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MITSUYOSHI FUKUDA (1917-1988) 
Sayonara and Rest in Peace 

Dr. Kenneth Otagaki 

Editors' note: The last issue of the 
Puka Puka Parade was printed before the 
untimely passing of Mits Fukuda on 
March 13, 1988 at the age of 71. We 
collected Jimmy Maeda's fine eulogy as 
well as the editorials appearing in the 
local papers to memorialize Mit's con
tribution and leadership in combat and 
in civilian life. We asked Ben Tamashi
ro to share some of his thoughts on Mits, 
who along with Fukuda was also chosen as 
the outstanding member of the 100th Inf. 
Combat Battalion for 1988. A recogni
tion ceremony was planned by the club 
but not carried out to date. This, then 
is a token of our esteem of Mits Fukuda. 

Spirit of the One-Puka-puka by Ben 
Tamashiro ---- One of the ways in which 
he put action into his philosophy of 
doing things for people was to serve on 
the personnel committee of the Hawaii 
Conference of the United Church of 
Christ. And it was only last year, 
after several decades of service, that 
Mits finally pulled himself off the 
cornmi t tee. 

That is one of the things I had 
wanted to write about in the article, 
reprinted below, published by the Hono
lulu Star-Bulletin (on the day of his 
funeral at Nuuanu Congregational Church). 
But in the rush of things, I forgot to 
pick it up. 

tlYes, few people knew about that," 
said Toshiko, suppressing a faint smile 
when I told her about it. "Like many 
other things, he just did it in his 
stride." I was aware of it only because 
I used to see his name on the Confer
ence roster. So in my interview with 
him some years back, we touched on that. 

"We lived in constant fear that a 
shell would land on us or we'd get hit 
by rifle bulle t, II he said. IIAnd you 
developed a whole set of rituals. One 
of the things I remember is putting on 
my right shoe first. And carrying the 
same things in the same pocket. I 
carried a tobacco pouch and a pipe with 
me and I'm not a smoker. But I was 
given the pouch and pipe - I don't know 
by whom - but I considered this to be a 
lucky omen. I also carried a Bible in 
my jacket all the way through, but I 
don't read the Bible." 

Then there were those ordinary 
everyday actions, as he called them: 
the way the boys worked together, helped 
each other. IIBut when you put it all 
together, each action was outstanding." 

There was the messenger, for 
instance, who dug his foxhole for him 
whenever he saw that Mits was all pooped 
and in no condition to dig one for him
self. Also, the guy who lugged an 
extra blanket with him; up in the cold 
and snowy mountains, Mits could always 
count on him when he needed an extra 
comforter to keep him from freezing. 
And the sergeant who, in a pack already 
stuffed with the essentials, yet mana
ged to shove in a stove and a couple 
pounds of rice ... and when they'd 
come to a rest area, out would come the 
stove and rice and he'd call Mits over 
for some chow. "Little things like 
tha t," said Mi ts. 

To discover, then, that he has 
been serving on a committee of a major 
Christian denomination headquarters, 
though Bible-reading was not within his 
ken, is not unusual as it seems. 
Because that's the way he was, doing 
whatever he could to serve, even as 
these things were being done unto him. 
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Eulogy for 
MITSUYOSHIFUKUDA 

March 19, 1988 
Nuuanu Congregational Church 

James S. Maeda 
Mitsuyoshi Fukuda, laid down his 

too ls upon this earth and accepted 
the ca ll of His Maker, on the night of 

March 13, a t the a ge of 71 years. We 
a re ga thered he r e in this sanctuary 
to pay tribute and express our thanks 
t o Mi tsuyoshi Fukuda, Mits as he was 
known throughout his life touched our 
lives . To those of you sitting in the 
f ron t pews, he touched your lives a s 
a hu sband, father, gr andf a ther, 
brothe r and as a k i n. He l eave s many 
cherished memo ries with you. To the 
many others, Mits Fukuda, touched your 
li fe a s a comrade of the 100th Infantry 
Bn ., 442nd Re giment, and associate at 
Cas tle & Cooke and its subsidiaries, 
or a person who sat across you in 
labor negotiations, and as a friend. 
'e give a prayer of thanksgiving to 

God Almighty for the privilege of 
knowing a nd working with Mits Fukuda. 

Mi ts Fukuda wa s born in Waialua, 
Oahu , on January 15, 1917 to Kunizo 
and Ma tsu Fukuda. He was the eldest 
of 5 children. Mits experienced his 
fi rs t plantation strike at the age 
of 3 . The Japanese immigrant workers 
wen t on strike at Wa ialua . The father 
of t he hous e decided to move his family 
to Honolulu, where he could feed his 
f ami ly. So the family members packed 
t hei r belongings and set out to hitch 
hike the long road to Honolulu. Of 
course, the roads we r en't that good 
a nd not many cars passed. Mits remem
bers following his mother and she had 
the ir younger sister carried on the 
back , known as "o-pa". The fa ther 
carried the family bedding or futon. 

Mits grew up in the area of 
McCu lly. He attended Washington Inter
mediate School and later graduated from 
McKinley Hi gh School, known as Tokyo 
Co llege. Papa Fukuda, like many other 
Is sei parents in spite of the difficult 
economic times and depression, encouraged 

i ts to get an education. Mits attended 
University of Hawaii and graduated with 
a degree in a griculture and later re
ceived his teaching certificate. 

Mits Fukuda's interest and love 
for plants and flowers goes back to 
his degree in agriculture. Konawaena 
High School was his first place of 
employment. In those days the means of 
transportation to Kona was by boat, a 
cattleboat where he taught school for 
two years. Mits received a 2nd Lieu
tenant commission as a reserve officer 
at the Univers.ity of Hawaii. After 
December 7, 1941 Mits Fukuda reported 
to the 299th Inf. Hawaii National Guard 
at Hilo Airport. This was the beginning 
of Mits Fukuda's military career. I 
first met this friendly, officer Lt. 
Mits Fukuda on December 9, 1941 who came 
with a borrowed faded khaki shirt, and 
little did I realize that our friendship 
would expand for 46 years. 

Mits and Toshiko got married on 
January 8, 1942 in Honolulu. These 
newly weds had a rather unusual honey
moon. Toshiko managed to go to Hilo by 
boat and stayed at the Volcano House. 
During the day, Lt. Fukuda went down to 
the machine gun nest in Hilina pali and 
during the night he climbed up the hill 
to be with his bride. Mits Fukuda had 
an active, exciting and interesting 
military career. He was discharged from 
military service with a rank of Major, 
after 4 years of service on March 3, 1946. 

He began his employment with Castle 
& Cooke in the summer of 1946. Mits 
retired on August 1982, after 36 years 
of service. At the time of retirement 
he was vice president and industrial 
relations director. 

After his retirement Mits and 
Toshiko took up tennis and walking. In 
spite of his kidney dialysis treatment, 
three times a week during the past 2 
years, they traveled to Japan, Europe 
and the continental U.S. They were 
planning a trip to Japan with John Tsu
kano in May. Last year in September and 
October, Mits took a group of Company 
"A", 100th Bn. men and their wives to 
Camp McCoy, Wisconsin and to the dedi
cation of the Japanese-American, a 
display of the 100th, 442nd, Interpre
ters and mainland AJAs internment and 
concentration camps at the Smithsonian 
Institute, Washington, D.C. 
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Mits Fukuda died on March 13, 1988. 
He is survived by his wife, Toshiko, 
sons, David, patrick and Richard; 
daughter, Jean and three grandchildren, 
Jason, Kimberly and Maggie. 

Upon returning to civilian life, 
veterans of the lOath Infantry Bn. took 
three vocational routes. First, in 
government by way of elected officials; 
secondly, in government by way of civil 
service or appointed route; and thirdly, 
by way of private business and industry. 
Mits Fukuda was hired by Castle & Cooke 
Ltd., "A Big Five" Company in the summer 
of 1946. Mits made an in-road in the 
industrial relationship department of 
the company. Not too long after Mits 
went to work for Castle & Cooke, the 
sugar strike of 1946 came about. The 
popular personalties of the ILWU of 
that era were: Bridge, Hall & Goldblatt. 
Mts Fukuda and his associates partici
pated in many sugar, pineapple and long
shore strikes. Mits Fukuda became a 
hardworking and dedicated member of 
Castle & Cooke. He and his committee 
members were instrumental in getting the 
job classification system for the sugar 
plantations. Toward the end of his 
working career, Mits was recognized for 
his valuable contributions and was pro
moted to vice president and industrial 
relations director of Castle & Cooke. 
Mits Fukuda was one of the first AJA 
to become an officer of a Big Five 
Company. 

posing the question to one of Mits 
Fukuda's former associates, "why was 
Mits Fukuda so successful in his work?" 
The reply came back as follows: (quote) 
"Mits Fukuda led by example. He was a 
practioner by example. He was a student 
of human psychology. Mits gave you more 
work than you could achieve or complete. 
The purpose was so that you could 
stretch beyond what one believed in his 
capabilities." (unquote) This repre
sented the depth of Mits Fukuda's wisdom 
about people. He did not use people 
in a bad sense. He had a sense of 
humor. Mits possessed a human warmth 
and treated every person as a human 
being. Finally, "the mark of Mits 
Fukuda was trust. His superiors and 
peers trusted him. Both management and 
labor trusted Mits. A former vice
president of ILWU told me once, (quote) 
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Jimmy Maeda, I trust your friend Mits 
Fukuda and I have lots of Aloha for 
him." (unquote) 

Yes, the foundation of Mits 
Fukuda's success s tory is TRUST, "his 
credibility". He proved that when given 
the opportunity local products can do the 
work of executive here in Hawaii and 
elsewhere. 

To you David, Patrick, Richard and 
Jean; and to Jason, Kimberly and Maggie 
you do not know much about your father's 
and grandfather's military life. He and 
the many other brave soldiers of the 
lOath and 442nd Inf. Regiment are written 
up in history. He was truly a soldier, 
a warrior, a samurai and a hero to many 
of us. Read further to find out about 
the Fukuda task force toward the end of 
the Italian campaign. Unfortunately, 
when the veterans of the lOath get
together now, they don't fight the war 
anymore. They talk about their aches 
and pains and their grandchildren. 

Mits Fukuda was always concerned 
about the welfare of his men. We know 
of two instances when he said, "No" to 
orders for Company "A" to attack. If 
our company commander obeyed the orders 
at that time, some of us will not be here 
today. Capt. Fukuda or Major Fukuda was 
a good combat officer. Mits was later 
appointed as commanding officer of lOath 
Infantry Bn., "known as the Purple 
Heart Bn.". He was the first American 
of Japanese Ancestry to command an 
infantry battalion in the history of U.S. 
Army. 

(quote) Lynn Cros t: "Precedent was 
broken again when he was appointed as 
executive officer of the 442nd. Mits 
was the only Nisei combat officer in 
U.S. Army to hold field rank" (unquote) 

Many of us are grateful to Major 
Fukuda for being a great combat leader. 
He received the Silver Star, Bronze Star, 
Legion of Merit medals and the Combat 
Infantry Badge. 

As for Mits Fukuda's religious 
life, he wasn't the church going man, 
only until recently. However, he was a 
man who practiced his Christian steward
ship. He gave his time, talent and money 



---------------------------------------------------------- ------------------

to the: Punahou carnival, Nuuanu 
Church's annual plant sale, Club 100 
and other organizations. A few of his 
friends in Hilo, would receive word to 
gather some birdnest ferns, or he needs 
some azaela plants or cuttings. Mits 
served actively on the HMSA board and 
committees, the board of directors of 
Hawaii Stevedore Co., Friends of Foster 
Garden and State Deferred Compensation 
Board. He had also served on the Kua
kini Hospital and Honolulu Sympathy 
boards. 

Mits was very active with the lOath 
Infantry organization, the Club 100. He 
served as one of the club's early pre
sidents and served on many committees . 
He always participated in the annual 
plant show of the club's plant club. 
Until his death Mits Fukuda was the 
chairman of the Long Range Planning 
Committee. This committee has been 
working together on a joint project 
with the Japanese Chamber of Commerce 
for the establishment of cultural center. 
Mits felt we have to perpetuate the name 
of Club 100, but we can 't do it just by 
leaving a building. He felt that we 
needed to leave something for posterity. 
By this project we will be passing the 
torch to our future generation as we 
fade away . For those members of the 
Club 100 here today, Mits Fukuda leaves 
a challenge for us to continue and 
complete the project -- it's later than 
you think. 

To David, patrick, Richard and 
Jean your dad was very happy and thank
ful you completed your higher education 
and are now self- supporting. You grew 
up during a difficult time with minimum 
headaches to your parents. He enjoyed 
the family gathering with you on the 
different islands and the mainland. He 
was a good father to you. Jason, 
Kimberly and Maggie, grandfather Fukuda 
will miss you and you will miss him. 
Please remember the happy times you had 
with grandpa. Toshiko, we the comrades 
and friends of Mits thank you for taking 
care of him in his retirement and ill
ness. We are very grateful to you. 

We thank God for sending Mits 
Fukuda to us and the privilege of his 
friendship and association. We salute 
a man and an outstanding soldier. 

And I said to the man who stood at the 
gate of the year: 

"Give me a light, that I may tread 
safely into the unknown" 

And he replied: 

"Go out into the darkness and put your 
hand into the Hand of God 

That shall be to you better than light 
and safer than a known way" 

So, I went forth, and finding the Hand 
of God, trod gladly into the night. 

And He led me toward the hills and the 
breaking of day in the lone east. 

(from "Gate of the Year" by M.L. Haskins) 
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• Mits Fukuda~s servIce (From the Advertiser, March 18, 1988) 

M itsuYOShi Fukuda, who 
died Sunday at age 71, 

was a World War II hero and 
battle commander who later be
came one of Hawaii's outstand
ing industrial relations 
executives. A talented yet mod
est man, he achieved a couple of 
notable firsts for Asian-Ameri
cans here. 

"Mits" Fukuda was one of the 
original members of the 100th 
Infantry Battalion, the first all
Nisei combat unit in the United 
States Army, which was orga
nized at Schofield Barracks in 
June of 1942. He was a Universi
ty of Hawaii agriculture major 
who was commissioned a second 
lieutenant after ROTC training 
there. 

In what was later termed the 
most decorated unit for its size in 

Army history, Fukuda was 
among the heroes, receiving the 
Silver and Bronze Star medals 
among'others for his role in Italy 
and elsewhere in Europe. 

He was also a leader who be
came the 100th's commander to
ward the end of the war in 1945. 
That made him the first Nisei to 
take command of a U.S. Army 
combat infantry battalion. 

r-.'fits Fukuda was born in Wai
alua on Oahu of 'immigrant par
ents. Friends note the family 
was kicked out of the sugar plan
tation there for joining a Japa
nese worker strike and had to 
hitch-hike to Honolulu. 

Ironically yet deliberately, af
ter World War II he chose to join 
the plantation's parent company, 
Castle & Cooke Inc., as assistant 
industrial relations director. In a 

Fukuda Commanded Troops and Respect 
(From the Star.Bulietin, March 19, 1988) 

By Ben Tamashiro 

PUKA IS a Hawaiian word 
meaning opening or hole. And 
because the numerical designa
tion of the 100th Infantry Battal
ion contains two zeros or pukas, it 
lovingly became known to its 
members and associates as the 
One-Puka-Puka Battalion. 

Early this week, a revered mem
her and one of its wartime com
manders, Mitsuyoshi Fukuda, died 
here in Honolulu of a heart attack. 
He was 71, an unexpected death. 

Fukuda was one of the original 
members of the 100th, the first 
all-Nisei combat unit in the histo
ry of the U.S. Army, organized at 
Schofield Barracks in June 1942; a 
band of 1,400 young men who 
were in the Army either through 
prewar enlistments in the Hawaii 
National Guard or had been called 
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into the service prior to Pearl 
Harbor through the national 
draft. 

But they were now like pariahs 
because of their Japanese ances
try and the attendant question of 
loyalty that swirled about them, 
especially at that point in history, 
six months after Pearl Harbor, 
when the battle of Midway was 
being fought. 

Should the Japanese win, its 
next logical move would be to 
strike out at the islands them
selves. And if that circumstance 
should come about, would these 
boys fight for the land of their 
ancestors or the country of their 
birth? 

AS IT TURNED OUT, the Japa
nese were repulsed at Midway, 
even as the 100th was being 
shipped to the Mainland. After 
long months of training there, the 
unit was sent overseas and fought 

3S-year career there, he rose to 
become vice president for indus
trial relations and one of Ha
waii's leading figures in that 
field. 

Fukuda was the first Asian
American to become a vice presi
dent at Castle & Cooke. or. 
sources indicate, at any of the 
Big Five, as Hawaii's top old cor
porations were called. 

He served two terms as presi
dent of Club 100, the postwar 
veterans' organization of the 
group and was active in its plan
ning for the future. 

Now others will guide that fu
ture of an organization that is 
getting older. But Mits Fukuda 
will be remembered as a promi
nent figure in an outstanding 
group that made history in Ha
waii and our nation. 

in Italy and France with great 
distinction. It became known as 
the "Purple Heart Battalion" for 
its courageous battles at Cassino 
and was part of the 442nd Regi
mental Combat Team that rescued 
the "Lost Battalion" of the Texas 
36th Infantry Division at Bruy
eres, France. It is recognized as 
the most decorated unit for its size 
in army history. 

And when Fukuda became its 
commander towards war's end in 
1945, he was the first Nisei in the 
history of the army to take com
mand of a combat infantry battal
ion. Earlier, at Balonga, he headed 
a task force - Task Force Fukuda 
- to cut the road junction at a 
place called Aulla. It was the first 
time that a task force had been 
named for a Nisei. 

Fukuda was horn in Waialua at 
a time when the plantation work
ers were beginning to bestir them-



selves because of their low wages. 
The family was kicked out of the 
plantation for having joined the 
strike, which was then being 

A memorial tribute to a 
fighter and businessman 

staged by the Japanese workers 
against the plantation. 

Fukuda was only 3, but he re
membered the time because the 
family had to hitch-hike its way 
into Honolulu. His father was an 
immigrant from Japan who be
came a carpenter, his mother a 
picture bride who came to Hawaii 
about a year later. He was the 
eldest among three sisters and a 
brother. 

At the University of Hawaii. 
where he majored in agriculture, 
he took ROTC but his reserve 
commission as a second lieutenant 
had to be held up ulltil he had 

severed his dual citizenship 
which, until that moment, he was 
not aware of. 

FUKUDA BEGAN his postwar 
career with Castle & Cooke as a 
personnel relations assistant and 
at the time of his retirement sev
eral years ago had risen to become 
vice president of industrial rela
tions, probably the first Nisei to 
assume such responsibilities in 
one of the Big Five corporations. 

He haJ a high regard for Alex
ander Budge, past president and 
chairman of the board of Castle & 
Cooke. Whereas Budge was "Alex" 
to most everyone, to Fukuda he 
was always "Mr. Budge." 

When the lOOth Infantry Battal· 
ion left Honolulu Harbor in June 
1942, no one knew its destination. 
A week later when it landed in 
Oakland, Fukuda got the surprise 
of his young life when, among 
other things, he saw white people 
doing stevedore work on the 
docks. In Hawaii, such work was 

F photo 

Maj. Fukuda in 1947 Mitsuyoshi Fukuda in 1982 

mostly done by Japanese, Chinese 
or Filipino laborers; white people 
werc in supervisory and manage
ment positions only_ It created a 
lasting impression upon him_ 
"This struck me as being differ
ent," be told me in a recent discus
sion. "All through my v il:; it 
through the United States, I was 
impressed by this difference. And 
when we returned to Hawaii, my 
conviction was that the local boys 
had performed very well overseas 
and now that we had come back 
to Hawaii, we should be able to 
hold our heads high and be assum
ing managerial and professional 
positions in Hawaii." 

Club 100 is the postwar organi
zation of the veterans of the l00th. 
Fukuda served two terms as presi
dent and last year he led a large 
contingent of veterans on a senti
mental visit to Camp McCoy, Wis., 
the first training camp of the 
tOOth on the Mainland. 

At the time of his death, he was 
chairman of the club's long range 
planning committee working to 
incorporate the club into the Ho
nolulu Japanese Chamber of Com
mcrce's proposed Japanese Cul
tural Center of Hawaii. And in an 
irony of sorts, the board of direc
tors had only last month decided 
to honor him for his long years of 
service to the club. 

In another irony, the family had 
just come together the past week 
preparatory to going to Kona to 
celebrate the vnkudoshi. or 41st 
birthday, of Pat, the second son. 
He and his family had come from 
Seattle for this purpose. Jean, the 
youngest of four children, had 
also come from Seattle. David, the 
eldest, came from Maui. Richard, 
the third son, is here in Honolulu. 
They are now gathered for a sad 
farewell. 

Fukuda's wife, Toshiko. says 
that she and her husband were 
planning to visit Japan in May and 
Europe in September. The ironies 
keep piling up. Because of a need 
to catch up with his correspon
dence, he had recently bought a 
word processor. She's the one who 
will now have to learn to use the 
machine so she can keep up with 
his trail in the One-Puka·Puka. 
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Aging 

Ken Suehiro 

On seve~l occasions I wrote 
about Carl Shinoda and Elmo's age 
and how it was so easy to trip and 
fall. Now I know. One day I was 
walking down my garden steps when I 
slipped and fell! 

I have walked down these few steps 
a thousand times without mishap. But 
this time I did and in addition to 
falling I whacked my head against my 
orchid table. 

No kidding, I nearly blacked 
out and I was sure I fractured my thick 
skull. As soon as I recovered, I looked 
around to see if my neighbor or anyone 
else saw me fall! Luckily no one did. 
But I ended up with a lacerated ear and 
cut on my skull. 
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I read somewhere that ·you don't 
fall only because you're old, you fall 
because of physical, psychological or 
environmental factors. And if your 
doctor tells you that's normal for your 
age, get another doctor. Frankly I 
don't know why we fall but the bang on 
my head sure was painful! 

Recently I was invited to the 
40th Anniversary Party of the lOath 
Golf Club and I was sure surprised at 
the wealth of stories and humorous 
incidents experienced by the members. 
Foolishly I forgot my pad and pen but 
how about this - Marshall, Aki & Tom 
Nosse were part of a foursome and as 
usual Tom & Aki, couldn't find their 
balls. So while at the next tee, 
Marshall told Tom & Aki, "Watch your 
balls!" Tom heard it as "wash your 
balls". So he walked to the faucet 
and carefully washed his ball - holding 
up the game. 

Marshall almost had fits when 
Tom told him, "you said wash my ball!" 

And Aki always have difficulty 
following the flight of his ball. He 
looks at Marshall for direction. By 
looking at Marshall's face and direction 
he has an idea where his ball landed! 

So Marshall tells A i 
ball - no t my face!" 

"wa tch your 
some joke ! 

Another surprise was how being 
a member of our Clu b 100 Karaoke could 
have such effect on our boys . Fellows 
who were hesitant about standing before 
any group and introduce themselves went 
up to the stage that nite and sang songs. 
One example is Lefty Tanigawa. He 
actually sang a song! I' m sure every 
member of the golf club group who are 
also members of the Karaoke Club sang 
that nite. And they, as well as guests, 
were good. Very good. 

I'm happy that we have in exis
tence the dance, group, Karaoke, Green 
Thumbs, Bonsai, Ukulele Classes in 
addition to our chapter utilizing the 
clubhouse. 

The dancers looks so much better, 
the ukulele groups sound almost profes
sional, the Green Thumbs & Bonsai hold 
their annual show with great success and 
if for no good reason the Karaoke groups 
are having a great time singing and 
gaining confidence. 

It's a shame nothing is being done 
to improve the parking situation. With 
adequate parking I'm sure attendance will 
triple. What happened to the possible 
rental or lease of the property next to 
the Ala Wai School? 

And the Ala Wai School has a long 
term agreement with a dance group for 
Monday and Tuesday nites. Why hasn't 
the Administration looked into these 
possibilities? Perhaps someone can 
tell us why. 

"KODEN" - (Honorarium) - I believe 
nearly all families have some form of 
alphabetical card index system which is 
kept up to date with entries of why, 
what, when and value of receipt. Such 
record to be for future reciprocal 
action. 

Throughout these years we have 
received presents and other items 
(including money) for weddings, birth
days, deaths, etc. and we have recipro
ca ted. 



We can and will continue with this 
practice but what happens when we go? I 
know our friends who are still living 
will send Koden or bring it to the 
service. But what happens when this 
friend dies later? Do we hold our 
children responsible? 

I plan to turn over my records 
before I go and in addition leave some 
money with the records for reciprocal 
purposes. What do you think? Any 
sugges tions? 

Off Beat 
Wal ter Kadota 

THf ', : SSEI CONNECTION - A key ele
ment in the show of valor and character 
by the Niseis in WWII, was the role the 
Issei parent played in family upbringing. 
We are their descendants, who from early 
childhood, were duty bound to respect 
the traditional warrior code of honor: 
never tarnish one's family name and 
honor. This self-appraisal has come to 
epitomize the true grit that fired up 
men of the 100th Battalion to "go for 
broke" on the field of battle, and is 
best expressed by a catch-phrase of the 
times: "us guys were there, right on!". 

The image of the Issei comes across 
as a broad mix of the working proli
tariat who first came to this country on 
a labor contract. In time he fulfilled 
his contract, but elected to stay back 
and improve his lot in life, for the 
sake of the children. And he left his 
mark on the land, worthy of our respect 
that we have cause to commemorate and 
point with pride at our heritage ... And, 
given the nature of the times following 
Pearl Harbor, when our credibility was 
on the line, we AJA's who shed blood and 
our precious youth on the battlefield, 
have gained respect and dignity from 
main-stream rank and file America. So 
today we can rightfully hold that we 
have paid our dues to America, country 
of our birth and benefactor of our 
forebears ..••••. 

And so, we say mahalo to the then 
Kingdom of Hawaii (now the State of 
Hawaii) for having opened her doors to 
Japanese immigration over a century ago. 
They carved a niche in the melting pot 
culture and history of the Islands, for 
which we, who are bearers of that legacy, 
are eternally grateful .... And I say ari
gato Oto-san (Dad) for having come here 
on a fantasy quest for a pot 0' gold at 
rainbow's end. You're gone now, but a 
success story conceivably could have 
resulted in uprooting the family back to 
your ancestral home in Okikarnuro, Yama
guchi-ken in Japan. And the irony of 
such a conjecture could come up with a 
horror ending. Instead of writing this 
piece I could be sprouting daises in a 
jungle grave on some South Pacific 
island. Italy was "mo' bettah!". Lucky 
come Hawaii, Dad. 

Dis and Dat 
Ray Nosaka 

I will begin wi th the "The Prayer 
of St. Francis" - Lord make me an ins
trument of Thy peace. Where there is 
Hatred, Let me Love; Where there is 
Injury, Pardon; Where there is Doubt; 
Faith; Where there is Sadness, Joy; 
Where there is Darkness, Light". 

The other day while in a pensive 
mood, I stood before the photos of our 
Club 100 presidents displayed in Turner 
Hall. I counted 42 presidents and out 
of the 42, six have passed away. The 
first to lead Club 100 was Dr. Katsumi 
Kometani starting in the year 1944. I 
personally felt it a great honor to have 
known him and all of the men who followed 
taking the leadership since then. Then 
as I stod reflecting on the past, I felt 
a little sad when I started to wonder 
what has happened to the majority of 
these once active leaders who we don't 
see anymore at the meetings or other 
club activities. Their participation 
and expertise is still welcomed and 
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needed. For that matter, time and 
fellow ship of all members is ge tting 
short and very precious. Why don't we 
all just try to make it to the next 
chapter mee ting! 

HEALTH: Taken from a Mayo Clinic 
Health Letter, April 1988 - ASPRIN AND 
HEART ATTACKS 

A recent study, widely quoted in 
the media, reported on the results of 
taking an aspirin tablet every other 
day and its effect on heart attacks. 
The report was unique because only male 
physicians participated. The doctors 
were free of symtoms, or a history of 
Coronary artery disease. One group took 
an aspirin; the other took a placebo. 
Results of the study showed that one 
asp1r1n every other day reduced the 
likelihood of heart attacks. But also 
based on this study, not all of us 
should take an aspirin every other 
morning . Aspirin can help prevent 
accumulation of platelets (particles in 
bloodstream), thereby reducing clot 
formation. For example, if you know you 
have a coronary artery disease, or if 
you have had a bypass surgery, using 
asp1r1n regularly can help reduce the 
risk of a subsequent heart attack. 

Just as asp1r1n blocks your plate
lets' clogging properties in diseased 
arteries, so too when any artery breaks, 
the ability be impaired when a small 
artery within the brain breaks, a stroke 
follows. If you have risk factors for 
stroke, for example, uncontrolled high 
blood pressure, a history of stroke in 
the family, regular aspirin use may in
crease tha t risk. 

Until there is conclusive evidence 
that the regular use of aspirin prevents 
heart attacks and increases longevity, it 
is recommended that you follow your doc
tor's advice, stop smoking, maintain an 
appropriate weight for your height and 
start a program of moderate exercise, 
and keep your cholesteral within accept
able range. 
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"~H~ BUGS LEA~E \'\O~E" 

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL 
• TENT FUMIGATION • MAINTENANCE SERVICE 
• GROUND TERMITE • FHA & ESCROW REPORTS 
• SOIL POISONING • FINANCING AVAILABLE 

WE CAN BE BUGGED AT 
LICENSE NO. PC-17 845·9565 FREE ESTIMATES 

905 KOKEA 

HONOLULU, HAWAII 

TRAVEL NOW 
While you have the time and 

are physically abled. 
Relax, enjoy yourself and 

visit the places that you have 
always wanted to see. 

You deserve it! 

!lUi Travel Ways 
1040 South King St., Suite 103 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96814 
Ph. (808) 524-6711 

RAY NOSAKA ("8" CHAPTER) 
TSR License No. 1723 

SALES REP & TOUR ESCORT 
Residence Ph: 737-4864 

CALL AND ASK FOR BROCHURES 



General Cleanup - May 28, 1988 
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, Music Store 
~ 

Musical Instrument 
& Accessories 

Appliances 

Radios & TVs 

Large Selection of Records 

We Service & Repair 
Everything We Sell! 

Stu Yoshioka "B" 
Phone 735-2866 3457 Waialae Ave. 

FISHER "can do" 

The words "can do" are important to 
us! They are our guideline! It reflects 
an attitude that has gained us the 
reputation as the most dependable 
printer. 

If you have need of fine printing, give 
us a call ... we "can do!" 

Specializing in ... 

CAKES for every occasion 

PASTRIES PIES ROLLS 

NASH TAHARA 

Only the fiuest ingl"edicllts 

go into all of our products 

We stress on 

Quality - Service - Cleanliness 

KINGS BAKERY 
Phone 941-5211 

1936 ~. KINe; ST. • HONOLULU 

JAMES AKAMINE 
President and Manager # Fisher Printing Co./lne. 919 Kekaul;ke St. 1 Honolulu, HI I Ph. S3n966 

A COMPLETE PRINTING PLANT equipped and staffed for Service, Quality, and Va lue 



Able Chapter News 
Blue Nagasaki 

No doubt, you have already re
ceived the invitation to the Able 
Chapter Fellowship Night on Aug. 20, 
1988 Saturday at the clubhouse . It 
will be a great event especia lly when 
Richard Ishimoto is the chairman with 
Goro Sumida as his right-hand man. 
Contact has been made with a catering 
service and purchasing and collec tion 
of Bingo, games and door prizes has 
been going on since this event was 
announced. 

Special feature for the early 
birds will be the video showing of last 
year's Camp McCoy and Washington, D.C. 
tour. 

Contacts has been made to the 
following members who didn't say no 
as helpers for the night. They are 
Edward Kobata, Mr. & Mrs. Tom Nishioka, 
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Arakaki, Kunio Fuji
moto, Susumu Kunishige, Tom Fujise, 
Tadayoshi Sato, Masaru Kadamoto, Mr. 
& Mrs. Seie Oshiro. What a good feel
ing you will get if you did your share 
to make this gathering terrific. Will 
see you all there. Make your reserva
tion early - remember August 20, 1988! 

Who is Don Matsuda? Our 1988 Able 
president! Born and raised in the LA 
area so he is a "KOTONK". He volun
teered to serve the country at Heart 
Mountain Relocation Center - got his 
basic at Camp Shelby with 442nd Combat 
Team and joined the 100th Inf. Co. A 
Weapon Platoon at Anzio as the second 
group of replacement. He was one of a 
few who fought without a scratch thru 
out the European Campaign and was ready 
to go to the Far East area but got dis
charged because he earned enough points. 

After Disch, he went to Chicago 
to live with his family members who 
moved there from the relocation center . 
That's where he met his future wife, 
Kimiko thru his mutual friend. After 8 
years at windy city - he returned to his 
furusato (home town) LA - got married 
and settled down there. He was one of 
the 100th comrades in LA area who 
started the ball rolling by forming the 

LA Club 100 chapter. Then in 1967 -
pulled their roots out from the smog 
city and headed for Hawaii - one of the 
magnet was his wife - a Kauai gal. Don 
was an electronic instructor for the 
State manpower training program. They 
are blessed with 3 kids - 1 girl and 2 
boys - Don is now retired and mowing the 
lawn in the Manoa area and swimming at 
Ala Moana park 'together with his wife. 

He keeps saying that he got rail
roaded to be president but so far doing 
an excellent job. The chapter needs him 
for another one or two terms or lifetime. 

Those members who attended this 
year's Installation party in February 
had many good complimentary remarks about 
the food and service. To Kunio Fujimoto 
thanks again for a job well dn 2 . 

The late Mitsuyoshi Fukuda or Mr. 
Club 100 (to me) who headed the Able 
chapter's Camp McCoy and Washington, D. 
C. tour last year and was looking forward 
to head another group to Japan in May but 
God took his hand on March 13, 1988 at 
St. Francis Hospital. Our deepest sym
pathy to the family. We really will miss 
his presence, leadership and companion
ship. 

Our sympathy to William Onosaki' s 
family. Bill passed away on April 13, 
1988. 

A speedy recovery to Yoshio Saito -
now recovering at home after many touch 
and go periods for over 2 months . 

Also to Horace Awa - who will be 
pounding his piano once again soon . He 
is recovering from his illness . Also 
heard that Carl Morioka and Stanley 
Teruya are not feeling up to par -
hoping for a speedy recovery and better 
news. 

Able chapter will go on a trial 
basis to change the monthly meeting 
from Thursday nite to Saturday morning 
to regain the attendance we used to have. 
It will be on fourth Saturday - starting 
July at 9 : 00 a.m. 
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Baker Chapter News 

Yasuo Taka ta 

In March 1988, we lost one of our 
most highly decorated member of the Co. 
B 100th Inf. Bn. Sep. - Yukio Yokota. 

Yukio was a man of courage, tough 
but a man of few words who loved his 
privacy. His wife, Hazel and his son, 
Toland say that he did not talk about 
the medals, he had received. They had 
to discover it by themselves thru news
papers and friends. He loved his 
privacy and did not wish to have visi
tors when he was ill. 

Yukio was born on June 28, 1917 
in Aiea, but his family soon moved to 
Moiliili and started a farm. After 
graduating from Washington Intermediate 
School, he had to work on their farm, 
because his Dad died when he was only 
sixteen. He showed his grit for he and 
his older brother declined welfare and wo 
worked to support a family - mother and 
eight children. He was building up his 
durability and courage . Later he became 
a carpenter. While working as a car
penter, he was drafted into the Army on 
March 25 , 1941. I first met him in 
June 1942 as a member of Co. B, 100th 
Inf. Bn. Sep. in Camp McCoy, Wisconsin. 
He was already a Corporal for he had 
already shown the U.S. Army his depen
dability, durability and great courage. 

In November of 1942, the U.S. Army 
flew 25 men and 2 officers to New 
Orleans then transported them to Ship 
Island off the coast of Mississippi on 
a secret mission. At that time none of 
us knew what the mission was. After a 
couple of days, we (including Yokota & 
I) wre told tha t we were to fight dogs. 
While fighting dogs Yukio showed he had 
guts. He and the others had to go into 
Palmetto jungle and wait until the 
trainer let his dog go, commanding the 
dog to kill, kill. The only protection 
Yokota had were hockey gloves, sometimes 
a jacket and a padded forearm. The dog 
(mostly German Shepherds) would rush at 
Yokota then take a leap at his throat 
baring all their teeth. Yukio had to 
thrust his right forearm into the jaws 
so that the dog would clamp down on it, 
then start beating the dog with his 
left hand to keep the dog hangin~ to 
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his right am. 
dog who nicked r 
close call. After 3 
dogs, Yokota and se 
ed to stay an extra _ 
at the end of the train 
recive d his first meda l, 
Meri t il for the hazardous 
bait (figh ter). 

...so bitten by a 
De , qui te a 
s of figh ting 

her volunteer
However, 

Yukio Yokota 
_ • Legion of 

duty s a dog 

From Salerno it was mostly walk, 
walk, climbing up and down, hills, 
corssing the Volturno River several 
times, slogging thru mud , strafed by 
German planes, running thru artillery 
barrage, gingerly walking thru mine 
fields, breaking thru the German Winter 
Line and wind ing up in Cassino. Yokota 
earned his combat Inf. Badge and A 
Bronze Star. The 100th starting with 
1300 men was now down to 521 men. The 
outfit was pulled out, replacement 
brought in and then were shipped out 
to Anzio Beachhead. 

On June 2, 1944 in Anzio the 
break thru to Rome started, Sgt. Yukio 
Yokota, started out by following 3 tanks 
as ordered. As he was going, he looked 
back, he found only 2 men following him, 
the rest were gone, nowhere to be seen. 
Orders were orders, so he followed until 
the tanks stopped. The three kept on 
going until they spotted a machine gun 
nest. He sent one of his men to ask the 
tanks for support but his man came back 
telling him the tanks refused to come 
further forward. So Yokota and his 2 
men crept towards the machine gun nest 
and knocked it out with grenades. Going 
further forward they came upon another 
M.G. nest and knocked it out with gre
nades. Finally they reached a dugou t 
gua rded by a M.G. looking like a command 
post. Yokota knocked the gun out, with 
grena de and rushed the dug out with his 
2 men firing into the dug out. He ended 
up killing or capturing 17 of the enemy 
within a period of 3 hours. For this 
action, Sgt. Yokota received the Dis
tinguished Service Cross. 

After Anzio, the 100th Bn. was 
attached to the 442nd. 

On June 26, the 442nd Regimental 
Combat Team was committed to battle 
for the first time and was halted by 
heavy shelling from the direction of 
Belvedere. The 100th was called out of 



reserve to flank the Germans. The 100th 
had a field day and tore them wide open. 
Three weeks later, for this outstanding 
performance, the 100th Inf. Bn. received 
the Presidential Unit Citation. Sgt. 
Yokota was entitled to the Distinguished 
Unit Badge. 

Not only did the U.S. Army recognize 
him for his valor. The Italian Govern
ment also presented him with the Medag
lia at Falore Militare (a medal of valor) 
a month later. He further distinguished 
himself in the Battles of Bruyeres, 
Biffontaine and the rescue of the "Lost 
Battalion" in Southern France. Finally 
he was rotated home in November 1944. 

After his discharge, he worked as 
a carpenter ending up at Ralph S. Inouye 
Co. having worked up to become No. 1 
supervisor. He was a tough supervisor 
but was well liked and respected by his 
men. 

He became ill in 1980 and retired 
from work. Even after retirement, he 
continued to help his friends repair 
their homes. He was up and around until 
3 weeks ago when he caught a bad cold 
and was hospitalized. On March 10, he 
quitely died of pneumonia. His funeral 
service, was attended by the largest 
number of Baker Company members, I have 
seen. May we offer our deepest sympathy 
to the family of the late Yukio Yokota, 
Sadao Ono, Clyde Kawakami and Nobuo 
Takenaka. 

Nobuo Charlie Takenaka who died 
April 3, 1988 was hit on our second 
engagement. He returned to Hawaii 
along with James Funakoshi another 
casualty of the same engagement. They 
were the first members of Club 100 to 
return to Hawaii and was greeted with a 
big welcome home celebration. 

This month and the next month 
will be busy months for Club 100 mem
bers. First, will be John Tsukano's 
trip to Japan in May, 1988 with half a 
dozen members of Baker Chapter parti
cipating. Then the N.V.R. in Reno in 
June with Ray Nosaka leading a large 
contingent. For this issue news has 
been scarce but there should be lots of 
stories in our next issue, 

Charlie Chapter News 
George Hagiwara 

The main topic of discussion and 
foremost in our thoughts is the Reunion 
on Maui this summer, July 15th thru 
17th. The Maui members have announced 
elaborate plans for sightseeing and 
entertainment. The Maui Palms has been 
selected for the convention and it is 
suggested that visitors arrange their own 
reservations, or pick up U-Drive vehicles 
at the airport. Rooms for double occu
pancy will cost $42.68 a night, with car 
will be $55.21. Single with car will 
cost $52.06. Call Mike Tokunaga for 
applications at his home, at 4F373-1474 
or write to him at 548 Halemaumau St., 
Hon., HI 96821. Hotel reservations may 
be made directly from Honolulu by calling 
#531-5235. 

KUDOS FOR RUSTY NAKAGAWA, one of the 
few members of the 100th Inf. to succeed 
in our business community. Rusty Naka
gawa, owner/manager of Alexander Bro
thers, Ltd., with his wife, Alice and son 
Bert have been the sole distributors of 
the Olympia typewriters, at one time, and 
still is, the leading manufacturer of 
typewriters from Germany, today diversi
fied into electronic typewriters and 
office machines, have moved into their 
new location, in the new North Nimitz 
Business Center on 1130 N. Nimitz. 
Besides office machines, Alexander Bros. 
carries top of the line Steelmaster 
brand of office furnitures to the Lazy 
Boy lounge chairs and furnitures, be
sides portable computers. 

Norine Hada's nuptials tie to 
Calvert Wai Jack Hung, at St. Andrews 
Cathedral at Queen Emma Square, in the 
afternoon of the 2nd of April was the 
second impressive wedding, and the only 
social event for this quarter. Reception 
f ollowed at the Hale Koa Hotel for an 
evening of wining, dinig and dancing. 

Charlie Chapter, still plagued by 
a streak of misfortune this year. Joe 
Maeda was discovered confined at Kua
kini about the same time as Bo Shiozaki 
in critical shape. Nobu Furukawa from 
Waikapu, Maui was discovered to be con-
fined at Straub for the last couple of 
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months. Hazel Hagiwara, was added to 
the list of casualties from Home Accident 
with burns to her arm and slightly to her 
neck and face. Fortunately, she remained 
calm and maintained her judgement by 
calling 911, for the ambulance arrived 
just as she hung up the phone, and 
immediately treated in the ambulance and 
evacuated to the modern burn clinic at 
Straub's Burn Clinic and later trans
ferred to Kaiser for a skin graft. 
Yoroku Ito is confined at home, traveling 
to Honolulu for therapy. Bo Shiozaki is 
still confined at the Kuakini therapy 
annex. 

Dog Chapter News 
Helen Nikaido 

Dog chapter held their Family 
Night on April 24th wi th "Fuzzy" & 
Lillian Fujimori and Conrad & Yoshi 
Tsukayama co-chairing the affair. We 
had a good turnout with more children 
and grandchildren attending. The menu 
was steak , broasted chicken, salad, 
corn, tsukemono, rice, miso soup, tako 
and desserts, which was enjoyed by all. 
The little kiddies went fishing with 
each one catching something. 

Many thanks to the following 
people for their generous donations: 
Lillian Fujimori - tako & mochi; Yoshi 
Tsukayama - party mix & kim chee; Mil
dred Hosaka - jello cream cheese cake ; 
Kay Yoshioka - potato-mac salad; Mil
dred Yoshida - jello cream cheese cake; 
Tommy Nishiokas - pupus; "Bolo" Masaki -
peanuts; Yoshiko Oshiro - butter mochi; 
Kay Harada - sanbai zuke; Kiyoshi Kamis -
1 cs coke; Dorothy Tohara - coconut 
bars; Hideo Kaya - 1 cs 7-up; Francis 
Takemoto - 1 cs beer; Jane Matsunami -
takuwan & cucumber, tsukemono; Helen 
Nikaido - 24-hr salad & pupu. I hope 
we didn't miss any others, sorry if we 
did. 

The next Family Night is some 
time in Augus t. 

Our deepest sympathy to Max & 
Edith lmai and family on the passing 
of his mother. She passed away on 
April 19th at the age of 91. 
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Whenever Ken Suehiro goes to Las 
Vegas, he eats catfish practically 
every night. I thought, what's so good 
about that ugly fish! So one night he 
took us to this restaurant that serve 
catfish. Ken Kaneko took Alice Kami, 
Charlotte Tanaka, a woman from L.A., 
"Nick" (our chaperon) and me in his car 
while Ken, "Candy" Tanaka, James Miyano, 
Kiyoshi Kami, Ken's friend caught the 
cab. I ate the seafood platter with 
hush puppies just in case I didn't like 
the catfish. Well, I must admit, that 
ugly fish was tasty, real ono. After
all, like anything else, looks don't 
ma tter, it's what inside. 

Coming home from Las Vegas on 
March 27th, we had a layover of 1~ hours 
in San Francisco plus 3 hours delay, a 
total of 4~ hours to kill time. We had 
a leisure lunch courtesy of the airline 
(they picked up the tab of $7.00 per 
person, you pay the balance). What did 
we talk about? Lots of things. Here 
are a few I'd like to share with all of 
you. Suehiro talked about his early days 
in the army. He didn't know the differ
ence between a non-com and commissioned 
officer so when this corporal approached 
him, he stopped to salute him. On his 
army record he showed that he had know
ledge of playing the ukulele at the YMCA 
so he became a member of the 298th band. 
He was given the clarinet and when he 
blew on it, all that came out was air. 
That didn't work out. His first sargeant 
asked if anyone can type. No one res
ponded so he said he had six months 
training in typing. Not knowing how to 
put in a carbon paper he became the com
pany clerk. pretty gutsy guy. 

When sending out thank you cards or 
any kind of cards, be sure to put on your 
eye glasses and read what kind of card it 
is. We received a thank you card from 
our mainland friend after Christmas which 
read, "Thank you for the shower gift". I 
thought it was a joke, but he later wrote 
back saying he sure got chewing up from 
his wife. 

Do g chapter statewide reunion will 
be held on Kauai on July 29, 30 and 31. 
If you are planning to attend, please 
return the questionnaire to Mako Taki
guchi, P.O. Box 408, Lihue, HI 96766-
no later than JULY 1, 1988. 



Hawaii Chapter News 

James S. Maeda 

Ladies Night: Hawaii Chapter's first 
ladies night for 1988 was held on 
April 28, at the AJA Veterans Hall. The 
affair was well attended with Nobu Oki
naka and wife driving in all the way 
from Pahala, Kau and Charlie Nishimura 
and wife all the way from Honokaa. The 
food catered by KTA Market was delicious. 
We thank the ladies who donated the 
desserts and additional food . Roger 
Kawasaki and Toshimitsu Kondo donated 
pupus. The total attendance for the 
night was 72 persons. 

As for the program Dr. Saeko Haya
shi of Join Astronomy Center (JCMT); 
United Kingdom, Netherlands and Canada 
discussed and showed slides of tele
scopes up on the summit of Mauna Kea. 
Dr. Hayashi is a young lady, a native 
of Japan, speaking both Japanese and 
English. 

We were happy to have Larry Hiro
kawa and Margie join us for the meeting. 

Personals: Hawaii Chapter members, 
wives and friends extend sincere con
dolence to Toshiko and the rest of the 
Fukuda family for the loss of MITSUYOSHI 
FUKUDA. Mits Fukuda began his military 
life on the Big Island on December 7, 
1941, at the Hilo Airport. Mits was an 
outstanding soldier, a man and a leader. 

Our prayers to Sakae Wakakuwa and 
family for the loss of their mother, 
MASU WAKAKUWA. 

All Senior Male Chinese Cooking Class: 
The writer believes the majority of the 
male Nisei are better eaters than cooks. 
They have been brought up in the Japa
nese tradition -- the kitchen belongs to 
the women. Aside from the breakfast 
cooking of frying or boiling eggs, 
making hot cakes, French toast, coffee 
and tea, we are hopeless. The familiar 
saying by our spouse, "why don't you 
learn to cook?" becomes somewhat deaf 
ear. As you become medicare plus age 
like many members of the Club 100, the 
spouse begins to get concerned about 

the years ahead when we become a 
"widower". 

One day you get a surprise! The 
report is that you have been enrolled 
in an all male Chinese cooking class at 
the senior citizen center sponsored by 
the Parks and Recreation, senior citi
zen program. The fee for the class has 
been paid. You reluctantly attend the 
first class and find other friends who 
are present. They were also enrolled by 
their spouse. Our instructor, Margaret 
Lau is a very capable chef and instruc
tor. She first teaches us about the 
various types of knives. We learn how 
to use the knives without cutting our 
fingers, how to skin and cut the vege
tables (Chinese style). Trying to be 
good students we purchase knives from 
China, sold in Chinatown, Honolulu. 
We are taught the do's and don'ts in 
Chinese cooking. The best thing about 
the class is that we consume our cook
ings for the day. The different dishes 
consisted of: pot roast chicken, char 
sui, broccoli noodles, steam fish, pork 
hash and tofu, roast duck and many 
other dishes. 

As the class progress the ins
tructor urges us to try the cooking. 
Some men who do cooking for their wives 
try the dishes each week. A few, do it 
occasionally and others do not. At the 
end of the class whether you've tried 
cooking the dishes or not, you have a 
feeling that you've learned the funda
mentals of Chinese cooking and when the 
time comes we will be able to survive 
if left to fend for ourselves. We 
enjoyed the class and we are grateful 
to Margaret Lau for sharing her talents 
wi th us. 

Few weeks later I find myself 
enrolled in a Japanese cooking class, 
all male . The writer urges all men 
who can walk and move around join a 
cooking class, you will learn a lot! 
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Headquarters Chapter News 
Kenichi Suehiro 

Our members are interested in 
having another reunion like the one we 
had at the Kilauea Military Camp on 
Hawaii. This time they want one on 
Kauai. 

Dog chapter is having a reunion 
on Kauai in late July and I plan to 
join them there. Perhaps I'll be able 
to meet with our Kauai HQites and ask 
them to join us in a get-together later 
this year. 

I have in mind Choichi Shimabukuro, 
Seigo Kagawa, Kungo Iwai and Wallace 
Takemoto. Let me know if there are 
other HQ members on Kauai. 

And how about a HQ reunion at 
Las Vegas? Such a trip will be next 
year but to make plans and arrangements, 
I need to know how many will participate. 
I also must know how many are interested 
for our Kauai trip in about October this 
year. 
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I spoke with the Pacific Gateway 
Travel people and they assured me 
arrangements can be made through tele
phone and/or correspondence. So we need 
not bother any HQ member on Kauai, but 
to ask them to join us. I hope our Team 
Captains will agree to phone our members 
to feel them ou t. 

I believe a trip to Kauai starting 
Friday and returning Sunday evening 
should be enough. Golfers will have 
two days. Sightseers and shoppers will 
also have plenty of time. 

For Las Vegas, as-day, 4-nights or 
5-day, 5-nite trip should be sufficient. 

Dr. Otagaki has covered our dinner 
meeting at the Chinese Plaza. The menu 
was something new - not the usual chop 
sui. Imagine oyster on half shell was 
one of the exotic dishes. Maybe Doc 
felt such a dish will make our members 
strong! Right Doc? 

Dolores Yamashita was present and 
she looked spry for someone who under
went her 11th major surgery in Los 
Angeles. She sure is a tough one. 

Our sympathy to the family of 
Robert Uehara who passed away recently. 
Remember he was in A/T platoon and had 
a service station on Kapiolani Blvd? 

At Ralph Ikeda's funeral service 
we again agreed that such an occasion 

BOB'S UNION 
SERVICE 

153 Oneawa St., Kailua 

Phone 261-0262 

Bob Kondo (D) 



was about the best place to meet our 
"longtime no see" friends - guys we 
would hardly meet or talk with were it 
not for the reason we gathered together. 

***** 
HQ news by Dr. K. Otagaki: 

president Mike Takahashi's 
suggestion to bolster the participation 
of members at its regularly scheduled 
monthly meetings by sponsoring a dinner 
meeting, was a resounding success. 
Spouses were invited to attend the 
dinner meeting as special guests with 
the husbands picking up the tab. Sur
viving widows were treated to the 
sumptuous meal by the HQ chapter 
treasury. 

All chapter business was dispensed 
with the emphasis on renewing tales and 
swapping news among the long, lost 
comrades. Some of the new faces were 
Albert Oki and wife, Jane, Wallace 
Teruya, Ronald Miwa, Richard Hamada, 
Carl Shinoda, Arthur Tamashiro, Bob 
Nakamura, Robert Katayama and Marshall 
Higa. Surviving widows, Dorothy Tama
shiro and Dolores Yamashita, and her 
guests were particularly welcomed. 
Honorary member, Yoshikiyo Mugitani, 
also enjoyed the food and company of the 
HQ old timers. 

Ken Suehiro, program chairman, 
announced that the HQ chapter is look
ing into the possibility of holding its 
second neighbor island reunion on Kauai. 
We will keep you posted when the details 
are firmed. In the meantime, another 
dinner meeting is planned for the near 
future with a new twist. All spouses of 
active members and widows will host their 
husbands or friends; the ladies will pay 
for the men! Ken Suehiro also revealed 
that he has in mind to package a Las 
Vegas or Reno reunion for the HQ chapter 
in 1989. Keep your calendar open for 
these events. 

The dinner meeting was held at 
Fortune Gate, Chinese Cultural Plaza. 
Fifty members, spouses and friends, 
widows had a good time over a 9-course 
dinner. Appetites did not seem to slow 
down; the stories were great; laughter 
permeated the gatherings; and the 
ladies were delighted. All agreed to 
have more of those get-togethers. 

Kauai Chapter News 
Ben Morimoto 

Our 1st meeting 1988 was held on 
February 1 at Green Garden. The turnout 
as in the past, the same faces to run 
the club affairs. On the business agen
da there was a change in the Koden and 
Mimai policies. We moved and increased 
from $25.00 to $50.00 for parents of 
members (Koden) and $10.00 to $25.00 
(Mimai). We repealed once a year all 
free dinner and instead voted that all 
members ' wives who attend our regular 
meetings the club pays for the dinner. 
This was done for our appreciation for 
the services done in the past and to 
induce more wives to attend our meetings. 
Mrs . Lillian Takiguchi who was in charge 
for Mother's Day made reservations at 
Kauai Hilton a buffet luncheon affair on 
May 1, 12:00 noon, $15.00 per head in
clusive. This is our first attempt to 
make it a daylight affair instead at 
nights for the benefit for those who 
dread driving at nights. Time and age 
makes the difference. 

April 14 was our 2nd regular meet
ing. Twelve wives and 16 members were 
in attendance. Previously I stressed 
that again for the benefit of those who 
hate night driving we should change our 
regular meetings to daylight weekend af 
affair. Thus our next meeting, May 8 
will be a luncheon. The notion of 
holding a meeting West and East is dead 
for the time being. 

Mother's Day was a buffet luncheon 
at Kauai Hilton, May 1 - a head count 
of 50. Mrs. Takiguchi was in charge of 
all things as to games and prizes for 
wives. Fujimoto Florist (M. Fujimoto) 
was the donator (door prize) a hanging 
basket of fern and the lucky winner was 
Mrs. Shimoe Mukai. The gifts for the 
mothers were a barrel of coconut tea 
cookies. The tables were set with lots 
of fruit and vegetable salads, cookies, 
cakes and four entrees. No complaints 
fo r the price and so everyone must have 
enjoyed this Mother's Day luncheon. 

Mrs. Norma Senda will be in charge 
for the Father's Day affair. 
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Maui Chapter News 
Tom Nagata 

Maui chapter members held their 
first dinner meeting of the year at 
Sheik's Restaurant on the evening of 
March 10. president Satoji Arisumi 
presided over the meeting after a 
delicious dinner. Last year's trea
surer Nobuyoshi Furukawa's well-prepared 
financial report was distributed among 
the members, and the budget for the 
year's activities was adopted. 

On Friday evening, April 15, mem
bers and wives held their first social 
of the year with a chicken hekka dinner 
at the Kahului Community Center. A good 
turnout was on hand to enjoy the dinner. 
We thank the co-chairmen Charles Mizo-
guchi and Eichi Endo for the wonderful 
dinner. They were ably assisted by their 
wives and Mrs. Johnny Miyagawa. Members 
and wives also brought side dishes and 
pastries. President Arisumi called on 
Wataru Kaneshina to say grace before 
dinner, and after dinner introduced 
guest speaker Ben Takayesu who spoke on 
estate planning and wills. The rest of 
the evening was spent in playing bingo 
games with Akira Ishikawa and Toshio 
Iwami in charge. 

Wives of members were treated to 
a Mother's Day dinner at the Maui Beach 
Hotel on the evening of May 6th. Hard
working Stanley Inouye was the chairman 
of this big social event and also acted 
as MC for the evening, and said grace 
before dinner. The buffet dinner started 
with the wives going first to the salad 
bar and prime rib and mahimahi steak 
counter. Another table was laden with 
delicious pastries for those not on a 
diet. At the conclusion of the dinner, 
president Arisumi commended chairman 
Stanley Inouye for an outstanding per
formance and everybody gave him a big 
hand. Our thanks go to Haruo Ikeuchi 
for his donation of those beautiful 
artificial flowers, and also to Ben 
Takayesu who prepared and passed out 
those booklets on estate planning. Bingo 
games were played in the conference room 
for the rest of the evening with Akira 
Ishikawa and Toshio Iwami in charge. 
Special guests for the evening were 
Mrs. Tadao Sato and Mrs. Rokuro 
Kamimoto. 
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Our get well wishes go to Richard 
Iriguchi, Nobuyoshi Furukawa and Kaoru 
Moto, who were hospitalized recently. 

We extend our deepest sympathy to 
Shiro Yamato and family, whose mother 
passed away on March 5, 1988. 

Southern California 
Chapter News 

Tad Hashimoto 

February in Torrance at 24 Delamo 
Fashion Square, 100th held a combo 
Valentine night and 100th Installation 
dinner. 

Fuji Fukasawa, chairperson of 
games and entertainment did an excellent 
job. All the women received a small box 
of See's candy. 

Ben Tagami arranged Miyako Occasion 
camelias brought by Henry Hayashi and 
Monte Fujita. Chisato Yamaguchi donated 
Valentine hearts. 

Bingo was played with M.C. Eric 
Abe calling numbers with the help of Toe 
Yoshino & Henry Sakato helping. 

Ted Yoshiwara's wife Sadie fell 
and broke wrist and was in a cast. Sam 
Fujiwara's wife Teri fell in kitchen 
and had foot in cast. Get well wishes 
goes to both our active women. 

We had Karaoke singing, Ted Ohira, 
Eric Abe, Toe Yoshino, Don Seki, Buddy 
Mamiya, Albert Takahashi, & Sam Fuji
kawa participated. 

Our officers for 1988 were installed 
by retired Colonel Young Oak Kim. They 
are: president - Harold Harada, vice
president - Eric Abe, secretary -
Douglas Tanaka, treasurer - Bill Miyagi 
and Monte Fujita delegate. 

After installation president Dr. 
Harold Harada thanked everybody for the 
nomination and presented past president 
Ben Tagami a plaque. 

In attendance were: M/M Albert 
Takahashi, M/M George Nishinaka & son, 



M/M Don Seki, Matsu Furuye, Tomoye 
Otsuji, M/M Ken Marcella Po~ell, Deb
bie & Keith Skelton Young Oak Kim, 
M/M Sam Fujikawa, M/M Ted Yoshiwara, 
M/M Harold Hara da, M/M Jim Ishizawa, 
M/M Henry Saka ta, M/M Ed akazawa , M/M 
Lloyd Toda, M/M Toe Yoshino, M/M Kei 
Yamaguchi, M/M Harry Fukasawa, M/M 
Henry Hayashi, M/M Ben Tagami, M/M 
Lloyd Seki, M/M Eric Abe , M/M Tom Kasai, 
Buddy Mamiya , Nora Kim, M/M Mas Taka
hashi, M/M Ted Ohira , M/M Monte Fujita, 
M/M George Nakano (loca l councilman of 
Torrance) up for reelection in March, 
and M/M Tad Hashimoto . 

We had to take off our shoes in 
this Japanese Restaurant Miyako and it 
seems everyone had a very enjoyable 
evening. 

Good luck to Lloyd Toda of Dog 
Company who was scheduled to have a leg 
by-pass operation, and a fast recovery. 

A day of remembrance program was 
held Saturday, February 20th, 1988 at 
The Japan American Theatre in "Lil 
Tokyo". 

Congressman Robert Matsui was the 
keynote speaker for the evening. 

Congressman Norman Mineta and 
Sena tor Spark Matsunaga made appearances 
and spoke to the estimated throng of 
500 via video tape. 

Also included in the program was 
an excerpt from the play "Tashinoki" 
about wartime experiences of family of 
Sumi Seo Seki. 

Miye Iwataki, National Legislation 
Chair for NCRR presented NCRR'S Fighting 
Spirit Award posthumously to three de
ceased members of the Uno family, Hano 
Uno Shepherd, Edison Uno and Amy Uno 
Ishii. 

Entertainment for the years' pro
gram included Kinnara Taiko. Retired 
Colonel Young Oak Kim, Ben Tagami, 
Masao and Elmo Takahashi, Monte and May 
Fujita of Club 100 Los Angeles were in 
attendance. 

On 3/6/88 the Color of Honor, a 
film by Loni Ding was presented at the 
Japan America Theatre. 

The program began by posting of the 
color by the 100th/442nd color guards. 
Color guards was composed of the follow
ing 100/442nd members: Sam Fujikawa, 
Monte Fujita, Bob Ichikawa, Nob Ikuta, 
Sat Nakamura and Ben Tagami directed by 
Hiro Takasugawa. 

Aki Nosaka was in Los Angeles for 
a short visit. On March 28 th some of 
the club members and their wives had 
dinner with her at Restaurant Plaza in 
Lit tIe Tokyo. 

Attending the dinner were: Dr. 
Harold Harada, Sam & Teri Fujikawa, 
Bill & Aki Miyagi, Ben & Jean Tagami, 
Monte & May Fujita, Henry & Fumi Saka
to, Young Oak Kim, Kei & Chisato Yama
guchi, Hank Yoshitake, Ted & Sadie 
Yoshiwara, Henry & Elsie Hayashi, Jim 
& Haru Ishizawa, and John & Anne Taka. 

On April 5th, John Tsukano came to 
Los Angeles to discuss his Japan trip. 
The following attended lunch at Res
taurant Plaza, Young Oak Kim, Monte 
Fujita, Tom Kasai, Henry Sakato, Doug
las Tanaka, Albert Takahashi and Frank 
Wa tase. 

Going on this Japan trip a t this 
time is - Tom Kasai, Henry Sakato, 
retired Colonel Young Kim and Douglas 
Tanaka. 

On 4-13 100th/442nd board dinner 
meeting was held at the Golden pheasan t 
Res taurant. 

lOath members who attended were : 
Sam & Teri Fujikawa, Monte & May Fujita, 
Dr. Harold & Chiye Harada, Nora Kim, 
Buddy & Lily Marniya, Henry & Furni Saka
to, and Ben & Jean Tagami . 

On April 16th it was lOath Family 
Nite , 6:30 p.m . a t the 100/442 Memorial 
Hall . About 90 persons showed up for 
this occasion. It was Ben Tagami's 
famous short rib beef stew nite, also 
egg plants, curry chicken, rice, salad, 
pickled sliced cucumbers & radishes. 
Dessert was supplied by Mr. & Mrs. Sam 
Fujiwara, a large delicious sheet cake. 
Our members wish to thank the genero-
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sity of Sam & Teri for their donations 
of many: many large sheet cakes for so 
many Family Nights and other events 
we 've had. 

In the kitchen helping chef Ben 
Tagami was his wife, Jean, Dr. Harada & 
Chiye, Sam & Teri Fujikawa, Allan Dong 
& Carlos Picazo, Douglas Tanaka, Buddy 
Mamiya, Monte & May Fujita, Henry & 
Fumi Sakato, Henry Hayashi & Mike 
Miyake. 

Monte & May Fujita donated the 
flowers decorating the tables and May 
made the pickled cucumbers and radishes 
(tsukemono) . 

Fuji Fukasawa in charge of games 
played a few that was enjoyed by every
one and prizes given to the winners. 

Bingo was played at the end of the 
evening . Allen Dong called the numbers 
while Harry Fukasawa spun & picked the 
numbers. 

A pleasant evening was had by all. 

Bonsai Club News 
Richard Yamamoto 

A video tape showing a very tall 
Shinpaku plant being reduced to a very 
simple and artistic shape was shown 
during our March meeting. Bonsai expert 
Masahiko Kimura of Japan used various 
power tools and hand tools to shorten the 
height by sawing, twisting and wiring to 
achieve his desired creation. We thank 
Sumio Ito for sharing the tape with us. 

The Bonsai Club has agreed to 
cancel our annual bonsai show and plant 
sale. Primary reason was due to the 
parking situation. After 14 annual 
shows, we shall miss the excellent. shows 
we presented, the comradie with other 
bonsai lovers who attend our shows 
annually. 

Show and Tell: Yoshio Anzai 
brought a flowering Quince. He says 
this plant blooms every 3 months. Masa
yoshi Kawamoto brought a rubber tree. 
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A hardy plant but well shaped. Sumio 
Ito brought a blooming red Lehua. It 
blooms twice a year. He also brought a 
Surinam cherry tree full of flowers and 
fruits. It was planted in a round con
tainer so that it could be viewed from 
all angles. 

Yoroku Ito suffered electrical 
burns while on the job. He was burned 
on his arms and facial areas. He has 
been released from the hospital and is 
currently enrolled in the rehab program. 
We all wish him a speedy recovery. 

Mrs. Doris Kawano passed away 
recently and we miss her very much. She 
was a very enthusiastic bonsai lover 
always so pleasant and a very inter
esting speaker. Our deepest sympathy 
goes to her family. 

m 
REALTOR' 

HAKARU TAOKA 
REALTY 

650 California Avenue 
Wahiawa, HI 96786 

Phones: 
622-8081 (business) 
622-4575 (residence) 

Bill, 

The son of 

-AI and Paulette Arakaki

Invites you to have 

ARAKAKI 

CARPET CARE 

Refresh your home with thoroughly cleaned carpeting 

15 years of experience 

call 488- 1 8)5 

For free estimate 



Golf Club News 

Kazuto Shimizu 

Members of Club 100 Golf Club cele
brated the ir 40th anniversa ry of forma
tion with a special golf tournament and 
a teahous e party . 

Overall winner - WARREN IWAI 

Overall Low Net Winner WARREN IWAI 
being presented Winner's Trophy by 
Club 100 president Stanley Akita. 

"A" FLIGHT 

1s t Warren Iwai 
2nd Kazuto Shimizu 
3rd Marshall Higa 
4th Larry Amazaki 

Wilfred Fujishige 
6th Paul Maruo 
7th Masao Kigawa 

William Takaezu 
Stanley Takahashi 

86-18-68 
86-17-69 
86-14- 72 
90-17-73 
90-17-73 
91-17-74 
90-15-75 
93-18-75 
86 -11-75 

"A" Flight Winners: Marshall Higa, 
Kazuto Shimizu, Warren Iwai, Larry 
Amazaki and Wilfred Fujishige. 

"B" FLIGHT 

1st Sadashi Matsunami 
2nd Sonsei Nakamura 

Mike Takahashi 
4th Akira Akimoto 

Iwao Fujimori 
Robert Takashige 

th Richard Hosaka 
th Robert Furu ta 

Seie Oshiro 

95-23-72 
96 -23- 73 
94-21 - 1 3 

Q - 23- 75 
1 - 25 - 5 
10 - 2 - 75 
103- 25 - 7 
102 - 23- 79 
100-21-79 

"B" Flight Winners: Robert Takashige, 
Sadashi Matsunami, Sonsei Nakamura, 
Akira Akimoto, Mike Takahashi and 
Iwao Fuj imori. 

The high scores above indicate 
either the course played tough or the 
members tried too hard to win, not 
realizing their bodies do not respond as 
they did 40 years ago. 

The anniversary party at the Rain
bow Garden Teahouse was a get-together 
with our wives, friends of the club and 
two past members who were there 40 years 
ago; Taro Suzuki and Harold Kanemura. 
These two "old timers" were recognized 
as our unofficial "charter members". 
Four other "charter members" who are 
still golfing with us were also recog
nized, Larry Amazaki, Richard Hamada, 
Warren Iwai and Masao Kigawa. 

The MC, for the evening, Mike 
Takahashi, remembered "Shadow" Edward 
Morikami, Eugene Kawaka~· . Hideo Uch·da 
Dr. Kawasaki, Dr .• i Dr. 



"Charter Members" Harold Kanemura, 
Masao Kigawa, Larry Amazaki, Richard 
Hamada, Warren Iwai and Taro Suzuki. 

Farrant Turner, Francis Kamikawa, 
Oscar Miyashiro, Stanley Imamura 
besides the six who were present at 
the party. Mike also remarked in 
reminscence when the golfers raised a 
ruckus when the Ala Wai Golf green fee 
was raised to $25.00. Warren Iwai 
remembers the financial hardship for 
the members to continue golfing and the 
club was having difficulty in meeting 
the by-laws requirement of seven mem
bers needed to start a tournament. 

Besides storytelling, the program 
included door prizes (enough donated 
prizes for every member) and local 
talent Karaoke singing. 

Some of the donated prizes were 
comparable or better than the golf 
tournament prizes which gave the non
winners of the tournament a second 
chance. True to form, the first raffle 
winner who got the choice at the prizes 
was Edward Kobata who came in last place 
in the tournament with a high net of 91. 
The second place raffle winner was Sus 
Kunishige. Believe-it-or-not, he came 
in second high net. Someone said, 
"Akua Sabe", the Hawaiian God knows. 

The Karaoke portion of the program 
was conducted by Edward Ikuma and Masao 
"Stu" Yoshioka. The program was infor
mal and varied which included voluntary 
participation from unlikely candidates, 
Lefty Tanigawa and Arthur Tamashiro 
among others. 

Special thanks to those in the 
background who helped put things toget-
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her: Susumu Kunishige, Stanley Takahashi, 
Warren Iwai, Marshall Higa, Fred Kane
mura, Mike Takahashi, Ed Ikuma, Stu 
Yoshioka, Katsumi Maeda, Masao Kigawa and 
Kazuto Shimizu. Also to Club 100, Irene 
Brynn (40th anniversary cake) and the 
many others for their generous donations 
too numberous to include here. 

Green Thumbs Club News 
Tom Fujise 

In March we were all sadden by a 
vacancy within our Green Thumb Club 
membership. A vacancy where the 
leadership and concern for the Green 
Thumb Club will be greatly missed by 
all the Green Thumb members. But 
maybe one of his idea of exchanging 
ideas and techniques of orchid cul
ture with our counter part in Japan 
could be realized in the future thru 
tours that would include visits to 
some family growe rs like us. 

But other ideas the late 
Mitsuyoshi Fukuda had will now be 
lost forever. The Green Thumb Club 
will always miss "Mi ts". 

Do's and Don'ts of bracing your 
beautiful spray of orchid flowers was 
presented by president Aoki at the 
April meeting. He stressed that the 
size of wire used in bracing be matched 
to the flower spray. That the support 
end of the brace should extend into 
the spray and not end on the stem where 
breakage are likely to occur. 

Traditionally, Green Thumb Club 
held their annual get together on 
July 4th but this year it will be held 
on July 3rd, Sunday. So members please 
note and keep the July 3rd date open. 
Also be sure to keep some space for the 
delicious dinner that is on tap. 

President Aoki promised that no 
one will go home empty handed or with 
an empty stomach. So come one, come 
all you family members but be sure to 
let treasurer, Doc Hosaka know. Call 
him at 988-3756 . Parking is available 
at the Ala Wai School grounds. 
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