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Cohen steps up push 
to"7ards US takeover 
WASHINGTON - President 
Clinton's Special Representative 
to the U.S.-CNMI Section 902 
talks Edward B. Cohen last Fri
day called for a renewed effort to 
phase in federal immigration and 
minimum wage laws in the NMI 
and enact legislation to ensure 
trade laws applying to it are not 
misused. 

The recommendation followed 
consultations between Cohen and 
special representatives of Gov. 
Pedro P. Tenorio earlier this year 
and the alleged failure of the 
CNMI government to adequately 
address federal concerns with the 
CNMI's controversial foreign la
bor system and customs practices 

Fellinis new 
COMNAVMAR 

\ 

Variety News Staff 
HAGATNA-U.S. Rear Ad
miral Tom S. Fellin has taken 
over as Commander of Naval 
Forces Marianas 
(COMNA VMAR) and 
CINCPAC Representative for 
the Marianas, Micronesia and 
Palau. 

He replaces Rear Adm. 
Jonathan Greenert who has 
taken on a new assignment. 

Fellin was born in Colorado 
and graduated from Fort Lewis 
College in 1970. He entered 
the Navy through Aviation 
Officer Candidate School and 
was commissioned in Febru
ary 1971 and later designated 
a Naval Flight Officer in Au
gust 1971. 

Rear Admiral Fellin com
manded the Navy's only per
manently forward deployed 
aircraft carrier, the USS Inde
pendence in 1996 until August 
1997. 

Other significant sea assign
ments included command of 
USS Cleveland from July 1993 
to January 1995 followed by 
duty as Operations Officer for 
Commander Seventh Fleet 
until May 1996. 

His aviation assignments 
were in Attack Squadrons 165, 
95 and 196 flying the all
weather, medium attack A-6 
Intruder, and at Air Wing 
Eleven as the Deputy Wing 
Commander. 

He commanded V A-196 and 
led the squadron through an 

Continued on page 15 
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over the past year. 
The recommendations are con

tained in a report to the president 
which notes that while the Tenorio 
Administration has made efforts 
to address some of the most egre
gious secondary effects of the 
CNMI's labor and immigration 
policies, it has failed to address its 
fundamental problems. 

Moreover, the report concludes 
that in recent months the CNMI 's 
commitment to reform has waned. 

"I had deferred making any rec
ommendations to the president 
after our consultations earlier in 
the year, hoping that abuses would 
be adequately addressed and leg- · 
islation would be unnecessary," 

Edward B. Cohen 

Cohen explained in a press state
ment. 

"Unfortunately, reform efforts 
have not continued." 

Federal immigration and mini
mum wage law does not currently 
apply to the CNMI. Its industries 
also are not subject to U.S. duties 
and quotas on products they send 
to the customs territory of the 
U.S. - the States, the District of 
Columbia, and the Common
wealth of Puerto Rico. 

The CNMI's labor and immi
gration policies have resulted in 
large numbers of foreign workers 
being ,brought to garment and 
other factories in the CNMI for 
temporary work under conditions 
which both federal law enforce
ment officials and human rights 
groups believe are abusive. 

Continued on page 15 

These children were all smiles for the camera during the Christmas party hosted by the Korean Women's 
Association of Saipan for the Manamko at the Aging Center Friday. Photo by Marian A. Maraya 

Herman M. Manglona 

Manglona 
sentencing 
set t9day tl 

f' 
By Ferdie de la Torre fj 

i Variety News Staff . [1 
1 FORMERSenatorHermanM. fl 
rj Manglona is expected to be ~ 
·1 sentenced today in federal [I 

court in connection with tj 
f charges that he had accepted f j 
~ bribes during his term as Tinian f ! 

~ mayor and tried to influence a ;; 
fl d, h C ,/ ;I gran Juror to pus 1or a vote iJ 
i! against his indictment. i; 
il The Variety gathered ' 
;i Manglona 's sentencing was re
ii scheduled to today at I :30 p.m. 
H The U.S. District Court for the 
H NMI had earlier set the sen- , 
[j tencing for the 53-year-cld ri 
:; Manglona on Dec. 21. ', 
iJ The U.S. Attorney's Office ;, 
\l filed information charging the i 
!.'! former senator with bribery : 
ij concerning programs receiv- !: 
lj ing federal funds and endeav- :; 
[j oring t? corruptly influence a /i 
t1 grand Jllror. u 
II I . d' ,1 1 n a separate m 1ctment, :: 
f Manglona was charged with /: 
i. one count of mail fraud and six / 
1j counts of bribery concerning ;i 
/:) programs receiving federal ff 
!i funds. ' 
· Manglona pleaded guilty to , 

charges in the infollllation. The 
charges carry a maximum pen
alty of 20 years· imprisonment 

: and a fine of not more than .. 
,· I· 

[j $500,000. _. l\ 
ll~. ~ontinue

1
d ,on !~~;-~~J 

Speaker's post not in bag; Fitial may make move 
By Jojo Dass 
Variety News Staff 

RE-Ei.ECTED Rep. Heinz S. 
Hofschnei'der (R-Saipan) on Fri
day expressed hopes Republi
can partymates who have en
dorsed him to be the speaker of 
the 12th House of Representa
tives will honor their commit
ment, amidst continued lobby
ing by Rep. Benigno R. Fitial 
(R-Saipan) for the post. 

Fitial, well-placed sources 
said, has organized a coalition 
with elected Democrats and is Heinz S. Hofschneider Benigno R. Fitial 

now wooing the "swing votes" 
of at least two more Republi
cans in Hofschneider's camp ro 
muster the needed IO votes. 

Fitial's moves had been la
beled by incumbent House 
Speaker Diego T. Benavente as 
a "concern." 

Hofschneider for his part re
mains optimistic: "I can only go 
on the basis of the commitment 
and the sincerity and honesty. 
integrity of everyone that signed 
out in supporting me. 

Continued on page 26 
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Strong quake rattles RP 

Hospital patients and medical workers evacuate a patient moments after a strong earthquake rocked Manila 
and other provinces of the country's main island of Luzon yesterday. AP 

\1ANILA, Philippines 
(Reuters) · A strong earthquake 
shook the main Philippine island 
of Luzon. including the capital 
Manila. yesterday, and officials 
reported two deaths but relatively 
light damage. 

The tremor, which struck at2:03 
a.m. (I :03 p.m. EST Saturday), 
had a magnitude of 6.8 on the 
open-end;d Richter scale. the 
Philippine Institute of Vulcanol
ogy and Seismology said. 

Altogether l 4aftershocks were 
recorded during the day, with the 
strongest measuring 5.5. the 
institute's chief Raymundo 
Punongbayan said. 

Civil defense officials said there 
were no reports of major damage 
but police said a number of build
ings in Manila suffered cracks 
and shattered glass panels. 

Train operations were stopped in 
Manila, civil defenseofficialssaid. 

25 die as 
ferry sinks 

DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP)
A ferry packed with more than 
300 people sank in southern 
Bangladesh on Saturday, kill
ing at least 25 people anJ leav
ing as many as l 00 missing. 
officials said. 

The double-decker ferry 
Faluuni went down in the 
Me;hna River near the island 
to\\;n of Bhola. 65 miles south 
of the capital. Dhaka. The boat 
was carrying double its capac
ity when it was buffeted by the 
wake of a ship heading in the 
opposite direction, said the 
area's police chief. Abu Bakr 
Siddique. 

Local fishermen rescued 
about 150 passengers who 
jumped overboard and another 
50 people swam ashore, Bhola 
government administrator 
Gu I !al Singh said in a telephone 
interview. Rescue work was 
suspended as night fell. Offi
cials feared that many of the 
missing people were dead. 

A salvage ship from Dhaka 
was on its way to the accident 
site, state-run Bangladesh tele
vision reported. 

Punongbayan told Reuters dam
age was relatively light because 
the focus of the earthquake was 
offshore and nearly 40 miles deep. 

The ·quake was centered off 
the coast of Pangasinan province, 
about 112 miles north of Manila, 
the institute said. 

One casualty was a patient at a 
Manila hospital who died of a 
heart attack at the height of the 
tremor. The other was an I I-year 
old girl hit by a concrete wall 
while sleeping inside her house in 
northern Zambales province. 

Staff at another Manila hospital 
evacuated many serious patients 
to a nearby school playground. 

Several people were injured 
after being hit by falling objects 
or as they fled their homes, Ma
nila mayor Lito Atienza said. One 
man was hit by a crane which fell 
from the upper floors of a build
ing under construction. 

Power was knocked out in parts 
of Manila and several provinces 
of Luzon, the country's largest 
island with40million people, two 
thirds of the Philippine popula
tion, officials said. 

Defense Secretary Orlando 
Mercado said there were no re
ports of any buildings collapsing 
and damage should be limited to 
old and poorly built structures. 
He said authorities were working 
to restore power. 

The earthquake-prone Philip
pines was last hit by a major tremor 
in 1990 when a 7 .8-magnitude 
quake toppled dozens of build
ings on Luzon, killing more than 
1,600 people. 

Saturday Luzon was hit by a 
massive power blackout after 
large quantities of jellyfish were 
sucked into the water intake struc
ture of a major power plant, offi
cials said. 

Anxious Japan awaits 
test for imperial baby 

TOKYO (Reuters) - Is she or 
isn't she'l 

Japan is eagerly awaiting the 
answer this week whether Crown 
Princess Masako is pregnant after 
six years of marriage. 

If Masako, 36, gives hirth to a 
boy. the newly born baby would 
be second in line to the Chrysan
themum Throne. 

No royal males have been born 
since 1965, when the Crown 
Prince's younger brother, Prince 
Akishino, was born. Akishino's 
two children are girls. 

The Harvard-and Oxford-educated 
Masako is scheduled to undergo an 
ultrasound test this week at an Impe
rial Palace hospital to confirm the 
results of a urine test last week that 
indicated she was pregnant. 

If everything goes smoothly, 
Masako could deliver a baby in 
early August 2000, according to 
local media reports. 

Since Masako ended her career 
as a diplomat and married Japa· 
nese Crown Prince Naruhito in 
1993, the couple's failure to pro
duce a child has been one of the 
most thoroughly scrutinized sub-

Princess Masako 

jects in the country. 
At the time of their marriage, 

Masako was seen as a modem 
princess who would liberate the 
stuffy male-dominated monarchy. 

Over the years, however, 
Masako tu med into a demure, soft
spoken presence who traded busi
ness suits and briefcases for stodgy 
hats and dresses. 

Japan's hyperactive media have 
already camped out by the hun
dreds in locations near the palace 
and Masako's parents' home in 
Tokyo to report the pregnancy 
test news live. 

WORLD/NATION 

News B,riefs · 
16 dead in Indonesian landslide 

JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP)- Hundreds of people were searching 
desperately for their loved ones three days after a massive landslide 
buried parts of a village on Sumatra island, police said Saturday. 

The death toll stood at 16 and there was little hope of finding any 
of the remaining 40 missing people alive. 

The village was buried when the top of a hill gave way and came 
crashing down, destroying part of Seberang Palinggam village, about 
625 miles northwest of Jakarta,said Sgt. Edi Surya of the local police. 
Nineteen families lived in 16 buildings that were destroyed by the 
earth and mud. Heavy rain has hampered rescue efforts. 

"We haven't given up hope, the search will go on," Surya said. 
On Friday, rescuers found two people alive after they had been 

buried for 36 hours. 

China tries dozens in piracy case 
BEIJING (AP)- In its biggest high-seas piracy case in years, China 
is trying 38 people for crimes including the slaying of 23 seamen who 
were bludgeoned to death and dumped overboard, state media said 
Saturday. 

Prosecutors allege that the 38 defendants, who went on trial Friday, 
were members of a gang that posed as anti-smuggling police to hijack 
three ships in 1998. 

One of those hijacked was the Chang Sheng, a freighter carrying 
coal cinders, state-run newspapers reported. 

Prosecutors say the pirates handcuffed, tied up and gagged the 
ship's 23 crew members, the reports said. 

S. Korea leader seeks China ties 
SEO UL, South Korea (AP)-South Korea's president appealed for 
more cooperation and exchanges with China during a meeting Satur
day with the Chinese foreign minister, officials at the president's 
office said. 

"The relations between South Korea and China made great strides 
since opening ties in 1992. I hope for more active exchanges in the 
next century," the officials quoted President Kim Dae-jung as telling 
Chinese Foreign Minister Tang Jiaxuan. 

Kim thanked Chinafornot devaluating the Chinese yuan s dfpchina 
dsaduring the Asian financial crisis. Tang, meanwhile, praised Kim's 
leadership and South Korea's efforts to overcome the economic 
troubles, said the officials, who requested anonymity. 

P. Rico lobbyist was 
terrorist, report says 

WASHINGTON (AP)- The activist who successfully lobbied the 
White House for the release of 14 jailed Puerto Rican separatists was 
a leader in the terrorist organization FALN, a congressional report 
obtained on Saturday alleges. 

The report said that Luis Nieves Falcon corresponded with several 
top Clinton administration officials on the clemency and was a 
member and leader of the militant Puerto Rican independence group. 

The report, prepared by Rep. Daniel Burton's Committee on 
Government Reform, included letters documenting Falcon's corre
spondence and at least one meeting with the Clinton administration. 
And it cited federal law enforcement sources who had requested 
anonymity in declaring him a leader of the terrorist group. 

Falcon did not immediately return phone calls place to his home in 
Puerto Rico on Saturday. 

Gore suggests visa 
for Gonzalez's father 

ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) - Vice President Al Gore suggested Satur
day that Elian Gonzali.:z' father should be given a visa to visit this 
country so he can express, without possible intimidation, his views on 
the best interests of the boy. 

The 6-year-old boy who was found clinging to an inner tube off the 
coast of Fort Lauderdale on Thanksgiving Day having survived a 
boating accident that claimed the life of his mother during an attempt 
to illegally enter the United States. Now he is at the center of an 
international custody fight that has caused thousands in Cuba to 
march in the streets waving posters of Elian. 

The boy's father has asked that the boy be sent back to Cuba and has 
indicated he won't come to this country to petition for his son. 

Discharge urged for gay reservist 
PHOENIX (AP) -· A military investigator is recommending the 
Army discharge a reserve lieutenant who revealed his sexual orien
tation while on the job as a state lawmaker. 

Army officials began investigating Lt. Steve May after he dis
cussed his homosexuality during a legislative hearing in February. 
May was a civilian at the time, but was recalled to active duty a few 
weeks later. 

·'It appears the immediate commander has not an option but to 
recommend initiation of a separation action to higher headquarters," 
the investigator, Maj. Eileen Norton, wrote in her report. The report 
is part of May's confidential personnel file, which he released to The 
Associated Press. 
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Vehicle sales do"7D. 20% 
By Haidee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

LOCAL automotive industry re
corded yet another slowdown in 
sales with only 70 brand new 
vehicles sold in November com
pared to the same month last 
year. 

This latest sales figure marked 
a 20.45 percent decline from the 
88 sold units during the same 
month in 1998, the Common
wealth Aut,0 Dealers' Associa-

tion (CADA) revealed in its 
monthly sales and market share 
report. 

The year-to-date vehicle sales 
record is pegged at 772, down by 
42 percent from last year during 
the month of November. 

The local automotive industry 
has been one of the businesses 
hardest hit by the Asian economic 
crisis with sales of brand new 
vehicles almost reaching the bot
tom due to consumers' lesser buy-

B ill seeks 100% rebate 
on land payment taxes 

By Jojo Dass 
Variety News Staff 

REPRESENTATIVE Heinz S. 
Hofschneider has come up with a 
proposed measure allowing land
owners paid by government in 
exchange for portions of their lots 
to get a I 00-percent rebate on 
taxes paid on such settlements. 

House Bill 11-502, said 
Hofschneider, "further remedies 
the inequity" in government's 
transactions with landowners. 

The government had earlier 
enacted Public Laws I 1-36 and 
11-93, which allows landowners 
to waive tax payments for land 
deals with the government. 

Hofschneider, who was among 
those behind the laws, explained 
that it was unfair for landowners 
to be paying taxes for what gov
ernment paid them in exchange 
for their land as such violates the 
premise of buying land on a 
"value-to-value" basis. 

However, Hofschneider ex
plained, H.B. 11-502 still needs 
to be passed. 

Copin 
theft case 
charged 

By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

THEATTORNEYGeneral'sOf
fice filed Friday formal charges 
against a police officer who was 
a1Tested for allegedly stealing 
items at the former Rudolpho 'sin 
Sadog Tasi. 

Officer Edwin Santos Aguon 
was charged with burglary and 
theft before the Superior Court. 

Chief.Prosecutor Kevin Lynch 
in the information stated that on 
or about Oct. 28 to Nov. 7 Aguon 
unlawfully entered the 
Rudolpho's. 

Lynch said Aguon stole from 
the establishment cooking uten
sils, chairs, tables, computer, 
monitor, printer, keyboard, food 
pans, a meat grinder, a meat slicer, 
and other restaurant equipment. 

Associate Judge Timothy H. 
Bellas allowed the release of 
Aguon on a $5,000 unsecured 
bond after finding the defendant 
not a flight risk. 

"Landowners who received cash 
compensation from ... government 
in exchange for private land were 
required to pay tax on such gains, 
while landowners who received 
public land in exchange for their 
private land were not required to 
pay tax," stated the bill. 

"There is another section of the 
tax code that we need to amend," 
said Hofschneider. 

"We still have a problem in 
compensating their rebate. We 
need to amend the rebate section 
to give them the money due. We 
are adding the new section stating 
that whenever government ac
quires property and compensa
tion is in cash, a JOO-rebate is 
given to taxpayers," Hofschneider 
further explained. 

"In other words, zero tax." 
The bill was pre-filed on Dec. 

9. 
The House of Representatives 

could not act on it, and on some 22 
other proposed measures, in a ses
sion called last Friday as it failed 
to have a quorum. 

ing power. 
In fact, one of the local key 

players - Midway Motors -
was not able to sell at least a 
single brand new vehicle in No
vember. It, however, posted sales 
of second-hand vehicles. 

For the longest time now, 
Micro! Corporation again got the 
lion's share of the market with 43 
brand new vehicles sold in No
vember. Micro! is the local dis
tributor of Toyota, GM and Hino, 

among other vehicle brands. It 
sold 30 second-hand vehicles dur
ing the period under review. 

J oeten Motors came in next with 
14sold brandnewunitsofNissan, 
Ford, Honda and Kia vehicles. 
As for second-hand vehicles, 
Joeten Motors was able to sell 18 
units. 

Triple J Motors landed in third 
place with 13 brand new units of 
Hyundai, Mitsubishi, Isuzu, 
Suzuki and Subaru sold. It also 

sold 14 units of second-hand ve
hicles. 

Midway Motors, local distribu
tor of Mazda uni ts, was not able to 
sell a single brand new unit, but 
posted 12 units of sold second
hand vehicles. 

CNMI vehicle sales plunged by 
25percentlastyear,orfrom 1,949 
units sold in 1997 to only 1,457 in 
1998. For 1999, CADA projects 
at least I ,000 total new vehicle 
sales. 

PSS meets with topA&E firm 
to discuss school project skeds 

By Marian A. Maraya 
Variety News Staff 

BOARD of Education (BOE) 
members and key Public School 
System (PSS) officials met late 
last week with representatives of 
Tanaguchi and Ruth, a leading 
architectural and engineering (N 
E) firm which will do work on 
planned junior and senior high 
schools on Saipan. 

Tanaguchi and Ruth, accord
ing to BOE member and Capital 
Improvement Projects (CIP) 
Committee head Anthony 
Pellegrino, will be doing the ini
tial conceptual drawing for the 
three high schools. 

"Because time is of the es
sence, what we've asked them to 
do is fast track the concept," 
Pellegrino said. 

The firm will draw out eleva
tion plans, floor plans, and create 
the projects' blueprint which ac
cording to Pelhgrino constitutes 
about 30 percent of the over-all 
work expected to be done on all 
three high schools. 

"It should take about 45 to 60 

Anthony Pellegrino, 

days to do that," said Pellegrino. 
"After that, we turn these open 

for bid to contractors, big con
tractors who have the in-house 
design facilities. The chosen con
tractor will then do the other 70 
percent work. This way we start 
the schools much faster. 

"We use the NE firm origi
nally (which is serving) as the 
construction manager that will 
monitorthecontractors. That way 
we can get much faster and keep 
our costs considerably, instead of 
paying for three different design-

ers for architectural drawings," 
Pellegrino said: 

A total of$19 million has been 
set aside for the junior and se
nior high schools. 

"The senior high schools cost 
approximately $10.7 million, 
and the rest will be for the junior 
high school," he said. 

Some 24 classrooms are ex
pected to be built on each cam
pus, according to Pellegrino. 

"We're seeing the Kagman 
area where the schools will be 
joined in one huge complex. On 
one side, the junior high and on 
the other, the senior high," 
Pellegrino added. 

The financing for the erection 
of schools was pegged at $30 
million originally. 

"Wegave$7.5 million to Rota 
and Tinian, $3.7 million each. 
The remaining amount is for 
Saipan which is approximately 
$22 million. We've allocated 
$19 million for schools, and the 
other $4 million for the modern
ization of our existing school 
systems," said Pellegrino. · 

Court records showed that the 
Department of Public Safety con
ducted an investigation into the 
burglary and theft incident at the 

Muslims gather at the Garapan mosque Thursday evening to mark the start of the holy month of Ramadan, during which Muslims abstain from 
food, drink, smoking and sex, from dawn till dusk. Photo by Marian Maraya 

Continued on page 23 
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House yet to pass CIP bill 
By Jojo Dass 
Variety News Staff 

TI-IE HOUSE of Representatives 
has a mere two weeks to go and 
it has yet to act on pending vital 
bills, including one on how to 
spend the $30,000 interim fund
ing for capital improvement 
projects. 

Session was called Friday but 
the Lower Chamber failed to 
muster a quorum that would have 
enabled it to pass the CIP bill 
with the needed 14 votes. 

There were only 11 House 
members present, including the 
four incumbent Republicans de
feated at the midterm elections 
last month. 

It was the second time in a row 
that a quorum was not reached. 

"I am going send another let
ter out for a session next week 
and I will be asking them indi
vidually to please attend theses-

sion. These bills are important 
and we will move them," said 
House Speaker Diego T. 
Benavente, in an interview. 

He said he does not see the 
absence of the eight other House 
members as insubordination, add
ing that he "does not think of it 
that way." 

"There has been many times in 
the past, and not necessarily dur
ing a lameduck Legislature, where 
we were not able to get quorum," 
Benavente said. 

Aside from the speaker, those 
also present were House Floor 
Leader Ana S. Teregeyo (R
Saipan), Vice Speaker Jesus T. 
Attao (R-Saipan), and Reps. Karl 
T. Reyes (R-Saipan), Herman T. 
Palacios (R-Saipan), Manuel A. 
Tenorio (R-Saipan), Heinz 
Hofschneider (R-Saipan), Frank 
G. Cepeda (R-Saipan), Bernadita 
T. Seman (R-Saipan), Melvin 0. 

Faisao (R-Saipan) and Rosiky F. 
Camacho (D-Saipan). 

Minority Floor Leader Dino 
M. Jones (D-Saipan), and Reps. 
Oscar M. Babauta, Alejo M. 
Mendiola (R-Rota), Jose A. 
Hocog (R-Tinian), Malua Peter 
(Ind.-Saipan), David M. Apatang 
and Maximo L. Olopai (D
Saipan). 

Jones, Olopai and Hocog were 
also absent in an earlier session 
called a week before. 

If enacted House Bill 11-496 
would by now be in the Senate, 
which is expected to act on it 
swiftly so that money, amount
ing to a total of $50.8 million, 
including federal matching fund, 
may finally be released for some 
38 proposed projects. 

There are also 12 more bills 
that need to be acted upon by the 
House, eight of them from the 
Senate. 

CDA: Nothing amiss in project · 
• . l 

Car Aircon Evaporator 
(Most Type) 

S350.00 w/.lristallation Giiarantl'Cd for I\\O 12) years 
Inquire at: CBC AIRCOXDITIOXIXG 

IAcros,Tmrn House Dept. Store I Tel, So.23;.3110 

$800.00 Weekly Potential Processing 
Government Refunds at Home .. 
Ko Experience Necessary 
1·800-966-3599 Ext 1976. 

~OOLER 

By Marian A. Maraya 
Variety News Staff 
COMMONWEALTH Devel-

opment Authority (CDA) Board 
Chair Juan S. Tenorio said he 
does not believe Commonwealth 
Utilities Corporation {CUC) is 
purposely delaying action on the 
long overdue 80-megawattpower 
plant on Saipan. 

"If there's any 'underthe table' 
negotiations; then please, I think 
we should find out. But the way I 

OPEN MEAT FREEZER 
SHELVES SnVicente / 

SCALE "'"' ~ 
KITHEJ\IWAHE /A~ Danda, 

TOYS /oJocte; Airport 

25%-50% OFF Entire Stock 
Contact: MRS. Jo·u . 

- at Tel. 235-1191 

look at it, there is just nobody in 
my mind that could be involved 
with the companies. 

"I think it's a clean proposal 
and it's a clean evaluation," said 
Tenorio. 

"Coming from CDA, we don't 
see any problems whatsoever." 

CUC is an independent agency 
capable of managing its own li
abilities, according to Tenorio. 

"So instead of letting the com
Continued on page 23 
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Hotel occupancy rate 
projections not rosy 

By Haidee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

AVERAGE monthly occupancy 
for most hotels in the CNMI is 
expected to fall within the 58 to 
60 percent range at the closure of 
1999, almost the same rate re
corded last year which was con
sidered the lowest in a seven-year 
period, the Hotel Association of 
the Northern Mariana Islands 
(HANMI) disclosed over the 
weekend. 

HANMI said a better monthly 
occupancy rate during the second 
half of 1999 will not be able to 
result in a yearly rate improve-. 
ment from the previous years' 
records. 

Ron Sablan, HANMI president, 
said the target occupancy rate is 
based on surveys and other feed
back from member-hotels and 
Japan-based counterparts. 

"We expect 1999 monthly oc
cupancy would close at around 58 
percentto 60percent. That's more 
or less realistic," Sablan said in an 
interview on Friday. 

The half-a-billion-dollar tour
ism industry has been the hardest 
hit by the Asian economic reces
sion, with hotel occupancy aver
aging only 58.05 percent in 1998, 
the lowest ever in a period of 

seven years. 
During prior years, occupancy 

would average from 73.49 per
cent to 85.57 percent. 

However, HANMI eyes much 
improved monthly occupancy 
records for Year 2000 if charter 
flights are sustained, more airline 
seats are made available for 
CNMI-bound tourists, and new 
tourism markets are developed. 

"Without any charter flights or 
additional regular flights, or with
out a new market that will be 
developed, we will not see im
provement in occupancy for the 
next year," said Sablan. 

Atthesametime,HANMidoes 
not see any improvement in the 
number of working hours of hotel 
employees. Sablan said most ho
tels still maintain a 66-hour work 
hours, and may take time to go 
back to 80-hour per pay day prior 
to the onset of the regional eco
nomic turmoil. 

HANMI is a professional asso
ciation made up of the 20 leading 
hotels representing over 3,400 
rooms in the CNMI. It aims to 
support and ericourage coopera
tion among member-hotels by 
providing a forum for sharing 
ideas on issues of common con
cern. 
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FTE requests MOmay-MAgetNEWai 
By Jojo Dass 
Variety News Staff 

THE NUMBER of full-time em
ployees being requested by the 
different government departments 
may not be granted while some 
programs may face budget cuts 
for the current fiscal year. 

In an interview Friday, House 
Floor Leader Ana S. Teregeyo 
(R-Saipan) said members are still 
reviewing a final draft of the 
House Ways and Means 
Committee's version of the bud
get bill. 

She said the review covers a 
scrutiny of existing administra
tive and executive offices that may 
unnecessarily be eating up por
tions of the budgetpie tosee where 
cuts can be made. 

For his part, Ways and Means 

Ana S. Teregeyo 

Chair, Rep. Karl T. Reyes (R
Saipan) said the budget will be 
having "very minimal amend
ments" when it goes to the Senate 
for approval. 

Reyes said some government 
positions will not" be filled as a 

result of the meager budget pro
posed by the administration. 

"We need to review adminis
trative offices and executive of
fices that pay for salary versus 
operations, what to do with an 
office that does not have much to 
operate, does not much have to 
run the programs," said Teregeyo. 

"This is not the time to kick 
people out. I think it will ideal to 
look atthe different programs and 
how far they've gone," she added. 

Money saved, Teregeyo said, 
goes to "other programs that need 
much help" like that on allowing 
students to have scholarship 
grants to pursue higher educa
tion abroad. 

Teregeyo assured the House can 
pass the budget this year. "But," 
she cautioned, "we have to be 

very, very conservative and try to 
help out other programs that need 
help." 

Reyes said he is expecting "a 
lot of concerns" after all House 
members are done reviewing his 
committee's budget proposal this 
week. 

One area is that on FTE re
quests by the departments, he said. 

"The number of FTEs will not 
be filled to the number the depart
ments are asking for," said R:yes. 

"Most likely," he added, "there 
will be some lapses in positions." 

Reyes said it was more difficult 
to come up with a sound budget 
proposal this time around because 
of the small amount. 

He said the Senate may make 
changes in the House's version. 

"We have been working with 
them," he explained, "so that if 
there is going to be an amend
ment, it will be very minimal and 
as few amendments as possible." 

STANFORD RESORT HOTEL 
$29.00/Night 

• l.a!gest Twit Bedrooms 
• 24 Hour Hot Water 
• Spfrt Ai'con 

US Supreme Court asked to reaffirm 
ruling on Senate apportionment case 

• Swimming Pool 
• Cable TV 
• Cleanest Rooms 

One Month : s499 
2 weeks: s300 

(With Kitchenette and Daily Hotel Service) 
By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

THE APPELLEES have asked 
the U.S. Supreme Court to 
summarily affirmed the three
juqge federal court's decision 
upholding the constitutional
ity of the current CNMI Sen
ate apportionment system. 

"This case does not present 
a substantial federal question 
warranting plenary review," 
said the counsel for appellees 
CNMI Attorney General's 
Office, Commonwealth Leg
islature, and Offices of the 
Mayor of Tinian and Rota .. 

The appellees, through Cali
fornia-based counsel of record 
David Collins, said the case 
has no conceivable impact or 
importance beyond the distant 
borders of the NMI. 

Collins said the unanimous 
three-judge district court cor
rectly entered judgment for 
appellees on undisputed evi
dence and properly applies the 
Insular cases doctrine. 

Lawyer Jeanne H. Rayphand 
and newly elected Congress
man Stanley T. Torres sued 
the Board of Elections, asking 
the federal court to strike out 
the provision in the Covenant 
which gives Saipan, Rota and 
Tinian equal representation in 
the Senate regardless of their 
respective population. 

Plaintiffs; through counsel 
Theodore Mitchell, argued 
that Saipan voters are denied 
equal protection because 
Tinian .and Rota senators are 
controlling the political pro
cess although they represent 
the islands that account only 
l O percent of the CNMI popu
lation. 

The special three-judge 
court concluded that Congress 
was exercising valid and law
ful authority when it agreed to 
the NM! negotiators' demand 
that such provision be in
cluded in the Covenant and 
that the voters of Saipan be 
denied the guarantee, which 
would be deemed fundamen-

ta! under the U.S. Constitu
tion when applied to a state, 
of "one person, one vote." 

Mitchell then raised some 
legal questions before the U.S. 
Supreme Court. He argued, 
among other things, that the 
Insular cases doctrine does not 
allow the U.S. Congress to 
deny the residents of Saipan 
equality of voting power. 

In response to Mitchell's ap
peal, the appellees said sum
mary affirmance is appropri
ate because this case has no 
national significance. 

The appellees said unlike 
other Pacific Basin cases 
pending in the U.S. high tri
bunal, the apportionment case 
involves neither alleged racial 
discrimination with· broad 
public implications no an in
ter-circuit conflict requiring 
resolution. 

The appellees pointed out 
that plenary review is unwar
ranted not only because the 
case lacks national signifi
cance, but also because the 
the three-judge unanimous 
decision was correct. 

Under the Insular cases, the 
appellees added, only rights 
which are the basis of all free 
government are fundamental 
constitutional rights which ap
ply of their own force in the 
NMI. 

The undisputed evidence 
proved that equal representa
tion in the Senate was essen
tial to formation of the CNMI 
and to its political union with 
the U.S., the appellees said. 

Meanwhile, Torres ques
tioned why the government, 
the Senate, and the munici
palities of Tinian and Rota 
hired an expensive law firm in 
San Francisco to represent 
them in the U.S. Supreme 
Court despite the austerity 
measures. 

"I don't know where they 
are going to get the money to 
pay for this attorney in San 
Francisco, who was a former 
law clerk of the federal judge 

in the CNMI," Torres said. 

Dinner B.B.Q BUFFET 
In a way, Torres added, the 

lawyers are going to spend 
duplications of expenses and 
are wasting tax payers' 
money for hiring a private 
law firm. 

(Fridays & Saturdays 7 · 9 PM) Tel: (670) 235-8500/4 • Fax: (670} 235-3042 
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MINDA D. CULLEN· CRC (CHAMP) 
HOLESTIC THERAPIST 
'REGISTERED REFLEXOLOOY • CONSULT -GRA0-1988 
AFFILIATE MEMBER: 
'CERTIFIED CHIROPATHY - CONSULTANT -GRAD-1989 
AFFILIATE MEMBER: 
' HOMEOBOTANICAL THERAPEUTIC· SEMINAR· 1990 
'CANCER THERAPIST SEMINAR -1992 
'HOLISTIC THERAPIST· FITNESS & NUTRITION· GRAD -1993 
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Christmas Giveaway 
Giveaway Discount $1 5. 00 

from December 15, 1999 to January 15, 2000 
No Herbal Steambath 

BRING THIS FULL PAGE TO OUR CLINIC 
FOR ONE TREATMENT ONLY 

FREE consultation 
FOR EVERY TREATMENT 

We can serve you better with our 
male reflexologist 

NARDS T. BELTRAN 
Reflexology/ Accupressure 

and Shiatsu Therapist 

SAf!EYV lil.ml SPIE!EDV NA'i'!JRAI!. RIEMIEDIES 
• Frozen Muscles• Tension & Stress• Body & Stom
ach Pain• Stiff Neck/Headache• Stroke/High Blood 
Pressure • Sprain/Gout/Cramps • Shoulder Pain/Fa
tigue • Back Pain/ Cough • Fever/Flu • Asthma • Uri
nary Infection • Health Maintenance • Disease Pre
vention • Dysmenorrhea • Constipation • Dry Skin 
Rash• Rejuvination/Facial Palsy • Rheumatism/Ar
thritis • Muscle Pain/Weakness • Migraine/Memory 
Improvement• Sports Related Injuries. 

MASSAGE FOR KIDS 
5 months to 5 years $5.00 
5·12 years only for •10.00 

for coughing. runny nose, flue, fever, asthma, 
spinal alignment, good appetite and 

scalp theraphy, for memory improvement, bedweNing 
We can a[so provld8 YPU home service 

free consultarion from 1:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. (Mon. to Fri.) 
We are open from Monday 10:00AM-Sunday 12:00 PM-8:30 PM 

SUFFERING FROM BACK PAIN & 
SPINAL STRESS RELEASE 

REFLEXOLOGY & 
CHIROPATHY CLINIC 
Listen to some of our satisfied clients: 

My entire family expresses their deep appreciation to you for pro
viding lhem good therapeutic services (Surawana).My husband 
was cleared from a bladder infection and totally cured his alco
holic problems. My daughter and I lost our migrane problem, most 
specially my abdominal pain which I inherited from delivery. I 
encourage everyone lo set aside money for health. Thank you and 
God bless you. 

Mrs. DOLORES M. SAN NaCOLAS 
Police Captain, DPS 

On behalf ofmy husband (Arnold} and my two kid~ (Roy-16 years 
and Arnica-5 years old) thank you and your staff for the services 
that you've given us. I was in terrible pain that I couldn't move 
my right hand and I felt the numbness ofmy right leg. Bui thanks 
to the magic ofRellexology and Chiropathy treatment I am back 
in shape once more. God Bless you . 

FRANCISCA L. KAPILEO 

P.O. Box 595 CK Saipan, MP 96950 

"Herc is to vouch for the great scrriccs you have extended to me 
through your wholistic treatment. Once a rictirn of mild stroke 
(aggravated) I w"' suITcring some kind of face dcformilr. l was 
hospitalized, but nothing much changed.It was the burni~g hope 
in my heart thal I availed of your services. You brought me back 
to the world again ... to begin in a NEW LIFE". 

FLOR ESCALANTE 

P. 0. BOX 116 San Vicente,Dandan,Sait>an MP96950 

When I trarel through Japan during winter l suffered a chest and 
throat pains due lo a chilling climate that gave me cough and colds, 
my voice left me and continued chest pains bothers me. Thanks to 
a friend who recommended rneto try your herbal medicine/natu
ral medicine/steam hath and soothing massage I was totally con· 
vertcd. Thank you and more power to you. 

Sincerely yours, 
CHITO SANTOS 

Saipan Diamond Hotel Susupe, Saipan MP 96950 

NATURAL HEALTH THERAPY 
I MOLE & WART REMOVAL I NO NEEDLES! 

NO SURGERY! • NO SIDE EFFECT! 

Husband and Wife Wants to have a baby! . 
Call: MINDA CULLEN or NENING for appointment @235-6069 

P.O. Box 2956 CK Saipan, MP 96950 



Bring in the FBI 
IF OFFICIALS of the Commonwealth Utilities Corp. believe 
that an investigation conducted by the CNMI Attorney 
General's Office is sufficient to allay concerns regarding this 
unbelievable procurement fiasco, then they better start re
reading the reams of protest filed by the bidders, as well as 
the several Office of the Public Auditor's reports that were 
practically ignored by AGO. 

No, this AGO does not inspire confidence either. It has, to 
be sure, never lacked sincere and earnest assistant attorneys 
general; but the direction its leadership has taken involving 
allegations of impropriety and misconduct in the government 
has the efficacy of a rope used as cue stick for a game of pool. 

Voters and taxpayers, who will have to pay the $120 
million for the power plant project, must ceaselessly urge 

members of the incoming 12th Legislature to investigate 
CUC' s conduct in this procurement process. As we have 

stated before, the composition of the investigating panel 
must be bipartisan, and OP A must be closely involved. 
Moreover, the participation of the sole agency on the face of 

this planet that always brings back the fear of God among 
local government officials-the Federal Bureau oflnvestiga
tion-is crucial and must be sought. 

If CUC, as its executive director Tim Villagomez told 
reporters Thursday, has ··nothing to hide," then the agency 
should be expected to cooperate fully with the legislative/ 
OPA!FBI investigation that the public should push for. 

And speaking of Thursday's press conference, the report
ers who attended it forgot to ask Mr. Villagomez the follow
ing: 

•If.as he said, CUC is only being ··cautious" in its handling 
of the procurement process then why all these protests from 
bidders? And what was that all about, that lobbying for the 

enactment of what may be an unprecedented piece of legisla
tion to allow CUC to award the contract despite this telling 
rebuke from OP A: ··Questions ·about the technical expertise 
of the evaluators [the CUC board and its selection commit
tee] and CUC's non-responsiveness to this concern raise 
doubt as to the propriety and objectivity of the evaluation of 
the proposals which ... strengthens our conclusion that [CUC' s] 
evaluation was flawed"; and, 

• If. as Mr. Villagomez was quoted as saying, he is "not 
aware" of the allegations in the sworn affidavit of his es
tranged wife-"[It's] news to me," he said-then how could 

he know that·· AGO made a determination that the accusation 
was baseless"·, 

CUC officials, at any rate, should know that no amount of 
"lobbying'' could have provoked the Variety and key mem
bers of Congress to raise concerns about this project. 

Only CU C's methods and actions could, and they were (and 
still are), as we've noted earlier, breathtakingly successful in 
fueling complaints they were supposed to address. 

Rafael H. Arroyo 
------~~------ Zaldy Dandan 
P.O. Box 231, Saipan MP 96950.()231 
Tel. (670) 234-6341/7578/9797/9272 
Fax: (670) 234-9271 

Haidee V. Eugenio 

• Rush 

ISTILL 
OON'T 
LIKE 

DuBYA's 
SMIRK 

Rollover 
LAST week, I read a news article about a retired 
Filipino government employee who withdrew his 
life savings amounting to P2 million ($50,000) in 
cash from the bank, fearing he would lose it to the so
called Y2K bug. 

Unfortunately, he lost it to robbers instead. What 
a sad experience. Now I wonder what his family 
would have on their table for the holiday season. If 
it were not for his wrong notion of the Y2K glitch, he 
would have spent the New Year with a real bang! 

Perhaps the safest place to put your money remains 
to be in the banks, although banks themselves advise 
the public to have enough pocket money during the 
rollover period. There's no need to panic and with
draw all your money in the bank just because it is 
already Year 2000. 

But for those who really would want to withdraw 
all their money, the Federal Reserve earlier said it 
would increase the amount of cash available in the 
economy near the end of l 999 in case people begin 
to withdraw cash from banks in fear of being unable 
to withdraw funds from ATMs during the first days 
of the new year. This is the first time that the federal 
government has planned for a nationwide demand 
for extra cash. 

If Y2K problems are extensive, the Federal Re
serve said it will put additional cash into the system 
by ordering extra shifts at its regional banks, print 
larger denominations of currency, and slow the re
tirement of worn currency. 

The are, however, legitimate concerns related to 
the Y2K bug, particularly on transportation, bank
ing, and utilities like power and water. The Y2K bug 
could threaten systems run by old computer pro
grams which will interpret the Year 2000 as 1900, 
which has the same last two digits. As a result, any 
program with a date such as billing, payroll, inven
tory, and bank accounts, among others, could crash 
or give misleading answers starting Jan. 1, 2000. 

But hey, we should not be looking out for Apoca
lypse here. 

All right, we need to be concerned on what Y2K 
bug might bring or do to our computer systems and 
on the services that we need, but that doesn't mean 

we have to be fearful. After all, isn't it New Year's 
eve? Celebrate like what you used to do since 
childhood! Why would you miss the fireworks? 

TheCNMIEmergency Management Office (EMO) 
had said it best. If you know how to prepare and if · 
you are confident enough you did your best to 
prepare, then there's no reason for you to fear the 
rollover. 

But nobody can be blamed for the uncertainties 
surrounding the rollover despite assurances from 
mission-critical agencies that their systems are al
ready Y2K compliant. So far, the CNMI govern
ment agencies that officially declared their systems 
are Y2K compliant are the Department of Finance 
and the Commonwealth Ports Authority, the Com
monwealth Utilities Corp. Other agencies like the 
Department of Public Safety, the Department of 
Public Health and the Emergency Management Of
fice are not yet fully Y2K compliant. 

As for airline companies servicing the CNMI, 
three already signified their Y2K compliance: Japan 
Airlines, Northwest Airlines and Continental 
Micronesia. We have yet to hear what other aviation 
companies have to say. The banks, the telecommu
nication companies, shipping firms are also on guard 
and are on their way to Y2K compliance. 

I know of people who really would want to go 
home to the Philippines to be with their families in 
the belief that if ever the world comes to an end, at 
least they are with their loved ones. Others are also 
trying to beat the tum of the millennium in finding 
either a special someone or a replacement for their 
long-time partners. 

Still, others have started being kind and generous, 
thinking they can't bring to heaven their material 
possessions if ever the world ends. And of course, 
others are panic-buying, and trying to purchase al
most halfa year's supply of food and what-have-you. 

But perhaps what we really need to do is hold on to 
our faith, and thank Heaven for being able to go on 
with our lives in the new millennium, and everything 
else will be fine. 

As for one's New Year's resolution, I am yet to 
convince myself there's really such a thing. 

I 

FEATURE: 

South Korea 
has linguistic problems 

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) - A scene in Seoul: a lost foreigner 
peers at a tourist map and voices a street name to a Korean 
pedestrian. The bewildered Korean's face goes blank. 

Anybody doing business in South Korea knows the problem. 
The name of a Korean partner sounds like Lee, but it's often 

spelled Li, Ri, Rhee, Yi or even Ee by Korean colleagues. What 
about Mr. Chung? He may write his name Chong, Cheong, Chyung, 
Jung or Jong. 

Shifting c~aracters in the Korean language into the Roman 
alphabet, a process called transliteration, has been a headache in 
South Korea for decades. 

Now, despite accusations of linguistic nationalism, government 
architects of a new standard for Romanizing personal and place 
names plan to make their homeland a less daunting place to visit. 

"If Korea is trying to be more globalized, it might be helpful," 
said Michael Glasgow, vice president of the American Chamber of 
Commerce in Seoul. 

Today, South Korea is a world leader in shipbuilding and other 
industries and embraces foreign investment and cultural exchanges. 
Yet the residue of an insular past - Korea was known as the "Hermit 
Kingdom" centuries ago - is nowhere more evident than in the 
arcane realm of transliteration. 

The most widely used system at the moment was devised by two 
American scholars 60 years ago. But companies and even govern
ment agencies coined their own standards or had no standard at all. 
Names for the same place sometimes vary, even in the same 
document. 

Asked to write their name and address in English on a visa form, 
many South Koreans spell as they please. 

Confusion arises because many letters in the 40-element Korean 
alphabet do not have corresponding, same-sounding letters in the 
Western alphabet. 

The revised system, its promoters say, will eliminate crescents 
and other phonetic symbols that are attached to some vowels and 
consonants to signify unique Korean sounds. 

"The new system is more keyboard-friendly in the computer 
era," said Shim Jae-kee, head of the state National Academy of the 
Korean Language. 

It will also be more faithful to Korean pronunciation, he said. But 
some commentators say the new approach, crafted by Korean 
linguists, will actually make pronunciation tougher for foreigners. 

The current scheme spells the main airport outside the capital as 
Kimpo, which linguists believed rolled more smoothly off foreign 
tongues. Now, it will be spelled Gimpo. 

Pusan, South Korea's second-largest city, will change to Busan. 
The resort island of Cheju will be Jeju. Kimchi - the pungent, 
pickled Korean vegetable dish - will be "gimchi." 

The Culture and Tourism Ministry wants to implement the new 
guidelines next year after formal approval by a government panel 
of linguists. Critics say it spells trouble. 

In a letter to a newspaper, one said it would be a waste of money 
to spend millions of dollars to change over I 00,000 road signs 
across South Korea. Another said: Why not enforce the old system? 

Fearful of unleashing even more linguistic chaos, the govern
ment will allow some exceptions in the spelling of personal and 
company names. 

That's a relief to more than 20 percent of South Korea's 47 
million people, including President Kirn Dae-jung, who have the 
surname 'Kim.' 'Gim' just doesn't have the same ring. 
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• Rlene Steffy 
"If the higher court reverses Unpingco's ruling on the Incinerator 

Law, it will restore the power of the Supreme Court." 

The Incinerator Law 
may go down in flames 

SENATOR Ben Pangelinan (D-Barrigada) and Santa 
Rita Mayor Joseph Wesley are appealing Superior 
Court Judge Steven Unpingco's ruling that the In
cinerator Law became law last year, which is also 
the position of Gov. Carl T.C. Gutierrez. 

The plaintiffs are saying, "No, the judge misread 
the Organic Act and the issue centers around the 
failure to comply with the proper procedures out
lined in the Act relative to the governor's vetoing 
measures." They are asserting that the Incinerator 
Law is null and void because it wasn't enacted 
properly. 

There are several ways that a bill becomes law. I. 
The governor signs it; 2. The governor vetoes the 
bill, but the Legislan.1r~ rwerrides it; 3. The governor 
does not act on the bill within IO days-however, in 
this scenario he has another 20 days to address his 
objections if the Legislature is in recess and if there 
is no provision for the governor to return his objec
tions during that time; he then gets 30 days to sign 
the bill into law. 

Therein lies the crux of this controversy. 
The Organic Act says the governor has l O days to 

veto a bill after it has been passed by the Legislarure 
and transmitted to him. He then must return to the 
Legislature within 10 days after getting the bill. 

If, however, the Legislature prevents the governor 
from returning the bill within 10 days because it has 
adjourned and it does not designate anyone to re-

David T. Hughes 
For the Variety 
Web page: www.neec1701.net 

ceive messages from the governor during that ad
journment period, then the bill will lapse into law. 

The Organic Act also says that if the governor 
chooses to let it lapse into law instead of returning 
it with a veto message and the Legislature is not 
in session during that time, then he must sign the 
bill within 30 days in order for the bill to become 
Jaw. 

Pangelinan and Wesley argue that the system 
allowed the legislative secretary only to receive 
messages from the governor when the legislature is 
in recess and not when they are adjourned. 

Pangelinan voted against the incinerator bill while 
Wesley's stake in the reversal of the lower court's 
decision deals with the fact that his village is desig
nated for the location of the next landfill and he'd be 
happy to remove that threat. 

Pangelinan, in a telephone interview, said he was 
very happy with the experience of filing and arguing 
the appeal in the Guam Supreme Court. If the higher 
court reverses Unpingco' s ruling, tt will restore the 
power of the Supreme Court because that contro
versy was attached as a rider to the "Incinerator Bill" 
by then senator and chair of the Committee of 
Judiciary and Public Safety, Mark Charfauros. 

Legislative habits. Garbage in ... garbage out! 
(Rlene Santos Steffy is a business consultant, Web 

page publisher<http://i}ww.rlenelive.com> and K57 
daily morning talk radio show host.) 

• Info-Tech Corner 

High speed connectivity to eNet relative 
WHEN I first moved to Saipan in 1987 there were 
very few ways to communicate by computer. Bud 
White's Saipan Computers Company located in the 
Nauru building was the most active - offering dial 
up connections for business purposes. Most of those 
connections were using dumb WYSE terminals that 
were not really computers, but extensions of the 
mother system. 

Bill Michling's bulletin board system at Marianas 
Electronics offered on-island messaeine; some file 
downloads- mostly for Macs-and-orhcrscrvices. 
[-k and Hazel arc probably the pioneers in this fidd 
(grin.) 

Bud let me play around with some of the connec
tions they had through satellite to the mainland and 
I got some of my first tastes of true networking with 
companies like P01tal and FidoNet. 

Lairy Hillblom also let me use some of his OHL 
circuits from time to ti me and I had a friend who ran one 
of the satellite uplinks so I got some time through him. 

In those days dial up connections were I 200 baud 
and we were glad to get them. Many ofus would send 
small files back and forth. If someone had told me in 
1987 that I could send megabyte size files in just a 
few seconds I would have sent them to CHC's 
psycho ward. 

Throughput was just a word that had little rel
evance to we peons using our Macs and PCs. Some 
of did spent the confiscatory rates MTC charged for 
calls to the mainland to use CompuServe to send and 
receive e-mail every week or so. We got on and off 
as fast as possible because the clock was ticking by 
the second. On island we used slow modems because 
that's what everyone else used. 

Let's move forward to today. We now connect to 

each other and the Internet at what would be consid
ered blinding speeds in the old days. This very 
newspaper uses the Interne·t and modems to send 
pictures and stories to and from Guam and Palau as 
if it was commonplace. 

I can still remember some of my talks with Variety 
publisher Abed Younis telling him how wonderful 
modems were and how we should use them more. He 
was one of the first papers in the pacific ro subscribe 
to the Associated Press Online and ger real-rime 
stories from the mainland. -

Now !he satdlite llish we h:l\'C 011 the !lllltgets the 
same pictures aml stories as the big bovs ,m Guam. 
Hawaii and Washington, D.C. Lots of dau is -
pushed~ to us, but sending data back and forth is 
increasingly becoming critical. 

Few Internet users understand how all the pieces tit 
together, especially here in the fm· Pacific. When you 
call into MTC or any of the other lntm1et providers 
here you modem connects to either more modems or 
devices called PR! boxes. Your signals are mixed with 
other modem users and other u:ers who have fast 
leased lines or ISDN service and send via Microw:m: 
or undersea fiber optic lines ro another staging area -
probably Guam. Then they are mixed with sigrnls 
from Guam and other areas that terminate on Guam. 
From there these signals go to Hawaii or other pa11s of 
the world at the speed of I ight. 

One important thing to remember is that if your 
ISP has small connection lines to the bigger Internet 
resellers the slower vour signals are going to be. As 
they install more c~stom;rs unless- the~ increase 
their bandwidth every customer will rec~ive lower 
and lower speeds. This goes for those of you paying 
for high-speed connections such s T-1. 
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RP Consulate, DOLI in 
health clearance talks 

By Rene P. Acosta 
Variety News Staff 

PHILIPPINE Consul Julia 
Heidemann expressed hopes 
the Commonwealth can come 
up 11·i1h :1 list of health clear
ance issuing centers for over
S<:?as contract workers cover
ing the country·s regions. 

Heidemann and Labor and 
Immigration Secretary Mark 
Zachares are currently in
volved in a discussion over 
the implementation of the 
newly passed law. especially 
on the number of clinics that 
may be involved with and cov
ered in the Philippines. 

Public Law 11-97, or the 
NMI's Certification and Pre
clearance Act of 1999, will 
soon require workers coming 
into the Commonwealth to 
secure health and background 
clearances from hospitals, 
clinics. and enforcement agen
cies recognized by the host 
country in their countries of 
origin. 

For Filipinos, they are re
quired to get health clearances 
and background records from 
clinics and law enforcement 
agencies which the Depart
ment of Labor and Immigra
tion (DOLi) will recognized 
in the Philippines. 

For now the talks between 
Zach ares and Heidemann is fo
cused on the health clearance 
and the number of participat
ing clinics on which the CNMI 
initially limited in the capital 
of Manila. 

The Philippines wants the 
initial list of accredited clin-

ics be spread out. at least on 
the regional level. in consid
eration for Filipino applicants 
who lived in the regions and 
provinces far outside the capi
tal city of Manila. 

Manila is located in the main 
island of Luzon, which is far 
from the other two islands of 
Visayas and Mindanao. 

The commonwealth govern
ment will personally ex.amine 
and evaluate clinics for their 
accreditation or recognition by 
the CNML 

"I am optimistic that some
thing will be worked out. We 
were assured by Secretary 
Zachares that the government 
will come up with implement
ing rules and look on our con
cern," said Heidemann, Fri
day. 

The list of the clinics, 
though still a recommenda
tion, came from Public Health 
Secretary Kevin Villagomez, 
who have already visited and 
evaluated the medical clinics 
in Manila. 

These are Mabini Medical 
Clinic; International Diagnos
tic Center; St. Martin Poly
clinic Inc.; Physician's Diag
nostic Services Centre; St. 
Peter Paul Medical Clinic; St. 
Patrick Health Care System; 
Philippine Medical Test Sys
tem; and the Lopez Medical 
and X-Ray Clinic. 

These prospective health 
clearance releasing centers 
were visited by Villagomez 
while working for the 
CNMI medical referral in 
Manila. 

·, ........ , ... _,.,. 

A senior citizen blows Christmas candles to signify the kick-off of the Yuletide season at the Manamko Center 
during a party hosted Friday by the Korean Women's Association on Saipan. PhotobyMarianA.Maraya 

Management of SBDC 
may be up for overhaul 

By Marian A. Maraya 
Variety News Staff 

THE HIRING of the entire man
agement and staff of Small Busi
ness Development Center 
(SBDC) should be left at the 
Commonwealth Development 
Authority's (CDA) discretion, 
said CDA Chairman Juan S. 
Tenorio over the weekend. 

Though he did not rule out 
working with the Northern 
Marianas College (NMC) in 

continuing the program, 
Tenorio, however disclosed the 
acquisition of manpower for the 
center is a matter CDA itself 
should closely look into. 

"CDA must have say on who 
should be hired- definitely. 
From administrator to the staff, 
I think CDA should evaluate 
performance. I am not happy 
nor satisfied with the present 
administration handling SBDC 
right now," Tenorio said. Juan S. Tenorio 

A-One Shoes 
Still undecided on who should 

occupy SBDC's administrator 
position, Tenorio said he will be 
publicly announcing the 
position's availability early next 
year. 

"Give me six. months ... it will 
tum around," Tenorio said. 

The board chair further reiter
ated that the only reason why 
CDA is taking over is because it 
does not want to see the whole 
program go to waste. 

"If the staff up there wants to 
apply, then by all means, they 
should apply. This is going to 
be open to all qualified indi
viduals. It's always fair that 
everybody must have a chance," 
he said. 

Currently staffed with four 
people. SBDC may be further 
downsized by CDA since the 
program intends to work with 
business professionals and or
ganizations to ensure more pro
fessional handling of the pro
gram. 

"We want to take full advan
tage and utilize professional 
people within the Common
weal th. I know that there are a 
lot of professionals from the 
Rotary Club, Chamber of Com
merce, Revenue and Taxation 
for whom we can request assis
tance. I want to utilize local ex
pertise. This is another thing 
that CDA and the business cen
ter is looking at. I think it's 
going to work," he said. 

Tenorio is asking the public 
to give CDA ample time to work 
out all the details with regards 
to the new undertaking. 

"We don't want to lose the 
program from the Small Busi
ness Administration, nothing 
more, nothing less," he said. 

··we want to get involved on 
the operations and it was the 
recommendation of the gover
nor to CDA that no matter what, 
make sure you get that money 
because any amount counts at 
our present situation. 

"$140,000 doesn't sound big, 
but to us, it's a lot of money 
which can be spent here on the 
Commonwealth," he added. 

The program gets a total of 
over $300,000 from SBA on a 
yearly basis, according to 
Tenorio. 

With December 31st just 
around the comer, CDA has met 
with former SBDC Executive 
Director Jack Peters to deter
mine logistics on running the 
program, said Tenorio. 

··we agreed on how we 're go
ing to start effective Dec 3 I st. 
We're now fine-tuning the 
agreement between the SBA and 
CDA," he said. 
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Teno lauds street market effort 

Pedro P. Tenorio 

By Haidee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

GOVERNOR Pedro P. 
Tenorio made pitch on the 
cooperation and collaboration 
between the government and 
the private sector on the suc
cess of the Garapan street 
market's grand opening last 
Thursday night. 

The street market had its in
augural opening on Dec. 2, 
and the grand opening on Dec. 
9 where hundreds of visitors 
and residents flocked to see 
what some 35 booths had to 
offer, and to watch live musi
cal and cultural performances. 

"By working together, this 
project has succeeded. I'm 
especially proud to say that 
this cooperation will go a long 
way to promote not only a 
more positive image for 
Garapan, but also a stronger 
community spirit throughout 
the entire CNMI," said 
Tenorio during the opening 
ceremonies. 

Rhoda Smith, Garapan 
Street Market subcommittee 
chairperson, earlier said the 
organizers did not expect the 
street market opening to be so 
successful and said the group's 
preparations and hard work 
paid off. 

The first to be put up in the 
CNMI, the Garapan street 
market will be open every 

Thursday night, from 6 pm to 
10 pm . 

"Where an earlier attempt at 
a street market during my ten
ure as president of ARTS (art
ists of Rota, Tinian and 
Saipan) failed because of lack 
of cooperation from govern
ment agencies and some of the 
private businesses ap
proached, this has succeeded . 
because of joint effort," said 
Dr. Jack Hardy, who handles 
publicity for the street market 
organizing committee. 

The street market is aimed 
at pr.oviding local businesses 
and emerging entrepreneurs an 
alternative place to market 
their products, services and 
food to the buying public. 

The market is situated on 
the 3rd Street, commonly 
known as "The Little Ginza" 
in Garapan, along the 
Chamorro House Restaurant 
and Maytenth Building. 

Tenorio said the idea of a 
street market first came up at 
the Governor's Economic Re
vitalization Task Force, and 
was also encouraged by the 
success of the "Taste of the 
Marianas" food festival. 

Government agencies work
ing with the Garapan Street 
market subcommittee includes 
the Commonwealth Utilities 
Corporation, Division of Pub
lic Works, Department of Pub
lic Health, Department of Pub
lic Safety, Saipan Mayor's 
Office, Arts Council and the 
Marianas Visitors Authority. 

Major Saipan radio stations 
have offered to contribute pub
licizing weekly events at re
duced fees, while Hyatt Re
gency and Calvo's Landscape 
are contributing live plants. 
Pacific Trading also offered 
to underwrite the costs for the 
first few weeks of live enter
tainment. 

··1~······1•gp····••to•••••·iµii4~···•1s···-
By ~~e p. ~d$ta which is a rrieasurement tlsed to 
Varl~ty News Staff. detemurie sweetne~ in rruits. 

TilE PHILIPPINE -and federal The Animal arid Plant Health 
governments are arranging the Inspection Service (APHIS) 
importation of RP mangoes to which is under the US Depait-
the Northern Marianas Islands. ment of Agriculture said the 

Based on -the communic;ition Philippi~s willjusthave to wait 
from the_ Phllippine$mbassyi11 fp;tlte fl~1fraIReg~terbefore it 
the l.J.S. mainland,the ~p Con- coulcl S}l3l:tt:xporting. · __ .. 
sul<1te h~re. sajd th.e agreementjs Earlier,theembassyreported 
now on its final stage. . ... _ _ _ . thatthe processjs 9ei~g ~lpwed 

The mangoes. will be .coming. dow11 due to the cycle ofcorifir-
from Guimanis in Iloilo prov~ rnatorytestsbeingconductedpn 
ince. . . ... . . ..... two typ~s 9ffruit flie~jn 

·• ;J.ne Philippine~ has rec~ntly G).iimaras, •• these being the Oc-
ic!~rtifi~d .an.?theryari~ty of the cipitaji~a11cJ Pt)ilippir,~nsis. 
.Carabaq mango.rtlle Mf\,ISlI p~ official~i cli~taties.frorn 
Gold-.(Iviilfi~no•·-•¥arc9~<Jtate• dt.h.er counti,e$ rutd tlleAf>HIS 
trpiversi~?l:Wh.ic~jsHarn~d .. af, have· a~acly ~\ecJPhilippine· 
~{its ~~rc~r{lt\Jf~ighs 350 Mangoes· •Vf hen·. fo!'Itlet PhiUp
gq.tn~ ~rl coµJ~ ~9qec112,1.s ••-·pine•.·'1,111b~sador_to .Washi.11g" 
ip.9ll~~•lf>fW<!t.:Jia~ ,J~t .~kin? >topJlau{8:,~l?e ~efYed,theITI.with 
~ i~ stt1Q?µt; tep9)Y;:e9l9recl,••····-·· . the. fJ;µ\t.Pf~q~ctciurirlg .oneof 
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First Lady Sophie Tenorio and dance partner warm up the dance floor at the grand opening Qf the Garapan 
Street Market last Thursday night. PhotobyMarianA.Maraya 
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Ronald IC _ ManclelJ, a resi
dent ofTanapag, Saipan,.was 
recently called to active duty 
under the Presidential Sec 
lected Reserve .Call-up Act, 
in s·upport of the Bosnia 
Peace-Keeping operation, 
otherwise known as Operas 
tion Joint Forge. ''Ron", as 
he is known by his friends, is 
a Major in the AnnyReserve; 

months).·-
Followiilg nine days ofin

tensive preparation at Fort 
Bennin_g, which were to in
clude medical screening; nu..: 
merous injec~fons; issue . of 
cold. weather· __ ~lothing. a.nd 
combateq_uipmcmt; n1.ine arid 
booby-t:rapawa.reriess;VJ:eap-
on:; re-qualificati611; _- prnte.c
tive gas mask fitting; country 
overview; and combaftactjcs 
training, MAJ Mandell was 
scheduled to depart for 
Bosnia by Dec 7th. 

COMMUNITY 

Members of Baiz 2 Mix Youth Club from Mt. Carmel School take time out from a CPR training by learning 
more dance steps, recently at the American Red Cross office. contributed Photo 

Maj. Mandell, received his 
orders from the. Army on No
vember I, and· was directed 
to report to Fort Benning, 
Georgia, no later than Nov. 
28, 1999, for processing, 
training and orientation. His 
orders specified that he was 
to be mobilized for a period 
not to exceed 270 days (9 

Maj. Mandell serves as a 
Deputy Marshal with the 
CNMr Superior Court, and 
commands an Army Rec 
serve Detachment, here in 
Saipan. Christmas parade on Saturday 

Sale at the R_ed Cross 
THE RED Cross announce that 
through the end of January 
items will be for sale at the 
Red Cross office on Airport 
Road. The sale will be open 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. 

Items for sale include used 
clothes, cots, toys, household 
items as well as new t-shirts, 
Red Cross FA kits, hats and 
chapter goods. 

For more information contact 
the chapter office at 234-3459. 

TIIE MARIANAS Visitors Au
thority would like to announce 
that it will be staging their 5TH 
Annual Children's Christmas 
Candlelight Parade on Saturday, 
December 18, 1999 from 6:00 
p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

There will be elementary school 
children's Christmas Carol Compe
tition as well as Float Competition. 

The parade will start at the Bank 
of Guam across from the Gara pan 
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Norwest Financial has money for all your lwliday expenses-gift 
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loan request form below. We'll have an answer for you the same 
day. Then stop by to pick up your check when it's convenient. 

SPECIAL BONUS!! 
Close a loan for $300 or more between now and December 31. 
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_ local Pay-Less Supermarket. 
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basketball court and will end at 
the American Memorial Park 
Amphitheater. There will be lots 
of fun and singing, so bring the 
entire family and cheer for your 
favorite schools. 

To all participants for the sing
ingandfloatcompetition, the dead
line for submission will be on De
cember 13, 1999 at 4:30 p.m. Reg
istration forms are available at the 
Marianas Visitors Authority. 

Also, this is to inform the gen
eral public that the road in Garapan 
from the Bank of Guam to the 
American Memorial Park Am
phitheater will be closed on De
cember 18, 1999 from 6:00 p.m. 
to 10:00 p.m. 

For more information, please 
contact the Marianas Visitors 
Authority at 664-3200/3201 and 
ask for Mr. Ed Diaz or Martin 
Duenas. 

CRM supports Managaha 
marine conservation area 

By Rene P. Acosta 
Variety News Staff 

THE ACTING director of the 
Coastal Resources Management 
is fully supporting House Bill 11-
5 DO which calls for the creation of 
a marine conservation area at the 
Mafiagaha Island. 

Acting CRM Director Peter 
Barias said his office is completely 
supporting the bill but recom
mended though that the size, 
boundary, and the proposed area 
be clarified. 

The bill, bringing into complete 
realization the marine sanctuary 
project whose survey has been 
completed by the Fishery Section 
of the Division of Fish and Wild
life more than two months ago, 
has been initially heard in a public 
hearing last week attended by of
ficials, businessmen, and resi
dents. 

Barlassaid that upon reviewing 
the boundaries of the proposed 
conservation zone, he believe that 
it would be very difficult to con
trol boat traffic which will be ap
proaching and disembarking for 
the Southwest (Pier side) of 
Managaha. 

He said multiple commercial 
activities, sport operators, and 
private vessels have been permit
ted by the Commonwealth Ports 
Authority, Marianas Visitors Au
thority, and the Coastal Resources 
Management to use the area and 
other zones within the enclosed 
area, so these activities should be 
accounted. 

He said a confined shipping lane 
may help resolve this situation 
but it may also lead to a safty 
concern and would be difficult to 
enforce, so it may be needed to re
evaluate the Southern boundary 
of the conservation zone. 

To solve this, Barias suggested 

that the project consult with the 
US Coast Guard, CPA, and the 
CRM. 

In his comment furnished to 
Rep. Manuel Tenorio, chairman 
of the House committee on Natu
ral Resources, Barias said that a 
Marine Protected Area (MP A) is 
essentially synonymous to a Ma
rine Conservation Area, hence 
Hofschneider's bill is very im
portant because it may set a pre
cedent and pave the way for a 
legislation to support new MP As. 

It may also be possible to in
clude the conservation area from 
future enforcement and rnonitor
ingeffort in the Commonwealth's 
local Coral Reef Initiative. 

BarlastoldTenoriothattheNMl 
is anticipating future funding from 
the federal government to achieve 
the objectives of the CNMI Coral 
Reef Initiative which will lead to 
a delineation and creation of ud
di tional MP As. 

On the conservation zone's re
striction, the CRM acting director 
recommended that all reference 
to fishing or taking of any marine 
specie during day time be striked 
out. 

He added, motorized traffic, 
with the exception of patrol ves
sels and permitted operations, 
should be excluded from the area. 

Barias explained that this is 
necessary in order to implement 
··real" enforcement of manage
ment measures, saying that such 
regulations exist in the US marine 
protected areas in the Florida Keys 
and Cayman Islands. 

Barias also suggested that the 
conservation zone be expanded. 

He said leading coral reef exc 
perts and conservation groups 
suggests that a minimum of 20 
percent lagoon, of pristine habi
tat, is the ideal size for an MP A . 
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Compact has boosted 
economy Palau VP 

By Eileen 0. Tabaranza 
For the Variety 

KOROR (Palau Horizon) -
The Government's efforts to ac
celerate the local economy on 
its way up through the use of 
Compact of Free Association 
(COFA) funds in its first six 
years have paid off, according 
to a top official. 

In the first six years of the 
compact, Vice President 
Tommy Reinengesau, Jr. told 
the Horizon that it has helped 
boost the economy by provid
ing funding for infrastructure 
development, power, commu
nications, sewer and water, and 
roads. 

Remengesau took note of 
these developments in relation 
to the abrupt use of the $234 
million, or 90 percent of the 
Compact Non- Trust funds, 
which drew an adverse reactions 
from the public. An allegation 
that the compact funds should 
be expended until the agreement 
expires in 2009 has reached the 
Ministry of Administration. 

"We 're spending the Compact 
funds wisely so that we can de
liver critical services to the 
people of Palau, while at the 
same time improving our infra
structure so that the economy 
can grow and so that Palau can 
eventually depend on its locally 
generated revenues. That's the 
goal of the compact," 
Remengesau pointed out. 

These (compact) funds were 
negotiated to be spent and meant 
for government services, eco
nomic and infrastructure devel
opments. It was not anticipated 
that all compact funds are put in 
the bank, the vice president said. 

He added that compact funds 
spending is, in fact, called for 
by the compact terms and there
fore have to be spent every year 
in accordance with the require
ments and the law. He made 
clear that none of the funds that 
have been expended or yet to be 
expended was not passed, ap
proved and authorized by the 
Congress. 

"Would it be better off if we 
didn't spend any money (from 
the compact funds)? I would say 
no. Or do you want to spend the 
money in the early years of the 
compact?. or do you want to 
save the money and spend at the 
later end of the compact?, or do 
you want to spread this money 
over the 15-year period and di
vide it by 15? Or do you want to 
spend wisely in the first five or 
IO years of the compact and 
hopefully those improvements 
are already enough to take care 
of Palau after the compact?," he 
pointed out. 

Palau, Remengesau added, 
has taken vital steps to im
prove its economy in the ini
tial years of the compact as 
evident in the Jumpsum money 
appropriated by the Congress 
for the six-year period. In this 
way, he said Palau would no 
longer bring the 20 items in 
the compact to the congress 
for appropriation every year. 

When the compact became 

Tommy Remengesau, Jr. 

effective, the Congress has no 
longer appropriating funds for 
Capital Improvement Projects 
and instead used the compact 
money for this purpose. 

Since the compact came into 
force in 1994, Palau economy 
has grown with an average of 
I 0-12 percent per year, the 
vice president said . 

"We have continued to grow 
because there are stable wa
ter, the roads are being worked 
on, and the services are there. 
It's a circular effect on things. 
Everytime you invest into 
something, there's a trickling 
down effects on everything, 
so the economy would have 
grown without spending the 
compact funds? No way. Did 
the economy grow because of 
some applications of the com
pact funds? Definitely," he 
said. 

He added that by the I 0th 
year of the compact, Palau will 
no longer build roads, power 
because all of these will be 
available by tben and it is just 
a matter of providing incen
tives for businesses and the 
economy to grow. 

Asked if Palau can stand on 
its own once the compact 
funds are gone, he said that 
"at this point if the compact 
ended today, I don't think lo
cal revenues are enough." 

He added that the plan calls 
for a 15-year transition pe
riod. "Palau has much poten
tials to look forward to. Grow
ing the economy is really not 
a big problem that I see. It is 
the wise use or application of 
the resources that I'm con
cerned about," the vice presi
dent said. 

··1 have to be very honest. I 
wish more restraint in spend
ing has been exercised. I wish 
priorities could have been 
more closely scrutinized. As 
a minister of administration, 
we always have to prepare for 
the rainy days," he added. 

He said that Palau has re
ceived a lot of international 
assistance that are also really 
more than the compact has 
offered in a single year. 

"That opportunity is still go
ing to be available if we con
tinue to provide stability in 
the government and continue 
to play our role, however, 
small it is in the community. 
The assistance that we re
ceived and continue to receive 
will complement these fund
ing of the compact," the vice 
president said. 

Politicians in Marshalls 
trade bribery accusations 

By Giff Johnson 
For the Variety 

MAJURO - An incumbent 
government minister in the 
Marshall Islands, who has 
lost his seat by a narrow mar
gin, has charged his oppo
nent with bribing an electoral 
administration official. But 
the other side, while denying 
the accusation, leveled an 
accusation of its own: that 
Justice Minister Hemos 
Jack's election campaign re
ceived at least $45,000 from 
Taiwan sources. 

Jack charged an Electoral 
Administration official with 
accepting a $500 bribe from 
competitor Maynard Alfred's 
campaign team, Ministry of 
Internal Affairs officials con
firmed. But today, one of 
two individuals cited by Jack 
as witnessing the alleged 
bribe, denied Jack's accusa
tion, saying that Jack was 
lying. 

Jack, who represents Ailuk 
Atoll in the parliament, lost 
to Alfred by three votes, ac-

cording to final but still unof
ficial results from the Novem
ber 15 nati"onal election. Jack 
was one of four incumbent 
government ministers un
seated by an opposition party 
that appears to have enough 
votes to form a new govern
ment when parliament con
venes in January. 

Internal Affairs Secretary 
Fredrick deBrum, who over
sees the Electoral Adminis
tration, confirmed receipt of 
the complaint from Jack. 

Jack's complaint claims that 
there were two witnesses to 
the alleged bribery transaction 
which Jack said occurred on 
Ebeye. But Risen 

Tarbwillin, one of the named 
witnesses, said in a letter pub
lished in Friday's edition of 
the Marshall Islands Journal 
that "it disgusts me greatly to 
have learned that my name was 
being used by the Minister of 
Justice to (support) a claim 
that is totally untrue." 

DeBrum said the c·omplaint, 
together with election corn-

plaints from other candidates, 
was turned over to the Attor
ney General for review and 
action. He added, however, 
that he and other Internal 
Affairs officials had dis
cussed the allegations with 
the individual in question and 
were satisfied that the accu
sation was untrue. 

Sandy Alfred, brother of 
and campaign manager for 
Maynard Alfred, dismissed 
the bribe charge, making his 
own accusation - that ··the 
word from within Ailuk is 
that Taiwan provided 
$45,000 to finance Minister 
Jack's campaign." 

If true, he said, "it consti
tutes an outright interfer
ence in domestic affairs by 
Taiwan." Jack was unavail
able for immediate com
ment. 

The Marshalls established 
diplomatic ties with Taiwan 
one year ago, and the Taiwan 
government has provided 
millions of dollars in aid 
projects during 1999. 
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Australia offers Pacific 
isles economic, social aid 
CANBERRA (Pacnews)-Aus
tralia says it will help Pacific Is
land nations with economic and 
social refonn agendas. 

possible degree of self reliance," 
he said. 

Legislators take American 
Samoa governor to court 

Australian Foreign Minister, 
Alexander Downer, said Papua 
New Guinea will remain 
Australia's largest aid partner, but 
there will be a strong aid focus on 
other South Pacific countries. 

Downer made the comments in 
Parliament yesterday as part of 
his annual statement on Austra
lian development aid. 

.. Improving governance is one 
of the keys to helping the island 
nations achieve the maximum 

.. An important tool in 
recognising and rewarding those 
Pacific Island countries showing 
demonstrated commitment to es
sential economic and public sec
tor management reforms is the 
Policy and Management Reform 
Initiative. This initiative has been 
steadily increasing over the last 
four years to its current level of 
over AUS$14 million (US$8.88 
million), and has funded such di
verse projects as a new computer
ised customs system and a re
gional media training project." 

PAGO PAGO (Pacnews) -
Three members of the Ameri
can Samoan Legislature are 
challenging the Tauese 
administration's purchase of 
the Country Club (CC) in 
court. 

Speaker of the House, Aina 
Nua, John Ah Sue and Sena
tor Tuilefano Vaela'a have 
filed a lawsuit asking the 
court to declare the sales 
agreement between the gov
ernment and owners of the 
Country Club, Bill and Apoua 
Tedrick "an illegal contract 
that has no binding effect." 

The Tedricks sold the 
Country Club, a restaurant 
and bar at the Lavalava Golf 
course to the government ear
lier this year for US$272,222 

with interest over a nine-year 
period. 

The government is paying 
for the Country Club by for
giving rental monies due from 
the Tedricks for the lease of 
Fagatogo Square, a shopping 
mall in downtown Fagatogo. 

The Tedricks' land lease 
payments of US$3,891 per 
month were forgiven for ap
proximately 9 years as part of 
the government's agreement 
to purchase the CC. 

The legislators contend 
that the purchase was ille
gal because government rev
enues used to purchase the 
Country Club were spent 
without the approval of the 
Fono (Legislature) as re
quired by law. 

The lawsuit also said the 
Fono never agreed to let the 
General Fund revenues, 
which it had already appro
priated, be used for other 
purposes. 

The lawsuit said local law 
allows the government to 
purchase "property only for 
public purposes" and the 
purchase of the Couritry 
Club as a night-club and res
taurant does not fit that cat
egory. 

Named as defendants in the 
suit are Governor Tauese 
Sunia, Lt. Governor Togiola 
Tulafono and two senior staff 
members in the Governor's 
Office involved in the trans
action, Pati Faiai and Doug 
Juergens. 

Fiji landowners threaten airport 

• SHOULDER PAIN 

• HEADACHES 

U.S. LICENSED BOARD CERTIFIED DOCTORS 
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SUV A (Pacnews) - In Fiji, 
landowners in the western 
town of Nadi have again 
threatened to close the 
country's international air
port. 

Traditional head of the land 
owning unit, Ratu Josateki 
Sovau delivered a letter to 
Prime Minister, Mahendra 
Chaudhry, threatening to close 
down the airport, if the Gov
ernment does not respond 
within a week to their demands 
for compensation. 

Ratu Josateki is disap
pointed that no response has 
been forthcoming since a se
ries of meetings the land
owners had with the Cabinet 

WOIY Many Giant Size Fireworks '\\\)\II 
Lots of Hot New Items '11 

'of . ·:7:::~::::t~rchase"WOlf 
. Mid(lle Road, ·Gualo Rai Next to Subway ~ Tel. 235·7.087 

subcommittee in April this 
year. 

The landowners had asked 
Government to return some 
sub leases representing areas 
within their original land. 
which the Government has 
accepted as no longer falling 
under the categories of public 
purpose use. 

Also they should be com
pensated between FJ$ IO
FJ$20 million (US$.5.I
US$ 10.2 million) per annum 
for lost earnings. 

The land was acquired by 
the Government under emer
gency powers during World 
War 2 for the construction of 
an airfield to be used by the 

,'; . 

AlJCKLAND (J>a~news) -
The GrCJ~P 9f ~even·. (G7) 
Super jJ()W~fS are preparing 
toµgh economic sanctions 
against two of the world's 
smallest states, Nauru and 
Niue, over mounting evi
dence they are key players 
for the Russian mafia and 
South American drug cartels. 

An A FP report from 
Auckland said the two island 
nations are seen as serious 
threats to the world banking 
system. 

Nauru, the world's small
est republic with 10,605 
people, saw US$70 billion 
move through its banks last 
year and may be the key 
player in the US$7 billion of 
the Russian mafia money 
moved through the Bank of 
New York. 

AFP said much of the 
money does not make it to 
Nauru and is instead moved 
through Internet-based 
N;rnru incorporated sites. 

Niue,.self governing in free 
association with New 

US Airforce. 
"What WlJ ,are disappointed 

about is the fact that despite 
promises made by the pre:vi
ous Government, we still have 
not received any compensa
tion. That's despite the fact 
that we won back the right to 
our land, where the present 
airport sits. 

"While we appreciate that it 
is not desirable to negotiate 
under threat or intimidation, 
we wish to confirm we are 
now getting fed up with these 
delaying tactics." Ratu 
Josateki said. 

Landowners plan to close 
down the airport after Decem
ber 15. 

Zealarid, ii~d h9111~{t~ jukt 
over},Q()Q pe9ple.i.~lg;nt~~ 
for offshore sompc111r fore 
mation, which sources say is 
a coved or Panamanian drug 
related operations. 

Senior diplomatic and in~ 
ternational law enforcement 
sources confirmed that mea
sures designed to isolate 
Nauru and Niue are being 
drawn up by the G7, the Paris
based Organisation forEco
nomic Cocoperation and De
velopment (OECD} and the 
French Finance ministry. 

The measures will isolate 
banks ofboth countries eco
nomically disabling them 
from transacting with other 
banks and both local and tax 
haven operations would be 
deregistered. 

The Sirva based Forum Sec~ 
retariat ls not aware dfthe 
alleged.d.eali11gs.·arid .is ~x-. 
pected to seek ~,~fiffoatiops 

. frotn th.e two Cfovernments. 
Bpth .• •.Nauru3nd ... J:'riu~ ... are 

,meriibers oLthe. PacificJs~ 
lands Fohim'. > ' ,;< ".::· •;. ' ,.- : ·.: ;."· ' ..;.:--, ... 

Medical workers remove a patient from a government hospital mo
ments after a stron{} earthquake rocked Manila and other provinces of 
the country's main island of Luzon before dawn Sunday. The powerful 
earthquake, with a magnitude of 6.8 in the Richter scale, cracked walls, 
knocked electricity and injured an undetermined number of people. AP 

Strong earthquake 
rocks Philippines 
MANILA (Reuters)-An earth
quake jolted the main Philippine 
island of Luzon, including the 
country's capital, Manila, early 
yesterday and officials said one 
person died of heart attack and 
several were injured. 

A number of buildings in Ma
nila suffered minor damage. in
cluding cracks and shattered glass 
panels, police said. 

The tremor struck at 2:03 am. and 
registered a magnitude of 6.8 on the 
open-ended Richter scale, the Philip
pine Institute of Vulcanology and 
Seismology (Phivolcs) said. A pre
liminary Phivolcs statement had re
]Xlrted the magnitude at 5.7. 

old and poorly built structures. He 
said authorities were working to 
restore power supplies. 

"I think people can go back to 
sleep," Mercado said. 

The earthquake-prone country 
was last hit by a major tremor in 
1990 when a shock of 7.8 on the 
Richter scale toppled dozens of 
buildings in Luzon, killing more 
than 1,600 people. 

Sunday's quake occurred a day 
after Luzon was hit by a massive 
power blackout after a power plant 
tripped. 

Residents stay in the open moments after the earthquake. AP 
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SAIPAN PHOTO LAB 
at 322-7754/53 for an appointment in the studio or on location to capture a 
memory to last a lifetime. 

"We should expect after
shocks," Phivolcs chief 
Raymundo Punongbayan said in 
a radio broadcast. 

TUNDRA has Arrived • • • 

The lone casualty was a patient 
at a Manila hospital who died of 
heart attack at the height of tremor, 
hospital staff said. 

Several people were injured by 
falling objects or as they stam
peded out of their houses, Manila 
Mayor Li to Atienza said. One man 
was hit by a crane which fell from 
the upper floors of a building un
der construction. 

The quake knocked out power 
in parts of Manila and in several 
provinces of Luzon, the country's 
largest island with a population of 
about 40 million. about two-thirds 
of the national total, officials said. 

The quake was centered off the 
coast of Pangasinan province, 
about 112 miles north of Manila, 
Phivolcs said . 

Defense Secretary Orlando 
Mercado said there were no re pons 
of buildings collapsing and that 
damage was likely to be limited to 
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l~MARMNASVAfilEfYNEWSANDVIBWS-MONDAY-DECEMBERReport: Japan mulls 

North Korea talks 

Crown Princess Masako smiles in this October 15, 1997 photo. 
Japanese media reported that six years after her marriage to the heir 
to Japan's ancient Chrysanthemum Throne, Crown Princess Masako 
may finally be pregnant. AP 
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TOKYO (AP)-Japan is con
sidering holding preliminary 
talks on setting up diplomatic 
ties with communist North 
Korea as early as Dec. 20, a 
newspaper reported today. 

The talks would be held in 
Beijing and involve senior of
ficials from both sides, the 
national Asahi Shimbun re
ported. They would discuss 
resuming talks on normaliz
ing relations, which broke 
down in 1992 over allegation~ 
that North Korean agents kid
napped Japanese citizens. 

Kyodo News service also re
ported today that Mitsubishi 
Heavy Industries, Toshiba 
Corp. and Hitachi will sign an 
agreement by the end of the 
month to help build two 

nuclear power reactors in 
North Korea. 

The offer by the three major 
Japanese companies are part 
of a 1994 deal to provide 
nuclear power plants to North 
Korea in exchange for a prom
ise that it would stop its 
nuclear weapons program. 

The offices of Mitsubishi 
Heavy, Toshiba and Hitachi 
were closed today and offi
cials could not be immediately 
reached for comment. 

In June, Japan approved a 
$1 billion contribution to the 
nuclear power plant project, 
known as KEDO, or the Ko
rean Peninsula Energy Devel
opment Organization, which 
is estimated to cost $4.6 bil
lion. 

South Korea will be the big-

The Choice is Clear. 

for more Information, 
call 235-PAGE 
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gest contributor to the project 
with $3.2 billion, while the 
United States will contribute 
$115 million and the Euro
pean Union $80 million. 

Japanese Prime Minister 
Keizo Obuchi stressed the 
importance of normalizing ties 
with Pyongyang in a speech 
today at the United Nations 
University in Tokyo. 

"Our basic policy is to cor
rect a relationship that has not 
been normal since the end of 
World War II," he was quoted 
as saying by Kyodo News. 

He added that debate within 
the government on sanctions 
against North Korea is pro
gressing. The sanctions were 
imposed after Pyongyang 
tested a ballistic missile last 
year. 

China tries 
dozens in 

• piracy case 
BEIJING (AP) - In its big
gest high-seas piracy case in 
years, China is trying 38 
people for crimes including 
the slaying of 23 ~eamen who 
were bludgeoned to death and 
dumped overboard, state me
dia said Saturday. 

Prosecutors allege that the 
38 defendants, who went on 
trial Friday, were members of 
a gang that posed as anti
smuggling police to hijack 
three ships in 1998. 

One ·of those hijacked was 
the Chang Sheng, a freighter 
carrying coal cinders, state
run newspapers reported. 

Prosecutors say the pirates 
handcuffed, tied up and 
gagged the ship's 23 crew 
members. the reports said. The 
gang allegedly then blud
geoned the crew me mbcrs lo 

death and tied heavy weights 
to their bodies before dump
ing them into the sea, the state
run Beijing Morning Post said. 

Members of the gang were 
charged with crimes includ
ing murder, robbery. and pos
sessing weapons, drugs and 
explosives, the reports said. 
They said it was China's big
gest case of high-seas robbery 
and murder in 50 years of 
Communist Party rule. 

The trial opened Friday 
morning in the Shanwei City 
Intermediate People's Court 
in the southern coastal prov
ince of Guangdong. It was 
expected to last six days. the 
reports said. 
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Kim. eyes ties with China 
by Cohen in the Report is simi- U.S. jurisdictions promise the 

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -
South Korea's president appealed 
for more cooperation and ex
changes with China during a meet
ing Saturday with the Chinese 
foreign minister, officials at the 
president's office said. 

"The relations between South 
Korea and China made great 
strides since opening ties in 1992. 
I hope for mQre active exchanges 
in the next century," the officials 
quoted President Kim Dae-jung 
as telling Chinese Foreign Minis
ter Tang Jiaxuan. 

Kim thanked China for not de
valuating the Chinese yuan s 
dfpchina dsaduring the Asian fi
nancial crisis. Tang, meanwhile, 
praised Kim's leadership and 
SouthKorea'seffortstoovercome 
the economic troubles, said the 
officials, who requested anonym
ity. 

Tang arrived in South Korea 
on Friday for a three-day visit 
amid efforts, especially by South 
Korea, to improve ties. He met 
his South Korean counterpart, 
Hong Soon-young, the same 

Kim Dae-jung 

day. 
The two sides agreed that Chi

nese Prime Minister Zhu Rongji 
and Defense Minister Chi Haotian 
will visit South Korea next year. 
Hong also asked for China to take 
a role in easing tensions between 
South Korea and communist 
North Korea. 

China is South Korea's third
largest trading partner after the 
United States and Japan, while 
South Korea is China's fifth larg
est. Two-way trade is expected to 
reach $24 billion this year. 

Miss Philippines Geogina Anne de la Paz Sandico, Miss Korea Lee 
Jae-Won, Miss Malaysia Andrea Franklin Gomez, and Miss Japan 
Kana Onoda (from left) get together for a snapshop in front of a huge 
Buddha statue in Kamakura, southwest of Tokyo. They are among 
year's Miss International Beauty pageant bets. AP 

16 die in Indonesia landslide 
JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP)
Hundreds of people were search
ing desperately for their loved 
ones three days after a massive 
landslide buried parts of a vil
lage on Sumatra island, police 
said Saturday. 

The death toll stood at 16 and 
there was little hope of finding 
any of the remaining 40 missing 
people alive. 

The village was buried when 
the top of a hill gave way and 
came crashing down, destroy-

ing part of Seberang Pal inggam 
village, about 625 miles north
west of Jakarta, said Sgt. Edi 
Surya of the local police. Nine
teen families lived in 16 build
ings that were destroyed by the 
earth and mud. Heavy rain has 
hampered rescue efforts. 

"We haven't given up hope, 
the search will go on," Surya 
said. 

On Friday, rescuers found two 
people alive afterthey had been 
buried for 36 hours. 

Cohen ... 
Continued from page 1 

In 1997, President Clinton pro
posed legislation to extend the 
federal Immigration and Nation
ality Act to the CNMI, to in
crease the CNMI's minimum 
wage $.30 annually until it 
reaches the federal minimum 
wage level, and to require CNMI 
garment factories to use a 
greater percentage of U.S. labor 
in order to continue use of spe
cial tariff privileges for.the im
portation of products into the 
U.S. market. 

The legislation recommended 

Fellin . .. 
Continued from page 1 

operationally intensive deploy
ment in 1987 while embarked 
in the USS Constellation. 

Additionally, he served on 
the Carrier Group Seven staff 
as Air Operations Officer. 

He reported to the Joint Staff 
in August 1997 and served for 
two years as the Executive 
Assistant to the J6, Director 
for Command and Control, 

lar, although not identical, to opportunity for economic and 
the Administration's 1997 pro- political integration for those 
posals. who come to our shores to work. 

Cohen said that he reluctantly "'The time has come to con-
concluded that legislation is still trol the massive flow of foreign 
needed because there remains a temporary workers into the 
fundamental philosophical dif- CNMI and permit those who are 
ference between the federal and allowed to work and live in the 
CNMI governments about how CNMI to enjoy the opportuni-
immigration, labor and customs ties that come with being a part 
policies should be employed to of America." 
support an economy. The administration proposal, 

"The CNMI envisions facili- which has been developed by 
tating, rather than controlling, the President's Special Repre-
the steady stream of low-paid sentative and the Departments 
foreign workers," Cohen ob- of Interior, Commerce, Justice 
served. "ln contrast, the fabric and Labor, will be forwarded to 
of immigration and labor laws Congress when it returns in 
which apply to virtually all other January. 

Communications and Comput
ers (C4) Systems. An earlier 
shore duty assignment in Wash
ington D.C. involved service on 
the staff of the Assistant Chief 
of Naval Operations for Plans, 
Policy and Operations (N3/N5) 
as the Director of the Technical 
Support Group from July 1991 
to January 1993. 

Previous shore duty assign
ments were with Medium At
tack Tactical Electronic War
fare Wing in Oak Harbor, 
Washington where he served 
as Flag Secretary, and other 

aviation assignments at Naval 
Weapons Center China Lake, 
California, and Naval Air Sta
tion Point Mugu, California. 

Fellin has accumulated over 
3,500 flight hours in the A-6 
Intruder. His awards include 
the Defense Superior Service 
Medal, the Legion of Merit 
with three gold stars, Merito
rious Service Medal, Navy 
Commendation Medal with 
two gold stars, Navy Achieve
ment Medal, and various other 
naval campaign. unit and ser
vice awards. 

My Two Front T 

This holiday season GTE Pacifica is making it easier than ever to give the gift of 
Cellular! Choose any Analog or Digital plan and enjoy enhanced features like Caller 
ID and Guam Roaming. Exchange an Analog cellular for a Digital model and receive 
$50 credit•. Or, switch an active Saipan Cellular phone to a GTE Pacifica Digital plan 
and get $50 credit•. Sign up before Christmas and get our lowest airtim!;! rates in the 

CNMI, plus a free gift with any Cellular plan purchase! 

Call today, 682-2745 or visit our offices on Middle Road. 

I cj i =I PACIFICN 
We're Connected To You r.11 •conditions App(v 
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Clinton endorses 

Bill Clinton 

ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) 
President Clinton praised Al 
Gore Saturday to Florida 
Democrats as instrumental in 
the success of their adminis
tration and the vice president 
returned the praise in a sepa
rate speech to the group later 
in the day. 

Both spoke kindly of Bill 
Bradley. Gore's rival for the 
Democratic nomination, who 
missed an afternoon of cam
paigning Friday because of an 
irregular heartbeat. The presi
dent said Bradley should be 
fine and Gore called him a 
"great competitor.·· 

The importance of Florida 
in Bradley's challenge was 
highlighted earlier in the day 
when Gore stopped in Atlanta 
to launch a major initiative to 
keep his lead among potential 
black voters, announcing the 
endorsemenr of several black 
leaders and elected officials. 

Flanked by black officials 
from throughout the South, 
Gore said he was "proud of 
what we have done rogether in 
the South, but we need to go 
further.'' -

Gore plans events for black 
supporters in Des Moines, 
Iowa. Chicago, New York and 
Los Angele; and a campaign 
release said that more than 
2,000 black leaders had en
dorsed Gore for the Demo
cratic presidential nomination. 

The Florida speeches were 
most notable for Clinton and 
Gore closing ranks after 
months in which Gore has been 
distancing himself politically 
from the president. And 
Clinton made clear Saturday 
how strongly he supports 
Gore. 

Explaining that he could not 
speak us loudly as usual be
cause of a raspy throat, Clinton 
asked the crowd of about 1,000 
to listen carefully. 

··Because this is from the 
heart," Clinton said, as he be
gan listing the ways he said 

Al Gore. 

Gore.has been instrumental to 
the economic success and so
cial progress Clinton claims 
for their administration. 

"From his vote to break the 
tie on the '93 budget - which 
is what gave us the ability to 
balance the budget, got inter
est rates down, got the 
economy going," Clinton be
gan, " ... to supporting every 
tough decision I have had to 
make as president, from guns 
and tobacco, to Bosnia and 
Kosovo, I can tell you that in 
the history of the country, he 
is the most effective and in
fluential vice president who 
has ever served." 

Later in the day, Gore 
thanked Florida for backing 
the Democrats in the 1996 
presidential election and 
praised Clinton for his leader
ship in general and especially 
on the economy. 

Gore has pointedly dis
tanced himself from his offi
cial role as vice president of 
late, and symbolically dis
tanced himself from Clinton. 
Gore barely mentions the 
president in stump speeches, 
and the two rarely appear to
gether. 

But Gore made clear in an 
interview with several report
ers Friday night that he's go
ing to be focusing more on 
the country's strong eco
nomic successes and who has 
the experience to keep that 
success going. That discus
sion will inevitably center on 
what Clinton and Gore to
gether have done with the 
economy. 

The vice president said he 
was glad to hear that Bradley 
was back on the campaign trail 
after problems with an irregu
lar heartbeat Friday and he 
looked forward to continuing 
their debate on the issues with 
a '·great competitor." 

Bradley told reporters in 
Palo Alto, Calif., on Saturday 
that his irregular heartbeat is 
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"just a nuisance" and dis
missed any concern about his 
ability to campaign. He 
planned to speak to the Florida 
Democrats Sunday. 

Gore spent much of his 45-
minute address to the group 
recalling that Florida has been 
good to the Clinton-Gore team 

in recent years, voting for 
them in 1996 even though the 
state has been trending Re
publican. 

··Florida was there for Presi
dent Bill Clinton and me in 
1996," Gore said. "We carried 
the state in large part because 
of the kind of Democratic 

Party that was built by a close 
friend of yours and mine, a 
man who died one year ago ... 
Lawton Chiles." 

The folksy and popular 
Chiles died a year ago Sun
day, just a few weeks short of 
finishing his last term as gov
ernor. 

COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM 

INVITATION FOR BID 

PSS I FB00-001-Cancellation 
This is to hereby inform all interested bid
ders of PSS IFB00-001 that PSS IFB00-001 
is hereby cancelled and has been repl~ced 
with RFP00-002. 
Any question (s) pertaining to this 
announcement may contact Louise Concepcion 
at the PSS Procurement & Supply Office at 
telephone number 664-3752/10. 

ls/Rita Hocog lnos, Ed. D. 
Commissioner Of Education 

ls/Louise Concepcion 
Procurement and Supply Officer 

• COMMONWEALTH PORTS AUTHORITY 
SECOND REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

FOOD & BEVERAGE CONCESSION 
FOR WEST TINIAN AIRPORT 

The Commonwealth ~orts Authority (CPA) is soliciting proposals from interested finns and/or individuals to operate;\ food 
and beverage concession at the West Tinian Airport. Interested finns and/or individuals are encouraged to specify in their 
proposal the types of products and/or services they intend to offer to the travelling public and how to best use the space 
available. The area of.the space available is 430 square feet. and is located at the newly renovated West Tinian Airport. This 
space 1s available for mspect1011 between 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

Pr?posal packages can be obtained at the Office of the Executive Director, Saipan International Airport, P.O. Bo.x 501055, 
Sa1pan, MP 96950, or at the Office of the Ports Manager West Tinian Airport, Tinian, MP 96952. A sec of the proposal 
package may be obtamed for a fee of $30.00. Checks shall be made payable to the Commonwealth Ports Authority. A pre
award conference shall be held on December 21, 1999 at 2:00 p.m. at the West Tinian Airport conference room located at the 
office of the Ports Manager. 

The Commonwealth Pons Authority (CPA) must receive all proposal no later than 2:00 p.m. December 27, J 999, in order to 
be considered for the award. In evaluating proposals, CPA will consider (but not limited to) the following criteria: 

I. Financial Proposals 
2. Management Teams 
3. Capital Investment 
4. Design Rendering 
5. Services or Merchandising Mix 
6. Customer Services 
7. Pricing 

The successful and unsuccessful Proposers will be notified within thiny (30) days after December 27, I 999. 

Should you have any questions or need additional infonnation, please contact Mr. Hennan R. Bennudes at 664-3500. 

The Commonwealth Ports Authority (CPA) reserves the right to reject any and/or all proposals in accordance with Section 
3.2(7) and 4.1 of its Procurement Rules and Regulations. 

ls/CARLOS H. SALAS 
Executive Director 

December 10, 1999 
Date 

) '; \ 
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Falun Gong gathers in 

A young girl leads a procession of about 600 Falun Gong members, a 
sect banned in China, as they marched from the Hong Kong office of 
Beijing's state-run media through downtown Hong Kong on Saturday. 
AP 

HONG KONG (Reuters) -
Hundreds of followers of China's 
banned Falun Gong spiritual 
movement Saturday held a dem
onstration in Hong Kong calling 
on Beijing to lift repression of the 
movement and open a dialogue. 

A small band of Falung Gong 
followers placed petitions before 
the locked doors of China's offi
cial Xinhua News Agency as 
scores of others sat cross-legged 
in rows under a bright sun across 
the street. 

"We want to urge the Chinese 
government to stop the suppres
sion (of Falun Gong) and open a 
peaceful dialogue and resolve is
sues in a peaceful way," said Kan 
Hung-cheung, 48, a Hong Kong 
businessman and Falun Gong 
spokesman. 

"The main purpose of today is 
so more people around the world 
and the Chinese government un
derstand Etlun Gong," Kan said. 
"We are good people ... we are not 
a threat." 

Falun Gong followers are in 
Hong Kong, where the movement 
is legal, to share experiences with 
each other in a two-day gathering 
expected to test the territory's 
autonomy from Beijing. 

Organizers said more than 600 
followers from around the world 
- including the United States, 
Australia, Japan and as far away 
as Ireland and Sweden - were 
present for Saturday's peaceful 
sit-in. 

About 1,000 are expected to 
attend a Sunday conference at 
Hong Kong's Convention and 
Exhibition Center - the 
territory's premier convention 
venue - at which followers will 
r~.ad testimonials describing their 

experiences with Falun Gong. 
China banned the popular 

movement in July after its mem
bers demanded official recogni
tion of their faith in a series of 
bold protests, including one which 
saw 10,000 of them surround the 
central leadership compound in 
Beijing in April. 

Falun Gong is a mix of Bud
dhism, Taoism, meditation and 
breathing exercises designed to 
harness inner energy and healing 
powers. But Beijing calls the 
group an "evil cult" and views it 
as a serious threat to communist 
rule. 

"The practice is correct. As a 
practitioner, I want to support 
Falun Gong," said Haruhisalnose, 
41, a clerk for a shipping com
pany in Japan. 

Since July. authorities have ar
rested at least I 50 of its leaders 
and jailed some for up to 12 years. 
It has sent an unknown number to 
labor camps without trial and ex
pelled several foreign members 
of the group. 

But in Hong Kong, which re
tains a high degree of autonomy 
after Britain returned the territory 
to China in 1997, the government 
has said Falun Gong ;ill be toler
ated as long as it remains within 
the law . 

The group had no trouble ob
taining police permits to hold 
Saturday's demonstration or to 
rent facilities for the Sunday meet
ing. But the convention center 
has tightened security. 

Practitioners say that unlike re
ligions that emphasize spiritual 
growth, Falun Gong brings physi
cal benefits as well. 

During Saturday's demonstra
tion, Fa}un Gorig followers stood 

on folded newspapers or mats, 
conducting breathing exercises 
and meditating as slow music 
drifted from portable tape record
ers. 

Canadian Zenon Dolnycky, 21, 
said he stumbled across Falun 
Gong on the Internet. 

"It was a new beginning, I 

could take on life from a truth
ful and compassionate (way) and 
get rid of all the negative stuff 
from partying and doing drugs," 
he said. 

Pro-China elements in Hong 
Kong are less enamoured. The 
Beijing-backed Wen Wei Po 
newspaper carried full-page cov-

erage of a Friday conference or
ganized by the Chinese-language 
daily to "expose and criticize" 
Falun Gong. 

The group, originating in China, 
claims a global membership of 
over I 00 million, although Beijing 
estimates it has only about two 
million members in China. 

COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 

PSSRFP00-002 

This announcement replaces and supercedes prior 
announcement under PSS IFB00-001 which has been cancelled 

The CNMI Public School System (PSS) is soliciting competitive sealed proposals lo acquire leased telecommunication ser;ices, 
procure networking equipments and installing internal cabling al the schools and al lhe PSS Central District Office, and to procure 
miscellaneous items. Proposal Package will be made available on or after December 13, 1999 at the PSS Procurement & Supply 
Office situated on the 3rd floor of the Nauru Building, Susupe, Saipan, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands during regular 
CNMI Government working hours. All proposers shall submit one(1) original proposal and two (2) duplicate copies and facemarked 
"RFP00-002 and delivered lo the Public School System Procurement & Supply Office situated on the 3rd floor of the Nauru Building 
no later than 4:00 p.m., local lime, January 11, 2000 which is the closing date and lime of the Proposal. Any proposal received after 
the aforementioned dale and time will not be accepted under any circumstances. 

A pre-proposal conference will be held on December 15, 1999 at 9:00 a.m., local time at the Public School System Conference Room 
situated on the 4th floor of the Nauru Building, Susupe, Saipan. Any and all queslion(s) pertaining to any non cabling line item of the 
proposal package shall be submitted lo the Commissioner of Education's Office Attn: E-Rate, situated on the 3rd floor of the Nauru 
Building, Susupe, Saipan, MP, or send via facsimile, or via E-Mail no later than 4:00 p.m., local time, December 17, 1999. Listed below 
are the facsimile number or E-Mail address: 

Commissioner 01 Education OR 
Attention: E-Rate 
Fax Number: (670) 664-3798 

Commissioner Of Education 
Attention: E-Rate 
E-Mail Address: COE@SAIPAN.COM 

All proposers who are interested in submitting proposals on the Cabling (Internal School Wiring) portion ol the proposal package 
shall be required to attend the "Walk Through" Meetings on the island or islands to which they are submitting a proposal on. Listed 
below are the "Walk Through" Schedules for each of the three islands. For the Purpose al this "Walk Through" Meeting, Saipan 
Schools are divided into two Groups-Saipan Northern Schools and Saipan Southern Schools as indicated below: . 

Saipan Northern Schools (GTC Elementary, Tanapag Eler.1entary, Garapan Elementary, Kagman 
Elementary, San Vicente Elementary, LMAAcademy and Oleai Elementary) 

Saipan Northern Schools 
Walk Through Starts at 
Dale of "Walk Through" 
nme 

Saipan Southern Schools 

First School Location For 
Walk Through Meeting Starts at : 
Dale Of Walk-Through : 
nme Walk Through Starts : 

Rota Schools 
First School Location For 
Walk Through Meeting Starts at : 
Date Of Walk Through : 
nme Walk Through Starts 

Tinian Schools 
First School Location For 
Walk Through Meeting Starts at : 
Dale Of Walk Through : 
nme Of Walk Through 

Oleai Elementary School 
December 15, 1999 
1:00 p.m. 

(Marianas High School, William S. Reyes Elementary, 
Hopwood Junior High School, San Antonio Elementary, 
Kobleivi!le· Elementary, and Dandan Elementary 

Marianas High School 
December 16, 1999 
8:00 a.m. 

(Rota Elementary, Rota High School, Sinapalo School) 

Rota Elementary School 
December 17, 1999 
11:00 a.m. 

(Tinian Elementary and Tinian High School) 

nnian Elementary 
December 18, 1999 
10:00 a.m. 

Nole: All in attendance at the first school location 'Walk Through" Meeting shall proceed to the next school lo~ation after 
the first school location "Walk Through" meeting is completed. 

The 'Walk Through" Meeting that is to be held at the school locations shall be mandatory and shall be part of the proposal require
ment on the cabling P?rtion of the proposal package. Therefore, !he Public School System caution.s all proposers who are submitting 
proposals on the cabling portion of the proposal package that none attendance and none completion of the "Walk Through" meetings 
for a respective island shall be deemed as not responsive for that particular island. 

Any and all question(s) pertaining to any internal cabling portion of the proposal package shall be submitted to !he Commissioner Of 
Ed~cation's Ollice Attn: E-Rate, situated on the 3rd floor of the Nauru Building, Susupe, Saipan, MP, or sent via facsimile, or via, E
Ma1J no later than 4:00 p.m., local time, December 21, 1999. Listed below are the facsimile or E-Mail information: 

Commissioner 01 Education OR 
Attention: E-Rate 
Fax Number: (670) 664-3798 

Commissioner Of Education 
Attention: E-Rate 
E-Mail Address: COE@SAIPAN.COM 

All submitted written questions that are due on the dateline indicated above shall be responded to in writing no later than two days 
from the date the questions are due. Any addendum to be issued on the proposal package by the Public School System shall be due 
no later than December 23, 1999 to interested proposers. 

A bid bond of 15% of the total proposed price must accompany the bid proposal on the internal wiring portion of the bid package. This 
security maybe a certified check, cashier's check, bid bona, or other form acceptable by the CNMI Public School System and made 
payable to the PSS Treasurer, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. The proposer shall be required to submit with the his 
proposal package a copy of a current General Contractor's License in compliance with the Contractor's Registration and Licensing 
Law of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. 

The awarded proposer on the internal cablling portion of the proposal package shall be required to deliver performance and payment 
bonds equal to 100% of the price specified on the contract. Liquidated damage shall be assessed in accordance to the stipulation 
indica!ed on the proposal package. 

Bidders shall understand that the Contracts awarded shall be contingent to the approval of. the E-Rate Application bV the Schools and 
Libraries Division of the Universal Administrative Comp;ny and the availability of matching funds from the CNMI Public School System • 

The CNMI Public School System reseives the right lo award on a single or multiple award or reject any or all proposals if to do so is in the best 
interest of the CNMI Public School System. Inquiries to this announcement maybe directed to Louise Concepcion at telephone number 664-37521 
3710 . 

ls/Rita Hocog !nos, Ed. D. 
Commissioner Of Education 

ls/Louise Concepcion · 
Procurement and Supply Olficer 
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Japan had more US 
nukes than thought 
WASHI'.'IGTON (AP) - De
spite its aversion to nuclear weap
ons. Japan :ill owed more Ameri
can nuclear weapons on its terri
tory during the 1950s and '60s 
rhan officials of either country 
have publicly acknowledged. 
according to declassified U.S. 
government documents. 

Nuclear weapons for U.S. 
planes. submarines and surface 
ships were located on two J apa
nese islands - lwo Jima and 
ChichiJima-beforethe llnited 
States returned the islands to full 
Japanese control in 1968, ac
cording to the documents, which 
cite the-types of weapons at vari
ous locations but not their num
bers. 

After the United States ended 
its occupation of Japan in 1951 
and the World War II enemies 
signed a security treaty, it was 
Japan's official policy not to 
permit nuclear weapons on its 
territory. Washington took the 
view that this prohibition did not 
extend to islands which remained 
under U.S. jurisdiction after 
J 951, according to a Clinton 
administration official who 
spoke on condition of anonym
ity. 

In 1997. secret U.S. govern
ment documents were declassi
fied and the public learned that 
the island of Okinawa had been 
home to American nuclear weap
ons before it was returned to 
Japanese control in 1972. But 
the role of Iwo Jima and Chichi 
Jima was first disclosed in a re
port to be published Monday in 
the Bulletin of the Atomic Sci
entists by nuclear historians Rob
ert S. Norris, William Arkin and 
William Burr. 

"Fabled as a ·non-nuclear na
tion,' Japan is beginning to 
look very different, given what 
we now know ... the authors 
wrote. ··Japan may have had its 
principles, but the Pentagon 
had its nuclear war plans and it 
pushed the envelope as far as it 
could ... 

Pentagon spokesman P.J. 
Crowley said Friday that the 
government documents on which 
the Bulletin based its article are 
authentic. but he said the U.S. 
government is sticking to its 
policy of neither confirming nor 
denying the presence of nuclear 

weapons at any location, either 
now or in the past. 

"It is in our interest to continue 
to maintain a necessary level of 
ambiguity about these systems," 
Crowley said. 

In the early 1950s, U.S. offi
cials believed they needed to have 
nuclear weapons, or their non
nuclear components, dispersed in 
Europe and in the Pacific in case 
war broke out with the Soviet 
Union. They were deployed by 
the thousands in such places as 
South Korea, Guam, the Philip
pines and Taiwan. As defense 
strategies evolved in the Cold 
War, the Pentagon consolidated 
its arsenal. Today, the only U.S. 
nuclear weapons deployed out
side the United States are bombs 
for aircraft stationed in several 
European NATO countries. 

The new disclosures about U.S. 
nuclear weapons in Japan are not 
likely to affect U.S.-Japan rela
tions today, but they fill a gap in 
the historical record of Japan's 
role in supporting U.S. nuclear 
war plans. 

There is no evidence that the 
U.S. government ever obtained 
pennissionfromJapantostorecom
plete nuclear weapons on-the main 
islands. Yet a declassified appen
dix to a secret U.S. Far East Com
mand report, dated Nov. 1, 1956, 
indicates that 13 separate locations 
in Japan - including sites on the 
main islands~ had nuclear weap
ons or components or were ear
marked to receive weapons in the 
event of impending war. 

These included Misawa, 
ltazuki, Atsugi, lwakuni,Johnson 
and Komaki air bases on the main
land, although it is not clear from 
the available records whether 
complete nuclear weapons ever 
were placed at these sites. 

The roles of Chichi Jima and 
Iwo Jima as nuclear storage sites 
are clearer. 

A top secret June 1957 memo
randum for Adm. Arthur Radford, 
then chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, discussed the dispersal 
of nuclear weapons in the Bonin 
and Volcano islands. The Bonins 
are a group of Japanese islands, 
about 500 miles southeast of the 
mainland, of which only Chichi 
Jima is inhabited. In the three
island Volcano group, 120 miles 
from Chichi Jima, only Iwo Jima 

played a military role. 
.. On 6 February 1956 the chief 

of naval operations stated that 
one weapon with core was placed 
in storage on Chichi Jima," the 
Radford memo said. 

The records do not state how 
many bombs were placed on 
Chichi Jima. A Pentagon his
tory of the deployment of U.S. 
nuclear weapons, declassified 
earlier this year, showed that the 
first bombs on Chichi Jima were 
withdrawn after only three 
months, CQinciding with the in
troduction of the Navy's Regu
lus nuclear missiles, which were 
fired from submarines. These 
missiles were kept on Chichi 
Jima until 1964. 

The last nuclear weapons on 
the island, W30 warheads for 
Navy surface-to-air Talos mis
siles, were withdrawn in De
cember 1965. 

Because of Chichi Jima's 
nuclear role, the U.S.government 
resisted Japan's push to repopu
late the island, which had been 
evacuated during World War II. 
Mansfield Sprague, an assistant 
secretary of defense in the 
Eisenhower administration, told 
the "CNN & Time" news pro
gram that U.S. officiais felt that 
allowing the Japanese to return 
was too big of a security risk. 

"Well, if they'd been able to 
come back to the islands, some 
of them might have been spies," 
Sprague said in a "CNN & Time" 
interview to be broadcast Sun
day. 

Also in February 1956, "non
nuclear bombs" - components 
withoutthenuclearcore-were 
placed on lwo Jima and kept 
there unti!June 1966, according 
to the Pentagon's "History of 
the Custody and Deployment of 
Nuclear Weapons." Compete 
nuclearbombswereoniwoJima 
from September 1956 to Decem
ber 1959 .. 

Declassified records of the 
U.S. Far East Command show 
that Detachment One of the Air 
Force's 7th Tactical Depot 
Squadron had a nuclear storage 
site at Central Air Base on Iwo 
Jima. Norris and his co-authors 
interviewed a former Air Force 
officer assigned there who told 
them the island served as a "re
covery facility. 

Y2K stockpiling leads to blast 
BENTON TOWNSHIP, 
Mich. (AP) - A man who 
was stockpiling food and fuel 
to prepare for possible Y2K 
problems escaped serious in
jury after some of the propane 
gas he was storing in his base
ment exploded. 

The Friday blast pushed out 
sections of the cement-block 
foundation, bowed walls and 
sprayed shards of glass over 
Alonzo Anderson's lawn, but 
he suffered only singed hair 
and a burn on his cheek. 

.. I don't know how he sur
vived," said Lt. Ken Doroh of 
the Benton Township Fire 
Department. 

Officials s~id the explosion 
was caused by gas leaking 
from one of several J 20-pound 
propane tanks Anderson 
planned to use for heat if u ti Ii
ties failed on Jan. l. 

The explosion occurred 
when the highly flammable 
gas leaking from one of the 
propane tanks reached a spark 
or some other ignition source, 

Doroh said. The tanks did not 
explode, but the gas that had 
leaked out did. 

Anderson told firefighters 
he was afraid of what might 
happen on Jan. 1, so he 
hoarded large amounts of 
food, water and other supplies 
in his basement. 

The end of the year has 
raised concerns that some 
computers will not function 
properly on Jan. I because of 
a problem known as the Y2K 
bug. 

NATION 

Firefighters salute as the remains of Jeremiah M. Lucey, the fifth 
firefighter located, are removed from the scene of the Worcester Cold 
Storage & Warehouse Co. building Saturday afternoon in Worcester, 
Mass. Lucey and five other firefighters were killed in the blaze Friday. 
AP 
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Thai crash dead remembered 

Relatives and friends of those killed in last year's Thai Airways plane crash offer prayer and food during the 
memorial ser-1ice in Surat Thani province, south of Bangkok Sunday. AP 

SURA TTHANI, Thailand (AP) 
- A year after a Thai Airways 
plane crash killed 101 people in 
southern Thailand, relatives and 
friends of the victims gathered 
Saturday for a memorial service 
near the swampy crash site. 

More than 500 people, some 
fighting back tears, attended the 
evening ceremony. The memo
rial began with a minute of si
lence, followed by Christian, Bud
dhist and Chinese services for the 
dead. 

Moo Pongsribuasud, from the 
northern Thai province of 
Kampaeng Phet, lost his 33-year
old daughter Sri in the crash. 

"I miss her and love her so 
much," Moo, 70, said before the 
ceremony, his eyes misting with 
tears. 

The Airbus A310-200 jet 
crashed during a third abortive 
landing attempt at Surat Thani 
airport, 330 miles south of 
Bangkok. Only45 of the l 46pas
sengers and crew members aboard 
the doomed flight survived. 

The pilot, co-pilot and nine crew 

~ioars W~ Rel)q~ 

(m, Office ol Vocational Rehabilitation @ 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT 
The Office of Vocational Rehabilitation counselor will be making a monthly visitation to 
the island of Rota on: 

Date: 

Day: 

Time: 

Place: 

Contact Person: 

December 16, 1999 

Thursday 

9:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Rota Mayor's Office 

Linda Atalig 
532-9451 

If you or anyone you know have a disability and wants to know more about our program 
and services we provide, such as rehabilitation for employment, transition, supported 
employment and independent living services, you may contact us at these numbers: 

• Toll Free: 

• TDD: 
• Fax: 

532-8622 (call will ring at the Office of Vocational 
Rehabilitation in Saipan) 

322-6449 
322-6536 or 

or you may contact the respective person listed above. 

members were among those 
killed. Fourteen of the 26 foreign 
passengers, including citizens of 
the United States, Austria, Brit
ain, Finland, Germany, Japan and 
Norway, also died. 

Andrea Gramme, 29, of Jack
son Hole. Wyo., was one of those 
who flew in to attend the service. 
She came to mourn her late twin 
sister, Helen, who was killed in 
the crash with her boyfriend, Ken
neth Houseman. 

Their parents did not make the 
trip because they are sti 11 too up
set at their loss, Gramme said. 
She broke into tears when talking 
to a reporter at Surat Thai airport. 

Gramme said her sister and her · 
sister's boyfriend, a filmmaking 
team, had been traveling in Thai
land for a nature project to film 
gibbons and hombills. 

"She was living her life exactly 
the way she wanted to, and she 
died during doing what she loved 
to do," Gramme said. 

Investigators have yet to deter
mine what caused the accident. 
Thai Transport Minister Suthep 
Thaugsuban, whose sister was 
killed in the crash, said an official 
report will be issued early next 
year. 

Suthep himself would have 
been aboard had he not had a last
minute appointment. He took part 
in a private memorial for his sister 
at a family residence in Surat 
Thani on Saturday. 

Thai Airways organized the 
largerceremony, which ends Sun
day, and paid the expenses for 
those who attended. 

25.dead as. 
Bangladesh 
ferfY sinks .· 

DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) -
A ferry packed with more than 
300 people sank in southern 
Bangladesh on Saturday, killing 
at least 25 people and leaving as 
many as 100 missing, officials 
said. 

The double-decker ferry 
Falguni went down in the Meghna 
River near the island town of 
Bhola, 65 miles south of the capi
tal, Dhaka. The boat was carrying 
double its capacity when it was 
buffeted by the wake of a ship 
heading in the opposite direction, 
said the area's police chief, Abu 
Bakr Siddique. 

Local fishermen rescued about 
l 50passengers who jumped over
board and another 50 people swam 
ashore, Bhola government admin
istrator Gulla! Singh said in a tele
phone interview.- Rescue work 
was suspended as night fell. Offi
cials feared that many of the miss
ing people were dead. 

A salvage ship from Dhaka was 
on its way to the accident site, 
state-run Bangladesh television 
reported. Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina mourned the dead and or
dered officials to step up the search 
for missing people, according to 
television reports. 

Ferry accidents are common in· 
Bangladesh, which is crisscrossed 
by hundreds of small streams and 
rivers. 

./. 
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Bradley back campaigning 
PALO AL TO, Calif. (AP) -
Bill Bradley said Saturday his ir
regular heartbeat will have "no 
effect whatsoever" on his bid for 
the Democratic presidential nomi
nation, and he returned to the cam
paign trail for appearances on both 
coasts. 

A day after a hospital examina
tion foran irregular heartbeat-a 
chronic condition for which he 
takes daily medication - Brad
ley greeted supporters and report
ers with a broad smile and hand
shakes as he entered a news con
ference. saying he felt "terrific.'" 

He jokingly told reporters he 
had planned to begin the appear
ance by clutching his chest and 
pretending to fall backward. And 
he said old shoulder. back and 
knee injuries from his days as a 
professional basketball player 
were actually more bothersome. 

"This is just one of those things, 

it's there, you live with it, it's no 
problem whatsoever. It is com
mon, it is something that doesn't 
affect my daily activities." Brad
ley said. 

But he faced a barrage of ques
tions about whether a heart epi
sode Thursday and Friday - his 
seventh since the condition was 
first diagnosed in 1996 - cast 
doubts on his fitness for a presi
dential campaign or the White 
House. 

Bradley calmly turned them all 
aside, referring to the irregular 
heartbeat as "just a nuisance" and 
speculating that his failure to take 
his medicir.e earlier in the week 
triggered the episode. Bradley 
said the incident will have no 
impact on his campaign style. 

··No. It will have no effect what
soever." he said. 

Bradley, 56, planned to fly to 
Orlando, Fla., immediately after 

8 NORTHERN MARIANAS HOUSING CORPORATION 

PUBLIC NOTICE · 
· · December 09, 1999 

Pursuant to Public Law 8-41, Governor Pedro P. Tenorio and Lieutenant Gover
nor Jesus R. Sablan, through tbe N ortbern Marianas Housing Corporation 
(NMHC) Board of Directors, are hereby giving notice that tbe regular meeting of 
the Board, recessed on November 23, 1999, will reconvene on Wednesday, De
cember 15, 1999 at 10:00 a.m. at the CDA Conference Room in Gualo Rai, Saipan. 
The agenda follows, at the public is welcome to submit written or oral comments 
regarding agenda items. Individuals interested in attending tbe meeting and 
needing special assistance or accommodations are requested to contact NMHC 
in advance .. 

I. 

II. 

III. 
IV. 

V. 

AGENDA 

PRELIMINARY MATI'ERS 
a. Call to Onler/Roll 
b. Adoption of Agenda 
RESOLUTION & COMMUNICATIONS 
a. Board Resolution No. 32 
b. Consultants' Progress Reports 
MANAGER'S & DIVISION REPORTS 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. Community Development Block Grant {CDBG) Projects 
b. Resident Advisory Board 
c. Full Recourse Bulk Loan Agreement Witb BankPacific 
NEW BUSINESS 
a. Gara pan Street Market 
b. Sugar King Subdivision 

1. Waiver of Liability & Restrictive Covenants 
2. Loan Applications for Pre-Approval 

VI. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
VII. OTHER MATTERS 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

Note: PL 8-41 allows Executive Sessions to discuss item(s) noted in the above 
Agenda. 

JUAN S. TENORIO 
Chairman 

Younis Art Studio, Inc. 

HAFA ADAI AND HAPPY HOLIDAYsr 

IN CELEBRATION OF THIS YEAR'S HOLIDAY 

SEASON, YOUNIS ART STUDIO, INC. WOULD 

LIKE TO ANNOUNCE THAT THE MARIANAS 

VARIETY AND GUAM VARIETY NEWSPAPERS 

WILL NOT BE PUBLISHED ON THE 

FOLLOWING DATES: 

• DECEMBER 27, 1999 (MONDAY) 
• DECEMBER 28, 1999 (TUESDAY) 

• JANUARY 3, 2000 (MONDAY) 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR UNDERSTANDING 
AND HAVE A WONDERFUL CHRISTMAS AND 
A HAPPY NEW YEAR. 

Democratic presidential candidate Bill Bradley jokes about his health during a press conference in Palo Alto, 
Calif., Saturdayas campaif]n spokesman Eric Hauser (left) looks on. Bradley said his irregular heartbeat is 
nothing more than a "nwsance" and that he he feels great, exercises regularly and is invigorated by 
campaigning. AP 

the news conference so he could 
keep a commitment to address the 
Democratic state convention there 
Sunday and appear for news pho
tographers Saturday night. 

Vice President Al Gore was 
addressing the gathering Satur
day. 

Bradley said he first felt the 
irregular heartbeat Thursday, and 
consulted with his doctor. They 
agreed to take no action unless it 
persisted for 24 hours. When that 
mark approached Friday, Brad
ley canceled a speech in Berkeley 
and two fund-raisers nearby to go 
to Sequoia Hospital near Palo 
Alto. 

As he approached the hospital, 
the heartbeat "flipped back in," 
hesaid. Nevertheless, Bradley was 
examined for about an hour and a 
half before leaving the facility 
and resting overnight in the San 
Francisco Bay area. 

Bradley had expected to receive 
a mild electric shock to the heart, 
a common treatment known as 
atrial fibrillation, but it was not 
necessary. 

Bradleysaidhetakesfourdoses 
of an anti-arrhythmic drug called 
Procanbid twice a day, and said 
he forgot to take them Wednes
day night. The irregular heartbeat 
almostneveroccurs when he regu-

larly takes the medicine, Bradley 
said. 

He did have an episode about a 
month ago, he said. Bradley said 
he took his medication late on that 
occasion, and suspected that was 
the cause. 

His doctor has found no evi
dence of other heart problems, he 
added. 

Bradley said he exercises on a 
Stairmaster as often as possi.ble, 
but acknowledged the device is 
sometimes hard to find on the 
road. He also said he had planned 
to disclose his condition when he 
releases his medical records later 
in the presidential campaign. 

LA celebrates Virgin of Guadalupe 
LOS ANGELES (AP)-Thou
sands of people journeyed 
through the streets on Saturday 
in a procession to honor the ven
erated Virgin of Guadalupe and 
display a replica of her image. 

The digitally mastered replica 
has been making a tour of area 
churches since September and 
returns to Mexico this weekend. 
At least 45,000 people attended 
the celebration at the Los Ange
les Coliseum, where Cardinal 
Roger Mahony celebrated Mass 
and notable figures like Chris
tina Saralegui, Ricardo 
Montalban and Henry Cisneros 
joined in the festivities. 

"We came to celebrate the 
Virgin who came to visit us," 
said Juan Jose Galdames, 30, of 
Los Angeles. "Since we could 
not go there to visit her." 

The celebration stems from a 
tradition that says an olive
skinned Virgin Mary appeared 
in Mexico to an Aztec Indian 
named Juan Diego in December 
1531 and left her image behind 
on his cloak. Clerics credit the 
apparition with converting mil-

Emerita Arcinirga, originally from Nayarit, Mexico, opens her arms 
before the procession of the Virgin of Guadalupe image at the Los 
Angeles Coliseum, Saturday. AP 

lions of polytheist Indians into 
Roman Catholics. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe is, for 
many, at the root of Mexico's 
national identity and its contem
porary faith. Mexicans today use 
her as both a religious and cul
tural symbol and honor her annu
ally. Her image decorates murals, 
storefronts, even niches in front 
of houses in American Hispanic 
neighborhoods. 

The procession resembled an 
Olympian parade as delegations 

from countries around the world 
preceded the replica into the Coli
seum. When the framed image 
emerged, a flock of white doves 
flew around the stadium, cheer
ing crowds surged toward it and 
a mariachi band sang a tradi
tional Spanish-langu;ge birth
day song. 

Groups of children and adults 
dressed in colorful feathers, vel
vet and beads danced and 
drummed behind the Virgin's 
image. 
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C transit strike loom.s 
NEWYORK(AP)-NewYork 
City's subways and buses carry 
3.5 million riders every day. It's 
a te1Tifying number if you con
sider what could happen if the 
system suddenly stopped. 

And a transit workers' strike 
all but set for Wednesday is threat
ening to do just that, shutting 
down much of the city as the 
holiday shopping season heads 
into high gear. 

"Last time this happeneditwas 
a total disaster. Now we have far 
more people, and far more tour
ists than then. It's really hard to 
imagine," said City Councilman 
Noach Dear, head of the council's 
transportation committee. 

The city's subways and buses 
were halted by strikes in 1966 
and 1980 that left New York in 
turmoil. 

"I was here in April of '80 
when the last strike happened, 
and it was a real hardship," said 
Gene Russianoff, a staff attorney 
for the Straphangers Campaign, 
a transit riders' advocacy group. 
"And it's one thing to walk across 
the Brooklyn Bridge in April. 
It's another thing to do it in the 
middle of winter." 

Contract negotiations contin
ued on Saturday. The union, 
which is demanding an increase 
in workers' pay, represents driv-

Police rallies 
clash in Seattle 
SEATTLE (AP) - Critics of 
the embattled Seattle Police De
partment nearly upstaged a rally 
by supporters at a downtown park 
Saturday. 

The police are under fire for 
their handling of protests during 
the World Trade Organization 
meetings. 

"Hey, hey. Ho, ho. Police bru
tality has got to go," demonstra
tors chanted as city and law en
forcement officials took the po
dium to thank more than4-00citi
zens packed into Westlake Park. 

The speakers spoke loudly into 
the microphone to ensure that all 
could hear above a steady stream 
of protest chants. 

'There are no words to express 
what this means to us. All of you 
taking time out for us is just phe
nomenal." Seattle Police Offic
ers Guild President Mike 
Edwards told supporters. 

The Guild staged the rally and 
was selling "'Battle of Seattle" T
shirts commemorating events 
surrounding the WTO talks 
Nov.30-Dec.3, which included 
the smashing of downtown store 
windows, slashing of squad car 
tires and more than 500 arrests of 
demonstrators. 

The mayor's office and City 
Council arc investigating allega
tions of police misconduct dur
ing protests, and the local chapter 
of the American Civil Liberties 
Union and London-based Am
nesty International have called 
for independent probes. 

"Police did a great job gassing 
me, pepper spraying me. I was a 
peaceful protester," said Dixie 
Black, 26, a member of Black 
Mesa Indigenous Support, a Flag
staff, Ariz.-based group that 
works on behalf of Indian tribes. 

ers, signal operators, station 
agents and janitors. The MT A has 
offered a 9.25 wage percent in
crease over four years. The union 
has asked for a 9 percent pay 
increase each year, for three years. 

Mayor Rudolph Giuliani said 
Saturday he would hold the Trans
port Workers Union responsible 
fora strike he called "illegal," and 
expressed outrage over an appar
ent attempt at subway sabotage. 

On Friday, an illegaliy turned 
track switch would have diverted 
an 8th Avenue Line subway train 
from a local to an express track, 
but a fail-safe device shut down 
the power, averting a possible 
collision during evening rush 
hour, Giuliani said. 

"The person that did that is a 
criminal," he said. "I will hold the 
union accountable for it." 

Union President Willie James 
said Saturday night that union 
members weren't responsible. "It 
could have been a homeless per
son. How do I know? How do you 
know? You have to get the facts," 
James said. 

The mayor also said the city 
would go to court on Monday 
seeking an injunction against a 
strike. 

The state Metropolitan Trans
portation Authority's contract 
with the 33,000-rnember union 
expires at 12:01 a.m. Wednes
day. 

Union spokesman Jim Gannon 
saidThursdaythattheunion wants 
to negotiate non-stop to avert a 
strike. 

"But we do have a problem 
when he says the MT A has made 
a reasonable offer, because it is in 
fact below the rate of inflation," 
he said. 

In case of a transit strike, the 
city's plan reportedly would ban 
cars with fewer than three occu
pants in Manhattan's biggest busi
ness districts, and place some 
2,000 police officers and 600 traf
fic agents on the streets. Employ
ers would be urged to start work
ers on staggered shifts. 

"All this does is attempt to deal 
with the biggest emergencies," 
Giuliani said. 

Rudolph Giuliani 

Most affected would be the 
600,000 students who use public 
transportation to get to school. 

The Board of Education made · 
plans to alter the school schedule 
Wednesday and delay school 
openings on subsequent days, if 
necessary. 

Private businesses were find
ing their ovm ways to cope. 

"We've been leasing some vans 
to bring in those communications 
workers with critical skills," 
AT&T spokesman Gary 
Morgenstern said. "We're setting 

up coilection points throughout 
the five boroughs and it' II be the 
employees' responsibility to get 
to those points." 

He said no interruption in phone 
service was expected and, if in
ternational operators can't get to 
the office in New York, calls will 
be routed to other centers. 

Not all businesses would be 
hurt by a strike. 

Hotels and bicycle shops could 
profit from commuters forced to 
find lodgings in Manhattan or 
use other means of transport. 

John Kaehy, executive direc
tor of Transportation Alterna
tives, estimated about 300,000 
people would bike to work. He 
said swelling numbers of pedes
trians could take up about two car 
lanes on some avenues, much as 
they did during the last strike. 

"It's going to be an unbeliev
able mess, but New Yorkers will 
manage. About two million 
people in the city live within 
walking distance of their jobs, 
it's just going to be a really long 
walk," he said. 
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DEATHandFUNERALANNOUNCEMENT 

BLAND INA MUNA DELA CRUZ 
Better Known as 

"Blandinan Manet Lasso" of Tinian 

Born: June 02, 1924-Saipan 
Died: December 06, 1999-Tinian 

In her passing, she now joins her: 
Father & Mother: 
Father & Mother-In-Law: 
Daughters: 

Grandchildren: 

Son-In· Law: 
Brothers & Sisters-In-Law: 

Vicente Sablan & Soledad Cabrera Muna 
Pedro Salas & Dolores Lizama Dela Cruz 
Ignacia M. Dela Cruz, Soledad DLC. Santos & 
Dolores M. Dela Cruz 
Ray Anthony DLC. Santos; Joseph DLC. Santos; 
Elpedia DLC. Santos & John DLC. Santos. 
Henry C. Santos 
Juan C. & Ana Q. Mendiola; Vicente C. & 
Rosa Mendiola; Jose C. & Carmen G. Muna; 
Gabina M. Muna; Ramon C. Moan; Soledad DLC. & 
Francisco Cabrera; Ana DLC. & Jesus Manalo; Vicente Cruz; 
Maria DLC. Semes & Magdalena Lieto 

Her Loving Memories will remain in the Hearts of Her: 
Husband: Manuel Lizama Dela Cruz (Lasso) ofTinian 
Children & Spouses, Grandchildren, (Great-Grandchildren:) & Great-GreaJ Grandchild: . • , 
• Soledad DLC. & Henry C. Santos (deceased); Gabriel & Grace Santos ofTinian-(Ta~a, Sav~nn, Genevie & Gabr.1el, Jr.); Henry & Manan Santos of 

Tinian; Josephine & Walter Alvarez ofSinajana, Guam (Walter, Jr., Henry John, Ned, Carlma & Soledad Blandm~); Josepha & !c~ C. Perez of 
l\Iaite, Guam-(Warren John & Renae Rabagu-Ryan, Wayne Jermaine, Wally, Wells & War~n Jr.); Ray~ond ~ Nita Santos of SmaJana, G~am· 
(Nitasha, Rayann, Ryan & Regina); Luisiann & Michael Guerrero ofMongmong, Gua1!1·fMiche!I, Melame, M1ch~el II, Mat_he'Y, Mar~ & Miranda) 
Carmen DLC. & Don A. Farrel, Tinian: Richard DLC. Farrell & Celina Q. Castro ofTmian • (Tiona, Anthony, Richcma, R1kk1e & Richard 
Junior); Shary & Jason Yingling ofOklahoma; Darcy & Joseph Unpingco ofHawaii-(Jade & Isa) . , 
Antonio M. & Rosa T. Dela Cruz orTinian: Melissa; Vicky; Rose; John; Christopher; Sandra-(Naslua, Genora & l{aynandra); John; Rowhcl; 
Connie; Antoniu,Jr.; Rolmt; Daniel; Mariano; Tonyo; Randy & Ashia . , .. 
Ramon M. & Dolores T. Dela Cruz ofTinian: Valerie T. Dela Cruz & Robert Reyes, Jr-(Raina & Robm); Raymond T. Dela Cruz-(JoeRay, Enuhana 
& Lou Kani); PeterT. Dela Cruz & Elaine Reyes; Sheila T. Dela Cruz & Henry M. San Nicolas-(Hilary & Stephanie); Marian T. Dela Cruz & 
Alfonso Reyes, Jr.-(Ha'ane & Noah); Eugene-(Quinn); Mathew T. Dela Cruz & Lucille Aldun-(Mel!on); Peter John; Eva . . 
Francisco M. Dela Cruz, Sr. & Anita Atoigue of Tinian: Laura Lyn Dela Cruz-(Stephen Jr.); Francisco M. _Dela Cruz, Jr. & Ann Shai:(Kaisha,. . 
Frank II, J uhn & Linli); Mane! Dela Cruz & Vanessa San Nicolas·(lrena, Anika, Munel Jr. & Jesus Francisco); Luke Dela Cruz & Lmda Arllllsa!S· 
(Anicia & Frank Thomas); Antonoitte-(Anton); Jesse; Doris Ann . . . . 
Cynthia DLC. & Marciano N. Takasi ofTinian: Mario D. Brigette T. Alo-(Alana, Mario Jr. & Cmdy); Marcrnn Tukasi; Teruko DLC. Takasi & 
Christopher King-(Marciano Esteven & Thia Liana); Jessica . . . . 
Vicente M. Dela Cruz & Carmelita Quitugua ofTinian: Jennifer Weger of Guam-(Janice, Deanna, BenJamm & Jero~e); ~amel Edward Qmtugua 
and Diedra Rivera ofGuam-(Darien); Lucrecia L. Quitugua & Bryan Blas of Saipan-(Joe Ray); Lawrence; Carla & V1ctona 
Jose M. & Enriquita (Kay) S. Dela Cruz ofTinian: Marjorie, Joanna & Soledad 

, Edward M. Dela Cruz ofTinian: Kevin; Edilena; Edward II; Jason & Reggae 
• Lucia M. Dela Cruz/fhcrese Acosta ofTinian: Lenae . 
Brothers/Sister & In-Laws: Tobias C. Muna ofSaipan; Bonifacio C. & Sal Muna of Saipan; J11aquin P. & Felomenia M. Sanchez ofSmpan 
She is additionally survived by numerous Cousins, Uncles, Aunties, Nephews and Nieces. 

Rosary is said daily at 12:00 noon and nightly at 8:00 p.m. at the Tinian Health Center Morgue by her Goddaughter Mrs. Maria C. 
Masga of Tinian. Her remains will be taken from the Tinian Health Center Morgue ~t 4:00 p.m., Monda~, Dec.ember 13, 1999 to 

the residence of Mr. Don A. & Carmen DLC. Farrell at Marpo Heights for Wake Services. Mass of Intention will be at 10:00 a.m., 
Tuesday, December 14, 1999 and funeral services will be at San Jose Village Cemetery immediately after the mass. 

The Family Appreciates Your Prayers 

-: 



Thousands of Muslim worshipers pray at the AI-Aqsa Mosque com
pound in Jerusalem's Old City with the Dome of the Rock seen in the 
background during the first Friday prayers of the holy month of 
Ramadan Friday. AP 

TEL AVlV(Reuters)-Is~ 
raeli Finance Minister 
Abraham Shohat s~id on Sat~ 
urday nightthatthousands of 
settlers would have to .leave 
their homes in the Golan 
Heightsifpeace is achieved 
with Syria. · · 

"We must remember that a 
process like this; urifornmately, 
will be painful for the popula
tion of thousands who in large 
part will have to leave their 
home5," Shohat told business
men from around the world at 
the opening of the Israel Busi-
ness Conference. · 

·•. •ive~~ci kii()~/•thlit•• ~11·····~. 
Golan . the~ are tho11~a:nds thar 
l<noW ancl understand thatif~e 
indeedacbieve peace with 
S)lria.,,there wiH • be no phoice 
ancl th~pn~e will.be averyhei1vy 
human one}' '. 

·l>x-irrie Miiliiter .. Ehud Barak 
was also Slll'P()Sed to address the 
conference but cancelled due to 
illness, organizers o(the confer, 
encesaid.Barakhasbeen suffer" 
ing from flu. 

Talks betweenisraelandSyria 
are due to resume inW ashington 
next week after a break ofalinost 
four years. 

We thank you for supporting and comforting 
us during our time of grieving for 

our beloved, Maria-nee. 
We appreciate your gifts, and also your presence was 
strongly appreciated. We thank you all for coming and 
we thank you again for all that you have done for us. 

MIDDLE EAST/EUROPE 

In Kuwait 

Aborted landing 
cited in deaths 

KUWAIT (AP) - Three U.S. 
servicemen who died in a plane 
accident in Kuwait were killed 
in an aborted landing at an air 
base, the U.S. Embassy said Sat
urday. 

After the aborted landing early 
Friday, the C-130 transport plane 
flewtoKuwaitlnternationalAir
port where it made an emergency 
belly-landing. Initial reports had 
said that was where the deaths 
occurred. 

The three servicemen died 
from in juries received when their 
plane was "damaged attempting 
to land at an air base," an em
bassy statement said. It did not 

elaborate any further. 
The embassy did not name the 

military airport, buf the Al
Siyassa newspaper identified it 
Saturday as being the Ahmed Al 
Jaber Air Base, west of Kuwait 
City. Ahmed Al Jaber is one of 
two air bases that U.S. forces use 
in Kuwait. 

The plane was carrying 86 mili
tary personnel and a crew of eight, 
the embassy said. Seventeen ser
vicemen were injured in the first 
landingattempt. Theembassysaid 
they have all been discharged from 
the hospital, but two were flown to 
Ramstein Air Base in Germany 
for "medical evaluation." 

The embassy identified the 
three killed as Capt. Michael D. 
Geragosian of Nellis Air Force 
Base, Nev.; Airman 1st Class 
Benjamin T. Hall ofF.E. Warren 
Air Force Base, Wyo.; and Air
man 1st Class Warren T. Willis 
of Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 
Their hometowns were not given. 

A Kuwait Defense Ministry 
official blamed the accident on a 
malfunction and bad weather, 
but the cause is still under inves
tigation. It was foggy and rainy 
on Friday. 

The aircraft belonged to the 
61 st Airlift Squadron of Little 
Rock Air Force Base. 

Thousands of Croats mourn Tudjman 
ZAGREB (Reuters) - Thou
sands of Croats, some with chil
dren, silently filed into the presi
dential palace on Saturday to 
mourn PresidentFranjo Tud jman, 
the architect of Croatia's inde
pendence who died at the age of 
77. 

"He meant a lot to me and to 
every true Croat. He gave us free 
Croatia. Without him we feel lost," 
saidDjurdjicaZaic, 48, after sign
ing the condolence book. 

Tudjman, the nationalist leader 
who guided Croatia out of Yugo
slavia in a bloody war and sent 
ambiguoussignalsaboutCroatia's 
fascist past, will be buried in state 
on Monday, when church bells 
throughout the country will toll 
for IO minutes. 

Construction work on 
Tudjman's future tomb at 
Zagreb's main Mirogoj cemetery 
intensified. Public entertainment 
and cultural events are banned in 
the two days running up to the 
funeral, declared a public holi
day. 

Tudjman 's death on Friday 
night after a long illness intensi
fied a mostly behind-the-scenes 
struggle for succession. 

Popular Foreign Minister Mate 

Granic is tipped by most analysts 
as front-runner to replace the first 
president of independent Croatia 
in a vote due within 60 days. 

Croatians also vote for the new 
parliament on January.3. 

The leading opposition figure, 
Ivica Racan of the Social Demo
crats, said Croatia must now fo
cus on real issues. 

"Now, afterTudjman, we must 
try to resolve the economic and 
social crisis, lo strengthen parlia
mentary democracy and guaran
tee human rights and freedom of 
the media. Our message is -
Croatia must go on," Racan told 
Reuters television. 

The remains of the former com
munist general, in a coffin draped 
by a Croatian flag, were moved on 
Saturday to the palace from the 
Dubravaclinic where he had spent 
his last six weeks, unconscious 
much of the time. 

Tens of thousands of people 
lined the route of a caravan of 
black limousines and a hearse as it 
made a slow, 45-minute trip from 
the clinic to the palace five km 
(three miles) away. 

The crowd was mostly silent, 
but women sobbed and people 
crossed themselves as the hearse 

passed. Croatia's five million 
people are 85 percent Roman 
Catholic. 

European leaders, meeting at 
an EU summit in Helsinki, were 
however more reserved in their 
assessments of autocratic 
Tudjman, preferring to stress that 
his departure gave the country a 
chance for a fresh start toward 
democracy. 

Diplomats had often described 
the strongman ruler, who had a 
long record of restricting free 
media and human rights groups 
as a major obstacle to Croatia's 
efforts to join the West. 

EU foreign policy·chief, Javier 
Solana, acknowledged Tudjman 
was a key figure in the Balkans, 
but looked forward to a new chap
ter in Croatia's history. 

"We need to hope now that the 
elections that will take place in 
Croatia and the new political situ
ation will help Croatia to move in 
the direction of being a demo
cratic country," he told reporters. 

Italian Prime Minister Massimo 
D'Alema said Tudjman's death 
marked a turning point in Croatia's 
history and will spur the country 
"into asking itself about the fu
ture path to follow." 

A honor guard carries the coffin of Croatia's late President Franjo Tudjman, draped in the Croatian flag, from 
the Dubrava Clinic, Zagreb Saturday. AP 
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otels Y2K bug-
CHICAGO (Reuters) - Once . 
the computer-spooked tum-of-the 
century weekend passes and trav
elers hit the road for the first work 
week of 2000, in what shape will 
they find their favorite hotels? 

Probably not much different, 
according to one expert, though 
some inns may be dusting them
selves off from an embarrassing 
problem or two. 

The U.S. lodging industry will 
have spent as much as $1.6 billion 
trying to root out all potential com
puter problems caused by the his
toric tum of the calendar, accord
ing to an analysis by 
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP. 

Larger hotels are like cities unto 
themselves, and face the same prob
lems the rest of the world has had to 
deal with, identifying embedded 
chips that may misbehave-think-

ing 2000 is really 1900. 
Bjorn Hanson, head of the con

sulting firm's hospitality and lei
sure practice, says the industry has 
done a top-to-bottom review of 
vulnerable systems and he expects 
nothing more than a few surprises. 

'There will be some interesting 
anecdotal stories coming out of 
thatweekend,"hesays. "Hotels are 
very visible. If you 're at home and 
your coffee maker doesn't work 
because the clock doesn't come on 
or your VCR won't work, you're 
not likely to make much of it. 

"But if you 're in a hotel and the 
elevators stop working, you're 
likely to tell your friends, and it's 
likely to get some media atten- . 
tion," he added. 'Tm sure we'll 
have some stories to tell." 

The good news, Hanson says, is 
that the industry made the correc-

lions it needed by reallocating re
sources or making upgrades over a 
period of time, and the money it has 
spent on fixes should not show up in 
the form of higher room prices for 
guests. On top of that, the 90s have 
been a period of increasing levels of 
profitability for the industry, though 
that has slowed somewhat. 

What exact! y have hotels needed 
to fix? 

Bob Bansfield, who headed up 
the effort for Hyatt Hotels, 

said the corrections and reviews 
covered nearly everything. 

Bansfield, anassistantvice presi
dent for management information 
systems for Hyatt Hotels, said, 
'There were some very obvious 
ones that are· not specific to the 
hotel industry, such as laptops and 
telephones, and then things that are 
more specific to our industry, such 

as door locks, credit card systems, 
all systems used in hotels - ac
counting, sales, file servers, restau
rants, heating, air conditioning, 
ventilators, elevators and escala
tors, energy management, irriga
tion and parking systems. 

"It can be almost anything the 
guestexperiences-from the swipe 
ofacreditcardtogivingoutaroom 
card key to the movie system in the 
room to leaving voice mail," he 
said. 

"Rather than assume that some 
systems were okay, we decided to 
do a full review, beginning in 1995, 
when we started with reservations 
and property management," he 
added. 

"About two years ago, we made 
each hotel make a full 
inventory ... many of these systems 
are standard across the company so 

that at 100-plus hotels, most of 
them use only two or three differ
ent systems," he said. 

Like many people around the 
world, Bansfield will be on duty as 
the new year rolls westward from 
the international dateline. H yattwill 
have a "SWAT team" ready for 
major problems and plans to begin 
testing systems in all hotels shortly 
after midnight local time. 

Backup staff will be at the ready, 
he said, and many hotels have gen
erators, incaseoflocal powerprob
Iems. 

Question, complaint or pet 
peeve? Send them to Away on 
Business, co Reuters, Room I 170, 
311 S. Wacker Dr., Chicago 60606. 

· Or via Internet E-mail 
Mike.Conlon(at)Reuters.com us
ing the "at" sign on computer key
boards. 

A closer look at the Y2K readiness of eight nations 
(AP)-Alookatthe Y2Kstatusof 
countries considered well-prepared 
and less-prepared: 

BETTER-PREPARED 
BRITAIN 
A leader in Y2K vigiiance and 

proselytizing, the British are in the 
bug-swatting vanguard. Action 
2000, the government agency cre
ated to deal with Y2K, monitored 
compliance work on everything 
from electricity, water and gas utili
ties to police and fire departments, 
banks and grocery stores. · 

Y2K work on infrastructure alone 
cost more than $32 billion in both 
public and private funds. No fig
ures are available for other Y2K
related investments. 

Action 2000, in assuring gro
cers' compliance, certifies that they 
will be able to provide adequate 
supplies during the critical hours 
and days. It says oil, gas and coal 
supplies will be adequate and trans
portation is also Y2K-ready. 
Ninety-nine percent of Britain's 
biggest 500 companies and 93 per
cent of companies with more than 
250employees are rated "on course/ 
complete" in preparations. 

Some smaller companies are of 
concern. 

AUSTRALIA 
The government minister spear

heading Y2K efforts, Richard 
Alston, anticipates "littleorno Y2K 
disruption to key services, includ- · 
ing electricity, telecommunica
tions, banking and transport." 

A government Year 2000 office 
was set up in 1997 to coordinate 
public compliancy efforts and to 
advise the population and private 
sector. Industry watchdogs have 
given the country's telephone and 
emergency services the all-clear. 
Nevertheless, two commercial 
ports will close over New Year's 
because of fears that ships that want 
to dock won't meet Australia's 
tough standards. 

Federal and state governments 
have spent about $1.3 billion tack
ling the Y2K problem. The private 
sector had spent $4. 7 billion by the 
end of June, three quarters of the 

expected total bill. In· all, that's 
about $320 per person, meaning 
Y2K fixes will end up costing Aus
tralia about the same per capita ·as 
the United States' estimated $365. 

ISRAEL 
Although Israel is Y2K-ready 

overall, Palestinian areas are far 
less prepared. After updating the 
electric company's computers, 
technicians have changed the in
ternal dates and moved power sta
tions into the next millennium. 
Some are already working in July 
and August 2000. 

However, municipal systems 
might break down, especially in 
smaller localities where computers 
are outdated. A task force warned 
that water and sewage systems 
could crash and city computers 
might erase records, including park
ing tickets. 
· The Bank oflsrael is supplying 
additional cash to bank branches, 
in case Israelis decide to raid their 
A TMs for extra money. Banks will 
be closed for three days over the 
year-end changeover. 

No problems are predicted at 
Israel's international airport, but it 
will be virtually shut down. De
spite assurances, people aren't buy
ing ticketsforflights on New Year's 
Eve. Israel's national airline, El Al, 
does not fly on the Jewish Sabbath, 
so its planes will be grounded over 
the millennium weekend. 

SOUTH AFRICA 
International analysts give South 

Africa good marks, particularly in 
banking, electricity, water, tele
communications, health services, 
transportation and emergency ser
vices. 

lbe U.S. StateDepartmenteven 
said the country is prepared for 
any refugee crisis that might arise 
due to Y2K problems in neigh
boring countties. 

Nevertheless, all business will 
closeDec.31 toJan.3.Thecentral 
bank plans to print an extra $5 
billion in currency available to meet 
increased cash demands. 

All seven major South African 
ports will be closed to shipping for 

12 hours during the rollover. South 
African Airways will fly allnonnal 
schedules. 

Health is the one sector that has 
lagged in readiness, and leave has 
been canceled for ail senior staff at 
state health care facilities through 
January. 

WORSE PREPARED: 
NIGERIA 
Cash-strapped Nigeria faces 

nearly impossible hurdles to reach 
compliance in time. One of the few 
west African countries with sig
nificant computerization, Nigeria 
all but ignored Y2K until civilian 
president Olusegun Obasanjo took 
office in May. 

For a last-minute crusade, the 
government was only able to pro
vide $1 million out of $200 million 
requested by the Y2K coordinat
ing center. Officials tasked with 
battling the bug say critical sectors 
have not been fully addressed. 

Official figures claim 88 percent 
compliance in telecommunications, 
75 percent in transportation and 50 
percent in government agencies. 
The military is only about 30 per
cent ready. 

The state-owned power and tele
phone companies - both famed 
throughout the region for their atro
cious service - say they are ready 
but Nigerians are skeptical. 

The oil industry is in good shape 
because it is managed by multina
tional companies with enormous 
resources. Bl!t the 'downstream' 
oil sector, including refineries and 
power-generating plants, could face 
significant problems. 

EGYPT 
Government officials claim all 

areas under government control are 
ready, including electricity, wa
ter, energy, gas, telecommunica
tions and aviation. There is cause 
for concern only in the health 
sector, where some equipment in 
intensive care units is not yet com
pliant. 

Hospitals are using contingency 
planning - instead of program
ing the computers per year, they 
do so per week. 

Cop ... 
Continued from page 4 

former Rudolpho's after infor
mation linked Aguon and a 
nephew of a Corrections officer 
to the case. 

Investigators passed by the 
house of Aguon in Susupe last 
Dec. 3 where they reportedly ob
served several plastic chairs and 
tables outside the residence. The 

AGO ... 
Continued from page 4 

ordering that he "will be paid all 
salaries, wages and benefits that 
were denied to him as a result of 
any suspension arising from the 
insubordination incident." 

Sosebee in DPS petition asserted 
that the AWOL incident included 
both the insubordination and the 
absent without leave issues. 

The Commission's decision, 
Sosebee argued, only recom
mended the reprimand for the 
insubordination issue, but did not 
address the disciplinary action for 

CDA ... 
Continued from page 4 

monwealth as a whole get in
volved on the public liability, I 
think they have the capacity to do 
what needs to be done at their 
own means," he said. 

According to Tenorio, the 
elected officials created CUC 
for a reason and that it can be 
run by a capable board of direc
tors like it had been for the past 
seven years. 

Tenorio said that ifelected offi
cials continue to get "involved" 
with the project, they may not 
have the number one ingredient 

items appeared the same as those 
reportedly stolen from 
Rudolpho 's. 

A minor ( a Correction Officer's 
nephew) also reportedly con-· 
fessed to investigators of his and 
Aguon 's participation in the 
crimes, resulting with the seizure 
of some items. 

Rudolpho's, once one of the 
most famous bars and restaurants 
on Saipan, closed business last 
July reportedly due to economic 
downturn. 

an officer charged with the duty 
to protect our community being 
absent from a sensitive post on 
two occasions without leave. 

Employees who are AWOL are 
subject to loss of pay and possible 
disciplinary action, Sosebee said. 

The government lawyer pointed 
out that DPS acted in accordance 
with the decision when it recon
sidered the disciplinary action and 
suspended Cepeda for five days, 
treating it as a first offense as set 
forth by CSC ruling. 

Sosebee said such action on the 
part of DPS has justified and was 
reasonable and gave the Com
mission no cause to issue the 
supplemental decision. 

to back up the project. 
"Does this government have 

$ l 2G million to spend for this 
power plant?" Tenorio said. 

Furthermore, the board chair 
thinks conducting an oversight 
hearing on the issue is a sound 
idea. 

"Calling for an oversight hear
ing doesn't mean there's some
tlli:1g wrong. I think it's a ques
tion that the elected officials must 
answer to the public because there 
are a lot of concerns. 

"I just hope that the elected 
officials would not just listen to 
only one side. They should listen 
to both sides. Having this over
sight hearing, will hopefully solve 
the problem," said Tenorio. 



PUBLIC NOTICE 
All Interested resident workers are 

urged lo register at the 
Oopl. of Labor & Immigration, 

Division of Employment Services for 
the !ob/s being advertised in which 

you are qualified and available. 
For further assistance, 

please call Alfred A. Pangelinan at 
Tel. 664-2078. 

01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER, BUILD
ING-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
02 WASHING MACHINE OPERATOR
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: Y.K CORPORATION Tel. 288-
0471 (12/20)M33740 

01 PURCHASING (MANAGER) 
AGENT-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: NAINA ENTERPRISES, INC. 
dba Roshis Variety Store Tel. 234-
6533( 12/20)M337 43 

01 SUPERVISOR-Salary:$4.00 per 
hour 
01 CABLE SPLICER-Salary:$4.00 per 
hour 
Contact: SAIPAN COMMUNICATION & 
PROFESSIONAL, SERVICES, INC. 
dba Saipan Communication Services 
Tel. 235-2383(12/20JM33742 

01 MECHANIC-Salary:S3.44 per hour 
01 MECHANIC,AUTO-Salary:$3.44 per 
hour 
01 ARCHITECT-Salary:$3.69-6.73 per 
hour 
01 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:$3.44 per 
hour 
01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER, 
BLDG.-Salary:$3.44-4.13 per hour 
Grace Christian Academy is a non-profit, 
tax-exempt Evangelical Christian reli
gious organization closely connected 
with Grace Christian Ministries. It is im
perative that every employee, both ad
ministration and academics, concurs 
and subscribes to our evangelical Chris
tian tenet and they should also share 
the same vision and philosophy that we 
promulgate. 
Contact: GRACE CHRISTIAN ACAD
EMY dba Grace Christian Academy of 
Saipan Tel. 322-3320(12/29JM82155 

01 FOUNTAIN SERVER-Salary:$3.05 
per hour 
Contact: 3'S, INC. dba Hula Girl Tel. 
235-4710(12/29)M82153 

01 WAITER, FORMAL-Salary:$3.05-
3.20 per hour 
01 COOK-Salary:$3.05-3.70 per hour 
01 GROUNDKEEPER (GARDENER)
Salary:$3.05-3.10 per hour 
01 EXECUTIVE CHEF-Salary:SBS0.00-
1,700.00 per month 
Contact: MICRO PACIFIC DEVELOP
MENT, INC. dba Saipan Grand Hotel 
Tel. 234-6601 (12/29)M82135 

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:S4.50 per 
hour 
Contact: WESTERN INTERNATIONAL 
TRAVEL, INC. Tel. 235-8744(12/ 
29)M82134 

01 PAINTER-Salary:$3.25-3.80 per 
hour 
Contact: PACIFIC MICRONESIA COR
PORATION dba Dai-I chi Hotel Tel. 234-
6412(12/29)M82141 

02 WAITRESS, Ri=STAURANT-Sal
ary:S3.05 per hour 
Contact: PARK'S CORPORATION dba 
Kung Chun Restaurant Tel. 234-
1249(12/29)M33825 

01 DELIVERY ROUTE TRUCK 
DRIVER-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: D.L.Z.AMERICAN CORP. dba 
Xin Hua Mart/Xin Hua Auto Shop Tel. 
288-1388(12/29)M33829 

01 VIDEO (ATTENDANT} RENTAL 
CLERK)-Salary:$3.25 per hour · 
01 CUSTOMER SERVICECLERK-Sal
ary:$3.50 per hour 
Contact: CYPRESS ISLAND CO. dba 
SAITEC Tel. 234-8622(12/13)M33653 

01 (ASST.} PRODUCTION MANAGER
Salary:$7.00-15.00 per hour 
Contact: MICHIGAN, INC. Tel. 234-
9555(12/13}M33652 

01 PARALEGAL {ASSISTANT)-Sal: 
ary:$1,000.00..$2,750.00 per month 
Law school graduate required. 
Contact: O'CONNOR BERMAN DOTTS 
& BANES Tel. 234-5684(12/13)M81882 

01 TRAVEL COUNSELOR-Sal
ary:$4.50 per hour 
Contact: WESTERN INTERNATIONAL 
TRAVEL, INC. Tel. 235-8744(12/ 
13)M81879 

01 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: EASTERN HOPE CORPORA
TION dba Keeraku & Rakuen Rest. Tel. 
233-4242( 12/13)M33656 

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$700.00-
1,000.00 per month 
Contact: BIG BOY MARINE SPORTS 
INC. dba Big Boyz II Marine Tel. 234-
3358(12/13)M33655 

01 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR
Salary:$3.05-3.15 per hour 
Contact: BLACK MICRO CORPORA
TION dba Tel. 234-6549(12/20)M82040 

01 {HOUSEKEEPER) HOUSE 
CLEANER-Salary:$3.05- per hour 
Contact: TAPA BAR INC. dba Hotel Sun 
Palace Tel. 234-6639(12/20)M33749 

02 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER 
(BUILDING)-Salary:$640.00-950.00 per 
month 
01 CASHIER-Salary:$650.00-720.00 
per month 
Contact: DIEGO'S MART, INC. Tel. 234-
6153{12/20)M33750 

02 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
02 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: FAR EASTERN GENERAL 
MERCHANDISE INC. dba Diamond 
Chinese Restaurant Tel. 234-8188(12/ 
20)M33748 

01 ELECTR!CIAN-Salary:$3.05 per 
hour 
Plus $30.00/mo. housing allowance. 
Plus $100.00/mo. food allowance. 
Contact: JRP ENTERPRISES, INC. Tel. 
234-6614(12/20)M33747 

01 (SUPERVISOR) NIGHT CLUB-Sal
ary:$800.00 per month 
02 WAITER/WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05 
per hour 
Contact: US HUA YING CORP. dba Cu 
Nigh! Club & Restaurant/Sun Island 
Paradise Karaoke Tel. 233-6868(12/ 
20)M33745 

01 CIVIL ENGINEER-Salary:$900.00 
per month 
Contact: ALICIA E. ABUEME dba AE 
lnternational/Viralicci/Miggy's Home
Made Cuisine Tel. 233-1296(12/ 
20)M33744 

01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER, 
BUILDING-Salary:$677 .00 per month 
Contact: KANN AT GARDENS, INC. Tel. 
234-5684(12/20)M82035 

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal
ary:$3.05-4.00 per hour 
02 COOK-Salary:$3.05-4.00 per hour 
Contact: NIPPON GENERAL TRADING 
CORPORATION dba Country House 
Restaurant Tel. 233-8223(12/ 
29)M33828 

01 CONTROLLER, COST-Salary:$3.50 
per hour 
01 SALESPERSON·Salary:$3.05 per 
hour 
01 MANAGER, AUTO SPECIALTY 
SERVICES Tel. 233-3323(12/ 
29)M33830 

01 STEEL WORKER-Salary:S3.05 per 
hour 
02 MASON-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
03 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: E.C. GOZUM & CO., INC. Tel. 

. 256-0754(12/29)M33832 
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WANTE.D 

TWO (2) CHINESE COOK 
Meng Yang Restaurant 

Phone #233-2478 

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT 

ONE BEDROOM APARTMENTS 
San Vicente Estates is located on the 

cliff line overlooking majestic Lau 

Lau Bay. All units are fully 

furnished with on site laundry 

facility and roof top barbecue area. 

24 hrs. water and security guard. 

$400.00-$750.00 per month 

Call: 234-7723 

FIVE (5) BEDROOMS, 
TWO BATHROOMS WITH 

GARAGEAND 
FOUR (4) BEDROOMS, 

TWO BATHROOMS WITH 
GARAGE, LARGE YARD CLOSE 

TO THE OCEAN AT LOWER ASTEO 
ARE AVAILABLE FOR RENT. 

PLEASE LEAVE YOUR NAME AND 
TELEPHONE NUMBER AT 
TELEPHONE NO. 235-1839 

WCATION! WCATION! 
2SELECI'CO!IIMERCIALSPACES 

FOR RENT 
ON BEACH ROAD, GARAPAN, 

SAIPAN. 
First Floor, 1,050 sq. it. space 
and Second floor, l,IOO sq. ft. 

spaee at SI.IO per sq. it. 
Large parking area on site. 
Call: 233-1837 or 233-0456 

for information. 

Established Bar 
Entertainment Center 

along Beach Road, Susupe 
about 4,000+/-sq. ft. 

For more infonnation call: 
Pager 236-66-88 

.. · , : :•••nNTEO-.. ,· .:,,, . -: " ,, ,1.:~W,Wff ~I:; ,,r; ,r • ., 1:,.,:· 

TRAINER of OBEDIENCE for 
GERMAN SHEPHERD 

Please Contact: 234-6900 
Sonia (1 :OOPM-11 :OOPM) 

1st and 2nd Floor Commercial Space 
850 s.f. Chalan Kanoa, Beach Road. 
Deposit Required. 

Utilities not included. 
Call 234-7723 

Salary: $3.05 per hour 
With Experience 

Contact: 233-4242 

1997 MVP MAZDA VAN excellent condition • $14,000 or best offer 

COMPUTER HARD DRIVE: 2 years old, Micron Millennia Lxe pentium 
windows 95, floppy discs and hard drive 

HEWLETT PACKARD PRINTER (Deskjet 820 Cse Pro) 

AKC GERMAN SHEPARD from HAWAII 3 years old guard 
and obedience trained great family pe~ gentte with kids can live indoors or outdoors 

CALL: 233-1371 

IIC •*I' e:.I, 
FOR LEASE FOR 55 YEARS 

Interested parties may submit 
their quotation or contact 

Rose at 
(670) 233-2031/32/33 

Fax number (670) 233-2037 

AP~RTHENTS FOR RENT. 
2-BR Apartments w/large rooms 
Located right on Beach near 
Mc-Donald Garapan. S6001Xl per month 
Furnished. Utilities not included. 
Deposit required. 
Call: 234-7723 

APARTMENT FOR RENT-: 
1 Bedroom for rent 

@ 
$350.00/month 

Pis. contact at tel. # 234-1233 or 
288-2222 

$3,000.00 OBO 
Commercial Type Tables 
Must sec to appreciate. 

Call: Willy at 235-4209 after 5PM 

DUPLEX FOR RENT 
2 BR duplex located in Chalan Kanoa 
walking distance to Ml. Cannel School. 
North of Sister Remedios Pre-school. 
Semi-furnished Ref., Stove, beds,Aircon. 
$550.00 a month. Deposit required. 
Uttlities not included. Call 234-6!08 

.HOUSE FOR RENT 
Dandan Area 

2 Bedroom, Kitchen, Living Room, Water 
Heater, AIC Living Room, Rain Water Tank, 
Chain Link Fence, Re[rigerator, Stove. Asking: 
$500 per month. 
I[ interested please call Ben al 234-3901 afler 
5:00 or leave mCSSBge. 

FOR RENT 
APARTMENT & COMMERCIAL SPACE 

lKatiml : ~ N~ DIS/lln M Caf! 
: Sal 'bile Ina 

2-Bedroom Fully Furnished 
Spl"it Type A/C on all Bedroom 

including wrung, living & lutchen 

Laundry facilities, Spacious parldng 

"MUST SEE TO APPRECIATE" 
Phone: 235-n7117272 Cd: 287-7070 

One (1) Bedroom $300.00 
Fully Furnished 

located at Koblerville 
Tel. No. 288-9430 (Evening) 

The wise reader buys only 
one newspaper 

and saves 
because; 

• ar1anas 
~rietr 

has it all! 
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EEK & MEEK® by Howie Schneider 

PEANUTS® by Charles M. Schulz 
IT TAKES PICTlJRES 

... UNDER WATER .. ..-- ~ ~ 
"-f . '::: 

I DON'T TI-IINK 
IT'S WORKING .. 

Born today, you have a great 

many interests and talents, and 

a great deal of energy to apply 

to them all. The only thing you 

may lack is the time to focus on 

each and every fascination that 

you encounter in your lifetime 

because you are the type to be 

fascinated by as much as pos

sible as often as possible. Never 

content to be doing the same 

things again and again, you will 

always explore your options and 

pursue possibilities no matter 

how busy you might be at any 

given time. You will even go so 

far as to create for yourself the 

doors that you are compelled, 

when the time comes, to open 

for yourself. 

You are Joyal, steadfast, hon

est, and always willing to lend 

an ear or a helping hand to a 
friend, loved one, or family 

member. No matter how busy 

you may be, you will always 

make time for those close to 

you and you derive a great deal 

of personal strength from your 
own circle. 

Also born on this date are: 
Leonardo DiCaprio, actor; Demi 

Moore, actress and producer; 

Jonathan Winters, comedian and 

actor; Kurt Vonnegut, Jr., au

thor; George Patton, U.S. mili

tary leader; Fyodor 

Dostoyevsky, author. 

To see what is in store for you 

tomorrow, find your birthday 

and read the corresponding para

graph. Let your birthday star be 

your daily guide. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 
13 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
- It is important for you to 

clarify what it is you really want, 

and to streamline your efforts to 
guarantee that you are moving 

toward your goal. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) -Take care that you 

don't put yourself or someone 

youloveinjeopardytodaysim

ply out of frustration or spite. 

Use caution. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19)-This is likely to be a busy 

day for you, but you mustn't 

· neglect those who come calling 

on you. Make time for social 

interaction. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18) - Trust your impulses to

day, and be sure that those who 

are standing in your path will 

respond to reasonable talk and 

make no unexpected demands. 

PISCES (Feb.19-March20) 
- What you are after today can 

be yours whether you have 

money to bum or not. Your fi
nancial situation is of limited 

importance at this time. 

ARIES (March21-April 19) 
- You may be feeling run-down 

and out-of-sorts after a busy and 

WE NEED TO MAKE A LITTLE 
EXTRA MONEY. I'M THINKING 
OF SELLING A FEW SMALL 
THINGS I'VE GOT AROUND 
.__, THE HOUSE ... 

difficult week. Someone close 

to you should be able to offer 

you the remedy. 

TAURUS (April20-May20) 
- A question of taste m_ust not 

be allowed to come between you 

and a close friend. Remember 

- to each his own, and yours 
may be quite unusual. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
- Take care that you are not 

listening solely to your instincts. 

Rational consideration must be 

a part of any important negotia

tion at this time. 

CANCER(June 21-July 22) 
- The best way to get what you 

want today is to put it all on the 

line in an honest, straightfor

ward manner. Don't try to trick 

anyone! 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -
You know how to make things 

happen, and today there is some

thing very big just around the 

comer waiting for you to take 

the reins. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
- You'll "get the hang of it" 

today, and have time to put your 
new-found skills to the test. 

Enjoy the success that is bound 

to come your way. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 22)
You 'II want to surround your

self today only with those who 

know how to do the best job 

under pressure. Time is short, 

and your schedule full. 

· ·--- ---· -TlJRN LIT-TLETHINGS·INTO·BIG MONEY ·WITH A Ol:.ASS1RE0·ADI, ·· .•••. 

II CROSSWORD PUZZLER] 
ACROSS 

1 "
Doubtlire" 

4 Globes 
8 CBS military 

series 
11 Carrying 

method 
13 Individual 
14 At home 
15 Also 
16 Baby's 

garment 
18 Male child 
20-Ryanof 

"When Harry 
Met Sally" 

22 Roman 549 
23 Like the 

Sahara 
25 Mrs. (Sp.) 
27 Pilaf 

ingredient 
30 Swiss river 
32 Halloween 

mo. 
34 At this time 
35 "-No 

Angel" 
37 Mexican 

state 

· 40 Old pronoun 
41 Undercooked 
43 Prohibit 
44 Failure 
46 Colonnade 
1\8 Kin lo ump? 
50 "Oz" dog 
53 Ship prefix 
55 Not a Rep. 
57 Bellows or 

Hodges 
58 Moved one's 

eyelids 
61 Roman three 
63 Tantalum 

symbol 
64 In addition 
65 Simple song 
68 Affirmative 
69"-

Misbehavin'" 
70 - -of-the

mill 

DOWN 

1 -league 
2 Gere ID 
3 Army off. 
4 Woodwinds 
5 Sun god 
6 Alphabet trio 

ltidSp@*TM 
THE~ 

Here's a puzzle that will nave you 

writing backward. Write in the 

Answer to Previous Puzzle 

RST 
AHA 

1-8 © 1998 United Feature Syndicate 

7 Glided 
8 Scott or Janis 
9 Sue-

Langdon 
1 O Neighbor of 

Fr. 
11 Leaning 

Towerol-
12 - Kippur 

17 Ventilate 
19 Actress Long 
21 Uttered a 

sign of 
annoyance 

24 24 hours 
26 Perform 
28 Shy 
29 Female 

sheep 
31 Chafe 
33 Lincoln's son 
35 Fed. agcy. 
36 Wrestling pad 
38 Vehicle 
39 Pecan or 

almond 
42 Injures 
45 Household 

pel 
47 "- not what 

you can do ... " 
49 Trick 
51 Powerful man 
52 Oil of-
54 Antitoxins 
56 Prefix with 

section 
58 This-Out 
59 Suffix 
60 "--Hear 

a Waltz?" 
62 Cash ending· 
66 NYC 

landmark 
67 Uggams ID 

definitions. Use the same letters 

you wrote on the left to write in 

the definitions on the right. 

1. Number I I II I I I Fish trap 

2. Quit I I I ILJ I I / Cooking 
pans 

3. Rodent I I II I I I I Heavenly 
twinkler pests 

--:::! 4. Hit with I I II I I I I Close 01 
the hand friends 

l/ 
5. Negative 

I II I I 12000 ! 
pounds 

li 6. Spring I I II I I 
j Sweet 

month potato 

7. Came in\ I I 11 I I \ Immediately ~§ 

'A~ first 
•a 

'MON-NOM 'l 'l'IVA-AVl'I ·g 
'NOl-lON ·g 'S1Vd-dVlS'v 'l:ll/.lS-Sll/1:l ·c 'Sl0d·d01S ·c: '13N-N31. ( CS1:l3MSNV 
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Lions, Bucs· in key NFC game 
(AP) - Last July, when Barry 
Sanders faxed in his retirement 
announcement, there was a ques
tion ifhe 'd stay retired. But there 
seemed to be no question about 
what it would mean for the Lions 
- without Sanders, they'd go no
where. 

Like so many other predictions 
this season, it was wrong. 

The Lions are 8-4, three wins 
more than last year, and go to 
Tampa on Sunday with the NFC 
Central lead on the line. The win
ner will be at least a game ahead 
of the Lions, Green Bay and Min
nesota and in great shape for at 
least a wild-card berth. 

Both teams are gettinghelpfrom 
unexpected sources. 

The Lions got a 68-yard punt 
return from Desmond Howard in 
last week 's33-l 7winoverWash
ington after they signed him just 
two minutes before the 4 p.m. 
Saturday deadline. They've also 
gotteri an unexpectedly good per
form11nce from quarterback Gus 
FreroLLe, who is 4-2 filling in for 
Charlie Batch, who won't play 
until his injured right thumb is 
completely healed. 

That's unlikely to be this week. 
··I want to play, there'snoques

tion about that," Batch says. 'Tm 
itching to get out there, but right 
now it's wait and see." 

There's little sympathy among 
the Bucs, who will have rookie 
Shaun King at quarterback for the 
second straight week in place of 
Trent Dilfer, out with a broken 
collarbone. 

Coach Tony Dungy is giving 
the full playbook to King, who 
threw two TD passes but totaled 
just 93 yards in the 24-17 win 
over Minnesota on Monday night. 
Most of the work was done by the 
defense and Mike Alstott, who 
ran for 95 yards in 23 carries. 

"He's a young, mature athlete -
very bright," Alstott says of King. 
Wide receiver Jacquez Green 
adds, "He throws a nice, catch
able ball. I wasn't surprised he 
did so well. Our offense isn't that 
complicated and he can do it all." 

The defense and Alstott are still 
the main weapons for Tampa Bay 
(8-4), which lost 20-3 in Detroit 
in the first meeting. And there's 
always Eric Zeier, Dilfer's 
backup, whose bruised ribs might 
be healed soon. 

But ... 
''Shaun knows ifhe keeps play

ing well, he'll keep playing," says 
coach Tony Dungy. "That's prob
ably the bottom line." 

Oakland opened the weekend 
by visiting Tennessee on Thurs
day night. 

In other games Sunday, Ari-

zona is at Washington; Baltimore 
at Pittsburgh; Carolina at Green 
Bay; Cleveland at Cincinnati; 
New England at Indianapolis; the 
New York Giants at Buffalo; 
Philadelphia at Dallas; St. Louis 
at New Orleans; San Diego at 
Seattle; Miami at the New York 
Jets; Atlanta at San Francisco; 
and Minnesota at Kansas City. 

Denver is at Jacksonville on 
· Monday night. 

Chicago is off. 
On Thursday night, Tennessee 

beat Oakland 21-14. 
New England (7-5) at 
Indianapolis (10-2) 

The Colts have won eight 
straight and can clinch a playoff 
berth if they win and either the · 
Chiefs, Dolphins or Seahawks 
lose. But the playoffs are a fore
gone conclusion - a win here and 
they'd be close to their first AFC 
East title since the strike year of 
1987, when they picked up Eric 
Dickerson in one of the biggest 
trades of the last few decades. 

Dickerson would probably be a 
spare tire on this team, which has 
Peyton Manning, EdgerrinJames 
and Marvin Harrison to power the 
offense. But the Patriots, fighting 
for their lives in a tough division, 
probably could use him, because 
the lack of a· running game is 
forcing Drew Bledsoe to throw 

·A· .L:. F·············· . ..... · .... ·· . IN.A .. 
. . . ' ' . . . . . . . . ' ' . ' ' . . ' . . : . ' . -

Doug Forzani of Watsonville, Calif., gets flipped in the bull fighting competition during the National Finals 
Rodeo at the Thomas & Mack Center in Las Vegas on Thursday. AP 

Barkley ... 
Continued from page 28 

Barkley said he knew his career 
was over the second he hit the floor 
Wednesday. His mental focus dur
ing rehabilitation, Barkley said Fri
day night, will be on skiing. 

The Rockets, meanwhile, 

Manglona ... 
Continued from page 1 

Under the agreement, the U.S. 
government will move to dismiss 
the indictment. 

Shortly after he entered a guilty 
plea last September, Manglona 

headed to New Jersey with yet 
another hole in the roster. Scottie 
Pippen was traded to Portland 
this year, and Hakeem Ola ju won 
is sidelined with a hernia. All 
five Rockets who started Friday 
night against Boston are new to 
Houston this season. 

"Our security blanket is gone," 
coach Rudy Tomjanovich said 
Friday. "We were in transition 

resigned as senator. 
Court papers said that then 

Tinian Mayor Manglona accepted 
in 1996 several payments total
ling $14,500 from Sablan Con
struction Company, Ltd. "with the 
intent to be influenced and re
warded in connection with a se
ries of business deals of the 

anyway this year." 
Drafted fifth overall out of Au

burn by Philadelphia in 1984, 
Barkley helped the 76ers to the 
playoffs six times in eight years. 

He also helped two U.S. Olym
pic teams to gold medals, was the 
NBA Most Valuable Player in 
1993 with the Phoenix Suns, and 
was named one of the league's 50 
greatest players. 

Mayor's Office." 
Court documents also stated that 

from May to Aug. 25 this year, 
Manglona "endeavored to influ
ence and intimidate a grand juror 
to reveal matters of the grand jury 
to vote for a no bill of any pro
posed indictment of the defen
dant ... " 

far more than he wants, and take 
the beating that goes with it. 

Minnesota (7-5) at 
Kansas City (7-5) 

A classic survival game for the 
Sunday night audience. 

The Vikings have to win to stay 
within a game of the Detroi !
Tampa Bay winner. The Chiefs, 
who have gained two games on 
the Seahawks in two weeks, have 
to at least maintain their position 
in the AFC West. They're still on 
the outside in the wild-card chase 
and a sixth loss would probably 
mean they have to win the rest of 
their games. 

Kansas City has the schedule in 
its favor: three of its last four 
games are at home, although the 
biggest one, in two weeks, is at 
Seattle. 

San Diego (5-7) at 
Seattle (8-4) 

A critical game for the 
Seahawks, whose two-game los
ing streak has made a once-safe 
three-game lead in the AFC West 
tenuous. But Mike Holmgren says 
he knew all along his team 
wouldn't breeze home. 

"When we were 8-2, it was a 
pretty good feeling around here 
and that was OK, because they 
already had accomplished some
thing," Holmgren says. "I tried to 
squelch a little of the enthusi
asm." 

San Diego squelched a six
game losing streak last week by 
beating Cleveland 20-9. 

Carolina (5-7) at 
Green Bay (7-5) 

The two protagonists in the 1997 
NFC title game, won 30-13 by 
Green Bay, meeting at Lambeau 
Field under far different circum
stances. 

The Packers, minus the likes of 
Reggie White, Mark Chmura, 
Robert Brooks and other Super 
Bowl stalwarts, are trying to keep 
close to the top of the NFC Cen-

Speaker's. 
Continued from page 1 

"'We'll see come Jan. 10 (the 
12th Legislature's inauguration 
day) if those commitments will 
be fulfilled," said Hofschneider. 

He expressed confidence the 
IO Republicans who have en
dorsed him won't tum their backs 
on him. 

Fitial's move to lobby for the 
speakership despite the endorse
ment already given by majority of 
the elected Republicans to 
Hofschneider was not expected 
to cover a coalition with the 
Democrats, other House members 
said. 

"I know that Ben Fitial is inter
ested in the speakership and I 
understand that he still seeking 
to have the speakership. We are 
concerned about it," said 
Benavente. 

"'We don't know what forces 
are out there that can provide 
the pressure (on Republicans 
who have already endorsed 
Hofschneider). I"ve seen coali
tions formed in the past," said 

tral and stay in the wild-card 
race. The Panthers are improv
ing under George Seifert after a 
horrendous topple since their 
improbable second-year play
off run. 

Denver (4-8) at Jackson
ville (11-1) (Monday night) 
The Jaguars have had the 

schedule in their favor all sea
son - the only team they've 
played with a winning record 
was Tennessee, and they lost 
that game. 

This is no exception, although 
ABC certainly thought this would 
be a marquee match up when they 
grabbed it for Monday night. The 
Broncos, who entered the season 
seeking to be the first team to win 
three straight Super Bowls, are 
one of five teams already math
ematically eliminated from the 
playoffs (the Browns, Bengals, 
Eagles and Saints are the others. 

In any case, if the iaguars win, 
they clinch.a playoff spot. If they 
win and Seattle loses, they clinch 
a first-round bye, and considering 
their schedule, they're not very 
far from clinching home-field 
advantage either. · 

New York Giants (6-6) at 
Buffalo (8-4) 

Despite their offensive explo
sion against the Jets last week, the 
Giants' playoff chances seem 
minimal - they play three tough 
road games and the Vikings at 
home, and almost no one is 
healthy. "It would take me less 
time to list my healthy players 
than make out my injury list," 
says coach Jim Passel. 

The Bills, whopickedupground 
during their bye week, get 
Thurman Thomas back for the 
first time since the opening play 
of the opening game, when he 
bruised several internal organs. 
Their playoff chances are good, 
because they hold a tiebreaker 
over Miami, among other pluses. 

Benavente, referring to the one 
formed in 7th Legislature which 
resulted to a situation where a 
Democrat speaker and vice
speaker led a House with Re
publican committee heads. 

··we can only hope. I hope 
that there is still some loyalty to 

the party. We respect those 
members who are in the Repub
lican party respecting the party's 
decision," Benavente added. 

Variety contacted Fitial who 
however declined to comment on 
the matter. 

"Don't ask me any questions. 
Don't talk to me because I don't 
have anything to tell you," he 
angrily said. 

Fitial, a former Republican 
party chair, was a member of the 
2nd Legislature; speaker of the 
3rd Legislature; minority leader 
of the 4th; and vice speaker of the 
5th. 

· Fitial is currently vice presi
dent of Tan Holdings Corp. 

Fitial and incumbent Rep. Os
car M. Babauta did not attend the 
Nov. 23 Republican party caucus 
during which Hofschneider's en
dorsement was made. 
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Dayne wins Heisman Trophy 
NEWYORK(AP)-RonDayne 
was a nervous wreck the moment 
he won the Heisman Trophy. He 
almost cried, too. 

Dayne settled on a big smile 
and hugs and handshakes all 
around when his name was called 
as thew innerof college football's 
top individual award Saturday 
night. 

"I didn't know whatto do, shake 
the finalists' h.ands, hug my coach, 
carry him around, or carry my 
uncle around and put him on my 
shoulders," Wisconsin's record
setting tailback said. 

"It's really hard for me to cry. I 
cried once this year - when we 
lost to Cincinnati - because I 
thought it was my fault. I still 
think it was my fault even though 
I had over 200 yards." 

Dayne turned family troubles 
into family triumph with his sen
sational season, and many of his 
relatives were with him on his 
greatest day. 

Those attending the ceremony 
included his girlfriend, Alia 
Lester.and their2-year-olddaugh
ter, Jada. Also in the crowd were 
Dayne's legal guardians, uncle 
Rob Reid and Reid's wife, Debbie, 
along with Dayne 's birth mother, 
Brenda Dayne. 

After thanking his coach, Barry 
Alvarez, and teammates at the 
dais in the Reisman Room of the 
Downtown Athletic Club, Dayne 
turned to his family. 

"I'd like to thank my daughter, 
Jada, for being the biggest inspi
ration in my life, and I'd like to 
thank the real Heisman winner, 
for me, Uncle Rob, who is always 
there for me and is always some
one to talk to and tell jokes with." 

Dayne moved in with the Reids 
as a teen-ager after divorce and 
drugs ravaged his family. Rob 
Reid couldn 'thave be more proud 
of Dayne. 

"I never thought it would end 
up this way," he said, "never in a 
millions years." 

The 5-foot-10, 254-pound 
Dayne led the Badgers to the Big 
Ten Conference ti tie and a second 
straight Rose Bowl. He ran for 

I ,834 yards and 19 touchdowns 
and broke '98 Heisman winner 
Ricky Williams' Division I-A 
career rushing mark in his final 
regular-season game. Dayne en
ters the record books with 6,397 
yards, 118 more than Williams. 

Winning the Heisman capped a 
whirlwind two weeks forthe usu
ally media-shy Dayne. He won 
nearly every other prize he was · 
nominated for - AP College 
Player of the Year and the Walter 
Camp, Maxwell and Doak Walker 
awards - and hopes to go out in 
styk against Stanford in the Rose 
Bowl. 

Dayne was a landslide winner 
over Georgia Tech quarterback 
Joe Hamilton, with Virginia Tech 
freshman Michael Vick third, 
Purdue quarterback Drew Brees 
fourth and Marshall quarterback 
Chad Pennington fifth. 

Florida State wide receiver Pe
ter Warrick, the early Heisman 
favorite before he ran into legal 
problems and was suspended for 
two games, finished sixth in the 
balloting by the 921 Heisman 
voters. 

Alabama running back Shaun 
Alexander was seventh, Virginia 
running back Thomas Jones 
eighth, Penn State linebacker 
La Var Arrington ninth and Loui
siana Tech quarterback Tim 
Rattay 10th. 

Dayne collected 586 first-place 
votes and 2,042 points from the 
Reisman voters, while Hamilton 
had 96 first-place votes and 994 
points. Hamilton threw for 3,060 
yards and 29 touchdowns in lead
ing the Yellow Jackets to an 8-3 
season and a Gator Bowl berth. 

Vick, the Hokies redshirt fresh
man who led his team to a perfect 
season and a shot at the national 
title in the Sugar Bowl, had 25 
first-place votes and 3 I 9 points. 
Brees had three first-place votes 
and 308 points. Pennington had 
21 first-placevotesand247points. 

The largest margin of victory in 
the Heisman was in 1968, when 
Southern California's 0.J. 
Simpson beat Purdue's Leroy 
Keyes by 1,750 points. Dayne's 

Wisconsin tailback Ron Dayne wins the 1999 Heisman Trophy Saturday at the Downtown Athletic Club in 
New York. Dayne finished his collegiate career with 6,397 yards, the Division 1-A career rushing record. AP 

margin of victory was 1,048 points 
- the 12th largest margin in the 
Heisman's 65-year history. 

Dayne's road to the Heisman 
was rocky. He was born in 
Blacksburg, Va., and after his par
ents divorced, his mother suc
cumbed to depression and drugs. 
He and younger sister Onya went 
to Ii ve with separate relatives. Ron 
Dayne moved to South Jersey and 
lived with the Reids in Berlin, N.J. 

"Just to see him achieve it has 
.been like a family reward," Reid, 
whom Dayne still regards as a 
father, said recent! y. "It's a dream 
come true for him, and for it to 
happen to this kid has been tre
mendous." 

After Dayne ran for 161 yards 
and four TDs in a win over Ohio 
State on Oct. 2, Dayne sent a 
letter to Reid titled "The 
Reisman." 

It ended: "Uncle Rob, for never 
making me feel like a nephew, 
but always making me feel like a 

SON,forthatUncleRob,youwin 
the Heisman. Love, Ron Dayne 
Jr. 33." 

Dayne's run to the Heisman 
had its own unusual twists. 

Entering the season needing 
1,717 yards to break Williams' 
record, Dayne already knew 
Alvarez wasn't about to keep him 
in one-sided games. So he ended 
up sitting out the second halves of 
routs against Murray State, Ball 
State and Indiana. And, he was 
held to zero yards in the second 
half of a loss to Michigan. 

His Heisman stock plummeted, 
after the Michigan loss, while 
Warrick's soared. 

The Seminoles receiver was 
scoring touchdowns on highlight
film type runs and receptions and 
appeared a cinch to win the tro
phy. But his chances ended after 
his arrest at midseason on charges 
of felony grand theft for his part 
in a shopping mall scam. He was 
suspended for two games while 

his legal problems were being re
solved, resigned to the fact his 
Heisman bid was finished. 

Meanwhile, Dayne was bull
dozing his way toward the record, 
gaining 214 yards against Michi
gan State's top-ranked rushing 
defense and finishing three of his 
last four games with 200-yard plus 
performances. 

Fittingly, he set the record at 
home in his last game at Camp 
Randall Stadium, a 41-3 rout of 
Iowa. His girlfriend, sister and 
daughter, along with the Reids 
were there to celebrate. · 

Dayne broke the record on a 
31-yard run and finished the day 
with 216 yards. After the game. 
there was a surprise waiting. 

As the 79,000 fans held up sou
venir towels with Dayne 's No. 33 
inscribed on them, turning the sta
dium into a red and white crater, 
Dayne was asked to look to the 
upper deck at the west side of 
Camp Randall. 

Ayala stops Menefee in 8th round to get comeback going 

Tony Ayala Jr. (left) takes a hit from Tony Menefee during the first 
round of their middleweight fight in San Antonio, Saturday. AP 

SAN ANTONIO (AP)- Tony 
Ayala Jr. got some needed 
rounds and also satisfied his fans 
by stopping Tony Menefee in 
the eighth round Saturday night 
for his third straight victory 
since he was released from 
prison in April. 

Ayala, 36, who spent 16 _"f,':cirs 
in prison on a rape convicti'on, 
dominated the fight from the 
opening bell, but was unable to 
put Menefee down until just 
before the bell ending the sev
enth round. 

Ayala had Menefee in serious 
trouble in the first four rounds 
landing both hands to the head 
and body but the 27-year-old 
Menefee refused to go down. 

At the end of the fifth round, 

some of 5,472 in the Freeman 
Coliseum were shouting, 
"C'mon Tony knock him out," 
and "You can finish him Tony." 

Early in the seventh round, 
Ayala was warned for a low 
blow and referee Rubin Carrion 
gave Menefee several seconds 
to recover. Then late in the 
round, Ayala motioned to 
Menefee - who was backing 
away - to come and fight. 

The two men then went toe
to-toe, with Ayala landing four 
punches to the head and a hook 
to the jaw that put Menefee 
down just as the bell rang. 
Menefee got up quickly and 
went to his comer. 

In the eighth round, Ayala 
came out punching and hurt 

Menefee with three head shots. 
After another flurry. 
Menefee 's comer men climbed 
onto the apron and motioned 
Carrion to stop the fight. 

The crowd was about half 
the size of the tumou t to see 
Ayala, a San Antonio native. 
start his comeback by stop
ping Manuel Esparaza in the 
third round Aug. 20. 

Ayala, who was in line to 
fight Davey Moore for the 
WBAjunior middleweight title 
when he was arrested for rape 
in January 1983, is 25-0 with 
23 knockouts. Menefee is 67-
7-1 with 37 knockouts. 

Ayala weighed in at 161 1/2 
pounds, a half-pound less than 
Menefee. 
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SPORTS 
In BANMI action 

Stars, Su11risers win 
SAIP AN Stars handed Marpac/ 
Saipan Stevedore Sharks their 
third defeat while San Vicente 
Sunrisers rotLted Lens Bar and 
Grill during Friday's Basket
ball Association of the North
ern Mariana Islands tournament 
at Ada Gym. 

Stars' Jeorge De Guzman and 
Aaron Burch combined for 39 
points to lead their team in de
feating the Sharks, 94-91. 

De Guzman also grabbed 13 
rebounds, had 2 assists, made 
one block shot, and had three 
steals. Burch had 19 rebounds 
and blocked 4 shots .. 

Sharks played hard defense 
and tied the game ·at 58 with 
15:45 remaining in the second 
half. But Stars made a run to 
take the lead for good. 

Stars improved their record 
2-1 after suffering a loss from 

BANMI Christmas hoops 
tourney set f oi;- Dec. 17th 
BANMI would like to inform For more inquiries in regards 
the public that they will be hav- to this matter please contactJuna 

I' ing their Christmas Basketball V. Diaz at 234-5897 or 235-
Toumamenton Dec. 17 to 19at 5898 or Abner Venus at 234-

,1 theWAda G~m. 5911. 
iJ e are inviting teams from Meanwhile, all interested 
~ Guam.Rota, TinianandSaipan team coaches and players who .,S 

~ to participate in this up.-coming would like to participate in the I 
M event. Entrance fee 1s set at up-coming BANMI Womens 
tl $200 per team. Off-Island League that the tentative kick- f 
~ teams are not obligate to pay offdatefortheWomen'sLeague 8 
ij the entrance fee. BANMI and will be on January 14, 2000. ri 
/1 Saipan teams will shoulder the All interested team coaches f] 
H expense. and players are urged to contact fj 
lj Deadline for submission of Juan V. Diaz at 234-5897/235- f, 
:! entrance fee and team roster 5898 or Abner Venus at 234- t] 
'; will be on December 15. 5911 for more information. 1l 
j ,·1 
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Gov't Softball weekly scheduled games (Dec.14-18) 
Tuesday, Dec. 14 
1st game Customs vs Governor's Office 
2nd game Rev. & Tax vs. Div. of Fish & Wildlife 
3rd game DLNR Toros vs. Court House Gavels 
4th game CUC vs. CHC E-1 
Thursday, Dec. 16 
1st game CHC Public Health vs. DPLS 
2nd game Customs vs. Rev. & Tax 
3rd game Div. of Fish & Wildlife vs DCCA 
4th game CHC E-1 vs Governor's Office 
Saturday, Dec. 18 
1st game DPLS vs cue 
2nd game CPA vs. Rev & Tax 
3rd game Dept. of L&I VS GES 
4th game DPS vs Governor's Office 
5th game Customs vs Dept. of L&I 

8:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
8:00 p.m. 
9:00 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
8:00 p.m. 
9:00 p.m. 

10:00a.m. 
11:00a.m. 
12:00p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
2:00 p.m. 

Barkley has knee surgery 
HOUSTON (AP) - Houston 
Rockets forward Charles Barkley 
underwent surgery Saturday to 
repair a severe knee injury that 
ended his basketball career. 

Surgeons reattached the tendon 
that connects the quadriceps 
muscle to Barkley's left knee. The 
NBA star ruptured the tendon 
Wednesday night during the first 
quarter of the Rockets' 83-73 loss 
to the 76ers in Philadelphia, where 
Barkley began his NBA career. 

"We couldn't be happier with 
how this thing repaired," Dr. 

Walter Lowe said after the sur
gery. "It was nice, healthy tis
sue." 

Barkley is expected to be re
leased from the hos pi ta! Monday, 
doctors said. He will require at 
least six months of rehabilitation. 

Even then, the wisecracking 
power forward dubbed "Sir 
Charles" will never play basket
ball again. Even before the injury, 
the 36-year-old Barkley had said 
this season would be his last as a 
player. 

Continued on page 26 
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San Vicente Sunrisers. 
For the Sharks, John Santos 

sank 4-3-pointers as he scattered 
34 points and took 8 rebounds. 
GusPalacioscontributed 14points 
while Gyles Ruluked grabbed 9 
rebounds. 

In the. second game, the 
Sunrisers earned their third 
win in three outings by win
ning over Lens Bar and Grill, 
89-63. 

George · Masga led the 
Sunrisers with 19 points while 
JawnJoynersupported him with 
15 points. 

With Joyner's second slam 
dunk from a steal, the energized 
Sunrisers since then were hard 

· to stop from the shaded lane and 
the perimeter. 

Lens' Mark Rozic had 24 
points and George Poquiz con
verted 14 points. 

Winners for the Free Throw 
shoot out at halftime of the first 
game were Ryan Sablan, Frank 
Flores Jr., Robin Palacios, and 
Jessie Villanueva. 

At halftime of the second 
game, free threw contest win
ners were Philip Robert, Austin 
Rosario, and Jack Tudela. 
BANMI will conduct half time 
3-pointand free throw shootouts 
every Friday. 

Blazers defeat Kings, .101-96 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. 
(AP) - Scottie Pippen and 
Rasheed Wall ace scored 24 
points each as the Portland 
Trail Blazers beat the slump
ing Sacramento Kings 101-
96 Saturday night. 

Down by three 
points midway 
through the fourth 
quarter, the Blaz
ers went on a 12-2 
runtotakethelead 
for good. 

Greg Anthony 
made consecutive 
3-pointers, Wallace followed 
with two baseline jumpers and 
Pippen scored from close 
range, giving Portland a 97-
90 lead with 1:08 left. 

Sacramento, which lost for 
the fifth time in eight games, 
wasted a huge effort from 
Chris Webber, who had 36 
points and 12 rebounds. Ja
son Williams finished with 15 
points and 12 assists. 

Steve Smith, who had 13 
points and nine rebounds, 
made four free throws in the 
final 9 .6 seconds to keep Port
land in control. 

Both Wallace and Arvydas 
Sabonis had 11 rebounds for 
the Blazers, who have de
feated Sacramento in eight of 
the past nine meetings. 

Anthony made all four 3-
point attempts and had 15 
points. 

Back-to-back three-point 
plays by Webber and 
Lawrence Funderburke gave 
Sacramento its last lead at 88-
85 with 4:33 remaining. 

Midway through the third 
quarter, the Blazers ran off 
nine straight points, to take a 
~e"en-puint lead. The Kings 
responded behind four 
straight points from Tyrone 
Corbin to go ahead 7 4-73. 

But Sabonis scored inside 
and Smith banked in a shot 
from near midcourt to end the 

Portland Trail Blazers' Scottie Pippen (right) drives past Sacramento 
Kings' Corliss Williamson in the first quarter Saturday in Sacra
mento, Calif. AP 

third quarter, putting Portland 
ahead 78-7 4. 

Pippen scored 14 points and 
Wallace had 10 as the Blazers 
used a 29-19 second quarter to 
take a 52-50 lead into halftime. 

Webber enjoyed a huge first 
half for the Kings, getting 17 
points and six rebounds. Will
iams added 13 points and six 
assists for Sacramento. Notes: 
Pippen made two free throws 

early in the third quarter, be
coming the 70th player in 
league history to surpass 
16,000 points .... Webber had 
15 points and six re bounds in 
the first quarter. . .. Portland 
owned a 34-21 rebounding 
edge in the first half and the 
margin was 58-44 overall. ... 
Blazers forward Detlef 
Schrempf missed the game 
wit!:l_~:s~..,.neck. 
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