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Oversight probe on 
power project eyed 

'Misuse~ of 
scholarship 

funds in 
Palau bared 

~Y Mar.Vic Cagur1ngan 
Forihe Variety · . . . . By Jojo Dass 

Variety News Staff 
"THERE'S something going on 
here." 

This was what Senate Floor 
Leader Pete P. Reyes (R-Saipan) 
said yesterday as he disclosed 
plans for a joint Senate and House 
oversight investigation on the 
$120-million Saipan power plant 
project of the Commonwealth 
Utilities Corp. 

Reyes said the legislative in
quiry is meant to establish why 
some "forces" are allegedly 
"pushing" to close the contract 
with Marubeni-Sithe, a bidder 
which reportedly did not even 
make it to the top three choices 
rated by an independent evalua
tor for the job. 

"There is still a move to do that 

Slow recovery: 
:i for tourism ;; 
11 industry seen r: 
11 ·I 

f
lj By Marian A. Maraya f i 
j Variety News Staff 1 

fl THECNMI'Stourismindus- i 
rl try is headed for recovery but l 
t1 it will be at a slow growth rate 
[l of only about five percent, 

I 
according to an economic · 
study commissioned by the H 
NmthernMarianasCollege's fj 

~ Small Business Development !,.i 

~ Center (SBDC). [! 
i) "The unfortunate thing is r: 
tl that if growth comes at only 1

1 

five percent per year, we will 
1 

not reach our 1997 visitor in
dustry level until year 2007, 
which was 726,000 tourists," 
said SBDC Deputy Director 

' Eric L. Plinske, who pre-
1 

sented an executive summary : 
of the study at yesterday's ! 
Rotary Club Saipan meeting 
at the Hyatt Regency. . 

According to the study, the : 
number of visitors to the '. 
CNMI rose from 100,000 to : 
almost700,000 between 1980 i 
and 1995, or an annual aver- • · 

f: age increase of 14 percent. I ,, 
Such a rapidly growing 

1
; 

ii visitor industry is seen to have [ 
:: fueled the CNMI's overall !' 
,1 economic growth. :: 
Ii "The study indicates that !1 

:l the visitor industry is going /! 
t; to recover but slowly ... not :,! 

lj like it did before," Plinske [1; 

~ sait i 

~~.~~£:l!o1J 

PAC NEWSPAPER SfACKS 

Pete P. Reyes 

(sign the deal with Marubeni
Sithe)," said Reyes in an inter
view with reporters during a Sen
ate session break. 

"I like to get to the bottom of 
this. I like to know what is behind 
this. I could not understand what 

Diego T. Benavente 

kind of forces (are) behind, push
ing (for) Marubeni which (did 
not) even appear in the top (list) 
of the evaluator's report," added 
Reyes. 

House Speaker Diego T. 
Benavente (R-Saipan) earlier said 

he had brought up the idea of an 
oversight investigation with the 
House leadership if the 80-mega
watt power plant project is even
tually scrapped. 

"If the House is going to call an 
oversight (hearing), then I will 
request that the Senate joins the 
effort," said Reyes. 

Caving in to pressure from the 
Office of the Public Auditor 
(OPA) and protesting bidders, 
CUC hired Bums & McDonnel 
(B&M) to conduct an indepen
dentevaluationofall 13 "offerors" 
to the project. The company, in a 
report released in October, stated 
that Enron· Intemational's offer 
ranks first. 

Tomen Power came in second 
while HEI Power Corp./Saipan 

Continued on page 26 

Decline in airline seats hurt region 
By Haldee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

THE NUMBER of available 
airline seats for tourists bound 
for the Micronesian region has 
drastically declined in the last 
twoyearsasaresultoftheAsian 
economic recession. 

From approximately 2.5 mil
lion available seats in 1997, the 
figure drastically went down to 
1.5 million in 1998 as airline 
companies servicing the region 
reduced their flights, the Pacific 
Asia Travel Association 

(PAT A)-Micronesia Chapter dis
closed yesterday during its quar
terly meeting held at the Pacific 
Islands Club. 

The airline seats for 1999 are 
projected to slightly improve from 
the previous year. 

John Heather, PAT A-
Micronesia chairman, said the 
lack of available seats for the re
gion has been a huge problem 
faced by individual islands and 
territories. 

"With the drop in demand, and 
the declining economies, the air-

lines had to react, and they re
acted by cutting seat capacities 
for the whole Micronesia. The 
1998 figure was our most diffi
cult year. Our projection for 
1999 is 1.8 million," said 
Heather. 

Despite the slight improve
ment in available airlines seats, 
Heather said the rebound of the 
Japanese yen versus the U.S. 
dollar in recent months will help 
bring back the seats for the re
gion. 

~c-o-n~ti-nu_e_d~o-n_p_a_g_e~2=s 

KOROR(Palau Horizon)
Calling anew for the abolition 
of the Merit Scholarship pro-· 
·gram, a House delegate has 
exposed the Palau National 
Scholarship Board's, alleged 
misuse of the government's 
scholarship fund. 
. Del.Augustine Mesebeluu, 

chairman of the House educa
tion comniiitee, is urging the 
board tojustify its decision to 
award Merit Scholarship grants 
to studentsnot enrolled inpri~ 
ority . fields of study; and to 
explain whf some re?ipients 
have peen iiven extra tnoney 
forpetsonal expenses riot cov~ 
ered by the program: . · · · 

"As a chairman of the edu
caticincommittee of the House 
of Delegates, I am writing to 
express the profound shock and 
dismay I experienced upon re
ceiving the listof iperit Schol
arship awards for the 1999-
2000 academic year," 
Mesebeluu said iri a Nov: 18 
letter to Caroline Skebong, 
chair of the scholarship board. 

Skebong refused to com
ment. "Those were board de
cisions. I have no comment," 
Skebong told the Horizon'. . 

Masebeluu reminded the 
. board that the National Schol

arship Fund was established to 
produce morePalauan citizens 
with undergraduate degrees 

Continued on page 26 

Roman Catholic Church leaders from the Pacific are joined by government and private sector leaders yesterday for a photo session after breakfast 
at the Saipan Grand Hotel. About 17 of the region's bishops are visiting Saipan for a yearly conference. Photo by Rene P. Acosta 
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RP plane missing_ 
MANILA (Reuters) - A Phil
ippine domestic airliner with at 
least 15 passengers and two crew 
on board was reported missing 
yesterday while on a flight from 
Maniia to the northern town of 
Cauayan, airline and air trans- . 
port officials said. 

They said the Asian Spirit air
line flight was scheduled to land 
in Cauayan at about 9:30 a.m. 
Airports along the route were 
being contacted to check if the 
plane had landed anywhere else, 

but there was no such word yet, 
said Rolando Luna, executive 
director of the Air Transporta
tion Office. 

Helicopters and a Philippine 
air force plane had started a 
search around Cauayan, 165 
miles northeast of Manila, Asian 
Spirit officials said. 

"The last confirmed call from 
the pilot was at 9: 19 in the morn
ing, 60 nautical miles out (of 
Cauayan)," said Rodolfo 
Garcia;a senior airline official, 

MISS PHOTOGENIC. Miss Colombia Paulina Galvez waves as 
she is named Miss Photogenic during the 1999 Miss International 
beauty pageant press conference in Tokyo yesterday. A total of 53 
contestants attended several events in and around Tokyo before 
the final selection for the title slated for Dec. 14. AP 

adding that the weather was poor 
over the northern town at the time. 

The twin-engined Czech-made 
LET-410 plane, powered by Pratt 
& Whitney engines, took off from 
Manila at about 8:35 a.m., Luna 
told Reuters. 

Airline officials said there were 
15 passengers, a pilot and a co
pilot on board. Earl ierreports said 
there were 16 passengers, includ
ing an infant. 

There was no cabin crew for the 
flight. 

Mexico cops 
accused 

of torture 
GUADALAJARA,Mexico(AP) 
- The death of an alleged kid
napper who died after receiving 
40 blows to the head, two broken 
ribs and a burst lung has unveiled 
a "system of torture" in theJalisco 
state attorney general's office, the 
State Commission for Human 
Rights claimed Monday. 

Victor Castaneda Casas died in 
state facilities on Oct. 24 after 
being detained by investigative 
police agents for his alleged in
volvement in the kidnapping of 
an 18-year-old. 

The attorney general's area co
ordinator for kidnappings, Jose 
Gonzalez Jimenez, insisted 
Castaneda died during an ex
change of blows with a police 
investigator while he was being 
detained and denied that he had 
been tortured. 

But the president of the State 
Commission for Human Rights, 
Guadalupe Morfin Otero, said Mon
day that Castaneda was tortured by 
investigators both during and after 
his arrest, and that he died ofinjuries 
sustained during the torture. 

Democrats duel over taxes 
CEDAR RAPIDS, Iowa (AP) 
- Bill Bradley says he's not pro
posing a tax increase but: "If you 
are a responsible official and you 
look to the future, you can't rule 
anything out.'' And the Demo
cratic presidential candidate told 
Iowa senior citizens that his op
ponents' position on taxes is no 
different. 

The former New Jersey senator 
tried to derail an offensive by his 
rival for the party's nomination, 
Vice President Al Gore. 

"Nobody can predict the future 
of a trillion-dollar economy. I think 
it's irresponsible to say 'Read my 
lips, no new taxes.' The vice presi
dent hasn't made this pledge, so we 
have the same position," Bradley 
told The Associated Press. 

Gore's campaign countered that 
Bradley has given mixed signals 
on taxes and shown judgment 
unbecoming of a president who 
must consider his impact on fi
nancial markets. 

"Senator Bradley's zigs and 
zags over the past few weeks raise 
questions about his steadiness as 
a possible steward of the Ameri-

Bill Bradley 

can economy," Gore spokesman 
Chris Lehane said. 

Bradley said he was just being 
"honest with the American 
people." 

At the Witmer Senior Center, 
Bradley reminded Iowans that 
Gore and Bill Clinton promised a 
tax cut in their 1992 campaign. 
But then, Bradley said, Gore 
"came to office and gave a large 
tax increase because it was in the 
interest of the country." 

Lehane said the vice president 
in this campaign "has ruled out 
raising taxes barring some drastic 

Vice President Al Gore 

change in the economy or other 
unforeseen circumstances." 

In order to pay for their cam
paign promises, both Bradley and 
Gore count on a federal budget 
surplus projected to be $1 trillion 
over the next decade. 

Lehane refused to say Monday 
whether an economic downturn 
and failure of that surplus to ma
terialize would be the kind of"un
foreseen circumstances" in which 
Gore would consider raising taxes 
as alternate means of paying for 
his health, education and other 
programs. 

WORLD/NATION 

· . News Briefs . 

Gov't corporation 
may have squandered ~oney 

WASHING TON (AP) - A government corporation that was 
created to finance new industrial uses of crops was supposed to be 
a boon for rural areas. Now the agency is quietly shutting down amid 
allegations that it lost most of its money in bad investments. 

A report by the Agriculture Department's inspector general esti
mates that three-fourths of the $43 million in investments that the 
Alternative Agricultural Research and Commercialization Corp. 
has made since its creation seven years ago will probably not be 
recovered. 

The corporation is scheduled to go out of existence down next 
month, as Congress cutoff its funding in the 2000budgetyear, partly 
out of concern about the agency's practices. 

Colombia scrambles 
with Y2K problems 

BOGOTA, Colombia (AP)-At age 59, Alvaro Rojas is just a few 
months from retirement and worried sick that his entire employment 
history will be erased by the dreaded Year 2000 computer bug. So 
he's seeking a written record. 

"With all this fuss about the change of year, it's better to have 
everything on paper," Rojas says as he waits in line at a Social 
Security office, only to be told the document he needs can't possibly 
be ready until after the New Year. 

Rojas has good reason to worry. The Social Security Institute, 
with the labor history for4.5 million Colombians, still has not solved 
its Y2K problem. 

House panel grills 
Education Dep't 

WASHINGTON (AP) - The Education Department, unable to 
give a Congressional panel an accounting of disputed parts of a $32 
billion budget and billions more in student loans it manages, insisted 
it broke no laws and could overcome its accounting troubles. 

"Our auditors identified issues we must address, but they did not 
report that any funds were lost, misallocated or stolen," Marshall 
Smith, a deputy to Education Secretary Richard Riley, told the 
oversight and investigations subcommittee of the House Education 
and Workforce Committee on Monday. 

Testimony came a few weeks after the department, one of four 
federal agencies unable to audit its 1998 books, became the last of 
the 24 agencies to submit reports to the agency that oversees federal 
auditing. 

Putin's bandwagon 
growing in Russia 

MOSCOW (AP) - Just a few months ago, the race to succeed 
President Boris Yeltsin seemed wide open. Now, many Russians say 
it is starting to look like just a steppingstone in Vladimir Putin's 
ascension to Moscow's political heights. 

Weary of government incompetence and corruption, Russians 
have embraced the laconic, unsmiling ex-KGB official. If opinion 
polls are to be trusted, Russians see their current prime minister as 
a leader who can do no wrong, giving him a big lead in the race for 
the presidency. 

Of course, the elections are not until June and plenty of presiden
tial front-runners have fallen by the wayside before. Remember 
Yevgeny Primakov, the former prime minister who seemed like a 
shoo-in for the presidency? Or Moscow Mayor Yuri Luzhkov who 
also looked set to move to the Kremlin? Today, they're far behind 
Putin. 

Reform may move convention 
ST. PAUL (AP) - After two votes, the site of the Reform Party's 
2000 national convention is still unsettled. 

In a controversial vote released Monday, Reform Party national 
committee members decided to move the convention from Long 
Beach, Calif., to an undesignated Minnesota city. 

The question is whether the vote is valid. 
Incoming Chairman Jack Gargan of Cedar Key, Fla., believes it is 

valid and called it "the will of the members." Chairman Russ Verney, 
a loyalist of party founder Ross Perot, called the mail-in vote a "farce." 

Schroeder seeks party unity 
BERLIN (AP) - Despite calls for unity, leftists in Germany's 
governing Social Democrats promised not to shy away from chal
lenging Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder's tight budget policies at a 
party congress. 

Schroeder's carefully nurtured image as a business-friendly So
ci~l Democrat helped him _win election in 1998 by appealing to 
middle-of-the-road voters tired of 16 years of conservative rule. 

But moves during his first year in office to trim Ge1many's cushy 
wel~a.re st~te and ease corporate taxes have angered many party 
trad111onahsts, who deserted the pmty in droves this fall in state and 
local elections, costing the Social Democrats control of parliament's 
upper house. 
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Senate approves bill to Karimip~ur ne;-
expedite power project Public D~~~~,~:!;'""h' 

By Jojo Dass 
Variety News Staff 

THE SENA TE yesterday passed 
a proposed measure calling for a 
"phased" construction of an 80-
rnegawatt power plant without the 
Commonwealth Utilities Corp. 
(CUC) having to release a new 
request for proposal on the mat
ter. 

Authored by Senate Floor 
Leader Pete P. Reyes, Senate Bill 
I 1-158 would allow CUC to push 
through with the construction of 
the power plant under its old re
quest for proposal to which some 
13 bidders had responded to and 
to which Marubeni-Sithe - its 
choice - was eliminated from 
the list of top "offerors" by an 
independent evaluator. 

If enacted into law. SB 11-158 
would effectively ensure that 
Marubeni- Sithe is not able to get 
the project despite alleged insis
tence from some quarters. This 
will also boost Enron 
International 'schances. The com
pany, underCUC's earlier evalu
ation, lost to Marubeni-Si the by a 
slight margin. It was however 
ranked first by Burns & 
McDonnel. 

Reyes explained his bill would 

Pete P. Reyes 

allow for the construction of an 
expandable power plan tr starting 
from a capacityof30to 40 mega
watts. 

"The Legislature finds that 
(CUC), at considerable cost and 
for some time now, has been un
dergoing an RFP process for the 
construction of a new 80-mega
watt power plant. Until recently, 
CUC has consistently maintained 
that there is an urgent and critical 
need for this capacity," stated 
Reyes· bill. 

Reyes, in his bill, howevernoted 
that there has been "suggestions" 
made "lately" to "downsize the 
new plant" which would ''require 

Garment exodus by 2005 
cited as accurate estimate 

O~puty Director of NMC's Small Business Development Center Eric 
Plmske shows Rotanans presents the recently completed economic 
study for the CNMI yesterday al the Rotary Club's weekly meeting. 

By Marian A. Maraya 
Variety News Staff 
SMALL Business Develop

ment Center (SBDC) deputy di
rector Eric L. Plinske yesterday 
said the eventual pullout of gar
ment factories from Saipan as 
forecast in a recent CNMI eco
nomic study conducted by the 
Northern Marianas College 
(NMC) is an "accurate estimate." 

Such a finding had also been 
confirmed by Saipan Garment 
Manufacturers Association 
(SGMA) executive director Ri
chard Pierce. 

The study which is aimed at 
evaluating the impact of exist
ing development to industries 
predicted the total eradication of 
the garment industry by 2005. 

Plinske, who presented the 
study's executive summary at 
yesterday's Rotary Club weekly 
meeting, said the significant re
duction or total loss of the indus-
try is imminent. 

The garment manufacturing 
sector has rovided for some 

Photo by Marian A. Maraya 

economic diversification for the 
CNMI and currently represents 
the main source of income and 
employment, the study narrated. 

Despite this. the industry is 
generally expected to gradually 
phase out local operations be
tween now and 2005, findings 
show. 

The study further showed that 
all of the elements which cre
ated the unique advantage for 
the garment industry m·e at risk 
of changing over the next few 
years (i.e., low minimum wage, 
duty free access to U.S. mar
kets. and access to foreign la
bor). 

"This is the prediction and we 
need to prepare for that. .. we 
need to take it very seriously 
because although we have a tour
ism industry that's growing .. .it's 
not going very quickly," Plinske 
said. 

The study further stressed on 
the possible high and low sce
narios for the garment industry. 

Continued on page 22 

collapse of the existing RFP and 
begin the process anew." 

"The Legislature finds and de
clares that phased construction of 
(a power plant with) 80 mega
watts of generating capacity is 
consistent with the RFP issued by 
CUC and under which proposers 
are currently competing for a con
tract ... 

''Notwithstanding any regula
tion or other law, no procurement 
protest nor legal challenge may 
be brought or prosecuted based 
on a decision to award contract 
calling for a phased construction," 
stated Reyes' bill. 

The bill now goes to the House 
of Representatives. 

The Senate also passed at least 
three House bills that now goes to 
Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio for ap
proval. 

These include Rep. David M. 
Apatang's (R-Saipan) House Bill 
11-472 seeking the creation of a 
referral progr;m for returning 
CNMI students who have gradu
ated from college, or vocational 
and technical schools abroad; and 
Rep. Manuel A. Tenorio's (R
Saipan) House Bill l l-42, which 
seeks to prohibit cyanide fishing 
in commonwealth waters. 

Masood Karimipour 

By Jojo Dass 
Variety News Staff 

THE SENATE yesterday con
firmed the appointment of 
Masood Karimipour as Public 
Defender. 

In an interview, Senate Execu
tive Appointments and Govern
mental Investigations Chair 
David M. Cing (D-Tinian) said 
Karimipour'"is very much quali
fied" for the post. 

Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio nomi
nated Karimipour last month. 

Karimipour, who has been 
acting chief of the Public De
f enders' Office since June this 
year, had served as a public 
defender in New York City for 
eight years. 

American Civil Liberties Union 
where he worked on behalf of a 
prisoner who was falsely put in 
the death row. His team subse
quently was able to lift the 
prisoner's death sentence. 

Fourothernominations remain 
up for confirmation at the Senate. 

These are the appointment of 
former Board of Public Lands 
Chair Tomas B. Aldan as BPL 
member; Kimberly K. King as a 
memberofthe Northern Marianas 
College Board of Regents; Zania 
M. Fleming as a member of the 
Commonwealth Utilities Corp.'s 
Board of Directors and Pedro J. 
Igitol as BPL member represent
ing Carolinians. 

If confirmed Aldan and Igitol 
will serve a four-vearterm. while 
Fleming will finish the .remain
der of former Board member 
Edwin M. Hofschneider' s which 
is up to July 9, 2002. . 

King. if confirmed. will fill in 
post left vacant by. Helen H. 
Abaya.re up to Sept. 23. 2002. 

Cing said the Senate will con
firm the four appointees. 

'"There's no problem with 
them. (It is just that) they are too 
slow in submitting all the re
quired documents,:-; said Cing. 

Fund earns $51M in FY '99 
By Haidee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

THE NMI Retirement Fund's 
stock market investments climbed 
up by $51 million in fiscal year 
1999, bringing to $333.2 million 
its FYTD off-island assets, it was 
learned yesterday. 

Without a $1.2 million loss in 
September, however, the Fund 
could have realized a greater earn
ing for the closure of FY 1999. 

The $333,138,902 value of 
earnings still excludes the Fund 
investments funnelled on-island. 
Together, these tw·o sources com
prise the amount available for 
pensioners' benefits. 

Under the Fund's Investment 
Report for the month ending in 
Sept. 30, the FYTD profits grew 
by 17.98 percent amounting to 
$50,766,811, net of realized and 
unrealized appreciation. 

Equity markets had a difficult 
time in September, thereby post
ing negative returns for the third 
quarter. 

Small capitalization issues. as 
measured by Russell 2000, had a 
positive month returning +0.1 
percent but was also down -6.2 
percent for the quarter. 

Among the Fund's money man
agers, only Invesco Management 
and Research, Inc. posted a nega
tive return of -0.4 percent for the 
closure of FY 1999. September 
returns, however, are up + 1.07 
percent. 

Increased borrowing costs have 
not had a significant impact on 
credit growth. 

Merrill Lynch, the Fund's fi
nancial advisor, said the Federal 
Reserve can easily justify addi
tional interest rate hikes if the 
many factors that keep inflation 

in check (wage growth, energy 
prices, global liquidity, and the 
dollar valuation) continue to un
wind. 

'"Given this environment., our 
fixed income manager will find it 
more difficult to fi;d positive re
turns as it invests in interest-rate 
sensitive sectors," said the Fund. 
referring to Merrill Lynch's state
ment. 

Atalanta posted an FYTD earn
ing of $21 million ending Sept. 
30, 1999. Provident followed with 
$12 million and Renaissance with 
11 million. 

Invesco Asia ranked fourth with 
$4 million. while Credit Suisse 
Asset Management came in next 
with $3 million earnings. 

G.D. Bjurman and Associates 
posted $437,901 earnings. and 
Invesco Management a~d Re
search had $46.853. 

G~v. Pedro P. Tenorio greets Ms. Hetty and Jollibee during the mascots' courtesy visit yesterday on Capitol 
~ ~~~~~ 
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2 men charged for Senate honors McPhetres 

I 

not paying their bill 

$5.00 BARGAIN MATINEES 
Before 6 P.M. • MON. • FRI. 

BEFORE 3:30 P.M. SAT., SUN. & HOL 

iilin"iii· All DIGITAlSOUND ()[JI DOUIT I 
~ STADJUM-SEATING :IJ~~a~:u~•~ 
\Vcdncsday, December 8, 1999 

SUPERSTAR ~-
2:15 • 4:45 • 7:15 • 9:45 Nl-13 

Mary Katherine Gallagher Comedy 

DOUBLE JEOPARDY r-trn 
2:00 • 4:30 • 7:30 • 10:00 

B 
Asley Judd Suspense 

TOY STORY 2 rw, 
2:00 • 4:30 • 7:00 • 9:30 Pll-13 

Walt Disney Animated 

Steep~ H ib'11 
2:30 • 5:00, 7:30, 10:15 

Johnny Depp Action Thriller 

THE WoRw IS Nor ENOUGH r.td 
2:15 • 5:00, 7:45 • 10:30 

Pierce Brosnan 

THE Sb((H SENSE 
2:00 4:45, 7:15, 9:45 

Bruce Willis 

PG-13 

Drama Suspens 

~ 
l'G 13 

Drama Suspense 

House on Haunted Hillr\"r?i 
2:30 • 7:30 R 

Suspense Horror 

/JNfA/TllfUL WIFE ~· 
4:45, 10:15 NB 

Ian Veneracion • Patricia Havier 
24 HRS SHOWTIME INFO :234-9000 

By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

THE ATTORNEY General's 
Office has charged two men 
who allegedly tried to run 
away from a night club with
out paying their bills and dam
aged a police vehicle. 

Rodney lyar Domei and Ken 
Dowai Tegita, both 22 years 
old, were charged with theft 
of services and assault. 

In addition, Domei was 
charged with criminal mis
chief. 

According to the complaint 
filed by Assistant Attorney 
General Marvin J. Williams, 
Domei and Tegita avoided 
paying several beverages and 
food they ordered at Benny's 
Place in Tanapag last Thurs
day. 

The defendants "did offer 
with the threat of force and 
violence to strike, beat, wound 
and otherwise do bodily harm 
to Police Officer Raymond 
Pangelinan.'" 

D~mei also then allegedly 
kicked and smashed a rear 
window of Department of Pub
lic Safety's patrol vehicle. 
causing damage. 

Investigation showed that 
the two defendants refused to 
pay their bills amounting to 
S332 at Benny's Place. 

The defendants were spot
ted by Benny's Place employ
ees trying to run away from 
the bathroom window of the 
establishment. 

San Vicente Market 
Al AAIIIA A11• A a I II ••••••••••••••••• •••••• . . .... ..... . ......... . 
•-• 11,11••• 11111 ,u1 r ... ......... ..... ··-· . VIIVVll 111 V VI VI 11111 

Dec. 8 -·19, 1999 · ·. -

·.•.;1tllilllf liATilil·r 
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WRAPPINIJ MACHINE 
MEAl.CUTTER MACHINE· 
·· ·· sMjliE§··.•.·-·· ····· •. ii°cALE 

. ··- .. )' . - ' ., 

FREEZER ___ -. 
- .. ' . -..... ~. ...,,..,,.~. 

and a lot more ... 
·. SPACE :sENfAL .' 

' • C . • 

Con.tact: lVl_'.rs. ·.1ou . 
· TeI.· 235-1191 

NMC and Senate officials join retired NMC President Agnes McPhetres 
for a photo after the latter received a Senate resolution in recognition 
of her years of seNice. Photo by Rene P. Acosta 

By Rene P. Acosta 
Variety News Staff 

THE SENA TE yesterday passed 
a resolution acknowledging the 
accomplishments and pioneer
ing efforts of former Northern 
Marianas College President 
Agnes McPhetres to CNMI edu
cation. 

Senate President Paul A. 
Manglona led the ceremonies pre
senting McPhetres a resolution 
for many years of government 
service, especially in putting the 
college to where it is now. 

McPhetres officially retired 
from office last week. 

"I am glad that they have recog-

nized me and honored my ac
complishments," said McPhetres 
after receiving the recognition. 

The resolution was read and 
handed to McPhetres by Sen
ate Floor Leader Pete P. Reyes. 
The re.tired president was 
joined by college officials 
headed by NMC Board of Re
gents Chairman Ramon G. 
Villagomez and College Vice 
President Jack Sablan. 

McPhetres started her career 
in education in 1956 as a teacher 
at the Mount Carmel School. 
After a short stint as school prin
cipal outside the CNMI, she re
turned to the Commonwealth and 
started her career in government, 
until she was appointed to NMC. 
· McPhetres retired from the 

. college at the age of 55. 
Apart from her involvement 

in promoting education, 
McPhetres was also an active 
member of civic and business 
organizations such as the Saipan 
Chamber of Commerce and the 
Saipan Rotary Club. 

CNMI takes part in Spain heritage conference 
A THREE-person delegation 
representing the Common
wealth government recently at
tended the Hispano Asia-Pacific 
Cultural Conference in 
Valladolid, Spain. 

The aims of the conference, 
sponsored by the Spanish Min
istry of Education and Culture, 
were to identify and strengthen 
shared elements of Hispanic 
culture in the Pacific area. 

The Northern Marianas del
egation was headed by Joseph 
P. Deleon Guerrero who repre
sented the Commonwealth Mu
seum of History and Culture. 
The other delegates were Scott 
Russell, from the Division of 
Historic Preservation and Rob
ert Hunter, representing the 
Commonwealth Council for 
Arts and Culture . 

Additional delegations also 
participated including the Re
public of the Philippines, the 
Republic of Belau, the Feder
ated States of Micronesia and 
Guam. 

All delegates represented ju
risdictions that had undergone 

varying degrees of Spanish in
fluence beginning in the mid
l 500s. 

The heart of the conference, 
which ran from 14 to 17 No
vember, consisted of three work
ing sessions during which visit
ing delegations and the Spanish 
ministry exchanged positions on 
the matter of Hispanic culture. 

Visiting delegations also were 
able to identify common ele
ments of Hispanic cultural traits 
which were particularly marked 
among the Philippines, North
ern Marianas and Guam. 

The working session re
sulted in the "Valladolid Dec
laration" that recognized "the 
importance of increasing pub
lic awareness and preserving 
shared tangible and intangible 
heritage through the use of 
modern technology and pur
posive action.'' 

Attached to the Declaration 
was a listing of specific areas to 
be addressed by the various con
ference participants. 

These included the identifi
cation and preservation of 

Spanish-era architecture, the 
exchange of artifacts and other 
cultural objects, exchanging 
historical documentation held 
in various archives, promot
ing the study of music and 
languages, among others. 

According to Guerrero, the 
Commonwealth stands to ben
efit from the Valladolid Dec
laration, particularly in the 
areas of architectural assis
tance, artifact and archives 
exchanges and lang!lage stud
ies. 

"I ant1c1pate working 
closely with the Ministry· of 
Education and Culture in these 
areas," Guerrero said. 

In addition to the working 
session, the conference also 
featured visits to historic sites 
in the cities of Valladolid, 
Madrid and Segovia that were 
significant to historical events 
in the Pacific area. 

Also held was a flag raising 
ceremony that marked the cen
tennial of Spain's loss of her 
Micronesian colonial posses
sions. 

Heads of delegations including the NMl's Joseph P. DL. Guerrero (left) sign the Valladolid Declaration. 
Looking on are the Spanish Ambassador to the Philippines and Ministry of Education and Culture officials. 
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Land issues high on 
Guerrero's agenda 

BOE:.Drop Taisacan suit 
By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

THE BOARD of Elections has 
moved to drop the lawsuit filed by 
write-in candidate Juanita M. 
Taisacan who challenged the fi
nal results for the Board of Edu
cation (BOE) Rota representative 
race. 

miss Taisacan's complaint with
out prejudicefor alleged insuffi
ciency of process and service, and 
lack of personal jurisdiction. 

AGO in the Board's motion to 
dismiss filed Monday pointed out 
that the summons directed to the 
Board is fatally defective as is 
does not bear the seal of the c.ourt. 

By Jojo Dass 
Variety News Staff 

SENATOR-elect Ramon S. 
Guerrero has land issues "high" 
qn his agenda. 

Guerrero said he will work on 
establishing alleged cases of 
land grabbing and the priorities set 
by the Division of Public Lands in 
granting homestead applications. 

"I like to dig as far back as I can. 
I like to find out (cases involving) 
some of our elderly who have al
ready passed away and their lands ... 
taken (without compensation), or 
taken in such a way that it is given 
to other people. Oh yes, (land is
sues) are going to be high on my 
agenda," said Guerrero. 

The Reform party stalwart, who 
defeated Gov. PedroP. Tenorio's 
brother, Sen. Juan P. Tenorio (R
Saipan) in last month's midterm 
elections, also alleged there have 

Ramon S. Guerrero 

been cases involving well-to-do 
families on Saipan who still man
aged to get homesteads while 
those in the lower-income bracket 
have their applications pending 
for some time. 

"I want to find out how the lot is 
taken. Who is responsible. Who 
are given favoritism on the home-

stead program. I want to look into 
how they (DPL officials) estab
lish eligibility (of applicants)," 
said Guerrero. 

Guerrero alleged "there are 
families that are well-off on 
Saipan... that have homestead 
while others that are on line for 
many, many years are still await
ing (homesteads)." 

"I just want to be fair. What 
belongs to the family belongs to 
the family," he said. 

Guerrero said he is also looking 
into pending land compensation 
claims by owners who have por
tions of their properties taken by 
government for public use with
out receiving payment. 

Public Lands Director Bertha 
Leon Guerrero was on leave yes
terday and could not be reached 
for comments on the elected 
senator's allegations. 

The Attorney General's Office 
(AGO), on behalf of the Board, 
asked the Superior Court to dis-

Taisacan failed to serve the 
Attorney General and the Board 

Continued on page 22 

Cop catches 2 Susupe burglars 
By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

PO LICE arrested two of three sus
pected burglars who allegedly 
broke into a vehicle and a house 
in Susupe Monday before dawn. 

Lucas T. Manglona, 22, and 
Steve R. Aguon, 20, were charged 
with two counts of burglary, one 
count of theft, and one count of 
attempted theft. 

Associate Judge Timothy H. 
Bellas yesterday agreed to release 
the defendants to third party cus-

todians on$ I 0,000 cash bail. 
Accordingtothecomplaintfiled 

by Assistant Attorney General 
Nicole Forelli, the defendants 
"unlawfully entered a vehicle be
longing to Gary Cayetano with 
the intention of...committing a 
theft." 

The defendants then took the 
victim's wallet and its contents 
and keys in the vehicle.' 

The defendants also allegedly 
entered into Cayetano 's house and 

Continued on page 22 

Senator Reyes def ends Manila, 
Japan trips as necessary moves STANFORD RESORT HOTEL 

SAN VICENTE HILL• SAIPAN 

$29.00/Night 

Pete P. Reyes 

By Jojo Dass 
Variety News Staff 

SENATE Floor Leader Pete P. 
Reyes (R-Saipan) yesterday de
fended his recent trips to Manila 
and Japan, saying both were nec
essary moves meant to revive the 
commonwealth's economy. 

Takin£ the Floor during a Sen
ate scssi~n. Reyes also chided the 
Variety for coming up with opin
ion columns criticizing govern
ment officials going on junket 
despite repeated calls for auster- · 
itv measures. 

···1 can only hope for. and I know 
we cannot expect, fair and unbi
ased editorials as we (try to find a 
solution to our pressing prob
lems)," said Reyes. 

"In order to make money, you 
have to spend money. Spending 
requires priority. My priority is 
still the scholarship and the medi
cal referral programs," he added. 

Reyes said obtaining money to 
fund the programs can also be 
done by increasing flights into the 
Northern Marianas as well as the 
tourist arrivals. 

Reyes said he joined the avia
tion task force's Manila trip late 
last month as he has "always been 
concerned about (the CNMI's) 
airline situation." 

The rnsk force, joined by key 
officials of the Republic of Palau 
and Air Nauru, met with the Phil
ippin;: Airlines supposedly to fi
nalize a pact that would reopen 
the Manila-Palau-Saipan route. 

However, the delegations went 
home empty-handed as Air Nauru 
still has to sign a agreement with 
PAL allowing them landing rights 
at the Ninoy Aquino International 
Airport. 

Reyes stressed that the trip, 
though "inconclusive," was able 
to "advance our goal to increase 
awareness on our need (for more 
flights)." 

Besides, he said, he was only 
asked by Senate Vice President 
Thomas P. Villagomez (R
Saipan) who was originally slated 
for the trip but had to cancel it due 
to personal matters. 

Reyes also said the trip by a 

CNMI delegation to Japan was 
"extremely important" as it "re
quired highly visible presence of 
key officials." 

An I I -man panel, led by Gov. 
Pedro P. Tenorio, went to Japan to 
attend a three-day conference of 
members of the Japan Associa
tion Travel Agents (JATA) from 
Nov. 30. 

"Commitment from ranking 
government officials is very im
portant to the Japanese. This is not 
only elementary but essential (as 
well) for government (officials) 
to assist in increasing visitor ar
rivals. We have to sell theCNMI," 
said Reyes: 

• Largest Twin Bedrooms 
• 24 Hour Hot Water 
• Sp1Hircon 
• Swimming Pool 
• Cable lV 
• Cleanest Rooms 

. One Month : $499 
2 weeks: s300 

(With Kitchenette and Daily Hotel Service) 
Dinner B.B.Q BUFFET 

(Fridays & Saturdays 7 -9 PM) Tel: (670) 235-8500/4 • Fax: (670) 235-3042 

PACIFIC FINANCIAL CORP. 
P.O. Box 501657, Garapan, Saipan, CNMI MP 96950 Tel: (670) 234-5706/8615 Fax: (670) 234-3517 

"You're First In All We Do" 

Are you ready for the New Millennium? 
We aure! with an Investment Note just for you! 

MINIMUM (EXAMPLE OF INVESTMENT) 

RATE TERM INVES,TMENT AMT XTERM = INTERESTE EARNED TOTAL {ESTIMATED) I LOANS 
7.38%APR 3M0S $1000 $ 50,000 X 90 days = $ 909.66 $50,909.86 

INSURANCE $25,000 X 90 days ... $ 454.93 $25,454.93 I 

$10,000X 90 days .. $181.97 $10,181.97 
I INVESTMENTS 

7.88% 6M0S $1000 $50,000 X 180 days= $1,943.01 $51,943.01 
OFFICE HOURS: $25,000 X 180 days= S 971.51 $25,971.51 

$10,000 X 180 days= S 388.60 $10,388.60 MON • THU 8:30 AM • 4:30 PM 
FR! • 9:30 AM - 5:30 PM 

8.25% 12 MOS $ 500 $50,000 x 12mos = $4,125.00 $54,125.00 CLOSED SAT & SUN & HOLIDAYS 
$ 25,000X 12 mos = $2,062.50 $27,062.50 
$ 10,000 X 12 mos = $ 825.00 $10,825.00 WEBSITE: 

8.75% 18 MOS S 100 $ 50,000 X 18 mos .. $ 6,556.51 $56,556.51 http://pacificfinancialcorp.mp 
$ 25,000 X 18 mos .. $ 3,278.25 $28,278.25 

E-MAIL US AT: $10,000 X 18 mos = $1,311.30 $11,311.30 

$ 50,000 X 30 mos. = · $11,243.82 $61,243.82 
ecamacho@pacificfinancialcorp.com 

9.00% 30 MOS $ 100 mpalacios@pacificfinancialcorp.com 
$ 25,000 X 30 mos ~. $5,621.91 $30,621.91 
$10,000 X 30 mos ;,; $2,248.76 $12,248.76 LOCATED IN THE CABRERA 

• Rates subject to change without nolice 'Must be CNMI Resident CENTER,GARAPAN 

"PFC: Your Friend in the Financial & Insurance Business" ·Not FDIC Insured 
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Look into it 
FINALLY, someone among our legislators noticed the glaring contrast 
between the independent evaluation report on the bids submitted forthe 
$120 million power project, and the dogged support given by certain 
quarters to a bidder that didn't even place fifth in that report's ranking 
of the proposals. · 

Indeed, such is the stench emanating from this particular procurement 
that it even reached Washington, D.C., crinkling the noses of key U.S. 
lawmakers, among them Ho~se Majority Whip Tom DeLay (R-Texas). 

Like Mr. DeLay and his colleagues, CNMI taxpayers, no doubt, 
would be very interested to learn more about the "disturbing reports" 
ree:arding the Commonwealth Utilities Corp. 's (CUC) methods and 
actions that provoked numerous protests from bidders. 

They would want to know what led to the crucial decision of the CUC 
board in May I 997 to cancel a contract for an A&E evaluation of the 
power plant. Why, for instance, didn't the board heed the advice of one 
of its managers who had said that "spending a few hundred thousand 
dollars on technical and legal expertise [in the evaluation of the bid 
proposals] will save millions of dollars in the long run." 

As early as Sept. 1998, moreover. the Office of the Public Auditor had 
already noted that "Questions about the technical expertise of the 
evaluators [the CUC board and its selection committee] and CUC's 
non-responsiveness to thi., concern raise doubt as to the propriety and 
objectivity of the evaluation of the proposals which ... strengthens our 
conclusion that [CUC's] evaluation was flawed." 

What exactly is in the bid protest that was sealed indefinitely? And 
what did the Attorney General's Office find out about the statements 
made in an affidavit signed by the wife of a ranking CUC official? 

Senate Floor Leader Pete P. Reyes (R-Saipan) is right. There should 
be a joint House-Senate oversight investigation of this issue. However, 
lawmakers who have, at one time or another, expressed support for a 
particular bidder in this project should not serve on the fact-finding 
panel. The Office of the Public Auditor, of course, should be asked to 
assist the panel, and half of this group's members should come from the 
minority parties. 

More important, the participation of the Federal Bureau ofinvestiga
tion should be sought. 

This oversight investigation should produce more th;m the usual 
cliche-ridden political sound bites that have marked similar hearings. 

The integrity of the CNMI procurement process and the continued 
support of this government's political allies in Washington, D.C. are at 
stake in this issue involving $120 million of taxpayers money. 

How to avoid junkets 
WHEN the local community is repeatedly being told that there is ·.·not 
enough" funding for several crucial public services, elected officials 
who go on off-island trips paid by taxpayers should expect to be asked 
this question: 

If vou are concerned about locating funding for, say, scholarships and 
medical referrals, why not pay for your own airline tickets and accom
modations? 

After all, the ··benefits" to the CNMI from such trips could only be 
"reaped;' if at all, in a hypothetical future. In contrast, college students 
need financial assistance right now. 

Indeed, we believe that the government's off-island travel expenses 
since Jan. 1998 would have gone a long way in funding certain public 
services. 

Which is why the Variety will, this week, invoke the Freedom of 
Information Act to get the travel expense records of government 

Rafael H. Arroyo 
Zaldy Dandan 
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WASHINGTON MERRY-GO-ROUND 

Tipper 
WASHINGTON - Second lady for nearly 

seven years, Mary Elizabeth Aitcheson Gore, 
says she will not be involved too extensively in 
policy issues if her husband takes the Oval 
Office. 

Nicknamed "Tipper" by her mother after her 
favorite lullaby, "Tippy Tippy Tin," Tipper is 
known as the life - and the secret weapon-:
in Team Gore. 

Tipper has gone to pains recently to persuade 
America that her husband is not a wooden 
caricature, referring to him as a "tiger," "play
ful" and a "live wire." Al Gore considers her 
the life of the party. Playful and outgoing, she 
has been prodding her husband for 29 years of 
marriage to loosen up. While he is known for 
his stoicism, she is comfortable in the center of 
a group of strangers, or in a homeless shelter, 
or on the stage at a conference on mental health. 

Her debut as a political leader was the White 
House mental health conference she organized 
this past summer. She turned her attentions to 
this issue after disclosing her own battle with 
clinical depression. She succumbed to depres
sion after her son, Albert, nearly died in a car 
accident in 1989, though she didn't seek help 
due to the stigma attached to mental illness. 
She decided to publicize her experience to 
erase that stigma, she says. At the podium, 
Tipper appeared relaxed and even unpolished, 
interrupting her prepared speech more than a 
few times to wink at a friend, wave or mouth 
.the word, "hi." 

She prides herself on "keeping it real." She 
says her post as second lady has "no job de
scription, no pay, no career path and limited 
opportunities for promotion." She is a 51-year
old mother of four and grandmother of one who 
only dispenses advice when asked. She insists 
her full-time job isn't fund raising for her 
husband, though she has been doing quite a bit 
of that lately,. Nor is it as the champion for the 
homeless, poor or mentally ill, though she has 

organized relief and awareness efforts during 
her tenure as the woman behind the vice presi
dent. She declares that her day job is keeping 
her family together, which includes her chil
dren and two aging parents who live in Wash
ington, D.C. 

The Gores had a very apple pie courtship. 
They met at his high school graduation in Wash
ington, D.C., in the Spring of 1965. She was 
16, he was 17. Both claim the attraction was 
instant. They would keep in touch through the 
years, while he went to Harvard and she to 
Boston University. In 1970, they married in 
Tennessee, and both began working as journal
ists in Nashville. In 1976, Gore abruptly an
nounced his intention to run for Congress. He 
won, and she ditched her photo-journalism ca
reer for the 1 i fc of a mother and Washington 
wife. 

Tipper grew up in Northern Virginia: a girl 
scout, a drummer in a rock band called the 
"Wild Cats" and a party girl - though she 
"knew when to say when." Her father was a 
plumbing and heating supplies dealer who di
vorced her mother when she was 4. The only 
child, she was raised by her mother and grand
parents. Her interest in mental health grew 
from watching her mother battle with the dis
ease that kept her on medication for years and 
put her in the hospital twice. 

Tipper is best known for her work in the 80s 
battling the recording industry. After hearing 
the sexually explicit lyrics of the Prince song 
"Darling Nikki," she co-founded Parent's Mu
sic Resources Center, with bipartisan support 
from wives of congressmen and senators. But 
she was attacked for promoting censorship. 
Frank Zappa, an aging rocker, called her and 
her cohorts "cultural terrorists." 

Tipper eventually won: Records are reviewed 
for lyrical content, and if the lyrics are explicit 
they are labeled with a Parental Advisory. 

She is no longer a member of the group. 
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ANALYSIS 

Seattle WTO failure seen· 
bad for Asia 

TOKYO (Reuters) - Asia might be pleased that Western na
tions couldn't call all the shots at world trade talks in Seattle, but 
the high-profile failure to launch a new free trade round is 
basically bad news for the region. 

· That's because what Asian economies need most is better 
access to more markets to ensure future growth, economists say. 

'"What is most important (for Asia) is market access and 
market liberalization, including as a way to boost their own 
efficiency," said Taiyo Suzuki, a senior economist at the Japan 
Research Institute. 

"In that sense, most Asian countries' interests are closer to 
those of the developed countries," he added. "'The breakdown is 
being viewed negatively by most of Asia." 

World trade ministers failed on Friday to launch a new round 
of global trade liberalization after a four-day meeting beset by 
deep divisions and protests from opponents to free trade. 

Economists said regional efforts to free up trade were likely to 
continue, but that without the tailwind of the global talks, such 
efforts would achieve slower results. 

Regional efforts "are all voluntary and consensual and the 
most sensitive issues are subject to opt-outs," said one Western 
economist specializing in Asia. "But if the WTO is too fraught, 
it may be that frameworks easier to agree to get a new wind." 

Reasons cited for the stalemate at Seattle were legion. 
Among them - a standoff over agriculture between the Euro

pean Union and Japan on one side and exporters such as the 
United States and the 18-member Cairns Group on the other; a 
U.S. push to link labor standards and trade; and Washington's 
refusal to renegotiate WTO anti-dumping rules, which let it 
impose punitive duties on foreign goods it deems sold at less 
than production cost. 

The talks also revealed a fundamental fault line between 
developing and advanced nations, with the former complaining 
that the big powers - the United States, Japan and Europe -
were hogging the benefits of liberalization for themselves. 

"Developing countries have been complaining about the fact 
that they liberalized .a lot under the Uruguay Round but ad
vanced nations have not," said Masaru Yoshitomi, dean of the 
Asian Development Bank Institute. 

''They feel cheated ... It's very bad for the long-run standing of 
the WTO," Yoshitomi added. 

Others echoed that view. 
''Those outside the building were saying that the whole pro

cess was leading in the wrong direction, but those inside were 
disagreeing over the division of the spoils rather than the direc
tion," said one Western economist specializing in Asia. 

Malaysia, which said it wanted to iron out problems in the 
Uruguay Round before launching a new round, predictably shed 
no tears at the Seattle failure. 

''America's insistence on bringing labor and environmental 
issues into the WTO agenda is another devious attempt to usher 
protectionism through the back door," said an editorial in 
Malaysia's New Straits Times newspaper on Sunday. 

But Indian officials and analys.ts said India and other develop
ing nations stand to lose in a big way from the deadlock. 

'"The immediate reaction may be that attempts to link trade to 
social causes were blocked successfully. But in the long run, we 
are going to suffer," said Mohammed Saqub, an academic who 
is also an adviser to the Commerce Ministry. 

The stalemate in Seattle also threatens to delay China's long
sought entry into the WTO by strengthening the hand of U.S. 
labor and environmental groups pushing Congress to reject a 
landmark administration trade deal with Beijing. 

China itself kept an official silence on the debacle, with 
leading state dailies quoting Foreign Trade Minister Shi 
Guangsheng as saying his meetings in Seattle would speed up 
talks with the European Union and others who had yet to 
complete WTO pacts with Beijing. 

Perhaps most worrying, the Seattle failure has left Asia won
dering who can lead the way now that Washington's leadership 
and free trade credentials are in doubt. 

Said ADB lnstitute's Yoshitomi: "I really wonder why, with 
the dynamic U.S. economic performance, they couldn't show 
that international leadership." 

"The problem is always that free trade leadership should come 
from one dominant country and if that is lacking, it is really a 
problem for the world economy." 
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William L. Flood, MD 
Pediatrics, Saipan Health Center 

• A 'Flood' of 
1nedical info 

Medicine for Travelers 
LIVING in the Pacific we are exposed to dis
eases the rest of the world has never seen. In 
addition, families travel from here to parts of 
Asia and Oceania where even more exotic ill
ness may be found. 

Families frequently want advice on things to 
do to keep everyone healthy. Here are some 
suggestions. 

The number one cause of death or "illness" 
for travelers is accidents, especially automo
bile accidents. Driving and drivers may seem 
bad here, but anyone who travels to other coun
tries will realize that things can always be 
worse! So use rental cars with safety belts and 
bring along your own car seat for infants and 
toddlers. 

The second most common accident is drown
ing. Watch your children, all the time. 

And the third leading cause of illness or 
death in travelers is medications that have been 
left at home! Things like asthma inhalers, 
blood pressure medicine or insulin. Important 
medicines like these should always be packed 
in your carry-on baggage in case your checked 
luggage is lost or delayed. 

So we are already down to the number four 
cause before we get to anything '"exotic." 

Diarrhea is the most common infection trav
elers endure. So-called "traveler's diarrhea" is 
usually caused by a bacteria which we catch 
from unclean water, or uncooked fruits or veg-
etab0les. -

Adults can sometimes prevent these infec
tions with a daily medication from your physi
cian, but these are not usually given to chil
dren. Most of the time children will get over 
the diarrhea if you give them plenty to drink. If 
there is vomiting, then clear liquids are best 
(not milk or formula). Take along some of the 

. FEATURE: 

powdered "ORS" packets to mix up a safe 
solution (you can usually get these at the hos
pital pharmacy), or take along some of the 
bottled solutions (like Pedialyte® or Infalyte®). 
If there is no vomiting milk and formula can 
usually be continued. 

Malaria is a common and deadly problem in 
many parts of the world, including many Pa
cific islands and Asian countries. Medications 
are available to prevent malaria, and are safe 
for children and pregnant or nursing women. 
These medications must be started one to two 
weeks before the trip and be continued up to 
four weeks after the trip to be most effective. 
In addition, the choice of medication will vary 
depending on where you will be traveling, so 
an early visit to your doctor is important. 

Immunizations are also important. Polio 
and measles, along with other vaccine-pre
ventable diseases, are still common in some 
places. Be sure these "routine" shots are up to 
date. 

In addition, there are sometimes special 
shots needed depending on your itinerary. 
Yellow Fever is uncommon, but some coun
tries require this shot which can only be given 
at a few centers in any country. Japanese 
encephalitis and cholera shots are not rou
tinely given because of their side effects. 
Hepatitis A shots (a series of two) is much 
nicer, and longer lasting, than the old shots of 
gamma globulin which needed to be repeated 
every three months. 

All in all, it isn't that much, but it takes 
advance planning. Be sure to visit your doctor 
at least three to four months before a planned 
trip to be sure all of these shots and medica
tions will be up to date before your departure.· 

Then have a wonderful, and healthy, trip. 

Protesters released, residents come 
to grips with WTO-related violence 

SEATTLE (AP)-J oe Martinez, a self-described 
materialist who had barely heard of the World 
Trade Organization until last week, found him
self joining its opponents in a vigil outside the 
county jail. 

"My whole life I've been about money and 
myself and my dlrs 800 stereo," he said Sunday as 
his Chevy Malibu blasted hip-hop to entertain 
protesters angry at their colleagues' detention. 

"I came down because I saw people getting 
beaten up and tear gassed on TV," the 20-year-old 
mechanic said. Martinez said he was converted to 
the protesters' cause once he heard their concerns 
over the impact of free trade on the environment 
and human and labor rights. 

Those arrested continued to trickle out of jai 1 
Sunday. No more than 50 people of the more than 
500 arrested last week were still awaiting release. 

Meanwhile, a candlelight vigil was h;ld in the 
Capitol Hill neighborhood where citizens had 
been gassed along with demonstrators during a 
police crackdown following window smashing 
and looting downtown on Tuesday. 

Activists Sunday were declaring victory over 
the WTO. Delegates had failed to reach agree
ment on an agenda for new round of global trade 
talks - exactly the outcome "No New Round" 
demonstrators demanded. 

"This victory has wildly surpassed all our ex
pectations," said Jeremy Simer of People for Fair 

Trade, a local group formed to help coordinate 
WTO opposition. 

"People all over the world recognized the op
portunity to focus everyone's energy on stopping 
one of a handful of international organizations 
that's chipping away at our dcmocr;tic institu
tions." 

A number of activist groups have alleged mis
treatment at the hands of arresting and jail offic
ers. Direct Action Network, an umbrella group 
for activists, said all of those arrested would seek 
full jury trials. 

City officials did not immediately return a call 
for comment. 

Assistant Police Chief Ed Joiner defended the 
midweek crackdown and denied that officers over
all were too aggressive in their tactics. 

"If you 're asking for perfection from a law 
enforcement officer, then you 're not talking about 
a human being," he said. noting that there were 
more than l ,000 officers on the street, and any 
who did ''cross the line" would be investigated. 

Shoppers returned in force over the weekend to 
a downtown that had been mostly boarded up and 
blocked by police a week ago. Just as in the 
previous week, they saw police blocking inter
sections Sunday while hundreds of people ran 
through the streets in stocking caps. 

This time, though, it was for the city's "Jingle 
Bell Run." 

• 
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Micronesian tourism sees sleeping giant 

Chinese inarket targeted 
By Haidee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

MICRONESIAN islands will be 
sending the first-ever regional 
tourism sales mission to China 
next year in anticipation of an 
outbound travel boom in the said 
emerging market. the Pacific Asia 
Travel Association (PAT A) dis
closed during yesterday's leg of 
their quarterly membership meet
ing. 

This move. however. will be 
pursued with caution given the 
cu1Tent immigration restrictions 
imposed by different island in the 

region among China nationals. 
Sharon Hannaford.PAT A man

aging director-Pacific, said islands 
comprising PAT A wi II person
ally entice travel agents and indi
vidual consumers in China in 
April 2000 to come to the region, 
warding offears Micronesia may 
not get a considerable market 
share once China's outbound 
travel booms in Year 2005 as pro
jected. 

"We have to lay the ground
work now. We can't wait until 
they suddenly start travelling and 
not educated about the industry . 

December 8, 1999 
We sell all West Mar.irie products 

@ low, low/prices 
• Boat Parts • Boat Accessories • Boat Supplies 

. -~. . .· . 

We do boat engine service af a very reasonable .service charge 

We do catalog orders as fast.& quic~lyJor 3-4 days only 
·-. • • ·- •'<>•,, •• 

Located in Lower 13ase 
Tel. No. 323-4989 

Fax 323-4988 
Open Daily: 9:00AM-6:00PM 

AN 
PRO LEI. 

} Call the Problem 
Solvers. Our 
Pest Control 
Specialists are 
trained in the art of 
customer satisfaction. 

Call 235-3041 
for prompt 
service today! 

. . They claim that in the Year 
2005 outbound market will be 
astronomical for China so it is just 
laying the ground work in ad
vance,'" said Hannaford. 

As to existing immigration re
strictions imposed on China na
tionals, the PAT A official said 
recommendations are currently 
being worked out. 

John Heather, PATA-
Micronesia acting vice chairman, 
said the group is also concerned 
with immigration issues that may 
arise once the Chinese market is 
fully tapped. 

"'There's a legitimate concern 
from the community, that these 
Chinese will work here and stay. 
So again when we deal with the 
Chinese market, we still have to 
be very careful, take it step by 
step and see how it develops as 
nothing develops overnight," said 
Heather in a separate interview. 

By FerdledeJaTorre 
Variety News ;;taff 

ATTORNEYPedrh M. Atalig 
accused acting . Attorney Gen .. 
e1".il Maya Kara ilil~ her other 
co-defendants of usingtheircon
siderable influence JO prevent 
former Senate President Juan S. 
Demapa11 and business partner 
from proceeding in their law
suit. 

Atalig, counsel for Demapan, 
in court papers filed yesterday 
said the behavior of defendants 
(Kara and other persons) has 
shown that they have no inten
tion of cooperating in the "dis
covery process." 

"In fact, the Office of the At
torney Genera[-'-both civil and 
criminal division-are being 
used to prevent plaintiffs from 

With a middle class starting to 
develop in China which is eco
nomically and politically evolv
ing, Heather said travel becomes 
stronger. 

The Micronesian region, he 
said, is also well-prepared for the 
full tapping of the Chinese mar
ket. 

"If they want to go to America 
in a Pacific island ... we have 
unique products, we have Hard 
Rocks, DFS, as well as beautiful 
sandy beaches. Our products are 
very attractive to them." said 
Heather. 

China has always been touted 
as a very huge tourism market of 
1.4 billion population that is just 
beginning to be developed, he 
added. 

"'At this point it's all about net
working, becoming involved with 
certain outbound tour operators 
there," said Heather. 

· pursuing their right to discpvery ·· 
and!() proceed· irrthislitiga!:ion," 
Atalig saicL · 
· · Demaparfarid C:lieung PingYin · · 

filed•a$5-rrullioiifawsµitagairist 
Kara and other persons over an 
11HegediHegal. ariestdiirfog_.a raid 
af their/'legitirnate"• gambling 
.establishment iri Garapan. 

. AGO then filed acrin:iinal case 
charging Deinapan aridYin along 
with other persons with illegal 
gambling activity: 

Atalig.aske<l the court to sanc
tion the defendants after nobody 
from them showed up during a 
scheduleddepositionyet they filed 
a protective order after that inci
dent. 

AGO has asserted that sanc
tions may not be awarded be
cause the plaintiff must first file~ 

He also pointed out that the 
CNMI currently has a lot more 
potential for tapping the Chi
nese market with the inexistence 
of a visa requirement unlike in 
Guam. 

Guam is asking the U.S. Con
gress to waive visa requirernents · 
for China nationals, as well as to 
Philippine nationals. The CNMI, 
for its part, requires authoriza
tions to board for China nation
als. 

PATA currently has 150 mem
bers. 

The PATA-Micronesia Chap
ter quarterly meetings bring to
gether representatives from dif
ferent private and public travel 
agencies all over Micronesia to 
share information regarding their 
respective promotional activities 
and to address common problems 
affecting the regional tourism in
dustry. 

•.•• II1otion tt5tpmpe14iscti{~ryppp( 
(() tne.re(jui:~t for sµch rourtac: 
tio.n,.·._........ >'·,········i.) Ji / < \ >\••·r·· 
· .. 1nresponse,.A.taligpoi11ttl40Ht. 

•·'that·thereis.-n<> ileei:lto hayean 
order t& compel si:nce the c,ourt 
had afre#dy issued an order re; 

·'·gardinglhe.lep<jsitio11;,¢hel1,ulll. 
· AtaligsaidJ\,ssis~tAU:()rney. 
Qeneral . L¢slie payjd Sbse~. 
-counse1·•xoi:•.'thf•detendants.· 
claim~d that he Illisciilindared 
the depositions despite three to 
four notices that he received. 
···"This isharcltobeli,;:ve inlight 

of.•.me continuing correspqnc 
dences. Even assuming that Mr. 
Sosebee had misca!eridared the 

. date, there js no reasori to wait7 
days before filing a motion fqr 
protective order, It was obvi 

.. Continued on page 22 

Bishops' conference .on Saipan 
aims at advancing faith 

By Rene P. Acosta 
Variety News Staff 

SEVENTEEN Roman Catholic 
bishops and their delegations 
from all over the Paci fie Qath
ered on Saipan for a second day 
yesterday in a conference aimed 

at further advancing the Catholic 
faith and strengthening the church. 

The gathering, which is being 
held among leaders of the Catho
lic faith in the Pacific on a yearly 
basis, is being held on the island 
upon the invitation of Bishop 

... ~ 
Rev. Father Isaac Ayuyu (left), the overall chairman of the CE PAC and 
the Jubilee Planning Committee which gathered Roman Catholic 
Bishops all over the Pacific on Saipan is joined by committee member 
Joseph Flores prior to the participants breakfast at the Saipan Grand 
Hotel yesterday. Photo by Rene P. Acosta 

Thomas Camacho, the head of 
the Diocese of Saipan. 

"They do this annually, they 
gather in different places dis
cussing about issues of faith, the 
church and its growth," said 
Episcopal Conference of the 
Pacific (CEPAC) overall chair
person Rev. Fr. Isaac Ayuyu. 

Ayuyu added that the bishop 
and their representatives which 
also included priests, were also 
here for the Golden Jubilee 
celebration of the Mt. Carmel 
Cathedral which will be cel
ebrated on Dec. 12. 

Ayuyu said the leaders of the 
Catholic faith in the region are 
also gathering in response to the 
call of Pope John Paul II to 
make preparations forthe faith's 
grand celebration of the Jubilee 
Year 2000. 

The participants to the con
ference were joined by public 
and private officials, led by Lt. 

Continued on page 22 
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Tinian mayor seeks boost 
from tax credit program · 

SHRM officials to discuss 
employment, legal issues 
THE Commonwealth's chap
ter of the Society of Human 
Resource Management 
(SHRM), the CNMI's profes
sional personn·e1 organization, 
will be holding its monthly 
membership meeting this 
Thursday, December 9, at the 
Hyatt Regency Hotel. 

federal laws, such as the 
Americans with Disabilities 
Act. 

TINIAN Mayor Francisco M. 
Borja has begun a campaign to 
organize all Tinian businesses in 
order to donate business gross 
revenue tax due to Tinian public· 
and private schools. 

This is in an effort to take ad
vantage of Public Law 10-73, the 
"Educational Tax Credit,'' the 
Office of the Mayor said in a 
press release. 

The Educational Tax Credit 
allows businesses to deduct an 
amount of up to $5,000.00 per 
year from their BGRT if the busi
ness donates that amount or less 
. during that year. 

This means that if a business 
makes a$5 ,000 charitable contri
bution to a qualifying educational 
institution during the first quarter 
and owes $5,000 in BGRT, the 
personcouldclaima$5,000credit 
during the quarter to offset the 
amount due. 

Another example is if a busi
ness makes a $1,000 charitable 
contribution to a qualifying edu
cational institution during the 
third quarter and owes $500 in 
BGRT, the donor can claim a 
$500 credit during the quarter to 
offset the amount due and carry 
forward a credit of $500 for the 
fourth quart er. 

Francisco M. Borja 

The Mayor's Office plans to 
have an official ceremony on 
December 31 for both the ben
efiting schools and the donating 
businesses to recognize the busi
nesses that choose to donate 
their BGRT due in the last quar
ter of the year. 

"I want to be sure thattheTinian 
Business Community takes ad
vantage of this tax incentive. This 
law gives the power of each busi
ness to choose what they want to 
do with their tax money. 

"Instead of just giving it to the 
Treasurer and not knowing what 
happens to your money after that, 
you actually have the opportunity 
to invest it into whatever educa
tional institution you choose," said 

RP consul welcomes court's 
ruling on Vienna Convention 

By Rene i-. Acosta 
Variety News Staff 

THE DECISION of Superior 
Court Associate Judge Juan 
Lizama enforcing the applica
bility of the Vienna Convention 
in cases involving arrested Fili
pino nationals in the Common
wealth was welcomed by RP 
Consul Julia Heidemann. 

"I am happy that it is now a 
standard operating procedure and 
I have already informed Wash
ington (where the head of the 
Philippine mission for the United 
States and its territories is 
based)," said Heidemann, on the 
same day Lizama's ruling went 
out. 

The judge, citing a motion re
lated to Filipino national Sergio 
Inabangan' s case, ordered that 
any law enforcement agency in 
the CNMI must immediately in
form without any delay the con
sular office once a Filipino na
tional is arrested. 

Although the judge decided 
on a motion that was related to 
Ina bang an' s aggravated as
sault case, Heidemann said she 
still welcomes the decision 
since it embodies the recogni
tion of the convention, which 
will now be followed by the 
different law enforcement 
agencies. 

The consul disclosed they had 
difficulty in having the conven
tion recognized. But when the 
Philippine Consulate wroteG_ov. 
Pedro P. Tenorio sometime in 
June, the latter immediately 
acted on it. 

Immediately thereafter, the 
Philippine consular post began 
receiving notifications from the 
authorities, not only the Depart
ment of Public Safety but also 
the Department of Labor and 
Employment. 

As for now, the consul said 
they have already received a to
tal of 20 such notices. 

Rota runway restirf acing set-
By Marian A. Maraya 
Variety News Staff 

THE COMMONWEAL TH Ports 
Authority (CPA) is now in the 
process of completing the design 
stages of the Rota International 
Airport (RIA) runway resutfac
ing project. 

CPA Board Treasurer Roman 
T. Tudela said the ports authority 
is stepping up improvement ef
fo1ts at the airport in light of a 
recent complaint citing the 

runway's alleged slippery sutface. 
''After the rnnway was resur

faced once before, we have re
ceived complaints that it tends to 
be slippery especially when wet," 
said Tudela . 

"We want to make sure that 
there are no complaints,'' he 
added. 

The project is one of Rota 
airport's majorundertakings since 
it is estimated to cost over a quarter 
of a million, according to Tudela. 

Borja. 
"I think this is a rare opportu

nity for all businesses to actually 
get involved in their community. 
I think this is a rate opportunity 
for all businesses to actually get 
involved in their community. 
Imagine if all the businesses on 
Tinian were to donate their BGR 
in one quarter to the schools on 
Tinian ... that amount could reach 
the hundreds of thousands of dol
lars. 

"I hope that all of our busi
nesses on Tinian will join me and 
donate their BGR tax this quarter 
to an approved school of their 
choice. After all, you have noth
ing to lose. You are going to pay 
the fee anyway, you might as well 
have a say in where you money is 
spent," the mayor said. 

Marcia Schultz, Chapter Vice 
President and a Partner at 
Carlsmith Ball, and Josephine 
Mesta, Chapter Secretary and 
Director of Human Resources 
at the Hyatt Regency Saipan, 
will be the special guest speak
ers. 

Schultz and Mesta will dis
cuss both the human resource 
and legal issues involved in 
conducting Employment Inter
views and what you may ask 
and not ask to ensure that your 
interviews are conducted in 
compliance with applicable 

At this month's meeting, 
members will vote on the 
Chapter's officers for the up
coming year. All members are 
urged to attend for this impor
tant event. 

This week's luncheon meet
ing will be held at the 
Giovanni's Restaurant at the 
Hyatt Regency Hotel at 11 :30 
on Thursday, December 9. The 
cost for the luncheon is $15 
for members and $20 for non
members. 

Members, and others inter
ested in attending this lun
cheon discussion, should con
tact Rheta or Liz at the Hyatt 
Regency Human Resource 
Office, at 234-1234 or fax at 
233-0182, to make reserva
tions. 
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St1·eet market opening a success 
THE INAUGURAL evening of 
the Garapan Street Market last 
Thursday was a great success, Jack 
Hardy, the chairman of the pub
licity and marketing committee 
said. 

According to Hardy, the hours 
of preparation and planning by 
members of the many govern
ment agencies and private sector 
companies paid off. 

Preparations Thursday after
noon were dampened by rain 
showers, but the tents were erected 
and wires strung for lighting in 
time for the vendors to open for 
business on schedule. 

Rhoda Smith, general chairper
son of the committee said she was 
very pleased with how all the par
ticipants completed their prepa
rations. 

Martin Duenas, who serves as 
committee secretary said: "I am 
extremely pleased with the im
mediate high volume traffic to the 
market." 

The food vendors were caught 
by surprise by the success, and 
the Hyatt staff had to send back to 
the hotel for more food after one 
hour. 

Several vendors ran out of food 

Kobler Umang of the month awardees 

' 

Koblervi/le Elementary School students chosen for the October "Umang of the Month" Award. From left, 
front row: Zenas David def Rosario, Jonathan Sanarez, Brittany Sablan, Mylene Balisa/isa, Nora Vincent, 
John Joseph Tudela, Jayda Babauta and Sadia Uddin. Middle row: Joel Tudela, John James Taman, 
David Lionel def Rosario, Karen Eusebio, Leonnie Arriola, Carleen Mungmitin. Bast row: Nicole Tudela, 
Jay/een Paul, Lenette Maratita, and Teltista Saralu. Also chosen but not pictured was Kani Kebou. 

Conlrlbuted photo 

A-One Shoes 

halfway through the evening. The 
staff of the Tinian Dynasty booth 
reported that due to their success 
selling authentic Chinese noodles, 
they planned to double their sup
plies for the next Market this 
Thursday. 

All the vendors will need to 
prepare for even higher traffic 
this week, since the official dedi
cation ceremony with ribbon cut
ting will occur this tomorrow, 
December 9. 

Gov. Pedro P. and First Lady 
Sophie Tenorio will head the del
egation of dignitaries participat
ing in the official opening of the 
Market. 

They will be joined by Lt. Gov. 
Jesus and Annie Sablan, Mayor 
George Sablan, Senate President 
Paul Manglona, House Speaker 
House Diego Benavente, MV A 
Chairman David Sablan, MV A 
Managing Director Perry Tenorio, 
as well as representatives of 
HANMI and of the JAST A. Rev
erend Gerald Sigler of Saipan 
Community Church will offer the 
invocation. 

Hardy said the young perform
ers from the Tiare Teen Dancers, 

the Te Kanahau Nui group and 
the Boyz to Mix/Girls stole the 
hearts of the audience last Thurs
day as Santa Claus met with many 
of the children about their Christ
mas wish Ii sts. 

The entertainment this week 
will again be on two stages, one of 
which is a permanent structure 
located between the old Japanese 
Shrine and the Garapan Koban. 
Featured on that stage will be: the 
Olomwaay Band, Te Kanahau 
Nui, Belau Ngeask, and the Napu 
Pacific Voyers introduced by 
emcee Ron Punzalan. 

On the portable stage, Gordon 
Marciano will introduce the Tiare 
Teen Dancers, the Chorale of the 
Friends of the Arts, Boyz 2 Mix/ 
Girls 2 Mix, and the Talabwog 
Women Stick Dancers. 

The street will be closed to ve
hicle traffic starting at 2 p.m. on 
market day, to allow the vendors 
to set up their tents and for the 
farmers and fishermen to bring 
their vehicles as a sales platform. 

Everyone is reminded that this 
is a drug-free and alcohol-free 
event, lending to a family ori
ented event. 

Power 99FM announces 
new program director 

Chuck Edward Dancoe 

POWER 99 FM announces it has 
a new program director in Chuck 
Edward Dancoe (aka Daddy 
Long-Leggz). 

Dancoe was introduced to the 
people of the CNMI on February 
26 and took to the air waves as 
the new morning air-personality 
at Power 99 FM. 

As program director, his du
ties will include, the facilitation 
and training of on-air personali
ties, imaging and targeting of 
listening demographics, will 
oversee station promotions, and 
music specifically targeted for 
Power 99 FM's station format. 

"His level of commitment and 
attitude in this business has pro
pelled him in to providing al
ready high quality radio pro
gramming to the people of the 
CNMI," said Station Manager 
Curtis Dancoe. 

Power 98 FM (Hagatna, 
Guam) Executive Program Di
rector Ray Gibson said "With 
Dancoe 's experience and on-air 
talent skills, we are very fortu
nate to have his leadership at 
Power 99 FM, this is a clear 
focus on what our listeners can 
expect from Power 99 FM." 

EMO warns of high surfs 
THE Emergency Management 
Office, Office of the Governor, 
informs the general public that 
brisk trade winds combined with 
ocean swells continue to generate 
high surf conditions. 

High surf remains along north
western clockwise through 
southeastern reeflines. Surf ob
servations this morning for the 
NMI indicate surf remains haz
ardous. 

High surf of eight to ten feet is 

expected on northwestern clock
wise through southeastern shore 
lines. 

Along with the high surf, strong 
rip currents can be expected along 
the reef lines. 

Hazardous Surf and Small Craft 
Advisory remains in effect for the 
Northern Mariana Islands. 

Residents and beach goers are 
still strongly advised to exercise 
caution or avoid the reef Jines 
until the surf subsides. 

Ombudsman sets schedule 
THE OFFICE of the Federal Om
budsman informs the general pub
lic that the Ombudsman will only 
meet with individuals having ap
pointments on Mondays through 
Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 12 noon 
and walk-ins from I p.m. to 5 p.m. 

Fridays are reserved for emer-

gency appointments and a°dmin
istrative matters; no walk-ins will 
be accepted. 

Beginning January 13, 2000. 
the office will stay open until 9 
p.m. every Thursday. Appoint
ments may be made by calling 
the office at 233-8030. 

{ 
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Audit bares faulty medical spending: 

Non-eligibles given referrals 
By Eileen 0. Tabaranza 
For the Variety 

KOROR (Palau Horizon) -
The government spent a con
siderable amount of money for 
referring non-Palauan citizens 
for off-island medical treat
ment and for subsidizing I 00 
percent instead of the required 
50 percent of the total patients' 
costs of medical referral pro
gram over a three-year period. 

An audit of the Palau Medi
cal Referral Program cover
ing fiscal years 1996 to 1998 
showed that the spending oc
curred due to the ineffective 
collection and recording ef
forts of the Ministry of Health 
(MOH) and the Bureau of Na
tional Treasury (BNT). 

This could also be due to 
MOH's laxity by not all re
viewing and verifying the 
costs and expenses incurred 
by the contractor in adminis
tering the medical referral pro
gram, including doctors fees, 
contractors reimbursements 
and compensation. 

Public Auditor Tewid 
Satrunino remarked that some 
medical referral patients did 
not sign medical ·referral 
agreements to pay back not 
less than 50 percent of the to
tal cost incurred by the na
tional government. 

Of the 95 medical referral 
patients in 1996, 22 percent or 
21 did not reportedly sign an 
agreement in their medical 
file. This thing went on until 
1997 and 1998 where 11-13 
percent of the total patients 
did not sign the same. 

Although the MOH sent pa
tients their medical bills for 
50 percent of the costs of 
medical treatment, there are 
no established polices and pro
cedures regarding follow-up 
and collection. 

For example, Satrunino said 
most of the patients signed 
medical referral agreements 
authorizing the government to 
garnish their wages to reim
burse the government for the 
employee's share which is 50 
percent of the cost of medical 
treatment. 

However, he said there was 
no follow-up by the MOH to 
exercise the option. 

The audit report revealed 
that approximately $790,000 
receivables resulting from the 
patients 50 percent share of 
the total medical referral costs 
was not recorded by the MOH 
due to its inadequate account
ing system. 

Further, the audit report 
showed that the republic's 
accounts receivables may have 

been understated by as much 
as $1.011 million due to the 
lack of coordination between 
the MOH and BNT to record 
all these into the republic's 
centralized accounting sys
tem. 

Of the total $1.011 million 
estimated receivables, only 
$26,926 was collected. 

"Ineffective collection re
sults in the government subsi
dizing I 00 percent of the cost 
of medical referral program 
which would otherwise be 
available to fund future medi
cal referral programs or other 
government activities or func
tions," Satrunino said. 

Under the contract between 
the MOH and Guam Memo
rial Health Plan, Satrunino 
said the latter is required to 
submit all the invoices/bills 
for each patient to the former. 

However, upon the Office 
of the Public Auditor's request 
to review patients billings and 
invoices relative to their medi
cal treatment, we found the 
MOH did not maintain these 
documents," he said. 

The only documents main
tained by the MOH were 
monthly expense reports pro
vided by the contractor show
ing costs incurred by patients 
and the balance of the medical 
referral operating account, he 
added. 

Even so, he said, these docu
ments were incomplete and 
disorganized, which led to a 
notion that the MOH may have 
not adequately monitoring the 
performance of the contractor 
by reviewing and verifying 
costs of medical treatment pro
vided to medical referral pa
tients and other expenses in
cidental to the program. 

This is especially critic al 
considering the republic 
grants the contractor sole dis
cretion and authority to ad
minister the medical referral 
operating account. 

He cited, for example, the 
OPA has found reimbursements 
to the contractor for rental, sup
plies, telephone and other ex
penses without adequate sup
porting documents and such 
expense are not specifically au
thorized in the contract. 

To correct the deficiencies, 
the OP A recommended that 
the Office of the Attorney 
General or the Special Pros
ecutor pursue their further in
vestigation into the contract 
between the republic and the 
contractor to retrieve all 
records and documents per
taining to the medical referral 
operating account. 

Xeed 
Jfo_/;"r/°:Y Cash 

,---------::-:-=---:--------, 

Y~c57? Joeten Commercial Center, Dandan, Saipan 
Tel.: (670) 235-6030 Fax (670) 235-6040 

Norwest Financial has money for all your holiday expenses-gift 
buying, decorating, entertaining or traveling. And this cash 
is avail.able now at terms you can afford. 

It takes just minutes to apply. Simply call our o.ffice or Jax the 
loan request form below. We'll have an answer for you the same 
day. Then stop by to pick up your check when it's convenient. 

SPECIAL BONUS!! 
Close a loan for $300 or more between now and December 31, 
1999 and receive a gift certificate redeemable for a turkey at your 
local Pay-Less Supermarket. 

For holiday cash fast, apply at Norwest Financial today. 
Complete and. ta.Jee or Jax to our o.ffice at 235-6040 

• Complete below and Fax or bring into our office. • • 
• • • • Name: Social Security No. -------· • • • • Address: • --------------------------------. 

: Loan amount request: $ • -----· ----- Net Income after payroll deductions: $ 
• • Telephone number: (Home) 
• • Best time to call: 
• 

• (Work) ---------- • 
• 

Birthdate ----------- • 
• 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
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HONGKONG 
Celmy As Iowas Clrisbnas Shopp~ Trip 

RT 
3 lfdits Hotel w/iansfer s91s.oo As low as 

Dooole Occupoocy $554.00 $499.00 
ss54.oo Plus tax 

3 N= Hotel 11/lr.rlsfer 
ouble occupancy 



PACIFIC 1st.A-Nos 

American Samoa churches 
say no to casino proposal 

Taiwan OKs aviation 
agreement with Palau 

TAIPEI (Pacnews) -Taiwan 
has signed a formal aviation 
agreement with Palau as part of 
its efforts to facilitate exchanges 
between the two countries, said 
an official with the Taiwanese 
Ministry of Transportation and 
Communications (MOTC). 

ment with Palau. 

PAGO PAGO (Pacnews) -
The influential Congrega
tional Christian Church of 
American Samoa has voiced 
its opposition against a pro
posal to introduce casino gam
bling in the territory. 

In a letter to the leaders of 
the American Samoa Legisla
ture, the church chairman, 
Reverend Elder Pi ta Elisara 
said the church "strongly op
poses the pending gambling 
legislation.'' 

He noted that while the 
church does not have any 
power to tell the lawmakers 
how to proceed with the pend
ing legislation, it wished to 
inform them that the church 
does not support the pending 
legislation. 

It's the first time that the 
church has issued an opinion 
on gambling. 

Shortly after the bill to le
galize casino gambling was 
introduced in the House of 
Representatives back in Sep
tember, the Catholic Church 
placed full page advertise
ments in the daily newspaper 
opposing the bill and a plan 
by California based American 
Samoans to set up a casino 
operation. 

The head of the local Dio
cese, Bishop Quinn Weitzel, 
called gambling "a new can
cer" which would disrupt fam
ily life, funnel limited family 
income into the pockets of 
casino owners rather than cir
culate it in local stores and 

Fiji government ai>poin.ts 
anti-corruption corn.~mission. < 

. .. 

SUVA (Pacriews)--Th~ Fiji 
Govemment•has established 
an. independeni(!ommission 
to inquire into aUegatipns .of 
corruption both inthe public 
and private sectors, fraud and 
abuse of office: .... ·•..... .•· 
· This was. Tevealed )lt the 

end of the. annual Attorney 
General's conference last. 
week. 

Attorney General, Anand 
Singh said the three-member 
Commission, chiired by High 
Court Judge, Daniel Fatiaki, 
will try to gain firsthand view. 
of how corruption works and 
where it may be thriving.The 
other two members are 
Vasantika Patel and Tomasi 
Vakatora. 

"The Commission's terms 
of reference includes a wi<le 
power to recommend legisla
tive, non -legislative, policy 
or institutional reforms that 
will provide a capacity to 
overcome entrenched corrup
tion," Singh said. 

He said, education against 
corrupt practices is an im
portant aspect of overseas 
anti-corruption measures and 
this aspect will also be stud
ied. 

"The People's Coalition 
Government considers the 
fight against corruption as 
vital to enhancing transpar
ency and accountability, 
two cornerstones of the prin
ciple of good governance," 
he said. 

He said the government was 
also mindful of the need to 
govern in accordance with 
constitutional safeguards and 
in a corruption-free environ
ment_ 

"The Government must 
scrutinise its own an<l the 
activities of its Ministers first 
and foremost and in so doing 
sets the . benchmark for its 

citizens ~oth .. i:n •. · $e· p,Mu2 
and private sector,''. the At-

. romeyioener¥Lsaid<>>i· 
''I.,.eadershjp . rhetqdi, 

which .. isnpt~atcht:<l ~y.apt 
propriate · example, is not 

. go5>fll<!a.d~rshipati~H.Jti~i#. 
fact the.·.lead.ership of d9µ!,ie 
standards,.ofhyppcrisy an.a·· 
ofbetra:Yal," he said. 
. He said; the. trend ill the 
United Kingdom is to ~move' 
any. existing Jegal barrier 
between private sectof and 
pub Ii c sector corruption 
whICh may !>e an approach 
for Fiji. . 

"This reference is Jo pro-
• duce reforms that could ex-. 

pose and minimise/ corrup~ 
tion through investigation, 
corruption preyentiorl and 
education which .. should en~ 
sure .. a]ong-term reduction 
in forn1pti9n,'.' hejaid .. , 

Meanwhile, the FijiGQVc 
errtment is drafting a Code 
of Conduct Bill, similar.to 
Papua New Guinea's Organic 
Law on the Leadership Code. 

The Bill ensures integrity 
and transparency amongst poli
ticians, government ministers 
and other officer holders. 

Singh said, according to 
Section 156(3) of the Con, 
stitution requires the Parlia
ment as soon as practicable 
to make a law to provide for 
the monitoring of standards 
of conduct in relation to the 
performance of public duties. 

"IfParliament considers it 
appropriate this law should 
also make provision for in
vestigating alleged breaches 
of, and the enforcement of, 
those standards," he said. 

The Fiji Government is 
presently examining the le
gal and practical implications 
of the draft Bill and hopes to 
present it to Parliamentin its 
first session next year. 

make government dependent 
on gambling revenues instead 
of cutting back on spending. 

Bishop Quinn also wrote to 
the National Council of 
Churches urging members to 
··say No" to the plan. 

"I have a request to make of 
you ... that you join the Catho
lic Church in asking the Leg
islature to reject legalized ca
sino gambling. Your signature 
can move many people to say 
"no" to legalized casino gam
bling in American Samoa," he 
urged. 

The National Council of 
Churches has endorsed the 
Catholic Bishop's request and 
has asked each of its members 
to come out publicly against 
gambling_ 

The Central News Agency in 
Taiwan reported the bilateral 
aviation pact was jointly signed 
by Taiwan's Transportation and 
Communications Minister Lin 
Fong-cheng and his Palauan 
counterpart. 

The signing followed a meet
ing between visiting Palau Presi
dent KuniwoNakamura and Lin, 
and other ranking MOTC offi
cials, during which the Palau 
Premier expressed interest in an 
air link agreement. 

The move makes Taiwan the 
first country to sign such an agree-

Under the terms of the agree
ment, several carriers can be des
ignated by either country to op
eratetheTaipei-Kororroute, with 
four flights per week. 

Taiwan's Far East Air Trans
port Co., which already provides 
chartered flight services· on the 
Taipei-Koror route under the 
terms of a memorandum of un
derstanding signed in April 1997 
anc\ renewed in July and No
vember the same year, will be 
allowed to continue its flight ser
vices, while Palau will designate 
its flagship carrier to ply the 
route. 

Officials with the Tourism 
Bureau under the MOTC fore
cast growing tourist exchanges 
between Taiwan and Palau as a 
result of the signing of the avia
tion agreement. 

Forum fact-finding mission to 
French Polynesia slated next year 
SUV A (Pacnews) - A Fo
rum Officials Sub-Committee 
on French Polynesia is due to 
visit the French territory early 
next year on a fact finding 
mission, before Forum lead
ers decide on its application 
for an observer status to the 
Pacific Islands Forum. 

The mission was endorsed 
by Forum leaders at their sum
mit in Palau after French 
Polynesia formally applied for 
observer status. 

The group will be made up 
of senior officials from Cook 
Islands, Palau, Tonga, Tuvalu 
and Vanuatu and an official 
from the Suva-based Forum 
Secretariat. 

The weeklong officials visit 
in March or April next year 
will evaluate the political situ
ation in French Polynesia fol
lowing the constitutional re
view process. 

The French Parliament is ex
pected to take a vote in Febru-

ary to decide whether French 
Polynesia is to become an 
overseas country. 

The Forum Secretariat's 
Deputy Secretary General, 
Iosefa Maiava is currently at
tending the Conference of the 
Pacific Community in Tahiti 
and is expected to meet with 
President Gaston Plasse on the 
proposed fact finding missions 
next year. 

French Polynesia is an Over
seas Territory of France. 
French Polynesia's Statute of 
Autonomy, last revised in 
1996, defines the territory's 
institutions, areas of compe
tence and relations with 
France. 

Under this Statute, the gov
ernment of French Polynesia 
already exercises executive re
sponsibility for many areas of 
government (including local 
financial and economic af
fairs, tourism, transport, agri
culture, fisheries, public 

works, health, primary and 
secondary education, social 
welfare and other internal 
matters). 

The 1990 and 1996 revisions 
of the statute broadened the 
territorial government's pow
ers to give it full control over 
its exclusive economic zone 
(EEZ) and over air and sea 
transportation links, telecom
munications and postal ser
vices and internal !,ecurity. 

The territory is also now able 
to negotiate and sign in its 
own right administrative· ar
rangements and regional co
operation agreements with 
countries in the Pacific region. 

A process of constitutional 
change is underway in France 
which will see French 
Polynesia become an "over
seas country" within the 
French republic, like New 
Caledonia, with local control 
over most areas· of govern
ment. 

Australia_~ Tony Ray turns on a wave Sunday during the Rip Curl Cup surfing championship at Sunset Beach 
m Hawa11. AP 
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AIDS victim: 'A moment 
of pleasure isn't worth it' 

By Mar-Vic Cagurangan 
and Kenny Reklai 
For the Variety 

KOROR (Palau Horizon) -
He had to muster enough cour
age before deciding to come 
out in the open and identify 
himself as one of the 33 HIV
infected persons on Saipan. 

It wasn't easy but the 39-
year-old Moses Saburo finally 
decided he had to do it. His 
HIV-infection is not yet full
blown. If he can't save his 
own life, he at least wants to 
save others. 

"You have only one life to 
live. Protect it and treasure it. 
Don't shatter your dreams for 
one-minute of pleasure," 
Moses said during the AIDS 
awareness forum held 
Wednesday at the Palau Com
munity College. 

Moses, who has become the 
poster boy for Saipan 's-and 
now Palau's- campaign 
against AIDS, was the guest 
speaker at the well-attended 
forum entitled "AIDS-End the 
Silence, Listen, Learn Live" 
which commemorated this 
year's World AIDS Day in 
Palau. 

Health Minister Masao M. 
Ueda urged the community to 
"to take the lead in this ac
tion-to end the silence, to 
listen, to learn, so that we can 
enter the new millennium in
deed with a new slate." 

"So often in our lives, we 
have wished that we could 
start all over again with a new 
slate so that we can live bet
ter, having learned from our 
mistakes," Ueda said. 

This year's World AIDS 
Day theme, Ueda added, "re
flects that wish and gives us 
hope that ifwe listen and learn 
we could live better." 

The PCC cafeteria, where 
the forum was held, was fully
packed. The audience was 
composed mostly of high 
school and college students 

HONOLULU, Hawaii-Madi
son Nena of Kosrae, one of the 
four states of the Federated States 
of Micronesia, has been honored 
with the Seacology Foundation's 
Indigenous Conservationist of the 
Year Award. 

The presentation was made (last 
Thursday night) during ceremo
nies at the 

National Tropical Botanical 
Gardens on the Hawaiian island 
of Kauai A former administrator 
of the Kosrae Division of Tour
ism, Nena left 

government service in I 996 to 
work more directly on preserving 
Kosrae 's environment. 

who eagerly Moses questions 
about his experience. 

"There's no way of know
ing if a person has HIV or 
AIDS. All you need to know 
is how to protect yourself. 
Talk to somebody who has the 
disease and ask how to avoid 
it," Moses said, responding 
to a question. 

Teachers and students, con
vinced that it was a "heroic 
act" to expose his predica
ment, lined-up to shake 
Moses' hand and embrace him 
after the forum. 

The Palauan-born Moses, 
who is a long-time resident of 
Saipan, has been helping the 
CNMI' s Department of Health 
in its AIDS information cam
paign. 

He has also agreed to help 
Palau's Ministry of Health in 
its anti-AIDS drive. 

Two persons have died of 
AIDS in Palau. 

Although Palau has an in
significant number of AIDS/ 
HIV cases, health officials 
warned about the local 
population's susceptibility to 
the disease considering some 
of the people's sexual prac
tices. 

The 1990 Palau Health Sur
vey revealed that: 

• 29.2 percent of men and 
5_6 women had multiple sex 
partners; 

• 25.3 .Percent of men and 
12_9 percent of women who 
are sexually active reported 
engaging in sex in exchange 
for gift or money; 

• 31.1 percent of the survey 
respondent reported to have 
traveled to another country 
in one or more occasion, and 
47. I percent of males and 17 .3 
percent of females had one 
more episode of sexual activ
ity with partners met outside 
of Palau while traveling. 

OF 
GAB 

Get the .perfect 
gab gift this Christmas 

Take 2 5 % off all other cellular 
and paging units in stock 

and 2J% off all accessories. 

Motorola StarTHC 3000U 

Motorola U3620 
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The Choice is Clear. 
fer mare lnfcrmaticn, 

call 235-PAGE He is credited with playing a 
major role in establishing and pre
serving the Utwa-Walung Con
servation Area, comprised of sev
eral rivers, extensive mangrove 
swamps, pristine coral reefs and 
an abundance of marine resources. 

$1 gg.gg** 
Hew aclilldlions arty. Se required. Pen&!lj far early cancellatio11 ll.Me supplies lasl. ·$15 actiuation fee ap~ies. 
18 month con1ract reQuired ... $25 activation fee applies. 24 month conlract reQured on Hami plan or higher. 



14-MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-WEDNESDAY-DECEMBER 8,'I999 
PHILIPPINES 

RP inflation at 12-year low 
MANILA, Philippines (AP) 
- Philippine inflation fell 
sharply in November to 3.9 
percent year-on-year, its low
est level in 12 years, largely 
because of falling food prices, 
the government said Monday. 

The November inflation 
level was the lowest since 2.0 
percent in May 1987, and far 
less than the 5 percent fore
cast by many economists. 

lt was also a sharp decline 
from the l \ .2 percent regis
tered a year earlier. 

November's inflation per
formance is likely to reduce 
pressure on short-term inter
est rates. which have been ris
ing because of concerns over 
the government's deteriorat
ing budget deficit. But it had 
little initial impact on the peso, 
with bids for the dollar aver
aging about 40.853 pesos in 
late morning trading after the 
U.S. currency closed at 40.810 
pesos Friday. 

However, the figures 
startled the stock market, giv
ing a much-needed fillip to 
interest-rate sensitive prop
erty stocks. 

November inflation, which 
declined from 5.4 percent in 
October, was marked by a 0.1 
percent decline in food prices, 
which have a hefty weighting 
on the consumer price index, 
and lower price increases for 
most other commodities. 

Economists had expected gen
erally stable food prices but a 
rekindling of inflation because 
of recent rises in fuel prices 
and wages. 

But prices of fuel, light and 
water rose only 8.2 percent in 
November compared to 8.6 
percent in October. 

.. We assumed that the higher 
fuel prices in October would 
have an extended impact on 
inflation, which didn't turn out 
to be the case,'' said Edison 
Yap, an investment analyst at 
Equitable-PCIBank Trust. 

Analysts expect a slight rise 
in inflation in December to 
around 4.6 percent on year on 
expectations of stronger con
sumer spending ahead of the 
Christmas and New Year holi
days. 

Inflation for the full year is 
expected to come at the lower 
end of the government's tar
get of 7 percent to 8 percent, 
analysts say. 

"I think it's a given now that 
the government will comfort
ably meet its inflation target, 
but that won't mean much to 
investors," said Luz Lorenzo, 
research head at ATR-Kim 
Eng Securities Inc. 

Lorenzo said the govern
ment needs to narrow its bud
get deficit to convince inves
tors that it is determined not 
to exceed its target for 2000 
and succeeding years. 

A woman prepares star-shl!-ped lant~rn insi<!e her stall Saturqar in 
Manila before costumers arnve for their shoppmg. Shoppers at this time 
of the year spend much tor decorations as their way of celebrating 
Christmas. AP 

Protesters shout slogans as a riot policeman blocks them in front of the U.S. Embassy in ~~ni/3: on Frid_ay 
during a "lightning rally" against the violent dispersal and arrests of protesters at the WTO mm1stenal meeting 
in Seattle, Washington. AP 

Philippine president campaigns 
for constitutional amendments 

ZAMBOANGA, Philippines 
(AP) - Under heavy security, 
President Joseph Estrada began 
a visit Monday to a politically 
volatile southern region partly to 
solicit backing for his proposal 
to amend the constitution to boost 
foreign investment. 

Estrada also planned to inspect 
road projects and hold talks with 
officials on ways to boost agri
cultural production and peace 
talks with Muslim rebels during 
his three-day visit to the prov
inces of Zamboanga and Sulu 
and to General Santos city. 

In his first stop in Zamboanga, 
Estrada told officials and busi
ness executives that the Philip
pine economy would lag behind 
other Southeast Asian countries' 
if obstacles to foreign investment, 
like certain constitutional provi
sions, remain. 

··we have remained stagnant 
because our economic policies 
have remained the same," Estrada 
said in a luncheon speech. "It is 
with this belief that I have staked 
even my popularity to find the 

MANILA, Philippines (AP) -
Philippine separatist rebels urged 
the government Monday to com
ply with a pledge to recognize 
rebel camps before the end of the 
year to remove an obstacle to 
planned peace talks. 

The government and Moro Is
lamic Liberation Front held a for
mal ceremony in October open
ing the peace talks and actual ne
gotiations are scheduled to start 
Dec. 13. 

The rebels, however, recently 
postponed the start of the talks, 
saying technical committees 
should first draft ru !es and proce
dures for the negotiations. 

MILF vice chairman Ghazali 
Jaafar said a smooth start of the 
talks will be threatened if the gov
ernment does not fulfill a com
mitment to recognize MILF 

Joseph Estrada 

formula that would allow our 
economy to attract foreign capi
tal." 

Democracy advocates have 
strongly opposed opening the 
constitution to changes, argu
ing it could endanger its demo
cratic provisions. The constitu
tion was ratified a year after the 
1986 ouster of dictator 
Ferdinand Marcos. 

Estrada has proposed changes 
in a numberof provisions, includ
ing one that forbids foreigners 
from owning land and acquiring 

camps in the southern Philippines 
this year. The rebels claim a total 
of 46 camps. 

J aafar said the government and 
the rebels signed an agreement in 
September in which the govern
ment pledged to inspect and rec
ognize all MILF camps before the 
end of the year. However, only 
seven have been acknowledged 
so far, he said. 

The two sides agreed to demar
cate rebel areas under an earlier 
cease-fire agreement to prevent 
accidental clashes between sol
diers and guerrillas. Government 
recognition of the camps, how
ever, could also be seen as an 
image-boosting victory for the 
rebels. 

Jaafar said if the government 
cannot complete the recognition 
ofrebel camps as agreed, "it will 

control of strategic industries. 
Estrada, a former movie star, 

was elected last year with one of 
the largest margins ever. Recent 
surveys, however, showed a 
sharp drop in his popularity 
which analysts partly attributed 
to displeasure over his plan to 
amend the constitution. 

Presidential executive secre
tary Ronaldo Zamora said 
Estrada would also meet mem
bers of a government panel in
volved in peace talks with the 
Moro Islamic Liberation ,i::-ront, 
a Muslim rebel group fighting 
for a separate Islamic state in the 
southern Philippines. 

The rebels have a presence in 
the places Estrada was to visit 
and security has been extra tight 
around him. In Zamboanga, 
marine and police troops were 
posted on every comer Estrada 
passed. 

Police said streets leading to a 
cathedral Estrada inaugurated in 
Zamboanga were closed to traf
fic for several hours while he 
was there. 

send the bad message that the 
government is not sincere in 
implementing an agreement. .. 

He said a government demand 
that the talks be held within the 
framework of the Philippine con
stitution would also hamper the 
talks. 

Jaafar said the negotiators 
should be given flexibility in 
the negotiations and not be re
strained by constitutional lim
its. The MILF also fears that if 
they give in to the government 
condition, "the next thing they 
would ask is for us to surrender 
our firearms, .. he said. 

"If these issues could not be 
resolved, there would be a lot of 
debate on the ve1y first day of the 
talks and there could be a possi
bility of an early deadlock, .. Jaafar 
said. 

... 
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Due to floods 

1 million homeless in Vietnam 
HANOI, Vietnam (AP) -
Food airdrops were underway 
Monday to help victims of 
flooding that has killed at least 
94 people in central Vietnam 
and left-over 1 million home
less, officials and state news
papers reported Monday. 

Three helicopters made 12 
sorties, dropping food to the 
two worst affected provinces 
of Quang Nam and Quang 
Ngai, air force officials said 
on customary condition of 
anonymity. In Quang Ngai 
alone, authorities estimated 
some 200,000 needed emer
gency supplies. 

Heavy rains have dumped 
over 180 centimeters (six feet) 
of water on some areas in the 
past five days, stranding thou
sands of train travelers and 
motorists on the country's 
main highway. 

The region is still recover
ing from floods last month that 
were the worst to hit Vietnam 
in a century. Last month, 592 
people died in floods that 
caused 3.3 trillion dong ($235 
million) in damage. 

Aid workers report that rice 
crops replanted after that di
saster were washed away by 
the fresh inundation. 

Some 5,000 troops have 
been sent to help the region. 

The government has ordered 
distribution of 100 tons of in
stant noodles and I 00,000 
raincoats to the two provinces. 

Rains abated for a while 
Monday but started coming 
down heavily again later in 
the day in some areas. The 
forecast was for more rain in 
the next few days. 

Nguyen Thi Tam of the pro
vincial flood and storm con
trol bureau in Quang Ngai 
province said 41 people had 
died there and 21 were re
ported missing. She expected 
the death toll to rise. 

She said more than 200,000 
people in the province need 
emergency food. 

In other provinces, 21 were 
reported dead in Quang Nam 
province, 13 in Binh Dinh, 
nine in Khanh Hoa, seven in 
Phu Yen and three in Thua 
Thien Hue. 

The National Committee for 
Flood and Storm Control on 
Monday put the damage esti
mate for seven provinces at 
142 billion dong ($10 mil
lion). 

It said 362,232 houses have 
been submerged, damaged or 
destroyed and 200,000 fami
lies needed emergency food. 

The official Vietnam News 
newspaper reported Monday 

Japan seeks resumption 
of talks with North Korea 
TOKYO (AP) - Japan will 
speed preparations for the re
sumption of talks with North 
Korea, Foreign Minister Yohei 
Kono said Monday. 

Kano's statement followed 
a meeting with former Prime 
Minister Tomiichi Murayama, 
who last week led a group of 
Japanese legislators on a visit 
to North Korea meant to im
prove relations with the reclu
sive Stalinist state. 

Murayama secured an. 
aoreement to restart normal-o 
ization talks after a seven-
year hiatus. The two coun
tries have never had diplo
matic relations, and talks 
broke off in 1992 over al le-

\ 

gations that North Korean 
agents kidnapped Japanese 
citizens. 

It was not clear if a date or 
an agenda had been set for 
talks, ministry spokesman 
Tatsuya Machida said. 

In an effort to defuse mili
tary tensions across the region, 
the United States has lifted 
trade sanctions against North 
Korea, and South Korea has 
increased cultural, sports and 
tourism exchanges with the 
North. 

Japan. however, has been far 
more cautious, refusing to re
sume food aid halted after 
North Korea fired a missile 
over Japan last year. 

Visiting Kaz~khstan President Nursult<!-n Nazarba~v (le_ttJ toas!s with 
Japanese Prime Minister Keizo Obuch1 at the latter s off1c1al residence 
in Tokyo Monday. AP 

that the floods left more than 
I million people homeless. 

Thousands qf vehicles are 
stranded and the water level is 
as high as I meter (3 feet) on 
some stretches of Highway 

One, the country's main north
south artery, traffic police in 
Quang Nam province said. 

Thousands of train passen
gers were stranded in central 
Vietnam on the north-south 

rail line that links the capital, 
Hanoi, with the southern hub 
Ho Chi Minh City. Service has 
been suspended since Thurs
day, Vietnam Railway authori
ties said. 

-------,----------~-------, 

The ancient town of Hoi An recognized by the UNESCO as a world heritage site last w~ek is 2.5 meters.under 
water, in Quang Nam province, central Vietnam Sunday. The new round of floodmg ,n a month has killed at 
least 7 4 people in seven central provinces. AP 

WorldPass Extra Savings 

Keeping in Touch with. Loved Ones is the Best Gift You Cam. Give! 

This holiday season GTE Pacifica keeps you in touch with friends and family. 
Pick GTE Pacifica's WorldPass Extra Savings and enjoy our most affordable long 

distance rates, plus the longest off-peak hours in the CNMI. Tell our Customer 
Service Representative that you are Santa's Helper when you complete your 

enrollment fonn for the Worldpass Extra Savings Program and 
they will present you with a special Christmas gift. 

Call us today at 682-2745 or visit our offices on Middle Road. 

I cj i 3 PACIF!~~ 
We 're Connected To You r,i 
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East Timorese independence leader Xanana Gusmao speaks at a town meeting, accompanied by another 
independence leader Jose Ramos Horta Monday in Oili, East Timor. AP 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Pursuant to the Provisions of 2 CMC 4141 et ~ the fl!IH,H: P!.!RFQSE LA!:ID EX!':HANGE Al!IHQBIZAIIQN 
A.CI.. OF 1987, Governor Pedro P. Tenorio and Lt. Governor Jesus R. Sablan, through the Djyjsjon of Pnbjjc Lands 
(Djyjsionl. under the Department of Lands and Natural Besources. hereby gives notice that the Division intends to enter 
into an exchange agreement involving the parcels ofland described below. Concerned persons may request a~ on 
any proposed exchange by contacting the Djvjsjon of Public Lands on or by December 6, 1999. If so requested, bl:lll:im! 
on the transa,-lions listed below will be scheduled on December 9, 1999, al 9:00 a.m. in the Conference Room of the 

Division of Public Lands. 

Public Purpose - LAND EXCHANGE 

Private Land - Saipan Tract/Lot No. 018 B 132-R/W, located in Achugao, 
containing an area of 1,656 square meters. 

Public Land - SaipanTract/Lot No. 053 A 107, located in Marpi, containing 
an area of 5,197 square meters. 

- Saipan Tract/Lot No. 144 E 02, located in Capitol Hill, 
containing an area of 2,030 square meters. 

NUTISIAN PUPBLIKO 

Sigon gi probension siha gi 2 CMC 4141 et~ i PlllU,IC P!IBPQSE l,A!SD EXCHANGE Al!IHQBIZAIIQN ACI QE 
1987. (sino i tulaikan tano para propositon pupbliko na akton 1987) si magalahe as Pedro P. Tenorio yan i segundo 
magalahc as Jesus R. Sablan, ginen i Djvjsjon of Puhljc Lands <Djyjsionl. i:;i pa'pa'j Department of Lands and Natural 
Resources. ma intenciociona humalom gi kontmtan atulaikan tano ni ha afefekta i pedason tano siha ni marunadeskrihi 

gi sampapa. Man intercsantc siha na pctsona sina manmamaiscn jnekungok put maseha manu/bafa na priniponi put 
tulaikan tano. A'agang i Divjsjon of Public Lnods antes pat osino gi December 6, 1999. Yang~cn guaha ia\'kungok 
marikucsta, i inckungok siemprc para i sigicntc siha na transaksion u fan makondukta gi December 9. 1999, gi oran alas 

9:00 gi cggan gi halorn i Kuatton j Konurrnsian i Djvjsion of Puh]i, Lands. 

PROPOSITON l'UPBLIKO - LAND EXCHANGE 

TANO PRIBATE - Sitio Numiru 08 B 132-R/W, giya Achugao, ya ha konsisi~tc 
1,656 metro kuadrao na area. 

TANO PUBLIKO - Sitio Numiro 053 A 107, giya Achugao, 
ya ha Konsisitc 5, 197 metro kuadrao na area. 

- Sitio Numiru 144 E 02, giya Capitol Hill, ya ha konsisiste 
. 2,030 metro kuadrao na area 

ARONGORONGOLTOWLAP 

Reel aylccwal me bwangil 2 CMC 4141 ct sec, Pl IllLIC Pl JRPQSE I.A!Sll EXCHANGE Al !IHQRIZAIIQ!S ACI QE 
12fil,_ngc Djyjsjon of Pnhljc Lands e arongaar towlap, igha e mangiiy ebwc lliiwelo faluw iye c toolong faluw kka faa. 
Aramasyc c tipali ngc emmwel ebwc tingor cbwc yoor hl:llii.ru:.. reel inaamwo lliiwelil falaw fa Aramas ye e tinali ngc 
cmmwel ye re tinali reel kkansal faluw, nge rcbwe aghuleey ngali Djyjsjon of Public Lands. under the Department of 
Lands and Naturnl Resources wool me ngarc mmwal December 6, 1999. Ngarc cyoor tingor hwe cbwe yoor ~ 
nge rcbwe ayoora reel tali faluw kka faal, ngc rcbwe tooto wool December 9, 1999, otol ye 9:00 a.m. mcllol J)jyjsjon of 

Pub)jc Lands Conference Boom. 

AMMWELEER TOWLAP - LAND EXCHANGE 

LU'W PRIRET . Saipan TracULot Numurol 018 B 132-R/W, Achugao, 
llapal bwulcy yccl ngc 1,656 square meters. 

FALAWEER TOWLAP . Saipan Tract/Lot Munurol 053 A 107 Marpi, 
llapal bwuley yecl ngc 5,197 square meters. 

. Saipan TracULot Numurol 144 E 03, Capitol Hill, 
llapal bwulcy ycel nge 2,030 square meters. 

ASIA 

DILi, East Timor (Reuters) - madeitverycleartheydon'thave 
East Timorese ate dying in refu- to pay, they can have medical 
gees camps in Indonesian West assistance for free," she said. 
Timar because pro-Jakarta mili- Militia have also been blamed 
tia are denying aid groups full for the substantial reduction in 
access to the camps, the United refugee border crossings in the 
Nations said Monday. past month. 

Nearly 160 refugees have died Quentier said the number of 
of malaria and diarrhea in the past returnees had fallen 75 percent in 
two months in Tuapukan, near the past month since an incident 
the West Timer capital ofKupang. at Atambua - 23 miles into West 
The toll is expected to rise as the Timor-wherepro-Jakartagangs 
rainy season sets in. attacked a convoy of 200 refu-

Ariane Quentier of the U.N. geesassembledoutsidethetown's 
refugee agency UNHCR told re- police station .. 
porters they had been able to pay ''The numbers have slowed 
lightening visits to extract people down since the November 11 in-
who wanted to return east, but cident at the police station at 

. had had problems with longer as- Atambua ... at that time we had an 
sessment visits. average of 4,000 (returnees) per 

"It(thecamp)wasneverclosed day and as of then its being going 
to us but it was always very fast down, down, down. 
when people were moving out "We had 2,000 two weeks ago 
and you could never see what was and now it's less than 1,000." 
really going on," she said in the An estimated 250,000 East 
East Timor capital Dili. Timorese fled their homes amid 

Quentier said the 4,000 refu- the violence from pro-Jakarta 
gees at Tuapukan were also told militias which followed the vote 
by militiamen they had to pay for for independence on August 30. 
medical assistance. The U.N. estimates more than 

·'Apparently there has been 113,000 have so far returned to 
medical assistance but there is a the territory and have prepared 
lack of information. People were for a further 130,000 to cross the 

/ told they had to pay, so we have border in the near term. 

I Indonesia frees about 
1,000 Thai fishermen 
BANGKOK, Thailand (AP)
About 1,000 Thai fishermen ar
rested by Indonesia last month for 
intruding in its waters were freed 
with their boats and returned home 
to southern Thailand, Thai televi
sion reported Monday. 

The fishermen, back in the Thai 
port town of Ranong, 470 kilo
meters (290 miles) south of 
Bangkok, told the ITV television 
network they were released after 
paying fines. 

Around 200 Thais remain un
der arrest, but Thai Foreign Min
istry spokesman Don 
Pramudwinai expected them to 
be freed soon. Thai embassy offi
cials in Jakarta had been in con
tact with the Indonesian govern
ment about their release. 

About 56 Thai boats with more 
than 1,200 fishemien on board 
were caught fishing in Indone-

sian waters late last. month after 
seeking seas to trawl when Thai 
boats were barred from Myanmar 
waters during a bilateral spat. 

Myanmar's military regime had 
closed its land border with Thai
land and suspended fishing con
cessions after five rebel Myanmar 
pro-democracy students stormed 
its embassy in Bangkok on Oct. 
1-2 and took hostages. 

The ·border was reopened after 
two months, but Myanmar, also 
known as Burma, wants to rene
gotiate the concessions before let
ting Thai boats back in into its 
Andaman Sea waters. 

The diminishing marine re
sourcesfromoverfishingintheGulf 
of Thailand has tempted Thai fish
ermen to go far1hcr afil:!d in recent 
years. Thailar1d has been seeking 
new fishing concessions for Thai 
boats in Indonesian waters. 

Members of the Free Aceh Movement (GAM) parade during a cer
emony to mark the 23rd anniversary of the Muslim-affiliated movement 
in Jeuneub, north province of Aceh. AP 

: . ; 
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Ace~ne:3e worr:en cut hair of four women suspected as prostitutes in front of Baiturrahman Mosque in the 
provmc1~I c~p1tal qt Banda Aceh, Ace_h Sunday. Islamic law now is implemented by Muslim-affiliated 
separatists m the violence-wrecked region as they step up their campaign to break away from Indonesia. AP 

Indonesia assures Aceh 
of money, autonomy 
JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) 
- Hoping to get separatist 
guerrillas to the negotiating 
table, Indonesia Monday 
promised restive Aceh prov
ince more self-government 
and money while the military 
arrested five soldiers accused 
of shooting independence pro
testers. 

Gen. Wiranto, a senior Cabi
net minister responsible for 
security, said the government 
wanted formal talks with the 
Free Aceh Movement, known 
by its acronym of GAM. 

"Dialogue can be held in any 
place ... and should involve 
students, Islamic clerics, com
munity leaders and GAM," 
Wiranto said after a three-hour 
Cabinet meeting. 

The guerrillas have waged a 
bitter, decade-long war 
against Indonesian rule in 
which at least 5,000 people 
have died. 

Secessionist sentiments and 
demands for an independence 
referendum have increased 
dramatically since East Timar 
broke away from Indonesia in 
October. 

Last month, a quarter of the 
province's population of 4.1 
million, took part in a huge 
protest in the regional capital 
ofBandaAceh, 1,750kilome
ters (I, l 00 miles) northwest 
of Jakarta. 

Secessionist demands have 
been fueled by reports of nu
merous atrocities committed 
by Indonesian troops. The 
Acehnese also accuse the cen
tral government in Jakarta of 
shortchanging the province of 
its fair share of the revenues 
from the lucrative oi I and gas 
industry. 

''The government will not 
delay granting Aceh more au
tonomy and greater revenue-

Wiranto 

sharing as both are urgently 
needed to convince the 
Acehnese the government is 
very serious in resolving this 
problem peacefully," Wiranto 
told journalists. 

He also said five soldiers 
had been arrested for provok
ing other troops into firing on 
pro-independence demonstra
tors in the town of Sigli in 
northwestern Aceh on Satur
day. Eleven people were in
jured. 

He did not el:iborate. 
Meanwhile, the Indonesian 

navy has dispatched six patrol 
ships to the area to prevent 
rebels from smuggling weap
ons shipments into the prov
ince, navy chief Adm. Achmad 
Sutjipto said Monday. 

Indonesia's new President 
Abdurrahman Wahid has said 
he would allow the Acehnese 
to hold a referendum on 
whether to introduce Islamic 
law in the staunchly Muslim 
province, but ruled out an East 
Timar-style plebiscite on in
dependence. 

Wahid has also called for 
talks, but his overtures have 
been spurned by Acehnesc 
leaders, including Hasan di 
Tiro, GAM's founder who 
lives in exile in Sweden . 

Foreign Minister Alwi 

Shihab said Monday the goal 
Wahid's recent visits to the 
United States, China, the 
Middle East, Japan and nine 
Southeast Asian nations was 
to garner international support 
for Indonesia's territorial in
tegrity. 

"No one within the interna
tional community supports the 
independence movement of 
Aceh and this gives (Wahid) a 
great boost and huge ammuni
tion when he conducts a dia
logue with the Acehnese," 
Shih.ab told a gathering dedi
cated to the 50th anniversary 
of U.S.-Indonesian ties. 

U.S. Ambassador Robert 
Gelbard said Washington's 
national security interests 
were "best served by an Indo
nesia that is democratic, 
peaceful, stable, unified and 
prosperous." 

Gelbard noted that in 1873 
the Sultan of Aceh requested 
U.S. naval support to fend off 
a Dutch colonial army from 
invading the independent prin
cipality on the northern tip of 
Sumatra island. 

"Washington declined the of
fer because it viewed its rela
tions with the Netherlands as 
much more important at the 
time," Gel bard said. '"And just 
as then, we view our relations 
with Indonesia as critical now." 

The Dutch army finally sub
dued the principality after a 
bloody, 30-year struggle and 
incorporated it into their East 
Indies colony, now Indonesia. 
To this day, the Acehnese still 
claim their independence was 
illegally abolished. 

Also Monday, Parliament's 
Speaker Akbar Tanjung said 
Wahid had agreed to discuss 
the Aceh crisis and other na
tional problems with senior 
legislators on Wednesday. 

l!:ommonmealtb of toe .flortbern jl!Jnriana 3lslanlHi 
COMMONWEALTH DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

Wakin's Bldg., Gualo Rai. Tel. 234-7145/7146'6293 .. Sa;p;m. MP 969l0 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
December 7, 1999 

PURSUANT TO PUBLIC LAW 8-41, SECTION 11, GOVERNOR PEDRO P. 
TENORIO AND LT. GOVERNOR JESUS R. SABLAN. THROUGH THE CDA 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS ARE HEREBY GIVING NOTICE THAT THE BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS QF TIIE COMMONWEALTH DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
(CDA) WILL RECONVENE ITS MEETING OF NOVEMBER 23, 1999 ON FRI· 
DAY. DECEMBER IO. 1999 AT 10:00 A.M. AT THE CDA CONFERENCE ROOM. 
WAKIN'S BUILDING. GUALO RAI, SAIPAN. 

AGENDA: 
I. PRELIMINARY MATfERS 

I. Roll Call 
JI. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

III. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
IV. REPORTS 

I. Fund's Availabilily Report 
2. Chainnan"s/Exccutive Director's Report 
3. Commiuees' Rcpon 
4. Manager's Report 

V. OLD BUSINESS 
I. Loan Guaranty Agreement 
2. FY '99 Financial Audit 
3. SBA Micro Loan Program 

VJ. NEW BUSINESS 
I. CPA Loan 

VII. DCD MATfERS 
I. Loan Status 

VIII. ADMINISTRATIVE MAITERS 
IX. OTHER MAITERS 
X. ADJOURNMENT 

All interesled persons are welcome to auend and to submit wrinen or oral Icstimony 
on the above agenda items. (Note: Pursuant to Public Law 8-41, Section 13(a)(7) and 
Section 13(c), the Board may vote to meet in executive session). 

/s'JUAN S. TENORIO 
Chainnan, CDA Board of Directors 

COMMONWEALTH SUPREME COURT 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
The Commonwealth Bar Examinations (MBE and Essay) 

are scheduled to be administered on February 24 and 25, 2000_ 
The Multistate Bar Examination (MBE) will be on Thursday, 
February 24 and the Essay Exam will be on Friday, February 25. 
All interested applicants shall obtain the application form and 
necessary information from the Director of Court by either call
ing telephone nos. 236-9800 or fax no. 236-9702 or by writing 
to P.O. Box 502165, Saipan, MP 96950_ 

All applications and required fees must be submitted to the 
Director of Court Administrator no later than January 11, 2000. 
The fees for Regular Applicants are $250.00 for essay and $42.00 
for the MBE. The fees for Attorney Applicant is $300.00 for the 
essay. 

Dated this 6th day of December, 2000. 

ls/MARGARITA M. PALACIOS 
Bar Administrator 

~~~iNORTHERN ~ARIANAS HOUSING CORPORATION(=) 
~-;;;;..,.? Koblerv11Ie Turnkey House and Lot for Sale 

- ~ EOI.IAJ.. HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 

The Northern Marianas Housing Corporation (NMHC) is offering for sale 
a three (3) bedroom concrete house, "AS JS" without any expressed or 
implied warranty, together with the land located in Koblerville, Saipan. 
The property is described as: 

Lot No. 005 I 496, containing an area of 7 45 square melers, 
more or less, on which the dwelling is situated. 

The sale will be conducted on Monday, January 10, 2000 at 10:00 a.m_ 
at NMHC"s Central Office in Garapan. A minimum bid price should not 
be less than $78,000.00. The purchase price shall be made in cash. 
certified. cashier's check or partially financed by or through NMHC. de
pending on the successful bidder's repayment ability. Minimum down 
payment shall be twenty five percent (25%) of the highest bid amount. 
Maximum financing term for the balance shall be ten (1 0) years. All 
payments must be received within 72 hours after the bid. 

Interested individual(s) may contact Thomas C. Duenas. Manager, Mort
gage Credit Division, al 234-6866/7689 on or before Monday, January 
10. 2000. 

NMHC reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to cancel or ex
tend the date. time and place for sale of such property. Any prospective 
buyer must be a person authorized by the Constitution and laws of the 
Commonweallh of the Northern Marianas Islands to hold title to real es
tate in the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. 

"NMHC is an EQUAL EMPLOYMENT AND FAIR HOUSING PUBLIC AGENCY" 



(IIi!'li PAC J 
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

Marianas Pacific Distributions Inc. (MARPAC) is looking for 
qualified applicants for the following positions: 

SALES MANAGER 
Applicants must meet the following requirements: 

W University Degree (preferably Business) 
W Excellent verbal and written communication skills 
W Proficient with the use of Excel & Word, Email Etc ... 
W Able to work under pressure 
W A Team Player 

MARPAC offers a competitive benefit package. 
Interested applicants should submit their resume at the 
MARPAC office located in Gualo Rai. No phone calls 
please. 

MARPAC requires proof of identity and eligibility to 
work in the CNMI (Resident Workers Only), drug 
testing, police and court clearance and ability testing. 

MARPAC IS AN EQUAL 0PPOR1UNITY EMPLOYER. 

PROCUREMENT & SUPPLY CNMI GOVERNMENT 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 

RFP00-0015 

Governor Pedro P. Tenorio and Lt. Governor Jesus R. Sablan. through lhe Director of Procurement 
and Supply. arc soliciting competitive proposals from qualified individuals or firms conversant wi1h 
governmental procurement and acquisi1ion processes. for the development and implementation of a 
comprehensive. systems based, fixed asset managemcn1 program. 

The scope of work for the project may be obtained at the Division of Procure men! and Supply. Lower 
Base. Saipan. 

All proposals must be signed. One (I )original and two (2) copies for each proposal mus1 be submit
ted to the Division of Procurement and Supply in a scaled envelope marked RFP00-0015. The 
openin.g will OI: on December 10. 1999 at J0:00 a.m. Any proposa!S received after 1hc deadline will 
nol be :iccrprcd. 

Proposals wi!\ be evaluated on the basis of the followin~: 
A. Technical Prnpos;i,l L 

3. 40rr E,pcricncc in similar or related projccls 

h. 1.5C"c Demonstrated understanding of rcquiremrn1s 
c. 20,..;. Technical expertise of principals and proposed staff 
d. 150 Approach to 1hc project 

8 Cost Proposal 
Price is also a factor for com,idcration and price" v. ill bl! evaluated in comparison with the ovt.-rall 
merit of proposals. Technical merit is more important than price and the Go,,cmmeni reserves the 
right to award to other than lhc lowest priced proposal. As proposals become more equal in technical 
merit. the imprn1ance of price will incrca.K 

The C:N\11 .rimemmcni rescr,.·cs the rig.ht to reject any or all proposals or to waive any defects. if it 
ic, the bt::st mterest of the go\'emmi.:nt. All proposals v. ill become the property of the Division of 
Procurement and Suppl), 

lnquincs should t.c directed to Robcn Florian. b.ecutive ,\5sistant to the Director. Di\'ision of Pro
curemenr and Supply :111dephonc number (670) 664-15 J4, fax number 664-1515. 

, Ll'C't DI.G '-IEl.',f\ 

~,·, :-..·:~~ : F:::.::1,,· 
., HERMAS S. 5.\BLA:,; 

D,n:.-1,1r. [)111\c,,n ,,r' Pr:,:L,a·111t·m !.:. Su;-p:_, 

Younis Art Studio, Inc. 

HAFA ADA! AND HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 

IN CELEBRATION OF THIS YEAR'S HOLIDAY 

SEASON, YOUNIS ART STUDIO, INC. WOULD 

LIKE TO ANNOUNCE THAT THE MARIANAS 

VARIETY AND GUAM VARIETY NEWSPAPERS 
WILL NOT BE PUBLISHED ON THE 

FOLLOWING DATES: 

• DECEMBER 27, 1999 (MONDAY) 
• DECEMBER 28, t 999 (TUESDAY) 
0 JANUARY 3, 2000 (MONDAY) 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR UNDERSTANDING 

AND HAVE A WONDERFUL CHRISTMAS AND 

A HAPPY NEW YEAR. 

South Korean labor union leaders shout slogans demanding freer labor movement after storming 'the office 
of the Federation of Korean Industries in Seoul, Monday. Head bands reads uunion and fighting." AP 

Korean workers stage 
vociferous protests 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 
- Demanding more labor 
rights, the head of South 
Korea's largest umbrella la
bor group began a sit-in Mon
day at the office of President 
Kim Dae-jung's ruling party. 

Park In-sang, chairman of 
the Korea Federation of Trade 
Unions, and 10 aides occu
pied the office of the acting 
president of the ruling party, 
the National Congress for New 
Politics. 

The action followed a four
hour sit-in by 100 union lead
ers at the office of the Federa
tion of Korean Industries, 
South Korea's most powerful 
business lobby group, earlier 
in the day. 

The protests were part of a 
campaign by South Korea's 
two major labor umbrella 
groups to step up demands for 
a shorter work week and a le
gal revision that would allow 
greater union activity. 

··Despite our repeated de
mands, the government and 

the ruling party have failed to 
take any action," Park said in 
a statement. 

Park threatened to organize 
a nationwide strike unless 
parliament revises the restric
tive labor law before it ends 
its regular session on Dec. 
18. 

In 1997, a labor law was 
adopted to remove union lead
ers from company payrolls 
beginning in 2002. Violators 
can face a prison term of up to 
two years or a fine of up to 20 
million won ($16,000). 

Workers have been cam
paigning to abolish the law, 
arguing that it undermines · 
union activity. 

The Federation of Korean 
Industries, which represents 
the nation's 430 major com
panies, opposes any revision 
of the law. 

About I 00 leaders from 
Park's labor group stormed the 
lobby group's office in Seoul. 
They withdrew after the group 
said it has no intention of re-

stricting free labor movement. 
"Fight, fight, fight" work

ers shouted outside the office 
of the group's chairman. 
About 350 riot police were 
deployed nearby. The national 
Yonhap news agency said sev
eral officials of the group 
were injured fighting with 
union leaders trying to storm 
the building. . 

The union leaders were an
gry at a decision a day earlier 
by the lobbying group to cam
paign against legislators seek
ing to revise laws favoring 
labor unions. 

The lobbying group said it 
will provide funds to candi
dates running against pro
union legislators in general 
elections in April. 

The more militant Korean 
Confederation of Trade 
Unions, with an estimated 
membership of 600,000, also 
demanded the law revision 
and a cut in the work week 
from 44 hours to 40 hours, 
without a change in pay. 

N. Korea frosts relations with Japan 
TOKYO (Reuters) - Little 
more than a day after Japa
nese and North Korean politi
cians agreed to work on im
proving ties, Pyongyang Sun
day accused Tokyo of being 
bent on aggressi'.e militarism 
in the coming century. 

In an article in the Saturday 
edition of North's party news
paper Rodong Sinmun, 
Pyongyang said Japan is pre
paring for overseas aggres
sion, according to a report 
from Korean Central News 
Agency monitored Sunday in 
Tokyo. 

"Japan has emerged as a dan
gerous military entity for ag
gression, becoming a hotbed 
of aggression and war to quell 

the expectation and desires of 
humankind in the 21st cen
tury," KCNA reported. 

The article continued to call 
Japan a "cancer-like entity," 
and said that North Korea 
should take "strong precau
tions" against Japan. 

The decades-old chill be
tween the two nations that 
straddle the Sea of Japan 
warmed slightly Friday when 
Japanese and North Korean 
ruling parties issued a rare 
joint statement urging the re
sumption for the first time in 
seven years of talks on estab
lishing diplomatic relations. 

The agreement, which fol
lows improved ties between 
Pyongyang and Washington, 

was forged at talks by a Japa
nese delegation led by former 
Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama, and Kim Yong
sun, Secretary of North 
Korea's ruling Workers Party. 

Relations between Tokyo 
and Pyongyang plunged to a 
recent low in the summer of 
1998 with the launch of the 
multi-stage, long-range 
Taepodong missile over Japan 
in August last year, resulting 
in Japan's decision to impose 
four new sanctions against 
North Korea. 

Japanese media reported 
Saturday that Tokyo was ready 
this week to lift sanctions im
.posed against North Korea 
after the missile launch. 
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White House adorned for holidays 
WASHINGTON (AP)
Sacajawea, cuddling a baby in 
her arms, is hanging out in the 
White House's elegant Blue 
Room with Eleanor Roosevelt, 
Benjamin Franklin, Rosa Parks 
and a flying Amelia Earhart. 

Actually, many Siicajaweas 
with babies, three Harriet 
Tubmans and at least two Albert 
Einsteins, are among the 80 hand
made dolls that grace the branches 
of the 18-foot noble fir serving as 
the White House's main Christ
mas tree. 

The dolls represent this year's 
theme, "Holiday Treasures at the 
White House," featuring decora
tions that highlight America's fa
mous landmarks, people and his
torical events. 

"We really wanted to have the 
treasured memories that so many 
of us have from the holiday sea
son brought back to life in an old
fashioned Christmas," said first 
lady Hillary Rodham Clinton. "All 
through the house, there are 
memories of holiday treasures 
from years past." 

Mrs. Clinton described the holi
day trimmings Monday for an 
oversized throng of media-clearly 
a byproduct of her anticipated 
Senate campaign. "I don't think 
we've ever had such a crowd," 
she noted. 

She regaled reporters with a 
story of hard labor by White House 
pastry chefs to concoct this year's 
holiday confection: Gingerbread 
replicas of the White House, the 
Jefferson Memorial, the Wash
ington Monument and Mount 
Vernon, George Washington's 
estate - with a licorice Socks the 
cat and chocolate Buddy the dog 
scampering around on the White 
House grounds. 

The Washington Monument 
had a red flashing light in its peak, 
although Mrs. Clinton pointed out 
that there were no low-flying 
planes in the State Dining Room 
to run into it. 

"When I saw this creation, my 

breath was literally taken away," 
Mrs. Clinton said, seeming to suc
cumb to the decadent display be
fore her- 1,010 pounds of ginger
bread, sugar and marzipan shaped 
like little buildings, held together 
by chocolate. 

"Anyone who is a chocoholic, 
as I from time to time am, can just 
imagine living in a place whose 
walls are held together by choco
late," Mrs. Clinton mused. 

In the East Wing lobby, there's 
a whole tree devoted to the vari
ous historic buildings that the first 
lady is seeking to restore through 
the Save America's Treasures 
partnership between the White 
House Millennium Council and 
the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation. 

Right between the red glass or
naments and velvet bows are min
iature replicas of a Revolutionary 
War gunboat lost in Lake 
Champlain in 1776; Val-Kill Cot
tage in Hyde Park, Eleanor 
Roosevelt's home; and the Wash
ington Monument, with four li
ons seated around its base. 

Some of the tree ornaments have 
more personal than historical sig
nificance, Mrs. Clinton said. A 
tree in the East Room contains 
icicle ornaments that decorated 
many a Rodham family Christ
mas tree during her childhood. 

"I fondly recall having fights 
with my brothers, throwing them 
at each other," Mrs. Clinton said. 
"They are much more discreet 
and attractive in the East Room." 

The first lady also revealed the 
president's holiday greeting card, 
with a watercolor painting of the 
White House's north portico on a 
snowy night, its windows warmly 
lighted with a green wreath in 
each one. 

The painting was by Ray Ellis 
of Martha's Vineyard, Mass., who 
also designed last year's card and 
was there for the unveiling. "I can 
assure you, I don't paint by the 
numbers," said Ellis. 

The Blue Room tree was do-
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First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton points at a holiday gingerbread house in the State Dining Room of the White 
House Monday, as she gave a media tour of the decorations. AP 

nated by Ed and Cindy Hedlund 
of Elma, Wash. 

Besides the dolls, the tree is 
covered with 10,500 lights, 300 
tin icicles, 725 glass balls and 51 
colorful ornaments from each state 

and the District of Columbia. Its 
base is wrapped in a handmade 
green velvet tree skirt, also 
stitched with designs from each 
state and territory. 

"Where's New York?" asked a 

reporter, craning her neck in a 
concentrated search. 

"Prominently displayed some
where," replied Capricia 
Marshall, the White House's so
cial secretary. 

Barn on February 25, 1983, was called by our 
Lord Jesus Christ to her eternal rest on 

Tuesday, November 30, 1999, at the age of 16. 

She now joins her Grandparents; Bonifacio Reyes Sablan & Rufina Demapan Palacios 
She will be extremely missed and forever remembered in the hearts of her 

Parents Vicente Masga Sablan (Ben Pacho) 
Natividad Oemapan Palacios Sablan (Darlene) 
Lourdes Santos Sablan Step Mother 

Grandparents 
Brothers/Sister-in-law 

Stepsister/Brothers 

Godparents 

Nanny 

Maria Mendiola Masga Sablan/Francisco Muna Palacios 
Vince11t P. Sablan & Norma Fujihira 
(Kimberly, Vincent Jr., Raymond, Kelly, Kelsey, Kathleen, Vanessa & Rufina) 
Frank P. Sablan & Marylou Atalig 
Ryan P. Sablan & Neftis Sony 
John Paul P. Sablan & Juanette Guerrero 
(Phillip John & Gwendolynn Nicole) 
Patrick Michael P. Sablan 
Patricia P. Cabrera 
Georgette Marie Castro-Das/Ajit Kumar Das 
George Jr./Selena Castro 
Greg Castro/Lori 
Jose C. Ayuyu 
Antonia M. Tudela 
Daisy A. Penarubia 
Nancy A. Penarubia 
Mary Jean A. Penarubia 
Shielyna S. Sanarez 

Uncles/Aunties : Winnie/Luis Sablan; Tina/Ramon Sablan; Maggie(deceased)/Jose Sablan; Felisa/Jose 
CH. Pangelinan; Mary/Martin Sablan; Antonia/Antonio Benavente(deceased); Ellain~/Julna Sa.blan; Rosita/Se~ator Rica.rdo 
Atalig; Frank/Emilia Sablan; Ramona/Isaac M. Calvo; Mary Ann/James Reyes; Falrma/Antomo Cabrera; Jacinta Palacios; 
Teresna/Adrian Murig; Bemadna/Henry Sablan; Francis Palacios; Pauline Palacios; Rita Palacios; Frank/Marde Palacios; 
Benjamin/Evelyn Cabrera; John Diego/Julie Palacios; Joseph Michaet/Yumi Palacios; Raymond Palacios/Evelyn Sablan; 
Begonia/Thomas Flores; Alvaro Santos/Marcy Cepeda; Roque/Dr. Chrisline E. Santos 
She is addifionally suwived by numerous Nieces, Nephews and Cousins. 

Daily memorial masses are being offered at Mt. Carmel Cathedral at 6:00AM. 
On Thursday, December 9, 1999 at 7:00AM, her remains will be taken out from CHC and will 
proceed to Mount Carmel Cathedral for viewing. Mass of a Christian burial will be offered at 

10:00 a.m. Interment will follow at Chalan Kanoa Cemetery, Saipan. 
Lunch will be served immediately after tlie burial at tlie Cathedral Social Hall. 

'1/oWJ P~, <fku#, aHd p~ MB q~ ,(/~ 
FROM TIIE FAMILY 
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• DrlQ -\NlERNATIONAL 
OS1A1Stn0AS 

W· A N T. E D 
An intemational wholesale distribution company is looking for a talented and 

responsible applicant for a senior company position as: 

SALES EXECUTIVE 
Previous sales or relaced experience preferred 
Previous experience in wholesale or similar industry an advantage 
Professional image and attitude necessary. Able to negotiate at all levels 
Computer literate with experience in spreadsheets and word processing 
Excellent salary and conditions apply, commensurate with experience 
Motivated, reliable, self starters need only apply! 

Ple,1se apply in person at Chalan Kiya Industrial Center #4 or Phone 235-2706. Fax 235-2711 

The successful candidate only will be required to provide a health cenificate and police and 
traffic clearances. 

LOCAL HIRE ONLY 

• COMMONWEALTH PORTS AUTHORITY 

CPA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING 
Pursuant to Public Law 8-41, Section 11, Governor Pedro P. Tenorio and 
Lt. Governor Jesus R. Sablan, through the Commonwealth Ports Author
ity Board of Directors, hereby give notice that a special meeting of the CPA 
Board of Directors will be held on Friday, December 10, 1999 at 2:00 p.m. 
at the CPA Conference Room, Sa.ipan Seaport Office, on Saipan. 

The following items are on the agenda, for the above-referenced meeting: 

I. PRELIMINARY MATI'ERS 
1. Call to Order 
2. Roll Call 
3. Adoption of Agenda 

II. SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA 
1. Limited Retail Concession RFP 
2. Universal News-Joint Ad Sponsorship Budget Request 
3. Personnel Contracts 
4. Implement a Previously Approved Employee 

Reclassification per Employee Classification and 
Compensation Plan 

5. Board Resolution for CPA Retirees 
III. PUBLIC COMMENT 
rv. ADJOURNMENT 

All interested persons are welcome to attend and to submit written or oral 
testimony on the above·agenda item. 

ls.lRoman S. Palacios 
Chairman, Board of Directors 

December 07, 1999 
Date 

~ NOTICE 
~'ii~ 
Pursuant to Public Law 8-41, Section 11, Governor Pedro P. Tenorio 
and Lt. Governor Jesus R. Sablan, through the Marianas Visitors 
Authority, hereby give notice that a Board meeting will be held on 
Monday, December 13, 1999, at 10:00 a.m. at the Rota Resort and 
Country Club's Conference Room on Rota. 

AGENDA 

I. Preliminary Matters 
a. Meeting to Order 
b. Roll Call 
c. Adoption of Agenda 
d. Adoption of Minutes - November 18, 1999 

II. Committees 
a. Finance 
b. Policy 
c. Personnel 
d. PR &Ad 
e. Tourist Site Development 
f. Visit '99 
g. Legislative Affairs 

III. Miscellaneous/Announcements 
a. Board Ballots 
b. Correspondence 

IV Executive Session 
V. Adjournment 

ls/David M. Sablan 
Chairman, MVA Board of Directors 

There is No 
Hope in Dope = 

Tn1mp summons 
leaders of Refonn 
BEYERL Y FULLS, Calif. 
(AP)- Developer Donald 
Trump, laying the groundwork 
for a possible presidential run, 
invited nearly 100 Reform Party 
leaders to a get-acquainted ses
sion Monday in his first trip to 
California since forming a presi
dential exploratory committee. 

The billionaire developer held 
a news conference with his model
girlfriend Melania Knauss stand
ing nearby and in sight of the 
famous Hollywood sign and 
downtown Los Angeles and Cen
tury City. 

"I can only go by the gut at a 
certain point," Trump told about 
a dozen reporters at a news con
ference on the sunny rooftop deck 
of a ritzy hotel here. "I think I 
probably have a good shot." 

In a collision of politics and 
celebrity that would likely be a 
hallmark of a Trump candidacy, 
he met with Reform Party offi
cials at the same hotel that was 
the site of a promotional event for 
the new film" Anna and the King." 
Actresses Jodie Foster and 
Whoopie Goldberg milled around 
the hotel and a TV crew on the 
other side of the roof deck inter
viewed Goldberg as Trump spoke 
to political reporters. An elephant 
like the one in the film was on 
hand for a promotional shoot and 
sniffed at debris in an adjacent 
parking lot. 

Trump told the reporters that 
polls he has commissioned sug
gest he would be a strong con
tender against prospective rivals. 
But a nationwide poll conducted 
last month by the Los Angeles 
Times showed Trump trailing 
potential primary opponents Pat 
Buchanan, Minnesota Gov. Jesse 
Ventura and Ross Perot. 

Trump said he will likely de
cide whether to run by late Febru
ary. 

Exuding his trademark confi
dence, Trump said he is looking 
past the primaries and will base 

WASHINGTON (AP)- Ad
vocacy groups renewed their 
push Monday for broadcasters 
to provide voluntary air time to 
political. canclidates, followi~ 
up. on last year's recqm,menda
tion. by a presidential comniisa 
sion. 

The Alliance for BetterCam
paigns, along with the League 
of Women Voters, Common 
Cause and other civic organi
zations, also announced a 
project to track the number of 
political· ads shown by televis 
sion stations andcomparethat 
with the amount of candidate 
coverage they provide. 

"We simply have to take 
American. democracy offthe 
auction block," said former CBS 
anchonnan Walter Cronkite,. an 
honorary co-chairman of the al
liance. He noted broadcasters 
sell millions of dollars in politi
cal advertising, but may devote 

New York billionaire real estate tycoon Donald Trump made an 
appearance for the media atop a Beverly Hills, Calif., hotel Monday. 
The potential Reform Party presidential candidate is in the Southern 
California area to address party leaders and to test the political waters. 
AP 

his decision on whether he feels 
he could win a general election. 

"We feel we can get the Reform 
Party nomination," Trump said. 

He was scheduled to appear on 
"The Tonight Show" with Jay 
Leno later Monday. · 

Trump's political consultant, 
Roger Stone, said a Trump cam
paign would rely on pop culture 
to spread its message and over
come the major parties' domi
nance: 

"Here is the central ques
tion when you come to 
Trump's candidacy: Is the pop 
culture more influential in this 
country than the old institu
tions?" Stone said. 

Asked how Trump could rec
oncile his populist pitch with the 
fact that he convened his meet
ings in an emblem of Southern 
California affluence, the 
L'Ermitage hotel, where rooms 
start at $300 a night, Stone said he 
wasn't disputing "the fact that 
Trump is a billionaire." 

"But we also think it's impor
tant that his support tends to come 
from working-class people," 
Stone said_ "It's his policies that 
attract the working class, and his 
story - the fact that he's been up 
and then down and then back up 

only a tiny share of their c-0verage 
tothe campaigns. 

Paul Taylor, executive director 
of th¢ alliance, saidthegi:oup and. 
its partrtersw)fftn<)llltor political 
coverage and advertising aired by 
l~levisi9n ~tati<;ihs • ~tllrting lit· the 
end of this month-

The organizations. hope the 
scrutiny will prompt broadcast~ 
ers to embrace a recommendation 
by a presidential commission that 
broadca$ters, along with cable 
networks and satellite companies, 
provide five minutes of free air 
time a dayjn the 30 days leading 
up to an election. 

That recommendation was de
vised by a panel looking into 
ways broadcasters can pay back 
the public for getting. valuable 
digital channels from the gov
ernment for free. The Federal 
Communications Commission 
is expected to take up the issue 
next week. 

again. I don't think it's important 
what hotel you stay at." 

Some skeptics have questioned 
whether Trump's presidential ex
ploratory bid is actually a public
ity campaign to sell copies of his 
forthcoming book. His aides dis
tributed glossy brochures that fea
tured a photo of the book, accom
panied by a headline posing the 
question, "Donald J. Trump for 
President?" 

Stone said Trump planned to 
meet with as many as 90 Reform 
Party leaders from throughout the 
West on Monday night. Those 
meetings were closed to the news 
media. 

"He doesn't know the Reform 
Party people, and they don't know 
him," Stone said. "He's still in the 
exploratory phase, and he wants 
to find out what the receptivity 
would be to his candidacy if he 
chose to run." 

Trump, famously averse to 
shaking hands, had volunteers 
distribute hand sanitizing lotion 
to reporters as they awaited the 
developer. The safety seal on the 
bottle top was emblazoned with 
Trump's Web address. 

Trump did not shake any hands 
as he entered or left the news 
conference. 

Under the proposal by the 
presidential commission, sta
tions would choose· the cancli

. da.tes,ele~tions-fede~,~tatep( 

lo?~~··"·· l1Jld th~ .. J9~~% 'J}'}j~r 
. al.so ... ~?ul<l !F\Yt the ()~tj9n, of 
... m~l<jll~.t~etime.availal)l~.iptll.eir. 

newscasts .•• · •. ·····t·.···< ii·/···J··· r········ 
N'o~.<Jrns~i!l. of the. Am~d

canEnterpri~ Institute, co~c?air-• 
man of the pr~sidenti~lCO!fl~is
sion, saici h~ has bee11 disap-
pointetlthatsof~w bro11\:~t~rs. 
have agreed to offerlime V(llun~ 

tarily. . < < < ····••· .• With a few exc::eptiw1s,/'ir is 
clear that unless you have aie
lentless public Sp<)tlightandpre~" 
sure, nothing . gets done," 
Ornstein said. 

Proponentsoffreeair.tiJ'nesay 
it would give candid~te~ who 
can'taffordadvertis.ingachance 
to be heard and would provide 
voters with important info:nna0 

tion. · 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 1999-MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-21 

Boy, 13, shoots schoolmates 
FORT GIBSON, Okla. (AP) -
A seventh-grader walked up to a 
crowd of youngsters waiting for 
the morning bell Monday and 
opened fire with a gun. wounding 
four schoolmates before a sci
ence teacher pinned him against a 
wall, witnesses said. 

None of the injuries appeared 
to be life-threatening. A fifth 
youngster suffered bumps and 
bruises. 

"He doesn't even know who it 
was he shot," sheriff's Deputy 
Terry Cragg said. "There was not 
a hate thing. I asked him why. He 
said, 'I don't know."' 

The 13-year-old dropped the 
emptied, 9mm semiautomatic 
handgun as he was approached by 
science teacher Ronnie Holuby, 
who also serves as the safety of
ficer at Fort Gibson Middle 
School, Superintendent Steve 
Wilmoth said. Holuby grabbed 
the boy's arms and pinned him 
against a brick wall. 

The small, slender boy was 
taken to court for a closed, 15-
minute arraignment, walking sol
emnly between two deputies and 
keeping his head down. 

His name was not released. No 
details were released on the ar
raignment or on what charges the 
boy faces. 

Authorities said they were not 
aware of any previous trouble in
volving the boy and did not know 
who owned the gun. The young
ster belonged to a teen Christian 

group and other school organiza
tions, students said. 

"He seemed like a really nice 
person," said Justine Hurst, a 13-
year-old eighth-grader. "He had a 
lot of friends." 

Kanjowah Bowley, another 
eighth-grader, said: "Some people 
say he's crazy, bu the 's really not. 
He comes from a really good fam
ily." 

Students had gathered outside 
the middle school and were wait
ing to enter for the start of classes 
when the boy walked up at around 
7:45 a.m., put his backpack down 
and started shooting, witnesses 
said. 

"He did not say anything or 
make any accusations," said par
ent Richard Schindel, who re
peated what his son told authori
ties. "All the kids started running. 
... It was only at that time my son 
realized he had been shot when 
one of his friends told him he had 
been shot. He looked down and 
saw the blood dripping from both 
his hands." 

School officials, given safety 
training following the Columbine 
High School massacre, rushed the 
students to the safety of the caf
eteria. 

Some students thought the 
popping came from fireworks 
left from a state high school 
football championship game 
that Fort Gibson lost 46-0 Sat
urday. 

"We heard one girl screaming. 

Emergency workers transport a shooting victim to the emergency room of St. Francis Hospital in T u/sa, Okla., 
Monday after a 13-year-old seventh-grader at Fort Gibson Middle School, armed with a 9mm handgun, 
allegedly opened fire Monday, wounding four of his schoolmates. AP 

We saw smoke coming from the 
cement," eighth-grader Greg 
Pruitt said_ 

The wounded students were 
taken to hospitals in nearby 
Muskogee and Tulsa. 

A 12-year-old boy was in fair 
condition with a bullet wound in 
each arm, a 12-year-old girl was 
in fair condition with a cheek 
wound, a 13-year-old was treated 
for a wound to his forearm and 
another 13-year-old underwent 

surgery for a leg wound. 
Wilmoth described Fort Gibson 

as "a close-knit, very religious 
community." The blue-collar 
town of about 3,500 is about 50 
miles southeast of Tulsa. About 
450 students attend the middle 
school. 

Police obtained search warrants 
to search school lockers. All of 
the district's 1,850 students were 
sent home for the day. 

Gov. Frank Keating issued a 

statement saying the shooting 
"must serve as a call to arms" to 
address "the root causes of what 
is happening to our families and 
young people." 

President Clinton told report
ers in Washington that investiga
tors from the FBI and Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 
were on the scene. 

"Our prayers are with each of 
the children and their families," 
Clinton said. 

Mystery of Mars Lander continues Social Security 
costs 'too low' 

PASADENA, Calif. (AP)
With hope fading fast for the Mars 
Polar Lander, NASA investiga
tors may have to face the possibil
ity of never really knowing what 
went wrong with the spacecraft 
157 million miles from Earth. 

The space agency has on! y scant 
information on the final moments 
of the S 165 million spacecraft's 
attempt to land on Mars, and no 
hope of recovering any wreck
age. 

··rt may be that everything went 
right and it simply landed in a 
terrible spot," said physics pro
fessor Robert Park, a University 
of Maryland expert on the space 
program. "Who knows if it landed 
on a big boulder and fell over'1" 

''We just don't know, and we 
never will, is my guess," he said. 

For NASA, the loss would mean 
back-to-back Mars expeditions 
ended in failure. 

Mission controllers planned 
another attempt early Tuesday to 
detect a signal from the space
craft, which has not been heard 
from since it began its descent 
Friday. Two microprobes that 
were to have landed separately 
also were lost. 

No signal during the next win
dow would eliminate one expla
nation forthe spacecraft's silence 
- that it was in a slumbering "safe 
mode" caused by some problem 
after landing, said Laurie Leshin. 
a member of the lander's science 

NASA Mars Polar Lander Project Manager for Operations Richard 
Cook (left) points to on-screen data during an unsuccessful attempt to 
comm(lnicate with the lander on Sunday at the Jet Propulsion Labora
tory in Pasadena, Calif. In foreground is Mission Engineer Phil Knocke. 
AP 

team. 
"We think this is one of our last 

really good chances," she said 
Monday. 

Otherpossibleexplanations: the 
spacecraft burned up in the atmo
sphere, crash-landed on the Red 
Planet, or experienced some kind 
of problem with its antenna or its 
computer. 

It could be two weeks before 
the mission is declared a failure, 
said Richard Cook, the 
spacecraft's operations manager 
at NASA's Jet Propulsion Labo
ratory. 

If the mission did fail, one criti
cal piece of information could be 
acquired by the powerful cam
eras of NASA's orbiting Mars 
Global Surveyor, a satellite that is 
mapping the sUiface of Mars. 
Cook said NASA will look for 
evidence of the lander's parachute 
on Mars. 

The satellite's eyes are not 
strong enough to see the lander 
itself, he added. 

As in the aftermath of the Sept. 
23 loss of the Mars Climate Or
biter, NASA would appoint a 
failure review board of internal 
and outside experts to s1udy ev
ery aspect of the mission from 
its development to disappear
ance. 

NASA quickly established why 
Mars Climate Orbiter vanished in 
September: Trajectory data 
showed that it hit the atmosphere 
at too low an altitude and burned 
up. By looking at navigation data, 

they discovered someone failed 
to convert measurements into 
met··:::: units. 

But Polar Lander's trajectory 
and condition were excellent up 
until communication was lost - as 
expected - as the spacecraft posi
tioned itself for entry. 

The scenario is similar to the 
1993 loss of the $1 billion Mars 
Observer. In that case, a four
month investigation whittled 
down 60 possible causes and 
decided that ruptured fuel lines 
were the most likely cause of 
the spacecraft's sudden disap
pearance just three days before 
it was to begin circling the Red 
Planet. 

Polar Lander investigators will 
probably scour photographs taken 
as the spacecraft was being built. 
TI1ey could reveal whether any 
critical parts were not to specifi
cation - a big worry in this era of 
faster and cheaper space explora
tion, said John Pike, a space amt
lyst for the Washington-based 
Federation of American Scien
tists. 

"Those photos arc to spacecraft 
accident investigations what the 
flight data recorder is to aircraft 
accident investigations," he said. 

If a smoking gun is found in 
pictures or spacecraft data, the 
investigation could last only a few 
weeks. Officials will probably 
want to have answers before the 
next Mars orbiter and lander are 
delivered to the launch pad in 
2001. 

WASHING TON (AP)- Social 
Security costs in the next century 
are being underestimated because 
people are living longer, a bipar
tisan group of experts said Mon
day. As a result, there may be a 
bigger cash shortfall than antici
pated. 

"It's because good things are 
happening to us," said Eugene 

' Steuerle, an economist from The 
Urban Institute, who chaired the 
panel. ''While the (Social Secu
rity) trust fund might be in worse 
actuarial balance, that's largely 
because people are living longer." 

The panel, which also included 
demogr:.iphers and other experts 
from business and academia. was 
convened by the Social Security 
Advisory Board, created by Con
gress in 1994 to make recommen
dations to the board of trustees of 
the nation's retirement program. 

In a report released Monday, 
the panel said that based on the 
most recent research Social 
Security's trustees should assume 
faster increases in life expectancy 
when they make their next report 
about the program's financial 
outlook, due in the spring of 2000. 

Specifically, the panel said the 
trustees' curTent assumption that 
life expectancy for Americans will 
reach 81.5 years in 2070 should 
be boosted to 85 .2. 

Ultimately, that would mean 
3. 7 more years of collecting So
cial Security benefits per person, 
on average. 
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Coke chair, CE.O to retire 
ATLANTA (AP)-Coca-Cola's 
chairman and chief executive is 
stepping down in April after only 
2 l /2 years in the top jobs in a 
move that surprised many who 
felt the world's biggest soft drink 
company has weathered the worst 
of its recent financial troubles. · 

M. Douglas Ivester, 52, said 
Monday he will retire after Coke's 
mid-April shareholders' meeting. 
The Coca-Cola board designated 
longtime Coke executive Dou
glas N. Daft, 56, as Ivester's re
placement. 

in Europe, a race discrimination 
lawsuit and sagging stock prices. 
But some analysts said there was 
no indication Ivester was forced 
out. 

"In spite of the fact that they've 
probably had the most difficult 
year in decades, there was really 
no finger-pointing that I had ever 
heard toward Ivester," said Gary 
Hemphill of Beverage Marketing 
Corp. 

The timing of Ivester's an
nouncement puzzled analysts, 
who generally consider Coke on a 
rebound. Investors reacted negatively to 

the announcement, driving Coke's 
share price down $3.65 5/16 to 
$64.59 3/8 a share in trading at 
5: 15 p.m. on the New York Stock 
Exchange. 

··After having a part in the down
side, I would have expected him 
to stay around for the upside," 
said J.P. Morgan analyst John 
Faucher. 

Coca-Col chairman and CEO M. Douglas Ivester in this June 23, 1999 
file photo. AP 

Coca-Cola has been struggling 
to overcome a contamination scare 

"It just doesn't make a whole 
lot of sense for him to leave right 

now," Faucher added. 
A Coke spokesman said Ivester 

himself convened a special board 

Dr. Paul M. Horn, Senior Vice President of IBM Research, discusses l(:JM's plar,s to build a new 
supercomputer called "Blue Gene," Monday in New York. The supercomputerw,11 be 500 times more powerful 
than the world's fastest computers. AP 

Garment. 
Continued from page 3 

"'The high case scenario for the 
garment industry is that it stays 
right where it is ... at its peak pro
duction with about I 4,000 em
ployees right now," said Plinske. 

"The lowest case scenario 

Atalig 0 0 0 

Continued from page 8 

would be that the industry would 
be completely gone with zero 
employees left in the industry, 
but that's probably unlikely 
within the next five years," 
Plinske added. 

Plinske continued that whether 
the garments industry stays or 
goes, the inevitable popul"ation 
increase of 65,810 in 2005, is 
also predicted as one of the low-

defendants in the matter. 
'"In my years of practice, I have 

never had to subpoena a person to 
appear. Usually I will use the sub
poena to obtain documents," said 

ously done in bad faith and at Atalig who used to serve as asso-
the last minute," Atalig said. ciate justice of the CNMI Su-

Atalig said that last Nov. 26 preme Court. 
plaintiffs' counsel filed a second Atalig claimed that Sosebee is 
amended notice of deposition and attempting to hide behind the rules 
Sosebee was served a copy of all to avoid cooperating in the case. 
the notices. Even assuming that subpoenas 

fn addition, he said, Chief Pros- were necessary, Atalig said, they 
ecutor Kevin Lynch and two other were served on all defendants and 
government officials were served three other persons prior to the 
at their offices. date of the scheduled depositions 

Sosebee sent last Nov. 30 a and they still failed to appear. 
Ietterstatingthatsincethenotices '"Mr. Sosebee is trying to play 
were not subpoenas. they would games with the rules and has not 
not be appearing. made a good faith attempt to co-

Atalig said although subpoenas operate in this litigation," he said. 
were later served, still none of the Atalig said Sosebee in his Nov. 
persons appeared at the time of 30 letter states that the second 
their scheduled deposition. amended notice of depositions 

Atalig said there is no require- delivered to Lucy Nielsen, Keiko 
ment that counsel must subpoena Rosario, and Lynch are not sub-
parties especially when they are poenas as ordered by the court. 

'1t',; A·;.;· ... - .. ~.•.:.:.:.:.•.•.·.:. ••• •_ •• _.,. ,_ ~,~,1,1.1...ll. I I·.-.. -.·.-.-•.•.• •,,1~;;,1,;~i·., .•. , '. t • t • ' •• ·,·. ·.·.·.• .. '• 

est scenarios. 
"But the other thing is, if popu

lation will increase and garments 
are gone, actual employment 
would decrease. significantly. 
What's going to happen is that 
we 're going to have severe unem
ployment if we don't rectify this 
situation-the unemployment 
pressure .. .fewer jobs and more 
people," Plinske said to Rotarians. 

Sosebee also states that none of 
the individuals listed will be ap
pearing for depositions, said 
Atalig, adding that "it is as if he 
(Sosebee) was the attorney for all 
persons to be deposed. 

Atalig said he wrote to defen
dants on numerous occasions with 
no success. 

Atalig said Sosebee stated in so 
many words that he felt that coun
sel was in violation of the Ethics 
Code and should not be practic
ing law. 

"Hiscommentsaboutmylackof 
knowledge of the law in light of the 
fact that I am a retired justice shows 
the type of person that I have had to 
deal with since the inception of this 
case," he said. 

In light of AGO's actions, 
Atalig said, plaintiffs submit that 
the court should concern striking 
the answer and declaration for 
motion for summary judgment in 
addition to the imposition of costs, 
fees, and sanctions. 

meeting on Sunday where he told 
them of his plans to retire. 

The board "reluctantly ac
cepted" Ivester's decision, board 
member James Williams said in a 
statement. It voted to name Daft 
as president and chief operating 
officer, effective immediately, at 
Ivester' s recommendation. Those 
positions had been were vacant. 
The board also said it plans to 
elect Daft as Ivester's replace
ment in April. 

"Over the last 20 years, the 
Coca-Cola Co. has been fortunate 

Cop ... 
Continued from page 5 

attempted to steal items. 
Police investigation showed 

that while Cayetano was sleeping 
in his room he heard noises at 
about 2 a.m. 

Cayetano was surprised upon 
seeing three men, including the 

BOE ... 
Continued from page 5 

with summons and complaint by 
"registered or certified mail." 

"Unless and until plaintiff ef
fects service of valid process on 
defendant, this court lacks per
sonal jurisdiction over defendant," 
AGO said. 

In light ofTaisacan's failure to 
comply with the court's manda
tory process rules, AGO said, the 
court cannot exercise personal 
jurisdiction over the Board "at 
this time." 

Bishops • • • 

Continued from page 8 

Gov. Jesus R. Sablan, Mayor Jose 
C. Sablan, and Clarence Tenorio, 
who is the son of the late Saipan 
businessman, Jose Tenorio, in a 
breakfast session tendered by the 
fsla Financial Services, headed 
by its Vice President and General 
Manager Anne Demapan-Castro. 

· Ayuyu said the Roman Catho
lic church is now busy preparing 
for the jubilee celebration which 
will be highlighted by the open
ing of the door of the St Peter's 
Basilica in Rome by Pope John 
Paul II on the eve of Dec. 24. 

to have someone of Doug's wis
dom and dedication in its leader
ship ranks," Williams said. "We 
are pleased that (Ivester) has 
agreed to stay on until April to 
assist the company in this change." 

r vester had been Coke's chair
man and chief executive since 
October 1997. He was chosen by 
the board to succeed Roberto C. 
Goizueta, who had died of lung 
cancer just days earlier. 

Coke's stock fell to a 52-week 
low of$47.31 l/4in October from 
a high of$75.43 3/4 in November 
1998. But it had regained lost 
ground since then. 

In a letter to Coke's 29,000 
employees, Ivester said he de
cided to retire after "much soul
searching." 

"In the two years since my elec
tion, we have traveled a tough road 
together," Ivester wrote, citing 
Goizueta's death and an economic 
crisis that started in Asia and spread 
to several of Coke's key markets in 
Latin America and Russia. 

.. I have come to believe our 
company will now best be 
served by fresh leadership that 
will bring its own energy to bear 
- and r believe Doug Daft is 
the person to provide that lead
ership," he wrote. 

two defendants, standing in the 
living room. 

The victim shouted at the sus
pects, prompting the trio to run 
out of the door. 

A patrolling vehicle driven by Po
lice Officer Edwin T udelaspotted the 
fleeing suspects. Tudela managed to 
arrest the tvvo defendants. Some 
money in Philippine currencies and 
other items were allegedly recovered 
from the suspects. 

Taisacan, through counsel 
Joseph A. Arriola, stated in the 
complaint that the Board in 
tabulating the votes made er
rors sufficient to change the 
results of the elections as to 
who has been declared elected 
for the BOE member represent -
ing Rota. 

The Board's final tally showed 
Taisacan was able to muster 328 
votes as against Taitano's 349. 

Taisacan reportedly believes 
that she could have win by 120 
votes or by landslide against 
Marja Lee C. Taitano had the 
Board did not strike off some 
votes in her favor. 

The event will be simulta
neously occur in other churches 
worldwide, including on Saipan. 
whose main doors are now sealed. 

Ayuyu disclosed that Saipan is 
busier in its preparation since this 
year was Mt. Carmel Cathedral's 
50th celebration. 

The cathedral was originally 
dedicated on Dec. 14, 1949 but 
according to the priest they de
cided to have the ce le brat ion held 
two days earlier in order for the 
diocesan members to participate 
since 14 falls on a weekday. 

The cathedral's golden anni
versary was proclaimed by 
Bishop Thomas Camacho of 
Saipan even as early Dccemberof 
last year. 

' i\ 
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Toy Story 2 top grosser again FOR RENT 
APARTMENT & COMMERCIAL SPACE 

location : Gr.,i,ill Nea-DfS/11..-d Reck Cali 
: Sill 'Mente Area 

2-Bedroom Fully Furnished 
SplitType A/C on all Bedroom 

including dining, living & kitchen 

LOSANGELES(AP)-Apost
Thanksgiving lull left movie 
rankings largely unchanged as 
"Toy Story 2" continued to domi
nate a field of box-office hold
overs. 

"Toy Story 2" grossed $27.8 
million in its second weekend 
of nationwide release, accord
ing to industry figures Monday. 
The computer-animated movie 
passed the $100 million mark 
Saturday and has taken in $116.8 
million. 

No new films went into wide 
release over the weekend, so the 
list of top-grossing films shaped 
up much the same as the previous 
week. 

"Star Wars: Episode I -The 
Phantom Menace" returned for a 
one-week charity run and came in 
at No. 11 with $1.3 million. The 
proceeds are being donated to lo
cal causes. 

Here are the top 20 movies at 
North American theaters for Fri
day through Sunday, followed by 
distributing studio, gross, num
ber of theater locations, average 
receipts per location, total gross 
and number of weeks in release, 
as compiled by Exhibitor Rela
tionsCo. Inc. and ACNielsen EDI 
Inc. 

I. "Toy Story 2,"Disney,$27.8 
million, 3,238 locations, $8,573 
average, $116.8 million, three 

weeks. 
2. "The World Is Not Enough," 

MGM, $10.7 million, 3,163 loca
tions, $3,367 average, $90.4 mil
lion, three weeks. 

3. "End of Days," Universal, 
$9 .6 million, 2,599 locations, 
$3,710 average, $45.8 million, 
two weeks. 

4. "Sleepy Hollow," Para
mount, $8.9 million, 3,069 loca
tions, $2,890 average, $7 4.1 mil
lion, three weeks. 

5. "The Bone Collector," Uni
versal, $3.2 milliori, 2,518 loca
tions, $1,270 average, $58.1 mil
lion, five weeks. 

6. "Pokemon: The First Movie," 
Warner Bros., $2.3 million, 3,043 
locations, $770 average, $80.8 
million, four weeks. 

7. "Dogma," Lions Gate, $2.1 
million, 1,292 locations, $1,643 
average, $24.4 million, four 
weeks. 

8. "Being John Malkovich," 
USA,$1.4million, 624locations, 
$2,185 average, $13.8 million, six 
weeks. 

9. "The Insider," Disney, $1.33 
million, 1,483 locations, $896 
average, $23.9 million, five 
weeks. 

JO. "AnywhereButHere,"Fox, 
$ 1.32 million, 1,626 locations, 
$811 average, $16.4million, four 
weeks. 

11. "Star Wars: Episode I -

The Phantom Menace," Fox, $1.3 
million, 832 locations, $1,554 
average, $429 million, 26 weeks. 

12. "The Sixth Sense," Disney, 
$966,524, 1,034 locations, $935 
average, $273.5 million, 18 
weeks. 

13. "Flawless," MGM, 
$925,013, 478 locations, $1,935 
average, $3.4 million, two weeks. 

14. "American Beauty," 
DreamWorks, $780,219, 694 lo
cations, $I, 124 average, $67 .6 
million, 12 weeks. 

15. "The Best Man," Univer
sal, $585,095, 511 locations, 
$1,145 average, $32.1 million, 
seven weeks. 

16. "The Bachelor," New Line, 
$566,103, 511 locations, $542 
average, $20.6 million, five 
weeks. 

17. "Double Jeopardy," Para
mount, $538,007, 708 locations, 
$760 average, $113 million, 11 
weeks. 

18. "The Messenger: The Story 
of Joan of Arc," Sony, $525,386, 
977 locations, $537 average, 
$13.6 million, four weeks. 

19. "Music of the Heart," 
Miramax, $418,925, 858 loca
tions, $488 average, $14.1 mil
lion, six weeks. 

20. "House on Haunted Hill," 
Warner Bros., $392,421, 65I lo
cations,$603 average, $39.2 mil
lion, six weeks. 

Cubans say they have a place in the arts too 
MIAMI (Reuters) - From ci
gars to Che Guevara and "son" 
dance music, Cuba's culture has 
taken the pop world by storm. 
Cuban records have sold in the 
millions, movies from the island 
have been festival hits and U.S. 
designers have adopted the short
sleeved "guayabera" shirt 
favoured by Cuban men. 

But the emergence of Cuban
style leftist radical chic has left 
millions of Cubans who fled their 
homeland after President Fidel 
Castro's 1959 revolution out in 
the cold. In particular, it has alien
ated Cuban exiles in Miami and 
elsewhere who have spent decades 
crusading against Castro's Com
munist government. 

The exiles voice frustration over 
high-style T-shirts and advertise
ments using revolutionary slogans 
and images. In 1998, they railed 
against a Taco Bell fast food com
mercial in which a beret-wearing 
Chihuahua seemed to be mod
elled on Guevara, who once served 
as Castro's lieutenant. 

This summer some sought to 
block sales of Cigar Aficionado 
magazine because it ran a picture 
of Castro on its cover and asked if 
it was time to end the 37-year 
U.S. trade embargo. 

In perhaps the ugliest recent 
display of anger, thousands of 
exile protesters threw eggs and 
bottles in October in a downtown 
Miami demonstration against a 
performance of Cuba's most 
popular dance band, Los Van Van, 
which played in the city during a 
successful North American tour. 

"I think what many exiles ob
ject to is the political manipula-

tion of culture by the regime and 
the way in which groups that rep
resent a repressive government 
become symbols of freedom of 
speech in the United States," Juan 
Carlos Espinosa, assistant direc
tor of the Institute for Cu ban & 
Cuban-American Studies at the 
University of Miami, said. 

"Another objection that exile 
artists have is that U.S. cultural 
and arts figures often use political 
criteria to ignore and exclude them 
because they are exiles and deify 
the island's cultural representa
tives," he said. 

Politics aside, the exiles say 
they have their own artistic story 
to tell, which they say is as 
colourful and rich as the cultural 
life on the Caribbean island. 

This fall, Espinosa put together 
what was believed to be the first 
forum for movies reflecting the 
exile culture: a film festival at the 
University of Miami featuring 
only movies from the Cuban 
diaspora. The organisers said it 
met an academic and historical 
need to show Cuban films made 
by exiles. 

"I think there is an agreement 
among the artists in the exile com
munity that a story that has hu
man value has to be told, one 
which goes beyond politics, one 
which would be understood in 
any context around the world, one 
which is universal," said 
Alejandro Rios, who came from 
Cuba seven years ago and now 
works in media relations at Mi
ami-Dade Community College 
and was on the festival host com
mittee. 

Some of the 12 films presented 

during the three-day event fea
tured the strident anti-Castro poli
tics that dominate the public face 
of the Cuban exile community. 
One, "Libertad," a 1999 movie by 
Norton Rodriguez, was shown by 
anti-Castro Cubans last month as 
their alternative to the Los Van 
Van concert. 

The partisan film is the story of 
an artist who faces years of tor
ture and abuse in a.Cuban prison 
after being arrested for planning 
to leave Cuba for Miami. 
Rodriguez said it was rejected at 
several film events including the 
Miami Film Festival, the Fort 
Lauderdale Film Festival and the 
Sundance Film Festival, possibly 
because of its political content. 

APARTMENT 
2 Bedroom, 2 T&B, 24 Hrs. Water 

Spacious Living & Kitchen Area 
Location: Susupe across Grand Hotel 

2 Bedroom, 24 Hrs. Water 
Location: Back of Mobil San Jose 

COMMERCIAL OFACE SPACE 
Susupe along Beach Road across 
Grand Hotel Area: 2500 sq. ft. 

2nd Fir. of Modern Stationery Building 
in San Jose with ample Parking Space 

Area: 1000 sq. ft. 

NITE CLUB & KARAOKE SPACE 
Susupe along Beach Road across 

Grand Hotel 
Area: 2200 Sq. Ft. and 5000 Sq. Ft. 

For more information 
Please call Bong or Edgar 

at 234-8585/235-6163 

Name: ZHANG YINGZI 
 

Nationality: Chinese 
H found, please call at 288-TI44 

REVOKE 
LOST PASSPORT· 
Name: CHE SHAO HONG 

 
Nationality: Chinese 

• . = 

Car Aircon Evaporator 
(Most Type) 

$350.00 w/lnstatlation Guaranteed for two (2) yem · 
Inquire at: CBC .l(RWNDITIOSISG . 

(.\cross Tmmllause Dept. Storti Tel. No.23S.3110 

Laundry facilities, Spacious parking 

"MUST SEE TO APPRECIATE" 
Phone: 'l35-TI7111m Celt:287-7070 

APARTMENTS FOR RENT 
Must' see to appr-eo!.iat"e 

(only two units available) 

ONE BEDROOM APT. · $350.00/mo. 
'Ideal !or couple or single 'Fully concrete 

'Fully Furnished '24-hour water 'Water Heater 
'Trash SeNlce Include<! 

location: As Ute \dos> to valley Inn & Luci<'/ SUP«ffl'r\ell 
For I uiries call: 2811-7525 or 231-:ia&I 

FOR RENT 
{2) Bedroom, {1) Bedroom Apartment, 

Ful~ Fum~hecl, Laundry Room, Security Gale w/ 
Intercom, 24 h~. hol waler, H~h qU.1lily and cheap 

price. Localed in KobletVille. 
Modern Apartmeol 

Contact person: Mr. Wu 288-8484 or page 234-4228 

BIG SALE 

KIMUHI 
(1) 33LBS/Drum/$30.00 (2) 16.7 LBS/Drum/$17.00 

Hailan Market 
Free delivery over two drums 

Middle Road Chalan Laulau Tel. 234-5958, 234-2978 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
COMMONWEALTil OF TilE NORTHERN 

MARIANA ISLANDS 

IN THE MATIER OF THE 
ADOPTION OF 
RONIE PALMES PALEC and 
KENNETH PALMES PALEC, 
Minor Children, 
By: 
JOSEPH KYLE BUmRS and 
FELINA MUYCO-BUmRS, 
Petitioners. 
FCD AD CIVIL ACTION NO. 99-0461 

AMENDED 
NOTICE OF HEARING 

Date: 
Time: 
Judge: 

Please take notice that al 9:00 a.m., 
January 6. 2000, or as soon thereafter a.scan 
be heard, this Court will hold a hearing at the 
Superior Court in Susupe for the specific 
purpose of: 

I. Dt:tcrmining whether a decree of 
adoption of lhe minor children. Ronie Pal mes 
Palec and Kenneth Palmes Palec. should be 
granted to petitioners herein. 

2. Affording any party adversely affected 
an opportunity 10 be heard. 
Dated this 2nd day of December, 1999. 

/,/Deputy Clerk of Court 
Superior Court 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OFTIIE 
COMMONWl!ALTII OFTIIE NORTIIERN 

MARIANA ISi.ANDS 

DOMINIC L. FLORES. 
Plaintiff. 
\'S, 

MAR/Fl E. SAJO. 
l.ldcndanl. 
FCD·DI Action KO. 'Jl/.lJJJJ 

srnMo:-s 
TO THE ABOVE-N/\MEil DEFE:S:DA~T 

YOU ARE HEREBY SLMMONED and nmi
ficd to tile any :rnswcr you wi~h to m.u~~ to th~ 
Complaint for Di\'Or(c being tikd ag;11ns1 ~llu. a 
copy of which is given ynu hen::with. within lwcnl} 
(20) Jays after scrvin~ of 1h!s Sum111um uptin) ou. 
and r.k/ivcr or mail a copy of your amwcr IO 1hc 
LAW OffJCES OF JOSEPH A ARRIOLA. Al
torncv al Law. whose address is PPP 6 78. P\IB 
loooil. Garapan. Saipan, MP 96~50-8900. as -~oon 
as practicable a her lilin.g jOur amwl'r or scrn.Jir1g it 
to the Ckrk of Court for trlin~. 

Your answer ~hmild ~ in ,\~riti1n! and lilctl \\ ith 
the Ciak of Coun at 1hc Superiof Cour! for tile 
Comnwnwi.:alrh of the t\'urthcrn \fari.11t:.1 hLrnJ~. 
in the l!uu~c (lf Ju~1i-:c • (iuma llu~ti•;ia • !nm all 
,-\\\t'i.'~lt'. ii 11:ay he prcp;1rcd am..! ~ip11.'d :·(1r) ou \l~ 
\'nur rnun~L'I and ,c:ll In 1hl' C!crl 11f Crn1~t h, 
inc~,cn~L'f nr 11uil. II 1, not ricrc,,ar: t( 1r :-nu 1<1 
:1ppi:,1r :iL·r,(111.111.1 umil r"ur1l1L'r 11111iL\'. 

If \tlU t'ail at! ,111,\, L'f in :il\\1r,L11K\' ,1 ith !Ill' \uni 
111n1l\. judgment h) dcf.1ulr. mi) \11.' 1.,l~l11 .1~.1i11,! 
)DU fm \Ill' 1elicf di:m;uhbl in the Cnmpbint. 

BY ORDER OFTI/E ABO\E conn. 
D.1tcd th1~ I '-;I d~1) nf Sepll'mh.-r. l lJIJ9 

JOVIT:\ C. Fl.ORES 
Cl.ERK OF COt:RT 

Procurement and Supply CNMI Government 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
AFP NO. RFP00:0019 
FOR: STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS FOR AN ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT OF A 

PROPOSED HOMESTEAD SUBDIVISION IN AS MAHETIOK SAJPAN 

GOVERNOR PEDRO P. TENORIO AND LT. GOVERNOR JESUS R. SABLAN, THROUGH THE DIRECTOR 
OF THE DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT AND SUPPLY.ARE SOLICITING SEALED PROPOSALS TO QUALi· 
FIED INDIVIDUALS OR FIRMS FOR STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS FORAN ENVIRONMENTAL AS· 
SESSMENT OF A PROPOSED HOMESTEAD SUBDIVISION IN AS MAHETIOK. SAi PAN. INTERESTED 
INDIVIDUALS OR FIRMS MAY PICK UP PROPOSALS FORMS AND SPECIFICATIONS AT THE OFFICE OF 
THE DIRECTOR, DIVISION OF PUBLIC LANDS, JTV BUILDING IN AS LITO. SAi PAN. DURING WORKING 
HOURS (7:30 A.M. TO 4:30 P.M. MONDAY THAU FRIDAY, EXCEPT CNMI HOLIDAYS}. 

ALL PROPOSALS MUST BE SIGNED. ONE (11 ORIGINAL AND TWO 121 COPIES MUST BE SUBMITTED 
IN A SEALED ENVELOPE MARKED REPOO-OQJ9 TO THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR. DIVISION OF 
PROCUREMENT AND SUPPLY, LOWER BASE, SAIPAN BEFORE IOQOA M JAN 05 2000 

ls/HERMANS. SABLAN 
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~§'t1arianas 9/arietr~ 
· ·classified Ads sect.ion . 

Employment Wanted 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
All Interested resident workers are 

urged to register at the 
Dept. of Labor & Immigration, 

Division of Employment Services for 
!he Job/s being advertised In which 

you are qualified and available. 
For further assistance, 

please call Alfred A. Pangelinan at 
Tel. 664-2078. 

02 WASHING MACHINE OPERATOR
Salary: $3.05 per hour 
01 WELDER-Salary: $3.05 per hour 
Contact: HIP SHING (SAIPAN) Tel. 322-
8989 

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary: $4.69 per 
hour 
Contact: ANTONIO S. CAMACHO dba 
Westpac Freight Tel. 322-1212(12/ 
1)W33535 

02 WAITRESS-Salary: $3.05 per hour 
Contact: CITY CORPORATION dba 
CNMI Jook Restaurant Tel. 287-2878 

01 ELECTRONIC TECHNICIAN-Sal
ary:S3.05 per hour 
Plus $100.00 housing allowance. 
Plus $100.00 food allowance. 
Contact: LEE'S INC. Tel. 234-3848(12/ 
08)W33610 

01 WELDER-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
03 WASHING MACHINE OPERATOR
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: HIP SHING (SAIPAN) Tel. 322-
8383(12/08)W33611 

01 WAITRESS (RESTAURANT)-Sal
ary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: FENG ZE CORPORATION 
dba Yong An Restaurant Tel. 233-
4908(12/08)W33609 

01 COOK HELPER-Salary:S3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: BOBBIE'S AMUSEMENT CO., 
INC. Tel. 235-2624 

01 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
01 MUSICIAN-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
Contact: MARIVIC E. TAROPE dba 
Jolen Karaoke Club Tel. 235-2815(12/ 
15)W33681 
---- -·. ------·-----

01 MAINTENANCE (BUILDING) RE
PAIR-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
Contact: MARCELO T. ADUCA dba 
Supana Hong Thai Rest. Tel. 323-
2880(12/15)W33680 

01 MAINTENANCE MACHINE RE
PAIHER-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
Contact: JUAN P. TENORIO dba 
Morgen Enterprises Tel. 235-2611(12/ 
15)W33677 

01 TECHNICIAN, AUTOMATIC-EQUIP
MENT-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
Contact: EAST TELECOM CORPORA
TION Tel. 235-4418(12115)W33683 

01 MANAGER-Salary:$4.00 per hour 
Contact: SUNLEADER CO. LTD. dba 
Sun leader Dept. Store Tel. 233-3222(12/ 
15)W33684 

01 SUPERVISOR, AUTO MECHANIC
Salary:$1,090.00 per month 
01 AUTO PAINTER-Salary:S3.05-5.00 
per hour 
Contact: B & R CORPORATION dba 
Beach Road Auto Repair Tel. 234-
7184(12/15)W33682 

01 MASON-Salary:$3.50 per hour 
Contact: B & P INC. dba Smart Furni
ture & Interior Tel. 234-9357(121 
22)W33800 

01 MANAGER, DEPARTMENT-Sal
ary:$3.50-4.50 per hour 
Contact: MECHILLE CORPORATION 
dba Tongyang Carpet & BIF Furniture 
Tel. 234-1361(12/22)W82074. 

01 AUTO MECHANIC (MASTER)-Sal
ary:$6.50 per hour 
Contact: JUAN M. BORJA dba MS Car 
Care Tel. 288-2281 (12/08)W33608 

01 AUTOBODY REPAIRER-Sal
ary:$3.05 per hour 
01 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:$3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: SAPPHIRE ENTERPRISES, 
INC. dba Salyn's Beauty Shop Tel. 235-
4603(12/08)W33606 

01 (ASST.) F&B MANAGER-Sal
ary:$500.00-785.00 bi-weekly 
01 (ASSISTANT) FRONT OFFICE 
MANAGER-Salary:$500.00-785.00 bi
weekly 
Contact: PACIFIC MICRONESIA COR
PORATION dba Dai-lchi Hotel Saipan 
Beach Tel. 234-6413(12/08)W81801 

01 (ASST.) MANAGER (OPERATIONJ
Salary:$750.00-2,900.00 per month 
01 WAITRESS, RESTAURANT-Saf
ary:53.05-3.85 per hour 
01 (ASSISTANT) MANAGER-Sal
ary:$750.00-2,400.00 per month 
02 SALES CLERK-Salary:$3.05-8.00 
per hour 
02 BARTENDER-Salary:$3.05-3.85 per 
hour 
03 MASSEUSE-Salary:$3.05-3.50 per 
hour 
Contact: SUWASO CORPORATION 
dba Coral Ocean Point Resort Club Tel. 
234-7000(12/08)W81794 

06 VIDEO CAMERA OPERATOR-Sal
ary:$550.00-1,700.00 per month 
Contact: SAIPAN TV PRODUCTION, 
INC. Tel. 234-0386(12/08)W33612 

01 HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHANIC
Safary:$4.50 per hour 
Contact: HAWAIIAN ROCK PROD
UCTS CORPORATION Tel. 322-
0407(12/0B)W33614 

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal
ary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: SAIPAN SDA ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL Tel. 234-7326(12/08)W33615 

75 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR
Salary:S3.05 per hour 
10 SEWING MACHINE REPAIRER
Salary:S3.05 per hour 
10 IRONING (PRESSER MACHINE 
OPER.)-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
10 PATTERN GRADER CUTTER-Sal
ary:S3.05 per hour 
Contact: HSIA-LING H. LIN dba Net 
Apparel Company Tel. 235-6888(12/ 
08)W33617 

04 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal
ary:S3.05 per hour 
02 CARPENTER-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
01 AUTOMOBILE MECHANIC-Sal
ary:S3.05 per hour 
01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER BLDG.
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: BIRD ISLAND DEVELOP
MENT INCORPORATED Tel. 235-

. 6888(12/08)W33616 

01 SUPERVISOR GARMENT-Sal
ar;:S1 ,675.00 per month 
02 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER BLDG.
Salary:S3.05 per hour 
10 IRONING (PRESSER MACHINE 
OPER.)-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
10 PATIERN GRADER CUTIER-Sal
ary:S3.05 per hour 
80 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
01 FIRST AID ATTENDANT-Sal
ary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: UNITED INTERNATIONAL 
CORPORATION Tel. 235-6888(12/ 
08)W33618 

01 MAINTENANCE BUILDING RE
PAIR-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: GOOD DAY COORDINATING 
INC. Tel. 234-2101 (12108)W33620 

01 ALUMINUM FABRICATOR-Sal
ary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: RICHARD P. KAUTZ, JR. dba 
Kautz Glass Tel. 322-9282(12/ 
08)W33619 

01 SALESCLERK-Salary:$3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: MR. BIDENCIO C. AMADO 
dba Amado's Diving Fish Mart Tel. 256-
0221 ( 12/22)W337,~4 

04 REPORTER-Salary:$950 per month 
01 LAYOUT ARTIST-Salary:$3.50 per 
hour 
04 OPERATOR, PRINTING MACHINE
Salary:$3.50 per hour 
02 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal
ary:$3.65 per hour 
Contact: YOUNIS ART STUDIO, INC. 
dba Marianas Variety News & Views Tel. · 
234-6341 (12115)W81978 

01 UPHOLSTERY REPAIRER-Sal
ary:$3.05-4.00 per hour 
01 SEWER-Salary:$3.05-4.00 per hour 
Contact: CHUNG NAM CORPORA
TION Tel. 234-3929(12/15)W33690 

01 STEEL WORKER-Salary:$3.05 per 
hour 
03 MASON-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
03 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: PRO CONSTRUCTION COR
PORATION Tel. 235-8221 (12/ 
15)W33688 

02 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$4.00-12.00 
per hour 
01 STORE MANAGER-Salary:$4.00-
9.00 per hour 
01 GENERAL MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$1,400.00-8,500.00 per month 
Contact: Y.O. SAIPAN CORPORATION 
dba Okadaya Tel. 234-6653(12/ 
15)W33689 

01 TECHNICAL OPERATOR-Sal
ary:$4.75-5.75 per hour 
Plus $225.00/mo. housing allowance. 
Contact: FAR EAST BROADCASTING 
COMPANY Tel. 322-9088(12/ 
15)W33687 

02 CARPENTERS-Salary:$3.15-3.50 
per hour 
01 PLUMBER-Salary:$3. 15-3.25 per 
hour 
Conlact: LUIS TAIMANAO CAMACHO 
FEE[l STORE CORP. dba L.T. 
Camacho Feed Store Corp. Tel. 234-
7497(12/15)W33685 

01 COOK HELPER-Salary:$3:05-3.45 
per hour 
03 COOK-Salary:$3.25-4.35 per hour 
01 CHIEF COOK-Salary:$3.25-5.60 per 
hour 
01 (ASSISTANT) CHEF-Salary:$3.25-
4.25 per hour 
01 PAINTER-Salary:$3.25-3.35 per hour 
01 F & BORDER CLERK-Salary:$3.05-
3.80 per hour 
Contact: PACIFIC MICRONESIA COR
PORATION dba Dai-lchi Hotel Saipan 
Beach Tel. 234-6413(12/15)W81937 

01 MAINTENANCE BUILDING RE
PAIRER-Salary:$4.00 per hour 
Contact: EFRAIN F. CAMACHO dba 
EFG Services Tel. 322-7814(12/ 
22)W82064 

02 INSTALLER FABRICATOR-Sal
ary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: SAIPAN ALUMINUM & GLASS 
Tel. 233-2111(12/22)W33776 

02 WAITER-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: MING DYNASTY INVEST
MENT CORP. dba Ming Palace Chinese 
Restaurant Tel. 234-1005(12/ 
22)W33778 

04 MASSEUSE-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
Contact: 1-DEV-INVEST-INT'L., INC. 
dba Caesar Sauna Tel. 233-8882(12/ 
22)W33777 

02 WAITRESS-REST.-Salary:$3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: ASIA PACIFIC OVERSEAS, 
INC. dba BJ Garden Rest. & Catering 
Tel. 235-3879(12/22)W33782 

01 (SUPERVISOR) SALES-Sal
ary:$800.00 per month 
Contact: ASIA PACIFIC OVERSEAS, 
INC. dba BJ Marine Sports; BJ Garden 
Restaurant & Catering Tel. 235-3879(12/ 
22)W33781 

01 LAUNDRY WORKER-Salary:$3.05 
per hour 
Contact: JUNG JIN CORPORATION 
dba Welcome Laundromat Tel. 235-
8949(12/22)W33790 

01 HOUSEKEEPER CLEANER-Sal
ary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: THE VALLEY INN, INC. dba 
The Valley Inn Tel. 234-7018(12/ 
22)W33787 

DEADLINE: 12;00 noon the day prior to publication 

NOTE: If some reason your advertisement is Incorrect, coll us 
immediately to make the necessary corrections. The Marianas Variety 
News and Views is responsible only for one Incorrect Insertion. We 
reserve ttie right to edit. refuse, reject or cancel any ad at any time. 

02 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER, 
BLDG.-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: TRAP PLANNING INC. dba 
USE US Rental Tel. 235-2060(12/ 
22)W33785 

01 SHIPPING AND RECEIVING SU
PERVISOR-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
23 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
01 MECHANIC (SEWING MACHINE)
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
02 CUTTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: JIN APPAREL, INC. Tel. 234-
3252(12/22)W33788 

Salary: $3.05 per hour 
With Experience 

Contact~ 233,.4242 

ROUTE MANAGER 
IF VC>U HAVE: 

• A proven track record 
• Top customer service 

• Effective written & oral skills 
• Ability to meet weekly deadlines 

Our last environment is perfect. for the · 
self molivaled person · 

Great Pav + bonus. Vacalion & Holiday pay. 
. Mec~ica'! & Dental Insurance . 

Apply at 
Dial Rent to Own 

in Gualo Rai 

DIAL 
RML-/a.(J1m1, 
.;, --. 

CALL: ROMY -322-0419/0705/0813 • 287-8788 • FAX: 322-0505 

AVON PRODUCTS 
Presently seeking Independent 
SALES REPRESENTATIVES 
Flexible hours. 
Earn up to 50% commission. 
Will Train ... No experience 
necessary. To inquire call or fax 
(6n) 653-1910. 

FIVE (5) BEDROOMS, 
TWO BATHROOMS WITH 

GARAGE AND 
FOUR (4) BEDROOMS, 

TWO BATHROOMS WITH 
GARAGE, LARGE YARD CLOSE 

TO THE OCEAN AT LOWER AS TEO 
ARE AVAILABLE FOR RENT. 

PLEASE LEAVE YOUR NAME AND 
TELEPHONE NUMBER AT 
TELEPHONE NO. 235-1839. 

FOR SALE 
10' ~If fl t~~r~l~f ~~ 
· . @ $1,SQO.OO · .. 

Pl ease call: 
234-6329/6331 ask for Raffy 

LOCATION! LOCATION! 
2 SELECT C0301EltCIAL SPACES 

FOR RENT 
ON BEAm HOAD, f,AIUPAN, 

§AiPil". 
first Floor, 1,050 sq. ft. space 
and Second Door, 1,100 sq. ft. 

space at SI.IO per sq. fl, 
Large parking area on site. 
Call: 233-1837 or 233-0456 

for information. 

1998 MVP MAZDA VAN excellent condition • $14,000 or best offer 

COMPUTER HARD DRIVE: 2 years old, Micron Millennia Lxe pentium 
windows 95, floppy discs and hard drive 

HEWL£IT ~ACKARD PRINTER (Deskiets20 cse Pro) 

AKC GERMAN SHEPARD from HAWAII 3 years old guard 
and obedience trained great family pe~ gentle with kids can live indoors or outdoors 

CALL: 233-1377 

\· 
i 
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EEK & MEEK® by Howie Schneider 

PEANUTS® by Charles M. Schulz 
I-IE'{, CI-IUCK, GO ASK '(OUR 
DOG WHAT HAPPENED WITH 

THE MESSAGE HE DELIVERED FOR ME 

10-21· 

Born today, you are full of 
surprises. You use this to your 
advantage in every endeavor, 
whether you are pursuing so
cial interests or professional 
success and advancement. 
You are likely to be the type 
who shows off a great deal of 
diverse talents when you are 
young, but that is no guaran
tee that you will develop any 
of those more prominent skills 
and turn it into a lucrative ca
reer. On the contrary, your 
greatest successes are likely 
to come from those things that 
are most "last-minute" and 
spontaneous in nature. For 
you, planning is only so valu
able. You like to improvise a 
lot! 

You can be rather tough and 
inflexible on rhe outside, but 
inside you are quite sensitive 
and generous with friend and 
foe alike. You are fair in all 
your dealings, even when your 
back is against the wall. 
You 're not the type to break 
the rules just to gain the ad
vantage. 

Also born on this date arc: 
Jodie Foster, actress and di
rector; Meg Ryan, actress; 
Dick Cavett, talk-show host; 
Calvin Klein, designer; Indira 
Gandhi, leader of India; Larry 
King, interviewer and TV per
sonality. 

To see what is in store for 

YOU'D BETTER 
LOOK IN THE PAPER 
FOR A t-J~W JOB! 

you tomorrow, find your birth
day and read the correspond
ing paragraph. Let your birth
day star be your daily guide. 

THURSDAY, DECEM
BER 9 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 
21) - For the time being, our 
willingness to do whatever 
you are told today will serve 
you and others well. Soon, 
you'll want to .call the shots. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) - Give yourself the 
credit you do indeed deserve. 
Others will surely follow your 
lead, and recognize that you 
are worth a good deal of praise. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) - Social opportuni
ties are increasing today, and 
you '11 certainly want to be 
ready to take advantage of a 
chance encounter. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18) - Someone you 're work
ing with is likely to show you 
his or her "true colors" today, 
making it impossible to con
tinue the partnership much 
longer. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20)-Sornething new is likely 
to pique your interest today. 
You may want to follow a new 
course as a result of this new 
and growing fascination. 

ARIES (March 21-April 
19) -Though you may be the 
one in the spotlight today, 

you 're going to have to rely 
on someone you trust to see 
you through it all. 

TAURUS (Apri120-May 20) 
- You'd better be prepared to 
spend more time accomplish
ing a routine task today than 
you had planned upon, particu
larly later in the day. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
- You'll have a good deal to 
be proud of today, but you'll 
want to avoid being boastful. 
This is especially true during 
the evening, when others are 
watching you. 

CANCER (June 21-July 
22)- It's time for you to take 
control of your own emotions 
today. Failure to do so will 
only result in a loss you can
not currently afford. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -
Look at the big picture today 
and you may discover that a 
recent decision was precisely 
the wrong one. It's time to 
change your mind. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
- Spend time studying that 
which is most familiar today 
and you' I I be more prepared 
tomorrow to fact! the unusual 
and bizarre. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 22) 
- You won't want to miss out 
on an opportunity to express 
yourself more freely and hon
estly today. It will be yours 
come nightfall. 

I HATE IT WHEN 
YOU BRING WORK HOME 

WITH YOU! 

AIMING TO GET A NEW JOB? GIVE THE CLASSIFIED ADS A SHOT! 

II CROSSWORD PUZZLER II 
ACROSS 

1 Leaning 
Towerof-

5 -degree 
8 Comes apart 

12 Oodles 
13 Metric 

measure 
14 "Each Dawn 

15 -Jazz 
16 Moccasin 
17 Liver fluid 
18 - Corps 
20 Ate in small 

quantities 
22 Ending wilh 

mountain 
23 Spanish gold 
24 English 

county 
27 Washes off 
31 DOE 
32 Corrida 

cheer 
33 Rented 
37 Walk like a 

duck 

40 Cry of a 
dove 

41 ·-Got a 
Secret" 

42 Humble 
45 Fluid 

toppings 
49 Ms. Moran 
50 LBJ's VP 
52 Ice cream 

holder 
53 Robert--
54 Honest -
55 Mr. Jannings 
56 Actress 

Harper 
57 Bow the 

head 
58 Ms. 

Thompson 

DOWN 

1 - pudding 
2 Greek letter 
3 "- Spangled 

Banner'' 
4 Paler 
5 Table linen 

Answer to Previous Puzzle 

1-5 © 1998 United Feature Syndicate 

6-lala 
7 Elizondo of 

"Chicago 
. . Hope" 

8 Type of 
cocktail 

9 Passageway 
10 Bundle 
11 Sow 
19 Born (Fr.) 
21 Mr. Onassis 
24 Part of RSVP 
25 Musical 

instrument, 
for short 

26 Turmeric 
28 Turf 
29 Building 
30 Witness 
34 Play 

segments 
35 Dawn 

goddess 
36 City in 

Alabama 
37 Had a desire 

for 
38 Ms. Gardner 
39 "- are wildl" 
42 Encounter 
43 Heraldic 

bearing 
44 "- lrae" 
46 Robin Cook 

novel 
47 Geraint's wife 
48 Actress Ward 
51 Cable 

network 

Kids .. ~ SOLVE THE REBUS BY WRITING 
1

~-..,. IN THE NAMES OF THE PICTURE 
CLUES AND ADDING OR SUBTRACTING THE LETTERS. 

Why did the golfer 
wear two pairs of 
pants? 

t,Marianas ~riet~~ 
"'l/0# e(Uf, qet Wlud 'I/~ 'Wunt" 
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Baseball, ESPN settle suit 
NEW YORK (AP) - Major 
league baseball and ESPN came 
to a conclusion even before they 
went to trial: ESPN couldn't af
ford to lose baseball and baseball 
couldn't afford to tum down $800 

. million. 
The two sides settled a lawsuit 

and agreed to new six-year deal 
Monday, hours before a jury was 
to hear the case. The disagree
ment involved the cable network's 
decision to put NFL games on its 
main channel while relegating 
late-season Sunday night base
ball games to one with a smaller 
audience. 

"As the process unfolded, it 

became obvious that this partner
ship that was under significant 
strain was something that was 
beneficial to both sides," com
missioner Bud Selig said. "That's 
the thing that moved usforward, 
and I'm sure it is the same for 
ESPN." 

ESPN needs baseball to fill the 
programming hole on its four 
cable channels - ESPN, ESPN2, 
ESPNEWS and ESPN Classic -
and baseball would have trouble 
finding another cable partner that 
could promote the game as well 
as ESPN, or pay as much. 

"ESPN loves baseball, and 
baseball is in safe hands with 

Arizona Cardinals quarterback Jake Plummer (right) scores the win
n;ng touchdown as Philadelph;a Eagles Troy Vincent (left) tries to stop 
him while Cardinals' L.J. Shelton (70) pushes him through during the 
f.ourth quarter Sunday at Sun Devil Stadium in Tempe, Ariz. The 
Cardinals defeated the Eagles 21-17. AP 

'M" ' 1suse . .. 
Continued from page 1 

specifically in the priority fields 
of study such as education, medi
cine, engineering and environ
mental courses. 

However, Masebcluu said, the 
Merit Scholarship program, 
which is offered only to gradu
ate students, gets a big chunk of 
the scholarship fund yet ben
efits only 20 students. He said 
Merit Scholarship awards for 
the fall semester alone will con
sume $175,000 or 30 percent of 
the scholarship fund. 

"That $175,000 will benefit 
only 20 students while hundreds 
of others will be fighting for a 
small portion of the remainder 
of the scholarship fund," 
Masebeluu said. 

Decline. . . 
Continued from page 1 

"Now we' re seeing a lot of com
petition to come out, on who can 
add more seats to the Micronesian 
region which is very positive. That 
will open up doors for other air
lines," said Heather. 

While pushing for more airline 
seats, PATA is also looking at 
tapping new tourism markets. 

Sharon Hannaford, PATA-Pa
cific managing director, said the 
group is eyeing new m·arkets that 

The list of Merit Scholarship 
recipients for the fall semester 
of 1999 indicated that "over half 
are not even studying in a prior
ity field of study," Masebeluu 
said, adding that some students 
have received more than the cost 
of the full-year tuition. 

He mentioned, for example, a 
student enrolled at the Univer
sity of Guam who was awarded 
$20,000. It turned out, however, 
that UOG charges only $14,600 
per school year. Masabeluu said 
he had learned that of the 
$20,000 grant, $5,000 would be 
used for airfare. 

Another UOG student hus 
been awarded $3,743 for per
sonal expenses, while another 
one received $2,500 for a laptop 
computer and printer. Others 
were given extra money for 
meals as well as for board and 
lodging. 

will bring back tourists to the re
gion especially now that econo
mies are slowly recovering from 
the recession. 

"What we are trying to do is 
identify potential new markets that 
need to be tapped, areas that are 
emerging that can provide us new 
tourist numbers," said Hannaford. 

She also pointed out that while 
the price of the Micronesian 
region's tour packages are quite 
higher than what has been offered 
by Asian countries who lowered 
down their prices to attract visi
tors, Micronesia still has a lot 

ESPN," said Neal Pilson, the 
former president of CBS Sports 
who runs a consulting firm. "Base
ball comes away with significant 
new revenue stream, and ESPN 
protects its baseball franchise." 

It didn't come without a price 
for the cable network, which has 
been showing baseball games for 
IO years. 

The two sides tore up the exist
ing $117 million, three-year con
tract that baseball terminated in 
April and signed a new deal that 
sources in baseball and televi
sion, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said was worth $800 
million over six years. 

Virginia Tech's 
DE Moore wins 
Nagorski award 

NEW YORK (Reuters)- Vir
ginia Tech defensive end Corey 
Moore on Monday was named 
winner of the Bronko Nagurski 
Trophy as college football's top 
defensive player. 

The two-time Big East Confer
ence Defensive Playerofthe Year 
helped the second-ranked Hokies 
to an 11-0 record and a spot in the 
Sugar Bowl against top-ranked 
Florida State for the national title. 

The 6-foot(l .83 m), 215-pound 
(97.5 kg) senior defensive end set 
a conference record this season 
with 17 sacks and has totalicd 31 
over the last two years. 

Moore, who was sixth on the team 
with 59 tackles, was the first unani
mous selection for Big East Defen
sive Player of the Year honours. 

"The list of misallocated funds 
goes on and on, and these are 
just a few of the most egregious 
examples," Masebeluu said. 

Although the scholarship fund 
was originally conceptualized 
as a supplement to outside 
sources of financial aid, 
Masebeluu observed that many 
students completely depend on 
it to fund their education. 

"My committee believes that 
every student must explore all 
other possible avenues of sup
port before the Scholarship 
Board agrees to fully fund his 
or her education," Masebeluu 
said. 

The abolition of the merit 
Scholarship program is being 
proposed in the House Bill 5-
150-6, which would make it 
"unlawful to give graduate stu
dents preferential treatment in 
awarding scholarships." 

better packages. 
"That's not really going to im

pact Micronesia. It's never been 
a cheap end of the market ... The 
actual market we are tapping into 
is different (from what Asia is 
tapping)," added Hannaford. 

PAT A-Micronesia quarterly 
meetings bring together represen
tatives from different private and 
public travel agencies all over the 
region to share information re
garding their respective promo
tional activities and to address 
common problems affecting the 
regional tourism industry. 

That is more than what baseball 
had originally been asking for in 
return for moving three Sunday 
night games from ESPN to 
ESPN2, which is available in 
about IO million fewer homes. 

In April 1998, baseball asked 
ESPN for $30 million to grant the 
move. Last January, the sport in
creased the price to $200 million 
plus a $265 million, two-year ex
tension. In the end, ESPN is pay
ing $288 million on top of the 
existing contract and $400 mil
lion for three additional years. 

In return, ESPN settles the Sun
day night issue, gets 18 additional 
games a year, the right to show at 

least 44 games on ESPN2, about 
250 additional hours of studio 
programming, as well as Internet 
and radio rights. 

"It is more important what you 
get than what you pay," ESPN 
president George Bodenheimer 
said. "If you analyze the deal and 
how broad it is, you will see that 
focusing on 20 percent increase 
in games is a small piece of value 
derived from this deal." 

In the first two years of the new 
contract, there will be no Sunday 
night baseball games during the 
football season. For each baseball 
game pre-empted, the network 
will show two games in its place 
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Slow. . . Continued from page 1 

He attributed this to two main factors. 
"One is access to capital. Back in the 80s, when the Northern 

Marianas became a Commonwealth, access to capital from investors 
from Japan were readily available at very low interest rates. 

"But times have changed. We cannot expect that even if our economy 
rebounds that it will be able to come in the s:ime force much like in the 
80s," Plinske said. 

Development is projected to create some 170 new permanent resident 
jobs in one year, according to Plinske. 

"We have that to deal with and at the same time, we have to deal with 
the potential losses," he said. 

Oversight .. . 
Continued from page 1 

Power Partners ranked third. 
Enron, according to CUC' sear-

1 i er evaluation, lost by a slight 
margin to Marubeni-Sithe. 

Following the report, the next 
step would have been for CUC to 
review Bums &McDonnel 's find
ings before finally awarding the 
contract. 

The CUC however expanded 
its contract with B&M to deter
mine its financial ability to move 
on with the project and whether 
current and future power needs 
justify an 80-mw power plant. 

There are concerns the CUC 
would eventually junk the project 
and open a new round of request 
for proposals in case B&M's find
ings indicate an 80-mw plant is not 
needed, in which case Marubeni
Sithe can make a comeback. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••m••••• 

dlwf1UI B~ •. i .... 
Celina.Marie Carreon 

Wishingyo'UtlzeVery best .. ···.~'IIJHI. q.~ 
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Nicklaus cent~ s best golfer 
(AP) - The greatness of Jack 
Nicklaus will always be mea
sured by the majors. 

He won 18 of them, not in
cluding two U.S. Amateur titles. 
They started with a playoffvic
·tory over Arnold Palmer in the 
1962 U.S. Open and ended with 
a vintage Nicklaus charge on 
the back nine of Augusta Na
tional in 1986 for his record 
sixth Masters at 46. 

Nicklaus' dominance, power 
and will to win earned him the 
distinction as the greatest male 
golfer of the century as voted by 
a six-member panel of experts 
assembled by The Associated 
Press. Ben Hogan was second, 
followed by Bobby Jones. 

Mickey Wright was selected 
as the top female golfer, ahead 
of Babe Zaharias and Kathy 
Whitworth. 

Nicklaus not only was one of 
four players to complete the 
Grand Slam, he won all four 
majors at least three times. And 
perhaps the greater definition 
of his dominance was the 19 
times he finished second.· 

But Nicklaus was about more 
than just majors. 

He brought substance to a 
game that had often relied on 
style. He overpowered golf 
courses and competitors as 
much with his mind as his bull
ish strength, always knowing 
exactly what it would take to 
win and almost always finding 
a way to get it done_ 

"My legacy might be that I 
changed an era," Nicklaus said 
in some of the most candid re
marks he has ever made about 
his career. "I came along during 
an era where the game of golf 
was more of a stylish game, and 
I added power. I was probably 
the first player that played with 
real power and was successful. 
And I was able to play with 

Tiger Woods 

finesse, as well. 
"If you look at today's play

ers, they all play with power," 
he said. "So, I think I took the 
game in a different direction." 

Nicklaus received four first
place votes. Hogan, whose re
lentless pursuit of perfection 
yielded four U.S. Opens - two 
of them after a near-fatal car 
wreck - got the two other first
place votes. 

He was followed by Jones, 
the amateur who first gave 
meaning to the phrase "Grand 
Slam" by winning the U.S. 
Open, U.S. Amateur, British 
Open and British Amateur in 
1930. Sam Snead, Byron 
Nelson, Palmer, Walter Hagen; 
Harry Vardon, Gary Player and 
Tom Watson rounded out the 
top I 0. 

The ballots were returned af
ter Tiger Woods won the NEC 
Invitational but before he closed 
out the year winning his next 
three tournaments, which made 
him the first player since Hogan 
in 1953 to win four straight. 
Woods finished 11th, one point 
ahead of Gene Sarazen. 

In the women's list, Wright 
received four first-place votes 
and Zaharias got one. 

Rounding out the top IO were 

Joyce Wethered - who received 
the other first-place vote -
Glenna Collett Vare, Nancy 
Lopez, Louise Suggs, Patty 
Berg, J oAnne Carner and Betsy 
Rawls. 

In many respects, Wright was 
a combination of Hogan and 
Nicklaus. Her swing was so pure 
that even Hogan remarked it was 
the best he had ever seen. And 
like Nicklaus, she left her mark 
on the majors, taking only five 
years to complete the LPGA 
Tour's career Grand Slam and 
winning all four majors at least 
twice in only six years. 

Whitworth won more tourna
ments, as did Snead on the men's 
tour. But Nicklaus and Wright 
were clearly in another league 
when it came to the majors. 

"The major championships 
are about the oniy tournaments 
that remained consistent 
throughout the years," Nicklaus 
said. "I can't think of anything 
else that wou Id serve as a mea
suring stick. What other mea
suring stick might there be? The 
majors are the only tournaments 
where the best players of that 
era always played against each 
other." 

Hogan won all nine of his 
majors from 1946 to 1953, in
cluding the closest anyone has 
come to a Grand Slam - the 
Masters, U.S. Open and British 
Open in 1953. ThePGAChampi
onship was played the same week 
as the British Open that year. 

"I think he's the best shot-maker 
that I've ever seen," said Nicklaus, 
who was paired with Hogan in the 
final 36 holes of the 1960 U.S . 
Open. 

But no one defined excellence 
in the majors quite like Nicklaus. 

It started when he was just 20 
at Cherry Hills in 1960, a U.S. 
Open that Nicklaus perhaps 
should have won except that his 

Jack Nicklaus takes pleasure in watching his putt drop for a birdie at 
Augusta National on April 13, 1986. Nicklaus is selected the golfer of 
the century by a six-member panel assembled by The Associated 
Press. AP 

putter failed him on the back 
nine. He would not let many get 
away after that. 

Along with 70 victories on the 
PGA Tour, Nicklaus won six 
Masters, four U.S. Opens, three 
British Opens and five PGA 
Championships. And he may not 
be through yet. On a bad hip 
two years ago, he made another 
Sunday charge at Augusta at 

age 58 and tied for sixth. 
Perhaps Tom Weiskopf, who 

twice finished second to Nicklaus 
in the Masters, best summed-up 
the power of Nicklaus' game and 
his mind. 

"Jack knew he was going to 
beat you," Weiskopf once said. 
"You knew Jack was going to 
beat you. And Jack knew that you 
knew he was going to beat you." 

AP names Laver, Sampras, Graf the best in tennis 
(AP)- Rod Laver beat out the 
player who grew up idolizing 
him, Pete Sampras, as The As
sociated Press men's tennis 
player of the century, and Steffi 
Graf edged Martina Navratilova 
as the top women's player. 

Laver received three first
place votes and a total of 47 
points from asix-memberpanel 
of experts assembled by The 
AP, while Sampras received no 
first-place votes and 39 points. 

Bill Tilden, who dominated 
men's play in the 1920s, fin
ished third with the help of one 
first-place vote. 

Dubbed the "Rocket," Laver 
is the only double Grand 
Slammer in history. He won the 
Australian, French, Wimbledon 
and U.S. titles in 1962 as an 
amateur, then repeated the feat 
in 1969 as a pro. 

He attacked the net relent
lessly, yet possessed a potent 
all-around game from the 
baseline. Though only 5-foot-
81/2 he had a massive left arm 

Rod Laver 

that allowed him to bludgeon the 
ball with tremendous topspin. 

Laver won the Australian 
singles title three times, the French 
twice, Wimbledonfourtimes,and 
the U.S. twice. 

He probably would have won 
many more majors but was banned 
from the Grand Slam events in his 
prime after he turned pro in 1963. 
He did not return to the majors 
until the open era in 1968, then he 
promptly won Wimbledon for the 
third time. 

Steffi Graf 

Sampras always listed Laver as 
his favorite player, admiring the 
completeness of his game, his 
aggressive style on court, and his 
gentlemanly demeanor off court. 

Although Sampras owns 12 
major singles titles, including six 
at Wimbledon, he has never gone 
beyond the semifinals in 10 ap
pearances at the French Open . 
That failure on clay led one voter 
to omit him from the top IO list, 
while another rated him only No_ 
5. 

Pete Sampras 

Bjorn Borg, winner of five 
straight Wimbledon titles from 
1976 to 1980, finished fourth, fol
lowed by Don Budge, the first 
player to complete a Grand Slam 
in 1938. 

John McEnroe and Lew Hoad 
tied for sixth place, Roy Emerson 
and Ken Rosewall tied for eighth, 
and Jack Kramer finished I 0th. 

Hoad and Pancho Gonzales, 
scintillating players in the 1950s 
who limited their play in majors 
by turning pro in their prime, 

each garnered one first-place 
vote. 

In the women's poll, Graf 
and Navratilova were sepa
rated by a point, 52-51, and 
were followed by Marguret 
Smith Court, Billie Jean King, 
Chris Evert, Suzanne 
Lenglen, Helen Wills Moody, 
Maureen Connolly, Monica 
Seles, and a tie for No. IO 
between Evonne Goolagong 
and Martina Hingis. 

Graf retired at 30 in 1999 
after her emotional victory at 
the French Open, her sixth at 
Roland Garros, and a runner
up finish at Wimbledon, 
where she had won seven ti mes. 
She is the only player to com
plete a Golden Slam - winning 
the four majors and the Olym
pics in 1988 . 

Four voters ranked Graf No . 
1, one listed Navratilova as the 
best, and another put King at 
the top, in part because of her 
inf! uence on the game as the 
founder of the WT A Tour. 
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SPORTS 

Nuggets pu11ish 76ers 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) -
Nick Van Exel scored 19 of his 
34 points in the fourth quarter 
as the Denver Nuggets won their 
second straight road game by 
defeating the Philadelphia 76ers 
94-77 Monday night. 

Antonio McDyess had 17 
points and IO rebounds for the 
Nuggets, who lost their first five 
road games this season before 
beating the New York Knicks 
on Sunday at Madison Square 
Garden. 

Denver, which outscored 
Philadelphia 36-17 in the fourth 
quarter, is 7-81 on the road dat
ing back to 1997. 

Along with his points, Van 
Exel had eight rebounds and 
seven assists. Tyrone Hill scored 
16 points and George Lynch 
grabbed 13 rebounds for the 
7 6ers, whose two-game winning 
streak was snapped. 

Nets 109, Kings 95 
In East Rutherford, New Jer

sey, Stephon Marbury had 26 
points and 14 assists, and Keith 
Van Hom scored 27 as the New 
Jersey Nets won for the just 
third time this season. 

New Jersey (3-15) took con
trol with a 30-15 edge in the 
third quarter against the weary 
Kings, who were playing their 
fifth straight road game. 

It was just the fourth loss of 
the season for Sacramento ( 11-
4), which began the night in a 

Denver Nuggets' Chauncey Billups drives to the basket past Philadel
phia 76ers' Aaron Mc Kie (8) in their game Monday in Philadelphia. The 
Nuggets won. AP 

rauam vs Saipa~ i~-Youth footb~11 
r; 
h1 THE SAIPAN Youth Football 
1 League will be hosting two 

teams from Guam in Goodwill 

~ Dec. 11 and Sunday, Dec. 12 at 
/ the airport field. 
J Opening ceremonies will 
i commence at IO a.m. Satur

[; day, followed by the first pee-
wee game between Hal's An-· 
gels of Guam and Saipan 's 

Northern Cyclone,s. 
The second peewee game will 

feature SYFL 1999 champions 
Eastern Eagles against Guam's 
peewee champs - the Island 
Eagles. 

On Sunday, at 9 a.m. an exhibi
tion game between two Guam 
teams will feature kids age 5 - 7. 
This will be followed by Hal's 
Angels midgets against the SYFL 

Central Vikings. 
The featuredgameoftheday 1 

will pit SYFL Eastern Eagles 
against Guam's Champs Island 
Eagles. 

The officers and officials of 
the Saipan Youth Football 
League is inviting the general 
public to attend the games and 
support the SYFL players, 
coaches, and parents. 

IVYBL reminds of requirem.ents 
for upcom.ing Christm.as tourney 
THE COORDINATORS of the 
Islandwide Village Youth Bas
ketball League (IVYBL), re
mind coaches for the upcoming 
Christmas/New Year's tourna
ment to start submitting the nec
essary documents. 

These include copies of birth 
certificates, passports, insurance 
cards, for all new players, in 
order for the organizers to cer-

tify the age eligibility of all par
ticipants. 

The league is scheduled to start 
on Monday, December 13, with 
defending champions Tanapag 
squaring off against the Kagman 
Cougars at the Kagman court at 6 
p.m. 

Ten teams including Tanapag 
and Kagman have registered their 
intention to compete in this league 

SAKPAN 
P.O. Bux 231 Sa1pan, UP 96950 

• Td (Gi'O) 234-6341 • 7578 • 9797 
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mvar1e1y@gtepac1f1ca.net 

which will run through Janu
ary. 

A meeting is scheduled for 
tomorrow, December 9, at the 
Gym's conference room at 6:30 
p.m. Coaches are urged to at
tend this meeting. 

Further information may be 
obtained from Tony Rogolifoi 
at 234-1001 /2, or Pat Tudela at 
664-3738. 

virtual tie with Portland for the 
best record in the NBA. 

Lucious Harris added 14 
points for the Nets, and Jamie 
Feick grabbed 16 rebounds. 
Chris Webber had 25 points and 
14 rebounds for the Kings. 

Rockets 102, Grizzlies 99 
In Houston, Charles Barkley 

scored 25 points and Walt Wil
liams hit a critical 3-pointer in 
the final minute as the Rockets 
handed Vancouver its 30th 
straight road loss. 

The Rockets extended their 
winning streak to a season-best 
three games. 

Vancouver trailed by 12 
points with 4:48 left in the third 
quart~r. but rallied to take a 96-
95 lead on Shareef Abdur
Rahim 's basket with 2: 11 re
maining in the game. Cuttino 
Mobley put the Rockets ahead 
with a driving layup, and Will
iams' 3-pointer made it 100-96 
with 59 seconds remaining. 

Abdur-Rahim led the Grizzlies 
with 24 points. 

Jazz 102, Wizards 96 
In Salt Lake City, Karl Malone 

had 32 points and 11 rebounds 
as the Utah Jazz beat the Wash-

ington Wizards. 
The Wizards closed to 99-96 

with 22 seconds left on Mitch 
Richmond's 3-pointer, but 
Howard Eisley and Malone 
combined to make three of four 
free throws down the stretch to 
clinch the victory. 

Eisley, who played the entire 
fourth quarter instead of Jeff 
Homacek, scored a season-high 
18 points and added five assists. 

Richmond led the Wizards 
with 25 points. 

Heat 99, Clippers 91 
In Los Angeles, Alonzo Mourn

inghad 25 points and 11 rebounds, 
and Anthony Carter scored eight 
ofhis 20points in the final 5:34as 
the Miami Heat beat the Clippers. 

Despite playing without in ju red 
point guard Tim Hardaway and 
forward Otis Thorpe, Miami won 
for the fourth time in five games 
and improved its record to 13-4, 
tying the best start in franchise 
history. 

Rookie Lamar Odom scored 20 
points, and Derek Anderson had 
his first career triple-double with 
16 points, 10 rebounds and 12 
assists for the Clippers, who have 
lost six straight. 

MISMATCH. Salevaa Atisance, who goes by the sumo name of 
Konishiki, battles an unidentified boy from San Jose, Calif., in this June 
5, 1993 file photo. Konishiki, who is from f;if4.Waii~,weighs 576 pounds 
and is ranked an ozeki. AP 
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