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FROM THE EDITOR'S PUKA: Ray Nosaka 

Every morning as I prepare myself for my daily walk, I feel so grateful that 
I am able to walk out of the house for my exercise and into the fresh air. 
As I walk around the park, I gaze up at the beautiful blue sky and can feel 
the presence of God everywhere. I feel so fortunate to be alive and wonder 
if I really deserve to enjoy the simple little things like being able to'walk 
freely around the park. It is at times like this that I feel I must be more 
caring, more forgiving, and more grateful to everyone around me. The time 
for being disagreeable and belligerent should be in the past. 

I just learned of the passing of two Company IIAII members: Koichi Fukuda and 
Takeo Moriwaki. My deepest sympathy to their families. 

We are very grateful to the following people who helped with the Puka Puka 
Parade on February 22, 1990: Bernard Akamine, Kunio Fujimoto, Ralph 
Fukunaga, Chester Bada, George & Hazel Bagiwara, Saburo Hasegawa, Kenneth 
Higa, Isamu Inouye, Sally & Yutaka Inouye, Warren Iwai, Masaru Kadomoto, 
Gladys Kawakami, Doris, Kimura, Arthur Komiyama, Don Matsuda, Richard 
Miyashiro, Takeichi Miyashiro, Beatrice & Hideshi Niimi, Tommy Nish~oka, Ray 
& Aki Nosaka, Evelyn & Seie Oshiro, Kazue & Robert Sato, Kazuto & Lynn 
Shimizu, Kaoru & Sadako Yonezawa, Yoshikiyo Mugitani, and Tadayoshi Sato. 

MINI-REUNION: Aki Nosaka 

The Club 100 Las Vegas Reunion, hosted by the Southern California Chapter, 
will be held during September 24 - 28, 1990 at the Gold Coast Hotel and 
Casino. President George Hagiwara has appointed Ray Nosaka as Coordinator 
to work with Joe Mishima and Kiyoshi Kami of Pacific Gateway Travel and Ben 
Tagami and Eric Abe of Southern California. 

The Gold Coast complex consists of a huge casino, also a smaller one on the 
second floor for non-smokers, a 72-lane bowling alley, five restaurants (I 
tried ,the Chinese food at one of them and it was pretty good), t.wo movie 
theatres, a large Bingo Room, and Ice Cream Parlor, and other features. 
Al though this casino is located about three-quarters (3/4) of a mile from 
the strip, there are free shuttle buses running every half hour to the strip 
in case you want to try your luck elsewhere or go shopping. 
On the tentative agenda are plans for: 

1) Golf Tournament 
2) Mini'Bowling Tournament (which will include all of us "has beens ll who 

haven't bowled for a long time) 
3) Banquet (no speech, but you would like to sing, tell a joke, or, do 

something for the program) and General Get Together 
4) Hospitality Room 

All in all, we are hoping for a great reunion and this will be possible if 
you all sign up to attend. A flyer with more information and the cost will 
be sent to all members soon. We urge you to respond as soon as possible 
after receiving the flyer. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: The deadline for submitting news articles for the May issue 
of the Puka Puka Parade is Monday, April 16, 1990. Normally the deadline 
is the 15tn of each month but in April the 15th falls on a Sunday. The April 
Parade is scheduled for collating on Thursday, April 26 at 8: 30 a.m. in 
Turner Hall. Team 1: Headquarters, Dog, and Medics Chapters are responsible 
for providing the manpower, but volunteers from all chapter are welcome. 
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ABLE CHAPTER NEWS: Tom Fujise 

To keep the Able Chapter members who couldn i t attend the monthly meeting, 
let's start off with Secretary Edward Kobata' s report. A Chapter meeting 
was held on February 24, 1990. The meeting was called to order by President 
Robert SatQ .. Presentation of an Outstanding Ac"complishment award to a worthy 
"A" Chapter member in recognition and appreciation was discussed. There was 
much skepticism of any positive results that it would work, judging from past 
event be a devise idea that would inevitably create misunderstanding from 
valued judgements. Members voted to table it. 

A developer has come forward with an offer to buy the air rights of the Club 
100 property for $2,500,000. He plans to put up a new building to house 83 
two bedroom condos. The Board of Directors discussed this latest offer and 
it has stirred quite a controversy among themselves. There are two main 
points of contention: first, is that the members have already voted on the 
matter and should follow through on it and, secondly, if the offer should 
be given very serious consideration in light of the JCCH reneging on some 
of the original agreement. Since this is a very important issue, the members 
fel t the officers should hold off signing the agreement and invite (Henry) 
Nakasone, who is heading a group to study this matter, to be at our next 
meeting to give us a run down on what is happening. 

Members are reminded of the May 1990 European trip. The cutoff number will 
be either 38 or 40. Please call Tommy Nishioka at 533-3970 for details and 
reservations. 

Suggestion was made to invite Blue's sister, who lives alone, to all of the 
Able Chapter parties. She may be very delighted to attend. 

December 15 will be "A" Chapter's Christmas party night. The Stag Party will 
depend on the number of members interested and there is no firm number to 
go yet. However, the theme is to get out the long lost members for a night 
of fellowship. 

This year the Clubhouse Clean-Up Day will be on June 2, 1990, with 1st VP 
Bob Sato as boss for the event. Bob promises that the work will start 
promptly at 7:30 a.m. with hot coffee to provide the needed energy. The word 
on the grapevine is no beer will be on tap until the job is finished. So, 

1 all you beer drinkers, no drinking while working. Understand that Stan 
\J1 Nakamoto, who is in charge of the air condition detail, is looking for two 

men from each chapter with air conditioning knowledge to help him on that 
day. Any volunteers? This year, let's have all Able-bodied members show 
up for .the cleaning 'detail and beat last year's group. 

If anyone wants to leave this rock for a short, deluxe fishing trip, call 
Torn Fujise at 373-3050. The trip will be in August. 

As . Able news deadline nears, another member has departed from our midst. 
Many knew him as "Lappa" - Takeo Moriwaki. Sorry to see him go. Our rank 
has another empty space again. Our deepest sympathy to his family. 

BAKER CHAPTER NEWS: Yasuo Takata 

One more former Baker Company member has reached the golden years and now 
can get away from his business. George Okano, from Okano's Greenhouse and 
Floral Shop (414 West Blair Ave., Rock Spring, Wyoming 82901), wrote to us 
inquiring about the A.J.A. Veterans Convention in Kailua-Kona, Hawaii. Sent 
him the information bulletin and registration forms but reminded him to stop 
by in Honolulu where Baker Chapter can have a grand reunion with him. He 
is wondering about the Baker Chapter news release we used to have. Informed 
him that it has been .replaced by our Puka Puka Parade. 

Perhaps we should have a greater coverage for our Puka Puka Parade so that 
we could reach more people, especially on the mainland, for our next mini
reunion in Las Vegas, Nevada. Maybe our members on the mainland can do it 
better by word of mouth and passing it along. Last year, we found Terada 
at the A.J .A. reunion in Reno. He joined us in our Club 100 mini-reunion 
in Las Vegas. 

\JChoriki Shimabuku has left for Okinawa to enjoy the big Okinawan celebration I this year and to meet Teikichi Higa wh6 has' a mansion there. Hope to have 
more news when he returns. 
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BAKER CHAPTER NEWS (continued) 

Wishing you, John Kihara, a speedy recovery. I heard you had a walking 
pneumonia, passed out, and hurt yourself. Then landed in a hospital but is 
now recovering nicely. . 

Sonsei and Elaine Nakamura will be going on a trip in March to collect on 
the investments ~ Others are Kengo Miyano and Candy Tanaka and I will be 
joining them. 

Baker Chapter members, please contact me if you have any newsy items. 
Haven't had any for a long time. 

CHARLIE CHAPTER NEWS: Kazuto Shimizu 

Thank you, Nancy Kawamoto, for your donation to the chapter in memory of 
Yoshimasa. Nancy called to thank "c" Chapter for the few things that we did 
at Yoshimasa I s funeral service. She also says she is trying to adjust the 
best she can and otherwise is doing okay. We would like to. keep in touch 
and we hope to see her join our chapter funct,ions. 

Remember Katsumi "Bambino" Nagao at our teahouse party get-together last 
summer? Well, he came to our last chapter meeting and joined in our fracas. 
Hope to see other long lost members. I promise the next meeting will be 
shorter in seriousness and longer in "bull". 

Masa Kawamoto keeps in touch with former "c" Company officer, Lieutenant 
Norman Mitchell. Remember him? He is living in San Rafael, California. 

"c" and "A" Chapters had collating duties for the March issue of the Puka 
Puka Parade. I thank you for the good turnout. The collating 'takes about 
one and a half hours and the atmosphere is very pleasant. Also, there were 
others besides "A" and "C". I will urge all those who can to come out 
regardless of which chapters are assigned. It is good fellowship and you 
will feel good about it. 

DOG CHAPTER NEWS: Helen Nikaido 

The February chapter meeting was conducted by Richard II Mahut "Kondo in the 
absence of President Yoshiichi Okazawa, ' who was away on a trip to Kona. It 
was good to see Martin Tohara (after a long hibernation) and Ken Mitsunaga 
at the meeting. 

It was so sad to hear that Spark Matsunaga has cancer. He surely has gone 
through a lot recently. All of your fellow Doggies wish you well and pray 
for your recovery. Ganbate, ne, Sparkyl 

Reunion time is getting closer. Hope all of you will turn in your 
reservations and flight schedule as the cornrni ttee, especially the 
transportation chairman can make plans for your pickups. 

Wally Chinen is a hard man to get a hold of nowadays' If he's not busy going 
to the outer islands with his Okinawa club or orchid club, he's off to the 
mainland to visit his brother. 

HEADQUARTERS CHAPTER NEWS: Kenichi Suehiro 

I didn't attend our February meeting but last night (March 15 meeting) I was 
told there were 14 members present at the February meeting. Surely a fine 
record. And there were seven of us present for our March meeting. 

I've always taken it upon myself to take care of refreshments at our 
me~tings. However, I do not now drink liquor when I'm driving so I forgot 
about the refreshments. I was told to "get on the ball". No excuses the 
next time, surely I'll be fired! 

Kaji, our prexy, made the following &nnouncements: 1) Clubhouse Clean-Up -
June 2nd Saturday. Hq will again clean the kitchen area. 2) Anniversary 
Party - June 7th, Thursday. Place:. Empress Chop Sui, 5:30 p.m. No Host 
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HEADQUARTERS CHAPTER NEWS (continued) 

Cocktails, 6:30 p.m. Dinner, $12.00 per member, $15.00 per guest. 

A Hq party will be scheduled by Dr. Otagaki. He will notify each member when 
time and place is firmed up. 

Memorial Service - September 23rd. Hq Christmas Party December 9th. 

Please record these upcoming events on your calendar. 

I wrote about Chubby Ishii being ill. Well, I gave the wrong diagnosis. 
Excuse, Chubbyl He suffered fIPmgall bladder condition which was corrected 
and later had to undergo surgery to remove a large cyst on his head. He 
recently was discharged from St. Francis Hospital after a two week stay. 
Take care, Chubby. 

Ms. Hazel Ikuma is under the weather. Our best to you, Hazel. We are all 
hoping you'll be up and around soon. 

RURAL CHAPTER NEWS: Ted Hamasu 

It was back in early February that Rudy Yoshida and I discussed about 
visiting Haruo Hayakawa at the Aloha Health Clinic in Kaneohe, Richard Fujita 
in Kuakini, and Yasu Takenouchi at the Maunalani Nursing Center. 

Wednesday the 14th turned out to be a beautiful day (Valentine's Day) as we 
rendezvoused in Pearl City and headed for Kaneohe. The instruction I 
received was to make a left turn at the intersection of Likelike and 
Kamehameha Highways. As I arrived at the intersection and made a left, 
proceeding toward Kaneohe town, Rudy said that we were heading in the wrong 
direction because the block numbers were getting higher. We turned around 
the block and made a right turn. toward Pali and, sure enough, we were on the 
right track. A big blue building was our destination and, bingo, we saw it 
across the street. We made a turn at an intersection and arrived at the 
Aloha Health Clinic. We asked for Haruo at the front office and were told 
that he went for a drive with his wife and would not be back for a while. 
Haruo was not going to be sitting around on Valentine's Day waiting for guys 
like us to visit him when he can go out ridin.g with his wife, commented Rudy 
as we left the clinic. We were now on our way to visit Yasu. 

The Pali Golf Course looked inviting as we sped toward the tunnel on our way 
to Maunalani. It was about 11:15 a.m. when we arrived and inquired whether 
he was in. We didn·' t want to miss him too. We were informed that he was 
in, so we took the elevator to the third floor. As I stepped out, I saw Yasu 
and guess that he saw me at the same time as we both pointed at each other 
with our mouths wide open as if trying to say something. (He must .have been 
waiting for someone special too?) He looked much better than the last time 
I saw him, with the color returning to his face. We lingered for about 15 
minutes, when Yasu signaled that we should leave. We bade him good-bye and 
told him that we would be back soon to see him. He smiled and nodded his 
head and softly said, "Thank you", as we parted. 

I 

On our way down Maunalani Heights, I asked Rudy where we should have our 
lunch. He said that he'd like to have some miso shiru so we stopped at the 
first likely place that would have it on their menu and had a nice hot, 
steaming bowl of miso shiru in Kaimuki. 

After leisurely finishing our lunch, we headed for Kuakini to see Richard. 
We entered the elevator at the main building and went up to room 568. As 
we neared his room, he too must have been anxiously waiting for some 
"Valentine" person, for he kept his eyes on the door as he munched on his 
salad. When he saw us, he pointed his fork up at us and said, "Hey1". (Hope 
we didn I t disappoint him.) He seemed to be in good spirits and said that 
after the doctors removed the tumor from his shoulder there was no pain at 
all. However, they put in a couple of braces in his back to support his 
spine due its weakened condition so he may have to go to the Rehabilitatiqn 
Hospital in the near future. He looked good and had a h~arty appetite while 
eating his salad. But when he came to the main dish of laulau, made of two 
slices of roast beef wrapped in taro J,.eaves and steamed, he looked at it, 
shook his head, and pushed it aside saying, "What kine laulau dis?" and 
resumed eating his dessert of slic.ed peaches. When the nurse carne to remove 
his tray, he complained, "What kine laulau dis? Two slabs of beef in taro 
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RURAL CHAPTER NEWS (continued) 

leaf. Nevah saw da kine befo an no mo taste too, uh 1" I commented that he 
must be feeling better, judging by the way he complained about his kaukau, 
and we all laughed about it. As we left Richard at Kuakini and were on our 
way home, I told Rudy that I felt that the day was well spent. He just 
grinned and nodded. 

MAUl CHAPTER NEWS: Tom Nagata 

Maui Chapter held its first general membership meeting ~t 6 p.m., March 13, 
at Hazel's Cafe in Wailuku. After dinner, president William Nakahara opened 
the meeting with 17 members present. Secretary Edward Nishihara read the 
minutes of the officers' meeting which was held in January. The treasurer's 
xeroxed copies of his 1989 finanqial report was passed out to each member. 
The activities for the year and the budget were approved by the members. A 
donation of $500.00 to the Maui Community Arts and Cultural Center was also 
approved. This will complete the funding of two seats in the main auditorium 
of the Center. This year, Maui Chapter will be in charge of activities which 
are sponsored by the Maui County Veterans Council. These include the program 
for the Memorial Day Service and Veteran's Day Dinner on November 11. 

We extend our get-well wishes to Kaoru Moto and Jackie Kato, who were 
hospitalized recently. 

There will be a chicken hekka dinner social on April 13, Friday, at the 
Kahului Parks and Recreation Center starting at 6:00 p.m. 

HAWAII CHAPTER NEWS: James S. Maeda 

At the February meeting of Hawaii Chapter, President George Taketa 
distributed the list of Hawaii Chapter officers, committee appointments, and 
1990 schedule of activities to the membership. We were happy to see that 
the meals for lunch will continue to be prepared by Kazuma Takiguchi 
(chairman), Motoyoshi Tanaka and Tsugio Kaisen (assistants). 

The meeting schedule will be as follows: 

March 22 •.•..•. 
April 26 .•..... 
May 24 •.•••..•. 
June 28 ••••.•.. 
July .......... . 
August 23 •••••. 
September 23 ••• 
October 23 •.••. 
November 11 
November 15 •••• 
December 16 

Thursday •.•.••• 11:00 a.m. AJA Clubhouse, lunch 
Thursday .•••.•• Ladies Night 6:00 p.m. 
Thursday •.••••. 11:00 a.m. AJA Clubhouse, lunch 
Thursday ••••.•. 11:00 a.m. AJA Clubhouse, lunch 
No meeting •.•.. AJA Veterans Council Party 
Thursday ••••••. 11:00 a.m. AJA Clubhouse, lunch 
Sunday ••••••••• Memorial Service, Veterans Cemetery 10:00 
Thursday ..•••.. 11:00 a.m. AJA Clubhouse, lunch a.m. 
Sunday ••••••••• Veterans Day Banquet 
Thursday •.•..•. 11:00 a.m. AJA Clubhouse, lunch 
Sunday •••.•••.. Year End Party, AJA Clubhouse, lunch 

The daytime meetings will be luncheon meetings at the AJA Veterans Clubhouse 
from 11:00 a.m. 

George Hagiwara, 1990 president of Club 100, attended our February meeting 
in place of past president Raymond Nosaka to bring us a report of the new 
proposal regarding the Club 100 properties. The new propsal by the Sutton 
Group/Lauiki Development Venture (air rights proposal) was compared against 
the Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii (JCCH) proposal. 

This writer believes that the neighbor islands members would like to see an 
amicable and harmonious agreement be made by the Oahu members regarding the 
disposi tion of the Club 100 Honolulu properties. We are already senior 
citizens plus, not everyone is 100% healthy and we cannot afford to have a 
battle. All parties involved must put all the cards on the table. As the 
Japanese would say, "You must be able to trust each other and be able to do 
business with a handshake." Finally, the Club 100 members on the islands 
of Hawaii, Maui, and Kauai have their own long range planning problems. 
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HAWAII CHAPTER NEWS (continued) 

The registration deadline for the 15th AJA Veterans Reunion at Kailua-Kona 
will be on April 15. To those who have not registered, please do so. The 
report four weeks ago was that Club 100 in Hawaii had only two couples 
registered. The reunion is scheduled for June 27, 28, 29, 30, and July 1. 
This writer must apologize to Ben Tagami, president of L.A. Chapter, for not 
sending him the reply on the matter of the hospitality room at the reunion. 
No one could give Southern California Puka Puka-ites the answer at that time. 
However, George Hagiwara and George Taketa will be able to give you an answer 
now. One thing's for sure; Kailua-Kona will be able to give you sunny 
weather for an enjoyable reunion. We here in Hilo have from January 1 to 
March 10, 4 feet 2 inches of rainfall - broke the record. We are praying 
by summertime we will be seeing the sun. 

The Hawaii Chapter members, wives, and friends send our prayers for a speedy 
recovery to Senator Spark Matsunaga. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CHAPTER NEWS: Tad T. Hashimoto 

We wish to thank the following members for sending in their Club 100 dues 
and for also donating sums over the amount of the regular dues to our lOath 
treasury: Ben Matsui (B-Moraga, CA), Yeiki Matsui (B-Pasedena, CA), Ben 
Honda (B-San Diego, CA), Kazuo Oda (B-Upland, CA), Sho Tabata (C-Vista, CA), 
Harry Shibao (Medics-Denver, CO), Tom Shibao (B-Brighton, CO), Akio Mochizuki 

(A-San Francisco, CA), Sam Fujikawa (C-Los Angeles, CA), Speed Harada (B-Mira 
Lorna, CA), and Tom Tsuda (B-Cheyenne, WY). 

On February 10th, it was our 100th Chapter Valentine Nite and Installation 
of Chapter Officers for 1990. It was held at the Riva Restaurant in 
Monterey, CA at 7 p.m. at a cost of $20000 per person, with Allan Dong as 
chairperson for this get-together and doing a marvelous job. It was curry 
puff, Chinese chicken salad, green salad, plain and fried rice, chow mein, 
chicken teriyaki, chicken breasts, slices of roast pork, seafood thermador, 
and game hen, a la buffet style with more than enough that all the ladies 
took leftovers, a plate each, home. Henry and Elsie Hayashi brought camelias 
for the ladies and tables. Ke and Chisato Yamaguchi donated seven boxes 
of See's candies. Fumi Sakato donated scarves and Fuji Fukasawa, our games 
and entertainment person, took care of fun games and prizes of all kinds for 
the winners. For all the Valentine ladies, the club bought from See's a 
certificate for one pound of chocolate of their own choosing. For dessert 
it was a white cake with a large heart with the words "Love and Happy 
Valentine" written on it. Carlos (and Beverly) Picazo, Allan Dong's daughter 
and son-in-law were made associate members of Club 100 of Southern 
California. For many years, they have helped cook for our Family Nite 
dinners and other get-togethers, even washing the enormous pots and pans 
after dinner. 

Ben Tagami, president of the 100 /442nd Veterans Association of Southern 
California, installed the officers for 1990. They are: Eric Abe (president), 
Sam Fujikawa (vice president), Douglas Tanaka (secretary), and Harry Fukusawa 
(treasurer). Present that evening were: M/M Douglas Tanaka, M/M Lloyd Toda, 

M/M Hank Yoshi take, M/M Toe Yoshino, M/M Ben Tagami, M/M Sam Fuj ikawa, M/M 
Henry Sakato, M/M Jim Ishikawa, M/M Ken Muranaga, M/M Tom Kasai, M/M Kei 
Yamaguchi, M/M Eric Abe, Allan Dong and his daughter-in-law, Kathy, Carlos 
& Beverly Picazo, Matsu Furuye, M/M Harry Kukasawa, M/M Albert Takahashi, 
M/M Ted Yoshiwara, M/M Kenji Yoshino, M/M Henry Hayashi, M/M George Nishinaka 
and son, Andrew, and M/M Tad Hashimoto. 

The 100th is having a Mini-Renuion in Las Vegas in September 1990. Further 
information will be forthcoming to all members as soon as possible. 

ATTENTION: All veterans, especially wives and family members of veterans 
with service connected disabilities ~ith medical record of injuries or 
permanent illness and all recipients of the Purple Heart. 
SUBJECT: Establish priority at 0% disability with the Veterans 
Administration. We have all arrived at that critical age when it is 
necessary to file claims for burial expenses, dependency allowance, etc. In 
any event, please contact the Veterans A~ministration (541-1000), D.A.V. 
Service Officer (541-1610), or Paul at the Club 100 office (946-0272). 
(Notice submitted by club president George Hagiwara) 
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YOUNG O. KIM at our 40th ANNIVERSARY - a retrospect: Ben Tamashiro 

Like the early rains of spring that lead to mangoes and lichee in May, good 
movies add a delightful fancy to life. Three excellent films on the subject 
of war, for instance, are currently playing in town: "Glory", "Music Box" 
and "Born on the Fourth of July." 

"Glory" is about the first all-black infantry battalion to fight for the 
Union. Organized in Massachusetts during the Civil War, this basically true 
story tells of a unit formed out of a motley bunch of slaves, led by a white 
commander, fighting and dying heroically as they stand up to the unaccustomed 
rigors of combat. There is an surreal quality about the movie in that it's 
like watching the story of the lOQth Infantry Battalion unfold before your 
eyes. 

"Music Box" is a courtroom thriller about a man leading a life of duplicity 
in America. Against a family background, he manages to brush off suspicions 
that he's a former Nazi responsible for the death of many Jews during the 
Holocaust until, in a commonplace happening, he is tripped up by an old-world 
music box. 

In the last, we see how one disabled Vietnam Marine veteran fights his way 
back to society, from a wheelchair, and regains the idealisms about. home and 
country that were a part of his makeup before he was sent off to war; ideals 
destroyed in the carnage of flame throwers and bombs sending women, babies, 
and old folks to their deaths in' the grass-thatched villages of Vietnam. 

But this is not a movi~ review. Rather, it comes from having just read a 
long article on the question of whether the horne front in the Second World 
War really came to know what the battlefield was all about, something that 
should interest us all as veterans of the war. And, increasingly, as we 
approach its half-century mark, such inquiries will help to stimulate our 
thoughts and concerns about war itself as an instrument of peace. 

Titled, "The Real War, 1939-1945", the article in the August 1989. issue of 
The Atlantic Monthly talks about the war as an experience in horror and 
madness. In this context, truth and battlefield horror have their own sets 
of compromises or tradeoffs, as shall be noted. 

Paul Fassell, the author, a cultural historian, ~{ri tes that II America has not 
yet understood what the war was like and thus has been unable to use such 
understanding to reinterpret and redefine the national reality and to arrive 
at something like public maturity." The lack of understanding stems from 
many things. In the matter of arms, for example, the home folks were never 
told that the Germans had a better automatic rifle and light machine gun than 
we did; that the American and British tanks were underarmed and underarmored 
compar'ed to the enemy's; that the greatest single weapon of the war, outside 
of the atom bomb, was the German SS-mm flat-trajectory gun capable of wiping 
out troops on the ground as well as knocking out planes in the air. 

As for the wounded or killed in action, Fussell points out that " no matter 
how severely wounded, Allied soldiers are never shown suffering what in the 
Vietnam War was termed traumatic amputation: everyone has all his limbs, 
his hands and feet and digits, not to mention an expression of courage and 
cheer. " Even in the starkest images there are no depictions of bodies 
dismembered. 

While madness in WWI was simply referred to as "shell shock", in WWII it was 
more frankly attributed to fear. How is it, he asks, that these and other 
horrors were commonplace "only to the small number who had some direct 
experience of them?" 

One reason is the moral inclination of people to look for the bright side. 
But the more important reason is that "the news correspondents, radio 
broadcasters, and film people who perceived these horrors kept quiet about 
them on behalf of the war effort, and so the large wartime audience never 
knew these things." Bingol The statement flashed in my mind back to our 
40th anniversary celebration of 1982 when, at the Saturday night banquet, 
July 3d, in the Tapa Room of the Hilton Hawaiian Village, Young o. Kim in 
his keynote address told of things that are not of common knowledge, for 
instance: 

At Cassino, the fated reconnaissance across the flats that resulted in the 
death of Jack Johnson and the wounding of others in a mine field was a 
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YOUNG O. KIM (continued) 

clash of wills and differences among higher commanders as to how the battle 
should be fought. 

At Anzio, General Ryder's concern for the welfare of the lOath led to the 
entire rice ration of the 34th Division being funneled to the lOOth. 

At Bruyeres/Biffontaine, the Lost Battalion was the inevitable result of the 
"totally wrong information and crazy orders issued by General Dahlquist." 

He prefaced his speech with the remark that his talk is directed to the "non
combatant wives and others present." Then, "Unfortunately, among combat 
veterans, like those present in this room, there is a great reluctance to 
talk about their true combat experiences. These are too painful to recall 
so true war stories· are not even discussed. among themselves, let alone, to 
a non-combatant whc'- cannot even begin to remotely relate to such 
experiences. II Fussell makes the same point in these words: "By not 
mentioning a lot of things, a correspondent could give the audience at home 
the impression that there were nv cowards in the service, no thieves or 
rapists or looters, no cruel or stupid conunanders." 

But it is a paradox, trying to convey the truth to those who are not part 
of, not prepared to understand, the realities of war. In the Vietnam War, 
for instance, even as the TV news served to inform, its depiction of the 
savage fighting between the Viet Cong and out troops helped to turn the home 
front against the war. A nation this divided underscores such films as "Born 
on the Fourth of July." 

Under such circumstances, how is it that men continue to fight? Says Kim: 
"Because of this natural reluctance to talk about war, and because war mOV1es 
and stories glamourize war and give false impressions about war, studies have 
indicated that every· second or third generation of youth is ready to go to 
war again." (The same phenomenon can be seen at work elsewhere; in politics, 
as an example, a news dispatch out of Washington told of how former president 
Richard Nixon,· who quit the presidency in disgrace in 1974, returned to 
Capitol Hill recently to rousing ovations from a younger generation of 
Republicans. ) 

In a line that Fussell would have appreciated, Young o. says, "Frontline 
combat conditions must be as close to hell as can be created." In the Korean 
War, Kim says he witnessed many small units so paralyzed with fear they were 
pinned to the ground "as efficiently as an entomologist pins a dead bug to 
a board." 

.He enumerates his reasons for the greatness of the lOath: Every soldier had 
a real purpose; all were upholding the honor of family and community; their 
unusually high intelligence; lack of military experience working to their 
advantage in that they had no preconceived notions of how war should be 
fought; and superb leadership at all levels. 

Young o. Kim's speech is reprinted in its entirety in the July-August 1982 
issue of the Puka Puka Parade. It has the potential of being developed into 
a full-blown journal. With that come the thought that although the sojourns 
of a bunch of guys from a cluster of volcanic islands set in the middle of 
the biggest ocean on earth may not be the most exciting germ of an idea for 
a film on war, yet •.• 

Given the circumstances under which the lOath was formed and its combat 
record, it is not inconceivable that a writer/producer team with creative 
power might yet make something earnest and lively out of what Young O. calls 
"the best offensive battalion in World War II." 

CLUB 100 KARAOKE }(AI NEWS: Janet Aoki 

A night to rember: March 10, 1990 was a very special night for the Club 100 
Karaoke Kai members. To celebrate the seventh anniversary of the Kai, thirty 
members and guests attended a sumptuous buffet dinner at the Pagoda 
Restaurant Iris Room. The dinner menu was fit for a king because Stanley 
Nakamoto made all the arrangements. My mouth drools at the thought of all 
that good fc;>od. Stanley, we thank yoU' for' being our friend, for being so 
generous to our needs and giving us your moral support. Thank you from all 
the members of the Kai. 
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KARAOKE KAI NEWS (continued) 

Emcee for the evening was Kaoru Yonezawa, who did a superb job on short 
notice and parson Ken Muroshige who said the grace. We were entertained 
throughout the evening by Kai members singing their favorite songs and 
acting, i. e., Tony Oshita as "Zatoishi", Stu Yoshioka crooning "Smoke Gets 
in Your Eyes" and Yutaka Inouye, a new member, pleading IIBelieve Me". You 
never realize how much talent is hidden until you attend these private 
parties where the oldies, as they say, "Go for it!" A special treat was the 
performance of Kazue Sato, dressed in a kimono, dancing to the song "Tabino 
Yokaze II, sung by Ed Kobata and Bob Sato. Have you ever seen Tsugio Tsuru 
belt out his songs with so much gusto or shy Agnes Nakamoto singing "Tsukujo 
Dane"? All those who attended were able to sing at least three times and 
sang such beautiful songs. They were all winners. 

During a brief intermission, members were reenergized with chazuke, 
tsukemono, and birthday cake. We were happy that Carl Shinoda and Tony 
Oshita could join in the fun and fellowship after being absent from regular 
class. Kai members were humming and singing when they parted as the 
celebration came to a close at eleven p.m. 

GOLF NEWS: Tom Nosse 

. The Century Golf Club Awards Dinner was held on February 24, Saturday, at 
the clubhouse. Members were there early to participate in cocktails. Before 
the dinner, our "chaplain ", Ken Muroshige , delivered the grace. Ken, you 
are a man of many talents besides making a hole-in-one and singing karaoke 
songs. The dinner was again prepared by our chef, Arthur Tamashiro. we were 
limited to four shrimps, but they were enough left over for the second 
serving. We all enjoyed the meal, Arthur. Yutaka Inouye brought his guests 
from Tokyo, M/M Osumi and their granddaughter. All the generous donors who 
made the party more enjoyable were acknowledged. 

The first award presentation was made to Ken Muroshige for winning the match 
play. He received to 420.00 gift certificates. Stu Yoshioka won the ACE 
of ACES and President's Trophy. Seie Oshiro .was the second place winner on 
the President's Trophy. Orei (appreciation) gift certificates of two $10.00 
was presented to Arthur Tamashiro for being our chef. Each of the following 
members received a box of· golfballs: Tom Nakamura (tournament chairman), 
Stanley Takahashi (scheduling chairman), Kazuto Shimizu (handicap chairman), 
and Fred Kanemura (treasurer). 

As usual, Mike Takahashi did a splendid job of making the presentations. The 
formal portion of the program was over by 8:00 p.m. Karaoke singing, led by 
Stu Yoshioka, took over the rest of the evening. 

LETTERS FROM THE MEMBERS~ 

ON THE DISPOSITION OF OUR CLUBHOUSE AND APARTMENT March 3, 1990 

QUO VADIS? lOOth Infantry Bn membersl The unit with the highest IQ in U.S. 
Military History. We are now in a QUANDRY, a DILE~~, yes, nol? 

Well, WHAT IS A FOOL? A Fool is not a fool who is once fooled; he is a DAMN 
FOOL who is twice fooled! 

Let us not be fools, we have a sort of "reprieve, a SECOND CHANCE, to really 
be true to our FALLEN COMRADES and perpetuate the IDENTITY and IDEALS of the 
PURPLE HEART BN, for our revered Fallen Comrades, for ourselves, and for 
posterity, Ad Infinitum 

When the JCCH Proposal, the only one presented, was brought to a vote, you 
were given just one choice to vote on, and either YEH or Nayl Therefore, 
some of you voted reluctantly for this proposal, because you· were cajoled 
into turning in a Proxy Vote, by PRO-proposal callers? And, quite a number 
of you voted YES simply because you were "over the Hill", your years were 
numbered, and you felt that you had "no fight left in you" - this was the 
easiest way out, besides there were "no mo choices, no can help, but to I" 

PUKA-PUKA-ites have never been known as quittersl!! 
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LETTERS FROM THE MEMBERS (continued) 

Besides we went into this JCCH Proposal with strong emotional attitudes 
expressed; not with "CCC" Calm, Cool, Collected, and not with CLEAR 
THINKING that we are all capable of. 

We, collectively control the DESTINY of Club 100. Let us reshape our destiny 
individually . Let us really study both proposals thoroughly and then come 
to your individual decision to choose, on or the other, the JCCH Proposal 
or the Lauiki Development (Venture) Proposal. 

However f for that to happen, we should all be provided copies of both 
proposals. A Chapter meeting conducted orally and without written documents 
to consult with, is definitely NOT A GOOD WAY. We forget 50% of what we 
hearl 

The new Lauiki proposal's SALIENT selling point is that we RETAIN TITLE to 
our ground property; and the developer will demolish and rebuild the new Club 
facilities according to our specifications. 

Since we can retain our Title on the ground property, we ought to form our 
own SONS & DAUGHTERS Organization in perpetuity with a reputable Trust 
Company (Hawaiian Trust) of our own choosing to carryon Club 100, even after 
we are all "gone to helll" 

Isn I t this the VOW we made on the battlegrounds of Italy, WWII, when we 
started the collection for a Living Memorial in Hawaii, for our Honored Dead? 
This is the only work entailed for us in the Lauiki Plan to come up with the 
new-look Club 100 Memorial Edifice and which could do away with the 
apartments and replace them with a Museum?? 

The Bottom· Line on the Lauiki Proposal is that should the Developer's plan 
go awry, the Clubhouse property WILL NOT BE IN JEOPARDY! 

Whereas, in the JCCH Proposal, once the agreement is inked, the Club property 
immediately becomes the property of the JCCH, title and all! Too, the JCCH 
Proposal stated that irregardless of whether or not Club 100 becomes a 
partner, the project will keep going. 

I certainly voted an emphatic NO to (the) JCCH Proposal; but I have never 
been. opposed to the proposal, per se. I have only vexed my frustrations 
on the lack of choices to present to the membership on the ballot, when there 
were still many options available to us then. We still have not h9-d a 
COMPLETE picture of the JCCR merger. 

In concluding, I am strongly for a RECONSIDERATION 
proposals on the ballot, to resolve the question 
goest, Club 100 lOath Infantry Bn Vets 11 VOTING 
IT WISELY. 

SINCERELY, 

and RE-VOTE with the two 
of, QUO VADIS - whitner',' 
is a Privilege; EXERC1sE 

RICHARD S. OGURO 

(EDITOR • S NOTE: 

Hi! George, 

Prime Controvert of Club 100 
\ 

Dick's letter appears as it was received with all its 
subtle, and not so subtle, nuances.) 

March 12, 1990 

I guess you're wondering who I am. My name is Toe Yoshino, formerly of 
Lahaina. Eric Abe, president of L.A. lOath Bn, said some of the Hawaii lOath 
members wanted to know if any L.A. members were going to ~he Kona NVR 
Convention and Honolulu. He asked me to send the names of the L.A. members. 
I told him I didn't know who to send it to so he told me the best thing to 
do is send it to the Club 100 president. 

Enclosed is the list of L.A. members, spouses, and guests who will be 
attending the Kona NVR and later going to Honolulu. Although M/M Kiyoshi 
Horino (A) names are listed, they won't be able to go as the doctor advised 
Mr. Horino not to go. He had a major surgery and is not fully recovered. 
From Sacramento, George & Florence Kol.)ayashi (A) will join us in Kona and 
Honolulu. L.A. "Honcho" Monte Fujita (A), who recently had a mild stroke, 

, 
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LETTERS FROM MEMBERS (continued) 

said if he keeps improving, he and his wife, May, will ]o~n us in Honolulu. 
That is, if his doctor gives him the O.K. to go. All "paull for now. 

"Aloha" 

Toe. 
LIST OF L.A. MEMBERS: Tad & Sue Hashimoto, Henry & Elsie Hayashi, Tom & Ruth 
Kasai, Kei & Chisato Yamaguchi, Henry & Kazuko Yoshi take, Henry & Fumiko 
sakato, William & Irene Sato, Mas & Alma Takahashi, Larry & Susan Takahashi, 
and Yoshi "Toe 11 & Molly Yoshino. We will be at the King Kamehameha Hotel 
for the Kona NVR (June 27 - July 1) and Ala Moana Hotel, Honolulu (July 1-
4, 1990). 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Let's test your powers of observation. Quick, without 
turning back, did you notice anything different about this issue I s cover? 
Those of you "sharp-eyed", 20/20 Parade readers surely noticed the addition 
of the words '100th Infantry Battalion Veterans Club' printed above our 
Parade logo. Many members have long felt that the name 'Club lOa' does not 
distinguish itself from the ~bundant Korean bars around town. This small 
addition to the Parade logo is our small way of letting individuals and 
organizations outside of our club, who receive the Parade, know who we are. 
A big Mahalo goes out to our Circulation Editor, Evelyn Oshiro (A), who 
not only redesigned the logo but is the captain during the Parade collating 
day. Her "drill sergeant-like" intensity and outstanding organizational 
abilities enables the Parade to be collated and prepped to be sent to all 
of you on a timely basis. Before she took over, it used to take us about 
three hours to get the Pa:rade re&dy for mailing. Now, as those of you who 
have volunteered your kokua can attest to, we are usually finished wi thin 
l~ hours. Thanks again, Evelyn. I hope Donald Trump doesn't steal you away 
from us to run Trump Plazal 

Our execu ti ve secretary, Paul, had ordered blue mimeo paper for the March 
Parade. However, it did not arrive in time for the run; it came in three 
days afterwards. We were going to run this issue using the blue· paper. 
However, a club member commented that it was sometimes a little difficult 
to see the words when it is printed on blue paper and that the "color~koa" 
March issue was easier to read. So, we decided to try it again. We've even 
experimented with a brand new color, salmon. Please let us know what you 
think. The Puka Puka Parade is for the members and we appreciate any 
comments or suggestions as to how we can make it better or more enjoyable 
for you. 

(The following article was taken from the Nisei Veterans Newsletter, Volume 
39, No.2, February 1990 - 121 S. King street, Seattle Washington 98144) 

REDRESS - Pre-Evacuation Vets are eligible if: Mas Fukuhara 

According to redress regulations, Japanese American servicemen who enlisted 
or were drafted prior to the evacuation of all Japanese from the West Coast 
in the spring of 1942 and who never spent time in camps are eligible for 
redress payments if they ••• II lost property as a result of government action 
beqause their homes were in prohibited zones· or "if they were prohibited 
from visi ting interned families or were subjected to undue restrictions 
prior to visits. R 

Most veterans who entered the service prior to the evacuation or relocation 
of their families undoubtedly left behind most of their personal property, 
however, not many can reasonable be expected to have documents certifying 
those losses which occurred during turbulent times and almost 50 years ago. 

According to Office of Redress Administrator Robert K. Bratt, a written 
statement regarding the property and circumstances of their loss will be 
acceptable to establish eligibility. A similar statement will also be 
required from those veterans who were unable to visit their interned 
families. The inability to visit families in the western Defense Command 
prior to evacuation is not covered in the regulations. 

r \ 
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From the January 1990 (Volume 01-90) Japan Airlines Newsletter: 

CLUB 100 

Seiko, the 
clock and watch 

folks, now have a 
personal paper
shredder on the 

market, a steal at 
$340. They call it 

KamikiriMushi-
Pnpercutting Bug. 
Now you too can 

destroy documents 
in the privacy 
of your own 

hOlne. a 

100th INF. BN. Veterans 
520 Kamoku street 
Honolulu, Hawaii '96826 

Iro-Iro 
• Tatami, straw matting which covers most Japanese floors, can now be pur

chased with heating elements, thanks to Toshiba Corp. This $1,500 item is 
"the perfect solution to the elegant but unheated liusterity of the aestheti
cally pleasing iapanese room." 

• Not to be outdone, Sanyo makes a heated rug. It's a bit expensive at 
$7,000, but gosh - it is made of Belgian silk. 

• Sorry, England: Singapore now holds the world record for most par
ticipants in the game of musical chairs. The previous record of 6,500 was 
broken by the 8,223 Singaporeans who scrambled for 8,136 seats. 

• According to a Chinese weekly newspaper, a 17-year-old girl from Sichuan 
province started to molt several days after having bitten a python to 
death - in sdf defense. Doctors, the publication continues, are con
founded. 

• The Nikka Whiskcy Company rcccnlly inlroduced its Selection Whiskey in 
a limited-edition box that plays "If You Love Me" when opened and ex
posed to light. Only 200,000 lucky shoppers will be able to get one, and for 
an extremely reasonable $35. 

• Those clever folks at SallYo, when not working on heated carpets, are busy 
inventing labor-saving devices such as their new automatic noodle maker. 
Called Men's Club, a bilingual bit of cleverness, men being Japanese for 
noodle (which we guess means il's so simple even Dad can use it), the 
machine takes only four minutes to create any of five kinds of noodles. It 
gocs for about $250-the same as an automatic tofu maker! 

• Lest you think this space is turning into a catalogue of expensive and 
hard-to-find goods of dubious utility, we finish with a noncommercial, 
heart-warming story: On a recent JAL flight from Los Angeles to 

Tokyo, a passenger began to have labor pains about six hours after 
take-off. Fortunately there was a doctor on board, and the fact lhat he 
was an ophthalmologist didn't prevenl him from attending the im-

promptu birth. Mother and son are doing splendidly. Cl 
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