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Editor's Notes & C ents 
by D. Kuwaye 

THANKS TO THE MEMBERS 

I want to on behalf of the Anniversary 
Party Committee thank the club members, 
their wives, and friends who supported 
the 37th Anniversary Banquet, held at 
the Coral Ballroom on June 16. The 
total attendance was 480 with 415 of 
them members,wives and friends. The 
other 65 were the special guests of 
the club. 

Your support of the anniversary party 
is appreciated by the committee members 
and the club directors. This will be 
a reminder to many of you: the 1980 
anniversary banquet will be held on 
Kauai in conjunction with the June 
27 - 29 state convention. 

SPECIAL WRITER IN THIS ISSUE 

There is an article in this issue 
written by Mrs. Ruth Watanabe which 
gives added meaning to something most 
of us take for granted - American 
citizenship. She has written force
fully on how much American citizenship 
has meant to her. Be sure to read it. 

Ben Tamashiro's two contributions this 
month merits careful reading - His 
piece on honorary member Kendall 
Fielder reveals much and answers some 
of the questions all of us had on the 
formation of the first Nisei fighting 
unit - the 100th Infantry Battalion. 
Hi of Yankee Samurai is sharp 

t to read about the 
n 0 fought 

e second notice of pro po ed 
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Brigadier General Kendall Jordan Fielder -
To us, he shall ever be . 

Quickly .. 
the where? 
era: which 

A "Scratch" Player 

by Ben Tamashiro 

. this bit from Civil War history - who did what on his march to 
If that come-on is a puzzlement, how about this, from a more recent 
president frequented where as his cure for what kind of paralys~s? 

Leaving the past aside, let me take 
you to the Now: to the 18th tee of 
the Waialae Golf Course. There, the 
golfer faces a long, straight fairway 
which has just a perceptible rise in 
the green over 500 yards away; a Par 
5. Paralleling the right side of the 
fairway is a big ditch marking the 
out-of-bounds territory there. 

Long ago, the 18th was a wide, wide 
fairway, an expanse which was really 
an ignominious waste of real estate; 
a never-never land for golfers, tra'
versed only by inveterate slicers. 
When the Bishop Estate finally decided 
to put the land to better use, it 
first narrowed the fairway to its 
present dimensions. But before it 
could sell the resultant open space for development of homes, it had to fill in 
Kapakahi Stream which, as its name implies, meandered through the area. So the 
stream was re-routed into the big ditch which had been dug for that purpose. 

And that is how come one Kendall J. Fielder, a general officer with the United 
States Army at Fort Shafter, and president of the Waialae Country Club at the 
time the changes on the 18th were being effected, came to reside on one of the 
newly-made available pieces of property just the other side of the big ditch. 
The general's home is sited at a point where the ball would land, on a good 
drive off the 18th tee. 

This slice of Waialae history was chronicled for me by General Fielder and I 
recite it by way of getting around to a recent interview I had with him and 
his wife, May. The walls of the general's den are covered with photos of the 
great, the near-great. Many of the pictures were taken in Hawaii, reflecting 
the long period of military service here, from the time he first arrived in 
1938 to take on the job as Battalion Commander in the 56th Infantry at Schofield 
Barracks to his retirement in 1953 at Fort Shafter as Deputy Commander and 
Chief of Staff to General "Iron Mike" O'Daniel. 

There are photos of FDR and Douglas MacArthur when the two met here during the 
war years; Fielder says he was hovering in the wings, then. And of George 
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Marshall, Omar Bradley, "Vinegar Joe" Stillwell and others; of college days, 
parties and celebrations. On one wall is a display of awards and medals. 
Appropriately, they set the tone for the purpose of my visi t, t o ask General 
Fielder to recount for readers of the Puka Puka Parade his par t i n the for
mation of the lOath Infantry Battalion. 

In his book "Ambassadors In Arms," Thomas D. Murphy has this to say about the 
subjec t: 

Soon after December' 7 (1941), representatives of the Committee f or Inter
Racial Unity called on Colonel Kendall J. Fielder, assistant chief of 
staff or Military Intelligence, Shivers of the FBI, and the head of the 
Territorial Office of Civilian Defense, to offer whatever assistance the 
committee could give. A Morale Section was set up within OCD. Hung Wai 
Ching, a realtor of Chinese ancestry, Charles Loomis, haole secretary of 
the Honolulu Branch of the Institute of Pacific Relations, and Shigeru 
Yoshida, nisei public-school teacher, were named co-chairmen of the new 
agency. 

This trio, working under Colonel Fielder's personal superv1s1on and in 
close contact with the FBI, served as a liaison team between the Army 
and the various ancestry groups. 

In the i n t er view, the general first put in a disclaimer. Over the years, 
many stories have appeared about the accompl i shments of the lOath and the 
442nd, and of hi s part in pushing through the formation of these units. 
Fielder says he ' s been given more credi t than i s his due. He recalls the 
outstanding wor k of Ching , Loomis and Yoshida; he us ed to meet with them 
regularly. Out of thei r deliberations arose the conviction that the Niseis 
ought to be given a chance to prove thei r loyalty . 

"Had you had any dealings wi th the Japanese, specifically the Nisei, before 
coming to Hawaii?" I asked . "None whatsoever , " replied Fiel der. He continued: 
'~en I was f irst assigned to Schofield Barr acks, one of the responsibilities 
of my batta lion was to train the 298th Regiment of the Hawaii Na tional Guard; 
this was my first contact with the Nisei boys . As I worked with them, I 
discoverd t hat t hey we r e as good soldiers as one could find anywher es in the 
army. I worked with them at t he 298th and the universi t y. I had no doubts 
about their capabil ities, their loya lty t o America. 

"At the same time, there was no doubt in my mind that war with Japan was in
evitable. By then, I was G-2 in Army headquarters at Fort Shafter. As 
Murphy says, there was this Inter-Racial committee and when the committee 
came up with the concensus of giving the Niseis a chance to pr ove their 
loyalty, my Job was to convince General Emmons." 

Fielder says that even before the war, General Walter Short (then boss man 
of the a rmy in Hawaii) was a strong advocate of the idea. "When war actually 
came and General Short was relieved, it was difficult to re-sell the idea. 
General Delos Emmons, who replaced Short, was an airman. He had the a f 
responsibility of getting the Islands ready i n case the Japanese were s c 
cessful at Midway. He wanted to take no chances; he initially was 11 or 
evacuation of the Japanese. But I kept talking to him and gradua l 
vinced him that the Niseis could be trusted. He fina lly came arou 0 r 



viewpoint. At that, he radioed his recommendations to Washington that the Niseis 
be formed into a separate battalion and sent stateside for combat training. He 
sent me to Washington to try to personally convince General Marshall. I met with 
General Marshall; he was enthusiastic and wondered why no one had pressed the 
idea before . He in turn sold the idea to Mr. John McCloy, Undersecretary of the 
Army, and either he or Marshall sold i.t to President Roosevelt. That's all 
there's to it!" 

"Did you follow the exploits of the lOOth as it fought its way through Italy?" 
"Oh , yes," the general replied. "I used to clip the dispatches about you boys 
and read them avidly. I remember once General Emmons asking me why I was fol
lowing the progress of the lOOth so intensely. I told him they were 'my boys.'" 

I next asked the general whether he knew the Colonel Moses A. Pettigrew mentioned 
by Joseph Harrington in his book, "Yankee Samurai." Yes, he had met Pettigrew on 
a number of occasions in Washington. "Like myself, Pettigrew was a G-2 type. He 
had spent some time in Japan studying the Japanese language. He and the other 
two mentioned by Harrington (Colonels Carlisle C. Dusenberry and Wallace Moore) 
had their own ideas as to what to do about the war looming on the horizon. I 
do not know what happened to the group. As for Harrington's contention (that 
Pettigrew was never publicly acknowledged for originating the idea of an all-Nisei 
combat te·am), I was never aware that Pettigrew had ever advocated such a pro
position." 

I also asked Fielder whether he had had any part in the Nisei participation in 
military intelligence operations in the Pacific. No, he said, that was an 
entirely different operation from his G-2 functions. But he was aware that the 
War Deparbment had authorized the establishment of th&t first language school 
in the Presidio at San Francisco. 

Fieider says that during the almost four years of war, not a single Japanese 
was tried in the courts for disloyalty. The same is said of the Niseis who 
applied for military service; not a man was ever turned down on suspicions of 
loyalty. 

Fielder was born in Cedartown, Georgia, a town of about ten thousand popUlation 
a few miles outside of Atlanta. His wife May (Crichton) is fr.om Atlanta itself. 
The family lived just two doors away from the Mitchell family; Margaret, it was, 
who wrote "Gone With The Wind." And May adds that Margaret's brother used to 
date her. Not to be outdone by his wife's flirtations with celebrity, the 
general says that Bobby Jones lived only two blocks ·away from his family home! 

Given this Georgia background, you now know the answer to the opening gambit, 
if you hadn't already - that it pertained to General Sherman who burned Atlanta 
on his celebrated march to the sea (1865). And the answer to the second question 
is, of course, FDR who use to go to Warm Springs, Georgia, for the warm mineral 
waters as a cure for his paralysis from polio (and it was in Warm Springs also 
that he died, in 1945). 

May is of Scotch/French descent; he of English/Welsh. She is an only child 
while he has two brothers and three sisters. They have a daughter, four grand
ch~ldren and two great grandchildren, all of whom live stateside. 
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Fielder graduated from Georgia Tech in 1915. That senior 
year, he was quarterback and captain of the football team 
which wound up the season as co-champi ons of the Southern 
Conference, with Auburn, a s he recalls it. Was there 
anything special about the team ' s success? Yes - their 
coach was Johnny Heisman , a f antastic innovator. (The 
Heisman Trophy, awarded annually by the New York Down
town Club to the ou tstanding collegiate player in the 
nation, is named after the former Georgia Tech coach.) 
Heisman had developed what he ca lle d the "square" for
mation. In this , the quarterback would start barking 
out the signals in the usual manner. Then he would 
call out - "Now! " At tha t , the linemen would shift -
exchanging positions or shi fting f~om left to right, 
or vice versa. The backfie ld would also shift into 
any number of formations . The only guy not moving 
would be the center . And on the quarterback's next 
call of "Hike !," the ball could go to anyone of the 
four backs . 

The whole maneuver is described by Heisman as the "jump 
shift" - except for the center, everyone on the move, 1915 
giving the offense an extra jump over the defense. 
Fielder r ecalls that in one game the opponent was so 
confuse~ by the jump shift that they won 220 to O! But 
within a f ew years , the collegiate rule makers instituted the 2-second rule, 
meaning that all offens ive movements had to come to a full stop for two seconds 
before the snap of the ball. This, of course, killed the jump shift. But it 
was fun while it lasted . 

The schoo l ' s famous f ight song, "Rambling Wreck From Georgia Tech" projects an 
image of big liner:ten and bone-crushing runners. But Fielder was only 5' 9~" 
and weighed in at a me re 150 pounds! He's 135 today. 

Upon gradua tion , he entered the army against the advice of family and friends. 
They were probably r i ght in their feelings, he says, because the army was then 
down to prac tically nothing in strength, nothing to do; there were no incentives 
to join. But join he did. Soon, he found himself assigned to the Washington 
district as mi l i tar y aide to a general. One day, the general detailed the 
young 1st Lieutenant to play golf with him. Horrors! He who had never held 
a golf club in his hands in his life! But the key to military effectiveness 
being attention t o orders, Fielder dutifully reported to the first tee. There, 
he took his f i r s t swing ..• with all his might ... and left the golf ball 
yet sitting on the t ee! But from that first wild swing, Fielder progressed 
rapidly to wher e he soon became a scratch player. (For the edification of 
non-golfers: probably 99.9% of all golfers carry a handicap of from 1 to as 
high as 32; a scratch player does not have a handicap because he's good, like 
a pro!) Nothing to do? Fielder had found a mission! 

When he retired in 1953, he carried a 10 or 11 handicap. It's 26 today -
quite respectable, I would say, for a guy who is all of four score and 5 
advanced in years! Long a member of Waialae, he plays there of teo' regularly 
on Wednesdays and Saturdays. Which brings me around to May . Her fa her ~as 

a golfer so she started early trying to get the hang of t he ga e. After long 
practice sessions, she came to the conclusion that go l f was not for r 0 
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she dropped the game completely. Little did she realize that she'd never
theless be stuck with golf for the rest of her life when she consented to 
marry that young army lieutenant in October 1917. 

But first, after the marriage, Fielder was sent to France to win the war 
for democracy. He went there as a platoon leader for a machine gun platoon 
in the 7th US Army Regular Division. It was the first division going overseas 
to be equipped with the Browning machine gun; up till then, the army had been 
training with a French-made gun because it did not have one of its own. Such 
was the beginnings of our participation in WW I. 

Towards the last phases of the war, the Western Front had settled itself into 
trench warfare. The trenches were as deep as the height of a living room, 
equipped with kitchens and latrines and whatever stuff that men could find or 
scrounge to make life bearable under the circumstances. As an indication of 
how much the fighting had stabilized, often, after an exchange of artillery 
fire, soldiers would climb out of their trenches and cross over to the other 
side to exchange handshakes and banter. 

The interview had come to an end. We moved out to the living room overlooking 
the 18th. The general poured three tall glasses of Scotch-and-water. A dozen 
or so doves and rice birds were flitting about under the big plumeria tree out 
on the front lawn. The general opened the screen door and went out to feed 
the birds. A cardinal seemed too afraid of the circle of flapping wings and 
pecking beaks to attempt to break in for his share of the feed. With the 
green of the golf course before us and a hot sun overhead, I remarked that if 
the plumeria were a magnolia tree, we could at this pleasant moment imagine 
ourselves to being "down South," for sure. Chimed in May: "And probably 
having something to say about those 'Damn Yankees!'" 

At which point the pleasantries turned philosophic. World War I had ended 
with men hiding in deep trenches. The second took them out of the trenches 
and put them above g~ound and in the air and under the sea. The next, when 
it comes, will see men returning to holes in the ground, to escape the de
vastation of nuclear weapons. We never seem to learn ... the futility 
of it all. The drinks had run out. 

General Fielder is an honorary member of the Club 100. In his den is a plaque 
from the club, his most recent recognition, presented to him at the 1976 
Anniversary Banquet. It reads, simply: "In recognition and appreciation of 
outstanding service." At a time when 'others had strong reservations about 
the quality of the Niseis, he stood up for them, convinced that they did not 
need any kind of handicap, so to speak, to prove out their loyalty; all they 
needed was a chance. He helped them get that chance. For that, he shall 
always be a "scratchll player to the men of the 100th. 

Walking is the exercise that needs 
no gym. It is the prescription with
out medicine, the weight control with
out diet, the cosmetic found in no 
drugstore. It is the tranquilizer 
without a pill, the therapy without 
a psychoanalyst, the fountain of youth 
that is no legend. A walk is the vaca
tion that does not cost a cent. 
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YOU ARE INVITED 

by Gloria Tamashiro 

The invitation read : "It's a jewelry party!" Followed by the time, date, 
place, name of hostess, and in addendum print, "Visa and Master Charge honored". 
Immediately my mental gears began to revolve. What on earth is a jewelry party? 

Tupperware parties are popular. I've been to several myself, merely to help 
boost the morale of the hos tess and purchase new things which I really don't need. 
I have also received quite a few really good ones as gifts. No wonder my kitchen 
cupboard is overstocked . 

Actual ly, I prefer to use an empty glass jar with a tight fitting lid to store 
perishables . I can see at a glance what the contents are without bothering to 
remove the lid. This eliminates one motion and saves time. Just think, if you 
are looking for half a tomato but can't recall which tupperware container you stored 
it in the refrigerator. After removing and replacing six or more containers, anyone 
would lose patience . Perchance, you do find the tomato, you are very much in luck. 
If, going through all this gyration, only to discover that the tomato has been used 
by someone else - watch out! 

Getting back to the jewelry. Traveling from Manoa Valley to Pauoa Valley 
is about a ten to fifteen minutes ride. Dora, the hostess, greeted my group, 
which included three of our daughters and myself. The jewelry was already displayed 
on neatly arranged jewe lry cloths on low tables and on the carpets. Working girls 
and women were huddled around for a closer look. Some young mothers brought their 
offspring with them . This was understandable. Some of the guests knew exactly what 
they were looking for. I, for one, arrived blind. Not knowing what type of jewelry 
to expect. Who would it be for? How was it to be used? Is the price reasonable? 
With or without discount? Is there a gurantee? Questions and more questions raced 
through my mind. 

I soon was informed that the jewelry was imported from Italy - 14 karat gold. 
Plus a small batch came from Hong Kong. So much gold in one room! There were Zodiac 
pendants, oriental character pendants, elephant hair rings, chain link bracelets in 
varying thicknesses, which I admired, except for the price tag attached. And the 
earring section. These reminded me of the nose rings which Africans wear. I've seen 
them in illustrations through the National Geographic Magazine. 

There was a large assortment of gold chains. Some looked so thin and flimsy 
like chiffon lingerie. I touched them very gently for fear of ruining one of them. 
I would have no choice but to write a check. Some came in multiple strands. The 
lengths vary. So do the price range. I noticed there were two women who looked 
only at the chains during the party. I later found out that they were supervisors 
at their places of employment. Well! They were financially able to purchase generous 
gift$ and they did. 

Daughter number three decided not to make a purchase this time. Daughter 
number one purchased a pair of earrings. Daughter number two purchased a ring. 
She loves rings on her fingers. Thank goodness, they wrote their own checks . I 
felt I shouldn't. There was nothing I needed from the party. But I just couldn't 
leave without anything. So I fingered through the tray of rings, hoping that the 
sizes were in their proper little envelopes. Finally, I ended up with the elephant 
hair ring. One of the guests suggested I should brush on some clear nail pol ish to 
strengthen the "hair". I wrote my check and headed for the refreslcent table for 
some small talk. 
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YANKEE SAMURAI 
The secret role of the Nisei in America's Pacific Victory 
By Joseph D. Harrington. 383 pages 
Pettigrew Enterprises, Inc. $11.95 

Shift In The Wind 

A book review - by Ben Tamashiro 

Man's most important invention, language, is also an instrument of confusion and 
bewilderment. An acknowledged derivative of babble in language is the Biblical 
account of the Tower of Babel. In a modern day application, the Japanese in the 
Pacific war in World War II conducted their campaign of aggression secure in 
their knowledge that their language was as incomprehensible to the Americans 
as the cacophony arising from the rubble on the plains of Babylonia. 

But then, not unlike the dream of reaching heaven envisioned by the Biblical 
tower-builders, the belief of the Japanese in the impenetrability of their 
language foretold their very doom. For, unknowing to them, the U.S. Army had a 
corps of Nisei linguists with the vanguard of troops, taking apart the mystique 
of Japanese orders. 

This is the story which Joseph Harrington tells in 
"Yankee Samurai" - the first step in stripping off 
the wrap of secrecy about the work of the Nisei 
practitioners of the language arts, of their roles 
and contributions to the American victory in the 
Pacific; of Niseis who also served in the China
Burma-India Theater, and in post-war Japan and 
Korea. "The language-trained Nisei were to become 
(General Douglas) MacArthur's second secret weapon," 
writes Harrington. "He already had one - a code
breaking crew like the Navy one at Pearl Harbor. 
He, like Nimitz, was 'reading' Tojo's mail." 

As with most endeavors, the basic work of military 
intelligence is of the everyday garden variety. 
But Harrington laces this with graphic incidents 
such as the time during the Battle of Okinawa when 
Warren Okuma and an accompanying linguist stopped 
to question an elderly native. The Nisei asked, 
"Doko kara kimashita ka? (Where did you come 
from?)." There was no response. Then Okuma 
recalled a local phrase he had only recently learned, so he asked, "Nakara chaga?" 
The old man's face lit up in recognition. 

Some incidents were far removed from the battlefield. Harrington tells of Kazuo 
Yamane who was one of the few Niseis assigned to the Pentagon. Subsequently, 
working out of nearby Camp Ritchie, he came across an ordnance inventory of the 
Japanese which Navy intelligence at Pearl Harbor had let slip by. It was a 
startling find, indeed - especially for strategic planners. And when Japan 
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capitulated, American occupation forces used this inventory to immediately 
and seal off ammunition caches while at the same time Japanese forces were 

seize 
being 
"This," ordered to stack their arms. With arms and ammunition out of reach 

concludes Harrington, "was the true secre t to Japan's being disarmed 
incident and it all could be traced to one quiet Nisei from Hawaii." 

without--

True? Secret? Seemingly overwhelmed by his discovery of Yamane's find, Harrington 
does not pause to reflect upon the impact of such matters as the Potsdam Agreement, 
for example, or the Imperial Rescript of surrender, before passing judgment on such 
a weighty and complex subjec t as the disarming of an entire nation. (In the first, 
the emperor had been directed to order all his military forces to surrender their 
arms; in the second, the emperor declared to his subjects that the way to peace had 
to be resolved by "enduring the unendurable and bearing the unbearable.") The lack 
of objective assessment or examination of these intrinsic values turns Harrington's 
pronouncement into conjecture, great though Yamane's find had been. 

Which is not meant to take anything away from Yamane for he is the prototype of 
the Yankee Samurai Harrington has in mind: young, intelligent, loyal, quiet and 
unassuming. 

Harrington pursues the flowering of the Niseis from many an angle. For instance, 
he denigrates avy inte lligence by charging that "Thousands of more marines might 
be alive today if the sea service hadn't barred Nisei from its ranks." A Navy 
task force landed on Guadalcanal on August 1942 where "19,000 marines faced 5,000 
Japanes e who were mostly sick and starving." It was here that Niseis appeared in 
response to "frantic appeals" for help by the Navy, as the battle teeter-tottered. 
It was here also that the Niseis made their first major discovery. A group made 
up of Mac agata, Isao Kusuda, Shigeru Yamashita and Kei Sakamoto had translated 
a thick document which turned out to be a full listing of Imperial Navy ships. 
Says Harrington of the translation effort: "Only one's imagination limits one's 
recognition of how vital to the U.S. Navy's efforts was this one piece of work 
by the Nisei enlis ted men of the Army." 

And in the Battle of the Bismarck Sea, a document found in an abandoned lifeboat 
turned out to be the Japanese Army's officer list, beginning with Hideki Tojo. 
All available linguists were put to work translating the document. "MacArthur's 
possession and up-dating of this information helps explain why he lost less than 
100 men at the water's edge in more than 50 amphibious landings, whil~ the Navy 
and Marine Corps lost thousands in just a few," says Harrington. 

MacArthur's figures on casualties are indeed impressive. According to William 
Manchester in his biography of MacArthur titled "American Caesar," from the time 
MacArthur arrived in Australia till V-J Day, a period of three-and-a-half years, 
his casualties totalled 90,437. This compares, for instance, with Eisenhower's 
total of 106,502 for the single Battle of the Bulge. Or 72,306 for the Battle 
of Anzio; and Manchester muses as to how differently the war in Italy might have 
gone if MaCArthur, instead of Mark Clark had been in charge of that theater. 

As a sidelight, it might be noted that nowhere in his book does Manchester mention 
the Niseis; an irrational omission, inasmuch as in the light of Harrington's 
revelations, it is inconceivable that Manchester could not have come across the 
story of MacArthur's Niseis in his research on the American Caesar. 
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Then, too, here is an extract from Volume I of the publication, "Reports of 
General MacArthur - The Campaigns of MacArthur in the Pacific," prepared by 
his General Staff, in which the Nisei linguists are accorded their just recog
nition; a volume published by the Government Printing Office in 1966: 

ZXperience on Bataa~ ~ith a handful of Nisei interpreters had clearly shown the poten
tialities of a competen" interrogation and translation service. Out of this experience 
g:::e;< one of :;ene~l :-!acArthur 's most important single intelligence agencies - the Allied 
7ranslator and ~nterpreter Section (A~IS) which was organized on 19 September 1942. In
valuable results were achieved by ATIS ?ersonnel in neutral:zing one of the greatest ad
vantages possessed by the Japanese - a language ',;hich ·.as almost effective as a secre" 
code. The Japanese had found early in the war that they could laoel their mine fields, 
carry personal diaries , usa their spoken language freely, and even ha.!1.dle military docu
ments with little regard for security. 

',nth complete confidence in the Nisei, G-2 employed hundreds of second-generation J apa
nese from ~awaii and California in lin~~ist detacr~ents, to be sent L~to the field with 
the combat forces. ATIS intelligence teams accompanied the t:::oops L, all initial land
ing operaoions. Captured maps and orders processed by ATIS revealed enemy strenth ~,d 
dispositions and plans of attack. Diaries contained excellen~ clues to the psychology 
and the state of morale of the Japanese "roops. Other documents indicated the enemy's 
pro~lems of food and supply, his order of battle, the ef:ect of our air attacks, his 
relations with the natives, the relative effectiveness of Allied and Japanese weapons, 
a:ld o~her equally important data. Spot interrogations of prisoners "aken in battle 
were at times of such importance that they caused a shift in Allied plans of attack. 
ATIS provided i:'.formation of immediate operational as well as over-all stntegic value. 

These intelligence agencies combined to fUrnish the S~FA (Southwest Pacific Area) wi~~ 
its own Office of Strategic Services. As the war progressed they were enlarged and 
co-ordinated to meet the iw~ed1ate needs of each new tactical and strategical situation. 
General Mac~hur was in a position to gain the greatest strategic advantage in the 
shortest time with minimum losses. 

Wi th mlm.mum losses . . . Harrington reports that the Niseis are "officially 
credited with shortening the Pacific war by at least two years, and in the 
process saving upwards of 1,000,000 lives. Unlike their relatives who served 
in Europe, the Yankee Samurai rarely fired a rifle, mortar or machine gun. 
They battled the land of their fathers with a weapon unique to warfare -
language!" 

Harrington says he writes for money, certainly a pragmatic and understandable 
goal of writers everywhere. But as a narrative to a piece of war that is long 
on history and people, his "Yankee Samurai" comes up a bit short of expectations. 
Perhaps it is our fault; we expected too much in the first-time telling of the 
story of a corps of 5,000-plus Nisei translators, interpreters, interrogators 
and cave-flushers. In this, no one can begrudge Harrington his right to be as 
all-inclusive as possible, even though he says he had to give up "trying to 
identify everyone who figures prominently in the intelligence effort." Still 
then, over 900 are named in his book, so for most of them, it is a mention or 
two in a paragraph here, a vignette there. Because of this cramming, there are 
all too few moments of the human drama, the personalizing of issues: the utter 
despair, the elation of discovery. 

And more often than not, on other matters, one is left dangling and wondering, 
as in these examples: 

. Harrington mentions a Col. Moses W. Pettigrew, " a man never publicly 
acknowledged for originating the idea of an all-Nisei combat team." (Underscore 
added.) Who is Pettigrew? Pettigrew had drafted, in 1937, an intelligence 
study of Japan's intentions which, ten years later, "read like the scenario for 
the Pacific war." But Harrington leaves it at that without explaining how 
Pettigrew was involved in the idea of an all-Nisei combat team. 
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· Which brings up a point about the 100th, and documentation. In early 
June 1942, as a large Japanese fleet headed for Midway Island and American 
warships steamed out of Pearl Harbor to meet the threat, there was considerable 
concern about what to do with the Nisei soldiers in Hawaii. Harrington says 
tha t the Niseis were "purely and simply, shanghai' d" ou t of Hawaii on June 5 
to get them out of the way and that "No official plan existed in June of 1942, 
for forming an all-Nisei outfit for Europe." On the other hand, Thomas D. 
Murphy in "Ambassadors In Arms" says that on 28 May, General George Marshall, 
Army Chief of Staff, in reply to an earlier recommendation by Lt. General 
Delos Emmons, approved the formation of the Niseis into a special battalion 
for transfer to the lIB inland, wi th a further proposal that it be trained "as 
an Infantry Combat uni t." Murphy's sources are photos ta tic copies of Marshall's 
message and other War Deparbment messages provided him by the Office of 
Military History of the War Deparbment; similarly, source data for other 
statements are chronicled in his book's "Notes and References" and in the 
bibliography. Nowhere in his book does Harrington provide such substantiating 
notes. 

· Take the case of Lieutenant General "Vinegar Joe" Stilwell, for instance; 
he who had the unenviable and frustrating job of trying to get Chiang Kai Shek 
to get going and fight the Japanese rather than conserving his forces for a 
showdown with the Chinese Communists. Harrington says of Vinegar Joe that he 
was "absolutely the wrong man for the job" - but why? Harrington continues: 
"The man who led 14 Nisei and 3000 Caucasians into Burma combat, Charles Hunter, 
would develop an abiding hatred for America's senior officer in that theater of 
war." Again, no particulars. To dismiss Vinegar Joe so curtly, in only half 
a page of undocumented comments, does not strike a fair cord. (And frankly, 
quite an opposite portrait of Stilwell emerges from the pages of David 
Halberstam's book, "The Powers That Be.") 

· And place names jump at the reader from page to page, hop-skipping all 
over the Pacific. For that, there is not a map to assist the reader maintain 
his bearing over so vast an ocean area. 

My copy of "Yankee Samurai" is number 2066 of 3000 first-edition copies. It 
is flawed, unfortunately, because 14 pages are missing. This can't be 
Harrington's fault, of course. But there are other irritations, minor though 
they may be, such as his excessive use of contractions, as in "During the 
first day of interrogation, Sakakida'd pretend to accept ... "which lend 
to neither rhyme nor reason. 

And one has to wonder how come the Japanese never overcame the fact that the 
Nisei interpreters were ferreting out their battle plans and in every other 
way lousing up their dreams of glory. Perhaps they did discover, but caught 
up in the morass of their retrograde movements, it is likely that nothing 
could bave been done about it, anyway. Whatever, Harrington has no revelations 
on this score. 

Nevertheless, "Yankee Samurai" is a "must" book for interpreters as well as 
all Niseis, for Sanseis, and for others interested in the phenomenon of the 
Japanese-Americans. Harrington tells of mistaken identities as when Ralph 
Saito was "captured" by a marine, and the question of why the 100th was not 
sent to the Pacific theater becomes real; of interpreters who were kept busy 
"trying to save lives and defeat the enemy at the same time"'; of interpreters 
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who died; of Vic Nishijima on Ie Shima brushing aside a guy who wanted to 
talk to him and missed an opportunity to be interviewed by Ernie Pyle, and 
how when Nishijima subsequently emerged unscathed from enemy machine gun 
fire, Pyle did not; of Tom Sakamoto "who went over the final draft of the 
actual surrender document used on board the USS Missouri and was one of 
the few Nisei allowed on board the battleship for the ceremony"; of the 
unsettling feeling at the revelation that their work of translation was 
being checked by others because of some doubt (at the beginning) that 
perhaps the translations were being done to favor the other side; and 
many more. 

They all add up to a chapter bright and new to American history; a chapter 
which is an indelible part of Hawaiian history, too. And across the Pacific, 
in all the lands strung out across the vast blue sea, one is likely to 
encounter a piece of that chapter tucked away in the memories of people, 
if not in the homes and archives and libraries and schools and elsewhere. 
For this, our appreciation goes to Joseph Harrington for having opened the 
door to a part of our history which is equally as fascinating as the combat 
story of the lOO~h and 442nd. 

Harrington concludes his book on the note that the Sanseis, "having learned 
from fathers that material achievement is now within reach of AJA's who 
seek it" are irmnersing themselves (in education) in endeavors "keyed more 
to man's humanistic development than his material welfare. Many Sansei 
have turned their faces toward Japanese history, art and literature for 
inspiration. The wheel has turned full circle." 

Harrington's "full circle" is but three generations. In the kaleidoscope 
of life, the progress of the Japanese in America really has yet to run its 
course. In the nearly hundred years since the arrival of the first immigrants, 
each accomplishment by successive generAtions has been yet another turning 
point ... to a vision of a greater America, not only for themselves and the 
following generations, but for the whole nation. 

In this ever .. restless shifting of the wind, the Nisei linguists of World War 
II hav.e left their considerable mark upon that vision. 

"You should have been firmer with 
him when he was a puppy." 

OltAHAM IN ~, (III0THCO)1Z 

"Whatever you do, don't get them 
talking about cats. " 

QEOIIIOIE C*INSHAW, I"IASTe:It' AQENOY 
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WHY I BECAME AN AMERICAN CITIZEN 

With my right hand raised, in the somber 
atmosphere of the United States of America with 
tear-filled eyes and a happy heart. These words 
still bring a tingle to my skin - "I hereby declare, 
on oath, that I absolutely and entirely renounce 
and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign 
prince, potentate, state, or sovereignty of whom 
or which I have heretofore been a subject or 
citizen; that I will support and defend the 
Constitution and laws of the United States of 
America against all enemies, foreign and domestic; 
that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the 
same; that I will bear arms on behalf of the United 
States or perfonn noncombatant service in the 
Armed Forces of the United States when required 
by law; and that 1 take this obligation freely and 
without any mental reservations or purpose of 
evasion: So help me God. ' 

To many of you who are citizens by virtue of 
birth, you may never experience this great sense of 
pride, of finally belonging, of pledging patriotism, 
when accorded the full privileges of being a citizen 
of these United tates. Possibly, because I was one 
of the youngest in the court on this occasion, the 
presiding judge singled me out to inquire why I 
wanted to become a citizen. A simple question? 
Yes? but the answer, a complex one. 

I had three brothers who served in the U.S. 
Anned Forces; a husband who served with the 
100th Battalion - all willing to make the supreme 
sacrifice for Flag and Country . I had two young 
sons who, someday, may be called to arms by 
Uncle Sam. Could I then be the only one who 
could not call the United States my country, my 
home? 

At one period of my life, during WW II, my ID 
card carried the notation, "enemy alien." Imagine 
what those two words meant to someone who 
attended public schools and reared to think like a 
citizen. Designated an alien, 1 still felt that the 
USA was my country; yet having been born on 
foreign soil (an accident of birth) Uncle Sam would 
not acknowledge me and would not accord me the 
full privileges of a citizen. However, I was fully 
aware that only in the United States, of all 
countries in the world, that individual freedom, 
personal dignity, came foremost . 1 was a national 
of an enemy country, yet I experienced no undue 
harrassment, and personal freedom was not 
curtailed. Would this have been possible in any 
other country under similar curcumstances. I 
wonder. 

Thanks to the Walter-McCarran Act, I was able 
to apply for citizenship in 1953. 

Years later, when our older son was of draft 
age and the Vietnam conflict was at its height, he 
volunteered into the U.S. Air Force. He served as a 
paramedic, eventually in Vietnam in the Pleiku 
Highlands when the situation was at its worst. He 
may have been influenced by our discussion 
over the years that his father and uncles were 
willing to lay down their lives for their country; 
that I had sworn to protect the flag and the 
constitution of the United States; that I would lay 
down my life for my adoped country. 

In recent times, patriotism seems to have been 
put down and ridiculed. Patiotism is not to be 
taken lightly. Being patriotic and being a good 
citizen means that we should cherish democratic 
values; practice democratic human relationship in 
the family, in the community; we should recognize 
the social problems of the times and work towards 
their solution , take responsibility for meeting 
basic human needs. Simply stated, we should not 
be afraid to become involved. 

Every citizen should reaffirm his pledge and 
oath of allegiance , at least, once a year and on such 
an occasion as Citizenship Month, to reawaken our 
responsibilities to this great country of ours. 

The day I became a citizen, with my husband 
present in the courtroom, was one of the happiest 
days of my life. It's a moment I cherish. As a 
proud citizen of the United States, 1 should like to 
close with the "American Creed." 

"1 believe in the United States of America as a 
Government of the People, by the People, whose 
just powers are derived from the consent of the 
governed; a democracy in a republic; a sovereign 
nation of many sovereign states; a perfect union, 
one and inseparable, established upon these 
principles of freedom, equality, justice, and 
humanity for which American patriots sacrificed 
their lives and fortunes. I, therefore, believe it my 
duty to my country to love it, to support its 
Constitution, to obey its laws, to respect its flag, 
and to defend it against all enemies." 

-by Ruth M. H. Watanabe 
(Mrs. Ronald H. Watanabe- D Co." 



15 

ABLE CHAPTER NEWS 

by Tom Fujise 

Kick aside a few bucks, dust off them good donation items, scrub your kids 
clean and be sure to command your son or daughter-in-law to keep this date 
red circled ..•.. September 29th, Saturday. Because Richard Ishimoto together 
with his hard working committee are planning an entirely different Able Chapter 
family nite. Program director Blue Nagasaki promised to put together an inter
esting program and M.C. Japan Nakahara will shepherd the affair although I don't 
think your grandchildren will understand his Japanese. Yes sir, Able Chapter 
wants to see all of your grandchildren at this fun-filled nite. Remember, Able 
Chapter Family night is September 29th and all you proud grandparents see that 
your children and grandchildren attend this one. 

Watch for more information from Richard about this big affair as we approach 
this September Family Night. 

* * * * 
I never could afford a bottle of wine for the table. Now I know why -- I never 
took up golfing. Yutaka Inouye did and he learned to play golf very well indeed. 
His latest feat was capturing the Nisei Veterans Reunion tournament. Yutaka went 
"front and center" on the Aloha Banquet night (June 26) to receive the trophy 
donated by Senator Daniel Inouye and awards donated by Central Pacific Bank and 
corralled the other prizes as the champion golfer of the tournament. 

That is why on Able Chapter dinner on Wednesday night (June 27) every Able and 
mainland guests were treated to many bottles of excellent wine, courtesy of 
Yutaka Inouye. Thanks, Yutaka. 

Perhaps some of you saw Larry from Able company, third platoon, as he walked 
towards the microphone in Turner Hall at the June 24 NVR night. If I recalled 
about Larry, he was the guy with the gift of gab, picking up the languages of 
Italy and France with ease. Why, before I could reckon how to say "buon", he 
was saying a "a piu tardi a stasera" to those beautiful young things over in 
France. So I kind of figured that some day Larry will be getting into trouble 
with his linguistic. 

Sure enough, after the war he got hitched to a beautiful girl from Montana. 
Maybe she out-talked him, I don't know. But today he's knee-deep in trouble, 
alright. He's taking care of troubles as Judge Larry Miyasato in Glasgow, 
Montana, population 4,700. 

NAKAKURA 
Hiralti Shimazu "8" 

CONSTRUCTION 2621 WAIWAI LOOP 

co .. LTD. PHONE 836-2854 
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BAKER CHAPTER NEWS 

by J ames Inafuku 

Our congratulations to Dean Nakayama and Leoncia Agpalza on their marriage 
on June 30 at St. Paul Philippine I ndependent Church. Dean is the son of Roy 
and J essie Nakayama and Leoncia is t he daughter of Mrs. Patricia Rivera Agpalza. 
The reception, with approximately 300 people in attendance, was held at Masa's 
Cafeteria. The weddi ng and reception, conducted in traditional Filipino custom, 
with nihonjin custom, was most i nter esting to us buddaheads. The theme of the 
wedding was, "How beautiful life can be, when touched by love", and that's the way 
it was throughout the evening . 

* * * 
The 1979 Nisei Veter ans Reunion held June 23 thru 28 was just fantastic. 

All our even ts were well a ttended and most enjoyable. It started with dinner on 
Saturday , June 23 at Yong Sing Restaurant with 50 people in attendance. Bill 
Mi ya j i, Kenji Yoshino and the Kach Takanabes came directly from the airport. 
Other guests were the Oscar Kawaharas from Chicago; George and Fumi Mita from 
Frui tland, Idaho; Joe Harrington, author of "Yankee Samurai", and a table-full 
of guests of Stanley Nakamoto. 

We had a special treat as dinner was arranged by Tiger Leong, (part owner 
of Yong Sing) the gourmet of Chinese food. Each dish was outstanding, even us 
Hawaiians never tasted such delicious Chinese dish before . 

After dinner, we assembled at S~anley Nakamoto's home for after dinner 
re freshments and renewed friendship. 

Sunday night was a night of fellowship f or Club 100 members and guests with 
l ight pupus and lots of refreshments . 

Baker Chapte r Clambake Night (Chapte r Night) held on Monday, June 25 was one 
of the best parties we have ever had, with 96 members and guests in attendance. 
The dinner, app r opriately called the clambake, with lobster, crab legs, shrimp, 
clams, and other goo di es was de l icious, and more so with the music of the Happy 
Hawaiians. The Ha ppy Hawaiians, a seni or citizens group, played songs and in the 
tempo that was made t o order for us old foggies . Obviously, the evening climaxed 
wi t h dancing. 

We were blessed with the presence of a surprise and unexpected guest, 
Richa r d Koga, a trans planted Hawaiian from Philadelphia . Richard was a medic 
in the 3rd platoon, B Company. He was accompanied by his wife Jane, a former 
Molokai r esident , and daughter-in-law Ellen. Other guests were: Toshi Funais, 
Seat tle ; George and Fumi Mita; Mark Kashiwage, Sacramento; Bill Miyagi , Los 
Angeles: To shio Hamatakas and daughter, Sacramento; Kenji Yoshino, Ervine ; Kach 
and Mary Takana be , Los Angeles; and George, Lillian, and Lee (son) Kurisu . 

Our perennial world traveler and import/export tycoon flt'om Osaka, "General" 
T. Teshima spent a few days golfing and partying with the boys early in June. 
Jim "Oyabun" Oshiro, another traveler, winged to the West Coast for another 
extended trip. 
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Mrs. Esther Shimazu is convalescing at home after surgery and our get-well
quick wishes go to her. Stella Tanigawa retired after umpteen years of service 
at the University of Hawaii and she is enjoying her retirement with Sakae who 
had retired a number of years ago. 

COMING EVENTS: B Chapter's annual picnic July 22 at Kazuo Yamane's Ewa Beach 
home. Chairman Kats Maeda has an excellent program planned, so mark your calendar. 

Molokai Fishing Safari, August 8 thru 11, make your plans and call Chairman 
Stanley Nakamoto. 

A man who wants time to read and write must let the grass grow long. 

BOB'S UNION 
SERVICE 

153 Oneawa St., Kailua 
808 KONDO (0) 

SPflCiaJizing In . . . 

CAlES 'OI~ ___ 
~ PlSTIIS 

WI PIES ~ ES 
NASHTAHARA 

~ IINC'S IAKEIY 
' -:' , If'l6 S. 1(",- St. ""- '41·S211 

You'll Sleep Better Knowing Your 
SmokeGard ", Detector Never Does! 

SMOKE DETECTORS 
SAVES LIVES 

I ndustry Price to all CLUB 100 Members 

ROME FIRE DEFENSE 
SYSTEMS. INC. 
Distributors for STATITROL CORPORATION 

SmokeGard . Early Warning F ire and 
Smoke Detectors (UL / EM Approved) 
2621 Walwal Loop 
Honolulu . HI 96819 
Tel. 836-2854 

Wilfred S. NakJkura 
ExecutIve V, ce PresIdent 
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CHARLIE CHAPTER NEWS 

by Richard Yamamoto 

Charlie Chapter invited former "c" Co. members from the mainland who attended the 
recent Nisei Veterans Reunion to a dinner at the La Mancha Restaurant on June 27, 
1979. Guests were Nick and Amy Nishibayashi and their son Dirk from Chicago; 
Harry and Arlene Iwafuchi from San Francisco; Masao and Beaulah Sakagami from 
Seattle; and Sho Kajimoto from Los Angeles. After a delicious dinner, introductions 
were in order and the talk session began. A nice time was had by all. Many, many 
thanks to Warren Iwai who arranged the get-together on such a short notice. From 
our local chapter a total of thirty-one members and their wives attended this dinner. 

* * * 
Kaoru Yonezawa received the Volunteer Man of the Year Award from the United 
Japanese Society. Kaoru was the secretary for the club from June, 1978 through 
May, 1979. Congratulations! We are all very proud of you. 

* * * 
Masayoshi Kawamoto, after his two surgeries is coming along fine. He should be 
attending our meetings soon. Sure miss your attendance at our club functions, Masa. 

* * * 
Kiyo Uyeno's mother passed away in June and Masayoshi Nakano's father passed away 
in Hilo. Our deepest sympathy to both families. 

* * * 
At the after meeting bull session at the clubhouse, someone questioned where the 
best place would be to post our reminder for our chapter meeting dates at home. 
One of the answers was a calendar in the bathroom! How's that for concentration? 

My thanks to Ralph Ikeda, the Program Chairman for 1979, 
for the following account: 

The second Family Night of the year was a huge success measured in terms 
of attendance (more than 75); excellent variety and amount of food consumed; 
and the fellowship enjoyed by all. 

The members of the committee headed by Kazuto Shimizu are congratulated 
for a job well done. Committee members were: Tsutomu Takayama, Yoshi Anzai, 
Rusty Nakagawa, Thomas Taguchi, Tom Matsumura, Chicken Miyashiro, Yoroku Ito 
and Sumio Ito. And of course their commander in Chief. 

As always, Richard Yamamoto and Jack Mizushima contributed more than their 
share of skills and work to help make the party a success. 

The menu of char broiled steaks, hot dogs, sashimi, fried aku, salads and 
all kinds of desserts was well received and disappeared in record time - but 
there was more than enough for everyone. 
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The ma in menu was set but Chairman Shimizu asked for dessert donati ons 
since the ladies were anxious to show t hei r s tuff. And the ladies sure l y did 
put out all kinds of cakes and desser ts . 

The Donors for the night were: 

Lefty Kimura - two large aku, Bo Shiozaki - all the vegetables for the ni gh t 
and watermelon, Seiju Ifuku - gallon of syrup and a bottle of whiskey, Hoppy 
Takayama - five gallon bucket full of seaweed (ogo ) , Mrs. Yoroku Ito - cake, 
Amy Ikeda - pineapple squares and sweet potato tempura, Yoshio Anzai - bottle 
of VO, J ane t Kuwaye - mochi and fresh apple cake, Florence Matsumura - po t a to 
sa l ad, Chicken Miyashiro - orchids, palms, and bottle of VO, Kay Oshiro - corn 
bread, Alice Nakagawa - pineapple bars , Stanley Akita - seven-up, Hazel Hagiwara 
- butter mochi, Jack Mizushima - bar items . 

After dinner Bingo was enjoyed by all. And the mos t interesting happenings 
were not the prizes won but the running comments flying back and forth across 
Turner Hall between Stanley Akita, the barker, and the players - the noisest 
one being Jimmy Oshiro. 

The next Co C family night is schedu led for September 15th - a Saturday 
night. It will be co-chaired by Mike Tokunaga and Sumio I t o. In addition 
to the usual good food and fellowship it will be a "photo - night!" Details 
will be announced later but the major theme for the night will be some. sort 
of group picture taking - so be prepared fo r a fun- filled , ye t purposeful 
evening. Come as you always do. No nee d to go on a diet or grow new hair. 
We want to take your picture as you are. 

See you at the next Family Night! 

RICHARD YAMAMOTO; YOROKU AND EDITH ITO 
AT THE JUNE 27 LA MANCHA DINNER. 
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DOG CHAPTER NEWS 

by Helen Nikaido 

The anniversary banquet was enjoyed by all with a seven-course Chinese dinner 
at the Coral Ballroom. The food was very tasty and plentiful. Dog Chapter had 
five tables. Guest speaker was fellow doggie U.S. Senator Spark Matsunaga. 
M.C. was Ken Suehiro who despite his swollen lips did a great job. Of all the 
nights his lips were all puckered up like a koi. Hot lips Sue. 

I attended my first physical fitness class in June. The class was conducted by 
Michael Harada, son of Kay and Ed Harada. Sure had a good workout. Next day 
both thighs were sore but I really enjoyed the class. Dog Chapter ladies come 
on out when the men folks have their meeting. (Third Wednesdays of each month.) 
From Dog Chapter there's Yoshi and Conrad Tsukayama, Kay and Ed, Mildred Yoshida 
and Ruth Ishizuka. 

The July 1st family night co-chaired by Kuulei and Bob Taira and Gladys and 
Herbert Yamamoto had a combination of Korean, Japanese, Chines e and Filipino menu. 
We had Korean barbecue meat, kobu maki, Lumpia, Chinese salad, sashimi, cucumber 
tsukemono, chicken, cold somen, ohagi, mango pie, fruit salad, chocolate delite, 
yatsumi-zuke, jello cake and lots of pupus . Our sincere thanks and appreciation 
to the following people: Kuulei Taira-Chinese salad and the barbecue sauce for 
the meat, Gladys Yamamoto-kobu maki and lumpia, Martin Tohara-open house punch 
(this punch ma de a hit in Washington, D.C., very delicious), Kay Harada-mango pie, 
Ruth Tsutsui-wa termelon fruit bowl and flowers for the tables, "Lefty" Kimura-aku, 
Edith Imai -tako, Gladys Takemoto-yatsumi zuke, Kay Yoshioka-chicken, Herbert 
Yamamoto-l case beer, Hideo Kaya-mountain apple and dried aku (they came all the 
way from Punaluu), Richard Endo-quail eggs, Katsumi Hara-cucumber tsukemono, 
"Fuzzy" Yoshimasu-cold somen, Yoshi Tsukayama-jello cake, Doris and Yoshito Aimoto
beef jerky and ika, Mildred Hosaka-chocolate delite, Ruth Ishizuka-cold somen and 
ohagi, Kay Chinen-sekihan and Etsuro Sekiya-plumeria blossoms. 

It was a pleasure to have the following son and daughters and son-in-law of the 
members join us: Joyce (Kawamata) and Donald Kida, Vicki Kawamata, Karleen Chinen, 
Howard Ishizuka and Jo Ann Hirata. We'd like to see more of the children and 
grandchildren attend. Come on out and see how "yakky" we are. Was good to see 
"Turtle" Qniya , too. Ed Yoshimasu was sort of like a los t sheep. Wife "Fuzzy" 
was off to Las Vegas that day. She sure must have been busy as she had sent 
Eddie with a platter of cold somen. I would never, never believe it if I hadn't 
seen it with my own eyes, Bob Taira bending over a hot stove. He actually was 
frying the aku bones for the pupus. It really shocked Kuulei, too. 

* * * * 
Belated congratulatory message to Kay and Robert Yoshioka. They were doubly 
blessed when their daughter gave birth to twin girls. 

* * * * 
A get-well wish from all of us to Tadayoshi (Taddy) Hamasaki of Maui Dog Chapter 
who had undergone surgery recently and was confined at Straub Hospital and is now 
at the Rehab Center. 
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HEADQUARTERS CHAPTER NEWS 

by Kenichi Suehiro 

Our May 27th Family Nite dinner was as 
usual a success. Leave it to our chef 
Kelly Shimogaki. The Hawaiian menu 
was just perfect though the lomi salmon 
was on the salty side. 

Our thanks to the Okuhara Foods for 
their generous donation of salmon and 
to Lefty Kimura for the delicious aku. 

You may be interested to know that 
this Family Nite paid for itself - i.e. 
no cost to our treasury. We collected 
enough to pay all expenses - thanks 
again to our hustler Kelly. 

The big event of the evening was HQ 
honoring our second "over the hill" 
member. Carl N. Shinoda reached 
age 70 early this year. 

Speaking of age, many of our HQ mem
bers celebrated their 6lst birthday 
or will soun. We all wish you well. 

Roy Honbo, our pal from Chicago was 
here for our 37th anniversary. He 
also sat in on our June chapter meet
ing. 

Sure was nice seeing Roy - looking so 
fit and fat. 

I gave up the habit years ago but he 
still stinks up the place with his 
cigar smoking. Better quit Roy, bad 
for your lungs. 

He went back on July 6th with a 
promise that he'll try to join us for 
the next anniversary banquet. 

Our sympathies go to Mrs. Esther 
(Hideo) Ueno. Her mother, Mrs. Kimi 
Iki, passed away on June 27, 1979. 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTI SERS 

KAUAI CHAPTER NEWS 

by Ben Morimoto 

We celebrated Mother's Day (May 13) at 
Paradise Pacifica at Wailua. The din
ner was buffet with a little touch of 
Hawaiian poi and lomi-lomi salmon. 
This was done for the Haole tourists 
who shared the dining room with us. 

During the short program of songs and 
dances and in t~e course of participa
tion of the diner~ our own Muggsy 
Morikawa won a prize. After the dinner 
we went to the pavilion for the night's 
show. The show itself somewhat resembles 
the kind of show that they show at the 
Polynesia Cultural Center for the stage 
is outdoors but here it is bounded by 
hillside and water ponds. The program 
consisted of Hawaiian songs and dances 
with added inclusion of favorites from 
Japan and the Philippines. The consen
us is that the majority did enjoy the 
meal and the show. The turnout for this 
affair was 51 and if you: add the child
ren of the Sakoda's and Morikawa's then 
53. 

For Fathers' Day (June 17) it was a 9 
course Chinese Dinner at Club Jetty. 
As stated often affairs like these 
bring out members and wives whom you 
won't see at all at our regular 
meetings. 

Those whom we call the regulars that 
show or participate in all functions, 
try miss one function then you start 
hearing what happened to so and so. 
Getting old we are getting more con
cerned for our fellow members. It was 
nice of Masao Yotsuda to bring fellow 
"Doggie" Masao Kawama ta as a gues t to 
this affair. Another vetetan, Tanji 
(forgot his first name) who happened 
to be there mingled for a few minutes 
among his wartime friends. 

Family Summer picnic is the next 
affair. Lydgate Park is the site but 
time depends on date of reservation. 
It will be a pot luck affair but the 
chapter will furnish the steak to be 
broiled. The next regular meeting will 
be held sometime in July and so until 
then. 
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Mildred Hosaka is on R&R and is now on a Canadian tour. "Doc's" home tending 
the house chores. 

* * * * 
To Roy Hatakenaka and family (Medics), our deepest sympathy on your loss of 
your beloved wife Florence and also your mother. 

4 eggs 
1 2/3 cup granulated sugar 
1 cup cooking oil 
1 16 oz. can pumpkin 
2 cups all purpose flour 
2 tsp. baking powder 
2 tsp. cinnamon 
1 tsp. salt 
1 tsp. baking soda 

PUMPKIN BARS 

Submitted by Ruth Watanabe 

In mixing bowl, beat together eggs, granulated sugar, oil and pumpkin till light 
and fluffy. Stir together flour, baking powder, cinnamon, salt and soda. Add to 
pumpkin mixture and mix thoroughly. Spread batter in ungreased 15 x 10 x 1 inch 
pan. Baker in 350 degrees 25-30 minutes. Cool. Frost with cream cheese icing. 
Cut in bars. 

ICING 

1 3 oz. package cream cheese, softened 
1/2 cup butter or margarine, softened 
1 tsp. vanilla 
2 cups sifted powdered sugar 

Cream together cream cheese and butter or margarine. Stir in vanilla. Add 
powdered sugar a little at a time, beating well till mixture is smooth. 

BOB'S UNION 
SERVICE 

IS) One~w~ St .. K~,I~ 
PHONE 161~1 eo. KONOO (01 

NORTH AMERICAN INSURANCE 
AGENCY, LTD. 
General Agent 

1210 Auahi Street, Suite 105 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96814 

Phone 536-7005 

ALL AMERICAN LIFE 
and Casualty Company 

A U.S. LIFE COMPANY 

= 
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HAWAII CHAPTER NEWS 

by Walter Kadota 

INFLATION NOTE 

Comments heard regarding the proposed assessment of $6.00 per member for 
receiving the Puka Puka Parade every two months: 

"I take PREVENTION Magazine and pay $9.00 for 12 issues. Them 
buggers in Honolulu are way out of line." 

"Raise the dues or call it a surcharge instead. That way only 
bona-fide members get to receive a copy." 

"How about a free complimentary copy for correspondents who make 
the Puka Puka Parade possible?" 

Not to be manini about it, Hawaii Chapter says they'll go along with $3.00. 
The Puka Puka Parade is about the only benefit outside-island members seem 
to be getting. 

* * * * * * * 
AJA COUNCIL GET-TOGETHER - The visiting Kotonks on a post-reunion tour of the 
Big Island dropped in on the festivities at the AJA Veterans Hall and went through 
the sashimi serving like nobody's business. The Interpreters hogged the center 
stage along with Dick Oguro and Joseph Harrington of YANKEE SAMURAI fame. 
Perennial visitor Bill Miyagi bemoaned the absence of our renowned "fukujiru" 
concotion from the table, and settled for lyehee fruit. Ben "Sharkey" Murakami, 
formerly of Keaau and Co. F and now with the City and County of Denver Elections 
Department, shocked Tarush Yamamoto by calling out his name and greeting him like 
a long lost brother, when our boy has no recollection of having spent time with 
him in a hospital in Naples after both got hit at Lanuvio in the push to Rome. 
Also remembered were buddies Seitoku Akamine, Ernest Enomoto and Hayato Tanaka. 
The quiet ones don't get to be lieutenants or comedians, but it seems the unquiet 
ones are the ones who are always unhappy about this and that. Tarush is still in 
a state of shock. We suggest he write to: Ben Murakami, 3201 Rose Street, 
Denver, Colorado 80205. 

BOO-BOO DEPARTMENT - Shigeru Ushijima graduated from an Instamatic Kodak to a 
sophisticated Pentax ME model and surprised himself over the pictures taken of 
the Colorado Rockies on a recent hop to the Coast with wife Kaz. One slip was 
committed at Salt Lake City when he loaded his camera without checking to see if 
the sprocket teeth were properly catching the perforations on the edge of the film. 
The film advance lever kept clicking off the number of shots taken, but the film 
stayed put. We should talk. Same thing happened to us at Lichtenstein and we had 
to beg Saburo Hasegawa to cover up our mistake with duplicate slides from his 
collection. You're in good company, Shigeru. Welcome to the club. 

* * * * * * * 
SAD NOTE - Our condolence to Charley Nishimura and Larry Hirokawa on a recent 
bereavement in the family. Both lost their fathers to Father Time and we trust 
the passing of the years will smooth ou t the grief of the moment. 
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Hakaru T aoka 
R"'rOf Auocl.r. 

Need any assistance 

in buying or selling real estate? 

I would be more than happy to help you 

in any way I can. 

1020 Ke.umoku St. Honolulu. H~waii 96814 

Phone: Bus. 531-0281 Rts. 6224575 

• The Best in 
Japanese 
Entertainment! 

507r Discount Wllh Wlfe 

for Club 100 memtx-r' 

\1em~r"hlp card 
mu~t be presented 
at the boxoff.ce . 

niPpon 
IHfRTRf 

ti f I.f. T A"I ' A & ~. t A U M O KlJ <0 " • PH l)",E 1'4' , 4.144 

For REAL ESTATE and things 

Call W~rren Iw~i (RA) 

Ch~rhe Chapter 

PETE KIMURA REALTY 
1149 S. Beretani~ St .. 

Honolulu, HI 96814 

Bus. 531·6461 
Res. 734~348 

KUHIO 
AUTO REPAIR. INC. 

TONY KINOSHITA ··0·· 

GENERAL AUTO REPAIR 

WE SPECIALIZE IN 

BODY & FENDER WORK 

245 7 So. King Street 
1'1I0Nf. 955-1378 

Bob's Piano 

Robert Y. Fukumoto 
3227 Kaunaoa Street 
Honolulu, Hi. 96815 Phone 732-0076 

ALL TVPE S Of MILLWORK 
COMMERCIAL STORE fiXTURES 

STANLEY'S MILLWORK INC. 

STANLEY S. TERUYA 
Phone: 836-3804 

2825 KOAPAKA ST 
HONOLULU. HAWAII 96819 
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MAUl CHAPTER NEWS 

by Tom Nagata 

Maui Chapter members and their wives held their Mother's Day dinner on Saturday, 
May 12, at the Golden Dragon Chinese restaurant with hardworking Katsumi Hanada 
as chairman of this popular event. Richard Iriguchi and Tadao Sato registered 
the members and Wallace Maeda said grace before dinner. After a delicious 
Chinese dinner, everybody gathered in the conference room upstairs for after
dinner refreshments and bingo games. Akira Ishikawa served as bartender and 
also assisted Masao Sato and Shiro Yamato run the bingo games. President 
Johnny Miyagawa made a short announcement and also thanked Hanada for his hard 
work in planning this event. Donors for the bingo and door prizes were the 
Ben Franklin Store, Goichi Shimanuki and Masao Sato. 

Chapter President Johnny Miyagawa represented Club 100 at the Memorial Day 
ceremony held at the Makawao Veteran's Cemetery on Monday morning, May 28th, 
and Satoji Butch Arisumi served as MC for the program. Club 100 was in 
charge of the observance this year. 

Our annual anniversary picnic was held at the Waikapu Community Center on 
Sunday, June 24th. Tsukio Yamagata was chairman of this much enjoyed picnic. 
President Miyagawa presented Miss Iris Yamato her high school graduating gift. 
Member's wives brought rice and extra dishes while Tom Yamada, Tadao Sato, 
Toshio Iwami and Ralph Tamura prepared and cooked the delicious pulehu and 
teriyaki meat and hot dogs. The club also supplied salad, tsukemono, beer 
and soda. After lunch, Masao Sato and Shiro Yamato ran the bingo games. 
Donors for the Bingo and door prizes were as follows: W. Goo, G. Himanuki, 
J. Miyagawa, W. Michioka, W. Kaneshina, J. Gushiken, T. Sato , R. Iriguchi, 
T. Yamagata and T. Nagata. 

The Waikapu Community Center was also the scene of the Club's dance class 
with Ronald Higashi as instructor. Members and their wives went through the 
basic fox trot steps and are now at the waltz and disco steps. Usual 
Wednesday evening class has been suspended temporarily but will continue 
in about 3 weeks. 

Our congra tula tions and "Happy Retirement" go to the following members who 
retired as of December 31, 1978: Kaoru Moto, Nobuyoshi Furukawa and Wataru 
Michioka. 

Also, get-well wishes go to Mrs. Tom Yamada and Tadayoshi Hamasaki, who 
were hospitalized recently. 

We extend our deepest sympathy to Iwao Takamori and Takashi Masuda, who 
lost close relatives recently. Iwao's brother, Shigeo, and Takashi's 
mother passed away. 

* * * * * 
Children go away and live their own lives, starting when they are about 18. 
Parents who accept this as a natural part of the order of things will see their 
grown children surprisingly often. 
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CHAPTER NEWS 

by Tad Hashimoto 

On Saturday, May 5, the 2nd annual Bo-Chan Nite was held at the Kono Hawaii 
Restaurant located in Santa Ana, California. Considering the frustrating gasoline 
hassle we all here have been going through, (and I managed to get some gas the day 
before otherwise I would not have been able to make it), somehow everyone got some 
petrol. Incidentally it was 100 miles round trip for me, and amazingly fifty 
persons attended this dinner and show combo. 

The freeways were practically empty of traffic, a rare and weird scene out 
here in L.A. 

This very successful evening under the capable chairpersons of Lily Mamiya, 
Nora Kim, and Matsu Furuye began around 7:00 p.m. with all the ladies paying and 
the Bo-Chans (men) free, or rather paid for by the 100th Club. 

Under Konte ~nd May Fujita's extra fund raising activities, we all had one 
free drink on them. Our thanks to a couple of hardworkers in all endeavors. 

Joining us were Joe and Katie Hironaka who flew down to L.A. from San Jose. 
They were in L.A. for a golden wedding anniversary celebration of a very close 
family friend. Joe says getting gasoline was just as bad in San Jose. Anyway 
it was real nice to see them again. 

Our dinner consisted of ginger salad, chop suey, fried rice, and on separate 
skewers were rib, chicken and shrimp. Coffee and tea. It was very good and tasty. 

The show called Hawaii U.S.A. starring Moku and Manny (two very good male 
singers) a six piece combo, a male fire dancer and three lovely Hawaii ladies put 
on a very lively and entertaining show, and from reactions of the audience, enjoyed 
by all. 

After the first show which lasted a couple of hours, about one half of the 
group called it a night and left for home. 

After a short intermission, Dr. Dante,a hypnotist,appeared. From all reports 
he put on a great show that was enjoyed tremendously by those who remained. 

On Monday, May 28 at 11:00 a.m. Memorial Day Service was held at the Ever
green Cemetery in L.A. in memory of our departed comrades and friends. 

Taking part in floral tributes were Allan Dong and Young Oak Kim. 

In attendance were: Henry Sakato, Tom Kasai, Buddy Mamiya, Douglas Tanaka, 
Monte and May Fujita, Chick Furuye, Young Oak Kim, Jim Ishizawa, Kiyoshi and 
Bonnie Horino, Eric Abe, Lloyd and Chucki Seki, Harry and Fuji Fukasawa, Allan 
and Kaza Dong and Tad and Sue Hashimoto. 

Hershey Miyamura, our Medal of Honor recipient, was invited to attend the 
June 23rd reunion in Hawaii, but could not make it. 

Hershey also sent a generous donation of $100 to Club 100th of Los Angeles. 
All the members wish to thank you for your generosity. 
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Around the last week of May, Takeshi Teshima, businessman from Japan, with 
interests in Honolulu, Japan and Europe was in Los Angeles. He was a member of 
the original 100th Battalion of Company "B". 

He entertained personal friends Mike Miyake and Douglas Tanaka at a sumptuous 
feast at Fu Ling in Chinatown. Among others at the dinner were Monte Fujita and 
Frank Nakamura, retired from Mattels, designer of the famous Barbie Doll. 

At our chapter's April 18 meeting, it was nice to see Albert Mayeda (Sakaye) 
who lives in Arlington, California. 

Your reporter's son Michael (Mike) T. Hashimoto was sent to Honolulu, Hawaii 
in early July, paid for by owner, editor/publisher Gerald Jann of Jade Magazine 
(issued quarterly), an Asian American magazine. 

His assignment was to photograph Senator Daniel Inouye who was to be in Hawaii 
at that time. Senator Inouye will be on the cover of the next Jade Magazine. 

Issue Volume Three-Number One (April 1979) has 
Team, among others, Young Oak Kim was interviewed. 
Asians and things pertaining to them. 

* * 

an article on the 442nd Combat 
The magazine has to do with all 

* 
On April 30, funeral services were held at the Los Angeles Union Church for 

Bill M. Higashiyama, a longtime member of the chapter. Ben Tagami was one of the 
pall bearers and Nelson Tanaka represented the 42nd Association in the floral 
tribute. Our sympathies go to Bill's family. 

2.I.,...ic:lI ...... 
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Be.t Wishes to the Club 100) 
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It is impossible to treat a woman too well. 
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Weddings 

Candids & Formals 

Baby Portraits 

Color or 

Black & White 

H. DEAN ISHIHARA 

PHONE 

949-0102 
2080-8 S. King St. 

HONOLULU 

PHONE 

677-3335 
94-268 Depot St. 

WAIPAH-U 

~1Ioeo~ 
rr~~ APPAREL 

MADE IN HAWAII 

Manu/acturers 0/ portswear 

BOB TAKASHIGE, Prop. 
"B" Co. 

Phone 949-0948 
1428 E Makaloa Street • Honolulu, Hawaii 96814 

Features: 

Please 
Make Your 
Reservations 
Early 
call 
845·6625 
or 
841·9831 

Finest Japanese Food Prepared by 
Chefs Direct from Japan 

Fourteen Beautiful Waitresses in 
Kimonos Ready to Serve You 

A Large Hall That Can 
Accommodate over 1,000 guests, or 

can be partitioned into five 
good sized rooms 

Seven Additional Rooms 
Availab le for Small Parties 

MI NIMUM OF FOUR 
750 KOHOU STREET 

By Kapalama Canal Between N. King St. & Dillingham Blvd. 

Complete Pest Control 
"Fight Disease 

·through Pest Control" 

536-0038 
844 Queen st. 

William Komoda 
"B" Co. 
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DANCE CLUB NEWS by Yasuo Takata 

What a sight to see. Our dancers doing the waltz. With the weeks of practice, 
they are now moving with the music - One, two, three, One, two, three. It is a 
wonderful sight to see all of them stepping lightly, gliding, rising and falling 
with the music. Looks like a gentle wave, going up on two and coming down on 
three and starting again on one , then rising on two. Everybody is movi ng with 
the beat. I even asked Mildred Nishigaya to l ook at her husband, '-Doc,' do i ng 
the waltz so gracefully although he was doing the simple steps. 

On the July 13 practice night 1 J ohn and Rei Hamano danced a solo beautiful 
wa l tz to the tune of the Anniversar y Waltz, not knowing that they were dancing 
their 33rd wedding anniversary waltz. Thanks t o Ken Suehiro who kept everything 
hush hush, the Hamano's were treated to a delightful surprise 33rd anniversary 
cake decorated wi th a be-autiful candle donated by t heir daughter. Congra t ula t i ons 
to the Hamano's one of the fines t dancing couples , we have in our club. 

Perhaps we should have more surprise anniversary dances, birthday dances and 
others. Everybody had a very enjoyable evening. 

With the foxtrot, the beat is a 4-4 time where you have steps going slow, slow, 
quick, quick, or slow, quick, quick and quick, quick,-quick, quick so it makes 
it difficult for the partners to fol low. As Larry , our instructor says, it is 
our most difficult dance step although it seems easy . Our classes are improving 
steadily. No more bobbing, but smooth, light steps . No more keeping time with 
the hands and arms. As former instruc tor George Yamada used to say: no more 
jumping . Let the music beat on your ear drum, travel up to your brain, sent it 
down your body to your feet and dance to the beat of the music. Then you will 
feel the joy of dancing. 

Recently, we lost one of our promising dancers - Mrs . Florence Hatakenaka. 
Many of you were at her funeral service. But on behalf of the Dance Club may 
we offer our deepest sympathy to Roy Ha takenaka, who lost not only his wife 
but also his mother a couple of weeks la ter. 

Lately we haven't seen our cheery, Monday night hustler - Martin Tohara. An 
inquiry revealed that he is suffering from ''Runners Knee" and will be out for 
a while. Hope you recover soon for we miss your jolly pr esence. 

On May 26, the club held a Jolly May Dance. We thank Bea trice & Mike Takahashi, 
Edith & Max Imai, co-chairmen, and the i r assistants Eugene & Gladys Kawakami, 
and Frances Komiyama for a most enjoyable evening of dancing, delicious refresh
ments and drinks. More of you are showing up. That ' s good. We expect to see 
all of you at our July 28 dance which wi ll featu r e a live orchestra. 

OfH_off 
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FIRST LINE 
~UALITY TIllES 
wit~ ut.nded 
IlIIrlntlls! 

SHOCKS. 
LOAD LEVELERS 
, AIR SHOCKS 
.. ail.~. wittl 
Lif.t" 
Cufallt ... ! 

Ii 
HEAVY DUTY 
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• and 60 .ontll 
SU,rlnttts! 



r 

CLUB 100 BOWLING NEWS 

by Donald Nagasaki 

This is the story of the league after 
the Friday, July 13 play. 

Going into the final three weeks of 
1979 Club 100 Bowling Mixed League 
at Stadium Bowl-O-Drome, league -
leading Nakatani Farm has increased 
its lead to seven points by stamping 
out a 3-1 victory over runner-up 
Trophy Center. For the farmer's, 
Todd Takashige's 223-562 and Dale 
Nakatani's 542 were the highs. George 
Endo's 511 was the best for the trophy 
men. 

Even.though it won only one game, 
Stanley's Millwork managed to split 
2-2 with Team SN by taking the total 
pinfall for the millworkers. Patrick 
Hirano's 515, Ken Endo's 203-514 and 
Warren Iwai's 183+21=204 were the high 
games. Francis Sin's 202+20=222 and 
Penny Yamada's 150+57=207 were the 
best games for the SN's. 

Goro Sumida's 513 and Duane Teruya's 
190+15=205 aided Kanraku Teahouse to a 
3-1 victory over Harry Asato Painting. 
Leighton Hirata's 200-536 was the big 
brush for the losing team. 

Hide Mitsui's 181+19=200 for Holo Holo 
Apparel helped to gain a 2-2 split 
over Vet's Termite. Malcolm Hirano's 
540 was the big series for the Termite 
team. 

Takeshi Iwamoto's 166+35=201 and 
Genichi Masumotoya's 169+33=202 helped 
Shiseido of Hawaii to a 3-1 score over 
Greg Ikeda Insurance. Tom Matsumura's 
508 series for the insurance team 
helped prevent a shut out. 

LEAGUE STANDING (AS OF JULY 13, 1979) 
League 

1. Nakatani Farm 
2. Trophy Center 
3. Stanley's Millwork 
4. Team SN 
5. Harry Asato Painting 
6. Kanraku Teahouse 
7. Holo Holo Apparel 
8. Shiseido of Hawaii 
9. Greg Ikeda Insurance 

10. Vet's Termite 

Points 
57 
50 
46 
45 
42 
40 
40 
37 
36.5 
26.5 
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MANOA FINANCE CO INC 
AUTO 

PERSONAl 
BUSINESS 
REAL ESTAT! 

MORTGAGE 1st & 2nd 

"WHERE TO CALL" 
MAIN OFFICES 

MANOA FINANCE CO INC 
2733 E Man~ Rd ......... 988-2121 

MAKIKI 
Manoe. Finan~ Co Inc 

Keeaumoku Branch 
824 Keeaumoku .•...... . 941-3361 

• DOWNTOWN 
Manoa Finance Co Inc 

Alake& Br 194 S Hotel . ... . . 533-7407 
Downtown Br 31 N King . . . . 537-3925 

Musical 'nstrument~ 
&. ACa-ssor1es 

Appliances 

Radios. TV 

LarJr Selection of Rnords 

,,~ s~"';('~ &- R~p.;' 
£u'7'1a;.~ .,. Sell 

Sttl V ...... II •••• 

~1iI( 735-2866 
leIS7 WAIAl.Af AVI. 

SELECT UNDERWR'TERS. LTD. 
641 Keeaumoku Street, Suite 2 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96814 
phone 949-0041 

All LINES OF INSURANCE 

S(IAH H()t(AMA (At "8IFFA" MO'UGUCHI fAI 

FRANK U((MARA (At SONSEf NAKAMURA fel 

_OM ., A»AGA TA (At 
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"'SAV€ 
PAINTING WALTER'S U·SAVE PRINTING 

Walter M Okamoto 
Propr.Plor 

905·0 KOKEA STREET I 0 OlUlU. HAWAII 96817 I PHONE 847-4155 

PHO E 8 7 15S 

COMMERCI AL PRINTING 
BUSINESS CARnS 

BUSlr\JESS FORM S 

LETTERHEAD S 

ENVELOPES 

HO E 

OF THf 

PUKA PU A 

PAHADE 

WEDDING INVITATIONS 

NEWSLETTERS 

OF F ICE FORMS 

INVO IC E 

Kukui Mortuary 
2233 NUU.U UE 

HONOLULU. H ",.'AII 6817 

PHO E 537 5548 

KENNETH 5 KAWAMOT O 
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VETERANS ADMINISTRATION 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Q - I have an NSLI loan outstanding on which the annual interest charge is four 
percent on the unpaid balance. I desire to initiate another loan. Will 
the interest rate remain the same? 

A - NO. ALL INSURANCE LOANS ISSUED ON OR AFTER JANUARY 11, 1971, CARRY AN 
ANNUAL INTEREST RATE OF FIVE PERCENT. HOWEVER, THE EXISTING LOAN WILL 
CONTINUE TO BEAR THE FOUR PERCENT INTEREST RATE. 

Q - I have decided to remain under the old non-service connected pension 
program. Are my rates of payment subject to change? 

A - YES. THE BENEFIT YOU ARE RECEIVING NOW WILL CONTINUE AND IS SUBJECT TO 
CHANGE IF YOU LOSE A DEPENDENT, YOUR NET WORTH BECOMES EXCESSIVE OR IF 
YOUR INCOME LIMITATION IS EXCEEDED. 

Q - What must I do to apply for an increase in my VA disability compensation? 

A - IN ORDER TO GET A RE-EVALUATION YOU MUST SUBMIT A REQUEST ALONG WITH 
EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT THE CLAIM, PREFERABLY MEDICAL EVIDENCE. IF TREATMENT 
HAS BEEN PROVIDED AT A VA FACILITY, INDICATE WHERE AND WHEN. THE 
NECESSARY TREATMENT REPORTS MAY BE OBTAINED BY THE VA. 

Q - I recently read that new legislation removed the l4-year education limit 
for disabled Vietnam veterans who are applying for Veterans Rehabilitation 
Appointments (VRA). Is this true? 

A - YES. RECENT LEGISLATION SIGNED BY PRESIDENT CARTER AMENDED THE VRA 
CRITERIA TO REMOVE THE l4-YEAR EDUCATION LIMIT FOR DISABLED VETERANS AND 
ALSO REMOVED THE ONE YEAR FROM DATE OF DISCHARGE RESTRICTION FOR APPLYING 
FOR VRA. VISIT YOUR NEAREST VA ASSISTANCE CENTER FOR DETAILS. 

Q - I served five months on active duty and received an honorable discharge 
on February 27, 1979. Am I entitled to Veterans Group Life Insurance (VGLI)? 

A - YES. INDIVIDUALS RELEASED FROM ACTIVE DUTY WHO HAD FULL-TIME SERVICEMEN'S 
GROUP LIFE INSURANCE ARE ELIGIBLE. YOU HAVE 120 DAYS AFTER SEPARATION 
(WITHOUT EVIDENCE OF INSURABILITY) TO SUBMIT YOUR APPLICATION AND PREMIUM 
PAYMENT TO THE OFFICE OF SERVICEMEN'S GROUP LIFE INSURANCE, 212 WASHINGTON 
STREET, NEWARK, N.J. 07102. 

Q - I understand the Veterans Administration's automobile allowance for eligible 
disabled veterans has been increased. By how much and when did it become 
effective? 

A - THE ALLOWANCE WAS INCREASED FROM $3,300 TO $3,800 BY PUBLIC LAW 95-479, 
EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 1978. APPLY AT ANY VA OFFICE. 

Q - I am moving to a new town. How do I change the direct deposit of my 
Veterans Administration compensation payment? 
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A - GO TO YOUR NEW BANK AND FILL OUT A NEW AUTHORIZATION. THIS WILL OT 
TAKE EFFECT FOR 60 TO 90 DAYS. WE SUGGEST THAT YOU KEEP YOUR OLD B 
ACCOUNT OPEN UNTIL THE NEW AUTHORIZATION HAS TAKEN EFFECT AND PAYME S 
ARE BEING MADE INTO YOUR NEW ACCOUNT. 

Q - I am a 58 year old World War II veteran. 
insurance and am still paying premiums. 
with this policy? 

I kept my $10,000 GI life 
Are there any disability benefi 

A - YOUR POLICY PROVIDES FOR WAIVER OF PREMIUMS IF YOU BECOME TOTALLY 
DISABLED FOR INSURANCE PURPOSES PRIOR TO YOUR 65TH BIRTHDAY AND THE 
DISABILITY CONTINUES FOR AT LEAST SIX CONSECUTIVE MONTHS. THE WAIVER 
MAY BE EFFECTIVE THE FIRST PREMIUM DUE DATE AFTER TOTAL DISABILITY 
OCCURS BUT IT MAY NOT BE EFFECTIVE MORE THAN ONE YEAR PRIOR TO VA'S 
RECEIPT OF CLAIM. 

Q - I heard recently that the Veterans Administration has increased the amount 
it will guarantee on a home loan. What is the new amount? 

A - THE MAXIMUM VA WILL NOW GUARANTEE IS 60 PERCENT OF THE LOAN, NOT TO 
EXCEED $25,000. 

Q- I am consideIing obtaining a VA guaranteed home loan. However, I have 
an outstanding education benefits overpayment. Will this affect my 
obtaining a guaranteed home loan? 

A - VA NOW REQUIRES THAT EDUCATION OVERPAYMENTS AND EDUCATION LOAN DEFAULTS 
BE CLEARED BEFORE APPROVAL OF A HOME LOAN. 

Q - I am a widow who no longer receives a VA pension because my income exceeds 
the limit permissible. However, I am receiving pension for my minor son 
who will soon be 18. I have been told that the pension will stop as of 
his 18th birthday. Is this true? 

A - YOUR SON MAY CONTINUE TO RECEIVE VA PENSION UNTIL HIS 23RD BIRTHDAY IF 
HE REMAINS SINGLE AND ENROLLED IN AN APPROVED SCHOOL. VERIFICATION IS 
REQUIRED AND MUST BE PROVIDED ON VA FORM 21 - 674, AVAILABLE AT ANY VA OFFICE. 

Q - What is the present hourly rate for students working under the Veterans 
Administration's work-study program? 

A - VA WORK-STUDY STUDENTS RECEIVE $2.90 PER HOUR. 

Q - Who is eligible for a non-service connected death pension? 

A - ALL WIDOWS, WIDOWERS AND CHILDREN OF VETERANS WHO HAVE HAD 90 DAYS WARTIME 
SERVICE AND WERE DISCHARGED UNDER CONDITIONS OTHER THAN DISHONORABLE ARE 
BASICALLY ELIGIBLE FOR A NON-SERVICE CONNECTED DEATH PENSION BASED ON NEED. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT YOUR NEAREST VETERANS ADMINISTRATION OFFICE. 

Q - Should a veteran move into a home being purchased through a GI loan before 
approval of the loan by the Veterans Administration? 

A - NO. IF THIS IS DONE, THE VETERAN RUNS THE RISK OF HAVING TO EITHER MOVE 
OUT OR FIND OTHER FINANCING IN THE EVENT HE CANNOT MEET VA QUALIFICATIONS . 
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Q - What does VA accomplish with vocational adjustment counseling? 

A - VOCATIONAL ADJUSTMENT COUNSELING ASSISTS VETERANS IN RESOLVING PERSONAL 
AND EMOTIONAL PROBLEMS. IT IS PROVIDED WHENEVER IT IS FOUND THAT SUCH 
PROBLEMS DISRUPT, OR MAY ADVERSELY AFFECT SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF A 
TRAINEE'S PROGRAM. 

Q _ I have a permanent plan insurance policy with the Veterans Administration. 
Is there any loan value on the policy? 

A - AFTER THE POLICY IS ONE YEAR OLD, THE INSURED MAY BORROW UP TO 94 PERCENT 
OF THE ACCUMULATED RESERVE VALUE WITH INTEREST ON LOAN AT FIVE PERCENT. 
CONTACT YOUR NEAREST VETERANS ADMINISTRATION OFFICE. THEY WILL HELP YOU 
COMPLETE THE NECESSARY FORMS. 

Q _ I receive a widow's pensi~n from the VA. If I receive a cost of living 
increase in my social security this year, will my VA pension be reduced? 

A - PUBLIC LAW 95-588, EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 1979, PREVENTS ANY DECREASE IN 
PENSION SOLELY DUE TO A SOCIAL SECURITY COST OF LIVING INCREASE. 

2.5 MILLION VA PENSIONERS TO 
RECEIVE COST-OF-LIVING INCREASE EFFECTIVE JUNE 1 

The first cost-of-living increase in Social Security payments since passage 
of 1978's Veterans Administration pension reform bill will affect more than 
2.5 million VA pensione~s in a variety of ways. 

William C. Oshiro, Honolulu Veterans Administration Regional Office Director 
said the increase will bring a 9.9 percent boost in monthly payments for 
approximately 100,000 veterans and their beneficiaries enrolled under the 
new pension plan. For those who chose to remain under the old pension plan, 
there is an upward adjustment in the income limitation ceiling. 

Congress last year linked VA pensions to Social Security cost-of-living hikes 
when it enacted a new VA pension program that gave pension recipients a 
choice of converting or remaining under the existing plan. 

VA officials say almost 400,000 applications have been received for conversion 
to the new pension program and that another 200,000 are expected before the 
end of 1979. 

While the new program offers higher pension rates than the old one, all income 
of a veteran and his dependents is counted in calculating his pension. Under 
the old plan, pension rates are lower but certain income is included. 

VA officials today renewed their suggestion that veterans or their beneficiaries 
wishing full information on the pension choices open to them, contact the 
nearest VA office or consult a service officer of one of the national veterans 
organization in their home community. 

The increase in pension benefits is effective the first of June 1979. It 
will be reflected in the July pension checks. 
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