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SPOKESMEN
By JOSEPH OIESENKIRCHEN

T ODAY almost all capitals of political
ly important countries have adopted
the system of foreign press con

ferences and thus have their spokesmen.
According to his personality, his political
importance, and the power and the con
fidence he enjoys with his government,
the spokesman is not only a connecting
link between government and foreign
press but in many cases an active instru
ment of national policy, of political ag
gression or defense. An excellent spokes
man in command of all problems rep
resents an absolutely invaluable agent
of national policy and a great help to
foreign correspondents. Within a few

years, government spokesmen have be
come an essential part of the press policy
of the capital cities of the world.

"Spokesmanu of a government is not
a professional title. It is solely the
function of a man holding anything from
the lowest to the highest government
position who has for a certain period
been given the task of publicizing the
political view8 of his government and, in
oo-operation with various ministries. of
quaabing hostile propaganda through skill
ful counteraction.

This task is not aecorded the same
significance everywhere. In some c01ln-
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tries, for instance in England, the post
of spokesman does not carry much
weight, while in other countries every
conference of foreign correspondents
echoes throughout the world because of
the personality of the spokesman and the
pre88 policy taken. One head of a world
power, President Roosevelt, attaches so
much importance to the press conferences
that he has even reserved the role of
spokesman for himself.

THE SPOKESMA.1li OF THE

WTJ·HEI.MSTRASSE

We shall begin our survey with that
spokesman whom we happen to know
best, the "spokesman of the Wilhelm
straue." Dr. Paul Schmidt comes from
a family of fannem and artisans in central
Germany. While atill in high school he
became active for the National-8ociaJ.ist
Party, and during his years at univer
sity, where he worked at the Institute of
Psychology, he was well known as a Party
speaker. Today he is the youngest of all
government spokesmen and almost cer
tainly one of the youngest, if not the
youngest Minister. He is just over thirty,
and yet he is famous throughout the
world for his frank statements, his cut
ting commentaries, his witty remarks,
and his skillful rejection of enemy prop
aganda theses. Although he was active
as a journalist for only a fhort time, he
is a qualified newspaper man who, in
his present activity, combines the adapt
ability of a diplomat with his own keen
judgment and understanding for the
desires, difficulties, and requirements of
the correspondents.

His preea conferences in the Foreign
Office and in the Wilhe1.mstrasae in Berlin
are hardly ever missed by a foreign cor
respondent. The atmosphere is usually
exciting. The correspondents show great
interest, and the spokesman is untiring
in answering questions. Because he
undemtands the work of a foreign cor
respondent, he frequently arranges for
important announcements, such as of the
carrying out of political and sometimes
even military actions, to be made first
of all in the prees conferences. No other

press conference in the world has seen
such dramatic tenseness as the Berlin
ones of, to give just a few examples,
April 9, 1940, announcing the Norwegian
campaign; May 10, 1940, the beginning
of the campaign in Holland, Belgium,
and France; April 6, 1941, announcing the
campaign in Yugoslavia and Greece; and,
the most dramatic of all, that of June 22,
1941.

In this way the correspondents are in
a position to cable home the news quickly,
while valuable comments are offered
them in mutual discussion. Over and
over again we saw how correspondents
rang up their Berlin offices from the
Foreign Office in Berlin and asked to
have a wire cleared half an hour later to
New York, Tokyo, Stockholm, etc. And
in their rush they were leea concemed
with the news iteelf than with Dr.
Schmidt's commentary.

D:BAlU.TIO PBBS8 CONJ'DDOBS

We recall, for instance, the months
after the Tripartite Pact had been con
cluded in Berlin to keep the United
States out of the war. The provocation
of the American press and the aggres
siveness of the American President were
ignored for a long time in Berlin just as
in the other capitals of the Axis powers.
With journalistic smartness, sometimes
by the most roundabout ways, sometimes
by a straight question, the correspondents
tried in the press conf~nces to discover
the Wilhelmstras8e's attitude toward the
mounting provocations. The whole world
was .intensely interested in the attitude
of the German Govemment. This was
the time when the skill of the spokeema.n
became especially apparent. There was
a constant rain of questions, above all
from the American correspondents them
selves. And there was a constant stream
of answem, but answers which, although
they repreeented serious treatment of the
problem, allowed of no daring or pre
mature combinations.

On a later occasion, when Senator
Pepper declared, during the Japanese
American negotiations, that, in the caae
of war. "Tokyo will be reduced to ashes
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in the first attack and Japan's fleet will be
forced to capitulate within ninety days,"
Dr. Schmidt called this contention a
"wishful dream taken from the Ameri
can cupboard of conjectures," a fitting
phrase often quoted since then.

NO CENSOBSHIP

It was, perhaps, to a great extent the
skill of this spokesman and of other per
sonalities and offices entrusted with deal
ing with the foreign press which enabled
the German Government to refrain from
enforcing censorship of cables and ~e

phone conversatioDB of the foreign cor
respondents even in war time. A pre
requisite for this was the patient training
of these correspondents, which at first
entailed many reversalB. Only those who
know the demands made by American
news services and newspapers on their
correspondents can appreciate what dif
ficulties had to be overcome. But in the
end this training was successful, and even
during the war the co-operation between
the German authorities and the foreign
correspondents developed on the whole
satisfactorily.

Through the extraordinary sequence of
great events during the last ten years,
Berlin had become an Eldorado for every
journaliBt. The Berlin correspondents of
foreign newspapers could coDBtantly re
port on developments and plans which
necessarily overshadowed the reports of
the foreign correspondents in most other
capitals as regards reader-interest
throughout the world. NogoodjournaliBt
wished to lose this advantage. Hence he
avoided dealing with things whioh simply
must not be talked about by anyone,
including foreigners, in a belligerent coun
try.

For years before war was declared
between the USA and Germany, German
correspondents in America had been
exposed to undignified treatment and had
been admitted only reluctantly to the
Washington press conferences. Even
tually German correspondents in Wash
ington were forbidden, al80 in a very
undignified manner, to participate in the
p:e88 conferences. The German Govern-

ment saw itself forced to retaliate. On
the following day the American corre
spondents were told at the beginning of
the conference that their future presence
would not be possible because of the ex
clusion of German correspondents in
Washington. Dr. Schmidt shook hands
with each of the American correspondents
when they left.

SPEED AND THE JOURNALIST

Although exploiting time may not be
exactly the journalist's daily bread, it is
at least his butter and jam. On special
OCcasiODB, mimeographed or hurriedly
printed information, explanations, an
nouncements, etc., are therefore sent out
by Dr. Schmidt's office to the corre
spondents. On still more important 00

casiODB, special conferences are called,
among which those called at the begin
ning of a new campaign represent dramat
ic climaxes of journaliBtic participation
in world-shaJdng events.

On several oocaaions the foreign cor
respondents in Berlin were asked to a
Government press conference in the small
hours of the morning. Of course, all
correspondents have a telephone, but
nevertheless, in order to reach them in
any case and not to let one be at a dis
advantage, a smoothly functioning sys
tem has been introduced. Half an hour
or an hour before the conference, that is
to say, uaually while it is still dark, the
telephone rings. Even the man who is
favored with especially deep sleep is not
placed at a disadvantage. Should he not
answer the phone, the police station of
his district is rung up by the press depart
ment. A policeman then usually manages
to rouse the sleeper. H the latter does
not have his own car, the policeman
"organizes" a taxi, 80 that even the
tardiest arrives in time at the Wilhelm
strasse. Generally the Foreign Minister
and the Minister of Propaganda appear
at conferences of this kind. H a war is
being declared or a campaign is starting,
it often happens at the very same hour
in which this conference begins.

It is also largely due to Dr. Schmidt's
understanding of the work of the cor-
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respondents that the latter are given the
poeaibility of taking tripe to the front
lines. There is hardly a foreign corre
spondent in Berlin who has not been in
Poland, Holland, Belgium, France, Yugo
slam, Greece, and the USSR, generally
even at a stage of the campaign when
the trip had suddenly to be stopped
somewhere because fighting was still
going on in the immediate vicinity.

THE PRESIDENT-SPOKESMAN

The star among the spokesmen is the
President of the United States. Franklin
D. Roosevelt holds p~ conferences in
his study nearly every <1&y. Newcomers
among foreign journalists in Waahington
have always been inclined to consider
their first conference with Roosevelt as
a great experience. In a way that is
what it is; for nowhere but in Washington
can you see a president before you in the
capacity of spokesman.

Roosevelt, the spokesman of the Wash
ington Government and, as such, of
his own policy, was one of the first to
recognize the importance of the press.
As a shrewd judge of the psychology of
his countrymen, he has always been intent
on putting himself in the proper light
before the hundred million newspaper
Naders in the United States. His self
appointment as spokesman was rather
unusual, and the tricks with which he
tried to clear the atmosphere, especially
in times of political diJliculties at home,
were often amusing and entirely adjusted
to American conditions. One of his
favorite methods of gaining the sympathy
of the correspondents is to call them by
their first name and to ask after their
family. He has been kJlown to ask a
correspondent, "Well, Jack, how's the
babyl" If it happened to be a Jack who
did not have any baby, he would raise
a laugh by the remark: "It's time you
had one, anyway'"

The press conferences became an im
portant instrument for Roosevelt to in
fluence public opinion in America in the
direction desired by him-a crusade
against the representatives of the New
Order. The conferences were the spring-

board for his ideas, and the American and
world press his earliest weapon in the
present war. In his capacity of spokes
man, Roosevelt did not conduct a real
press policy but rather his own personal
policy. In his vanity and sense of superi
ority toward other nations, he has been
guilty of grave indiscretions in that he,
the President and spokesman of his coun
try, has attacked the heads of other
states without regard for his own posi
tion. His purpose in this was to prepare
the ground for his policy, long fixed in
its outlines, and he had no desire to
separate his real office from that of an
often cheap propagandist. He always
remained the politics-talking and sen
sation-loving Roosevelt.

THE MAP THAT DIDN'T EXIST

Measures he intended to carry out
himself, he often attributed to the Axis
powers at his press conferencee. The
most incredible case was his announce
ment of the existence of a map which
allegedly had been smuggled out of
Germany by an emigrant and which,
according to Roosevelt, showed that
Germany intended to redivide South
America into three great states. In spite
of urgent requests on the part of Senators,
Representatives, and the press, the map
was not published, because Roosevelt
allegedly wished to protect the bearer.
On the basis of Roosevelt's description of
the map, Berlin three days later was able
to prove that this map had been drawn
and published by the American magazine
Time. and was intended to show how TifM
imagined the balance of power in South
America after the war. AfterDr. Schmidt
had announced this fact, Roosevelt
never mentioned the map again. When
ever events did not suit him, he passed
over them with a bon mot. When the
speech of the head of a foreign state is
discussed or commented on by spokesmen
in other capitals, it is usually a ·matter
of clearly stating the respective attitudes
towards this speech. In Washington,
however, this was only very rarely the
case. When an important speech of
Hitler's was announced during a period
of crisis, Roosevelt declared tha.t he
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would go to bed; and some time ago,
when Roosevelt was asked whether he
had read the speech made the evening
before by ColoQel Lindbergh, his political
opponent, he answered, "Why should 11"
Outside of Washington such answers
could not have been given in any press
conference by a spokesman who expected
to be taken seriously the next day.

"I HAVE NOTHING TO SAY"

In England the spokesman of the press
conferences held every day at the Foreign
Office prior to the outbreak of the present
war has never played a very important
part. From our own experience, we knew
two men there who took turns to appear
before the foreign correspondents and in
the same way took turns in declaring,
either on their own or in reply to a
question, "I have nothing to say today,"
or "I am afraid I can't tell you."

Mr. Peak was very unpopular with all
correspondents, including the English
ones. Later on, when he went to Wash
ington as the press attache of the new
Ambassador to the United States, Lord
Halifax, an American correspondent in
Berlin, who knew Peak well, remarked
that, if nothing else, Mr. Peak would do
his share to damage Lord Halifax and his
mission in Washington. Personal arro
gance and contempt of journaJ.ism were
the characteristics of this spokesman, for
whom, contrary to the demands of his
duty, a journalist represented even less
than a necessary evil.

Mr. Readsdale, on the other hand, was
quite a pleasant fellow. However, most
of the time he had to say, like Mr. Peak,
his superior, "I am afraid I can't tell you,"
although, in spite of their negative con
tent, his woros sounded more friendly
and seemed to contain more understanding
for the journalist.

In their stubborn, sometimes intentional
failure to recognize the importance of
journalism, the London press conferences
remained to the last a farce. This was
expressed, frequently and clearly, by the
American journalists especially, who did
not care at all for this kind of treatment.

EAST ASIA'S SPOKESMEN

Nowhere in the world, with the excep
tion of the USA, do newspapers have as
large circulations as in Japan, above all
in Tokyo. It is, therefore, easy to under
stand that the Japanese Government has
always paid special attention to the press
and has transferred this attention from
the press of its own country to that of
foreign countries too. Thus, as in 80

many other places, the occupation of
spokesman was created with special in
structions to look after the foreign press.
At first the spokesmen were members of
the Foreign Office. During the first three
years of the China conflict, no changes
were made, until the Bureau of Informa
tion was established in 1940 and some of
the officials entrusted with press relations
were transferred to it.

For some time the spokesman was Mr.
Iishi, who was transferred to the Japanese
Embassy in Bangkok shortly before the
outbreak of the Greater East Asia War.
Like Mr. !ishi, Mr. Tomokazu Hori, his
successor, is distinguished by his under
standing for the foreign press. His press
conferences have become smaller as a
result of the war; for, beside the German
and Italian correspondents and, of course,
the Japanese, there remain only one
French and two Soviet participants. The
largest contingent among the foreigners
is supplied by Germany, whose agencies
and newspapers are represented by four
teen journalists.

Mr. Hori's strong point is his thorough
commentating of current political ques
tions. His comments are often made in
such a form that, without cutting or
addition, they represent polished political
leading articles. Moreover, they are of
ten published as such by the press of the
Axis nations. He is aided in his com
ments by his wide experience in the
diplomatic service and his former years
of activity as a spokesman before he
took over his present office. From 1924
to 1928, Hon was attached as secretary
to the Japanese Embassy in Washington,
and after temporary occupation in Tsing
tao, Nanking, and Shanghai he returned
to America, where he was consul in Los
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Angeles from 1934 to 1937. In 1937 he
went to Tientsin, where he was speaker
in a combined press conference held by
the consulate together with the Japanese
Army and Navy for Japanese as well as
foreign correspondents. However, he is
better known for his year as spokesman
in Shanghai from December 1940. From
there he took over his present position as
head of the preBS department of the
Bureau of Information.

Through the War of Greater East Asia
the importance of the Bureau of Informa
tion has grown considerably. More than
ever before, news from Tokyo is given
front-page space in all the newspapers of
the world, especially since the Japanese
Government can issue Army and Navy
reports announcing unprecedented suc
cesses following each other with incredible
rapidity. The term "Greater East Asia.
Co-Prosperity Sphere" was first given out
to the newspapers and thus to the public
of the whole world by the Japanese
spokesman.

In contrast to many other countries,
there are several spokesmen in' Japan.
Mr. Hori comments on all purely political
events, while the Navy and the Army
have their own spokesmen, Captain
Hiraide and Colonel Na.kao Yahagi. The
latter do not hold foreign press confer
ences but regularly comment on current
naval or military questions over the radio,
so that their comments find their way
into the foreign press by this more round
about route. Incidentally, Mr. Hori also
comments on all important political events
over the radio for the domestic field.
Besides these, there are other spokesmen
in Japan whose tasks are limited entirely
to the domestio field. There are also
Japanese press conferences and spokesmen
outside of Japan, especially in Shanghai
and Peking.

How seriously the whole question is
taken by Japan can be seen from the
fact that such outstanding men as Lt.
Colonel Yokoyama, Captain Kamada,
and Mr. Hirota have been appointed in
Shanghai to the positions of spokesmen
of the Army, Navy, and Embassy re-

spectively. As in the case of Mr. Hori~

the brilliant spokesmanship in Shanghai
of Lt. Colonel Akiyama was one of the
steps in his rise to prominence. Accom
panied by assistant spokesmen and
skillful translators they meet the repre
sentatives of the Japanese, German,
Italian, French, and Russian press &8

well as of local Shanghai papers twice
a week in the Palace Hotel to discuss
with them in a friendly atmosphere the
events of the day.

The modern Japanese governments have
always maintained a liberal press policy.
Japan could, therefore, afford not t<>
introduce official press censorship until
after four years of war in China.
However, this censorship has been handled
with great understanding even since the
outbreak of the Pacific war. Of course.
this attitude of the Japanese is made
easier by the fact that by far the greater
part of the foreign correspondents in
Tokyo are members of nations allied with
Japan.

OLDTIMER IN NEW JOB

Finally, we must deal with a man who
has appeared on the political stage 8&

spokesman since the outbreak of the
German-Soviet war, Solomon Abramo
vitch Lozovsky. Although he is new as
a spokesman, he has been known for
years as an old revolutionary, agitator.
strike organizer, and traveling salesman
for Bolshevism.

Lozovsky's real name is Abraham
Dridzo. He changed his name in 1905
on the occasion of a revolt in Samara.
(now Kuibyshev), when he was arrested
and taken to Siberia but managed to
escape on the way from the Tsarist
police. He had begun his revolutionary
career in 1901 in the illegal RUBBian
Social-Democratic Party. From 1920 to
1940 he headed the Profintern (the Red
International of Labor Unions). It speaks
for his adaptability that he managed.
as one of its founders, to remain at its
head for over twenty years and was one
of the few to survive the numerous bloody
purges.
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The Kremlin is adept at hiding its
internal proceedings from the unwelcome
~urious eyes of the outside world. For
that reason this outside world was a
little surprised when the former labor
union leader was made first a vice-com
missar of foreign affairs and then spokes
man for the Soviet Government. There
W&8 no need for surprise, for Lozovsky is
an old hand at foreign affairs, and only
the plane was new on which he was to
play his role.

It is in a way a tragicomic fact that the
man who, in his present exposed position,
has to speak loudest and most often of
the common aims and the naturalness
and inseparability of the present union
of the so-called democratic front, at one
time contributed not a little toward
undermining the state foundations of
these allies of today.

CHASED BY THE POLICE

In the late twenties Lozovsky was
treate~ with less flattery in England than
since June .1941. For at that time his
name was known only in connection with
a warrant from Scotland Yard issued
against him for revolutionary activities,
inciting the masses, and successful strike
agitation in the mining districts of Wales
and Scotland. Lozovsky managed to
escape under an assumed name with a
passport manufactured by the Com
munist headquarters in England.

Prior to his debut on the British Isles,
he was busy as an agent provooateur on
the Continent. He proved to be too
much even for a Social-Democratio gov
ernment in Germany and was expelled
from the Reich. He transferred his field
of activity to France. There his Bol
shevist ideas were at first regarded with
less disfavor. But in the end the French
Government, too, had enough of it. It
expelled the Jewish agitator after his
name had appeared. on various occasions
in connection with the disappearance of
leading members of the White Russian
colony.

He devoted the next few years mainly
to propagating Bolshevist ideas in the
merchant fleets of the world. A former

functionary of the Communist Party in
Germany, who wrote the best-seller 0uJ
oj the Night, gives us an impressive in
sight into this activity. He desoribes a
meeting of the Maritime Section of the
Comintem in the Red Hall of the Pro
fintern Central Bureau in Moscow in
January 1930. A little man with a
haggard, almost hollow face and untidy
hair but with uncommonly lively and
fanatical eyes dominated the meeting.
It was Lozovsky, the head of the Pro
fintern. His talent for speaking struck
the author, as well as his almost over
bearing sarcasm. The conference had
been called to work out plans for the
founding of an International of Seamen
and Harbor Workers, to be led by Mos-,
cow, as well as of Red Waterfront Unions
to oover all continents and to undermine
their economic system.

AGITATION IN' THE PACIFIC

The Red propaganda dictator has al
ways been deeply interested in the Far
East. In 1927 Lozovsky, with the aid
of a number of specially chosen assistants,
founded the "Pacific Secretariat," whose
activities were directed from the Profin
tern Headquarters. This organization
succeeded within a few years in establish
ing Red labor union movements in China,
Australia, the Philippines, and other
countries on the Pacific coast. In August
1929, the first "Congress of Labor Unions
in the Pacific Sphere" was held in Vladi
vostok. The main speaker was Lozovsky,
who had just returned from Europe. The
conference proved to its satisfaction that
within a few years a solid foundation had
been laid for the development of a Red
labor movement in the countries on the
Pacific coast where, until recently, there
had hardly been anything in the way of
labor organization.

This man, who for the last twenty
years has been collecting the most COll

fidential and comprehensive situation re
ports from all comers of the world to
enable him, through minute study of the
conditions and feelings in other coun
tries, to plan and execute his large-scale
Bolshevist enterprises; this man, who
knows the psychology of many nations



HI8 THE XXth CENTURY

and who, perhaps better than anyone
else, can judge what the world should
hear and what must not be said-this is
the man whom Stalin has made the
spokesman and leading official propagan
dist of the Soviet Union.

A. TOUGH ASSIGNXBNT

During the first few months of the war,
LoEovsky sometimes proved to be a
skillful propagandist, who supplied above
all the English and American preea with
material for many a catchword and much
wishful thinking. His greatest time was
during last winter. He made use of the
ceeeation of the German offensive for un·
bounded victory propaganda. In the
be«inning of December 1941, for instance.
Lozovsky declared at the Kuibyshev
pre88 conference that "before the end of
winter. the Russian soil will be cleared of
all enemies, and Hitler's armies will be
driven far into Europe."

During the last few months Lozovsky
has lost much of his attraction for the
American and British press. There has
not been a single occasion when Lozovsky
could report a great success. So he had
to have r8C0Ul'8e to other means. Some
times he delivers himself of long explana
tions about the tremendous 108888 of the

enemy; sometimes he attempts to camou
flage the impression of Red defeats by
attractive descriptions of life in the
Sovi~ paradise; and sometimes he makes
up hair-raising stories about the alleged
bad treatment of Soviet prisoners in
Germany.

Recently LoEovsky has on several oc
casions been very unlucky. While he
was attempting to convince English and
American correspondents that the Red
Army was actually becoming stronger
through its 108888, Stalin's Ambusadors
Maisky and Litvinov made speeches in
London and Washington which were
nothing less than urgent appeals to the
Allies for immediate aid. In the8e eir
o1lJD8tances, Lozovsky's versions and ex
planations. which have hardly anything
more to do with reality but arise solely
from the daily growing necessity for
propaganda, are being given less and less
attention in many neutral papers and
even in some of the more serious papers
in the anti-Axis camp.

• • •
This closes the circle of spokesmen as

we know them and as they are known to
the publio. Their portraits difter &8

widely from each other as do the causes
for which they speak.
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