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Tourist drowns in Obyan 
By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

A JAPANESE tourist who went 
scuba diving reportedly drowned 
when he panicked due to strong 
current and big waves at Obyan 
Beach Sunday afternoon. 

Variety's sources identified the 
victim as Osamu Ishida, 32, an 
employee of a medical drug manu
facturing company in Japan. 

Ishida, a resident of Shiga Pre
fecture, arrived with friends on 
Saipan Saturday as part of a tour 
package, the same sources said. 

The Variety has repeatedly tried 
to contact Department of Public 
Safety information officer Rose 
Ada since Monday for details of 
the incident, but she was not avail-

able. 
The . sources, however, dis

closed that the drowning happened 
at 2:53 p.m. when Ishida, a friend 
known as a Mr. Yanagi, and dive 
instructor Uedatra Nozomu were 
on their way back to the shore at 
the reef channel in Obyan. 

The Variety gathered that prior 
to the incident, the instructor 
guided Ishida and Yanagi for a 
scuba dive at Eel Garden at a 
depth of 50 feet at about 2 p.m. 

While the trio were watching 
the eels, Ishida swam further out 
towards the open water. The in
structor took his banging stick 
and struck it against his tank to 
get Ishida' s attention 

When the victim did not re-

A 

spond, the instructor followed him 
and tapped his shoulder. They both 
proceeded back to Eel Garden. 

After checking the divers' air 
gauges, the instructor later gave 
Ishida and Yanagi hand signals 
that they were going to ascend to 
30 feet. 

Ishida was noticed to be breath
ing heavily, prompting the instruc
tor to write down on his tablet the 
word "relax." 

The victim gave him an "okay" 
hand signal so the trio started to 
ascend, then began swimming in 
towards land. 

After checking their air gauges, 
the instructor signaled Ishida to 
breathe on his extra regulator ( oc
topus). They both started diving 

side by side towards the entrance 
area. 
· After also helping Yanagi, the 

instructor led the two in pulling 
the ropes towards the shore. 

As they were pulling themselves 
in, the victim's extra regulator 
was removed, although the mouth
piece was still in his mouth. 

Ishida.panicked as he was strug
gling for air. Theinstructorhanded 
him his own snorkel, but the vic
tim refused to open his mouth. 

The instructor held Ishida' s arm 
and head out from the water, but 
the current and waves were too 
strong. He took off Ishida' s weight 
belt and BC and shouted out to the 
victim to put on the snorkel. 

The instructor decided to ~wim 

out to the open w~ter where it was 
calrri, but when he was about to go 
back with Ishida, he noticed that 
his tank vole was stuck on the 

· ropes. 
The instructor took off his BC 

and swam out with Ishida to a 
calm area. He ho.weve;, noticed 
that the victim had white bubbles· 
out from his mouth an.d not re
sponding. 

While the instructor started per
forming mouth to mouth resusci
tation to Ishida, he saw some lo
cal boys surfing near the area. 

The instructor shouted for help 
and the boys came in and secured 
the victim on a· surf board. 

At shore, the instructor contin
Continued on page 26 

Staym.an 1neets with 
N aka1nura in Hawaii 
HONOLULU, Hawaii 
United States special negotiator 
Allen Stayman was in Honolulu 
this week to meet with Palau 
President Kuniwo Nakamura on 
issues pertaining to the Com
pacts of Free Association. 

Allen stayman 

',~'',': 
. . 

·,·:,\. 

Stayman heard the Palau 
leader's views on how current 
and possible new Compact pro
visions being n~gotiated with 
the Federated States of 
Micronesia and the Marshall Is
lands, especially those concern
ing U.S. immigration and em- · 
ployment, affect Palau's citi
zens. 

Some provisions of the I 5-
year FSM and Marshalls' Com
pacts that provide for U.S. fund
ing, other assistance and secu
rity arrangements with the 

former U.S. Trust Territory of 
the Pacific Islands nations ex
pire in 2001. The Compact with 
Palau continues until later in the 
next decade. 

Schoo/kids dressed as Nativity scene characters perform Christmas carols in a program held during the 
Christmas Candlelight parade event held on Tinian over the weekend. contributed Photo 

Formal renewal negotiations 
began with the Marshalls last 

Continued on page 26 

Prices of consw:ner 
items in the NMI up 

By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

PRICES of essential consumer 
items in the CNMI are up by an 
average of 2.25 percent for the 
second quarter as compared with 
the same period last year, ac
cording to the Commonwealth 
Development Authority. 

CDA said the Consumer Price 
Index (CPI) for the second quar
ter of 1999 is 268.3 as compared 
to 262.4 for the same period last 
year. 

1:his indicates, CDA reports 
pointed out, that the price level 
increased by 168.3 percent from 
the base period (thi,;d .quarter of 
1977). .. .. . .. 

PAC NtVISfAPER STAC~ 

CPI measures the average 
change over time of the prices 
paid for a fixed market basket of 
consumer goods and services. 
The base period for the CNMI 
CPI is the third quarter of 1977. 

CDA said the Central Statis
tics Division of the Department 
of Commerce constructed the 
market basket using the 1977 
Consumer Expenditure Survey 
which profiles consumer spend
ing patterns in the Common-
wealth. . 
. Using the same survey, CDA 
reports said,• l03 essential. con
sumer items were chosen to rep-· 
resent.the market basket. 

· Continued on page 2t( 

Speaker says Teregeyo decision to 
1

: 

lj retire will save gov't some money j 
f: By Jojo Dass morethanthe1r$~9,000(~.ye~) ij 
1

: Variety News Staff salary under retirement, said ! i 
:I LEGISLATORSwhoarequali- Benavente. ii 
'1i, fied should take House Floor He added that there is at least ;/ 

f 'I p Leader Ana S. Teregeyo's lead one member of the House o fl 
,1

1
. and opt for early retirement to Representatives and another in il 
1 save government payroll the Senate who are already !l 
,j money, according to House qualified. Their identities how- ij 

Speaker Diego T. Benavente everwerenotimmediatelymade tJ 
(R-Saipan). available. d 

Benavente said qualified law- Benavente said he allowed 
makers eligible for early retire- Teregeyo to go on early retire-
ment "have already contrib- Diego T. Benavente ment after his "concerns" on 
uted" much to the Retirement whether she can still be part of 
Fund, which will shoulder the Teregeyo's step). It saves this the I Ith Legislature were re-
pensions instead of government government a lot of money. There solved following discussions 
spending on their salaries. are some individual members about Public Law I 0-88. 

"I think they should (follow who, I think, would even receive 'Continued on page 2-6 
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12 bodies found in 
RP airplane crash 

News· Briefs· · 
. . 

Judge blocks plutonium 
shipment through Michigan 

KALAMAZOO, Mich. (AP)-A federal judge on Tuesday tempo
rarily blocked the shipment of plutonium through Michigan, saying 
there are questions about whether the Department of Energy did 
enough study of potential environmental effects. 

MANILA, Philippines (AP) -
Rescuers recovered the bodies of 
12 people from the wreckage of 
an airplane that crashed on a flight 
to the northern Philippines with 
17 people aboard, officials said 
Wednesday. 

Soldiers on the ground located 
the Asian Spirit plane late Tues
day in a hilly area in Kasibu in 
Nueva Vizcaya province after 
an air search was called off be
cause of bad weather and dark
ness. 

Working through the night, the 
soldiers were able to recover 12 
bodies as of early Wednesday, 
Asian Spirit spokeswoman 
Nanette Tero! said. About 70 sol
diers were participating in the 
search, she said. 

There was no word of possible 
survivors, Tero! said. 

The twin-engine Czech-built 
Let L-410 plane took off from 
Manila early Tuesday and was 
bound for Cauayan in Isabela 
province, about 280 kilometers 
(175 miles) to the north. 

The 15 passengers and two crew 
members included a Japanese, a 
British passportholder,and a Fili
pino-American, Glende! Rosario, 
who was the plane's co-pilot, the 
airline said. 

Soldiers located the wreckage 
after residents of a village reported 
a crash nearby, said General 
Rodolfo Garcia, commander of 
the army's 5th Infantry. 

"The initial description was that 
the wreckage looked like it had 
burned," Garcia said. 

He said bad weather and poor 
communications were hampering 
the recovery efforts. 

The Japanese passenger, Koji 
Takuma, 47, from Oita prefec
ture, is project manager of a 
Sumitomo road construction 
project in Isabela, a Sumitomo 
official said. 

Details about the British pass
port holder and de! Rosario were 
not immediately available. 

In its lastradiocontact, the plane 
reported it was about 95 kilome
ters (60 miles) out of Manila, said 
Florante Morales of Manila's Air 
Transportation Office. Nothing 
appeared abnormal at that time, 
he said. 

The route would have taken it 
over mountainous terrain. Rain 
and cloudy weather were reported 
along the way, and Cauayan 's air
port was temporarily closed in the 
morning because of bad visibil
ity. 

The shipment is part of a test to determine whether commercial 
nuclear reactors in Canada can use material from decommissioned 
Russian nuclear weapons as fuel. 

U.S. District Chief Judge Richard Enslen issued a temporary 
restraining order prohibiting any shipments to Canada until Dec. 17. 

Man indicted on kidnap charge 
AUSTIN, Texas (AP) - An ex-convict in custody in Detroit was 
indicted Tuesday on charges that he conspired to·kidnap Madalyn 
Murray O'Hair, the atheist leader who has been missing since 1995. 

A federal grand jury accused Gary Karr, 51, of conspiring with 
others to plot and carry out the kidnappings and extortion of Ms. 
O'Hair, her son Jon Garth Murray and adopted daughter Robin 
Murray O'Hair. Authorities have said the three were killed, but their 
bodies have not been found. 

Karr and others allegedly stole more than $500,000 in money, gold 
coins, vehicles, watches and other jewelry from the O'Hairs. The 
indictment does not identify the other suspects. 

McCain gets lOK from AT&T 
WASHINGTON (AP) - Sen. John McCain, whose presidential 
campaign rails against special-interest influence, raised $ I0,000 
from AT&T executives soon after introducing legislation that would 
make it easier for the phone giant to expand further into the cable 
television business. 

McCain's bill would take away the Federal Communications 
Commission's power to approve telecommunications mergers, elimi
nating one of the two regulatory hurdles facing such industry deals. 

He introduced the legislation less than three weeks after FCC 
Chairman Bill Kennard said in May thatAT&T's proposed takeover 
of cable company MediaOne "warrants very careful scrutiny." 

Son of sports magnate 
accused in civil suit 

DALLAS (AP) - Lamar Hunt Jr., son of sports magnate Lamar 
Hunt and a member of one of Texas' wealthiest families, has been 
accused in a civil lawsuit of sexually assaulting his mentally disabled 
sister-in-law. 

The Dallas Morning News reported yesterday that attorneys for the 
plaintiff say Hunt, 43, has acknow !edged having sex wi tli the woman. 

Capt. Rolando Luna of the Air Transportation Office talks to the media Wednesday as he announces the 
discovery of the missing Czech-made Asian Spirit L-410 passenger plane after it crashed Tuesday in bad 
weather in northern Philippines with no survivors. AP 

Lawyers cite as evidence a IO-page handwritten document titled 
"Confessions of a Sex Addict" they say Hunt gave his wife, Jocelyn 
Hunt, nearly two years ago. 

per night double occupancy* 

Enjoy a relaxing vacation right here on Saipan with our 
"Visit the Marianas 99" room rate special. 
Beautiful gardens, an exciting waterpark, sumptuous meals 
and luxurious rooms are what await you at Hotel Nikko Saipan. 
Stay with us and be pampered. 

Package includes: 
• Welcome drink 

Where East meets 
West, taste our 
magical specialty 
called SOUTHEAST 
ASIAN STEAMBOAT. 

20% off on all meals 

Happy Hour 
5:00 pm-7:00 pm nightly 

50% Off Beer and well drinks 
Enjoy Chef's special chasers 
and free appetizers. 

Open 7 days a week 
5:00 pm- 10:00 pm 

I 
I . J 
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Every Sunday 

11:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Only $20.00 per adult 
and $12.00 per child 
(4 to 12 yrs. old; 3 and under FREE) 

All-You-Can-Eat & Drink! 
Miller Lite and other drinks! 

FREE POOL PASSES with brunch! 

• Gift fruit basket 
• Late checkout at 2:00 p.m. * hotel nikko saipan 

"Residents of the CNMI. Guam and USA, ID required. May not be combined wrth any other discounts. Rates available through Dec. 15. 1999. 

322-3311 • fax 322-3144 
e-mail: hnsrsv@itecnmi.com 

\ 
,I 

J. 

, 

f 
\. 

t 
I 
I' 
l .~ 

TI-IURSDAY, DECEMBER 9, I 999 -MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-3 

AGO eyes iola's ouster 
By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

THE ATTORNEY General's Of
fice has continued its efforts to 
"get rid" of Saipan lawyer Joseph 
A. Arriola from practicing law in 
CNMI courts for Government 
Ethics Act violation. 

Assistant Attorney General 
Robe1t Goldberg stepped into the 
··fight" as he asked the Superior 
Court to disqualify Arriola from 
representing Juanita M. Taisacan 
in her lawsuit against the Board of 
Elections (Board). 

Goldberg, on behalf of the 
Board, stated that the court re
cently ruled in Cheung Ping Yin 's 
case that Arriola 's representation 
of the Senate creates an actual 
conflict in his representation of 

Robert Goldberg 

private clients against the . gov
ernment. 

In the Taisacan case, Goldberg 
said, plaintiff is suing the govern
ment considering that the Board 
is a government entity of the 

CNMI. 
The court's holding in Yin ap

plies with equal (if not greater) 
force to Taisacan 's case, said 
Goldberg, adding that pursuant to 
such ruling, Arriola should be dis
qualified. 

Taisacan challenged the 
Board's final results for the BOE 
Rota representative race during 
the November polls. She claimed 
that the Board in tabulating the 
votes made errors sufficient to 
change the results of the elections 
as to who. has been declared 
elected for the BOE member rep
resenting Rota. 

Meanwhile, the AGO, on be
half of the Department of Labor 
and Immigration, also moved for 
the same reasons to disqualify 

MPLB mulls foot doctor regs 
By Haidee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

THE CNMI Medical Profes
sion Licensing Board (MPLB) 
is set to put in place regula
tions governing podiatrists or 
··foot doctors," a move deemed 
necessary given the CNMI's 
large population of patients 
with diabetes and who have 
experienced complications like 
foot amputations. 

Around 2,000 individuals in 
the CNMI have diabetes, a dis
ease which - together with as
sociated complications - re
mains to be one of the leading 
causes of death here. 

Dr. David Hardt, MPLB mem
ber, said the proposed regula
tions are patterned after the same 
laws in Florida and Hawaii, 
among other states. While there 

has been no registered podiatrist 
in theCNMiyet, he said the exist
ence of the said set of rules will 
make it easier for the Board and 
the government to regulate the 
practice, citing the big possibility 
of having these practitioners here 
due to the need to treat diabetics 
here. 

'"We want to get the regula
tions, procedures done so if some
body (podiatrist) comes, there will 
already be something to regulate 
·the practice ... We'll be happy to 
have podiatrists here because there 
are lots of diabetic patients here," 
said Hardt. 

Podiatry is the study and treat
ment of foot ailments. 

The Department of Public 
Health (DPH) said the prevalence 
rate of amputations among 
Chamorros and Carolinians with 

diabetes is higher than in the 
U.S. 

Diabetes is a disease in which 
the body is unable to produce or 
properly use insulin, a horrnone 
made by the body to handle blood 
sugar. 

If left untreated, diabetes can 
lead to multiple and devastating 
complications like heart disease, 
stroke, hypertension, blindness, 
kidney disease, neuropathy, and 
amputations. 

Chamorro population com
prises more than 50 percent of the 
diabetics here, while approxi
mately 13 percent are Carolinian. 

The alarming prevalence rate 
of diabetes has forced local 
health official5 and concerned 
individuals to repeatedly call on 
the community to start changing 
their lifestyle. 

Delayed CIP funds dismay Speaker 
By Jojo Dass 
Variety News Staff 

THE move by U.S. Congress to 
hold off some $5.48 million in 
capital improvement money for 
the Northern Marianas until 2003 
set back the CNMI government's 
efforts to push through with the 
development projects as there now 
is less money to match locally. 

And this disappoints House 
Speaker Diego T. Benavente (R-

Saipan). 
"As a legislator that has been 

(among those) responsible in ap
propriating that (counterpart) 
money, it is just disappointing to 
know that we won't be able to 
appropriate that (amount)," said 
the House Speaker. 

The funding cycle for local capi
tal improvement projects (CIPs) 
covers a seven-year period begin
ning 1997 for a total of $77 mil-

lion. The local government is all 
· set to match this, having even 
enacted a law allowing the Com
monwealth DevelopmentAuthor
i ty (CDA) to float some $60 mil
lion in bonds to cover the remain
ing counterpart funds that have to 
be secured for the federal govern
ment to release its CNMI CIP 
m o n e y 
"In my feeling, we should be able 

Continued on page 23 

Lt. Gov. and Mrs. Jesus R. Sablan pose for a picture during breakfast hosted Tuesday for delegates to the 
Bishops Conference held on Saipan this week. Pholo by Rene P. Acosta 

Joseph A. Arriola 

Arriola from representing 
Teresita P. Morato, Maria 
Silveria Iginoef, and Premier In
surance in pending labor cases. 

Associate Judge Timothy H. 
Bellas disqualified Arriola from 

By Haidee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

MICRONESIAN islands will 
be sending the first~.ever re
gion.altourism sales mission 
to Chin:. next year in antici
pation of an outbound travel 
boom. in the said emerging 
market, Jhe Pacific Asia 
Travel Associatfon (PAT A) 
disclQsedQuring .yesten:lay' s 
leg ()(their quarterly.· mem
bership meeting~ 

This move,· however, will 
be pursue'd with caution given 
the current immigfation re- . 
strictions imposed by diffet', . 
ent island in.the region among 
China nationals. . · ..... 

Shat'on/Hannafo.rcl, PATA 
marta~ing director-.Pacific, 
said islands. comprising 
PAT.A.will petson~llly.enti.c::e 
frayel agfnts. ancl i11ciivid.ual 
i.fons\lhl¢fairf Chiriiip ,f\pril 
2QQQ Jq ¢om~ . fo Jlle fegfoii,. 
waf qing•9f f't'!lll'S Mi¢i.onesia 
may/riot gel a cqiisiderable 
inarketshare ortce China's 
outbound. travel . booms in 
Y ~ar 2005 as projected. 

'!We have to fay the ground
work now. We. can't wait 
until they suddenly starttrav
elling and not educated about 
the industry ... They claim 
that in the Year 2005 out
bound market will be astro
nomical for China so it is just 
laying the ground work in 
advance," said Hannaford. 

Asto existing immigration 
restrictions imposed on China 
nationals, the PATA official 
said recommendations are 
currently being worked out. 

John Heather, PATA
Micronesia acting vice chair
man, said the group is also 
concerned with immigration 
issues that may arise once the 
Chinese m"'arket is fully· 
tapped. 

"There's a legitimate con
cern from the community, 
that these Chinese will work 
here and stay. So again when 
we deal with the Chinese 
market; we still have to be 

participating in the criminal case 
filed against Yin for conflict of 
interests. 

Guam Judge Joaquin V. E. 
Manibusan, Jr. however, issued a 
decision Monday finding the 
CNMI AGO's interpretation of 
the Government Ethics Code as 
illogical. 

Manibusan ruled that such Eth
ics Code does not preclude Arriola 
and lawyer Pedro M. Atalig from 
acting as counsel for former Sen
ate president Juan S. Demapan 
and Yin in the lawsuit filed against 
acting AG Maya Kara. 

Manibusan said AGO's argu
ment is not only illogical, but it 
"ignores the well settled authori
ties which exist with regard to 
attorney discipline and practice." 

·very careful, take it step by 
step and see how it develops 
as nothing develops over
night," said Heather in a sepa
rate interview. 

With a middle class start
ing todevelop in China which 
is economically and politi
cally evolving, Heather said 
travel becomes stronger. 

The Micronesian region, he 
. said, is also well-prepared for 
the full tapping of the Chi
nese market 

"If they want to go to 
America in a Pacific island . 
. _ we have unique products, 
we have Hard Rocks, DFS, 

· as well as beautiful sandy 
beaches. Our products are 
very adractive to them;" said 
Heather. · 

China has always been 
touted as .a very huge tour~ 

· ism market of L4 billion 
. population that is jti~f be
ginnir1g to t,e deyeloped, he 
.added. 

"At this point it's all about 
networking, becoming in
volved with certain outbound 
tour operators there;'' said 
Heather. 

He also pointed out that the 
CNMI currently has a lot 
more potential for tapping the 
Chinese market with the in
existence of a visa require
ment unlike in Guam. 

Guam is asking the U.S. 
Congress to waive visa re
quirements for China nation
als, as well as to Philippine 
nationals. The CNMI, for its 
part, requires authorizations 
to board for China nationals. 

PAT A currently has l 50 
members. 

The PATA-Micronesia 
Chapter quarterly meetings 
bring together representa
tives from different private 
and public travel agencies all 
over Micronesia to share in
formation regarding their re
spective promotional activis 
ties and to address common 
problems affecting the re
gional tourism industry. 
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2 women sue N auIU 
gov't over accident 

By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

1WO WOMEN have filed a law
suit demanding damages against 
three persons ;nd the Naun:i" gov
ernment after they were injured 
during a vehicular accident in 
Saipan. 

Plaintiffs Dhana Marie 
Villanueva and Maria Lourdes 
Ocampo named in theircomplaint 
as defendants Adonis Iwugia, 
Clemente Iwugia, Nauru govern
mem, and Merlinda Lobegas 
Gaboya. 

passengers of Macaspac. 
Adonis Iwugia was driving 

careless! y such that the truck 
struck the other vehicle, knock
ing the plaintiffs "with great force 
and violence," the complaint said. 

As a result, the complaint added, 
plaintiffs suffered "extensive in
ternal and external injuries, great 
pain, soreness, and serious shock." 

The plaintiffs, through counsel 
Eric S. Smith, also named as co
defendantsCentury Insurance Co. 
and Micro! Insurance Co., both 
insurers of the two vehicles in
volved. 

"As a direct and proximate re
sult of the negligence ofMacaspac 
and defendants Iwugias, Nauru 
and Gaboya, plaintiffs sustained 
serious painful permanent, and 
disabling injuries to their skulls, 
chests, shoulders, arms and legs 
and were bruised, cut, lacerated, 
strained, sprained, broken and 
injured," the complaint said. 

One of the floats that participated in the Tinian Candlelight parade over the weekend emerges from the Tinian 
Dynasty Hotel driveway. Contributed Photo 

According to the complaint, on 
or about last Sept. I 4 at I p.m., 
Adonis Iwugia, a minor son of 
Clemente Iwugia, was driving a 
I 995 Toyota pickup, owned 

either by the Nauru government 
or Gaboya, heading east on the 
asphalt road in Capitol Hill. 

Eleazar Pangilinan Macaspac 
on the other hand, was driving a 
I 990Toyota pickup heading west 
bound in Road. The plaintiffs were 

$10 PHONE CARDS 
for $7 

Selling Limited Quantities 
30 minutes to the Philippines 

23 minutes to Japan 
40 minutes to Mainland USA, 

Guam & Canada 
Call 233-3990 

$5.00 BARGAIN MATINEES 
Before 6 P.M. · MON.· FRI. 

BEFORE 3:30 P.M. SAT., SUN. & HOL. 

...,._.Al.LDIGITA!SOJND [[Jl""'-""I 
~ :;TAOJU.~SEATlNG ~u~:0~!0~1; 

Thursday, December 9, 1999 

SUPERSTAR ~-
4:4s • 7:15 • 9:45 PG-13 

Mary Katherine Gallagher comedy 

DOUBLE JEOPARDY M'tt! 
4:30 • 7:30 • 10:00 

B 
Asley Judd Suspense 

TOY STORY 2 ~-
4,30, 7:00, 9:30 116-13 

'ef Asley Judd Suspense 

Seep~ M ~~~'11 r·ttf 
5:00, 7:30• 10:15 B 

Johnny Depp Action Thriller 

THf WORLD IS Nor [NOUliH r'tn 
11:30, 5:00 • 7:45 • 10:30 PG-13 

Pierce Brosnan Drama Sospense 

THE St,CTH SENfE ~ 
4:45, 7:15, 9:45 PG 13 

Bruce Willis Drama Suspense 

House on Haunted Hill~-
7:30 . 'ii.'. 

Suspense Horror 

UNFAITHFUL W/Ff ~ 
4:45. 10:15 NB 
Ian Veneracion • Patricia Havier 

24 HAS SHOWTIME INFO :234-9000 

Atalig assures-Tenorio next 
legi~lature will act on his bill 

By Jojo Dass 
Variety News Staff 

THE 12TH Legislature will act 
on defeated incumbent Sen.Juan 
P. Tenorio's proposed measure 
seeking to mandate medical in
surance coverage to U.S. citi
zen resident workers, Sen. 
Ricardo S. Atalig (R- Rota) 

has assured. 
Atalig, who chairs the Senate 

Committee on Health Education 
and Welfare (HEW), said pub
lic comments gathered regard
ing Tenorio' s Senate Bill I 1-
134 tend to favor the measure as 
there are more "pros" than 
'"cons." · 

"We will incorporate all the 
different comments from the 

Johnson 
OUTBOARDS 

. Y.EAR-END SPECIAL 

Horse US Factory OUR 
Power Sugg. price PRICE 

23 $676 S399.00 
3.3 734 449 
4S 1,049 727 
4L 1,072 779 
5 1,180 784 

65 1,324 964 
6L 1,353 989 
as 1,593 995 
SL 1,622 999 

15S 2,235 1,195 
' 15L 2,269 1,215 ' 

25S 2,534 1,549 
25L 2,568 1,575 

30 3,199 1,750 
40M 3,585 2,249 
40E 4,446 2,792 
SOE 4,806 2,999 
?OE 6,244 4,495 
90E 7,081 5,395 

115L 7,836 6,149 
115X 8,155 6,195 
130L 8,718 6,874 
150L 10,050 7,383 
150X 10,389 7,448 
175L 10,981 7,750 
175X 11,166 7,795 
200X 11,656 8,234 
225X 12,663 8,759 
250X 13,549 9,945 

250XX 14,000 10,139 
250CR 14,133 10,437 

MARBOATS 
Marianas Boats & Motors 

Serving Guam & Micronesia Since 1964 
Phone: 477-1989/472-2214 • Fax41~·6181 

Hours: Mon. -Sat.: 9:30a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Ricardo S. Atalig 

public. We will activate that 
(bill) in the 12th Legislature," 
said Atalig, in an interview. 

"Even if he (Tenorio) is not 
there, I will continue to work on 
that and see if we can move it 
and pass the bill. I think we 
have a pretty good chance in the 
I 2th Legislature," he added. 

"There are so many com
ments." 

Atalig said though that an
other public hearing may be 
called to further discuss the bill. 

Reform party stalwart 

Ramon S. Guerrerro has reg
istered his opposition to the 
bill as early as August when 
the first public hearing on the 
matter was held. 

"Bill 11-134 is not helping 
the business community and 
if we continue to erode the 
already delicate fabric of the 
business environment, we 
should not welcome any more 
burdens. We must look for 
workable and sustainable so
tu tions. We must also be mind
ful that there is no such thing 
as free lunch anymore," 
Guerrero told the hearing. 

He also proposed that 
Tenorio "pull out this bill and 
study it very carefully and se
riously." 

Tenorio has insisted his bill 
is actually pro-business and 
pro-taxpayers as it will relieve 
them the added cost of subsi
dizing the locals' medical ex
penses. 

"I don't see how it can be 
anti-business. My bill is not 
anti-business," he said. 
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Goods 
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RP Consulate 
may take·gov't · 
exam to Saipan •· 
By Rene P. Acosta 
Variety News Staff 

THE PH)LIPPINE Consulate is 
now working to have the civil 
service examinations, a pre-req
uisite for those joining govern
ment service, administered to 
Filipinos right here on Saipan. 

If the move succeeds, it would 
be the first time that such test 
wquld be offered tci Filipino na
tionals and overseas workers in 
the NMI. 

Consul Julia Heidemann ex
plained that the plan is a part of 
the consulate's effort to further 
develop overseas workers in 
preparation for their eventual re
turn to their home country. 

'This is in preparation for those 
who are here and who would like 
to land a job in the government," 
said Heidemann. 

Although the career exam has 
long been a requirement of the 
Manila government, the consul 
said the Philippines has already 
upgraded the qualifications for 
government jobs. 

Originally, the career service 
exams are given in two catego
ries: Professional for those who 
have graduated with four year 
college courses; and Sub-profes
sional for those who have taken 
at least 72 units in college. 

Those who have studied four 
years, taken higher courses and 
have passed their boards or licen
sureexaminations, automatically 
become government eligibles. 

Heidemann said the Consulate 
has already prepared the neces
sary groundwork for the holding 
of the tests and they were looking 
at something definite probably 
middle part of next year. 

Right now, she said they were 
preparing to undertake a survey 
on the number of individuals who 
may be interested to take the ex
aminations since the Civil Ser
vice Commission, the agency that 
is tasked with giving the tests, is 
requiring at least a number of 500 
people. 

But Heidemann said this is not 
a problem, since they could just 
ask other Filipinos in Guam, Tai
wan, and even Palau if necessary 
to meet the number. 
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'Eco dev't body needed' 
By Marian A. Maraya 
Variety News Staff 

AN ECONOMIC development 
council should be established to 
guide and coordinate planning and 
development in the CNMI, a study 
commissioned by the Northern 
Marianas College (NMC) Small 
Business Development Center 
(SBDC) suggests. 

Eric Plinske, SBDC Deputy Di
rector, disclosed the recommen
dation in the I 85-page study, 
while citing other areas by which 
CNMI industries can improve on 
to achieve economic progress. 

"We don't have one site or lo
cation responsible for all of 
this ... to coordinate and have an 
agency refer people to them ... not 
only to follow up but to really 
handle all sectors," Plinske said. 

The study is aimed at exploring 
ways to increase the benefits of 
development for the people and at 
the same time evaluate alterna
tive growth scenarios. 

The council will be an autono
mous and non-partisan body 
which would be established by 
law. 

Furthermore, the EDC would 
be responsible in developing an 
economic "blueprint" that will 
determine goals, priorities, and 
strategies for CNMI's economic 
development. 

On top of that, the council will 
take on numerous responsibili-

Eric Plinske 

ties such as coordinate develop
ment of all economic policies and 
programs with the private sector 
and other government agencies, 
planning activities for human re
source development, with the as
sistance of the college, the Public 
School System, Job Training Part
nership Act, and the private sec
tor, and other tasks. 

EDC would be governed by a 
board to be provided for by en
abling legislation. 

Ideally it would be composed 
of members from Marianas Visi
tors Authority, Commonwealth 
Ports Authority, Commonwealth 
Development Authority, NMC, 
PSS, Department of Commerce, 
Department of Labor and Immi
gration, the Legislature, m~ior 
industries, small businesses, and 
others. 

'This would be the ideal agency 

to guide and coordinate the eco
nomic climate in the CNMI. I 
received a call from a software 
developer in New Jersey inter
ested in setting up a business here 
and I have not had the chance to 
give them a call back but I think 
this is exactly why we need this 
council," said Plinske. 

"I did ask all the study coordi
nators ... and this is like what the 
Chamber of Commerce does, but 

it's a lot different, because we 
need to be more focused and this 
agency would be -looking at all 
aspects - tlie general public, 
government and business sector 
- they would be a member of 
this committee," he added. 

The financial resources of the 
EDC would be comprised of an
nual legislative appropriation, 
with annual contributions from 
individual agencies and authori-

ties, and the private sector, ac
cording to the study. It would also 
utilize federal grant funds for spe
cial projects. 

EDC is just one among a few 
other guidelines and strategies for 
implementing the recommenda
tions disclosed in the recently 
concluded study. 

An executive summary of all 
study findings and recommenda
tions can be availed at the college. 

School kids "packaged" as Christmas gifts petiorm a number at the Christmas Candlelight parade on Tinian 
over the weekend. contributed Photo 

TE KANAHAU NUI 

Grand Opening Tonight!! 
December S\, 1999 
RHJ~ON CUTI'ING CEREMONY WITH HONORABLE 
GOVERNOR PEDRO P. TENORIO 
at 5:30PM, Market opens and entertainment begins at 6PM. Space still 
available for vendors, and artists, fishermen and farmers. Applications at 
MVA's office, the Arts Council, and Office of Carolinian Affairs. For 
information contact Martin Duenas at MVA 664-3200. Artists and 

TALABWOG WOMEN STICK DANCERS l?~r:!.C?T!.1:ers contact Angel Hocog at the Arts Council 322-9982 
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Main Stage 
Emcee Ron Punzalan 

5:30pm - 6:00pm Opening Ceremony -
Hon. Gov. Pedro Tenorio 

- Invocation: Rev. Gerald Sigler 
- Olomwaay Band 

6:15pm - 7:00pm Te Kanahau Nui 
7:15pm - 8:30pm Belau Ngeask 
8:45pm - 9:30pm Napu Pacific Voyagers 

J..,-:.- ._,Cl~_.•*" d •" •• • .• ,.. ..... .,..,..~: .. J;:...;~;,,;·,,,. .. ;;.,;,,: r; u'..~ ,:.,. ... ,._..,_.,_u_.u,_. , ... _. _. ., ..o. _.-.11· ._.a· ...... • ., 

Rear Stage 
Emcee. Gordon Marciano 

6:00pm - 6:35pm Tiare Teen Dancers 
6:45pm-7:25pm Friends of the Art · 
7:40pm - 8:15pm Boyz 2 Mix/Girls 2 Mix 
8:30pm ~ 9:05pm Talabwog Women Stick Dancers 
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JACK ANDERSON and JAN MOLLER 

WASHINGTON MERRY·GO·ROUND 

Clinton's legacy: assimilation 
WASHINGTON- Rating a president while he's still in office is risky 
because unseen events can alter the outcome. Historian Arthur 
Schlesinger Jr. acknowledged as much when he ranked President 
Clinton as a low-average leader in a comparative scale with other 
presidents in a 1996 article in The New York Times Sunday Magazine. 
Clinton's considerable intelligence and political skills make him a 
formidable figure on the world stage, but he's not a fighteron iss.ues and 
he is scandal-prone. ··Who can tell how this combination of talents and 
infirmities will play out?" Schlesinger concluded. 

Since Schlesinger rendered his judgment, Clinton became the first 
elected president to be impeached, a devastating assault on his reputa
tion that will always be in the first paragraph of any historical rendering 
of his presidency. Yet Schlesinger would rate Clinton higher today than 
he did before the Lewinsky scandal. 

The reason forthe better grade is foreign policy, an area Clinton knew 
little about when he first took office, and ostentatiously avoided. 
Remember "'It's the economy, stupid," Clinton's compact with the 
country that he would focus on domestic bread-and-butter issues. '"His 
main interest is not foreign affairs, but he's rather effective dealing with 
foreign leaders,'" says Schlesinger. '"He is well-respected and he is 
responsive." 

The implementation of the ··Good Friday" Irish accord is the direct 
result of U.S. intervention, and the extraordinary patience shown by 
former Senate Majority Leader George Mitchell who acted as chief 
negotiator, middle-m:m and hand holder. Appointing Mitchell was "a 
stroke of genius,'' says Schlesinger. 

Settling ethnic conflicts by bringing people together is a novel 
concept in much of the world, where at the first sign of trouble, 
dissidents want to form a new country. The theme that runs through 
Clinton's intervention in Kosovo, Bosnia and Northern Ireland is 
assimilation, encouraging people of diverse religious and ethnic back
grounds to live harmoniously, or at least tolerate each other without 
resorting to violence and civil war. 

The h;mogenous populations of the 21st century cannot build walls 
high enough to keep out those who are different. On his recent visit to 
Kosovo. Clinton pleaded with the Albanian majority to not seek 
vengeance against their Serbian neighbors, who may or may not have 
been complicit in the crimes against them. The thirst for revenge is 
strong. and it wasn't a message they wanted to hear. 

Clinton has taken a similar activist stance in promoting peace in the 
Middle East, where the election of Prime Minister Ehud Barak earlier 
this year put the peace process on a more solid footing. Barak won office 
with the help of an American campaign team that included Clinton 
adviser James Carville and former Clinton pollster Stanley Greenberg. 

The same theme of bringing people together is evident in Clinton's 
approach to domestic issues. Through word and deed, he has won the 
loyalty of African-Americans to the point where writer Toni Morrison 
calls him "the first black president.·· He has altered the dialogue on 
tobacco and gu:is and gays, three hot-button issues where partisan lines 
have begun to blur as majorities in both parties move toward common
sense solutions and tolerance. 

CJ i nton 's approval ratings remain high, higher than President Reagan's 
at a similar point. yet Clinton is also the most hated president since 
Richard Nixon :md maybe since FDR. Granted, he has given his 
detractors plenty to work with. Yet impeaching Clinton was deeply 
unpopular in the country. 

Prosperity has cased some of the animosity against Clinton. With the 
stock market up. welfare rolls cut in half and crime down, no Republican 
running for president will dare ask: Are you better off today than you 
were eight years ago? 

Rafael H. Arroyo 
Zaldy Dandan 
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THE OPtRATION 
WAS A SUCCESS, 

AND YOUR HUSBAND 
W1LlB£ 

JUST FINE. 

Ferdie P. de la Torre 

THAT's 
NOT MY 
HUSBAND. 

• Strike that! 

Far from over 
GUAM Judge Joaquin V. E. Manibusan, Jr's recent 
decision pertaining to CNMI Government Ethics 
Act issue was a clear big slap on the face of Attorney 
General's Office, particularly to acting Attorney 
General Maya Kara. Manibusan, as CNMI Superior 
Court Judge Pro Tern, even described AGO's inter
pretation of Ethics Code as illogical. Wow. That 
hurts! The judge in his well-written 15-page ruling 
added that the position taken by Assistant Attorney 
General Leslie David Sosebee, on behalf of Kara and 
other defendants, is not only illogical, but it "ignores 
the well settled authorities which exist with regard to 
attorney discipline and practice." That's another 
ouchhhh!!! 

*** *** *** 
The court finds that the AGO's interpretation of 

the Act is inconsistent with the intent of the legisla
ture, said Manibusan in denying the motion to dis
qualify lawyers Pedro M. Atalig and Joseph A. 
Arriola a, counsels for former Senate President Juan 
S. Dcrnapan and businessman Cheung Ping Yin in 
their $3-million lawsuit against Kara et al. A review 
of the statute, Manibusan stressed, indicates that 
such an interpretation would result in the ridiculous 
and ii logical conclusion that any attorney who serves 
in the capacity of a government official is thereby 
precluded from engaging in the private practice of 
Jaw and would also preclude government attorneys 
from representing individuals before the courts. 

*** *** *** 
The judge said the clear intent behind such statute 

evidences the fact that it was enacted, not to preclude 
attorneys from engaging in their chosen profession 
while also serving as government officials, but rather 
to provide a checks and balance system on govern
ment officials for their official acts and to provide 
financial disclosure during the period of such ser
vice. With the ruling, we could see the big smiles of 
many lawyers, including the special judges. But how 
about Judge Timothy Bellas' recent order disquali
fying Arrjola as counsel in a criminal case? Bellas 
ruled in a different way. He said the controlling issue 
is not whetherArriofa'is conflicted under the Act, but 

whether a conflict exists based on the fiduciary 
duties a lawyer owes in situations where the attorney 
represents an interest adverse to the existing client. 
Bellas, however, certified the issue as appealable to 
the high tribunal in light of the likelihood that it will 
resurface. 

*** *** *** 
The AGO raised the Ethics violation issue citing 

that Atalig is a member of the Board of Public Lands 
and Special Master in Larry Hillblom's probate, 
while Arriola is.a member of the Board of Parole and 
counsel to the Senate. From the very beginning, 
many lawyers told us that the AGO's argument is 
ridiculous. But why is it that the AGO suddenly 
dragged the Ethics Act? Well, it is clear that Kara and 
the AGO raised the matter after Atalig and Arriola 
asked the court to declare that she held the office of 
AG unlawfully. Before Kara and Sosebee appeal 
from Manibusan' s ruling, they shou Id think twice 
considering about the taxpayers' money and the 
government's time wasted because of this issue. 
However, if they think the judge erred, well go and 
run to the high court. To delay further the litigations, 
surely we expect different hot issues soon to come 
out. On top of all, let us not forget that the original 
issue here is alleged illegal gambling activity and the 
strong protest of an embarrassed former senator. We 
have witnessed the raging battle in court in this case, 
and we noticed that it's getting more and more 
personal. The matter will be far from over. Unless 
somebody will step into the middle and possibly 
make a peaceful compromise. Or perhaps, some
body quits. For the meantime, how about a cease-fire 
for the spirit of Sant a? 

A POLICE officer caught two suspected bur
glars, including one who was barefooted. An in
vestigator later recovered a pair of slippers near 
the crime scene. The two denied any participation 
in the crime. But the smart investigator asked one 
suspect why he left his slippers. The suspect 
replied:"So what if I left my slippers!" Gotcha, 
bigmouth. · 

l .. , 
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Nuclear age born from ashes of World War II 
HIROSHIMA, Japan 
(Reuters)- What Hiroshi Hara 
remembers most about the 
bombing of Hiroshima is the 
voices of the dying, begging for 
water in the scorching August 
heat. 

"Doctors said not to give them 
any because it would hurt them 
more, so all you could do was tum 
your face and walk away,'' he 
said, recalling August 6, 1945. 

"I'll never forget those voices 
crying 'water, water, water.'" 

Nearly200ofHara'sjuniorhigh 
school classmates, working less 
than a kilometre from ground zero 
- the spot above which the bomb 
detonated - perished instantly. 

"You couldn't tell who was 
who, they were all burned so 
badly,'' he said. 

"Seldom, if ever, has a war 
ended leaving the victors with 
such a sense of uncertainty and 
fear, such a realisation that the 
future is obscure and survival is 
not assured," said renowned CBS 
News correspondent Edward R. 
Murrow at the time. 

Survival also seemed far from 
assured in the early years of the 
decade. 

Virtually all of Europe, and 
much of North Africa, was under 
the control of AdolfHitler's Third 
Reich, while Japanese forces ex
tended their holdings into a vast 
expanse that, at its peak, stretched 
from Myanmar (Burma) to the tip 
of the Aleutian island chain off 
Alaska and as far south as New 
Guinea. 

Epics of heroic endurance 
played out around the globe. 

Britain suffered through months 
of near-constant German bomb
ing, while scores in Leningrad 
(now St Petersburg) starved in a 
Nazi blockade that lasted 900 
days. 

Millions, mostly Jews - six mil
lion of whom died - suffered in 
Nazi-run extermination and con
centration camps throughout Eu
rope. Following liberation, many 
survivors fled the continent for 
Palestine, where the state of Is
rael was founded in 1948. 

In the Philippines, the Bataan 
Death March claimed the lives of 
more than 10,000 Allied prison
ers of war. 

Both prisoners and locals from 
conquered Asian nations died 
under harsh conditions as forced 
labourers, while thousands of 
women were forced to serve. as 
sex slaves to Japanese troops -
actions that created anti-Japanese 
feelings throughout Asia which 
still complicate diplomacy. 

Some 55 million people, both 
military and civilians, are esti
mated to have died by the time the 
war ended in 1945. 

Even as early as 1941, both 
Germany and Japan were making 
what turned out to be crucial blun
ders. 

On June 22, the Germans in
vaded Russia across a vast 1,800 
km (1,118 miles) front stretching 
from the Baltics to the Black Sea. 

Although the Germans made 
substantial gains several times, 
they proved unsustainable, with a 

savaging from the Red Army and 
the vicious Russian winter play
ing a key part in their country's 
ultimate collapse. · 

As part of a series of lightning 
strikes around Asia, Japan at
tacked the U.S. Pacific fleet at 
Pearl Harbour in Hawaii on De
cember 7, 1941. 

This precipitated the entrance 
of the United States into a war 
from which it had stood aside, 
ending its isolationist days for 
good and eventually leading to its 
self-assumed role of world po
liceman. 

Gradually the tide began to tum. 
The Japanese navy lost three 

carriers in less than five minutes 
on June 4, 1942, in the Battle of 
Midway. Another sank later that 
day. It was a blow from which 
they never recovered. 

On October 23, British and 
Commonwealth forces began a 
successfuJ offensive against Ger
man and Italian forces at El 
Alamein in Egypt, while victory 
at Stalingrad in January 1943, af
ter heavy fighting, spelled 
the beginning of the end 
in Russia. 

The Italian dictator 
Benito Mussolini was 
forced to resign on Ju I y 
25, 1943, and Italy sur
rendered on September 
8. 

The "D-Day" invasion 
of June 6, 1944- the larg
est sea-borne invasion in 
history - saw Allied 
troops land in France at 
the start of a push 
through Europe. 

The "Battle of the 
Bulge" counter-offen
sive in December post
poned the final reckon
ing, but the writing was 
on the wall for the Third 
Reich as 1945 began. 

In a bizarre twist of 
fate, three leaders of the 
major warring powers died 
within a month of each other 
that spring. 

Roosevelt died of a stroke on 
April 12, Mussolini was mur
dered on April 28, and Hitler 
committed suicide on April 30. 

The last remaining Axis 
leader, Japan's Emperor 
Hirohito, would die an old man 
in January, l 98 9. 

On May 7, Germany surren
dered. 

Meanwhile, Japanese forces 
had been forced back across the 
Pacific in a brutal island-hop
ping campaign. The July 1944 
fall of Saipan paved the way for 
the saturation bombing of Ja
pan itself, which started later 
that year. 

The battle of Okinawa, which 
began in April 1945, killed 
12,000 U.S. soldiers, took 
around 250,000 Japanese lives 
and left the home islands vul
nerable. That summer, amid a 
flurry of negotiations, both sides 
girded themselves for an inva
sion. 

It was in this atmosphere that 
the first atom bomb was deto
nated in a New Mexico desert. 

The culmination of years of 
top-secret research by the Man
hattan Project, the blast - code
named Trinity - took place early 
in the morning of July 16 at the 
Jomado de! Muerto, or Dead 
Man's Trail, test site. 

J. Robert Oppenheimer, who 
headed the project, later re
called: "A few people laughed, 
a few people cried. Most people 
remained silent. I remembered 
a line from the Bhagavadgita: 'I 
am become death, the destroyer 
of worlds."' 

By July, the United States had 
already decided to call for Ja
pan to surrender uncondition
ally or take its chances. But 
when the Potsdam Declaration 
demanding surrender was fi
nally issued on July 28, Japan 
made no formal reply. 

President Harry Truman's de
cision to drop the atomic bomb 
has stirred decades of contro
versy. The aun given in 1945 
was to prevent millions of 
deaths, both military and civil-

ian, if Japan was invaded. 
Some historians question the 

necessity, saying an exhausted 
Japan was already teetering on 
the brink of surrender. 

Others suggest the U.S. sought 
to impress Russia with the power 
of its new weapon. 

Theodore "Dutch" Van Kirk, 
navigator on the Hiroshima mis
sion~ told the Japanese Asahi 
Shimbun: 

"I have regretted Pearl Har
bor. I regret all the deaths that 
happened on Guadalcanal, on 
Bataan, on Okinawa, on Iwo 
Jirna. 

"I regard the use of the bomb 
as an act of war. . .l regret all of 
these things and I wish that they 
had not had to happen." 

On August 6, the bomb ex
ploded 580 metres above 
Hiroshima at 8: 15 in the morn
ing. Temperatures at the centre 
of the vast fireball are said to 
have reached 300,000 degrees. 

Paul Tibbets, commander of 
the bomber "Enola Gay" -
named after his mother - said 
later: "Where I had seen a dis
tinct city laid out 31,000 feet 
below us, there was. only partial 

evidence of a city because the 
whole centre was covered by a 
black, boiling mess. It was just 
tumbling and rolling down 
there." 

Roof tiles grew spongy and 
glass melted, while shadows of 
people were burnt onto build
ings in the white flash of the 
bomb. 

Survivors groped through a 
landscape of smoke and flame. 

Akiko Takakura, who was 300 
metres (yards) from ground 
zero, said the scene reminded 
her of Buddhist paintings of hell, 
"except in the paintings of hell 
there was green. Hiroshima was 
only brown, black and red. And 
in the midst of this people were 
screaming." 

As many as 150,000- out of a 
population of 350,000 - died by 
the end of 1945. Thousands 
more succumbed to injuries and 
illness later. A standard greet
ing months after the bomb was 
"Has your hair fallen out yet?" -
a reference to radiation sick-

ness. 
As of August 6, 1998, 

some 207,045 had died. 
Nagasaki was bombed 

on August 9, and Japan 
surrendered six days 
later. 

In an immediate sign 
of how times had 
changed, the Emperor 
himself, long revered as 
a deity, informed his 
people by radio that the 
war was over. Many 
could not believe they 
were actually hearing his 
voice. 

The post-war years saw 
the appearance of new na
tions and alignments. 

This was especially 
true in Asia, where many 
peoples gained inspira
tion from seeing their Eu-
ropean colonisers routed 

by the Japanese. India and Paki
stan became independent in 
1947, while Indonesia and the 
Republic of Korea were estab
lished in 1948. 

In a burst of idealism, the 
United Nations was established 
in San Francisco in June 1945 
to prevent further world wars· a 
goal so far achieved. But only 
five years later its members 
found themselves embroiled in 
the Korean War under the lead
ership of the United States. 

In place of fascism, Commu
nism loomed to many as the 
new and growing menace. 

The foundation of Commu
nist states in Eastern Europe, 
the partition of the Korean Pen
insula and the 1949 establish
ment of the People's Republic 
of China caused alarm in many 
Western capitals. 

In the 1947 Truman Doctrine, 
the United States set out the 
early principles of its quest to 
"contain" Communism - which 
would eventually lead it into 
the quagmire of the Vietnam 
War. 

The uneasy stand-off between 
the two sides was shattered on 

August 29, 1949, when Russia 
exploded its first atomic bomb
a fact discovered only by chance 
by a U.S. plane carrying out 
routine scientific research. 

Truman and his administra
tion delayed an announcement 
until September 23. As hail from 
a sudden thunderstorm pounded 
on the roof, a statement was 
released to reporters - who broke 
the nose off a stuffed deer in 
their race to phone in the news. 

This mix of drama and com
edy would prove, in retrospect, 
emblematic of the nuclear arms 
race that ensued. 

Upping the ante late in 1952, 
the United States exploded an 
even more destructive thermo
nuclear bomb, the H-bomb. 
Russia followed less than a year 
later. 

"Radioactive poisoning of the 
atmosphere and hence annihila
tion of any life on earth has 
been brought within the range 
of technical possibilities,'' said 
scientist Albert Einstein. 

As fear S\\lept the United 
States, some families built their 
own bomb shelters. A genera
tion of school children learned 
to "duck and cover," diving un
der their desks and shielding 
their faces in air-raid drills. 

Misinformation was legion. 
Some people advocated shav
ing dogs and cats to prevent 
their fur from becoming radio
active, while others recom
mended lead girdles and lead
foil brassieres. 

In 1957, the Russian launch 
of Sputnik, the first earth-orbit
ing satellite, foreshadowed the 
development of inter-continen
tal ballistic missiles, which al
lowed either country to attack 
the other without leaving their 
home shores. 

Al though a number of crises -
most notably the Cuban Missile 
Crisis of 1962 - would lead to 
treaties limiting and then ban
ning actual test explosions. the 
arms race would not calm until 
the crumbling of Communism 
at the end of the !' 980s. 

Other countries also devel
oped atomic weapons - Britain 
in 1952, France in 1960, China 
in 1967.Indiain 1974. Lastyear. 
as the end of the millennium 
approached, Pakistan also 
joined the nuclear club. 

While more than I 00 coun
tries signed the U.N.-sponsored 
Comprehensive Nuclear Test 
Ban Treaty (CTBT), India and 
Pakistan have refused, saying 
the pact favours established 
nuclear powers. 

Subcritical tests. meaning 
those stopping just short of an 
actual reaction, are still carried 
out. More than 2,000 tests of all 
kinds had been conducted in the 

. post-war era to early 1999. 
"For humans, nuclear weap

ons are absolute evil,'' said 
Hiroshi Hara in Hiroshima. "But 
humans developed them, so they 
can rid the world of them. It is 
my prayer that the 21st century 
will be the century in which this 
happens." 

,· 
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Faisao plans group to 
lobby vs nuke shipments 
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Variety News Staff 
REPRESENTATIVE Melvin 
0. Faisao is proposing the for
mation of a private group to 
lobby the federal government 
for a more critical stance 
against sea shipments of ra
dioactive waste materials. 

He made the suggestion as 
he criticized the federal 
government's ··passive" 
policy on the non-disclosure 
of ships carrying radioactive 
materials which are passing 
very close to the NMI's ex
clusive economic zone. 

Faisao said he will lobby for 
an amendment in the CNMI 
Constitution to allow local 
authorities to inspect ships 
that carry or transship radio
active waste. 

'"I like the idea of one of the 
FSM (Federated States of 
Micronesia) states that it em
power its officials to board 
ships carrying plutonium 
when they come close to terri
torial waters," he said. 

While 16 South Pacific 
countries have already taken a 
very strong stance against the 
passage and dangers of such 

Melvin 0. Faisao 

materials, especially during its 
leaders meeting in Palau last 
October, the CNMI still has 
not taken any active move 
against nuclear waste, show
ing its residents still lack 
awareness over its potential 
hazards. · 

During the meeting, the 
presidents and prime minis
ters of the states considered 
the idea of boarding ships just 
to prevent them from getting 
close or passing through their 
territorial waters. 

The leaders also included in 
their discussion compensation 
in case accidents happen. 

Faisao said he will also come 
up with an organization that 
will pursue the cause and will 
··protect the CNMI ocean and 
its people." 

But first, he said he will con
centrate on disseminating to 
the public the dangers of the 
materials, especially in case 
of accidents, before coming 
up with the plan. 

With respect to the mem
bers of the next Legislature, 
the congressman said he will 
pass the initiative to them and 
let them continue if they are 
interested. 

He added that he wants the 
issue to be included in the dis
cussions for the next 902 
round of talks between the US 
and the CNMI. 
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Presidential awards for Filipinos 
will be launched on Saipan soon 

By Rene P. Acosta 
Variety News Staff 

THE CNMI has been in
cluded in the list of eight 
overseas Filipino worker 

(OFW)- host countries where 
the Year 2000 Presidential 
Award for Filipinos will be 
launched. 

Philippine Consul Julia 

Holiday office gift-giving tips 

Heidemann said the presti· 
gious national award whose 
recipient will be selected by 
President Joseph Estrada him
self will be established on 
Saipan by a committee which 
will be coming over this com
ing February. 

The award which will only 
cover Filipinos and Filipino 
organizations based abroad is 
being coordinated by Commis
sion on Filipinos Overse·as 
under the Philippine Depart
ment of Foreign Affairs. 

Variety News Staff 
IT'S THE season for holiday 
office parties but they can be 
difficult if you 're not sure how 
to manage office gift-giving. 

Image Dynamics, which pro· 
vides seminars and training on 
all business etiquette topics, sug
gests the following guidelines 
for participating in the annual 
holiday traditions of any office: 

• Gift giving among co-work
ers is acceptable as long as it's 
done with discretion and in good 
taste; 

• If there is an office gift ex
change with a limit on spending, 
do not spend much more, as it 
might embarrass the receiver; 

• If you are a new employee, 
find out what gift-giving tradi
tions are practiced in your of
fice: 

• When exchanging gifts with 
co-workers, it's imponant not to 
openly leave anyone out-if you 
chose to give only a few indi
viduals gifts, do it discretely, 
perhaps during after work hours 
or at lunch; 

• In general, employees do not 
give gifts to their employers, but 
there is nothing wrong with do
ing so if the gift is neither too 
expensive nor too personal. 
Baked goods are always appro
priate-also, keep in mind it's 
perfectly acceptable for co-work
ers to join together and buy a 
nice gift for the boss. (Co-work
ers can team up for gifts for 
fellow co-workers as well); 

• Gifts for your administrative 
assistant are expected. If you 
have worked together a shon 

time, a smaller gift such as per
fume or after-shave is appropri
ate. For longer working relation
ships, a more substantial gift is 
appropriate; 

• Besuretofirstcheckyourclients' 
policy on receiving gifts-if there are 
no restrictions, select a personalized 
gift that is going to say "thank you"; 
make sure that you do not give some-

thing that might embarrass your cli
ents or make them feel obligated in 
anyway; 

• Contributions to a charitable 
organization are appropriate cor· 
porate gifts, espi:cially for com
panies that have a "no gift " 
policy-the amount should not 
be disclosed, just the fact that a 
donation has been made in their 

name; be sure to choose a char
ity that will not be offensive to 
anyone; and 

• Most importantly, be sure 
your gifts suit the recipient -
for instance, giving wine to a 
non-drinker is inappropriate, 
and giving a gym bag to some
one who does not exercise does 
not reflect well. 

COMMUNITY GIVING. Rotarians Alex Sablan (foreground) and Ed Salas decorate the Community Giving 
Tree as part of the Rotary Club Saipan's Christmas project. Photo by Lalla c. Younis 

There are more than six mil
lion Filipinosworking outside 
the Philippines, most of whom 
are in the United States, the 
Middle East, and in some other 
countries in Asia and the Pa
cific. 

In anticipation of the launch
ing, Heidemann is urging pro· 
spective workers or any orga
nizations to prepare their ap
plications or nominations 
which they can submit them 
to the Philippine Consulate. 

The Presidential award, now 
on its third batch, is given to 
any individual or organization 
who has made a great impact 
to the I ives of their fellow Fili
pinos or to the country as well, 
or by bringing honor to the 
Philippines. 

Last year, the coveted award 
was taken by a Filipino based 
in Canada who made a great 
invention, according to 
Heidemann. 

You can avoid accident, 
if you ... 

Drive 
Safely 
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Guam justice nominee rejected 

Randall Cunliffe 

By Jay Pascua 
Variety News Staff 

RANDALL Cunliffe 's nomina
tion to the Supreme Court has 
been rejected . 

ThcChairof the Legislature's 
Judiciary Committee, Sen. John 
Salas (R-Dededo), said his com
mittee had until yesterday to act 
on the nomination. 

But because the committee 
will not make a recommenda
tion to confirm, the nomination 
"will be deemed disapproved," 
Salas said. 

The administration yesterday 
lashed at the committee's deci
sion, saying it "smacks of 
low ball politics." 

But Salas said the move was 
not political and had more to do 
with allegations against 
Cunliffe. 

According to the committee, 
the allegations against Cunliffe 
surfaced last week. 

Salas did not give any details 
about the allegations but said it 
was related to Cunliffe's fi. 
nances and affiliations with or
ganizations. 

Salas said his office tried to 
contact Cunliffe but was told by 
the nominee's staff he was off 
island. 

The senator added that he 
asked for a contact number and 
was not given one. 

Salas said he wanted to be 
able to hold a mark up meeting 
with Cunliffe and the commit
tee to address the allegations. 

"We wanted to be able to sit 
down and say 'okay this is what 
we found, why didn't you 
[Cunliffe] talk about this?' It's 
a courtesy we shou Id extend to 
anybody as wc have in the past," 
Salas said. 

Sen. Alberto Lamorcna (R· 
Tamuning) said if he voted no 

based on the allegations it would 
have been unfair to Cunliffe. 

"It would be an injustice for 
me if I were to vote no without 
giving the opportunity to Randy 
[Cunliffe] to respond," 
Lamorena said. 

Senators said if the rejec
tion was "a truly political 
move" the members could 
have reported the nomination 
out of committee and allowed 
the allegations to be debated 
in open legislative session 
without giving Cunliffe a 
chance to answer to or refute 
the allegations. 

Sen. Kaleo Moylan (R· 
Dededo) said reporting the 
nomination out of committee 
could allow for political bash
ing on the session floor. 

"In all fairness to this posi
tion and the chairman as well 
we want to make sure the can
didate is offered every oppor
tunity to respond to some of 
the findings that were pre
sented to this committee," 
Moylan said. 

When asked whether the com
mittee timed its decision to co
incide with the U.S. Supreme 
Court hearing the 1998 election 
case, the senators said the com
mittee was following the law 
allowing the committee to make 
a decision within 180 days of 
the nomination. 

Thecommitteesaiditwasonly 
acting within the time line of I 80 
days since Cunliffe's nomina
tion. 

Gov. Carl Gutierrez spokes
man John Ryan, in a news re
lease, urged Salas to make pub
lic the committee's background 
report on Cunliffe and the rea
sons behind the rejection of the 
nomination. 

"By not reporting out the com
mittees finding with either a rec
ommendation for or against the 
nomination of Mr. Cunliffe, 
Senator Salas is effectively un
dermining the nomination pro· 
cess by not allowing the full 
Legislature to act on it," Ryan 
said. 

He said the governor nomi
nated an extremely capable, ex
tremely qualified candidate who 
was endorsed by the Guam Bar 
Association, Guam Supreme 
Court Chief Justice Benjamin J. 
Cruz and other prominent 

Taiwan donates to 
Pacific com.munity 
TAHITI (Pacnews)-Taiwan 
has donated US$ 500,000 to 
the Pacific Community's out· 
going Director General Dr. 
Robert Dun. 

The funding, announced by 
a Taiwan's representative in 
Fiji, Mr. Chi-kun Ning, will 
support several regiona: 
projects. 

Among activities to receive 
assistance from the Taiwan 
grant are the 8th Pacific Arts 
Festival, which will take 

place in New Caledonia next 
year, as well as health and 
fishing projects. 

This is part of Taiwan's 
US$1.5 million assistance to 
the Pacific region, commit
ted to Forum leaders at their 
summit in Palau in October 
this year. 

The funds will be used by 
seven regional organisations. 

A third of the amount will 
be used by SPC to fund ten 
regional projects. 

people. 
"We believe the Legislature's 

action smacks of lowball poli
tics and is a betrayal of the 
people of Guam to reject a su
perbly qualified judicial candi
date without fully explaining 
why. The administration stands 

by this nomination and the Leg
islature must be able to illus
trate that the decision was not 
just made because of political 
biases," Ryan said. 

Ryan went on to say, "After 
all, if Senator Salas were sin
cere in wanting to give nominee 

Cunliffe an opportunity to re
spond to any supposedly nega
tive information in the report
items which his committee has 
failed to spell out-he could 
have reported out the informa
tion so that Mr. Cunliffe-could 
defend himself against it." 

The Adult Basic Education (ABE) Program at Northern Marianas College (NMC) receives $1,000 to 
purchase materials for its instructional programs, courtesy of the Bank of Hawaii. Bank of Hawaii Consumer 
Sales Specialist Manager Clisa Bryant (left) presented the check to ABE Director Fe Calixterio (right). 

NMC photo 

My Two Front Ti 

Gftve th.e Gftft of CeHanliar! 
This holiday season GTE Pacifica is making it easier than ever to give the gift of 

Cellular! Choose any Analog or Digital plan and enjoy enhanced features like Caller 
ID and Guam Roaming. Exchange an Analog cellular for a Digital model and receive 
S50 credit•. Or, switch an active Saipan Cellular phone to a GTE Pacifica Digital plan 
and get $50 credit•. Sign up before Christmas and get our lowest airtime rates in the 

CNMI, plus a free gift with any Cellular plan purchase! 

Call today, 682-2745 or visit our offices on Middle Road. 
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Expert to speak on 
autism next week 

By Marian A. Maraya 
Variety News Staff 

AN OFF-ISLAND expert is ar
riving on Saipan early nexr week 
to do an in-service training on 
autism. Public School Sy;tem 
(PSS) Early Childhood Program 
Coordinator Suzanne W. 
Lizama said. 

Dr. David Finn from the Uni
versity of Alabama will be shar
ing his expertise with parents, 
staff, early childhood special 
education staff, special educa
tion related services providers 
(occupational therapist, mental 
health practitioners, etc.) on the 
subject of autism, a form of 
childhood schizophrenia char
acterized by acting out and with
drawal. 

"Dr. Finn would basically be 
demonstrating how we can work 
with children with autism, on 
strategies that work in the class
room." said Lizama. 

This despite the relatively low 
incidence of autism in the 
CNMI, Lizama revealed. 

··We don't have that many 

children with autism here," she 
said. 

Lizama is inviting parents; 
PSS sraff, and interested parties 
to take advantage of this re
source to learn more about the 
disorder. 

"If there are any other parents 
who feel they could benefit, or 
maybe those who have a child 
who has not been identified with 
the condition and they are not 
sure, they are welcome to come 
and attend," she said. 

Education Commissioner 
Rita H. Inos is also encourag
ing PSS staff to attend Finn's 
presentation as the informa
tion is valuable in providing 
the necessary support and ser
vices to children with autism 
in the schools. 

Finn's visit will include ob
servations of children with au
tism in the classroom and 
inservice days with staff and 
parents after the observations. 

"He will be talking about his 
observations, telling parents 
what he's going to be looking 

for in the classrooms and cer
tain settings. 

"On the next day he will be 
out doing observations of kids 
in the classrooms so he would 
have a better idea on how to 
assist teachers on how to work 
with kids with autism," she 
said. 

Finn will be presenting an 
overview of autism for special 
education staff and parents at 
the Pacific Gardenia on Decem
ber 14, from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 

On December 15, Finn will 
spend the day observing chil
dren (head start, toddlers, in
fants) in classrooms and homes. 

On the 16th, he will be con
ducting the same procedure on 
school-aged children· to be fol
lowed by another inservice train
ing for special education staff, 
related service providers, and 
parents. 

The training continues until 
the 17th. 

His last day on Saipan will be 
utilized for private consultations 
with parents. 

Media First Amendment rights 
discussed at Guam law seminar 

By Eric F. Say 
Variety News Staff 

HAGATNA-Renowned author, 
lecturer and University of South- · 
em California Law School Pro
fessor Edwin Chemerinsky pro
vided journalists, practicing law
yers and the general public a 
unique perspective on the Consti
tutional Law as it relates to free
dom of the press issues. 

A major topic discussed by 
Chemerinsky during a two-day 
seminar was whether the press 
enjoys special rights-whether it 
is entitled to any protections 
greater than those afforded citi
zens under the First Amendment 
of the U.S. Constitution. 

Chemerinsky said the press has 
a unique role in informing the 
public and keeping the govern-

ment in check. 
But at the same time, the public 

has a long-standing fear of the 
press in American society which 
leads to whether news sources 
have the right to be protected in 
certain cases, Chemerinsky said. 

Many U.S. Supreme Court case 
decisions were discussed about 
the rights of the press to cover 
certain proceedings and the limits 
it must observe on reporting judi
cial matters. 

One important ruling states that 
a court may not impose a restraint 
on the press to protect a criminal 
defendant's right to a fair trial, 
unless it is deemed that pretrial 
publicity will prevent the defen
dant from receiving a fair trial. 

Chemerinsky used the O.J. 
Simpson trial as an example, say-

ing that although there was mas
sive pre-trial publicity in the case, 
the defendant was able to receive 
a fair criminal trial and was sub
sequently acquitted of murder 
charges by a jury. 

As to the question of whether 
the press has any special right in 
its ability to protect "sources" in 
gathering news, Chemerinsky said 
under federal law there is no such 
guarantee. 

But, he added, many states 
have adopted "shield Jaws" that 
protect reporters from having to 
disclose their sources. 

In an interview with Variety, 
Chemerinsky said all court pro
ceedings, including those involv
ing juveniles who have commit
ted horrendous crimes, must be 
open to the press and the public. 

A Superior Court Judge, a U.S. Attorney and island media crews begin taking notes at the 1999 Media Law 
Seminar held the U.S. District Court of Guam in Hagatna Tuesday. Photo by Eduardo c. Siguenza 

COMMuNlfv 

GES Students of the Week 

Sharleen Gazley, Kinder (pm) 
student from Ms. Jebehn's class 
demonstrates good time and at
tendance. She always partici
pates in classroom activities. She 
likes to try new things.She can 
read three to four letter words. 

Zyra Gasper, 6th Grade from 
Mr. Middleton's class has dis
played and practiced the quali
ties of a top student at GES. She 
exhibits great team and personal 
skills. She is always ready to 
help when needed and is always 
doing her best to improve her
self and those around her. 

Ben Deleon Guerrero, 3rd 
Grade from Mr. Taylor's class is 
an excellent student who sets 
the standard for all of his class
mates. He behaves well in class, 
participates in discussions, and 
completes all of his work on time· 
with the highest degree of qual
ity. He is always courteous and 
thoughtful and willing to assist 
those who need it most. 

Jason Ray Palacios, 1st Grade 
from Mrs. Conlon 's class is a 
very intelligent student. He 
comes to school everyday, pre
pared and ready to learn. He 
works hard, always finishes his 
work on time and helps other 
students. He shows interest in 
everything the class talks about. 
Jason is also a good singer. 

Keoki Tudela, 2nd Grade from 
Mrs. Mike's class co.mes to class 
everyday ready to learn. He's an 
honor roll student. Everyone in 
Rm. B-3 likes him, because of 
his positive behavior. He is well
organized and very responsible 
person. 

ArlidenorTapado, Kinder(am) 
student from Ms. Jebehn's class 
always come to school with a 
cute smile on her face every
day. She finishes her home
work and classroom activities 
with great patience. She shows 
great respect for her classmates 
as well as her teacher. 

Emariglold Pinkerton, 5th 
Grade from Mr. Aldan's class, 
better known to friends as "Mari
gold" exhibits full aspects of a 
fine Mega student. She comes 
to class prepared and confident 
to conquer the day! She is also 
an ''A" honor student, who main
tains a perfect attendance. 

Jessielyn Quitano, 4th Grade 
from Mr. Castro's class is a very 
positive role model in our class. 
She works independently and is 
very attentive during class time. 
Jessielyn is very cooperative and 
always volunteers her time un
selfishly to help other students. 
Her respect for her teacher and 
her fellow classmates reflects 
that of a student with an excel
lent attitude. Jessielyn never 
waste time when given an as
signed task. 

if-., 
,, 

I 
I 
I 

,P-ALAU .. , THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9, 1999-MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND vrg:ws-11 

Feature: 

Saving a dying culture 
By Mar-Vic Cagurangan 
For the Variety 

KOROR (Palau Horizon) 
Palau, just like many other places 
in Micronesia, witnesses its cul
ture and traditions slowly fading 
into oblivion. The young Palauans 
succumb to the western landscape, 
slowly transfonning their gen
eration into a Michael Jordan and 
Spice Girls culture. Wait for a 
few more years and they wil I start 
asking, "Who are we, really?" 

But you can't just whine. Some
thing can be done about it. Hence 
a new museum that attempts to 
preserve-if not to give renais
sance to- what is left of Palau's 
vanishing arts and culture. 

Mandy Etpison had to bear with 
the apparent jealousy of the local 
community when she began em
barking on a project that would 
become the Etpison Museum & 
Gallery. Palauans believed any 
responsibility relating to culture 
and traditions rightfully belonged 
only to them. 

Mandy is a European and her 
interest in putting up the museum 
made no sense to the islanders. 

ButMandy,anativeoftheNeth
erlands, had good reasons to un
dertake the project. She is a pa
tron of local arts and culture. She 
is an artist herself. She is married 
to the prominent Palauan busi
nessman Shallum Etpison, by 
whom she has two kids. 

Mandy is from the other side of 
the globe. She's an outsider all 
right, but she vows, "Tm an out
sider who appreciates their arts 
and culture." 

She adds, "My own kids are 
Palauans and I'd like to show 
them where they came from." 

When Etpison Museum & Gal
lery opened last August, all the 
negative talks came to a halt. The 
sight of the features inside the 
three-story building in Hamlet 
Meketii silenced them. The local 
residents found a house that has 
everything about them. 

"It was funny," Mandy says, re
calling the negative attitude she got 
from the locals when the project 
started. "People from Belau Na
tiona,l Museum saw this as a com
petition thing, whichlneverthought 
it to be. Most places have more 
than one museum and you can fo
cus on different subjects." 

Eventually, the museum got the 
Palauans' support. 

"We thought our main visitors 
would be tourists and school kids. 
But there's a lot of Palauans com
ing here. They see that I'm not 
trying to buy all their things and 
exportthem. We're showingthem 
here; they're not going any
where," Mandy says. 

The Etpison Museum building, 
which was designed, built, and 
financed by Shallum and Mandy, 
is dedicated to the late President 
Ngiratkel Etpison-Shallum's 
father-who donated the land for 
the project in 1996. 

"My father-in-law always 
wanted to build a museum. Un
fortunately, he passed three years 
ago before the museum was fin
ished," says Mandy, who has been 
a resident of Palau for 15 years. 

The main floor of the building 
has glass cases displaying prehis
toric pottery and tools, heirloom 
items donated by Palauan fami
lies, Palauan money beads, turtle 
shells, money plates, ceramic ar
tifacts and others. 
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Another glass case contains 
grass skirts and exotic ornaments 
used in traditional childbirth cer
emony for women having their 
first babies. 

Across the lobby stands a mini 
Bai meeting house, while the 
middle area has a row of glass 
cases containing hundreds of 
multi-colored rare shells. 

The third floor features the 
art gallery and gift shop where 
visitors can buy souvenirs, 
story boards, mini sculptures 
of the Palauan monkey man, 
art prints, original paintings, 
handicrafts, and books relat
ing to Palau's culture, tradi
tions and history. 

Some of the items on display 
belong to Mandy's own personal 
collections, and the rest were 
loaned by Palauan families. All 
these were items rescued from 
disappearance.-

"There 's a very few old artifacts 
left in Palau. There are more things 
in museums about Palau in Europe 
than we have here," Mandy says. 
"We thought it would good to 
collect as much as we could before 
those artifacts totally disappear. 
The kids don 'tcare for these. They 
sell them to foreigners." 

Again, this goes back to their 
vanishing appreciation for their 
own culture, which can be attrib
uted to the arrival of the coloniz
ers- the Germans, the Japanese, 
and the Americans. 

"In the last 50 years, Palau went 
from stone age to computer age 
very fast, so they lost a big part of 
their culture," Mandy says. "Now 
there's only one or two people 
left who are really master carv-

ers, who still know their old tradi
tions. When they '.re gone, nobody 
can follow tip because the young 
kids are not being taught any
more." 

Schools in Palau mostly have 
American teachers instead of 
Palauan teachers. Most of the 
schools don't pay attention to tra
ditional arts and crafts anymore. 
Compounding the westernized 
school setup is the changing fam
ily practices. 

"Parents are busy working that 

they have to have Filipino maids. 
So they don't get cultural back
grounds from home anymore," 
Mandy says. 

But Mandy is optimistic. 
Etpison Museum provides a 

venue for the surviving local art
ists. "We 're trying to bring back a 
little bit of that culture and see if 
they can reintroduce it. If they 
can make a living by selling their 
crafts to tourists, maybe they'll 
start making those old crafts 
again," Mandy says. 

Gourmet gift baskets and other arrangements. • 
Featuring: sausages, cheeses, crackers, 
cookies, chocolates, wines, coffees, etc ... 

Ideal for your corporate and family gift giving needs. 
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Holiday Hours: 
Monday through Saturday, 

9:00am-8:00pm 
Sunday 

1 O:OOam - 6:00pm 
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~ McDonald's Special ~ 
~ MIGHTY WINGS EXTRA VALUE MEAL 

Includes 3 pieces 
Chicken Wings 
with Rice or with 
Lmge Crispy 
Golden Fries 
and Medium 
Ice Cold Drink 
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AIDS leading cause of 
death in Port Moseby 

Another by-election 
in Cook Islands set 

RAROTONGA (Pacnews) -
The Electoral Office in the 
Cook Isl;mds· has announced 
that another by-election must 
be held to decide the contro
versial Pukapuka-Nassau seat. 

Wuatai, for the seat because 
he was still employed as a pub
lic servant during the election. 

PORT MORESBY (Pacnews) 
-AIDS is becoming the leading 
cause of death in Papua New 
Guinea's (PNG) capital, Port 
Moresby, according to Health 
Secretary, Doctor Puka Terna. 

Dr Temu revealed this when he 
received K 11, 500 (US$4,i 80) 
from the National Capital District 
Commission Tuesday to help 
carry out awareness campaigns 
on the disease. 

He said Port Moresby was ex
periencing an increase in the birth 
of infants infected with the dis
ease and also an increase in the 

number of girls between the ages 
of 13 and 30 contracting the dis
ease. 

Dr Temu said with this trend, 
the National AIDS Council 
needed to concentrate on edu
cating children about the dis
ease. 

He appealed to non-governmen
tal organisations, businesses and 
communities to support the coun
cil carry out awareness cam
paigns. 

Dr Temu said everyone had to 
participate in the awareness 
programmes, as AIDS was no 

Air Fiji eyes more 
regional routes 

SUV A (Pacnews) - One of 
Fiji's domestic carriers, Air Fiji 
has launched an ambitious plan 
to capture more regional desti
nations. 

The airline wants to increase 
its current services to Tonga and 
Tuvalu to include Kiribati, Niue, 
Samoa, Vanuatu and Wallis and 
Futuna. 

Manager Regional Services 
Arthur Whippy said the airline 
has already started negotiations 
with Kiribati and Niue. 

··we hope to start flying there 
early in the new year using our 
Embraer Brasilia," he said. 

For Niue, Whippy said nego
tiations have just begun. But the 
airline is optimistic it can "pull 
this off." 

"'If everything goes according 
to plan, Air Fiji hopes to start 
operating a Nausori/TongalNiue 
se1vice in February. Whippy said 

the airline also hopes to start ne
gotiations with the various au
thorities in Vanuatu, Samoa, and 
Wallis and Funma early in 2000." 

"We're looking at these desti
nations seriously. If we pull these 
routes, we '11 definitely be look
ing at acquiring another aircraft 
to service these destinations," 
he said. 

Air Fiji's thinking is that there 
is a future operating frequent 
trips to regional destinations with 
a small, fast, .::omfortable prop
jet like the Brasilia. 

With 20 to 30 passengers it 
can make money in circum
stances which for the bigger jets 
would be unprofitable 

Air Fiji currently uses its 30 
seater Embraer Brasilia to ser
vice Funafuti and Nuku'alofa. 

The airline flies three times a 
week to Tonga and four times a 
week to Tuvalu. 

Pearl Harbor survivor Manuel Mello bows his head during a memorial 
service commemorating the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on 
Coast Guard Island in Alameda, Calif. Chartier was stationed aboard 
the destroyer U.S.S. Holbert at the time of the attack. AP 

longer only a health issue but also 
a development issue. According 
to the Secretary, the Council held 
a number of regional and provin
cial workshops this year but there 
was more to be done. 

Papua New Guinea has esti
mated there are between I 0,000 
and 20,000 HIV/AIDS cases in 
the country. 

The head physician at the Angau 
Memorial Hospital, Doctor Paison 
Dakulala said AIDS in PNG is" a 
potentially devastating epidemic 
with social, economic and demo
graphic implications." 

Dr.ug smuggling 
from Fiji foiled 

SUV A (Pacnews) - Local au
thorities in I1i'ji are investigating 
how a Cook Islander smuggled 
drugs out from Fiji to the Cook 
Islands without being detected at 
the Nadi International airport. 

Cook Islands Police alerted Fiji 
authorities after the man was ar
rested. 

The latest drug bust in the Cook 
Islands had led Police to suspect 
that a drug racket exists within 
Pacific Island countries. 

This will be the second by
election in the Constituency 
since the June general election. 

The September 29 by-elec
tion was declared null and void 
after discrepancies were found 
in the registration of voters 
from the island of Nassau. 

A number of voters were al
legedly registered over the 
phone and did not sign their 
registration slips. 

A Government statement said 
the proposed by-election will 
not affect the Coalition Gov
ernment which has a comfort
able majority in Parliament. 

The Democratic Alliance 
Party (DAP), led by Dr 
Terepai Moate who was re
cently sworn in as the new 
Prime Minister, won the 
Pukapuka-Nassau seat in the 
June general election. 

The result was successfully 
challenged in court by the then 
ruling Cook Islands Party 
(CIP). The High Court in Au
gust ruled invalid the election 
of DAP Candidate, Tiaki 

The former Deputy Prime 
Minister, CIP candidate Inatio 
Akaruru, was elected instead 
but the Appeals Court later 
ruled that a by-election must 
be held to decide the seat. The 
by-election on September 29 
was won by a CIP candidate, 
but the result was also chal
lenged by OAP which queried 
the declaratory votes. 

Now the Electoral Office has 
declared the election null and 
void because of registration 
irregularities. A date for the 
by-election will be announced 
soon. 

DAP Leader, Dr Terepai 
Moate had been counting on 
the Pukapuka-Nassau seat to 
give him a one seat majority in 
Parliament after some CIP 
members planned to defect to 
the Opposition side. 

However, .he was sworn in 
as Prime Minister last month 
after a successful vote of no 
confidence against the CIP 
Government of Dr Joe Will
iams. The Government Coa
Ii tion currently holds 14 

· seats in the 25-member Par
liament. 

Native Hawaiians ask sovereignty 
HONOLULU (Pacnews) -
Native Hawaiians have called 
on the Clinton Administration 
to restore the monarchy and 
create a sovereign nation. 

The calls have come during 
a series ofreconciliation meet
ings throughout Hawaii. 

In 1993, the US Congress 
passed the Apology Bill, a 
formal apology for the over
throw of the Hawaiian monar
chy and seizure of royal lands. 

The Bill also provided for a 
reconciliation process, 
through a series of public 
meetings. 

However, at the first meet
ing on Kauai Island, nearly 
200 native Hawaiians de
manded independence and the 
return of nearly two million 
acres of crown land. 

A Justice Department spokes
man said however, that was be
yond the scope of the reconcili-

ation process. All he could of
fer was an apology for what he 
called the "incredible pain and 
injustice" that native Hawai-
ians have suffered. . 

Many speakers lamented the 
lack of a united Hawaiian 
voice, others sought compen
sation. Four more meetings 
are planned this week, as well 
as two all day forums, where 
further calls for independence 
are expected. · 

Col. Barry Ford, left, commanding officer of Marine Aviation Training Support f}roup at Naval Station Corpus 
Christi, Texas, pins a Purple Heart on Pearl Harbor survivor, Garten Erl1ck, during Pearl Harbor Day 
celebration at Sherrill Park in Corpus Christi. Erlick has waited 58 years to receive his Purple Hean. AP 
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RP to send back Japan waste 
MANILA, Philippines (AP) 
- The Philippines will send 
back to Japan I 22 container 
vans of used adult diapers, 
sanitary napkins and hazard
ous hospital waste that were 
shipped illegally into the 
country, officials said Mon
day. 

Philippine officials said 
they plan to bring criminal 
charges against those respon
sible for shipping the waste, 
which was misdeclared as re
cyclable paper and plastic, 
and bring up the illegal waste 
export at an international fo
rum. 

Customs Commissioner 
Nelson Tan said the 122 vans 
were shipped from Tochigi, 
Japan, in August and in
spected at Manila harbor late 
last month when the consignee 
failed to claim the shipment. 

Instead of waste paper, cus
toms authorities discovered 
that the 29 40-foot container 
vans opened so far contained 
a mix of household garbage 
and hospital refuse, includ
ing soiled adult diapers, sani
tary napkins, discarded shoes 
and syringe packaging, said 
Geronimo Sanez, an official 
of Manila's Department of 
Environment and Natural Re
sources. 

Sanez, who carried out the 
inspections, said the waste 

was hazardous and they would 
recommend to customs offi
cials that it be sent back to 
Japan at the consignee's cost. 

He said officials would also 
criminally charge those re
sponsible for the shipment. 

Philippine laws prohibit the 
importation of hazardous 
waste and violators are sub
ject to up to six years in jail 
and a fine of 500,000 pesos($ 
12,500). In addition, Japan and 
the Philippines are signatories 
to an international convention 
banning the export of toxic 
waste, Sanez said. 

"We want the extremes, the 
highest penalties for those re
sponsible," Sanez said. He 
said the Philippines will re
port the Japanese waste ship
ment to an ongoing interna
tional conference in Basel, 
Switzerland, aimed at stop
ping industrialized countries 
from dumping the.ir waste in 
poor countries. 

The Japanese Embassy in 
Manila has written the envi
ronmental bureau, promising 
to cooperate in an investiga
tion of the shipper and recipi
ent of the waste materials, 
Sanez said. 

The shipment is an embar
rassment for Japan, which has 
made the promotion of envi
ronmental protection a major 
thrust of its foreign policy and 

The Metros tar Express Manila's latest overhead commuter train sys
tem, plies the EDSA tracks. at suburban Quezon ci~y amidst a heavy 
traffic during its test run which was open to the pubhc on Wednesday. 
AP 

extended loans to many coun
tries for the same purpose. 

The environmental group 
Greenpeace criticized Japan 
for the. waste shipment. "Ja
pan ought to be ashamed for 
this affront against the Philip
pine public and the interna
tional community," the group 

said in a statement. 
Philippine Foreign Secre

tary Domingo Siazon su g
gested there w~s no need for 
Manila to lodge a formal pro
test against Japan if a Philip
pine government investigation 
shows that Japanese officials 
were not aware of the waste 

shipment, which was a pri
vate transaction. 

Sanez said he was saddened 
when he first saw the hospital 
waste concealed in black plas
tic bags at Manila's harbor. 
"Are we this poor that other 
people would not care what 
would happen to us?".he asked. 

Protesters flash the thumbs down sign as they shout slogans at a rallr outside the U.S. Emb~ssy in Manila 
Tuesday to denounce the dispersal and arrests of protesters at the failed World Trade Organization (WTO) 
meetino in Seattle. Washinaton recentlv. AP 
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Singaporean Foreign Minister Shunmug?m J~yflkurryar (right) is welcomed by his _Japa'!ese cpl.fnterpart 
Yohe, Kono prior to their talks at the Foreign Mtmstry m Tokyo Tuesday. AccompanymgPnme Mtmster Goh 
Chok Tong, Jayakumar is currently on a five--day working visit. AP • 

Miyazawa: Japan can 
achieve growth target 
TOKYO (AP) - Japan can 
still attain the government's 
target of 0.5 percent growth 
despite the shrinking of the 
economy for the second quar
ter. Finance Minister Kiichi 
Miyazawa said Tuesday. 

The eovernment said Mon
day th;t gross domestic prod
uct shrank I percent in the 
July-September quarter after 
two consecutive quarters of 
growth. Economists and in
~estors. however, remained 
confident that the budding re
coverv could absorb the fall. 

Gro.ss domestic product is 
the value of goods and ser· 
vices produced within the 
country. 

Miyazawa said the contrac
tion was hard to asses because it 
was partly due to a sharp up
ward revision in the growth rate 
for the April-June quarter, to I 
percent from 0.1 percent. 

Kiichi Miyazawa 

Japan's growth for the fis
cal year ending in March is 
likely to be about 0.5 percent 
or 0.6 percent, the 
government's target, 
Miyazawa said. 

Japan is struggling to pull 
itself out of an economic slow
down that has prevented its 
economy from growing in the 
last three years. 

Later Tuesday, the lower 
house of parliament passed the 
government's 18 trillion yen 
($ 174 billion) supplementary 
budget to boost the economy. 

In its second supplementary 
budget this year, the govern
ment will spend 6. 79 trillion 
yen($ 65.9 billion) mainly on 
nursing home care for the eld
erly, support for small and 
medium-sized businesses and 
benefits for the unemployed. 

Mostoftheremaining 11.21 
trillion yen($ 108.9 billion) 
will be raised by local gov
ernments and corporations to 
pay for construction projects, 
the Ministry of Finance said. 

The budget next goes to the 
upper house, where it is ex
pected to pass. The ruling coa
lition holds a majority in both 
houses. The spending plan will 
be financed largely through 
borrowing. 

Ul\l rights envoy cor1ce1ned about 
Cambodian crackdown on courts 

PHNOM PENH, Cambodia 
(AP) - A Cambodian govern· 
ment order to re-arrest suspects 
who allegedly bribed their way 
to freedom is a dangerous in· 
fringement on the. powers of the 
judiciary, a U.N. huinan rights 
envoy warned on Tuesday. 

"Though strong measures are 
clearly needed to correct prob
lems in the judiciary, including 
tendencies of corruption, the 
government ordersti 11 does raise 
problems," U.N. human rights 
envoy Thomas Hammar berg said 
in a statement. 

Human rights groups have 
long .criticized widespread 
corrup!ii:m in Cambodia's . 

under-funded courts, but 
Prime Minister Hun Sen 's ar
rest order has nonetheless 
been widely branded as an 
authoritarian move overturn
ing court rulings. 

At least 41 suspects who were 
acquitted or had charges dropped 
by the courts have been detained 
since the order Friday. 

Investigations were ordered 
against court officials who Phnom 
Penh Governor Chea Sophara 
accused last week of accepting 
hundreds of thousands of dollars 
in bribes to release suspected rob
bers, kidnappers and drug traf
fickers. 
· The governor said Monday that 

' ' : 

the results of the investigations 
will be turned over to the top 
judicial authority, the Supreme 
Council of Magistracy. 

Human rights groups contend 
the government does not have 
the authority to order such an 
investigation and can only lodge 
complaints to the council, which 
has sole authority to discipline 
or remove judges. 

"'Serious problems do indeed 
exist in the operation of the 
courts," Hammarberg said. 

· "However, these problems 
should be addressed in accor
dance with the rule of law and 
with due regard to theindepen· 
dence of thejudiciary." 

ASIA 

Singapore to Japan: Take 
the lead in next WTO talks 
TOKYO (AP) - Singapore's 
Prime Minister, on a visit to To
kyo, urged Japan to take a leader· 
ship role in the next round of the 
World Trade Organization talks, 
an official.said Tuesday. 

Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong, 
in a meeting with Japanese ruling 
coalition member the New 
Komeito party, also warned that a 
failure in future WTO talks would 
threaten Japan's ability to export 
to North America and the Euro
pean Union, said party official 
Kazuyoshi Akaba. 

The Seattle round ofWTO talks 
ended in failure Friday, following 
violent protests by labor and en
vironmental activists that nearly 
turned the Washington state city 
into a combat zone. 

In a separate meeting, Goh 

Goh Chok Tong 

and Japanese Finance Minister 
Kiichi Miyazawa agreed to 
study the possibility of a free 
trade agreement between their 
two nations, according to a Fi
nance Ministry official who 
briefed reporters. 

Hong Kong chief executive 
off on a South Korean visit 

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 
- Hong Kong Chief Execu
tive Tung Chee-hwa and 
South Korean Foreign Af
fairs Minister Hong Soon
young discussed trade and 
other issues Tuesday, the 
Foreign Ministry said. 

They exchanged ideas on 
possible joint ventures in 
mainland China and ways to 
strengthen cooperation in the 
finance ·sector, the ministry 
said. 

They also shared their ex-

periences of overcoming the 
Asian economic crisis while 
Hong asked for more invest
ment and tourists from Hong 
Kong. 

Tung, leading a business 
delegation, arrived in Seoul 
on Tuesday for a two-day 
visit. 

South Korea exported$ 7 .2 
bi Ilion worth of goods to 
Hong Kong during the first 
10 months of this year while 
importing $ 600 million 
worth. 

A Santa Claus, in the person of American Wendell Schaan, gets his 
beard trimmed at Hong Kong's Festival Walk shopping mall Tuesday as 
part of Christmas celebrations promoted by the shopping center. AP 

T 
North Korea calls on 
South: Tear down wall 
BEIJING (AP) - A senior 
North Korean diplomat de
manded Tuesday that rival 
South Korea immediately de
molish a concrete 
.. unprecedentedly gigantic 
wall" that does not exist. 

If Chu Chang Jun was aware 
that the wall he painstakingly 
described is not real, the grim 
North Korean ambassador to 
China never let it show during 
an 80-minute, rare news con
ference inside North Korea's 
walled embassy compound. 

But his message illustrates the 
combative Cold War twilight 
zone North Korea surrounds it
self with, even as the secretive 
communist government tenta
tively reaches out to improve 
relations with South Korea's 
staunchest supporters. 

North Korea over the past 
week has agreed to explore 
resuming relations with Japan 
and hosted a performance by 
U.S. President Bill Clinton's 
ha! f. brother Roger and his 
rhythm-and-blues band. Al
though South Korean enter
tainers accompanied the first 
brother, North Korea kept out 
South Korean officials. 

"North Korea always needs 
an enemy because North Ko
rea is a militaristic state," said 
Shinya Kato, a North Korea 
watcher at Tokyo's North 
Korean Press. "The enemy is 
South Korea and the United 
States, sometimes, and Japan, 
sometimes." 

Divided since 1946 and 
hardened foes since the 1950-
53 Korean War, the commu
nist North and the capitalist 
South are physically separated 
by a 2.5-mile (4-kilometer) 
wide buffer zone along the 
240-kilometer ( 150-mile) bor
der that is thickly patrolled 
and studded with tank traps, 
razor wire, land mines and 
even some walls. 

Kim Jong II 

Ambassador Chu made it 
clear that the wall he railed 
against was neither a ·meta
phor for the border nor for 
North Korea and South 
Korea's relationship. 

He described the wall as 
made of reinforced concrete, 
240 kilometers (150 miles) 
long - the breadth of the 
Korean Peninsula - 5-8 
meters (16-26 feet) t.all and 
I 0-19 meters (33-62 feet) wide 
at the base and 3-7 meters (9-
23 feet) at the top. 

"It totally cuts across eight 
counties, 122 villages, three 
main rail ways, three highways 
and 220-odd small and me
dium roads," Chu said, wear
ing a pin of late North Korean 
leader Kim Il Sung above the 
pocket of his blue pinstripe 
suit and twin portraits of Kim 
and his son and successor Kim 
Jong Il on the wall behind him. 

"The South Korean authori
ties built up the 
unprecedentedly gigantic wall 
of division under the outside 
force's patronage and instiga
tion," Chu said in a dig at the 
United States. "This behavior 
is the never-to-be pardoned 
criminal act against reunifi
cation and the nation." 

Koreans, whether in the 
North, the South or overseas, 
"demand immediate disman
tling of the cursed reinforced 

concrete wall which artifi
cially bisects the nation that 
had lived in harmony genera
tion after generation," Chu 
said. 

"This is just propaganda," 
said South Korean Embassy 
spokesman Wi Keyei-chul. 
South Korea has long ac
knowledged the concrete tank 
traps built on its side of the 
border, and Wi said that all 
the barriers are for defense, 
not to hinder reunification. 

"There are concrete barri
ers" on the border, said Kato, 
the North Korean analyst. "But 
they are not so big as de
scribed." 

Although North Korea has 
denounced the South Korean 
wall in what has become an 
annual ritual, news confer
ences by the North Korean 
ambassador are rare. 
Tuesday's was the largest the 
North Koreans have held in 
recent years with about 30 re
porters and eight television 
crews invited. 

Inside the boxy, Stalinist 
building, reporters walked 
past a gallery of photos show
ing the younger Kim visiting 
factories. One display showed 
a picture of the rocket - a 
product ··of our national 
strength and wisdom" - that 
North Korea fired 16 months 
ago, renewing Japanese and 
U.S. worries about North Ko
rean attacks. 

Chu, No. 155 in the ruling 
Workers Party Central Com
mittee and ambassador to cru
cial ally China for 1 J years. 
also denied an estimate given 
last week by the South Korean 
ambassador to Beijing, Kwon 
Byong-Hyon, that tens of 
thousands of North Koreans 
have sneaked into China to 
escape four years of famine. 

"There have been no illegal 
border crossings," Chu said. 

A South Korean worker kicks the head of a riot policeman during a clash in front of the headquarters of the 
ruling party, National Congress for New Politics, in Seoul Tuesday. AP 



A mother acknowledges slippers of her missing child at a police station 
in Lahore, Pakistan Monday after the slippers were found from the 
home of the serial killer Javed Iqbal. Iqbal had confessed to the murders 
of 100 children in eastern Lahore. AP 
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COMMONWEALTH DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

Wakin's Bldg .. Gualo R.ii. Tel. 234--714Snl4616293 
S.iipan, MP 9".J950 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
December 7, 1999 

PURSUANT TO PUBLIC LAW 8-41. SECTION 11, GOVER'IOR PEDRO P. 
TENORIO AND LT. GOVERNOR JESUS R. SABLAN, THROUGH THE CDA 
BOARD OF DlRECTORS ARE HEREBY GlVING NOTICE THAT THE BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS OF THE COMMONWEALTH DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
(CDA) WILL RECONVENE lTS MEETlNG OF NOVEMBER 23. 1999 ON FRI
DAY, DECEMBER 10, 1999 AT I0:00 A.M. AT THE CDA CONFERENCE ROOM, 
WAKIN'S BUILDING, GU ALO RAJ, SAJPAN. 

AGENDA: 
I. PRELIMINARY MATTERS 

I. Roll Call 
JI. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

Ill. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
JV. REPORTS 

I. Fund's Availability Repon 
2. Chainnan's/Exeeutive Director's Rcpon 
3. Committees' Repon 
4. Manager's Repol1 

V. OLD BUSINESS 
I. Loan Guaranty Agreement 
2. FY '99 Financial Audit 
3. SBA Micro Loan Program 

VJ. NEW BUSINESS 
l. CPALoan 

VII. DCD MATfERS 
I. Loan Status 

Vil!. ADMINISTRATIVE MATfERS 
IX. OTHER MATfERS 
X. ADJOURNMENT 

All interested persons are welcome to attend and to submit writton or oral testimony 
on the above agenda items. (Note: Pursuant to Public Law 8-41, Section I 3(a)(7) and 
Section 13(c), the Board may vote to meet in executive session). 

ls/JUAN S. TENORIO 
Chairman, CDA Board of Directors 
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China slams US 
on Falun Gong 
BEIJING (AP) - Smarting 
at criticism from U.S. Presi
dent Bill Clinton, China on 
Tuesday accused the U.S. 
government of trying to beau
tify the Falun Gong spiritual 
movement that communist 
Chinese leaders have banned 
as a menacing cult. 

On Monday, in his first 
comments about China's 
crackdown on the sect, 
Clinton criticized the impris
onment and detention of Falun 
Gong members as a "troubling 
example" of the government 
acting against those "who test 
the limits of freedom." 

Without mentioning Clinton 
by name, Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokeswoman Zhang 
Qiyue retorted Tuesday that 
the U.S. government was ig
noring the dangers posed by 
the multimillion-member 
spiritual movement. 

"The U.S. government has 
adopted a double standard on 
the cult and also turned a deaf 
ear to the adverse effect and 
the damage of Falun Gong to 
the Chinese people and soci
ety and even tried to beautify 
this cult and interfere in 
China's internal affairs," she 
said at a briefing for reporters 
when asked about Clinton's 
remarks. 

Expressing China's "strong 
dissatisfaction," Zhang urged 
Washington to "stop erecting 
new hurdles to China-U.S. 
relations." Zhang also ex
pressed "strong indignation" 
over a recent U.S. government 
decision to extend a ban on 
exports of crime control and 
detection equipment to China 

for another two years because 
of continuing religious repres
sion. 

The decision followed a U.S. 
State Department report in 
September that criticized Chi
nese mistreatment of Tibetan 
monks, underground Chris
tians and Muslim Uighurs 
from western China. 

Following the report, the 
U.S. government in October 
added China to a list of coun
tries considered of "particular 
concern" because of religious 
repression and extended the 
sanctions on crime control 
equipment that have been in 
place since China's army bru
tally crushed pro-democracy 
demonstrators on Beijing's 
Tiananmen Square in 1989. 

Zhang demanded that the 
sanctions be repealed, saying 
they were imposed despite 
"solemn representations and 
strong opposition from the 
Chinese side." 

"This is a serious violation 
of the basic norms governing 
international relations and 
gross interference in China's 
internal affairs," she said. 
"The Chinese government and . 
people would like to express 
their strong indignation." 

The State Department report 
covered a period of 18 months 
until the middle of this year, 
just before China banned 
Falun Gong in July as a men
ace to society and a threat to 
Communist Party rule. 

Falun Gong blends slow
motion meditation exercises 
and ideas from Taoism, Bud
dhism and Falun Gong's U.S.
based founder, ex-government 

clerk Li Hongzhi. Practitio
ners say Falun Gong promotes 
health and good citizenship. 

The government says 1,400 
people died practising it. 
While officials say most mem
bers have since renounced the 
group, thousands of others 
converged on Beijing in re
cent months to protest the ban, 
only to be rounded up by po
lice. Hundreds if not thou
sands of others are in labor 
camps or in jail, either serv
ing sentences or awaiting trial. 

On Tuesday, a rights group 
said three Australians who on 
Saturday held up signs in 
Tiananmen Square appealing 
for an end to the crackdown 
on Falun Gong were detained 
for a day and deported. 

Dai Meiling, Yi Qin and 
Zeng Jianling were put on a 
plane to Hong Kong, the Hong 
Kong-based Information Cen
ter of Human Rights and 
Democratic Movement in 
China said. 

The trio's signs asked the 
government to withdraw its 
arrest order for Falun Gong 
founder Li Hongzhi, who lives 
in New York, "stop persecut
ing the Falun Gong masses"; 
and hold peaceful talks to re
solve problems with the group, 
the Information Center said. 

Falun Gong members from the 
United States, Canada, Japan, 
Taiwan, Singapore, Australia, 
England, France and other coun
tries plan to meet this weekend 
in Hong Kong, it said. Hong 
Kong's autonomous status has 
allowed Falun Gong members 
to continue to practice openly 
there. 

Chinese Defense Minister Chi Haotian, also vice-chairman of the Central Military Commission, meets with 
foreign students studying at the National Defense University in Beijing, China Tuesday. AP 
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White House mulls 
China-WTO plan 

WASHINGTON (AP) - On 
the heels of the world trade talks' 
collapse in Seattle, White House 
officials began working with 
lawmakers Tuesday to win con
gressional approval for China's 
accession to the World Trade 
Organization. 

The meeting during congres
sional recess underscored the 
importance the Clinton adminis
tration places on the deal that 
would open China's vast market 
to U.S. goods and services. 

It also reflected concern over 
the strength WTO critics showed 
in organizing protests around a 
meeting of trade ministers last 
week. 

"This agreement creates new 
opportunities in America while 
promoting reform in China," said 
White House spokesman Jake 
Siewert. "It is critical to get an 
early start." 

The meeting between Rep. Jim 
Kolbe, R-Ariz., and Rep. 
Norman Dicks, D-Wash., White 
House Chief of Staff John 
Podesta and other administra
tion officials focused on how to 
persuade Americans about the 
economic benefits of the China 
deal while separating it from the 
debate over the future of the 
WTO that raged in Seattle. 

The moving forces behind the 
large protests that overshadowed · 
the Seattle meeting, the labor 
movement and environmentalists, 
also oppose China joining WTO. 

One participant said White 
House officials were "concerned 
that labor and the environmen
talists and these various groups 
are going to come out of Seattle 
with momentum" and that they 
wanted lawmakers to reserve 

N .. Korea gives 
reception for · 
Roger. C.linton 

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -
U.S. President Bill Clinton's half 
brother was the guest of honor at 
a reception a day after perf orrning 
at a concert in North Korea, the 
communist country's official 
mecJ ia saicJ Tuesday. 

Ro~cr Clinton. a sin[!cr ancJ 
lxmdl;ader, ,mJ two doze'n South 
Korean pop stars arrived in North 
Korea last week and perforrned Sun
day in a conceit hall in Pyongyang, 
the North Korean capital. 

The Korean Central News 
Agency, the North's overseas 
news outlet, has reported on 
Clinton's activities on a daily ba
sis. but has not mentioned the 
southern pop stars. 

The reception Monday was 
given by the semi-official Korean 
Asia-Pacific Peace Committee, 
which sponsored the concert. It 
was attended by the committee's 
chairman, Kim Yong Sun, the 
news agency said. 

It also said that Clinton met 
Kirn Yong Nam, head of the 
North's national legislature. Kim 
Yong Nam is ranked second in 
the northern hierarchy after leader 
Kim Jong Tl. 

judgment until they had reviewed 
the deal. Meeting participants 
spoke only on condition of ano
nymity. 

Administration officials be
lieve they have a compelling case 
for the China deal, which would 
lower baniers on everything from 
agricultural products to telecom
munications goods and services. 

"This is enormously benefi
cial from an American economic 
standpoint," said another partici
pant. 

"We have to do a better job of 
articulating that." Labor leaders 
and human rights advocates have 
been critical of the deal. 

Firs~ lady Hillary Rodha"! Clinton is .surrounded by traders as she talks on a phone durinr; her visit to the 
tradmg floor of the Canadian International Bank of Commerce in New York Tuesday to participate in the firm's 
annual program to raise money for children's charities. AP · 

AFL-CIO President John 
Sweeney said the agreement 
"treats human rights as a dispos
able nuisance," and he pledged 
unions will work to defeat it next 
year in Congress. 

Proponents of the deal argue 
that requiring Beijing to accept 
WTO rules, and move toward 
more open markets and a closer 
relationship with the interna
tional community, would pro
vide a foothold for democratic 
forces in China. 

Forbes makes pitch for 
social security proposal 

In order to approve the deal, 
Congress would have to extend 
normal trade relations to China, 
which would eliminate lawmak
ers' yearly chance to debate 
Beijing's human rights record 
when a president renews its sta
tus as a trading parmer. 

Rep. Douglas Bereuter, R
Neb., looking for a way around 
that objection, would set up an 
alternative mechanism that 
would allow members of Con
gress to continue to monitor and 
take a stand on China's human 
rights records. 

SURPRISE, Ariz. (AP) - Re
publican presidential hopeful 
Steve Forbes had to dodge a 
small group of abortion rights 
protesters Tuesday before he 
could pitch his proposed Social 
Security overhaul to a group of 
receptive senior citizens. 

The group of about 15 pro
testers, some of whom carried 
signs saying "Keep abortion safe 
and legal," forced Forbes to de
lay his appearance at the Ari
zona Traditions community cen
ter. 

He also used the building's 
rear entrance to avoid them. But 
Forbes, who opposes abortion, 
explained his views on the issue 
in answering a question at the 
forum that was submitted in 
writing by one of the protesters. .------------------

Baltimore mayor Martin O'Ma/Jey speaks at his inaugural celebration 
Tuesday in front of City Hall. O'Malley is Baltimore's 47th mayor. Six 
weeks shy of his 37th birthday, the fresh-faced former city prosecutor 
won election easily last month on a platforr:n to reduce crime. AP 

"I believe that freedom in
cludes the freedom to be born. 
This is a separate being," said 
Forbes,, who began a two-day 
bus tour of the state Tuesday. 
"It is a very basic issue: When is 
that being deserving of protec
tion of the laws of the United 
States?" 

He acknowledged that many 
people disagree with his posi
tion, which he did not highlight 
during his first presidential run 
in 1996, and called for greater 
discussion of the issue. "Life is 
God-endowed, not state-en
dowed," Forbes said. 

His proposal to improve So
cial Security, meanwhile, would 
let workers to invest their pay
roll deductions in personal ac
counts . 

Those receiving Social Secu
rity or who are about to go on 
the plan would continue col
lecting those benefits. 

He also supports eliminating· 
income taxes on Social Security 

benefit payments. Some of his 
rivals for the Republican presi
dential nomination have criti
cized Forbes' plan as a threat to 
current retirees' incomes. 

But it received a warm recep
tion from the approximately 200 
Forbes supporters who greeted 
him at the community center. "I 
don't think he could be more 
correct," said Douglas 
Robinson, 66, of Sun City. 

"The money is going to run 
out. It's been a Ponzi scheme." 
"'I don't want to pass this mess 
on to our children and grand
children," he said. 

"It's just wrong." 
E.P. Brown, a 51-year-old 

banker, said he believes Forbes' 
plan would protect current re
tirees and those like himself who 
will retire in the near future. 

"I think he's compassionate 
to the needs of the older genera
tion." Brown said. ··1 believe 
this man can solve the prob
lem.·· 

Rubin supports Gore 
WASHING TON (AP) -
Former Treasury Secretary Rob
ert Rubin today was endorsing 
Al Gore ·s bid to be president. 

Rubin, who resigned from the 
Clinton-Gore administration in 
July, was to announce the en
dorsement today during a meet
ing in New York with the vice 
president and business leaders at 
New York University Law 
School. 

In the campaign against Demo
cratic rival Bill Bradley, Gore 
has argued that he is best suited 
to continue the economic pros
perity the country has enjoyed 
under the administration. 

He hoped an endorsement by 
Rubin, a prominent economic 
figure, would underscore that 
message. 

"He helped make the Ameri
can economy the envy of the 
world and I intend to keep it that 
way," Gore said in a statement. 

Rubin, who served in the 

Robert Rubin 

Clinton cabinet since 1995, pre
viously was co-chairman of 
Goldman, Sachs, & Co., an in
vestment bank. 

He recently accepted a posi
tion as a member of the Office of 
the Chainnan of Citigroup Inc. 
Rubin's endorsement comes on 
the heels last month of former 
Labor Secretacy Robert Reich's 
decision to endorse Bradley, a 
former NllW J ~rsey senator .. ·. 
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World Bank's findings: 

World's poor increasing 
WASHINGTON (AP) - An 
international plan to cut pov
erty in half by 20 I 5 is un
likely to meet its goal, the 
World Bank said Tuesday in a 
report on the aftershocks of 
the global financial crisis. 

··The picture that emerges at 
the turn of the century is one 
of s called progress for the poor 
and of rising numbers of poor 
people in most developing re
gions." the bank said. 

The assessment comes in a 
World Bank annual report that 

said developing countries are 
recovering from the worst rav
ages of the I 997-98 financial 
crisis, but that the recovery is 
"uneven and fragile." 

"While the global economy is 
clearly on the mend ... the fact is 
that many developing countries 
throughout the world remain in a 
very difficult situation," Uri 
Dadush, director of the bank's 
development prospects section, 
said at a press conferency. 

"They are doing better, but 
they are not doing well." The 

annual report - Global Eco
nomic Prospects and the De
veloping Countries - for the 
first time analyzed poverty 
levels in developing countries: 

It said the numberofpeople 
in the world living on less than 
$1 per day last year was 1.2 
billion, the same as in 1987. 

That number had been fall
ing in the mid-1990s, but "the 
global financial crisis halted 
this deciine," the report said. 

Officials stopped short of 
predicting that poverty reduc-

Beaver County Sheriff Deputy Dale Maples (left) and Utah Highway Patrol Sgt. Dave Excell (right) talk to a 
juvenile who turned himself in to authorities near Minersville, Utah Monday. The juvenile was part of a group 
of seven who allegedly assaulted two counselors Saturday and ran away. AP 

Utah authorities search for 
runaway boys in chilly desert 
CEDAR CITY, Utah (AP) -
Five of eight teen-age boys 
who fled a wilderness camp 
for troubled youths have been 
found, two days after some of 
them beat one counselor and 
tied up another. 

One had trudged 30 miles 
(48 kilometers) across the 
frosty Utah desert before sur
rendering at a hog farm. An
other turned up in Nevada, 140 
miles (225 kilometers) from 
the camp and directed authori
ties to three others hiding 15 
miles (24kilometers) from the 
Nevada state line. 

Another boy turned himself 
in Saturday after he became 
ill and was abandoned by the 
others. He was charged with 
ass au It and theft. 

Crews with bloodhounds 
and helicopters had been 
stouring southern Utah's 
rocky desert for the boys since 
they fled Saturday. The boys, 
between the ages of 14 and 16, 
had some survival gear, wool 

coats, blankets and a two-way 
radio. 

"The boys are not outfitted 
for extended periods in this 
type of weather and this type 
of terrain," said Steve 
Peterson. co-founder of 
RedCliff Ascent Inc., which 
teaches wilderness survival 
skills to troubled youth and 
runs the camp the boys were 
attending. 

Authorities first said the 
boys only had enough food to 
last one day. But Kirk Stock, 
one of the counselors who was 
attacked, said they took 
enough to last a month. 

Police said the teens beat 
Stock, 23, with sticks Satur
day, tried to break his legs and 
then bound him with duct tape. 
The boys allegedly threatened 
22-year-old counselor Sun
shine Fuller, tied her to a tree 
and fled. They escaped near 
Cedar City, 220 miles (354 
kilometers) south of Salt Lake 
City. 

The first boy who turned 
himself in Monday showed up 
at a hog farm. His condition 
wasn't disclosed, and Benson 
said he hadn't been charged 
with any crime. Authorities 
were trying to determine if he 
was directly involved in the 
alleged assaults. 

The second boy got a ride 
from a truck driver, who took 
him to Nevada and then noti
fied authorities Monday. 

Iron County Sheriff David 
"Dude" Benson said it was 
not the first time RedC!iff has 
had runaways. In previous 
cases, Red Cliff officials man
aged to capture them. 

Scott Peterson, RedC!iff co
founder, said the organization 
has had 1,500 children in 
seven years. Many are sent by 
parents or courts but had never 
before had a group overtake 
the staff, he said. 

"We teach our people the 
best we can, but it's not a 
perfect science," he said. 

tion goals will not be met, but 
suggested two growth sce
narios to show what might 
happen to the numbers of poor 
people by region. 

East Asia and the Pacific 
would be on track to meet the 
goals - but the world as a whole 
would not - in a scenario in 
which growth rates were low 
and there was an increase in 
what the World Bank calls "in
equality" or the way iri which 
money is distributed among 
people. By contrast it said, 

poverty reduction targets 
could be achieved in South 
Asia and the world as a whole 
under a scenario in which there 
was more rapid and more in
clusive growth. Sub-Saharan 
Africa and Latin America 
would remain below targets 
for anti-poverty efforts. "Ten 
years from now we may ~ell 
be looking at numbers of poor 
people which are not terribly 
different from today ... or sig
nificantly larger" in some re
gions, said Dadush. 
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President Clinton, accompanied by health care and labor representatives speaks at the White House Rose Garden, Tuesday after signing an 
executive memorandum. Clinton directed the Federal Quality lnteragency Coordination Task Force to provide recommendations within 60 days 
that will improve health care quality, prevent medical errors and enhance patient safety. AP 

Clinton targets medical errors 
WASHINGTON (AP) -
Doctors and the government 
have a moral obligation to re
port and correct medical mis
takes that kill or injure thou
sands each year, President 
Clinton said Tuesday. 

He promised new federal 
money toward accountability. 
Clinton said he doubts that 
better reporting of medical 
errors will leave doctors and 
hospitals vulnerable to more 
lawsuits. But even if he's 
wrong, he said, doctors and 
hospitals must feel free to re
veal what he called "near 
misses," or situations when 
medical professionals erred 
but did not kill the patient. 

"Once you know about a 
problem, you 're under a moral 
obligation to deal with it," 
Clinton said after announcing 
a safety program intended to 

reduce medical errors. "What
ever the consequences are, we 
have to go forward," he said. 

For starters, each of the more 
than 300 private health plans 
that sell insurance to federal 
employees will be required to 
institute quality improvement 
and patient safety initiatives, 
Clinton said during a Rose 
Garden appearance. 

He also directed federal 
agencies that administer 
health plans to evaluate and, 
when feasible, begin using the 
latest techniques to re.duce 
mistakes. That includes plans 
covering veterans, the mili
tary, the elderly, children and 
the poor. 

The plans follow last week's 
release of an independent re
port that estimated medical 
mistakes kill between 44,000 
and 98,000 A.mericans each 

year. 
The Institute of Medicine 

said it found flaws in the way 
hospitals, clinics and pharma
cies operate. While lauding 
American medicine as the fin
est in the world, Clinton said 
the report startled a lot of 
people, including him. 

He said he plans to propose 
the most money to date for 
medical accountability pro
grams in his upcoming budget 
package. 

He did not give specifics, 
but a White House statement 
said Clinton plans a "multi
million-dollar investment in 
research programs to improve 
health care quality." 

He was joined by Richard J. 
Davidson, president of the 
American Hospital Associa
tion, who said doctors and 
nurses already are making 

headway in reducing errors. 
However, Davidson said, 

"We can and we must do bet
ter.,, 

Clinton's action is part of a 
coordinated attack against 
medical mistakes. On Capi
tol Hill, Sen. Edward 
Kennedy, D-Mass., is work
ing on legislation with a simi
lar goal. 

"I believe we can have a 
strong bipartisan bill in the 
next session," Kennedy, se
nior Democrat on the Senate 
Health, Education, Labor and 
Pension Committee, told re
porters Monday. 

He said Republican sena
tors, including the 
committee's chairman. Sen. 
James Jeffords, R-Vt., and 
Sen. Bill Frist, a heart sur
geon from Tennessee, were in
terested in holding hearings. 

US drug czar wants to help addicts 
WASHINGTON (AP) -
Drug policy director Barry 
McCaffrey is pushing for the 
criminal justice system to ex
pand drug treatment opportu
nities and abandon the policy 
of simply incarcerating ad
dicts. 

About 900 state and local 
corrections officials, along 
with drug and alcohol experts 
and elected officials, have 
joined Mccaffrey at a three
day conference that began 
Tuesday. Attorney General 
Janet Reno and Health and Hu-

man Services Secretary Donna 
Shalala are to join McCaffrey 
at a town hall meeting 
Wednesday on the handling 
of drug users. McCaffrey 
hopes the conference will 
guide state and local. officials 
in integrating drug treatment 
into the criminal justice sys
tem. 

"Our dominant approach of 
primarily incarcerating drug 
offenders has been a failed 
social policy," McCaffrey 
said. 

"Our goal is to encourage 

the expansion among federal, 
state and local jurisdictions of 
alternatives to incarceration 
for nonviolent offenders." 

Instead. he advocated 
"treatment for drug-dependent 
offenders in all phases of the 
criminal justice system." 

Each year, 500,000 offend
ers are released from state 
prisons and communities, 
most untreated. Between 65 
percent and 70 percent of all 
untreated parolees with histo
ries of cocaine and heroin use 
return to drugs within three 

months of release, Justice De
partment statistics show. 

··r think the corrections sys
tem is open to these ideas as 
long as they hear it's not an 
either-or proposition,·· 
McCaffrey said. 

"They want some way to 
break this cycle,'" Some of 
the programs McCaffrey cited 
as possibilities for states to 
enact include more testing and 
treatment in prisons as well 
as more local drug courts, 
which have increased in 10 
years from one to 600. 

US House 
investigates 
the future of 

Panama Canal 
WASHINGTON, (Reuters) -
Despite President Bill Clinton's 
assurance that U.S. national secu
rity will not be compromised when 
a Hong Kong company with ties 
to China takes over port opera
tions in the Panama. Canal, Re
publicans in Congress on Tues
day began hearings to probe the 
issue. 

"We need to fully comprehend 
the heightened risks and threats 
the United States will face as a 
result of the withdrawal of our 
forces and the transfer of canal 
control," said Representative 
Spencer Bachus, an Alabama 
Republican who chairs the House 
of Representatives Banking and 
Financial Services subcommittee 
conducting the hearings. Clinton 
last week dismissed the idea that 
U.S. security would be compro
mised when Hong Kong-based 
Hutchison Whampoa Ltd. whose 
chairman Li Ka-shing has strong 
ties to Beijing, begins running the 
ports at both ends of the Panama 
Canal under a 25-year lease. That 
will start after the United States 
cedes control of the waterway to 
the Panamanian government on 
Dec. 31. 

In Hong Kong, Li denied his 
firm's operations in Panama were 
part of an attempt to control the 
canal. ··we cannot possibly con
trol the canal,·· Li told reporters. 
''We are only an operator of con
tainer ports there." 

··we are not even the largest 
operator in Panama, compared 
with some of the Americans and 
Taiwan operators. 

We are running a container port 
business which has nothing to do 
with the operation of the Panama 
Canal," Li said. 

But some congressional Repub
licans, critical of Clinton's China 
policies, remained deeply suspi
cious of Hutchison Whampoa's 
close relations with the Chinese 
communist leadership and have 
criticised as ··corrupt" the bid
ding process that resulted in the 
firm being awarded the contracts 
to operate the ports. 

Representative Dana 
Rohrabacher. a California Repub
lican. said congressional investi
gators had described Hutchison· 
c1 blue-chip company and one of 
the largest port operators in the 
world - as "a front for Beijing's 
intelligence agencies:· 

··By using Hong Kong-based 
firms with close ties to the re
gime, the thin line between the 
People's Republic of China 'sgov
emment and private companies is 
blurred,'" Rohrabacher said in tes
timony. 

··If we do nothing, within a de
cade a communist Chinese re
gime that hates democracy and 
sees America as its primary en
emy ... will dominate the tiny 
country of Panama and the 
Panama Canal. 

Clinton administration officials 
from the Treasury and State de
partments as well as the U.S. Cus
toms Service have declined invi
tations to testify before the con
gressional subpanel. 



20-MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-THURSDAY- DECEMBER 9, 1999 

Bush defends qualifications 
PHOENIX (AP)-A day after 
a debate in which his presiden
tial readiness again was ques
tioned. Texas Gov. George W. 
Bush said Tuesday he is most 
qualified to lead the country be
cause he ·s been an entrepreneur 
and runs the nation's second
largest state. ··That's what 
people have to decide in this 
campaign. 

Who's been in the position to 
make decisions?·· Bush told re
porters the momi ng after his sec
ond presidential debate. 

""The other two elected offi
cials have spent a lot of time in 
Washington:· he said, referring 
to two of his rivals. Sens. John 
McCain of Arizona and Orrin 
Hatch of Utah. ··If you listened 
very carefully, everybody was 
attacking Washington last 
night."" 

The reassertion of his creden
tials highlighted a continuing 
dynamic in the campaign among 
the six candidates for the Re
publican presidential nomina
tion. 

Although Bush, the front-run
ner, didn't make any major mis
steps in the debates, his scripted 
and sometimes vague answers 
have failed to silence questions 
about his political heft and readi
ness to lead the country. 

At the same time, his rivals 
have been unable to dislodge 
him from the front of the pack 
despite subtle and not~so-subtle 
attacks. 

They will have their final 
chance of the year next Mon
day, when the group is sched
uled to debate again in Des 
Moines. Iowa. 

Hatch raised the issue in 
Monday's debate here, saying 

Republican presidential candidates (from left), Sen Orrin Hatch of Utah, Alan Keyes; Texas Gov. George W. 
Bush and Steve Forbes joke with each other after the GOP debate in Phoenix, Monday. AP 

Bush should consider being his 
running mate because nearly 
five years as governor don't 
qualify him to be president. 

"You should have eight years 
with me and boy, you 'II make a 
heck of a president after eight 
years," Hatch said, only half in 
jest. 

McCain pounced after Bush 
failed to answer directly a ques
tion about the foreign policy of 
Dean Acheson. President 
Truman's secretary of state and 
the subject of a biography that 
Bush previously said he is read-

ing. 
After answering a question on 

another subject, McCain re
turned to Acheson and spoke 
about the secretary briefing 
Truman on North Korea invad
ing South Korea. 

A jocular McCain poked at 
Bush again Tuesday from New 
Hampshire where he was cam
paigning, telling reporters: "I 
thought(Hatch 's) line about vice 
president was one that we all 
wanted to use, but he's used it 
first." 

Publisher Steve Forbes, who 

asked Bush during the debate 
about how he would lower oil 
prices, was back on the offen-
sive Tuesday. · 

In an interview with The As
sociated Press from Arizona, 
where he launched a two-day 
bus tour, Forbes said: "What 
surprised me last night was how 
off guard hew as on energy. Here 
he has spent his entire life in the 
oil business and is from the 
nation's largest oil-producing 
state and clearly he has no en
ergy policy .... I was going to 
say, 'Open up the (strategic) oil 

reserve."' 
Bush defended his debate re

sponse, in which he sa"id he fa
vored expanded use of natural 
gas. 

He also said opening the 
nation's massive oil stockpile 
was "an option." 

· Turning the question back on 
Forbes, Bush asked: "Surely 
he's not arguing for price con
trols?" 

Bush has fueled some of the 
skepticism about him by skip
ping earlier debates and com
mitting such errors as confusing 
the names of foreign leaders and 
countries. 

He counters by noting that he 
was in the oil business and was 
managing partner of the Texas 
Rangers baseball team before 
being twice elected governor, 
most recently in 1998 with 69 
percent of vote. 

During his stump speech, 
Bush also makes veiled refer
ence to an experience his ri
vals can't match: His father, 
George Bush, the former presi
dent. 

"I've had some great train
ing," the governor said Tuesday 
in a speech to the Arizona Cham
ber of Commerce. 

Asked afterward how he 
would answer questions about 
his experience, Bush said: "I 
would say, 'Here's my creden
tials. 

I've been in the business 
world. I've been an entrepre
neur. I've been in a decision-
making position."' 

He also defended his response 
to the Acheson question with a 
bitoflevity. "Ina minute's time, 
it was hard for me to give a full 
book review," Bush said. 

Cohen condemns Russia for offensive in Qhechnya 
WASHINGTON (AP) -
Defense Secretary William 
Cohen accused Russia on 
Tuesday of killing innocent 
civilians "on a rather sub
stantial scale" in its stepped
up military offensive in 
Chechnya. 

But the administration 
stopped short of recommend
ing that U.S. assistance to 
Russia be cut to punish Mos
cow. 

'"The world community is 
increasingly becoming very 
vocal and very critical of the 
type of activity that we have 
witnessed in the past several 
weeks.'· Cohen told report
ers at the Pentagon. He re
newed an appeal to Moscow 
to scale back its campaign a 
day after President Clinton 
predicted Russia ··will pay a 
heavy price·· if it doesn't re
verse course in the breakaway 
Muslim territory. 

During an appearance in the 
Whi:e House Rose Garden. 

William Cohen 

President Clinton would not 
take questions about 
Chechnya. noting he plans a 
news conference on Wednes
day. But both Cohen and 
White House officials stressed 
that the "'heavy price" to Rus
sia would be in loss of world 
esteem, not necessarily in eco
nomic or other sanctions. 

White House spokesman Joe 
Lockhart suggested cutting off 
U.S. aid could thwart efforts 
to promote democracy and re-

duce the nuclear threat in Rus
sia. 

"I don't think this is a situ
ation where you would under
mine your own national secu
rity to make a statement," 
Lockhart said. 

Moscow has warned citi
zens of Grozny, the Chechen 
capital, to Oee by Saturday or 
be killed in a massive air and 
artillery attack. Earlier, 
Clinton met with NATO Sec
retary-General George 
Robertson. 

Robertson afterwards said 
the two share a concern "about 
getting over a strong message" 
to Russia. 

"Although we can under
stand the tensions and the 
problems facing Russia at this 
time, this is not the way to 
succeed in dealing with these 
problems," Robertson said. 
··what is happening there is 
unacceptable." 

Russian forces entered 
Chechnya in September in pur-

suit of Chechen-based Islamic 
militants whom Moscow 
blames for apartment bomb
ings in Russian cities that left 
300 people dead. More than 
200,000 Chechens have since 
fled the largely Muslim re
public, and many are living in 
refugee camps in neighboring 
republics. 

"The situation in Chechnya 
must be resolved diplomati
cally and not through military 
means," Cohen said. 

Cohen declined to say 
whether Moscow's conduct 
had ·violated Geneva conven
tions regarding protection of 
civilians during wartime, or 
whether its three-month mili
tary offensive amounted to an 
attempt at ethnic cleansing. 

'Tm not prepared to make a 
judgment on whether they've 
violated ··1e Geneva conven-
tions. ._ 

I'll leave that up to others. 
But it certainly is a policy in 
which they appear to be en-

gaged in indiscriminate kill
ing of innocent civilians and 
on a rather substantial scale," 
he said. 

Cohen spoke at a joint 
news conference with Patrick 
Lekoyta, South Africa's de
fense minister. Later, Penta
gon spokesman Kenneth Ba
con, said, "We believe that 
what began as a legitimate 
and understandable campaign 
against terrorism has turned 
into a campaign that involves 
a lot of civilian casualties, 
and this is not acceptable." 

But, in terms of U.S. assis
tance, Bacon noted that a 
major U.S.-Russian program 
is the Cooperative Threat 
Reduction program under 
which Russia has been re
ducing and making less-dan
gerous its aging nuclear ar
senal. 

"That's something that I 
think benefits all Americans 
and I dare say all Russians," 
Bacon said. 
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Last chance fails for Mars Lander 
PASADENA, California 
(AP) - NASA again failed to 
detect a signal from the Mars 
Polar Lander early Tuesday 
during what engineers called 
the "last best" opportunity to 
hear from the spacecraft. 

Any chance of ever contact
ing the$ 165 million probe is 
now remote at best, mission 
controllers conceded after 
eliminating all simple expla
nations for the lander's si
lence. It was last heard from 
Friday morning before start
ing its descent. 

Engineers believed they 
would receive a signal from 
the spacecraft Tuesday morn
ing if it had slipped into pro
tective safe mode after land
ing. Now, any scenarios that 
would explain the silence are 
much more complicated and 
less plausible, they said. 

Mars Observer. In that case, a 
four-month investigation 
whittled down 60 possible 
causes and determined that 
ruptured fuel lines were the 
most likely cause of the 
spacecraft's sudden disap
pearance just three days be
fore it was to begin circling 
the Red Planet. 

Polar Lander investigators 
will probably scour photo
graphs taken as the spacecraft 
was being built. They could 
reveal whether any critical 
parts were not to specifica
tion - a big worry in this era 
of faster and cheaper space 
exploration, said John Pike, a 
space analyst for the Wash
ington-based Federation of 
American Scientists. 

It is much more likely that 
the National Aeronautics and 
Space Ad mini strati on will 
have to investigate the second 
loss of a Mars mission in less 
than three months. But unlike 
September's Climate Orbiter 
disaster, the cause will likely 
be much more difficult - if 
not impossible. 

Mars Polar Lander scientists look at black and white images from the surface of Mars as they wait to hear 
from controllers during the latest attempt to commw1icate with the lander early Tuesday at the Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory in Pasadena, Calif. AP 

If a smoking gun is found in 
pictures or spacecraft data, the 
investigation could last only 
a few weeks. Officials will 
probably want ta have an
swers before the next Mars 
orbiter and lander are deliv
ered to the launch pad in 2001. 

The space agency has only 
scant information on the final 
moments of the spacecraft's 
attempt to land on Mars, and 
no hope of recovering any 
wreckage more than 157 mil
lion miles (253 million kilo
meters) from Earth. 

"It may be that everything 
went right and it simply landed 
in a terrible spot," said phys-

ics professor Robert Park, a 
University of Maryland expert 
on the space program. "Who 
knows if it landed on a big 
boulder and fell over?" 

"We just don't know, and 
we never will, is my guess," 
he said. 

It could be two weeks be
fore the mission is declared a 
failure, said Richard Cook, the 
spacecraft's operations man
ager at NASA's Jet Propul
sion Laboratory. 

If the mission did fail, one 
critical piece of information 
could be acquired by the pow-

erful cameras of NASA's or
biting Mars Global Surveyor, 
a satellite that is mapping the 
surface of Mars. Cook said 
NASA will look for evidence 
of the lander's parachute. The 
satellite's eyes are not strong 
enough to see the lander 

itself, he added. 
As in the aftermath of the 

Mars Climate Orbiter, NASA 
would appoint a failure review 
board of internal and outside 
experts to study every aspect 
of the mission from its devel
opment to disappearance. 

NASA quickly established 
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Baby's eyes removed to stop cancer 
IOWA CITY, Iowa (AP) -
With cancer ravaging 18-month
old Jalen Howsare, his parents 
did the only thing they could to 
try to stop the spread of the tu
mors. They let doctors remove 
his eyes. 

"The most important thing is to 
have Jalen around and healthy," 
Jalen 's father, Tom Howsare, said. 

''Ifhe doesn't have sight, we can 
deal with that. And we think he's 
strong enough to deal with that." 

The family from Solon learned 
Monday that doctors found no 
other. signs of cancer after 
Friday's operation. 

Jalen had an illness known as 
bilateral retinoblastoma. He had 
about I 00 small tumors in his 
right eye and 50 in the left. 

"It's the most severe case we've 
seen in decades here at the univer
sity," said Dr. Culver Boldt of the 
University of Iowa's University 
Hospitals in Iowa City. 

"These are very aggressive tu
mors. It can be an extremely le
thal condition." About one baby 
in 15,000has retinoblastoma, and 
about 25 percent of those children 
have it in both eyes. 

Boldt said most are diagnosed 
very early in life and less severe 

cases can be successfully treated 
with radiation or chemotherapy, 
though sight might not be saved 
ineithercase.Jalen 's tumors were 
not diagnosed until last month. 

Because the tumors were on the 
edges of Jalen's eyes rather than 
toward the middle, they were harder 
to detect until they had grown rather 
large, the doctor said. 

Doctors told the Howsares that 
Jalen's illness was too advanced 
for chemotherapy to work. 
Howsare said he and his wife, 
Kristi, decided "aftera lotof soul
searching" to have their son's eyes 
removed. 

why Mars Climate Orbiter 
vanished: Trajectory data 
showed that it hit the atmo
sphere at too low an altitude 
and burned up. By looking at 
navigation data, they discov
ered someone failed to con
vert measurements into met
ric units. 

But Polar Lander's trajec
tory and condition were ex
cellent up until communica
tion was lost - as expected 
-as the spacecraft positioned 
itself for entry. 

The scenario is similar to 
the 1993 loss of the $ 1 billion 

NASA offfcials said it is 
too soon to determine the ef
fect of the spacecraft's prob
able loss on future missions. 

But Pat Dasch, executive di
rector at the National Space 
Society, a private group in 
Washington that supports the 
space program, suggested the 
result of this "very unhappy 
situation" could be a "top-to
bottom review of systems man
agement here on planet Earth." 

"That will cause a slow
down and a shak~-up, I pre
dict," she said. 

lh spite of the tension between Cuban and United States government 
about immigration, dozens of Cubans line-up to apply for a visa at the 
United States Interests Section in Havana, Cuba Tuesday. AP 
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Pentagon pursues Vieques plan 
WASHING TON (AP) -The 
Navy and Puerto Rico need a 
··cooling off" period to resolve 
a dispute over whether bomb
ing practice should resume on 
the outlying island ofVieques. 
a Pentagon spokesman said 
Tuesday. 

··I think there's room for dia
logue here,·· said the spokes
man. Kenneth Bacon. Bacon 
said that an envoy, Rear Adm. 
Kevin Green, would be in 

Puerto Rico later this week to 
begin talks with local citizens 
and officials in an effort to 
sell them on the 
administration's plan to re
sume bombing practice next 
spring at sharply reduced lev
els and without live ammuni
tion. 

"Obviously, tempers are hot 
now and we 're hoping that 
there can be a time for cooling 
off as people review terms of 

this package," Bacon said. He 
declined to say whether the 
administration would move 
ahead if objections from 
Puerto Ricans remain as strong 
as they are now. 

"I think I won't speculate 
on what's going to happen," 
Bacon said. "I will assume that 
everybody will be able to sit 
down and agree to the pack
age that has been presented 
and we can begin working 

Isabel Guadalupe, 82, a resident of Vieques, Puerto Rico, screams anti-Navy slogans at the gates of Camp 
Garcia Naval Base Monday. Hundreds of protesters came two days after President Clinton said Navy 
bombing practice on Vieques would resume next spring at a sharply reduced level and only with dummy 
bombs. AP 

US-Cuba relations have grown 
stickier due to a boat hijacking 

HAVANA(AP)-PricklyU.S.
Cuba relations, already worsened 
by the custody dispute over a 6-
year-old boy, grew even more 
sensitive Tuesday when Cuba 
demanded the United States re
turn the crew of a fishing boat it 
says was hijacked near the is
land. 

The Foreign Ministry said the 
"'Albacora" was hijacked at 
knifepoint early Monday, with 
two crew members wounded and 
held as hostages, by assailants 
trying to reach the United States, 
the Communist daily Granma 
reported. 

Cuba alerted American au
thorities and the U.S. Coast 
Guard seized the boat off the 
Florida coast Monday night, the 
ministry said. The Coast Guard 
said eight people were aboard 
the vessel. 

.. This new act of piracy, in 
which criminal elements endan
ger the lives of Cuban workers 
while emigrating to the United 
States repeats numerous past 
acts," the ministry said. It de
manded the return of the boat 
and its crew. 

Oiba 's growing anger over U.S. 
policies that it says encourage Qi

bans to illegally emigrate to the 
United States cast a shadow over 
upcoming migration talks between 
the two nations in Havana 

The Cuban government already 
has charged that the United States' 
failure to immediately return Elian 
Gonzalez to his father in Cuba 

Fidel Castro 

violates the spirit of accords signed 
to stop an exodus of tens of thou
sands of Cubans in 1994. 

··u.s. authorities on one hand 
promise to prevent illegal immi
gration under the migration ac
cords signed with our country," 
the Foreign Ministry said Tues
day. "On the other, they promote 
it with the stupid Cuban Adjust
ment Act, which automatically 
grants residence to any Cuban 
who arrives in U.S. territory." 

This latest development, and how 
the United States responds, will 
Ii kely affect discussions at the Dec. 
13 migration talks - including 
whether they are held at all. 

Already, National Assembly 
President Ricardo Alarcon has 
indicated that the flap over Elian 
could affect the sessions. 

Cuban leader Fidel Castro has 
accused the U.S. government of 
kidnapping Elian, who was found 
Nov. 25 clinging to an inner tube 
off the coast of Florida and re-

leased to relatives in Miami. 
His mother and stepfather 

were among those killed when a 
powerboat loaded with I 4people 
sank during what U.S. authori
ties say was a case of illegal 
alien smuggling. Three people, 
including Elian, survived. 

The boy's father, who lives in 
Cuba, said Elian was taken out 
ofthecountrywithouthisknowl
edge. 

The communist government 
has promised to hold mass street 
demonstrations until the boy re
turns. Two dozen Cuban grand
mothers marched in front of the 
U.S. Interests Section in Havana 
on Tuesday. "We want Elian 
back," read a sign written in 
English. 

The State Department says 
Elian's fate should be based on 
humanitarian considerations and 
decided by aFloridacourt, which 
holds precedence in child cus
tody cases. 

The Cuban government says 
it does not trust the Florida courts 
to be impartial because of the 
state's large anti-Castro exile 
community. 

In Cuba, the boy was quickly 
being transformed into a folk 
hero. "Little Elian will get back 
his country, his family, his 
school, his schoolmates, his 
school desk," Castro promised 
classmates celebrating Elian 's 
sixth birthday in his absence 
Monday. "He is a boy hero of 
Cuba." 

under terms of that package." 
President Clinton last Fri

day extended the present 
moratorium on Navy bomb
ing until next spring. 

Then, however, his plan 
calls for a scaled-back re-

. sumption of training using 
inert bombs, with all training 
to be phased out within five 
vears. 
- Puerto Rico would get $40 
million as an incentive under 
the plan. But Puerto Rican 
Gov. Pedro Rossello has said 
it is unacceptable because it 
does not go far enough in dos
ing down the bombing range, 
which has been used by the 
Navy since the end of World 
War IL The bombing has al
ways drawn opposition from 
Puerto Rican leaders and citi
zens. 

But the controversy boiled 
over after a civilian security 
guard was killed by an errant 
bomb in April. 

Pentagon officials have said 
that Clinton's decision will 
mean the next aircraft carrier 
battle group to deploy abroad 
from the East Coast, led by 
the USS Eisenhower and the 
USS Wasp, will leave their 
home station of Norfolk, Va., 
in February in a reduced state 

Kenneth Bacon 

of combat readiness. 
The next battle group, led 

by the USS George Washing
ton, "would train toward the 
end of March, so there's some 
time to continue discussions," 
Bacon said. 

,;We're going to be sitting 
down with the Puerto Ricans, 
both government officials and 
citizens' groups over the next 
few months and talking to 
them about what the package 
means for them and what it 
means for the Navy," Bacon 
said. 

As to whether the adminis
tration might modify or try 
to sweeten the plan, Bacon 
said, "I think the package is 
as far as we can go at this 
stage." 
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Hurricane hurts island's touris·m 
PHILIPSBURG, St. Maarten 
(AP) - In time, nature will re
store the denuded palm trees and 
beaches laid waste by Hurricane 
Lenny. But on tourism-dependent 
St. Maarten, the season is ruined -
all the major hotels, damaged by 
floodwater, are out for the winter. 

And there's even worse news: 
Signaling a possible trend, the St. 
Maarten 's biggest insurance com
pany has an~unced it will no . 
longer insure against natural di
sasters because of the increasing 
frequency of hurricanes. 

"It is generally expected that 
other companies will follow suit 
or drastically increase premiums," 
The Daily Herald newspaper said. 

The announcement by the ING 
Fatum insurance company that.it 
was dropping hurricane coverage 
after the end of the year came at 
the end of a busy 1999 hurricane 
season - the first in which four 
powerful storms wielding winds 
over 130-mph hit the islands and 
the U.S. mainland-and a warning 
that the region can expect another 
decade of potentially catastrophic 
storms. Some people aren't wait
ing around. 

"Everything we O\Vll is in these 
four plastic bags," said Ted Purser 
of Houston, standing at St. 
Maarten 'sSimpsonBay, where the 
41-foot yacht he and his wife lived 
on for eight years sank in the storm. 

. ·~. 
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High-tech CEOs 
see dull New Year 
SAN JOSE, Calif. (AP)-Cisco 
Systems CEO John Chambers can 
forget the sparklers. Hewlett
Packard president Carly Fiorina 
can keep her champagne corked. 
And Microsoft president Steve 
Ballmer will be leaving his tux
edo in the closet. 

Top executives at Intel, AT&T 
and other high-tech companies 
will be ringing in the year 2000 
this New Year's Eve at their of
fices. 

"We 'II have about 20,000 em
ployees at work when midnight 
comes," said Hewlett-Packard's 
Brad Whitworth. "And I don't 
think we'll have champagne. 
There will be time to party later." 

High-tech companies have 
spent the past few years and bil
lions of dollars working to pre
vent Y2K crashes when computer 
systems roll over from 1999 to 
2000. Corporate executives say 
they are fairly confident these 
measure will prevent major prob
lems, but they are taking no 
chances. 

Whitworth said HP president 
Fiorina will be spending at least 
part of her New Year's Eve at the 
company's Y2K command cen
ter, a huge, wired conference room 
backed with generators and 
stocked with bottled water and 
emergency supplies at corporate 

headquarters in Palo Alto. 
Thousands of AT&T employ

ees - barred from leaving town 
between Dec. 15 and Jan. 15 - are 
also preparing to spend their New 
Year's Eve watching digital net
works and standing by in "SW AT 
teams" at the company's Basking 
Ridge, NJ., headquarters and 
other installations around the 
world. 

Spokesman Dave Johnson said 
that the New Year's Eve workers 
will be well-fed but that the only 
bubbly flowing will be soda. That 
is also the case at computer 
chipmaker Intel in Santa Clara, 
where staff members will be stand
ing by at a command center. 

At Dell Computer, headquar
tered in Round Rock, Texas, 
spokeswoman Adrianne 
Macpherson said staffers are also 
looking forward to "another bor
ing night at Dell." Macpherson 
said she doesn't expect CEO 
Michael Dell to be there, but he 
will definitely be available to help 
should problems arise. At Cisco 
Systems, it's not just the lowly 
workers putting in the late shift. 

CEO John Chambers himself, 
whose policy of leading by ex
ample has led him to fly coach 
class, eat cafeteria food for lunch 
and push the hot dog cart at com
pany parties, will spend his New 

Year's Eve at Cisco's San Jose 
headquarters answering customer 
calls. 

"This is a big deal that happens 
once in a lifetime, and were tak
ing it very seriously," spokesman 
John Earnhardt said. 

We're not planning to have a 
festive atmosphere." That's not 
the case at Microsoft headquar
ters in Redmond, Wash., where 
300 programmers, developers and 
managers will be standing by in 
case of trouble - and spending the 
evening partying with president 
Steve Ballmer. 

"We didn't think it would be 
good for morale to have them just 
sitting around waiting for some
thing to happen," said Don Jones, 

Microsoft's director of Y2K 
readiness. Microsoft will supply 
champagne and•dinner, a disc 
jockey and child care will be pro
vided, spouses are welcome, and 
time capsules will be given out. 

Chairman Bill Gates will be 
spending the evening with his 
family, but Ballmer and other top 
executives will be playing host -
in typically casual attire - through 
the midnight shift. Jones said party 
invitations have been a hot item. 

"We had to tum people away," 
he said. "Where would you rather 
be than Microsoft on New Year's 
Eve?" 

Models dressed-up as Santa Clauses walk on the beach in the Turkish Mediterranean city of Ania/ya. AP 

Delayed ... 
Continued from page 3 

to match the full $II-million for 
the next fiscal year, and that's 
what's disappointing because we 
will not be able to do that," said 
Benavente. 

"I think we've been working 

hard to try to spend all of the 
remaining balance," he added. 

The commonwealth's resident 
representative to Washington 
D.C., JuanN. Babauta, has earlier 
quoted the U.S. Senate Appro
priations Committee as saying 
when it held back the appropria
tions that "at the rate the CNMI is 
obligating construction grants, a 
reduction of ($.5.43 million) in 

the current year should have no 
harmful impacts on its construc
tion plans." 

"It's true that we've got all of the 
money right now. We've got severnl 
millions (of dollars) that are in the 
process of being spent My disap
pointment is that we are talking about 
$5.43 million. My feeling is that we 
should be <1ble to provide matching 
for that,'' said Benavente. 

Dr. Paul M. Horn, senior vice president of IBM research, gestures by 
a mock-up of the computer board holding IBM computer chips which 
will power a new supercomputer 500 times more powerful than the 
world's fastest computers. The computer, nicknamed "Blue Gene" by 
IBM researchers, will be two million times more powerful than today's 
desktop PC's. AP 

Germany's jobless 
picture gets better 
FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) 
- German unemployment rates 
grew slightly in November, ac
cording to data published by the 
Federal Labor Office on Tues
day . 

The jobless rate rose to l O per
cent in unadjusted terms, from 
9.9 percent ip October, the first 
period in three years that unem
ployment in Germany fell below 
10 percent. Nationwide, there 
were 3.9 million unemployed, 
45,300 fewer than a year ago, but 
I 7,400 more than last month. 

Still, Labor Office president 
Bernhard Jagoda said the jobs 
market was improving and that 
the increase in unemployment was 
much smaller than usual for the 
winter season, when unemploy
ment usually rises. 

Within 25 minutes of the re
lease, the battered euro rose to a 
two-week high of$ 1.0297 on the 

news. 
Renewed confidence in the euro 

stems in part from the.seasonally 
adjusted figures, which smooth 
out fluctuations in unemployment 
from season to season. According 
to those figures, the number of 
unemployed Germans fell by 
29,000 in November, more than 
doubling the expected decline of 
10,000. 

According to seasonally ad
justed unemployment rates pro
vided by the Deutsche 
B undesbank, that meant a nation
wide drop in the jobless rate to 
I 0.4 percent for November, from 
I 0.5 percent in October. 

.. ,.. "WANTED ... :.', > 
TRAINER of OBEDIENCE for 

GERMAN SHEPHERD 
Please Contact: 234-6900 
Sonia (1 :OOPM-11 :OOPM) 

APARTMENT FOR RENT 
Quiet Two (2) Bedrooms • Three (3) Bedrooms• Swimming Pool Tennis Court 

li~~QDJi,;tl 
235,5686 (8:30 AM lo S:Jo-PM Weekd.a ) 235-%20, m;1-1116:00 P,\f,oo 9:00 P\f, Ererida) including Sat. & lun.J 

To all MAFEAns, 

The Marianas Association of FIiipino Engineers and Architects (MAFEA) 
wishes you to share your Christmas spirit to ye>ur fellows in profession: 

What: 
When: 
Where: 

Exchange Gift Christmas Party and Cocktail Dinner 
December 11, 1999; 6:30 PM 
Diamond Hotel Ballroom 

Gift to Bring: we>rth $15.00 minimum (members only & optional) 
$20.00 Entrance: 

games and PJlzes and games and prizes and games and prizes and games 

For details, pis call 234-2775, 235-1448 (MAFEA) 
or at mafea@engineer.com 

"Support Banlay BaJa 163 Program" 
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c1a.ssified Ads Sect··on · 
Employment Wanted 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
All Interested resident workers are 

urged to register at the 
Dept. of Labor & Immigration, 

Division of Employment Services for 
the Job/s being advertised In which 

you are qualified and available. 
For further assistance, 

please call Alfred A. Pangelinan at 
Tel. 664-2078. 

02 WAITRESS-Salary: $3.05 per hour 
Contact: CITY CORPORATION dba 
CNMI Jock Restaurant Tel. 287-2878 

01 COOK HELPER-Salary:$3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: BOBBIE'SAMUSEMENTCO., 
INC. Tel. 235-2624 

02 WASHING MACHINE OPERATOR
Salary: $3.05 per hour 
01 WELDER-Salary: $3.05 per hour 
Contact: HIP SHING (SAIPAN) Tel. 
322-8989 

02 BEAUTICIAN-Salary:$3-35-3.60 per 
hour 
Contact: STANLEY C. & JUANNET G. 
TORRES dba Juanny•s Beauty Salon 
Tel. 288-7686 33604 

01 STORE (SUPERVISOR)-Sal
ary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: ARLENE CHRISTINE M. 
BUNIAG dba Red Tag Convenience 
Store Tel. 235-1944(12/9)Th33636 

03 GROUNDSKEEPER-Salary:$3.05 
per hour 
02 SECURITY GUARD-Salary:$3.05 
per hour 
01 MANAGER-Salary:$1 ,500.00-
2,500.00 per month 
08 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
08 JANITOR-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: MARIANAS HOTEL SER
VICES CO., LTD. Tel. 233-2150(12/ 
9)Th81840 

01 BARBER-Salary:$950.00 per month 
01 MANAGER-Salary:S1 ,700.00 per 
month 
Contact: HATAMATA INTERNATIONAL, 
INC. dba Dolce Hair Mode Salon Tel. 
233-2338(12/16)Th33714 

01 FISHERMAN-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: MR. BIDENCIO C. AMADO 
dba Amado's Divina Fish Mart Tel. 256-
0221 (12/16)Th33707 

02 FISHERMAN-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER-Sal
ary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: MR. ANTHONY C. AYUYU dba 
Diving Fish Mart Tel. 234-0370(12/ 
16)Th33706 

01 STORE MANAGER-Salary:$5.50 per 
hour 
Plus $200.00 housing allowance. 
Contact: AKLAS CORPORATION dba 
Miki Collection Tel. 233-0326( 12/ 
16)Th33698 

01 (SCUBA DIVING) INSTRUCTOR, 
SPORTS-Salary:$1,000.00 per month 
Contact: BIG DOG CORPORATION Tel. 
Big Dog Dive Station Saipan Tel. 322-
2363(12/16) Th33701 

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.05-4.50 
per hour 
Contact: INTERKAM CORPORATION 
Tel. lnterkam Travel Agency Tel. 235-
5554(12/16)Th33702 

01 PURCHASING CLERK-Salary:$3.05 
per hour 
01 MERCHANDISE MARKER-Sal
ary:$3.05 per hour 
01 COOK-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
Contact: C.O.L.T. INTERNATIONAL 
CORP. Tel. 233-5275(12/16)Th33703 

03 SECURITY GUARD-Salary:$3.05 
per hour 
Contact: MARDE DLC. PALACIOS dba 
Marvin's Tailoring, Janitorial and Secu
rity Services Tel. 234-2815(12/ 
9)Th33635 

01 DRESSMAKER-Salary:$3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: MELITON P. VILLAFUERTE 
dba MV Enterprises Tel. 235-0835(12/ 
9)Th33638 

01 PLUMBER-Salary:$3.05-4.70 per 
hour 
Contact: JAPAN WATER SYSTEMS 
CNMI dba JWS Saipan Tel. 322-
8602(12/9)Th33633 

01 GENERAL MANAGER-Salary:$5.00-
10. 70 per hour . 
Contact: ROSA CORPORATION dba 
Rosa One Way Mart Tel. 235-2949(12/ 
9)Th33630 

01 GRAPHIC ARTS TECHNICIAN 
(PRINTER)-Salary:$3.05-6.00 per hour 
01 REPORTER-Salary:S3.05-5.00 per 
hour 
01 EDITOR WRITER-Salary:$5.00-
11.00 per hour 
Contact: ROSA (PAULOR) CORP. dba 
Happy Days Tel.· 235-2007(12/ 
9)Th33629 

02 DELIVERY ROUTE DRIVER-Sal
ary:$3.05-3.25 per hour 
Contact: ANNABELLE LEE B. 
MAGSAYSAY dba Mican Group Intl./ 
Aquabest Tel. 235-2782(12/9)Th33627 

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.05 per 
hour 
01 ADMINISTRATIVEASSISTANT-Sal
ary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: KESY INT'L TRADING CO. 
LIMITED dba Kesy Wholesale Tel. 234-
1336(12/9)Th33626 

01 MANAGER, BEAUTY SHOP-Sal
ary:S1 ,500.00 per month 
Contact: O'OSAKO CORP. dba Beauty 
Parlor Tel. 233-3783(12/9)Th33623 

02 ELECTRONIC TECHNICIAN-Sal
ary:$4.00-5.00 per hour 
Contact: MANAGEMENT & EMPLOY
MENT CONSULTANT dba D's 
Gameroom Tel. 235-9446(12/9)Th81848 

01 (HEAD) PHOTOGRAPHER-Sal
ary:$5.00 per hour 
Contact: LIGHTNING DEV. LTD. dba 
Flametree Flash Foto Tel. 234-7353(12/ 
9)Th81847 

01 PHYSICAL THERAPIST-Sal
ary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: MEI SAN MINI MART, \NC. dba 
Friendship Clinic & Mei San Mini Mart 
Tel. 234-5518(12/9)Th33625 

01 MERCHANDIZER (SALES REP.)
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
01 CUTTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
27 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR
Salary:S3.05 per hour 
03 SEWING MACHINE SUPERVISOR
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
01 PRESSER OPERATOR MACHINE
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: EUROTEX (SPN) INC. Tel. 
234-5273(12/9)Th81831 

01 AUTO (MECHANIC)-Salary:$3.05 
per hour 
01 AUTOBODY REPAIR-Salary:$3.05 
per hour 
Contact: T&B INTERNATIONAL INC. 
dba Union Auto Repair Shop Tel. 235-
0329(12/16)Th33708 

01 (TECHNICIAN) AIRCON & TECH
NICIAN-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: PUYAT & SON'S CO. INC. Tel. 
234-5708(12/16)Th33712 

08 H.E. OPERATOR-Salary:$3.05-4.00 
per hour 
Contact: PACIFIC DRILLING LTD. Tel. 
235-8531(12/16)Th33705 

01 CARPENTER (CABINET/FURNI
TURE)-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: IGNACIA BORJA VILLALUZ 
Tel. 234-6144(12/16)Th33694 

Classified Ads 
. ~IRST 

01 ACCOUNTANT 
Duties Includes: Must be degree 
holder SSC-Accounting 
Must have profici1mcy with computer 
- especially with Peachtree Program, 
Word Perfect, Microsoft Excel and 
Microsoft Word. 
Must have tour (4) years extensive· 
experience in private school account
ing and expertise with budget prepa
ration and various office works. 
Salary: $3.05-8.41 per hour 
01 DAYCARE SUPERVISOR 
Duties Includes: Must be high school 
graduate. 
Must have 3 mos. experience. 
Salary:$3.05-3.75 per hour 
Contact: Sister Remedios ECDC Tel. 
234-6247(12/16)Th33699 

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal
ary:$4.00 per hour 
Contact: MARINE PANGELINAN/IS
LAND JANITORIAL SERVICES Tel. 
322-3722(12/16)Th33702 

01 ADMINISTRATIVEASSISTANT-Sal
ary: $6.50-12.00 per hour 
Contact: DAVID A. WISEMAN dba Ser
vices Unlimited Tel. 234-7520(12/ 
23)Th82090 

01 COOK HELPER-Salary: $3.05 per 
hour 
01 PASTRIES BAKER-Salary: $3.05 
per hour 
Contact: TRIPLE M. CORPORATION 
dba Fong's Bakery Tel. 235-1071 (12/ 
23)Th33805 

01 COSMETOLOGIST-Salary: $3.05 
per hour 
01 MASSEUR/MASSEUSE-Salary: 
$3.05 per hour 
Contact: MIRAGE CORPORATION Tel. 
233-4137(12/23)Th33804 

01 SALES PERSON-Salary: S3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: LAN'S ENTERPRISES, INC. 
dba Designer's Club Tel. 233-1881 (12/ 
23)Th33799 

03 RENTAL CAR CLERK-Salary: $3.05 
per hour 
Contact: MARIANAS RENTAL CORPO
RATION Tel. 234-8338(12/23)Th33798 

01 WAITRESS-Salary: $3.05 per hour 
02 WAITER-Salary: $3.05 per hour 
Contact: EASTERN HOPE CORPORA· 
TION dba Keeraku & Rakuen Rest. Tel. 
233-4242(12/23)Th33796 

01 SALESPERSON-Salary: $3.05 per 
hour 
01 MARKET MANAGER-Salary: S3.05 
per hour 
01 STORE MANAGER-Salary: 
$2,000.00 per month 
Contact: EVER TRUST CORPORA
TION dba 123 Discount Store Tel. 233-
4242(12/23)Th33795 

01 PROJECT MANAGER-Salary: 
$5.25-6.00 pe rhour 
Contact: AMERICANA CONSTRUC
TION CORP. Tel. 288-7823(12/ 
23)Th82095 

01 supervisor (store)-SALARY: $800.00 
per month plus $100.00 housing allow
ance/mo. 
Contact: KUR\ ENTERPRISES dba Pier 
Wave Shop Tel. 233-5871 (12/ 
23)Th33807 

Name: ZHANG YINCZI 
Passport No.: 140376338 
Nationality: Chinese 
If found, please call at 288-TI44 

FIVE (5) BEDROOMS, 
TWO BATHROOMS WITH 

GARAGEAND 
FOUR (4) BEDROOMS, 

TWO BATHROOMS WITH 
GARAGE, LARGE YARD CLOSE 

TO THE OCEAN AT LOWER ASTEO 
ARE AVAILABLE FOR RENT. 

PLEASE LEAVE YOUR NAME AND 
TELEPHONE NUMBER AT 
TELEPHONE NO. 235-1839 

· · ·· · ; DEADLINE: ~2:00 noon the day prior to publication 
' .... , ........................... ,.................. ..... . ........ _ ... , .. , .. 

, NOTE: 1f some r~~ y~ur adverfuem~nt ~ Incorrect, call us 
immediately to make the necessary corrections. The Mananas Vartety 
News and Views Is responsible only for one incorrect Insertion. We 
reserve the right to edit. refuse, reject or cancel any ad at any time. 

1997 MVP MAZDA VAN excellent condition • $14,000 or best offer 

COMPUTER HARD DRIVE: 2 years old, Micron Mmennia Lxe pentium 
windows 95, floppy discs and hard drive 

HEWLEIT PACKARD PRINTER (Deskjet s20 cse Pro) 

AKC GERMAN SHEPARD from HAWAII 3 years old guard 
and obedience trained great family pe~ gentle with kids can live indoors or outdoors 

CALL: 233-1377 

FOR SALE 
40ft Dry Container 

Good Condition 
Please contact: Kenny at 234-7243 

LOST PASSPORT . 
Name Korean I.D. 
Jegal Soon Soo 640909-1655316 
Han Soon Hee 69020!!-2079916 
Jegal Min 950119 
Jegal Song 960918 
Lost at parking lot inlront ol Islander Hotel 
If found please call 233-6660 

• 

One (1) Bedroom $300.00 
Fully Furnished . 

located at Kobleryille 
Tel. No. 288-9430 (Evening) 

FOR.RENT . 
(2) Bedroom, (1) Booroom iw,irtment 

fu"1 Fum~hed, Laundry Room, Securly Gate w/ 
Intercom, 24 his. hot waler, H~h quafrty and cheap 

price. localed in KobllllVille. 
Modem iw,irtmenl 

Con\act person: Mr. Wu 2as.s484 or page 234-4228 

W·A NT ED 
TWO (2) CHINESE COOK 

Meng Yang Restaurant 
Phone #233-2478 

D1flQ 
INTERNATIONAL 

DLSrnlBUTOR> 

· W A N· T E D 
An international wholesale distribution company is looking for a talented and 

responsible applicant for a senior company position as: 

SALES EXECUTIVE 
Previous sales or related experience preferred 
Previous experience in wholesale or similar industry an advantage 
Professional image and attitude necessary. Able to negotiate at all levels 
Computer literate with experience in spreadsheets and word processing 
Excellent salary and conditions apply, commensurate with experience 
Motivated, reliable, self starters need only apply! 

Please apply in person at Chalan Kiya Industrial Center #4 or Phone 235-2706. Fax 235-2711 

The successful candidate only will be required to provide a health certificate and police and 
traffic clearances. 

LOCAL HIRE ONLY 

Northern Marianas College 
Vacancy Announcement #99-063 

POSITION TITLE: 
Pay Level & Step: 

Annual Salary: 
Location: 

Japanese Language In~tructor 
32/01 - 35/08 Depending on Qualifications 
$25,962.63-$39,930.6 I 
As Tcrlaje Campus 

Opening Date: 12/06/99: Closing Date: 12/20199 

How to Apply: 
Employment Application forms are available at the Human Resources Office of the 
College. To be submitted to the HR Office together with official school transcripts, 
diploma or certificates, and police clearance no later than the closing date of the An
nouncement. 

THE COLLEGE IS AN EQUAL 0PPORTUNffY EMPLOYER 

BIG SALE 

KIMUHI 
(1) 33LBS/Drum/$30.00 (2) 16.7 LBS/Drum/$17.00 

Hailan Market 
Free delivery over two drums 

Middle Road Chalan Laulau. Tel. 234-5958, 234-2978 

' ,. 
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EEK & MEEK® by Howie Schneider 

PEANUTS® by Charles M. Schulz 

Born today, you seem to have 
a rather mysterious personal
ity. The fact is that you are 
more secretive than oppres
sive, and more jovial than you 
tend to let on - even to those 
who know you best. Highly 
intelligent and always eager 
to ponder things that you do 
not readily understand, you 
can be quite pensive at times. 
However, you are just as ea
ger to speak about what con
cerns you when the time comes 
as you are to think about it! 
Sociable and always ready 
with a kind word for someone 
near you, your company is 
more often desired than you 
might think. 

Your understanding of the 
past will inform your behav
ior in the future. You are never 
one to forget just where you've 
been, even as you strive to end 
up somewhere new and dif
ferent in the time to come. 
You are a whole, unified indi
vidual, and even your weak
nesses work in tandem with 
your strengths. 

Also born on this date are: 
Joni Mitchell, singer, 
songwriter; Joan Sutherland, 
singer-; Billy Graham, evan
gelist; Albert Campus, author, 
playwright, philosopher. 

To see what is in store for 
you tomorrow, find your birth-

day and read the correspond
ing paragraph. Let your birth
day star be your daily guide. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 

21) - Questions of compat
ibility are unnecessary today. 
Do what you can to get along 
with anyone, whether or not 
they are a perfect match. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) - You mustn't let 
yourself enJoy too much free
dom today. Don't forget: it's 
the rules that keep you safely 
in check at this time. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
J an. 19) - You may not have 
as many choices available to 
you today as you had hoped. 
It's time to change your plans 
dramatically and confidently. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18) - You should. be able to 
arrange something lasting with 
a Gemini or Scorpio native 
today, but a Capricorn native 
may remain a skeptic. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20) - You'll know who and 
what your favorites are today, 
and you 're not likely to be 
easily persuaded otherwise. 
Take the initiative at this time. 

ARIES (March 21-April 
19) - A conservative ap
proach may seem unappeal
ing to you today, but in the 
end you 'II realize the value of 

J 
~ 

"playing it safe" - at least 
for now. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 
20) - Fulfillment depends 
upon your willingness to take 
a risk today. Play it safe, and 
you' II only be so content with 
the way things really are. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
- Keep your head together 
today, and invite a friend or 
loved orie to be a part of some
thing that seems urgent or 
risky. Success can be yours. 

CANCER (June 21-July 
22) - Timing is everything 
today, and you don't want to 
wait too long before trying 
something new. A little ex
citement goes a long way dur
ing the evening. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -
You have nothing to fear to
day from anything standing in 
your path. You can overcome 
any obstacle you choose, or 
you can simply go around. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
- You may hear things that 
don't make sense today, and 
it's time for you to go after the 
truth on your own. Don't settle 
for hearsay explanations. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 22) 
- Your passionate approach 
may not be called for today, 
and you may have to step aside 
if you 're not willing to calm 
down and be more rational. 

TIRED OF A GUY PICKING YOUR POCKET? PICK A NEW ONE WITH A CLASSIFIED AD! 
.~ •:·:1_,:,::· .. ·.·.·:.:1.,.1'.:' 1:·.:1.!1.'_.._ .. _1 

II CROSSWORD PUZZLER Ii 
ACROSS 38 Singer 

Adams 
1 Grant's- 40 Cole-
5 Large bird 41 D-G linkup 
8 Sealed with 43 Reiner ID 
a- 44 Hammer 

12 Actor Sharif head part 
13 -Vegas 45 Negative 
14 Garfield's pal prefix 
15 - Grande 47 Horse's 
16 Anteroom mouthpiece 
18 Fall mo. 49 Ivy Leaguer 
19 Simon ID 51 Sci-Ii film 
20 "Woe is me'" prop 
21 Lisa Marie's 52 Word with 

dad (inits.) jeans or 
23 ID for singer ribbon 

Hayes 54 Chili-
24 Egypt's came 

Anwar- 55 Cancer 
26 Steel, copper constellation 

or silver 56 Long story 
28-light 57 Female 

(flame) sheep 
29 "-Bless 58 Very small 

America" creature 
30 Amer. 

soldiers DOWN 
32 Shows 

disapproval 1 Ripped 
33 Article 2 Oversight 
34 Ginger- 3 -Tse-tung 
35 Yearly (abbr.) 4 Reynolds ID 
36 Mr. Onassis 5 Feeling of 
37 A Davis malicious 

ltidSp~TM 

Opposite 
of 

first 

Answer to Previous Puzzle --- GA PS p I SA N T H 
LO TS 'A 1=i 'E I DI E 
UT AH 'p A c:: B I L E 
MA RI NE 'i AS TE D 

E E R 0 RO 
SURR EY R INSES 
IKE 0 LE 
LE AS ED w ADD/LEI 

C 00 I VE 
MODEST SAUCES 
ER IN EJ:!H co NE 
E L EE A~J;. EM I L 
TE ss tLQ.Q SA DA 

1-6 © 1998 United Feature Syndicate 

satisfaction 
6 Negative 

votes 
7 Utilize 
8 Boxing 

outcome 
(abbr.) 

9 Altar words 
10 Southern 

Italian 
11 Adam's son 
16 Lying at lull 

length 
17 Walter-

Army Hospital 
20 Troubles 
22 Liquid meas. 
25 Isolated 
26 A Stooge 
27 Nixon's Vice 

President 
28 Law

enforcement 
abbr. 

29 Alphabet trio 
31 Health resort 
33 Three, in 

Milan 
34 A Young 
36 Breezy 
37 -club 
39 Washington, 

40 Net 
41 Recedes 
42 Sneaker 

brand name 
44 Turn up land 

with a farm 
implement 

45 ·--first 
you don't 
succeed ... " 

46 Dressing 
gown 

48 Yank 
50 King topper 
51 Mr. Geller 
53 Apiece (abbr.) 
55 Metric meas. 

by Dick Rogers 

~ 
J-\ 0 

.,ti . ',/ 

S+S= 
~ 

'Nv'l/lJ ·g '1SV1 ·g '81d ·i, 'l::13811 ·c: 'S3l88n8 . ~ '.NMOO 
·N:i1 ·o~ s113s ·5 'V'Jl:::lv' ·L '31E>ns ·s 'Nl>tdl/lJnd '£ :ssol:lov' 

t}Jarianas ~rietYc;~ 
"1/,joa e(wf, qet 'k/kd 1/,jou 'Want" 
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Umpire's union: Fil-Taga's. . . 

Owners breaking law Continued from page 28 

60 players are expected to join. 
First come, first to play. Players 
who would like to play, there are 
still open. NEW YORK (AP) - Umpires 

still aligned with ousted leader 
Richie Phillips filed objections 
Tuesday to last week's union elec
tion, accusing baseball owne,s of 
illegally helping the new labor 
group gain power. 

The Major League Ump ires As
sociation, headed by Phillips for 
the past 21 years, said owners and 
the new union had secretly agreed 
to a new labor contract. 

Until the new union is certified 
by the NLRB, it can't negotiate 
with owners for a labor contract 
to replace the one that expires 
Dec. 31. Phillips' union also ac
cused owners of threatening um
pires unless they voted for the 

new union and of providing help 
to the new group. 

His union, supported by most 
National League umpires, has 
until Dec. 14 to submit its evi
dence to the National Labor Rela
tions Board. 

"After we see the evidence, 
we'll decide whether to set it for a 
hearing or decide it administra
tively," said Daniel Silverman, 
the NLRB's New York regional 
director. · 

Phillips was dumped in a 57-
35 vote, with one ballot disquali
fied because an umpire signed his 
ballot. 

The new union, called the Ma
jor League Umpires Independent 

Organizing Committee, is sup
ported by most American League 
umpires and some from the NL. 

A two-page letter sent to 
Silverman by Stephen Holroyd, a 
lawyer for MLUA, said the new 
union "had already been bargain
ing with the employer" and said it 
"advised employees of what it de
scribed as an already agreed-upon 
collective bargaining agreement." 

Management lawyer Frank 
Coonelly said: "There's abso
lutely no merit to any of the 
charges the association has made 
against the leagues. 

There were no negotiations." 
Phillips and MLUA lawyer Pat 
Campbell did not respond to tele-

. ··-··. ::·;::-:-:"::·:::::::·:::::::··::·:_.:.:·:::.::::_.·:.::::::.::::· .. :::::.:::::.::::-:,; .. - ... ,·, .. ·.............. ·:,::::-:::::::,:::;:_:::-:_:-:_:::::::;:,::;:-;.:-:-:-:-::-:: 

.NEWYORK·.···.··.····.·1n·art·()c1d•n· ·.thi~.~m~W; < .... <····· </ ·••· it W8tif / ... 

~ki~~;~tri!~i1J1iY··}jdi!tttr lltl1ttllii~_, 
In th~ir.first meeting·.sin<:~ .•.• \\lt'~nts t() ~p itf~at;§\fi~ti./ij~t)i iiri <fotden• State last rri<>ilth;\ 

Sprewell's choking attacktwo ·•·ht's.tunperrn<J\opJigaf.io11/:· ~¢!~eillyS~~~j$.~ti~eWx;$f~;i 
years/ago,.Sprewe11 snubbed Sprewell;•forhis P~Jt,.saidlio/\ • wl'ieI'ehehasl:)(!CQrneone.ofthe. 
Carlesimo 'sattempt at a pub- handshake woulclbe!orthcom~ .· . rtio§t popiil'.11" ~l~y¢t§/ .( 
Ii ch and shake 21/:? weelcsagp. ing;•}•.··•·><··.•··.· ········•·• .. ·.···i>······ ?•· ••.•. · •.• •·•·•••••·•/·<••· •... iSpf~'1'.9t1.J~?:&.e# ;~~y.e~I~;; 

The .• •. teari1s plhyed·.·.•ag:tfo ''.If ifsQI!the c9u~t~ntliDs ...... ll~ipganarr1yofjujn~t"1;.anp > 
Tuesday.night, andtheGoldeb ·· staged forthemedia,itwolildn'.t · drives to score 1(5ppintsint}ie/ 
State•.coach .said there would be as meaningful or genuine as\ .. ··fi~i9pisErrtirm8f~W~h~/ 
be. no need for a handshake doing somdhi11gfo private>· · ··· tatlin theehtire first rpeeting. 

Cowboys ... 
Continued from page 28 

las' points in a 13-6 loss to New 
England. He made field goals of 
20 and 34yards, but missed from 
43. 

Harper, a star on Dallas' Super 
Bowl teams in 1992 and '93, was 
pulled out of retirement follow
ing a neck injury to Michael Irvin 
and he joined the active roster a 
week later when rookie Wane 

Stayman ... 
Continued from page 1 

October and with FSM in No
vember, with the next rounds 
planned for early next year. 

Since Palau is not party to the 
current negotiations, Nakamura 
has written Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright asking to have 
observer status in the talks. 

Although the views of all par
ties are welcome, the special ne
gotiator noted, it was determined 
that it would be appropriate only 
for bilateral negotiations to take 
place- between the U.S. and the 
FSM or the U.S. and the Marshalls. 

"And my being here to meet 
with the President," S tayman said 
during an interview at Hawaii's 
East-West Center, "is just a fur
thereffort to demonstrate our will
ingness to hear Palau's views." 

A major issue is immigration. 
The current Compacts permit vir
tually unrestricted immigration by 
Freely Associated States (FAS) 
Micronesians to the U.S. and its 
territories. 

While U.S. immigration law 

McGarity was injured. 
But Harper never got com

pletely in shape and suffered an 
injury himself. He was active for 
just two of eight games and did 
not catch a pass. 

Coryatt originally signed with 
Dallas thinking he recovered 
from various injuries that de
railed his career in Indianapo
lis, where he was the No. 2 over
all pick in the 1992 draft. The 
Colts released him during train
ing camp last year and he sat out 

prohibits entry to som.e people, 
such as those with criminal records 
and certain diseases, identifying 
Micronesians in these categories 
is almost impossible, since pass
ports and visas are not required to 
enter the United States. 

As part of the Compact delega
tions, "I've put the governments 
on notice that the U.S. will be 
coming up with a mechanism to 
start enforcing the law. 

"Right now Micronesians are 
not even asked for a secure docu
ment, which is something that 
can't be easily forged or produced 
by fraud or bought improperly." 

Another issue which is of spe
cial interest to Palau, the special 
negotiator said, is "what we call 
work authorization. All three gov
ernments have complained that 
when their citizens migrate to the 
United States they're required to 
get from INS (the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service) a card 
known as the EAD or Employ
mentAuthorization Document." 

Because INS is issuing these 
nationwide, it may take several 
months to obtain the work docu
ment, delaying the 
Micronesians' ability to obtain 

the 1998 season. 
The aches and pains in his 

shoulder and Achilles' tendon 
returned after several training 
camp practices and he decided 
he'd rather not play than be at 
less than full strength. Coryatt, 
who could see action as soon as 
Sunday against Philadelphia, 
will receive a pro-rated share of 
his previous three-year contract. 

That includes part of a sign
ing bonus that he had returned 
after walking away. 

work. 
"And that's a hardship," 

Stayman said, "because they 
can't make an income." 

This is a matter all three Freely 
Associated State governments 
want resolved. 

Stayman said the next Com
pact discussions with the 
Marshall Islands will take place 
as soon as a new government is 
in place in January. The current 
chief negotiator, Foreign Min
ister Phillip Muller, lost his 
Nitijela (parliament) seat in na
tional elections last month. As a 
result, he is not likely to remain 
the Marshalls' Compact repre
sentative. 

Formal round two FSM nego
tiations are planned for either Feb
ruary or March. 

The purpose of U.S. assistance 
under the Compacts "is to assist 
the Freely Associated States in 
their efforts at advancing eco
nomic self sufficiency," Stay man 
emphasized. 

"In order to do that, we have to 
know what their strategy is." 

That is what Stayman expects 
to learn more about in the next 
negotiating sessions. 

phone messages. 
Ron Shapiro, an adviser to the 

insurgent union,· said his side 
would answer the charges if asked 
to do so by Silverman. 

Grizzlies ... 
Continued from page 28 

Sprewell scored all 21 of his points 
in the first half as the Knicks 
handed Golden State its I 0th 
straight loss. 

It was the second meeting of 
the season between Sprewell and 
Warriors coach P.J. Carlesimo, 
who was once choked by 
Sprewell. 

John Starks, who played eight 
years in New York before getting 
traded to Golden State as part of 
the Sprewell deal on Jan. 21, 
scored only seven points on 3-
for- I 2 shooting. 

Pistons 116, Bucks 112 
Grant Hill scored 31 points and 

Detroit overcame a 16-point half
time deficit with a 70-point sec
ond half at Milwaukee. 

Hill, averaging 32.5 points in 
his last four games, added 12 as
sists as the Pistons won for only 
the second time in their last six 
games. 

Jerry Stackhouse added 26 
points for the Pistons. Glenn 
Robinson, who signed a one-year, 
$ I 2 million contract extension on 
Monday, had 30 points for the 
Bucks. 

Pacers 83, Spurs 77 
Reggie Miller scored 23 points 

as Indiana handed San Antonio 
its third straight loss. 

The Pacers won their fourth 
straight despite shooting only 
36 percent from the field and 
going eight minutes without a 

Speaker ... 
Continued from page 1 

The law has a clause allowing 
elected officials the option to 
waive salary and instead receive 
retirement benefits. 

Benavente said the law is not at 
all self-serving, contrary to what 
some quarters are claiming, be
cause, he further explained, what 
the government saves is payroll 
money, which then goes to the 
scholarship program. 

The government, however, 
stands to keep a mere $3,200 of 
what remains from Teregeyo's 
salary for her remaining days at 
the Legislature. 

She stands to receive financial 
benefits covering 34 years of gov
ernment service. 

"Individual elected people who 
arc set to retire have already con-

For more information call Ri
chard Heidemann at 288-3939, 
Mike Cruz at 287-7070 and Paul 
Cielo at 287-6789. 

field goal in the second half. 
Tim Duncan had 3·0 points 

and 12 rebounds for the visiting 
Spurs. 

Suns 110, Magic 107 
At Phoenix, Jason Kidd scored 

17 of his season-high 29 points 
in the final 7:02. 

Kidd also had I I assists, in
cluding one to Oliver Miller for 
a dunk that gave the Suns the 
lead for good, 103-101, with 
1 :27 left. 

Penny Hardaway of the Suns 
did not play against his old team, 
sitting out his second consecu
tive game with a sore right foot. 
Darrell Armstrong led Orlando 
with 16 points. 

Heat 86, Trail Blazers 76 
Alonzo Mourning scored 17 

points and J amal.Mashbum added 
16 as Miami won at Portland. 

The Trail Blazers led 25-24 af
ter the first period, but shot only 
35 percent the rest of the game. 

Greg Anthony, starting for in
jured Portland guard Damon 
Stoudamire, scored 19 points, but 
shot just 5-of-14 from the field. 

Lakers 91, Wizards 80 
At Los Angeles, Shaquille 

O'Neal had 30 points and 16 re
bounds as the Lakers won their 
seventh straight. 

The Lakers took over first place 
in the Pacific Division, moving a 
half-game in front of Portland. 

Kobe Bryant, playing his fourth 
game since returning from a bro
ken right hand, scored 2 I points 
for the Lakers. Mitch Richmond 
scored 23 points for the Wizards, 
who have lost five in a row. 

tributed that money to the Retire
ment Fund. And if they are eli
gible, they should be able to take 
that money. I don't think it is a 
problem right now, no," said 
Benavente. 

Teregeyo has said she chose to 
file for early retirement because 
the year's payroll is about to close 
"and I want to get the opportu
nity." 

"I would receive more. I would 
receive my pension and evet)'
thing I have earned in 1999. I 
want everything I have earned in 
I 999 be credited for my pension," 
she said. 

Prices. . . 
Continued from page 1 

CDA explained that price 
movements of these items are 
monitored quarterly to come up 
with the CPI. 

Tourist. • • Continued from page 1 

ued applying CPR. A responding police officer also assisted CPR 
before the victim was transported to the Commonwealth Health Cen
ter. 

But by 3:28 p.m. Ishida was pronounced dead reportedly due to a lot 
of salt water in his lungs. 
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Mother recalls boxer's life 
NEW YORK - Surrounded by 
the tools of boxing - heavy bags 
and speed equipment- the mother 
of Stephan Johnson recalled how 
she begged her son to quit the 
sport that would eventually take 
his life. 

"I am heartbroken," Ira 
Johnson, the fighter's mother, said 
Tuesday. "I am devastated. He 
was my life." She sat with family 
in a semicircle in a ring at 
Gleason's Gym in Brooklyn, 
where Johnson trained. 

The 31-year-old boxer col
lapsed during a fight in Atlantic 
City, N.J., on Nov. 20 and died 
Sunday. Johnson's mother said 
she had asked her son to leave 
boxing, but he loved the sport too 
much for that. "Stephan had a 
passion for boxing," she said. 

"He really loved boxing from 
the time he was a little kid, 5 years 
old - loved it with all his heart. 

"Whenever I talked to him about 
stopping, he said, 'Stop asking 
me to quit. I've never been in jail. 
I've never done drugs. 

Let me pursue my passion."' 
There was some question about 
why Johnson was in the ring in 
the first place. 

On April I 4, he was knocked 
out by Fritz Vanderpool in a fight 
in Toronto and placed on medical 

suspension in Canada. He then 
was licensed following a physical 
exam in South Carolina and won 
a fight in Greenville, S.C., in 
August. 

That set him up for a shot at 
USBA junior middleweight title 
in a bout against Paul Vaden on 
the undercard of an HBO show. 

The purse was $10,000. 
Johnson seemed to be winning 
when he suddenly staggered back 
in the 10th round, took some 
punches and went down. 

Fifteen days later, he was dead. 
Elvis Phillips, whooncemanaged 
Johnson and now manages Vaden, 
recalled visiting his ex-fighter 
when he trained in Gleason's for 
the title fight. "He told me, 'You 
know, you all are in trouble,"' the 
manager said. 

"He was right. We were." 
Johnson's mother thought the 
tragedy could have been pre
vented. 

"In the ring, when a fighter is in 
trouble, there should be qualified 
people to step in," she said. "If the 
referee and the people in his cor
ner had stepped in at the appropri
ate time, when he stepped back, 
he'd be alive today." 

Phillips presented Johnson's 
mother with the USBA belt. Al
though he had not completed the 

Ira Johnson (left) comforts her daughter Nicole during a news confer
ence at Gleason's gym in Brooklyn, New York Tuesday. Ira's son, boxer 
Stephan Johnson, died Sunday, 15 days after he suffered a brain injury 
during a match in Atlantic City. AP 

post-knockout tests in Canada, 
Johnson underwent physicals be
fore the South Carolina and New 
Jersey fights and was proclaimed 
fit to fight. He also told friends 
and advisers he felt fine. 

However, he was still sus
pended in Canada because of the 
April knockout. But because he 
wasn't fighting there, it'was not 
an issue. 

"My understanding was he 
could have undergone 100 tests 
and not turned up anything," said 
Mercer Cook, a family spokes
man. "We want to be positive. He 
loved boxing. We're not mad at 
anybody. We want to celebrate 
Stephan's life. 

He was one of the most positive 
people I ever met. "The key is he 
had his dream. Weaskedhimifhe 
felt ready for this fight and he said 
yes . 

We were not the ones to tell 
Stephan not to do it. "A lot of 
people live along time. Theynever 
have a drink, never have a goal, 
never have a passion. 

Stephan had all that. Don't be
little what his passion was." 

An hour after Johnson's family 
left Gleason's, the gym was alive. 
Fighters were shadow boxing and 
jumping rope -pursuingtheirown 
passions. 

Tigers GM visits Gonzalez in P. Rico 
VEGA BAJ A, Puerto Rico (AP) 
- The Tigers already have began 
their bid to keep Juan Gonzalez in 
Detroit. 

and that's how we're going to 
treat him." 

tions of making it to the World 
Series," Gonzalez said. 

Dayne is awarded AP 
College Player ofYear 

General manager Randy Smith 
brought a Tigers uniform to 
Gonalzez's home Tuesday and 
began the process of convincing 
him to stay in Detroit beyond next 
season. 

"We'll do everything possible 
to sign Juan, a player who de
serves what he's worth," Smith 
said. "He would be our star player 

Gonzalez, the two-time AL 
MVP who was traded from Texas 
to Detroit last month, is a free 
agent after next season. 

Gonzalez said he made no 
promises to sign with the Tigers 
because he had a year left on his 
contract with the Rangers. 

"I hope to contribute my tal
ent and support every day on 
the field to the team, which al
though young has great aspira-

Smith and Gonzalez met at a 
restaurant in the player's home
town of Vega Baja, about 40 
miles ( 64 kilometers) west of San 
Juan. Smith brought Gonzalez 
his No. 19 Tigers uniform. 

Tigers officials have not said 
how much they are offering 
Gonzalez. They exercised the 
$7 .5 million option on the last 
year of his contract with the 
Rangers. 

New York Knicks' Latre/1 Sprewell waits for the game to resume after a time out as Golden State Warriors 
coach P.J. Car/isimo walks behind during their game at Madison Square Garden in New York. AP 

NEW YORK (AP) - Ron 
Dayne had his reasons for stay
ing at Wisconsin instead of run
ning off early to the NFL. 

He wanted to spend another 
year with his 2-year-old daugh
ter, Jada, and his girlfriend, Alia 
Lester. He wanted to earn a de
gree in Afro-American studies. 
And he wanted to break the 
NCAA major college career 
rushing record. 

One thousand eight hundred 
thirty-four yards later - and 
much closer to a diploma -
Dayne accomplished everything 
he set out to do in his senior 
season. 

On Tuesday, he won The As
sociated Press' College Playerof 
the Year Award in balloting by 
AP mcmbcrnewspapers, TV and 
radio stations. 

Dayne received 43 of the 82 
votes in the AP balloting. He beat 
Virginia Tech redshirt freshman 
quarterback Michael Vick, who 
had 14 votes. Purdue quarterback 
Drew Brees was third with six 
votes. 

"Although my name is on the 
award, I share it with my linemen 
and fullback - they do all the 
hard work and I just run," Dayne, 
ofBerlin,New Jersey.said. "Win
ning this playerof the year award 
is nice because it is picked by the 
people who watch the game 
closely." 

Recently, Dayne won player 
of the yearawards from the Walter 
CampFoundationandl11eSport
ing News. He is the favorite to 
win the Heisman Trophy on Sat-

urday night. 
Dayne broke Ricky Williams' 

I-year-old Division I rushing 
record in his final game at Camp 
Randall Stadium. The Badgers' 
5-foot- l 0, 254-pound tailback 
ran for216yards ina41-3 rout of 
Iowa last month to boost his ca
reer total to 6,397 yards, break
ing Williams' mark of 6,279 
yards. 

Dayne led No. 4 Wisconsin 
(9-2) to its first outright Big Ten 
Conference title since 1962 and 
a second straight trip to the Rose 
Bowl. He cruTied 303 times for 
1,834 yru·ds - a 6. I-yard aver
age - and scored 19 touch
downs. 

1l1is season he nmked second 
in mshing at 166. 7 y:ffds a game. 
He was fourth in scoring (I 0.4 
points) and ninth in all-purpose 
yardage (167 .6). He also ran for 
200 or more yards four times. 

The numbers are even more 
impressive considering he sat out 
the second halves of blowout 
wins over Murray State, Ball 
State and Indiana. In an easy 
victo1)' over Michigan State, 
Dayne rru1 for214 yards but car
ried only once in the fourth quar
ter. The Spartans came into the 
game with the No. I rushing 
defense. 
· "This award is a great tribute 

for Ron, the ultimate team player, 
to realize this individual acclaim 
as the nation's top player," Bad
gers coach Barry Alvarez said. 
''Hehasepitomizedourprogran1 
with his no-nonsense, blue col
lar approach." 



-~-

\. 

·--~-- __ ...,,.....,..,-~r ·-·- ~-,--,·.,. -,---·•· •• 

I 

28-MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-THURSDAY- DECEMBER 9, 1999 

SPORTS 
In BANMI action 

GTE Pacifica wins 
over Diamond Auto 
GTE Pacifica trailing by 10 
points going into the game, 
played heads up basketball and 
routed Daimond Auto Care, 
111-77 during the BANMI tour
nament at Ada Gym. 

GTE's Mark Wallace scattered 
28 points, while Keith Gardner 
supported him with 17 points. 
Gardner also had 6 assists, 12 
rebounds, and 3 steals. 

Daimond Auto Care's Lloyd 
Hartman, John Guerrero, & 
Fernando Muleta all had 12 points. 

In the other game; Lite Beer's 
Banjo Basila poured in 15 points 
andJunAlipioscored 14pointsas 
the team defeated 01 'Aces. in an 
interesting matchup. 

Basilaalsohad5 assists, 1 block 
shot, and 10 rebounds. Veteran 
dribbler Ric Alegre, playing his 

first game of the season coming 
back from injury, had 5 assists, 5 
rebounds, & 5 steals. 

Alegre with 16 seconds remain
ing in the ball game stole the ball 
and converted on a lay up to as
sure the beermen's victory, 76-
72. 

01 'Aces' Romeo Iginoef scored 
15 points and Dave Sablan con
tributed 13 points. 

Back to back champions of the 35 & above league, Country House Restaurant, (from left) Danny Bicera, Ed 
Cosino, Frank lgfecias, Aloy Torreon, Tony Sablan, Richard Brostrom, Abner Venus, John de/a Cruz, Felix 
Palacios and Dado Vista! pose with their trophies haul. · contributed photo 
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THE Fil-Taga Friendship Golf 
Tournament will be having a big 
events this coming Sunday, De
cember 12, at 10:30 a.m. at King 
Fisher Golf Club. 

The fee is $100 which is in
clude green fee and award ban
quet at Dai-Ichi Hotel at 6:30 p.m. 
the same day. 

It will be divided in two divi
sion which is member and guest 
division, cash prizes will be 
awarded for each division. In ad
dition, there will be a lot of raffle 
prizes and whole in one is 
$10,000.00 which is sponsored 
by GTE. 

... C.-o_n..,..,ti~n-u_e...,d_o_n_p_a_g_e----,..2.,.,6 

Cowboys release 
struggling kicker 
IRVING, Texas (AP) - The 
Dal fas-Cowboys finally got tired 
'o_f waiting for kicker Richie 
Cunningham to come out of his 
slump. 

Cunningham, who went from 
one of the NFL' s most accurate 
kickers the last two seasons to 
one of the most errant this year, 
was released Tuesday along with 
seldom-used receiver Alvin 
Harper. 

Dallas (6-6) filled one roster 
spot with Ji_nebacker Quentin 
Coryatt, who came out of retire
ment in April then retired again 
in Septe~be~. 

Another spot was saved for 
Cunningham's replacement. 
With an offense struggling to 
score touchdowns, the Cowboys 
have needed an accurate kicker. 
Instead, Cunningham hit just 12 
of 22 field goals. 

He was just 3-of- l O from 40 
yards or more. Cunningham 
maintainedhewasn'tdoingany
thing differently from his first 
two seasons, when he was 63-
of-72. For his carl!er, he was 
perfect on 95 extra points. 

In · his final game, 
Cunningham scored all of Dal

Continued on page 26 
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Grizzlies nip Mavericks 
(AP) -The Vancouver Griz
zlies didn 'i celebrate after snap
ping their 30-game road losing 
streak. . 

"The feeling was not one of 
euphoria," coach Brian Hill said 
after the Grizzlies got their first 
road win in nearly IO months 
with a 104-95 victory at Dallas 
on Tuesday night. 

"These guys expected to win 
more games than this. It's not a 
sense of relief. It's almost a sense 

. of anger, like we should. have 
won one last night, we should 
have won one last week." 

Shareef Abdur-Rahim had 26 
points and 15 rebounds for the 
Grizzlies, who won on the road 
for the first time since beating 
the Los Angeles Clippers 93-89 
in double overtime on Feb. 16, 
1999. 

Michaei Dickerson added 21 
points and Othella Harrington 
16 for Vancouver, which also 
ended an overall 11-game los
ing streak. 

"I thought we just needed to 
win one· to build some confi
dence," Abdur-Rahim said. "We 
weathered the storm, we dealt 
with some adversity. Now we 
have to try to turn it all the way 
around and get some wins." 

The Grizzlies, who lost their 
first seven road games this sea-

son, improved their overall 
record to 4-14. 

Dallas' Dirk Nowitzki 
matched his career-high with 
31 points, but went scoreless in · 
the fourth quarter. · 

In other NBA games,. it was 
Toronto 10 l, Cleveland .98; 
New York 89, Golden State 83; 
Indiana 83, San .Antonio 77-; 
Detroit 116, Milwaukee 112; 
Phoenix 11 o; Orlando 107; Mi
ami 86, Portland 76; and Los 
Angeles Lakers 91, Washing
ton 80. 

Raptors 101, Cavaliers 98 
At Toronto, Vince Carter 

scored 15 of his 32 points in the 
decisive third quarter. 

·Carter, coming off a career
high 39 points against San An
tonio on Sunday, missed nine of 
14 shots in the first half as the 
Raptors fell behind by 11 points. 
But he found the range in the 
third quarter, g_oing 6-of-8 as 
the Raptorsoutscored the Cava
liers 31-13. 

Dee Brown scored a season
high 17 points for Toronto, in
cluding 5-of-10 from 3-point 
range. Brevin Knight led the 

-Cavaliers with 20 points and 11 
assists. 

Knicks 89, Warriors 83 
At New York, Latrell 

Continued on page 26 

San Antonio Spurs forward Tim Duncan (center) controls a rebound 
while surrounded by Indiana Pacers' Travis Best, Austin Croshere and 
Ja/en Rose Tuesday at the Conseco Fieldhouse irJ Indianapolis. Rose 
fouled Dunca~ on the play. "-'"';,.•1-~ .. ...,:.-.~ REUTERS 
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