By Ferdie de la Torre

Variely News Staff
THE TINIAN Shipping and
Transportation Inc. yesterday an-
nounced that ferry services be-
tween Saipan and Tinian will re-
sume today after the federal court
issued an order for the release of
the two vessels.

The Tinian Shipping and Tinian
Dynasty Hotel and Casino in a
public announcement said the first
run departs Saipan at 5 p.m. The
ferry schedule has not changed.

U.S. District Court for the NMI
Judge Alex R. Munson in the or-
der issued Saturday directed the
U.S. Marshal and the substitute
custodian to effect the immediate
release of the ferries.

Munson said the substitute cus-
todian, however, shall continue
to monitor the operation of the
vessels until further order of the

Nakamura
calls for
‘real action’
from Forum

By Malou L. Sayson

For the Variety
KOROR, (Palau Horizon) —
President Kuniwo Nakamura
wants some action to take place in
the 30th South Pacific Forum
(SPF) here.

Taking the cudgels as the in-
coming Forum chairman,
Nakamurastrongly challenged the
SPFleaders to turn the forum into
anaction arena and stop making it
appear more like a debating soci-
ety.

Addressing the SPF leaders
Sunday at the Senate chambers of
the Olbiil Era Kelulau (OEK), the
president called for a change in
the SPF perspective from being
treated as a dependent, frag-
mented, insufficient and unheard
of entity into a region having its
own strengths and independence
to seek its own growth path.

“If we are to assert our strength
vis-a-vis extra-regional entities,
then we should start to consider
this body as a truly regional orga-
nization,” the president told the
leaders.

Nakamura also urged the SPF
to shift to higher gear, making the
30th Forum meeting identify and
set timetables for concrete steps
to strengthen linkages such as in
the areas of transportation and
communication.

“We should recognize the con-
cern of those who have experi-

Continued on page 26

court.

The Delaware-based Debis Fi-
nancial Services, Inc. sued the
Tinian Shipping and Hong Kong
Entertainment for alleged non-
payment of $7.6 million loan.

The federal court issued an or-
der last August authorizing the
seizure of the M/V Tinian Ex-
press and M/V Saipan Express.

The defendants proposed that
the Tinian Dynasty Hotel and
Casino be mortgaged just to ob-
tain the release of the ferries.

Munson said the court acknowl-
edgedreceiptby the Clerk of Court
from defendants of $800,000 in
cash and a check made payable to
the Clerk for the U.S. District
Court in the amount of
$53,270.52.

Munson asked the Clerk of
Court to deposit such money into
the Registry of the Court

Alex R. Munson

Thereafter, the judge said, the
Clerk of Courtis directed to cause
a cashier’s check in the amount of
$753,270.52 to be issued to
Carlsmith law firm’s trust ac-
count.

The cashier’s check shall be
made available for Debis’ coun-

CuT—

sel of record, David Ledger, in
exchange for a receipt, Munson
said.

‘Munson said the $753,270.52
paymentis for the benefit of Debis
and shall be applied to reduce any
loan obligations of defendants to
plaintiff as may exist.

The judge explained that such
payment is without prejudice to
defendants’ rights in the lawsuit
and the court acknowledges that
defendants contend that the pay-
ment represents the semi-annual
payment due on Oct. 8 and that
Debis reserves its rights to con-
tend otherwise.

Munson said $100,000 of the
collective sum deposited is to be
held in the Court’s Registry to
pay the custodial fees as may be
found and approved by the court.

Munson directed the Marshal

Continued on page 26

Students from Oleai School flash the “V” sign after a fire drill on campus yesterda y. The simulated exercise
was conducted by the DPS Fire Division.

Human smugghng, drugs
are problems facing Pacific

By Haldee V. Eugenlo .
Varigty News Staff
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Teno not
keen on
‘piecemeal
budget

Pedro P. Tenorio

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
GOVERNOR PedroP. Tenorio
is not keen on passing a piece-
meal budget.

In an-interview with report-
ers yesterday, the governor in-
sisted the Legislature will “se-
riously,” ““see toit thatabudget
is passed” by the end of this
year or early next year.

Asked whether he would pre-
fer passing a piece-meal bud-
get in light of persistent re-
quests from various depart-
ments for a bigger share of the
money pie, the governor said
government has tobe sure there
are enough funds for every-
body.

“You have to take into con-
sideration that scholarship is
important, public safety is im-
portant, everything is impor-
tant. We have to make sure that
when you increase department
money, you will have to find
where toreduce,” said Tenorio.

He implied that passing a
budget for a specific agency
like the Public School System,
is not exactly what’s on his
mind.

Continued on page 26

By Eric F. Say

Variety News Staff
HAGATNA -Philippine actress
Anjanette P.
Abayari re-
mained behind
bars yesterday af-
ter the court de-
clined to accept
the American Ex-
press card that
was supposed to
pay for the
$10,000 bail a
third-party custo-
dian has agreed to post on her
behalf.

RP actress remains in jail

Abayari, 29, spent another
nightatthe Women'’s Detention
Facility of the Department of
Corrections and
is scheduled to
again appear be-
fore the court to-
day.

Still, the court
yesterday agreed
to bring down her
$50,000 bail to

$10,000.
Michael
Phillips,

Abayari’s defense counsel, said
Continued on page 26
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US tests missile
defense system

VANDENBERG AIR FORCE
BASE, Calif. (AP) — U.S. mili-
tary officials lauded a prototype
national missile defense system
after it intercepted and destroyed
anunarmed missile Saturdayona
16,000-mph collision course over
the Pacific.

It was the first test of the *kill
vehicle” missile’s ability to de-
stroy a target by smashing into it.
The system “did everything it was
supposed to do, and it did it per-
fectly,” said Sheryl Irwin, a
spokeswoman for the Department
of Defense.

In Manila, U.S. Defense Secre-
tary William Cohen said the test
was “certainly a positive devel-
opment forus” and demonstrated

“the kind of technology we are
capable of developing.”

An unarmed Minuteman mis-
sile carrying a dummy warhead
and a decoy balloon was
launched just after 7 p.m. from
this coastal base on a flight over
the Pacific.

About 20 minutes later, the
kill vehicle missile was launched
from the Marshall Islands. The
twomissiles hurtled toward each
other at a combined speed of
about 16,000 mph.

Tenminutes later, 3,000 miles
from California and about 140
miles above the ocean, they met.

“It looks like a great, big old
bright flash,” said Irwin, who
watched from a Pentagon room

crowded with anxious military
observers.

“You saw it explode, and there
was aloud roar - a very happy one
that went up from the room. It
proves that this technology is
working and we can move for-
ward with the program,” she said.

The Minuteman’s vapor cloud, lit
in rainbow colors by the setting sun,
could be seen for hundreds of miles.

The defender was the Raytheon-
built Exoatmospheric Kill Vehicle, a
55-inch-long, 120-pound device car-
ried aloft on a booster rocket.

The system is designed to de-
stroy missiles launched by rogue
states or terrorists, not a
multimissile barrage from a ma-
jor nuclear power.

i ) . ;
They love their jobs. About 10,000 employees of the Korea Electric
Power Corp. lay down in Seoul Railroad Station Square during an
anti-government rally demanding job security. They opposed a
possible selloff of the nation’s monopoly electricity to foreign inves-
tors. AP

Court to look
at finance
campaign

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP)
— Zev David Fredman needed
money to campaign for state au-
ditor last summer - and fast.

A politicalnewcomer withonly
$200inhis treasury and just weeks
before the Republican primary,
Fredman went to court to chal-
lenge Missouri’s campaign con-
tribution limit of $1,075 per do-
nor.

He won a temporary injunction
and quicklyraised $5,000, includ-
ing one donation for $2,325.
Fredman still lost to a better-fi-
nanced candidate.

His legal challenge, however,
could affect one of the most-de-
bated political issues of the de-
cade: campaign finance. His case
goes before the-U.S Supreme
Court on Tuesday, and a decision
could alter,contribution limits in
Missouri, 35 other states and in
federal races.

Fredman, the chief executive
of his family’s St. Louis furniture
company, said limits hurt small
candidates.

Jesse telis Arnold:

ST.PAUL,Minn. (AP)—Gov.
Jesse Ventura has urged his
friend, actor Arnold
Schwarzenegger, not to run for
governor of California.

“My advice to Arnold, as a
friend, is ‘Continue with your
movie career, Arnold, don’t get
involved in it. It won’t be worth
itto you,’” Venturasaid Sunday
on “Meet the Press.”

Ventura added that
Schwarzenegger is a brilliant
and self-made man “who could
be good at anything he desires
to do.”

“But again, my personal ad-
vice to him as his friend, I would
tell him not to do it,” Ventura
said.

Schwarzenegger said during

Gov. Jesse Ventura

an interview in the November
issue of Talk magazine that he
had thought “many times” about
running for office.

He said the California gover-
norship, which is up for grabs in

Arnold Schwarzenegger

three years, would be “the best
thing because you can manage
your state.” Schwarzenegger’s
spokeswoman said last week
that he wasn’t thinking of run-
ning for office.

News Briefs

Clinton: Resist GOP
‘siren songs’

LOS ANGELES (AP) —President Clinton closed out a West Coast
fund-raising trip with an appeal to Americans to resist “the siren
songs that the Republicans put out” and support Democratic candi-
dates - including his wife.

After addressing a dinner late Sunday night that raised $250,000
for the Democratic National Committee, Clinton excused himself,
saying he was rushing back to Washington to see first lady Hillary
Rodham Clinton before she left on a weeklong overseas trip.

He thanked the crowd for their support, and urged them to stick
with the Democratic Party through next year’s elections. “My wife
may be part of those election activities,” he said, referring to Mrs.
Clinton’s likely bid for a Senate seat from New York.

Plane hit by lightning

GAINESVILLE, Fla. (AP) — A US Airways Express plane
carrying 25 people was struck by lightning and forced to make an
emergency landing Sunday night.

The twin-turboprop plane, en route from Tampa to Pensacola, was
hit by lightning shortly after takeoff.

Two generators were knocked out, forcing the plane to continue on
battery power, said Gainesville Fire Rescue spokesman Stuart
Schwartz.

“The plane didn’t dive or anything, but it kind of seemed like
anything could happen,” said passenger Barbara Cox. “They just
started telling us what we would have to do and to prepare for the
worst.”

Timor peacekeepers

want disarmament

DILJ, East Timor (AP) — Stung by criticism of alleged bias, the
commander of the international peacekeeping force in East Timor
demanded today that pro-independence rebels hand in their weap-
ons.

“The policy is that we disarm any East Timorese who are not in
TNI ... we disarm them all,” Maj. Gen. Peter Cosgrove said. TNI is
the acronym for the Indonesian army, which has retained two
infantry battalions in East Timor after evacuating most of its forces
from the territory.

Pro-Jakarta militias, along with Indonesian media and officials,
have accused the peacekeepers of a bias toward independence
supporters, including the Falintil rebel group, which has battled
Indonesian rule since 1975.

The militias and their Indonesian army backers are widely blamed
for unleashing an orgy of violence after East Timorese overwhelm-
ingly endorsed independence inan Aug. 30 U.N.-sponsored referen-
dum. . -

Thailand mulls new restrictions
on anti-Myanmar dissidents

BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) — Thailand is considering new re-
strictions on anti-Myanmar dissidents living here after armed rebels
seized the Myanmar Embassy in Bangkok in a dramatic 26-hour
siege.

The embassy in the Thai capital was back open Monday under
heavy security less than two days after the standoff ended.

Five ex-student rebels armed with AK-47s and grenades took over
the embassy Friday before releasing all 38 hostages Saturday in
return for safe passage by helicopter to the Thai-Myanmar border.

Thai Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai called a meeting of an anti-
terrorism committee for Wednesday to assess security and to exam-
ine what should be done with 3,000 Myanmar student exiles living
in Thailand, the Bangkok Post said.

70 injured in clashes
in Bangiadesh

DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) — An anti-government strike in
Bangladesh turned violent Sunday, with clashes between rival
political groups leaving one person dead and at least 200 people
injured, police said.

The strike halted traffic and closed businesses and schools in cities
across the country.

It was the second such opposition protest called this month as part
of a campaign to force Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s three-year-
old government to resign and call early elections. The next balloting
is due in 2001.

In Bangladesh, ageneral strike is the traditional opposition weapon
to weaken a government. But the government says it will not
relinquish power. :

The four-party opposition alliance led by Khaleda Zia, Hasina’s
predecessor, accuses the government of corruption, incompetence
and harassment of political opponents. The government denies the
allegations.
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By Haidee V. Eugenio

Variety News Staff
TEN MORE charter flights from
twomajor cities inJapan are sched-
uled to fly to Saipan before the end
of the year, following Japan Air-
lines’ announcement yesterday of
greater promotion of the CNMI in
order to entice more tourists.

Thismeans JAL will make avail-
able some 1,562 additional seats
for CNMI-bound Japanese tour-
ists, on top of the regular direct
flights.

From January to September,
JAL’s monthly arrival record
ranged from 16,072t0 19,671, and
has continued to get the lion share
of the total monthly Japanese arriv-
als into the CNMI.

Kaishun Nishigaya,JAL-Saipan
district sales manager, yesterday
disclosed a total of 18,335 passen-
gers brought in by JAL in Septem-
ber, a 15 percent increase versus
the same month of last year.

“We will bring in more visitors
here before 1999 ends . . . Our

share has been over 50 percent of
total tourists from Japan since Janu-
ary 1999,” Nishigaya said.

In April and May, JAL com-
manded over 59 percent of the
market,and over 58 percent in July
and August. Previous months’
records show more than 51 percent
market share.

Arrivals from Tokyo went up by
sevenpercentto 12,071 lastmonth,
while arrivals from Osaka climbed
up by 29 percent to 5,891 com-
pared to the same periods last year.

There were also 373 additional
passengers brought by charter
flights last month.

Nishigaya said three Nagoya-
Saipan flights are scheduled this
month; one Osaka-Saipan and
three Nagoya-Saipan flights in
November; and three Nagoya-
Saipan flights in December.

JAL has set a total of 25 char-
tered flights from Octobertoend-
March 2000.

Stronger promotional efforts of
the CNMI in Japan, additional

eyes more arrivals

charter flights and usage of bigger
aircraft for its daily flights have
been the main reasons behind the
steady increase in JAL’s monthly
passenger arrivals, added
Nishigaya.

The airline has upgradedits 216-
seater Boeing 767 planes to DC-10
which hasa seating capacity of 260
passengers.

JAL also disclosed its highest
CNMI arrival rate in 22 years reg-
istered in August 1999 with 19,671
passengers.

Reyes: Some
legislators
not keen on
funding
education

Karl T. Reyes

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
SOME members of the Legislature
“are not keen on funding” the
government’sscholarshipprogram,
said the chair of the House Ways
and Means Committee.

In an interview yesterday, Rep.
Karl T. Reyes (R-Saipan) said that
as aresult, efforts are underway to
instead “‘encourage” recipients of
the program to return home upon
graduation by cutting at least 20-
percent of their loan schedule for
every year’s employment in the
commonwealth.

This, to appease lawmakers op-
posed to giving better funding for
the program. Money will have to
borrowedelsewhere toenable gov-
ernment to shoulder the 20-percent
deductions.

“Unfortunately, ** said Reyes,
“there are members of the Legisla-
ture who are not keen on funding
education.”

Reyes said money for the schol-
arship program under the proposed
fiscal year 2000 budget will be at
an “‘amount not noticeably far be-
low existing levels.”

Looking grim, Reyes lamented
that due to inappropriate funding,
CNMI students have become more
attracted to joining the U.S. Army
upon finishing high school than
pursue higher education abroad,
thus creating a situation where the
commonwealth government“‘com-
petes with Uncle Sam who takes
them in as soldiers, then feed and
clothe them.”

“We have to bring them in,” he
said, explaining that the 20-percent
yearly cut could do the job.

“That will make it more attrac-
tive to students.”

.

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
A VISIBLY irked House
Speaker Diego T. Benavente (R-
Saipan) yesterday chided Insu-
lar Affairs Director Ferdinand
Aranza for allowing a proposed
reimbursement agreement that
tells the local government how
to spend the money to be re-
leased for accommodating the
illegal Chinese migrants on
Tinian.

In an interview, Benavente
said “our so-called friend,”
Aranza should not have agreed
toissue the $750,000 reimburse-
ment money as a form of federal
grant, whichimposes the restric-
tions.

“It should not have been the
case. We are talking about our
locally-generated money that we
spent. We were promised we
would be reimbursed.

“We want to be able to use the

Diego T. Benavente

reimbursement money the way
we want it,” said Benavente.
The Speaker explained that the
local government had to juggle
funds, pulling money from desig-
nated use, with the understanding
that it will be returned once the
$750,000 has been released.
“The reimbursement will bring
back the money from where it
was taken,” said Benavente.
Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio has said

Speaker raps Aranza over reimburs

[

Ferdinand Aranza

the Commonwealth government
will submit concerns it has on
the proposed agreement which
has already been signed by the
Office of Insular Affairs and
the U.S. Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service (INS).

The governor will still have
to sign the agreement before
money can actually be released.

Tenorio, in an interview with
reporters last week, said the

ement deal

CNMI government is “a little
concerned about the wording
of the memorandum of agree-
ment.”

He said the CNMI wasready
to submit proposed changes
to the agreement.

Labor and Immigration Sec-
retary Mark Zachares, in a
written testimony sent to Sen.
Frank H. Murkowski, said the
Northern Marianas govern-
ment “find it unacceptable”
for the U.S. to imposed re-
strictions on the reimburse-
ment money.

“We find it unacceptable,”
said Zachares, “‘that the fed-
eral government is not acting in
good faith on its prior commit-
ment for 100-percent reimburse-
ment by placing terms and con-
ditions on how the CNMI can
utilize the repayment of the
funds it expended on the Tinian
diversion operation.”

Ex-staffer pleads guilty in Labor permit falsification

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
A FORMER Immigration staff
has entered a guilty plea to an
information filed in federal court
charging her with production of
false Department of Labor and
Immigration entry permit.

Court records showed that Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
agentsarrested Gloria Villagomez
Castro last Sept. 16 at her resi-
dence in Garapan.

Castro was charged in a sealed
information with production of
false identification document

without lawful authority. The
charge carry a maximum penalty
of 15 years’ imprisonment and a
fine not to exceed $250,000.
The defendant and her counsel
entered aplea agreement with the
U.S. Attorney’s Office on Thurs-
day. She agreed to cooperate fully

with the FBI and the U.S.
Attorney’s Office in the probe.
The court then unsealed the case.

U.S. District Court for the NMI
Judge Alex R. Munson agreed to
release the defendant on $25,000
unsecured bond and set the sen-

Continued on page 26

DPS officers undergo the first-ever life saving skills training over the weekend at Kilili Beach.

Photo by Marian A. Maraya
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DPH eyes US funds for clinics

By Haidee V. Eugenio

Variety News Staff
PUTTING up satellite clinics
around the CNMI has been made
easier for the government with
the current assurances from the
federal government of available
funding of some $300,000 foreach
new clinic to be built and ex-
panded, it was learned.

As the Department of Public
Health (DPH) eyes building two
more health centers in the imme-
diate future in the north and cen-
tral parts of Saipan, there will be
some $600,000 federal funding
that is expected to be tapped.

The San Antonio clinic, which

is currently undergoing expan-
sion, is set to be completed by
December this year.

Health Secretary Joseph Kevin
Villagomez yesterday disclosed
it has become the current trend in
the U.S. mainland to put up com-
munity health centers in order to
complement the services given
by the main hospitals or big clin-
ics usually situated in the cities.

“Community health centers are
now very popular in the West. ..
because they are more into pre-
ventive care inhealth centers. We
are going after those to expand
our community health center pro-
grams,” said Villagomez.

Citing the need for more acces-
sible health care needs,
Villagomez said DPH is working
on putting up at least two more
satellite clinics, probably in the
San Roque area, and eitherin San
Jose or Susupe for the central area
of Saipan. He added the existing
clinic in San Roque needs to be
expanded.

He said this will helpdecongest
the Commonwealth Health Cen-
ter (CHC) in Garapan which was
built for a 300,000-population
base. Now thatthe CNMI's popu-
lationis already over 66,000, DPH
said putting up various satellite
clinics will help cope with the

Joseph Kevin Villagomez

growing number of patients, and
to make health services more ac-
cessible to everybody.

“They (federal government) are

By Eric F. Say

Variety News Staff
HAGATNA — On the same
day that Domestic Family Vio-
lence Awareness month began,
police entered a Santa Rita fam-
ily home to find a woman dead
from knife wounds.

Mamerto Gutierrez Mallo, the
husband of the murdered vic-
tim, has been arrested and placed
on $1 million cash bail by Supe-
rior Court Presiding Judge
Alberto Lamorena 1.

According to court docu-
ments, it was mid-morning last
Friday when the accused called
his wife’s business partner
Rowena Conde and told her to

call911 and send anambulance to
their home.

When police officers entered
the home in Santa Rita they first
found Mallo’s son Joseph sleep-
ing soundly in his room.

The documents state thathe had
slept through the night and didnot
hear anything unusual.

It was when they entered the
master bedroom that they founda
horrific scene. The bed and floor
were covered in blood and two
bodies lay next to one another.

Medics said the man, Mamerto
Mallo, who was on the left side of
the bed appeared to be breathing
and had small cuts to his wrist.

His wife Lourdes C. Mallohow-

Guam man charged in wife’s murder

ever wasnot as fortunate. Medics
said she was lifeless and had
suffered two deep, long stab
wounds to her face’and neck from
an eight-inch knife, which was
found under her husband’s leg.

It was then that police found a
letter, which they said, was writ-
ten by the husband on the dresser
next to the bed.

The letter wasttitled, “Farewell”
and was dated Oct. 1, 6:23 a.m.
According to a declaration filed
by Assistant Attorney General
Lisa DiMaria, the letter addressed
several people.

Parts of the “Farewell Letter”
said, “Our chapter of our lives
ends here.

Please remember us in your
prayers, and Father oh so Merci-
ful, it is time for us to go. Give
us your kind blessings, Fare-
well.”

Theletter was 31gned by “Mert
and Lou” and appeared to be
written in the handwriting of the
husband.

According toDiMaria, further
investigation revealed the mar-
riage was in trouble and that
Lourdes was seeking a divorce.

The night before Lourdes’
deathshe had gonetoarelative’s
home. But her husband con-
fronted her at the relative’shome
and persuaded her to go back to
their Santa Rita residence.
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Gov’t mulls emergency Y2K actions

By Haidee V. Eugenio

Variety News Staff
THE ADMINISTRATION yes-
terday disclosed several “emer-
gency responses” once the Year
2000 strikes, which includes re-
quiring certain government offi-
cials to report to the Emergency
Management Office (EMO) on
10 pm of Dec. 31, 1999 to assist
on any Y2K problems or failures.

Bob Webb, the governor’s spe-
cial assistant for telecommunica-
tions and chairman of the CNMI
Y2K Task Force, said there re-
mains no guarantee that all gov-
ernment and private sector sys-
tems and operations will be im-
mune from Y2K problems either
caused by internal or external in-
fluences.

The government,however, gen-
erally maintains Y2K prepared-
ness.

Webb said the Emergency Op-
erations Center (EOC) at EMO

will be activated whenever it is
needed tomanage Y2K emergen-
cies.

Representatives from every
government department and
agency identified as mission-criti-
cal are required to report to the
EOC as emergency arises.

At the EOC, the Incident Com-
mand System (ICS) response
structure will be utilized. The
ICS is consists of the Y2K Task
Force chairman, the governor’s
public information officer and the
EMO chief, among others.

These government officials are
required to report to the EOC at
10 pm on Dec. 31, 1999 and be
prepared to assist on any Y2K
problems or failures.

Under the government’s “Y2K
Emergency Response Plan” pre-
pared by the task force, there are
five assumptions in dealing with
the Y2K planning.

Among other assumptions, the

plan said major public services
including electric power, gas,
water, sewage and telecommuni-
cations may be disrupted for three
to four days during January 200.

“As with any potential emer-
gency, the public should be en-
couraged to take reasonable steps
to prepare for possible Y2K prob-
lems.

“Individuals and families in the
CNMI could prepare by ensuring
they have at least three to four
days’ supply of food, drinking
water, potable water, medication
and other family necessities,” said
the plan.

The plan also said it is good to
assume that throughout the im-
pact period, adverse weather con-
ditions including typhoons or
earthquakes may be present.

It also said that assistance from
other countries like Japan, Philip-
pines, Guam and U.S. may be

Continued on page 26

aware of our desire to move these
centers out of the CHC and to the
community. One, because of the
clout. But more importantly, for
accessibility,” said Villagomez.

For the beginning of fiscal
year 2000, DPH will operate
under continuing resolution.

Villagomez said while the ex-
pansion of the San Antonio
Clinic is funded by federal
money, staffing needs will have
to be addressed by local appro-
priations. Once completed, the
San Antonio clinic is expected
to have an in-house obstetri-
cian/gynecologist, pediatrician
and nurse practitioners.

New law to
require
sexual
offenders
to register

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
GOVERNOR Pedro P. Tenorio
has enacted a law on mandatory
registration of convicted sexual
offenders which in turn would be
used for “community notification
flyers.”

Public Law 11-104 requires a
convicted sexual offender to reg-
ister a current address for a. 10-
year minimum period measured
from the date the person was re-
leased from prison or released on
parole.

Initial registration would be 30
days before the time of release or
placement and may be required as
a condition for parole.

Information about the convicted
sexual offender, which will in turn
be released to the community, in-
clude name, actual living address,
sex, date of birth, complete physi-
cal description including distin-
guishing features such as scars,
birth marks, or any identifying
physical characteristics and a cur-
rent photograph.

The offender is also required to
register new address within two
days before moving in there.

The offender will likewise be
fined $1,000 or imprisoned by as
long as 60 days, even both, upon
failure to comply by the newlaw’s
requirements,

Introduced by Rep. Heinz S.
Hofschneider (R-Saipan), the new

Continued on page 26

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
A FEDERAL jury may reach a
verdict today in the ongoing
trial against six personscharged
in connection with the reported
smuggling of 51 Chinese to
Guam last May.

AssistantU.S. Attorney Greg
Baka and six defense lawyers

started their closing arguments
Friday and resumed yesterday
morning.

The jurors then started delib-
erating the case until they
stopped with nodecision at 4:40
p.m. yesterday.

The jurors, who have been
sitting in the case for more than
three weeks already, will con-

Jury verdict on alien smuggling up today

tinue deliberating the matter
today.

All six defendants were
charged with conspiracy to com-
mitanoffense againstthe U.S.—
alien smuggling for financial
gain, attempted alien smuggling
for financial gain, and attempted
alien smuggling to a place other
than at a designated port.

- evidence showed that the de-

The defense lawyers led by
Eric Smithargued that the U.S.
government had presented no
direct evidence whatsoever
against their clients.

The lawyers said in fact the

fendants were also victims of
the Snakehead Gang's smug-
gling activities back in China.
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Distressed boat prompts
DPS sea safety reminder

By Marian A. Maraya

Variety News Staff
A REPORTED case of a dis-
tressed sea vessel early Saturday
morning has raised serious con-
cerns, prompting the Department
of Public Safety (DPS) to empha-
size extreme cautions to the pub-
lic on the dangers of going out to
sea unequipped.

DPS spokesperson, Rose Ada
yesterday said that, not as much
as any law dictates it but as com-
mon courtesy, individuals going
on a sea expedition, may it be
fishing or scuba diving, need to
inform the Emergency Manage-
ment Office (EMO), DPS, and
their respective families of their
plans to ensure their safety.

Last October 2nd, around 8:37
a.m., a pair of fishing mates re-
portedly experienced engine
trouble about a half mile north

west of the Managaha Island.

With a radio in handy, Ignacio
De Leon Guerrero, the owner of
the boat, sought help from EMO
where EMO contacted the DPS to
respond to the emergency.

“We sent out our Zodiac to as-
sist. Fortunately, the occupants
were in good condition and the
vessel was brought over to the
Sugar Dockin Susupe,” said Ada.

DPS conducted an inspection
of the boat and later found out that
the 16-footer vessel was well-
equipped with safety devices.

DPS noted though that the
boat’s registration had already
expired.

“We gave the owner of the boat
a citation, giving them several
days to come and update the reg-
istration,” Ada said.

Meanwhile, the incident was
anotherdistress call tolearnfrom,

according to Ada.

“People tend to go fishing, and
in the middle of the ocean, and
then suddenly, they get stuck be-
cause they have engine
problems.We like to emphasize
that they should make sure that
theyive got all the safety equip-
ment on board like radios, and
other devices, in case something
like this ever happens.

“If they have this on board, its
going make them easier for them

to contact us, so we can find them -

and bring them home and their
families would stop worrying,”
Ada said.

Ada also wamed that people
with lapsed registrations should
update their documents.

“The cost for the registration is
not as much as what it would cost
them if we were to give them a
citation. And the only thing they
need to bring are forms of identi-
fication like passport and their
birth certificate. Those are the kind
of documents we’re going toneed
to see, especially as we’re updat-
ing our records right now,” she
said.

Firefighters from DPS Fire Division meet to discuss procedures after
holding a simulated fire drill at Calvary Christian Academy Friday
Photo by Louie C. Alonso

afternoon.

election District I.

public service.

and foremost.

lature.

Si Yu’us Ma’ase
Olomwaay

Maraming Salamat Po’
Thank you

Hafa Adai Fellow Voter,

" As you know, I am running as a candidate
for the House of Representatives in

For the past 28 years, ] have devoted
myself to learning about government and

As a retired school administrator, I am
committed to actively propose and ad-
vance ideas so that the business of serving
our island and its residents remains first

I am asking for your vote of confidence
this November general election to allow
me to represent you in the Twelfth Legis-

I humbly ask for your support.

BIO-DATA

Francisco (Frank) dig. Demapan (Mr. D)
FAMILY & PERSONAL BACKGROUND

* Wife - Manuela Aldan Demapan

« Children - Ana Elaine, Michelle, Frank, Jr.,

Joseph Frank, and John Paul

» Father - Francisco Borja Demapan (deceased)

« Mother - Ana Salas deleon Guerrero (deceased)

« Father-in-law - Jose Blas Magofna

« Mother-in-law - Elena Aldan Diaz

EDUCATION

« Bachelors, Elementary Education, UOG

= Associate of Science, Elementary Education,

CCM
« Mount Carmel High School
GOVERNRMENT SERVIGES

e Vice Principal, San Antonio Elementary

» Classroom Teacher - WSR, GES, SV, & MHS

« Assistant Executive Director - Senate,

4th Legislature

« Assistant Political Affairs Officer - Office of the

Governor

« Assistant Teacher Training Coordinator - NMC

» Assistant Trainee and Employee Development
Officer - Personnel Management Office

» Acting Principal & Vice Principal - Garapan

Elementary

» District Commissioner - Susupe Village

\\ Y
Please remember me on November Gth a1

| am No. 6 on the ballot
VOTE DEMOCRAT.

Paid for by the Committee to elect Frank dig. Demapan - M. Demapan, Treasurer




Sick

DISCONTENTED
“TAXPAYERS

By Robert Kuttner
THIS PAST week, Congress moved closer to allowing patients
to sue HMOs and the Supreme Court agreed to decide whether
such lawsuits are possible under existing law. A California
appeals court made it easier for shooting victims to sue gun
makers. General Motors settled out of court, reportedly for $50
million, in a case where a defective gas tank killed a motorist.

By Richard Waddington
LISBON (Reuters) — If Portu-
guese Prime Minister Antonio
Guterres betters his performance
of four years ago, and wins an
outright parliamentary majority in
Sunday’selection, he may have the

Timorese. Although Australian-led ~ opposition parties poised to take
troops are slowly restoringorderto the first opportunity to bring him
the Pacific territory, the events in ~ down.

East Timor continue to dominate The Social Democrats abstained
national attention, eclipsing the  on the last three budgets presented
election campaign. by the government because the

For two days late last week, the  country was seeking to make the

. < long-sufferingpeopleof East Timor  official hustings were effectively ~ grade for the European single cur-
g)nncipta};eielsjfo lzsl[]):trtment of Justice finally took the tobacco to thank. suspendedas Portugalgaveahero’s  rency, a goal shared by the conser-

Devendi h' it th ither the 1 . Even amongst his political op-  welcome to Xanana Gusmao, the  vative opposition. But with Portu-
. pending on where you sit, these are eitaer the latest noises ponents, there are few who doubt ~ former anti-Indonesia guerrilla  gal safely inside monetary union
in a litigation explosion stimulated by zealous lawy ers or the  y» the wily, fast-talking prime  fighterwhoheadstheindependence  from the beginning of 1999, this
entirely proper use of th? courts to Femed){ power imbalances minister’s Socialist Party will be  movement in East Timor. restraintno longerexisted, Guterres
between arrogant 1_ndustr1es'and ordinary citizens. . returned to power as the largest “Timor ending up being a tre-  has warned.

The political right has invested h“’?d‘eﬁ‘,s of mlllllox’l,s of party in the October 10 ballot. But ~ mendously unifying force,” said “Tt would be different this time,”
doll{lrs and c!ecad.es' of law-and-ecqnp mics sch.olarshxp 3l there have been doubts about political analyst Vicente Jorge  hetold Reuterstelevisionrecently.
tacking the .mefflc1ency of such lmg.atlon, Wh.wh‘ Jcosts big  whether - despite a booming  Silva, former editor of the Lisbon ~ But analysts dismiss the political
bUS,l{leSS billions. In Republican campalign rhetoric, ”trlal law- economy - voters were ready to  daily OPublico. “Anditisobvious  instability argument as election-
yer’ has become a term o.f scorn and *tort reform™ a sacre_d give Guterres full controlof parlia-  that it is the government that ben-  eering, arguing that there is very
crusade. By tort reform, the rlght.means.measures that make it ment, where he is currently four  efits most, politically,” he added.  little ideologically to separate the
harder for the 1 ittle guy to have his day in court. . . seats short of an absolute majority =~ Oppositioncampaignleaderscom-  Socialists from the Social Demo-

But all of this hz}s.backflr e.d' The courts are not takm{é kindly ;. the 230-seat chamber. plain that voters are now in little  crats. “You need a microscope to
to effqrts to deny citizens their right to legal redrgss. Juries keep For months, opinion polls have ~ moodtohearcriticismoftheruling  find any differences,” said Jorge
awarding large sums to consumers killed or maimed by corpo- o\ the socialists well ahead of the  party. Political jibes against  Silva.
rate wrongs. And w?nle lawyers often live up to the stereotype, . oqervative Social Democratic  Guterres and his government, part The Socialists have privatized
corIp orﬁtlons do so in spade§. S e .. . s Party (PSD), their mainrivals. But ~ oftheusual give-and-take of politi- ~ more state sector companies than
‘ 1 n the pc;lpullar cultfu}:e, fllnl’;i llk.e A Civil Actllon. 1 ghov&; they offered no guarantee that  cal campaigning, risk sounding  the Social Democrat government
' awyers with plenty of human blemishes, but the real villain o Guterres’ much-desired absolute  anti-patriotic, such is the strength  they replaced and have done little
! the piece is not the flawed lawyer but the evil corporation, . ey willbeattained, oncevotes  of feeling generated by the Timor  to upset the business community
which in this case knowingly dumped poisons into th‘? local * f0'the Communists and the small, issue, they say. during their four years in power.
‘ water supply, causing kids to co ntractileuke.mla. Faced with Phat right-wing Popular Party were in- “The people are united behinda ~ Evenwithout East Timor, thisisan

‘ Fealxty, even.the Sh.c k‘?’St 1’)ub.11c relations firm cannot convinc- 1 4eq. national cause and that is clearly  electionthatthe Socialistshadlong
ingly demonize plaintiffs’ trial lawyers. The cautious Portuguese had  benefiting the Socialists,” one se-  looked certain to win, analysts say.

Despite the right-wing propaganda, the litigation explosion i tolik tem of ior PSD : ial tol Th : ine at
does not result from ambulance-chasing lawyers but from cor- apparently cometolikea sysiom o ot campaign official told € cconomy 15 Browing & one

of AMERICA

A NEW law enacted by Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio will forever seal the life
of a convicted sexual offender, like the last nail on the person’s coffin.
Public Law 11-104 requires the offender to release vital information
— sex, date of birth, residence and distinguishing marks among others
— to authorities at least 30 days prior to his release or parole. These
will in turn be placed on “community notification flyers” for all to
know.

The coin has two sides.

Requiring the offender to do this may ensure that the person does not
repeat past mistakes. This, in turn, may likewise ensure that the
community and the kids are safe from “sexually-violent predators.”
Like a mom telling her kid to stay away from that fellow nor his place
because he is baaaad. Which is good.

On the other hand, such attracts repeat-violators and actually de-
prives convicted sexual offenders a chance to turn in anew leaf on their
life. Facing an ostracized — cursed ? — life, the offender is reduced
to a maniacal pervert that should not belong to the community; not be
trusted for gainful employment; not be allowed to even attempt to get
ahaircut and get areal job, as they say; and not be allowed to go straight
ever again.

Everything has a price tag on it. The consequences of our mistakes.
But some people actually think this one is a bit too high, especially
considering that it was passed so that we can avail ourselves of federal
financial incentives for doing so.

Why not just throw the offender to the hangman, or, better yet, down
the snake pit ?

JACK ANDERSON and JAN MOLLER

WASHINGTON MERRY-GO-ROUND

We are sick.

® K k %
The governor may be doing a very tough act.
Unless he has mastered the art of walking on a tightrope with fire
sticks on both hands high up in the air, he could be in for a squeeze: the
budget.
Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio yesterday implied he may reject moves to
have a piece-meal budget passed amid insistence from critical agen-
cies to have a bigger share and have them freed from being locked-in
under a debate about which department should get how much and from
where would the money be cut.
Allowing a piece-meal budget could be unwise as it may pave the
way for free-spending on the part of other departments, which have yet
to be given FY 2000 budget, under a continuing resolution program.
This, in turn could swell the deficit as they will be spending under a
bigger FY 1999 appropriation.
Not allowing a piece-meal budget, on the other hand, could derail
vital projects and programs of the critical departments.
Mauleg ha , governor ?

k% ok %
Funny thing happened during Sen. Juan P. Tenorio’s fund-raiser, Thurs-
day night.
A man, about seven-feet tall, went to the governor's picnic table to
request a favor. :
He asked if it was alright for the governor to tell some of the people,
through the public address system, to respect other’s parking right-of-way.
Apparently, his car was stuck and, he said, his wife wants him home
immediately.
The governor, perhaps, did not want to create a commotion. He instead
asked fora cellphone, got the man’s resident phone number and tried to call
the wife to tell her his husband is stuck at the parking lot !
While doing so, the man grinned at me, said, “The governor is calling my
wife,” and gave me a high-five.
His face dropped though when the governor said the number was busy.
I did my part, the governor must have told himself.
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The DEA’s assault on birdseed

WASHINGTON — Zealotry is not an at-
tribute Americans value in their government,
whether it comes in the form of an overbear-
ing policeman, an all-too-happy tax collector
or an arbitrary drug enforcement agent. Zeal-
otry is worse, still, when it infects not just the
agent, but the agency — in this case, the Drug
Enforcement Agency (DEA) — as occurred
on August 9:

A tractor-trailer full of seed destined for a
birdseed factory was stopped and seized in
Detroit by U.S. Customs Service officials on
orders from the DEA. The cargo was listed as
sterilized hemp seed from Kenex, a farming
company based in Ontario, Canada, where it
is licensed to breed, grow, process and manu-
facture hemp and hemp products.

You may wonder if this “dangerous” bird-
seed was laced with acid or camouflaging
heroin. It was not.

The problem arose when the DEA literally
chose to take the law into its own hands, by
redefining the law as it relates to marijuana
— despite the fact that Congress, when draft-
ing the Controlled Substance Act of 1937,
excluded from its definition of marijuana,
“the sterilized seed of such plant which is
incapable of germination.”

Such seeds, it was acknowledged, may —
like the oil and the nut — contain naturally
occurring traces of tetrahydrocannabinol
(THC), the active ingredient in marijuana. By
Kenex’s own paperwork, the hemp seed con-
tained.00148 percent THC — the equivalent,
according to Kenex President Jean Laprise,
of an olive pit in a railroad car.

By comparison, a marijuana leaf contains 5
to 30 percent THC. The DEA interpretation
of the law is that only completely sterilized
cannabis seeds, incapable of germination, are
exempted from the Controlled Substance Act.
The DEA states it has recently become aware
that some of these seeds are being imported
for human consumption, and if the seeds are
remotely contaminated by THC, it is illegal
to eat them under federal law — this, though

they acknowledge that no one could get high
off such trace amounts.

However, we have in our possession two
affidavits from DEA employees from a 1991
lawsuit against a hemp manufacturer, that
declare, “A 5 percent viability rate is consid-
ered necessary by the DEA to prove that the
sample of seeds is indeed viable. Viability is
the critical aspect of the analysis because the
law specifically states that sterilized seeds
incapable of germination are not included in
the term “marijuana’ and are therefore not
controlled.”

A customs official tells us the Kenex load
was registered as sterilized grain. The paper-
work with the truck indicated the cargo was
sterilized hemp seed. Even so, customs con-
tacted DEA, and DEA instructed customs to
seize the load. Customs complied, and 17
other hemp loads shipped from Kenex to the
United States were recalled. Kenex had to
contact all of the American companies that
had received hemp shipments and request they
track down the product and send it back to the
border in 30 days or face a fine. “The fines are
inevitable; the hemp we have shipped has
been processed and sold,” Laprise told us.

Unapologetically, Dean Boyd, spokesper-
son for customs told us, “The law is the law.
We don’t want to get in a political back and
forth on the merits of hemp seed. We have to
uphold the law.” But he was quoting the law
according to the DEA, not the act of Congress.

Kenex continues to insist that hemp is legal,
and they have been shipping it across the
border for over a year without incident. “Do
you think if they were trying to smuggle a
product, they would have admitted to having
drugs in the load?” asks John Roulac, a Cali-
fornia businessman who was to receive part of
the hemp seed shipment for chewy granola
bars that his company produces.

Interestingly, of the 32 countries that grow
and import hemp, none of them are mentioned
in the DEA’s congressional report on drug-
producing nations.

porate excess.

The citizen’s jury is perhaps our most powerful instrument of
direct democracy. In corporate boardrooms and Republican
fund-raising dinners, the plaintiff’s lawyer may seem like a
stock villain, but in countless courtroom dramas he is the
ordinary citizen’s hero.

After all, if HMOs were not putting doctors under financial
pressure to deny patients treatments, citizens would not be
collecting damages. If the tobacco companies had not spent
decades covering up scientific evidence that cigarettes caused
cancer, there would be no tobacco litigation.

If General Motors had not suppressed an engineer’s memo
warning that a cheap gas tank could explode in a collision (and
that a much safer one could be made for less than $3 per car),
there would be no costly settlements with the widows of vic-
tims. And if handgun makers did not produce cheap pistols
knowing full well their likely end use, they would not now be
legally vulnerable.

To say that this litigation is stimulated by lawyers insults the
intelligence. And to condemn it as ‘’economically inefficient,”’
as right-wing legal scholars try to do, is to put corporate profits
ahead of citizen rights and remedies. The backfiring of this
campaign is richly deserved.

One final twist: If there is one thing the corporate elite likes
less than plaintiffs’ lawyers, it is government regulation. But
often regulation is the best alternative to lawsuits.

Once HMOs are simply barred from denying treatments pre-
scribed by doctors, they will be immune from charges of medi-
cal malpractice.

With tough public education campaigns and full disclosure
measures intended to seriously discourage smoking, tobacco
companies could hawk their carcinogenic wares free from law-
suits. ,

With handgun licensing and registration laws, gun makers
could stop worrying about ambushes by litigators. And tough
auto safety regulation, now on the books thanks to Detroit’s
nemesis Ralph Nader, has not only saved many thousands of
lives but spared auto makers needless litigation. Detroit should
give Nader a medal.

Consumer regulation is the proverbial ounce of prevention.
When corporations put profits ahead of people, there are only
two possible ways citizens can defend themselves. Either they
can sue the corporation after the damage is done, or their elected
represeniatives can pass consumer-protection laws that make
the damage less likely.

The older doctrine of caveat emptor is no substitute. (How is
the ordinary citizen to know that a gas tank will explode or that
a health insurer maximizes profits by denying medical care?)

Of course, if the HMO, tobacco, auto, and gun industries
were less arrogant in the first place, none of this would be
necessary. Then again, as the proverb has it, if my grandmother
had wheels, she would be a bicycle. (Boston Globe)

minority government where the  Reuters. Guterres has been ham-  of the fastest rates in Europe, fuel-

party in power was forced to de-
bate and negotiate with the other
groups in parliament.

However, these political calcu-
lations were upset by the scenes
early in September of mayhem in
Portugal’s former colony of East
Timor, where the people had voted
for independence from Indonesia
after 23 years of often brutal rule.
The violence of the pro-Jakarta
militias, bent on reversing what
had been an overwhelming vote
for statehood, deeply shocked the
Portuguese.

It triggered demonstrations of a
size and emotional intensity not
seen since the turbulent days of
Portugal’s 1974 revolution. People
from all walks of life and political
allegiance took to the streets, united
in their support for the East

mering home his advantage, trying  ing the “feel-good™ factor of
to get out the extra votes toensure ~ Portugal’sburgeoning middle class.
he reaches the magic 116-seat fig-  Withentry into the European single
ure in parliament. But evensohe  currency, interest rates have
hashad totread carefully,avoiding  tumbled, helping to finance a con-
calling openly for an “absolute  sumerboom and triggering a surge
majority” because the phrase has  inthe housing market as mortgage
turned intosomething of apolitical  costs drop.
taboo, with echoes of As if that were not enough, the
authoritarianism and arrogance,  main opposition party is still in
analysts say. disarray after having been forced
The Socialist leader, the first of ~ tochangeitsleaderin Mayinarow
the new generation of center-left  over an alliance with the Popular
leaders in western Europe tocome ~ Party. Analysts say that new party
up for re-election, says he needs  leaderJose Manuel DuraoBarroso,
strong parliamentary backing to  a former foreign minister, has
push through needed, but contro-  provedno match sofarfor Guterres
versial reforms in areas such asthe  in political debate.
health and pension systems and tax “Basically, people look around
policy. He has warned that another  the political scene and see no rea-
minority government couldleadto  son to make any change. And they
aperiodof political instability, with ~ won’t,” Jorge Silva said.

By Richard Murphy
VIENNA (Reuters) — Austria
may face months of political un-
certainty after a cliffhanger elec-
tion that yielded strong gains for
the far right Freedom Party but left
the make-up of the next govern-
ment entirely open. Chancellor
Viktor Klima’s Social Democrats
suffered their worst result since
World War Two.

They remained the largest party
but looking unlikely to be able to
re-establish their 13-year-old coa-
lition with the conservative
People’s Party. The anti-foreigner
Freedom Party, whose populist
leader Joerg Haider had cam-
paigned on pledges to end immi-
gration and slash taxes and bureau-
cracy, was officially declared to
have come second on Sunday, nar-
rowly overtaking the conservatives.

But that could change when some  from 22 percent in 1995, while
200,000 votes cast by people vot-  the People’s Party was third with
ing outside their usual electoral  26.9 percent against 28 percent
districts are counted. The final re-  last time. The conservatives were
sult may not be known until Octo-  separated by a tantalizingly nar-

ber 11 or 12. row margin of just 14,101 votes
“I think there is a 50/50 chance ~ from the Freedom Party.
that there could be a change in Translated into seats in
second place,” Interior Minister Austria’s 183-seat parliament, the
Karl Schloegl declared, several results meant: Social Democrats
hours after announcing the provi- 65, Freedom Party 53, People’s
sional official result. The result  Party 52. The Greens boosted their
left open a wide range of options,  share of the vote to 7.1 percent
from a renewed Social Demo-  from 4.8 percent, giving them 13
crat-conservative grand coalition  seatsin parliament. People’sParty
to an alliance of conservatives  leader Wolfgang Schuessel, who
and the far right. Preliminary of-  is also foreign minister, stood by
ficial returns gave the Social his pre-election pledge to go into
Democrats 33.4 percent of the  opposition if beaten into third
vote, theirlowestsharesince 1945 place. But he refused to concede
anddownfrom 38 percentin 1995.  defeat and predicted that the con-
The Freedom Party surged into  servatives would yet nudge into
second place with 27.2 percent,  second.
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COMMUNITY

NMC Student Council resolute:

‘No new Youth Congress vote

By Marian A. Maraya
Variety News Staff

THE NORTHERN Marianas Col-
lege (NMC) Student Council has
disclosed plans to challenge the
Legislative Bureau’s request that
the College hold its Youth Con-
gress elections again following re-
ports that NMC did not perform
proper election procedures by sub-
mitting photocopied ballots.

The Student Council finds the
re-election “unnecessary” citing

thatthe student body has conducted
its elections in line with accepted

electoral laws and statutes.

NMC Student Council Presi-
dent Christi Omgengebar yester-
day said that the Council admin-
istered elections in accordance
with what is written in the Second
CNMI Youth Congress Election
Manual.

In the Council’s interpretation
of the law, NMC has the respon-
sibility to run its own elections.

“We were told that we can co-
ordinate our own elections,” said
Omgengebar.

The Bureau noted some dis-
crepancies in NMC'’s tallied re-
sults. It was learned that the Coun-
cil allowed some 75 upregistered
voters to vote knowing there were
only 32 legitimate ones.

But Omgengebar stated that the
32 registered voters for NMC is
the same figure the College had
last year.

“They did not give us the up-
dated list. And since we were left
responsible in coordinating our
own elections, we allowed bona
fide students of the College to
vote,” she said.

Omgengebar also said that the
Council consulted with topschool
officials before allowing other
students to vote.

“They gaveusagosignal,”said
Omgengebar.

NMC Youth Congress Election

J

coordinators last week reportedly
met with a Legal Counsel at the
Legislature to discuss on the issue.

The Legal Counsel assured the
Council that it has employed per-

. fectly acceptable election proce-

dures, according to the Council
President.

-The Council is also set to meet
with House Floor Leader Ana S.
Teregeyo (R-Saipan) to tackle on
what’s to be done under the cir-
cumstances.

By Louie C. Alonso ;

Vaniety News Staff -
“THE FIELD office of the Make-
A-Wish Foundation in the com-
‘monwealth has identified six lo-
cal children with life-threatening.
ﬂlnesses who could possxbly be
given chances to make the
dreams come true. -

Accordmg to Du'ect
Guerrero of Guam’s )\
Wish-Foundation, her_ :
Visit to the CNMI is 'a.uned at
meeting the sick chxldren and
qualify their wishes. :

Guemarosmdgranﬂng achzl' 5
'wish entails a lot of coordination:

grant the wxshes as soou
sible. :
‘Members of the foundatxon are

“Tenorio.

Mafnas, Annie Sablan, Frances
Demapan and Chailang Palacios.

national -organization which

ing hope and laughter to children

‘Make-A-Wish Fou
| make kids’ drea;

and the organization is nym',, to’

all volunteers, according toboard  is
member David M. Sablan whois
also Saipan’s main coordinator
opposite First Lady Sophie P.

OtherSazpanvo]unteersforﬂ}e .
foundation include. Angie .
Mendiola, Marian' Tudela, Sue ..

‘The foundation is a non-profit.
~located near the Maric asy
. tors Authority Office wi

. phomrmmber234—94

startedin 1980dedicated to bring- -

togo...,Iwanttohave....,I wantt
be .,and T want to' meet.”' P

Theﬁeld officeof the Make- A~_;
Wish ‘Foundation on . Smpan Js.-'

PPacific

24 x 36
32 x40

afr F
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By Louie C. Alonso

Variety News Stalf
TO PREPARE the common-
wealth for any future fires, the
Fire Division of the Department
of Public Safety yesterday paid
a surprise visit at Oleai Elemen-
tary School to testhow teachers
and students respond to emer-
gency cases.

The firefighters, in coordina-
tion with the school administra-
tion, used smoke machines to
alert the classroom teachers.

The teachers quickly re-
sponded, and brought the stu-
dents in different safe school
locations such asinthe southball
field, headstart and basketball
court.

According to acting Principal
Jess 1. Wabol, OES held a fire
drill last week but what hap-
pened yesterday was entirely
different because it was a sur-
prise fire practice wherein teach-
ers and students were not aware
it was just simulated.

OES experienced a real fire
incident in 1990, Wabol added.

Firefighter Emie Dela Cruz,
who coordinated the drill, said
the simulated drills is set to pre-
pare the school staff on how to
get the students out in real fire
cases.

He added that the Fire Divi-
sion has been doing the drills in

Firemen conduct fire
drills at Oleai School

different schools for over three
years now,

Yesterday’s 51mu1ated fire drill
was headed by Dela Cruz, and
firefighters Derek Hocog and
Mobel Camey.

Aside from OES, the desig-
nated firefighters from the Fire
Division will be going to differ-
ent schools as part of the Fire
Prevention Awareness Week
campaign.
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Guam gets $41M
in Section 30 funds

FERDINAND “Danny”
Aranza, Director of the De-
partment of the Interior’s Of-
fice of Insular Affairs, (OIA)
announced that the Federal
Government paid into the
Guam treasury its “annual
cover-over” of $41 million
dollars in accordance with
section 30 of the Organic Act
of Guam (Section 30 money).

This substantial sum of
money represents various fed-
eral revenues paid into the US
Treasury rather than into
Guam's Treasury by military
personnel and federal work-
ers on Guam.

Although not unexpected,
this annual federal funding
enhances the local
government’s ability to pro-
vide key services to the
people.

Over the past years, the
leadership of Guam and ca-
reer staff at Guam’s Depart-
ment of Revenue and Taxa-
tion have consistently worked
to increase Guam’s Section
30 money.

Staff members and Revenue
and Taxation have worked
very closely with OIA and the
Internal Revenue Service
(IRS) in Washington, D.C. to
increase the section 30 money.

By finding off-island military
members who report Guam as
their home of record, the sec-
tion 30 money has steadily in-
creased to today’s level.

Once the IRS informs OIA
that an adjustment is war-
ranted, OIA works with the
IRS to receive certification
and a process unfolds result-

Ferdinand “Danny” Aranza

ing in the transfer of funds to
the appropriate account on
Guam.

Normally, in a year with no
special adjustment, OIA issued
one payment to Guam at the end
of September which represents
an advance for the succeeding
year and any necessary adjust-
ments based an analysis of ac-
tual datareceived forprioryears.

This year, as a result of local
efforts by Guam’s revenue and
Taxation, two prior payments
were made totaling approxi-
mately $8 Million Dollars.

Aranza added “I know that
countless staff members at Rev
and Tax worked tirelessly to
raise Guam’s Section 30 money
over the years.

I'have personally observed the
efforts of one such individual,
Joe Bamba, who constantly
pushes this issue.

So often, the unselfish efforts
of government workers go un-
noticed.

OIA is fully committed to
working with the leadership and
the people of Guam on the
island’s issue.

A teacher from OES quickly brings students out of the classroom
during a simulated fire drill initiated by the DPS Fire Division yester-

day.

Photo by Louie C. Alonso

Oct. musical salon set

THE OCTOBER musical salon
sponsored by the Friends of the
Arts will feature Jeff Funk, with
an afternoon performance of
acoustic guitar and 1970’s style
American folk music.

The music reminds the foot
stomping sensation of the battle
of the banjos in August, the
Friends said in a press release.

Held every second Sunday of
each month atthe Commonwealth
Museum of History and Culture,
the Friends of the Arts takes pride
insponsoring informal afternoons
featuring professional and ama-
teur musical talents from the resi-
dent pool on Saipan and the occa-
sional visitor.

The salons are open to the pub-
lic and take place inside the mu-

seum from 2 p.m. to 4p.m. in the
rotunda.

Friends of the Arts/Museum
get free admission while regular
museum fees apply to non-mem-
bers. Non-members ($3.00 for
adults, free over 54 and under 12)
and $1.00 for students.

All persons who bought tickets
to the Museum fund raiser in
March are members of the Friends
of the Arts and Friends of the
Museurn.

If you are or know someone
who would like to have the op-
portunity to play, sing, dance or
anything else for a group of ap-
preciative music and art lovers,
please contact George Hartshomn
at the SDA Clinic and the FOA
will be happy to fit you in.

INCELEBRATIONof Arbormonth,
the Department of Lands and Natural
Resources threugh the Division of
Agriculture’s Forestry Section and
the Urban and Community Forestry
Program announces the release of
freeplantvoucherstointerestedhouse-
holds in Saipan.

Anyone may obtain the vouchers
fqr free plants at selected local nurs-
eries.

Interested households are invited
to pick up vouchers at the DLNR
offices in Lower Base, Kagman and
As Perdido during regular govern-
ment working hours,

There are a limited number of
vouchers available for distribution,
so don’t miss your opportunity to
help beautify the Islands.

Filipino minors entering the
CNMI as pr0v1ded by the De-

~child must bear an acceptance‘
- from the school where he of she
is to be enrolled.
++ For: adopted .mmors, the addl»

about ‘the'ne réqmrements for

travellmg alone

for mmors,
who are 13 years old and above‘f

McPhetres appoints
self-study committee

By Louie C. Alonso

Variety News Staff
NORTHERN Marianas College
President Agnes McPhetres has
appointed a self-study committee
that would help the college in its
application to start a four-year
bachelor’s degree program in El-
ementary Education.

The college has also started a
process which leads towards the
affirmation of its accreditation to
the Western Association of
Schools and Colleges.

McPhetres said the major part
of the college’s application for a
four-year bachelor’s degree pro-
gram involves the completion of
the self-study report that thor-
oughly describes all elements of
NMC,; analyzes the elements to
identify the college’s strengths
and weaknesses in terms of stan-

Agnes McPhetres

dards set by WASC; and outlines
plans to address the identified
weaknesses.

“This self-study processisaimed
at qualify assurance and institu-
tional improvement. Its effective-
ness rests on the principle of self-
regulation. The participation of

variety of committees and sub-
committees from all constituent
groups of NMC ensures that the
study is ‘owned by everyone in
the institution,”” the NMC presi-
dent said in a memo to faculty.

McPhetres has appointed
Vince Riley and Chas Algaier as
co-chairs for NMC’s New Mil-
lennium Self Study.

Within the next month, NMC
will ask the students, faculty,

Board of Regents, administrators
and staff to participate in the self-
study process as a subcommittee
chair, co-chair, or member.
McPhetres and the Board of
Regents are urging the NMCcom-
munity to participate in the self-
study program “to ensure that the
college takes a major step in pro-
viding quality public service to

n
requ1red
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Palau state settles case with nat’l gov't

By Rene P. Acosta
For the Variety

KOROR (Palau Horizon) —

The State of Ngatpang’s constitu-
tional case may soon be over.
Ngatpang has settled its case
with the national government on
arow involving its state constitu-
tion and has agreed to follow the
conditions set by the republic.
As a result, the long standing
dispute over the validity of
Ngatpang’s statutory law in rela-
tion to the republic’s constitution
may soon be put to rest.
The case, declaratory and other
relief, was filed against Ngatpang
on July 21, by the national gov-

Special Prosecutor (OSP), alleg-
ing that the state constitutiondoes
not comply with Article XTI of the
republic’s fundamental law.

Also, Ngatpangs alleged struc-
ture and organization of its gov-
ernment does not follow the
democratic principles and tradi-
tions of Palau, and it is not in
conformity with the national con-
stitution. The case was lodged
before the Supreme Court-Trial
Division.

In settling the case, the state
has agreed toprovide the drafting
of amendments to its own consti-
tution thatinclude arevised struc-
ture of its government which shall
be consistent with the national

ermment through the Office of the

ments of the Federated States o

Micronesiaandof Ukraine hay

. Ukraine’s Permanent Repre

' Affaires of the Permanen
‘Mission of the Federated State
of Micronesia to the United Na

Sentaiveof Ukaine Volodyoye
Yel’chenko and Charge

tions Tadao P. Sigrah signed the |
Joint Communique establishing -
relations at the Ambassadorial =+ 1§
level between the two countries.. wit

Pursuant to PL. 8-41, Section 11, Governor
through the Board of Professional Licensing

board meeting is as follows:

1. Callto Order

2. Determination of Quorum

3. Review and Adotion of Agenda

4. Review and Adoption of Minutes -

BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL LICENSING
PUBLIC NOTICE

regular monthiy meeling on Tuesday, October 12, 1999 at 10:00 AM at the Board's Office located
on the 2nd Floor of the Istand Commercial Center Building in Gualo Rai, Saipan. Agenda for the

Pedro P. Tenorio and Lt. Governor Jesus Sablan
(BPL) are hereby giving notice that it will hold its

6.  Chairman’s Report

7. Board Administrator's Report
8. Investigator's Report

9. Committee Reports

10.  Old Business

OFFICE OF THE

Pursuant to Public Law 8-41, the Civi

Commission Office, Building No. 12

322-3327.

L CALL TO ORDER
II. ROLLCALL

V. NEW BUSINESS
V1.  OLD BUSINESS

X.  ANNOUNCEMENT
XIL. ADJOURNMENT

September 1999 Board Meeting Minutes A, Applications for Board's Review
5. Communications from Governor's 11.  New Business

Office & Legislature 12.  Miscelianeous Business

A, Governor's office A.  Election of Officers

B.  Legislature 13.  Adjournment of Meeting

fs! Francisco Q. Guerrero
Chairman
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS

PUBLIC NOTICE

that the Board will meet on Friday, October ¥, 1999. The Board will convenc at
9:00 a.m., at the Department of Commerce Conference Room in Teneto, Rota.
Additional information concerning this meceting is available at the

may also be reached at phone numbers 322-4363 and 322-6954 or fax number

AGENDA

HI.  ADOPTION OF MINUTES - Sept. 15, 1999
IV. CORRESPONDENCE/REPORTS

/S/'VICENTE M. SABLAN
Chairman
Civil Service Commission

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION

I Service Coramission hereby gives notice

11, Capitol Hill, Saipan. The Commission

constitution.

It is agreed upon that majority
of Ngatpang residents should par-
ticipate in the framing of the pro-
posed revisions.

The revision should include a
setout*“‘suffrage criteria” that will
comply * with national voter re-
quirements for any election or
referendum.

It should also provide the
right to some key public offi-
cials to vote along with the
amendment of the constitution
by the people without the re-
quirement of obtaining the
approval of any elected or
appointed public official.

The agreement also called for
the holding of a referendum for
November this year for the ap-
proval of the revised constitution
which will only be adopted if fa-
vored by the majority of Ngatpang
voters.

In order to make sure that the .
conditions would be followed,
both parties have agreed before
the high tribunal that the case
should continue until the Novem-
ber referendum has been carried
out.

In the event that Ngatpang
reneged on following the con-
ditions, both the state and the
national governments agreed
that the agreement should be
voided out and the republic
should be free to take any legal
action.

In return to Ngatpang’s ac-
ceptance of the settlement, the
OSP has agreed not to seek for
any monetary penalty, reim-
bursement, or fines as a result
of its action in taking the case to
court, while moving for the case
dismissal.

Ithas also agreed “to assist, to
the extent requested, and

deemed appropriate, the state
of Ngatpang in its efforts to
adopt a revised constitution.”

The settlement agreement fol-
lowed the national
government’s submission of a
motion for summary judgment
on the case which was replied
and admitted upon by the state.

In its reply, the state said “it
concurs with the OSP that the
Ngatpang State Constitution
does not fulfill the legal require-
ments under Article XI of the
constitution of the Republic of
Palau” and admitted all the al-
legations that were made as the
basis in the filing of the relief.

As an offshoot of the agree-
ment, the election which has
been scheduled for the state’s
executive officer at the end of
this year has been postponed
and would only take place after
the revision has been done.

NEW YORK (FSM Perma-
nent Mission to the UN) —
Federated States of
Micronesia President Leo A.
Falcam has lashed at the “one-
size-fits-all” treatment small
island nations are being sub-
jected to by donor states.

In his speech before the
22nd special session of the
United Nations General As-
sembly recently, Falcam
noted the slow implementa-
tion of the Programme of
Action adopted at the Global
Conference on the Sustain-
able Development of Small
Island Developing States held
in Barbados in 1994.

Falcam pointed out that the
receipts of official develop-
ment assistance (ODA) by

FSM President lashes at donors’
one-size-fits-all trea

small island states over the
past five years have declined
significantly.

He lamented that many do-
nors seemed content to lump
small island states into one
generic category when con-
sidering development assis-
tance. ‘

“Island states have varying
characteristics and must be
dealt with individually,” he
said.

“Development assistance,”
the President continued, “must
not be based solely on the
static figures of gross domes-
tic product or population, but
must be tailored with an eye
on the various terrestrial and
maritime characteristics that
contribute to the uniqueness

‘ment of isles-

of each island nation.”

The islands, the President
said, need help and will con-
tinue to need help.

He warned that small is-
lands will only serve as di-
sastrous examples of global
complacency and inaction if
positive and urgent actions
by the international commu-
nity on critical issues affect-
ing small islands are not
taken.

The President thus ap-
pealed to the donors who
have generously supported
the Barbados Programme of
Action (BPoA) and pleaded
that all nations proceed
with the sense of urgency
that our global reality de-
mand today.

Pacific moves to deal with

marine spills

FIVE PACIFIC island countries
which have all recently suffered
oil spills in their waters have de-
cided they cannot wait for a final
version of a model marine spill
contingency plan.

Instead, they have taken draft
planning guidelines prepared by
the South Pacific Regional Envi-
ronment Programme’s Pacific
Ocean Pollution Prevention
Programme (PACPOL) and have
drawn up their own national con-
tingency plans.

PACPOL programme manager
Steve Raaymakers said Pacific
island countries received a draft
template for national contingency
plans for dealing with marine
spills in December last year, and
guidelines were finalised this
week.

“However, some countries
wanted to move faster,” Mr
Raaymakers said.

“Tuvalu have already taken the
initiative to work out their na-
tional contingency plan; Fiji has
just asked SPREP to review its
guidelines; Vanuatu’s national
marine spill contingency plan is
almost completed; Samoais about
to startonits national plan and the
Cook Islands have asked SPREP
staff to visit, to help develop a
Cook Islands contingency plan.”

Raaymakers said all these coun-
tries had been motivated by re-
cent oil spills, which made them
realize the value of contingency
plans.

“Ifyou've already planned what
youneed to do in the unfortunate
event of a marine spill, you can

act much more rapidly and deci-
sively, and have abetter chance of
limiting the damage.”

He said it was impossible to
overstate how important coastal
and marine environments are to
every aspect of the lives of Pacific
island communities.

“The impacts of marine spills
constitute a major concern for all
Pacific island peoples. And be-
cause the ocean connects all coun-
tries, a spill in one area can affect
others, as pollutants and contami-
nants from a marine spill are car-
ried elsewhere by ocean currents.

“Itis therefore essential for Pa-
cific island countries to make re-
gional arrangements to deal with
marine pollution. No single coun-
try in the region can address this
problem in isolation.”

Don’t be a Litter Bug...
Keep Saipan Beautiful®
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After 5 years of independence

Palau sees tangible progress

By Malou L. Sayson

For the Variety
KOROR (Palau Horizon) —
Five years since it achieved
independence, Palau has seen

“intangible progress,” Presi-
dent Nakamura said, as je went
back and noted the economic
gains of the past year.

In an interview, Nakamura

Koror in clean-up frenzy

By Rene P. Acosta

For the Variety
KOROR (Palau Horizon) —
The national government and the
state government of Kororis in a
cleaning frenzy after President
Nakamura ordered aday of clean-
ing for Koror.

Sept. 30 was declared as “Clean
Up Day” for Koror as ministry
and state employees were asked
to participate in preparations for
the week-long South Pacific Fo-
rum conference whichstarted over
the weekend.

Areas being clean up include M-
Dock; Waiting House; Ngetmeduch;
T-Dock; Ngetkedam; K-B Bridge;
Meyuns Airport; Palau Community
College grounds; Long Island; Fish-
eries Dock; Icebox; and all cause-
ways.

The drive was led by the Ministry
of Healthand the state governmentof
Koror. The project preceded asimilar
clean-up drive along the side streets
from the international airport in Airai
all the way down to the conference
sites in Koror during the past few
days.

Meanwhile, police officers, at
least 30 of them, have been de-
tailed as security to the delegates
attending the conference.

Temmy Shmull, the chairman
of the SPForganizing committee,
said the police officers will be
complimented by hotel security

personnel and volunteers.

Thevolunteers, according tohim,
wouldalsoperformothertasks such
as that of liaison officers.

The preparation, especially on
the aspect of security for the at-
tending leaders, was mapped out
about eight months ago.

Aside from government-provided
security, the leaders have with them

For the Variety

LIABILITY and compensation
issuesrelating to the shipments of
nuclear materials by sea between
Europe and Japan had recently
been discussed with degree of
seriousness by officials from the
Forum Island Countries (FICs).

The nuclear waste shipments
have been noted as a major con-
cernto South Pacific Forum (SPF)
member countries and such will
be tackled in the 30th SPF in
Koror.

Liability and compensation is-
sues, safety of shipments, salvage
arrangements and relevant trea-
ties and other related legal issues
have been further discussed re-
cently by the legal experts in the
region at the Forum Secretariatin
Suva, Fiji.

The enormous preparation
made by the organizing commit-
tee heaved praise among the mem-
bers of the SPF secretariat who
arrived early on Palau.

Media adviser Ulafala Aiavao
said Palau really prepared for the
conference.

said the gains are more of a
legacy. Though intangible,
they remain imbedded in the
minds and hearts of the people.

The president was pointing
to how Palauans have grown
as “mature” people.

“We have now realized the
fruits of being independent
as a nation. And, with this
confidence as a people, we
can build a better Palau,” he
said.

With confidence, the presi-
dent said Palauans now have a
positive attitude and pride as

a nation.

“That’s a source of love for
and loyalty to the country,” he
pointed out, although he said
there are always uncertainties
down the road.

On the overall, Nakamura
said Palau is doing good in
spite of the economic crisis
and natural disasters in the
(Asia-Pacific) region.

“Palauis blessed, not to have
failed in advancing its eco-
nomic gains. Our report card
says we passed the tests,” the
president said.

Kuniwo Nakamura
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SOUTH PACIFIC

SPF officials me

KOROR (Pacnews)—Senior
officials from the 16 South Pa-
cific Forum member states have
met in Koror, Palau over the
weekend to prepare advice on
key regional issues for Forum
Leaders to consider at their an-
nual meeting later this week.
The Forum Officials Commit-
tee forwarded the recommen-
dations of Forum Ministerial
meetings held over the past year,

including the recommendation
by Forum Trade and Economic
Ministers for Forum Leaders to
endorse inprinciple aFree Trade
Areain Forum Island Countries.

The outcome of other Minis-
terial meetings in the areas of
aviation, communications, eco-
nomic reform, trade, and the
report on the Forum Ministerial
Committee’s visit to New
Caledonia are also expected to

be conveyed to the Leaders for
endorsement.

“The Forum Officials Com-
mittee will also consider and
advise the Forum on other is-
sues of common concern to the
region,” a statement from the
Forum Secretariat said.

“These include climate
change and sea-level rise; envi-
ronmental vulnerability index;
transhipment of nuclear materi-

als; regional security co-opera-
tion in law enforcement; fisher-
ies related issues; the outcomes
of the United Nations Special
Session on Small Island Devel-
oping States; and issues to be
raised with the Forum’s devel-
opment partners.”

“Reports will also be tabled
by a number of regional
organisations such as the Fo-
rum Secretariat; Forum Fisher-

et on 1ssues

ies Agency (FFA); South Pa-
cific Applied Geo-science Com-
mission (SOPAC); South Pa-
cific Regional Environment
Programme (SPREP) and the
Tourism Council of the South
Pacific (TCSP).”

The two-day meeting was offi-
cially opened by Reverend Billy
Kuartei, Minister of Education of
Palau. The meeting was chaired
by Jean Sese from Vanuatu.

Fijians display produce for sale outside the municipal market building
in Suva, Fifi. The market is the largest in the South Pacific. AP

Ex-PNG gov’t advisor cleared

PORT MORESBY
(Pacnews)—Chief economic
advisor to the former Papua
New Guinea (PNG) Govern-
ment, Dr Pirouz Hamadian-
Rad, has been cleared of crimi-
nal charges due to insufficient
evidence.

The Waigani committal
court yesterday discharged Dr
Hamidian-Rad after finding
that he did not commit any of
the offences with which he had
been charged.

Dr Hamidian-Rad was
charged by police on counts
of misappropriation and false
pretences, allegedly commit-
ted between July 28, 1998 and
March 31, 1999.

“There is no prima-facie evi-
dence that there was dishon-
esty or that the defendant had
the intention to defraud the
Independent State of Papua
New Guinea.

Accordingly, both charges

are dismissed and the defen-
dant is discharged forthwith.

His bail must be reim-
bursed,” ruled Chief Magis-
trate George Manuhu.

It was submitted earlier in
court by police prosecution
that the defendanthad dishon-
estly applied to his own use
by false pretence the sum of
K32,000 (US$10,736) from
the Department of Treasury
and Corporate Affairs.

The charge arose from the
payment by the department of
a sum of K84, 000
(US$28,184) as a fee for con-
sultant Cletus Ngaffkin, an
employee of Dr Hamidian-
Rad’s company, Ikub
Consultancy Pty Ltd.

Relying on a statement by
Ngaffkin, the prosecution
claimed that the consultant
received only K60, 000
(US$20,131), a shortfall of

Australia,

KOROR (Pacnews) — There
will be two notable absentees
from this year’s 30th South Pa-
cific Forum summit, which gets
underway in the Palau capital,
Koror tomorrow.

Australian Prime Minister,
John Howard and his Fijian coun-
terpart, Mahendra Chaudhry will
not attend the annual leaders
gathering but are sending their
deputies.

Australian Deputy Prime Min-
ister, National Party leader John
Anderson is representing his
country while Fiji’s co-Deputy
Prime Minister, Doctor Tupeni
Baba will lead the Fiji delega-
tion.

There has been no official ex-
planation from the Australians
about Howard’s absence, but
Forum officials said he is preoc-
cupied with Australia’s involve-
ment in the East Timor crisis.

Fiji officials said Prime Min-
ister Chaudhry is busy preparing
for his new Government’s first
national budget that will be un-
veiled nextmonth. Some observ-
ers at the Forum meeting raised
concern that Chaudhry had not
attended any Forumrelated meet-
ings this year.

Chaudhry did not attend the
Forum Economic Ministers
meeting in Samoa and the

Fiji leaders noticeably
absent from South Pacific Forum

John Howard

Melanesian Spearhead Group
leaders meeting in Vanuatu ear-
lier this year.

New Zealand officials con-
firmed at the weekend their Prime
Minister, Jenny Shipley will at-
tend the Forum leaders summit.
She had said earlier she would not
attend.

The new New Caledonian Presi-
dent, Jean Leques and leader of
the pro-independence movement,
FLNKS, Roc Wamytan will also
attend the meeting for the first

time as New Caledonian observ-

ers.
New Caledonia was recently
accorded observer status at he

Forum because of the successful -

implementation of the Noumea
Accord, which over 10-15 years
would allow the territory to attain

Mahendra Chaudhry

full autonomy from France.

This year’s Forum will see a |

number of new leaders attend-
ing.

They include Papua New
Guinea’s Prime Minister, Sir
Mekere Morauta, Prime Minis-
ter of Cook Islands Doctor Joe
Williams, Nauru’s President
Rene Harris, Premier Sani
Lakatani from Niue and Tuvalu’s
Prime Minister Ionatana
Jonatana.

Member countries of the Fo-
rum are Australia, Cook Islands,
Federated States of Micronesia,
Fiji, Kiribati, Nauru, New
Zealand, Niue, Palau, Papua New
Guinea, Republic of Marshall
Islands, Samoa, Solomon Is-
lands, Tonga, Tuvalu and
Vanuatu.

K24,000 (US$8,053).

The court was further told
that the defendant only paid
Ngaffkin K52,000
(US$17,447), withholding
K8, 000 (US$2,684) for utili-
ties, resulting in the claim of
misappropriation of K32, 000.

It was also alleged that
when executing Ngaffkin’s
employment contract, the de-
fendant tried to offer induce-
ments to the then Secretary
for the Department of Trea-
sury and Corporate Affairs,
Morea Vele.

But Chief Magistrate
Manuhu further ruled that
there was no evidence that the
defendant had sought to com-
promise the interests of the
State, nor that he had asked
anyone to breach any law.

“Consequently, any injury
caused to the State was clearly
self-inflicted. There is prima-
facie evidence that everyone

of criminal charges

succumbed to the pélitical will
regardless,” said Magistrate
Manuhu in his decision.

The court noted that both
Secretary Vele and then Trea-
sury and Finance Minister
ITairo Lasaro had failed to make
themselves available to assist
the Court by giving evidence.

Lasaro and Vele are the two
persons who actually executed
the original agreement and
were in a perfect position to
raise the issue of the likeli-
hood of a breach of law.

The court also ruled that in
the letter of proposals for the
engagement of Ngaffkin, there
was potential for non-compli-
ance with financial manage-
ment rules.

Butbecause Vele and Lasaro
failed to terminate the pro-
posed agreement there and
then, the court ruled that the
defendant could not be held
criminally responsible for

those acts and omissions.

“Likewise, the defendant
cannot be criminally liable for
the subsequent questionable
deliberation by the Tenders
Board on Nov 24, 1998 re-
sulting in the issuing of a Cer-
tificate of Inexpediency for
the engagement of Mr
Ngaffkin, amongst others,”
said the Magistrate.

. Following the decision, Dr
Hamidian-Rad, while express-
ing his belief that justice had
finally been done, told report-
ers that charges would be laid
against Ngaffkin for perjury.

Dr Hamidian-Rad added that
all his contracts were legally
executed and went through the
proper authorities.

Police prosecutor Thomas
Eluh said that this was not the
end of the case adding that
they would revive the case
once police made additional
evidence available.
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Unrest over RP fuel price hikes

MANILA, (Reuters) - The
Philippines is set to raise
workers’ wages and is study-
ing proposals to sell state rice
at cheaper prices to try to de-
fuse social unrest caused by
rising fuel costs.

Leftist groups have threat-
ened to launch transport
strikes after the country’s
three major oil refiners last
week increased for the sixth
time in seven months the
prices of domestic fuel, in-
cluding diesel used for mass
transport,

President Joseph Estrada, ap-
pealing for restraint, said on
Saturday he was studying a pro-
posal to lower the price of rice
sold by government warehouses
to 16 pesos ($0.04) per kilo from
18 pesos.

He also ordered wage boards
composed of labour arbiters,
unionists and private employ-
ers tospeed up action on work-
ers’ demands for an increase
in their daily wage.

The minimum daily wage is
currently pegged at 198 pesos
($4.86) for workers in the
Manila area, with workers in
rural areas receiving lower
rates.

To cushion the impact on
the public transport industry
of the new fuel rates an-
nounced by Pilipinas Shell,

Get the security of a great fixed rate and you choose the term. All
you need is a minimum opening deposit of $5,000. And remember

Caltex and Petron Corp, the
government has authorised a
20 percent increase in trans-
portation fares effective on
Monday - a move expected to
inflate the prices of basic com-
modities.

Pilipinas Shell is a unit of
the Royal Dutch/Shell Group
while Caltex is joint venture
between Chevron Corp and
Texaco Inc.

“Let’s hang on for a little
longer,” Estrada told the na-
tion in his weekly television
talk show on Saturday.

“l myself am losing sleep
because they are blaming me
for this increase in the prices
of fuel,” he said.

Public discontent over fuel
price increases and the immi-
nent rise of public transport
fares could not have come ata
worse time for Estrada.

Inrecent weeks, he has come
under attack from the church,
the political opposition and
leftist groups over his proposal
to amend the nation’s consti-
tution to allow foreign inves-
tors ownership of 1and and 100
percent stakes in utilities.

Estrada has said the consti-
tutional reforms are needed to
attract investors which would
otherwise go to neighbouring
countries like Thailand and
Vietnam.

“There is a large tinderbox
waiting for the sparks the mili-
tant protest groups are trying
to create,” political analyst
Alex Magno wrote in his col-
umn in the Manila Standard
newspaper.

*“The prospect of higher fuel

and transport prices - and con-
sequently, higher food prices
- has created profound social
distress.”

Magno added: “There is
patent danger in this situation
that the administration will
begin waffling in the face of

building social stress and fail
into erratic populist re-
sponses.’

The Philippine Post newspa-
per said in an editorial: “The
difficulties that will beset this
country are not pleasant to con-
template.

A demonstrator wears a crocodile mask to symbolize their protest against the oil deregulation law that allows
oil companies to set their own prices during a picket in the financial district of Makati Monday AP
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Indonesia elects speake

JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP)
— Indonesia’s highest legis-
lative body elected a powerful
political figure as its speaker
Sunday, a position that could
gain real power for the first
time under the country’s
democratic reforms.

Voting by secret ballot, the
People’s Consultative Assem-
bly elected Amien Rais of the
National Mandate Party. Rais is
a leader of a bloc of small par-
ties called the Axis Front that
could determine the outcome of
the presidential race to be held
in less than three weeks.

The choice of a first-rank
politician like Rais indicated
that the assembly speaker is
likely to gain power under
constitutional reforms the leg-
islature will consider during
this session. The reforms are
expected to dilute the powers
of the presidency.

In previous years, the head
of the assembly was a figure-
head. Under the authoritarian
regimes of President Suharto
and his predecessor Sukarno,
the assembly rubber-stamped
the president’s policies and
most decisions were unani-
mous.

Rais was elected by 305

votes to 279 for his closest
rival. Six other candidatesran,
but won only 63 votes total.

8,500 BTU

8,800 BTU(220V)
12,500 BTU
18,000 BTU
24,000 BTU

SELITWACL/ICEIR

8,960 BTU

12,600 BTU

15,200 BTU
17,600-18,000 BTU
23,500-24,000

27,500 BTU-29,000 BTU

FREE GIFT ITEMS: -~
COFFEE MUG
MINI BEACH CHAIR
BASEBALL CAP
T-SHIRT

B.J. Habibie

Rais’ election was likely to
ease the assembly’s ratification
of East Timor’s independence.
Last week he told The Associ-
ated Press that Jakarta must re-
spect the outcome of the
territory’s Aug. 30 referendum
and “accept that East Timor is
no longer part of Indonésia.”

The assembly, elected last
June in the nation’s freest bal-
lotin fourdecades, will choose
the president on Oct. 20 - three
weeks earlier than previously
planned.

In debates over the past three
days, legislators have made it
clear they expect the reforms
to provide greater checks and
balances inthe system thathad
been completely dominated by
the president.

On Saturday, the assembly
adopted its agenda for the

C HO|

995.00 895.00
1270.00 965.00
1595.00 1375.00
1695.00 1445.00
1995.00 1695.00
2695.00 2095.00

three-week session. President
B.J. Habibie will give his
state-of-the-nation speech
Oct. 14, He is likely to address
the issue of whether Suharto,
who was ousted last year, will
be prosecuted on charges of
corruption.

The accelerated schedule

comes amid growing impa-
tience with Habibie over his
handling of East Timor and a
major banking scandal that has
implicated high government
officials.

Habibie, who was Suharto’s
protege, was elevated to the
presidency when Suharto was

forced to step down. He is
seeking his first elected term
in office.

His main challenger is
Megawati Sukarnoputri,
daughter of Sukarno, the
country’s founding father. Her
party won the largest share of
the vote in the June 7 election.

Indonesian presidential race frontrunner and the leader of Indonesian Democratic Party for Struggle (FDI-
P) Megawati Sukarnoputri (left) speaks to the chairmen of PDI-P Kwik Kian Gie (middle) and Laksamana
Sukardi (right) during People’s Consultative Assembly meeting to elect the new Indonesian House Speaker

in Jakarta on Sunday.
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Japan probes nuke disaster

TOKAIMURA, Japan (AP)
— The government launched
afull-scale investigation Sun-
day into the cause of Japan’s
worst nuclear disaster, while
more questions arose about
safety measures used at the
site.

Workers at the uranium-pro-
cessing plant in Tokaimura, a
town of 33,000 people about
70 miles northeast of Tokyo,
had been ignoring legally
binding procedures for four
years, local news media re-
ported, quoting company of-
ficials.

To determine if this was
true, the Science and Tech-
nology Agency, which over-
sees the country’s nuclear pro-
gram, began questioning offi-
cials of the plant’s operator,
JCO Co., agency spokesman
Ken Maruoka said.

The accident occurred
Thursday after workers mis-
takenly put too much uranium
into a bucket-like container,
setting off an uncontrolled
atomic reaction that contin-
ued for hours, spurting radio-
active particles into the air.

Instead of relying on the
high-tech equipment expected
ata nuclear facility, the work-
ers had been manually pour-
ing the potentially deadly
material, company officials
said. Japanese media reports
also said the workers had
never received proper train-
ing.

One of the employees,
Hisashi Ouchi, was found to
have been exposed to about
17,000 times the normal an-
nual exposure to radiation.

“Itis a lethal dose,” said Dr.
Kazuhiko Maekawa, one of the
physicians treating Ouchi at
Tokyo University Hospital.

Maekawa said the next few
days will be critical. He said
doctors have decided that
Ouchi will receive a transplant
of blood stem cells to help
restore his white blood cell
count and prevent him from
losing the function of his bone
marrow, which is keenly sen-
sitive to radiation exposure.

The government says 49
people were exposed to the
radiation, although Ouchi and
two other plant workers were
the only ones hospitalized.

Doctors. are considering a
transplant of blood stem cells
for another of the workers as
well, said Saburo Tojo, a
spokesman for the National
Institute of Radiological Sci-
ences spokesman.

Officials reiterated their
promise to get to the bottom
of what happened, amid pub-
lic anger over how such a po-
tentially devastating accident
could have occurred.

Prime Minister Keizo
Obuchi said Sunday that he
had instructed Science Agency
officials to conduct a strict
investigation.

“I heard the accident was
caused by the way the com-
pany ran their operations with

little regard for safety. I think
that’s unforgivable,” Obuchi
was quoted as saying by
Kyodo News agency.

Police also have begun in-
vestigating whether JCO was
negligent. Officials said they
will seek criminal charges
against JCO, a wholly owned
subsidiary of Sumitomo Metal
Mining Co.

The government has said
that despite the accident,
Japan’s overall nuclear power
policies stand unchanged. Ja-
pan has few natural resources,
and relies on atomic energy
for about a third of its elec-
tricity.

Still, the accident has shat-
tered the myth of Japan’s
supersafe nuclear technology,
and opposition is likely to
grow, even in a harmony-ori-
ented nation where loud, ag-
gressive protests tend to be
rare.

Residents of Tokaimura receive blood ch

eck

Sun

day three days after the nuclear accident that workers of
JCO uranium-processing plant mistakenly put too much uranium into a bucket-like container, setting off an

uncontrolled atomic reaction that spurted radioactivity into the air Thursday.
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adical students carry their groups’ flags while gathe
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Railroad Station Square Sunday. Students

staged an anti-U.S. rally, denouncing a large-scale killing of civilian refugees by American soldiers in No Gun
Ri in 1950 during the early days of the Korean War.

Korea students protest

AP

vs. alleged US killings

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) —
Waving signs and chanting, a
South Korean student group ral-
lied in downtown Seoul on Sun-
day, demanding that the United
States punish those responsible
for the alleged mass killings of
civilians by U.S. forces at the start
of the Korean War.

It was the first public reaction
from South Korea’s largest stu-
dent group, called Hanchongryon
and known forits anti-U.S. views,
regarding last week’s news report
onthe alleged killingsinJuly 1950.

“The U.S. government must
punish people responsible for the
massacre!” a group of 40 students

chanted, pumping their clenched
fists into the air.

Last week, The Associated Press
reported accounts by American
veterans, corroborating those of
South Korean viilagers, that their
unit killed a large number of civil-
ians at No Gun Ri, South Korea,
during the early days of the Ko-
rean War. The villagers say 400

died.

The AP also found once-classi-
fied documents showing that U.S.
commanders ordered their troops
to shoot civilians as a defense
againstdisguised enemy soldiers.

At the rally in Seoul’s main
railroad plaza, the students de-
manded that the United States
apologize to South Korea and the
victims’ families.

Riot police stood around the
protesters but did not intervene.
No clashes were reported.

“Americans are beasts wearing
masks of human beings!” the
group said in a statement.

Hanchongryon has led violent
street protests in the past, but its
influence has decreased sharply
in recent years.

The government outlawed the
group because it supported the
withdrawal of 37,000 U.S. troops
based in South Korea as well as
other key demands made by com-
munist North Korea. The group
says the U.S. military presence

increases tension on the divided
Korean peninsula.

Aging South Koreans who said
they survived the killings said
Friday that they would not allow
anti-American sentiment to af-
fect their search for the truth be-
hind No Gun Ri.

They said they recognized the
importance of friendly relations
between Washington and Seoul
and understood the valuable se-
curity role the United States plays
in deterring threats from the com-
munist North.

The two Koreas are still techni-
cally at war because no peace
treaty was signed at the end of the
1950-53 Korean War. Their bor-
der is the world’s most heavily
militarized.

After the AP report, the U.S.
and South Korean govern-
ments promised thorough in-
vestigations into the No Gun
Ri killings. Both governments
had previously dismissed the
survivors’ claims.

DEATH & FUNERAL ANNOUNCEMENT -

3 \h Antonio Dela Cruz/Doris Taisipic (Ray, Joshua, Justin, Jeren)

PREDECEASED BY:
Sor/Daughter: Joshua Jay A. Dela Cruz

Dianna A. Dela Cruz

Grandparents: Ignacio C. Dela Gruz
Remedio R. Dela Cruz
Brother/Sister-inlaw:  Lorenzo C. Ayuyu
Soledad C. Ayuyu
SURVIVED BY:
Wife: Baubina Ayuyu Dela Cruz
Children: Thamara, Mohanna, Dimeasha, Thomas Dela Cruz
Reared Daughter: Marian A. Mendiola
Mother: Angelina Reyes Dela Cruz/Zarzoso

Father/Mother-indaw: ~ Ambrocio M/Dolores C. Ayuyu
Brothers/Sisters: Alicia Dela Cruz/Francisco Pangelinan (Sylvester, Dione, Francing)
William RJJoann A. Dela Cruz (Angie, Jovita, Amanda, Betty-Jo)

Patricia/Rama Dela Cruz (Nicole Mag)

rest at the age of 27

Repes Bela Crus

D.0.B.: December 31, 1971
DIED: September 29, 1999
was called to his etemal

Rosary is being said at 12:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. at Tinian Health Center.
Last respects will be on Thursday, October 7, 1999 from 8:00 a.m. fo
2:30 p.m. at the residence of Ambrosio & Dolores Ayuyu in Marpo,
Tinian, Funeral Mass will be at 3:00 p.m. at San Jose Church,
Tinlan followed by the interment.

FROM THE FAMILY Darling

Dimis/Pinky Dela Cruz (Porsha, Derek)
Zerah/Albert Santos (Aldebert, Zelma, Albert Jr.)
Sophia Dela Cruz/Fermin Flores (Eric)
Brothers/Sisters-in-law:  Pedro/Mercy Ayuyu (Paul, Joy, Cheryl, Reqggy, Meril, Princess,
PJ, Nikky)
Ambrocio/Rosa Ayuyu (Ofemia, Joseph, Antonetta, Brian,
Ambrose, Michael)
Simion/Evelyn Ayuyu (Wayne, Wendy)
Angel AyuywBemadita Naputi (Jason)
Antonio/Cosette Ayuyu (Nicky, Holly)
Ramon Ayuyu/Lovelyn Saralu (Sylvester)
Carmen/Francisco San Nicolas (Gilbert, Marylou, MaryLeen, Judy,
Jennifer, Frankie, Calvin, Bonnie)
Jacoba/Jerry Gatch (Saldy, Harriet, James, Rino, Zeladalin, Adrian,
Diantonie, Vincent)
Lucy/Rodante Javier (Jose, Perry, Marvieluz, Silvester, Lorenzo,
Meloygin, Ariel)
Maria C. Ayuyu {Dustin)
Vicenta/John Hammons (Debie, Harriet, John)

Taiwan hits China

over quake relief

TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) — Tai-
wan lashed out at China on Sun-
day for interfering in the delivery
ofinternational reliefto the earth-
quake-ravaged island, saying such
tactics illustrate the need for Tai-
wan to be included in the United
Nations.

China’s demand that countries
first ask its permission before
delivering earthquake aid to Tai-
wan was in “‘complete defiance of
the principle of humanitarian in-
ternational relief,” aForeign Min-
istry statement said.

“This sort of behavior even
more displays the absurd and il-
logical situation of Taiwan’s ex-
clusion from the United Nations
that awaits rectification,” it said.

Following the killer quake on
Sept. 21, Chinese officials de-
manded that countries and interna-
tional organizations wishing to aid
Taiwan first seek its permission.

China views Taiwan as a ren-
egade province that must eventu-
ally be reunited with the main-
land, even though the two have
been governed separately since a
1949 civil war.

Beijing-imposed diplomatic
isolation ensures that Taiwan is
not represented in the United
Nations, and that only a handful
of poor nations mostly in Affrica,
Central America and the Carib-
bean have diplomatic ties with
Taiwan.

The earthquake, Taiwan’s
worst natural disaster in decades,
killed over 2,100 and left thou-
sands homeless in the mountain-
ous central part of the island.

China’s Foreign Ministry also
offered thanks to the various na-
tions that have sent rescue crews
and other aid to Taiwan, behavior

Taiwanese government officials
said was highly insulting.

Such actions are part of China’s
strategy of “‘spreading its propa-
ganda internationally that it rep-
resents Taiwan and manufactur-
ing the fallacy of communist

‘China as the central government

and of us as the locality,” the
ministry’s statement said.

Newspapers here accused China
of turning its back on an opportu-
nity to win the goodwill of the
Taiwanese. Instead, the nation
alienated people by appearing to
use the island’s misery to pushits
own political goals, newspapers
said.

Separately, China is pressuring
Germany to block the delivery of
a telecommunications satellite
ordered by Taipei because China
fears the satellite will be used for
spying, the Taiwan’s official Cen-
tral News Agency said Sunday.

The German government has
three times postponed issuing an
export permit to Dornier Satellite
System Gmbh, makerofkey com-
ponents fortheROCSAT-2sched-
uled for launch in 2002, CNA
said, quoting the government’s
National Science Council.

Council officials were unavail-
able to comment on the report
Sunday.

The Taiwanese government
council signed a contract with
Dornier in February for the
satellite’s sensing equipment, in-
cluding cameras that can identify
objects on the ground as small as
six feet in size, CNA said. Ac-
cording to the contract, Dornier
was required to return Taiwan’s
$600,000 deposit on the project if
itfailed to obtain an export permit
by August, the agency said.

Chun Wen-bian, 89 years

s

ol, /ft homeless fro'm'tl;e earthquake,

5

wipes his brow as he walks through the emergency supply depot in

Tungshih, central Taiwan. Victims are starting to put their lives back

together after the quake.
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x-admiral longs

TAIPE], Taiwan (AP) — In the
winter of 1949, defeated by the
communists in a war for the Chi-
nese mainland, Capt. Ni Yue-si
took an important passenger
aboard his ship and set sail for
Taiwan.

“Chiang Kai-shek was on my
ship,” the 85-year-old retired ad-
miral said, sitting ramrod straight
in his living room while remi-
niscing about that voyage with
the leader of the Nationalist Chi-
nese forces.

It was supposed to be only a
brief retreat, but it turned into
decades of exile.

Ni eventually rose to com-
mand Taiwan’s navy, but lost
touch with all his relatives who
stayed on the mainland, includ-
ing his brother, a Nationalist
general who was allowed by
the communists to teach at mili-
tary colleges.

In exile, Chiang made Taiwan
an anti-communist fortress, with
U.S. warships helping guard
against a Chinese invasion. His
successors have turned that for-
tress into an economic power-
house and a thriving democracy.
Taiwanese are richer and freer
than ever.

Now frail, Ni has spent his re-
tirement years with his wife and
son, trying to make up for the
long absences demanded by his
military career.

His wife, Ha Yi-wen, recalled
how much she worried about

his missions. “SoIdidn’tlet my
only son become another sol-
dier,” she said, and sent him to
business school at Stanford
University.

Aneasing of hostilities between
China and Taiwan has become a
time of healing for Ni. He was
reunited with his brother, former
Maj. Gen. Li Yuxu, and other
family members in 1990.

Li had stayed behind and built a
life as a military instructor under
communist rule.

Still, nothing has eased the
wound Ni felt from the death of
his mother. She endured months
of torment by the communists over
her son’s flight to Taiwan, then
killed herself in despair.

But with China sealed off to the
outside world, news of her death
took nearly 30 years to trickle out.
Ni nearly broke down when he
learned about it from a cousin in
New York who had visited the
family’s mainland tomb, said his
son, Johnny.

From Taiwan, Ni clashed with
Chinese forces as he tried to res-
cue his family by dedicating him-
self to Chiang’s quixotic goal of
recapturing the mainland.

In a 1955 battle depicted by an
oil painting in his living room, Ni
fought the communists for con-
trol of the Taishan islet group. He
won, but the Nationalists soon
gave up the islets to focus their
defense on Taiwan itself. “We
sank the (communist) gunboats -

Admiral Ni Yue-si {center) stands with his wife Ha Yi-wen and son

Z : i

Johnny Nibefore an old picture of the admiral and his wife at their home
in Taipei. The Ni’s fled to Taiwan in 1949 after the nationalists were
defeated by Mao Tse-tung’s communist forces in the civil war.  ap

12 of them,” Ni said, pointing to
the painting.

As deputy commander of the
navy in 1958, Ni oversaw the
movement of troops to Kinmen
island in a key battle. After 89

days of Chinese artillery bom-
bardment, China gave up trying
to seize the little island within
sight of the mainland.

Chiang saw a chance to recap-
ture the mainland after China

f ‘ 1 ﬁ t I ‘

tumbled into political upheaval
with the beginning of the Cultural
Reévolution in 1966. But because
of U.S. opposition, Taiwan'’s in-

vasion plan was called off just 47
days before the planned attack,

Johnny Ni said.

After serving as navy com-
mander and chief of the general
staff, Niretired in 1967 to serve as
Chiang’s military adviser.

He is unwavering in his convic-
tion that Taiwan will one day re-

unify with the mainland. “Of
course, we will,” he said in a firm

voice.

The govermment of President

Lee Teng-hui, Taiwan’s first na-
tive-born leader, officially favors
reunification butis building a sepa-

rate Taiwanese identity.

Lee’s attempt to win more inter-
national recognition for the island

has led to frequent rows with
China, which considers Taiwan a
renegade province. The commu-
nist regime has threatened to at-
tack if Taiwan ever declares for-
mal independence.

Johnny Ni, whoheads Taiwan’s
Small Business Administration,
noted the island already has re-
united with the mainland in some
ways. Taiwanese have built more
than 40,000 mainland factoriesand
trade and travel to the mainland is
booming.

“The Chinese employed by the
Taiwanese and their dependents
will oppose to the use of force
against us,” he said.

China general remains adapted to the ways of communism

WUHAN, China (AP) — Li
Yuxu could have escaped.

Ii was 1949, and Li was a ma-
jor general in the Nationalist
Chinese grmy that had just losta
civil war to the communists. His
sailor brother and other Nation-
alist troops were fleeing to Tai-
war.

Li had time to join them. But
while Taiwan is a thriving de-
mocracy now and one of Asia’s
most robust economies, then the
island was an impoverished out-
post with little to appeal to main-
landers.

“He didn’t want to go. I didn’t
want to go,” said Gao Sujun, Li’s
wife of 65 years. “We weren’t
(Nationalist) party members. He
was just a soldier.”

So Li stayed at his post in the
western city of Chengdu to face
the communists’ wrath.

That blow never came, Instead
of punishment, Li was sent back
to school and in 1952 to teach at
a war college. He spent three
decades as an instructor in com-
munist-run schools, trusted to
cultivate the young minds of
China’s military elite.

Li, 88, is a survivor of an era
that tore apart Chinese families
as soldiers and civilians chose
sides, with consequences thatare
still felt.

His brother, Ni Yue-si, fled
with Nationalist leader Chiang
Kai-shek and rose to command
Taiwan’s navy. At one point in
the 1960s Ni was days away from

taking partinan attempt torecap-
ture the mainland - a plan that
was dropped.

Four decades passed before
relations thawed between China
and Taiwan enough for the two
brothers to see each other again,
in 1990.

Li didn’t leave teaching until
1997, but his health has failed
since then. His mind is sharp, his
eyes bright and his handshake
firm, but illness has robbed him

of speech. His wife and children
speak for him.

He was part of China’s military
elite when he graduated in 1937
from the Whampoa Military
Academy founded by Sun Yat-
sen, leaderof the republican revo-
lution that ousted the last Chinese
emperor in 1911.

In the late *30s, the National-
ists and communists forged an
uneasy truce so they could fight a
Japanese invasion. But after the

Soldiers of the People’s Liberation Army Forces Hong Kong perform a military drill during a demonstration

end of World War I in 1945, they
turned on each other again:

Li spent much of his career
training officers. Lack of combat
action in a civil war with huge
deathtolls might have helped him
when the communists weighed
his postwar fate.

Other Nationalist soldiers spent
years in captivity and their chil-
dren were stigmatized. But Li
appears to have benefited from
communist attempts to appeal to
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held as part of a celebration, at the Hong Kong stadium, marking China’s National Day and the 50th
anniversary of the Chinese Communist Party on Friday.

AP

Nationalist supporters by show-
ing mercy in high-profile cases.

It also probably didn’t hurt
that Li’s brother-in-law - Gao’s
older brother - had been a com-
munist operative in the 1930s.
He died during World War II,
giving her family the hallowed
status of having sacrificed a son
for the nation.

Gao’s brothers tried in the
1930s torecruit Li into the party.

“He said, ‘Don’t recruit me; I
trustyou, and I’'m non-partisan,””
she recalled at the retirement
home where the couple is living
while Li recovers from his latest
illness.

Gao, herself a retired college
instructor, is briskly matter-of-
fact about what must have been
an extraordinary transformation
for Li from leading Nationalist
general to communist servant.

“At the Communist Party
school, he received educa-
tion, changed his thinking
and resolved those issues,”
she said.

Li spent nine years at a mili-
tary college in the far northeast-
ern city of Harbin, but transfered
to Wuhan in central China after
the bitter winters of the north
aggravated health problems.

Liwasregarded highly enough
by the government that from
1961 to 1997, he was appointed
to Hubei province’s Chinese
People’s Political Consultative
Committee, a powerless but

prominent advisory body.
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Embassy attack condemned

BANGKOK, (Reuters) -
Nobel peace laureate Aung San
Suu Kyi's National League for
Democracy condemned the
seizure of the Myanmar em-
bassy in Bangkok while dissi-
dent exiles and non-govern-
ment groups hailed Thailand
for ending the siege without
bloodshed.

In a statement seen on Sun-
day the Myanmar opposition
party said the attack by armed
dissidents styling themselves
the”Vigorous Burmese Stu-
dent Warriors” was contrary

to its non-violent principles.

“While we understand the
aspirations and frustrations of
students and other democracy
activists who have been forced
to leave Burma by the repres-
sive measures of the military
regime, we categorically con-
demn the seizure of the em-
bassy and the taking of
hostages,’the. statement said.

But the NLD, which won
Myanmar’s last election in
1990 by a landslide only for
the ruling military to ignore
the result, blamed the inci-

dent on repression in
Myanmar.

“We would like to draw the
attention of the world to the
fact that this act of violence at
the Burmese embassy in
Bangkok is an effect of the
many acts of injustice and cru-
elty repeatedly perpetrated by
the military regime in
Myanmar,”it said.

“Violence breeds violence,”
the statement added.

Five dissidents toting as-
sault rifles and grenades
stormed Myanmar’s embassy

Individuals taken hostage at the Myanmar Embassy in Bangkok, Thailand, form a shield around their captors
as they board a Royal Thai Army helicopter Saturday at a military field. The rebels, who seized the Myanmar
Embassy the day before, were to be flown to the Thai-Myanmar border for release. AP

Indonesia OKs Timor refugees return

KUPANG, Indonesia (AP) —
Indonesia will let the United Na-
tions fly refugees home to East
Timor from their squalid camps,
U.N. officials said Sunday, offer-
ing hope to more than 100,000
people evicted from their home-
land.

Craig Sanders, whoisleading a
U.N. assessment mission in West
Timor, told The Associated Press
that some refugees could be taken
back on U.N.-chartered flights as
early as Wednesday.

In Geneva, U.N. High Com-
missioner for Refugees Sadako
Ogata welcomed the news, which
she said was the first tangible
result of her meeting last month
with Indonesia’s president.

“If the return actually happens,
it will bring an end to the ordeal of
thousands of miserable people,”
she said.

Aid agencies say the majority
of the 230,000 refugees taken to
West Timor - many of them
against their will - would return if
given a chance.

Pro-Indonesian militias wenton

a bloody rampage in East Timor -

after the province voted over-
whelmingly to break away from
Indonesia, whichruled the former

Portuguese colony since 1975.

During a UNHCR visit to the
Gor refugee camp on Saturday,
West Timor’s governor, Piet
Alexander Tallo, announced to
10,000 refugees that they would
be able to leave.

“There was instant and sponta-
neous applause,” Sanders said.

Many of the refugees are in
camps controlled by the same
militias who wreaked havoc on
East Timor, and concerns remain
apout their safety.

Human rights groups also are
concerned about the Indonesian
demand for an advance list of all
the refugees wanting to return to
East Timor, fearing that those who
register may face retribution.

In East Timor, international
peacekeepers sweeping the area
near the West Timor border say
they have found an empty waste-
land.

About 800 soldiers were de-
ployed late last week in the west-
emn districts, in the largest and
most dangerous mission of the 2-
week-old peacekeeping opera-
tion.

Lt. Col. Mark Kelly said the
troops have seen no one since
encountering 40 refugees in the

early stages of the operation and
an armed militia group that scat-
tered at the sight of the soldiers.

Commanders of the largest
pro-Indonesia militia met in
West Timor Sunday and encour-
aged their men to keep fighting
to block East Timor’s indepen-
dence, the Antara news agency
reported.

“Weremain committed to hold-
ing the red and white flag in East
Timor,” said Joao da Silva
Tavares, head of the Pro-Integra-
tion Warriors, referring to the In-
donesian flag. “We are ready to
die for integration.”

U.S.and Australianintelligence
reports say upto 4,000 militia had
gathered near the border by last
week, possibly to stage guerrilla
strikes across the border.

David Wimhurst, chief of the
U.N. mission in Dili, told
Australia’s Channel Nine that In-
donesian help was essential in
delivering suppliesin East Timor,
and in reaching refugees in West
Timor.

Preparations were under way
foramajorfood distribution Tues-
day in which families would re-
ceive enoughrice tolast a month,
Wimhurst said.

on Friday and took 89 people
hostage. They demanded the
release of all Myanmar politi-
cal prisoners, dialogue be-
tween the military government
and the opposition, and con-
vening of a democratic par-
liament.

The siege ended after 25
hours of negotiations after
which Thailand provided a
helicopter to take the attack-
ers to a safe area on the Thai-
Myanmar border.

The 89 hostages freed in-
cluded 38 held in the main
embassy building and 51 who
could not leave the compound
because of the siege. Thai
media reports said the 38 com-
prised 19 Myanmar nationals,
five Thais, two French, two
Canadians, and one each from
Australia, Algeria, China, Tai-
wan, India, Singapore, Japan,
Germany, America and Ma-
laysia.

Thai Interior Minister Sanan
Kachornprasart said Thailand
gave the attackers safe pas-
sage as it did not consider
them “terrorists” but people
seeking democracy in their
own country.

This statement from a fel-
low member of the Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Na-
tions (ASEAN) is bound to
incense Myanmar’s generals
who called the attackers ter-
rorists.

The All Burma Students’
Democratic Front, the main
group of dissident students
who fled to Thailand from
military oppression, praised
the Thais for the peaceful
resolution of the siege and for
not cracking down on exiled

A British Gurkha army doctor treats an East Timorese child during a
day-long free consultation for the people of the Manatuto regency town
of Cariu, Sunday. International forces led by the British Gurkhas
ensured security for a convoy of U.N. food and medicine. AP

Myanmar pro-democracy
groups.

“The ABSDF hopes that pu-
nitive measures will not be
taken against the peaceful
democratic and ethnic groups
as a consequence of this re-
cent crisis,” it added.

The group expressed “sin-
cere regrets and genuine apol-
ogy” to Thailand and reaf-
firmed that it had not been and
would never be involved in
such violence.

Nine Thai-based non-govern-
ment organisations said the in-
cident showed the need for the
world to make a genuine com-
mitment to a peaceful solution
to Myanmar’s problems.

In a statement they praised
Thailand, and especially
Deputy Foreign Minister
Sukhumbhand Paribatra for
temporarily exchanging him-
self for the freed hostages.

However, they urged Thai-
land as chair of ASEAN to
initiate a diplomatic offensive

by the regional group and its.

dialogue partners to push for.
political reform in Myanmar.
Sukhumbhand has previously
rebuffed such demands from
the Myanmar opposition.

“We are concerned that un-
less the root causes of the
problems in Burma are re-
solved peacefully and politi-
cally, the danger of similar
hostage crises will still
exist,’the statement said.

In praising the central gov-
ernment, the statement urged
Thai local authorities not to
embark on asecurity backlash
against exile groups that ad-
vocated non-violent pursuit of
democracy.
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Clinton faces test ban fight

WASHINGTON (AP) — As
it presses for Senate ratifica-
tion of a nuclear test ban treaty,
the Clinton administration
must overcome Republican
anxiety over the CIA’s inabil-
ity to verify low-level under-
ground nuclear explosions in
other countries.

The administration contends
the shortcomings in the CIA’s
monitoring capabilities give
reason to ratify the Compre-
hensive Test Ban Treaty.

Republicans, who control the
Senate, disagree. They also
contend the treaty, signed by
154 countries, is flawed in
other ways and would amount
to unilateral disarmament by
the United States.

Twice last month, U.S. in-
telligencé saw signs of activ-
ity in Russia that could have
indicated secret testing. The
CIA was unable to say with
certainty exactly what was
happening.

“We don’t know that there
was any testing going on,”
White House Chief of Staff
John Podesta said Sunday on
CNN’s “Late Edition.” He
added: “This isreally an argu-
ment for the treaty.”

After the fall of the Soviet
Union, President Bush signed
a limited testing moratorium
to take effect Oct. 1, 1992, for
nine months. President
Clinton continued the mora-
torium - the country’s last test
was in September 1992 - then
signed the comprehensive glo-
bal treaty in 1996.

The treaty, a plank in the
1992 Democratic Party plat-

form, went to the Senate for

ratification in 1997. It lan-
guished in the Senate until last
week, when Majority Leader
Trent Lott, R-Miss., unexpect-
edly scheduled a full Senate
vote for Oct. 12, o
Struggling for the 67 votes
necessary for ratification, the

ANGELES, (Reuters) — As
U.S. President Bill Clinton

million Democratic fund-raising
tour, the White House on Sun-
day dismissed the idea that the
country suffers from “Clinton
fatigue.”

Clinton fatigue and its poten-
tial drag on the presidential cam-
paign of Vice President Al Gore
has been the talk of Washington
for months. Polls show Ameri-
cans are weary of scandals like
the Monica Lewinsky affair,
which led to the president’s im-
peachment by the House of Rep-
resentatives last December.

A survey released last April
by the Pew Centre for People &
the Press reported that 74 per-
cent of respondents agree with
the statement: “I'm tired of all
the problems associated with the
Clinton administration.”

But White House spokesman
Joe Lockhart said he has seenno
sign of Clinton fatigue among
Clinton supporters who want to
help Democrats raise money for
the 2000 elections, including
among those who attended this
weekend’s seven events.

He said Clinton fatigue was
being nurtured by the pundits
inside the Washington Beltway,
the highway that rings the capi-
tal.

“In the salons of Georgetown,
I think Clinton fatigue is all the
rage at the dinner parties,”said
Lockhart. “Outside the Beltway
they just don’t know what we’re
talking about in Washington.”

At a barbecue that raised
$350,000 forthe re-electioncam-
paign of Representative Brad
Sherman, a California Democrat,
Clinton said since he cannot run
again, “What I do most of the
time is just try to give you every
day I've got left to be the best
president I can.”

White House tired of
‘Clinton fatigue’ talk

wrapped up a three-day, $2.5

He stepped up attacks on Re-
publicans blocking his budget
proposals and noted the U.S. eco-
nomic boom during his tenure
had beenindiscriminate. “We’ve
let the Republicans make money
too,” he said.

Among those benefiting from
the robusteconomy, Clinton said,
is Texas Gov. George W. Bush,
whose presidential campaign has
brought in the staggering sum of
$56 million.

“Why do you think Gov. Bush
has so much money in his cam-
paign treasury?” Clinton said.
“I’ve been thinking about listing
that as one of the seminal accom-
plishments of my economic
policy, the George Bush cam-
paign treasury.”

Complaining about budget
negotiations with the Republi-
can-led Congress, Clinton told
his audience that “you have no
idea” how badithasbeen. “How-
ever bad you think it is, multiply
it by three or four,” he said.

Clinton has largely shrugged
off questions about the fatigue
factor. In speeches on this fund-
raising trip, he emphasised that
he had presided over the longest
peacetime expansionin U.S. his-
tory, with more than 19 million
new jobs, the lowest unemploy-
ment in 29 years and the first
back-to-back budget surplusesin
42 years.

Lockhart said he interpreted
the polls to mean Americans are
tired of partisan politics in Wash-
ington. He pointed out that
Clinton’s public approval rating
remains high, at about 60 per-
cent, higher than Republican
Ronald Reagan's rating at a simi-
lar point in Reagan’s two-term
presidency.

“It’s just not something that
ke (Clinton) takes very seri-
ously,” Lockhart said of

Clinton fatigue.

White House began a cam-
paign this weekend to boost
the treaty, complaining of a
sneak attack by Lott in giving
only 10 days to make a case.

Lott’s spokesman, John
Czwartacki, said Sunday that
Lott opposes the treaty for sev-
eral reasons. The “verifiability
issue” isone, he said, “but that’s
not the primary one.”

Testing is vital to mainte-
nance of nuclear stockpiles,
Czwartacki said. Itis not wise
“to unilaterally disarm at a
time when North Korea is
making strides in its nuclear

# %

program, and China, through
ill-gotten means, also is mak-
ing progress in its program,”
he said.

“If this administration
chooses not to test, that is a
decision they will make. But
why would we want to hand-
cuff future administrations?”

CIA Director George Tenet
is scheduled to give secret
briefings in Congress and tes-
tify in private hearings this
week. He is likely to be grilled
on the low-level testing ques-
tion.

A U.S. intelligence official

said Sunday the CIA repeat-
edly has discussed with law-
makers the difficulty in moni-
toring such tests.

David Leavy, spokesman for
the National Security Coun-
cil, said ratifying the treaty
would “give us more tools to
verify, and it will constrain
others from testing,” partly
because of the political pres-
sure that 150 signatories bring.

“The United States does not
test and has no plans to, Leavy
said. “This treaty bans other
countries. It is about prevent-
ing nuclear war.”

President Clinton discusses nuclear waste management with Senators Richard Bryan, D-Nev. (leff), Max

Baucus, D-Mont. (center left), and Harry Reid, D-Nev. Friday aboard Air Force One. AP

We, the family of the late

+'Qicente Dig. Babauta

would like to inform our relatives and friends that the 10th
Death Anniversary Rosary of our beloved will be said
nightly at 8:00 p.m. beginning Sunday, October 3rd, 1999
to Sunday, October 10th, 1999 at the residence of
Mr. e Mrs. Max e» Luisa Arriola in
Chalan Kanoa Dist.#2.
On Monday, October 11th, Rosary will be said at 12 noon
and the Anniversary Mass will be offered at
5:00 p.m., Mt. Carmel Cathedral, Chalan Kanoa.

Please join us in Prayers.

St YiL'us Ma'ase.
The Family
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Report: Gore aide abused funds

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Vice President Al Gore said
Sunday his “close friend”
Tony Coelho will stay on as
his campaign chairman de-
spite a government report
finding questionable financial
management while Coelho di-

1998 world’s fair in Portugal.

“Tony Coelho is doing a ter-
rific job. He’s my close friend,
and he's going to continue
doing a great job,” Gore said
on CBS’s “Face the Nation.”

“He is staying, and T haven't
seen this report, but I know

11

added.

Gore said he did not think
Americans would see the re-
port on Coelho as relevant to
the campaign for the 2000
Democratic presidential nomi-
nation.

“People thatI talk to are not
interested in inside baseball,”

rected the U.S. pavilionatthe  him,” the vice president

DEATH & FUNERAL ANNOUNCEMENT

ROSA CONCEPCION AGUON better known as
“Rosan Pedron Tanduk” of Papago (formerly from
Chalan Kanoa Dist. 2), was called to her eternal

> rest at 08:45 p.m. on October 01, 1999 at the age of 78.

She is Pre-deceased by her:
Husband.:

Sons/Daughter:

Parents:

Parents-In-Law:

Brother:
Brothers/Sisters-In-Law:

Pedro Mafnas Aguon
Francisco C. Aguon, Gregorio C. Aguon, Juan C. Aguon and Maria C. Aguon
Francisco Gumataotao Concepcion & Maria Sablan Concepcion
Santiago Estrada Aguon & Maria Perez Mafnas

Thomas Sablan Concepcion

Antonio M. Aguon, Ramon M. Aguon, Jose M. Aguon, Dorothee M. Aguon,
Ana M. Aguon, Regina B. Concepcion, Enrique Santos, Francisco Borja,
Jose Reyes and Juan Pangelinan

Her spirit and memories will live in the hearts of her:

Children & Spouses:
*Elphidia A. & Jesus A. Manalo
Ricardo A. Manalo (Raquel), Jose A. Manalo (Donna), Ivan A. Manalo (Maryann Celis) & Geraldine Manalo

*Margarita A. & Ignacio C. Aldan

Alex A. Aldan (Shawn), Peter A. Aldan (Frances Guerrero), Agnes A. Aldan (James Wallace),
Raymond A. Aldan, Manuela A. Aldan, Maria A. Tuuth (Al), Rosaline A. Mantanona (John),
Francisco Dlg. Aldan (dec), Joaquin Aldan (Elisa), Rita A. Sablan (Frank), Bermnie A. Sablan (George),
Juan Aldan (Patricia), Elizabeth A./Edward Manalili, & Ignacio “Cutz” Aldan (Jacqueline)

*Isabel A. & Jacinto C. Cruz
Eric A. Cruz (Bemice), Jean A. Cruz, Mary Jane A. Cruz (Rodrick), Raymond A. Cruz (Laura),
Evelyn A. Cruz (Frank Castro), Michael A. Cruz & Nancy A. Cruz (Glenn Villagomez)

*Soledad A. & James David Castro
Joanne T. Deleon Guerrero (Frank), Frankie A. Torres (Jennifer Sablan), Elson A. Torres (Virginia Cruz),
Sheila A. Castro & Savannah A. Castro

*Carmen A. & Felipe Ty. Fejeran
Phillip A. Fejeran (Wilma Atalig) & MardyAnn A. Fejeran

*Rainaldo C. & Connie C. Aguon
Ray Anthony C. Aguon (Marlene Sablan), Nadine C. Aguon (Everett Indalecio), Joey C. Aguon (Sandra Aldan),
Rodney C. Aguon (Elizabeth Benavente), Elton C. Aguon, Kenneth C. Aguon & Allan C. Aguon

*Thomas C. & Donna U. Leong-Aguon
Eleanor A. Alvarado (James), Thomas *“Jr.” (Marie Matagolai), Peter John, Joseph, Rose & Margaret

*Rudolfo C. & Josephine P. Aguon
John P. Aguon (Alice Kintoki), Christine A. Achas (Marvin), Elaine A. Taisipic (Greg),
Heinz P. Aguon (Janice Nabong) & Michael P. Aguon

*Augustin C. & Annie Aguon
Don August. RoseAnn A. Smith (Jeffrey), Sophia D. Aguon (Alfred Haro), Ron Derek, Marlena D. Aguon (Clarence
Tupas), Bemnice, Jessie John, Flora, Christian, Antonio, Margaret Fely, Akio & Augustin Jr.

*Jose C. Aguon & Vivian Kapileo
Deric Joseph

*Francisco C. & Tina Marie M. Aguon
Carla RacAnn, Tania Marie & Frankie Anthony

*Francisco A. & Josefa Torres

Sister:

Consolacion Concepcion Pangelinan

Brothers/Sisters-In-Law & Spouses:
Ignacia A. Santos, Rosa A. Reyes, Engracia A. Borja, Juan M. & Merced Aguon
and Joaquin M. & Antonia Aguon

He is additionally survived by 83 Great-Grandchildren, 4 Great-Great-Grandchildren,
numerous Uncles, Aunties, Nephews, Neices and Cousins.

Nightly rosary is being said @ 8:00p.m. @ the residence of

Mr. & Mrs. Felipe Ty. Fejeran (Carmen) in Dan Dan Village.

Last respect will be paid on Saturday, October 09, 1999 beginning @ 8:00 a.m.

@ the Mt. Carme] Cathedral. Mass will be @ 11:00 a.m. and interment will follow at
the Chalan Kanoa Cemetary. Lunch will be served right after the burial at

the Mt. Carmel Cathedral Compound.

Al Gore

he said.

The State Department’s in-
spector general found poten-
tial improprieties in Coelho’s
work as U.S. commissioner
general for the world’s fair in
Lisbon, a post to which he was
appointed in June 1996. The
job, with the United State’s
Information Agency, included
fund-raising for, as well as the
design, fabrication and opera-
tion of the U.S. pavilion at the
fair.

A report by investigators
found Coelho improperly used
$210,000 in donated airline
tickets, unnecessarily kept an
expensive chauffeur-driven
Mercedes and hired his niece
for a $2,500-a-month job.

The report said Coelho also

Tony Coelho

obtained a personal loan of
$300,000 from a Portuguese
bank for a private foundation
to use for a memorial sculp-
ture, listing it as a liability on
the USIA’s records. The U.S.
government could be respon-
sible if the loan is not paid,
the inspector general said.

Coelho’s personal lawyer,
Stanley Brand, has said his
client did not violate any laws
in a job that did not pay him a
salary.

Brand acknowledged “there
may have been management
lapses” as in many govern-
ment contract programs, but
contended most of the nega-
tive conclusions were aimed
at USIA officials rather than
Coelho personally.

any ]
down and try to work these
mattersout,” .
_to meet

_done every 10 years for the
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High court to decide Hawaii rights

Harold “Freddie” Rice poses next to one of his horses at his Waimea,

Hawaii, home in this Aug. 11, 1999 photo. Rice filed suit against the
state in 1996 after he was denied a ballot to vote in the Office of
Hawaiian Affairs election because he is Caucasian. The U.S. Supreme
Court is now considering his appeal in the case. AP

HONOLULU (AP)—Harold

“Freddy” Rice sees his family

as amicrocosm of the islands’
racially mixed population:
Diverse, but not always equal.

Born and raised on the is-
lands, Rice is a white rancher
whose great-grandfather was
governor of Kauai under the
last island queen,
Lili’uokalani. In Hawaii’s
melting pot, two of his grand-

children are considered Ha-

waiian - and therefore eligible
for special state and federal
benefits. Three are not.

“What do I tell my grand-
children, that some of them
are different? Some are privi-
leged, some need assistance,
some can't go to (Hawaiians-
only) Kamehameha Schools?”
Rice said. “When you see it in
your own family it becomes
real obvious.”

For the last three years, Rice
has been challenging a state
law giving Hawaiians special
race-based voting privileges.

On Wednesday, the 62-year-
old rancher will break from
tending cattle on his Big Is-
land spread to listen to argu-
ments before the U.S. Supreme
Court.

Across the country, the ar-
guments have drawn the at-
tention of those on either side
of the debate involving mi-
nority groups and affirmative
action.

“The potential implications
could be great for all native
peoples in the United States,”
said Jon Van Dyke, a Univer-
sity of Hawaii constitutional
law professor. “There’s not
much logic in differentiating
Native Americans from native
Hawaiians. So if Hawaiians
can’t be given special rights,
it would be hard to justify them
for other Native Americans.”

Briefs in support of the state
have been filed by the Na-
tional Congress of American
Indians, the Alaska Native
Federation, the Justice Depart-
ment, and Alabama, Califor-
nia, Nevada, New Mexico,
Oklahoma and Oregon.

Supporting Rice were Rob-

ert Bork, the conservative
commentator and former Su-
preme Court nominee, and The
Campaign for a Color-Blind
America, a Texas-based orga-
nization that has backed legal
challenges of voting districts
drawn on racial lines.

At issue are elections held
by the quasi-state Office of
Hawaiian Affairs, established
in 1978 to run a $300 million
trust that benefits the islands’
estimated 200,000 residents of
Hawaiian blood. The office
oversees a wide variety of eco-
nomic, social, health and edu-
cation programs.

State law says only residents
who descend from those is-
landers living here prior to
1778, when British Capt.
James Cook made the first
Western contact, can serve on
the office’s board of nine trust-
ees, or vote in OHA elections.

About 20 percent of the
state’s population have some
Hawaiian blood, according to
the OHA.

After being denied a ballot
to vote for the board, Rice sued
Gov. Ben Cayetano, claiming
the elections violate the 14th
Amendment’s guarantees of
equal protection and the 15th
Amendment’s guarantees
against racial discrimination.

U.S. District Judge David
Ezra disagreed, saying Hawai-
ians enjoy a special trust rela-
tionship with the federal gov-
ernment that justifies the vot-
ing requirements. The 9th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals con-
curred, saying the voting re-
striction “is not primarily ra-
cial, but legal and political.”

Unlike American Indians,
native Hawaiians are notarec-
ognized tribe.

“The Supreme Court has
provided Hawaiians with an
opportunity to stand tall be-
fore this nation and demand
our rights as the indigenous
people of these islands,” said
OHA trustee chairwoman
Rowena Akana.

To The Campaign for a
Color-Blind America, an af-
firmation of the lower courts’

rulings could lead to race-
based elections in many other
states.

“This case could lead to a
deprivation of voting rights
of large populations in a num-

ber of states if the declaration
of a spec!al relationship with
a minority population is
enough to justify racial dis-
crimination in voting,” said
the group’s Shannen Ce 4.

The Clinton administration,
which apologized to Hawai-
ians in 1993 for U.S. involve-
ment in the illegal 1893 over-
throw of Queen Lili’uokalani,
is backing the state.

LOC AL .
3 SeniE “"E VINYL SIGNS: For indoor/outdoor with col-
y ors, style and quality, on wood, glass, metal,
plastic cloth and walls, designed in computer
graphics, drtistically drafted, composed with
a lot of talent and knowledge, is now avail-
able at Younis Art Studio, Inc.

VINYL BANNERS: On cloth and'plastic
materials, from 1-5 feet wide and length from
3 feet to 50 or 75 feet and more, with any
color, letters size and style and rich graph-
ics. -

Also hand painted signs and banners, artis-
tically designed and colored on any mate-
rial surface of all sizes.

DIGITAL PRINT: Signs for inside markets/
 stores/shops in full colors with print of the
goods/merchandise on plastic sheets/
boards or on transparencies on special pa-
 per or cloth for ceiling hang for display or
Sl above shelves, counters and merchandise

#8 stands, can easily be produced by the tal-
ented and capable sign makers at YAS Sign
B System.

B Full color digital print for back light in shops

B window or special display in the outdoor,

MR such as food items, drinks cosmetics, per-
Bl fumes, jewelry and many more.

Vinyl signs are durable, colorful and guar-
anteed to last for five to seven years in all
weather conditions and stands heat tem-
perature 40-180 degrees Fahrenheit.

3
5
]
5

at N\ Younis Art Studio, Inc., in Garapan.
Telephone Nos. 234-6341 ¥ 234-7578 ¥
234-9797 ¥ 234-9272 or Fax No. 234-9271.

LET US KEEP CNMI LITTER FREE.

| DRIVE SAFELY |
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Allied jets bomb north Iraq

BAGHDAD, (Reuters) - An
Iraqi military spokesmansaid U.S.
and British aircraft bombed civil-
ian targets in northern Iraq on
Sunday before being driven off
by Iraqi defences.

The spokesman, quoted by the
official Iraqgi News Agency, said
the planes flew 12 sorties over
northern Iraq at 12:45 p.m. (0945

A right-wing Israeli wearing a mask deAJ
cars during a demonstration against t

Kiryat Gat, Israel.

GMT), and had bombed a civil-
iantarget. He did not mention any
casualties.

“Hostile crows...flew over re-
gions in the provinces of Duhok,
Arbil, Nineveh and attacked anum-
ber of service and civilian installa-
tions,” the spokesman said.

Ground forces intercepted the
planes “and forced them to leave

icting Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat pretends to fire on passing
e opening of a “safe passage” route for Palestinians Sunday near

our airspace, retreating disap-
pointingly into the bases of evil
from where they came in Turkish
territories.”

U.S. and British planes patrol
no-fly zones overIraq’s north and
south. The exclusion zones were
imposed by the West after the
1991 Gulf War over Kuwait to
protect opponents of President

AP

: gh the wrecxage, ey o
‘casionally. found body parts of
those killed in'the raid.

- Pourteen of the 28 killed were

lious territory.
Russia began’ the raids: afteér

Mustim militants from Chechnya

- Dagestan.

the Russian military

BELGRADE, Yugoslavia (AP)
— Allies of Yugoslav President
Slobodan Milosevic plan to pro-
voke violence at street protests to
create a pretext for a crackdown
on opponents, an opposition
leader warned Sunday.

The warning came as more than
15,000 demonstrators turned out
in Belgrade on Sunday for the
13th consecutive day of protest
rallies. Several thousand more
gathered in the northern town of
Novi Sad, Serbia’s second largest
city, also demanding Milosevic’s
resignation.

“There are secret plans... to
stage an incident in which anum-

ber of policemen would be hurt, to
put the blame on opposition, re-
shape public opinion and then
move to arrest protest leaders, ban
the rallies and introduce a form of
emergency situation,” Zoran
Djindjic, head of the Democratic
Party and a central figure in the
anti-Milosevic rallies, said at a
press conference.

On Wednesday and Thursday,
riot police beat protesters whenthey
tried to hold a larger protest march.
Dozens, including five policemen,
were injured then and several op-
position activists were detained.

Djindjic, who has always advo-
cated peaceful protests, claimed

Milosevic said plotting crackdown

he knew of the plan from insiders
close to Milosevic.

“IThope that people in the police
and the army are alert to this...
Milosevic applied such tactics in
(the wars) in Croatia, Bosnia in
Kosovo ... to provoke violence,
push people into bloodshed and
then play the peacemaker.”

The Democratic Party, part of
the umbrella group Alliance For
Change, has been in the forefront
of organizing the daily rallies in
major Serbian towns designed to
force the president toresign after
he led the country into the disas-
trous war in Kosovo against
NATO and ethnic Albania.

Saddam Hussein.

In Germany, the United States
European Command said on Sun-
day that aircraft monitoring the
northern no-fly zone in Iraq
bombed air defence systems after
being shot at twice by anti-air-
craft guns.

Stuttgart-based Eucom said in
a statement the exchange hap-

pened near the Saddam Dam,
northwest of the city of Mosul. It
said all planes left the area safely.

In London, a British defence
ministry spokesman said: “We
do not bomb Iraqi civilians.” He
said British aircraft provided
reconnaisance in the no-fly zone
operation and would respond in
self-defence.

Israel, Palestinians fail
to clinch passage deal

JERUSALEM, (Reuters) - Is-
raeli and Palestinian negotiators
have failed in another round of
talks to end a security dispute
delaying the opening of the first
Palestinian “safe passage” across
Israel.

After four hours of negotia-
tions late on Sunday, spokesmen
forboth sides said the teams would
meet again on Monday.

“There were some suggestions
made during the meeting and I
think we will finish in tomorrow’s
session,” Jamil Tarifi, a Palestin-
ian cabinet minister on the nego-
tiating team, told Reuters.

The route, which was to have
been inaugurated on Sunday, is
meant to answer years of com-
plaints that Israeli measures pre-
vent Palestinians in the separate
self-rule areas of Gaza and the
West Bank from seeing friends
and family.

Tarifi said two security issues

still had to be resolved: who will
issue magnetic passage cards that
will allow Israel to monitor the
identity of Palestinians using the
passage, and Israeli powers of
arrest along the route.

Once opened, the safe passage
will run between Gaza and the
southern West Bank near Hebron.

German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeer (left) walks in Wiesbaden,

Asecondroute between Gazaand
the northern West Bank is due to
be determined next week.

Aninterim peace deal signed in
Egypt last month by Israeli Prime
Minister Ehud Barak and Pales-
tinian President Yasser Arafat
paved the way for the negotia-
tions on finalising transit proce-
dures for routes that were sup-
posed to open in 1995.

“We took the Israeli concerns
and they took our concerns and
what we did tonight was try to
marry the concern-and we hopé
we will succeed,” chief Palestin-
ian negotiator Saeb Erekat told
reporters after Sunday’s session.

In public comments earlier,
Erekat spoke of the possibility of
a “joint mechanism” for issuing
the safe passage identity cards.

A spokeswoman for Public
Security Minister Shlomo Ben-
Ami, who led the Israeli delega-
tion at the talks near Jerusalem,
said: “A few suggestions were
put forward to solve the
problems...the climate during
the talks was good.”

Earlier on Sunday, hundreds of
Israelis protested against plans to
open the route, along which Pal-
estinians will travel in Israeli-
guarded bus convoys.

Germany, during the celebrations for the ninth anniversary of the
German reunification Sunday, accompanied by former Chancellor

Helmut Kohl (right).

AP
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Paris fashion shows kick off

PARIS (AP) — Ready-to-
wear clothes for spring 2000
flew down the runway in dashes
of hot or pastel colors at
Balmain’s show Sunday at the
beginning of a hectic fashion
week.

Designed by Gilles Dufour,
lately of Chanel as Karl
Lagerfeld’s assistant, the
clothes were light and bright.

Casual, sometimes sexy looks
came out with airy little skirts,
uneven hemlines and splatter
prints. They were topped by
pretty, small sweaters in pastel
stripes, sometimes with scat-
tered sequins.

Sweaters could be worn by
the small gaggle of aristocratic
Balmain clients who attended
the show. But they looked be-
mused rather than thrilled, and
would probably prefer Balmain
couture - still by Oscar de la
Renta.

Other brief dresseshad a cast-
away look with their torn-edged
hems. Pinks, blues and laven-
ders came out with corals in
tailored little jackets with un-
finished edges and silk skirts.

And there was Claudia
Schiffer, former Chanel top
model. She looked great in her

two-piece light beige chiffon
with a touch of flounces, plus a
sprinkling of rhinestone
spangles. Schiffer did not pa-
rade in any of the hot-pants-
style bikinis or monokinis,
sporting various jackets.

Long and shorter or uneven-
hem chiffons in all pastel colors
of the rainbow, but especially
strong shades like emerald,
grass green and salmon, ended
the young and colorful show on
a high note.

The mood was also upbeat at
Ines de la Fressange’s show. But
itwasall anact: the former Chanel
model was fired a few months ago
by the majority shareholders of
her company and was not around
for her last show.

Nonetheless, crowds turned

out to see the collection she had
planned.

For daytime, her sleek
pinstriped suits with sequined
leaf motifs were peppy and dis-
tinctive, yet classical enough for
fairly conservative dressers.

Adding Latin spice to the
show were hot-colored silk and
mixed-fabric knotted blouses,
bras and short skirts, plus some
titillating bikinis with little
beaded fringes.

Thierry Mugler acknowledges
applause at the end of his Spring-
Summer 2000 ready-to-wear col-
lection presented in Paris Sun-
day. ’ AP

She put her own silvery tree-
like logo on some of the appeal-
ing evening wear. And the little
black dress got an update with a
red sequined hip belt and high
hip slit. '

The show was sparked with live
entertainment, songs from actress-
singers Gabrielle Lazure and
Yolanda Graves - in attractive
InesdelaFressange evening gear.

It was a better-than-ever of-
fering, so fashion followers
hope she’ll find new backing.

ctress Gwyneth Paltrow (middle), and her father Bruce Paltrow (left)

walk through the garden of Greenacres, in Beverly Hills, Calif., during

an annual brunch Sunday to benefit the Rape Treatment Center of

Santa Monica-UCLA Medical Center. AP

NYC art exhibit
draws thousands

NEW YORK (AP) — The curi-
ous gathered in long lines for a
second day to see the art exhibit
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani found so
offensive hecutthe museum’sfund-
ing, a decision he defended again
on Sunday.

The art critics, meanwhile, had
mixed reviews.

The New Yorker magazine said
the controversialexhibitatthe Brook-
lyn Museum of Art “‘offers plenty of
targets for indignation” - such as a
rotting cow’s head covered with flies
and mannequins of little girls with
genitals on their faces.

But the reviewer called the piece
of art at the heart of the firestorm -
apainting of a black madonna with
a clump of elephant dung and cut-
outs from pornographic magazines
- “gorgeous, sweet and respectful
of its subject.”

Time magazine scritic called the
exhibit “a sheep in wolf's cloth-
ing”thathas “generated more noise
than it deserves.” The critic dis-
missed the Madonna portrait as
having *‘no real depth.”

The museum - which usually
gets little notice from either tour-
ists or the media - is basking in the
attention. More than 9,200 people
viewed “Sensation” Saturday, its
firstday. It was the largest opening
in the museum’s 175-year history.

A modelsports aknitting wool bra
overablue shortby Jean-Charles
de Castelbajac for the Spring-
Summer 2000 in Paris Sunday.
AP

Sergio Altieri put on a lively
show ‘for Pierre Cardin, bor-
rowing some of the master’s
tricks like looped panels used
as skirt fringes, adding modern
art touches like squares of trans-
parent tunic dresses.

Cardin himself introduced
Altieri, who’s been doing the
ready-to-wear for several sea-
sons. “He’s worked at the house
for 24 years, said Cardin, “and
has now personalized the col-
lection, which is truly his own,

and young and fresh.”

The little skirt suits in crisp
white and yellow linen with pan-
eled skirts like maypole ribbons
looked good enough to buy fora
spring gala lunch.

It was all flowing, mainly in
whites and pastel colors, though
not everybody with money
might like to show off the navel
like an exotic belly-dancer, as
some of the bright chiffon
evening wear and taffeta
ballgowns did.

Plenty of flesh was revealed
in younger designer Stella
Cadente’s collection, looking a
bit sticky rather than chic on the
short, undistinguished models.

A lot of topless views were
available in the shiny and lurex
looks, such as a fringed capelet
over silvery hip pants. And of
course the bare midriff was de
rigueur here, as in other spring
collections.

The oddest idea was the-body
wig, like something out of Dick
Tracy in the 1950s, such as Gravel
Gertie would have worn. Cadente
showed wig-like white hair as a-
bosom fringe or as a skirt, with.
ostrich feathers thrown in for the
festive evening notes. Tracy would
have loved it.

Landmark gay rights law
gets signed in California

SACRAMENTO, Calif.,
(Reuters) — California Gov.
Gray Davis has signed a land-
mark package of new laws ex-
tending protections for'gays and
lesbiansinschools, the workplace
and their own homes in what gay
rights groups said Sunday was a
major step forward.

“These three bills will send a
message across this country and
around the world that we are de-
termined to unleash the full po-
tential of the human spirit here in
California,” Davis said in anews
release after signing the bills late
Saturday.

“They will help us to beat back
the forces of hatred and discrimi-
nation that strike at the very heart
of what it means to be Califor-
nian.”

The three measures include one
establishing a statewide registry
for domestic partnerships among
elderly people - both gay and
straight - and providing hospital
visitation rights and health ben-
efits to for the domestic partners
of state employees.

Another bill makes it unlawful
to discriminate against people in
employment or housing based
upon their sexual orientation, and
athird bans discrimination against
gay students and teachers in Cali-
fornia public schools.

The schools bill drew the most
heated debate, with opponents
saying that enough laws were al-

ready on the books to prevent
discrimination.

But Davis sided with gay rights
advocates, saying that California
should join Wisconsin, Massachu-
setts and Connecticut in explic-
itly forbidding anti-gay prejudice
and harassment in the school sys-
tem.

“I refuse to allow hatred and
ignorance to taint our schools, our
classrooms and our children,”
Davis said in remarks prepared
for delivery Saturday at a gay
rights dinner in Los Angeles.

Gay rights groups hailed Davis’
move as setting an important new
national precedent for gay rights
protections.

“This is definitely the mostim-
portant piece of legislation affect-
ing gay and lesbian students to
have passed in this country,” said
David Smith, communications
director for the Human Rights
Campaign, the nation’slargest gay
and lesbian political group, said
Sunday.

“California is very significant
because it has tremendous influ-
ence overotherstates,” Smith said.
“It tends to be a bellwether in
establishing precedent that quite
often domino effects across the
country. Its a tremendous step
forward.”

Conservative groups have op-
posed the gay rights legislation,
calling it “anti-family” and op-
posed to religion.

PUPPIES FOR SALE
German Shepherd
3 females DOB 8/31/99
Black Tan $800.00 each
Call Ben after 5:00 pm or
leave message if interested.
234-3901

RUSH SALE. These must go!

« TOYOTA COROLLA ‘92, 4DR, A/C, STEREQ
STANDARD TRANSM., GOOD CONDITION
PRICE: $3;800- NEW PRICE: $3300 ONLY

 STEEL SHELF 72" X 32 $50

© COMPUTER BACK UP BATTERY $50

SERIOUS BUYERS CALL 235-3488
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Employment Wanted

 WithiM

- Job Vacancy”
“Announcement

PUBLIC NOTICE

All interested resident workers are
urged to register at the
Dept. of Labor & Immigration,
Division of Employment Services for
the job/s being adverttised in which
you are qualified and available.
For turther assistance,
please call Alfred A. Pangslinan at
Tel. 664-2078.

01 COMPUTER TECHNICIAN (FIELD
SERVICE ENGINEER)-Salary: $6.00
per hour plus $225.00/month housing
Contact: IBSS (CNMI) CORPORATION
Tel. 234-8002(10/12)T80827

01 F & B MANAGER-Salary: $1,000-
2,800.00 per month
Contact: PACIFIC MICRONESIA COR-
PORATION dba Dai-Ichi Hotel Tel. 234-
6412(10/12)T80828

01 COMM. CLEANER-Salary: $3.05 per
hour

Contact: ROLAND G. JASTILLANA dba
Empire Properties Tel. 234-8779(10/
12)T80829

01 COOK-Salary: $3.70 per hour

01 WAITRESS (Restaurant)-Salary:
$3.05-3.50 per hour

01 AUTOMOTIVE MECHANIC-Salary:
$3.05-5.50 per hour

03 GREENSKEEPER-Salary: $3.05-
5.00 per hour

03 GROUNDSKEEPER-Salary: $3.05-
6.00 per hour

Contact: SUWASO CORPORATION
dba Coral Ocean Point Resort Club Tel.
234-7000(10/5)T80717

Contact: ROLAND G. JASTILLANA dba -

Golden Lobster Restaurant Tel. 234-
8779(10/12)T80830

01 MAINT. MECHANIC-Salary: $3.75
per hour

Contact: BASIC CONSTRUCTION
SUPPLY CORP. Tel. 234-8779(10/
12)T80831

01 SALES MANAGER-Salary: $8.00-
15.00 per hour

10 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary: $3.05-3.60 per hour

07 CUTTER (MACHINE)-Salary: $3.05-
3.60 per hour

07 IRONER, PRESSER MACHINE-Sal-
ary: $3.05-3.60 per hour

Contact: MICHIGAN, INC. Tel. 234-
9555(10/12)T32848

02 BEAUTICIAN-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: SBR ENT.,, INC. dba Lizelle
Beauty Parlor and Dress Shop Tel. 235-
4536(10/12)T32849

01 INSTRUCTOR SPORTS (SCUBA
DIVING)-Salary: $850-1,100.00 per
month

Contact: COMMONWEALTH MARINE
LEISURE CORP. dba Marine Sports &
Leisure Tel. 234-8434(10/12)T32850

02 OFFSET (PRINTNG) OPERATOR
PRESS-Salary: $3.05-3.20 per hour

01 (CAMERAMAN), STRIPPER-Salary:
$3.05-3.20 per hour

02 (COMPUTER), GRAPHIC ARTIST-
Salary: §3.05-3.40 per hour

Contact: ASG CORPORATION dba Elite
Printing Tel. 233-6465(10/12)T32851

01 UPHOLSTERY WORKER-Salary:
$4.05 per hour

Contact: ARTHUR S. ANULAO dba
Arthur's Enterprises Tel. 234-0692(10/
12)T32852

01 PRODUCTION MANAGER, REPRO-
DUCTION-Salary: $600.00-3,500.00 per
month

Contact: SAIPAN TV PRODUCTION,
INC. Tel. 234-0386(10/12)T32855

01 MAINTENANCE MECHANIC-Salary:
$4.00 per hour

Contact: BERNADITAR. CABRERAdba
North Shore Marine Sports Tel. 288-
5539(10/12)T32857

01 MASON-Salary: $3.05 per hour

01 HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHANIC-
Salary: $3.05-4.40 per hour

Contact: CAMACHO EQUIPMENT
COMPANY, INC. Tel. 322-9715(10/
12)T32860

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary: $3.25-3.75 per hour

02 WAITER/WAITRESS-Salary: $3.05
per hour

Contact: ANICIA C. SONODA dba
Chamorro House Restaurant Tel. 234-
7361(10/5)T80719

01 GROUND KEEPER-Satary: $3.05
perhour

Contact: CHERYL BAKA dba Capitol
Hill Lawn Care Tel.322-6510(10/
5)T32776

01 ADMINISTRATIVEASSISTANT-Sal-
ary: $3.50 per hour

Knowledge of MS Word, Excel, Data-
base & JDE System & Lotus Notes.
Contact: FLETCHER PACIFIC
CONST., CO., LTD. (CNMI) Tel. 234-
5506(10/5)T3301

01 WAITRESS-Salary: $3.05-4.05 per
hour

Contact: SAIPAN HOTEL CORP. dba
Hafadai Beach Hotel Tel. 234-6495(10/
5)T80742

02 WAITRESS-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: ROLAND G. JASTILLANA dba
Golden Lobster Restaurant Tel. 234~
8779(10/5)T80720

01 MAINTENANCE MECHANIC-Sal-
ary: $3.05 per hour

Contact: BASIC CONSTRUCTION
SUPPLY CORP. Tel. 234-8779(10/
5)T80721

01 (PASSENGER/TRAFFIC) SUPER-
VISOR GATE (TRAINER/INSTRUC-
TOR)-Salary: $1,500.00-3,000.00 per
month

Duties: Supervises Passenger/Traffic
and cargo activities: Handling of flights,
manifest, reservation and airport pas-
senger check-in system. Conducts
regular training and instructions for pas-
senger handling. JALPAS and other
passenger service related duties. Pre-
ferred ability in Japanese language
(reading/writing/speaking).

Contact: JAPAN AIRLINES CO., LTD.
Tel. 234-6553(10/5)T80734

01FIBERGLASS LAMINATOR-Salary:
$3.50 per hour

Contact: MARCELO T. ADUCA dba
MTA Auto & Boat Shop Repair Tel. 323-
2880(10/5)T32764

50 SEWING MACHINE OPERATORS-
Salary: $3.05-3.60 pe rhour

10 CUTTER-Salary: $3.05-3.15 per
hour

02 SEWING SUPERVISOR-Salary:
$3.05-7.49 per hour

10 MACHINE PRESSER (PRESS OP-
ERATOR)-Salary: $3.05-3.15 per hour
Contact: SAM MARIANAS, INC. Tel.
322-3444(10/5)T32765

01 HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHANIC-
Salary: $3.50 per hour

Contact: KANG CORPORATION dba
Kang Auto Supply Tel. 288-9366(10/
5)T32766

02 AIRCON TECH-Salary: $3.05 per
hour

Contact: ROLAND G. JASTILLANA dba
JP Mechanical, Sales & Service Tel.
234-8779(10/12)T80832

01 STEELWORKER-Salary: $3.05 per
hour

01 ELECTRICIAN-Salary: $3.30 per
hour

Contact: ROLAND G. JASTILLANA dba
Arjay Construction Tel. 234-8779(10/
12)T80833

01 TRAVEL AGENT-Salary: $4.75 per
hour

Contact: PACIFIC SKY TRAVEL SER-
VICES CORP. dba Pacific Sky Travel
Services Tel. 235-0942(10/12)T80853

01 SUPERVISOR, AUDIT CLERK-Sal-
ary: $5.00-7.05 per hour

Contact: AQUA RESORT CLUB
SAIPAN, CO., LTD. dba Aqua Resort
Club Tel. 322-1234(10/12)T80861

01 COOK-Satary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: MR. & MRS. FELIPE SN.
CAMACHO dba Camacho Enterprises
Tel. 322-1417(10/12)T3286 1

01 BAKER-Salary:$3.70 per hour
Contact: WINCHELL'S INC. dba
Winchell’s Donut House Tel. 235-
0247(10/19)T80964

01 WAREHOUSE(MAN) WORKER-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: UNCLE'S FOOD CORPORA-
TION dba Uncle John Dandan Super-
market Tel. 288-0204(10/19)T32942

03 WELDER-Salary:$3.20-4.00 per
hour

01 MECHANIC (GAS & DIESEL)-Sal-
ary:$3.50 per hour

Contact: Unity Trade Services, Inc. dba
GAUDENCIO C. MACALINAO Tel. 322-
7461(10/19)T80952

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Salary:
$3.05-3.50 per hour

Contact: KANG CORPORATION dba
Kang's Market & Laundry Tel. 288-
9366(10/5)T32766

01 CLASSROOM TEACHER-Sai-
ary:$3.05-10.21 per hour

Contact: SISTER REMEDIOS EARLY
CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT CEN-
TER Tel. 234-6247(10/19)T32935

01 PAINTER-Salary: $3.05-3.50 per
hour ’
Contact: NORTH PACIFIC ENTER-
PRISES, INC. Tel. 233-3990(10/
5)T32767

01 BUILDING MAINTENANCE RE-
PAIR-Salary: $3.05-4.00 per hour
Contact: MARIANAS PARAMOUNT
CORP. Tel. 233-4030(10/5)T32768

02 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Salary:
$3.05 per hour

01 SUPERVISOR/HOUSEKEEPER-
Salary: $1,500.00 per month

Contact: SUMIKI MITA dba Environ-
mental Protection and Cleaning Ser-
vices Tel. 234-9171(10/5)T32769

01 BLDG. MAINT. REPAIRER-Salary:
$3.05 per hour

Contact: DABU'S CORPORATION dba
Import &Export/Gen. Const. Co. Tel.
235-2780(10/5)T32771

02 WAITRESS-Salary: $3.05 per hour
01 COOK-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: JOAQUIN LG. TUDELA dba
Ann's Creation Tel. 233-7357(10/
5)T32778

04 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR-
Salary: $3.05 per hour

Contact: TM CORPORATION Tel. 234-
2700(10/12)T732854

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.50-4.25
per hour

Contact: DINGSON CORPORATION
dba Dingson Beauty Parlor Tel. 234-
1588(10/19)T32936

01 DRILLING SUPERVISOR-Sal-
ary:$1,000.00 per month
Contact: ALEXANDER INCORPO-
RATED dba Alexander Drilling Co. Tel.
234-5117(10/19)T32937

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.05-3.75
per hour

01 ARCHITECTURAL DRAFTER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-6.75 per hour

Contact: HERMAN B. CABRERA dba
Herman B. Cabrera & Associates Tel.
234-1778(10/19)T32939

01 BEAUTICIAN-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Plus $100.00 housing allowance.
Contact: ADORA R. REYES dba Do-
ries Beauty Parlor Tel. 235-5095(10/
19)T32940

02 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: D.S. CORPORATION dba XO
Market & Greenpia Market Tel. 235-
4458(10/19)T32941

01 CONCRETE PLANT LABORER-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: UNITED CONSTRUCTION
CORP. Tel. 234-9011(10/19)T32943

01 MECHANIC, GAS/DIESEL-Sal-
ary:$3.05-4.50 per hour

Repairs and maintains diesel/gas en-
gines used to power machines, suchas
buses, ships, trucks, electric generators,
and construction machinery: Diagnosis
trouble, disassembles engines, and ex-
amines parts for defects and excessive
wear, Reconditions and replaces parts.
May weld and cut paris. And may per-
form other related duties.
Work days and hours is flexible.

01 SUPERVISOR, RESERVATIONS-
Salary:$3.05-5.71 per hour

Plus $300.00 housing allowance.
Supervises and coordinates activities of
workers obtaining travel, hotel accom-
modations and optional tours for guests,
issues tickets, types itineraries, and
compiling of report of transactions: Ob-
tains confirmation of travel and lodging
space and rate information. Keeps cur-
rent of hotels, motels, Tour Agents and
timetables, and answers inquiries con-
cerning routes, fares and accommoda-
tions.

Japanese speaking preferred.

Work days and hours are flexible.

01 MANAGER, CORPORATE PLAN-
NING DEPT.-Salary:$1,000.00-
4,100.00 per month

Directs and coodinates, through subor-
dinates supervisors, department activi-
ties in commercial, industrial, or service
establishment: Reviews and analyses
reports, records, and directives, and
conlers with supervisors to obtain data
required for planning department activi-
ties, such as new commitments, status
of work in progress & problems encoun-
tered. Assigns and delegates activities
anddisseminates policy to supervisors.
Gives work directions, resolves prob-
lems, prepares schedules and sets
deadlines to ensure timely completion
of work. .
Japanese speaking, reading and writ-
ing preferred.

Work days and hours.is flexible.

01 MANAGER, TOUR OPERATION-
Salary:$1,000.00-2,100.00 per month
Plus $300.00 per month.

Directs and coordinates activities of
operations department: Confers and
cooperates with management person-
nel in formulating administrative and
operational policies and procedures.
Directs and coordinates, through sub-
ordinate managerial personne! activities
of operations department to obtain op-
timum use of equipment & facilities.
Japanese speaking, reading and writ-
ing preferred.

Two years experience required.

Work days and hours are flexible.

01 PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER/
REPRESENTATIVE-Salary:$1,000.00-
2,100.00 per month

Plans and conducts public relations pro-
gram designed to create and maintain
favorable public image for employer or
client: Plans and directs development
and communication of information de-
signed to keep public informed or
employer's programs, accomplish-
ments, or point of view. Arranges for
public relations efforts in order to meet
needs. Promotes good-will through such
publicity efforts.

College graduates.

Japanese speaking preferred.

Two years experience.

Work days and hours is flexible.
Contact: PACIFIC DEVELOPMENT,
INC. Tel. 322-8876(10/19)T80959

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: T&B INT'L. INC. dba Union
Auto Repair Shop Tel. 235-0329(10/
19)T32947

APARTMENT FOR RENT.

+ 2-Bdrm near Coral Ocean Point and
Koblerville Elementary School

« Fenced location, aircon in each bdrm,
relrigerator, stove, water heater

« Water, trash collection and sewer paid

+ Electricity not included.

235-4341 after 5:30

FOR RENT

must see to appreciate

Ane Bedcoom R, - $350.00/mo.

snge or couple ® Location: As Lito-Close to Yaey bm, o0e unit avad.

Studio Ty})e Apt. - $250.00/mo.
srental inciudes powes & water @ ar ® has own battroom &
itchenette o 24 . wates © trash refse ind.

For inquiries call: 235-3864 = 288-7525

n—

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: MIDWEST TRADING CORPO-
RATION dba Kareena's Retail Tel. 235-
8752(10/19)T32949

02 DENTAL ASSISTANT-Salary:$3.50-
10.00 per month

Contact: SAIPAN SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST CLINIC dba Family Den-
tistry/Optical Tel. 234-6008(10/
19)T32950

01 MANAGER, SALES (HARDWARE
STORE)-Salary:$4.00-5.00 per hour

01 (SUPERVISOR) SALES (HARD-
WARE STORE)-Salary:$3.30-4.00 per
hour

Contact: YCO CORPORATION dba
YCO Servistar Hardware/Liberty Plaza/
YCO Construction Tel. 233-3112(10/
19)T80956

02 MAINTENANCE BUILDING RE-
PAIR-Salary:$3.35-4.00 per hour

01 MAINTENANCE ELECTRICIAN-Sal-
ary:$3.35 per hour

Contact: PACIFIC DAIKEN CO., LTD.
Tel. 234-7453(10/19)T32953

01 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: NORTH PACIFIC ENT., INC.
Tel. 233-3990(10/19)T32959

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.05-4.00 -

per hour

01 PACKAGER-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 CUTTING SUPERVISOR-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

04 HAND SEWER-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

02 PRESSER MACHINE-Salary:$3.05
per hour

Contact: TOP FASHION CORPORA-
TION Tel. 322-1611(10/19)T32957

03 WAREHOUSE WORKER (GAR-

 MENTS)-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 SHIPPING CLERK-Salary:$3.05-
3.50 per hour

05 HAND SEWER-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

05 HAND SEWER-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

02 CUTTER, MACHINE-Salary:$3.05
per hour :

- 02 INSPECTOR (QC) QUALITY CON-

TROL-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 MARKER-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 (IRONER) PRESSER MACHINE-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

05 (IRON WORKER) MACHINE
PRESSER-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 PRODUCTION MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-9.50 per hour

Contact: HANDSOME TEXTILE (SPN)
CORP. Tel. 322-1504(10/19)T32956

01 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.35 per hour
01 MASON-Salary:$3.35 per hour
Contact: YANG HUN LEE/TRANSPA-
CIFIC CORP. dba Transpacific Con-
struction/Transpacific Corp. Bidg. Maint.
Tel. 234-3181(10/19)T32944

01 PERSONNEL MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$3.25-4.00 per hour

Contact: KAIZOKU CORPORATION
dba Kaizoku Restaurant Tel. 233-
5304(10/19)T32945

01 CASHIER, RESTAURANT-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.15 per hour
Contact: MICRO PACIFIC DEVELOP-
MENT, INC. dba Saipan Grand Hote! Tel.
234-6601(10/19)T80957

LANDSCAPERS
Experienced Preferred
$3.05-3.50 per hour

Contact: Design Build Landscapes
@ 322-0998

“BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY”
Be your own Boss.  S-mart
available at SACRIFICE PRICE

of $75.000, about 50K below
book value. Calf Nik at 234-9890
or e-mail gmiles@foxinternet net
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SCIENTISTS ANALLY
MADE CONTACT WITH
LIFE IN QUTER SPICE

PEANUTS® by Charles M. Schulz

EEK & MEEK® by Howie Schneider
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TUE.,, October 5, 1999
Born today, you are serious and
fun-loving, hard-working and
playful — as are so many Libra
natives who try to balance two
strong personality forces in their
natures. This healthy combina-
tion is sure to put you at the head
of your class, and later at the top
of your chosen profession. You
are never one to think that you
know it all, or that you are able to
performperfectly atall times. You
know that to be the best you must
continually work on your skills,
develop them, expand them, and
hone them in order to assure that
they will be useful to you when-
ever and wherever you may call
upon them.

You are likely to have one
overriding interest that drives
you, even when you are knee-
deepin other projects. This may
be something which you feel
compelled to keep to yourself.
Cn the whole, however, you will
learnthatitis important to share
the important things with those
who are important to you.

Also born on this date are:
Karen Allen, actress; Elke Sum-
mer, actress; Steve Miller,
singer and musician; Jeff
Conaway, actor; Ray Kroc, fast
food mogul and founder of
“McDonalds”.

To see what is in store for you

V vyou'D BETTER
LOOK IN THE PAPER
FOR A NEW JOBY

INLREN
AP A !

tomorrow, find your birthday
and read the corresponding para-
graph. Let your birthday star be
your daily guide.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) —
Thisis a good day to give.,yourself
more freely to.someone whe can
make profitable use of much that
you have to offer. this may in-
clude moral support.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-NoV. 21)
— You’re not one to be rushed
today. Care and attention must be
paid to all that you do at this time.
You know how important it all is
right now.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) — Be proud of yourself
fora job well done today. Though
the clock may have been working
against you, ingenuity has served
you well.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19) — Once again, it's time to
listen to the advice of your elders
today. You can bet that someone
more experienced than you has
the answer.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
— Keep your sense of humor
about you when things go wrong
today. You can be sure, however,
that nothing is going to get en-
tirely out of hand.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
— Take care you don’t come
across as being toocritical or judg-

I HATE IT WHEN
YOU BRING WORK HOME
WITH YOU!

mental when you are giving ad-
vice today. Evening brings a sur-
prise development.

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
— Volunteer to do something to-
day before you are asked to do it.
You'’ll §core many points and may
open an important professional
door for yourself. _

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
— You’re not likely to under-
stand fully the consequences of
your own actions today. In time,
much that was confusing will be
clarified.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
— You’ve been getting a little
sassy and forward with someone
who’s been holding the purse
strings lately, and today you may
want to *“tone it down.”

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
— Don’t monopolize the conver-
sation at social events today. Lis-
ten,and you'll learn athing ortwo
that will serve you well tomor-
row.

LEOQ (July 23-Aug. 22) —
Have a stiff upper lip today, and
guard against any feelings of frus-
tration or defeat. You're well on
your way. to success!

VIRGO (Aug.23-Sept.22) —
Look at what others are wearing
today and you can begin to over-
haul your own wardrobe. Do this
slowly and carefully to increase
your personal impact.

. b

AIMING TO GET A NEW JOB? GIVE THE CLASSIFIED ADS A SHOT!
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Nakamura ...

Continued from page 1

enced frustration with what they
see as an apparent inability of the
Forum to move beyond discus-
sion and actually implement ini-
tiatives in some areas, even when
a consensus has been reached,”
he noted in his speech.

The president, however, did not
discount the fact that the Forum
has indeed achieved a lot in ad-
vancing its interest as a region,
like acting as a “broker” to the
Noumea Accords, and in making
its presence more felt in globally.

“The growing desire of non-
members to have some connec-
tion with the Forum speaks vol-
umes about the continuing use-
fulness of this body in the broader
scope of global relations,” the
president stressed as he noted of

the growing interest of actors
outside the Forum in Oceana,

Nakamura, for instance, men-
tioned New Caledonia and the
United Nations as “observers”
for the first time in the SPF while
the Philippines has applied for a
dialogue partner status with the
Forum.

The president’s call forachange
in the SPF perspective emanates
from the history of colonization
and dependency of the SPFmem-
ber countries, saying that each of
the nations continues to struggle
against the legacy of dependency.

Such dependency has resulted

to fragmentation, lack of regional
cohesion to foster self-sufficiency
and difficulty to “speak with one
voice.”

“The failure to fully exploit our
commonalties, the difficulties in
moving beyond historical depen-
dencies, our remoteness, our re-

spective sizes and our respective
stages of development all con-
spire to allow those outside
Oceana to neglect the countries,
the commonwealths, the territo-
ries, and, indeed, the region it-
self,” he said.

According to the president, the
Forum is faced with even greater
“challenges of the future” which,
he said, will require more re-
sponses of amultilateral nature as
problems will increasingly span
across national borders and that
compromise and cooperation will
be the universal mode of future
international relations.

Thus he called on the leaders to
improve the Forum, to revitalize
it and make it work for its mem-
bers.

There is also the challenge for
the new millennium- to *“focus
more fully on the shared strengths
of the Pacific Island nations.”

Human...

Continued from page 1

ing at Niue.

The conduct of various skills
training and seminars among Cus-
toms personnel in order to im-
prove operations and to maintain
the integrity of the agencies they
represent had been the main con-
sensus among participants.

The CNMI, for its part, sent
two Customs men in Australia to
undergo a three-month training
on handling drug-detector dogs

or K9 in order to improve local
operations. The training will be
administered by the Australian
Customs Services.

During the five-day conference,
eachmember presented their grav-
est concerns and solutions done
or being done for other members
to learn from.

While the CNMI s currently in
control of human smuggling
cases, Mafnas said the problem
on tax fraud — stemming from
undeclared cargoes and excise
taxes — remains to be common
here.

“Aside from the problem with
tax fraud, we also presented our
experiences with bribery cases
involving Customs men,” said
Mafnas.

The OCO, which annually holds
seminar to address current Cus-
toms concerns, comprises of Cus-
toms officials of territories in the
Pacific, including the CNMI,
Nauru, Kiribati, Australia, Tonga,
Solomon.

The next OCO conference will
be held in Western Samoa. The
CNMI hosted the same event in
1997.

RP...

Continued from page 1

she will be released after the
terms and conditions of her tem-
porary freedom are ironed out.

These, Philipps said, include
a court order requiring Abayari
to turn over her U.S. passport
while out on bail and as litiga-
tion continues.

Abayari sat at the sala of Su-
perior Court Presiding Judge
Alberto C. Lamorena III, wear-
ing a Guam DOC orange
jumpsuit and green shower
shoes with her head resting ner-
vously on her hands.

Once her case was called,
Abayari approached the bench
with Phillips, who asked that
the bail be reduced from to
$10,000.

Government prosecutor
Bonnie Brady objected, saying
that Abayari’s alleged crime,
which includes first degree
felony charges, is“substantial.”

The $50,000 bail, Brady said,

should not be reduced.

But Phillips was able to con-
vince the judge to reduce the
bail.

Philipps also assured
Lamorena that Abayari will not
get anywhere near the Guam
International Airport while the
disposition of the case remained
with the court.

Phillips also requested that
Abayari, in the meantime,
should be released.

Lamorena agreed on condi-
tion that a third party custodian
be liable for Abayari’sreturn to
court for further proceedings.

The Ilaos, an Filipino-Ameri-
can family that owns a big gro-
cery chain—John Del Mar-
kets—agreed to put up the bail
and be Abayari’s custodian.

However, Abayari could not
be allowed to stay over at the
Ilao family residence as a pre-
liminary court reports indicated
that the family owns a firearm.

The court would still have re-
leased Abayari, but another “de-
velopment” stood in her way of

walking out of prison.

Phillips asked if it would be
possible for Jenny Ilao to post
the cash bail requirement by
credit card.

Lamorena thought about the
request for a moment then
agreed.

But Lamorena said the trans-
action would have to be cleared
first before he can set the condi-
tions of Abayari’s temporary re-
lease.

Ilao hurriedly went to the
court cashier to make the trans-
action but was informed that
her American Express card is
not accepted.

Abayari’s arrest at GIA Sat-
urday has sparked headlines in
the Philippine media.

Reports from the Philippines
indicated that her boyfriend,
David Bunevacz and talent
agent Boy Abunda were com-
ing to Guam to help her post the
original $50,000 bail.

As of news-time yesterday
neither were presentin the court-
room for the hearings.

Northern. ..

Continued from page 28

Glazers and one from the Yan-
kees Pat Camacho.

Trailing 8-6 after four innings
of play, the Yankees then rallied,
scoring eleven of the next twelve
runs in the next two innings to
lead 17-9.

The Glazers rallied in their last

at-bat, but came up four short
scoring five runs for the ballgame.

The Yankees took advantage of
eleven base-on-balls given up by
the Glazers, scoring six, which
proved to be costly.

Cascai...

Continued from page 28

lead, playing to eleven points.
“Unrucky,” Casci commented
as he and Mister scored 11 un-
answered points to get their
first point in the win column.
In the second match, Casci
and Quinn took a commanding
lead 8-4 with 6:00 minutes to go

in the match. Mister and Steele
gave Quinn a second scare by
posing a comeback to an 8-8
side switch. Casci and Quinn
held on to win the second match,
so Mister had to win the third to
become King.

The final match had Casci and
Steele battling Quinn and Mis-
ter. Casci needed 9 points to
become the heir to the throne.

Steele and Casci took an early
lead going up 4-1. Steele
“looked like the Energizer
Bunny” said fellow competitor,
Jesse Palacios. Although Quinn
and Mister tied up the score 8-8,
time expired and the rally scor-
ing format had Casci celebrat-
ing his victory.

Final score for the 1999
King, 11-9.

Ex-staffer. ..

Continued from page 3 -

tencing on Jan. 4, 2000.

According to the information, or
or about July 27, 1998 the defen-
dantdid “knowingly and intention-
ally without lawful authority pro-
duce a false identification docu-
ment, to wit;: a CNMI DOLI entry
permit for Ying Yi Huang, the pro-
duction of which affects foreign
commerce.”

Castro at the time worked at the
DOLI Identification Division Ser-
vices (LIIDS).

Court documents said FBI
agents and members of the FBI-
CNMI Task Force, through coop-
erating individuals, conducted a
recorded controlled transaction of
the production of a CNMI entry
permit from Castro at LIIDS Of-
fice. The permit was in the name
of Huang.

On separate occasions on the
same day which were controlled
and observed by both physical;
surveillance and recorded elec-
tronicsurveillance, Castroaccepted
$100and $300 cash from a cooper-
ating witness for producing such
permit.

Special Federal Officer Edward
Cabrerastatedthata . eckof DOLI
recordsdetermined that biz. g was
a minor with previous immeas.:2
relative status in the CNML

Cabrera said there was no legal
basis for renewal and there was no
lawful way for Huang to receive a
student permit.

CNMI entry permits affect for-
eign commerce in that they are
issued to aliens and cause among
other economic effects, travel in
foreign commerce to the CNMI,
court papers said.

It was not unclear yet whether
otherpersons had been charged in
connection with such transactions.

Govt...

Continued from page 4

unavailable due to their own re-
gional demand for assistance.

The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture earlier urged the CNMI to
develop contingency plans in ad-
dressing Y2K concemns.

Aside from possible public ser-
vices disruption, the CNMl s also
asked to prepare for delays in
receiving critical supplies like

repair parts, pharmaceuticals and
check stock at the turn of the
century.

Y2K, or the Millennium bug,
threatens systems run by old com-
puter programs which will inter-
pretthe Year 2000 as 1900, which
has the same last two digits.

As aresult, any program witha
date such as billing, payroll, in-
ventory, and bank accounts,
among others, could crash or give
misleading answers starting Janu-
ary 1, 2000. '

New. ..

Continued from page 4

measure will allow the common-
wealth to receive financial incen-
tives under the Jacob Wetterling
Crimes Against Children and
Sexually Violent Offender Reg-

istration Act.

The law is a key element of the
1994 Violent Crime Control and
Law Enforcement Act, which pro-
vides financial incentives for
states and territories to establish
effective registration systems for
child molesters and other sexu-
ally-violent offenders.

Lizama ...

Continued from page 5

the Division of Immigration.
Lizama ruled that the statute
states in pertinent part: “If the
person entitled to a cause of
action...is imprisoned when the
cause of action first accrues, the
action may be commenced within
the time limits in this chapter after
the disability is removed.”
“Plaintiff therefore, had two
years within which to file a com-

plaint from the date on which
she was released,” said the
judge.

Lizama said the victim was
released from incarceration on
Jan. 23, 1997 so had until Jan.
23,1999 to file her complaint in
the Superior Court.

“Plaintiff, however, did not file
the present action in the Superior
Court until March 16. Thus,
plaintiff’s cause of action is still
time barred, regardless of the ap-
plication of the tolling provisions
of the statute,” the judge said.

Teno. ..

Continued from page 1

A piece-meal budget would re-
lease critical agencies—PSS and
the Department of Public Safety
among them — from being “held
hostaged” by a debate locked on
how much will be given to what

sector.

Government operations under
continuing appropriations appears
likely as action on an omnibus
budget bill remains uncertain.

Rejecting a piece-meal budget,
on the other hand, would ensure
that the deficit is kept at levels
that can be contained based on
current measures.

Tinian. ..

Continued from page 1

and the substitute custodian to
submit to the court an accounting
summary of the expenses they

Don’t Drink & Drive

have incurred in keeping the ves-
sels.

The court will then determine
the amounts which are custodial
expenses that will be paid from
the $100,000 deposited in the
Court’s Registry.
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- Reds force wild card playoff

MILWAUKEE (AP)— The Cin-
cinnati Reds forced a playoff for
the NL

wild-card spot, beating the Mil-
waukee Brewers 7-1 Sunday night
ona

County Stadium field soaked by
about 10 hours of continuous rain.

After a rain delay lasting nearly
six hours, Cincinnati kept its

postseason hopes alive and set
up a one-game showdown Mon-
day night

against the New York Mets at
Cinergy Field. The Mets beat Pitts-
burgh

2-1 Sunday afternoon.

Greg Vaughn hit a three-run
homer, and Pete Harnisch and Ron

Villone combined on a six-hit-
ter. The Reds nearly blew their

postseason chances by losing
twice to Milwaukee during the
weekend,

butCincinnaticonvincingly won
the majors’ last scheduled game of

the 1999 regular season.
. The sixth one-game playoff fora
postseason berth in baseball

history will begin at 7:05 p.m.
EDT (2300GMT). The likely start-
ers

are the Mets’ Al Leiter against
the Reds’ Steve Parris.

This is the second straight year
that a one-game playoff will

decide the NL wild card. Last
season, Chicago beat San Fran-
cisco

5-3.

Astros 9, Dodgers 4

In Houston, the Astros won their
third straight NL Central title, beat-
ing the Los Angeles Dodgers as
Mike Hampton became the NL's
only 22-game winner.

In the Astrodome’s final regu-
lar-season game, Ken Caminiti put

Houston ahead withabases-loaded
walk in the first inning. Daryle
Ward followed with a three-run
double and the Astros coasted, fi-
nally shaking off the late-season
challenge of the Cincinnati Reds.

Hampton (22-4) allowed three
hits in seven innings and struck out
eight, winning for the ninth time in
10 decisions. He also set a team
record for wins ina season, topping
Joe Niekro’s21-11 record in 1979.

Houston will open the playoffs
at Atlanta or Arizona on Tuesday
and will return to the Astrodome
for Game 3 Friday.

Mets 2, Pirates 1

In New York, the Mets got the
crucial win when Melvin Mora
scored on Brad Clontz’s wild pitch
to Mike Piazza in the ninth inning.

Mora, 4-for-30 in his career, hit
a one-out single off Greg Hansell
(1-3) and went to third on a single
by Edgardo Alfonzo.

After Hansell intentionally
walked John Olerud to load the
bases, Clontz came in to face Pi-
azza.

Clontz’sfirst pitch was low-and-
outside, and got by catcher Joe
Oliver,allowing Moratoscore from
third.

Braves 18, Marlins O

In Atlanta, Tom Glavine threw
five scoreless innings and the
Braves pounded out 21 hits in their
largest shutout win in 114 years.

Atlanta, which won 11 of iis last
13 gamesenroute toarecord eighth
consecutive playoff berth, finished
the regular season with the best
record in the majors (103-59). The
Marlins wound up with the worst
mark in the NL at 64-98.

Glavine (14-11), scheduled to
pitch Game 3 of the best-of -5 play-
off opener against Cincinnati or

New York Mets players mob teammate Melvin Mora after he scored on
awild pitch in the bottorn of the ninth inning to give the Mets a2-1 victory
over the Pittsburgh Pirates and stay alive in the National League wild
card race. : AP

Houston, allowed five hits, didn't
walk a batter and struck out six in
winning his third straight decision.
He also went 2-for-2 at the plate
and drove in two runs.

The 18-0 win matched the fran-
chise record, set by the Boston
Braves against Buffalo on Oct. 3,
1885.

Cardinals 9, Cubs 5, 4 1/2 in-
nings

In St. Louis, Mark McGwire hit
his 65th homer and Sammy Sosa
hit his 63rd as St. Louis closed out
an otherwise dismal year with a
victory in a game called after 4 1/2
innings because of rain.

McGwire finished with six hom-
ers in the final seven games, and
moved past Ted Williams and
Willie McCovey into 1 0thplace on
the career list with 522, Last year,
he homered five times in the final
three games to pull away from Sosa,
70-66.

McGwire became the first NL
playersince Dale Murphy in 1984-
85 to win consecutive home-run
titles. This was his fourth crown
overall, having won two AL titles
with Oakland.

Diamondbacks 10, Padres 3

In Phoenix, Brian Anderson
pitched five shutout innings as the
Arizona Diamondbacks won their
100th game, completing the big-
gest one-year turnaround in base-
ball history.

The NL West-champion Dia-
mondbacks, the first team toreach
the playoffsin justits second year,
went from 65-97 in 1998 to 100-
62 this year. The 35-game turn-
around beats the previous best of
34 1/2 games, set by the 1903
New York Giants, who went from
48-88 in 1902 to 84-55 the follow-
ing year.

ST. PETERSBURG, Florida
(AP) — With the Yankees al-
ready assured home-field advan-
tage throughout the AL playoffs,
manager Joe Torre turned over
the World Series champions to
outfielder Paul O’Neill in
Sunday’s 6-2 loss to Tampa Bay
that ended the regular season.

O’ Neill, who bruised his right
side and lower back when he
crashed into a fence Saturday
night, filled Torre’s role as man-
ager and Joe Girardi stood in for
bench coach Don Zimmer as the
Yankees used a lineup featuring
one regular — catcher Jorge
Posada.

Randy Winn’sinside-the-park
grand slam for TampaBay, how-
ever, left O’Neill with few deci-
sions to ponder. The homer off
Jeff Juden (0-1) capped a six-run
fourth inning that wiped out a 2-
0 Yankees lead.

New York will open the play-
offs at home Tuesday night
against the Texas Rangers, who
lost eight of 12 games to the
Yankees during the regular sea-
son,

Biue Jays 9, Indians 2

In Cleveland, David Wells

O'Neill fills in as manager; Yankees lose to Devil Rays

New York Yankees (from left) Bernie Williams, Tino Martinez, and Derek Jeter watch their game with th
Tampa Bay Devil Rays Sunday at Tropicana Field in St. Petersburg, Fla. game W APe

pitched his AL-leading seventh
complete gameasthe TorontoBlue  a tuneup for their divisional series  uns. the mostin the majorl
Jays defeated the Cleveland Indi-  with the Boston Red Sox starting sincé the Red lsox ::;?égrl egzg};] ?,S,
ans. Wednesday night at Jacobs Field. 1950. o

The Indians treated the game as Cleveland finished with 1,009

Wells gave up 10 hits, struck
out six and walked one as the
Blue Jays finished 84-78, four
wins fewer than last year. Tony
Batista’s eighth-inning grand
slam on Mike Jackson’s first
pitch broke open the game.

Red Sox 1, Orioles 0, 10 in-
nings

In Baltimore, Jeff Frye, who
broke up Baltimore’s combined
no-hit bid in the eighth inning,
hit an RBI single in the 10th as
the playoff-bound Boston Red
Sox beat Baltimore in what
might have been the final game
for Orioles manager Ray Miller.

The Orioles, despite carrying
the third-highest opening day
payroll in the majors, finished
78-84. It was their second
straight losing season under
Miller, who could leamn his fate
as soon as Monday.

The game featured two ejec-
tions following a bench-clear-
ing incident and Baltimore's
shared no-hitter through seven
innings.

Frye's two-out single in the
10th off Mike Timlin (3-9) fol-
lowed singles by Lou Merloni
and Donnie Sadler.
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Fred Gibson smlles as he holds the trophy after winning the PGA
Seniors Vantage Championship Sunday at Tangelwood Park in

Clemmons, N.

Gibson finished at 15-under-par 195. AP

Casci crowned as

King of the Beach

By Doug Mauro
For the Variety

| © ANDREW Casci, one of the well-known indoor volleyball players

. « thatrepresented the CNMI in the South Pacific Games was crowned
- King of the Beach Sunday, in the 2nd Annual King of the Beach -

. Tournament held at the Hyatt Hotel.

Though the torrential rains were not the ideal conditions for a '

* volleyball tournament, 16 of the best players on island fought the

 elements in the hope of being crowned King.

The first round of qualifiers had a chance to play in the round robin
format in order to advance to the main event.
A noted upset occurred when CRM’s Peter Barlas was stuck in a

| three-way tie to advance, but PIC’s Jon Cramer outperformed

Barlas and Tony Ganir in aold school serving shootout to guarantee
Cramer a spot in the main draw. Barlas and Ganir went home.
The other players to advance to the main draw were Mike Walsh,
Nan Intharaluk, and Chris Nelson.
The main event consisted of two pools of five players. The top two

| players of each pool advance to the championship round. |
Canceling the BBQ and ordering food off the menu did not stop

the fans from attending.

“These players are here for the show and the best competition
available,” explained ~ Tournament Director Christopher Nelson.

The main draw had some unbelievable upsets due to the strategic
play of Randall Steele and Andrew Casci in pool II

“I just felt I had a command of this weather, and Randy played
superlatively.” Casci said when asked how he dominated his pool.

The Championship round robin was played under darkening
conditions as well as downpours with Casci, Steele, Russ Quinn and
Tyce Mister tormenting each other in the hopes of a tournament win.

In the first match, Steele and Quinn went up an impressive 8-0
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Summer Youth Baseball

Northern Yankees defeat
Kautz Glass Glazers, 17-14

“Team Standmg
. asof 10/2/99

Vi

THEY NEEDED avictoryover
the Kautz Glass Glazers togeta
possible shot at the Youth Sum-
mer baseball League regular
season pennant title.

Last Saturday, the Northern
Yankees got what just whatthey
wanted: a win over the Glazers,
17-14.

With the win, the Yankees
stay in contention, for a shot at
tying the Stevedore Pirates with
the best record in the league.

Should the Pirates lose or de-
feat the team Max Falcons, they
will have another chance at the
pennant against the Yankees.

The Yankees need to defeat
the Pirates to tie them for the
League's best mark but that is,
should the Pirates win their
game against the Falcons,

The Pirates will clinch the
pennant if they defeat the Yan-
kees.

In the game Saturday, Chris
Camachoand Len Maratitaeach

had two hits with a double, triple
andthree RBI’s and Hector Efrain
was perfect at the plate going 2
for 2 with a triple and two RBI's
to lead the Yankees attack.
Forthe Glazers, KenKalen went
3 for 4 with two doubles and a
triple and J.J. Saralu went perfect
with 2 for 2 with a double and a
homerun to lead the Glazers in
their losing effort ties him for the

Batting League with JohnReyes
at .500.

His two doubles tie Pete
Tomokane with five and his
triple shares the lead with Pat
Guerrero at three.

Saralu on the other hand be-
came the fifth player to hit a
homerun.

Of five, four are from the

Continued on page 26

St. Louis Card/na/s Mark McGWIre shakes hands withthird base coach Rene Lachemann as he rounds
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