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Gov't yet to collect 
$.25M from K\1moi 

By Haidee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

SENATOR-elect Ramon S. DL 
Guerrero (Reform-Saipan) owes 
the government over $250,000, 
but that may not prevent him from 
being sworn in next month. 

Senate legal counsel Stephen 
Woodruff yesterday said there is 
no provision in the CNMI Consti
tution disallowing an individual 
from occupying an elected posi
tion due to that individual's fi
nancial obligations. 

The Office of the Public Audi
tor (OPA) has said that Guerrero 
should return to the government 
the $257,883.22 in compensatory 
time payment and retirement bo
nus that was "improperly" and 
"mistakenly" paid to him as ex
ecutive director of the Common
wealth Utilities Corp. (CUC). 

Ramon S. DL Guerrero 

"There's no provision in the 
CNMI Constitution that says if 
somebody owes money then he is 
ineligibleforpublicoffice,"Woo
druff said in an interview. 

However, he added, if the Sen
ate would adopt a rule compelling 
anybody to settle first his or her 

financial obligations to the gov
ernment or any of its agencies 
before occupying an elective post, 
then it will have a basis for expel
ling anybody who violates it. 

Senate President Paul A. 
Manglona (R-Rota) refused to 
comment on the possibility of. 
adopting such rule. 

Guerrero when contacted also 
declined to comment. 

Woodruff said if CUC were to 
take a court action against 
Guerrero, then the senator-elect 
could be legally compelled to re
turn the amount to the govern
ment. 

"It was not the court that deter
mined that he was improperly 
paid," Woodruff said. "The sena
tor-elect has the right to contest 
the conclusion of OP A, and he 

Continued on page 50 

CPA expedites work on Tinian n1nway 
THE COMMONWEALTH 
Ports Authority (CPA) is expe
diting construction for the $20 
million West Tinian runway 
project after struggling for years 
to finance ano effect airport ex
pansion, CPA said yesterday. 

Work is now underway to con
vert the airport's 6,000-foot run
way to a 7 ,800-foot landing ar..ea, 
in order to accommodate larger 
aircraft and direct charter flights 

from Asia. 
The airport terminal project, 

initially budgeted at $370;000 has 
come a long way since January of 
this year. 

Since that time, original expan
sion work on the arrival area has 
been accomplished, including a 
new immigration station, and im
provements to the baggage claim 
area. 

Despite the improvements, the 

CPA board of directors said it 
has continuously been working 
on further upgrading airport fa
cilities, to better accommodate 
Tinian's travelers. 

CPA' s present target includes 
redesigning the departure area, 
setting up a small-enclosed res
taurant, constructing a separate 
building for rental car conces
sion, and installing a covered 

Continued on page 50 

Sablan bats for gov't 
procurement review 

By Jojo Dass 
Variety News Staff 

ACTING Governor Jesus R. 
Sablan said there is a need to 
"reassess" the government's 
procurement system in light of 

· pending right of way claims by 
private landowners. 

Explaining that if government 
can pay for supplies and office 
rentals, it should likewise be 
able to compensate landowners 
whose portions of properties 
have been taken for public pur
pose. 

"The money is the tough part," 
said Sablan, referring to the re
cent court ruling upholding a 
Chalan Laulau family's finan
cial claim to a part of their lot 

. now being _used as road way. 

Jesus R. Sablan 

"But if you can pay when you 
buy a car, you should also pay 
when you take somebody else's 
land," Sablan added. 

The ruling, which was de
scribed by Sablan as "correct," 

Continued on page 50 
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Compact provides for entry 
into US, but not citizenship 

By Giff Johnson 
For the Variety 

MAJURO - The Compact of 
Free Association between the 
Marshall Islands and the United 
States allows Marshall Islanders 
visa-free entry to the U.S. But, 
said High Court Judge H. Dee 
Johnson, Jr., the Compact does 
not allow Marshallese to estab
lish residence for the purpose of 
becoming naturalized American 
citizens. 

The U.S. immigration issue was 
highlighted in a recent adoption 

ruling Wednesday in the Marshall 
Islands High Court addressing the 
adoption by an American family 
of baby Atina Juna in late 1997. 

Johnson said the High Court 
assumes that part of the adoption 
plan for Atina included U.S. citi
zenship. But, he said, this cannot 
be done by a child simply enter
ing the U.S. under the provisions 
of the Compact, which state spe
cifically that Marshall Islanders 
are entitled to establish residence 
in the U.S. only as "non-immi

Continued on page 50 
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,· 
media statement, said the agency : 
has completed a survey of its · 
power, water and sewer opera
tions and all divisions reported , 
their systems are Y2K compli
ant. 
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Train crash kills 12 
GLENBROOK, Australia 
(Reuters) - As many as I 2 people 
died yesterday when an Australian 
commuter train slammed into the 
back of another passenger train on 
the outskirts of Sydney. 

The official death toll from the 
collision, which happened at the 
foot of the Blue Mountains during 
the morning rnsh hour, was put at 
five, with some 65 passengers in
jured. 

But after visiting the site at 
G!enbrook, 34 miles west of 
Sydney, New South Wales state 
Premier Bob Carr told reporters up 
to a dozen people may have died. 

"There are going to be, maybe, 
10 or 12 families in New South 
Wales tonight who are going to be 
very sad," Carr said. 

"It could be that high." 
Police said the front carriage of a 

Sydney-bound train packed with 
office workers and school children 
plowed into the back of the cross
continent Indian-Pacific passenger 
train which was moving slow Iv on 

You can avoid accident, 
if you ... 

Drive 
Safely 

the same track. Its first three car
riages flew off the rails after the 
crash. 

Passengers on the commuter train 
said the driver ran from his com
partment shouting a warning sec
onds before the crash, which left 
the Indian-Pacific "embedded" in 
the commuter train. 

"We were going along fine and 
then the train driver ran down the 
stairs and said 'get down every
body', so weal! got down and then 
it just crashed," Kate Plim told 
reporters. 

Indian-Pacific passengers said 
train staff had warned of a signal 
failure seconds before the crash at 
8:25 a.m. 

"The conductor made an an
nouncement that there was a signal 
failure," said Indian-Pacific pas
senger Rean Symmons. 

"It was like the biggest bang. It 
was like a couple of claps of thun
derrightnextto your head. I walked 
up to the city bound train and there 
was carnage, absolute carnage," 
she said. 

Regional police commander 
Bruce Johnston said the driver of 
the city-bound train, which had 
just rounded a blind bend, was be
ing treated for shock. 

"He is traumatized. He is being 
treated for shock. I know nothing 

about him except he was regarded 
as an experienced driver," Johnston 
said. 

Also among the survivors was 
ChristianDupressoir, who survived 
Australia's worst train crash 22 
years ago. 

Eighty-three people died when a 
train hit a bridge in Granville, in 
Sydney's west, in 1977. 

Dupressoirtold Australian radio 
he quickly connected the two 
crashes in his mind and ran to help 
other passengers. 

'The front carriage was pretty 
horrific. The train was fairly packed 
and people were thrown all over 
the place," he said. 

State Rail, which owns the com
muter train, said it appeared at least 
one track signal in the area had 
been red. 

"In those circumstances the train 
drivers are trained ... to keep the 
trains moving at a slower speed,". 
State Rail chief executive officer 
Simon Lane told reporters at the 
scene. 

Police said the dead were all on 
the city-bound train. ''The front 
carriage looks like a sardine can or 
a Coca Cola can which has been 
ripped opened," said Sport and 
Tourism Minister Jackie Kelly af
ter inspecting the scene of the acci
dent. 
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. · News Briefs 
Congress did little on immigration 

WASHINGTON (AP) - The notion that the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service is in need of a major overhaul is widely 
accepted, even by the agency's managers. So it seemed inevitable, 
when Congress convened in January, that policy-makers would 
agree to sweeping changes. 

Eleven months later, with politicians gone for the remainder of the 
year, INS restructuring did not figure among lawmakers' accom
plishments. 

Lawmakers also failed to act on virtually every other major 
immigration issue before Congress this year, chief among them: 
providing more visas for high-tech workers; restoring welfare ben
efits to legal immigrants; and granting amnesty to Central Ameri
cans who fled strife in their homelands and are living illegally in the 
United States. 

"This Congress has been an abysmal failure in regards to immigra
tion policy," said Rep. Luis Gutierrez, D-111., chairman of the 
Congressional Hispanic Caucus' immigration task force. 

"A very disappointing year," agreed Jeanne Butterfield, executive 
director of the American Immigration Lawyers Association. 

The association and other immigrant advocacy groups blame 
Republicans, as does the White House. The administration pressed 
unsuccessfully to include the amnesty and benefits restoration in the 
year-end budget package approved Nov. 19 by Congress and signed 
Monday by President Clinton. 

Belfast politicians take the reins 
DUBLIN, Ireland (AP) - Northern Ireland's new Protestant
Catholic administration hold its first historic meeting yesterday after 
a generation of brutality and bloodshed between the territory's 
longtime enemies. 

The meeting follows the forging of the closest bond in decades 
between the governments of Britain and Ireland, and the transfer of 
substantial powers from London to the new 12-memberCabinet in 
Belfast. 

The transfer, which took place at midnight with Queen Elizabeth 
II's assent, challenges local politicians to forge a future built on 
compromise and mutual respect, the central goal oflast year's Good 
Friday peace accord. 

Northern Ireland parties have rarely displayed those qualities 
during 27 years of so-called "direct rule" from London, but this week 
agreed to share a Cabinet table together. 

The four-party coalition Cabinet gathers this afternoon to discuss 
how they are going to work together in the coming crucial months. 
The Democratic Unionists, the most hard-line Protestant party, have 
vowed never to sit in the same room with their fellow junior 
government partners, the IRA-linked Sinn Fein party. 

But first, in Dublin, senior British and Irish officials will sign 
treaties that authorize the closest political relations between the two 
nations since most of Ireland successfully rebelled against British 
rule in I 922. 

China executes 4 robbers 
SHANGHAI, China (AP) - Four men have been executed in 
Shanghai for robbing and slashing to death a female taxi driver, 
newspapers said Wednesday. 

Xu Hongjun and three other people were convicted in the Feb. 21 
attack on the driver, identified only by her surname, Cai, said the 
Jiefang Daily and Shanghai News. 

Armed with knives, the robbers flagged down Cai 's tax.i, slashed 
her in the face and neck and fled with 50,000 yuan ($ 6,000), the 
newspapers said. 

The sentence was carried out Tuesday by a court in the Baoshan 
district on the outskirts of Shanghai. 

Mandela named as JBurnndft mediatrnr 
ARUSHA, Tanzania (AP) - Former South African President 
Nelson Mandela was named Wednesday as the new mediator for 
talks aimed at ending the six-year-old civil war in Burundi. 

Regional leaders meeting in this northern Tanzanian town an
nounced Mandela's appointment in a statement after a closed-door 
meeting. The 81-year-old Mandela replaces former Tanzanian Presi
dent Julius Nyerere, who died of leukemia last month. 

Fighting between Burundian government forces and Hutu rebels has 
killed more than 200,000people since 1993, when ethnic Tutsi paratroopers 
killed Burundi's first democratic.11Iy elected president, an ethnic Hutu. 

The rebels are seeking the ouster of President Pierre Buyoya, a 
retired Tutsi military officer. 

Mandela takes up a formidable task. The talks, which began in 
June 1998, have made little headway. Violence has escalated in 
recent months and led to the army's forced resettlement of more than 
300,000 Hutu civilians into refugee camps that international human 
rights groups have condemned as squalid and unsafe. 

In announcing Mandela 's appointment, the leaders urged Mandela 
to move quickly to end the violence and praised Nyerere for·his 
"selfless role to bring peace in Burundi." 

Hutus make up the majority of Burundi's 6.5 million people, but 
the minority Tutsis have controlled the country's government, army 
and economy for all but four months since independence in 1962. 
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Judge sanctions la er 
By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

THE SUPERIOR Court yester
day sanctioned lawyer Joseph A. 
Arriola and his clients for serving 
subpoenas to Presiding Judge 
Edward Manibusan and Chief 
Prosecutor Kevin Lynch in con
nection with an alleged illegal 
gambling case. 

Associate Judge Timothy H. 
Bellas said the court finds that 
subpoenaing Manibusan and 
Lynch to testify at the hearing on 
the motion for return of property 
was sanctionable conduct under 
Rule 45. 

Bellas in his order said defen
dants Cheung Ping Yin and oth
ers have failed to demonstrate that 
exceptional circumstances existed 
to require Manibusan to testify at 
the hearing. 

Defendants, the judge said, 
failed to demonstrate a compel
ling and legitimate need to call 
Lynch as a witness, especially 
since they were able to subpoena 
and cross-ex.amine Officer Paul 
T. Ogumoro regarding any assis
tance the prosecutor may have 
provided in preparing the search 
warrant and supporting affidavit. 

Timothy H. Bellas 

Court records showed that after 
finding probable cause to believe 
that an illegal gambling business 
was being conducted in the former 
Abracadabra Dive Shop in 
Gara.pan, Manibusan issued a 
search warrant last July 2. 

The following day, police of
ficers executed the search war
rant and found several individu
als, including the defendants, in 
the establishment. 

In all, over 60 of defendants' 
items were confiscated during the 
raid, including cash and checks in 
excess of $27,000. 

Defendants, through counsel 

Arriola, filed a motion for return 
of property. 

Prior to the scheduled hearing 
date of Aug. 25, 1999, Arriola 
caused subpoenas to be issued 
and served on Manibusan and 
Lynch, seeking testimony and 
documents in regard to the search 
warrant. 

In response to the subpoenas, 
Manibusan and Lynch each filed 
a motion to quash the subpoenas 
which the court granted. 

Included in each motion to 
quash was a request for sanctions 
against defendants and Arriola. 

The court took the sanctions 
issue under advisement in order · 
to allow defendants time to file an 
opposition to each sanction mo
tion. 

Bellas in his decision said sanc
tions are appropriate under Rule 
45 if the subpoenaing party fails 
to take reasonable steps to avoid 
imposing an undue burden on a 
third party. 

"In order to call a prosecutor as 
a witness, a defendant must dem
onstrate a compelling and legiti
mate need to do so. Where wit
nesses other than the prosecutor 
can testify to the same matters or 

. 2 new high schools, why not? 

There were more seats than people at the public hearing held for the 
planned second high school on Saipan, Wednesday night. 

By Marian A. Maraya 
Variety News Staff 

BUILD two separate new high 
schools on Saipan'.' Why not'! 

This is an alternative solution 
being seriously considered by 
Board of Education (BOE) mem
bers as well as parents and con
cerned individuals present at a 
public hearing for the planned 

Photo by Marian A. Maraya 

second high school last Wednes
day. 

The idea. raised by BOE mem
ber Anthony Pellegrino, appealed 
to most individuals at the hear
ing, as it would finally put an end 
to the long and exhausting debate 
on whether to put up the school up 
north or down south. 

BOE members Frances Diaz 

and Tom Pangelinan expressed 
support for Pellegrino's sugges
tion. 

"I am open to the suggestion. It 
is an excellent idea for two new 
high schools to be built. We're 
looking at one Kobler and one in 
Kagman ... because of the popula
tion shift, distribution of student 
population," said Pangelinan. 

"I like the alternative of having 
two schools," said Diaz. 

Reps. Dino Jones and Heinz 
Hofschneider were also quite 
taken with the idea. 

"Parents, let's support this al
ternative," Jones told parents. 

Pellegrino cited numerous ad
vantages to building two instead 
of one more high school. 

"There would be less discipline 
problems, smaller classrooms and 
more inter student 
relationships ... students get to 
know each other. smaller 
campusc ... 

"It would also encourage more 
interscholastic competitions be
tween schools, in academics," said 
Pellegrino. 

Adding the two proposed high 

Continued on page 47 

Woman makes scene at judge's house 
Variety News Staff 

A WOMAN was arrested for al
legedly creating a scene at the 
residence of Superior Court As
sociate Judge Juan T. Lizama in 
San Vicente at the wee hours of 
the morning yesterday. 

The Variety gathered that it was 
Lizama himself who contacted 
911 to remove his "former girl
friend,"Tatiana Nakkirovna Tsoi, 
from his house. 

The Attorney General's Office 
charged Tsoi with two counts of 

assault and battery, one count of 
disturbing the peace, and one 
count of obstructing justice. 

Superior Court Presiding Judge 
Edward Manibusan ordered the 
release ofTsoi on a $3,000 bond. 
The defendant was represented 
by her counsel Yoon Chang. 

Sources said Tsai, who was al
legedly under the influence of al
cohol, appeared at Lizama 's resi
dence and started yelling outside 
at about 4:30a.m. 

Lizama who was sleeping at 

the time with his family was awak
ened by the noise. He later called 
the police. 

When the police officers came, 
the defendant allegedly kicked 
Officer Norman Suda and also bit 
Officer Charlene Cabrera. 

At the bail hearing yesterday 
afternoon, Manibusanordered the 
defendant to stay away from 
Liza.ma's house. 

When contacted by the Vari
ety, Lizama refused to comment 
on the matter. 

Joseph A. Arriola 

conversations, no compelling 
need exits," said Bellas citing fed
eral court rnlings. 

Likewise, he added, only under 
exceptional circumstances can a 
judge be required to testify con
cerning actions taken in his judi
cial capacity. 

Bellas said the validity of a 
search warrant is based on the 
information actually stated in the 
affidavit supporting the issuance 
of the warrant itself. 

"What a judge or prosecutor 
may have known or thought about 
is irrelevant to the issue of whether 
there was sufficient probable 

cause to issue the warrant." he 
pointed out. 

To hold otherwise, he stated, 
would actually be to the disad
vantage of criminal defendants 
becau~e they would be required 
to produce information which is 
not readily apparent or available 
to them in order to challenge the 
validity of a search or arrest war
rant. 

Bellas said the record here re
flects no inappropriate grounds 
for the judge's actions, i.e., the 
signing of the search warrant 
based on the supporting affidavit. 

As such, he noted, an examina
tion into the mental processes of 
Manibusan will not be allowed. 

"It also appears that another 
purpose of the subpoena to 
Manibusan was to ask him to pro
duce or locate the whereabouts of 
an inventory of the items seized 
pursuant to the search warrant," 
Bellas said. 

The facts, as deduced at the 
hearing, the judge said, seem to 
be that Arriola came to the court
house to request a copy of the 
inventory and upon being in
formed that the document could 

Continued on page 45 
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By Rene P. Acosta 
Variety News Staff 

TO THE American soldiers who 
invaded the Philippines at the be
ginning of the century. the two 
bells were war booty, but for Fili
pinos, they signify their long 
struggle against colonial rule. 

Philippine Ambassador to the 
U.S. Ernesto Maceda has been 
pushing for the return of the church 
bells which American soldiers 
took as "souvenir" after an en
counter with Philippine revolu
tionaries in Balangiga, Samar. 

Maceda, a former Philippine 
Senate president, initiated the 
move during a recent meeting of 
the World War II Veterans Com
mittee in Washington, D.C. 

During the same meeting, he 
also urged American veterans to 

ask their lawmakers to pass a bill 
that would restore the benefits of 
Filipino World Wai· II veterans. 

Their benefits were taken away 
when the 79th Congress passed 
what became known as the Re
scission Act of 1946. 

As a U.S. colony at the time of 
the war, the Philippines was at
tacked and occupied by America's 
enemy. Japan. 

Maceda at the same ti me 
thanked retired U.S. Lt. Col. 
Walter Teague for initiating a 
campaign to persuade American 
veterans in Cheyene, Wyoming 
to return the bells to the Philip
pines. 

The ringing of the church bells 
on Sept. 28, 1901 signaled the 
attack by machete-wielding revo

Continued on page 45 
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Train crash kills 12 
GLENBROOK, Australia 
(Reuters)- As many as 12 people 
died yesterday when an Australian 
commuter train slammed into the 
back of another passenger train on 
the outskirts of Sydney. 

The official death toll from the 
collision, which happened at the 
foot of the Blue Mountains during 
the morning rush hour, was put at 
five, with some 65 passengers in
jured. 

But after visiting the site at 
Glenbrook, 34 miles west of 
Sydney, New South Wales state 
Premier Bob Carr told reporters up 
to a dozen people may have died. 

"There are going to be, maybe, 
IO or 12 families in New South 
Wales tonight who are going to be 
very sad," Carr said. 

"It could be that high." 
Police said the front carriage of a 

Sydney-bound train packed with 
office workers and school children 
plowed into the back of the cross
continent Indian-Pacific passenger 
train which was moving slow Iv on 

You can avoid accident, 
if you ... 

Drive 
Safely 

the same track. Its first three car
riages flew off the rails after the 
crash. 

Passengers on thecommutertrain 
said the driver ran from his com
partment shouting a warning sec
onds before the crash, which left 
the Indian-Pacific "embedded" in 
the commuter train. 

"We were going along fine and 
then the train driver ran down the 
stairs and said 'get down every
body', so we all got down and then 
it just crashed," Kate Plim told 
reporters. 

Indian-Pacific passengers said 
train staff had warned of a signal 
failure seconds before the crash at 
8:25 a.m. 

"The conductor made an an
nouncement that there was a signal 
failure," said Indian-Pacific pas
senger Rean Symmons. 

"It was like the biggest bang. It 
was like a couple of claps of thun
der right next to your head. I walked 
up to the city bound train and there 
was carnage, absolute carnage," 
she said. 

Regional police commander 
Bruce Johnston said the driver of 
the city-bound train, which had 
just rounded a blind bend, was be
ing treated for shock. 

"He is traumatized. He is being 
treated for shock. I know nothing 

about him except he was regarded 
as an experienced driver," Johnston 
said. 

Also among the survivors was 
ChristianDupressoir, who survived 
Australia's worst train crash 22 
years ago. 

Eighty-three people died when a 
train hit a bridge in Granville, in 
Sydney's west, in 1977. 

Dupressoir told Australian radio 
he quickly connected the two 
crashes in his mind and ran to help 
other passengers. 

''The front carriage was pretty 
horrific. The train was fairly packed 
and people were thrown all over 
the place," he said. 

State Rail, which owns the com
muter train, said it appeared at least 
one track signal in the area had 
been red. 

"In those circumstances the train 
drivers are trained ... to keep the 
trains moving at a slower speed,". 
State Rail chief executive officer 
Simon Lane told reporters at the 
scene. 

Police said the dead were all on 
the city-bound train. "The front 
carriage looks like a sardine can or 
a Coca Cola can which has been 
ripped opened," said Sport and 
Tourism Minister Jackie Kelly af
ter inspecting the scene of the acci
dent. 
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News Briefs. . 
Congress did little on immigration 

WASHINGTON (AP) - The notion that the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service is in need of a major overhaul is widely 
accepted, even by the agency's managers. So it seemed inevitable, 
when Congress convened in January, that policy-makers would 
agree to sweeping changes. 

Eleven months later, with politicians gone for the remainderofthe 
year, INS restructuring did not figure among lawmakers' accom-
plishments. . 

Lawmakers also failed to act on virtually every other maJor 
immigration issue before Congress this year, chief among them: 
providing more visas for high-tech workers; restoring welfare ben
efits to legal immigrants; and granting amnesty to Central Ameri
cans who fled strife in their homelands and are living illegally in the 
United States. 

"This Congress has been an abysmal failure in regards to immigra
tion policy," said Rep. Luis Gutierrez, D-Ill., chairman of the 
Congressional Hispanic Caucus' immigration task force. 

"A very disappointing year," agreed Jeanne Butterfield, executive 
director of the American Immigration Lawyers Association. 

The association and other immigrant advocacy groups blame 
Republicans, as does the White House. The administration pressed 
unsuccessfully to indude the amnesty and benefits restoration in the 
year-end budget package approved Nov. 19 by Congress and signed 
Monday by President Clinton. 

Belfast politicians take the reins 
DUBLIN, Ireland (AP) - Northern Ireland's new Protestant
Catholic administration hold its first historic meeting yesterday after 
a generation of brutality and bloodshed between the territory's 
longtime enemies. 

The meeting follows the forging of the closest bond in decades 
between the governments of Britain and Ireland, and the transfer of 
substantial powers from London to the new 12-member Cabinet in 
Belfast. 

The transfer, which took place at midnight with Queen Elizabeth 
!I's assent, challenges local politicians to forge a future built on 
compromise and mutual respect, the central goal oflast year's Good 
Friday peace accord. 

Northern Ireland parties have rarely displayed those qualities 
during 27 years of so-called "direct rule" from London, but this week 
agreed to share a Cabinet table together. 

The four-party coalition Cabinet gathers this afternoon to discuss 
how they are going to work together in the coming crucial months. 
The Democratic Unionists, the most hard-line Protestant party, have 
vowed never to sit in the same room with their fellow junior 
government partners, the IRA-linked Sinn Fein party. 

But first, in Dublin, senior British and Irish officials will sign 
treaties that authorize the closest political relations between the two 
nations since most of Ireland successfully rebelled against British 
rule in 1922. 

China executes 4 robbers 
SHANGHAI, China (AP) - Four men have been executed in 
Shanghai for robbing and slashing to death a female taxi driver, 
newspapers said Wednesday. 

Xu Hongjun and three other people were convicted in the Feb. 21 
attack on the driver, identified only by her surname, Cai, said the 
Jiefang Daily and Shanghai News. 

Armed with knives, the robbers flagged down Cai's taxi, slashed 
her in the face and neck and fled with 50,000 yuan ($ 6,000), the 
newspapers said. 

The sentence was carried out Tuesday by a court in the Baoshan 
district on the outskirts of Shanghai. 

Mandela namedl as lBurru.ndi medlftatorr 
ARUSHA, Tanzania (AP) - Fo1mer South African President 
Nelson Mandela was named Wednesday as the new mediator for 
talks aimed at ending the six-year-old civil war in Burundi. 

Regional leaders meeting in this northern Tanzanian town an
nounced Mandela 's appointment in a statement after a closed-door 
meeting. The 81-year-old Mandela replaces formerTanzanianPresi
dent Julius Nyerere, who died of leukemia last month. 

Fighting between Burundian government forces and Hutu rebels has 
killedmorethan200,000peoplesince 1993, when ethnic Tutsi paratroopers 
killed Burundi's first democratically elected president, an ethnic Hutu. 

The rebels are seeking the ouster of President Pierre Buyoya, a 
retired Tutsi military officer. 

Mandela takes up a formidable task. The talks, which began in 
June 1998, have made little headway. Violence has escalated in 
recent months and led to the army's forced resettlement of more than 
300,000 Hutu civilians into refugee camps that international human 
rights groups have condemned as squalid and unsafe. 

In announcing Mandela' s appointment, the leaders urged Mandela 
to move quickly to end the violence and praised Nyerere for his 
"selfless role to bring peace in Burundi." 

Hutus make up the majority of Burundi's 6.5 million people, but 
the minority Tutsis have controlled the country's government, army 
and economy for all but four months since independence in 1962. 

t 
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Judge sanctions la er 
By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

THE SUPERIOR Court yester
day sanctioned lawyer Joseph A. 
Arriola and his clients for serving 
subpoenas to Presiding Judge 
Edward Manibusan and Chief 
Prosecutor Kevin Lynch in con
nection with an alleged illegal 
gambling case. 

Associate Judge Timothy H. 
Bellas said the court finds that 
subpoenaing Manibusan and 
Lynch to testify at the hearing on 
the motion for return of property 
was sanctionable conduct under 
Rule 45. 

Bellas in his order said defen
dants Cheung Ping Yin and oth
ers have failed to demonstrate that 
exceptional circumstances existed 
to require Manibusan to testify at 
the hearing. 

Defendants, the judge said, 
failed to demonstrate a compel
ling and legitimate need to call 
Lynch as a witness, especially 
since they were able to subpoena 
and cross-examine Officer Paul 
T. Ogumoro regarding any assis
tance the prosecutor may have 
provided in preparing the search 
warrant and supporting affidavit. 

Timothy H. Bellas 

Court records showed that after 
finding probable cause to believe 
that an illegal gambling business 
was being conducted in the former 
Abracadabra Dive Shop in 
Garapan, Manibusan issued a 
search warrant last July 2. 

The following day, police of
ficers executed the search war
rant and found several individu
als, including the defendants, in 
the establishment. 

In all, over 60 of defendants' 
items were confiscated during the 
raid, including cash and checks in 
excess of $27,000. 

Defendants, through counsel 

Arriola, filed a motion for return 
of property. 

Prior to the scheduled hearing 
date of Aug. 25, 1999, Arriola 
caused subpoenas to be issued 
and served on Manibusan and 
Lynch, seeking testimony and 
documents in regard to the search 
warrant. 

In response to the subpoenas, 
Manibusan and Lynch each filed 
a motion to quash the subpoenas 
which the court granted. 

Included in each motion to 
quash was a request for sanctions 
against defendants and Arriola. 

The court took the sanctions 
issue under advisement in order 
to allow defendants time to file an 
opposition to each sanction mo
tion. 

Bellas in his decision said sanc
tions are appropriate under Rule 
45 if the subpoenaing party fails 
to take reasonable steps to avoid 
imposing an undue burden on a 
third party. 

"In order to call a prosecutor as 
a witness, a defendant must dem
onstrate a compelling and legiti
mate need to do so. Where wit
nesses other than the prosecutor 
can testify to the same matters or 

2 new high schools, why not? 

There were more seats than people at the public hearing held for the 
planned second high school on Saipan, Wednesday night. 

By Marian A. Maraya 
Variety News Staff 

BUILD two separate new hid1 
schools on Saipan'? Why not'? 

This is an alternative solution 
being seriously considered by 
Board of Education (BOE) mem
bers as well as parents and con
cerned individuals present at a 
public hearing for the planned 

Photo by Marian A. Maraya 

second high school last Wednes
day. 

The idea. raised by BOE mem
ber Anthony Pelkgrino, appealed 
to most individuals at the hear
ing, as it would finally put an end 
to the long and exhausting debate 
on whethertoput up the school up 
north or down south. 

BOE members Frances Diaz 

and Tom Pangelinan expressed 
support for Pellegrino's sugges
tion. 

"I am open to the suggestion. It 
is an excellent idea for two new 
high schools to be built. We're 
looking at one Kobler and one in 
Kagman ... because of the popula
tion shift, distribution of student 
population," said Pangelinan. 

"I like the alternative of having 
two schools," said Diaz. 

Reps. Dino Jones and Heinz 
Hofschneider were also quite 
taken with the idea. 

.. Parents, let's support this al
ternative,'' Jones told parents. 

Pellegrino cited numerous ad
vantages to building two instead 
of one more high school. 

"There would be less discipline 
problems, smallerc lassrooms and 
more inter student 
relationships ... studcnts get to 
know each other. smaller 
campuse ... 

"It would also encourage more 
interscholastic competitions be
tween schools, in academics," said 
Pellegrino. 

Adding the two proposed high 
Continued on page 47 

Woman makes scene at judge's house 
Variety News Staff 

A WOMAN was arrested for al
legedly creating a scene at the 
residence of Superior Court As
sociate Judge Juan T. Lizama in 
San Vicent~ at the wee hours of 
the morning yesterday. 

The Variety gathered that it was 
Lizama himself who contacted 
91 I to remove his "former girl
friend,"Tatiana Nakkirovna Tsai, 
from his house. 

The Attorney General's Office 
charged Tsai with two counts of 

assault and battery, one count of 
disturbing the peace, and one 
count of obstructing justice. 

SuperiorCourtPresidingJudge 
Edward Manibusan ordered the 
release of Tsai on a $3,000 bond. 
The defendant was represented 
by her counsel Yoon Chang. 

Sources said Tsai, who was al
legedly under the influence of al
cohol, appeared at Lizama's resi
dence and started yelling outside 
at about 4:30 a.m. 

Lizama who was sleeping at 

the time with his family was awak
ened by the noise. He later called 
the police. 

When the police officers came, 
the defendant allegedly kicked 
Officer Norman Suda and also bit 
Officer Charlene Cabrera. 

At the bail hearing yesterday 
afternoon, Mani bus an ordered the 
defendant to stay away from 
Lizama's house. 

When contacted by the Vari
ety, Lizama refused to comment 
on the matter. 

Joseph A. Arriola 

conversations, no compelling 
need exits," said Bellas citing fed
eral court rulings. 

Likewise, he added, only under 
exceptional circumstances can a 
judge be required to testify con
cerning actions taken in his judi
cial capacity. 

Bellas said the validity of a 
search warrant is based on the 
information actually stated in the 
affidavit supporting the issuance 
of the warrant itself. 

"What a judge or prosecutor 
may have known or thought about 
is irrelevant to the issue of whether 
there was sufficient probable 

cause to issue the warrant," he 
pointed out. 

To hold otherwise, he stated. 
would actually be to the disad
vantage of criminal defendants 
because they would be required 
to produce information which is 
not readily apparent or available 
to them in order to challenge the 
validity of a search or arrest war
rant. 

Bellas said the record here re
flects no inappropriate grounds 
for the judge's actions, i.e., the 
signing of the search warrant 
based on the supporting affidavit. 

As such, he noted, an examina
tion into the mental processes of 
Manibusan will not be allowed. 

"It also appears that another 
purpose of the subpoena to 
Manibusan was to ask him to pro
duce or locate the whereabouts of 
an inventory of the items seized 
pursuant to the search warrant," 
Bellas said. 

The facts, as deduced at the 
hearing, the judge said, seem to 
be that Arriola came to the court
house to request a copy of the 
inventory and upon being in
formed that the document could 

Continued on page 45 
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By Rene P. Acosta 
Variety News Staff 

TO THE American soldiers who 
invaded the Philippines at the be
ginning of the century, the two 
bells were war booty, but for Fili
pinos, they signify their long 
struggle against colonial rule. 

Philippi7ie Ambassador to the 
U.S. Ernesto Maceda has been 
pushing for the return of the church 
bells which American soldiers 
took as "souvenir" after an en
counter with Philippine revolu
tionaries in Balangiga, Samar. 

Maceda, a former Philippine 
Senate president, initiated the 
move during a recent meeting of 
the World War II Veterans Com
mittee in Washington, D.C. 

During the same meeting, he 
also urged American veterans to 

ask their lawmakers to pass a bill 
that would restore the benefits of 
Filipino World War II veterans. 

Their benefits were taken away 
when the 79th Congress passed 
what became known as the Re
scission Act of 1946. 

As a U.S. colony at the time of 
the war, the Philippines was at
tacked and occupied by America's 
enemy. Japan. 

Maceda at the same time 
thanked retired U.S. Lt. Col. 
Walter Teague for initiating a 
campaign to persuade American 
veterans in Cheyene, Wyoming 
to return the bells to the Philip
pines. 

The ringing of the church bells 
on Sept. 28, 1901 signaled the 
attack by machete-wielding revo

Continued on page 45 
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Hill off to Japan for 
Miss International 

By Marian A. Maraya 
Variety News Staff 

SHE'S cool, she 'scalm, and she's 
ready. 

And of all the things she is 
taking with her to the 2000 Miss 
International Beauty Pageant in 
Japan this month, Miyuki Hill 
considers "confidence" the most 
important. 

Having spent the last few 
months intensively preparing for 
the pageant, Hill expressed confi
dence she has a chance from 
among SO other candidates vying 
for the much-coveted beauty title. 

"Preparing for a competition of 
this magnitude .. .it takes so much 
work. I have been working out 
with my trainer very very rigor
ously. I have been preparing all 
my gowns and dresses, going 
shopping for winter clothes be
cause it is really cold in Japan this 
time of the year," Hill said. 

"I am putting my 101 percent to 
this endeavor-physically, men
tally, and emotionally ... so that 
when I get there, I would feel very 
confident. 

.. I know I feel very very pre
pared. I feel very good that I have 
had all this time to prepare be-
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1 ' Walt Disney Animated 

S/,etp~ MDttM--r> ~ 
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THE StxtH SENSE ~ 
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Fri. 7:30 '·R· · 
Sat/Sun 2:30 • 7:30 

Suspense Horror 

UNFAITHFUL WIFE ~ 
Fri. 4:45, 10:15 NR 
Sal/Sun 11:30, 4:45 • 10:15 

Jan Veneracion • Patricia Havier 
24 HRS SHOWTIME INFO :234-9000 

Miyuki Hilf 

cause I know in the past, women 
who have gone off-island to this 
kind ofinternational competitions, 
they have very very short ti me to 
prepare and that's not good," Hill 
said. 

"So I am grateful that I have a 
· couple of months to prepare and 

that makes me feel good," she 
added. 

Hill'smainadvantageoverma
jority of the contestants is pre
cisely her fluency in speaking 
Japanese. 

"There won't be any language 
barrier since I am fluent in J apa
nese_ So I feel very comfortable 
in that respect," she said. 

Twenty-year-old Hill was born 

in Japan. 
"My Morn is Japanese and my 

Dad is African-American," Hill 
said. 

Months of preparation for one 
coronation night was quite tough 
on Hill especially with academic 
obligations she has to attend to. 

Hill is currently a full-time stu
dent at the Northern Marianas Col
lege (NMC), taking up Liberal 
Arts, with plans on transferring to 
the University of Hawaii in the 
next term. 

"I have been doing a lotofother 
things too. It's very difficult to 
juggle schoolwork and this. It's 
tough but I think lam doing okay," 
said Hill. 

She considers it fate that she 
was again asked to have the honor 
of representing the CNMI in this 
international event. 

"It was like a reverse of fortune. 
After the pageant, I focused all 
my energy on something· else. I 
shifted everything towards· my 
studies ... so my attention and con
cerns were leaned towards what I 
was going to be majoring in and 
things like that," she said. 

It just took one phone call, ac
Continued on page 45 

Maratita asks Ingram 
help for broken vessel 

Edward U. Maratita 

By Jojo Dass 
Variety News Staff 

ROTA Sen. Edward U. Maratitais 
seeking assistance from Public 
Safety Commissioner Charles W_ 
Ingram Jr. in connection with a 
broken rescue boat that has yet to 
be replaced. 

In a letter to Ingram, Maratita 
said he has been informed that the 
Rota office of the Department of 
Public Safety has been without 
engines for their Boston Whaler 
for the past year. 

Maratita said o.ne of the engines 
was out of service and was sent to 
Saipan for repairs a year ago.while 
the other is on "temporary loan" to 
Saipan DPS. 

"Rota DPS has communicated 
their need for the return of the 
engines but has yet to be successful 
in their efforts.· Instead, they have 
been told that DPS is still awaiting 
federal funding for the replacement 
of both engines," wrote Maratita. 

Maratita explained that the ab
sence of a DPS rescue boat may 
jeopardize police operations in times 
of emergency at Rota's waters. 

Charles W. Ingram Jr. 

'The importance of having an 
operating rescue boat available ... 
can not be understated, as there 
have already been recent incidents 
where private boatowners had to 
be called on to assist in rescue 
operations in our surrounding," 
Maratita said. 

Maratita expressed concerns 
Rota DPS could be put in a bad 
light"should an emergency arise in 
the future where rescue operations 
prove unsuccessful due to Rota 
DPS having been unnecessarily 
hindered by a lack of fundamental 
operating equipment." 

Maratita asked Ingram to assist 
Rota DPS in "expediting the re
lease of .. federal funds or in iden
tifying alternative funding which 
can be used to replace these much
needed engines." 

Ingram, in a phone interview, 
said he has not seen Mara ti ta' s 
letter which is dated Dec. I. He 
explained he is officially on leave 
and has just been coming in and out 
of office. 

He nevertheless assured he will 
look into the matter. 
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A~cordi,ig to Jones: 

Support mounts for PCB suit 
By Jojo Dass 
Variety News Staff 

EFFORTS to file a class action 
suit against concerned federal 
government agencies have re
sulted to a snowballing petition
signing campaign that has so far 
attracted over 500 signatures from 
Tanapag residents, said House 
Minority leader Dino M. Jones 
(D-Saipan). 

address mounting concerns on the 
effects of toxic waste abandoned 
by the U.S. military to the Tanapag 
residents. 

The "overwhelming" response 
to the petition, said Jones, "re
flects" the residents' interest in 
filing a class action suit against 
the Department of Defense. 

The petition letter will be used 
as an attachment to documents to 
be presented before the federal 
court, said Jones. 

this. We finally got the ball roll
ing" said Jones. 

The lawmaker, who represents 
Tanapag and nearby villages at 
the Northern Marianas House of 
Representatives, had earlier said 
he has already contacted a U.S. 
mainland-based law firm which 
has expertise on the litigation that 
will take place. 

The law firm, said Jones, has 
expressed interest in handling the 
case. 

ganizing the suit and making cal
culations as to how much in com
pensation should be sought in 
damages to health and properties 
that may be rendered useless due 
to the contamination. 

Following Jones' action, 
Greenpeace International wrote 
Variety seeking to establish con
tact with Jones and other local 
government officials in an appar
ent effort to extend assistance to 
the residents. 

At the same time, Jones, in a 
phone interview, expressed will
ingness to work with Greenpeace 
International in seeking ways to 

"They are very interested now 
that somebody is spearheading Dino M. Jones 

Jones did not name the com
pany, explaining they are still or-

Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio wel
comed Greenpeace's move. 

Graco, Century 
and Evenflo Travel 

System 
(Stroller/Car Seat) 

20% OFF 

1)(1-'1"1, '&,at.1,1, 
FRIDAY, DEC. 3 ONLY 

10:00am-7:00pm 
10% Additional Savings for all Carmen Safeway 

check cashing cardholder on door buster items only 

STANFORD RESORT HOTEL 
$29.00/Night 

• Largest Twil Bedrooms 
• 24 Hour Hot Water 
• Spl~-Aircon 
• Swimming Pool 
• Cable TY 
• Cleanest Rooms 

One Month : $499 
2 weeks: s300 

(With Kitchenette and Daily Hotel Service) 
Dinner B.B.Q BUFFET 

(Fridays & Saturdays 7 -9 PM) Tel: (670) 235-8500/4 • Fax: (670) 235-3042 

Baby Jogger & 
Koolstride 

Jogging Stroller 

Century/Evenflo 
Convertible Car Seat 

(Infant-Toddler) 

20% Off 

Dutalier 
Glider Motion 

Chair 

25% OFF 

30% OFF 

50% OFF 

Carmen's Baby 
Chalan Kanoa, Beach Road 

Tel: 235-7314 
BUSINESS HOURS: 

Mon-Fri. - 10:00-7:00 • Saturday - 9:00-7:00 
Sunday - 10:00-6:00 



More power to OPA 
IT SEEMS there is not much attention being paid to the status of audit 
recommendations made by the Public Auditor's Office to resolve 
questionable transactions made by former public officials when they 
were in office several years ago. 

Now, residents are finding out that not much have been done by the 
appropriate agencies towards the recovery of misused funds and/or the 
prosecution of tllose who have abused their powers when they were in 
power. For instance. only late last month, Public Auditor Leo LaMotte 
wrote CUC Executive Director Tim Villagomez asking how far the 
latter has gone towards the task of recovering over $250,000 from his 
predecessor. Ramon S. Guerrero, who is poised to take his seat as Saipan 
senator when the 12th Legislature convenes early next year. 

According to an OP A listing, the amount represents money either 
mistakenly or improperly paid the former executive director in the form 
of retirement benefits. compensatory time payments, standby pay
ments. unjustified expenses and funds involving the purchase of a 
machine assembly which "were never received." 

While it is unclear what the status of the effort to recover is, it seems 
not much has been done and that the recovery of funds is yet to be fully 
carried out. This raises the question of whether such inaction or lack of 
progress holds true to other cases involving other erring officials or 
whether there is a developing apathy on the part of the agencies in 
recovering what is due government as per OPA' s recommendations. 

For example, have the concerned agencies been able to recover the 
over $100,000 in public funds that were allegedly misused by former 
Finance Secretary Tony Cabrera as disclosed by the Dec. 14, 1998 audit 
report? How much has been recovered so far and how much have since 
been adequately justified? Has there been a satisfactory plan arranged 
for repayment? Whatever happened to the recommendation that the 
Attorney General's Office take legal action to enforce payment, and 
prosecute the former secretary for misconduct in public office? 

What gives? 
There l1as been a number of instances when OPA recommendations 

have either been ignored and forgotten. In the end, the Lask of pursuing 
good government, as exemplified by the OPA ends half-completed. 

TI1ere have been incidents in the past when former officials of CPA, 
MVB. MPLC, and other agencies were found by the OPA to have 
misused public funds through faulty transactions. accounting proce
dures and questionable spending. But the problem is that '"misdeeds" do 
not get caught u11til afterthey have left office and their successors are left 
to a;sess the damage wrought. · 

While the OPA has been-very consistent and effective in its task of 
detecting abuse and waste of public funds, its hands are bound because 
it has no authority to go after the culprits and prosecute them. 

It is the Attorney General's Office which has this power, but it seems 
it ends up dragging its feet in doing this, for whatever reason. 

Whether this inaction brings abcut the same bad practices within the 
present establishment as with those of the previous administrations, 
remains to be seen. But there are some ofus who reasonably expect such 
a pattern could be developing and that irregularities will eventually be 
detected by future audits only after erring officials leave office. 

It is imponant that the OPA not only continue with its yeoman's task 
of exposing anomalies in government, but be equipped with more power 
to c,o after the bad errs. in case the AGO fails to do its job. 

"[here has been l~g1slation pending in th<.: L..:gisluturc giving the 
Public Auditor prosecutorial powers and maybe, it's about time that 
such a proposal be seriously considered by the incoming leaders. 

Let's empower the OPA more so it need not rely on a bureaucratic 
system to ensure that irregularities in government are severely dealt with 
and perpetrators are prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law. 

After all, the OP A. under Mr. LaMotte has been doing one heck of a 
job as government watchdog. It will for sure do better if the community 
gives it full support. 

Rafael H. Arroyo 
--~ldy ,oandan 

P.O. Box 231, Saipan MP 96950-0231 
Tel. (670) 234-6341/757819797/9272 
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I1M GLAD 'IOU 
THINK DRUGS ARE 

UNCOOL ... BUT I 
WORRY ABOUT 
YOUR COOKIE --
DEPfNDENCY. 

Zaldy Dandan 

• Variations 

Terrible two's 
WHEN I first heard about the upcoming '"Coura- perform simple "chores": tum on the TV, bring this 
geous Parenting Seminar," I thought it was for to nanny, tum off the light, dump this into the trash 
parents who have a two-year-old kid. can, get your socks, getyourdiapers, where's daddy's 

My son Miggy recently rumed two, and he's slippers, stop slapping daddy. 
acting his age. He loves to pick up the phone and talk At any rate, I've observed during the six years I've 
to the dial tone, which will eventually turn into that been on this island that toddlers born here to Filipino 
annoying shrill sound at -which point my son will parents tend to speak in gibberish. I think I know 
insist that I take the receiver and "continue" the why. Their parents speak to them in English. At the 
phone conversation. Otherwise, he 'II throw a tan- same time, they will hear their parents speak to each 
trum by screwing up his face and screaming as if other in Filipino or in one of those Philippine dia-
Division of Youth Services officials could actually lects. Their nanny, in addition, usually speaks a 
hear it and would come running to pay us a visit. different Philippine dialect. No wonder Miggy still 

He likes tugging at electrical cords. He's very speaks in a language that sounds like across between 
interested with those wires at the back of the refrig- Cantonese Chinese and Swahili. 
erator. He wants to know what will happen when he Like other "amateur" parents, I try to improve my 
finally gets to stick his fork into an electric socket. paternal skills by going through those "What to 
He demands to be allowed to slide, as if a movie Expect" books, subscribing to Child, reading Dr. 
video tape, one of-sometimes both-his slippers William Flood's columns and consulting with Pa-
into the VCR. He uses the TV remote control like a cific Medical Center's Dr. Ahmad AI-J\lou. I know 
calculator, which he also wants to stick into the there is no such thing as a bad boy and that spanking 
VCR. He has this knack for knowing exactly when lo doesn't work. It does not improve behavior over 
grab the remote and switch the channels--during a time. It may also have negative consequences. The 
particular program's denouement, or when the sit- American Academy of Pediatrics says that "disci-
com actor is about to deliver the punch line. pline techniques should incorporate positive rein-

Although he has his own picture books, he will try to forcements of good behavior and should encourage 
grab whatever it is I'm reading which he will then "read." a loving relationship between parents and children." 

He likes riffling through drawers, and I mean those · Besides, like other kids of his age who has done 
sliding boxes where we keep his clothes. He likes to something that will pump their old man's blood 
look at photographs. He likes it so much he will try pressure, Miggy knows how to effectively employ 
to eat them. what the comedian Dana Carvey calls ;'The Power of 

He 'II eat anything-except the food we give him. Cuteness."This power has the same effect on parents 
He keeps hitting the TV with the back scratcher. At as kryptonite has on Superman. No matter how 
one point, I told him to stop whacking at the hapless irritated we are with the little brats' latest "ex-
TV or I'll kick his butt. He kicked rriy shin. He was ploits"-plunking the keys into the toilet bowl, for 
about to hit me with the stick, too, but fortunately I'm example--our rage will melt away the moment they 
still the faster runner. give us that Aren 't-1-So-Cute look. We immediately 

He considers my stomach the saddle on which he feel our anger weakening, limping ... and gone. 
could simulate the joys of rodeo. So now I've to finish this column because Miggy's 

He's very loquacious but I still don't know what pounding on the door, yelling "dadeee" and I think 
the hell he's talking about. Yet we can communicate. officials of the Division of Youth Services~ala the 
He knows and can pronounce the names of several Justice Department's Alcohol, Tobacco and Fire-
things and, if he's in the right mood, can even arms agents--might actually barge in this time. 
........ -·-······ ····--·------·-········ ····---~---··-········· 

/·'I . ' ·,. ,, 

; ,, 
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~ Letters to the .editor 
LETTERS to the editor must carry the full name of the writer and signature, with a telephone number (in 
case of faxed or mailed fetters) for verification. Letters addressed to other publications or to third parties 
and those endorsing particular political candidates are discouraged. All letters are subject to editing. The 
Variety reserves the right to reject any letters. Name withheld and unsigned letters will not see print. 

THIS is simply to share my disap
pointment regarding Ray Austin's 
letter to the editor published last 
Monday. 

Ray accused the Board of Edu
cation members of "making as
sumptions and uneducated hy
potheses'.' regarding communica
tions between the Public School 
System and parents. 

Ray further slammed two board 
members by calling them "tur
keys." 

This might be entertaining to 
you Ray, but not to us. 

BOE and PSS officials have spent 
countless of hours researching for 
the besteducation reform measures 
to consistently improve the quality 
of education for all students. 

This process always includes 
the participation of teachers, par
ents and community leaders, and 
it is a never ending challenge. 

Disappointed 
These professic;mals do not make 

"uneducated hypotheses." They 
base their decisions on research 
findings done by experts in this 
field who take into consideration 
the conditions of our education 
system at the local level. Change in 
education is overtime and change 
has its own unique process. 

William S. Reyes Elementary 
School has been implementing 
the Peace Building Program in 
which students are taught to pro
foundly value their relationship 
with others. This program has 
been tested nationally, including 
here in the CNMI. This success
fu I program teaches, among.other 
things, that we should "praise 
more," that we should avoid "put 
downs," and that we should "make 
wrong right." I hope that Ray takes 
time to revisit this excellent pro
gram. After all, he is Parent/ 

Teacher Association president. 
While Ray continues to put 

down people in PSS, profession
als iike the BOE members, Edu
cation Commissioner Rita H. Inos, 
program specialists, principals, 
teachers, counselors, parents and 
many others will definitely con
tinue to intensively collaborate in 
developing the best strategies to 
constantly improve our education 
programs. 

PSS might not be the best sys
tem but we surnly outclassed many 
other islands. 

Still, wemustconsistently work 
together as a community in bring
ing about positive change in our 
education system. 

Someone once said that, some
times, "attitudes are the real dis
abilities." 

TOM PANGELINAN 
Board of Education member 

Advice to Senate majority 
I HOPE my friend, Senate Presi
dent Paul A. Manglona, would 
treat well our senator-elect, 
RamonS. "Kumoi"DLGuerrero. 

I have always considered Paul 
an educated person. I hope he 
would not allow party affiliations 
to affect his judgment. 

We know that the majority in 
the Senate will determine who 
will be named chairmen of the 
committees.But any elected mem
ber has the right to participate in a 

committee in its search for the 
betterment of our people, our so
ciety and our islands. 

Kumoi will be a one-man mi
nority in the Senate once he is 
sworn in in Jan. 2000. But he is 
elected by the majority of the vot
ers who want changes in our 
economy and better life for our 
people and our society. 

I hope all the senators would try 
to work together for our people. I 
hope the majority would not un-

derestimate Kumoi 'scapabilities, 
and that they would respect the 
mandate of the Saipan voters, his 
constituents, his supporters. 

Paul, I hope you also follow the 
example of Senate Floor Leader 
Pete P. Reyes by taking us out of 
this office rental situation. Save 
the $10 million dollars being 
wasted on office rentals for our 
economy. 

PEDRO DLG. PANGELINAN 
As Lita, Saipan 

Positive experience 
THE CROSS country champion
ship held last Nov. 20 was a very 
positive experience for us. We 
look forward to this event every 
year. 

There are many people that we 
need to thank for doing such a 
wonderful job implementing and 
organizing the event: RayTebuteb 

To the CNMl's leaders 

Several weeks llf;O, Grace 
C hris1ia11Acade111y had it's Mis
sio11s Co11l'ention i11 which pu
pils were challenged to tell oth
ers about Jesus. 

Here are some of the letters 
from a third grade class: 

Dear Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio: 

A friend loves you all the time. 
Proverbs 17: 17 

J.R.REYES 

Please do not make the people 
do drugs. And please make the 
people stop littering on the beach 
or at the park. Remember, God 
made the world. 

Isa Taitano 

"If someone does wrong to 
you, do not pay him back by 
doing wrong to him. Try to do 
what everyone thinks is right. 
Do your best to live in peace 

for making sure that the Tinian 
kids get their chance to compete; 
the NMI Track and Field Federa
tion for their hard work in running 
the event; the many coaches, par
ents, teachers who played a part in 
the success of the cross country 
meet; and we would also like to 
congratulate Saipan Community 

with everyone." Romans 12: 17-
18. 

Frank Yeung 

You should tell people to stop 
doing drugs. Please tell other 
people to throw their drugs away. 
They should keep the ocean clean. 

I wish you could speak in our 
Chapel one Wednesday. 

Mary Cris Ta 

God is your Savior. Love God. 
Do not stop praying to the Lord 

Jesus Christ. We are praying for 
you. I hope that you are working 
hard. Keep praying to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Micaela 

Why don't you stop by our 
school and talk to us, oh yeah, 
bring Lt. Gov. Je_sus R. Sablan 
with you, too! Come at 8 a.m. 

Russell Buenaventura 

If I were in your shoes I would 

School on their many fine perfor
mances. SCS was clearly the best 
team in the meet. 

We look forward to this fun 
event next year. 

JONATHAN SAN NICOLAS 
Captain 

Tinian High School Athletic Club 

ask people to help in making our 
place a good place to live on. Be 
good CNMI leaders. I will also 
help people around me. 

God lov~s you very much and 
I love you CNMl leaders. 

God Bless. 
Ronnagail Dans 

I wish you could speak in our 
Chapel. Please keep the ocean 
clean. 

Marie Jo 

Please tell the people not to 
mess up Micro Beach. Please 
tell them to keep it clean be
cause Jesus made Saipan a nice 
place to live on not a trash can. 

Jesus loves you. 
Miki Evangelista 

Dear Mayor Jose C. Sablan: 
Please take all the robbers, 

mayor. Make them kind, good 
and praise God. God loves you. 
Please read the Bible. 

Karla Alegre 

'Let's get involved' 
THERE is no question that a 
new high school is urgently 
needed to accommodate the 
growing numberof enrollments. 

I thank the Public School Sys
tem and those involved for an
swering this dilemma. 

The next big question is 
where? 

Lt. Gov. Jesus R. Sablan has 
brought out excellent ideas that 
must be considered before such 
a site is chosen. I also urge the 
Board of Educatior; to consider 
the following concerns in deter
mining the feasibility of a site: 
safety, proper learning environ
ment, infrastrucrure, traffic con
gestion and population distribu
tion. 

Based on these criteria, I 
strongly believe that Kagman is 
the best location. It is safe and 
economical, especially to those 
in the northern villages. We don't 
have to worry about plane crashes 
or major industrial accidents. 
Kagman also provides the envi
ronment and tranquillity for 
learning. Wedon'thavetoworry 
about emergency sirens running 
back and forth nor the noise that 
planes create when taking off 
and landing. Except for the sewer 
line, Kagman has reliable elec-

trical power and water. 
Having the site in Kagman 

would also divert some of the 
traffic from Beach and Middle 
Roads. Kagman, moreover. is 
probably the largest homestead 
site on Saipan so picking 
Kagman is logical considering 
its population. It is opportune to 
place a high school in the east
ern shore to accommodate stu
dents from the northern and east
ern sectors. 

I urge the general public to 
attend the next Board of Educa
tion hearing regarding this mat
ter so that our ideas, objections, 
comments and opinions can be 
heard. Everyone is affected by 
this so let's have our voices 
heard. I know it is common prac
tice for us to shy away from 
public forums and then when a 
decision is made, to complain. 
This is not the time to do it! 

Let's assist our leaders in a 
majorendeavor. Discussing dis
agreements over an issue is 
healthy because it allows those 
making the decision to see a lot 
of points and other beneficial 
ideas that may come up. Let's 
get involved. 

JOSEPH H. ALDAN 
Kagman, Saipan 

Sablan for NMC president 
AS A NORTHERN Marianas 
College student, I am saddened 
by the imminent departure of 
Agnes M. McPhetres, our long
time president. 

Nevertheless, I applaud the 
Legislature for endorsing Jack 
Sablan's candidacy for the soon
to-be vacant position. 

While the NMC Board of Re
gents must make the ultimate de
cision regarding who will be the 
college's next chief executive, I 
believe the Legislature's seal of 
approval gives Mr. Sablan the 
edge he needs to secure the post. 

Mr. Sablan 's appointment 

would preserve NMC's institu
tional integrity. 

The hiring of someone already 
familiar with the inner workings 
of the college, combined with·his 
education and many years of ex
perience. leaves no doubt in my 
mind as to the continued future 
success of NMC. 

As for Mrs. McPhetres. I thank 
her for all the time and energy she 
has invested in the college and 
wish her the very best of luck in 
whatever endeavors she pursues 
in the coming years. 

DAN SVOBODA 
San Vicente, Saipan 

Thank you?! 
THIS is regarding the article "99 
Things to be lliankful" published 
on Thanksgiving Day. 

Your staff failed to say thank 
you to the garment industry on 
Saipan as well as to its workers. 

Let's face it; there is no indus
try here except garment manufac
turing. Without it, we may all 
have return to our mother country 
and ti! 1 the soi I. 

ROMY M. ORDAS 
Quality Assurance Manager 

Li & Fung (Exports) Ltd. 

The Variety replies: 

Berter ask the locals first if be
ing called reside11ts of "these is
lands of slaves" is something to 
be thankful for. We don't think. 
incidentally, that they would mind 
you returning to your mother 
counrry and tilling the soil--eds. 

To prevent HN/AIDS, 
Think of the ABC's -Abstain, 
Be Faithful and use Condom. 

, I 
. ,; 
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AG also charges man BDC back to normal 
who posed as officer after transfer 'furor' 

By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

THEAITORNEYGeneral'sOf
fice yesterday filed criminal 
charges against a man who alleg
edly posed as a law enforcement 
officer and disturbed the peace of 
two persons. 

Nick Manning Sanchez Castro, 
27, was charged with impersonat
ing an officer, unlawful wearing 
of officer's uniform, insignia or 
badge, and two counts of disturb
ing the peace. 

Assistant Attorney General 
Elaine A. Paplos in the complaint 
stated that on or about last Sept. 
27 Castro did "pretend to be an 
officer and falsely assumed or 
exercised the functions, duties, 
powers and privileges incident to 
being a police officer, corrections 
officer, or firefighter, either indi
rectly or directly to facilitate the 
commission of a crime ... " 

The prosecutor said the defen
dant while posing as an officer 
disturbed the peace of two per
sons. 

Paplos said Castro did "unlaw
fuJiy wear an officer's uniform, 
insignia or badge while not being 
a police officer, corrections of
ficer, or firefighter." 

Castro was summoned to ap
pear in Superior Court on Jan. 3, 
2000. 

No other details were given. 
Castro recently pleaded guilty 

to a federal case charging him for 
posing as a federal agent and 
searching the belongings of some 
students at the Marianas High 
School last September. 

According to court records, 
Castro displayed a badge and rep
resented he was a member of the 
CNMI Drug Task Force and was 
working with the U.S. Dru.g En
forcement Administration. 

'Ice' dealer gets 10 years 
By Eric F. Say 
Variety News Staff 

HAGATNA-A Filipino na
tional who tried to elude fed
eral Drug Enforcement 
Agency officers for nearly 
seven months but was captured 
in Manila and returned to 
Guam will serve the next l 0 
years in a federal prison. 

Teofila B. Cayabyab was sen
tenced in U.S. District Court ear-

lier this week for distributing 
nearly I 00 grams of crystal meth
amphetamine. 

Cayabyab sold the drug for 
many months on Guam until he 
learned that DEA agents were on 
to him. 

He fled to the Philippines, but 
because of the extradition treaty 
between that country and the U.S., 
DEA agents were able to track 
Cayabyab in Manila. 

By Rene P. Acosta 
Variety News Staff 

IT IS now back to normal for the 
Northern Marianas College's 
Business Development Center. 

The center, said BDC's Eric 
Plinske, is now beginning to pick 
up and administer servkes to both 
small and medium businesses 
including struggling ones. 

The center, for the past weeks, 
had been at odds with former BOC 
head, Jack Peters, who left months 
ago to take the directorship of the 
Pacific Islands Small Business 
Development Center Network 
based at the University of Guam. 

Peters had proposed that BDC 

be transferred under jurisdiction 
of the Commonwealth Develop
ment Center. 

The "behind the back" work 
has drawn college and other top 
government officials into the con
troversy, including Senator Pete 
Reyes who is now conducting his 
own investigation on the motive 
behind the planned transfer. 

Plinske, who admitted the ad
ministrationservices was affected 
if not derailed at the time the 
controversy was at its height, said 
the center and its staff have to 
pick pieces up as they try to ig
nore the problem. 

The BOC staff has just put the task 

of ironing out the problem to the 
shoulders of government officials. 

Meantime, the center's staff 
has unveiled a "Strategic Annual 
Plan" for the current fiscal year, 
which includes four major pro
grams and services that can be 
participated in by individuals still 
struggling or those who are al
ready into business. 

These are the Business CPR . 
(Crisis Prevention and Revital
ization); Strategic Business Alli
ance Program; Business Plan for 
Success Program; and the Web 
page set-up. · 

The BDC Staff designed the 
Continued on page 47 

STARTING THEM YOUNG. First graders from Sr. Aurora Tana's class in Mt. Carmel on Saipan show their 
support for increased awareness against HIV/AIDS during Wednesday's World AIDS Day event. 

Photo by Haiclee V. Eugenio 

cJlterrg BRrislmas and a Jeappg c9f eG, !Vear 

AQUA RESORT CLUB 
Saipan 

A great place to be ... 
Tel: (670) 322-1234 • Fax: (670) 322-1220 
E-mail: inbsales@aquaresortsaipan.com 

CHAMPAGNE 
SUNDAY BRUNCH 

from 11:00AM -
2:00PM 

Adult: $20.00 
Child: $10.00 

STEAK & LOBSTER 
NIGHT 

from 6:30PM-9:30PM 
CAB Steak & Lobster 
priced by ounces and 

28 
ITALIAN NIGHT 
DINNER BUFFET 

from 6:30pm - 9:30 
pm 

ADULT: $22.00 
CHILD: $11.00 

29 
CHAMORRO FIESTA 

DINNER BUFFET 
from 6:30 p.m. to 

9:30 p.m. 
ADULT: $22.00 
CHILD: $11.00 

DINNER 
A 'LA CARTE' 

includes; 
Salad Bar with your 

and Tempting 
Desserts. 

choice of Dressings · ~ ~ 

, .... -- ...................... '• . - ~ - .. - - ..... ·-. '·. ··········--- ............................ . 

?23) 
STEAK & LOBSTER 

NIGHT 
from 6:30pm-

9:30pm 
CAB Steak & Lobster 
priced by ounces and 

includes: 
Salad Bar with your 
choice of Dressings 

and Tempting 
Desserts 

SOUTH OF THE 
BORDER 

(MEXICAN STYLE) 
DINNER BUFFET 
from 6:30pm to 

9:30pm 
Adult: $22.00 
Child: $11.00 

I 

0/ 
~ C3,. 

241 

SEAFOOD DIN~irf' 
BUFFET 

at Costa Restaurant 
from 6:30PM-9:30PM 

Adult: $22.00 
Child: $11.00 

CHRISTMAS GALA 
DINNER 

SIT-DOWN 
DINNER 

at Raraina 
Restaurant 

Adult: $55.00 / 
J<ids: $30.00 

" 
NEW YEARS EVE 

GALA DINNER 
at Raraina Restaurant 

Adult: $65.00 / 
Kids: $35.00 

From 6:00PM -
10:00PM 

NEW YEARS EVE 
GALA DINNER AT 

THE POOLSIDE 
Adult: $70.00 / 

Kids: $35.00 
from 6:30PM -

1:00AM 

1i2s< 
EGGNOG LUNCH ,. 

BUFFET 
AT COSTA 

RESTAURANT 
from 11 :OOAM to 2:00PM 

Adult $18.00 / Kids: 
$10.00 

CHRISTMAS DINNER 
BUFFET 

at Costa Restaurant 
from 6:30PM - 9:30PM 
Adult: $22.00 / Kids: 

$11.00 

TRADITIONAL 
CHRISTMAS DINNER 
at Raraina (Fine Dining) 

SIT-DOWN DINNER 
from 6:30PM • 9:30PM 
Adult $55.00 / Kids: 

$30.00 

HANG-OVER 
BRUNCH 

at the Costa and 
Raraina Restaurant 
from 11:00 a.m. to 

2:00 p.m. 
ADULT: $22.00 
CHILD: $11.00 

STEAK & LOBSTER 
NIGHT 

from 6:30PM-9:30PM 
CAB Steak & Lobster 
priced by ounces and 

includes: 
Salad Bar with your 
choice of Dressings 

and Tempting 
Desserts. 

·J 
:::i; ,, 
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Senate to CUC: 

'Move with power project' 
By Haidee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

THE SENATE yesterday said it 
will be taking concrete "actions" 
to ensure the Commonwealth 
Utilities Corporation (CUC) will 
award the contract to the bidder 
evaluated as having the best and 
final proposal for the $ 120 mil
lion Saipan power plant project in 
the soonest time possible. 

This developed following sepa
rate meetings between Enron In
ternational officials, Senate Presi
dent Paul A. Manglona and Rep. 
David A. Apatang, chairman of 
the House' Public Utilities Trans
portation Committee (PUTC). 

"The Senate is considering cer
tain actions to assist, facilitate and 
expedite the contract initiation of 
this critical project. That means 
whatever necessary move to do 
that will be taken up," said 
Manglona, but refused to disclose 
specific details pending discus
sions with other members of the 
Senate. 

Manglona said while Enron 
basically updated the Legislature 
on the status of the 80 megawatt 
power plant project, the idea of 
CUC "collapsing" the existing 
request for proposal (RFP) has 

Paul A. Manglona 

also been tossed out. 
He said Enron pointed out that 

all bidders have already justified 
the need for a new Saipan power 
plant, thereby making the new 
financial evaluation paid for by 
CUC as another waste of money, 
effort and time. 

"The former governor even 
questioned the need for this 
project two months ago and 
Pamela Mathis, speaking on be
half of the Board of Directors 
went out of her way to justify the 
need for a new power plant. .. As 
far as we are concerned, we want 
this project to move on," said 
Manglona. 

He continued, "We are very 

David A. Apatang 

concerned because of the delay of 
this project. For the mean time, 
we don't see completion of the 
project in the near future." 

Frederick E. LaCroix, general 
managerofEnron Guam Piti Cor
poration, a subsidiary of Enron 
International, said in an interview 
that the 20-year comprehensive 
study done by R.W. Beck two 
years ago had already addressed 
CUC's current concerns on the 
feasibility and need for a new 
power plant. 

He said the new financial evalu
ation contracted by CUC for 
$45,000 and would only be con
ducted for weeks will only dupli
cate R.W. Beck's study. 

WorldPass Extra Savings 

Keeping in Touch with Loved Ones is the Best Gift You Calll Give! 

This holiday season GTE Pacifica keeps you in touch with friends and family. 
Pick GTE Pacifica's WorldPass Extra Savings and enjoy our most affordable long 

distance rates, plus the longest off-peak hours in the CNMI. Tell our Customer 
Service Representative that you are Santa's Helper when you complete your 

enrollment form for the Worldpass Extra Savings Program and 
they will present you with a special Christmas gift. 

Call us today at 682-2745 or visit our offices on Middle Road. 

I tj i =I PACIFI~ 
We're Connected To You T.11 

LaCroix also pointed out issu
ing a new RFP will cost the gov
ernment another half a million 
dollar, and will bring back to 
square one of the whole process, 
thereby wasting time, money and 
effort. 

"We don't want them collaps
ing this RFP ... We would be 
happy to work with them (CUC) 
with the phasing in, for example, 
if we would start with 40 MW 
until we reach 80 MW. CUC 
won't be paying any money until 
the plant starts operating in three 
years," said LaCroix. 

Ole Hansson ofBWSC, the firm 
working with Enron on the project, 
said CUC's statement concern
ing its obligation to the Common
wealth Develop·ment Authority 
(CDA) can be settled by generat
ing more power, and this means 
moving on with the project. 

"By having a new power plant, 
they 'II be able to generate money 
to pay CDA. That's the only 

effective way to do that," said 
Hansson. 

The Enron officials also met 
with Apa tang to discuss the status 
of the project. 

Apatang also wants to sit down 
with CUC Board members to in
quire on the status of the long
awaited project. 

Burns& McDonnel released in 
October the result of its best and 
final evaluation of bidders' pro
posals where Enron 
International's proposal was 
ranked first, closely followed by 
Tomen Power, then HEI Power 
Corp. 

The CUC Board, however, ap
proved the 90-day extension for 
review before finally deciding on 
awarding the contract to the top 
bidder. 

The Board has until January to 
release its final decision on what 
firm to award the project's con
tract beginning on October 16. 

Continued on page 47 

Pioneer 
The Art of Entertainment 

On .Dec. 4, 1999 
SATURDAY 

from 9PM to 12 PM 
All prices are down by 

regular prices 
Grab this chance. If 

you're looking for home 
stereo, home theater 

system, car stereo, TV, 
VCR, and other stereo 

components 
-we have it here 

Locstion: 
next to McDonald's in Middle Road 

Chelan Leuleu 
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Chicken Fryers 

(301bs) 

$17.50 c/s 
limit 2 C S 

Chicken Leg 
Quarter 

(33 lbs) 

(WE ACCEPT FOOD STAMPS) GARAPAN • TEL: 233-4989 

" com~n 
Diamond G 

Calrose Rice 
--l 

_.,~ -:_. __ ,,.·_1 · i\ 
.,>·: .. '.·:··_-''. 
· 1\f!·?J? ! (50 lbs) .. -:.~-- -'t. 

'"'~--· $16.95 limit 2 c/s 

.,,.· .. -,,:.: .. ~::.-,.~,'-', ·. 

· · . Meat Specials . . . Seafood / Grocery Food Special . Grocery Food .Non-f~od Specials . 

~ US Pork Chops $13.95 

US Beef Short Ribs $17 .95 

ff NZ Flank Steak $18.95 

NZ Beef Stew $12.95 

Bar-S Chopped Ham $14.95 

H.C. Frank Miller Sausage 

~ 
(5 lbs) $12.95 

_f.>-:;;iBar-S Jumbo Franks 

~Hotdog .89~ 

Bar-S Bacon $1.79 

Pot Roasl!lbs) $1. 79 

Ground beef (10 lbs) 

Portuguese Sausage 

$14.95 

$1.95 

lchiban 
(21 c/t) 

$6.75 c/s 
limit 2 cs. 

Black Tiger Shrimps 16/20 $6.95 1a~ box 
U.S. Extra Large Eggs $1.29 

~doz 

Milagrosa Super Jasmine Rice $16.80 

Stove Top Stuffing Mix 

6oz 

\rnapia .99~ lb 

Seafood Mix 

Milkfish 

A 
j,;}Ajinomoto (1 lbs) 

Argo Cornstarch 

$1.99 

$2.99 
$1.29 

$1.29 

$i.99 

.69¢ 

Nestea Ice Tea Mix (53 oz) $3.29 
Folgers Coffee (39 oz.) $6.95 

f Kikkoman 

IJ Soy sauce (1.6 It) 

~Sugar (44 lbs) 
~ 

Gold Medal Flour 5 lbs 

Tang (20 qrt) 

Sanka Instant Coffee 

(8 oz) 

Three Diamond Tuna 

Coco Tuna 

Delmonte Whole Corn 

$3.49 

$1.19 
$1.99 

$6.95 

$5.95 

.89¢ 

.79¢ 

.69¢ 

Charmin 12 Roll 

$4.95 
24 Roll 

$9.95 

II Spam 

Wesson Oil 

1 gal 

Salad Oil (5 gal) 

Foam Plate 

50 cit 

Bounty Paper Towel 

~ 

lll!lliBest Foods Mayonnaise 

~(32ozJ 

1.69 
$5.95 

$15.95 
$1.99 

$1.29 

$3.69 

I Ox & Palm (corned beeij $1.59 

Beachcliff Sardines 

Golden Stale Vinegar 

(1 gal) 

.69¢ 

$2.39 

IGain (ILQ 100 oz) $6.50 

Diamond Foil 200 sq m. $4.95 

Real 
Freshmilk 

Reg or Low (32 oz) 

$12.75 c/s 

,---

• I 

( 

,. 
I 
!. 

t 
' 
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PSS awaits DOI ft1nding 
By Marian A. Maraya 
Variety News Staff 

EDUCATION Commissioner 
Rita H. Inos is optimistic that the 
Public School System (PSS) will 
receive the $100,000 it was ear
lier promised for the hiring of at 
least two technical support staff 
to handle its new financial man
agement system. 

Inos expressed hopes that PSS 
may receive the Department of 
Interior (DOI) funding as early as 
this week. 

"I was assured that we will re
ceive the $100,000 to assist in our 
hardware and software technical 
support. 

"We want to build a solid team 

Tinian parade 
on tomorrow 
THERE will be a Candlelight pa
rade on December 4th at 6:30 
p.m. starting at the gymnasium 
and heading down Broadway to
wards the Tinian Dynasty and 
ending at the ceremony site adja
cent to Kammer Beach, the 
Marianas Visitors Authority said 
in a release. 

Competitions for that evening 
will include Best Singing, Best 
Costume and' Best Exemplifica
tion of Christmas spirit 

All school children are encour
aged to participate. 

There will also be a float com
petition the same day that is 
opened to the public. There will 
be cash prizes awarded to first, 
second and third place winners. 
The Christmas Lighting will be 
followed by the awards ceremony. 

The people ofTinian would like 
to invite everyone to join in the 
celebration. 

The major sponsors: for this 
event are the Tinian Mayor's Of
fice, Tinian Holiday Season & 
Y2K Celebration Committee, 
Tinian Dynasty and Casino and 
the Marianas Visitors Authority. 

For more information, please 
call the Marianas Visitors Au
thority at 433-9365. 

MCS launches· 
·Turner Classics 

. ..:.. . ' ,, ' - . 

MCV General Manager Joe But
ters announced that subscribers 
can tune to channel 54 and check 
out Turner Classic Movies, a 
brand new channel that debuted 
this week. 

Turner Classic Movies, orTCM 
is dedicated to the true movie fan. 
With a library of over 5000 films, 
TCM is more than just another 
movie channel. On any given day, 
TCM presents the best of Holly
wood from the '20s through the 
'80s. Plus you ;II also see exclu
sive movies, not available on 
home video or on other cable net
works. And the best part, it's all 
commercial free. 

Butters says that TCM will be a 
great companion channel for fans 
of American Movie Classics, or 
AMC on channel 34. 

Subscribers can check out the 
new MCV channel lineup that is 
included in with their recent De
cember billing. 

at PSS and I appealed to the 
Governor's office and the Inte
rior that I would need to have that 
kind of dedicated support - ex
ternally or from within the 
CNMI," Inos said. 

The Commissioner said that 
additional expertise and assistance 
with regard to the handling of the 
new system is very much required. 
"'We have recently just changed 

systems and I cannot guarantee 
that our people would be knowl
edgeable immediately. So I do 
need to have the expertise to en
able us to be more efficient about 
our management financially as 
well as our human resource and 
procurement," said Inos. 

Rita H. /nos 

"I haven't seen any documents 
yet, but I was informed that there 
has been a positive response on 

that. When I spoke to the 
Governor's special assistant, he 
thinks that we should get it within 
the week," she added. 

Presently, PSS is relying sup
port from the Governor's Finance 
office, according to Inos. 

"But we have our own opera
tions, that require dedicated time 
and attention. So it's not fair to 
always be relying on somebody 
who have their own jobs as well. 

"It's also anticipated that within 
the commonwealth, we would 
have a central support service like 
that to offer to all the government 
instrumentalities as well," Inos 
said. 

PSS is set to announce job va-

cancies for the said positions, 
open to local and off-island ap
plicants, said Inos. 

"We '11 certainly look at the ap
plication pull. If we can get it here 
on island, then that would be good 
for us because they would be here 
and it would be of lesser cost to us. 
But if they're off island and if 
they 're the only one, then we can
not refuse their applications. 

'·It would be a competitive an
nouncement, with very specific 
requirements. 

"My preference is for someone 
residing within the locality to hold 
the position but if there is none, 
then we just have to go outsi<:le of 
the Commonwealth," Inos said. 

c JOcTEN SHOPPING CENTER SUSUPE • HAFA ADAI SHOPPING CENTER• DANDAN SHOPPING CENTER• CHALAN PIAO PLAZA• SAN VICENTE FOOD MART• PRICE COSTCO c 
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TES Girl Scouts Green Revolution 

Tan_apag Elementary School Gi~I Scouts under Scoutmaster Theodosia Davis (back, right) recently held 
the,r Green Revolution pro1ect m campus. At left standing is TES principal Jesus Elameto. 

$8.99 

Contributed Photo 

Dec. 3-6,1999• As Lito • Tel. 288-5825 
We Accept Food Stamp__c;;;:---'-'-'-= 

FOLGERS 
COFFEE 
39 oz. 

$7.99 $6.99C 

$3.99 $f. f 9 

." COMMUNITY 

Children's Christmas 
candlelight parade set 
THE MARIANAS Visitors 
Authority announced that it 
will be sponsoring the 1999 
Children's Christmas Candle
light Parade on Saturday, De
cember 18, 1999 from 6:00 
p.m. to l 0:00 p.m. 

The parade wi II start at the 
Bank.of Guam parking lot and 
wi 11 head north towards the 
American Memorial Park: All 
public and priv.ate elementary 
schools from grades K - 6 (5 -
11 years old) are welcome to 
participate. 

Prize winning categories for 
this year's event will include; 
I) Best Costume, 2) Best Sing
ing, and 3) Best Christmas 
Spirit. Also included in this 
year's event is a float compe
tition. 

There will be cash prizes for 
first, second and third place 
finishes in this year's event, 
which will include best cos
tume, best Christmas spirit and 

best song. A cash prize will 
also be given for best overall, 
which is the group_ who accu
mulates the highest points in 
all three categories. 

The overall winner will be 
required to participate in 
Christmas Caroling at hotels 
or at the Garapan Street Mar
ket upon the request by the 
Marianas Visitors Authority. 

All registered participants 
are required to submit the Pa
rental Consent Form and must 
be submitted to MV A office 
along with the school's Reg
istration Form. 

The deadline to register for 
the float competition is De
cember 1, 1999 and the dead
line for the children's parade 
is on Friday, December 3, 
1999. ·For further informa
tion, please contact the 
Marianas Visitors Authority 
at 664-3200 and ask for Ed 
Diaz. 

PAWS clinic 
PAWS (Pet Assistance and Wel
fare Services), a non-profit orga
nization, is sponsoring a second 
low-cost immuzation clinic for 
immunizing dogs and cats, pup
pies and kittens on Sunday . 

This clinic is for up-to-date 
PAWS members only. 

Dr.Del George, will be the vet
erinarian for this clinic. George is 
the new vet on Saipan. 

The clinic will be held at his 
new office, Paradise Island Ani
mal Hospital, on Middle Road 
between Flash Foto and Seoul 
Hotelin Chalan Laulau. 

George will be volunteering his 
time for this clinic and, as with all 
PAWS clinics,all charges are sub
sidized by PAWS and below the 
cost of the vaccine alone. 

The Clinic will be limited to 
immunization, deworrning and/ 
or heartworm or feline leukemia 
testing only. 

Also, registration will be from 
10am to 12noon only!!! 

No animals will be registered 
after noon. 

By Rene P: Acosta 
Variety News Staff 

AN ALERT has been capped on the 
Garapan Fishing Dock by the Divi
sion of Environmental Quality after 
waters that were tested in the area 
have been tested positive for two 
types of bacteria Wednesday. 

In its marine water quality re
port released yesterday, the DEQ 
said water samples taken from the 
fishing dock revealed excessive 
concentrations of fecal coliform 
and enterococci, two types of fe
cal bacteria which are considered 
harmful to human health. 

Fecal coliform is associated 
with waste of humans while en
terococci is from animal waste. 

Because of the excessive pres
ence of the bacteria, the DEQ has 
declared an alert at the dock pro
hibiting activities such as swim
ming and fishing in the area. 

' 
I, 

DOORLOCK AND 
HARDWARES 

200/o OFF 
PAINTS AND 

SUNDRIES 

20°/o OFF 

LIGHT FIXTURES 

20 °/o· 500/o 
OFF 

ABS DWV PIPES 
AND FITTINGS 

20°/o OFF 
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PLUMBING FIXTURES 
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SBDC offers 
workshop 
THE Northern Marianas Col
lege Small Business Develop
ment Center (SBDC), in asso
ciation with the Pacific Islands 
Small Business Development 
Center Network and U.S. Small 
Busine_ss Administration. is 
moving its -free--to-the-public 
··Thinking About Starting Your 
Own Business" workshop to the 
evening. 

The workshop will take place 
Thursday evening, December 
16th at the Center's Conference 
Room (Building T). 

Registration begins at 5:30 
p.m. and light refreshments will 
also be available. The workshop 
begins promptly at 6 p.m. and 
will conclude by 9 p.m. 

The purpose of the workshop 
is to present to entrepreneurs 
what services the SBDC pro
vides, the importance of busi
ness planning, and promoting 
Y2K awareness. 

According to staff business 
consultant, Dirk Sharer, "We 
are moving this program to the 
evening so those who work dur
ing the day can attend. Partici
pants are also encouraged to ask 
questions throughout the 
evening as it'll be a re<"l work
ing session!" 

Seating is limited to 10 at
tendees so please hurry and call 
the Small Business Develop
ment Center at 235-1551 to re
serve your seat. 

GES Students of the Week 

Brenda Nauta, 3rd Grade from 
Mr. Aldrich's class is an intelli
gent, bright, kind and caring young 
girl. Brenda starts the school day 
with a· smile and ends it with a 
bigger smile knowing she has 
done her best and has set stan
dards in excellence . 

Geeana Hocog, 4th Grade from 
Mrs. Byington's class was voted 
by her classmates to be the 4th 
grade student of the week. She 
has a caring personality and 
makes a big effort to be nice to 
everyone. When it comes to 
school work, she has enough mo
tivation to finish her own and then 
to help motivate her classmates 
to finish their work! 

Francisco Castro, .5th Grade 
from Mrs. Snodgrass' class was 
elected president of his class and 
is an active participant in class 
activities and assists his teacher 
in passing out assignments and 
tasks to fiis fellow classmates. 

John NoritakKinder (AM.) from 
Mrs. Ngewa l's class is a very 
good student. He comes to school 
e_veryday well-prepared in all his 
lessons. He works well with oth
ers in class and help those who 
are in need. He listens attentively 
and follows directions. John 1s 
very respectful to people as well 
as to others. 

Thomas Chang, 6th Grade from 
Mr. Roberts' crass is a creative 
student who really loves a chal-
lenge. He works well in a group 
because he is able to -stay fo
cused on the objectives to. be 
accomplished. Thomas is a well
rounded person . _ 

Ira Palero, 1st Grade from Mrs. 
Schultz' class has not only re- -
ceived straight ''.A's'; but she is 
also a class leader who encour-
ag es others to make good
choices. She is a gentle and lov
ing person who likes to help oth
ers. She listens and follows di
rection. 

_{/n Sincere Appreciation for the Support, 
the CNMI DEMOCRATIC PARTY, 

Jhumilyn Esposo, 2nd Grade 
from Mrs. We1mer's class knows 
learning is apparent in everything 
she does. Her homework and 
class work are a/w;;,.ys excellent. 
She is a leader in the classroom 
and sh~participates wholeheart
edly inall activities. 

Paul Anthony Manlcad, Kinder 
{PM.) from Mrs. Ngewakl's class 
comes to school always prepared 
by bringing his school needs ev
eryday. He is very helpful, coop
erative and generous to his class
mates and his , teacher. He is 
attentive and has not missed 
school and he has a very positive 
attitude toward his work. 

and most especially its candidates in the November 6th General Election, 
cordially invite the friends and supporters to a 

"THANK YOU" - "SI YU'US MA'ASE" - "OLOMWAAY" PICNIC 
DATE: 
Time: 
P:Il.ace: 

Sunday, December 5, 1999 
11:00AM ~ 4:00PM 
..,.,,Minachom Atdao" P.arvilliionm, Civic Center 

We greatly appreciate your presence. 

Ms. Brigida Dlg. Ichihara, Messrs. Antonio M. Camacho, Frank Dlg. Demapan, 
John C. Tudela, Florencio T. Guerrero, Luis S. Camacho and Isidro A. Sablan, 
Congressmen Rosiky F. Camacho, Max "Timmo" L. Olopai, Dino M. Jones, the 

Officials and Members of the DEMOCRATIC PARTY. 

\ 
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t 
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We accept major cards: 

[i/:ll·l I VISA I 
• NAP FOOD STAMPS 
• CNMI SENIOR CITIZEN CARDS 
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GREEN D' 
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~"'.'"'h FRESH PORK 
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CHILLED 

~'11f,lf.h 
FRESH PORK 
MEAlY BONE 
CHILLED 

~"'''"'h FRESH PORK 
RIB CHOP 
CHILLED 

~"lft'11h 
FRESH PORK 
BELLIES 
CHILLED 

U.S. 
PORK CHOP 
Family Bag 
Frozen 

U.S. 
PORK HOCKS / ; 
Sliced Tray Pack 
Frozen 
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Nakaniura axes key bills 
By Eileen 0. Tabaranza 
For the Variety 

KOROR (Palau Horizon) -
President Kuniwo Nakamura has 
vetoed three of the five major 
bills forwarded to him this month. 

Citing his consultations with 
the Attorney General's Office, the 
Ministry of Education and other 
concerned agencies, Nakamura 
believed the bills need to be im
proved to conform to the Consti
tution. 

He referred back Senate Bill 
No. 5-308, which proposes the 
revision of the Election Code; 
House Bill No. 5-197, which per
tains to the the National Develop
ment Bank of Palau (NDBP); and 
House Bill No. 5-199, which 
would exempt educators from the 
Public Service System. 

"I believe the proposed amend
ments (to the Election Code) carry 
the potential to create confusion, 
contain inconsistencies and 

PALIKIR, Pohnpei 
(FSMJS)- President Leo A. 
Falcam administered the oath 
of office tC'.four more of his 
cabinet members Tuesday 
during a ceremony held in 
the President's Cabinet Room 
in Palikir. 

Sworn in were Captain 
Lambert N. Lokopwe of 
Chuuk, as secretary ofTrans0 

portation, Communication 
and lnfrustructures; Ieske K. 
Iehsi of Pohnpei, deputy sec
retary of Foreign Affairs; 
Patrick Mackenzie ofChuuk, 
deputy secretary of Economic 
Affairs, and Samson E. 
Pretrick of Pohnpei, Consul 
General for FSM Consulate 
Office in Guam, Department 
of Foreign Affairs. 

After the oath of office was 

14X6/5X100 

Kuniwo Nakamura 

present serious constitutional con
cerns," the president said in his 
veto message. 

He noted that the proposed 
amendments to the Election Code 
in many respects have improved a 
lot. But, he added that lawmakers 
should have carefully epsured that 
the law gives full effect to the 
guiding philosophy of the Consti
tution when it comes to changes 

administered,·····the p~~sideht' 
congratulated the four new 
cabinet members arid .said 
thatthe team for his admfo
istration is about completf 

''We "have .witne~sed this 
. morning the oath taking of 

four cabinet level positions 
and this effort is shared by 

· everybody in the FSM," he 
said. 

The President told. those 
being administered the oath 
of office that they have de
cided to take on very diffi.:. 
cult jobs and that they need 
to be public servants one hun
dred percent and work to
gether in order to succeed. 

The ceremony was con
cluded with the signing of 
the oath. and a toast by the 
President .. 
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in the voting rights of the Palauan 
citizens. 

The president also pointed out 
that he is not amenable of moving 
the primary elections for presi
dent and vice president from Sep
tember to July of election years. 
He said this particular amend
ment .reflected "a flawed policy 
decisions." 

He said expanding the cam
paign season by three months will 
only increase the costs and ineffi
ciency which characterize cam
paigning for national office. "It 
also raises the possibility that 
wealthier candidates, who could 
suffer the costs of a lengthy cam
paign more readily, might effec
tively 'buy' an election. 

The president also raised seri
ous concerns on the election-day 
campaigning-and alcohol use, say
ing the proposed bill curiously 
eliminates the prohibition against 
on-air campaigning on election 
day, but increases the "campaign 
free-zone" around polling places 
from the current 100 feet to a 
proposed 1,000 feet and adds pro
hi bi ti on against campaigning 
within 50 feet of any public road
way. 

As to the full faith and credit 

bill, the president maintain,ed that 
a ban on loan to government offi
cials should be inserted in the bill 
as he see this amendment very 
important in order to encourage 
confidence in the operation of 
NDBP. 

The other two related benefits 
to justify the insertion of such a 
prohibition are to shield Board 
members from undue political 
pressure in the lending process 
and to ensure that elected offi
cials are free of any personal in
terests in the NDBP's lending 
rules and practices as they enact 
laws governing those rules and 
practices. 

Another point that remains the 
key to the passage of this legisla
tion is setting the reserve account 
not less than 20 percent of the 
total amount of all outstanding 
direct loans by the NDBP and all 
guarantees covering commercial 
bank loans. 

The bill was twice referred 
back by the president to OEK. 
"I still cannot endorse the at
tempt to impose extraordinary 
liability on the individual mem
bers of the NDBP's board of 
directors. Under the proposed 
amendments, the Board and 

each member thereof could be 
liable for otherwise legitimate 
acts of the Board if it were found 
that·one director's actions were 
tainted by improper motives in 
violation of his fiduciary duty," 
he said. 

Further, the president urged the 
OEK to work with the Director of 
Bureau of Public Service System 
and Ministry of Education (MOE) 
with regards to the Public Service 
System bill to make amendments 
to the existing system instead of 
creating a new one. 

"Continuing with the legisla
tion as written would duplicate 
the effort of the MOE, produce 
inconsistencies and demoralize 
educational professionals, ulti
mately subverting the very goals 
of the leg.islation;" Nakamura 
said. 

He said that most of the amend
ments to the said bill have been 
already addressed by the MOE's 
Education Master"Plan. 

Although he agreed with the 
purpose of the bill to reward the 
best and effective educators and 
to weed out less-able teachers, 
the president said he cannot en
dorse the bill's proper mechanism 
for doing so. 

Cheaper overseas calls in Palau 
By Eileen 0. Tabaranza 
For the Variety 

KOROR (Palau Horizon) -
Callers can now save up to 62 
percent on their overseas calls. 

Responding to public clamor 
forreasc;mable overseas call rates, 
the Palau National Communica
tions Corp. (PNCC) has drasti
cally cut down its long distance 
rates to $1 .50 per minute from a 
$3-4range/min. call to major des
tinations. 

The drastic cut was due to 
PNCC's successful rate promo-

tion held in June 1999 that re
sulted in increased call volume. 
This has prompted PNCC Board 
of Directors, chaired by Com
merce and Trade Minister Okada 
Techitong, on Nov. 18 to approve 
the proposed second rate reduc
tion promotion. 

According to PNCC General 
Manager Ed Carter, the new rate, 
which will be effective from Dec. 
I, 1999 to Feb. 28, 2000, is appli
cable to all international direct 
dial calls, faxes and Debusch pre
paid phone card calls to the United 
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States, the Commonwealth of 
Northern Mariana Islands, the 
Philippines, Guam, Japan, China, 
Taiwan and Canada. 

To make it easier to call any 
time; PNCC is also doing away 
with the peak and off-peak rate 
periods. The same low $1.50 per 
minute rate will apply 24 hours a 
day for all calls to the countries 
covered, Carter said. 

He explained that the promo
tional rate would run only for 
three months to see if volume of 
calls would increase. 

It would be PNCC's second 
time to offer the same rate with 
the same purpose. 

Carter added that most of the 
telecom companies in the U.S. 
experiment with their rates and 
then determine their phone call 
rates. 

The PNCC general manager 
said lower long distance rates can 
be a trend on Palau if PNCC could 
increase the volume of calls. 

"PNCC wants to welcome the 
new millennium with a dramatic 
step toward making telecommu
nications more affordable and ef
fective for Palau. We have been 
successful in negotiating lower 
international connections costs 
with telephone companies like 
AT&T," Carter said. 

"We are Palau's own local 
phone company so we arc work
ing to help our customers with 
better pricing. We can keep rates 
lower in the long rnn if more 
people make calls and talk 
longer," PNCC Chief Financial 
Officer Priscilla Soalablai said. 

PNCC is also proposing reduc
tions in charges for Internet ac
cess based on recent negotiations 
with the U.S. company-that pro
vides PNCC's international con
nection to the Internet. 
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In Marshalls 

Judge hits 'black market' adoption 
By Giff Johnson 
For the Variety 

MAJURO - A Marshall Is
lands High Court judge 
sharply criticized the Ameri
can adoption agent and the 
adopting parents of a 
Marshallese baby who was 
taken to the United States and 
is now the subject of a legal 
battle in both Marshall Islands 
and Florida courts. 

The dispute over baby Atina 
Juna is the consequence of"an 
incompetent, badly bungled 
effort at international adop
tion," said Judge H. Dee 
Johnson, Jr. in a 10 page rul
ing issued Wednesday. 

Since 1997, several U.S.
based adoption agencies have 
established programs in the 
Marshall Islands, where adop
tions to American families 
have skyrocketed. In late Sep
tember, the Marshall Islands 
parliament approved a mora
torium on all foreign adop
tions until detailed legislation 
can be drafted. 

"In the process of what was, 
by all outward signs, a 'black 

market' transaction in a 
Marshallese child, the funda
mental rights of several people 
were violated, the criminal 
laws of the Marshall Islands 
have been violated, the dic
tates of the Compact of Free 
Association have been been 
cavalierly ignored, and, in all 
probability, the immigration 
laws of the United States have 
been violated." 

As a result, "an innocent 
child who never had a choice 
in this matter is now at some 
considerable legal risk," he 
said. 

Johnson was issuing a rul
ing on a petition by the father 
of baby Atina, Ranny 
Erakdrik, who asked the court 
to dee ]are the adoption void 
because the adopting family and 
adoption agent did not get his 
written consent before they 
moved ahead with the adoption. 

Pointing out that an identi
cal suit brought by Erakdrik is 
now pending before a court in 
the state of Florida, Johnson 
ruled that the High Court case 
would be abated while the case 

moves forward in Florida. But 
Johnson refused to relinquish 
authority for the matter by re
jecting a motion from the Ameri
can adopting parents to dismiss 
the case entirely. 

While saying that the High 
Court would take no immediate 
action, pending the outcome of 
the Florida legal action, Johnson 
had plenty to say on the subject 
of this adoption. 

Explaining why he called this 
a "black market" adoption, 
Johnson said that there was no 
evidence that Carmen and 
Darlene Scoma (the adopting 
parents) paid money to mother 
Molly Juna to purchase baby· 
Atina. 

"However," he said, "spiriting 
a baby out its home country, 
transferring possesion of the 
baby to the prospective adop
tive parents in Hawaii, without 
any contact with or supervision 
by the State of Hawaii, and the 
unauthorized transportation of 
the baby to Florida without both
ering with a proper guardian
ship or even an enforceable 
power of attorney deserves the 

ugly name 'black market.'" 
Johnson said that adoption 

procedures in the Marshall 
Islands have been developed 
through experience and 
knowledge of important cul
tural differences between 
Marshallese and Americans to 
avoid exactly the problem 
which has arisen in the cur
rent case. "The adults in this 
matter decided to spirit Atina 
away from the RMI and deal 
with her as if she were some 
form of contraband, thereby 
short circuiting the very pro
tections that were in place," 
he said. 

Atina was carried to Hawaii 
by her mother in late 1997 
when she was about four 
months old and taken for adop
tion. Johnson leveled a harsh 
attack on the U.S.-based adop
tion agent involved in the case. 
"The ignorant, insensitive, 
meddling, incompetence of 
this adoption agent is a direct 
cause of the problems now 
existing in Florida, and the 
risk of harm to Atina," he said. 

Johnson dido 't think much 

of the mother and father's 
claims of being victimized by 
the adoption agent. He said 
the fact that this was the third 
child that mother Molly Juna 
had placed for adoption sug
gests that she did, in fact, know 
why she was being flown with 
her child to Hawaii, all ex
penses paid. 

And the father, Johnson 
noted, did nothing about the 
"alleged violation of his fa~ 
therly rights for months after 
Atina was placed with the 
Scoma family." Either he was 
aware of the adoption and, by 
his inaction, showed no ob
jection, or he had so com
pletely lost contact with his 
family while living in the U.S. 
that he did not know his child 
had been adopted. ·"This is 
hardly a poor victim of an 
unscrupulous adoption agent." 

Johnson, while delaying ac
tion on the suit, said the High 
Court "will act within its pow
ers if the parties should at
tempt to somehow avoid the 
protections to Atina of the 
Florida court." 
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Canada OKs marin~ 
grants for Pacific isles 
SUVA (Pacnews) - Canadian 
officials have agreed to contrib
ute anotherC$2 million(US$ l .37 
million) more in funding for five 
new marine projects throughout 
the South Pacific. 

ocean development is a key prior
ity. 

The new projects are joining 10 
other approved projects, which 
are worth more than C$6 million 
(US$4. I I million) under Phase 2 
of the C-SPODprogramme. Since 
its formation in 1988, CIDA, 
through C-SPOD, has committed 
C$28 million to finance various 
marine projects throughout the 
South Pacific. 

Fiji's '97 Constitution 
enacted 'too hastily' 

The delegates from the Cana
dian International Development 
Agency (CIDA) discussed the 
projects with theirpartnerregional 
organisations during a meeting of 
the Programme Management 
Committee (PMC) for the 
Canada-South Pacific Ocean De
velopment Program (C-SPOD) in 
Suva, Fiji last week. 

Members of the PMC include 
the South Pacific Forum Fisher
ies Agency (FFA), the South Pa
cific Forum Secretariat (ForSec), 
the South Pacific Regional Envi
ronment Programme (SPREP), 
the University of the South Pa
cific (USP). and CIDA, which 
donates funds through C-SPOD 
to the organisations. 

C-SPOD is Canada's major re
gional commitment to the Pacific 
Islands and reflects the Canadian 
and South Pacific viewpoint that 

The funding is suppmting .the 
continuing studies of several stu
dents in Marine Studies at USP 
and the development of a train
ing programme in aquaculture. 

Support is also being provided 
to the Solomon Islands-based 
FFA to continue its work on 
creating sustainable tuna devel
opment plans in three more 
countries, including Fiji and 
Tonga. FFA is also receiving 
money to study the government 
legislation of Forum Island 
countries to assess their adher
ence to international and re
gional obligations related to sus
tainable fisheries. 

SUVA(Pacnews)-Fiji'sChief 
Justice, SirTimoci Tuivaga says 
the 1997 Constitution appears to 
have being enacted "rather too 
hastily" especially with regard to 
some of its unusual or odd provi
sions. 

He made his observation in his 
address at the annual Attomey
Generabts Chambers Legal Con
ference in the capital, Suva. 

'The lack of opportunity for 
in-depth and extensive scrutiny 
of the draft Constitution may 
probably be the main reason for 
this unfortunate state of affairs," 
he said. 

SirTuivaga made reference to 
the process of appointing and re
appointing resident magistrates. 

He said, the process required 
the Prime Minister and the Leader 
of the Opposition to be consulted 
by the Judicial Service Commis
sion. 

"All this novel provision h~ 

~ Bualnen Hours: 
\ "'t. ........ "' ' 

done is to generate more adminis
trative work. It is a concern, which 
the judicial system can well do 
without," he said. 

According to Sir Tuivaga, using 
two of the leading and busiest pub
lic figures in the country is to say 
the least most surprising. 

"How the provision found its 
way into the Constitution is most 
baffling to a lot of people, not least 
of them the magistrates them
selves," he said. 

He said, the other matter of the 
appointment of Judges under the 
new Constitution is now incum
bentupon the Judicial Service Com
mission to consult the Minister for 
Justice and the relevant parliamen
tary sector committee before a new 
judge or an acting judge can be 
appointed. 

··As was feared from the outset 
the process of appointing judges 
h:J.S be-come an untidy business and 
h:i.s engendered a lot of administra-

tive work, also a concern to our 
judicial system could well ·be 
spared from," he said. 

Sir Tuivaga said, the question 
may well be asked why in a com
munity as small as ours we should 
choose an over-elaborate and so· 
phisticated system of appointing 
judges that is not found anywhere 
else in the Commonwealth. 

He said, such a provision can
not work for the benefit of the 
judicial system or the administra
tion of justice. On the contrary it 
runs counter to the principles of 
the independence of the judiciary 
and to the concept of the separa
tion of powers. 

Sir Tuivaga pointed out the ap
pointment of judges with the rec
ommendation of, or after consul
tation with the Judicial Service 
Commission has been seen as a 
means of ensuring that those cho
sen as judges are appropriate for 
the purpose. 

PNG's kina 
seen to rise 
PORTMORESBY (Pacnews)
The Australia and New Z.ealand 
Bank (ANZ) predicts the value of 
Papua New Guinea's (PNG) cur
rency, the.Kina, will rise in the next 
few months if the Year 2000 Bud
get is approved. 

PNG Prime Minister Sir Mekere 
Morautahasdelivered whathecalls 
the country's "Recovery Budget", 
which aims to be balanced and 
focussed on repaying debt, reduce 
inflation and interest rates, and 
boost the Kina. 

ANZ Economist, Bernard 
Shuttleworth said the Kina rose 
from US$0.30 to US$0.37 after 
Australia provided a AUS$ l 20 
million (US$77.3 million) line of 
credit in October. 

He said once other lines of credit 
are in place, the Kina will rise 
further. 

· Fish poisoning 
reported in. Tonga . . - ~ ' ' ' , ' - ' - •';. 

NUKU'ALOFA (Pacnews) -
Thirty people have been treated at 
the Vaiola hospital in Tonga for 
suspected Botulism or food poi
soning after eating the well known 
sea slug - Lomu or HoloChurian. 

Radio Tonga said a medical of
ficer at the hos pi ta! reported that 
some cases were quite severe. 

Patients were suffering from di
arrhoea and stomach ache. Most of 
them were given prescriptions to 
take medicine at home while sev
eral were hospitalised with intra
venous feeding applied for lost 
energy. 

A Fisheries official said it is be
lieved that some fisherfolks mis
take holochurian for the common 
sea slug known as Prickly Red fish 
or Holomumu. 

Thisseaslugisafooddelicacyin 
Asian cow1tries but they have to be 
boiled before consumed. In Tonga, 
the Lomu or holochurian is eaten 
raw. 
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Creation 
of marine 
consortium 
sought 

By Mar-Vic Cagurangan 
For the Variety 

KOROR (Palau Horizon) -
Micronesian leaders and environ
ment advocates formed last week 
a regional consortium that would 
undertake marine resources man
agement programs for the entire 
region. 

The establishment of the Ma
rine Resources Pacific Consor
tium (Marepac) capped the three
day forum sponsored by the Of
fice of Insular Affairs and hosted 
by the Palau Community College 
and the Palau Conservation Soci
ety. 

"The consortium is committed 
to work cooperatively to achieve 
the conservation of coastal and 
marine environments and the sus
tainable use of marine resources 
for the benefit of present and fu
ture generations of our islands," 
read the communique issued by 
Noah ldechong, director of Palau 
Conservation Society. 

ldechong, who has been elected 
as Marepac's chair protem, de
scribed the establishment of the 
consortium as "a milestone 
event." 

Marepac's programs would re
quire the sharing of expertise, 
human resources and facilities 
among islands and states in the 
region. 

The development of a regional 
sea grant program would be 
among Marepac's pilot projects. 

"Plans were discussed in an
ticipation of the upcoming visit to 
Micronesia of the director of the 
National Sea Grant College Pro
gram, including meeting with all 
presidents of the region's institu
tions of high education," the 
communique stated. 

The group has assigned the 
University of Guam to be 
Marepac's interim and adminis
trative agent, which will be un
der the guidance of a six-member 
advisory committee composed of 
representatives from higher edu
cation institutions, resource man
agement agencies and commu
nity-based organizations. 

Marepac's budget for FY 2000 
will be provided by OIA. 

The fornm, held at the Palau 
Community College from Nov. 
18 to 20, was attended by 23 del
egates from Micronesian states 
and islands, the United States and 
American Samoa. Participants 
included representatives from dif
ferent high education institutions, 
environmental agencies, federal 
offices and community organiza
tions. 

Also during the forum, the 
group tasked local experts Ahser 
Edward and Yimnang Golbuu to 
prepare coral reef status reports 
for the Federated States of 
Micronesia, and Palau. 

These reports will be incorpo
rated into the Global Coral Reef 
Monitoring Network's Global 
Coral Reef Status Report, which 
will be presented at the I 0th Coral 
Reef Symposium in Bali, Indone
sia next year. 
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Voters: Time for change in Marshalls 
By Giff Johnson 
For the Variety 

MAJURO - The results of 
off-island postal absentee votes 
counted yesterday in the 
Marshall Islands confirmed the 
meltdown of what was once 
the government majority party: 
four of six cabinet ministers 
seeking reelection lost their 
seats, while a fifth is ahead by 
just one vote with tabulating 
still continuing. 

Though a number of results 
have been contested or re
counts requested, the 1999 na
tional election will go into the 
record books as the first time 
in history that Marshall Islands 
citizens voted to oust a sitting 
government. The opposition 
United Democratic Party led a 
strong anti-corruption cam
paign that clearly struck a note 
with island voters, who have 
given the UDP a majority of at 
least 18 in the 33 seat parlia
ment. In the Marshalls parlia-

Phillip Muller 

mentary system, the Nitijela 
(parliament) elects the President 
from within its ranks. 

The 854 postal absentee bal
lots changed only one contest, 
but that was a pivotal outer is
land battle between incumbent 
Justice Minister Hemos Jack and 
UDP-aligned candidate 
Maynard Alfred. Inahotlycon
tested race that wasn't decided 

until the lastof28 postal absen
tee ballots was counted, Alfred 
has defeated incumbent Jack, 
309-307. 

Also voted out of office were 
the two most powerful Cabine~ 
ministers, Finance Minister 
Tony deBrum and Foreign Min
ister Phillip Muller, as well as 
Resources and Development 
Minister Johnsay Riklon in ear
lier balloting by such substan
tial margins that the postal ab
sentees had no bearing on the 
final outcome. Transportation 
Minister Kunio Lemari was 
ahead by just one vote 93-92, 
with final tabulation continu
ing. 

Of the incumbent Cabinet 
members, only Likiep's repre
sentative, Health Minister Tom 
Kijiner, was clearly re-elected. 
Ministers Justin deBrum and 
Hiroshi Y amamura were unop
posed, so automatically return. 

In Majuro and a majority of 
outer islands UDP-affiliated 

candidates won by wide mar
gins in the November 15 elec
tion. 

The UDP has not yet named 
a Presidential candidate, but 
UDP senators indicate that 
after final election results are 
issued, possibly by this week. 
end, the party plans to hold an 
election among its members 
to determine who will be the 
UDP' s candidate for President 
when the Nitijela convenes 
on January 3. 

Three UDP senators are cur
rently seeking the top posi
tion: Speaker Kessai Note, 
Majuro Senator and former 
Washington Ambassador 
Wilfred Kendall, and Senator 
Christopher Loeak, a former 
longtime member of cabinet 
who was ousted last year when 
President Imata Kabua re
vamped his cabinet oy bring
ing in former opposition 
leader Tony deBrum as fi
nance minister. 
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$2.9M worth of 'ice' seized 
MANILA, Philippines (AP)
Phili ppine police seized 
Wednesday at least 58 kilo
grams ( 128 pounds) of meth
amphetamines worth 116 mil
lion pesos($ 2.9 million) from a 
steel container that had arrived 
from China three months ear
lier. 

Senior Superintendent Reynor 

Gonzales, chief of the Narcot
ics Group of the Philippine Na
tional Police, said the drugs were 
not discovered during a routine 
check last month of the 12-meter 
( 40-foot) container at Manila's 
international port. 

Gonzales said police used 
drug-sniffing dogs to conduct 
another search Wednesday af-

Solvers. Our 
Pest Control 
Speclallsts are 
trained in the art of 
customer satisfaction. 

terreceiving a tip about the ship
ment. 

The drugs were placed in plas
tic containers and hidden under 
candy bars and shoes inside 
boxes. Police and customs au
thorities ·were still checking 
dozens of other boxes believed 
to contain more drugs late 
Wednesday. -

Gonzales said the consignee 
gave a fictitious address in 
Manila's Chinatown. No arrests 
were immediately made. 

Last month, police intercepted 
13 plastic barrels containing 420 
kilograms (926 pounds) of 
methamphetamines - worth 
840 million pesos ($ 21 mil
lion)- in northern Pangasinan 
province in the biggest drug sei
zure ever in the Philippines. 

Four Chinese suspects were 
arrested in that seizure. Meth
amphetamine hydrochloride, 
locally called shabu, is the most 
abused drug in the Philippines, 
used by about 1.7 million people 
in the country. 

Police believe much of the 
drug is smuggled from China 
by traffickers who take advan
tage of the Philippines' largely 
unguarded coastline and lax port 
security. 

Philippine National Police Anti-Narcotics Chief Director Jewel Canson 
(center) and Deputy Customs Chief Renato Ampil {right) inspect some 
of the 58 kilograms of methamphetamine hydrochloride or "ice" after it 
was seized Wednesday at Manila's South Harbor. AP 

Call 637-8959 
for prompt 
service today! 

Gov't talks with rebels def erred 
MANILA, Philippines (AP) -
The Philippine government and 
Muslim separatist rebels have 
postponed their first round of for
mal peace negotiations and will 
instead discuss rules and proce
dures governing the talks, a rebel 
leader said Wednesday. 

Ghazali Jaafar, vice chairman 
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of the Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front and head of its negotiating 
panel, said a scheduled Dec. 8 
meeting of government and MILF 
technical committees has been 
moved to Dec. 13, the date set for 
the start of the peace talks. 

''.The purpose of the meeting of 
the technical committees is to find 
a way out of the present problem 
now," he said, referring to the 
government's insistence that the 
negotiations be held within the 
framework of the Philippine con
stitution. 

If the negotiations are limited 
by the Philippine constitution, "it 
would be difficult for the negotia
tors," Jaafar said. "What we want 
is that we be given enough elbow 
room ... we want that the negotia
tors are free." 

Asked when the first round of 
peace talks could be held, Jaafar 
indicated that other pending is
sues may also need to be settled 
first, particularly the commitment 
by the government to recognize 
MILF camps in the southern Phil
ippines by Dec. 31. 

He said the government has only 
"acknowledged" seven of 13 ma
jor camps out of 46 areas where 
the rebels claim to have estab
lished a presence. 

Jaafar said he was concerned 
over a recent statement by Presi
dent Joseph Estrada that no more 
camps will be recognized. 

The two sides agreed to demar
cate rebel areas under a cease-fire 
agreement to prevent accidental 

clashes between soldiers and guer
rillas. 

Estrada, who earlier welcomed 
an offer by Indonesian President 
Abdurrahman Wahid to talk to 
MILF chairman Hashim Salama!, 
said Wednesday he told the Indo
nesian leader"it would be better" 
not to go to the meeting because 
this would boost the morale of the 
rebels. 

Wahid had planned to meet with 
Hashim after last weekend's sum
mit in Manila of the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations, but 
postponed the meeting. Philip
pine officials cited security con
cerns and Wahid's tight schedule. 

Estrada said he explained to 
Wahid that as presidents, they both 
had a duty to defend their coun
tries' territorial integrity. He noted 
that Wahid is also facing an inde
pendence movement in the 
troubled Indonesian province of 
Acch. 

"We cannot compromise (terri
tory) with anyone and we should 
not boost the morale of groups 
who want to secede from our re
publics," Estrada said in a radio 
interview. "So I told him it would 
be better if he doesn't go to them 
anymore because this may just 
boost their morale." 

The MILF is a breakaway fac
tion of a larger Muslim rebel 
group, the Moro National Libera
tion Front, which accepted au
tonomy rather than full indepen
dence in a peace agreement with 
the government in 1996. 
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·RP's inflation rate 
at 5.2 percent seen 

Estrada congratulates Mahathir 
MANILA, Philippines (AP) 
-Philippine President Joseph 
Estrada has congratulated Ma-
1 ays i an Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamad and other 
winners in recent parliamen
tary polls in Malaysia, presi
dential spokesman Jerry 
Barican said Wednesday. 

MANILA, Philippines (AP) 
-Inflation in the Philippines 
is expected to have fallen 
slightly in November, with 
recent increases in fuel prices 
and wage rises offset by 
lower food prices, econo
mists said Wednesday. 

The average estimate of six 
economists polled by Dow 
Jones Newswires puts 
November's inflation rate at 
5.2 percent on year, after con
sumer prices rose 5.4 percent 
in October. Inflation in the 
IO months to October aver
aged 7.2 percent, within the 
government's full-year tar
get of 7 percent to 8 percent. 

"We don't see any signifi
cant adjustment (in inflation) 
in November from the previ
ous month," said RCBC Se
curities research head 
Chelsea Dipasupil, citing ex
pectations that low food 
prices should damp inflation. 

RP stocks· 
end 1I1ix~d; 

. , . 
peso. rises .. · 

MANILA, Philippines (AP)
Phili ppine stocks finished 
mixed Wednesday, with an un
dercurrent of negative news cap
ping gains from investors' 
steady accumulation of selected 
stocks, traders said. The peso 
strengthened against the U.S. 
dollar. 

The Philippine Stock Ex
change Index of 30 selected 
companies rose 3.59 points, or 
0.2 percent, to 1,983.01, after 
gaining l percent Monday. Phil
ippine financial markets were 
closed Tuesday for a holiday. 

However, the broader All 
Shares Index declined 3.63 
points to 692.37 after gaining 
4.12 points Monday. 

"The uptrend is being capped 
by worries over a weaker peso, 
rising domestic interest rates and 
reports that the IMF (Interna
tional Monetary Fund) is with
holding the last tranche of a 
standby loan," said Gonzalo 
Bongolan, research director of 
PCCI Securities Brokers Corp. 

Decliners swamped gainers 99 
to 35, with 41 issues unchanged. 

Losing ground was property 
and gambling concern BW Re
sources as a Senate hearing on 
alleged insider trading of the 
stock proceeds. BW Resources, 
the day's most actively traded 
stock, fell 3.50 pesos to 32.50 
pesos. 

Ramon Borja, analyst for Aba
cus Securities Corp., said in
vestors are expected to continue 
searching for bargain stocks. He 
said, however, that a major mar
ket rally seems unlikely given 
concerns over local companies' 
Y2K readiness, an impending 
revamp of President Joseph 
Estrada's Cabinet and a widen
ing budget deficit. 

Good harvests this year 
have resulted in lower food 
prices, especially for stable 
comrnoditi"es such as rice. 

Economists also expect 
November's inflation rate to 
be slightly reduced because 
of the comparison to Novem
ber 1998's steep 11.2 percent 
rise in the consumer price 
index caused by a food-sup
ply squeeze. 

A higher-than-expected in
flation report could exert fur
ther pressure on the peso, 
which has weakened in re
cent weeks because of Y2K 
and budget-deficit concerns, 
economists said. · 

But an inflation figure 
within expectations Will help 
relieve upward pressure on 
the 91-day treasury bill yield 
in corning weeks. The bench
mark yield is used by banks 
to set their lending rates and 
is currently 8.894 percent. 

"As Malaysia's neighbor 
and brother in the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations, 
the Philippines is pleased to 
observe that the elections were 
held in a peaceful and orderly 
manner, reflecting the ..yill of 
the Malaysian · people," 
Barican said. 

"It is the hope of the Philip
pine government that the Phil
ippines and Malaysia will con
tinue to cooperate towards the 
enhancement of Philippine
Malaysia bilateral relations 
and the development of peace 
and prosperity in the region," 
Barican added. 

Mahathir was unable to at
tend the ASEAN summit held 
in Manila on Nov. 28, the 

Joseph Estrada 

eve of the Malaysian elec
tions. Mahathir, 73, has been 
in power since 1981 and is 
currently Asia's longest
serving leader. The polls, the 
first in five years, were the 
country's most contested in 
decades. 

Last month, Philippine and 
Malaysian officials said ties 
between the two countries re
main strong despite recent ten
sions. 

Relations between Manila 
and Kuala Lumpur soured last 

Mahathir Mohamad 

year after Estrada openly ex
pressed support for Anwar 
Ibrahim, the jailed former 
Malaysian deputy prime min
ister and critic of Mahathir. 

Estrada further displeased 
Malaysia's government by 
meeting Anwar's wife and 
daughter. 

Malaysia's recent construc
tion of concrete buildings on 
at least two reefs in the dis
puted Spratly Islands also up
set relations between the coun
tries. 
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Nepal tries to deal with 
Maoist insurgency 
KA TMANDU, Nepal (AP) -
Prime Minister Krishna Prasad 
Bhattarai has setup a special com
mittee to deal with the Maoist 
insurgency, a minister said 
Wednesday. 

"The committee will be willing 
to hold talks with the rebels if 
they come forward," Minister for 
Works and Transport Chirajivi 
Wagle told The Associated Press. 

and report to the government its 
recommendations on how to deal 
with the three-and-a-half years 
old insurgency," Wagle said. 

The Maoists demand an end to 
Nepal's constitutional monarchy, 
the feudal structure and what they 
call police repression. 

ASIA 

The committee, with six mem
bers of the governing Nepali Con
gress, will be headed by former 
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur 
Deuba. "The committee will con
sult other major political parties 

More than 1,000 people have 
been killed since the Maoist rebels 
began fighting a guerrilla war in 
midwestern and central hills of 
this Himalayan state. Those killed 
included 758 rebels, 94 police 
personnel and 171 civilians, 
mostly supporters of the Nepali 
Congress. Chinese President Jiang Zemin leads the way for Indonesian President Abdurahman_ Wahid (feft) durf.,:,g an 

official welcome ceremony in Beijing's Great Hall of the People Wednesday. Wahid 1s on a tnp to Be1png to 
patch up relations. AP 

Jiang, Wahid meet 

Chinese Premier Zhu Rongji (center) with his wife Lao An, waves to 
reporters upon his arrival in Ho Chi Minh City on Wednesday. AP 

BEIJING (AP) - Indonesian 
President Abduraham Wahid, on 
a mission to strengthen invest
ment and trade with China, con
gratulated President Jiang Zemin 
Wednesday on China's landmark 
deal with the United States on 
entry into the World Trade Orga
nization. 

Wahid arrived in China on 
Wednesday on his first official 
state visit since taking office in 
October. He already visited other 
Asian countries, Japan and the 
United States informally, but had 

stressed that China would be his 
first formal visit to highlight the 
importance of the world's most 
populous nation to Indonesia, the 
fourth most populous. 

Wahid congratulated Jiang on 
the market-opening deal with the 
United States before the two began 
a closed meeting at the Great Hall 
of thePeopleon Tiananmen Square. 

"In this sense, you at once make 
a great leap forward in the world 
scene," Wahid said. 

The leaders were likely to dis
cuss Wahid 's rejection of an in-

dependence referendum for res
tive Aceh province. . 

Premier Zhu Rongji, on a visit 
to Manila last week, stressed that 
China supports Indonesia's pro
tection of its territorial integrity. 
Chinese state media also have 
been sympathetic to Wahid. 

The China Economic Times in 
a recent report said Wahid was 
"sitting on a volcano" and blamed 
Indonesia's former president, 
Suharto, for holding Indonesia 
together through strongman rule 
and a "psychology of fear." 
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For subway gassing 

Japm1 cult apologizes 
TOKYO (AP) - The Aum leader Tatsuko Muraoka said 1995. The cult is believed to ties, including recruiting and the end of the year. Ms. 
Shinrikyo doomsday cult of- in a statement, adding that have some 2,100 followers. honoring the guru, has set off Muraoka called the bill "re-
fered an apology Wednesday Aum will make "as much com- "As a result of watching the protests across the nation, es- grettable," saying it would 
for the first time for a series of pensation as possible." progress of trials on the so- pecially in towns where the "trespass on people's funda-
poison gas attacks, including She declined to discuss de- called Aum incident, we have cult has set up offices. mental rights." 
a deadly assault on Tokyo's tails regarding compensation. reached the conclusion that we A bill under consideration Under the law, Aum will be 
subways, and offered compen- Former. guru Shoko Asahara is can't deny the fact that some in Parliament would provide placed under surveillance and 
sation to survivors. on trial for masterminding at members of our religious for the monitoring of groups must report its activities ev-

"We now offer our sincere least 17 crimes, including the group have involved," Ms. that have committed mass ery three months. Police will 
apology for the victims and Tokyo strike that killed 12 and Muraoka said. murder, such as Aum. It is be able to inspect its facilities 
their family members," acting sickened thousands in March A resurgence in cult activi- expected to become law by at any time. 

-:·~·~"·; 

Open Sunday 8:00 am - 12:00 noon to serve you more 

· ·· -.. ---Size from 6' to 16' 

.kMte-u~ 
~~ 

$i g4;~_,, 
(Anti-rust, up to 20 

ears duration, excellent 
for Saipan climate!!) 

Plug Hydraulic 
Patching & 
Anchoring Cement, 
$49.00/Pail 

(Professionally use to stop wate 
leaking of your concrete 
house and water tank. 

Can set underwater in 5 minute 

Speteia! Saile 
Alum/Broze/White Windows, Competitive Price 1 + Window Blind 1 Free ! ! 

Solid Core Door 28", 30" & 34", Sale at Hollow Door Prices ! ! ! 
Solid Core Door, 36" /interior, $44.00/ ea., Buy 1 + Free 1 ! ! ! 

PVC overlay plywood, printed in wood grain on 1-side, $6.40/pc. 
Concrete Bonder, $45.00/Pail! ! 

YOUR FIRIT CHOICE: 

P.O. BOX 501840, AS mo, SAfAN MP 96850 Tel.: 288-2288 •ma• 8888 Fax: t88-4488 

. at more? 
.. 

~.· .. Qur1~\rong ~e111ice: i 
9;· .. 
,,.. ~ .. .. 
o:·· 

: · c:.i/ii~l;Qfpe~~o~ JJI 
e:. . . . ' ., 
c'.':·.:,.:. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3, 1999 -MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-27 

Obuchi to go on air for Y2K 
Through TV commercial, PM will try to allay millennium fears 

TOKYO (AP) - Prime Min- It is the first time a prime pared to fend off Y2K prob-
ister Keizo Obuchi will wear minister will appear in a TV !ems. 
"a big smile" in a TV com- commercial, according to of- Many independent analysts 
mercial assuring the public ficials in the prime minister's say that Japan, among leading 
that Japan foresees no big Y2K office. industrial nations, has lagged 
problems, a spokesman said Obuchi will also urge people in its Y2K remedy efforts. The 
Wednesday. to stockpile some water and U.S. State Department, how-

The30-second spotwill start food. Similar suggestions 
airing on Friday, with Obuchi were made to the American 
reassuring people about readi- public by the Red Cross and 
ness for the so-called millen- U.S. government panels. 
nium bug computer glitch, The government says Japan 
spokesman Akitaka Saiki said. is among the nations best pre-

PRIME 
RIB 
10-14 LB. 

ever, has said it considers the 
risks in Japan to be low. 

The Y2K glitch refers to the 
inability of some computers 
to recognize the difference be
tween 1900 and 2000 because 
both end in double Os. That 
could cause some computers 
to go haywire. 

SMOKED 

Former Prime Minister Tomiichi Murayama (center) and Hiromu Nonaka (right) acting secretary general of 
the ruling Liberal Democratic Party, carry a wreath off/owers toward the statue of Kim II Sung, the late founder 
of North Korea, in Pyongyang Wednesday. AP 
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Australian 
Customs agents 
to be armed 

Gov't ·evicts descendants 
CANBERRA, Australia (AP) 
- Customs officers patrolling 
Australia's huge coastline for 
illegal immigrants will be 
armed with pistols and pepper 
spray from next year, a parlia
mentary committee heard 
Wednesday. 

of Singapore's last sultan 

Australian Customs Service 
deputy chief executive John 
Drury told a Senate commit
tee that about 40 marines who 
crew Customs vessels will 
start a five-week Australian 
Federal Police firearms course 
in January, following a recent 
government decision to crack 
down on illegal immigrants. 

"They'll be using a sidearm, 
which is a Glock pistol, and 
there will also be available on 
the boats a long-arm, which 
will be an M 16," he said. 

Customs national director 
for borders Les Jones said 
weapons would be locked in 
an armory on each boat and 
only used as "the absolute last 
resort." 

Prime Minister John Howard 
said Wednesday that he will 
not impose trade sanctions on 
Indonesia or other countries 
for refusing to help stop the 
flood of illegal immigrants. 

More than 1,000 boat people 
have arrived in Australian 
waters in the past few weeks, 
brought by smugglers using 
Indonesia as a step-off point, 
according to the government. 

The Australian government 
says Indonesia should be do- -
ing more to stop the traffick
ing. Indonesian President 
Abdurahman Wahid has said 
the problem is Australia's. 

A descendant of Sultan Hussein, Tengku Mohammad, stands next to a sign in Kampung Glam, Singapore 
Friday. Mohammad plans to contest the Singaporean governmertt for the ownership of the land on which 
the building behind him is situated. AP 

SINGAPORE (AP) - The 
descendants of Singapore's 
last sultan were gone from 
their palace Wednesday, 
routed to make room for a 
Malay cultural center. 

Several policemen looked 
on as the main entrance to 
the dilapidated, two-story 
building was sealed. Banners 
warning "State Land: No 
Trespassing," went up across 
the 3 acres (1.2 hectares) of 
grounds. 

"The palace is empty," a 
policeman said. "The tenants 
are evicted." 

Only weeks ago, the 160-
year-old palace was crowded 

with about 200 descendants 
of Singapore's last sultan, 
Hussein, who died in 1835. 

Now Istana, as the palace 
built by Hussein's son Ali is 
called in Malay, will be turned 
into a center for Singapore's 
Malay community, since the 
bluebloods lost a court battle 
with authorities. 

Their story has been closely 
followed by Singapore's 
Malay community, which 
comprises 14 percent of the 
city-state's 3.2 million people. 
Chinese dominate with 78 per
cent, and Indians make up 7 
percent. 

Sultan Hussein ruled 

Singapore and parts of neigh
boring Malaysia, ceding them 
to the British in 1824. When 
he died, the British appropri
ated about 56 acres (23 hect
ares) of his lands, including 
the grounds of lstana. 

But they allowed his off
spring to live there and ruled 
that financial provisions be 
made for the descendants of 
the sultan's oldest son, Tengku 
Ali. "Tengku" means prince 
or princess in Malay. 

As the royal family grew 
over the years, members built 
unsightly tin and plywood an
nexes around the once-lovely 
colonial building, and turned 
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the gardens into parking lots 
and chicken roosts. 

The yearly allowance of$ 
17,000, which comes from 
renting out the sultan's acres, 
is shared among the 79 rec
ognized heirs of Hussein. 

But in March, the govern
ment announced plans to 
empty lstana. It offered the 
families$ 205,000 a year to 
share, for 30 years, and help 
in resettling, if they would 
give up their yearly allow
ance and leave the palace; 

Some heirs suspect, how
ever, that the land, in central 
Singapore, is really worth 
much more. 

A number of royals, tired 
of living in cramped and 
dirty quarters, accepted the 
deal. 

But three of the princes 
sued the government in Sep
tember for violating their 
rights. Their case was thrown 
out, they said. 

Officials at the Singapore 
Land Office, which is in 
charge of the property, said 
no one was available to speak 
to The Associated Press on 
Wednesday. 

"We are not squatters. We 
are legal owners here," 
Tengku Mohamed 
Damaishah, 28, said last 
week, surveying the rooms 
of his childhood and posing 
next to a portrait of his fa
ther. 

He too might be forced to 
accept the government's of
fer, but kept hoping that 
somehow, he might be able 
to stay in the palace. 

"We are prepared for the 
worst, but we believe in the 
finger of God." 

10 Chinese 
military officers 
protest lack 
of new jobs 
BEIJING (AP) -Ten demobi
lized military officers held a sit-in 
outside a North China provincial 
government office Wednesday to 
protest that no jobs had been ar
ranged for them, a rights group 
reported. 

The officers sat for two hours 
Wednesday morning outside the 
Shaanxi provincial government 
office in Xi 'an city until police 
took them away, the Hong Kong
based Information Center of Hu
man Rights and Democratic 
Movement in China reported. 
Government officials in Xi' an did 
not answer calls for comment. 

Although protests against high 
unemployment have become 
common in many Chinese cities, 
demonstrations by soldiers are 
rare. 
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According to observers: 

'Malaysian polls not fair' 
BANKGOK, Thailand (AP) -
Foreign observers to Malaysia's 
elections said Wednesday they 
were not free and fair, largely due 
to biased media coverage and dis
crepancies in voter registration. 

The Asian Network for Free 
Elections said temporary and fake 
identification cards had been is
sued to foreign immigrants in the 
last six months on condition that 
they vote for the ruling party of 
Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohamad. 

Mahathir, the premier since 
1981, won a fifth term after his 
National Front coalition grabbed 
148 of the 193 parliamentary seats 
in Monday's polls, despite facing 
a more unified political opposi-

Mahathir Mohamad 

tion than in previous elections. 
ANFREL said there was evi

dence of multiple registration of 
voters throughout the country. 
Some 680,000 young people who 

were not enrolled on the electoral 
register had been deprived of the 
right to vote, a statement said. 

ANFREL, a project of a 
Bangkok-based human rights 
group called Forum Asia, sent a 
team of 13 Asian academics, 
journalists, lawyers and human 
rights activists to observe poll
ing stations in eight Malaysian 
states. 

They were also briefed by the 
director of Malaysia's Election 
Commission, w\1ich ANFREL 
concluded lacked th~ necessary 
powers to guarantee free and fair 
polls. 

"Not all political parties were 
able to carryout their messages to 
the public," the statement said. 

"The media coverage was often 
biased, unbalanced and at times 
misleading." _ 

ANFREL alleged agents of the 
ruling party were found gathering 
identification cards from voters 
in front of registration counters, 
which it cited as an infringement 
of election law and codes of con
duct. 

However, it praised the elec
tions for being peaceful and or
derly. 

The group has in the past ob
served other elections in South 
and Southeast Asia, including the 
East Timar independence refer
endum in August and general elec
tions in Indonesia, Nepal and 
Cambodia. 
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Vietnam foreign 
debt hits $11.lB 

Guerrilla fighters of the separatist Free Aceh Movement (GAM) pose with their assault riffles in West Aceh, 
Aceh province, Indonesia, Tuesday. Separatists in the gas and oil-rich province have been stepping up their 
campaign for independence after years of exploitation by the Indonesian government and human rights 
abuses by the Indonesian military. AP 

HANOI, Vietnam (AP)- Viet
nam is worried about its ability to 
repay its $ 11.1 billion foreign 
debt, equivalent to 35 percent of 
gross domestic product, the fi
nance minister told parliament 
Wednesday. 

Minister Nguyen Sinh Hung 
said Vietnam's total debts would 
exceed 50 percent of the GDP -
regarded as the safe limit for a 
nationaleconomy-overthenext 
ten years if GDP grows less than 
5 percent 

In an address broadcast on tele
vision, Hung told the bi-annual 
session of the National Assembly 
that economic growth should be 
in range of 6 percent to 8 percent 
over that period to be certain about 
repaying the debt. 

Vietnam's GDP is expected to 
grow by 4.7 percent to 5 percent 
this year, less than last year's 5.8 
percent and far below the robust 
growth of over 8 percent in the 
early 1990s. 

Last month, the government 
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forecast GDP growth would reach 
5.5 percent to 6.0 percent next 
year, despite the impact of the 
country's worst flooding in a cen-
tury this rainy season.. . 

Hung said that$ 7 billion of the 
foreign debt was owed by the 
government,$4.1 billionbycom
mercial borrowers. Domestic debt 
stands at 14.6 trillion dong($ 1.04 
billion). 

He said the goyernment was 
negotiating with Russia over the 
exchange rate of its I 0.436 bil
lion Russian rubles ($ 395 mil
lion) of foreign debt, mostly bor
rowed from the former Soviet 
Unioninthelate 1970sand 1980s: 
It also has debts denominated in 
Chinese yuan. 

Hung said government mea
sures to boost Vietnam's ability 
to repay its debts included estab
lishment of a new repayment fund 
and seeing that loans using bor
rowed funds were invested prof
itably and disbursed quickly to 
reduce interest incurred. 

Judge calls 
off trail in 
Bank Bali 
graft case 
JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP)
The trial of four bankers caught 
up in a major financial scandal 
that prompted the suspension of 
international financial aid tocasl,1-
strapped Indonesia, was i;:alled off 
Wednesday after the presiding 
judge characterized the charges 
as "vague and unacceptable." 

JudgeSoedarto, who like many 
Indonesians uses only one name, 
released from detention chief de
fendant Rudi Ramli -the former 
owner of Bank Bali - and three 
other top executives of theJakarta
based bank, the district attorney's 
office said. 

Soedarto ruled that charges 
brought by chief prosecutor Andi 
Rahman Asbar were "vague and 
unacceptable," said a report by 
the official Antara news agency. 

District attorney Barman Zahir 
said prosecutors would appeal the 
judge's decision within a week 
and might refile the case with 
redrafted charges. 

"The suspects have not been 
aquitted yet," he said in a tele
phone interview. 

Bank Bali is the focus of a mas
sive corruption scandal that 
prompted the International Mon
etary Fund to postpone a rescue 
program for Indonesia's crisis
ridden economy. 

The scandal, which undermined 
efforts to restructure the country's 
corruption ridden banking sector, 
focuses on the transfer of about$ 
80 million by private Bank Bali to 
a company controlled by an offi. 
cial of the ruling Golkar Party. 

Critics say the funds were in
tended to finance an ultimately 
unsuccessful bid to keep Presi
dent B.J . Habibie in power. 
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Pentagon chief among 
572 skydivers in WR bid 
BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) 
- Dozens of ambulances and 
four rescue boats will be on 
standby Thursday when 572 
skydivers, including the 
Pentagon's top general, bail 
out over one of the world's 
most congested cities in a bid 
to break a world freefall 
record. 

Gen. Hugh Shelton, chair
man of the U.S. Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, will be one of the VIP 
jumpers joining hundreds of 
the world's best skydivers in 
the mass parachute drop on 
the Royal Fields, an open 
space the size of about three 
football fields. 

Organizers said Wednesday 
the risks of a skydiver ending 
up impaled on a spire of the 
nearby Grand Palace, splash
ing into the polluted Chao 
Phraya river 150 meters 
(yards) away or dropping be
fore a car on Bangkok's traf
fic-choked streets were 
"minimal.""Don't worry 
about it," Thai Air Vice Mar
shal Boonchuay Subornsuk 
told The Associated Press. 
"We 're preparing for all the 
risks that can happen on the 
day. We 're also preparing two 
more areas for landing if 
someone misses the drop 
zone." 

Streets around the Royal 
Fields, or Sanam Luang, will 
be closed to traffic just in case 
someone goes as tray, 
Boonchuay said. Thailand is 
helping the skydivers attempt 
a pair of world records as part 
of birthday celebrations for 
King Bhumibol Adulyadej, 
who turns 72 on Sunday, ah 
auspicious year in Buddhist 
traditions. 

The Royal Sky Celebrations 

Hugh Shelton 

World Team '99, as the event 
is called, is targeting a I 0-
year-old of record of 515 ci
vilian parachutists in the air. 
They will bail out from 7,200 
feet (2,180 meters). 

From Dec. 12-14, 324 will 
attempt a more difficult task 
- to surpass the record for a 
freefall formation of 297 
jumpers set by World Team 
'96 in Anapa, Russia, and 
come together in a vast, 
scythe-shaped formation for 
the minimum five seconds to 
be recognized. 

They will be jumping from 
20,500 feet (6,200 meters) 
over a Thai air base at Ubon 
Ratchathani, a less hazardous 
drop zone. 

A three-time world skydiv
ing champion and stunt vet
eran of seven James Bond 
films, B.J. Worth, organized 
both the Russian event in 1996 
and the new bid in Thailand. 

Worth said Shelton leaped 
at the chance to participate in 
the Thai jump. 

"Gen. Shelton is a skydiver 
by heart," said Worth, 48, of 
Whitefish, Montana. "In his 
current job, he has lots of im
portant hot spots to cover. 
He's as excited about this as 

he can be. He actually had a 
NA TO meeting scheduled and 
he canceled it to be here." 

Worlh organized the skydive 
that former President George 
Bush made at the age of 75 in 
1997, his first time in a para
chute since he being shot down 
as a Navy pilot in World War 
II. Shelton took part in that 
jump, too. 

A U.S. Embassy spokesper
son, speaking on customary 
condition of anonymity, said 
Shelton would represent the 
United States government at a 
parade attended by the king 
following the jump. Shelton 
was due to arrive Wednesday 
night. 

The average participating 
skydiver has 4,000 jumps un
der his belt, said Jean Men tens, 
spokesman for Royal Sky Cel
ebrations-World Team '99. 
They come from 35 countries, 
the vast majority from the 
United States, Britain, France 
and Thailand. 

"There is always risk," 
Mentens said. "This is people 
jumping out of airplanes. But 
with people of this skill level, 
it's pretty low." 

The biggest danger Thurs
day will be of canopy colli
sions, or parachutes crashing 
into each other, with so many 
jumpers trying to land in a 
fairly restricted area, Mentens 
said. 

To spread out the mass, the 
skydivers will be divided 
among seven Thai transport 
planes. Each will disgorge its 
wave of parachutists 90 sec
onds after the previous plane. 

Shelton and Thai Army 
Commander, Gen. Surayud 
Chulanont, will be jumping in 
the first wave. 
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Buchanan praises WTO protesters 
SEATTLE (AP) - Conserva
tive presidential candidate Pat 
Buchanan praised the thousands 
of demonstrators marching 
against the World Trade Organi
zation, calling the Geneva-based 
organization that sets the rules of 
global trade an "embryonic mon
ster." Buchanan said Wednesday 
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that the WTO was taking away 
the sovereignty of the United 
States and the thousands ofWTO 
demonstrators were right to take 
to the streets to protest. He called 
violence by a small number of 
demonstrators "deplorable." 

stand against global government 
and an undemocratic new world 
order," said Buchanan, who is 
seeking the Reform Party nomi
nation for the presidential race. 

"If there is one message we are 
trying to get across, it is that we 

"We Americans alone should 
decide issues of vital significance 
to ou.r destiny and our national 
security. 
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Pat Buchanan 

No global organization is ever 
going to be allowed to impose its 
rule againstthe sovereignty of the 
United States of America." 

Buchanan said he would not be 
joining the demonstrators on the 
streets, but he was working with 
labor and environmental groups 
to bring down ihe WTO. "The 

WTO should never have been cre
ated. 

Itanembryonicmonster.ldon't 
think it has a great life expect· 
ancy," he said. "It takes away 
from the tens of thousands who 
are walking to demonstrate that 
their jobs and their security and 
their American dreams are being 
sold out," said Buchanan. 

He also attacked an agreement 
between the United States and 
China on terms for China to join. 

"By bringing China into the 
WTO and by seeking to grant 
China unrestricted, open access 
to the greatest market on Earth 
without asking anything in re
turn, Bill Clinton in my judgment 
is dealing away the human rights 
of the Chinese people, selling out 
the workers of the United.States 
and impairing the sovereignty of 
this country," he said. 

A gun-wielding police officer kicks Jody Hutchison as police attempt to 
clear anti-World Trade Organization protesters from an area near the 
hotel where President Clinton was staying in Seattle, Wash., Wednes
day. AP 
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Clinton joins 

Pro.tester~ at the World Trade Organization meeting in Sea~le scurry from_a cloud of pepper spray as Seattle 
po/teem not gear Tuesday. Demonstrators forced cancelat,on of the opening ceremonies of the largest trade 
event ever staged in the United States as violence prompted officials to impose a curfew and call upon 
unarmed National Guard troops. AP 

SEATTLE (AP) - President 
Clinton condemned protesters 
demonstrating against a global 
trade meeting here but said others 
among the marchers were acting 
"in the best American tradition" 
and deserved to have their views 
taken into consideration by the 
World Trade Organization. 

He referred to antics of demon
strators who clashed with police 
and smashed windows as "the 
rather interesting hoopla that's 
been going on around here." 

But in remarks to Washington 
state farmers, who benefit from 
freer markets for their apples and 
other produce, Clinton defended 
his efforts to lower trade barriers 
- a WTO goal. 

"Do you believe that on bal
ance over the last 50 years the 
United States has benefited from 
increased world trade?" he asked, 
addressing his comments to the 
protesters. "I do." Clinton said his 
goal of opening the world's mar
kets to American products cannot 
be achieved without a broad na
tional and international consen
sus. 

"So I say that for those who 
came here to peacefully make their 
point, I welcome them here be
cause I want them to be integrated 
into the longer-term debate," 
Clinton said. 

"To those who came here to 
break windows and hurt small 
businesses, or stop people from 
going to meetings or having their 
say, I condemn them." 

"Let's keep our eye on the big 
picture," Clinton said after tour
ing the port of Seattle, which ac
counts for much of the city's $34 
billion in annual exports - the 
most of any American city. 

"Today we have about 4 per
cent of the world's people," 
Clinton said. "We enjoy about 22 
percent of the world's income. It 
is pretty much elemental math 
that we can't continue to do that 
unless we sell something to the 
other 96 percent." 

Clinton could have seen evi
dence of the protests from the 

President Clinton speaks to a group of farmers and growers at an event 
in Seattle, Wash., Wednesday. The President condemned the small 
group of vandals who disrupted the WTO meeting in Seattle. AP 

windows of his hotel. Police, 
dressed head to toe in black, lined 
the streets as two groups of chant
ing marchers passed by. 

Across the street from the ho
tel, someone pasted the message 
"UNION YES" in the 12th-floor 
windows of an office building. 

In an interview with The Se
attle Post-Intelligencer, Clinton 
reiterated his suppo1t for the con
cerns of labor and environmental 
groups. But he criticized the vio
lent demonstrations. "What I re
gret is that a small number of 
people have done nonpeaceful 
things and have tried to block 
access and to prevent meetings. 

That's wrong. It's not only ille
gal, it's just wrong," Clinton said. 
About IOOprotesters who refused 

to clear an intersection within view 
of the president's hotel were dis
persed by police and some were 
arrested. 

Police detained more than 200 
in all. Nearby, commuters hustled 
past McDonald's, J. Crew and 
others stores with boarded-up 
windows. 

Workers scoured storefront 
walls with sponges and rags to 
erase spray-painted symbols and 
epithets directed at the WTO. 

White House staffers were 
called in to Seattle to buttress the 
work of the U.S. Trade 
Representative's Office in re
sponding to the vocal criticism of 
administration trade policy. Later 
today, Clinton was to deliver a 
keynote address to a luncheon for 

Ofray 
trade ministers from the 135 WTO 
member countries. 

On Thursday, he is to sign an 
International Labor Organization 
treaty on child labor. Labor offi
cials who often ally themselves 
with Clinton helped organize a 
massive rally and march in Se
attle to express their skepticism 
over the benefits of more unfet-

tered trade and to protest China's 
inclusion in the WTO. 

While labor leaders were dis
appointed that their event was 
overshadowed by the violence, 
AFL-CIO spokeswoman Denise 
Mitchell said the turmoil made 
clear that "this WTO doesn't have 
support, and we hope people will 
take that to heart." 

e'f/~ BLOSSOM 

We're Giving 15 o/o discount 

BEAUTY SALON & BARBER SHOP 

to all customer 
Walk-in or appointment 
From Dec. 1st to Dec. 31. 

We're open 7 days a week 
10:00AM • 8:00PM 
SERVICES , Make-up 

• Cellophane 
~- •HotOII 

•Perm 
, Facial 
• Manicure 
• Pedicure 
• Hair Cut & Style 

I • Hair Color 

I For appo!ntment call: 
Dhel or Elvie at 235-1995 

I ~ CHAUH KANOA 

and get 25o/o OFF : _J -~-=· 
on any of our services: ...... ~ / 0 ;/ L 

etACN aoa.o 

Air Conditioning & RefriQ.e,rati9:?· Ho.te; & Restaurant Supplies 

KE l VI NAT~~i~~l{J},~l~<CONDITIONER 
··'\EJtow•Qij$~1e•·•·•:-•i . 

9,000 BTU 998.00 

12,000 BTU 1, 198.00 

18,000 BTU 1,579.00 

24,000 BTU 1,735.00 

60,000 BTU 3,199.00 
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Bush joins tax debate 
WASIIlNGTON (AP)-Gcorgc 
W. Bush's five-year, $483 billion 
tax cut places the Republican presi
dential front-runner in the main
stream of GOP tax cutters - far less 
aggressive than flat-tax acolytes 

such as Steve Forbes. 
"You 're going to get a big debate 

now: Jo you go with a flat tax 
approach ordo you go with the ta.x 
cut:1ppl\x1c·lf:" said Stephen Moore 
of the lilX'rt:ui:m Cato Institute. 

Democrats Al Gore and Bill Brad
ley, meanwhile, continue President 
Clinton's approach of using mod
est tax breaks to accomplish social 
goals SIJCh as protecting land from 
overdevelopment or helping the 

COMMONWEALTH PORTS AUTHORITY 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

For a High-Speed Runway Vacuum Sweeper for the Saipan International Airport 

The Commonwealth Ports Authority (CPA) is soliciting sealed proposals for the procurement of one (1) 
high-speed runway vacuum sweeper for the Saipan International Airport, Saipan, Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands. 

The proposed sweeper must be equivalent or more advanced than the following: 

I. MAIN ENGINE 
a. Diesel 6-cylinder engine 
b. 80 or more horsepower 
c. 12-Volt DC System 
d. Automatic transmission 
e. Power Steering 

2. AUXILIARY ENGINE (Vacuum Sweeper Section) 
a. Diesel 6-cylinder engine 
b. 80 or more horsepower 
c. Hopper: 4 or more cubic yard capacity 
d. Minimum 200 gallon water tank 

PRICE MUST BE CIF SAIPAN 

Interested proposer should submit proposals no later than 4:30 p.m.,December 10, 1999. Late proposals 
will not be entertained. 

The CPA reserves the right to reject any or all proposals for any reason, if in its sole opinion to do so would 
be in its best interest. 

Send information to: Mr. Carlos H. Salas 
Executive Director 
Commonwealth Ports Authority 
P.O. Box 1055 
Saipan, MP 96950 

/s/ ROMAN S. PALACIOS 
Contracting Officer/Board Chairman 

COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF PUBLIC WORKS 

INVITATION FOR BIDS 
DPWOO-IFB-006 

Governor Pedro P. Tenorio and Lt. Governor Jesus R. Sablan, through the Department of Public Works and the Department of Lands & 
Natural Resources, are solictting sealed bids for the construction of Kagman Watershed Waterway D and Sediment Basin No. 2, on the island 
of Saipan, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana lslards. 

The project package is available on or after Tuesday, November 23, 1999 at the Technical Services Division, Department of Public Works, 
Lower Base, Saipan. A non-refundable payment of two hundred fifty dollars (USS250.00J is required for each set; payment must made to the 
CNMI Treasurer and a receipt of payment must be presented when obtaining the project package. A Pre-Bid Conference will be held at 10:00 
a.m., Tuesday, November 30, 1999 at the DPW Conference Room, Gualo Rai Office. Attendance at the Pre-bid Conference is strongly 
encouraged for all prospective bidders. All questions regarding this project must be submitted in wrfting to the Director of DPW Technical 
Services Division, Lower Base, Saipan or faxt (670) 322-3547 no later than 4:30 a.m., on the date of the Pre-Bid Conlerence. 

An original and two copies of sealed bids must be submitted to the Olfice of the Director, Division of Procurement & Supply, Lower Base, 
Saipan no later than 2:00 p.m., Tuesday, December 14, 1999 at which time and place the bids will be publicly opened. 

A bid security of fifteen percent (15%) of the bid amount must accompany the bid. This securtty may be Certified Check, Cashier's Check or 
Bid Bond. Checks must be made payable to the CNMI Treasurer with the name of the bidder on the face of the check and a notation: ''Credit 
_Account No. 4466." Bid Bond must be executed by a U.S. Tresury approved surety. 

The responsible bidder, as determined by the government, submitting the lowest responsive bid will be awarded a contract with the CNMI 
Government. Such bidder will be required to deliver Performance and Payment bonds, each equal to 100% of the contract price. Payment 
and Performance Bonds must be executed by a U.S. Treasury approved surety. Performance time for completion of this project is one 
hundred eighty (180) calendar days. Liquidated damages will be assessed one hundred fifty dollars (US$150.00) per calendar day for each 
day that the project is delayed beyond the established completiondate. 

This projecl is funded in part by a grant from the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Natural Resource Conservation Service (USDA-NRCS) with 
matching funds provided by the Saipan & Northern Islands, Soil & Water Conservation District through the Department of Natural Resources. 
Award ol a contract is contingent upon approval from USDA-NRCS. 

All bid documents received shall become the sole property of the CNMI Government. The Government reserves the right to reject any or all 
bids and to waive any imperfection in bid proposal that does not effect the elements of price, quantity, and delivery of the bid, in the best 
interest of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. 

/s/ JOSEPH P. ROSARIO 
Acting Secretary of Public Works 

/s/ DR. JOAQUIN TENORIO 
Secretary al Lands & Nat. Resources 

/s/ HERMAN S. SABLAN 
Director, Procurement & Supply 

Republican presidential candidate Texas Gov. George W. Bush ad
dresses supporters at a fundraiser in Chicago on Tuesday. AP 

poor. . 
In a speech Wednesday in Iowa, 

Bush never mentioned the flat tax 
but labeled his own plan - to use 
projected budget surpluses to 
gradually reduce income tax rates, 
abolish estate taxes, double the $500 
per-child tax credit and enact other 
tax breaks - "realistic and respon
sible." 

"For me, tax cutting is not some 
abstract cause," the Texas gover
nor said. Bush emphasized his 
plan'sbenefitsfortheworkingpoor 
and middle class, maintaining half 
of his income tax cuts will benefit 
people trying to work themselves 
out of poverty. 

He said 6 million people would 
no longer pay any income taxes, 
easing the burden on one in every 
five families with children. 

"We will take down the tollgate 
on the road to the middle class," 
Bush said, adding that no middle 
class family would face a federal 
income tax rate higher than 25 per
cent. 

Bush's proposal is much closer 
to the 10-year, $792 billion tax cut 
passed last summer by the GOP
led Congress - and vetoed by 
Clinton - than to Forbes' proposed 
17 percent flat tax on all income 
above $36,000, elimination of capi
tal gains taxes and abolishment of 
many loopholes and deductions. 
Echoing Republicans on Capitol 
Hill, Busn promised his plan -esti
mated by some analysts to cost 
$1.3 tiillionover I Oyears-wouldn't 
siphon money from Social Secu
rity and would act as a brake on 
runaway government spending of 
surpluses not set aside for the re
tirement program. 

"His plan benefits the wealthy 
and merely leaves crumbs of com
passion for working families," 
charged Gore spokesman Chris 
Lehane. 

Bush countered: "Ido not accept 
the proposition that it is somehow 

'risky' to let taxpayers keep more 
of their own money. 

What is risky is when politicians 
are given charge ofasurplus. There 
is a strong temptation to spend it" 

GOPcandidateJohnMcCainhas 
proposed increasing the amount of 
income taxed at the lowest rate, 
effectively cutting taxes for many 
middle-income individuals. 

The Arizona senator, however, 
wants to pay part of the cost by 
eliminating corporate loopholes 
and cutting pork-barrel spending. 

Forbes and Gary Bauer are the 
two GOP candidates pushing hard
est for a flat tax, as is Reform Party 
candidate Pat Buchanan. Forbes 
told reporters Wednesday that the 
Bush plan demonstrates a "stark 
contrast" between two Republican 
tax relief philosophies. "He tinkers 
with the tax code," Forbes said. 

"Governor Bush has blinked and 
the tax code won," Bauer added. In 
five years of GOP control in Con
gress, the flat tax has generated 
little but rhetoric. Republicans in 
conceit with Clinton have enacted 
a raft of new credits, but the GOP 
has failed to win broader tax cuts. 

Independent analysts say a key 
stumbling block is the possibility a 
flat tax would hand the wealthy a 
windfall with uncertain impact on 
government services and might 
raise taxes on the poor. "It's dead 
because it's a dumb idea," said 
Clint Stretch, director of tax and 
legislative affairs at the Deloitte & 
Touche accounting firm. 

''The numbers just don't work." 
Bush's plan relies on future eco
nomic growth of2.7 percent, higher 
than the 2.3 percent forecast by the 
nonpartisan Congressional Budget 
Office over each of the next five 
years. Stretch said a commitment 
to large tax cuts could hinder future 
spending for government programs 
such as education and the military, 
particularly if the surplus doesn't 
materialize. 
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Gore courts black vote 
BALTIMORE (AP) - With a 
message designed to recall past 
successes and rally the Demo
cratic Party faithful, Vice Presi
dent Al Gore told a group of black 
state legislators that to continue 
black America's economic good 
times means electing him presi
dent. 

"African-American unemploy
ment and poverty rates are at their 
lowest levels that have ever been 
measured and recorded. 

That's worth something," Gore 
said Wednesday during the an
nual meeting of the National Black 
Caucus of State Legislators. Gore 
reminded an audience of700 law
makers, union activists and party 
regulars of what has been docu
mented in national reports by 
groups like the National Urban 
League: that while millions re
main trapped in poverty, in many 
economic quarters these are the 
best of times for black America. 

munity is no surprise to people 
like Lois DeBerry, Speaker Pro 
Tern of the Tennessee General 
Assembly. 

"We know politicians will say 
anything to get elected so you 
have to look at the record," 
DeBerry said. 

·'Gore has a record in Congress, 
in the U.S. Senate and in the White 
House. He has consistently pushed 
for issues that are important to the 
African-American community." 

Gore already has won endorse
ments from 20 of the 38 members 
of the Congressional Black Cau
cus. Bradley has received none. 

Another sign of Gore's strength 
in the contest was evidenced mo
ments after the speech when he 
gathered with top Maryland 
Democrats to accept their endorse
ment for the Democratic-µresiden
tial nomination. 

The group included U.S. Sens. 

More blacks are finding work, 
earning more and buying their 
own homes than in any other time 
since those figures have been com
pi led, Gore said. 

Vice President Al Gore greets wellwishers after addressing the annual meeting of the National Black Caucus 

Paul Sarbanes and Barbara 
Mikulski, Reps. Benjamin Cardin, 
ElijahCummings,StenyHoyerand 
Albert Wynn, Gov. Parris 
Glendening and Lt. Gov. Kathleen 
Kennedy Townsend, as well as state 
senators and county executives. 

of State Legislators in Baltimore Wednesday. AP 

And he added that the best way 
to keep the progress going is to 
elect him president in 2000. "In 
the next administration, we should 
improve on this record," Gore 
said. 

In a broad outline of positions 
supported by a majority of black 
Americans, Gore said he sup
ported hate crimes legislation, 
strong enforcement of civil rights 
laws, improving schools and con
tinued use of affirmative action 
provisions to remedy past racial 
and sexual discrimination. 

Gore only briefly mentioned 
former New Jersey Sen. Bill Bra
dley, his opponent for the Demo
cratic presidential nomination, 
who is scheduled to address the 
group on Thursday. While calling 
Bradley, "a good person, a decent 
man" the vice president repeated 
his criticism of Bradley's health 
care plan, saying it would be too 

costly to implement. "It would 
put us back into deficit," Gore 
said.· 

A Bradley aide said both his 
and Gore's health care plans 
would spend the same amount of 
the current budget surplus. 

"Bill Bradley's priority is on 
universal health care. That prior
ity used to be shared by Al Gore," 
said Bradley spokeswoman 
Kristen Ludecke. 'Today when 
we are in better economic cir
cumstances, Bill Bradley feels this 
is the time to address our health 
care crisis." 

The enthusiastic ovations and 
standing-room only crowd under
scored the findings of an Associ
ated Press poll showing blacks 
are more likely than other Demo
crats to back Gore. Gore was fa
vored by 57 percent of black re
spondents who identified them
selves as Democrats or leaning 
Democratic, while Bradley was 

REPUBtlCAN 
JE\VISH 

Republican presidential hopeful Alan Keyes addresses the Republican 
Jewish Coalition in Washington Wednesday. AP 

the choice of 24 percent. 
Among all voters, Gore's lead 

is narrower - 43 percent to 32 
percent. 

The telephone poll of 1,023 

people, conducted by ICR of 
Media, Pa., was taken Nov. I 9-
23. It has a margin of errorof plus 
or minus 3 percentage points. 

Gore's appeal to the black com-

.. Al Gore is an effective leader," 
Mikulski said. ·'And he will make 
an effective president." 

Family Violence 
Village Meetings 

The Family Violence Task Force will be sponsoring village 
meetings to give the community an opportunity to share concerns, make 

suggestions, and learn more about family violence. 
Let us work together to protect our families and community. 

Village 

Chalan Kanoa 
Koblerville 
Dandan 
Kagrnan 
Tanapag 
Garapan 

Schedule of Village Meetings: 

Date 

1217/99 
1217/99 
12/14199 
12/14199 
12/21/99 
12/21/99 

7-8p.m. 
7-8p.m. 
7-8 p.m. 
7-8p.m. 
7-8 p.m. 
7-8 p.m. 

Location 

Karidat Youth Center 
Lot Next to the Koblerville Fire Station 
San Vicente Church Social Hall 
Kagman II Pavillion 
Tanapag Elementary School 
Kristo Rai Social Hall 

. ~\~\;, 
\\\~ * Why victims stay 

* Effects of Domestic Violence on Children 
* Available Services 
* Legal Infonnation 

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE! 
For more infonnation, please call any of the following: 

Blullle!Ada: 664-2355 
John Aguon: 664-4583 
Michelle Ras a: 322-7469 

Jenny Villagomez: 664-4550 

This projecl is supported by Grant No. 1999-WR-VX-0002 under the Rural Domestic 
Vio/ene,e and Child Victimization Enforcement Program received through a subgranl 

award from the Criminal Justice Planning Age11cy Supervisory Council. 



ATTENTION 
Stop the sarcoptic mange on your pet 
and prevent it from being contacted 
from another dog. A revolutionary 
new product is available. For more 
information call, Saipan Veterinary 
Hospital at 233-7387 

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM 

REQUEST FOR.PROPOSAL. 
PSS RFP00-01 .. · 

The CNMI Public School System is soliciting from firms interested in providing to tile Public School 
Systems Speech and Language Patllology Services for children from birth to 5 years old, Occupa
tional Therapy Services for children from birth to 21 years old, and Educational Psychology Ser
vices for children from 6 to 21 years old who are eligible to receive Special Education and Related 
Services. The Proposal package requirements is now available at tile PSS Procurement & Supply 
Office situated on the 3rd floor of the Nauru Building, Susupe, Saipan, MP during regular womng 
hours. All proposals are to be submitted in duplicate and facemarked "RFP00--001 Special Educa
tion Speech and Language, Occupational Therapy, and Educational Psychology Services Pro
posal" and delivered to the Procurement & Supply Office s~ualed on the 3rd floor of the Nauru 
Building, Susupe, Saipan, MP no later than 2:00 p.m., January 04, 2000. The proposer is required 
to submit with his proposal a copy of his business license. Any proposal received after the afore
mentioned date and time will not be accepted under any circumstances. 

A pre-proposal conference will be held on December 14, 1999 at 2:00 p.m. at the PSS Conlerence 
Room situated on the 4th floor al tile Nauru Building, Susupe, Saipan. Interested proposers are 
requested to submit all their questions pertaining to the proposal package requirements in writing 
Attn: Sue Uzama no later than 4:30 p.m., December 17, 1999 at the Procurement & Supply Office, 
3rd floor ol the Nauru Building, Susupe, Saipan, MP. All submitted questions will be responded to 
within three (3) working days from date all questions are due. 

Proposals will be evaluated and selections will be made upon the following criteria: 

1. Proposal Price 20% 
2. Proposal Plan 40% 
3. Qualification 01 Individual 30% 
4. Qualification Of Firm 10% 

Total 100% 

The CNMI Public School System reserves the right lo award on a single or multiple award or reject 
any or all proposals ii in its sole opinion to do so is in the best interest ol the Public School System. 
Inquiries this announcement maybe directed to Sue Lizama at telephone number 664-3721/3724. 

ls/Rita Hocog Jnos, Ed. D 
Commissioner Of Education 

ls/Louise Concepcion 
Procurement & Su I Officer 

lbf '-i PAC J 
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

Marianas Pacific Distributions Inc. (MARPAC) is looking for 
qualified applicants for the following positions: 

SALES MANAGER 
Applicants must meet the following requirements: 

W University Degree (preferably Business) 
W Excellent verbal and written communication skills 
W Proficient with the use of Excel & Word, Email Etc ... 
W Able to work under pressure 
W A Team Player 

MARPAC offers a competitive benefit package. 
Interested applicants should submit their resume at the 
MARPAC office located in Gualo Rai. No phone calls 
please. 

MARPAC requires proof of identity and eligibility to 
work in the CNMI (Resident Workers Only), drug 
testing, police and court clearance and ability testing. 

MARPAC IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER. 

Republican presidential hopeful Gary Bauer addresses the Republican Jewish Council in Washington 
Wednesday. The Republican Jewish Coalition, a lobbying group, is celebrating its 15th anniversary with 
speechmaking, a luncheon and dinner. AP 

Candidates address 
US Jewish· coalition 
WASHINGTON (AP) - Sen. 
John McCain on Wednesday con
tinued a Republican assault on 
Clinton-Gore policy toward Rus
sia and China, saying that if 
elected president he would sternly 
outline U.S. expectations for the 
once and c;urrent Communist 
states. Delivering one of a series 
of speeches by Republican candi
dates at a Jewish conference, 
McCain echoed themes sounded 
two weeks ago by Texas Gov. 
George W. Bush, the front-run
nerforthe GOP presidential nomi
nation. 

A McCain administration 
would "not tum a blind eye while 
Moscow supports proto-fascist 
agents of ethnic cleansing and 
regional instability in Serbia and 
Belarus," the Arizona senator told 
the Republican Jewish Coalition 
with respect to Russia. 

It also would not "allow Rus
sian extremists to escape the con
sequences of the carnage they 
cause in Chechnya," he added. 

Turning to China, McCain said 
any attempts by Beijing to force a 
reunification with Taiwan - which 
it considers a rogue province -
would face U.S. consequences. 

"I do not think it useful to pub
licly identify the means by which 
we would oppose such aggres
sion, but China must be made to 

understand the use of force would 
be a very serious mistake in judg
ment, a serious mistake with grave 
consequences," he said. 

The Republican Jewish Coali
tion, a lobbying group, was cel
ebrating its 15th anniversary with 
speechmaking, a luncheon and 
dinner. 

It hoped the presence of the six 
Republican presidential candi
dates and likely candidates in four 
hotly contested Senate races sig
naled a new prominence for Re
publican Jews. 

Besides McCain and Bush, oth
ers attending were conservative 
activist Gary Bauer, publisher 
Steve Forbes, Sen. Orrin Hatch of 
Utah and radio talk show host 
Alan Keyes. Also on the program 
was New York City Mayor 
Rudolph Giuliani, who is expected 
to challenge first lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton for the U.S. Sen
ate. 

"The Jewish vote has tradition
ally been thought of as a Demo
cratic vote, but more Republicans 
are getting more of the Jewish 
vote," said Matt Brooks, the 
coalition's executive director. 

During his speech, Hatch ac
cused the Clinton-Gore adminis
tration of forcing a peace process 
on the Israeli people. 

He also chastised Mrs. Clinton 

for her recent silence as the wife 
of Yasser Arafat accused the Is
raelis of secretly poisoning Pales
tinian children. 

"I assure you that if an official 
of the Hatch administration ever 
sat silent in the face of such lies, 
they'd be buying theirown ticket 
home," Hatch said to applause. 

During his remarks, McCain 
accused the administration of 
squandering an important "stra
tegic asset" - America's credibil
ity around the world - by making 
threats or promises and then not 
following through. "Allies are as 
quick to lose faith in uncertain 
leadership as enemies are to chal
lenge it," he said. "Credibility is a 
strategic asset. 

The world's only superpower 
should never give its word insin
cerely, we should never make idle 
threats." 

McCain did not name names, 
but campaign aides said he was 
refe1Ting to situations such as the 
United States pledging support to 
Kurdish rebels during their upris
ings in northern Iraq, yet not stop
ping their slaughter by the Iraqi 
government. 

Instead, since shortly after the 
end of the Gulf War in 1991, the 
U.S. military has patrolled the 
skies overmuch oflraq to prevent 
attacks by Baghdad. 

EMPLOYMENT· OPPORTUNITY 
NURSING ASSISTANTS U.S. Mainland 

Wanted Immediately. 30 openings for nursing homes in North Carolina, 
Kentucky & Tenesse. 

Competitive Salary, benefits. 
With or without certification. Training will be provided. Experience not necessary. 

Requirement: Must be caring, patient and hardworking, US Citizens or Residents only. 
Must travel immediately. 

Call (800) 7 42-2446 or (201) 662-8906 Fax: (201) 662-9897 
WHR GROUP @Galaxy Mall, 7000 Blvd East, Guttenberg, NJ 07093 
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Come visit Santa Claus 
Over 13 Christmas decorated floats 

··'"'~~ over 50 Christm,as Trees being JiJ.D:P in the tree lighting ceremony 
·· · an.ti. 

· Children.from the ages of<02'7:receive gifts.from Santa 
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Gov't, tobacco sector in court 
WASHINGTON (AP) - The 
Clinton administration's 
groundbreaking effort to curb 
smoking ran into trouble Wednes
day as most Supreme Court jus
tices expressed doubts the gov
ernment has the authority to re gu
late tobacco as an addictive drug. 

Such regulation by the Fo~ 
and Drug Administration "just 

doesn't fit'" under a federal law 
that requires the FDA to ensure 
drugs that are safe and effective, 
said Justice Sandra Day 
O'Connor. 

"'Is it the position of the gov
ernment that the use of tobacco is 
safe and effective?" she asked 
Solicitor General Seth Waxman. 

The government has asked the 

justices to overturn a lower court 
ruling and let the FDA regulate 
tobacco and crack down on sales 
to minors. 

The government has called the 
1996 initiative the FDA's most 
important public health and safety 
effort in the past 50 years. 

The tobacco industry has been 
under increasing attack for sell-

A mmUTE TO mE RETIRING 
PRESIDENT OF NORfflERN MARIANAS COLLEGE 

Agnes Manglona McPhetres. Tluoughout the 70s, 80s and 90, across the Pacific, the 
name has been synonymous with education. This extraordinary woman's leader
ship style has been characterized by vision, commitment, dedication, endurance, 
diligence, perseverance, insight, fortitude, confidence, initiative, assertiveness, cou
rageous risk-taking, and lots of just plain savvy. 

Prior to becoming President of Northern Marianas College in 1983, she had already· 
established herself as a veteran educator, having been a classroom teacher, a school 
principal, and an elementary and secondary educational administrator for the Trust 
Territory of the Pacific Islands and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands. 

But the real story of Agnes M. McPhetres is the story of Northern Marianas College. 
For nearly two decades her name and the name of the CNMI's sole institution of 
higher education haven been irrevocably interwoven. She was the institution's 
founding president and remained its president until the dawning of the new century 
and the new millennium. During this period she laid the foundation for an adult and 
higher education system that will endure well into the 21st century; and her legacy 
to the multitudes who benefited from the programs and services provided by NMC 
will stretch far beyond that. 

This story of the Institution and the Woman is about how a college under her leader
ship evolved from one which offered night classes at the local high school into one 
which is now a viable institution addressing a wide spectrum of educational needs 
of the participants in a dynamic, modem, multi-lingual, multi-cultural society. It is a 
story that might appropriately be entitled, "Operation Boot-Strap," for without 
sufficient funding for its initial establishment and on-going operations and expan
sion, NMC has indeed pulled itself up by its own boot-straps. This yet-to-be-written 
saga would teem with examples of how this Woman's novel solutions were used to 
address common problems, of how seemingly insurmountable obstacles were viewed 
as challenges rather than as excuses for inaction, and of her courage to take risks. 

So, despite the obstacles, the resistance, the detractors, and the nay-sayers, McPhetres' 
vision has prevailed and the opportunity for ongoing self-improvement through a 
variety of adult educational programs is today a well-established aspect of life in the 
CNMI. 

On the occasion of her retirement as NMC President, a grateful community along 
with friends, relatives, students, staff, faculty and supporters pay tribute to Agnes 
McPhetres for her decades of devoted public service to the peoples of Micronesia 
and to the residents of the Northern Mariana Islands. 

A lifelong servi~e and dedication to higher education. 

1MASS . -

A special mass will be offered in celebration of the retirement of 
Northern Marianas College President AGNES MANGLONA MCPHETRES 

at the Chalan Kanoa Cathedral on Saturday, December 4, 1999 at 4:30 p.m. 

ing a product that the American 
Cancer Society says is the leading 
cause of cancer. 

Waxman contended the FDA 
has the authority to act because 
the nicotine contained in tobacco 
is "highly addictive" and acts as a 
stimulant, a sedative and an appe
tite suppressant and feeds smok
ers' addictions. 

But tobacco industry lawyer 
Richard M. Cooper insisted the 
government's action was "law
less" because cigarettes are not 
promoted as having positive ef
fects on health. 

Several justices seemed con
cerned about the industry's argu
ment that if FDA regulation were 
allowed, it would have to ban 
tobacco products. 

"We tried a ban of (alcohol) 
and decided, forget about it," Jus
tice Antonin Scalia said. Scalia 
said that even if a 1938 law could 
give the FDA authority to regu
late tobacco, "There's a lot of 
water over the dam since then" 
during which the government said 
it could not regulate the industry. 

"I have the same concerns with 
the case," added Justice Anthony 
M. Kennedy. A federal appeals 
court said Congress, not the FDA, 
had the power to decide whether 
to regulate tobacco. 

Forty states are backing the 
government's appeal, and the 
Supreme Court is expected to rule 
by July. No matter what the jus
tices decide, Congress could de
cide to change the result by pass
ing a new law. 

Chief Justice William H. 
Rehnquist questioned why the 
FDA decided to regulate tobacco 
in 1996 when the surgeon 
general's office determined three 
decades earlier that smoking was 
dangerous to people's health. 

Waxman noted that executives 
of seven major tobacco compa
nies testified to Congress in 1994 
that nicotine was not addictive 
and that cigarette makers did not 
manipulate their products' nico
tine content. 

"As far as the former is con
cerned, nobody believed them," 
Scalia responded, and Rehnquist 

quickly added, "Nobody believed 
them." Justice David H. Souter 
also seemed troubled by 
Waxman's argument. However, 
Justice Stephen G. Breyer noted 
that "nobody can kid themselves 
any more" about the effects of 
smoking. 

"Is the word 'safety' in this 
statute supposed to stop the FDA 
from looking at the real world?" 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
asked Cooper, "Are you saying 
that if heroin were legalized, the 
FDA could not regulate it?" 

Among the court's nine jus
tices, Rehnquist and Scalia are 
smokers, while Clarence Thomas 
used to smoke cigars. 

All 50 states have reached settle
ments in which tobacco compa
nies will pay them $246 billion 
for the cost of treating smoking
related illnesses. 

The Justice Department sued 
the industry in September, seek
ing additional billions of dollars 
to repay federal health-insurance 
costs. 

In July, a Florida jury ruled in a 
class-action lawsuit that the five 
largest cigarette makers produced 
a defective and deadly product. 

The jury is considering dam
ages that industry lawyers say 
could exceed $300 billion. The 
FDA said its decision tostartregu
lating tobacco in I 996 was 
prompted by new evidence that 
the industry intended its products 
to feed consumers' nicotine hab
its. 

All 5 0 states already ban to
bacco sales to anyone under 18. 

In addition to adopting that rule, 
the FDA required stores to de
mand photo I.D. from all tobacco 
purchasers under age 27 and lim
ited vending-machine cigarette 
sales to adults-only locations, such 
as bars. 

Tobacco companies challenged 
the rule, and the 4th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals ruled last year 
that the FDA could not regulate 
tobacco. 

"Congress never intended to 
give the FDA jurisdiction over 
tobacco products," the appeals 
court said. 

Polish Holocaust survivor Bella Youngwirth (second left) speaks to 
reporters outside U.S. Federal Court in Brooklyn Monday. Attorneys 
for Holocaust survivors and Jewish organizations around the world 
urged U.S. District Judge Edward Korman to approve a $1.25 blflion 
settlement between their clients and Swiss banks. AP 
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Lobbyists eye GOP debate 
CONCORD, N.H. (AP) -
Songs and signs. Cookies and ice 
cream. A giant spotlight - just like 
Batman's - to shine a logo onto 
the night sky. 

MaybeevenSantaClaus. Those 
are just some of the props that will 
be used this week to capitalize on 
what one author calls a "lobbying 
opportunity people in everyday 
Washington would kill for." 

With all six Republican candi
dates coming to New Hampshire 
fora debate Thursday, special in
terest groups of all stripes are 
hoping to sneak their causes into 
the spotlight. 

"I think a lot of groups begin 
with great hopes that they're go
ing to get every single candidate 
in the same room with Dan Rather, 
Peter Jennings, Tom Brokaw, 
Bernard Shaw, and all their cam
eras, and have them to answer 
five questions about the issue of 
highest priority to that group," 
said Dayton Duncan, author of a 
book about the I 988 primary. 

"When they slowly realize 
that's unlikely, they try to think of 
some other way to get their point 
across."Withexactlytwomonths 
to go until the nation's first presi
dential primary, this week offers 
the best opportunity so far: All the 
Republican candidates, including 
front-runner George W. Bush, will 
share a stage for · the first time 
Thursday at a televised forum in 
Manchester. 

Democrats Al Gore and Bill 
Bradley also were in and out of 
the state. Everywhere they go, 
they can count on interest groups 
showing up alongside the voters 
whose hands they shake and 
whose babies they kiss. 

"It's a ready-made opportunity. 
We don't have to do the organiz
ing oflarge crowds, we don't have 
to make sure all the press is there," 

. NEWARlt······~.J:·····fXP)·············.··.····A· member · of >Sen. Robert 
Torricelli's.) l ??.6 .f utjd:tiµsi~g 
committee admitted 111 court 
Wednesday (hat he made $2,000 
in illegal contributions to the 
Democrat's campaign. 

Cannine Alampi, the former 
treasurer of the Bergen County 
DemocratkParty,js the third 
p<.1rson to ;,drnif wr¢ngdoi11g in 
• the.·ciirnp¥~· ii,np tiit ~rst. di-· 
tJ!ftlY c~nnes1!!iito.tl!e.p~paign 

itself,•····· •...• ···········:. i·>·········· · .. Alainpi ••.•. 46,admitted ~the 
tciok m()ney from sC>~izlr1e else 
and gavyjt tl)e ca:mpaigttt9cir~ 

said Shelley Nelkens, an Antrim 
woman working to free Ameri 
can Indian leader Leonard Peltier. 

Peltier is serving two life sen
tences for kil.ling two FBI agents 
in a 1975 shootout on a South 
Dakota reservation. 

However, supporters believe he 
was framed, and some interna
tional human rights groups con
sider him a political prisoner. 
Nelkens and other Peltier sup
porters spent Tuesday in down
town Keene, where Bradley made 
several campaign stops. 

They followed him as he walked 
through downtown and gave him 
a copy of a book written by Peltier. 

Another group, Business Lead
ers for Sensible Priorities, is pre
paring half a dozen creative ways 
to urge candidates to spen,d money 
on children instead of the mili
tary. 

The group's "Cookie Mom" 
will be at the debate, handing out 
treats marked to illustrate a mili
tary spending chart, said Shireen 
Tilley, the group's New Hamp
shire coordinator. 

The group also plans a new 
song "to serenade the press," and 
a "bat light" to flash its logo onto 
Manchester buildings. 

Santa Claus has not yet con
firmed his participation, Tilley 
said. "With Santa Claus, you can 
never tell when he'll arrive," she 
said. 

And just how is old Saint Nick 
connected to the cause? "Santa 
cares about kids," she said. "And 
he knows who's naughty ornice." 
Other groups are bypassing the 
candidates and taking their mes
sages directly to the voters. 

The National Abortion and Re
productive Rights Action League 
planned to release ads today fo
cusing on the Supreme Court, a 
spokesman said. 

. ' :· . ·.·=-· '.' ... _. __ -·· 

f~lli;ertt do11atiori .·liinit;:····•i-Ie 
. pleaded···gll.il~tq3idirlg a cam~ 
pllign finance violatlqn, which 
carries up to a year in prison and 
a, fine of up tQ $25,000. 

The first guilty plea came in 
May from Alampi' s former law 
parmer, Berek Paul Don, the 
former Republican leader in 
Bergen County, which Torricelli 
repE;!ien~d in·~· J:Iqus~ before 
becoming a senator~ · 

·•· ·•···· •. '.Q)p s'<.cor1c:I c:~e fyotn p11si-
nf.ss1t1~n •La"'(l"ence.J>~n~a'. who 
a<lmi~ect f1mneu11gmeg!!~ct9na" 

• tions the · .. 1996 ·campaigns.· of 
.. · PresidentOintun Md Torricelli. 
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Several of the Republican can
didates have said they would only 
appoint Supreme Court justices 
who oppose abortion rights. 

The Sierra Club also began run
ning television and radio ads this 
week in New Hampshire criticiz
ing Bush's env ironmen ta] record. 

The group's New Hampshire 

spokesman, Rick Katzenberg, said 
the goal is to get voters to think 
about the issue and then push the 
candidates to make it a priority. 

These activities are a natural 
outgrowth of what sets New 
Hampshire apart from other states 
- candidates are expected to meet 
voters one-on-one and hear their 

concerns, said Duncan, the poli
tics author. 

"'One of the unique parts of the 
New Hampshire primary is the 
tradition of candidates who want 
to be leader of the free world 
campaigning as if they're run
ning for sheriff of a small county," 
he said. 

OMBUDSMAN CASE WORKERS 

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT 
. UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Office oflnsular Affairs 

The U.S. Department of the Interior, Office of Insular Affairs 's mission is to assist the islands in 
developing more efficient and effective government by providing financial and technical assistance; 
and to help manage Federal-island relations by promoting appropriate Federal policies. We are seeking 
four highly qualified case workers/translators to work on an intermittent basis as contract employees 
in our Labor Ombudsman Office in the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI). 
The Ombudsman acts as a worker's advocate by facilitating assistance for alien workers in the CNMI 
in the resolution of labor complaints and problems. 

Case Workers/Translators duties include translation and interpretation services; labor, immigration, 
and civil rights counseling; outreach education to alien workers; and assistance in filing for relief with 
appropriate Federal and CNMI agencies. 

Requirements: Candidates must have fluency in English both written and spoken as well as one or 
more of the following languages; Tagalog, Mandarin, Bengali, Singhalese, Urdu, Hindi, Nepalese, 
Tamil and Korean. Candidates must have knowledge of Federal and local labor and immigration 
laws, regulations and procedures. Candidates possessing an interactive experience with the CNMI 
alien worker community, especially in regard to obtaining the trust and cooperation of the workers are 
preferred. Computer skills are desirable. While U.S. citizens, U.S. permanent residents, U.S. nationals, 
and non-residents are eligible to apply for this position, preference will be given to U.S. citizens, U.S. 
permanent residents and U.S. nationals. 

Application Information: Recruitment for the position is being conducted by Attorney Pamela Brown, 
Federal Ombudsman, located in Saipan. Please send resume to Attorney Pamela Brown, Department 
of Interior, Ombudsman Office, P.O. Box 2452, Kallingal Building, Saipan, MP 96950 or you may 
fax resume to (670) 233-8040. Position opens 11/30/99 to 12'20/99. 

The Department of the Interior is an equal opportunity employer. 

SANT A RITA RELIGIOUS STORE 
INSIDE CHAMOLINIAN MART 

MIDDLE ROAD, 234-8426 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
Please take notice that Tin Lung Yung 
aka (Haymen Yung), and Pat Lin Tong 
aka (Patrick Tong), are no longer 
connected to La Mode Inc. effective 
November 23, 1999. 

The above individuals have no 
authority to act on behalf of La Mode, 
Inc. as of November 23, 1999. 

The Management 

Toys For Tots Spreads Smiles Across The Miles! 
Local Norwest Financial Office Collection Site For Toys For Tots 

sc.tnta anet his 
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Toys for Tots 
spreads smiles across the miles 

1999 Maine Coops R-.e To,s for Tots 

The Norwest Financial office located at the first floor in the Joeten 
Dandan Commercial Building is collecting new, unwrapped toys from 
November 22nd to December 17th on behalf for the U.S. Marine 
Corps Reserve Toys for Tots program. 

Local residents interested in donating may drop off their Toys for Tots 
donation at the Nor,vest Financial office weekdays during regular 
business hours. Toys are needed for children of all ages, infant 
teenager. All toys will be donated to Karidat for local distribution 
within the Commonwealth. · 

Over 10 million toys were distributed to underprivileged children 
nationwide last Christmas thanks to the Marine Corps Reserve Toys 
for Tots program. 

Norwest Financial is proud to be a national corporate sponsor of the 
Marine Toys For Tots Foundation. 

Gualo Roi Village Shell 

GET MORE FOR YOUR BUCK 
IN DECEMBER 

Stop by the Village Shell Station in Gualo Rai and for every $12.00 
of fuel or every $7.00 worth of store items get an entry form to 
win great food prizes every week. Why get your fuel anywhere 
else? The more you enter the more chances to win. Drawings are 
every Friday, starting Dec. 3rd, listen to Power 99 every Friday 
on the "Island Traffic Report" for you name to be drawn. 

PRIZES 
I '213 ................ 33 lb Case of Chicken 12124 .............. 20 lb Case of Spareribs 
1'2110 .............. 20 lb Case of Spareribs 12131 .............. GRANDPRIZE 
I '2117 .............. 33 lb Case of Chicken 

GRAND PRIZE 
~ I Case of Chicken, I Case of Ribs, I Case of Pepsi, a SO lb bag of Rice & 
-~': .• . . $25.00 of Shell gasoline. , 

:~_-,)~.,~-,.,·~·-.· .·'..;.: Drawing December 31 (NEW YEAR S EVE) 
. - Shell Card Customers arc eligible!!! 
_;_~- ,.;· Visa - Mastercard - American Ex ress Ar.cc ted 

Village Shell GUALO RA! is operated by Delta Management 

UN nixes US plan 
for missile defense 
UNITED NA TIO NS, (Reuters) 
- The U._N. General Assembly en
dorsed a resolution on Wednes
day aimed at pressing the United 
States to abandon plans to build 
an anti-missile defence. 

The vote on the resolution, rec
ommended last month by the 
assembly's disarmament and in
ternational security committee, 
was 80-4, with 68 abstentions. 
Voting against the draft, together 
with the United States, were Al
bania, Israel and Micronesia. 

The members of the IS-nation 
European Union abstained, ex
ceptfor France and Ireland, which 
voted for the resolution. It. calls 
for continued efforts to strengthen 
and preserve the 1972 Anti-bal
listic Missile Treaty between the 
United States and the then Soviet 
Union, which limits missile de
fences. 

Washington wants to amend the 
treaty to permit the construction 
in the next five years of a limited 
anti-missile defence, based in 
Alaska or North Dakota, as a 
shield against possible attacks by 

so-called "rogue states" against 
U.S. territory or U.S. troops sta
tioned abroad. Russian and China 
have repeatedly warned that any 
changes to the ABM treaty would 
threaten other disarmament ac
cords, undermine strategic stabil
ity and spark a new arms race. 

The treaty is based on the theory 
that anti-missile systems would 
only tempt the other side to build 
more missiles to overwhelm the 
defences. 

The U.N. resolution, originally 
sponsored by Russia, China and 
Belarus, was approved by the 
assembly's disarmament commit
tee on Nov. 5 by a 54-4 vote, with 
73 abstentions. It calls on the par
ties to the ABM treaty "to refrain 
from the deployment of anti-bal
listic missile systems for the de
fence of the territory of their coun
try and not to provide a base for 
such a defence." 

The treaty parties are also called 
on not to transfer to other states, 
or to deploy outside theirnational 
territory, anti-ballistic-missile 
systems or their components lim-

ited by the treaty. Under the treaty, 
Russia has long had an ageing 
ABM defence to protect only 
Moscow. But neither country has 
a national missile defence such as 
the one the United States wants to 
deploy on a limited scale that 
would not be sufficient to 
neutralise Russia's large nuclear 
force. 

As an apparent warning to 
Washington, Russia early last 
month test-fired one of its short
range anti-missile rockets for the 
first time in six years and later 
test-fired an old nuclear-capable 
tactical missile to show that its 
shelf-life had not expired. 

The U.N. resolution calls for"re
newed efforts by each of the states 
parties to preserve and strengthen" 
the ABM treaty through full and 
strict compliance. 

It considers that any measure 
undermining the purposes and 
provisions of the treaty "also un
dermines global strategic stabil
ity and world peace and the pro
motion of further strategic nuclear 
arms reductions." 

Paris Lane, from the Harlem neighborhood of New York, listens as first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
addresses the United Nations World AIDS Day symposium Wednesday. Lane lost both of his parents to the 
disease. AP 

US tells Argentina to keep house in order 
BUENOS AIRES, (Reuters) -
U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Lawrence Summers urged 
Argentina's incoming govern
ment on Wednesday to keep its 
fiscal house in order and cut back 
on government involvement in 
the economy to ensure it can climb 
out of a harsh recession. 

Afteraseriesoftalks with Presi
dent-elect Fernando de la Rua 
and his team, led by economy 
minister Jose Luis Machinea, 
Summers said he was convinced 
the new centrist government was 
keenly aware of the challenges it 
facedinrevivingSouthAmerica's 
second-largest economy. 

"Certainly (they) showed a very 
clear awareness of the challenges 
they face and the kinds of ap
proaches that are necessary to 
meet those challenges," Summers 
told a news briefing in Buenos 
Aires, the starting point of his 
four-day swing through South 

America. Summers said the key 
tasks of the new administration. 
which takes office Dec. 10, were 
to reduce the nation's bulging 
budget deficit and deregulate its 
rigid Jabour markets. 

De la Rua takes over from 
Carlos Menem and his Peronists, 
who have ruled the country for 
the 10 years, in the midst of an 
economic slump caused by glo
bal financial turmoil over the past 
two years, falling commodity 
prices, and a devaluation in 
neighbouring Brazil that has sand
bagged Argentine exports to its 
largest trading partner. 

De la Rua's team has projected 
a$5.7 billion budget gap for 1999 
and has warned the deficit could 
climb to as much as $10 billion 
next year, more than double the 
$4.5 billion official target, if tough 
political action is not taken. 

"I was very much encouraged 
by (their) commitment to deci-

sive fiscal action to help get the 
economy growing again," .Sum
mers said. 

But he declined to speculate 
whether Argentina had any pros
pect of additional external finan
cial support from the International 
Monetary Fund to help it consoli
date the books. Argentina has pre
viously been named as one of the 
countries that could qualify for tbe 
IMF' s recently-established Contin
gent Credit Facility, a mechanism 
designed to give struggling econo
mies quick access to large interna
tional funds before they get em
broiled in financial turmoil. 

"My understanding is that the 
Argentines will have discussions 
with the IMF, but I think that 
while financing obviously might 
be an element of tbose discus
sions, the most important steps 
are policy changes to maximize 
private sector confidence," Sum
mers said. 
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FBI officers carry a third body bag to a truck at the Rancho de la Campana compound where there is believed to be a mass grave in the Mexican 
city of Ciudad Juarez Wednesday. Mexican and U.S. officials armed with sophisticated technology searched for the remains of some 100 people 
missing, south of the Texas border Wednesday. AP 

FBI-Mexican search bears fruit 

Bodies found at border ranch 
CIUDAD JUAREZ, Mexico 
(AP) - U.S. and Mexican au
thorities found the remains of 
three more people, bringing to 
five the number of victims dis
covered at border ranches where 
an FBI informant says as many 
as 100 victims of a powerful 
drug cartel may be buried. 

Jose Larrieta Carrasco, head 
of the organized crime unit for 
Mexico's attorney general's of
fice, said three skeletal remains 
were found today, some clothed 
and some in underwear. Partial 
remains of two other bodies were 
found Tuesday. 

FBI forensic experts were 
working with Mexican soldiers 
and ski-masked police searching 
at least two desert ranches near 
Ciudad Juarez, once the undis
puted territory of the Juarez drug 
cartel, atone time Mexico's larg
est and most violent dmg-smug
gling outfit. Authorities were led 
to the ranches by an informant 
who approached the rm early 
this year, a federal law enforce
ment official said in Washington. 

The informant said there might 
be as many as I 00 bodies there, 
including people who had been 

providing information to U.S. 
drug agents, according to the offi
cial, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

On Tuesday, bones, clothing and 
shoes were found at the Rancho de 
la Campana, l O miles southwest of 
Ciudad Juarez, according to Attor
ney General Jorge Madrazo. 

'Toereisaskull,somebones,some 
boots; there are bone fragments, in
cludingsomethataresmall," Madrazo 
told theRadioRednetworkinMexioo 
today before the newest skeletal re
mains were found. 

He said the remains will un
dergo DNA and other analyses by 
FBI and Mexican experts. "At 
this moment, nobody in the world 
could tell you who they belong 
to," he said. 

In an earlier interview with TV 
Azteca, Madrazo reiterated that 
officials do not believe that any 
bodies of U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration or FBI agents arc 
at the ranches. But he said agents 
of the Mexican frderal judicial 
police could be buried there. 

TV Azteca reported that Rancho 
de la Campana's owner and a 
caretaker had been detained and 
taken to Mexico City. 

A spokesman for the Attorney 
General's office told The Associ
ated Press he had no information 
about the· alleged detentions. 
Madrazo has said investigato.rs 
suspect the victimswere killed by 
the Juarez drug cartel. 

He said that while the numberof 
bodies in the ranches was unknown, 
the number of people reported miss
ing in the area was around 100 
people - including 22 Americans. 

"The list of complaints of people 
who have disappeared includes a 
littlemorethan 100,butthatdoesn't 
mean that in the places where we 
are looking, you 're going to see 
I 00 bodies or more. This we don't 
know," he told TV Azteca. "We 
are investigating this." 

U.S. officials, speaking on con
dition of anonymity, said only 
four or five Americans had been 
reported missing in the area over 
the past several years. 

Assistant FBI DircctorThomas 
Pickard in Washington said that it 
was ··a pretty good assumption·· 
that Americans are among those 
buried at the ranches, given .. the 
proximity to the border.·· 

Pickard said the FBI believes 
the victims whose bodies were 

being sought "were killed for 
their knowledge of or for being 
witnesses to drug trafficking." 

"Most of the information we 
have shows these individuals 
were buried there at least two to 
three years ago, so it's not a 
recent situation," he said. 

That would mean the killings 
occurred during the height of the 
Juarez cartel 'spowerin the mid
l 990s, when kidnappings of sus
pected informants, drug rivals 
or civilian bystanders were rife 
in the area-often, itis suspected, 
with the involvement of police 
officers in the cartel's pay. 

At the time, the cartel was 
flourishing, sending planeloads 
with tons of cocaine over the 
border and extending its opera
tions to the Caribbean coast. 

A bloody war for control 
broke out after the cartel's 
founder, Amado Carillo Fuentes, 
died in 1997 after plastic sur
gery designed to help him evade 
law enforcement. Police in both 
countries have atTested many of 
the group's alleged ringleaders 
and the Juarez cartel has been 
eclipsed by other trafficking or
ganizations. 
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Central 
Americar1 
nations in 
squabble 
MANAGUA, Nicaragua (AP) 
- A dispute between Central 
American neighbors grew hotter 
Wednesday when Nicaragua's 
president announced a "patriotic 
tax" on imports from Honduras 
in reprisal for a controversial 
treaty on Caribbean sea territo
ries. 

The spat threatens to damage 
Central American efforts to co- · 
ordinate dealings with the United 
States and other countries, as well 
as attempts to strengthen a local 
free-trade zone. Nicaraguan 
President Arnoldo Aleman im
posed a 35 percent tax on Hondu
ran goods after Honduras signed 
a maritime accord with Colom
bia that recognizes Colombian 
claims to large areas of the Carib
bean that are also claimed by 
Nicaragua. 

Honduras' congress unani
mously ratified the treaty on Tues
day. and also announced it was 
moving 2.000 troops to areas near 
the Nicaraguan border in order to 
prevent timber smuggling. 

Honduras denied the two 
moves were related. Aleman said 
Wednesday that his country's 
military would respond with"rou
tine measures" to the Honduran 
troop movements. 

The tax imposed by Aleman 
broke with regional free market 
agreements and slaps the same 
35 percent rate on Honduran 
products as applies to Colom
bian goods. 

"We are treating all goods com
ing from Honduras as if they came 
from Colombia, which it united 
(with) to wound this country," 
Aleman said. 

On Tuesday, Aleman had 
threatened to completely break 
commercial relations with Hon
duras. 

The rwo countries disagree over 
where to draw the maritime 
boundary from their border at 
Caba Gracias a Dias. 

Honduras claims it should run 
due cast along the 15th parallel. 
Nicaragua claims it should run 
northeast. following the general 
line of the land border, up to the 
17th parallel. Nicaragua also 
claims rights over islands east to 
the 78th meridian. 

US court in {Puerto Rico dismisses Castro plot charge 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 
- A federal judge dismissed 
charges Wednesday against one 
of six Cuban exiles accused of 
plotting to kiHFidel Castro, ap~ 
parently for lack of evidence. 

Alfredo Domingo.Otero was 
relieved by the decision and·· 
would be returning to his family 
i~ Miami s()Qn, said the man's 
lawyer, Jose Quinon. 

Judge Heptor Laffitte refu~d 
on Tuesday · to · dismiss charges 

against five other Miami and New 
Jersey businessmen, all activists 
in the anti-Castro movement in 
the United States. The five are 
accu sedof. plotting to kill the 
Cuban leader when he attended a 
Latin Arnerican summit on 
Venezuela's Isla Margarita two 
years ago. 

Three of.the accused men were 
on board a yacht stopped by the 
1.T.S; C:oast G11ard in international 

· ..vaters off Puerto Rico on Oct27, 

1997'.Prosecutorschargetheother 
three helped organize the plot. 

Otero was accused of moni
toring the boat's position from 
Miami. But Otero said he had 
asked someone else to do the 
monitoring and was unaware of 
any plot against Castro. Al
though there have been many 
reports of attempts to kill 
Castro, this is the first such trial 
in the United States .. 

The case began when Coast 

Guard officials boarded the yacht 
for a routine check. When they 
searched the boat, they found two 
.SO-caliber sniper rifles, ammuni
tion, night-vision goggles, radios 
and satellite navigation equip
ment. 

At that point, one of the men 
blurted out that they were on their 
way to assassinate Castro. Howe 
ever, when the trial began two 
weeks ago, defense lawyers said 
the men actually were going to the 

island to help any members of 
Castro's entourage who wanted 
to defect. They said they needed 
the military-type equipment for 
protection. 

On Wednesday, ddense law
yers called a defector from a 
commando team that travels with 
Castro to testify that secUiity 
around the Cuban leader is so 
tight the men would have been 
foolish to consider the alleged 
plot. 
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In Chechnya · 

Russians predict victory 
GROZNY, Russia (AP) - Rus
sian leaders on Wednesday pre
dicted victory over militants in 
Chechnya within three months, 
revising earlier predictions of 
quicker success in the face of in
creasingly fierce rebel resistance. 

Front-line fighting focused on 

towns ringing the besieged 
Chechen capital as the Russians 
seek to encircle Grozny. 

Argun. three miles east of 
Grozny. has been the scene of 
sustained fighting in recent days. 
and Defense Minister Igor 
Sergeyev said Wednesday that 

the Russians would have full con
trol of tbe town by week's end. 

Sergeyev also said "the ban
dits' situation is getting worse" 
and the entire Chechnya opera
tion will probably continue for 
another "one, two or three 
months." Russian leaders have 

Grozny's etmayor Bes/a! 1 Gan(emiro_v (left), Russian Federal troops Commander VictorKazantsev (center) 
and an un,dent1ed Russian officer discuss thelf troops' movements near their millitary base in Achkhoy 
Martan, southwest of Grozny, Tuesday. AP 

Born on February 25, 1983, was C111led /,your 
l..ord Jesus Christ to lier eternal rest on 

Tuesday, November 30, 1999, at tile age of16. 

She now joins her Grandparents: Bon~acio Reyes Sablan & Rufina Demapan Palacios 
She will be extremely missed and forever remembered in the hea11s of her 

Parents Vicente Masga Sablan (Ben Pacho) 

Step Mother 
Grandparents 
Brothers/Sister-in-law 

Stepsister/Brothers 

Godparents 

Nanny 

Natividad Demapan Palacios Sablan (Darlene) 
Lourdes Santos Sablan 
Maria Mendiola Masga Sablan/Francisco Muna Palacios 
Vincent P. Sablan & Norma Fujihira 
(Kimberly, Vincent Jr., Raymond, Kelly, Kelsey, Kathleen, Vanessa & Rufina) 
Frank P. Sablan & Marylou Atalig 
Ryan P. Sablan & Nellis Sony 
John Paul P. Sablan & Juanette Guerrero 
(Phillip John & Gwendolynn Nicole) 
Patrick Michael P. Sablan 
Patricia P. Cabrera 
Georgette Marie Cas\ro-Das/Ajtt Kumar Das 
George JrJSelena Castro 
Greg Castro/Lori 
Jose C. Ayuyu 
Antonia M. Tudela 
Daisy A. Penarubia 
Nancy A. Penarubia 
Mary Jean A. Penarubia 
Shielyna S. Sanarez 

Unc\es/Aunties . : Winnie/~uis Sab!an; Tina/Ramon Sablan; Maggie(deceased)/Jose Sablan; Felisa/Jose 
CH._Pangehnan; !'.1ary/Martrn Sablan;Antorna/Antorno Benavente(deceased); Ellaine/Julrta Sablan; Rostta/Senator Ricardo 
A\ahg; Fran~Em1ha_Sablan; R~mona/lsaac M. Calvo; ~ary A~n/James Reyes; Fatima/Antonio Cabrera; Jacinta Palacios; 
Ter~tta/Adnan Mung; Bemadrra/H.enry S~blan; Fr~c1s Palae1os; Pauline Palacios; Rita Palacios; Frank/Marde Palacios; 
Ben1ai:irn/Eve~n Cabrera; John Diego/Julie Palacios; Joseph MichaeVYumi Palacios; Raymond Palacios/Evelyn Sablan; 
BegornafThomas Flores; Alvaro Santos/Marcy Cepeda; Roque/Dr. Christine E. Santos 
She is addftionally survived by numerous Nieces, Nephews and Cousins. 

Daily memorial masses are being offered at Mt. Carmel Cathedral at 6:00AM. 
On Thursday, December 9, 1999 at 7:00AM, her remains will be taken out from CHC and will 
proceed to Mount Carmel Cathedral for viewing. Mass of a Christian burial will be offered at 

10:00 a.m. lnterment will follow at Chalan Kanoa Cemetery, Saipan. 
Lunch will be served immediately after the burial at the Cathedral Social Hall. 

'lfowi P~, 1~ ~ P~ cm Q""°'4 II~ 
FROM TIIE FAMIIY 

been predicting the rapid demise 
of the militants since Moscow 
sent troops into Chechnya in Sep
tember. 

Earlier, they claimed the 
Chechen fighters would be elimi
nated by the end of the year. But 
while Russian forces advanced 
rapidly to the outskirts of Grozny, 
the rebels have put up increas
ingly rigid resistance in recent 
days. 

Russian commanders were 
similarly upbeat when they sent 
troops into Chechnya in 1994, 
only to withdraw their forces two 
years later, giving the Muslim ter
ritory effective independence. 

Russian air and artillery strikes 
and ground battles in recent days 
have caused an unknown number 
of casualties and terrified civil
ians. 

"Earlier this morning when ~ 
woke up and saw a cloudless sky, 
I decided to leave immediately. 

My little daughter Amina broke 
into hysterics and begged me to 
take her away from there, because 
the shining sun means that Rus
sian aviati"on will be bombing us 
again," said Patimat Serdiyeva, a 
resident of the village of Kater
Yurt southwest of Grozny who 
was trying to flee Chechnya on 
Wednesday. 

Serdiyeva and her two daugh
ters, aged 3 and 6, were among 
hundreds of people in line at a 
border checkpoint leading to 
Ingushetia. The Russian republic 
has absorbed the bulkof the233,000 
refugees from the fighting. 

Her daughter Amina' s face was 
covered with scratches after she 

. '.,,. . 

MOSCOW(t\P)-Russia.de
livered .. an official protest letter 
to the United States on:Wednesc 
day over a_· U.S. qiplomat ac
cused of espionage and ordered· 
her to leave the country. officials 
said. 

Russian security officials have 
alleged that Cheri Leberknight 
was a CIA agent and that they 
caught her trying to obt\lin secret 
military.information from a Rus-
sian citizen. ·· 

They said she Was carrying -. 
invisible ink and a pocket-sized . 
electr~mic spy device to prevent 
eavesdropping when agents. 
grabbed her in a wooded park in 
a northern Moscow suburb Mon~ 
day evening: 

Foreign Ministry officials Sllrrt
moned a U.S. E1nbassy repre
sentative and handed over the 
diplomatic protest note Wednes
day, a ministry spokesman said 
on condition of anonymity. The 
letteralsoasked thatLeberknight 
leave Russia permanently, say
ing the incident "caused damage 
to the national security of Rus
sia," the lntetfax news agency 
reported, citing. Foreign. Miriis-

tripped scrambling into their base
ment to avoid airstrikes. 

The ITAR-Tass news agency 
said a delegation of residents from 
Argun had asked the Russians to 
stop shelling their town because 
they claimed that all Chechen 
fighters had fled and were hiding 
in nearby forests. 

The report said one Russian 
soldier was killed Tuesday night 
in a battle outside Argun, and that 
the Russians killed 25 rebels and 
destroyed an ammunition depot. 

Witnesses said that Russian 
airstrikes Tuesday night also 
killed several civilians in the vil
lage of Goity, south of Grozny. 

People had fled to Goity after 
word spread that Russian forces 
would spare it. A European hu
man rights delegation arrived 
Wednesday in neighboring 
Dagestan to discuss the plight of 
residents affected by the fighting. 

Alvaro Gil-Robles, the Coun
cil ofEurope 'shumanrightscom
missioner, traveled to the moun
tainous Dagestan-Chechnya bor
der region that was the scene of 
heavy fighting in August. 

Moscow says its campaign in 
Chechnya is aimed at Chechen
based militants who invaded vil
lages in Dagestan in August, and 
who are blamed for apartment 
bombings in September that killed 
about 300 people. 

The Kremlin has shrugged off 
international pressure to stop the 
offensive, which is largely popu
lar among Russians weary of 
widespread crime they blame on 
Chechens and other Caucasus 
Mountains minorities. 

try 9ffic!als. ..• . _ •....• 
"Ther~'S nothing unust1al 

here,'' said a Federal Security 
Service. spokesman, al~o on 
condition of anonymity. 

"Aspyissentoutofthecoun
try within 24 hours, thatis WQrld 
practice. "The Federal Security 
Service is the successor to the 
KGB andis known by the Rus
sian acropymFSB. Leberknight 
cannotfacecharges for spyi11g 
in Russ.ia because shtispro-
tectedby diplomatichnll)unity. 

The U.S. Embassy. has re
fused to comment on the case. · 
In Washington, President 
Clinton said Tuesday that the 
United States should ''investi
gate this.likewe do all others, 
but! don 'tthink we should stop 
our efforts to try to drastically 
cut nuclear weapons oreridcor
ruption in Russia or do all the 
other things we 're supporting." 

The detention came after a 
U.S. Navy petty officer was 
arrested in the United States on 
charges of spying for Russia -
raising the possibility that 
Leberknight was detained in 
response. 

,, .. 
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ltalim1 PM visits Libya 
TRIPOLI,Libya(AP)-Italy's 
prime ministeron Wednesday be
came the first Western head of 
government to visit Libya since 
1992 sanctions isolated the na
tion, giving a vote of confidence 
to a country struggling to over
come Western isolation. 

Premier Massimo D' Ale ma was 
received at the Maetiga military 
airport by Mohammed el
Mangoush, secretary of the Gen
eral Committee, Libya's equiva
lent to a prime minister. "Italy is a 
bridge between Libya and Eu
rope ... and at the same time we 
look at Libya as a connection be
tween Europe and Africa and the 
Arab world," D'Alema told re
porters in a brief statement. 

His two-day visit is a show of 
support for Libya as it takes its 
first steps toward recovering from 
two decades of Western 
ostracization and U.N. sanctions. 

The sanctions, which included 
a flight ban on Libya, were im
posed after Libya refused to hand 
over two suspects in the 1988 

Pope visit 
to Iraq soon 
(Reuters)-Pope John Paul's top 

diplomat said on Wednesday he 
hoped the date for the Pontiff's 
mooted trip to Iraq could be set 
soon but that the Vatican was still 
waiting fora definitive green light 
from Baghdad. 

Cardinal Angelo Sodano, the 
Vatican's secretary of state, told 
reporters· the Pope yearned to 
make a purely religious trip to Ur, 
birthplace of Biblical patriarch 
Abraham in southern Iraq, as part 
of his millennium activities. 

But there have been diplomatic 
difficulties between the Baghdad 
government of President Saddam 
Hussein and the Vatican on the 
planning and content of the trip, 
the first by a Pope to the country. 

"I think there can be misunder
standings in international relations 
just as there are in inter-personal 
relations," he told reporters after 
giving a speech on diplomacy at 
Italy's embassy to the Vatican. 

"The Holy Sec is working to 
dissipate the clouds. It is clear 
that the trip of the Pope in the 
footsteps of Abraham, father of 
all believers, is eminently reli
gious in character," he said. 
Abraham is revered by Christians, 
Jews and Moslems alike. 

"We really don't know what 
reasons are behind the perplexi
ties of the Iraqi government to 
give a definitive green light (for 
the trip) but! nurture the hope that 
the date of this trip can be decided 
as soon as possible," he said. 

The trip, which has never been 
officially announced by the 
Vatican, was originally expected 
to take place this week. 

But the Vatican and Iraq could 
not agree on the nature of the trip. 
The Vatican was irked by an open 
letterto the Pope by Iraqi intellec
tuals mn by the official Iraqi news 
agency. 

bombing of a Pan Am airliner 
over Lockerbie, Scotland, that 
killed 270 people. 

The sanctions were suspended 
in April, following a handover 
earlier this year. No schedule for 
D'Alema's visit has been re
leased, but he was expected to 
meet with Libyan leader 
Moammar Gadhafi. 

The two men were expected to 
discuss finalizing details of a$5.5 
billion oil and gas project involv
ing the Italian oil company, ENI. 
Despite past tensions stemming 
from Italy's 1911-41 colonial rule 
of Libya, the two countries have 
strong trade ties. 

One-fourth ofitaly 's petroleum 
needs are met by Libya, the cheap
est source available because of its 
proximity. 

Italy is Libya's largest trading 
partner, buying 43 percent of 
Libya's exports, mostly oil and 
gas. In l 998,Italyimported$3.24 
billion worth products from Libya 
while Libya bought $1.0 I billion 
in goods. 

ltc:lian Premier Massimo D'Alerrya (right) reviews the honour guard upon his arrival to Tripoli's Maetiga Military 
A!Tport, Wednesday. D'Alema 1s the first western leader to visit Libya in 15 years. AP 

WITH SINCERE 
APPRECIA1,ION AND 
PROFOUND GRATffiJDE .... 

I 
ExTENDED TO OUR RELATIVES, FRIENDS, AND ACQUAINTANCES FROM 

SAIPAN, TINIAN, ROTA, GUAM AND CALIFORNIA FOR ALL THE KIND WORDS 

OF SYMPATHY AND GENEROUS SUPPORT, LOVE AND PERSONAL ASSISTANCE 

DURING THE DIFFICULT TIME OF SORROW IN THE PASSING OF MY LOVING 

HUSBAND AND FATHER. 

WE APPRECIATE YOUR PRESENCE AND PRAYERS DURING THE DAILY MASS 

ESPECIALLY AT THE FUNERAL SERVICES AND NIGHTLY ROSARY. 

WE ARE FULLY BLESSED AND GRATEFUL TO BE RECIPIENTS OF YOUR 

COMPASSIONS GENEROSITY. WITHOUT YOUR KINDNESS AND LOVE, THE 

LOSS OF MY BELOVED HUSBAND AND FATHER WOULD HAVE BEEN MUCH 

MORE UNBEARABLE FOR ME AND MY CHILDREN. 

' 

WE WILL ALWAYS HAVE A SPECIAL PLACE IN OUR HEARTS FOR ALL OF YOU. 

'Un :h+J,u Na ,Si, '1/u'U& Ma'<Ue Palla o#aHUf,0- 1<J&u. 
ANGELINE FLORES SABLAN, CHILDREN AND FAMILY 



~i.l~~~~~;ila.'\V)U~~t,~~~(t 
is·······•·critical.•·.··.· .. ()£.Arafat.• .. ·gets .·sjQ~: 
JERUSALEM, (Reuters) -
A Palestinian lawmaker said 
he was shot and wounded in 
the West Bank city ofNablus 
on Wednesday for signing a 
leaflet accusing President 
Yasser Arafat of encourag
ing corruption in his self-rule 
Authority. 

Mouawiyah al-Masri said 
three gunmen attacked him 
infrorrt of his house after he 
returned from a meeting of 
the Palestinian Legislative 
Council {PLC) at which he 
and eight other lawmakers 

refused to denounce the leaf- · 
lenhey signed. 

Masri said he was wounded 
by one bullet in hisright leg 
by assailants he could not iden
tify. 

"I was attacked because 
of the. statement that was 
signed by 20p.eople a11dthis 
attack affirmsthat .what was 
mentioned in. the/statement 
was ... tr11e/' Magi .• to.Id 
Reute. rs from hospitaljn 
Nabl~s. . .. ··... < i > 

Masri.· •. is kno'N.nas. close.to. 
the Islamicmovement.On Sat-

.,., ., . 

urday,· r1·J.>alfstinh1p aca .. 
demicsandprofossionalsaild 
the .nine lawtnakersissued fl 
leaflet saying A.rafaf s Pal, 
estinian Authority had de
ceive.ct the.publicanditspoli~··.· 
cies were lea1ing citizens. to 
poHtical,•·ecoryomic a11d .so.-
ciaJ. destf\l ction. > > 

"Let usjoi n hands to cpti-
fro11tthis•• tyraryny~~<I SQI"f. 
111ption/' th~}y~fl~f}a.i~. fft 
aSS}lile.<l.}!1e)Aµth$)Jitt !QU 
c.<>;11promising.•.i11• .. ·.!.!l.~g.j)J···its ... 
fi11al peaceneg9t\11~i9p* \Yil~ 
IsraeL · · · · · ···· · · · .... 

GJeath and [;funeral [A,nnouncement 
In Loving Memory of 

Maria-nee Basa 
Santos Sutherland 

was called to her eternal rest on 
November 12th at the age 52. 

Parents: Ramon Agulto Santos and Magdalena Basa Conception Santos, Brother: Ramon (deceased), 

She is survived by her husband, Kenneth Sutherland; sons, Melvin and Jason; 
daughter, Maggie; daughter-in-law, Jamie; brother, Nicolas Santos; sisters, Evelyn Benavente and 
Francisca Santos; brother-in-law, Ignacio Benavente and sisters-in-law Hilaria Santos and Bernie 

Santos, along with many other family members. 

Her remains will arrive from Florida on December 3rd. Final respects before Funeral Mass and Christian 
Burial will be at St. Jude's Church at 9:30 am on December 4, 1999. 

Your thoughts & prayers is greatly appreciated 
fROM THE FAMILY 

SECOND ANNIVERSARY ROSARY 
We, the family of the late 

DIONICIO 
MIYASAKI BABAUTA t' 

Invites all our relatives and friends to join us for the 
Second Anniversary Rosary of our beloved Father & Grandfather. 

Nightly rosary will be held at his residence at San Roque, beginning 
Saturday, November 27, 1999 at 7:00 p.m. ending on 

December 4, 1999, Saturday. 

On the final day, Saturday, December 4, 1999. Rosary will be at 4:00 p.m. 
follow at 4:30 p.m. Mass will be offered at San Roque Church. 

Dinner will follow at his residence. 

MIDDLE EAST 

Armed Palestinians wave their assault rifles during a demonstration in 
support of Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat in Ramal/ah Wednesday. 
AP 

Iranians demand 
reformist's release 
TEHRAN, Iran (AP)- Dozens 
of people gathered Wednesday 
outside the home of a senior cleric 
to demand the release of a leading 
reformist who was jailed for ad
vocating democracy, residents 
said. 

Abdallah Nouri, a former inte
rior minister and close ally of 
Iran's moderate president, was 
sentenced Saturday by a clerical 
court controlled by hard-liners to 
five years in prison on charges 
including religious dissent. 

The sources said the protesters 
gathered outside the home of 
Ayatollah J alalledin Taheri, a se
nior cleric and Nouri's mentor, to 
vent their anger and frustration. 

Taheri calmed the small crowd 
in Isfahan, Nouri's hometown, 

said residents who insisted on 
anonymity for fear of retaliation. 

Nouri held some of the topstate 
positions in the Islamic republic, 
but in prison he is treated like an 
ordinary prisoner, a newspaper 
reported Wednesday. 

Nouri shares a61/2-foot by JO
foot cell with three other prison
ers, all clerics, his lawyer-told the 
pro-reformist Asr-e-Azadegan 
daily. 

"I took him a pair of sneakers 
he had requested for walking 
around in the prison yard," law
yer Mohsen Rahami was quoted 
as saying. 

"He is allowed one five-minute 
telephone call to his family every 
day, and he has to line up for that 
just like all the other prisoners." 

DEATH & FUNERAL ANNOUNCEMENT 

TELION 
CHUTARO· 

(fum1etly from M.ijuro. 
Mar.;ha!I Islands) 

Dom Fcbruarv I, 1914 
Pmi:<l away: Nov~mbi!r 25, l lJIJ9 

Tclion is survived by her: 
Children & Grandchildren: 
Rine Higa ( of Majuro, Marshall Is/ands)· Robbie Chutaro, Erine Laukon, Rostiila 
Shamory, Isaac, Robin, Lynn, sharon, Masako, Boat, and 
Donny Higa 
Tokic Chutaro Mojica and Wolf Mojica (of Saipan)· Robert Mojica,Adclcyah Mojica 

Stepcltildren (Marshall Islands) 
Shigeru, Neita, Chuji, Tatako and Noboru Chutaro. 

She is additionally survivr.d by numerous grand children, 
great grand childrc~. nieces and nephews 

Last respects may be paid beginning at 12:00 p.m. 011 Saturday, December 
4, 1999, at the Saipan Community Church in Susupc. 

There will be a memorial service at 2:00 p.m. followed by burial at !he 
Capitol Hill Cemetery on Wireless Road. 

Dinner will be served immediately after at YWAM Farm. 

== 
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Nissan to cut 1,000 US jobs Judge ... 
Continued from page 3 

to that found here, e_ven if none is 
actually intended."· 

Taking into account the fact 
thaf Arriola is a newly admitted 
member of the CNMI Bar, the 
judge said, the court wi II accept 
his assertions that the misuse of 
the subpoena power was inad
vertent and will only impose com
pensatory sanctions. . 

TOKYO (AP) - Nissan Motor 
Co. said Wednesday it will com
bine its U.S. manufacturing, finance 
and administrative operations to 
cut 10 percent of its workforce by 
March 2001. 

Nissan will combine its Los 
Angeles-based Nissan North 
America Inc. headquarters with 
Tennessee-based Nissan Motor 
Manufacturing Corp. USA and the 
Nissan Motor Acceptance Corp. 

RP pushes ... 
Continued from page 3 

lutionaries, who killed 65 of the 
7 4 soldiers belonging to the Com
pany C of the Ninth U.S. Infrantry. 

The massacre prompted the in
famous order of U.S. Brigadier 
Gen. Jacob Smith to "tum Samar 
into a howling wilderness." 

Smith ordered his soldiers to 

Hill ... 
Continued from page 4 

cording to Hill. One phone call to 
create changes in her life. 

"I believe it was the last day of 
August. I was in the living room, 
watching the Ms. Teen USA pag
eant and then the phone rang and 
I was informed that I will be rep
resenting the CNMI in one of the 
most prestigious pageants in the 
world," Hill said, as she recalled 
that fateful day. 

1 999 Ms. NMI International 
Michelle Sablan was supposed to 
represent the Commonwealth in 
the said contest but due to certain 
technicalities, Hill as first runner
up to the Ms. NMI pageant, was 
tasked to be Sablan' s replacement 

Hill is very appreciative of the 
overwhelming support she is be
ing given by her family, friends, 
and the community at large, she 
said. 

"I cannot even begin to tell you 
all the people who have helped 
me out in preparation because it 
takes a lot of people to accom
plish this. 

"And I am so grateful that there 
will be a lot of support. I am 
estimating about 20 people from 
CNMI who will be flying to Japan 
at a later date to support me," she 
said. 

"My mom and her side of the 
family, they're all there to root for 
me," Hill added. 

"There are so many people to 
thank. They have been very in
strumental in all my preparation 
efforts. I woul:l. like to thank the 
NMBPA, myfamily,God, and all 
my close friends, they know who 
they are ... for just giving me words 
of encouragement, inspiration and 
motivation when I really needed 
it, 

"I want to let the people of the 
CNMI know that I am going there 
to do my very best. 

"I am very honored to be the 
ambassador of the CNMl for this 
competition. And I want every
one to know that I have done so 
much to prepare. I feel like I've 
had to work twice as hard. I am 
very grateful that I have been given 
this opportunity and I am going 

auto Joan unit by April 1, said 
spokeswoman Kaori Tsuji. 

About 1,000U.S.jobswill be cut 
through attrition and layoffs, mainly 
in the company's personnel, legal 
and finance departments, she said. 

Japan's second-largest 
automaker said in October that it 
will slash 21,000 jobs worldwide 
over the next three years as part of 
its plan to restore the company to 
profitability in the year through 

kill every male on Samar capable 
of bearing arms-IO years of age 
and above. 

"I want no prisoners," Smith 
told his soldiers. "I want you to 
kill and burn. The more you kill 
and burn the better you will please 
me." 

In 1904, the bells were carted 
off to the U.S. 

The Philippines won its war of 

there to do my best, my very best," 
she said. 

Hill escorted by her father, is 
set to fly to Japan in a few days. 

All Ms. International Pageant 

March 2001. 
The company said last month 

that it expects to post loss of 590 
billion yen ($ 5.7 billion) on its 
worldwide operations in the year 
through March, its seventh loss in 
eight years. 

Most of Nissan's job cuts will 
come in Japan, where the strug
gling automaker plans to shutter 
three auto assembly factories and 
two components plants. 

independence against Spain in 
1898, and established Asia's first 
republic. 

The following year, however, 
the U.S. declared the Philippines 
its colony, resulting in a war that 
ended in 1906. 

The conflict caused the deaths 
of some 600,000 Filipinos, most 
of whom were civilians massa
cred by U.S. soldiers. 

candidates are required be in To
kyo by Monday, December 6 for 
the preliminary competition. 

The actual pageant coronation 
night is set for December 16th. 

not be located by court personnel, 
he caused the subpoenas to be 
issued. 

Bellas said the inventory was 
not actually filed with the court 
by law enforcement agent~ until 
the day after Arriola made his in
quiry. 

As a mitigating factor, Bellas 
said Arriola contends that the issu
ance of the subpoenas was merely 
the product of zealous representa
tion done in good faith and without 
harassing or oppressive intent. 

However, Bellas stressed that 
court has the inherent power to 
"protect anyone from the kind of 
oppressive use of process similar 

Budget ... 
Continued from page 3 

the Senate, saying senators will 
approve it "unless of course there 
are some matters in there that do 
not muster Senate support." 

Nine incumbent House mem
bers - eight of them Republi
cans - did not make it in the 

Bellas in granting the motions 
for sanctions asked Manibusan 
and Lynch to submit a memoran
dum of fees and costs within 10 
days. 

Defendants were given JO days 
to object to the reasonableness of 
the amounts requested. 

Bellas recently issued a deci
sion disqualifying Arriola from 
participating in the same case for 
conflict of interests. 

recently-concluded Nov. 6 mid-
term elections · 

Another incumbent Republi
can, Rep. Bernadita T. Seman, 
whose term ends this year, did not 
run for re-election. 

The House has been working 
on the bill as early as August. 

It failed to reach a quorum dur
ing a session laS! Friday that would 
have enabled it to act on the bud
get bill. 

DEATH d, FUNERAL ANNOUNCEMENT 

PRE-DECEASED BY: 
Wife: 
Son: 
Grandson: 
Parents: 
Parents-in-law: 
Brothers and Sisters: 
Brothers/Sisters-in-law: 

SURyryED BY HIS 
Children: 

t
·~ 
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l 
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BETIERKNOWNAS "1···a· ··t·,ftf 
"GORU POP/GABY" DA ·••• •.• .. / (11 

Born: April 9, 1933 ···.·•·•.·· · .. ··.· · .·.· .... · .. ·.·.·· · · .. · .. ·.· .. 
Died: November 27, 1999 

Victoria Manibusan Sablan 
Thomas C. Sablan 
Antonio S. Sablan (Jun Jun) 

~w.f,i;:·\·, .. <£~.: ".'~· ~-:u.··:=· .~'"~ ~,J.}1~~:"".-:?: ~~'t'·~ .... , .. ' '.·.,···~., ~ . ~--,,, ,.,.~~~,.. •..• b k · "-' ·, ,£-· ~-- ,, r -~n4 ~_,,.,,,.......... , · · . ~ ,,· •• ~ .l . . . ... \-~~ -,..,;,.:,,3- ·: 
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Tomas Palacios Sablan; Rita Santos and Isabel Cabrera Sablan 
Jose , Antonia and Ana Benavente Mani bus an 
Vicente S. Sablan, Soledad S. Basa, Rita S. Mettao and Joaquin C. Sablan 
Francisco C. Basa, Fernando M. Benavente, Francisca Vicenta M. Sablan, Nicolasa M. Cepeda, 
Rita M. Santos, Rufina and Pedro Tudela, Jeronimo and Candelaria Manibusan, Sylvia and 
Antonio Cabrera, Vicente and Maria Manibusan, ,Josepha and Santiago Camacho 

Rita S. and Juan Diego Celis 
Edward and Lucy S. Sablan 
Ramon and Lucy l. Sablan 
Antonio and Mohana Sablan 
Antonia S. and Serafin Tudela 
Donald and Mary Sablan 

Gregorio Jr. and Vicky Sablan 
Roy and Esther Sablan 
Rita Ann S. Magofna 
Gerald, Richard and Marvin Sablan 
Sharlyn, Shelley and George Sablan 

Grandchildren, Great Grandchildren, Uncles, Aunties, Cousins, Nephews and Nieces 
Brothers, Sisters & In-law: Maria M. Sablan Margarita and Jose T. Castro 

Faustina S. Benavente Bernadita and Isidro T. Cabrera 
Ana S. and Henry T. Indalecio Grace C. Sablan 
Jesus S. and Rita G. Sablan Vicente I. Cepeda 
Juana S. and Daniel T. Muna Juan and Daisy Santos 
Natividad C. Sablan Abraham and Bernadita Manibusan 
Matilde S. and Martin M. Taisacan Luis and Violeta Manibusan 
Manuel and Consolacion C. Sablan Casiano and Elsie Matsunaga 
Raphael M. Mettao Francisco and Nelda Manibusan 
Maria and Juan L. Ada Maria and Moses Seba tang 
Maria and Alfredo Gonzales Inocencia and Francisco Palacios 
Thomas C. Sablan Dolores Manibusan 
Isabel and Melchor U. Maratita Lydia and Sen. Paul Manglona 
Pedro and Ignacia M. Sablan 

Nightly rosary is being said at San Antonio Church at 7:00 p.m. The body will leave CHC 
. at 8:00 a.m., Saturday December 4, 1999 for viewing at San Antonio Church. 

Mass will be said at 2:00 p.m. followed by Christian burial at Chalan Kanoa Cemetery. 

Si. '1/u'ud- Ma'~ Qute# !) uj.amdia, 
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Metaphysical llletaphors 
MET APHYSlCAL metaphors 
are those which may have cosmic 
or existential significance. in some 
interpretation. Thus there is a 
sense in which all metaphors are 
metaphysical. 

What I have in mind are those 
short fables. parables. or allego
ries which may seem significant 
to you at some stage in your I ife · s 
journey. You encounter a story 

which expresses some aspect of 
what you may have been thinking 
about unconsciously; some aspect 
of the way your perceive. yourself 
and the world and the trials, tribu
lations.joys and sorrows confront
ing you. Ah, you may say, this is 
just how itis, what a good thought! 

An example of such a story is 
Kafka's "Little Fable" which I 
quote from Hanna Pitkin 's, "The 

Attack of the Blob": 
"Alas," said the mouse, "the 

world is growing smaller every 
day. At the beginning it was so 
big that I was afraid, I kept run
ning and running, and I was glad 
when at last I saw walls far away 
to the right and left, butthese long 
walls have narrowed so quickly 
that I am in the last chamber al
ready, and there in the comer 

VINYL SIGNS: Forindoor/outdoorwith col
ors, style and quality, on wood, glass, metal, 
plastic cloth and walls, designed in computer 
graphics, artistically drafted, composed with 
a lot of talent and knowledge, is now avail
able at Younis Art Studio, Inc. 

VINYL BANNERS: On cloth and plastic 
materials, from 1-5 feet wide and length from 
3 feet to 50 or 75 feet and more, with any 
color, letters size and style and rich graph
ics. 

Also hand painted signs and banners, artis
tically designed and colored on any mate
rial surface of all sizes. 

DIGITAL PRINT: Signs for inside markets/ 
stores/shops in full colors with print of the 
goods/merchandise on plastic sheets/ 
boards or on transparencies on special pa
per or cloth for ceiling hang for display or 
above shelves, counters and merchandise 
stands, can easily be produced by the tal
ented and capable sign makers at YAS Sign 
System. 

Full color digital print for back light in shops 
window or special display in the outdoor, 
such as food items, drinks cosmetics, per
fumes, jewelry and many more. 

Vinyl signs are durable, colorful and guar
anteed to last for five to seven years in all 
weather conditions and stands heat tem
perature 40-180 degrees Fahrenheit. 

For all signs need, please visit or call 

at B Younis Art Studio, Inc., ~n Garapan. 
Telephone Nos. 234-6341 ¥ 234-7578 ¥ 

234 .. g7g7 ¥ 234 .. 9272 or Fax No. 234 .. 9271. 

stands the trap that I must run 
into." 

"You need only to change your 
direction," said the cat, and ate it 
up." 

In a similar vain, I have noted 
another metaphor which may be 
developed into a cogent statement 
indicative of the way we con
structour perceptions of the world. 

The basic idea comes from 
Soren Kierkegaard's, "Either/Or": 

"What is a poet? A poet is an 
unhappy being whose heart is tom 
by secret sufferings, but whose 
lips are so strangely formed that 
when the sighs and the cries es
cape them, they sound like beau
tiful music. His fate is like that of 
the unfortunate victims whom the 
tyrant Phalaris imprisoned in a 
brazen bull and slowly tortured 
over a steady fire; their cries could 
not reach the tyrant's ears so as to 
strike terror into his heart; when 
they reached his ears they sounded 
like sweet music ... " 

Now I hold that we may not 
only be in the position of the poor 
lamenting poet, or the Phalaris, 
the tyrant of Agrigentum who 
commissioned the gruesome form 
of punishment, but more like 
Perillos, who created the Brazen 
Bull for Phalaris. For, according 
to Brewer's Dictionary of Phrase 
and Fable, Perillos was the first 
one used to test the method. Thus, 
Periollos was done in by his own 
invention. 

The moral of this story is that 
we may create our own traps, both 
individually and collectively. You 
may shrink the bull down to the 
size of your body, or your room, 
or expand it to encompass the 
entire planet, fired by the sun. 
Then watch as so many seem to 
rush and push, shout and hurry, as 
if they are inside the belly of the 
red hot bull, running from the 
burning metal in the vain attempt 
to find a cool resting place. We 
become victims of the social struc
tures of which we partake and 
somehow help to create. 

How can this be? With all our 
technological power we seem 
powerless before the giant cat, or 
trapped within the walls of the 
human echo chamber. This giant, 
these walls, arc our perceptions 
of the ru !es, norms, roles. demands 
made upon us by society. Our 
complicity is necessary in order 
to make the system work, and if 
we perceive ourselves as helpless 
in the face of such immense struc
tures, then all the better. But all 
the better for whom? 

The idea that we create our own 
traps, quandar-ies, perplexities, 
life-and-death dramas, is nothing 
new. Such concepts as "self-ful
filling prophecy", "self-sabo
tage", and "regression fantasy" 
are testimony to the consequences 

of the conflicts which arise be
tween the tensions of conformity 
and individuality. We lock in 
what we lock out, and identify 
with whatever"blob" we may find 
convenient to blame for our re
jected shadow's foibles. 

I once penned the line that the 
bars of self-created prisons are 
made of irony. This proverb is on 
the level of the saying that people 
are the greatest crime against hu
manity. In Brewer's Dictionary 
of Phrase and Fable, there is a 
separate entry devoted to those 
creators who have been done in 
by their own creation. 

Thus Huges Aubriot was said 
to have built the Bastile, and was· 
the first person to be confined in 
it. Mathew Hopkins, who devel
oped tests to identify witches, was 
himself put to death for failing his 
own tests. The Bishop of Verdun, 
who invented the infamous "Iron 
Cage" was the first to be shut up 
in one. 

Recently, we learn that the 
former leader of Pakistan will be 
tried in a special "terrorist court" 
which he himself created. The 
list goes on. 

All such structures and night
mares, in the face of which we 
appear powerless and frustrated, 
on both the individual and social 
levels, are only metaphors. That 
is, human creations. Brazen Bulls 
of Human imaginings. And what 
we create, we may uncreate- do a 
bojangles. This is the way to 
freedom, choice, and meaningful 
action. There is a change of iden
tity as you form a solidarity with 
all those who work to lessen the 
amount of human cruelty on the 
planet, and increase the amount 
ot: human flourishing. 

Puzzles 
I. We arrange five numbers, A, 

B, C, D, E, in order of increasing 
magnitude. Each differs from the 
one before it by I, and B/ A - C/B 
= DIC - EJD. Find the numbers. 

2. Two trains, one 350 feet long 
and the other 450 long run on 
parallel tracks. If they are going 
in opposite directions, the trains 
completely pass each other in 8 
seconds. If they are going in the 
same direction, the faster train 
passes the slower one in 16 sec
onds. How fast are the trains 
going? 

3. A number with an infinite 
decimal expansion consists of all 
O's and 1 's according to the fol
lowing pattern: 
.01001000100001....What is the 
ten-thousandth digit? 

Answers To Last Week's 
Puzzles 

I .Jesse has five andJuliaseven. 
2. The eight of hearts. 
3. 888 + 88 + 8 + 8 + 8 = 1000. 

l------ ---------·-·-·· 

FIVE (5) BEDROOMS, 
TWO BATHROOMS WITH 

GARAGE AND 
FOUR (4) BEDROOMS, 

TWO BATHROOMS WITH 
GARAGE, LARGE YARD CLOSE 

TO THE OCEAN AT LOWER ASTEO 
ARE AVAILABLE FOR RENT. 

PLEASE LEAVE YOUR NAME AND 
TELEPHONE NUMBER AT 
TELEPHONE NO. 235-1839 

1-BEDROOM 
Completely Furnished 

with Aircon 
$260.00 & $360.00 

plus utilities 
One Month Security Deposit Required 
Laundromat on Site, 24 Hrs. Water 
Please Call: Ana at 235-1629 

Please call: 
234-6329/6331 ask for Raffy 
MISC_ ITEMS FOR SALE 

APARTMENT FOR RENT: 
1 Bedroom for rent· 

@ 
$350.00/month 

Pis. contact at tel. # 234-1233 or 
288-2222 

$3,000.00 • Some Rust• Engine 
Still Good Cond. and Reliable. 

Call: Ben at 235-4209 
Bet. I OAM to 5PM 

Apartment - 15 Units 
Store - 3 Units 
Down payment - $3_0,000.00 
Monthly - $2,750.00 

Localion:Koblerville Call:288·9430 (Evening) 287-9430 

Wood Working Business 
FOR SALE 
Established Cabinet Shop, Excellent 

Reputation, Same Location Since 1986. 
All equipment & inventory $45,000/ofler 

Phone/Fax 322-3221 

IR or LOCAL 
Across Town House beside Pinoy Express 

· Al'l'IY IHJ'ERSDN. -NO-l'HONHAI.LS-1'1.EASE-
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APARTMENT FOR RENT 
Quiet Two (2) Bedrooms • Three (3) Bedrooms• Swimming Pool Tennis Court 

11~~;,m~il:l 
235-5686 (8:30 AM to 5:30-PM Wedula ) 235-9620, l.J4.5849i6:IIII PM Jo 9:00 P:11, Emyday including Sal. & Sun.I 

SALARY: $3_75 PER HOUR 
US/LOCAL/IR HIRE ONLY 

Apptyat ISLAND SECURnY SERVICE, INC_ 
PHONE: #322-7490 

WANTED IMMEDIATELY 
WE ARE LOOKING FOR 

One (1) Accountant· CPA/Admin. 
AT LEAST WITH (4) YEARS WORK EXPERIENCE AND COMPUTER 

LITERATE (EXCEL, WORD, PEACHTREE ACCOUNTING) 

Local/1.R./Transfer/Non-Alien Is welcome 
Please fax your resume at (670) 322-7378 or contact 

LEE DELOS SANTOS atTel. (670) 322-2847 to apply & inteNiew. 

Good cook, cleaner and warm personality 
mid 30's to 45 yrs only, at least 

12 months experience 
Call: 234-7313, ask for Vickie 

Computer TUbrlal Services 
rr Windows 95 & 98 
rr Peachtree Accounting 
rr Quick Book Accounting 
rr Internet Browsing 
rr Repair & Maintenance 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL: 288-3293 PAGER: 236-2392 

. FOR RENT 
(2) Booroom, (1) Booroom Ap,,rtmen\ 

Ful~ Fum~hed. laund,y Room, Socurly Gate w/ 
Intercom, 24 hrs. hot water, H~h quality and cheap 

price. Located in Kobteriille. • 
~em Ap,,rtment 

Contact person: Mr. Wu 288-8484 or page 234-4228 

YARD SALE 
Saturday, Dec_ 04 

Starts at 8:00 a_m_ 
Across PIC in San Antonio 

BDC ... 
Continued fro111 page__fl 

CPR for individuals who are al
ready into business but were hav
ing difficulty. 

The alliance program. mean
while is targeting successful busi
nessmen who want to take their 
business on a higher level. 

Plinske said the business plan, 
on the other hand, is designed to 
help and guide people who are still 

Move ... 
Continued from page 9 

CUC Legal Counsel William]. 
Ohle said the other day CUC is 
making "progress" on the long
awaited 80 megawatt power plant 
project in as Burns & McDonnel 
assured the release of a draft re
port on the new financial evalua
tion of CUC by mid-December, 
as earlier agreed upon. 

The draft report is an integral 
consideration for the Board be-

fo;:~ fi;1f(l_,Y,d~~~J~i.~~-?~"':'.~~d)_1;,~ 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
COMMONWEALTII OF TIIE NORTIIERN 

MARIANA ISLANDS 

In the Matter of Petition for Adoption 
of: 
AUSTIN JESUS TECHUR 
BARCINAS, 
minor, 
By: JESUS S. BARCINAS and 
YONEKO SAKAIRI BARCINAS, 
Petitioners. 
FCD AD CASE NO. 99-0420 

Amended 
NOTICE OF HEARING 

Notice is hereby given that on 
December9, 1999at9:00AMin the court
house of the Guma Husticia in Susupe, 
Saipan, Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands, the petitioners will 
petition the Court to adopt the above
named minor. 

Dated this I 0th day ofN ovember, 1999. 

ls/REYNALDO 0. YANA 
Attorney for Petitioners 

Good Running Condition. 
Please call: ELM ER at 288-1813 

planning to start a new business. 
Consultant Dirk Sharer said 

BDC is also set to conduct a train
ing seminar for the members of 
the Rota cooperative to further 
upgrade their skills on record 
keeping and accounting, 

The cooperative whi~h has an 
approximate 25 members is being 
incubated for efficient produce of 
taro, peppers, papaya and otherfarm 
products for off-island markets. 

However, one employee also 
said they could not help but pound 
on their future with the BDC. 

the contract to any of the firms 
vying for the $120 million project 
early next year. 

Among others, the$45,000-bud
geted evaluation will determine 
CUC's financial ability to move 
on with the $120 million power 
plant project, and to determine the 
current and future power supply 
needs on Saipan. 

The $120 million power plant is 
so far the largest project to be 
undertaken by the CNMI. 

Legislators have been criticiz
ing CUC for its seeming inaction 
on the mtLc:h:-hyped project. ..... ___ . 

IN TIIE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH OFTIIE 

NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

THIPLEJ. MOTORS, 
Plaintiff, 

·V· 

K.AZUE INrERNATIONAL. 
Defendant. 

SMALI.. CLAIM NO. 9'1-363 

SUMMONS FOR Pl/BLICATION 

TO TI IE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANT: 

YOU ARE !IEREBY SUMMONED and 
notified to file any answer you wish to make to 
the Complaint, a copy of which is served upon 
you hereby, within twenty-one (21) days after 
the fourth publication of this Summons, and to 
deliver or mail a copy of your answer to White, 
Pierce, Mailman & Nutting, the Plaintiff's Al
lorneys, whose address is P.O. Box 5222, 
Saipan, MP 96950, as soon as practicable after 
filing your answer or sending it to the Clerk of 
Courts for filing. 

Your answer should be in wri1ing and filed 
with the Clerk of this Court at Susupe, Saipan. 
It may be prepared and signed for you by your 
counsel and sent 10 the Clerk of this Coun by 
messenger or mail. It is llOJ. necessary for you 
to appear personally unti1 funhernmice. If you 
fail to answer in accordance with this Summons, 
judgment by defnuh may be takeit against you 
for the relief demanded in the Complaint 

By order of the above coun: 

isl Deputy Clerk of Coun 

DATED, this 19 day of Nov. 1999. 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH OF THE 

NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

NORTilERN MARIANAS HOUSING 
CORPORATION, 

Plaintiff, 
·V· 

MARIA LG. GUZMAN and EDDIE C. GUZMAN, 
Defendants. 

Cl VIL ACTION NO. 99-6900 

SUMMONS FOR PlJBJ !CATION 

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED 
DEFENDANTS: 

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and noli· 
ficd to tile any answer you wish to make to the 
Complaint, a copy of which is served upon you 
hereby, within twenty-one (21) days after the 
founh publication of this Summons, and to de~ 
liver or mail a copy of your answer to White. 
Pierce. Mailman & Nutting, the Plaintiff's At
torneys, whose address is P.O. Box 5222, 
Saipan. MP 96950, as soon as practicable after 
filing your answer or sending it to 1he Clerk of 
Couns for filing. 

Your answer should be in writing and filed with 
the Clerk of this Coun at Susupe, Saipan. It 
may be prepared and signed for you by your 
counsel and sent 10 the Clerk of this Coun by 
messenger or mail. It is 1121 necessary for you 
to appear personally until runhernotice. If you 
fail to answer in accordance with lhis Swumons, 
judgment by default may be taken againsl you 
for the relief demanded in the Complaint. 

By order of the above court: 

is/ Deputy Clerk of Coun 

DATED, this 19 day of November. 1999. 

APARTMENT FOR RENT 

SEMl•FUMISBED 
2 Bedroom, in.side Chai._. Kanoa, 

24 hrs. aatrr, Laundry/]larket in lh, Jotnlity 

Please rontart :?J.t,32?5 btlneen: JOac to ;;pc 

2 ne,v ... 
Continued from page 3 

schools to the list would bring the 
total number of high schools on 
island to three. 

'That's including MHS ... one 
we can build at Koblerville be
cause we have everything there 
and it could be started immedi
ately. 

'.'With the second one, we can 
take a little more leisure time to 
decide if it would be built in 
Kagman, Marpi, or wherever the 
people wish to have it built," he 
said. 

"As ls Where Is" 

Isom Boom Truck 4 Ton Cap. 

Isom Dump True~ 14 Ton Cap. 

Isuzu Dump Truck 2 Ton Cap. 

Canter Dump Truck 2 Ton Cap. 

Canter M~er Truck 2 CY Cap. 

Nissan Tractor low Boy 

Truck Excavator IHI 

. CALL:. 
288-7999 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 
FOR THE COMMONWEALTH OF 

THE NORTHERN MARIANA 
ISLANDS 

MARIAQUICHOCHO CRUZ 
Plaintiff, 
VS. 
SI HYOUN JO, 
Dendant. 

CIVlLACTION NO. 9!1-0656A 

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION 

FROM: The Superior Court ol the 
Commonweq]th al the Northern Mariana Islands 

TO: The above-named Defendants 

You are hereby summoned lo appear within twenty 
(20) days after final publication of this Summons 
and completion at posting, and detend in the 
above-captioned a<:tion in !he above enlittoo Court, 
and answer the Complaint al plaintiff, Maria 
Quichocho Cruz. You shall serve a copy of your 
answer upon the PlainUll's attorney: The Law QI
fices ol Robert C. Naraja, PC, P.O. Box 1960, 
Saipan, MP 96950. II you s!ill fail to do so, judg
ment by delauft will be renderoo against you ac
cording to the reliels demanded in the Complain! 
which has been filed with the Clerk or said Court. 

/s/ JOVITA C. FLORES 
Clerk of Court 

Must be able to cook & have 
good cleaning experience. 

Contact: Mr. Camacho at 322-901 O 
(12:00 p.m. ~ 2:00 p.m.) 

• 2-Bdrm near Coral Ocean Poinl and 
Koblerville Elemenlary School 

• Fenced lxalion, aircon in each bdrm, 
refrigerator, slave, waler healer 

• Water, trash collection ar.::f sewer paid 
· Eleclricily not included. 
235-4341 after 5:30 .m. 

Only a few objected to 
Pellegrino 's novel suggestion. 
Most comments made by parents 
and individuals were centered on 
fast-trackihg the project for pur
poses of necessity. 

Close to 50 parents and indi
viduals showed up at the public 
hearing. 

BOE members were very 
pleased at the turnout which was 
a vast improvement compared to 
the past two hearings. 

But despite the direction the 
recent hearing has taken, the board 
has yet to make a final decision on 
the issue come December 9 at the 
BOE meeiing. 

• t O • 

. DRIVeSAFELY . 



Classified Ads Section 
Employment Wanted 

liilAai 
Job·Vacancy · 

Announcement 

PUBUC NOTICE 
All Interested resident workers are 

urged lo register al the 
Dept. of Labor & Immigration, 

Division of Employment Services for 
the Job/s being advertised tn which 

you are qualHled and available. 
For further assistance, 

plaaS8 call Alfred A. Pangelinan al 
Tel. 664-2078. 

02 WAITRESS-Salary: $3.05 per hour 
Contact: CITY CORPORATION dba 
CNMI Jook Restaurant Tel. 287-2878 

01 COOK HELPER-Salary:$3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: BOBBIE'S AMUSEMENT CO., 
INC. Tel. 235-2624 

05 CORRUGATED MACHINE COM
BINING OPERATOR-Salary: $3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: UNITED PACIFIC INVEST
MENT, INC. Tel. 234-3311 (12/3)F33569 

01 DISCK JOCKEY-Salary: $3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: MAKI CORPORATION dba 
Lite House Bar & Grill Tel. 235-1964(12/ 
3JF33573 

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary: $10.50 per 
hour 
Contact: SAIPAN STEVEDORE COM
PANY, INC. Tel. 322-6469(12/3)F81743 

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary: $634.40 per 
month 
Contact: PRINCESS CORPORATION 
Tel. 234-5759(12/3)F33562 

01 COMPTER OPERATOR-Salary: 
$3.50 per hour 
01 (ELECTRICAL) REPAIRER, MAIN
TENANCE-Salary: $4.30 per hour 
01 CARPENTER-Salary: $3.05 per hour 
Contact: BASIC CONST. SUPPLY 
CORP. Tel. 234-8779(12/3)F81739 

01 CONSTRUCTION LABORER-Sal
ary: $3.05 per hour 
01 WAITRESS-Salary: $3.50 per hour 
Contact: ROLAND G. JASTILLANAdba 
Golden Lobster Restaurant Tel. 234-
8779(12/3)F81740 

02 CLEANER (HOUSEKEEPING)-Sal
ary: $3.05 per hour 
Contact: JAC, INC. dba Tropical Clean
ing.Services Tel. 235-2679(1213)F33561 

02 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER, 
BUILDING-Salary: S3.05 per hour 
Contact: KAN NAT GARDENS, INC. Tel. 
234-5684(12/3)F81726 

01 TAXPREPARER-Salary:$16.11 per 
hour 
Contact: DELOITTE & TOUCHE Tel. 
322-7337(12/3)F81724 

01 N/CWAITRESS (SUP.)-Salary: $3.05 
per hour 
Contact: JAIME G. AGLIPAY dba Cock
tail Bar/Karaoke Tel. 234-1118(12/ 
3)F33564 

10 CUTTER, HAND-Salary: $3.05 per 
hour 
02 WAREHOUSE WORKER-Salary: 
$3.05 pe r hour 
60 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR
Salary: $3.05 per hour 
10 QUALITY CONTROL CHECKER
Salary: $3.05 per hour 
Contact MIRAGE (SAIPAN) co., LTD. 
Tel. 234-3481 (12/10)F33648 

01 MIS OPERATIONS MANAGER-Sal
ary: S5.00 per hcur 
02 ACCOUNTANT-Salary: $3.50 per 
hour 
Contact: PACIFIC SUNNY (SAIPAN) 
INC. dba Sunny Wholesale Tel. 235-
9778(12/10)F33651 

01 BEAUTICIAN-Salary: $650.00 per 
month 
Contact: TEODOSIA V. DAVIS dba 
Arabella's Beauty & Dress Shop Tel. 
235-6841(12/10) F33640 

02 AUTO PAINTER-Salary: $3.05-3.50 
per hour 
03 AUTO MECHANIC-Salary: $3.05-
3.50 per hour 
02 AUTO BODY REPAIRER-Salary: 
$3.05-3.50 per hour 
Contact: JOSE J. NELSON dba 
Joenel's Auto Repair Shop Tel. 235-
4964(12/19)F33644 

01 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR- . 
Salary: $5.00-6.00 per hour 
Contact: GEORGE F. FLEMING dba 
FAS Moving & Storage Co. Tel. 322-
6587( 12/1 O)F33643 

02 COOK-Salary: $3.05 per hour 
02 WAITER-Salary: $3.05 per hour 
Contact: PARK'S CORPORATION dba 
Kung Chun Restaurant Tel. 234-
1249(12/1 O)F33645 

02 QUALITY CONTROL CHECKER
Salary: $3.05 per hour 
10 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR
Salary: $3.05 per hour 
Contact: COMMONWEALTH GAR
MENT MFG., INC. Tel. 234-7550(121 
10)F33647 

01 PUBLIC RELATIONS REPRESEN
TATIVE-Salary: $6.00 pe rhour 
Contact: PACIFIC SUBSEA SAIPAN, 
INC. Tel. 322-7734(12/10)F33649 

02 WAITRESS-Salary: $3.05 per hour 
Contact: CITY CORPORATION dba 
CNMI Jook Restaurant Tel. 287-2878 

01 COOK HELPER-Salary:$3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: BOBBIE'S AMUSEMENT CO., 
INC. Tel. 235-2624 

02 WASHING MACHINE OPERATOR
Satary: $3.05 per hour 
01 WELDER-Salary: S3.05 per hour 
Contact: HIP SHING (SAIPAN) Tel. 
322-8989 

01 BARTENDER-Salary:$3.05-4.00 per 
hour 
Contact: L & W AMUSEMENT CORP. 
dba Len's Tel. 234-8864(12/17)F33719 

01 QUALITY CONTROL CHECKER
Salary:$3_05-4 .50 per hour 
Plus $100.00/mo. housing allowance. 
01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal
ar;:$3.05-4.15 per hour 
Plus $100.00/mo. housing allowance. 
Contact: ISLAND APPAREL, INC. dba 
Island Apparel Tel. 288-3442(12/ 
17)F33718 

01 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: HUAJIAN CORP. dba Hua Jian 
Corp. Tel. 233-1118(12/17)F33723 

04 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: JAIME G. AG LI PAY dba Cock
tail Bar/Karaoke Tel. 234-1118(12/ 
17)F33724 

02 AUTO MECHANtC-Salary:$3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: SAPPHIRE CORPORATION 
dba Diamond Auto Care Center Tel. 
233-0802(12/17)F33729 

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal
ary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: DASAN CORP. dba Downtown 
Market Tel. 233-2254(12/17)F33735 

01 BEAUTICIAN-Salary:$3.05-5.00 per 
hour 
Contact: SUWASO CORPORATION 
dba Coral Ocean Point Resort Club Tel. 
234-7000( 12/17)F82013 

06 MACHINE PRESSER (PRESS OP
ERATOR)-Salary:$3.05-5.50 per hour 
50 SEWING MACHINE OPERATORS
Salary:$3.05-10.00 per hour 
06 CUTIER-Salary:$3.05-6.00 per hour 
Contact: SAM MARIANAS, INC. Tel. 
322-3444(12/17)F33727 

01 KITCHEN HELPER-Salary:$3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: ROLAND G. JASTILLANA dba 
Golden Lobster Restaurant Tel. 234-
7658( 12117) F82010 

01 DRAFTER,ARCHITECTURAL-Sal
ary: $3_05-4.00 per hour 
02 MASSEUSE-Salary: $3.05 per hour 
Contact: DIAMOND HOTEL co., LTD. 
dba Saipan Diamond Hotel Tel. 234-
5900(12/3)F81725 

01 WAITER-Salary: $3.05 pe rhour 
Contact: CONRAD SABLAN/C&V EN
TERPRISES TEL. 234-0831 (12/ 
3)F33552 

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary: $3.05-8.00 
per hour 
Contact: MARIANAS BAPTIST 
CHURCH dba Marianas Baptist Acad
emy Tel. 234-6508(12/3)F33557 

04 BAKER-Salary: $3.05 per hour 
01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal
ary: $3.05 per hour 
Contact: RDA ENTERPRISES INC. dba 
Mary's Bakery, SBAR & Rest. Tel. 234-
6694(12/3)F33555 

01 AIRCON TECHNICIAN-Salary: 
$3.05 per hour 
Contact: GLOBAL TRADERS, INC. Tel. 
234-7415(12/3)F33556 

02 HOUSEKEEPING CLEANER-Sal-· 
ary: $3.05-3.50 per hour 
02 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Salary: 
$3.05 pe rhour 
01 AIRCON TECHNICIAN-Salary: 
$3.50 per hour 
Contact: MODERN INVESTMENT INC. 
dba Saipan Ocenview Hotel Tel. 234-
8900 

01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER, 
BUILDING-Salary: $3.05 per hour 
Contact: ZION CORPORATION dba 
Sign Arts Tel. 235-3366(12/3)F33570 

01 MANAGER-Salary: $4.50 per hour 
Contact: GOLDEN BIRD CORPORA
TION TEL. 235-3335(12/3)F33563 

01 STOCK CONTROL CLERK-Salary: 
$3.05 pe r hour 
Contact: LUEN TAI ENTERPRISES 
INC. Tel. 234-9n0(12/3)F33565 

01 ELECTRICIAN-Salary: $4.00 per 
hour 
Contact: PACIFIC SECURITY ALARM, 
INC. Tel. 234-5626(12/3)F33567 

Established Bar 
Entertainment Center 

along Beach Road, Susupe 
about 4,000+/-sq. ft. 

For more infonnation call: 
Pager 236-66-88 

FOR RENT 
APllRlMENT & COMMERCIAL SPACE 
locatioa :Garnpan near DFS/Hnrd Rock Cafe 

:San Vicente Area 

2 - Bedroom lblly lbrnished 
Split Type A/Con all bedroom 

including dining, living 6 kitchen 
Laundry facilities, Spacions parking 

·Must See To Appreciatr' 
Phone: 235-7171/7272 Cell: 287-7070 

LOCATION! LOCATION! 
2SELECfCOMMERCIALSPACES 

FOR RENT 
ON REACH ROAD, GARAPAN, 

SAIPAN. 
First Floor, 1,050 sq. it. space 
and Seeond Door, I, 100 sq. ft. 

space at SI.IO per sq. ft. 
Large parking area on site. 
CalJ: 233,1837 or 233,0456 

for information. 

DEt?~INE=<J~:R~ .. r~~n..m~ .. ~.~ .. e~~r.t~ e.~bl.1~~?.~ ,. ,/.:tc···· ~oJ; '1(:s:;~e ~~n ~~~/;~~~~~~~f :~ i~~~~~t. can "Cs 
Immediate~ to make the necessary corrections. n.e Marianas Varle1y 
News and Views Is responsble on~ for one incorrect insertion. We 
reserve the right to edit, refuse, reject or cancel any ad at any time. 

Leaving Island Sale 

Saturday, December 4, 1999 8:00 a.m. 
in the Parking Lot of the 

Credit Union Building, across from 
D'Elegance in Garapan. 

SPECTACULAR VIEWS 
House Lots for Lease • 1,500 sq. m. lots • 

Mt. Tapuchao • View Managaha Islands • 

Road Access • Electricity • Water 

• Payment Accepted • 54.95 year lease 

Please call Lisa at Tel. 234-5684 

APARTMENT /HOUSE FOR RENT 
I I 

2-3 & 4 BEDROOM HOUSE 
1 & 2 BEDROOM APARTMENT 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL: TEL # 322-3366/5558 FAX: 322-3888 

NOTIC( TO D(PT. Of COMM(RC( AND OTH(RS 
I MICHAELE. UREY have Resigned as the 

Registered Agent for the 
XU LAN CORPORATION of Saipan effective 
October 21, 1999 since my moving to China. 

No replacement has been designated 
at this time. 

(1) 33LBS/Drum/$30.00 (2) 16.7 LBS/Drum/$17.00 

Hailan Market 
· Free delivery over two drums 

Middle Road Chalan Laulau Tel. 234-5958, 234-2978 

• New Kitchen Cabinets for sale 
• Base and Wall cabinets, various sizes 

Cherry Wood Pattern 
Prices from $30.00-$80.00 each 

Available at Monika's Gallerie across from Duty Free 
Beach Road, Garapan • Tel. 233 4402 or 483-2742 

Also used furniture for sale from $5.00-$40.00 
Sofas-Chairs-Beds-Tables, etc. 
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EEK & MEEK® by Howie Schneider 
.---r-::-~--------, 

READ,' Fa< 1DJO 
MORE. 66/JlS, l,l.lm\ 
FRE-Sf-\ Ke? 

PEANUTS® by Charles M. Schulz 

BORN today, you are one of the 
most lively, ambitious, and 
multi-talented individuals born 
under your sign. It may seem 
that the world would be your 
oyster even at an early age, and 
that success would be assured, 
but the fact is that you are often 
fighting your own darker side 
for control over your destiny. 
You can be quite self-destruc
ti ve at times - self-indulgent, 
self-critical, impatient or intol
erant of errors, and quick to 
change course completely with
out considering the possibility 
that a minor adjustment may do 
the trick. You are, in other 
words, your own worst enemy. 

You depend very highly on 
the input and support of friends 
and family, and when it is not 
available to you the gloom and 
despair you strive so hard to 
keep at bay is far more likely to 
descend upon you, even for long 
periods of time. Maintain con
nections with those important 
to you! 

To see what is in store for you 
tomorrow, find your birthday 
and read the corresponding para
graph. Let your birthday star be 
your daily guide. 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 

- You're feeling daring and 
experimental today, and some 
may be shocked by the kinds 
of suggestions you have to 
offer. Observe protocol, pro
priety! 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 22)
Questioning the decisions of 
others today may attract a great 
deal of suspicion and criticism, 
but you'll be more informed in 
the long run. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
- Someone who rivals you in 
the charisma and ability depart
ments is likely to arrive on the 
scene today, forcing you to 
double your own efforts. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22.· 
Dec. 21) - This is a good day 
to experiment with a new-found 
talent. You may discover that 
you have a great deal of poten
tial in a new field. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19) - This is a good day to get 
in touch with a close friend, or, 
perhaps, someone whom you 
wish to get even closer to before 
the day is out! 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18)- You may be feeling quite 
blue today, but the cause is 
nothing you cannot address 
and erase quite effectively 
from your life. Concentrate! 

NEVER TRI{ TO·GET SUPPER 
FIVE MINUTES EARLi' .. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20)- You 're likely to be quite 
restless today, but your own 
dedication to one major goal 
will keep you on the right track 
when necessary. 

ARIES (March 21-April 
19) - Your interest in others 
will extend to domestic affairs 
as well, but you must not make 
the mistake of becoming in
trusive, even unintentionally. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 
20) - It is essential that you 
keep your own desires and ex
pectations in focus today, or 
you 're likely to risk both profit 
and standing. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
-Spiritual or emotional navi
gation may be more difficult 
than expected today. Those 
signposts you've been relying 
on may be out of date. 

CANCER (June 21-July 
22) - Take care your own 
private pursuits do not impose 
on others today. What you 
want may not be appreciated 
by the world at large. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -
This is a good day for you to 
make that personal sacrifice 
in order to see someone you 
love excel in some respect. 
Your rewards are coming! 

I'M LOOKING IN 
THE CLASSIFIED ADS 

FOR A NEW PATE! 

I THOUGHT 
YOU WERE 

GOING TO 
MARRY 1-llM! 

I THOUGHTT BUT H[: KEEPS 
SO, TOO... STALLING' 

,,_,.._ 

WANT TO JUMP START YOUR ROMANTIC LIFE? TRY A CLASSIFIED AD! 

II CROSSWORD PUiZLER II 
ACROSS 

1 Extraneous 
6 Tran spor'.s 

11 Deranged 
12 Bearlike 
14 Brood 
15 Bill of fare 
17--

cummings 
18 Edmund 

O'Brien TV 
series 

19 Actress 
Berry 

20 Sun. talk 
21 At home 
22 Copenhagen· 

natives 
23 Spelling or 

Amos 
24 Helps 
26 Lie detector 

reading 
27 Horse fodder 
28 Polynesian 

cloth 
29 "Cheers• 

waitress 

31 Barile or. 
quartz 

34 Makes a 
mistake 

35 Populace 
36 You and I 
37 Equals 24 

hours 
38 Temptress 
39 Criticize · 

sharply 
40 Bargnine ID 
41 Lover 
42 -of 

paradise 
43 Expand 
45 Overturns 
47 Game for 

two players 
48 Carries by 

hand 

DOWN 

1 Hamburger 
toppings 

2 Govt. farm 
agency 

3-kwan do 

Answer to Previous Puzzle 

2-23 © 1998 United Feature Syndicate 

4 -garde 
5 Withdraws 
6 Tosses 
7 Comedian 

Johnson 
8 Utilize 

9 Raman 51 
10 Scoffs 
11 New Delhi's 

locale 
13 Scary 
16 Saloon drinks 
19 ·- la vista, 

baby!" 
20-system 
22 Uses the 

phone 
23 Records 
25 Expression of 

apology 
26. Maniple 
28 Rest period 

(hyph. wd.) 
29 Surrendered 
30 -numeral 
31 Only 
32 Trophies 
33 Offers 

temporarily 
35 2 of these 

coins will 
equal 20 
cents 

38 Drunkards 
39 - cone 
41 "Norma-" 
42 Waggr 
44 Hampton ID 
46 Italian river 

... 111dS ... ~ FIND THE WORDS. THE NAMES 
ll"'lla ~- '"'OF THE PICTURE CLUES ARE 

HIDDEN IN THE SQUARE. CIRCU: EACH WORD, GOING ACROSS, 
DOWN OR DIAGONALLY. 
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NFL suspends Bears' Miller 
LAKE FOREST, Ill. (AP) -
Jim Miller says he was only try
ing to save some money on a 
dietary supplement. It ended up 
costing him a suspension for the 
rest of the season and about 
$ I 00,000 in pay. 

The Chicago Bears quarterback 
was suspended for four games by 
the NFL on Wednesday for vio
lating its drug policy in what he 
admits Wi!S a "dumb mistake." 

Miller contends he did not read 
the label on an over-the-counter 

ESPN ... 
Continued from page 52 

The TNT NBA games, not part 
of the domestic ESPN feed, now 
shift to channel 42, via a recent 
agreement with TNT Networks 
alJowing MCV to air those games. 

ABC'sMondaynightFootbaIJ, 
also not part of the domestic ESPN 
feed will also shift to channel 42 
and air Tuesday night. 

There will also be a Jot more 
Sportscenter, especially at night. 

With few U.S. major sporting 

CUC ... 
Continued from page 1 

run by old computer programs 
which will interpret the Year2000 
as 1900, which has the same last 
two digits. As a result, any pro
gram with a date such as billing, 
payroll, inventory, and bank ac
counts, among others, could 
crash or give misleading an
swers starting January l, 2000. 

Villagomez said CUC staff's 
foresight on the Y2K issue has 
enabled the agency to purchase 
quality systems and has avoided 
the need to buy costly updates 
or fixes for computers. 

Sablan ... 
Continued from page 1 

is also expected to create a prece
dent on similar claims from other 
landowners with a similar plight. 

"It is up to the government now 
to reassess (the procurement sys
tem). That's another challenge and 
I think (government) should ... 
focus its resources witl1 regards to 
(paying back) rightful owners," 
said Sablan. 

Public Land Director Bertha 
Leon Guerrero, on Wednesday, 

Gov't ... 
Continued from page 1 

has no legal obligation to do some
thing about this right now be
cause CUC has not done anything 
toward collecting it." 

Public Auditor Leo LaMotte 
recently asked CUC Executive 
Director Timothy P. Villagomez, 
in a letter, what actions the utili
ties agency have taken to address 
OPA 's recommendations. 

CUC forwarded OPA's find
ings to the Attorney General's 
Office (AGO). 

LaMotte said CUC should still 

dietary supplement that his agent 
said contained nandrolone. The 
banned substance is listed in the 
league's policy under anabolic and 
androgenic sterqids. 

"It was in noway, in any means 
done knowingly," said Miller, 
who has gone from third string to 
starting quarterback this season. 
"And 1 think anybody who knows 
me knows I would never take 
steroids or anything like that, ob
viously playing the quarterback 
position .... I'm normally very 

events taking place in the early 
mornings, ESPN morning repeats 
of Sportscenter will be seen dur
ing prime time hours. 

"This has been in the works for 
a long time, and we 're very happy 
to finally be able to delive.r this 
programming from the mainland," 
says MCV GM Joe Butters. 

"However, we have been watch
ing International for so Jong we 
kind of have to change the way 
we think about the programs on 
channel 6. 

"We won't see as much soccer, 
but will see a lot more 

Patrick Leon Guerrero, CUC 
officer in charge for Y2K is
sues, said in an earlier inter
view that all CUC's critical ser
vice systems are manually-in
tensive. 

"Our (power) plant operates 
mostly on manual controls. The 
crews are over there adjusting 
voltage and cycles manually. 
Our billing system are also pre
pared. The water distribution 
(system) is also labor-inten
sive," said Guerrero. 

Anthony Calvo, Emergency 
Management Office planner, 
said his office is confident the 
CNMI will not be facing major 
system or service disruptions as 

made clear that the Division of 
Public Land is not mandated to 
compensate landowners in right
of-way cases financially, even as 
she explained that DPL can only 
go as far as entering into a land 
exchange agreement with them. 

House Ways and Means Chair 
Karl T. Reyes (R-Saipan), has, 
for his part, said the ruling by 
Superior Court Presiding Judge 
Edward Manibusan on the Leon 
Taisac::m case has made it ··more 
incumbent upon ... Legislature to 
find ways ... to address the situa
tion." 

provide documentation showing 
the amount recovered from 
Guerrero. 

LaMotte, in a separate inter
view, said CUC has not done 
anything to collect and present 
documentation showing any 
amount recovered from Guerrero. 

The Variety repeatedly tried to 
reach Villagomez for comment 
but was told by his aides that he 
"is so tied up" with other matters. 

AGO could not be reached for 
comment. 

"The CNMI Constitution says 
you cannot· run for office if you 
are serving a sentence for 
felony," Woodruff said. "But 

conscientious. I made a dumb 
mistake. 

"I can't explain how disappoint
ing this is .... Of all the people to 
let the team down, I thought I 
would be the last to do it." 

Miller said in late Septem
ber he ran out of his normal 
over-the-counter supplement 
he used before working out. 
He said he decided to wait for 
a 20 percent discount at a nu
tritional center before replen
ishing the supply. 

Sportscenter. And we have to see 
a couple of other shows on an
other channel." 

"But with ESPN, ESPN2 and 
Channel 42, we get a great combi
nation, given our geographic lo
cation," adds Butters. 

Viewers are encouraged to 
watch the new ESPN feed to be
come familiar with the lineup of 
programs and tune in regularly to 
channel 42, which provides 
weekly highlights of upcoming 
major sporting events and the 
channel on which they are broad
cast. 

a result of the tum of the cen
tury, but added that contingency 
plans are in place. 

"We cannot give assurance 
nothing will fail, but we think that 
there won't be major disruptions. 
If there's any Y2K probl~m. it 
would besporadicorminorprob
lems here and there. We don't 
anticipate any thfng major to hap
pen," said Calvo. 

He added that most of the ser
vice systems like power and wa
ter in the CNMI are manually
operated and therefore will not 
be affected by the Y2K bug. 

EMO places the critical hours 
from l O pm of Dec. 31, 1999 to 
6 am of Jan. 1, 2000. 

According to DPLfigures, some 
$35 mi Ilion is needed to pay back 
the affected landowners. 

Reyes said government can 
come up with the money by float
ing special bonds to be repaid by 
the Marianas Public Land Trust 
(MPLT). 

Doing this however, entai Is leg
islation. 

Ami with barely a month left 
for the incumbent lawmakers, the 
task will spill over to the 12th 
Legislature which convenes on 
the second Monday of January 
next year. 

when you are convicted of 
felony while you are in office, 
you don't automatically get 
kicked out of office. However, 
the Constitution allows the Sen
ate to expel a member convicted 
of felony." 

Woodruff said Guerrero's 
"debt" to the government could 
have been a campaign issue dur
ing the recently concluded mid
term elections. 

"Voters could have been 
asked whether they think it's 
appropriate to elect somebody 
who the public auditor feels im
properly got a quarter of mil
lion dollars," he said. 

During the four-day wait, he 
turned to another supplement he 
had. Several days later on Oct. 4, 
he unde1went a random drug test. 
On Nov. 10, he was notified he 
had tested positive. 

He and agent Joe Linta re
quested a second test, allowed 
under the league policy. They 
were informed Monday night that 
it also was positive, meaning that 
Miller was under suspension. 

Ol'Aces .. ·. 
Continued from page 52 

behavior will not be tolerated and 
such action will be addressed ac
cordingly. 

These are some of the ground 
rules and by-laws that will be re
vised to re-enforce some of the 
loop holes. The reason behind the 
revision of BANMI ground rules 
and by-laws is to give table and 

Compact ... 
Continued from page 1 

grants." 
Johnson said this type of adop

tion that skirts the Compact's 
immigration provisions may have 
broader implications for the fu
ture of the Marshall Islands, as 
well as for specific adopted chil
dren. 

U.S. officials recently told 
Marshall Islands leaders at the 
start of renegotiations of the 
Compact's soon-to-expire eco
nomic provisions that they want 
to include talks on immigration 
modifications, even though these 
provisions do not expire. Both 
adoptions and now-halted pass
port sales to Asians have led the 
U.S. to express concern at poten
tial abuses of U.S. immigration 
laws, and fueled high level Ameri
can interest to tighten up the cur
rent immigration privileges. 

CPA ... 
Continued from page 1 

walkway. 
All these arc expected to amount 

to $475,000 in total costs. 
In addition, thL: Federal Avia

tion Administration (FA/\) has 
come forward with a grant close 
to $3.9 million. 

CPA thought the amount was 
of great assistance but was not 
sufficient to finish the project. 

Last June, the Tinian Legisla
tive Delegation pledged some 
$3.4 million from its local Capi
tal Improvement Project (CIP) 
funds, for the expansion of the 
runway project. 

In July, FAA offered three 
more grants for the project, 
which amounted to a total of 
$9.4 million. 

Last October, the Tinian del
egation again set aside an addi
tional $6.5 million for the 
project, eyed to boost the 
island's economy. 

The design of the runway 

Lin ta said traces of the banned 
substance came from Miller's lim
ited use of the backup supple
ment, which neither he nor Miller 
would identify. 

MiJler was earning $400,000 
this season so missing four games 
costs him about $100,000. 

"So I'm paying for more than 
that, and my teammates are pay
ing for more than that," Miller 
said. 

game officials the authority to take 
such action against offenders. 

Lizama and the board are serious 
to take such action to players and 
coaches who violate the ground 
rules. 

The president is infonning all 
players and coaches that for the 
next couple of months the board 
will meet to tackle some .of the 
pending agenda. The president is 
also asking the cooperation and 
support with regiu-ds to the changes. 

Since the mid-1990s, adoptions 
of Marshallese children to Ameri
can families have skyrocketed in 
large part because of the ease of 
entry of babies carrying Marshall 
Islands passports. 

"This court will make no effort 
to predict the position of the U.S. 
Immigration and Naturalization 
Service on this point," he said. 

"However,itiscommonknowl
ed1;e in the Pacific island nations 
that are former U.S. Trust Terri
tories that the U.S. is expressing 
concern over immigration from 
these islands and seriously dis
cussing strengthening the enforce
ment actions against improper 
immigration purportedly under 
the Compact." · 

He concluded his discussion of 
the immigration provisions with 
a word of advice. "Those persons 
who are in charge of protecting 
Atina's interest might be wise to 
be certain of her immigration sta
tus." 

project is now complete and the 
archaeological survey is at its 
final report submission stage. 

CPA is set to advertise for an 
invitation to bid by the middle 
of this month, once the neces
sary documents are completed 
and approved by FAA and the 
Ilistoric Preservation Office. 

The selection of the contract 
manager should also be com
pleted within the next two 
weeks, according to CPA 
spokesperson Travis L. 
Coffman. 

'The reason we have finally 
gotten this far is that everyone 
was willing to meet each other 
halfway. Everyone knows air 
transportation and this project 
is so important for the people of 
Tinian and our visitors. This is a 
key part of the process," said 
Board member Ray Cing. 

The West Tinian Airside Im
provement Project involves the 
construction of a new 7,800 run
way and the construction of two 
connecting taxiways. 

The project is expected to be 
accomplished after 18 months. 

-·-·· ------·----- ---·-------~---·--- .. ·-----·-······ 

Suns nip 
PHOENIX (AP) - Penny 
Hardaway and Jason Kidd both 
flirted with triple-doubles as the 
Phoenix Suns won their seventh in 
arowwithawild 128-122double
overtime victory over the Houston 
Rockets on Wednesday night. 

The Rockets tied an NBA record 
by playing their third consecutive 
overtime game. 

Cliff Robinson scored a season
high 25 points, including four of 
five 3-pointers. Hardaway had 21 
points, eight assists and eight re
bounds. Kidd, despite a 5-for-19 
shooting night, had 17 points, 10 
assists, eight rebounds and four 
steals. 

Kelvin Cato, starting in place of 
injured Hakeem Olajuwon, scored 
a career-high 23 points. Steve 
Fra11cis had 24 points, 10 assists 
and seven rebounds before he was 
hurt on a drive to the basket with 20 
seconds left in regulation. 

Heat 90, 76ers 83 
In Miami, Alonzo Mourning had 

28 points, 15 rebounds and seven 
blocked shots as Miami won the 

matchup of teams missing their 
star point guards. 

Miami, which· won its fourth 
straight game without starting point 
guard Tim Hardaway, improved to 
12-3 for the best start in franchise 
history. 

Rookie guard Anthony Carter 
had seven points and eight assists 
in Hardaway's absence, including 
several key plays down the stretch 
to secure the Heat's fourth straight 
victory. 

Aaron McKie had 20 points and 
nine assists for the Sixers, who 
wereplayingwithoutAllenlverson, 
who is sidelined with a broken 
hand. 

Cavaliers 111, Wizards 108 
In Washington, Shawn Kemp 

scored nine of his 27 points in the 
final four minutes to help Cleve
land beat Washington. 

The Cavaliers were trailing 95-
93 with less than four minutes left 
when Kemp went to work, hitting 7 
of 8 free throws and a putback to 
lead Cleveland. 

Kemp shot 6-of-18 from the field 

Denver Nuggets guard Ron Mercer (left) works the ball against Detroit 
Pistons forward Christian Laettner in Denver's Pepsi Center Wednes
day. AP 

Celebrate Thanlugiving at the Nikko Hotel 
Serena restaurant and let someone else 
worry about doing the dishes. 

BUFFET 

On November 25th enjoy a special buffet, 

complete with roast turkey and stuffing, 
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cketsinOT 
in his first game of the season for 
Los Angeles. 

Bryant, who also had six re
bounds and three assists in 30 min
utes, returned to action exactly 
seven weeks after breaking his right 
hand in the Lakers' first preseason 
game. 

The win was the fourth straight 
for the Lakers, who had an I I -4 
record without Bryant. 

Chris Carr, who signed with 
Golden State earlier Wednesday, 
and Mookie Blaylock led the War
riors with 13 points each. 

Trail Blazers 94, Hornets 90 
In Portland, Oregon, Detlef 

Schrempf scored 18 points and 
Greg Anthony hit two big shots 
late in the game to help Portland. 

The Trail Blazers, coming off 
their first home loss of the season 
Monday to Indiana, blew a 12-
point lead to start the third quarter 
and didn't cement the win until the 
final minutes. 

Elden Campbell had I 9 points 
and I l rebounds and Derrick 
Coleman had 17 points and 10 re
bounds to lead Charlotte, which 
fel) to I -6 on the road. 

Arvydas Sabonis had 16 points 
for Portland. 

Pacers 96, Grizzlies 89 
Houston Rockets center Kelvin Cato (13) shoots an easy layup over 
Phoenix Suns guard Anfernee Hardaway Wednesday in Phoenix. AP 

In Vancouver, British Colum
bia, Reggie Miller scored 26 points 
and Indiana handed Vancouver its 
ninth straight loss. but hit 15 of 17 free throws. He also 

had 14 rebounds, four assists and 
three blocks. Bob Sura added 18 
points, Wesley Person scored I 6 
and Mark Bryant had 15. 

Mitch Richmond scored 30 to 
lead Washington. 

Nuggets 100, Pistons 96 
In Denver, Antonio McDyess 

had 24 points and I 1 rebounds and 
RaefLaFrentz added I 9 and a key 
blocked shot in the final seconds 
for Denver. 

Ron Mercer also had 23 points 
for the Nuggets, who had lost five 

straight to Detroit. Denver, which 
played nearly the entire second half 
without coach Dan Issel and Nick 
Van Exel after early third-quarter 
ejections, ended a two-game los
ing streak. 

Grant Hill had 39 points for the 
Pistons, who lost their third straight 
overall and to Denver for the first 
time since Dec. 4, I 995. 

Lakcrs 93, Warriors 75 
In Inglewood, California, 

Shaquille O'Neal had 28 points, 23 
rebounds and four blocked shots, 
and Kobe Bryant scored 19 points 

Dale Davis added 17 points and 
eight rebounds as the Pacers, com
ing off Monday's 93-91 win in 
Prntland, won their second straight 
game. 

Austin Croshere, coming off the 
bench, scored eight of his 13 points 
in the fourth quarter as the Pacers 
won despite not hitting a field goal 
in the final 4:55. 

Shareef Abdur-Rahim scored 24 
points and added 10 rebounds for 
the Grizzlies, who are 0-9 all-time 
against the Pacers. 

llif,tt/;e !/4;,4114.1 ff 
4f ~te( !It~~! 

A surprising Thanksgiving 
meal awaits you from 5-9 pm. 
Traditional roast turkey 

Stay the holiday 

$ 9···. , 0 weekend at the 
/j Nikko during our 

+ 10% TAX $99 room rate special. 
per night, 
per roo~ • Take a vacation on 

island and feel like you're hundreds with stuffing and a 
combination of southeast-asia 
style dishes that will truly 
satisfy your appetite. 

of miles away! Q9fj''''~!l,C',~'·, l6l{ ' '7 .. -...~ 
I .J_J 

-ti'~ _....,~-
Package includes: · .. · · ; · ·, 

ham. carving and more! Over 45 buffet items to 
choose from. Plus all you can drink white wines, 

Miller MGD,Lite and Pepsi cola products! 
ll:30 am ~ 2:00 pm. · $20.00 $12.00 $25 for adult 

• Welcome drink 

Then put on your beach wear 
and enjoy the longest water 
slide on island for 
FREE! 
Spedal Thingsgiving Brunch diners 
can enjoy the rest of the day playing 
and relaxing at the Nikko WaterPark, 
at no extra charge! 

FOR ADULTS FOR CHILDREN 
(4 to 12 years old; 
3 and under tree) 

nS15.00value• 
for FREEi 

Includes all you can drink 
Pepsi-cola soft drinks! ;:;;g 
MGD, Lite Beer ai)., 
and assorted white wines! ~ 

$12 for children 

Happy Hour 
5:00 pm-7:00 pm nightly 

50% off Beer and well drinks 
Enjoy Chef's special chasers 
and free appetizers. 

Open 7 days a week 
5:00 pm- 10:00 pm 

• Gift fruit basket 
• Late checkout at 2:00 p.m. 

'Residents of the CNMI. Guam and USA. ID required. 
·May not be combined with any other discounts. 
Rates available through Dec. 15, 1999. 

• hotel nikko saipan 
322-3311 •fax 322·3144 

e-mail: hnsrsv@gtepacifica.net 
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ORTS 
BANMI basketball action 

01' Aces stop Diatnond Auto 
Ol 'ACES defeated Diamond Auto 
Care in the curtain opener while 
Pacific Trading Co. Lite won over 
Lens Bar and Grill in the second 
game during the Basketball As
sociation of the Northern Mariana 
Islands (BANMI) tournament 
Wednesday night at the Ada Gym. 

Freddie Pelisamen led the Ben 
Fitial-sponsored Ol 'Aces in win
ning over Diamond, 92-76, by 
scoring 25 points, grabbing 4 re
bounds and getting 5 steals. 

Wayne Pua contributed 16 
points. Jeremey Sablan had 2 
block shots, 13 rebounds, and a 
steal for Ol'Aces. 

On the other hand, Diamond 
Auto's Fernando Muleta had 18 
points, dished out 2-assists, 
grabbed 3 rebounds, and 5 steals. 

Gary Lashey backed up Muleta 
with 14 points, while Lloyd 
Hartman coming back from a long 
leave of absence from basketball 
dished 1 assist, grabbed 9 re
bounds, 3 block shots, and 3 steals. 

Freddie Pelisamen ·was chosen 
as player of the game. 

At the second game, Pete 
Camacho scored 14 points and 
grabbed six rebounds as his team 
Pacific Trading Co. routed over 
Lens Bar, 94-61. 

Steve Santos helped Camacho 
by scoring another 14 points. 
BanjoBasilaalsocontributed with 
8 assists, 12 rebounds, and 2 steals. 

For the Lens Bar, George 
Poquiz had 19 points followed by 
EricAtaligwith IOpoints.Jimmy 
Sison had 2 assists, 7 rebounds, 

and 4 steals. 
BANMI said today's game 

schedules are as follows: 
I st Game: Cong. Ana 

Teregeyo's Sunrisers vs Cong. 
Manuel Tenorio & Cong. Karl 
Reyes Saipan Stars. Both teams 
are undefeated. 

2nd Game: MARP AC/Saipan 
Stevedore- Mark Sharks vs Cong. 
Benavente & Cong. Babauta Hi-
5. 

BANMI met last Tuesday at 
the Ada Gym Conference Room. 
The meeting was presided by 
BANMI Vice Pres. Juan V. Diaz. 
President Ray Lizama asked to be 
excused since his team was in
volved and it was a conflict of 
interest. 

The meeting was called for the 

Long-time BANMI supporter Francisco M. Diaz (left) receives recognition award from BANMI president Ray 
Lizama (second, left) on opening day of the year 2000 BANMI basketball season. Also in photo are Reps. 
Karl T. Reyes (right) and Ana S. Teregeyo; Photo courtesy of BANMI 

Warriors upset Power Factor. 
By Ray 0. Palacios 
For the Variety 

LANDON Martin and Ismael 
Aguon hit two homeruns as the 
Warriors upset Power Factor, 
25-19, in the first game W ednes
d a y evening at the Saipan 
Slowpitch Softball league. 

Leading by just one, 6-5, the 
Warriors exploded with five runs 
in the top of the second and eight 
in the third for a t'9-5 lead. 

Power Factor came back roll
ing to outscore the Warriors, 14-
6, in the next three innings, but 
fell short of a possible come
back due to time .limitation for 
their second loss in eight out
ings. 

The Warriors improved their 

record to 5-3. 
Gloyd Martin blasted two 

homeruns for his 12 round-trip
per of the season to tie Guerrero 
of the Ngeaur Comets for the 
league lead. 

The NgeaurComets behind Jojo 
Attao and Joe Guerrero's two run 
homers and John Reyes' three run 
shot won .their seventh game in 
eight outings with a fifth inning 
21-5 shut-out over the winless 
team Sofang which dropped their 
eight game in-a-row. 

The victory tied the Camacho 
Roots for the League lead with a 
7~1 mark. 

After each team managing just 
one run in the first inning, the 
Comets then exploded for eight 

SAHPAN 
P 0. Box ;>31 Si11p;rn, MP 'l6'.J50 

• Tel. {670) 23Hi3,11 · 7578 • 'J/97 
• Fax· (670) :'3,J-9271 

E-mail: youn1s@gtepac1f1ca.net 
mvariety@gtepac1!1ca.net 

runs in the top of the second and 
third inning with Reyes, Attao, 
and Guerrero ripping one out to 
put the Comets on top, 17-4 
after three complete innings. 

They went on to outscore 
Sofang, 4-1, in the next two 
innings for ten-run-mercy rule 
shut-out. 

The third game of the night 
saw the Bad Boyz seven 
homeruns and a 19-0 lead over 
the Local Force after one and a 
half innings of play wiped out 
by a short heavy downpour 
which lasted just less than 10 
minutes. 

The game was later called off 
for the field was not playable 
due to a rainout. 

board and its members to come up 
with a decision for the incident 
which happened last Nov. 24, a 
game between Marpac/Saipan 
Stevedore- Mark Sharks and GTE 
Pacifica. 

BANMI board and its members 
with a majority vote decided the 
following: 

1. GTE Pacifica - Asst. Coach 
Danny Cabrera shall be suspended 
for the entire regular season and 
playoffs effective Nov. 30, due to 
harassment and threatening of 
referees. 

2. GTE Pacifica - Head Coach, 
1 game suspension which will 
take effect on their next game 
Dec. 6, for not controlling his 
bench and a 10 points penalty on 
their next game scheduled. 

The Board also voted for the 
adoption of the disciplinary ac
tion letter which every offender 
will be sent a warning or suspen
sion letter. Each player who com
mits a technical foul will be listed 
down by the table officials and 
will be reported to the BANMI 
board and its members for disci
plinary action. 

The implementation of the dis
ciplinary action is expected to 
lessen the harassment of either · 
the table or game officials and 
also a way that organizers could 
eliminate fighting during or after 
games. 

President Lizama, made it clear 
to all board members which con
sist of coaches that such abusive 

Continued on page 50 

ESPN Domestic on Saipan 
FOR YEARS, ESPN Interna
tional was it, as far as live sports 
were concerned in the NMI. 

With the addition oflive ESPN2 
last year, the islands got to see a 
different flavor of the ESPN. 

Now, NMI sports fans will see 
more college football and basket
ball, more Major League Base
ball, more Sportscenter, andjusta 
little less soccer. 

MCV yesterday announced that 
in response to numerous letters, 
calls, e-mails and over-the
counter pleas, it is now launching 

ESPN Domestic. 
ESPN Domestic has long been 

known for its surplus of college 
sports, golf, tennis, and the num
ber one source for sports news 
television. 

It also over the years has added 
more NFL coverage, (late Mon
day game for CNMI viewers) and 
action from the NHL. 

However, with ESPN Domes
tic come big changes in sports 
viewing habits, MCV said in a 
press release. 

~C~o-n=ti_n_u-ed~o-n_p_a_g_e~s=o 

. Orlando Magic's John Amaechi (right) mixes it up with Sacramento 
Kings' Vlade Divac under the basket in Orlando, Fla., Tuesday. The 
Kings beat the Magic, 111-102. AP i,:1tSPOs, 
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