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US expert coming to help 
track PCB-related diseases 

By Jojo Dass 
Variety News Staff 

RESIDENT Representative 
Juan N. Babauta has asked the 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
to defray the travel expenses of 
a medical expert who will be 
coming over to help doctors in 
screening islanders for possible 
exposure to cancer-causing 
polychlorinated biphenyl 
(PCB). 

Babauta had earlier sought 
assistance to address concerns 
about PCB contamination in 
Tanapag from the Agency for 
Toxic Substance and Disease 
Registry, which in turn identi
fied a specialist that can estab
lish human contamination. 

Problem though is that 
A TSDR has no funds to pay for 
the specialist's travel expenses 
to Saipan. 

The development, neverthe
less is the first concrete move to 
contain PCB contamination 
among residents and identify 

Juan N. Babauta 

those with PCB-related illnesses. 
Babauta explained that PCB 

contamination levels among 
Tanapag villagers has never been 
assessed despite lOyears of gov
ernment awareness of the prob
lem. 

"ATSDR regional represen
tative Gwendolyn Eng has been 
most helpful in finding a doctor 
who can come out to the CNMI 
and help us," said Babauta in a 

Continued on page 46 

Fund earns $15M 
in I-month period 

By Haldee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

WITH A total of nine money man
agers taking care of business, the 
NMI Retirement Fund's off-is
land investments reported earn
ings of close to $15 million in a 
one-month period. 

Under the Fund's investment 
report, the stock market invest
ments for the first month of fiscal 
year 2000 ending Oct. 31 posted a 
4.5 percent gain net of fees and 
expenses. 

Two new money managers, 
whose initial funding was $10 

million each, reported their finan
cial condition for the first time. 
The results were favorable to the 
CNMI pensioners' invested 
money. 

First Hawaiian Bank, which 
handles large-cap securities, 
posted a 3.8 percent gain, while 
Gabelli Asset Management Co. 
( small-cap securities) posted a 1.3 
percent gain. 

The earnings were also fuelled 
in part by a rebound in the equity 
markets in October after posting 
negative returns for the third quar-

Continued on page 46 

PSS mulls trade school to 
: teach students work skills 

,; 

fl 
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By Marian A. Maraya 
Variety News Staff 

· "ARE parents ready to accept 
. their children as "non-college" 
; material?" 
~ Board of Education (BOE) 
': member Tony Pellegrino raised 
ij this question to other BOE mem
:: bers yesterday, in light of a pro
:: posal for the Public School Sys
'.! tern (PSS) to develop a compre
fj hensive Trade School-Industrial 
i1 Education program for students. 
[; Pellegrino is concerned that 
/1 such an idea may not sit well 
lj with parents, as they generally 
, want their kids to have white-

collar jobs. 
"This is a good idea but the 

question is, how do we sell this ri 
idea to parents? Kids today are :] 
after managerial positions," '.J 

Pellegrino told his fellow board [; 
members. \j 

Board Chair Esther Fleming i: 
said that if students are assured [i 
of jobs after completing the trade ;\ 
program in high school, the idea (J 

has every chance of being real- 1 
ized. (i 

"If we provide guarantees and ~ 
work with the business sector in Iii 
providing them jobs, and if we ·i 

ask for help from the Division of . 
Labor in placing locals in certain 
jobs, then we might be able to 
pull this off. 

Continued on page 46 

Villagomez insists: 

'Nothing to hide 
on pow-er plant' 

By Haidee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

COMMONWEALTH Utilities 
Corporation (CUC) Executive 
Director Timothy P. Villagomez 
yesterday faced the media to re
fute allegations CUC is deliber
ately attempting to delay the 
awarding of contract for the con
troversial $120 million power 
plant project. 
He also sought to allay concerns 
about project, saying he will wel
come a planned legislative over
sight investigation to once and for 
all erase doubts over the integrity 
of the bid process. 
"We are not trying to delay or 
steer the project to any one com
pany," said Villagomez, in a 20-
minute press conference. "While 
the utilities agency is trying to. 
protect its integrity, it is more 

"'ti 

Timothy P. Villagomez 

concerned on ensuring financial 
capability to undertake the project 
so as not to give the government 
and consumers additional burden 
in the long run. 

"The goal of CUC, the Board, 
management and myself is to de
velop a new power resource for 

, .. : • ·:.,·.~··. •,,.':".':\•:\.,~,,::'or··, ... ,-~·,,:• .\\•":,\,\\;::,;::_'·" . ."'.'''''."'"''.:H1"·:'· 1· ·.::.."·:7:-:··;: .. :;•.,, '."•.'··.'.•·,\·'· .,,.,. '," 

the CNMI to rrieet our needs and 
to encourage investment. But we 
must not make the mistake of 
going into more debt than we need, 
because that will lead to higher 
utility rates and or an additional 
burden on the government," 
Villagomez told reporters. 

The procurement of the project, 
which remains to be the most ex
pensive one ever proposed in the 
CNMI, has been going on for three 
years now. 

"No one on the CUC Board or 
administration has the intent, or 
even the ability, to manipulate the 
award of the new power plant," 
Villagomez said in a letter to 
House Speaker Diego T. 
Benavente (R-Saipan) and Sen
ate Floor Leader Pete P. Reyes 
(R-Saipan) dated Dec. 9. 

Continued on page 46 
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ment Council yesterday at,tbe · initiativeta)«mbytlieprl\.'atesec-· . l .. ightingproject,which.kicked 
Hyatt Regency Hotel &aipan. tor,'.' said Gov:; Pete P; Tenorio in offlast week: the GarapanStreet 

The mission of the private a press release. ·· · · Market, \\'hich formally opened 
sectorcouncil,composedofkey·· Henotedthatthebusinesscom~ last hight and others. · · 
executives from local ·and re- munity has been very helpful in Continued on page 46 

Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio (right) purchases a mug from a local vendor at last night's official opening of the 
Garapan Street Market. Photo by Marian Maraya 
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Report: China building 2nd 
missile base near Taiwan 

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - A 
U.S. Defense Intelligence Agency 
report said China is building a 
second short-range missile base 
nearTaiwan that ;;.ould allow it to 
target the island's main military 
bases, the Washington Times re
ported on ~ednesday. 

The latest Chinese missile site 
discovered by U.S. intelligence 
was at Xianyou, about 135 miles 
from Taiwan, and is nearly ready 
to house a force of short-range 
missiles, the newspaper said. -

President Clinton, asked whether 
in light of the second missile base he 
was concerned aboutAmerica's abil
ity to defend Taiwan, replied: "China 
is modernizing its military in a lot of 
ways, but our policy on China is 
crystal clear ... 

··we believe there is one China, 
we think it has to be resolved 
throughcross-straitdialogues, and 
we oppose and would view with 
grave concern any kind of violent 
action. And that hasn't changed." 

China considers Taiwan a rebel 
province and has threatened to 
invade if the island declares inde
pendence. Taiwan's Vice Presi-

dent Lien Chan on Wednesday 
said the island must develop long
range surface-to-surface missiles 
capable of surviving an attack by 
communist China. 

"1nere' s been a lot of build-up of 
tension on both sides that I think is 
unnecessary and counterproductive," 
Clinton said at a news conference. 

"If you look at the Taiwanese 
investment in China, it's obvious 
that eventually they're going to 
get this worked out because 
they're too interconnected by ties 
of family and increasingly by ties 
of the economy," he said. "And 
the politics ofneitherplace should 
lead either side into doing some
thing rash. And I hope that this 
will not happen." 

The Washington Times also 
first reported last man th that U.S. 
spy satellites had photographed 
construction of another Chinese 
missile base in October. 

On Wednesday the newspa
per said intelligence officials 
clarified that the location of the 
first base was at Yongan about 
220 miles from Taiwan, not 
Yangang as it had previously 

reported. 
The Defense Intelligence 

Agency in a report in November 
to Pentagon officials said the two 
Chinese missile bases were being 
readied for hundreds of advanced 
Chinese missiles known as the 
CS S-7 Mod 2, the newspaper said. 

The report concluded the new 
missile bases would allow China 
"to target all of Taiwan's major 
military bases," an unnamed Pen
tagon official who had seen the 
classified report told the news pa- · 
per. 

When the Washington Times 
reported in November on the pre
vious sighting of missile base con
struction, China dismissed that 
report as having "ulterior mo
tives." 

A U.S. official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said, 
·'Weare aware that the Chinese 
in recent months have contin
ued to demonstrate to Taiwan 
their ability to employ ballistic 
missiles and we continue to urge 
both sides not to do anything to 
destabilize the situation in the 
region.'' 

-I Joeten Motor Campany, Inc. 
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· · News. Briefs · 
Taiwan ready to talk about 
restoring air links with RP 

TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) - Taiwan formally agreed yesterday to 
restart negotiations with the Philippines about restoring air links 
between the two sides that were cut two months ago over a dispute 
about passenger quotas. 

The talks can begin because Manila has agreed to honor the original 
air pact that it scrapped after discussions broke down in late Septem
ber, Foreign Ministry spokesman Henry Chen told reporters. 

Taiwan has complained that by unilaterally canceling the previous 
agreement, the Philippines ignored international procedures that call 
for a one-year warning before an air pact is terminated. 

Gates, Turner commit 
$78M to ending polio 

·• ATLANTA (AP) - Billionaires Ted Turner and Bill Gates are 
pitching in to help the World Health Organization meet its goal of 
eradicating polio by the end of next year. 

The United Nations Foundation, a Turner charity, announced 
Tuesday it would donate $28 million toward eradication of the 
crippling disease. The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, a charity 
set up by the software tycoon, will give an additional $50 million. 

"The bottom line is polio is close to being eradicated," said Trevor 
Neilson, a spokesman for the Gates Foundation, set-up by the owner 
of Microsoft. "There's the feeling that if a few hundred million more 
dollars can be found, we can say goodbye to polio." 

Gov't looks to narrow 
computer gap 

WASHINGTON (AP) - The Clinton administration is pushing 
government agencies and private companies to do more to narrow a 
growing "digital divide" in which minorities are falling behind in 
their access to computers and the Internet. 

Commerce Secretary William Daley was scheduled to preside at a 
day long conference designed to bring together federal, state and local 
governments, private companies and nonprofit organizations to ex
amine what needs to be done. 

"If we don't address this issue, it will have a serious impact on the 
society in the next century," Daley told The Associated Press in an 
interview Wednesday previewing the government's plans. 

Dalai Lama urges 
China awareness 

CAPE TOWN, South Africa (AP) - Tibet's exiled leader, the 
Dalai Lama, predicted the end of totalitarian rule in China, and said 
Wednesday he could accept countries trading with China as long as 
they continued to raise human rights issues. 

Speaking in ~n interview with The Associated Press, the Dalai 
Lama was responding to the U.S. proposal for China to enter into the 
World Trade Organization. 

He applauded the.U .S. government and Congress for raising human 
rights issues with Beijing. 

~ 
~ NOTICE 
MAl114NAS 
"~TOU &VTHOIUn 

Pursuant to Public Law 8-41, Section 11, Governor Pedro P. Tenorio 
and Lt. Governor Jesus R. Sablan, through the Marianas Visitors 
Authority, hereby give nolice that a Board meeting will be held on 
Monday, December 13, 1999, at 10:00 a.m. at the lfota Resort and 
Country Club's Conference Room on Rota. 

I. 

II. 

III. 

IV. 

V. 
VI. 

AGENDA 

Preliminary Matters 
a. Meeting to Order 
b. Roll Call 
c. Adoption of Agenda 
d. Adoption of Minutes - November 18 1999 
Committees ' 
a. Finance 
b. Policy 
c. Personnel 
d. PR&Ad 
e. Tourist Site Development 
f. Visit '99 
g. Legislative Affairs 
Old Business 
a. Fireworks 
b. Peace-A-Thon 2000 
Miscellaneous/Announcements 
a. Board Ballots 
b. Correspondence 
Executive Session 
Adjournment 

ls/David M. Sablan 
Chairman, MVA Board of Directors 

~ ·' :'. ~...... . :" : ... , '. •, . ·, ·' 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER l 0, 1999 -MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-3 

Judge frees policema11 
By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

THE SUPERIOR Court yester
day allowed the release of a po
lice officer who was arrested for 
allegedly stealing items, includ
ing plastic chairs and tables, at the 
former Rudolpho' sin Sadog Tasi. 

Associate Judge Timothy H. 
Bellas agreed to free Officer 
Edwin Santos Aguon on a $5,000 
cash unsecured bond after find
ing the defendant is not a flight 
risk. 

Bellas initially seta$5,000cash 
bail for Aguon's temporary re
lease_ Chief Public Defender 
Masood Karimipour, counsel for 
Aguon, asked the court to modify 
the bail yesterday. 

Aguon' s father, retired Police 
Lt. Joaquin Aguon, expressed 
willingness to serve as third party 
custodian. The judge, however, 
said there's no need to have a 
third party custodian in Aguon's 

Timothy H. Bellas 

case. 
Arraignment was set for Dec. 

20. 
According to court records, 

Department of Public Safety re
ceived a report of a possible bur
glary at the former Rudolpho's 
last Oct. 28. 

The 24-year-old Aguon, who 
was a preliminary officer at the 
time, responded to the scene. A 

Masood Karimipour 

crime scene technician also ar
rived in the place. 

When nothing was reported 
missing, the crime technician took 
photos of the interior and exterior 
of the establishment. 

Rudolpho 's was closed at the 
time, but the building still con
tained the property of the owners, 
court papers said. 

Last Nov. 7,a woman contacted 

the police and reported about bur
glary and theft at Rudolpho's. 

The caller claimed that among 
the missing items were two IBM 
computers, keyboard and print
ers, three window-type air-condi
tion, stainless steel pots, and sev
eral green and white plastic chairs 
and tables. 

Capt. Delbert Sablan later con
ducted a thorough investigation 
after he received information that 
Aguon and a nephew of a Correc
tions officer were involved in the 
case. 

Sablan and a detective· passed 
by the house of Aguon in Susupe 
last Dec. 3 where they observed 
several green and white plastic 
chairs and white round tables out-
side the residence. 

Sablan and the detective com
pared the photos taken by the 
crime technician earlier and found 
out that the items appeared the 
same. 

Police later seized some alleged 
stolen items like stainless steel 
pots and pans at the residence of 
the Corrections officer's nephew. 

During interview with investi
gators, the nephew allegedly ad
mitted that Aguon invited him to 
go with him towards Rudolpho' s. 

When they came at the estab
lishment, the nephew said five 
people were already inside re
moving some items into a. ve
hicle. 

Aguon allegedly stated that the 
government allowed to get the 
items because the establishment 
had been abandoned. 

Court documents said the 
nephew also allegedly claimed 
that some plastic chairs and tables 
are taken to another house. 

The Asian economic downturn 
had apparently forced 
Rudolpho's, one of the most fa
mous bars and restaurants on 
Saipan, to close business lastJuly. 

DEQ now under Governor's Office Fleming marks end of 
her term as BOE chair By Jojo Dass 

Variety News Staff 
THE FEDERAL government 
may finally concur with the 
commonwealth's overall solid 
.waste management program, a 
development that could cut red 
tape and eventually hasten clo
sure of the Puerto Rico dump. 

This after the administration 
put the Division of Environmen
tal Quality (DEQ) under the ju
risdiction of the Governor's Of
fice with the enactment of Pub
lic Law 11-108. 

The new law, according to 
Gov.PedroP. Tenorio is "neces
sary" as it does away with what 
EPA has described as a "conflict 
of interest" arising from DEQ 
being placed under the Depart
ment of Public Works as man-

WILLIAMS. Reyes will be having a 
Christmas Carnival tomorrow, Sat
urday, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The cost 
of the tickets is $.50 each, the pro
ceeds of which will be forplayground/ 
exercise equipment 

The games are race cars, bal
loon pop, cake walk, musical 
chairs, airplane ride, frisbee game. 
The other activities are face paint
ing, balloon sales, cotton candy, 
movie viewing, food and bever
ages. 

WSR would thanks Mayor's 
Office, SVS, Hopwood Jr. High, 
PSS, San Antonio School, Pacific 
World, WSR PTSA, Ray 
Quitugua, Jackies BBQ, Bolis 
Store and others who have he! ped 
make the children happy through 
the fundraising event. 

For more information contact 
Ray Austin or Paz Younis at 234-
6170 or 235-2832. 

dated by Executive Order 94-3. 
"The EPA has informed us that 

. it believes ... the current organiza
tional structure wherein DEQ is 
within DPW constitutes a con
flict of interest, and therefore 
could not approve the CNMI's 
waste management program," 
said the governor in his message 
to the Legislature transmitted 
when he passed House Bill 11-
485 and scrapped E.O. 94-3. 

" .... this legislation is necessary 
to rectify this problem. It further 
allows ... DEQ to work indepen
dently and effectively, carrying 
its locally mandated task and 
meeting the requirement of imple
menting federal government pro
grams in the commonwealth," 
Tenorio's transmittal message 
further read. 

The bill was introduced by 
Reps. Heinz S. Hofschneider (R
Saipan), Jesus T. Attao (R
Saipan) and David M. Apatang 
(R-Saipan) on Sept. 29 this year. 

The House passed it on first 
and final reading on the same 
day while the Senate passed it 
on Nov. 12. 

The new law states that DEQ 
should be reclassified as an inde
pendent body for it to ''more appro
priately carry out the policy and 
purpose of the Commonwealth 
Environmental Protection Act" 

"A sound environmental ad
ministration must consider the 
divergent interests of all govern
ment departments, while also serv
ing the total public constituency 
and the private business sector," 
according to the new law. 

By Marian A. Maraya 
Variety News Staff 

BOARD of Education (BOE) 
Chair Esther Fleming is looking 
forward to serving another term 
in the new board come year 2000 
as she yesterday expressed ful
fillment over having served as 
BOE head for the last two years. 

She also thanked the present 
board for its cooperation and hard 
work, and other education sector 
leaders for the developments in 
CNMI's education system. 

Fleming will start another term 
in the board in January, topping 
two other BOE candidates for 
Saipan, in last month's elections. 

"I have enjoyed serving my 
term," said Fleming. 

"Through my words and actions, 
I know at times I have probably 
hurt some of you here but I know 

we are all still friends," the board 
chair said, addressing all BOE 
members at yesterday's meeting. 

"We have agreed and disagreed 
on some aspects, but it was all 
purely on the professional level 
and one that is required of us, in 
order to achieve our purpose as 
education leaders," Fleming said. 

In preparation for the new mil
lennium, Fleming said she wel
comes the challenge of working 
with the next board chair and set 
of board members. 

"I promise to be on my best 
behavior and be more tactful in 
addressing concerns," she said. 

Unless BOE members call for a 
special board meeting, yesterday's 
meeting at the Public School Sys
tem (PSS) Central Office confer
ence room was the last for the 
current century. 

Saipan Photo Lab's Jack Hardy (far left) poses with the Koo/est Kids photo contest winners (from left) Herminio Queja Jr., E.J. Camacho, and 
Jerrold Francis Calvo. Joining the kids for photo are their parents and other sponsors. . Contributed photo 
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cfisi) 
Saipan Supply, Inc. 

TEL. NO. (670) 235-7796 / 97 FAX NO. (670) 235-7798 

UNIQUE MOL.AVE WOODEN BENCH, SWING, 
GARDEN WHEEL BENCH, COFFEE TABLE, 
WHEEL TABLE, ALL IDEAL FOR COMMERCIAL 
AND RESIDENTIAL DECORATION ... 

ALSO WE HAVE IDEAL DECOR FOR GARDEN, 7 
DWARF ON TREES & MUSHROOMS, 
DECORATIVE PLANT POTS, ORCHID WALL HANG 
& HALF MOON POTS, POTIERY, BEAUTIFUL 
MADE HOME BIRDS FOR GARDEN, SWAN VASE. 

ALSO AVAILABLE: 
ANIMAL FEED, VITAMINS, TEE PEEASSORTED 
COLORS ... 

K.D. PHILIPPINE MAHOGANY LUMBER 
PLYWOOD EXTERIOR/ INTERIOR 
WATER LINE, SEWER LINE, STEAM LINE PIPE & 
WELDED FITIINGS 
BLACK STEEL PLATE, GREASE TRAP, 

... BATH TUB AND OTHER SELECTED PLUMBING 
FIXTURES: 
FRENCH WINDOW BRONZE, WHITE FINISH. 

WE ACCEPT SPECIAL ORDERS 
AMEX / VISA ACCEPTED 

0 Sentricon* 
Colony Elimination System 

A Revolutionary termite baiting system that kill's & 
destroy subterranean termite colonies completely while 
being non-disruptive to property owners and tenants 
against termite damage. 

N<NO KA 01 
Termite & Pest Control 

(Saipan), Inc. 

(Please call for any of youi termite or pest control needs) 
Phone: 322 (BUGS) 2847 Fax: 322 (Pest) 7378 

Offices in: 

HAWAII, GUAM, PHILIPPINES 
E-mail: nkospn@gtepacifica.com 

Toys For Tots Spreads Smiles Across The Miles! 
Local Norwest Financial Office Collection Site For Toys For Tots 

Toys for Tots 
spreaas smiles across the miles 

1999 Maine Cori- R- Toya for Tots 

The Norwest Financial office located at the first floor in the Joeten 
Dandan Commercial Building is collecting new, unwrapped toys from 
November 22nd to December 17th on behalf for the U.S. Marine 
Corps Reserve Toys for Tots program. 

Local residents interested in donating may drop off their Toys for Tots 
donation at the Norwest Financial office weekdays during regular 
business hours. Toys are needed for children of all ages, infant 
teenager. All toys will be donated to Karidat for local distribution 
within the Commonwealth. 

Over 10 million toys were distributed to underprivileged children 
nationwide last Christmas thanks to the Marine Corps Reserve Toys 
for Tots program. 

Norwest Financial is proud to be a national corporate sponsor of the 
Marine Toys For Tots Foundation. 

·t.·· , f-

\ 
Hanging out. MVA officials Perry Tenorio (2nd left) and David M. Sablan (foreground, left) hang out with 
Passport Office's John Santos (behind Sablan) and DCCA Secretary Tom Tebuteb (right) at last night's 
Garapan Street market opening. Photo by Marian Maraya 

GTA launches its new 
improved billing system 

Variety News Staff 
HAGATNA-The Guam Tele
phone Authority (GTA) has an
nounced the implementation of a 
new customer billing system 
which is more accurate and would 
add to the convenience of GT A 
customers. 

Under the new system, 
which has also been Year 
2000-certified, all GT A cus-

111 

$5.00 BARGAIN MATINEES 
Before 6 P.M, • MON. • FRI, 

BEFORE 3:30 P.M. SAT., SUN. & HOL 

~·AU.DJGfTAlSOUND [][JI-I 
~ STADIUM-SEATING ~v~:o~!c!I!~ 
Wednesday~ December 8, 1999 

SUPERSTAR~ 
2:15 • 4:45 • 7:15 • 9:45 Pll-1:S 

Mary Katherine Gallagher comedy 

DOUBLE JEOPARDY p}if1 
2:00, 4:30 • 7:30 • 10:00 

B 
Asley Judd Suspense 

TOY STORY 2 ~ 
', 2:00, 4:30, 7:00 • 9:30 P{l-13 

"'" Walt Disney Animated 

!:,/,eepy H ~t~w rttr 
2:30 • 5:00 • 7:30• 10:15 R 

Johnny Depp Action Thriller 

T 11• WoRtv IS Nor ENOUl:/1 r.'rn 
2:15, 5:00 • 7:45 • 10:30 PG-13 

Bruce Willis Drama Suspense 

THE StxrH SENSE ~· 
2:00 4:45 • 7:15 • 9:45 PG 13 

Bruce Willis Drama Suspense 

House on Haunted Hill~· 
2:30-7:30 , .•. -

Suspense Horror 

UNFAITHFUl WIFE ~-
4,45 • 10:15 PIB 

Ian Veneracion • Patricia Havier 
24 HRS SHOWTIME INFO :234-9000 

tamers will be assigned new 
account and customer numbers 
in addition to their telephone 
numbers. 

All activities and transac
tions will be processed under 
this account number thereby 
centralizing all customer data 
and making accounting more 
convenient for both the cus
tomer and GTA managers. 

Customers that have mul
tiple phone numbers under one 
account will no longer have 
their account receivables 
tracked according to each in
dividual phone number, thus 
preventing any possible error 
or confusion in the calcula
tion of charges. 

GTA bills will still detail 
charges for each phone num-

ber, but all charges, pay
ments, and adjustments will 
be consolidated and tracked 
at the account level for the 
added convenience of the 
customer. 

According to GT A, re
minder notices, late fees and 
disconnections for non-pay
ment will be determined based 
on the consolidated balance 
of customer accounts and all 
phone numbers listed under a 
customer ac.count will be sub
ject to late fees and discon
nection if not paid by the due 
date. 

GT A will continue to pro
vide coupon booklets for 
single line customers until 
further notice. 

Chinese worker found 
guilty of manslaughter 

By Eric F. Say 
Variety News Staff 

HAGA TNA-Aftcr nearly three 
days of deliberations, a jury 
has found a man guilty of 
manslaughter in the stabbing 
death of his co-worker in 1996. 

Yanshui Jung was also found 
guilty of the attempted mur
der of his employer. 

But the defendant was found 
not guilty of murder in the 
first degree charge by reason 
of insanity. 

He was convicted of second 
and third degree assault 
charges as well as using a 
deadly weapon in the course 
of committing a felony. 

He could be sentenced to a 
maximum of 80 years in prison 
when he appears before Supe
rior Court Judge Steven S. 
Unpingco on Dec. 30. 

Yanshui Jung admitted kill
ing De Fe Zhang. 

The defendant has testified, 
through a Chinese interpreter, 
that he had been suffering 
from terrible headaches, fear 
and hallucinations before he 
grabbed a machete and hacked 
De Fe Zhang in a cucumber 
field in Talofofo. 

After hiding his victim's 
lifeless body in tall grass, 
Yanshui Jung said he drove 
the company truck to Hagatfia 
where he tried to kill his boss 
Tin Yang Dong, who at the 
time operated Oriental Fur
nishings. 

During the defendant's tes
timony, he demonstrated how 
with a single slicing .blow, he 
nearly cut his boss's head in 
half. 

Tin Yang Dong, who sur
vived the attack, had earlier 
testified that he did not ex
pect Yanshui Jung to be so 

. violent. 

i 
\' 

I 
l.

·.' ' 

: 

f 
I ,, .. / 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10, 1999 -MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-5 -- -·-·------·---~-----::---=-.:.=~~~~~~~~~~~~~;;;;:::;;:;~ 

Companies get exemption 2 IlleJl .. na.bbedfor 
from hiring moratorium !:~~tic ~~!!:1-~~w 

By Jojo Dass 
Variety News Staff 

THE ADMINISTRATION has 
granted at least 13 exemptions 
from the hiring moratorium law 
in five working days from Nov. 
26. 

This time however, the exemp
tions involve positions that may 
not be filled in by U.S. citizen 
resident workers. 

At least three of the exemptions 
were for scuba dive instructors 
for Kan Pacific Ltd. and Big Dog 
Corporation. 

Exemption was also granted by 
Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio for Sun
rise Rehabilitation Services to hire 
a registered occupational thera
pist; Tropical Instant Press Inc. to 
hire a graphic artist; Hotel Nikko 
Saipan to hire an accounting man
ager and chief engineer ; and 
Triple J Saipan Inc. to hire a com
puter programmer. 

Pedro P. Tenorio 

For his part, Lt. Gov. Jesus R. 
Sablan, who signed the exemp
tions in his capacity as acting gov
ernor during Tenorio's absence, 
granted them to Aqua resort Club, 
Transasian Corp.; Younis Art Stu
dio and Saipan Crewboat. 

The local govenunent has been 
criticized in the past by the Depart
ment of the Interior for putting in 

place a hiring moratorium law that 
has been rendered inutile due to the 
numerous exemptions being given 
to several companies. 

Senate Vice President Thomas 
P. Villagomez (R-Saipan) had 
himself raised concerns about the 
matter during a recent Senate ses
sion where he proposed that the 
Upper Chamber be given proper 
documents on the exemption re
quests. 

McDonald's franchise owner Jose 
Ayuyu, during his term as president 
oftheSaipan ChamberofCommerce, 
had repeatedly assailed the local gov
emrnentforgrantingexemptions'1eft 
and right" 

The hiring moratorium law was 
put into effect in March last year 
amid pressure from the federal 
government which has continu
ously been raising concerns about 
the commonwealth's dependence 
on foreign labor. 

Arriola hits back at AGO 

Joseph A. Arriola 

By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

SAIPAN lawyer Joseph A. 
Arriola has slammed back at 
the Attorney General's Office 
for its efforts to "get rid" of 
him from practicing law in 
CNMI courts. 

The. statute the government 
relies on is not applicable to 
the labor case filed against his 
client Teresita P. Morato, said 
Arriola, adding that the Model 
Rules of Professional Conduct 
does not warrant such dis
qualification. 

Arriola sai<l there is abso
lutely no evidence that his 
position as an independent 
counsel for the Senate is any 
way adverse to plaintiff, De
partment of Labor and Immi
gration, a government entity, 
nor "does it materially limit 
counsel's responsibilities to 
either client." 

The lawyer stressed that his 
representation of the Senate 
cannot be considered a repre
sentation of the government 
which in turn is imputed onto 
another government entity, the 
DOLL 

Assistant Attorney General 
Aaron Williams asked the Su
perior Court to remove and 
forbid Arriola from practic
ing in i::ourts for alleged viola
tion of the Government Ethics 

Act 
Williams said the lawyer sits 

on the Board of Parole, which 
is an instrumentality of the 
CNMI government. 

Williams also accused 
Arriola of using his position 
as counsel to Senate on his 
business letterhead for private 

· advantage which is "in itself a 
violation of the Act." 

Under the statute, the gov
ernment lawyer said, "a pub
lic official or public employee 

shall not appear as an attorney 
for another person before a 
Commonwealth governmental 
entity." 

Arriola' s activities in this 
case, Williams added, do not 
fell under any of the other ex
emptions of the Act. 

Such AGO's motion was 
filed before Judge Pro Tern 
Joaquin V.E. Manibusan, Jr. 
issued a decision finding the 
AGO 's interpretation of the 
Act as illogical. 
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STANFORD RESORT HOTEL 
SAN VICENTE HILL• SAIPAN 

$29.00/Night 
• largest Twin Bedrooms 
• 24 Hour Hot Water 
• Split Aircon 
• Swimming Pool 
• Cable 1V 
• Cleanest Rooms 

One Month : $499 
2 weeks: $300 

(With Kitchenette and Daily Hotel Service) 
Dinner 8.8.Q BUFFET 

(Fridays & Sablrdays 7 -9 PM) Tel: (670) 235-8500/4 • F,: (670) 235-3042 
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Start with clean slate 
IF THE controversial 80 megawatt power plant project is to 

push through in its present scope and size, government 

needs to take steps in erasing once and for all whatever 

doubts people have on the controversial project. 

Like for instance, it could push for the removal of officials 

who have in one way or another acted suspiciously-either 

by lobbying for a preferred bidder or engaging in rhetoric to 

steer the bidding into the fast-track mode. 

Take them away from the project, and put in new players. 

There is just too much at stake in this endeavor, so there 

should be no qualms about drastic steps. 

Being one of the Commonwealth's most ambitious and 

biggest projects, it is essential that this be done right so as 

to repair the tattered image caused by this $120 million 

fiasco. 

More than just rhetoric is needed, if the project is to 

proceed without eliciting suspicions. 

It is not enough that CUC Executive Director Timothy P. 
Villagomez call a press conference to assure skeptics that 

the project bidding is in order, as there will still be those 

who will think otherwise. 

Something more has to be done to erase whatever doubts 

the public have had with regards to the propriety of the 

power plant bid. 

If government wants to now do the process right, it should 

start fresh. 

Specifically, in order to erase doubts, government should 

change the players before the project proceeds any further. 

There is no way the project can proceed without eliciting 

suspicions. 

And as Jong as the officials who have figured in this mess 

remain in positions to influence the process, the project 

could remain suspect. 

Let the credibility issue be addressed by keeping the old 

players out and some new people in. Otherwise, the specu

lations will never end and projects will continue to be 

enmeshed in controversy. 

We repeat, if government intends to bring back the people's 

trust and confidence in the bidding process for the SOMW 
project, it should not let the same set of officials take over 

again. 

Start with a clean slate. 

Moreover, let the joint oversight hearing proposed in the 

House and the Senate probe deeper and look into any pos

sible acts of impropriety by any official. Anyone determined 

to have done anything irreg~lar should be removed from 

office and charged accordingly. 

Ralael H. Arroyo 
Zaldy Dandan 
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Interview with a Muslim 
KHALID Adbullah Islam calls it his "special goal." 

Originally from Philadelphia, Khalid (born Ken
neth Steven) moved to Saipan in 1986 and has, since 
then, been hearing politicians speak about the impor
tance of giving locals more opportunities in the 
private sector. 

"Problem is," he says, ''there has been no action to 
back up these words from our leaders. And when you 
ask them about it, they'll give you excuses. Well, we 
don't need excuses; we want solutions." 

Khalid's "special goal" could help locals acquire 
adequate training for high-paying jobs in the private 
sector. 

That is his special goal, incidentally-to provide 
computer technology training. 

"Not many know about this, but we already have 
state of the art computer systems in place," he says. 
"Every business establishment and government of
fice uses computers. Maintaining and fixing them 
could be something that local residents would want 
to do-it pays well." 

Khalid says he already has a "team" and a site for 
the computer school. 

"Within the next 15 months, God willing, the 
facility, the instructors and equipment will be in 
place," he says. 

Because it is a community-oriented project, Khalid 
welcomes anyone to "step forward and pitch in." 

He adds, "We 're open to people who want to help 
and be part of this. It's going to be done, God willing. 
And when it's done, this community will thrive 
again." 

For Khalid, however, creating employment op
portunities is not enough to sustain what he calls a 
"thriving" community. Such a community, he says, 
should also be concerned about drop-outs, teen preg
nancy, juvenile delinquency and alcohol and drug 
abuse. 

Parents and good parenting are crucial in the 
prevention of these social maladies, which is why 
Khalid has set up the non-profit organization CNMI 
Parent-to-Parent, Inc. 

''I think it will help the community if we parents 
get together, sharing concerns and information so we 
could all enhance the needs of our children," Khalid 

says. 
"We'll have workshops and seminars, and closer 

coordination with the Public School System so we 
can all discuss possible solutions to the problems our 
children have in school," he says. 

DOD 
Why, I ask, is a private individual with no political 

ambition could be as concerned about the commu
'nity as he is? 

"I consider it as part of my duty as a Muslim," 
Khalid says. 

We are having this interview Wednesday after
noon in a small room that has two clocks that run on 
two time zones, three calendars, an electric fan, a 
phone, a fax machine, a cot, several Islamic books 
and a glossy posterof a Honda Prelude: We are in one 
of the sleeping quarters of the Garapan mosque, 
which used to be the "barracks" of the Bangladeshi 
workers who constructed the modest House of Peace 
and Prayer. 

I ask Khalid, the CNMI's only Muslim mainland 
American, ifhe finds it difficult to practice a religion 
111 a place where the prevalent images of Islam arc 
those of fanaticism and hatred. 

"Not at. all," he says. "The important thing is that 
as a Muslim one understands that Islam means peace 
and tolerance, and that true Muslims want to sit down 
in brotherhood with those of other faith. We love our 
Christian brothers and sisters. We 're happy forthem." 

Responsible citizenship, mutual understanding, 
freedom of conscience and maintenance of human 
dignity-these are principles vital to Islam. Khalid 
says. 

The Arabic word "Islam" means submission to the 
Will of God. A "Muslim" is he or she who submits 
to the Will of God. Islam is the name of the reli oion 

. 0 

whose followers are called Muslims. "Allah" is 
Arabic for "The God"; it's not a ··name." Unlike the 
other major religions, Islamic terms are mostly ··ge
neric"; they are not named after a man or a place. 

Fasting during Ramadan-the ninth month of the 
lunar Islamic calendar-is one of the oblioations of 

• 0 

a Muslim. Yesterday was the first day of Ramadan, 

Continued on page 7 
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~ Letters to the editor 
LETTERS to the editor must carry the full name of the writer and signature, with a telephone number (in 
case of faxed or mailed letters) for verification. Letters addressed to other publications or to third parties 
and those endorsing particular political candidates are discouraged. All letters are subject to editing. The 
Variety reserves the right to reject any letters. Name withheld and unsigned letters will not see print. 

IN THE movie, "Top Gun" there 
is a scene of Tom Cruise and 
another pilot on the runway, head
ing for their jet fighters in which 
they say, "I feel the need-the 
need for speed!" 

Whenever I read about our 
elected representatives' traveling, 
I have this movie image of them 
on the jet ramp, smiling, boarding 
pass in hand, saying, "I feel the 
need-the need for junketing!" 

Even with theresultoflastmonth 's 
election fresh in our memories, our 
leaders still boggle the mind when 
they come forth with theirridiculous 
justificationsastowhythese$3,ooo+ 
trips were needed. 

Their attitude is, "Trust me, 
accept my lame excuses and be
lieve it was good for the common-

Junket watch 
wealth." 

These leaders still think we 're 
dumb. 

I can't think of what on earth a 
lawmaker could ever do to help 
our economy in Japan even if he 
went as Saipartda! 

In the history of the universe, 
long-distance communication, be 
it telephone, teleconferencing, the 
Internet, etc., is now at its peak. 

Today, there simply is no need 
for 90 percent of the trips that are 
taken at public expense. 

Many students did not continue 
their education at the Northern 
Marianas College because oflack 
of financial aid. 

How many people have died as 
a result of our government's se
lective excuse of taya salape when 

it comes to medical aid? 
Yet, at the same time, our lead

ers and bureaucrats always, al
ways have airplane tickets in their 
breast pockets. 

Too many of our officials have 
become addicted to junketing. 

The only "cure" is to make them 
accountable to the public so we 
can kick them out of office when 
the time comes. 

I applaud the Marianas Variety 
editorial team for making the 
momentous decision to use the 
Freedom of Information Act to 
bring to the public knowledge of 
these trips. 

Please calI your new column, 
"Junket Watch!" 

KENNETHL.GOVENDO 
Dandan, Saipan 

To Tom Pangelinan 
IN MY response to the parent
bashing article published in 
the Variety last Nov. 22, I 
stated that "The school board 
should be mature enough to 
accept some of the fault for its 
own actions in non-effective 
communication." I stated the 
reasons with positive sugges
tions. 

I do apologize for describ
ing Board of Education mem
bers with a sarcastic name for 
their unjustified rude state
ments against the CNMI par
ents. Recently, certain board 
members have indicated that 
Board of Education members 
are not exempt from being cor
rected. 

We, as members of the Par
ent Teacher Student Associa
tion, very much disagree with 
your assumption that the pro
cess always includes the par
ticipation of teachers, parents 
and community leaders (you 
failed to mention students). 
However, from our viewpoint, 
the Public School System is 
improving in many areas, 
slowly but surely. 

And I do agree that it seems 
to be a never ending challenge, 
as my family has also spent 
countless unpaid hours in
volved in and with PSS and 
the Parent Teacher Student 
Association. 

It is also an honor for us to 
serve our school and commu
nity in addressing the needs 

Variations . . . 
Continued from page 6 

which will end, depending on the 
sighting of the moon, on Jan. 8 or 
9. 

It was during the month of 
Ramadan, more than 1,400 years 
ago, that Islam's Holy Book, the 
Quran, was revealed by the Angel 
Gabriel to a 40-year-old man, the 
Prophet Muhammad. 

"We fast for God, to get closer 

and concerns of the students, 
parents, teachers and others, 
even if we need to ruffle 
someone's feathers to get our 
point across. 

By the way Mr. Pangelinan, 
when the counselor asked us 
at the beginning of the school 
year if we should continue the 
peace builders program or try 
to get funds for a drug free 
program, the PTSA said that 
"one of the biggest problems 
in the school was that disci
plining children in the class
room is reducing the amount 
of instructional time," thus 
hindering actual learning and 
is having an effect on students' 
grades and test scores. 

So yes, I am very familiar 
with the program and I did 
recommend to the counselor 
that they continue keeping sta
tistics for continued federal 
funding. 

To address your sarcastic re
mark that I am putting people 
down shows me that you· are 
guessing again and participat
ing in gossip. 

And that you as an elected 
official Mr. Pangelinan would 
stoop to such low standard of 
communication is ominous. 

Being a school board mem
ber, you should know the dif
ference between put-downs 
and simply stating facts of 
opinions. There is a differ
ence. 

We, as members of the Par-

to God and to correct our behav
ior,"Khalid says. "Fasting instills 
discipline, it makes us more re
sponsible because it helps us re
strain ourselves from doing harm
ful things." 

For a month, Muslims all over 
the world, more than 1 billion of 
them, will abstain from food, 
drink, "intimate intercourse" and 
smoking from dawn till dusk. 

Like statements expressing con
cern for the community, faith has 
to be backed by deeds. 

I can't think of a better creed. 

ent Teacher Student Associa
tion, would like to see you 
stop pushing your nasty po
litical habits onto others. 

Your bad attitudes and poor 
judgment will surely be a real 
disability for you in your po
litical career if you do not find 
a more honest, constructive 
and effective way of commu
nicating and handling diffi
cult situations. 

At this point, I will refrain 
from embarrassing education 
officials in my list of concerns 
(some of which the Office of 
the Public Auditor is already 
involved in). 

If you would take the time 
to pick up the phone or talk to 
me in person as I am walking 
into your office, I am willing 
to assist in a more positive 
and constructive way for the 
benefit of our students. 

For the hard work and good 
things that you do, may the 
good Lord bless you. 

Please have a Merry Christ-
mas and a Happy New Year. 

RAY AUSTIN 
Parent Teacher Student Association 
William S. Reyes Elementary School 

Impressed 
with the 

Christmas 
lights 

I WOULD like to express my 
deepest thanks for the beauti
ful Christmas lights glowing 
from above, all along Beach 
Road. 

I am so impressed! Saipan 
really knows how to make the 
holiday season a bright and 
cheerful one and I commend 
all those involved in making 
it extra special this year. 

JOHN JENKINS 
Susupe, Saipan 

Protect,preserve 
our reef 

OUR REEF is too small and too 
valuable for us and also eco
nomically vital that our elected 
leaders should be responsible for 
its preservation and protection. 

Local residents have cried 
about dead corrals, poachers, 
pollution, etc. But the reef is sti II 
being destroyed and nobody 
wants to admit it. The question 
is, "Who cares enough to take 
the initiative to protect and pre
serve our reef?" 

There are some individuals, 
who have struggled dedicating 
their time, almost their life, in an 
attempt to revive the reef for the 
benefit of all and especially for 
the future generation to come: 
My late father, David Taitano 
Aldan, Calistro Magofna Falig 
and former Fish and Wildlife 
employees. 

But right now, the corals are 

about to be destroyed and even a 
grade school student could un
derstand that corals provide al
most the entire life cycle for the 
reef. It is critical that legislators 
enact laws to protect and pre
serve our reef. 

There are some good ideas 
about designating portions of the 
reef off limits for an allowable 
period of time. 

I cannot understand, however, 
the enactment of preserving cer
tain marine fish and reptiles that 
are endangered without even 
thinking about saving the reef 
that provides basic essential life 
for them. 

Some of the freshmen legisla
tors ought to focus on our marine 
resources. The general public is 
patiently awaiting your action. 

ELEANOR A. CEPEDA 
As Lito, Saipan 

Autism is not 
a mental illness 

IN THE Dec. 8 Variety article on 
autism, it was stated that autism is 
"a form of childhood schizophre
nia characterized by acting out 
and withdrawal." 

The way the statement was writ
ten makes it appear I said that 
autism is a form of childhood 
schizophrenia. Autism is not a 
form of childhood schizophrenia. 
Autism is considered a spectrum 
disorder that affects the way a 
child communicates, interacts 
with other people and how they 
perceive and react to the world 
around them. Autism is charac
terized by impairments of recip
rocal social interaction, impaired 
communication skills· or repeti
tive behaviors. Not all children 
with autism behave in the same 

manner. That is why it is called a 
"spectrum disorder." There is no 
specific cause for autism but it is 
noramental illness. it is not caused 
by bad parenting, or any other 
psychological influence in the 
child's life. 

Please make the correction im-
mediately. 

SUZANNE LIZAMA 
Early Childhood Program Coordinator 
Public School System 

The Variety replies: 

The definition of autism men
tioned in the article was taken from 
the American Heritage Dictionary 
of the English Language. We prob
ably need a new one-eds . 

Hofschneider's the man 
YOU COULD consider this as a 
letter to the members of the in
coming 12th House of Represen
tatives. 

Rep. Heinz S. Hofschneidcr has 
already secured the support of a 
majority of his colleagues. He 
should be the next speaker. 

Yet some so-called Republicans 
are still going around trying to 
convince these members to re
nege on their commitment to 
Hofschneider. 

Please stop and just abide with 

the Republican members' deci
sion. 

The speaker's post is long over 
due for 1-lofschneider. 

As for the rest of the Republi
can House members. stick to your 
commitment and give 
Hofschneider the chance t; be
come the kind of speaker he could 
be. 

House Democrats should also 
be supporting him. 

JERRY C. REMUIS 
Kagman II, Saipan 

Literacyis life 
learning and 
connection to 

the future 
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'Come what may,' says Palacios 

Outgoing legislator 
Miss NMI graces Guam event 

starts packing up 
By Jojo Dass 
Variety News Staff 

SA YING he '"Jives by the day," a 
relenting Rep. Herman T. Palacios 
yesterday started packing up his 
belongings at the Legislature say
ing '"come what may." 

··1 have always survived doing 
something here and there. I live 
by the day and I am prepared to 
face what's ahead," said the chair 
of the House Committee on La
bor and Immigration. 

Palacios may be opting for an 
early retirement though as he 
said he has to ··straighten up my 
retirement records" to see how 
much money is in the hat. 

Herman T. Palacios 

The bill was filed shortly be
fore the recent midterm elections 
where the representative was de
feated in precinct one, along with 
three other GOP colleagues, by 
Democrat contenders. 

leaves, the practice is being ob
served in the private sector. 

"Government employees are 
the workhorse of the adminis
tration. They keep the govern
ment in operation. Thus, they 
deserve a birthday leave," said 
Palacios in an earlier interview. 

Palacios became congressman 
in the Eighth Legislature from 
1992 to 1994. He won re-elec
tion in the Ninth; did not make it 
to the I 0th and made a come
back one the present one. · 

Palacios has anumberof pend
ing proposed measures at the 
I I th Legislature among which 
include one seeking to grant paid 
birthday leaves to government 
workers. 

In filing the bill, Palacios noted 
that while government has not 
been granting paid birthday 

Other defeated incumbents that 
havelatelybeenpackingup,mak
ing their room virtually bare ex
cept for the swivel chair and desk 
include Sen. Juan P. Tenorio (R
Saipan) House Roar Leader Ana 
S. Teregeyo (R-Saipan), Ways 
and Means Chair Karl T. Reyes 
9R-Saipan), and Rep. Maximo L. 
Olopai (D-Saipan). 

Japan Consul General Takashi Hirokawa and Lt. Gov. Madeleine Z. 
Borda/lo smile with 1999 Miss NM/ Universe Cherlyn Cabrera at the 
recent Consul of Japan's celebration of the Emperor's birthday at the 
Palace Hotel. Photo by Lalla c. Younis 
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PLEASE MAKE YOUR BOOKING NOW! 

·. . . ·Japanese ~ood & 'I'eppan '_Y:aki- !l{§si- ~01. · , _ · 

~'l.\ \ SUSHI 

~ ·T:E'M'PU'R'A .0 ~ ~ 
' ... ·1 ·1 \· ·1 .,. l .'.' (..'.I ·1 I \l'"l"' ""'I ..... ;:.. . ··" : ' -· !.. .. ) .····• ·' . ··" • ,' i. • . • . . . .) ,, !... . . "' . > . 

~~ ~O SUKIYAKI 

Sashimi KANMI 

SOUP 

sponsored by 

I ri i =I PACIFI~~ 
Visit the GTE Pacifica table to receive your free gift for each new sign up of Digital Cellular, Internet or WorldPass Extra 

Savings programs. Also receive a free gift with the purchase of WorldPass Prepaid Phonecards, Always a Great Value. 

GDDCbares· 
resources for 
~~rS0!1~. yVith· · 
d1sab1l1 ties .· · 

By Haidee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

PERSONS with disabilities and 
their families now have a better 
access to products, services and 
information specifically designed 
for them as theCNMI Governor's 
Developmental Disabilities Coun
cil (GDDC) disclosed the release 
of the first edition of "1999 Re
source Directory for Persons.with 
Disabilities, their Families and 
Advocates." 

While the resource directory is 
available to the general public, 
priority distribution will go to in
dividuals with disabilities and 
their families. 

At present, there are close to 
3,000 individuals in the CNMI 
having disabilities, including 
those with diabetes. 

Among others, the resource di
rectory lists some 36 public and 
private agencies and organizations 
that cater to the disability com
munity. Intended users of the 
directory wanting to contact a 
particular agency for information 
or services now have the numbers 
right at their fingertips. 

Aside from agency or 
organization's telephone number 
and address, other information 
included in the directory are 
source of funding, type of service 
or program, purpose of the pro
gram, and a listing of national and 
local laws designed to offer assis
tance, benefits and protection to 
individuals with disabilities. 

The resource directory was 
made possible by funds made 
available from the Developmen
tal Disabilities Assistance & Bill 
of Rights Act of 1994, through 
the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services' Adminis
tration on Developmental Dis
abilities. 
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Faisao report interests Japan 
By Rene P. Acosta 
Variety News Staff 

THE RECENTLY released re
port on the dangers and potential 
impact of nuclear waste to the 
CNMI in cases of sea accidents 
has raised interest among offi
cials of the Japanese Consulate 
on Saipan. 

According to Rep. Melvin 
Faisao (R-Saipan), Consulate of
ficials have already asked for a 
copy of the report and told the 
legislator that they would be com
municating. 

Japanese officials are eagerly 

Melvin Faisao 

interested over the report since 
Japan would be the first country 

Companies and individuals yesterday presented first lady Sophie 
Tenorio with donations. Those who took part were Saipan Shipping 
Co., Union Bank, LSG Lufthansa, Eurotex, Saipan Pacific Micronesian 
Tours, Ernst& Young, Hakubotan, TasiToursandJapanSaipan Travel 
Association. contributed photo 

to be affected other than the main
land if the NMI prohibits move
ment of ships carrying nuclear 
waste within its territory and con
sider further actions near its 
boundary. 

Japan's shipments of MOX fuel 

and plutonium from Europe was 
among the center of discussions 
when leaders of South Pacific is
lands gathered recently in Palau. 

They have considered totally 
banning the passage of Japanese 
shipments within their territories 

and even saw the need to board 
ships just to prevent them from 
passing. 

Faisao said he is waiting for a 
reply from the Japanese consulate, 
sinceJapan'sMOXshipmentswere 
included in the report. 

hristmas Sale~ 
December "15:, "1 999 

.--------J ... ~~ 
Pioneer 

DVD/VCD/CD Player 
HOME THEATRE 

r------,r------, 
I Pioneer I I · VCD I 
I MICROPHONE I I KARAOKE I 

HITACHI 
PORTABLE CD/GAS/RECEIVER 

Pioneer 
HOME THEATER SYSTEM 

. AM/FM 

I Limit II I 
lcu:er , 

1
, I 30%0FF I 

: 12/19/9 ' j I I Limit 2 rustomer until 11 
~ ____ J ~-12/19/99 __ J L---~ 

P,cm>li'eer 
Authortzed dealer o1 Pioneer Audio Video Equipment In Salpan 

By PILOT TRADING CORPORATION • . Tel. 234-9145 
,, " ' II I : II I 

&ason's 

the Staff and Management of Hakubotan would like to wish the 
people of the Commonwealth 

A Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year 

Date: December 10 -31 • Time: 4:00PM - 8:00PM 
gift items for your friends and loved ones 

Hurry! Limited 
Offer only 
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Hyatt to host music 
school perf onnances 
THE Hyatt Regency Saipan 
will get into the Christmas 
spirit in a big way this week
end as it hosts a special per
formance by students of the 
Do Re Mi School of Music on 
Sunday, December I 2 at 2 p.m. 
in Gilligan's. 

Described as an afternoon 
dedicated to children, pro
ceeds will help the Hyatt Re
gency Saipan and Hyatt Ho
tels International meet their 
goals of raising $2 million to 
assist orphaned, underprivi
leged. and sick children 
throughout the world. Part of 
the proceeds will also benefit 
the Commonwealth Health 
Center (CHC) Volunteers As
sociation. 

Attendees can expect to hear 
musicians of all ages perform
ing a wide variety of violin 
music, including a number of 
solo performances. As part of 
their repertoire for the after
noon, the 19 performers will 
include a substantial selection 
of Christmas music, in addi
tion to classical selections by 
Bach, Mozart, Corelli, and 
Wieniawski. 

··Normally, the school per
forms a recital once a year," 
said Hyatt General Manager 
Mustafa Issa ... We thought this 

would be a wonderful way for 
people to enjoy some special 
holiday music and at the same 
time help out a really good 
cause." 

According to Issa, each per
son who attends will also re
ceive a ticket for the "Chil
dren of the World Charity 
Sweepstakes." The ticket is 
included in the $10 admission 
fee for the concert. Prizes for 
the charity promotion include 
round trip airline tickets and 
overnight hotel accommoda
tions to such places as Bali, 
Korea, Hong Kong, Japan, 
Hawaii, Guam and Saipan. 

The grand prize, which will 
be drawn on December 31, is 
a 1999 Volkswagen Bug, a 
special purchase from Triple J 
Motors. The vehicle is cur
rently on display in the hotel's 
lobby. Anyone who enters the 
sweepstakes will have a 
chance to win the car, which 
has a retail value of more than 
$28,000. 

For more information on the 
Do Re Mi concert or the Hyatt 
Regency Saipan 's ''Children 
of the World Charity Sweep
stakes," call 234-123.4 or visit 
the hotel in Garapan. Concert 
tickets are currently on sale 
for $IO each. 

Red Cross issues tips on 
how to be Y2K-prepared 
What you can do to be pre
pared? 

• Check with manufacturers 
of any essential computer con
trolled electronic equipment in 
your home to see if that equip
ment maybe affected such as 
security alarm systems, appli
ances, electronic locks and any 
the electronic equipment in 
which an "embedded chip" may 
control its operation. 

• Stock disaster supplies to 
last several days to week for 
yourself and those who live with 
you. 

This includes having canned 
goods, stored drinking water, 
and an ample supply of pre
scription and non-prescription 
medications that you regularly 
use. 

• As you would in preparation 
for a storm of any kind, have 
some extra cash or traveler's 
checks on hand in case elec
tronic transactions involving 
A TM cards, Credits cards, and 
the like cannot be processed. 

Plan to keep cash or traveler's 
checks in a safe place, and with
draw money from your bank in 
small amounts well in advance 
of 12/31/99. 

• As you would in preparation 
for a storm, keep your automo
bile gas tank above half full. 

• In case the power fails, plan 

Red Cross volunteers preparing for disasters and checking the Y2K 
list. Contributed photo 

to use alternatives cooking devices. 
Don't use open flames or char

coal grills inside your home. 
Protect your home from fire. 
• Have plenty of flashlights and 

extra batteries on hand. 
As much as possible don't use 

candles for emergency lighting to 
prevent structure fire. 

• Examine your smoke alarms 
now. If you have smoke alarms that 
are hard-wired into your home's 
electrical system (mostnewerones 
are), check to see if they have bat
tery back-ups. 

Replace all batteries in all smoke 
alarms annual! y as a general fire 
safety precaution. 

• Be prepared to relocate to a 
shelter if necessary or if for any 
other reason local officials request 
or require that you leave your home. 

Listen to a battery-operated ra
dio or television for information 

about where shelters will be av ail
able. 

• If you plan to use a portable· 
generator, connectwhatyou want 
to power directly to the generator; 
do not connect the generator to 
your home's electrical system. 

Also, be sure to keep a genera
tor in a well-ventilated area
eitheroutsideorin a garage, keep
ing the door open. 

Don 'tputagenerator anywhere 
inside your home. 

• Check with the emergency 
service providers such as Emer
gency management Office to see 
if there is more information avail
able about how your community 
is preparing problems. 

Be an advocate and support 
efforts by your local police, fire, 
and emergency management of
ficials to ensure that their systems 
will be able to operate at all times. 

cJlreey r8Rrisfmas and a Jeappg c9f ew !¥ear 

AQUA RESORT CLUB 
Saipan 

A great place to be ... 
Tel: (670) 322-1234 ° Fax: (670) 322-1220 
E-mail: inbsales@aquaresortsaipan.com 

26 27 
CHAMPAGNE STEAK & LOBSTER 

SUNDAY BRUNCH NIGHT 
from 11:00AM - from 6:30PM-9:30PM 

2:00PM CAB Steak & Lobster 
Adult: $20.00 priced by ounces and 
Child: $10.00 includes; 

Salad Bar with your 
DINNER choice of Dressings 

A 'LA CARTE' and Tempting 
Desserts. 

28 29 
ITALIAN NIGHT CHAMORRO FIESTA 
DINNER BUFFET DINNER BUFFET 

from 6:30pm - 9:30 from 6:30 p.m. to 
pm 9:30 p.m. 

ADULT: $22.00 ADULT: $22.00 
CHILD: $11.00 CHILD: $11.00 

.-- .--

STEAK & LOBSTER 
NIGHT 

from 6:30pm-
9:30pm 

CAB Steak ~- Lobster 
priced by ounces and 

includes: 
Salad Bar with your 
choice of Dressings 

and Tempting 
Desserts 

SOUTH OF THE . 
BORDER 

(MEXICAN STYLE} 
DINNER BUFFET 
from 6:30pm to 

9:30pm 
Adult: $22.00 
Child: $11.00 

SEAFOOD DINNER. 
BUFFET 

at Costa Restaurant 
from 6:30PM-9:30PM 

Adult: $22.00 
Child: $11.00 

CHRISTMAS GALA 
DINNER 

SIT-DOWN 
DINNER 

at Raraina 
Restaurant 

Adult: $55.00 / 
Kids: $30.00 

k 
)]f 

NEW YEARS ~Jt 
GALA DINNER 

at Raraina Restaurant 
Adult: $65.00 I 

Kids: $35.00 
From 6:00PM -

10:00PM 

NEW YEARS EVE 
GALA DINNER AT 

THE POOLSIDE 
Adult: $70.00 / 

Kids: $35.00 
from 6:30PM -

1:00AM 

EGGNOG LUNC:ft: 
BUFFET 

AT COSTA 
RESTAURANT 

from 11:00AM to 2:00PM 
Adult $18.00 / Kids: 

$10.00 

CHRISTMAS DINNER 
BUFFET 

at Costa Restaurant 
from 6:30PM - 9:30PM 
Adult: $22.00 / Kids: 

$11.00 

TRADITIONAL 
CHRISTMAS DINNER 
at Raralna (Fine Dining) 

SIT-DOWN DINNER 
from 6:30PM - 9:30PM 

Adult $55.00 / Kids: 
$30.00 

HANG-OVER 
BRUNCH 

at the Costa and 
Raraina Restaurant 
from 11:00 a.m. to 

2:00 p.m. 
ADULT: $22.00 
CHILD: $11.00 

STEAK & LOBSTER 
NIGHT 

from 6:30PM-9:30PM 
CAB Steak & Lobster 
priced by ounces and. 

includes: 
Salad Bar with your 
choice of Dressings 

and Tempting 
Desserts. 

. ,. ,- .. ·:·,- ~ .. 
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MHS gyrri project 
set to take off soon 

By Marian A. Maraya 
Variety News Staff 

A NOTICE to proceed (NTP) will 
be issued to the Marianas High 
School (MHS) gymnasium con
tractor any time soon so it can 
continue what has been started in 
the project long ago, Board of Edu
cation member Tony Pellegrino 
yesterday said. 

Philippine Goods, the contractor 
named to expedite construction of 
the long-delayed project has yet to 
be issued the NTP, according to 
Pellegrino. 

"But we are awarding the con
tractor today, hopefully," 
Pellegrino told reporters yester
day. 

Pellegrino, who also heads the 
Capital Improvement Projects 
(CIP) Committee, expressed opti
mism that the gymnasium will be 
available in time for the first new 
millennium high school graduates' 
commencement exercises. 

"June 20th, 2000 is the high 
school graduation, there will be a 
graduation ceremony in the gym," 
said Pellegrino. 

"If all goes well, come Monday, 
we will see full work in there if not 
Tuesday. To beat the June20dead
line, the contractor has been asked 
toworkevenduringholidays,"said 
Pellegrino. 

"The contractorworks on Christ
mas since we are shooting for the 

NMHCtakes 
on projects 
funded under 
CDBG program 

By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

THE NORTHERN Marianas 
Housing Corporation has been ag
gressive with its efforts to com
plete its various projects for the 
islands of Rota and Tinian, accord
ing to NMHC executive director 
MaryLou Ada. 

Ada said the Pinatang Park's 
swimming pool in Rota is com
pleted and in fact it was officially 
inaugurated during the island's fi
esta. 

··111e waterslide is work.ing ... the 
community there is now utilizing 
and en joy.i ng it," Ada said in r~ 
inte1view. 

Funding for Rota gym's renova
tion, Ada said, is all under the Com
munity Development Block Pro
gram (CDBG) and the project is 
near in completion. 

ForTinian, she said, NMHC has 
renovated the gym because it was 
leaking very badly and there are 
some tiles that popped up. 

"So all the gyms that we have 
funded under CDBG underwent 
major renovations," Ada said. 

Other project, Ada said, is the 
Tinian Teen Center which was pat
terned after the Kagman Center 
where the community can get to
gether, socialize, or do other social 
functions. 

At the Center, she said, teenag
ers can get together by playing pool 
or having other school activities . 

NMHC said CDBG's goal is to 
build a better and stronger commu
nity to provide a foundation for as 
sense of neighborhood . 

fantastic June 20th target. It is ex
pected that the gym will be in full 
blossom by August 2000," 
Pellegrino said, in an earlier inter
view. 

Some six contractors vied for the 
project contract. 

The Request for Proposals' 
(RFP) deadline expired October 
26, 1999, according to PSS CIP 
Coordinator Chris Fryling. 

The project is expected to reach 
completion within 320 days from 
the date of construction. 

The plan to build the gym for 
MHS started way back in 1991, 
said MHS Principal James De night. 

With about 1,800 students at 
MHS, the gym is deemed a neces
sity in improving the high school's 
P.E. (Physical Education) and 
sports programs. 

Denight further expressed opti
mism that PSS will finally finish 
construction for the long-awaited 
gym, this time around, after a pre
vious contractor failed to complete 
the project. ' 
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Help Foundation raffle slated 
By Marian A. Maraya 
Variety News Staff 

A NEWLY organized non-profit 
corporation dubbed as the Help 
Foundation, Inc., is sponsoring 
its first sweepstakes raffle to be 
held annually for the benefit of 
the needy. 

Brand new cars are at stake for 
the first two grand winners. 

A Hyundai model 2000 and a 
Sonata model 2000will be given 
away to the luckiest raffle ticket 
holders, the foundation said. 

The organization, established 
by a group of concerned citi
zens, aims to help people in need 
of assistance going by its motto, 
"help us help the needy." 

Help Foundation (HF) Presi
dent Benny K. Pangelinan said 
that what separates the group 
from other non-profit organiza
tions like the American Red 
Cross is that it helps people "in
dividually." 

"Red Cross responds to people 
who are victims of disasters. But 
the Help Foundation will help, 
with or without disasters or ca-

The Help Foundation is set to give away this brand new car (one of two) 
at the First Annual Sweepstakes in April 2000. Photo by Mar•an Maraya 

!amities. We help people individu- island hospital for treatment, to 
ally," said Pangelinan. extend financial or in-kind a~sis-

Formed in November 1999, the tance to families as a result of 
foundationisdulylicenseandsanc- disaster due to fire, typhoons, 
tioned by the CNMI government and flood that do not have insur-
as a non-profit corporation. ance coverage, and others. 

Some ofits functions include: to HF officers are as follows: 
extendfinanciaiassistancetoafam- Donicia I. Kapileo, Vice Presi-
ily in need should a member of the dent; Barbara Duenas, Secretary; 
family pass away, to finance a bona- and Sheannamae Pangelinan, 
fide individual who is being re- Treasurer. 
ferred by the Commonwealth The raffle draw is scheduled 
Health Center (CHC) to an off- Continued on page 43 
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OnNMI, Guam 

President's award launched 
By Theresa R. Gutierrez 
Variety News Staff 

HAGATNA - llie Western Pa
cific Region Committee (WPRC) 

yesterday launched the President's 
Srudent Service Award Program 
on Guam and the Northern 
Marianas. 

The President's Student Service 
Awards (PSSA) Program has two 
levels. 

llieGold program honors youths 

•~•~•~•W•~•W•~•~•W•W•~•W•W•W• 

t MONIKA'S GALLERY ! 
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30% OFF 
OF ALL HANDMADE STERLING SILVER 

30% OFF 
: ALL HANDICRAns: 
L POITTRY, PAINTINGS, STATUES, BASKETS, MIRRORS, CANDLE 
E HOLDERS, ROCKING HORSES, !KATS, WALL HANGINGS, 

DOLPHINS, MASKS HANDBAGS AND MUCH MUCH MORE • 

40% OFF 
ALL CLOTHING: 

MENS SHIRTS, SURF SHORTS FOR MEN AND WOMEN, 
PANTS SETS, SHORT SETS, MATIRNDY DRESSES, 
SUMMER DRESSES LONG/SHORT AND SARONGS 

60% OFF 
Of All BEACH BAGS 
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S ~M~W~~ S ·sale begins Saturday 11th-19th, 1999 A • Across DFS Garapan A 
L • Hotel Street next to Chamorro House L STORE HOURS: 10:00am-10:00pm Monday·Sunday E. ~m~ E 
•W•W•W•W•OO•~•~•W•W•~•W•W•W•W• 

Xeed 
Jiohday Gas..---£ _________ __, 

!7:Ac57.? .__ _____________ _ 
No.rwest .Financial has money for all your holiday expenses-gift 
buying, decorating, entertaining or traveling. And this cash 
is available now at terms you can a.ff ord. 

It takes just minutes to apply. Simply call our office or Jax the 
loan request form below. We'll have an answer for you the same 
day. Then stop by to pick up your check when it's convenient. 

SPECIAL BONUS!! 
Close a loanjor $300 or more between now and December 31. 
1999 and receive a gift certiftcate redeemable for a turkey at your 
Local Pay-Less Supermarket. 

For holiday cash fast, apply at Norwest Financial today. 
Complete and take or Jax to our o.ffice at 235-6040 

• Complete below and Fax or bring into our office. 
• • 
• Name: --------------
• 

Social Security No. ------

• Address: ---------------------------• 
: Loan amount request: $ ____ Net Income after payroll deductions: $ 

: Telep/zone number: (Home) (Work) --------

Birtlzdate ---------
• • Best time to call: 
• •••••••s••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

between 5 to 25 years ofage while 
the Silver program honors youths 
between 5 to. 

Under the Sliver program, one 
has to complete 50 hours of com
munity service in a 12-month pe· 
riod. 

The Gold program requires I 00 
hours of completed community 
service in a 12-month period. 

Each individual can be nomi
nated by any individual, including 
community service providers, 
school principals or other compa
nies on Guam or the CNML 

All youths who have completed 

the set arnoumofhours within a 12 
month period qualify. 

The individual does not have to 
be a student. He or she simply must 
be in the age bracket and has met all 
other specifications. 

So far, the Lions Club Interna
tional District 204 and National 
Office Supply have joined the 
WPRC, making them the official 
national partners. 

The WPRC will over see all ac
tivities and facilitate the PSSA. It 
will work as a liaison between 
Guam the CNMI and the national 
headquarters. 

SU 
SUNDAYS! 

BuY.One 99¢ foollong 9ub · 
uet One !or 

Only on Oundays ~or the Month o~ Det!.ember ·qq, 

Buy one Regular foo-tlong and get- ano-ther 
foo-tlong o~ equal or lesser value 

~or qq (!.en-ts only, 

AVAILABLE AT PARTICIPATING LOCATIONS ON GUAM & SAIPhN . 
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New political party's goal: 

'Clean up Marshalls gov't' 
By Giff Johnson 

For the Variety 
MAJURO - The opposition 
United Democratic Party-which 
is expected to throw off the "oppo
sition" monicker by fanning the 
government in the Marshall Islands 
when parliament convenes in early 
.I anuary-campaigned on an anti
conuption, reform-oriented plat. 
form. UDP spokesman Senator 
AlvinJacklicksays it's now time to 
make words a reality. In a country 
where politicians have become used 
to special privilege and conflict of 
interest, his words may come as a 
shock. 

Jacklick won reelection for his 
third tenn in the Nitijela during the 
November election. While the 
mayor of Kwajalein Atoll in the 
I 980s,J acklick successfully estab
lished functioning community ser
vices for the first time on over
crowded Ebeye Island, which led 
to a new look and new community 
spirit for an island long called the 
"slum of the Pacific." 

"We asked the people to vote for 
us," J acklick said of the aggressive 
UDP campaign prior to the No
vember 15 election that saw the 
defeat of four-of-six incumbent 
cabinet ministers. "Now that 
they've done that, we have to fulfill 
ourobligation. What we promised 
the people, we have to do. If we 
don't deliver, it will be a big fiasco 

Alvin Jack/ick 

for our organization." 
llie UDP claims to have an 18 

senator majority in the 33 member 
Nitijela (parliament). 

llie UDP's challenge is its com
bination of whatJ acklick describes 
as "newcomers" -those senators, 
even second or third tenners, a 
group that includes Jacklick who 
have never been in cabinet- and 
the "old timers," the senators who 
served in both President Amata 
Kabua's and lmata Kabua's cabi
net. While the party is led by old 
timer Senator Litokwa Tomeing, it 
is many of the youngernewcomers 
who are motivating the push for 
major reforms in government poli-

cies and operations. 
Still, second term UDP Senator 

Witten Philippa, a former chief 
justice of the high court, said re
cently he was happy to see at a 
UDP meeting earlier this month 
four other members hammering 
away in support of ministers and 
the president being required to di. 
vest themselves of all business in
terests, or otherwise not take the 
posts. "For once it wasn't me do
ing the talking," he said. 

Jacklick said that while the UDP 
hasn't yet completed its specific 
plan of action for the January ses
sion of parliament these are the 
leading items on its agenda as it 
moves toward fanning a govern
ment in January: 

• To restore people's confidence 
in government, Cabinet Ministers 
and the President need to divest 
themselves of business interests 
before taking the posts so that there 
is no conflict of interest 6 and per· 
sonal gain - in their implementa· 
tion of government policies. 

• All laws that currently place 
cabinet ministers on boards of di. 
rectors need to be amended to elimi
nate ministers' presence on the 
boards of statutory agencies. Util
ity companies such as the National 
Telecommunications Authority, 
Marshalls Energy Company and 
others should have business
minded people appointed by the 

government to oversee their opera
tions, not government ministers, 
J acklick said. 

lowances. One of the perks for 
cabinet ministers has always been 
the $750 monthly housing allow
ance, regardless of whether or not 
the representative is from Majuro 

• Cabinet ministers who already 
have homes in Majuro will no 
longer be eligible for housing al- Continued on page 43 

Q: Why is "cold" startup 
protection important 
even. in o·ur climate? 

A Even in this climate, • • motor oil thickens and 
settles in a cool engine. 
Metal to metal wear can 
occur until the oil is hot 
enough to circulate 
throughout the engine. 
Mcobil D OW-40 is designed 
to flow faster at startup. 

M@bil Oils 
Your unfair advantage 

Sale prices effective Dec. 10, n, 12, 1999 

B j !~!ee~ ~::o:~:~:::: s~::ttor 
A ! Baby Trend Musical Toy Tray • 

} Evenflo Fresh Gear Baby Carner B ,i Baby News Head Rest 

Reg. $65.00 ........ Sale $52.00 
Reg. $69.00 ........ Sale $55.00 
Reg. $26.00 ........ Sale $19.50 
Reg. $49.00 ........ Sale $41.65 
Reg. $19.00 ......... Sale $14.00 
Sale $3.99 ........... Sale $2.99 
Reg $3.25 ............ Sale $2.43 

CRACO Walker 
Y i·;·,· Baby Bar Soap Healthy limes 

] Nasal Aspirator (Evenflo) 

• Safety 1st Potty Seat Reg. $22.00 ......... Sale $18.70 

Regular: $7®.00 Sale: $6~.0D 

CENTURY Huggy Tub 
Regular: $21..00 
Sale: $18.00 

CHACO Lite 
Rider Stroller 

Regular: 

!~!9.00 S 

EVENFLO Scout Carseat 
(up to 40 lbs.) 

Regular: $105.00 
Sale: $94.50 POOH Hooded Towel 

Regular: $19.95 
Sale: $15.96 

$125.00 

Playtex Spill Proof Cup 

Omron Manual Breast Pump 

Hot/Cool Bottle Bag 

Gerber Bottle Nipple Brush 

8 oz. Crayola Bottle 

Baby Wipes Wanner 

Reg. $6.99 .......... Sale $5.95 
Reg. $2S.OO ......... Sale $25.00 
Reg. $11.00 ......... Sale $8.80 
Reg. $3.25 ........... Sale $2.92 
Reg. $3.79 ........... Sale $3.30 
Reg. $33.00 ......... Sale $28.00 

i Evenflo on my way Car Seat Reg. $96.00 ........ Sale $81.60 
Christening Gowns 20% OFF Regular Price 

HOLIDN STORE HOURS: 
Mon-Fri. • 1 O:OOAM-8:00PM • Saturday - 9:00AM-8:00PM 

Sunday· 1 O:OOAM-7:00PM 

:I 
r 
; 

I 
l 
I 

' 

j 
' 



_14-MARIANAS VARJ_ETY NEWS AND VIEWS-FRIDAY-DECEMBER IO, 1999 SOUTH PACIFIC 

Gov't-NGOs cooperation sought 
SUVA (Pacnews) - Fiji's Agri
culture Minister, Poseci Bune says 
bringing the private sector and 

Star Wars, 
WCW Wrestlers, 

Spiderman, Batman, 

Barbies, Pound Puppies, 

Milton Bradley, Playskool, 
Step 2, Curiosity Kits, 

Berk, Gund 

non-government organisations to 
discuss important agricultural is
sues and priorities with the gov-

LOLLIPOPS 
ClOTHES • TOYS • SttOES 

20% OFF Selected Tous 
Deo. 10th to 16th 

In Garapan 

emment was the way forward for 
island countries in the Pacific. 

Bune was addressing a meeting 

WorldPass Extra Savings 

Keeping in Touch with Loved Ones is the Best Gift You Can Give! 

This holiday season GTE Pacifica keeps you in touch with friends and family. 
Pick GTE Pacifica's WorldPass Extra Savings and enjoy our most affordable long 

distance rates, plus the longest off-peak hours in the CNMI. Tell our Customer 
Service Representative that you are Santa's Helper when you complete your 

emollment form for the Worldpass Extra Savings Program and 
they will present you with a special Christmas gift. 

Call us today at 682-2745 or visit our offices on Middle Road. 

l ij i #4 PACIF!£:~ 
We 're Connected To Your" 

of heads of Agriculture depart
ments in the region in Suva this 
week. 

"Time and time again we ex
pound on the need for regional 
organisations to work 
collaboratively with governments 
and private sectors alike in our 
development efforts. It is vital 
that we continue to work in the 
spirit of co-operation and togeth
erness so that we can eliminate or 
reduce the threats to our environ
ment, economic prosperity and 
our existence," Bune said. 

Bune said Fiji was in the pro
cess of placing greateP emphasis 
on private sector involvement to 
drive the economy. 

"It has set aside special funds to 
assist the private sector on export 
product development." 

"On the regional level, my gov
ernment also supports Forum Is
land Countries (FIC's) initiative 
to set up a trade zone." 

ce 
ni\. 

Bune also acknowledged the 
contribution of the Common
wealth in setting up a capital in
vestment fund of $25 million to 
encourage private capital invest
ment in business project for its 
Pacific Island members. 

"The greatest challenge facing 
us today is how to channel the 
forces of globalisation for the 
elimination of poverty and the 
empowerment of all Pacific Is
landers to lead fulfilling lives." 

Bune said that for years we hav·e 
struggled to maintain and enforce 
our belief in agriculture being the 
backbonert of our economy. 

We have successfully done this 
with the limited resources at our 
disposal and the inevitable com
petition from beyond the region. 

The two-day meeting held at 
the University of the South Pa
cific, deliberated on policy issues 
regarding agriculture develop
ment in the region. 

>: An9ttirfAµ~~npn#gl~ ?~~n~~ J~ m#t 

•.:iii~tf !l~l~t!itr••ng· 
ireviintsmce ~ii¥ • bbrf · · · ······ ···· ··· ····· ······· loov~ 
/..... .. . . .... f¥~1~ 

··• aligµ $e . g ....... J~ciht:Yt<>J®!ll or ()yer$.¢ 

K«tP••~Lf~ 
ADB has second thoughts 
about PNG loan agreement 
PORTMROESBY (Pacnews)
A lucrative agreement recently 
signed between the Government of 
Papua New Guinea (PNG) and the 
Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
isnowindoubtwithreports that the 
Bank is reconsidering its funding 
option. 

Highly placed Government 
sources told the national broad
caster, NBC the Bank could well 
decide to hold back some 300 mil
lion Kina (US$109.2 million) in 
funding for upgrading and mainte
nance works on roads and bridges 
in five highland provinces. 

This is because the prime condi
tion agreed to between the two 
parties fortheGovemment of PNG 
to maintain the 1999 budget ceiling 
for the Works Department in its 

2000 budget has been broken. 
The year 2000 budget handed 

down by Prime Minister, Sir. 
Mekere Morautashowed the Works 
Department funding for 2000 has 
been cut in half from 176 million 
Kina (US$64 million) in 1999 to 
88 million Kina (US$32 million) 
in 2000. 

Meanwhile, staff from the De
partment is waiting for the Mekere 
government to make its position 
clear relating to the stand taken by 
the former Skaie Government to 
abolish the Works Department. 

Reports reaching NBC News say 
because of this uncertainty, most 
staff have lost interest in their work 
wid many local professionals like 
engineers are looking for jobs in 
the private sector. 
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1 gal. 
15930 

SALE 

39~! 
16177 

MASONRY CONDITIONER 
Primier For Concrete Surfaces 

(For longer lasting results) 

1996826 

SALE 

74!!,. 
1996334 

6 FT. 
FIBERGLASS 

STEPLADDER 

® 
HARDWARE 
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DECEMBER 3RD TO 19TH 

Pro Semi Gloss Wall Paint 

1 gal. 
15938 

SALE 

59~! 
15939 

PRO EXT. FLAT HOUSE PAINT PRO OIL PRIMER ACE PREMIUM 
SPRAY PAINT 
Assorted Colors 

; 

l. 

/ 

_i 

15943 

I 

.t99! 
1005727 

SALE 

14~!!. 
15951 

SALE 

74!!,. 
15952 

3/4" MASKING TAPE 

SALE 

79~ 
12708 

Aw_ 
BRAND 
(MANCO) 

SALE 

Z'!. 
17000 

RUSTOP ENAMEL 

SALE 

a2!!. 
17070 

QUALITY 
INT./EXT. 

SEMI GLOSS 
PAINT 

SALE 

with the purchase of 2 gallons or more of any 

ACE Quality Paint 
_ (FREE COLOR COMPUTER MATCHING) 

"Color Your Worldfor HolidaJ;sf'' 

2 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU -
• Gualo Rai Commercial Center, Middle Road Tel.: 235-9322 Fax: 235-9325 
• Joeten Shopping Ctr. Beach Road, Susupe Tel.: 234-3117 Fax: 235-7568 

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

.I 
'\ 
' 

'{ 
I 

J 



16-MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-FRIDAY- DECEMBER 10, 1999 

PNG prime minister 
sacks his deputy PM 

Greenpeace welcomes 
PNG move to limit logging 

PORT MORESBY 
(Pacnews) - Papua New 
Guinea's (PNG) Prime Min
ister. Sir Mekere Morauta 
has sacked his deputy, John 
Pundari. 

In a shock move, a day 
after the year 2000 budget 
was passed, Sir Mekere an
nounced that Pundari had 
also been dismissed as Min
i st er for Home Affairs. 
Women, Youth and 
Churches and his 21-mem
ber Advance PNG Party 
ousted from Government. 

No new deputy or an act
ing appointment has been 
announced but Sir Mekere 
said he would consult with 

leaders of other coalition part
ners and make an announce
ment soon. 

Sir Mekere told journalists 
the decision to sack Pundari 
was made in order to provide 
greater stability to the current 
political situation. 

Yesterday, oppos1t1on 
leader, Bill Skate also sacked 
Eastern Highlands Governor, 
Peti Lafanama from his party 
for voting with the Govern
ment to pass the budget. 

Sir Mekere said the deci
sion to "withdraw" the 
deputy's post and the ministry 
from Pundari had not been 
easy and had not been taken 
lightly. 

OF 
GAB 

Get the perfect 
gab gift this Christmas 

Take 2-5% off all other cellular 
and paging units in stock 

and 25% off all accessories. 

Motorola StarTRC 3000U 

Motorola U36ZO 

$1 gg_gg** 

··rt is no secret that the coa
lition was stitched together at 
the 11th hour and since then 
attempts to destabilise the 
coalition have not stopped. I 
have been ·watching and as
sessing various moves and 
will continue to do so," Sir 
Mekere said. 

"For the People's Demo
cratic Movement (PDM), its 
important for us to forge a 
coalition with leaders and par
ties with whom we are com
fortable and who we can rely 
on." 

Sir Mekere said the deci
sion to sack Pundari and his 
party was made with the full 
support of the PDM caucus. 

PORT MORESBY (Pacnews)
Environmental group, Greenpeace, 
has welcomed the Papua New 
Guinea (PNG) Government's an
nouncement that it will impose a 
moratorium on all new forest con
cession, extensions and plantations. 

Greenpeace's Sydney-based 
Forests Specialist, Brian Brunton, 
described the announcement as a 
"major development" in the 
struggle to protect the world's an
cient forests and bio-aiversiiy. 

According to Greenpeace, PNG 
has the largest intact tropical an
cient forests in the Asia-Pacific 
region and the third largest on the 
planet. 

It said almost half of PNG 'sac
cessible forests are already com
mitted to industrial logging. 

Greenpeace has urged the inter
national community to help the 
PNG Government achieve this 

· transformation of forest manage
ment. 

Meanwhile, a report just released 
by the environmental group titled" 
Buying Destruction: A Greenpeace 

The Choice is Clear. 

for more Information, 
call 235-PAGE 

Hew actiuations ad~ S' y r~ire~ Penal]J for eclly caocellatio11 ll.lnle supplies last. *$15 actiuation fee ap~ies. 
18 month confr~ required. **$25 actiuotilln fee ~~ies. 24 month confracf requierl on llarni plan or higher. 

report for corporate consumers of 
forest products" has shown how 20 
logging and wood trading compa
nies are controlling and destroying 
the world's remaining ancient for
ests, including those of the South 
Pacific. 

The report profiles 150 logging 
and wood trading companies ac
tive in the forests of PNG, Solomon 
Islands and other forested coun
tries of the world. 

It said in PNG, Malaysia's 
Rimbunan Hijau, is estimated to 
control around halfof the country's 
total timber production. Malaysian 
interests are reported to control 96 
percent of PNG Jogging conces
sions. 

Hijau is also present in Vanuatu, 
Solomon Islands, Brazil and Gabon 
in South Africa. 

Greenpeace spokesman, Grant 
Rosoman has called on the govern
ments of Solomon Islands and 
Papua New Guinea to come down 
hard on "these huge companies 
that are threatening the livelihoods 
of future generations." 

Vanuatu gets 
British grant 

PORT VILA (Pacnews) - The 
British government has provided 
more than 6 million Vatu 
(US$46,200) toward the rehabili
tation of the disaster stricken is
lands in the north central part of 
Vanuatu - namely Pentecost, 
Ambrym, Paama and Epi. 

Over a thousand families lost 
their homes and food crop gardens 
either buried by landslides or wiped 
out by a tsunami that was brought 
on by an earthquake two weeks 
ago. 

The British High Commission in 
Port Vila said the money came 
from the Department of Interna
tional DevelopmentinLondon, and 
had been channelled through the 
International Foundation of the Red 
Cross to the Vanuatu Red Cross 
Society. 

Disaster victims have received 
the money through tarpaulins, blan
kets, cooking utensils and medical 
supplies. Most of these items have 
been sent to the affected communi
ties by the Vanuatu Red Cross So
ciety. 

New Zealand's 
Cabinet named 
(Pacnews)-New Zealand's new 
Prime Minister, Helen Clark, has 
announced her new 26-member 
cabinet which she says is the most 
diverse in the country's history. 

It includes 11 women, four in
digenous Maori and a part Sa
moan. 

A week ago Ms Clark's Labour 
Party with the left-wing Alliance 
won 60 seats in the 120-seat as
sembly. As expected Alliance 
leader, Jim Anderton, has been 
named as deputy Prime Minister 
and minister for economic devel
opment. 

Labour deputy leader, Michael 
Cullen, will be finance minister. 

The new foreign minister will be 
Phil Goff. 
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RP sees traffic relief in T 
MANILA, Philippines (AP) 
- A private consortium be
gan public test runs Wednes
day of Manila's new dlrs 655 
million elevated train system, 
designed to fight some of 
Asia's worst traffic jams. 

"The system is ready," Rob
ert John Sobrepena, chairman 
of the Metro Rail Transit 
Corp., told reporters during a 
test of a portion of the I 6.8-
kilometer ( 1 Cl-mile) rail sys
tem built over one of the 
capital's busiest streets. 

The street, Epifania de Jos 
Santos Avenue - more popu
larly called EDSA - is well
known for its giant shopping 
malls, ritzy walled communi
ties for the wealthy elite, and 
for being the site of a popular 
revolt in 1986 that overthrew 
dictator Ferdinand Marcos. 

The train, the Metrostar Ex
press, is scheduled to begin 
regular service on Dec. 15. It 
travels more than 50 kilome
ters (30 miles) per hour, much 
faster than the 5-7 kilometer 
(3-5 mile) per hour average 
speed of traffic along EDSA, 
which carries more than 
300,000 vehicles a day. 

Up to a million passengers 
daily are expected to use the 
electric-powered trains, part 
of the Philippines' still-unsuc
cessful efforts to solve its hor
rific traffic jams, which have 
led to entrepreneurs selling car 
urinals and car video karaoke 
sets. 

Construction of the rail line 
was begun in 1995. But the 
system, originally set to open 
earlier this year, suffered 
months of delays, partly be
cause of a request by Manila 
Archbishop Cardinal Jaime 
Sin that the tracks be moved 
away from a Catholic shrine 
marking the spot of the 
"people power" revolt, which 
he helped lead. 

"That alone set us back by 
six months," Sobrepena said. 
The location of one of the 
line's 13 stations also had to 
be shifted after the govern
ment belatedly announced a 
plan to build a separate rail
way project there, he said. 

Government delays in relo
cating thousands of squatters 
at a planned depot and the need 
to circumvent the many over
passes and bridges along 
EDSA also complicated con
struction. 

When President Joseph 

Cardinal Jaime Sin 

Estrada, who has arthritis in 
one knee, inspected the rail
way last month, he had diffi
culty climbing a long flight of 
stairs to a station and ordered 
that all be equipped with es
calators, which are now under 
order from Japan. 

Manila has another elevated 
train line that was built during 
Marcos' administration in an 
older part of the metropolis of 
more than 8 million people 
but does. not serve the areas of 
recent development. 

Aside from monstrous traf
fic jams caused by construc
tion of the Metros tar Express, 

Christopher Dita operates one of the coaches of the Metrostar Express, 
Manila's latest overhead commuter train system, during its test run 
Wednesday. AP 

public criticism has centered 
on its fares, which many say 
are too expensive. A round
trip fare card, emblazoned 
with Estrada's picture and the 
words "EDSA for the masses,., 
costs up to 68 pesos($ 1.70). 
more than a third of the mini
mum daily wage for workers 
in the capital. 

··we're the ones who built 
this beautiful railway but we 
can't ride on it because it's 
too expensive," said civil en
gineer Asentista Bevejune, 
who worked for one year on 
the project. "I'll still' take the 
bus," he said. 

It makes good sense lo shop for !he hi9hest 
quality at lhelowest price, and ifs especially true 
in tough economic times. lhal's why so many 
CNMI government employees are turning to 
S!oyWell lnsuronce lo get !heir money's worih. 
StoyWell cuts the cast of health care without 
cutting the quality. · 

Only SloyWell offers conaprehensive 
medico\ & dental coverage at affordable 
low rates will, your choice of any doctor 
anywhere in tlie world PLUS these money-
soving features: -

I+\ _ Airfare Off-island 
'airj_dre lo selected hospitals when y~ 

••NE= have a cotastrophic illness,• 

· ~--.·,,~ Cash Refunds when 
~"''"" you slay healthy, 

' i 00% Coverage for 
inpatient care ct selected 
Cenlers of Excellence in 
Howoii; !he U.S. West Coast 
and the Philippines.•• 

· Whal's more, with SlayW'ell -- unlike other 
plans, no referTOI is needed before you see 
a specialist. · 

JOIN NOW! 
1\1\ake YOUR move to value - join StayWell today! 

If you're a CNMI government employee, 
now is the time to select your health plan. Ws 
easy to enroll - just call StayWell at 
233-4260/1 /2, or see your personnel 
office, or attend your deportmenfs open 
enrollment presentation. 

• All benefits are subjecl to lerms and conditions of your policy and pre-authorization by StayWell where required. 
••co-payments waived for covered benefits al affiliated off-lslar.d hospitals·- Centers of Excellence. Q 

Salpan S1ayWell Office: HANMI Bldg., Middle Road., Garapan, Saipan • Administered by: Davis Insurance Sell/ices, Inc.• Undeiwritten by: ZURICH 
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PHILIPPINES 

17 bodies recovered 
MANILA, Philippines (AP) 
- Rescuers recovered the 
bodies of all 17 people, in
cluding three foreign citizens, 
on board an airplane that 
slammed into a mountain in 
foggy weather on a flight to 
the northern Philippines, offi
cials said Wednesday. 

The twin-engine Asian 
Spirit plane to;k off from 
Manila Tuesday morning and 
was bound for Cauayan in 
Isabela province. about 280 
kilometers (175 miles) to the 
north. when it disappeared. 

Soldiers located the plane's 
wreckage late Tuesday on the 
side of a mountain in Kasibu 
in Nueva Vizcaya province 
after nearby vi 11 agers reported 
seeing a crash. 

Working through the night, 
they were able to recover all 
of bodies as of early Wednes
day, Asian Spirit spokes
woman Nanette Tero! said. 
The bodies were being carried 
down the mountain by hand 
because helicopters were un
able to land due to bad 
weather, airline officials said. 

The 15 passengers and two 
crew members aboard the 
Czech-built Let L-410 in
cluded a Japanese. a British 
passport holder from Hong 
Kong, and the plane's Fili
pino-American co-pilot, the 
airline said. 

The Japanese passenger, 
Koji Takuma, 47, from Oita 
prefecture, was project man
ager of a Sumitomo road con
struction project in Isabela, a 
Sumitomo official said. 

The airline identified the 
Filipino-American as Glenn 
de! Rosario and the British 
passport holder as Robert 
Sinnaott. Further details were 
not immediately available. 

Military officials said the 
plane slammed into the side 
of a mountain and plunged 
into a ravine. 

An unidentified sister (left) of Capt. 
Rolando Sa/andanan, the pilot of 
the ill-fated Asian Spirit plane, is 
comforted by an Asian Spirit offi
cial Wednesday. AP 

The Czechoslovakian-made Let L-410 passenger plane of Asian Spirit Airlines upon landing in Manila last 
Tuesday, Dec. 7, 1999. A similar plane with 15 passengers and two crew members on board, crashed in 
northern Philippines due to bad weather. AP 

"The initial description was 
that the wreckage looked like 
it had burned," said General 
Rodolfo Garcia, commander 
of the army's 5th Infantry. 

In its last radio contact, the 
plane reported it was about 95 
kilometers (60 miles) out of 
Manila, said Florante Morales 
of Manila's Air Transporta
tion Office. Nothing appeared 
abnormal at that time, he said. 

The pilots were experienced 

with the route, which goes 
over a mountain range, Asian 
Spirit officials said. Rain and 
cloudy weather were reported 
along the way, and Cauayan 's 
airport was temporarily closed 
Tuesday morning because of 
bad visibility. 

Asian Spirit began operat
ing in 1996 after the liberal
ization of the Philippine air
line industry. It specializes in 
low-volume domestic routes 

and has nine planes, including 
the one that crashed. 

Several of the country's new 
airlines have been dogged with 
safety- and maintenance-re
lated problems. 

Last year, a Cebu Pacific 
DC-9 jet crashed near the top 
of a fog-shrouded mountain 
in the southern Philippines, 
killing all 104 people aboard 
in the Philippines' worst air 
disaster. 
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RP to seek 3-month 
extension from IMF 
CEBU, Philippines (AP)-The 
Philippine government will seek 
a three-month extension to its two
year, $ 1.4 billion International 
Monetary Fund precautionary 
borrowing program which is set 
to expire next March, an official 
said Wednesday. 

Central Bank Governor Rafael 
Buenaventura said the govern
ment is expected to fail to meet its 
1999 budget deficit target of 85.3 
billion pesos ($ 2. I billion). The 
budget target is one of the key 
indicators watched by the IMF 
under the Philippine loan pro
gram. 

"Clearly, we need to extend the 
program in order to complete the 
requirements," Buenaventura said 
on the sidelines of a conference 
hosted by the Philippine Central 
Bank and the IMF, attended by 
senior central bank officials from 
the Asia-Pacific region. 

The Philippines has been un
able to avail itself of at least dlrs · 
300 million from the dlrs 1.4 bil
lion standby credit under the IMF 
program. 

Buenaventura said the delay in 
accessing the funds was due to ihe 
IMF's concerns over the impact 
of the country's deteriorating bud-

Man withdraws . 
life savings due.·. 
to Y2K, butloses · 
all to robbers 

MANILA, Philippines (AP) 
-A retired Filipino withdrew 
his life's savings from the 
bank because he feared losing 
it to the Y2K bug, but lost it 
instead to robbers, police said 
Wednesday. 

Faustino Timbol reported to 
police that two men slipped 
into his house early Wednes
day in Navotas, part of metro
politan Manila, and robbed 
him of his 2 million peso ($ 
50,000) in cash plus 300,000 
pesos (£ 7,500) in jewelry. 

Timbol, 61, who retired re
cently as a supervisor in the 
Department of Public Works 
and Highways, told police he 
withdrew all his savings be
cause he feared losing it if the 
millennium bug affected his 
bank. 

Police said one of the sus
pects resembled a resident of 
Timbol's neighborhood. 

The Y2 K bug can cause 
computers programed to read 
only the last two digits of a 
year to malfunction when the 
calendar changes to 2000, pos
si b, y damaging financial 
records. 

The government says the 
Philippine banking sector is 
fully prepared for the millen
nium change. 

It has advised the public not 
to panic and prepare like "a 
typhoon is coming," with 
enough cash and supplies for 
about two weeks' needs. 

get deficit, and with the 
government's fiscal position in 
2000 and beyond. 

"The IMF isn't really concerned 
with this year's budget deficit 
because 1999 is nearly over," 
Buenaventura said. "What con
cerns the IMF is whether or nor 
we can meet our budget deficit 
targets for the coming years." 

tax collection. 
A wider-than-expected bud

get deficit this year is expected 
to derail the government's tar
get of a 62.5 bill ion peso ($ l .5 
billion) deficit in 2000 and fur
ther delay payments from the 
IMF. 

The government posted a bud
get deficit of 96.804 billion pesos 
($ 2.4 billion) in the first IO months 
of 1999, well over the full-year 
target, largely because of weak 

The government recently said 
it will delay to 2003 its target of 
achieving a balanced budget from 
the initial 2002 goal. The Philip
pine has so far drawn $ 733 mil
lion from the IMF standby credit 
program. 

Protesters gathernext to a cone-shaped U.S. flag during a rally outside 
the U.S. Embassy in Mam,a Tuesday. AP 
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HAll=A ADAI DELI BAKERY'S 

• 18 TO 20 lbs. TURKEYW/ 
STUFFING & GRAVY 

• 9 inch PUMPKIN PIE 

• 1 DOZEN DINNER ROLL 

Roast Ham with Glaze 
16 to 1 Bibs $69·99 

HAM 
PROVIDED 

BYUS 

Turkey w/ Stuffing 
1 Oto 141bs $14·99 
15 to 1 ?lbs $19·99 
18 to 201bs $24·99 

We are selling 
Roasted Pig (Lechon) 

ORDER TWO DAYS IN ADVANCE 

from25 $3.50 /lb. to 40 lbs 

Chopped/ Cut-up lechon 

$4099 /Iba 

Ham with Glaze 

15 to 171bs s19.s9 
18 to 201bs s24.99 

HAFA ADAI DELI BAKERY 
Hafa Adai Shopping Center, Garapan 

Tel_: 234-6406 
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Japan stocks, dollar down 
TOKYO (AP) - Profit-tak
ing and worry over the yen's 
rise against the U.S. dollar 
drove Tokyo share prices 
down on Wednesday. The 
greenback slipped slightly 
against the Japanese currency. 

The benchmark 225-issue 
Nikkei Stock Average shed 
192. 76 points. or 1.04 per-

$10 PHONE CARDS 
for $7 

Selling Limited Quantities 
30 minutes to the Philippines 

23 minutes to Japan 
40 minutes to Mainland USA, 

Guam & Canada 
Call 233-3990 

cent, to 18,401.20 at the end 
of afternoon trading. On Tues
day, the average closed up 
86.76 points, or 0.47 percent. 
The U.S. dollar bought l 02.80 
yen at 5 p.m. (0800 GMT) 
Wednesday, down 0.04 yen 
from I 02. 84 yen Tuesday, but 
above its late New York level 
of 102.32 yen overnight. The 
dollar traded in a tight range 
of 102.32 yen to I 02.85 yen. 

In stock trading, prices 
moved lower following falls 
in New York stocks on Tues
day. 

Investors may have been 
motivated to sell to lock in 
profits after big share price 
rises this year, especially in 
technology stocks. Others may 
simply have been closing po
sitions ahead of the year end. 

"Many investors are look
ing to end trading by the end 
of this week or next week," 
said David Shirt, an equity 
salesman at Jardine Fleming 
Securities. "Investors are 

CARS O I PLATE NO. . COLOR RETAIL PRICE 

95 4 DR S10 CHEROKEE ABJ-668 

963 DR A FORD WINDSTAR ABZ-332 

963 DR A FORD WINDSTAR ABZ-342 

96 4 DR A ESCORT ABZ-282 

964 ORA ESCORT ABZ-272 

96 4 DR A ESCORT ABZ-262 

96 4 DR A ESCORT ABZ-252 

,.; 4 DR A ESCORT ABZ-232 

JEEP 

Silver 

FORD 

Blue 

Green 

Red 

Red 

Red 

Red 

Purple 

HONDA 

96 3 DR STD [ll'CDXl!llQEJ~ ABC-960 Silver 

96 3 DR A CiV~ OX f.lTCr:ACK ABC-950 Black 

:,; 2 OR STD c::,; DXC:~?t ABC-970 Red 

TOYOTA 

96 2 DR STD TERCEL ABV-292 Silver 

rii2 DR STD TERCEL ABV-322 Silver 

~2 ll1STD4WD PIGKJJPTR ABZ-151 Red 

NISSAN 

$15,250 

$16,145 

$16,145 

$9,530 

$9,540 

$9,405 

$9,405 

$9,465 

$10,100 

$10,705 

S10,705 

$8,650 

$8,475 

$13,530 

,.;4~.lASENTRA ABF-875 Beige $9,725 

96 4 DR A SENTRA ABV-372 Rub'j Prl $10,325 

MITSUBISHI 

96 4 DR A MIRAGE ABV-352 Blue $9,015 

$10,995 

$12,195 

$12,195 

$6,295 

$6,295 

$6,295 

$6,295 

$6,295 

$7,295 

$7,695 

$8,495 

$5,895 

$5,795 

$9,695 

$6,895 

$6,895 

$6,195 

LOWEST PRICES lil!i1}f,? car Sales 
ON ISLAND 288-0042 • 234-8336 

looking to take money off the 
table as we go through the Y2K 
period." 

Early in the session, many 
investors retreated to the side
lines amid worry over the di
rection of the Japanese cur
rency against the dollar. 

Finance Minister Kiichi 
Miyazawa said Wednesday 
morning that Japan is ready to 
take action to prevent a pre
m at ure and disruptive 
strengthening in the yen. 

Japanese officials have said 
the rapid surge in the yen's 
value will make the country's 
exports too expensive over
seas, hampering Japan's bud
ding recovery from its worst 
economic slowdown in de
cades. 

High-flying stocks of 1999 
that gave up ground included 
Sony, Kyocera, Hitachi, 
Toshiba and Mitsubishi Elec
tric. Rising were shares of 
NEC, which said Wednesday 
it will lease some of its semi
conductor production equip
ment, and Fujitsu. 

News from Wall Street put a 
damper on Tokyo trading. The 
Dow Jones industrial average 
fell 118.36 points, or 1 per
cent, to 11,106.65 at 
Tuesday's close. The decline 
wanhe Dow's steepest since 
Oct. 25. 

The broader Tokyo Stock 
Price Index of all issues listed 
on the first section fell 11.07 
points, or 0.68 percent, to 
close at 1,621.07. The TO PIX 

>«)' 

closed down 0.66 points, or 
0.04 percent, the day before. 

Retreats outnumbered ad
vances 793 to 431, while 122 
issues were unchanged. Vol
ume on the First Section of 
the Tokyo Stock Exchange 
was estimated at 591 million 
shares, only slightly below the 
605 million shares traded 
Tuesday. 

In other currencies, the euro 
was traded in late afternoon 
dealings at 105.70 yen, up 
from 105. JO yen late Tuesday 
in Tokyo. The yield on the 
benchmark I 0-year Japanese 
government bond fell to 
1.7400 percent from 
Tuesday's finish of 1.7800 
percent. Its price rose 0.35 
point to 101.3 6. 

Japanese children peer through the glass of a Christmas window display in the Ginza shopping district of 
Tokyo Monday. Japan's Economic Planning Agency announced a 1.0 percent fall in the country's July
September gross domestic product (GDP), attributing much of the drop to a decline in consumer spending. 
AP 
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Pokemon steals Christmas 
TOKYO (AP)-Like just about 
every other I 0-year-old in Japan, 
Yasuyo Nakatani 's son is addicted 
to Pikachu. For an hour or two 
each day, the Pokemon character 
has him under its spell. She fears 
it will hurt his eyes or stunt his 
education. But what is a mother at 
the epicenter of the Pokemon 
empire to do? 

That's easy - stock up before 
Christmas. "Ifhe plays too much, 
his eyes hurt and he doesn't 
study," Nakatani said, her arms 
loaded with a bag full of presents 
from Tokyo's Pokemon Center. 

"But ifhe leaves home without 
his Pokemon Game Boy, he gets 
bored." Since its debut in 1996 as 
a software game by Nintendo Co., 
the Pokemon phenomenon has 
swollen intoa$7 billion multime
dia juggernaut that spans every
thing from television shows to 
trading cards, and is spreading 
across the globe. 

In Japan, it is already defining 
the end of the millennium for 
millions of kids. And, for adults, 
Pokemon's success has become 
something of a matter of national 
pride. "Pokemon is the place to 
be," said Lisa Spicer, an analyst at 
West LB Securities Pacific, Ltd. 
"It's definitely the dominant force 
in the toy industry." 

Nowhere is that more obvious 
thanatthePokemonCenter, which 
though tucked away on a back 
street behind Tokyo Station is 

EUMATIC TIRE, 
ONE PIECE. . ... 

LID WOOD HANDLE . 

Homelite" 
Simpl)' Rt·liahle. 

Japanese parents try to get their son to finish playing at the Pokemon Center in Tokyo. SJnce its deby~ in 
1996 as a software game by Nintendo Co., the Pokemon phenomenon has turned into a $7 b1//1on 
international empire. AP 

easily identifiable by the lines 
outside- stretching 400people or 
so deep on weekends. 

Along with the standard soft
ware, trading cards and action fig
ures, the store carries Pokemon 
mouse pads, 

Pokemon cookies, Pokemon 
spatulas, Pokemon chopsticks. 
There are 151 Pokemon charac
ters, ranging from Diglett, a tiny 
mole-like character, toOnix, with 
a face that looks like a rock. Each 

4 CUBIC FT. 

31.9 
5 CUBIC FT. 

39"· ~ 
\t /'1 ';z} 

Ii ....:i, ,., •. •, 

monster - a misnomer actually, 
since most of the characters are 
deliberately cute - has its own 
powers, which can be enhanced 
or changed to battle its opponents. 

That means kids have to 
strategize. And therein lies a large 
part of the game's appeal: It makes 
kids think. And they seem to like 
it, even trading cards to get differ
ent monsters so they can try out 
new combat techniques. 

There were concerns that the 

1-3/4" X 36n X 8011 
Various Designs 

game wouldn't do as well in the 
United States as in Japan because 
it requires so much concentra
tion, Gail Tilden, vice president 
of Nintendo America, said at a 
recent news conference in Tokyo. 

So much for that fear. Pokemon 
is expected to account for 20 per
cent of all Christmas toy sales in 
the United States this year. Its 
star, the cuddly but deadly 
Pikachu, has graced the covers of 
both Time and the New Yorker. 

Sales of Pokemon stuff in Ja
pan alone added up to $5.85 bil
lion last year. And the expansion 
of the Pokemon menagerie to for
eign markets - it already has a 
billion-dollar niche in the United 
States - has been closely watched, 
and loudly cheered, by many Japa
nese. 

But the true significance of 
Pokemon may transcend mere 
sales figures. Just now getting out 
from under its worst slowdown 
since World War II, Japan's 
economy - and fabled corporate 
competitiveness - has lost the 
shine it once had. 

So Pokemon's invasion of 
America is seen by many as evi
dence that Japan may be down, 
but certainly isn't out. 

And more is in store. Pokemon 
fans inJ apan started reserving cop
ies of the latest Pokemon game, 
''Kingin," two months before its 
Nov. 21 debut, grabbing all 1.8 
million copies at $37 a piece. 

The company is now rushing 
out more copies to meet the Christ
mas crush. Nintendo spokesmen 
say the game will hit shelves in 
the United States just in time for 
next year's holiday season. 

This summer, Warner Brothers 
will release a new Pokemon movie 
in the United States. The third 
movie, "Pichu and Pikachu," will 
be launched in Japan at the same 
time and probably make its way 
to the United States in 200 I. 
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Mongolia, South Korea 
sign defense cooperation 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -
Mongolia and South Korea signed 
an agreement Wednesday that 
calls for cooperation in military 
training and other exchanges, the 
Defense Ministry said. 

The agreement was signed by 
Mongolian Defense Minister 
Sharavdorj Tuvdendorj and his 
South Korean counterpart, Cho 
Sung-tae. at the end of a two-hour 
meeting. . 

Cho also explained South 
Korea's policy of engaging the 
isolated communist N011h Korea 
and Tuvdendorj expressed 
Mongolia's full support, the min
istry said. 

··The peace and stability on 
the Korean peninsula should 
be kept. Mongolia will do what 
it can for that," the ministry 
quoted Tuvdendorj as telling 
Cho. Tuvdendorj arrived in 
South Korea on Tuesday for a 

four-day visit. He planned to 
pay a courtesy call on Foreign 
Minister Hong Soon-young 
and visit military bases and 
weapons plants. 

The visit, the first by 
Mongolia's defense chief, fol
lows that of Mongolian Prime 
Minister R. Amarjargal, who 
came to Seoul last month to 
strengthen economic and trade 
links. 

The two countries have agreed 
on joint development of some 
of Mongolia's rich natural re
sources and to establish regular 
flights between Seoul and Ulan 
Bator. 

Mongolia and North Korea have 
had diplomatic relations since 
1948, when Mongolia was still 
communist. But their relations 
have soured since Ulan Bator es
tablished formal ties with Seoul 
in 1990. 

Watch & Sunglo,ss Outlet Store 

'ticARONEL 
Quality Timepieces &: Accessories 

Dec. 10-14, 1999 

Esprit all 
Joe Boxer all 
Nautica all 
Opex Snoopy all 

$49 
$19 
$39 
$29 
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Swatch all 
Boy London all 
Marie Clair all 
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Rayban all 
Killer Loop all 
C. Dior all 

$35 
$35 
$39 

Arnet all 
Nikon all 
Gucci all 

Store Hours: 10:00AM - 9:00PM 

$19 
$19 
$49 

$12 
$29 
$39 

2nd Floor La Fiesta San Roque Shopping Center 

South Korean labor union workers scuffle with riot police officers after their anti-government rally demanding 
freer labor activity, near the Natioanal Assembly in Seoul Wednesday. AP 

Head of Islamic group to 
lead Malaysia opposition 
KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia 
(AP) - The head of a fundamen
talist Islamic party that achieved 
unprecedented success in the re
cent general elections was chosen 
to the top opposition post in Par
liament, an opposition leader said 
Wednesday. 

Fadzil Noor, the president of 
the Pan-Malaysian Islamic Party, 
or PAS, was given the post after a 
three-hour meeting held by lead
ers of the four-party Alternative 
Front. 

"We chose Fadzil Noor as the 
opposition leader. His party won 
the most number of seats for the 
opposition," National Justice 

· PartypresidentAzizah Ismailtold 
the AP. 

Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohamad's ruling coalition re
tained power in Parliament by 
grabbing 148 of the 193 seats in 
the Nov. 29 polls, but Fadzil's 
orthodox Islamic party retained 
the northern state ofKelantan and 

for the first time won another state, 
neighboring Terengganu. 

PAS more than tripled its par
liamentary seats from eight to 27 
in the vote. 

Its yield outnumbered the total 
number of seats garnered by the 
other parties in the Alternative 
Front, including the predomi
nantly Chinese Democratic Ac
tion Party, Azizah 's Nationa!Jus
tice Party, and a small multiethnic 
group called the Malaysian 
People's Party. 

Azizah, who chaired the three
hour meeting and moved the pro
posal, said that although the party 
chiefs unanimously elected Fadzil 
to the position, the proposal still 
needed to be endorsed by other 
MPs once Parliament was recon
vened. 

Days after winning, PAS has 
caused much controversy among 
the Alternative Front coalition 
members as well as many Malay
sians by announcing it will close 

gambling and entertainment cen
ters in Terengganu and ban the 
sale oflottery tickets and alcohol. 

PAS has also sparked fury over 
its latest move to impose a new 
tax of up to 10 percent, called 
"kharaj," on non-Muslim busi
nesses in the northeastern state. 

Mahathir allies have capitalized 
on the furor by claiming that PAS 
would harm all non-Muslims. 

On Wednesday, Azizah said the 
issue had been "blown out of pro
portion" by coverage from the 
government-friendly newspapers. 
"The kharaj tax is just a proposal," 
she said. "It has yet to be dis
cussed by everyone involved and 
it certainly won't be implemented 
yet." 

Malaysia's 22 million people 
are made up of a 60 percent Mus
lim Malay majority and minori
ties of ethnic Chinese, who are 
mostly Bt1ddhist and Christian, 
and Indians, who are mostly 
Hindu. 

··--=.=.:., .:~-.:.-

OECD: Japan must 
increase sales tax 
TOKYO (AP)-Three years 
after a consumption tax hike 
sank the Japanese economy, 
the government may have to 
raise the levy again to pay for 
its stimulus packages, an Or
ganization of Economic Co
operation and· Development 
official said Wednesday. 

"The deficit isn't going to 
come down by itself, so it's 
necessary to cut spending and 
increase taxes, including the 
consumption tax," said Yutaka 
Imai, a senior OECD econo
mist. 

While Japan's economy has 
started to rebound, growth 
won't be strong enough to gen
erate enough cash to repay the 
debt, Imai said. The OECD 
forecasts that Japan's 
economy will grow 1.5 per-

Indonesia to 
' ' 

opentrad~-
office in Gaza 

JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) 
- Indonesia is to strengthen 
economic ties with the Pales
tinian Authority and will open 
a trade office in Gaza, Presi
dent Abdurrahman Wahid said 
Wednesday. 

Wahid 's announcement fol
lows a barrage of criticism 
against his earlier proposal to 
set up an Indonesian trade of
fice in Israel. 

Indonesia is the world's 
most populous Islamic coun
try. Although a revered Mus
lim leader, Wahid wants to 
end Indonesia's long-standing 
trade ban against the Jewish 

state. 
That proposal raised con

cern among Palestine leaders 
and was roundly condemned 
by Muslim groups in Indone
sia, even though Wahid re
peatedly stressed there were 
no plans to establish diplo
matic ties with Israel. 

Wahid told a panel of senior 
legislators Wednesday that he 
would personally open the 
trade office in Gaza. He would 
also visit Saudi Arabia and 
Egypt, but did not say when 
he would travel. 

Last month Wahid toured the 

cent in the fiscal year ending 
March 31, as consumer spend
ing starts to rebound and con
tinued growth in the United 
States and Europe increases 
demand for Japanese goods 
such as cars and stereos. 

Japan's debt this year will 
balloon to a record 3 8. 6 tri I
lion yen ($374.8 billion) with 
the expected passage this week 
of an 18-trillion-yen spending 
plan to help the economy grow 
0.5 percent. 

The government has increas
ingly had to borrow to pay for 
the additional public works 
and other projects because 
high unemployment has 
sapped tax revenues. 

Japan's debt is among the 
highest in the world as a per
centage of gross domestic 

product, a measure of all goods 
and services produced in a 
country. 

Yet any attempt to increase 
the consumption tax would 
probably meet stiff resistance 
in Parliament. The govern
ment boosted the tax to 5 per
cent from 3 percent in April 
1997, spiking consumer de
mand and sending Japan into 
its worst recession in decades. 

Larger taxes on cons ump-. 
tion will become increas
ingly necessary as the aging 
of Japan's population cu ts 
into the number of wage earn
ers, reducing income tax re
ceipts, said Andrew Shipley, 
senior economist at 
Schroders (Japan) Ltd. Any 
tax increase isn't likely soon, 
though. 

Singaporean Prime Minister ~oh Cho~ Tong (left) shak_e~ hanqs with 
his Japanese counterpart Ke1zo Obuch1 at the latter's offlc1al residence 
in Tokyo Wednesday. Goh is on a five-day visit to Japan. AP 
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Shop Early for Best Selection 
Save Now on Christmas Gifts 

INVENTORY: Watches, Clocks, Alarm Clocks, CDs, Cassettes, Videos, Radios, TVs, Stereos, Phones, Cal
culators, Data Banks, Cables, Connectors, CB Radios, Typewriters, Car Stereos, Speakers, Distillers, Head
phones, Toys, Antennas, Car Alarms, Accessories and More 

EQUIPMENT & FURNISHINGS: Showcases, Display Racks, Storage Racks, File Cabinets, Bulk Gift Wrap/ 
Bows & Cutter, Counters, Signs, 2 Large Safes, Watch Service Package with tools & large inventory of 
batteries and bands. Electronic Service Package with oscilloscope/soldering station/meters/cabinets with 
large inventory of ICs and other parts, and More. Subject to pre-sale; deliverable upon availability not later 

than 12/19/99. 

Commercial Buyers Welcomed 
EJttendedl hours Dec. 9-19: 9-9 carny, 9-7 Sundays 

Dec. 10-16 70°/o OFF 
Original Price 

Dec. 17-19 70o/o + OFF 
Make an offer 
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In Thailand 

30,000 to get royal pardon 
BANGKOK, Thailand (AP)
The first of about 30,000 con
victs eligible for a royal amnesty 
will be released from jail Friday, 
Thai prison officials announced. 

The mass release will include 
drug abusers but not drug deal-

10-14 LB. 

ers, reported the newspaperThe 
Nation, quotingPrakitKrissana, 
chief legal counselor of the cor
rections department. 

Many if not most of the for
eigners in Thai prisons have 
been convicted of trafficking 
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charges and would thus not be 
eligible for release. Prisoners 
convicted of serious crime are 
also not eligible for release, but 
could have their sentences re
duced, he said. 

On a case-by-case basis, con
victs on death row could have 
their sentences changed to life 
imprisonment, and those facing 
life in jail have their terms com
muted to 40 years. 

The amnesty marks the 72nd 
birthday of King Bhumibol 
Adulyadej this past Sunday, and 
came into effect the same day. 

It is a tradition for large num
bers of prisoners to be released 

and others have their sentences 
reduced to mark the birthdays 
of Thailand's highly popular 
king. 

The categories of prisoners 
eligible for release is tightly de
fined, and each case will be 
screened by special review com
mittees set up at each of the 
country's more than I 00 pris
ons, Prakit said. 

One high-profile foreigner, a 
German businessman at the cen
ter of a bribery scandal, is among 
those expected to be released, 
according to newspaper reports. 

Wolfgang Ullrich was con
victed of illegally importing a 

yacht into Thailand, and was 
imprisoned when he failed to 
pay a 79 million baht ($ 2.1 
million) fine. 

Ullrich was at the center of a 
political scandal early this year 
when he was accused of paying 
bribes to officials to be allowed 
to enter Thailand freely, despite 
being on a blacklist because of 
suspected underworld connec
tions. 

The German government has 
reportedly begun extradition 
proceedings against UMrich be
cause it wants to try him on 
charges of swindling and em
bezzling in a charity scam. 

Villagers from ~uy Xuyen district trudge through flooded waters carrying the food relief they received from 
the Red Cross m Duy Vmh village m Quang Nam province, central Vietnam Tuesday. AP 

Cambodian official resigns 
PHNOM PENH, Cambodia 
(AP) - A controversial 
member of Cambodia's Na
tional Election Committee 
announced his resignation 
Wednesday, a week after the 
opposition threatened to boy
cott local-level polls if the 
committee remained stacked 
with ruling party loyalists. 

Committee member Tea 
Chamrath, a former defense 
minister, said in a statement 
that he was stepping down to 
embark on an unspecified 
··new mission." 

He did not elaborate and 
could not be reached for com
ment. Tea Chamrath broke 
from the royalist 
FUNCINPEC party after 
strongman Hun Sen 's coup 
against his co-premier and the 
party's leader, Prince 

Norodom Ranariddh, in 1997. 
He was later named the roy

alists' NEC representative 
while the party's core leader
ship was living in exile. 

Opposition leaders cried 
foul, saying the selection of a 
royalist defector was an obvi
ous effort by Hun Sen 's ruling 
party to stack the NEC with 
its loyalists ahead of last 
year's national election. 

Hun Sen' s party won the 
election - declared "reason
ably free and fair" by foreign 
observers - but the opposi
tion accused the NEC of con
spiring to magnify a narrow 
victory into an absolute ma
jority in parliament. 

Opposition leader Sam 
Rainsy declared last week that 
his party would boycott local
level elections planned for 

next year unless signi fie ant 
changes were made to the 
election committee. 

If the election is held, it will 
dismantle the last single-party 
governing structure left over 
from the communist government 
that stepped down from power 
in 1991 after a U .N .-brokered 
peace agreement. 

Election monitoring groups 
have urged the government 
to replace the current 1 !
member NEC with a new 
five-member committee. 

Under the proposal, King 
· Norodom Sihanouk would se
lect the committee president, 
non-political organizations 
would choose the vice presi
dent and the remainino- mem
bers would be draw~ from 
the three political parties with 
seats in parliament. 

T 

The l:!ttention-drawing signboard at the entrance of Juannet Torres' 
total image parlor shop. 

By Rene P. Acosta 
Variety News Staff 

WHEN you put up a business, 
there sometimes is a reason for it 
other than money. 

For Juannet Torres, or Juanny 
as she's more popularly known 
by friends and customers, it is 
community service. 

This is why after five years, 
Juanny'sHairSalon, Torres's first 
and only shop on As Lito, Saipan 
is stronger than ever, still con
tinuing to attract a growing num
ber of clientele. 

"It's my way of community 
service," saysJuannyon why she 
put up the salon. One lady cus
tomer, whom the owner was per
sonally servicing when the beauty 
shop was visited agreed. 

"Community service. It's her 
service to the community," she 
said. 

Torres believes that thrust 
which continuously serves as the 
guiding light of her business is the 
reason why the beauty salon has 
become successful. 

Juanny's Hair Salon, which is 
complimented by four beauty ex
perts including the owner, who is 
herself a great stylist, opened on 

Nov. 4, 1994, but had its grand 
opening on Dec. 11 of the same 
year. 

Torres, 35, said the growth of 
her business for the past five years 
was amazing, as it continues to 
pick up and attract more custom
ers. 

"When they (customers) come, 
they don't know what to do with 
themselves, but when they go out 
of the parlor, they are already 
completely different persons," 
said Juanny. 

Looking back, Juanny says that 
like any other budding entrepre
neur, she was fearful that her busi
ness will not succeed. 

Now, the owner says she wants 
the business to still grow as it 
further upgrades its services and 
products. 

The salon business is not new 
to Juanny. Back in Guam, she 
also had a beauty parlor which 
she co-owned with a niece. 

Juanny, thedaughterofMr. and 
Mrs. Francisco and Dorothea 
Garrido of Mangilao, Guam, is 
married to Commonwealth Ports 
Authority Fire Chief Stanley C. 
Torres Jr., son of Congressman-
elect Stanley Sr. ~ 

RP to receive $10-M in 
US military assistance 

By Rene P. Acosta 
Variety News Staff 

PHILIPPINE Ambassador to the 
United States Ernesto Maceda has 
disclosed that the Philippines is to 
receive from the U.S. some $10 
million in security assistance for 
the next two years including the 
current fiscal yearaside from vari
ous types of military equipment. 

The cash and defense equip
ment including UH- IH type heli
copters, A-4 aircrafts, amphibi
ous landing craft or other types of 
naval vessels, will be given to the 
Philippines following the passage 
of the State Department Authori
zation Act. 

Section 1308, or the security 
assistance to the Philippines, es
tablished the US policy to trans
fer excess defense articles to the 
country and authorized $5 mil
lion in foreign military financing 
for fiscal years 2000 and 200 I . 

The governing section also en-

couraged Clinton to transfer to 
RP on a grant basis military chop
pers. aircraft, and naval vessels 
that "may become available un
der the excess defense articles 
program." 

It explicitly stated that for the 
naval ships, the US may give 
amphibious landing craft, naval 
patrol vessels (including those 
types of ships that are being used 
by the coast guard), and other 
naval vessels such as frigates "if 
such vessels are available." 

Likewise, it said thatthe "United 
States should not oppose the trans
ferofF-5 aircraft by a third world 
country to the Government of the 
Philippines." 

A related Non-Binding "State
mentofManagers" which accom
panied the Fiscal Year 2000 For
eign Operations Appropriations 
Bill said that "the renewed secu
rity relationship between the Phil-

Contmued on page 42 
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Juanny's Hair Salon owner Juannet Torres, is flanked by four assistants inside her beauty shop in As Uta. 
Photos by Rene P. Acosta 

In Celebration of our 5th Year Anniversary 
We would like t? thank all our valued customers, friends, and family 

for your continued patronage and support that you have given 
us for the past 5 years. 

We will continue to provide the quality service and satisfaction 
that you deserve as our customer. 

Thank You and Si Yu'us Ma' ase. 

FROM NOW UNTIL DECEMBER 31 ST 
15% OFF ON COLORS AND PERMS. 
35% OFF ON THE FIRST SET OF FIBER GLASS OR 
ACRYLIC NAILS (A $40 VALUE FOR ONLY $25). 
HOLIDAY PACKAGE DEAL WORTH $125 FOR ONLY $90: 
HAIRCUT, STYLE, MANICURE, PEDICURE, 
1-HOUR FULL BODY MASSAGE, AND A 
1-HOUR DEEP CLEANSING FACIAL. 
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Border alert for bin Laden 
BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) -
A1111y units in northeastern Thai
land have been put on alert to 
watch for terror suspect Osama 
bin Laden following reports he 
may be planning to attack the 
U.S. Embassy in neighboring 
Cambodia. 

A Thai a1111y intelligence of-

ficer near the border, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said there 
had been no sign of bin Laden or 
his followers in the area, where 
rumors last month suggested they 
may be setting up a training base 
with help from Thai Muslim sepa
ratists. 

"'We don't know for sure," the 

officer said ... It can be a rumor, 
but we must be on alert and watch 
for him." 

Under the rumored scenario, 
bin Laden, whom the United 
States accuses of bombing U.S. 
embassies in Africa in 1998, 
would be setting up a base near 
the borders of Thailand, Laos and 

Cambodia and planning a strike 
against the U.S. Embassy in 
Phnom Penh. 

Security has been stepped up at 
the embassy, but there is no indi
cation the rumors are true. U.S. 
Embassy officials in Bangkok said 
on condition of anonymity that 
there was no new info1111ation to 
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Bin Laden 

confi1111 that bin Laden was in the 
region. 

"It's just best to take precau
tions," said Col. Somkuan 
Saenpattaranettr, spokesman for 
the Thai a1111y. Bin Laden, a Saudi 
exile believed to be living in Af
ghanistan, is accused by the 
United States of masterminding 
last year's U.S. embassy bomb
ings in Kenya and Tanzania. The 
explosions killed 224 people. 

The Thai-Cambodian border 
has been the historical base of 
Cambodian gueffilla groups. 
Though none are operational now, 
the border remains a remote, law
less area strewn with land mines 
and exploited by smugglers. 

Thailand's Muslim separatists 
occasionally explode small 
bombs, but their operations are 
confined to the extreme south 
along the border with Malaysia, 
where they have ethnic and reli
gious ties. 

Opium.now . . 
grown1n 
Thailand 
year-round 
BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) -
Modem farming methods now 
allow the opium poppy, once cul
tivated only in winter, to grow all 
year round, a Thai army drug ex
pert said Wednesday. 

Lt. Col. Charnchai 
Noppawongse, head of the army's 
special opium destruction center 
based in northern Thailand, told 
The Associated Press that better 
irrigation systems and fertilizers 
have enabled hill tribes in the area 
to grow opium poppies year
round. 

Mainland Southeast Asia is one 
of the leading sources for opium, 
the raw ingredient of heroin. 
Thailand's opium production is 
relatively low compared to its 
neighbor, Myanmar, also known 
as Burma, one of the world's big
gest producers of opium and 
heroin. 

Eradication and crop substitu
tion programs mean less -land is 
used to grow opium, Charnchai 
said, but production has not 
dropped at the same rate because 
of the increase in yield. 

Lt. Col. Thawee Chaleewamn. 
heud of the survey team at the 
anti-drug center. said the army 
expects to eliminate opium culti
vation from the northern moun
tain region within five years. 
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Despite WTO debacle, says !LO 

Worker rights still top priority 
PHNOM PENH, Cambodia 
(AP) - International Labor 
Organization officials insisted 
Wednesday that workers' 
rights remain a top priority 
for Asian economies despite 
clashes over the issue during 
the World Trade Organization 
summit in Seattle. 

Massive demonstrations and 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
could not convince develop
ing countries to put workers' 
rights on the WTO agenda last 
week. but they did succeed in 
bringing the issue to the fore
front, said Kari Tapiola, a 
rights specialist with the ILO. 

'"If there is frustration that 
the current mechanism that we 
have for dealing with labor 
rights ... is not sufficiently 
strong, by all means it is logi
cal to try to strengthen it," 
Tapiola said in an interview. 

Wealthy nations such as the 
United States contend that 
tougher labor regulations are 
needed in world trade agree
ments because developing 
countries' lax standards 
amount to an unfair trade ad
vantage. 

Developing countries be
lieve that cheap labor is one 
of their few comparative ad
vantages and do not want the 
issue taken from the ILO and 
put under the purview of the 
WTO, which can impose sanc
tions on trade violations. 

A proposal for the WTO and 
the ILO to form a joint com
mission on labor-trade issues 
went nowhere when talks col
lapsed in Seattle, but Tapiola 
insisted that the shortcomings 
of the WTO summit have not 
hampered the work of the 
Geneva-based ILO. 

"Independent of whatever 
happens on the trade side of 
the multilateral system, the 
ILO will continue the promo
tion of core labor standards," 
he said. 

"The fact that there is not 
agreement in Seattle, if any
thing, it underlines the impor
tuncc of us doing this work 
properly in the ILO ... 

!LO officials have gathered 
in the Cambodian capital this 
week along with government. 
business and labor represen
tatives from more than 20 
Asian nations for a regional 
seminar on workers' rights. 

ILO Regional Director 
Mitsuko Horiuchi said at the 
opening of the seminar that 
the financial crisis thaterupled 
in Asia in 1997 gave an unex
pected boost to workers' rights 
as governments moved away 
from the cronyism and nepo
tism in business. 

L· '1or leaders are reemerg
ing from the ashes of the cri
si; as countries such as Indo
nesia and South Korea liber
alize the labor sector as part 
of economic reform plans 
pushed by the International 
Monetary Fund, Horiuchi told 
The Associated Press Wednes
day. 

The end result has been that 
Asian countries are taking a 
more progressive view toward 
labor - especially child la
bor - as long as their econo
mies can develop alongside 
the rights of workers. 

"I am optimistic. We are no 

longer talking about whether 
you should have different stan
dards for different regions," 
Tapiola said. 

"Countries with problems of 
child labor accept to deal with 
the problems," Tapiola said. 
"The issue becomes much more 

manageable when you accept 
that you have a problem." 

Cambodia was chosen to 
host the conference because 
of its efforts to improve poor 
working conditions in an 
economy built on cheap. un
skilled labor. 

From the staff and management of: 

P.O. Box 331; Sa!pan, MP 96950. 
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Cambodia is one of only two 
Southeast Asian countries that 
has signed all seven ILO con
ventions, and it has an unprec
edented trade agreement with 
the United States that links 
garment exports to improve
ments in labor conditions. 
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Gov't defends grip on Suu Kyi 
BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) -
A senior member of Myanmar's 
military regime has told a news 
magazine that the government 
regards opposition leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi as a ''little sister" and 
said she should stop confronting 
authorities. 

Lt. Gen. Khin Nyunt was quoted 

in the Dec. 17 issue of Asiaweek 
magazine as citing unspecified 
"terrorist threats" for the reason 
the regime refuses to let Suu Kyi 
leave Myanmar's capital, Yangon. 

Suu Kyi, winner of the 1991 
Nobel Peace Prize, lives under 
tight restrictions in her homeland, 
also known as Burma, and was 

on your 

Garapan CentraJ Park 
Tel. 233-4000 
Fax: 233-4002 

twice stopped for days on a road 
outside the capital last year when 
she tried to visit supporters 
upcountry. 

''We regard Daw AungSan Suu 
Kyi as a younger sister," Khin 
Nyunt was quoted as telling 
Asiaweek. Extracts of the inter
view sent to news organizations 

Wednesday. Daw is an honor
ific. 

"I have no personal animosity 
toward her and it is my earnest 
hope that she will change her 
totally negative and confronta
tional attitude against us, which 
is also negatively affecting the 
entire nation," Khin Nyunt was 

ON YOUR 5TH ANNIVERSARY. 
WISHING YOU CONTINUED SUCCESS 

IN THE YEARS AHEAD. 
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Aung San Suu Kyi 

quoted as saying. 
Suu Kyi, daughter of indepen-., 

dence hero Aung San, was vaulted 
into the forefront of Myanmar's 
pro-democracy movement in 
1988 when the army gmmed down 
thousands of protesters demand
ing an end to military rule. 

The military regards her as a 
traitor. Western countries have 
imposed sanctions against 
Myanmar, but the generals refuse 
all demands to hold a dialogue 
with her. Human-rights groups 
say hundreds of her supporters 
have been jailed .. 

"There are no political prison
ers in our country," Khin Nyunt 
claimed. "Wedo not put people in 
prison because of their political 
beliefs .... That is an exaggerated 
number." 

When asked, the military typi
cally does not acknowledge put
ting people in jail for, say, hand
ing out leaflets but instead says 
they have violated a catchall na
tional security act. 

The army seized power in 1962 
and created a socialist state that 
turned Myanmar into one of 
Asia's poorest countries. TI1e cur
rent ruling generals have tried 
market reforms, but a recent 
World Bank report said the 
economy is mismanaged. 

Khin Nyunt reiterated the 
military's long-standing line that 
it has "no intention of holding on 
to power for a long time." 

"Democracy would also come 
sooner rather than later if outside 
powers would stop applying un
due and unwarranted pressure and 
would stop imposing·sanctions," 
Khin Nyunt was quoted as say
ing. 

Suu Kyi's pm1y won elections 
in a landslide in 1990. The mili
tary. surprised parties it backed 
lost, never allowed parliament to 
convene. 

Khin Nyunt said that one of the 
government's biggest successes, 
generally recognized, has been in 
striking cease-fires with many 
ethnic rebel groups that had been 
fighting the central government 
for decades. 
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According to Taiwan's Lee: 

US, Japan want Nationalist win 
TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP)- The 
United States, Japan and other 
nations are worried that if 
Taiwan's ruling Nationalist 
Party loses the presidential 
election, Asia and the entire 
world could become less 
stable, Taiwanese President 
Lee Teng-hui said Wednes
day. 

The president made his com
ments in a fiery speech at a 
rally as pressure grows on his 
party to improve its 
candidate's showing in the 
polls. 

With about three months be
fore the vote, Nationalist Vice 
President Lien Chan has been 
lagging in second or third 
place in most surveys, far be
hind the front-running inde
pendent candidate James 
Soong. 

Soong, once a top-ranking 
Nationalist, was expelled from 
the party last month for cam
paigning against Lien. The 
Nationalists on Wednesday 
purged 21 members who have 
supported Soong, a former 
Taiwan provincial governor. 

Lee did not mention Soong's 

name in his speech to a large 
crowd of flag-waving Nation
illists dressed in matching red 
and white jackets. Instead, he 
repeatedly referred to the can
didate as "some person" and 
criticized him for being vague 
about the key issues. 

Soong spokesman Yen 
Rong-chang said the candidate 
didn't care about the 
president's criticisms. 

"We '11 let the voters decide 
what kind of person Song is," 
Yen said. 

Lee said that the United 
States, Japan and other nations 
consider the Nationalists, who 
have ruled Taiwan for more 
than 50 years, to be a source 
of stability in the region. 

He said that foreign govern
ments are concerned that "if 
the Nationalist Party doesn't 
win the election, the stability 
and development of the entire 
world and the Asian region" 
could suffer. 

The United States has said it 
would not endorse a candi
date, and Lee did not say how 
he knew that other nations 
were backing his party. 

17 killed in gunbattles 
in east Sri Lankan town 
AMPARA, Sri Lanka (AP) 
- A bomb hidden in a motor
cycle exploded in an eastern 
Sri Lankan town Wednesday, 
injuring at least IO people, 
police and eyewitnesses said. 
Seventeen others were ki lied 
in gunbattles. 

Ampara in eastern Sri Lanka 
is the region's main town, 
about 200 kilometers ( 124 
miles) east of Colombo. 

The rebels want to carve out 
a separate nation from the east
ern and northern parts of the 
country. 

Lee also discounted the sur
veys that show the National
ists far behind. 

"Everybody is so worried 
about the polls and afraid to 

l 
.f 
f 

talk about them," Lee said. 
"They (the polls) are just fool
ing people." 

The 76-year-old president is 
retiring after the March elec-

tion. The third main candidate 
vying to replace him is former 
Taipei Mayor Chen Shui-bian 
of the Democratic Progressive 
Party. 

Taiwanese President Lee Teng-hui (center) raises the arms of presidential candidate Lien Chan (left) and 
his running mate Vincent Siew at the Nationalist Party rally Wednesday Taipei. Lee explained that the United 
States, Japan and other nations are worried that if Taiwan's ruling Nationalist Party loses the presidential 
election, instability will grow in Asia. AP 

Those killed in the northern 
battle zone included 13 guer
rillas and four soldiers who 
died routine fighting between 
Tamil rebels and government 
troops, military spokesman 
Nishantha Wadugodapitiya 
said in the capita! Colombo. 

Your commitment and dedication is reflected in the service you provide to the community. 

The motorcycle carrying the 
bomb was parked in a central 
district in Kalmunai town, 
about 30 kilometers ( 19 miles) 
northeast of Ampara, police 
said. 

At kas l four of the wounded 
are members of the 
government ·s antiterrorisl 
Special Task Force. said a se
nior police official speaking 
on customary condition of 
anonymity. At least seven 
shops were damaged in the 
explosion. 

No one immediately claimed 
responsibility, but police rou
tinely blame the Liberation Ti
gers of Tamil Eel am, fighting 
for an independent homeland 
for the country's minority 
Tar :is, for bomb attacks. 
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Clinton defends 
Seattle negotiations 
WASHINGTON (AP) - Presi
dent Clinton defended his insis
tence that a new round of global 
trade talks include the is;ue of 
workerrights and blamed the fail
ure of last week's Seattle confer
ence on wide differences between 
the United States and its trading 
partners on other issues. 

In a wide-ranging news confer
ence Wednesday, Clinton prom
ised to wage an "all-out effort"' 
next year to win congressional 
approval of a measure granting 
China permanent normal trading 
relations with the United States. 

The president rejected the sug
gestion that his insistence on in
clusion of worker rights in future 
trade negotiations was done to 
win the backing of labor unions 
for Vice President Al Gore's presi
dential campaign. 

The l 35-nation World Trade 
Organization was unable to 
launch a new round of global 
trade talks in Seattle du;ing a 
conference overshadowed \y 
huge street demonstrations 
against the WTO. 

Clinton said disagreements 

Bill Clinton 

over including U.S. insistence 
on environmental safeguards 
and worker rights in future talks 
did not cause the failure of the 
Seattle talks. He said negotia
tors never got to those issues 
because of big differences in 
other areas including agricul
ture, anti-dumping provisions 
and the Third World's unhappi
ness at the speed with which 
they were being required to 
lower their trade barriers. 

'"It's very important that you 
understand that there were real 
differences that we thought we 

could bridge unrelated to labor 
and the environment, which we 
couldn't," Clinton said. Clinton 
called the market-opening deal 
his administration reached last 
month with China "'a huge eco
nomic benefit for the United 
States." 

But for.U .S. exporters to real
ize the benefits of China's offer 
to lower trade barriers, Con
gress must make China's nor
mal trade status with the United 
States permanent, removing the 
requirement that it be renewed 
annually. 

While AFL-CIO President Joh~ 
Sweeney has pledged to work hard 
to defeat the China measure, U.S. 
ChamberofCommerce President 
Thomas Donohue said business 
groups would be engaged in their 
own lobbying campaign in sup
port the administration. 

Donohue said it would be made 
very clear to lawmakers that cor
porate campaign donors will be 
watching how this vote turns out. 
"If you are absent on the China 
vote, it will get very expensive 
politically," Donohue said. 
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Workers con~truct scaffolding for a structure to be used in celebrations 
of Macau's return to Chinese sovereignty, in Beijing's Tiananmen 
Square Wednesday. Macau, currently a Portuguese territory, will be 
returned to China on December 20. AP 

Activist wants 
Beijing out of WTO 
WASHINGTON (AP)-China 
would make an unreliable partner 
in the World Trade Organization 
and does not deserve permanent 
normal trade status with the United 
States, fonner Chinese political 
prisoner Harry Wu told a con
gressional panel Wednesday. 

Harry Wu also accused the 
Clinton administration of ignor
ing human rights in favor of trade 
and foreign investment. 

"Perhaps one day the United 
States will try to promote human 
rights in China with the same zeal 
it seeks market access," Wu said 
at a hearing of the House Interna
tional Relations subcommittee on 
human rights. "I hope so." 

The hearing was intended to 
give Congress an early start on 
what is likely to be one of next 
year's most contentious issues, A 
WTO opponent, Lori Wallach, 
president of Global Trade Watch, 
told lawmakers that nothing in 
WTO rules requires that Congress 
give China permanent normal 
trade status. 

The classification, once known 
as "most-favored nation" status, 
now is granted on an annual basis. 

Wu, organizer of a campaign 
against Chinese slave labor 
camps, said economic progress 

will not bring openness to China. 
"The Chinese Communist Party 
is fundamentally threatened by 
any popular group," he said, even 
by ''middle-age women orga
nized to practice meditation ex
ercises in the park." 

Wu said democracy protesters 
are not the only ones subject to 
arrest and torture. He said ac
cepting China into the trading 
agreement and granting Beijing 
pennanent normal trade status 
with the United States would be 
giving communist leaders ··a 
green light to abuse their citi
zens." 

The White House is working to 
win congressional approval for 
China's acceptance into the 
WTO. But all the witnesses at the 
hearing opposed the idea. 

Asked why no free-trade ad
vocates testified, the subcommit
tee chairman, Republican Rep. 
Chris Smith of New Jersey, said. 
·They could have come if they 
wanted." He said the committee 
would schedule administrations 
witnesses at future sessions. 

Few committee members at
tended the hearing, held during 
the congressionat year-end re~ 
cess as a follow-up to the col
lapsed WTO talks in Seattle. 
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Conspiracy seen in King killing 

The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. stands with other civil rights leaders on 
the balcony of the Lorraine Motel in Memphis, Tenn., on April 3, 1968, 
a day before he was assassinated at approximately the same spot. 
From left are Hosea Williams, Jesse Jackson, King, and Ralph 
Abernathy. AP 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) - A 
jury hearing a wrongful death law
suit filed by the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr. 's family found 
Wednesday that the civil rights 
leader was the victim of a vast 
murder conspiracy, not a lone as
sassm. 

The family had sued Loyd 
Jowers, a retired Memphis busi
nessman who claimed six years 
ago that he paid someone other 
than James Earl Ray to kill King. 
The family's lawyer claimed that 
the government, the Mafia and 
the military were involved. 

After three hours of delibera
tions, the jury of six blacks and 
six whites awarded the Kings just 
$ I 00 in damages. 

The family had asked for a to
ken amount because what they 
wanted most was for the jury to 
find evidence of a conspiracy and 
lend support to their call fora new 
investigation into the killing. 

'Tm just so happy to see that 
the people have spoken," King's 
son Dexter said. "This is what 
we've always asked for." Ray 
confessed to killing King and was 
sentenced to 99 years in prison. 

He spent the rest of his life 
claiming to be innocent and try
ing to get a trial. He died from 
liver disease last year. Ray's guilty 
plea was upheld eight times by 
state and federal courts. A con
gressional committee concluded 
in 1978 that Ray was the killer but 
he may have had help before or 
after the assassination. 

The committee did not find any 
government involvement in the 
murder. William Pepper, the Kings' 
lawyer, told the jury that Jowers, 
73, was part of a conspiracy in
volving the Mafiaand agentsof the 
federal government to kill King 
because of his opposition to the 
Vietnam War and plans for a huge 
march on Washington. 

Martin Luther King Jr. 

complex to be carried out by one 
person. "We all thought it was 
kind of a cut-and-dried case, with 
the evidence that Pepper brought 
forth that there were a lot of people 
involved, everyone from the CIA, 
military involvement in it-Jowers 
was involved in it, we felt," he 
said. 

Lewis Garrison, Jowers' law
yer, told the jurors that while they 
could reasonably conclude King 
was the victim of a conspiracy, 
his client's role was minor at best. 

In 1993, Jowers said on ABC
TV that he hired King's killeras a 
favortoanunderworldfigurewho 

was a friend. 
He did not identify the pur

ported killer, but said it wasn't 
Ray. Jowers, who has never re-

peated the claim but not recant it 
either, was sick for much of the 
trial and did not testify. At the 
time of the killing, 

Jowers owned a small restau
rant, Jim's Grill, across the street 
from The Lorraine Motel, where 
King was killed. 
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A cover-up following the as
sassination in Memphis in 1968 
involved the FBI, CIA, the media 
and Army intelligence, as well as 
state and city officials, said Pep
per, who also represented Ray in 
his efforts to recant his confes
sion and get a trial. Pepper told 
the jurors they could rewrite his
tory. 
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Juror David Morphy said he 
believed the assassination was too 

j ·"--..\'f!.,../7 An Inchcape Motors Company / 
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Buchanan seeking 
Fed matching funds 

Pat Buchanan 

by raising $5,000 in 20 different 
states in contributions of no more 
than $250- butas a Republican. 

Now that he's seeking the 
Reform Party nomination. the 
question is whether he is still 
eligible for matching funds, or 
must he repeat the qualification 
process. 

NATION 

WASHINGTON (AP) - Pat 
Buchanan's decision to run for 
president as a Reform Party can
didate has raised doubts as to 
whether he will receive the hun
dreds of thousands of dollars in 
taxpayer funds he was entitled to 
as a Republican contender. 

And. if he must requalify for 
matching funds, can his previ
ous contributors donate again? 
Many already have given the 
maximum $1,000 to his now
defunct GOP campaign. 
Buchanan's co-chairwoman and 
treasurer, Bay Buchanan, said 
she expected the FEC to grant 
the campaign all of its matching 
funds. 

Sen. John McCain addresses supporters with a model of an A-1 Skyraider hanging overhead, aboard the 
USS Intrepid Tuesday in New York. AP 

The issue is before the Federal 
Election Commission, which is 
expected to reach a decision this 
month, in time to tell the Trea
sury Department how much 
money to distribute afterthe first 
of the year to candidates accept
ing federal matching funds. 

"The key is the matching funds 
all go to the candidate, not to the 
party," she said. "You can't have 
candidates just changing parties 
and picking up additional con
tributions." 

On the Democratic side, 
former Sen. Bill Bradley already 
has reached his fund-raising 
goal, collecting $25 million for 
his presidential campaign 
against Vice President Al Gore 
with less than a month remain
ing before the end of the year. 
More than $1 million of the 
amount came from contributions 
via the Internet. 

McCain denies donations 
tied to vote on mergers 

Buchanan campaign officials 
said they expect to get the same 
amount of money they would 
have gotten had he remained a 
Republican, but FEC officials 
and election law experts say 
they don't know what the six
member commission will de
cide. 

··It's not a slam dunk," said 
election lawyer Kenneth Gross. 
.. The bottom line is that the regu
lations simply did not contem
plate this situation and there's 
no clear answer." Buchanan 
qualified for the matching funds 

The campaign also expects to 
qualify for $1 D million in fed
eral matching funds by year's 
end. 

"In particular, the increase in 
donations at the grassroots level 
has really pushed our fund rais
ing to help us meet our goal atan 
earlier time," Bradley spokes
man Tony Wyche said. 

NEW HA VEN, Conn. (AP) -
Republican presidential candidate 
John McCain denied Wednesday 
that donations from telecommu
nications executives influenced 
legislation he introduced that 
would strip the Federal Commu
nication Commission ofits power 
to approve telecom mergers. 

"The position that I took was 
long before I received the contri
butions. That's a fact," said the 
Arizona senator, chairman of the 
Senate Commerce Committee, 
which oversees the communica
tions industry. 

The McCain campaign could 
not immediately say when he first 
took the position that the FCC 
should no longer approve the 

mergers. Spokesman Howard 
Opinsky said McCain indicated 
he had made up his mind on the 
issue long before the donations 
were made. McCain was respond
ing to a citizen-watchdog study 
Tuesday that questioned his ties 
to AT&T. 

The Center for Public Integrity 
noted that former Rep. Vin We
ber, a McCain campaign adviser 
who lobbies for AT&T, was co
host for a $120,000 fund-raising 
event for the senator two months 
before he introduced the legisla
tion. Two days after that event, 
McCain hinted he would try to 
strip the FCC of its role in approv
ing mergers. 

He introduced the legislation 
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on May 26 and within two weeks, 
10 AT&T executives had made 
maximum $1,000 contributions 
each to McCain's presidential 
campaign. 

Employees of two Baby 
Bells, US West and BellSouth, 
are among McCain's top five 
contributors, according to the 
Center for Responsive Poli
tics, which studies political 
giving. 

The biggest contributors are the 
employees of Viacom, which is 
waiting for government permis
sion to merge with CBS. AT&T 
employees rank eighth. "I did not 
take the position a.s a result of 
those contributions," he told re
porters. 

"It's simply not true." Opinsky 
said McCain has taken many po
sitions favored and opposed by 
the telecom industry and any at
tempt to tie a donation to a legis
lative action by the senator has no 
merit. 

Although contributions came 
soon after introduction of the leg
islation, Opinsky said the senator 
"indicated that he made up his 
mind long before he received the 
contributions." Earlier, in a speech 
to more than 300 students at Yale 
University, McCain accused the 
Clinton administration of allow
ing Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin and the Russian military 
to run roughshod over the people 
of Chechnya. 

"This administration had better 
stand up to the Russians and say. 
'Don't do this. Don't do this. It's 
not acceptable to do it and there 
wi II be severe consequences to 
pay if you continue with this wan
ton and unnecessary slaughter of 
the people of Chechnya," McCain 
said. 

Russian planes and artillery 
steadily bombarded the Chechen 
capital Wednesday, despite the 
military's claims it was allowing 
civilians to leave Grozny unim~ 
peded to avoid a massive attack in 
three days. 

President Clinton said Wednes
day he opposes cutting off U.S. 
aid to Russia because of its mili
tary campaign in Chechnya. 

. ·--- ... 
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Mass. firefighters 
search for bodies 
WORCESTER, Mass. (AP) -
Firefighters sifted ash and soot 
through a screen Wednesday in 
hopes of finding anything - a but
ton, a badge, a body part - that 
could lead them to the bodies of 
their comrades, still missing in the 
smoldering ruins of an abandoned 
warehouse. 

For days, around the clock, they 
have been engaged in the dirty, 
grim and tedious task in the shadow 
of the five-story building, where 
six firefighters perished Friday .. 
Only two bodies have been recov
ered. Behind the men Wednesday 
was a 10-footpileof soot still need
ing to be sifted. 

"We still have four of our broth
ers in there," fire Lt Don Courtney 
said. "We want them back." Two 
of the firefighters were killed in 
Friday night's blaze after going 
inside to rescue any homeless 
people who might have been in
side. After the firefighters became 
engulfed in black smoke, they radi
oed "Mayday!" 

Firefighters continue the search for missing firefighters in the fire
gutted Worcester Cold Storage & Warehouse building in Worcester, 
Mass. Tuesday. AP 

The four otr,er firefighters died 
coming to their aid. Authorities 
believe a homeless couple who 
lived in the warehouse started the 
fire when they knocked over a 
candle during an argument. 

The two pleaded i1U1ocent Tues-

e 

I 

day to involuntary manslaughter 
and were ordered held on $ I mil
lion bail. The area around the 
charred warehouse has sprung to 
life, with a tent city in a parking lot 
to support the search by hundreds 
of firefighters. 

The crisp blue and white tents 
give the area the look of a summer 
festival. But the mood is somber. 

The workers wear black ribbons. 
A sign posted on one tent reads 
"Search Dogs." And a red Fire 
Department bus parked nearby has 
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a hand-written placard in the win
dow, "Families." 

Volunteers from the Salvation 
Army and the Red Cross provide 
hot meals and snacks for the hun
dreds offirefighters who have been 
at the scene around the clock. Other 
tents offer counseling and mas
sages. 

There are cots for napping, but 
rest does not come easy. "lnis huge 
city has developed," said District 
Fire Chief James Callery. "It's a 
miracle. 
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}APPY BIRTHDAYJ 
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(tommonllmltl) of tl)e ~ortl)em :ffiariana 3li,lanl.lli 
COMMONWEALTH DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

Wakin's Bldg .. Gualo Rai. Tel. 234-7\4517146'6293 
Saipan, MP 96950 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
December 7, 1999 

PURSUANT TO PUBLIC LAW 8-41, SECTION 11, GOVERNOR PEDRO P. 
TENORIO AND LT. GOVERNOR JESUS R. SABLAN, THROUGH THE CDA 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS ARE HEREBY GIVING NOTICE THAT THE BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS OF THE COMMONWEALTH DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
(CDA) WILL RECONVENE ITS MEETING OF NOVEMBER 23. 1999 ON FRI
DAY, DECEMBER I 0, 1999 AT I 0:00 A.M. AT THE CDA CONFERENCE ROOM, 
WAKIN'S BUILDING, GUALORAI, SAIPAN. 

AGENDA: 
I. PRELIMINARY MATfERS 

I. Roll Call 
II. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

Ill. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
IV. REPORTS 

I. Fund's Availability Report 
2. Chairman's.'Executive Director's Report 
3. Comminees' Report 
4. Manager's Report 

V. OLD BUSINESS 
I. Loan Guaranty Agreement 
2. FY '99 Financial Audit 
3. SBA Micro Loan Program 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 
I. CPA Loan 

VII. DCDMATTERS 
1. Loan Status 

VIII. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
IX. OTHER MATTERS 
X. ADJOURNMENT 

All interested persons are welcome to attend and to submit wrinen or oral testimony 
on the above agenda items. (Note: Pursuant to Public Law 8-41, Section I 3(a)(7) and 
Section 13(c), the Board may vote to meet in executive session). 

ls/JUAN S. TENORIO 
Chairman, CDA Board of Directors 

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM 

The CNMI Public School System is sol1ciling lrom firms inlerested in providi,1g to the Public School 
Systems Speech and Language Pathology Services lor children from birth to 5 years old, Occupa
lional Therapy Services for children from birth to 21 years old, and Educational Psychology Ser
vices lor children from 6 to 21 years old who are eligible to receive Special Education and Related 
Services. The Prc,posal package requirements is now available at the PSS Procurement & Supply 
Office situated on the 3rd floor of the Nauru Building, Susupe, Saipan, MP during regular worl<mg 
hours. All proposals are to be submitted in duplicate and facemarked 'RFP00-001 Special Educa
tion Speech and Language, Occupational Therapy, and Educational Psychology Services Pro
posal" and delivered to the Procuremenl & Supply Office situated on the 3rd lloor of the Nauru 
Building, Susupe, Saipan, MP no later than 2:00 p.m., January 04, 2000. The proposer is required 
to submit with his proposal a copy of his business license. Any proposal received atter the afore
mentioned date and time will nol be accepted under any circumstances. 

A pre-proposal conference will be held on December 14, 1999 al 2:00 p.m. at lhe PSS Conference 
Room siluated on the 4th floor of the Nauru Building, Susupe, Saipan. lnteresled proposers are 
requested to submit all their queslions pertaining to the proposal package requirements in wrrting 
Attn: Sue Lizama no later than 4:30 p.m., December 17, 1999 at the Procurement & Supply Office, 
3rd floor of the Nauru Building, Susupe, Saipan, MP. All submitted questions will be responded to 
within three (31 working days lrom dale all questions are due. 

PrNJOsals will be evaluated and seleclions will be made upon lhe following criteria: 

1. Proposal Pnce 20% 
2. Proposal Plan 40% 
3. Qualification Of Individual 30% 
4. Qualification Of Firm 10% 

Tola! 100% 

The CNMl Public School System reserves the right to award on a single or multiple award or reject 
any or all proposals if in ils sole opinion to do so is in the best interest al the Public School System. 
Inquiries this announcement maybe directed to Sue Lizama at telephone number 664-3721/3724. 

is/Rita Hocog lnos, Ed. D 
Commissioner Of Education 

is/Louise Concepcion 
Procuremenl & Su I Ollicer 

Clinton discusses 
Cuban boy custody 
WASHINGTON (AP) - Presi
dent Clinton said he hopes U.S. 
and Cuban officials will not allow 
"politics or threats" to decide the 
fate of a 6-year-old Cuban boy 
caught in an international custody 
dispute. 

He rejected cutting off Ameri
can aid to Russia in retaliation for 
its brutal campaign against the 
Chechen rebels. 

In an hour-long news confer
ence, Clinton summed up the 
achievements and disappointments 
of a year that began with the im
peachment trial and neared its close 
with demonstrators rioting in Se
attle against his trade policies. 

Of the failed attempt by Repub
licans in Congress to remove him 
because of his involvement with a 
young intern, Clinton said, "The 
mistake I made was self-inflicted." 

Elain Gonzalez, 6, is led by a relative as he leaves the home where he 
is staying in Miami Wednesday. Elian has become the center of 
controversy in a diplomatic tug-of-war between Cuba and the United 
States. AP 

As for 1999, he said he was 
"profoundly disappointed" that 
Congress rejected some of his ini
tiatives, but overall, 'Tm gratified 
by what was accomplished." 

He cited: an agreement under 
which China could enter the World 
Trade Organization, the start of 
peace talks on thefutureof Cyprus, 
a conventional forces agreement 
with Moscow, and "debt relief for 
the poorest countries of the world." 

Clinton also seized the opportu
nity to announce that Israel and 
Syria have agreed to resume peace 
negotiations. 

Talks are set to start next week in 
Washington. Asked about the Cu
ban boy, Clinton said there are 
difficult decisions that must be 
made on whether Elian Gonzalez 
will live in the United States with 
his late mother's relatives or in 
Cuba with his biological father. 

"I think all fathers would be sym
pathetic" to sentiments of Elian' s 
father, Juan Miguel Gonzalez, 
Clinton said, but "what is best for 
the child" is the highest concern. 

"I don't think that politics or 
threats should have anything to do 
with it and, if I have my way, it 
won't," Clinton said, but he also 
said he did not think he should 

To all MAFEAns, 

decide the boy's fate. 
He suggested that officials in 

both nations "try to take as much 
political steam out ofit as possible" 
for the child's sake. Discussing a 
variety of topics, Clinton also: 

--Said that even though Vice 
President Al Gore is away a lot 
pursuing the Democratic presiden
tial nomination, he remains an ac
tive player in Clinton administra
tion decisions. --Said he is look
ing forward to living in the new 
home he and first lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton purchased in 
Chappaqua, N.Y. 

· - which she referred to as "my 
house" when she confirmed that 
she would run for the U.S. Senate. 
He said he is reconciled to living 
apart from his wife temporarily. 
"It's not the best arrangement in 
the world, but it is something we 
can live with for a year,"he said. -
Sought to assure Americans that 
U.S. interests would not be hurt 
when the Panama Canal's opera
tions are taken over by the govern
ment of Panama, with help from a 
company in Hong Kong. "I feel 
comfortable that our commercial 
and security interests can be pro
tected under this arrangement," 

The Marianas Association of Filipino Engineers and Architects 
(MAFEA) wishes you to share your Chrisbnas spirit to your 
fellows in profession: 
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worth $15.00 minimum 
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$20.00 

games and prizes and games and prizes and games and prizes and games 

For details, pis call 234-2775, 235-1448 (MAFEA) 
or at mafea@engineer.com 

"Support Bantay Bala 163 Program" 

Clinton said. 
--Saidthecountry'sracialprob

Iems "will stay at the center of my 
concerns," even though he has yet 
to release the report on race that he 
promised more than a year ago. He 
said he is rewriting the draft. "I 
don't want to put it out unless I 
think it can make a difference." -
Seemed genuinely surprised when 
a reporter pointed out that, despite 
his administration's record for hir
ing minorities, only whites had 
filled the top seven jobs on his 
White House staff. 

"I never thought about those 
seven jobs to the exclusion of oth
ers," Clinton said. Clinton prom
ised to pursue in 2000 one legisla
tive goal he failed to attain in 1999: 
tighter gun restrictions. 

The president said his adminis
tration is considering a lawsuit 
against gun manufacturers to re
cover costs of gun violence in pub
lic housing in hopes of getting the 
industry to "stop irresponsible mar
keting practices." 

He noted that one company was 
marketing a weapon by touting the 
fact it is difficult to get fingerprints 
off it. "You don't have to be all 
broke out with brilliance to figure 
out what the message is there," 
Clinton said. 

Clinton also said he thought it 
would be a mistake for the United 
States to cut off aid to Russia be
cause of its military campaign in 
Chechnya. 

He said most U.S. assistance fi
nances peaceful efforts such as 
advancing democracy, creating an 
independent media, and fostering 
student exchanges. "I don't think 
our interests would be furthered by 
terminating that," Clinton said. 

Halting aid would "alienate Rus
sia from the international commu
nity, and th.it's a bad thing." But 
Clinton also said he has "no sym
pathy" for Chechen rebels, even 
though he has criticized as too 
heavy-handed Russia's efforts to 
stamp out the rebellion. 

Clinton denied a political motive 
for his focus on labor and environ
mental issues at last week's incon
clusive World Trade Organization 
meeting. 
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Chavez won't temper rhetoric 
MATURIN, Venezuela(AP)
Comparing his opponents to 
screaming pigs, President Hugo 
Chavez said Wednesday that he 
won't tone down his fiery rheto
ric and that his "peaceful revolu
tion" is marching ahead. 

With a national referendum on 
the centerpiece of his radical re
form program - a new constitu
tion - a week away, Chavez has 
been stepping up attacks on oppo
nents. That has stoked criticism 
that he is polarizing the country. 

At a rally in this oil-producing 
town in eastern Venezuela, 
Chavez said of his opponents, 
"They're the abusers and now 
they're screaming like a truck
load of pigs." Chavez, a former 
paratrooper who led a failed 1992 
coup in the name of the poor, was 
elected president a year ago in a 
landslide. 

Hugo Chavez 

He contends that a "rancid oli
garchy" of politicians, business
men, media owners and church 
officials have turned this oil-rich 
nation into a wasteland of poverty 
andcorruption. Theproposedcon
stitution was drawn up by his sup
porters. 

It has set off fierce debate be-

Five acquitted in 
alleged Castro plot 

Fidel Castro 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 
-A federal jury on Wednesday 
acquitted five Cuban exiles of 
charges that they conspired to 
assassinate Fidel Castro. It was 
the first time that such charges 
had ever been brought in the 
United States. 

The jury of eight women and 
four men delivered its verdict in 
its second day of deliberations, 
dealing a blow to U.S. prosecu
tors who claimed the defendants 
had conspired to kill Castro dur
ing a 1997 summit in Venezuela. 

The decision drew cheers from 
the defendants' supporters at a 
crowded U.S. courthouse in Sm1 
Juan. Defense lawyers had ,u-
gued during the three-week trial 
that the men wanted to help mem
bers of Castro's entourage defect 
from the summit. 

Repeatedly, they emphasized 
how the men suffered as dissi-

dents against Castro's commu
nist government. 

Cleared of conspiracy charges 
Wednesday were Jose Antonio 
Llamas, a director of the influen
tial Miami-based Cuban Ameri
can National Foundation; Angel 
Manuel Alfonso; Angel 
Hernandez Rojo; Francisco 
Secundino Cordova and Jose 
Rodriguez Sosa. 

If convicted, the men could 
have faced up to life in prison. 
Although there have been many 
reported attempts on Castro's life 
- including some allegedly spon
sored by the U.S. government - it 
was the first trial in the United 
States for an alleged plot against 
him. 

Three of the accused were on a 
yacht stopped by the U.S. Coast 
Guard off Puerto Rico on Oct. 27, 
1997. 

Prosecutors say three other men 
helped organize the plot in Mi
ami, but U.S. DistrictJudge Hec
tor Laffitte dismissed charges 
against one of them. A fourth 
man on the boat will be tried 
later because he has cancer. 

When the Coast Guard 
searched the yacht, La 
faperanza, they found two .50-

. caliber sniper rifles, ammuni
tion, night-vision goggles, ra
dios and satellite navigation 
equipment. The men claimed 
they needed the weapons to pro
tect themselves. 

. . 

Kid's remains found. in Toronto 
TORONTO (AP)-Police using 
a search dog found human remains 
in a lakeside park in Toronto on 
We~nesday after a resident came 
across severed human limbs in the 
same area the night before. 

It was unclear if the hand, fore
arm and thigh found Wednesday 
morning were from the same body 
as the limbs found in a garbage bag 
the previous evening. 

An unidentified woman told 
police on Tuesday night she saw a 

couple hiding a bag among rocks 
near the lake shore in the park. She 
later looked into the bag and saw 
the human remains. 

Police said body parts in the bag 
appeared to be limbs of a young 
child who died shortly before the 
remains were found. 

An autopsy was being performed 
Wednesday. "We don't know if 
it's a homicide, but it certainly 
points in that direction," Det. Rolf 
Prisor said. 

tween millions of poor people who 
see Chavez as a sa.vior and wealthy 
elites who fear he wants to im
pose a communist regime. 

Critics say the constitution will 
concentrate power in Chavez's 
hands, reduce civilian control of 
the military and lead to censor
ship and heavy state intervention 

in the economy. Chavez says it 
will strengthen Venezuela's dis
credited democracy, help clean up 
some of the world's worst conup
tion, protect human rights and en
courage economic development. 
Dressed in combat fatigues, 

many who swarmed around and 
tried to touch him. 

Chavez's arms and hands were 
covered with scratches inflicted by 
admirers during rallies over the last 
few days. Nearby in the large open 
lot, soldiers ran a "people's mar
ket" selling meat, potatoes, onions, 
carrots and other products. 

Chavez addressed thousands of 
supporters Wednesday, including 

TICKETS- A.RE ON SALE NOW! 

·~e~~~;~"·~~;a-~. 
VolkSW01i:er(Bqg · · · ·· · ,J 
1st Prize: . 
2 Rouncl Trip tickets to Bali on Continental 
Airlines.and 3-night stay at Bali Hyatt 

2nd Prize: 
Round Trip ticket to Hong Kong on Asiana airlines 
and 3-night stay at Nyatt Regency Hong Kong 

3rd Prize: 
Round Trip. ticker to.Korea on Asi;ina Airlines and 
J-night stay at Grand Hyatt Seoul 

4th Prize: 
Round Trip ticket to Japan on Japan Airlin~.s and 
3-night stay at Hyatt Regency Osak,1 

5th Prize: 
2 Round Trip tickets to Guam on Continental Airlines 
and 3-night stay at Nyatt Regency Guam 

Hyatt Regency Saipan Presents 

HYATI INTERNATIONAL 
CHARITY EVENT: 

11Children of the World 
Charity Sweepstakes11 

Tidct~ m,1y !it• 11urcl1,1~l'tl .11 all liy,11! rL'SIJur,111ts, 
DJ's CornN .rnd front Dl"il... ,\l5n :1v.1il,1hle 
;H lhL• Cl-I( Vol11ntl'l'f~ Giit Sliup. 

6th Prize: 
2-night sray at Hyatt Regency 

· Saipan's Presidential Suite 

7th Prize: 
3-nighr stay at Grand liyalt 

Fukuoka, Japan 

8th Prize: 
]-night stay ,11 Hyall Regency Cheju, Kore;, 

· 9th Prize: 
J-night st,,y at Hyatt Regency Pusan, Korea 

10th Prize: 
]-night stay at Hyalt Regency Manila, Philippines 

And more ... 

$10 EACH 
BOOKLllSO~fifURIVS1 S.5U.UU 

The Myall Regency S.1ip.111 1 in ,iccordnncu 

with Hy.Ht International I fotels, is r,1ising S2 million 
to build 1hc Chi)dren's Village for orph.11wd, 

underprivileged ;rnd sick children oi lht• world, 

Every child deservlis a cl1,rnn•, a~ till• Lhildrc11 
of today wi II bccomt• 1he l1•,1ders of tnrnmrow 

With every purchasl~ of ,l S\\·eC'p~takcs lickc1, 

yuu will help ,l child rl.!ach their potenti.11. 

!·kip build the Children's Village wilh a purchase 
of ,1 ticket tod.1y. 

All proceeds.to ber'Cfit t-llH Children 1s Vill.ige for orphaned, uncforprivitegtd .and sick children of the ,vorld, .lnd the CHC Volunteers· A5socialion. 

. . . . 

DRAWING DECEMBER 31, 1999 
. ' 

Don·t be a Litter Bug ... 
l{eep Saipan Beautiful! 
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Bulgaria, Romania 
relations worsen 

Romanians light candles at the grave of communist dictator Nicolaie 
Ceausescu, in Bucharest Monday. Up to 70 people gathered Monday 
on Saint Nicholas's Day at the grave site to celebrate Ceausescu's 
name day. AP 

NIKOPOL,Bulgaria(AP)-For 
once, the Bulgarian doctor had a 
clear view across the Danube to the 
giant Romanian chemical plant 
spewing fumes he contends are 
choking the children of this small 
Bulgarian town. But the commu
nist-era jumble of factories is do
ing more than periodically spew
ing ammonia fumes into the air. 

It is a symbol of the festering 
relations between the two Balkan 
neighbors as they compete for 
membership. in the European 
Union. Ahead of a two-day EU 
summit starting Friday in the Finn
ish capital, Helsinki, when both 
countries hope to be put on a list 
for future membership, the rivalry 
has intensified. 

"The nomination of these two 
countries at the bottom of the list 
of those invited to join the Euro
pean Union has sparked a fierce 
fight between two contenders to 
get into the pole position," the 
Romanian daily JurnalulNational 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
NURSING ASSISTANTS U.S. Mainland 

Wanted Immediately. 30 openings for nursing homes in North Carolina, 
Kentucky & Tenesse. 

Competitive Salary, benefits. 
With or without certification. Training will be provided. Experience not necessary. 

Requirement: Must be caring, patient and hardworking, US Citizens or Residents only. 
Must travel immediately. 

Call (800) 7 42-2446 or (201) 662-8906 Fax: (201) 662-9897 
WHR GROUP @Galaxy Mall, 7000 Blvd East, Guttenberg, NJ 07093 

COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF PUBLIC WORKS 

INVITATION FOR BIDS 
DPWOO-IFB-006 

Governor Pedro P. Tenorio and Lt. Governor Jesus R. Sablan, through the Department of Public Works and the Department of Lands & 
Natural Resources, are solicning sealed bids for the construction of Kagman Watershed Waterway D and Sediment Basin No. 2, on the island 
of Saipan, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. 

The project package is available on or atter Tuesday, November 23, 1999 at the Technical Services Division, Department of Public Works, 
Lower Base, Saipan. A non-refundable payment of two hundred fitty dollars (USS250.00) is required for each set; payment must made to the 
CNMI Treasurer and a receipt of payment must be presented when obtaining the project package. A Pre-Bid Conference will be held at 10:00 
a.m., Tuesday, November 30, 1999 al the DPW Conference Room, Gualo Rai Office. Attendance at the Pre-bid Conference is strongly 
encouraged for all prospective bidders. All questions regarding this project must be submitted in wrning to the Director of DPW Technical 
Services Division, Lower Base, Saipan or faxt (670) 322-3547 no later than 4:30 a.m., on the date of the Pre-Bid Conference. 

An original and two copies at sealed bids mus! be submitted to the Ollice al the Director, Division of Procurement & Supply, Lower Base, 
Saipan no laler than 2:00 p.m., Tuesday, December 14, 1999 at which time and place the bids will be publicly opened. 

A bid security al fifteen percent (15%) of the bid amount must accompany the bid. This securny may be Certified Check, Cashier's Check o.r 
Bid Bond. Checks must be made payable to the CNMI Treasurer with the name of the bidder on the face ol the check and a notation: "Credit 
Accouill No. 4466." Bid Bond must be executed by a U.S. Tresury approved surety. 

The responsible bidder, as determined by the government, submitting the lowest responsive bid will be awarded a contract with the CNMI 
Government. Such bidder will be required to deliver Performance and Payment bonds, each equal to 100% of the contract pnce. Payment 
and Performance Bonds must be executed by a U.S. Treasury approved surety. Performance time for completion of this project is one 
hundred eighty (180) calendar days. Liquidated damages will be assessed one hundred fitty dollars (USS150.00) per calendar day for each 
day that the project is delayed beyond the established completiondate. 

This project is funded in part by a grant from the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Natural Resource Conservation Service (USDA-NRCS) with 
m, .hing funds provided by the Saipan & Northern Islands, Soil & Water Conservation District through the Department of Natural Resources. 
Award ol a contract is contingent upon approval from USDA-NRCS. 

All bid documents received shalt become the sole property of the CNMI Government. The Government reserves the right to reject any or all 
bids and to waive any imperfection in bid proposal that does not eflect the elements of price, quantity, and delivery of the bid, in the best 
interes\ of !he Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. 

/sl jOSEPH P. ROSARIO 
Acting fecretary of Public Works 

isl DR. JOAQUIN TENORIO 
Secretary of Lands & Nat. Resources 

isl HERMANS. SABLAN 
Director, Procurement & Supply 

said in a commentary. Relations 
have never been smooth between 
the Balkan neighbors. 

Still, they embraced a common 
position earlier this year when the 
pro-Western governments in Sofia 
andBucharestsupportedNATO's 
78-day bombing campaign against 
neighboring Yugoslavia, often in 
the face of public disapproval. 

Both countries see acceptance 
by Western organizations like the 
EU and NA TO as a ticket to pros
perity. 

Neighborly relations, however, 
are hampered by a years-old dis
pute over where to build a strate
gic bridge across the Danube. Bul
garia wants it to connect Vidin in 
Bulgaria to Calafat in Romania, a 
route that's more convenient for 
its capital Sofia and the Greek 
port of Salonika. 

Romania wants it from Turnu 
Magurele in Romania and 
Nikopol in Bulgaria, because that 
way traffic would have to traverse 
most of Romania, netting more 
income in road taxes and other 
revenue. 

There are other rivalries. Ro
mania, seeking to become a ma
jor exporter of electricity in the 
region, argues that its Cernavoda 
nuclear power plant runs on safer 
Canadian technology, while 
Bulgaria's Kozlodui plant is old 
and unsafe. 

In addition, Romania was in
censed that Bulgaria charged high 

rates for it to use Bulgarian power 
lines to export electricity to Tur
key andGreece,makingtheproject 
unviable. At the same time, the 
European Union has conditioned 
Bulgaria's entry on the closure of 
four reactors at the Soviet-era 
Kozlodui plant, which provides 40 
percent of the country's electricity 
and is an important source of ex
port income. 

"Bulgaria exports a lot of elec
tJicity and if we lose this, we won't 
have anything to sell," said Valentin 
Popov, head of Civil Defense in 
Nikopol,a town of 4,800about 150 
miles northeast of Sofia. 

Although the EU hasn't told 
Romania to shutdown its chemical 
plant in Tumu Magurele, the 
economymightforcetheloss-mak
ing plant's closure, said plant offi -
cial Iacob Campean. 

Bulgarian pediatrician Milko 
Ilyiev acknowledges that shutting 
the Romanian plant would mean 
job losses for impoverished Ro
mania, but he's sick of the pollu
tion. "When there is no pollution, 
relations are normal between us, 
but when the atmosphere is 
loaded, I feel like throwing a bomb 
(at the factory)," he said. 

After pollution levels soared in 
Nikopol on Nov. 2, Bulgarian En
vironment Minister Evdokia 
Maneva sent a letter of protest 
noting that ammonia levels had 
reached 20 times recommended 
safety levels. 

ATTENTION 
Stop the sarcoptic mange on your pet 
and prevent it from being contacted 
from another dog. A revolutionary 
new product is available. For more 
information call, Saipan Veterinary 
Hospital at 233-7387 
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Yeltsin off to China visit 
MOSCOW (AP)-Just two days 
after being discharged from the 
hospital, President Boris Yeltsin 
flew to China Wednesday to seek 
support for Russia's military cam
paign in Chechnya and help in 
countering U.S. global influence. 

Yeltsin had been hospitalized 
for a week with pneumonia, the 
latest ailment to beset the 68-year
old leader. Hours after he left the 
hospital Monday, aides an
nounced he would make the 
planned China trip. 

Yeltsin left Wednesday night 
for Beijing, Russian news reports 
said. He is to hold informal meet
ings with Chinese PresidentJiang 
Zemin on Thursday and Friday. 
The two leaders have met several 
times in recent years as relations 
between their countries have im
proved steadily. 

The visit comes amid deterio
rating relations between Moscow 
and Washington as well as heavy 
U.S. and European criticism of 
Russia's offensive in the 
breakaway republic of Chechnya. 
Western countries say the war is 
causing unnecessary civilian ca
sualties. 

But the Chinese government 
said Tuesday that Moscow is en
titled to handle Chechnya as it 
sees fit. Both Russia and China 

Boris Yeltsin 

are frustrated by what they see as 
U.S. global domination since the 
end of the Cold War. 

They want an end to Western 
criticism of their internal poli
cies. China also has become one 
of Russia's main trading partners 
and a leading customer for its 
struggling defense industries. 

For Yeltsin, the trip appears 
aimed in part at show.ing he is still 
in charge. He has been frequently 
sidelined by illness since his re
election in 1996, and rarely spends 
full days at his Kremlin office. 

Despite opposition calls for his 
ouster, the president insists he is 
fit to serve out his term, which 
expires in June 2000. 

Echo of Moscow radio reported 
that Yeltsin' s doctors recom-

Ivanov, Berger discuss 
non-proliferation issue 

Sandy Berger 

MOSCOW (AP) - Russia is 
doing all it can to prevent the 
proliferation of weapons and 
wants more constructive coop
~ration from Washington on the 
issue, Russia's security chief told 
his U.S. counterpan. a news re
po11 said Wednesday. 

··n1ere can be no doubt that 
Russia is exerting maximum ef
fortinobservingitscommitments 
in this sphere," Security Council 
Secretary Sergei Ivanov told U.S. 
National Security Adviser Sandy 
Berger in a Tuesday phone call, 
according to the Interfax news 
agency. 

The United States has accused 
Russia of not doing enough to 

prevent weapons technology 
from leaking to countries such as 
Iran and Syria. It has also urged 
Russia's parliament to ratify the 
ST ART II nuclear anns reduc
tion treaty, which was signed by 
both countries in 1993, and rati
fied by the U.S. Senate in 1996. 

Ivanov said criticism from the 
United States isn't helping ties, 
already chilled by Russia's mili
tary campaign in breakaway 
Chechnya,NATO'saircampaign 
in Kosovo earlier this year and 
U.S. desires to modify a missile 
defense treaty. 

"Our dialogue would be more 
beneficial if used to promptly 
identify and punish those who 
breach export control rules, in
stead of escalating tension in 
overall bilateral relations," 
Ivanov told Berger, according 
to Interfax. 

The United States this spring 
imposed sanctions on several 
Russian companies believed to 
have sold anti-tank missiles to 
Syria, which Washington ac
cuses of funding tenorists. Rus
sia insists that its cooperation 
with Syria does not break ex
port control agreements and 
called the sanctions groundless. 

mended he postpone the China 
trip. Before he left Wednesday, 
Yeltsin and Belarusian President 
Alexander Lukashenko signed an 
agreement moving their fonner 
Soviet republics closer economi
cally and politically, but stopping 

short of a full merger. 
During a speech at the signing 

ceremony, Yeltsin lost his place 
in the text he was holding. He 
began slowly sorting through his 
papers as the crowd of dignitaries 
remained silent for several awk-

ward seconds. 
"Is that the end?" Yeltsin fi

nally asked, turning to 
Lukashenko. He nearly lost his 
balance when he turned, and the 
Belarusian leader put up a hand to 
support him. 

5/.M,t- Tk J"A/4 o{ C~ ~ 
F~~ f~NM~ tM ~ ~"-~t, ~,. 

Contact: 

SAIPAN PHOTO LAB 
at 322-7754/53 for an appointment in the studio or on location to capture a 
memory to last a lifetime. 
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Bar m1gers settlers 
JERUSALEM (AP) - Finally, 
Palestinians and Jewish settlers 
can agree on something: They're 
both plenty mad at Israeli Prime 
Minister Ehud Barak. 

A settler-backed party briefly 
threatened Wednesday to bolt 
from Barak's governing coalition 
because he has pledged to slow 
furure settlement expansions in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

And the Palesti,nians - who had 
already walked away from the 
bargaining table to protest a spurt 
of settlement construction since 
the prime minister took office -
rebuffed that promise as inad
equate, instead demanding an 
immediate and total building 
freeze. 

The flap was all the more em
barrassing because it came as 
Barak was playing host to Secre
tary of State Madeleine Albright, 
on a visit he had hoped would 
showcase the peacemaking efforts 
that have been the centerpiece of 
his 5-month-old administration. 
But the outbreak of hos ti Ii ties over 
settlements wasn't all that sur
prising. 

From the very day he was 
elected. Barak has walkeo a tight
rope on the issue. On the one 
hand, he longs to become the Is
raeli leader who at last makes 
peace with the Palestinians, who 
insist that the 144 Jewish settle
ments in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip -home to more than 200,000 
settlers - are illegal. 

On the other, the prime minis
ter has made settler advocates an 
important political partner - and 
acknowledges that he findsitpain
ful to part with any of the biblical 
Land of Israel. Although the cur
rent crisis blew up only hours 
before Albright's arrival in the 
region, a confrontation between 
Palestinians and the Barak gov-

Ehud Barak 

ernment over the emotionally 
charged issue of settlements had 
been months in the making. 

Almost daily, bulldozers can 
be seen carving up tacky West.:·· 
Bank hillsides on the outskirts of 
sprawling, red-roofed Jewish 
settlements. 

For Palestinians, the din of ham
mering and sawing heralds a threat 
to their aspirations for statehood 
even as they try to negotiate its 
terms. 

On Monday - the day after 
Barak' s government infuriated the 
Palestinians by announcing the 
approval of another 500 homes in 
two large West Bank settlements 
- the senior Palestinian negotiator 
for wide-ranging so-called final 
status talks said his team would 
no longer discuss anything ex
cept settlements. 

That effectively brought those 
negotiations to a halt, and threw 
into doubt the prospects for meet
ing an ambitious Feb. 13 deadline 
for agreeing on the broad outlines 
of an overall peace treaty. 

The next day, seeking to bring 
the Palestinians back to the nego
tiations, Barak promised to hold 
off on approving any new build
ing until March. But he said 
projects already in progress would 
continue. 

An Israeli police officer arrests an Israeli Arab during a demonstration 
near the Prime Minister's office in Jerusalem Wednesday. Prates/ors 
claim that their villages are not getting a fair share of state funds. AP 

Palestinians said that gesrure 
was all but meaningless, since it 
would have no effect on the con
struction spree now under way. 

"It is impossible to continue 
with these negotiations ... while 
settlement (building) still goes 
on," said Faisal Husseini, the top 
PLO official in Jerusalem. 

Even as Palestinians rejected 
Barak's offer, the pro-settlement 
National Religious Party raised 
the prospect of pulling out of 
Barak's coalition. "If ... we are 
talking about a near-total freeze, 
we will not be able to stay in such 
a government," Sh~1.Ii Yahalom, 

a National Religious Party legis
lator, told army radio. 

Later, the party appeared to 
back away from its threat after 
Barak met with party leader 
Yitzhak Levy and reassured him 
that building in the settlements 
would continue. Even if the party 
carried out its threat, it would not 
be enough to bring down Barak' s 
coalition, which holds 68 seats in 
the 120-member Knesset. 

But such a defection would 
leave the prime minister more 
vulnerable to pressure from other 
small parties in his government -
and perhaps curtail his freedom to 

cut a deal with the Palestinians. 
Barak deliberately put together 

a broad-based coalition to 
strengthen his position in antici
pation of eventually bringing a 
peace treaty for parliamentary 
approval. 

The government and its critics 
do not even agree on the amount 
of new construction going on. 
Barak says he has authorized the 
building of 1,800 new apartments, 
but the Israeli watchdog group 
Peace Now puts the figure at3,l 96 
units - more than the yearly aver
age under Barak's hard-line pre
decessor, Benjamin Netimyahu. 

US Secretary of State Madeleine Albright (left) shakes the hand of Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat during 
their meeting Wednesday in the West bank town of Ramal/ah. Secretary Albright announced to the press 
that Israel and Syria have agreed to resume peace negotiations. AP 

Israel, Syria to hold talks in D.C. 
WASHINGTON (AP) - Israel 
and Syria have agreed to resume 
peace negotiations, President 
Clinton announced, cautioning 
that "success is not inevitable" 
but that peace appeared to be 
"within our grasp." 

Clinton said the talks, to start 
next week in Washington, will 
resume "at the point where they 
left off' in 1996, and that he hopes 
they will lead to new negotiations 
between Israel and Lebanon. 

"There can be no illusion here. 
On all tracks the road ahead will 
be arduous," the president said in 
a nationally televised news con
ference from the State Depart
ment. "They face hard choices. 

They wi II have to stand firmly 
against all those who seek to de
rail the peace, and sadly there are 
too many of them." Syria and 
Israel suspended negotiations 31 / 
2 years ago amid a wave of terror
ism against the Jewish state. 

Clinton's announcement comes 
after Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright 's meetings in the region 
this week with Israeli Prime Min
ister Ehud Barak and Syrian Presi
dent Hafez Assad. 

The president said he also hoped 

to see progress on Israeli-Pales
tinian peace talks. During 
Albright's Mideast mission, she 
brought Barak a clarification of 
the Syrian position on a broad 
range of issues. 

'"There clearly is a unique op
pornmity," the Israeli prime min
ister said today. "We have so many 
other things to do than to be c.le
ployec.l for another generation or 
two along the borders and bury 
our youngsters." As for Israelis 
and Palestinians, Clinton said 
he was determined that they 
should move forward in their 
peace talks. 

They face a February dead
line for devising a framework 
outlining a final settlement on such 
thorny issues as the future of 
Jerusalem and Palestinian aspira
tions for an independent state, 
problems that have stood in the 
way of a peace agreement. 

'Tm convinced it is possible to 
achieve that goal - to put an end to 
generation of conflicts, to realize 
the aspirations of both the Israeli 
and the Palestinian people - and I 
will do everything I can to help 
them in that historic endeavor," 
the president said. 

Clinton said the Israeli-Syr
ian talks would resume in Wash
ington for one or two days next 
week between Barak and Syrian 
Foreign Minister Farouk al
Sharaa, and then return to the re
gion. 

.. These negotiations will be 
high-level, comprehensive, and 
conducted with the aim of reach
ing an agreement as soon as pos
sible," he said. "Peace has long 
been within our sight," he said. 

.. Today, it is within our grasp, 
and we must seize it." Syria wants 
Israel to withdraw from both the 
Golan Heights and a stretch of 
land to the banks of the Sea of 
Galilee, from which Israel draws 
its water. 

Israel has argued that it needs to 
keep the Golan Heights for secu
rity reasons. The Palestinians this 
week walked away from their 
separate negotiations, demand
ing that Israel freeze settlement 
construction on the West Bank 
before talks could resume. 

Barak has said he would not 
stop the natural expansion of 
existing settlements but that no 
new permits for new settlements 
would be issued. 

\l 
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Iraq evicts thousm1ds 
BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) - Au
thorities have evicted from 
Baghdad more than 4,000 fami
lies who migrated to the capital 
after fleeing their southern towns 
during the 1991 PersianGulfWar, 
the Interior Ministry said in a state
ment published Wednesday. 
Thousands more are expected to 
be forced to leave the city, the 
statement said. It gave no figures 
and did not give a timeframe. 

The migrant families had 
moved to the capital illegally and 
their presence "has had an obvi
ous impact on Baghdad's eco
nomic and social situation," a 
ministry spokesman was quoted 
as saying in the statement pub-

lished in the state-run weekly, AI
Ilam. 

The statement did not say when 
the deportations started nor how 
many people 4,000 families con
stituted. 

It said eight committees, made 
up of officials from the security 
forces and the ruling Baath party, 
have been set up to survey 
Baghdad's nearly 5.4 million 
people to see who is eligible to 
stay. 

Under a 1994 law, only those 
people who came to Baghdad be
fore 1991 have the right to stay. A 
round of deportations was held in 
1995 but authorities say thousands 
of families sneaked back. 

Iraqis d?ing their daily shopping normally on Monday at al-Shorja 
market m Baghdad, regardless of the halt of oil exports by their 
government. Iraq suspended exports in reaction to a U.N. decision 
extending its oil-for-food deal for only one week. AP 

Public utilities in Baghdad are 
relatively better than in other parts 
of the country - particularly the 
battered provinces in the south, 
which bore the brunt of Iraq's 
1980-1988 war with Iran and the 
1991 Persian Gulf War against a 
U.S.-led coalition that drove Iraqi 

forces out of Kuwait. 
While Baghdad suffers power 

outages of just four hours a day, 
the blackouts may last up to 20 
hours in the provinces. U.N. trade 
sanctions, imposed.for Iraq's 1990 
invasion of Kuwait, have crippled 
the country's infrastructure. 

Many opt for residence in the 
capital because of\ack of security 
in their areas particularly in the 
south, where the United States 
and Britain police a no-fly zone 
ostensibly toprotectthecountry's 
Shiite minority from attacks by 
Iraqi armed force. 

USED CARS SALE 
1991 BUICK CENTURY ABA-217 1995 ?':t'.'1 
1991 BUICK REGAL AAT-097 2sr Qo..:,.~= 
1991 FORD CROWN VICTORIA AAV-213 259~.~--
19d9 BMW AB0-853 3595 
1995 TAURUS WAGON ABC-366 6595 

CADILLAC FLEETWOOD ABF-878 9995 

TOYOTA SEDANS 

1997 CAMRY ABL-095 

1996 CAMRY ABU-852 

1995 CAMRYXLE ABA-877 12995 
1994 CAMRYXLE AAX-869 10495 
1992 CAMRYXLE ABL-341 6495 

1992 CAMRYXLE AB0-173 6995 
1991 CAMRY LE AAZ-411 2595 
1991 CAMRY ABB-471 .W95 

1991 CAMRY AAW-175 2995 
1990 CAMRY TAXI-756 J.195 
1990 CAMRY TAXl-639 3995 
1996 CELICA GT IJB ABF-248 13495 
1994 CELI CA GT IJB AB0-002 10995 

C99-001 1996 COROLLA ACA-232 9995 
U99-208 1995 COROLLA ABU-921 6995 

OTHER SEDANS 

1991 NISSAN 240SX 2llR COUPE AAZ-392 6595 

1991 NISSAN SENTRA ABD-123 2995 
1996 ACCORD EX ABD-747 12495 
1995 HONDA CIVIC TAXI-642 5695 

1990 HONDA ACCORD ABD-992 3995 
1992 DIAMANTE AAX-706 4595 
1992 DIAMANTE AAW-358 7495 
1991 PRELUDE 6995 
1996 INTREPID ABW-502 9995 
1996 SO'.'IATA ABD-517 7495 
1997 MIRAGE ACA-651 7495 

PICK-UP TRUCKS 
1993 4,2 EX-CAB ABH-917 -1695 
1991 4,.1 EX-CAB AAS-327 4995 
I907 Tl00-h2 ABC-490 !J(Jt),5 

S rP<ID IRflfS fi.Dll"~ tLG1!V ~ lEIHl D t!! IL lES 

U99-269 

U98-013 

U98,090 

U98,054 

U99-255 

U99-062 

98-199 

U99-181 

U99-093 

1996 

1996 

1996 

1990 

1991 

1991 

1992 

199-l 

1995 

19% 
1994 

1991 

1991 

1996 

1995 

1990 

1992 

1992 

RAV-~ 

RAV-I 1DR. 
RAV-I 

4-RUNNER 

4-RUNNER 

4-RUNNER 

.J-Rl!NNER 

4-RUNNER 

4-RUNNER 

4-RUNNER 

LANDCRUISER 
MAZDA MPV 

MONTERO (AS IS) 

CHEROKEE 

JEEP CHEROKEE 

JEEP LAREDO 

TROOl'Im 

TROOPER 

ABV-911 ll995 

ABF-948 10995 

ABZ-781 10495 

AAM-139 7495 

AAV-815 7495 

AAX-125 7495 

ABH-811 7995 

AB0-382 
ABD-668 13595 

ABF-815 19995 

ABS-471 22995 

AAV-795 3995 
AAV-226 3995 
ABK-150 9495 

AAX-899 I 049 - .41.i.""'"'.~ 
ABL-013 559;ae·~ 
ABE-766 9495 ...... 

AAV-690 8495 

-M. IC . at the corner of Beach Road and 1 cro O rp Or a t10 n Chalan Mnsr. Guerrero in San Jose. 
Call us at 234-5911 or 

An Inchcape Motors Company Fax us at 234-6514 
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Russia keeps up Grozny attacks 
ACHKOI-MARTAN, Russia 
(AP)-Russian forces on Wednes
day concentrated their fire on 
Chechnya's ravaged capital 
Grozny, despite the presence of 
thousands of trapped civilians who 
face an ultimatum to leave. 

The Russian military says it has 
completely encircled Grozny, 
though it is allowing civilians to 
walk or drive out of the city unim
peded. However, the military fires 
on cars that try to break past Rus
sian lines at high speed, assuming 
that they carry militants, said Gen. 
Vladimir Sharnanov, the chief of 
the Russian army in western 
Chechnya. 

War planes and helicopter gun
ships flew 150 sorties over the pre
vious 24 hours, the military said 
Wednesday morning, with the at
tacks targeting Grozny and several 
nearby towns. 

The aircraft and artillery gun
ners are firing only on rebel targets 
in Grozny and nearby towns, 
Shamanov insisted. But with much 
of the capital in ruins, and both 
militants and civilians spending 
much of their time in basements, it 
wasnotclearhowthemilitarycould 
distinguish with any precision. 

Facing mounting world criticism, 
Russian officials have been giving 
conflicting signals about whether 
they would stick to an ultimatum 
warning residents of Grozny to get 
out by the weekend. 

Russian planes dropped leaflets 
on Grozny earlier this week saying 
that a safe corridor would be open 
for civilians to leave, and anyone 
left in the city after Saturday would 
face a massive air and artillery at
tack. 

The announcement drew wide
spread international criticism, with 

. . 

.FIR.ST ANNIVERSARY ROSARY 

We, the Family of the Late 

FRANCISCO MANALO 

A Russian soldier cleans his machine gun atop an APC near Urus-Martan southwest of Grozny Wednesday 
as Russian forces concentrated their fire on Chechnya's ravaged capital. AP 

CABRERA 
Cordially invite our family, 
relatives and friends to join us 
m prayers as we commemorate 
the 1st Anniversary Rosary of 
our beloved husbana, father and grandfather. 

Guam Nightly Rosary Schedule: 
Santa Teresita Church, Mangilao at 7:00 p.m. beginning 
Sunday Dec. 5, 1999 through Dec. 13, 1999. Memorial Mass 
on De~. 13, 1999 at 6:30 p.m., at Santa Teresita Church, 
Mangilao. Dinner will be served nightly. 

Tinian Nightly Rosary Schedule: 
Petra & Henry Cabrera Residence at 8:00 p.m., Dec. 5-12. 
1999. Mass of Intention, Dec. 13. San Jose Church at 6:00 a.m. 
Rosary at 6:30 p.m. at Petra & Henry Cahrera Residence. 
Dinner will bt: served after the rosary. 

Kindly Join Us 
THE FAMILY 

U.S. and European leaders criticiz
ing the plan as inhumane and urg
ing Russia to back down. 

Interior Minister _Vladimir 
Rushailo visited the village of 
Pervomaiskaya, northwest of 
Grozny, and said Wednesday that a 
conidor was being established and 
would open Saturday. The route 
will remain open as long as needed, 
without any deadlines, Rushailo 
said. 

Meanwhile, Prime Minister 
Vladimir Putin said the warning 
was intended to save civilians still 
in Grozny and criticized Western 
nations for questioning Russia's 
motives. 

"I have not heard of any ultima
tums made to the Chechen popula
tion of G.rozny. I have heard of a 
statement of our military concern
ing the future of civilians remain
ing there," he said Tuesday. 

MESSAGE OF APPRECIATION 
We, llw funil.t oJ tk Ide 

MARYM. 
HANLEY 

Wish to extend our heartfelt appreciation to 
our families and friends, all co-workers and 

especially to our Techa, Helen T. Sablan 
for the compassion shown us during 

our time of sorrow. 

Your prayers, comfort, support and 
acts of grace have touched us all 

and we will always remember 
your kindness. 

/Waif QoJ. Bl&u 'I/CUI, IJLt 
Kay, Garry, Becky and the Reyes Family 

Putin did not say whether the 
planned attack had been called off 
and did not deny that the leaflets 
had been dropped. 'The statement 
aims to avert civilian casualties 
and to lessen the federal losses as 
much as possible," he said 

Gen. Viktor Kazantsev, 
Russia's military commander in 
Chechnya, said Tuesday that the 
leaflets were aimed at the Chechen 
militants, not civilians. He indi
cated the deadline was still set for 
Saturday. 

"This is a warning to bandits; 
the deadline was set for them," 
Kazantsev said Tuesday, without 
indicating how the civilians in 
Grozny would escape harm in a 
massive bombing raid. 

Grozny has an estimated 6,000 
militants and anywhere from 
15,000 to 40,000 civilians. Many 
of the noncombatants have been 

too afraid to leave their homes, and 
some refugees who fled said that 
many who remained hadn't even 
seen the leaflets. 

Larisa Khutsiyeva, a refugee 
from Al khan-Yurt outside Grozny, 
described Tuesday how Russian 
troops advanced on her village, 
seizing fighting-age men. 

Most people were living in base
ments, with dead relatives piled in 
corners, she said. Women and chil
dren tried to shield the men from 
Russian soldiers. 

Russian bombs frequently rain 
down on Grozny and the surround
ing villages, so "people can't even 
walk from one house to the next," 
she said after reaching the nearby 
town of Achkoi-Martan. 

Putin said Russia would not seek 
a political solution with the 
Chechens unless they tum over 
some militant leaders. 

1.: 
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Topped by Mars Lander fiasco . 

1999 bad year for N 
CAPECANAVERAL,Fla. (AP) 
- A grounded space shuttle fleet. 
An international space station on 
hold. A crippled Hubble Space 
Telescope. Two failed Mars probes. 
One launch delay after another. 

For NASA, this has been the 
worst year since the Challenger 
disaster in 1986. The space agency 
has a chance to redeem itself with 
the shuttle Discovery's mission to 
save the Hubble, which is out of 
service until astronauts arrive with 
replacement parts. 

ButSaturday'slaunchisoffwhile 
NASA decides what to do about a 
dented fuel line, and the delay could 
last for days or weeks. 

The flight is already two months 
late because of never-ending wir
ing problems. Alex Roland, a 
former NASA historian who 
teaches at Duke University, said 
the string oflaunch delays and other 
problems have eroded public con
fidence in NASA and given the 

.Enzyme cure. 
for autism . 
:may not work 
(AP)- An enzyme hailed by par
ents of some autistic children as a 
possible miracle cure worked no 
better than a placebo in its first two 
rigorous studies. But just being part 
of a study helped some of the chil
dren greatly. 

'There seems to be a significant 
placebo effect, but no difference 
betweensecretinandplacebo,"said 
Dr. Adrian D. Sandler, lead author 
of a study published in Thursday's 
New England Journal ofMedicine. 

The findings "strongly suggest 
that secretin should not be recom
mended to treat autism until the 
results of our other ongoing studies 
are known," said Dr. Duane 
Alexander, director of the National 
Institute of Child Health and Hu
man Development, which spon
sored that study. 

Thousands of parents have 
hunted for doctors willing to give 
their autistic children intravenous 
doses of secretin - a digestive en
zyme that costs $180 per vial -
since a New Hampshire woman 
said in 1997 that one dose given 
during a diagnostic test had brought 
her son out of autistic isolation. 

There were reports of a black 
market and exorbitant prices. That 
prompted a series of studies to test 
secretin against a placebo, since it 
has long been known that simply 
beingtreatedcanhelpmanypeople, 
whether or not the treatment has 
any medical effect. On! y two of the 
studies are complete. 

One study, involving 60 chil
dren, .; detailed in the New En
gland Journal of Medicine. A study 
of20children was described by Dr. 
Edwin H. Cook of the University 
of Chicago in an article published 
on the Medscape Internet site in 
October. Neither found any benefit 
from secrctin. 

The larger study, though, found 
that both children who got the en
zyme and those who got a placebo 

impression of an agency in disar
ray. 

At the same time, he said he 
found it worrisome to see NASA 
going into a shuttle countdown amid 
such turmoil. "You don 'teverwant 
external public or political pres
sure shaping your decisions about 
a mission. 

Unfortunately, that's exactly the 
position that NASA now finds it
self in," Roland said Wednesday. 

NASA can't seem to do anything 
right. 

"It's been a tough year," said Ed 
Weiler, head of NASA's space sci
ence program. "If our job were to 
be producing carburetors for 
Toyotas and we had this kind of 
year, I'd say it wasn't bad luck, it 
was we were screwing up doing 
something here. "We're exploring 
the universe. It's not just a c\iche. 

"No matter how detached they 
attempt to be about the technical 
readiness to launch, they are sure to 
have all these other things in the 
back of their minds." Back in the 
glory days of Apollo during the 
1960s, NASA was the can-do 
agency. 

We are, we really are, I'm not 
justsayingthatforeffect,and you 're 
going to have bumps along the 
road." President Clinton was quick 
to defend NASA on Wednesday. 
"We all use the slogan 'Well, this 
isn't rocket science.' Well, this is 
rocket science," Clinton said at a 
news conference. 

Mars Polar Lander flight engineers Joseph Boyce (left) and Phil 
Knocke hear from controllers that no signal has been detected in the 
latest attempt to communicate with the lander early Tuesday. AP 

In only eight years, it put men on 
the moon. Despite all odds, it saved 
three astronauts from the cursed 
Apollo 13 in 1970. Fast-forward to 
1999: Money isn't nearly as forth
coming from Washington and 

"I think it's important not only 
for the American tradition of ex
ploration, but ... we have to keep 
doing this if we ever hope to know 
what's beyondourgalaxy."InJuly, 
a short circuit caused by an ex-

posed wire and a fuel leak caused 
by a loose engine pin marred the 
launch of the first shuttle com
manded by a woman and led to the 
grounding of the fleet. 

Each problem was "potentially 

disastrous," in the words of one 
aerospace safety official. In Sep
tember, the Mars Climate Orbiter 
apparently burned up in the Red 
Planet's atmosphere because of a 
metric mix-up. 

. . . . 
~ . . . . . . . ~ 

. . 

DEATHandFUNERALANNOUNCEMENT 

BLAND INA MUNA DELA CRUZ 
Better Known as 

"Blandinan Manet Lasso" of Tinian 

Boru: June 02, 1924-Saipan 
Died: December 06, 1999-Tinian 

In her passing, she now joins her: 
Father & Mother: 
Father & Mother-In-Law: 
Daughters: 

Grandchildren: 

Son-In-Law: 
Brothers & Sisters-In-Law: 

Vicente Sablan & Soledad Cabrera Muna 
Pedro S:ilas & Dolores Lizama Dela Cruz 
Ignacia M. Dela Cruz, Soledad DLC. Santos & 
Dolores M. Dela Cruz 
Ray Anthony DLC. Santos; Joseph DLC. Santos; 
Elpedia DLC. Santos & John DLC. Santos. 
Henry C. Santos 
Juan C. & Ana Q. Mendiola; Vicente C. & 
Rosa Mendiola; Jose C. & Cannen G. Muna; 
Gabina M. Muna; Ramon C. Muan; Soledad DLC. & 
Francisco Cabrera; Ana DLC. & Jesus Manalo; Vicente Cruz; 
Maria DLC. Semes & Magdalena Lieto 

Her Loving Memories will remain in the Hearts of Her: 
Husband: Manuel Lizama Dela Cruz (Lasso) ofTinian 
Children & Spouses, Grandchildren, (Great-Grandchildren:) & Great-Great Grandchild: 

Soledad DLC. & Henry C. Santos (deceased); G2briel & Grace Santos ofTinian-(Tara, Savana, Genevie & Gabriel, Jr.); Henry & Marian Santos of 
Tin!an; Josephine & Walter Alvarez of Sinajana, Guam (Walter, Jr., Henry John, Neil, Carlina & Soledad Blandina); Josepha & Jesse C. Perez of 
M~1te, Guam-(Warrcn John & _Renae '?.bagu-Rya_n, Wayne Jennaine, Wally, Wells & Wa~n Jr.); Ra~ond ~ Nita Santos of Sinajana, Guam
(N11Jisha, Rayann, Ryan & Regma); .Lms1~nn & Michael Guerrero of Mongmong, Guam-(M1chell, Me lame, Michael II, Mathew, Mark & Miranda) 
Carmen DLC. & Don A. Farrel, Tmmn: Richard DLC. Farrell & Celina Q. Castro ofTinian - (Tiona, Anthony, Richecna, Rikkie & Richard 
Junior); Shary & Jason Yingling ofOklahoma; Darcy & Joseph Unpingco ofHawaii-(Jade & Isa) 
Antonio M. & Rosa T. Dela CruzofTinian: McliS&1; Vicky; Rose; John; Christopher; Sandra-(Nashia Gcnora & Raynandra)· John· Rozabel· 
Connie; Antonio, Jr.; Robert; Daniel; Mariano; Ton yo; Randy & Ashia ' ' ' ' 
Ramon M. & Dolores T. Dela Cruz ofTinian: Valerie T. Dela Cruz & Robert Reyes, Jr-(Raina & Robin); Raymond T. Dela Cruz-(JoeRay, Emiliana 
& Lou Kani); Peter T. Dela Cruz & Elaine Reyes; Sheila T. Dela Cruz & Henry M. San Nicolas-(Hilary & Stephanie); Marian T. Dela Cruz & 
Alfonso Reyes, Jr.-(Ha'ane & Noah); Eugene-(Quinn); Mathew T. Dela Cruz & Lucille Aldan-(Melton); Peter John; Eva 

• Francisco M. Dela Cruz, Sr. & Anita Atoigue ofTinian: Laura Lyn Dela Cruz-(Stephen Jr.); Francisco M. Dela Cruz, Jr. & Ann Shai-(Kaisha 
Frank II, Juhn & Linli); Manel Dela Cruz & Vanessa San Nicolas-(Ircna, Anika, Mane! Jr. & Jesus Francisco); Luke Dela Cruz & Linda A~isais
(Anicia & Frank Thomas); Antonoitte-(Anton); Jesse; Doris Ann 
Cynthia DLC. & Marciano N. Takasi ofTinian: Mario D. Brigette T. Alo-(Alana, Mario Jr. & Cindy); Marcian Takasi· Tcruko DLC. Takasi & 
Christopher King-(Man:iano Esteven & Thia Liana); Jessica ' 
Vicente M. Dela Cruz & Cannelita Quitugua ofTinian: Jennifer Weger ofGuam-(Janice, Deanna, Benjamin & Jerome); Daniel Edward Quitugua 
and Diedra Rivera of Guam-(Darien); Lucrecia L. Quitugua & Bryan Blas of Saipan-(Joe Ray); Lawrence; Carla & Victoria 
Jose M. & Enriquita (Kay) S. Dela Cruz orTinian: Marjorie, Joanna & Soledad 
Edward M. Dela Cruz ofTinian: Kevin; Edilena; Edward II; Jason & Reggae 
Lucia M. Dela Cru:,/J'herese Acosta ofTinian: Lenae 

Brother!/Sister & In-Laws: Tobias C. Muna ofSaipan; Bonifacio C, & Sal Muna ofSaipan; Joaquin P. & Felomenia M. Sanchez ofSaipan 
She is additionally survived by numerous Cousins, Uncles, Aunties, Nephews and Nieces. 

Rosary is said daily at 12:00 noon and nightly at 8:00 p.m. at the Tinian Health Center Morgue by her Goddaughter Mrs. Maria c. 
Masga of Tinian. Her remains will be taken from the Tinian Health Center Morgue at 4:00 p.m., Monda¥ December 13 1999 to 

the residence of Mr. Don A. & Carmen DLC. Farrell at Marpo Heights for Wake Services. Mass of lntent1~n will be at 10:00 a.m., 
Tuesday, December 14, 1999 and funeral services will be at San Jose Village Cemetery immediately after the mass. 

The Family Appreciates Your Prayers 
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Transcendental airlines 
YOU don't have to wait in line, 
spend enormous amounts for tick
ets, or fight the holiday rush. The 
Transcendental Airlines is always 
ready to welcome you, and it occu
pies no space in the immense 
mindscape of your imagination. 

You may get there by the way of 
a good book. In the space of your 
room, you may travel along an
other dimension, the dimension of 
Time. It is nothing to travel thou
sands of years into the past or the 
future. So if you think you are 
confined to the coral contours of a 
small island, you are quite mis
taken. There are doorways leading 
to a multitude of dimensions. The 
possibilities are infinite, ifonly you 
dare to step over the threshold. 

Borges' essay, 'Coleridge's 
Flower' is an apt introduction to 
this magical realm of physics and 
fantasy, literature and the literal. A 
twilight zone where dream and re
ality intertwine, and ordinary ex
perience becomes an extraordinary 
adventure. 

Two centuries ago, Coleridge, 
the great Romantic poet, wrote, ·•If 
a man could pass through Paradise 
in a dream, and have a flower pre-

sented to him as a pledge that his 
soul had really been there, and ifhe 
found that flower in his hand when 
he awoke - Ay! - and what then?" 

Then, in 1888, H. G. Wells re
vived this theme in his science fic
tion classic, 'The Time Machine'. 
In this story the protagonist travels 
to the future, and when he returns, 
old and gray, he brings with him a 
wilted flower from the future. "The 
contradictory flower whose atoms. 
not yet assembled, now occupy 
other spaces," says Borges. 

In the introduction to his book, 
Wells describes the theory behind 
the invention of the time machine. 
Ten years before Einstein published 
his theories of relativity, Wells 
spoke of the space-time continuum 
as having four dimensions. There 
are three dimensions of space 
(length, breadth, and thickness) and 
a fourth dimension of duration, or 
time. The reason we don't "see" 
the fourth dimension is because it 
forms a path along which our con
sciousness travels. Later, through 
the work of Hermann Minkowski, 
this became known as the "world 
line" of an object in the fourdimen-

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

I I 

The Government for the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is
lands ("Government"), through the Secretary of the Department of 
Commerce, is soliciting competitive proposals from qualified indi
viduals and firms with economic and statistical analysis experience to 
assist in developing a questionnaire for a wage and hours survey to be 
conducted by the CNMI Division of Central Statistics in the Northern 
Mariana Islands and then to prepare a report that will analyze the in
formation gathered to determine the possibilities and impact of a raise 
in the local minimum wage. 

The scope of work for the project may be obtained at the Division of 
Procurement and Supply, Lower Base, Saipan. 

All proposals must be signed. One (1) original and five (5) copies for 
each proposal must be submitted to the Division of Procurement and 
Supply in a sealed envelope marked RFP00-0021 and addressed to 
the Office of the Director, Division of Procurement and Supply, Lower 
Base, Saipan, MP 96950. The opening will be on 12/22/99 at 10:30 
a.m. at the Division of Procurement and Supply, Lower Base, Saipan. 
Any proposals received after the deadline will not be accepted. 

Selection shall be made in accordance with CNMI Procurement Regu
lations. Proposals will be evaluated on the ba~is of the following: 

A. Technical Proposal 
a. 40% Experience in similar or 

re lated proe jets 
b. 25% Demonstrated understanding 

of requirements 
c. 20% Technical expertise of principals and 

proposed staff 
d. 159c Approach to the project. 

B. Cost Proposal 
Price is also a factor for consideration and price will be evaluated in 
comparison with overall merit of proposals. Technical merit is more 
important than price and the Government reserves the right to award 
to other than the lower offeror. As proposals become more equal in 
technical merit, the importance of price will increase. 

The CNMI Government reserves the right to reject any or all propos
als or to waive any defects, if it is the best interest of the government. 
All proposals will become the property of the Government of the Com
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. Award of the project is 
contingent upon final approval of funding. 

All inquiries should be directed to Wil Maui, the Department of Com
merce, Division of Central Statistics at telephone number (670) 664-
3034, fax number (670) 664-3066. 

Is/ Lee C. Cabrera 
Acting Secretary 
Department of Commerce 

Isl Herman S. Sablan 
Director 
Div. of Procurement & Supply 

sional continuum. 
Since Well's famous work, the 

notion of time travel has become a 
popular theme in motion pictures, 
fantasy fiction, astrophysics, and 
the philosophy of science. Jour
neys into the pastor the future seem 
to give rise to surprising conclu
sions as well as logical perplexi
ties. 

For example, the notion of "time 
dilation" is a well established prin
ciple of the Special Theory ofRela
tivi ty. According to this principle, 
if a person was able to travel at 
speeds close to the velocity oflight, 
hertimewouldappeartoslowdown 
compared to a stationary observer 
on Earth. To reach the nearest star 
and back, the astronaut may travel 
for forty years, relative to her refer
ence frame. But when she returns 
to the earth, she will find that she 
has landed thousands of years in 
the Earth's future. This may seem 
odd, but that's the way things are 
according to our best scientific theo
ries. 

Things become strange, how
ever, if the time traveler should 
exceed the speed of light. In this 
case, she may return to the Earth at 
a time earlier than when she left. 
An often quoted limerick is a fol
lows: 

There was a young lady named 
Bright 

Who traveled much faster than 
light. 

She started one day 
In the relative way, 
And returned on the previous 

night. 
Time travel to the past, and loop-

RP ... 
Continued from page 25 

ippines and the United States pro
vides additional justification for 
increased support to that country 
(Philippines)." 

RP has just recently entered into 
a military agreement with the US 
by signing the Visiting Forces 
Agreement (VFA). 

The US Congress viewed the 
passage of Section 1308 as a way 
of expressing its support to the 

ing world lines, all logically pos
sible according to Relativity, exer
cise a person's tolerance for para
dox, and form the stuff that Holly
wood dreams· are made on. For 
example, there is a paradox known 
as "Grandfather Paradox" or the 
"killing your parents p·aradox". 
Suppose you traveled back in time 
a killed your father before he met 
your mother. Then you would 
never have been born, so how can 
you ever travel back in the first 
place? One response to this di
lemma is to claim that it is logically 
impossible to negate your own ex
istence, and thus time travel has 
constraints dictated by the limits of 
logical possibility. Thus if you 
tried to shoot your parents before 
you were born, the bullets would 
miss. And in 'Terminator II', the 
evil robot really had no chance of 
killing the future savior of human
kind, with or without Arnold 
Schwarzenegger. 

Coleridge's Flower has become, 
I think, a Garden ofForking Paths. 
Borges ends his essay with some 
remarks about 'The Sense of the 
Past', a story by Henry James, and 
also a beautiful motion picture. In 
this story, the protagonist becomes 
fascinated by a portrait from the 
18th century which looks exactly 
like him. He succeeds in going 
back to the time when the portrait 
was painted. Once there he meets 
the artist who paints the portrait. 
The very portrait which fascinated 
the protagonist in the first place. 

reinvigoration of the United States 
security relationship with the Phil
ippines. 

Maceda said the new defense 
assistance from the US was good 
news, adding that it was a major 
step toward the building ofa closer 
defense cooperation between the 
two countries. 

"When I presentec;.I my creden
tials to President Clinton last Aug. 
I 0, He announced a new era in 
Philippine-US relations on the eve 
of the new millennium: He told 
me that the United States will 

,;£"~ 
~ NORTHERN MARIANAS HOUSING CORPOMJlON 

· · . PUBLIC: NOTIC::E 
····· · .·. . ., :' . . · . December 09, 1999 . . . · . . . . 

Pursuant to Public Law 8-41, Governor Pedro P. Tenorio and Lieutenant Gover
nor Jesus R. Sablan, through the Northern Marianas Housing Corporation 
(NMHC) Board of Directors. are hereby giving notice that the regular meeting of 
the Board, recessed on November 23 1 1999, will reconvene on Wednesday, De
cember 15, 1999 at 10:00 a.m. at the CDA Conference Room in Gualo Rai, Saipan. 
The agenda follows, at the public is welcome to submit written or oral comments 
regarding agenda it.ems. Individuals interested in attending U1e meeting and 
needing special assistance or accommodations are requested to contact NMHC 
in advance. 

AGENDA 

I. PRELIMINARY MATTERS 
a. Call to Order/Roll 
b. Adoption of Agenda 

II. RESOLUTION & COMMUNICATIONS 
a. Board Resolution No. 32 
b. Consultants' Progress Reports 

III. MANAGER'S & DMSION REPORTS 
IV. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

a. Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Projects 
b. Resident Advisory Board 
c. Full Recourse Bulk Loan Agreement With BankPacific 

V. NEW BUSINESS 
a. Garapan Street Market 
b. Sugar King Subdivision 

1. Waiver of Liability & Restrictive Covenants 
2. Loan Applications for.Pre-Approval 

VI. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
VII. OTHER MATTERS 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

Nole: PL 8·41 allows Executive Sessions to discuss item(s) noted in the aboue 
Agenda. 

JUAN S. TENORIO 
Chairman 

The Transcendental Airlines flies 
to the fringes of twilight, and al
ways, creative imagination clears 
the path for scientific discovery. 

Puzzles 
I. In Longfellow's novel, 

Kavanagh, there are a number of 
math problems from ancient San
skrit. Here is one of them. "If one 
fifth of a hive of bees flew to the 
ladamba flower, one third flew to 
the slandbara, three times the dif
ference of these two·numbers flew 
to an arbor, and one bee continued 
to fly about, attracted to 1Jach other 
by thefragrantketakiand themalati, 
what was the number of bees?" 

2. Two watches are started at the 
same time. One goes two minutes 
per hour too slow, and the otherone 
minute per hour too fast. How long 
have the watches been rurming 
when the faster one is exactly one 
hour ahead of the slower one? 

3. If a ball is dropped from the 
Leaning Tower of Pisa, 179 feet 
above the ground, and on each re
bound the ball rises one-tenth of its 
previous height, what distance will 
the ball travel before it comes to 
rest? 

Answers To Last Week's 
Puzzles 

I. Let A = - 1.5. Then the rest 
follows. 

2. One train is going 75 feet per 
second, and the other 25. 

3. The ten-thousandth digit is 
zero. 

build a robust defense coopera
tion for the mutual security of our 
nations. This is a major step in 
that direction," he said. 

Although the Philippines is now 
moving to modernize its defense 
by intending to acquire modem 
equipment, the delivery of the 
defense materials could boost its 
military capability. 

Philippines owns several num
ber of World War II vintage UH
IH (Huey) helicopters along with 
a handful of ageing F-4s (Phan
tom jet) which it still considered 
as its primary aircrafts in securing 
its air defense. 

It used to have the most modern 
defense among its neighbors in 
the South East Asia but this has 
degenerated following years of 
neglect and reliance to the United 
States which used to maintained 
both air and naval bases in the 
country. 

Maceda said Philippine Presi
dent Joseph Estrada sent letters 
of appreciation to Sens. Richard 
Shelby, Daniel Inouye, Charles 
Grassley, and Jesse Helms, and 
Congressmen Benjamin Gilman, 
Bob Filner, and Dana 
Rohrabacher for supporting the 
initiative. 

The Philippine Embassy in 
Washington said the manifesta
tion of support to the country rep
resented further progress in the 
two countries' bilateral relations. 

Earlier, the US government 
through its Departm;nt of Agri
culture announced it had oranted 
the Philippines an assist~ce of 
$25 mil I ion for its rice, feed grains. 
and oilseed meal under the cur
rent fiscal year. 

\ 
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Clean- ... 
Continued from page 13 

and has their own house. 
·'Toe November vote showed 

the public was dissatisfied with 
how the government was han
dling its affairs." Jacklick said. 
"If Marshallese were happy with 
the current administration, there 
would have been no reason to 
change." 

It's up to UDP, he said, to re
store not only the faith of Marshall 
Islanders in their government, but 
also that of the international com
munity. 

Scandals involving hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in misman
aged or misused funds from the 
Social Security program and the 
sale of RMI passports, and prob
lems of discrimination in hiring 
practices involving the 
government's public service com
mission need to be addressed by 
the new government. "What is 
being done right should be main
tained," he said. "What's wrong 
has to be stopped. If we don't do 
it, we'll have to face the conse
quences (of the next election)." 

The public has given the UDP a 
chance to reform the government, 
he said. "We have to deliver. It's 
critical at this stage to build the · 
confidence of people in our gov
ernment." 

Keep 
.Saipan 
Clean & 

Beautiful 
You can avoid accident, 

if you ... 

Drive 
Safely 
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Help ... 
Continued from page 11 

for April 30, 2000 at Laly 4, B
Park, Dist. 4, at 5 p.m. 

Other prizes at stake are round 
trip tickets to Honolulu and Ma
nila, a pair of washer and dryer, 
electric stove, aircon, television set, 
bush cutter, a VCR, and a cash 
prize of $5,000. 

Tickets cost $25 each to include 
food and refreshments. 

APARTMENT FOR RENT-: 
1 Bedroom for rent 

$3so'.8'otmonth 
Pis. contact at tel. # 234-1233 or 

288-2222 

WA·N·T ED 

TWO (2) CHINESE COOK 
Meng Yang Restaurant 

Phone #233-2478 

Established Bar 
Entertainment Center 

along Beach Road, Susupe 
about 4,000+/-sq. ft. 

For more infonnation call: 
Pager 236-66-88 

LOCATION! LOCATION! 
2SELECI'CO~ffllERCIALSPACES 

FOR RENT 
ON BEACH ROAD, GARAPAN, 

SAIPAN. 
First Floor, 1,050 sq. ft. space 
and Second floor, I,IOO sq. ft. 

space at SI.IO per sq. ft. 
Large parking area on site. 
Call: 233, 1837 or 233,0456 

for information. 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH OF THE 

NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

TRIPI.El. MITTORS. 
Plaintiff, 

·V· 

KAZUE INTERNATIONAL, 
Defendant. 

SMALL CLAIM NO. 99-363 

SUMMONS FOR PUBLICATION 

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANT: 

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and 
notified lo file any answer you wish to make lo 
ihe Complaint, a copy of which is served upoil 
you hereby, within twcnty·onc (21) days after 
the fourth publication of this Summons, and lo 
deliver or mai I a copy of your answer to White, 
Pierce, Mailman & Nuning, the Plaintiff's At~ 
1orneys, whose address is P.O. Box 5222, 
Saipan, MP 96950, ns soon as practicable after 
filing your lll1Swer or sending Jt to the Clerk of 
Couns for filing. 

Your answer should be in writing :i.nd filed 
with the Clerk of this Coun nt Susupe, Saipan. 
It may be prepared and signed for you by your 
counsel and sent lo the Clerk of this Court by 
messenger or mail. It is IlQ1 necessary for you 
to appear personally until further no1ice. If you 
fa.ii to answer in accordance with this Sununons, 
judgment by default may be taken against you 
for 1he relief dcm:tndcd in the Complaint. 

By order of the above court: 

Isl Deputy Clerk of Coun 

DATED. this 19 day of Nov. 1999. 

APARTMENT FOR RENT 
Two Units, 2-Bedrooms fully furnished 

24 hours waler for $500.00/each 
Located at San Vicente near School 

Contact Priscilla 234-9548 

Name: ZHANG YINGZI 
Passport No.: 140376338 
Nationaflly: Chinese 
H found, please call at 288-n44 

Salary: $3.05 per hour 
With Experience . 

Contact:233-4242 

FOR RENT 
APARTMENT & COMMERCIAL SPACE 

l.acatioo : GaapaiNizD~adRodiCaf! 
: Sal llmrte h 

2-Bedroom Fully Furnished 

Split Type A/C on all Bedroom 
including dining, living & kitchen 

Laundry facilities, Spacious parking 
11MUST SEE TO APPRECIATE'' 

Phone: 235-D71/7Z72 -CeD: 21fl-7070 

$3,000.00 • Some Rust • Engine 
Still Good Cond. and Reliable. 

Call: Ben at 235-4209 
Bet. 10AM to 5PM 

FIVE (5) BEDROOMS, 
TWO BATHROOMS WITH 

GARAGE AND 
FOUR (4) BEDROOMS, 

TWO BATHROOMS WITH 
GARAGE, LARGE YARD CLOSE 

TO THE OCEAN AT LOWER ASTEO 
ARE AVAILABLE FOR RENT. 

PLEASE LEAVE YOUR NAME AND 
TELEPHONE NUMBER AT 
TELEPHONE NO. 235-1839 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 
FOR THE COMMONWEALTH OF 

THE NORTHERN MARIANA 
ISLANDS 

MARIA QUICHOCHO CRUZ 
Plainliff, 
vs. 
SI HYOUNJO, 
Dendanl. 

CIVIL ACTION NO. 99-0656A 

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION 

FROM: The Superior Court ollhe 
Commonweallh ol lhe Northern Mariana Islands 

TO: The above-named Defendants 

You are hereby summoned lo appearwilhin lwenly 
(20) days after final publication ol thi; Summons 
and completion of posting, and defend in the 
above-raptioned action in lhe above entitled Court, 
and answer lhe Complaint of plainliff, Maria 
Quichocho Cruz. You shall serve a copy of your 
answer upon lhe Plaintiff's attorney: The Law Of
fices of Robert C. Naraja, PC, P.O. Box 1960, 
Saipan, MP 96950. If you slill fail lo do so. judg· 
men! by default will be rendered against you ac
cording to the relie!s demanded in the Complain! 
which has been filed wilh lhe Clerk of said Court. 

Is/ JOVITA C. FLORES 
Clerk of Court 

APARTMENT FOR RENT 
Quiet Two (2) Bedrooms • Swimming Pool Tennis Court 

L;ij~~l;W:Jiirl 
235-5686 (8:30 AM lo 5:30 PM, Weckda •s) l35·%l0, l34-SS49 i6:00 PM lo 9:00 PM, E1eryday Including Sat. & Sun.I 

SPECTACULAR VIEWS 
House Lots for Lease • 1,500 sq. m. lots • 
Mt. Tapuchao • View Managaha Islands • 

Road Access • Electricity • Water 
• Payment Accepted • 54.95 year lease 

Please call Lisa at Tel. 234-5684 

APARTMENT /HOUSE FOR RENT 
I I 

2-3 & 4 BEDROOM HOUSE 
1 & 2 BEDROOM APARTMENT 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CAU: TEL # 322-3366/5558 FAX: 322-3888 

GREAT CHRISTMAS ORCHID /PLANT AND YARD SALE!!! 
Orchids 3 DOZEN DENDROBIUMS 

AND VANDAS IN BLOOM 
TIME: SATURDAY/SUNDAY 12/11 & 12/12 

PLACE: CHALAN KIYA: 
Follow the signs from Mobil Gas Slation to Pacific Heallh Clinic into Chalan Kiya. 

Call Linwood at 235-1003 or 234-5498/1706. 
Sale Begins 8 a.m. and goes to 2 p.m. 

Come early for best selections 

Merry Christmas to all!!! 

CALL: ROMY -322-0419/0705/0813 • 287-8788 • FAX: 322-0505 

· FOR SALE 
1989 TOYOTA CAMRY NEW PAINT = $3,000.00 OBO 

1992 NISSAN P/UP NEW PAINT KING CAB V = $5,500.00 OBO 
REFRIGERATORS./STOVE RECONDITION 

HEATING ELEMENTS FOR ELECTRIC RANGE 

CALL: 234-2467 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH OF THE 

NORTH.ERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

NORTHERN MARIANAS HOUSING 
CORPORATION, 

PJ::iimiff. 

MARIA LG. GUZ.\f,\N .:ind EDDIEC. GUZMAN, 
Defi!nd.,nis. 

CIVILACTlON NO. 99,690D 

SUMMONS FOR P\JBLICAIION 

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED 
DEFENDANTS: 

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and noti· 
fied to file an)' answer you wish to make 10 the 
Complaint, a copy of which is served upon you 
hereby. within twenty-one (21) days after the 
fourth publication of this Summons, and 10 de
liver or mail a copy of your answer to White, 
Pierce, Mailman & Nuning, 1he Plaintiff's At
torneys, whose address is P.O. BoK 5222, 
Saipan, MP 96950, as soon as practicable after 
filing your answer or sending it to lhe Clerk or 
Couns for filing. 

Your answer should be in writing and filed with 
the Clerk of this Court at Susupe, Saipan. It 
may be prepared and signed for you by your 
counsel and sem to 1he Clerk: of 1his Coun by 
messenger or mail. It is IlQ1 necessary for you 
ro appear personally until runhcrnotice. If you 
fail to answer in accordance wilh this Summons, 
judgment by default may be taken against you 
for the relief dm1andcd in the Complaint. 

By order of 1he abo\'C coun: 

Isl Deputy Clerk of Coun 

DATED, this 19 day of November, 1999. 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURTOFTI-ffi 
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN 

MARIANA ISLANDS 

IN RE THE ESTATE OF 
GREGORIO SANTOS SABLAN 
Deceased. 
Civil Action No. 99-0734D 

NOT!CE OF HEARli'iG 

TO: Creditor.; and Interested Cluimnnts 

No1icc is hereby given thal Rita Manibusan 
Sablan Celis of Saipan, Commonwealth of the 
Nonhern Mariana Islands, has filed a petilion in 
the Superior Coun of the Commonwealth of the 
Nonhem Mariana islands lo be appointed as fa. 
ecutru of the Last Will and Testament of the Es
tate of Gregorio Santos Sablan. deceased. an<l to 
detennine the heir.; of the decedent. The attorney 
of record is Pell)' B. lnos. Esq., P.O. Bo., 502017. 
CK, Saipan, MP 96950. The hearing on lhe peli· 
tion is set for lhc 11th day of January. 2000, al the 
Superior Coun. Saipan. Commonwealth of the 
Nonhern Mariana Islands, ar 1:30 p.m. A copy of 
said pr titian is avnilable for your review at the of
fice ot the Clerk of Coun for lhe above-entitled 
Honorable Coun. lfyou have nny objections to said 
petilion by Rila Manibusan Sablan Celis, you may 
prcsenl your objections to lhc above enlilled Hon· 
orable Coun al the time and date set for the hear
ing of said petition. All interested per;ons should 
appear at this heating. 

All Pmons having claims against lhe estate. or 
against the decedenl. should file their claims with 
the Clerk of Coun of the Superior Coun wilhin 
sixty (60) days after the fi1'l publicalion of this 
notice. 

Dated lhis 9th day of Deccmtw. 1999. 

Jovita C. Flores 
Clerk of Coun 

By: Dcpuly Clerk of Coun 
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DEADLINE: 12:00 noon the day prior to publication 

·Cl-assified· Ads Section 
NOTE: If some reason your advertisement is incorrect. call us 
immediately to make the necessary corrections.1he Marianas Variety 
News and Views Is responsible only for one Incorrect insertion. We 
reserve the right to edit. refuse. reject or cancel any ad at any time. 

Employment Wanted 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
All Interested resident workers are 

urged to register at the 
Dapt. of Labor & Immigration, 

Division of Employment Services for 
the Job/s being advertised In which 

you are qualinad and available. 
For further assistance, 

please call Alfred A. Pangelinan at 
Tel. 664-2078. 

10 CUTTER, HAND-Salary: $3.05 per 
hour 
02 WAREHOUSE WORKER-Salary: 
$3.05 per hour 
60 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR
Salary: $3.05 per hour 
10 QUALITY CONTROL CHECKER
Salary: $3.05 per hour 
Contact: MIRAGE (SAIPAN) CO., LTD. 
Tel. 234-3481 (12/10)F33648 

01 MIS OPERATIONS MANAGER-Sal
ary: $5.00 per hour 
02 ACCOUNTANT-Salary: S3.50 per 
hour 
Contact: PACIFIC SUNNY (SAIPAN) 
INC. dba Sunny Wholesale Tel. 235-
9778(12/10)F33651 

01 STEEL WORKER-Salary:$3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: MANUEL A. TENORIO dba 
T&S Const. Tel. 288-2796(12/ 
24)F33810 

01 DELIVERY WORKER-Salary:S3.05 
per hour 
Contact: BEN'S INTERNATIONAL 
CORP. Tel. 288-2828(12/24)F33817 

01 ARCHITECT-Salary:$10:00 per hour 
Defends on experience. 
Contact: JASON DRIES-DAFFNERdba 
Jason Dries-Daffner Design Tel. 235-
8561 (12/24)F33813 

03 KITCHEN HELPER-Salary:S3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: MARIANAS HOTEL SER
VICES CO., LTD. Tel. 233-2150(12/ 
24)F82107 

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:S3.75 per 
hour 
D 1 GRAPHIC ARTIST-Salary:S3.50 per 
our 
Contact: YOUNIS ART STUDIO, INC. 
dba Marianas Variety News & Views Tel. 
234-6341 (12/24)F82129 

04 WAITRESS-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
Contact: JAIME G. AGLIPAY dba Cock
tail Bar/Karaoke Tel. 234-1118(12/ 
17)F33724 

02 AUTO MECHANIC-Salary:$3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: SAPPHIRE CORPORATION 
dba Diamond Auto Care Center Tel. 233-
0802( 12117) F33729 

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal
ary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: DASAN CORP. dba Downtown 
Market Tel. 233-2254(12/17)F33735 

01 BEAUTICIAN-Salary:$3.05-5.00 per 
hour 
Contact: SUWASO CORPORATION 
dba Coral Ocean Point Resort Club Tel. 
234-7000(12/17)F82013 

06 MACHINE PRESSER (PRESS OP
ERATOR)-Salary:$3.05-5.50 per hour 
50 SEWING MACHINE OPERATORS
Salary:$3.05-10.00 per hour 
06 CUTTER-Salary:S3.05-6.00 per hour 
Contact: SAM MARIANAS, INC. Tel. 
322-3444(12117)F33727 

01 KITCHEN HELPER-Salary:$3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: ROLAND G. JASTILLANA dba 
Golden Lobster Restaurant Tel. 234-
7658(12/17)F82010 

01 BEAUTICIAN-Salary: $650.00 per 
month 
Contact: TEODOSIA V. DAVIS dba 
Arabella's Beauty & Dress Shop Tel. 
235-6841 (12/1 O)F33640 

02 AUTO PAINTER-Salary: $3.05-3.50 
per hour 
03 AUTO MECHANIC-Salary: $3.05-
3.50 per hour 
02 AUTO BODY REPAIRER-Salary: 
$3. 05-3.50 per hour 
Contact: JOSE J. NELSON dba 
Joenel's Auto Repair Shop Tel. 235-
4964(12/10)F33644 

01 HEAVY EQUIPMENTOPERATOR
Salary; S5.0D-6.00 per hour 
Contact: GEORGE F. FLEMING dba 
FAS Moving & Storage Co. Tel. 322-
6587(12/1 O)F33643 

02 COOK-Salary: $3.05 per hour 
02 WAITER-Salary: $3.05 per hour 
Contact: PARK'S CORPORATION dba 
Kung Chun Restaurant Tel. 234-
1249(12/10) F33645 

02 QUALITY CONTROL CHECKER
Salary: $3.05 per hour 
10 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary: $3.05 per hour · 
Contact: COMMONWEALTH GAR
MENT MFG., INC. Tel. 234-7550(12/ 
10)F33647 

01 PUBLIC RELATIONS REPRESEN
TATIVE-Salary: $6.00 pe rhour 
Contact: PACIFIC SUBSEA SAIPAN, 
INC. Tel. 322-7734(12/10)F33649 

02 WAITRESS-Salary: $3.05 per hour 
Contact: CITY CORPORATION dba 
CNMI Jook Restaurant Tel. 287-2878 

01 COOK HELPER-Salary:$3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: BOBBIE'SAMUSEMENTCO., 
INC. Tel. 235-2624 

02 WASHING MACHINE OPERATOR
Salary: $3.05 per hour 
01 WELDER-Salary: $3.05 per hour 
Contact: HIP SHING (SAIPAN) Tel. 
322-8989 . 

01 BARTENDER-Salary:$3.05-4.00 per 
hour 
Contact: L & W AMUSEMENT CORP. 
dba Len's Tel. 234-8864(12/17)F33719 

01 QUALITY CONTROL CHECKER
Salary:$3.05-4.50 per hour 
Plus S100.00/mo. housing allowance. 
01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal
ary:S3.05-4.15 per hour 
Plus S100.00/mo. housing allowance. 
Contact: ISLAND APPAREL, INC. dba 
Island Apparel Tel. 288-3442(12/ 
17)F33718 

01 COOK-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
Contact: HUAJIAN CORP.dbaHuaJian 
Corp. Tel. 233-1118(12/17)F33723 

YARD SALE 
Sat. 12/11/99 Bam-12pm 

GOS ~ari,~ '1i[ 
f-DEPT OF COMMERCE 

Large O;sk w/ I !EMO 
Executive Chair & Guest I POST OFC 

Carpet Rug 10'x12' Green 
carpet Rug 10'x12' Blue 
"Pico" Preschool Vioeo System 
Outdoor Bamboo Torches 
Large ~cnic Table Umbrella 
Cordless Poone 
Caller 10 Phone Scubamaster Flns llgl 
M W Sm.BC 

ens, omens, Wirdow Aircon 24 000 btu 
& Kids Clolh€s . ' 

Cunains & Rods Wirdow Aircon 12,000 btu 
ll'irdow Aircon 9600 btu 
Vertical Blinds for Door 
Child's Bean Bag Chair 
& Misc. More 

. WANTED 
TRAINER of OBEDIENCE for 

GERMAN SHEPHERD 
Please Contact: 234-6900 
Sonia (1 :OOPM-11 :OOPM) 

• DJIQ 
JNTfRNATIONAL 
DISTRIBUTORS 

. w· A N T .E D. 
An international wholesale distribution company is looking for a talented and 

responsible applicant for a senior company position as: 

SALES EXECUTIVE 
Previous sales or related experience preferred 
Previous experience in wholesale or similar industry an advantage 
Professional image and attitude necessary. Able to negotiate at all levels 
Computer literate with experience in spreadsheets and word processing 
Excellent salary and conditions apply, commensurate with experience 
Motivated, reliable, self starters need only apply! 

Please apply in person at Chalan Kiya Industrial Center #4 or Phone 235-2706, Fax 235-271 t 
The successful candidate only wilrt,e required to provide a heallh certificate and police and 

traffic clearances. 

LOCAL HIRE ONLY 

ROUTE MANAGER 
IF YOU HAVE: 

• A proven track record 
• Top customer service 

• Effective written & oral skills 
• Ability to meet weekly deadlines 

Our fasl environment is perfect for lhe 
' . self motivated person 
· Great Pay+ bonus. Vacation & Holiday pay. 

Medical & Denlal Insurance ' 

Apply at 
Dial Rent to Own 

in Gualo Rai 

1997 MVP MAZDA VAN excellent condition • $14,000 or best offer 

COMPUTER HARD DRIVE: 2 years old, Micron Millennia Lxe pentium 
windows 95, floppy discs and hard drive 

HEWLEIT PACKARD PRINTER (Deskjet820 Cse Pro) 

AKC GERMAN SHEPARD from HAWAII 3 years old guard 
and obedience trained great family pe~ gentle with kids can live indoors or outdoors 

CALL: 233-1377 

I . 
·. 

(1) 33LBS/Drum/$30.00 (2) 16.7 LBS/Drum/$17.00 

Hailan Market 
Free delivery over two drums 

Middle Road Chalan Laulau Tel. 234-5958, 234-2978 

Procurement and Supply CNMI Government 

INVITATION TO BID 
1TB NO. ITBOQ:0020 
FOR: OFFICE SPACE RENTAL FOR CENSUS 2000 
OPENING: DECEMBER 22, 1999 TIME: j0:00 A.M. 

GOVERNOR PEDRO P. TENORIO ANO LT. GOVERNOR JESUS R. SABLAN, THROUGH THE 
DIRECTOR OF THE DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT AND SUPPLY, ARE SOLICITING COM
PETITIVE SEALED BIDS TO QUALIFIED INDIVIDUALS OR FIRMS FOR OFFICE SPACE 
RENTAL FOR CENSUS 2000. INTERESTED INDIVIDUALS OR FIRMS MAY PICK UP BID 
FORMSATTHE OFFICE OFTHE DIRECTOR, PROCUREMENTANDSUPPLY, LOWER BASE, 
SAIPAN, DURING WORKING HOURS (7:30 A.M. TO 4:30 P.M. MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 
EXCEPT CNMI HOLIDAYS: 

ls/HERMAN S. SABLAN, Director 
Division of Procurement and Supply 

APARTMENT 
2 Bedroom, 2 T&B, 24 Hrs. Water 
Spacious Living & Kitchen Area 

Location: Susupe across Grand Hotel 

2 Bedroom, 24 Hrs. Water 
Location: Back of Mobil San Jose 

COMMERCIAL OFFICE SPACE 
Susupe along Beach Road across 
Grand Hotel Area: 2500 sq. ft. 

2nd Fir. of Modern Stationery Building 
in San Jose wtth ample Partr1ng Space 

Area: 1000 sq. ft. 

NITE CLUB & KARAOKE SPACE 
Susupe along Beach Road across 

Grand Hotel 
Area: 2200 Sq. Ft. and 5000 Sq. Ft. 

For more information 
Please call Bong or Edgar 

at 234-8585/235-6163 

LA LUZ SAIPAN CONDOMINIUM 
Now Offering Affordable Rates! 

• Fully furnished spacious studio-type and 
2-bedroom unils 

• Security guard and housaeeping seivices 
, 24-hours back·UP generator, e-0in-operated 

laundry faciltties 
• lndMdu~ water heater, swimming pool illd 

barbecue area 
• A~Js Jong term rental wl full maintenance 
• Short term rental aviilable@$30.00/day including tax 
Location: Lower Navy HIii, Salpan 

Tel. Nos. 322-2406/323-2406 

FOR SALE 
l~'~J~~l·t~~l~I~~~~-. 
·.. @ $1,500.00 ' 

Please call: 
234-6329/6331 ask for Raffy 

LOST DIARY/ORGANIZER 
Very important info., docu

ments & picture inside 
Name: Yuki Togawa 

If found, please call# 
235-1799 or 287-8884 

Reward will be given, no 
questions ask. 

$3,000.00 OBO 
Commercial Type Tables 
Musi sec lo appreciate. 

Call: Willy at 235-4209 after 5 PM 

Apartment - 15 Units 
Store - 3 Units 
Down payment - $30,000.00 
Monthly- $2,750.00 

location:Koblerville Call:288-9430 (Evening) 2~7-~430 

FOR SALE 
40ft Dry Container 

Good Condition 
Please contact: Kenny at 234-7243 
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EEK & MEEK® by Howie Schneider 
11-1[ WIFE. A1'!0 I 
HPO A BIG RGHT 

LAST IJl(:f\T 

50 Sf-I£ IUSIJ'T 
WAfJT .vlf.10 (:{) 

10 ffiRJS 

PEANUTS® by Charles M. Schulz 
WI-IERE ARE WE 

WOMEN? I DO~'T 
SEE AN'( 

WOMEN .. 

BORN TODAY, you have a 
knack for second-guessing 
people, and for influencing them 
to do what is more beneficial to 
you. Of course, these can be 
valuable attributes if they are 
properly channeled and not 
abused. Make the mistake of 
taking unfair of others, in any 
way and for any reason, and you 
are likely to benefit remarkably 
for a short time. Soon, however, 
you will have to suffer through 
dramatic repercussions as a re
sult of your misuse of those 
around you. In time, of course, 
what you dish out may well be 
turned on you, even, in a strange 
and unpredictable way, by your
self. You are best to use your 
talents for the good of those 
around you. 

You have a keen interest in all 
manner of things, and you are 
always eager to broaden your 
horizons and to deepen your 
knowledge of the world around 
you. When it comes to hobbies, 
you 're sure to become an expert 
at one or two of your own pe
ripheral activities. When it 
comes to trivia you may be a 
real pro! 

To see what is in store for you 
tomorrow," find your birthday 
and read the corresponding para
graph. Let your birthday star be 

your daily guide. 
SATURDAY, DEC.10 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
- You might be sending mixed 
messages to someone you care 
about today. Clear it up imme
diately, before it can no longer 
be straightened out. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 22)
Do you feel as though you are in 
a rut? Today is a good day to 
break out of your routine, and 
do something out of the ordi
nary for yourself. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
- Get into the swing of things 
quickly today and maximum re
wards can be yours. Now is no 
time to let yourself move slowly 
during morning hours. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) - It is important that 
you maintain control over a 
project you started some time 
ago. Others have ideas, but you 
must hold the reins. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19)- Look up those old friends 
today. Your intuition is keen, 
and if you 're thinking of them, 
chances are they're thinking of 
you as well. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18) - Someone around you is 
wondering just what you 're up 
to today. If you 're trying to be 
secretive, you must be willing 

I CAN'T BELIEVE YOU'RE 
USING PERSONAL ADS TO 
FIND ROMANCE! I THOUG~T 
YOU LOVED THA.T FROG YOU 
Kl SSED AND TURNED INTO 

A ?RINCE! 

>J 

1 
~ 

to try a Ii ttle harder. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 

20) - You need a little shove 
today, especially in the work
place. Find something new and 
interesting that will revitalize 
your attentions. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
- You've convinced yourself 
that you 're sitting pretty today, 
but, in fact, you have one major 
obstacle yet to overcome. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
- The decisions you make 
around the home today are 
likely to affect you more pro
foundly than expected at this 
time. A change might be wel
come. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
- The pace is likely to pick up 
from yesterday, but you may 
still find something unsatisfac
tory about the outlook - until 
after dark. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
- Today you will want to make 
than phone call you've been 
avoiding for so long. Once the 
initial contact is made, things 
will go quite smoothly. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -
Your bluntness and direct hon
esty may not be taken well by 
certain others today. To avoid 
conflict, try not to offer unso
licited opinions. 

JUMP INTO A NEW ROMANCE ... WITH A LITILE HELP FROM A PERSONAL AD! 

II CROSSWORD PUZZLER II 
ACROSS 34 Behold! 

35 Novelist-
1 Alphabet trio Jong 
4 Former TV 37 Insane 

detective 38 Winier mo. 
8 Sulk 39 Story 

12 Word of 40 - Cruces 
discovery 41 Negative 

13 Scent 42 Broadway 
14 "Dies-" light 
15 Craggy hill 44 Data 
16 Quote by 47 Complex 

Poe's raven 51 Barbie's pal 
18 Put into 52 Fred and 

operation Wilma's pet 
20 Small case 53 Malaria 
21 Ekberg ID 54 Baseball stat 
22 Three 55 Pay the kitty 

(Italian) 56 Make a loan 
23 Name 57 Canine cry 

associated 
with DOWN 
mysteries 

27 Cable news 1 - ---tat 
network 2 "Little- of 

29 - deferens Horrors" 
30 Musician 3 Wild horse 

Xavier- 4 Danza or 
31 Entertainer Bennett 

Don- 5 Lyric poem 
32 Russian 6-and 

space station shakers 
33 Roman 509 7 Sharp 

ltidSp®t™ 
THE~ 

Answer to Previous Puzzle 

1-7 © 1998 United Feature Syndicate 

mountain 
ridge 

8 Yvette - of 
"The Time 
Tunnel" 

9 Gold (Sp.) 
10 Golf term 
11 Wide shoe 

size 
17 Urich ID 

10 11 

19 French article 
22 Sailor 
24 "Rec•Corner" 

actor (inits.) 
25 Tra--
26 Short jacket 
27 Huntley or 

Atkins 
28 Ms. Dunn 
29 By way of 
30 "El-" 
32 Former tennis 

player 
33 "- Boot" 
36 Negative 

prefix 
37 Operate 
38 Willie 

Shoemaker 
was one 

40 Regional 
41 Sodium 
. symbol 
43 Vowel 

sequence 
44 Nourish 
45 Ms. Hatcher 
46 Break 

suddenly 
47 Mountain on 

Crete 
48 Author Anais 

49 Explosive 
abbr. 

50 Large cask 

by Dick Rogers 

Here's a crossword that should 
double your trouble. Unscramble 
the clues to make words that fit 
both down and across the puzzle. 

~BtK 1. '2 '3 

~o 
"2 

1. TOH 
2. ENO 3 

3. HETET 
4. WOT 
5. GHO 

0 199S Uruteod Fcat,Jlo Syni;lic.ato, Ir~. 1D/.L 

. ·noH ·s 'OMJ. ·p 'Hl33l '£ '3NO ·c:: '!OH . ~ :t13MSNv' 

t)larianas %rietYc;'t\ 
"?/°" ea.n qet 'Wkd ?/°" 'WOHt" 
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Barkley's . .. 
Continued from page 48 

Sixers coach L'UT)' Brown and 
assistant Maurice Cheeks -
Barkley's former teammate - were 
among those who hugged Barkley 
after the game. Barkley stayed 
around fora few minutes and signed 
autographs before going to the 
locker room for the last time. 

"I knew the way my knee was 
that there was something dead 
serious wrong with it and I wasn't 
going to play again,"Barkleysaid. 

Barkley had been reveling in 
his final Philadelphia appearance, 

PSS ... 
Continued from page 1 

"Of course we need to prepare 
the kids by training them and mak
ing them observe proper work eth
ics," said Fleming. 

She conceded that parents are 
reluctant to have their kids in such 
kind of trade jobs, but that parent
teacherconferences provide teach
ers the best opportunity make par
ents realize it is OK for their kids to 
go into these fields. 

Authored by board memberTom 
Pangelinan, the program is de
signed to prepare students for pub-

'Nothing . .. 
Continued from page 1 

He stressed CU C's willingness 
to cooperate with legislators on 
the planned joint Senate and 
House oversight investigation on 
the 80 megawatt power plant 
project. 

"I am open to any oversight 
hearing. There's nothing to hide 
since the very beginning. 

"CUC has been cautious only 
because this project will commit 
huge sums of money that must 
come ultimately from our cus
tomers and can have a tremen
dous impact on the Common
wealth for the next 25 years," said 
the cue official. 

The draft report of the financial 
evaluation done by the indepen
dent consulting firm Bums & 
McDonnel is expected to be out 
anytime soon. 

The evaluation will determine 
CUC's capability to fund the 
project in these difficult times, 
and whether CUC can get by the 
project with a smaller and ex
pandable plant or not. 

Villagomez said the report will 
help the CUC Board of Directors 
make a responsible decision that 
will protect the customers and 
meet demand for power. 

"CUC's retention of ... Bums 
& Mc Donnel for the development 
of a need and financial study has 
nothing to do with who will be 
awarded the project. It has to do 
with what we can afford," 
Villagomez said in his letter. 

~c final award requires legis
lative approval and the approval 
of the Commonwealth Develop
ment Authority (CDA). 

Meanwhile, Villagomez said 
CUC understands the 
Legislature's concern on the in
tegrity 0f the utilities agency with 
regards to handling the Saipan 
power plant project. 

playing with even more determi
nation than usual. During 
timeouts, his young teammates 
smiled as they watched old high
lights ofBarkley soaring through 
the air and dunking at the old 
Spectrum across the street from 
the First Union Center. 

This is the city where Barkley 
transformed himself from a 
chubby kid into one of the best 
players in NBA history. It is where 
one of the most charismatic - and 
like his autobiography says, "Out
rageous" - personalities in sports. 

Of course, Barkley couldn't go 
out without one more headline
grabbing quote. He walked into 

lie service, industry, and trade oc
cupations through a sequence of 
learning experiences. 

"This proposal is building on the 
concept of starting from something 
small to achieve something big," 
said Pangelinan. 

"This is for students who have 
decided not to go beyond high 
school. This is basically a school 
which would specialize in survival 
skills such as mechanics, automo
tive, catering, small engine repair 
and such," he ad 

"These are for kids who have 
made up their minds to work with 
their hands. And this is a develop
ing partriership with the commu-

"But I am more concerned in 
making sure the public is well
protected and the investments that 
the CNMI are undertaking is not 
an investment that's going to 
bounce back at our face and so we 
made a mistake," he said. 

The cue official also brushed 
aside allegations that some CUC 
officials "may be on the take," as 
indicated in a sealed protest from 
the Alsons, Tomen, Singapore 
Power, Tan Holdings Consortium 
based on a damning affidavit 
sworn to by the estranged wife of 
Villagomez. 

"I am not aware of those allega
tions, which are news to me but 
I'm sure that members of the board 
or even myself have the responsi
bility of making sure things are 
done properly and legally," said 
Villagomez. 

Due to the nature of the allega
tions, cue immediately for
warded the matter to the Attorney 
General's Office and to the Board 
of Directors. 

"AGO made a determination 
that the accusation was baseless," 
said Villagomez, referring to the 
result of an AGO investigation. 

Assistant Attorney Gen. Sally 
Pfund earlier said AGO found the 
allegations untrue after an inves
tigation. 

Moreover, Villagomez said 
CUC has not yet seen a copy of a 
Senate bill which calls for a 
"phased" construction of a new 
power plant without CUC having 
to release a new request for pro
posal (RFP). 

The CUC official pointed out 
the economic situation today and 
in 1997 when the CUC Board 
made its original decision to size 
the power plant at 80 megawatts 
is different. 

"Consequently, it is clear that 
the assumptions CUC used to size 
the plant at 80 megawatts in 1997 
may no longer be valid in I 999 
and, to make a responsible deci-

the room on crutches, sat down 
next to his 73-year-old grand
mother and said, "Well guys, I 
guess this means sex is out of the 
question tonight." 

Barkley was drafted fifth over
all by the Sixers out of Auburn in 
1984 and led them to the playoffs 
six times in eight years. 

Reyes . .. 
Continued from page 48 

hole no. 18, Norbert Sablan. 
At Laolao Bay, closest to the 

pin contest at hole nos. 4 & 15, 
Brian Reyes; hole no. 6, Joseph 

nity - to train our people to be 
contributing members of society," 
he said. 

Fleming believes there would be 
a lot of CNMI students who would 
benefit from the trade program. 

'This is to ensure that at the end 
of the our students' senior year, 
they are able to find a job, if they 
are not capable of providing the 
resources for them to go and pur
sue a college education," said 
Fleming. 

The proposal. is aiming to offer 
a Certificate of Initial Mastery for 
students who have mastered the 
skills required of the occupational 
program they participated in. 

sion, CUC must reassess both need 
for power and · the 
Commonwealth's ability to pay 
for expansion of power," said 
Villagomez. 

In 1997, CUC evaluated 13 
original proposals, and went on to 
a second round of evaluation of 
the top seven proposals. 

Due to protests filed, and the 
Office of Public Auditor's (OP A) 
recommendation of a reevalua
tion of the original 13 proposals, 
CUC hired Bums & McDonnel 
and did a new evaluation of the 
original 13 proposals. The results 
were almost identical to CUC's 
evaluation. 

CUC then asked Burns & 
McDonnel to do a new, second 
round of evaluation using differ
ent specifications to proposers and 
received different final offers than 
submitted previously. 

cue said due to the whole 'new 
round of evaluation, both offers 
and results were different from 
the first round and from the previ
ous "final" offers. 

Bums & McDonncl released in 
October the result of its best and 
final evaluation of bidders' pro
posals where Enron 
International' s proposal was 
ranked first, closely followed by 
Tomen Power, then HEI Power 
Corp. 

The Board has 90 days since 
Oct. 16 to make a final decision 
on the power plant project. 

During the course of the 90-day 
period, CUC expanded its con
tract with Bums & McDonnel to 
conduct an evaluation to deter
mine CUC's financial ability to 
move on with the $120 million 
power plant project and an evalu
ation of the current and future 
power supply needs on Saipan. 

The draft report is expected to 
be out this month, while the final 
report will be out in January 2000, 
before the Board finally decides 
on the fate of the project. 

Slow . ... 
Continued from page 48 

coaches, managers and/or team 
representatives that there will be 
a meeting on Wednesday, De
cember 15 at 6 p.m. regarding the 
1999 Christmas Day Tournament 
scheduled to take place Decem-

Aldan; and hole no. 11, Ray 
Santos. 

Most accurate drive for Laolao 
Bay for 9 & 18 was awarded to 
Joe Camacho. 

SGA President Ray Diaz an
nounced that registration is now 

"Right now, we have Marianas 
High School and we have one of 
the best vocational programs that 
we provide for our students there. 
But what we're trying is to make 
it work to ensure that kids can get 
the apprenticeship that they need 
to get and retain jobs. 

"And one area would be to bring 

Fund.· .. 
Continued from page 1 

ter. The S&P 500 gained six 
percent, while Renaissance and 
Provident-the Fund's balanced 
fund managers-gained only 1.7 
percent and 3.1 percent, respec
tively. 

Atalanta, the Fund's large-cap 
manager, posted an impressive 
+8.6 return for the month. 

Small capitalization issues, as 
measured by the Russell 2000had 
a positive month returning +0.31 
percent but was outpaced by the 
Fund's small-cap manager, G.D. 

New ... 
Continued from page 1 

Tenorio said the meetings are 
"another good example of the 
excellent cooperation and support 
of the local business community." 

"My administration is fully 
committed to ensure that eco
nomic development remains the 
top priority of this administra
tion." 

us. • • 
Continued from page 1 

press release. 
"Now,"headded, "we just have 

to find the financial means to get 
the doctor from the States to the 
CNMI." 

The Interior, still according to 
Babauta, has not yet responded to 
his request, though he noted that 
Insular Affairs Director Ferdinand 
Aranza has "previously indicated 
willingness to play a role in solv
ing the PCB problem." 

The PCBs are man-made 
chemicals first introduced in 1929 
and was heralded for their "in
flammability" and stability across 
a range of industrial uses. 

ber 17 through December 19. 
All interested individuals 

should attend. Deadline for the 
entrance fee for the tournament is 
on Thursday, December 16, at 6 
p.m. at the Gilbert C. Ada Gym
nasium Conference Room. 

For more information, you may 
contact Liz Palacios at 235-9890/ 
9892 or Robert A. Guerrero at 
235-1580/1581. 

open fornew membership for the 
association for the year2000. Diaz 
may be reached at 234-5997 for 
more information. 

1999 members are also asked 
to contact Diaz for membership 
re-newal for next year. 

in people in the community who 
can teach them on site whether 
that would be welding, plumbing, 
automotive repair and things like 
that," said Fleming. 

The board yesterday made a 
motion to adapt Pangelinan 's pro
posal, withplanstogetontheproject 
as quick! y as possible. 

Bjurman and Associates, which 
gained +6.0percent for the month. 

All other money managers 
posted positive returns for the first 
month of FY 2000: Invesco Asia 
posted a 2.3 percent gain; Credit 
Suisse Asset Management had a 
+5.5 percent earning; and Invesco 
Management and Research had 
+0.50 percent. 

The value of the Fund's stock 
market investments was pegged 
at $333.2 million for the closure 
of FY 1999. These earnings still 
excludes the Fund investments 
funnelled on-island. Together, 
these two sources comprise the 
amount available for pensioners' 
benefits. 

"I am committing government 
resources to do everything pos
sible to strengthen and diversify 
the economy. "We are working 
closely with the Commonwealth 
Development Authority and other 
agencies for support," said the 
governor. 

The council meeting also in
cluded several regional business 
leaders who participated in the 
initial planning session which will 
continue today. 

It was introduced to Tanapag in 
electrical capacitors originally 
procured by the U.S. Army for a 
missile program in the 1950s. 

The federal government banned 
PCB in the I 970s after establish
ing its ham1ful effects to humans 
and the environment. 

PCB, according to Babauta, has 
been linked to physical, mental 
and behavioral disruption affect
ing fertility, learning ability, ag
gression, parenting and mating. 

The CNMI health department 
has identified at least four doctors 
- two of them from the private 
sector - that will be trained to 
identify PCB-related illnesses 
among Tanapag villagers. 

The move is part of a plan to 
establish an on-site clinic in the 
coastal village. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Che-Che December 11, 1999 

From Mom & Dad 
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Sugar Ray boxer of century 
NEWYORK(AP)-SugarRay 
Robinson, poetry with a punch, is 
the Fighter of the Century. 

He also was voted the greatest 
welterweight and middleweight 
boxer of the century by a five
member panel of experts as
sembled by The Associated Press. 

Muhammad Ali, the century's 
top heavyweight, was the runner
up in the overall category. Ali and 
Robinson each received twofirst
place votes. 

"I have always been a great fan 
of Sugar Ray Robinson," Ali said 
through his wife, Lonnie. "I 
looked up to him throughout my 
career. I know Sugar Ray's fam
ily will be especially proud that so 
many held him in such high re
gard and he was selected as the 
AP Fighter of the Century." 

Robinson was a world welter
weight champion and five-time 
middleweight champion, with a 
175-19-6 record and 109 knock
outs.from 1940-65. Fourteen loses 
and four draws came after he 
turned 36. He held his last middle
weight title at 38. 

'.'He would have been ecstatic," 
Ray Robinson II said of his father 
being voted the century's top 
boxer. "I'm tired of hearing how 
great everybody else was and how 
they could have beaten Dad. No, 
they couldn't have." 

Robinson never lost to a wel
terweight. When he gave up the 
147-pound title to challenge Jake 
LaMotta for the middleweight 
championship in 1951, his record 
was 121-1-2, with the loss (to 
LaMotta) and both draws coming 
in non-title fights against middle
weights. 

Ali was selected the top heavy
weight one point ahead of Joe 
Louis, who made 25 successful 

title defenses. Each of them re
ceived two first-place votes. 

"When I consider I was selected 
out of a category that included 
boxing's greats - Joe Louis, Jack 
Dempsey, Rocky Marciano, Jack 
Johnson and Gene Tunney, it re
ally gives this honor a very spe
cial meaning," Ali said. 

Henry Armstrong, the only 
boxer to hold three world titles 
simultaneously (featherweight, 
lightweight and welterweight), 
finished third as Fighter of the 
Century. 

Rounding out the top 10 were: 
Louis, Willie Pep - who got the 
other first-place vote and was se
lected as the No. I featherweight 
- Dempsey, Roberto Duran, 
Benny Leonard, Billy Conn and 
Harry Greb. 

Marciano was third among 
heavyweights and received one 
first-place vote in the category. 
Rounding out the top IO heavy
weights were: Dempsey, Johnson 
and Larry Holmes in a tie for fifth, 
Sonny Liston, Joe Frazier, and 
Sam Langford and Jersey Joe 
Walcott in a tie for ninth. 

Ali (56-5, 37 knockouts) was 
the first man to win the heavy
weight championship three times. 
He had three legendary fights with 
Frazier, two with Liston and one 
with George Foreman. 

Although a heavyweight, Ali 
often was compared to Robinson 
because of his boxing ability and at 
his peak he had a middleweight's 
speed. He retired in 1981. 

Robinson, who died in I 989 at 
age 68, was picked over Armstrong 
as the best welterweight. As top 
middleweight, he was chosen over 
Greb, a star of the 1920s. 

Robinson almost won the light 
heavyweight championship in 

Sugar Ray Robinson (right) battles Jake LaMotta for the middleweight championship at Chicago Stadium, 
in this Feb. 14, 1951 photo. Robinson was chosen Fighter of the Century beating out Muhammad Aliin voting 
by the AP panel. AP 

1952. He was far ahead of Joey 
Maxim when he collapsed from 
tlie heat on a boiling New York 
night and could not come out for 
the 14th round. 

It was as a welterweight that 
Robinson was at his best. He was 
champion from 1946-50 and was 
5-1 against three other top JO 
welterweights of the century. 

He beat both Armstrong and 

Kid Gavilan (No. 9) twice and 
split two fights with Carmen 
Basilio (No. 6). The two matches 
with Basilio, however, were for 
the middleweight title, and both 
were decided on split decisions. 

Robinson also is remembered 
for his six fights against LaMotta, 
the No.7-ranked middleweight. 
Robinson won five of them. 

The top fighters in six other 

weight classes were Archie 
Moore, light heavyweight; Aaron 
Pryor, junior welterweight; 
Roberto Duran of Panama, light
weight; Alexis Arguello of Nica
ragua, junior lightweight; Mexi
cans Ruben Olivares and Carlos 
Zarate, bantamweight, and 
Pancho Villa of Philippines and 
Miguel Canto of Mexico, fly
weight. 

Kings snap Lakers' 7-win streak, stay undefeated at home 
Kings 103, Lakers 91 

In Sacramento, California, 
Chris Webber had 20points and 
I 2 rebounds as the Sacramento 
Kings ended the Lakers' seven
game winning streak 
and remained unde
feated at home. 

Jason Williams 
and Predrag 
Stojakovic each 
added 19 points for 
Sacramento, which 
had I I steals while 
running its record at Arco Arena 
to 7-0 this season. The Kings 
have won 15 straight regular
season games on their home 
court. 

Kobe Bryant, making his first 
start of the season, and Shaquille 
O'Neal each scored 27 points 
for Los Angeles. Bryant missed 
tL Lakers' first 15 games with 
a broken right hand, and came 
off the bench in the last four 
games. 

Celtics 115, Nuggets 90 
In Boston, Tony Battie had 

15 points and 12 rebounds, and 
Bostc,n took advantage of a bad 
night by former Celtic Ron 
Mercer. 

Los Angeles Lakers' Shaqui/le O'Neal (right) shoots over Sacramento 
Kings' Vlade Divac in the first quarter Tuesday in Sacramento, Calif. AP 

The 115 points and 25-point 
margin of victory were season
bests for Boston, which took a 10-
point lead in the first 2: 10, 
stretched it to 21 at halftime and 
made it 30 midway through the 
third quarter. 

Mercer, one of Boston's first
round draft picks in 1997, was 
traded for Danny Fortson over the 
summer because the Celtics feared 
they wouldn't be able to sign him. 
Mercer leads the Nuggets in scor
ing, but he was rusty after missing 
the previous two games with a 
sinus infection and scored only 
two points on l-of-6 shooting. 

Nets 107, Bucks 90 
In East Rutherford, New Jer

sey, Stephan Marbury showed 
NBA assists leader Sam Cassell 
some nifty passing of his own, 
handing out 14 assists as the New 
Jersey Nets won their second 
straight for the first time this sea
son. 

In a dominant all-around per
formance against the player who 
preceded him as the Nets' 
playmaker, Marbury finished with 
25 points to Cassell 's I 0. 

Cassell, who entered the game 
averaging 9.2 assists, had just five 

assists and six turnovers. 
Hawks 99, Clippers 81 

In Atlanta, Isaiah Rider 
scored a season-high 38 points 
as the Atlanta Hawks won their 
fifth consecutive game. 

DikembeMutomboadded 16 
points and 14 rebounds, all on 
the defensive end, for Atlanta. 
The Hawks, who won for the 
eighth time in their last I 0 
games, reached the .500 mark 
for the first time this season. 

The Clippers, who lost their 
seventh straight overall and 10th 
in a row toAtlanta,got 17 points 
and a career-high 20 rebounds 
from Michael Olowokandi. 

Cavaliers 107, Bulls 93 
In Cleveland, Bob Sura 

scored 24 of his 29 points in the 
first half as tL.: Cleveland Cava
liers handed the Chicago Bulls 
their I 0th straight loss. 

Chicago, playing without lead
ing scorer Elton Brand, dropped 
to 1-15 and matched the worst 
start in franchise history. The Bulls 
last began a season this poorly in 
1967-68, and they hadn't lost JO 
in a row since the I 976-77 sea
son, when they dropped a team
record 13 straight. 
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s career over 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) -
Charles Barkley began his ca

" reer in Philadelphia 16 years 
il ago. He ended it there Wednes
lj day night- with a broken-down 
! knee and an exit that was so 
:: surreal it could have only hap
:; pened to him. 
lj With friends and family in 
fa the stands to celebrate his final 
il game in Philly, Barkley rup
ij ~red a tendon in his knee in the 
ll first quarter of the Houston 
\J Rockets' game against the 
rJ 76ers. 
~ His mother and grandmother 
r cried one moment and laughed 
tl the next as Barkley announced 

i afterward that this game was 
his last. 

"I guess the big fel!a in. the 
tl sky wanted me to finish nght 
~ where I started," said Barkley, 
ti the Houston forward who al
fjl ready announced that he is re
h tiring after this season. "There 
(j were a lot of people here tonight 
~ who saw me play my first game 

11 andsawmeplaymylastgame." 
ll Barkley broke down crying 
H in the locker room when doc
H tors told him what happened to 
~ his knee. He called his wife to 
fJ tell her his career was- over. 
~ "I do think it was supposed to 
~ happen like this," Barkley said. 

"It was supposed to end in Phila
delphia." 

Barkley was going up to block 
a shot by Tyrone Hill when he 
lost his balance and hit the floor 
hard with 4:09 left in the first. 
The tendon that attaches his 
thigh to his kneecap ruptured. 
The injury, rare in basketball, 

Houston Rockets' Charles Barkley is examined after an injury in the first 
quarter against the Philadelphia 76ers Wednesday in Phildelphia. 
Barkley ruptured a tendon in his knee and will need surgery that could 
put him out for the season. AP 

requires surgery and at least six 
months of rehabilitation. 

Sixers team doctor Jack 
McPhilemy said it would be ca-

reer-threatening even for a young 
player. Bad<ley will be 37 in Feb
ruary. 

"I knew it was over as soon as I 

Reyes, Aldan among 
SG~s best for 1999 

TI-IE SAIP AN Golfers Associa
tion (SGA) recently held a two
day golf championship tourna
ment at the Coral Ocean Point 
Resort and at Laolao Bay Golf 
Resort West Course. 

Top winner and SGA's Best 
for 1999 title was awarded to 
Brian P. Reyes who shot a total 
gross score of 75 on day one at 
COP and a gross score of 74 at 
Laolao West Course for a com
bined gross total of 149. 

Reyes' net of 137 gave him 
the SGA 1999 Title and per
petual trophy. 

two-day net score of 148. 
Manibusan and Joe Camacho 
have the lowest handicap on the 
association with identical 2. 

Reyes took home a 19" color 
TV, cash prize and first place 
trophy. Perpetual trophy win
ners so far are as follows; 1996 
Charles Reyes, 1997 John 
Babauta, 1998JoeDemapanand 
this year Brian Reyes. 

SGA also had other contest 
during the event. Closest to the 
pin at COP on hole no. 3, Judge 
Manibusan; hole no. 7, Norbert 
Sablan; hole no. 12, Joe 
Camacho; and hole no. 14, Ray 
Salas. 

TI-IE SAIP AN Softbal Associa
tion informs all coaches/manag
ers of the 1999M~n'si~~,md Wide 
Slow-Pitch Softball League that 
the games originally scheduled 
for Wednesday, December 1, but 
were postponed due to weather 
has been rescheduled for Sunday, 
December 12, at the following 
times: 

• 5:00 p.m. - Local Forces vs. 
Bad Boyz 

• 4:00 p.m. - Team Familia vs. 
Laly4 

In addition, the following game 
that was also postponed has been 
rescheduled for the same day: 

Houston Rockets' Charles 
Barkley returns to the court on 
crutches after the injury. AP 

saw it," Barkley said. "I knew it 
was over when it first happened. 
I saw the way the kneecap was 
bulging through my leg and I 
said, 'Well, it's been fun.'" 

The Sixers honored Barkley 
before the game and flew his 
mother, Charcey Glenn, and 
grandmother, Johnnie Mickens, 
to the game. Glenn was in tears 
as Barkley talked about the in
jury and his career during a news 
conk; ~nee that capped a tumul
tuous, outrageous, accomplished 
basketball career. 

"God doesn 'tmake mistakes," 
Mickens said. "He ended it right 
where it started. He said he was 
going to retire, and I took it with 
a grain of salt. Now I really do 
believe he's going out, before 
it's too late." 

Sixers guard Aaron McKie 
said, "l'msurehew'ishedhecould 

·".,;:, 
/;.. 

have left standing tall." 
Hill embraced Barkley after / 

the game, wished him luck and ~ 
thanked him for paving the way ~ ,, 
for other players. ~ 

"He did so much for the· 1 
league, no one will really know r1 

how much," Hill said. (j 
Sixers president Pat Croce, f1 

who was the team's' trainer !1

1 
when Barkley played in Phila- I. 

delphia, said the injury could fj 
need as much as a year of reha- t1 
bilitation. 11 

"I love Charles," Croce said. \1 

"When I came into the 76ers in fj 
'84, he was my 'Round Mound Ii 
ofRebound.' ... Igothimdown ij 
from 290 pounds to the svelte iJ 

260 he is now. I was the one !J 
who chased the pizza delivery [j 
guy away at 12o'clockatnight." !] 

Barkley played with a sore !i 
right quadriceps, but that had r1 

nothing to do with the injury. ~ 
He said he will not have sur- fJ 

gery until after Friday, when ~ 
Bill Russell and the Boston ~ 
Celtics plan to honor him. /l 

"I love his enjoyment of the fj 
I· 

game," Rockets coach Rudy ti 
Tomjanovich said. "He's been (i 
very good for the game, added H 
a lot of color and excitement." ~ 

The crowd, which gave ~ 
Barkley six standing ovations, ~ 
reacted with loud "Ohhs" when ~ 
Barkley's injury was an-1 
nounced. They rose to their feet • 
when Barkley limped to the ,' 
Rockets' bench on crutches with ~ 
1 :34 left in the second quarter, ; 
and again when the game was 
over. 

~Cc-o-n=u-n-ue-d-.-o_n_p_a_g_e_4=5 

Tom Aldan grabbed the sec
ond place with a combined two
day net score of 146. Most accurate drive on hole 

no. 9, Judge Manibusan; and 

Continued on page 46 

3:00 p.m. - Sedi Kau vs. Specs Pitchers in U.S. Major League Baseball Byung Hyun Kim of the Arizona 
SSA also advises all interested Diamondbacks and Weong Jae Seo of the Newp't._ork Mets join Miss 

I 

Judge Edward Manibusan got 
the third place with a combined 

SA.lfJP'AN 
P.O. Box 231 Saipan, MP 9G950 

• Tel. (G/0) 23H341 • 7578 • 9797 
• Fax: (G70) 23,1-9271 

E-mail: younis@gtopac1fica.net 
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