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Manglona gets 
2 years injail 

By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

FORMER Tinian Senator Hennan 
M. Manglona shed tears yester
day as the federal court sentenced 
him to two years' imprisonment 
on charges he accepted bribes 
when he was the island's mayor 
and tried to influence a grand ju
ror to push for a vote against his 
indictment. 

U.S. District Court Judge Alex 
R. Munson ordered Manglona to 
spend 24 months in jail for charges 
of bribery concerning programs 
receiving federal funds and en
deavoring to corruptly influence 
.a grand juror. 

Munson placed Manglona un
der three years' supervised pro
bation for the two charges and 
also required him to pay $15,000 
in restitution, $15,000 fine, and 

Herman M. Manglona 

$200 in assessment fee. 
Manglona was allowed to "self

surrender," meaning he will start 
serving his jail tenn as soon as all 
the papers and jail designation are 
fully arranged by the Bureau of 
Prisons. 

The judge pointed out that the 

sentence will send a strong mes
sage to other public officials or to 
the community that people shall 
be punished if they violate the 
law. 

In rendering the sentence, 
Munson said some factors have 
been considered, such as: 

•it was Manglona' s first offense, 
•he accepted responsibility for 

his actions, 
•he offered substantial assis

tance to the U.S. government and 
investigators, and 

•his being a high public offi
cial. 

The defendant and Guam-based 
counsel Peter Perez entered a plea 
agreement with the U.S. govern
ment represented by Assistant 
U.S. Attorney Kevin Seely. 

Manglona pleaded guilty last 
Continued on page 26 

Christopher lndalecio (middle with cap) shakes hand with Jollibee during the Make-A-Wish Foundation's 
ranting of the ailing youn[Jster's wishes at the Jol/ibee restaurant in Garapan. At left is First Lady Sophie 
. enorio and other lndalec10 siblings. Photo by Marian A. Maraya 

GOP chair warns again~t 
'defection' to Fitial's camp 

Benigno R. Fitial 

By Jojo Dass 
Variety News Staff 

HOUSE Speaker Diego T. 
Benavente (R-Saipan) yesterday 
said the Republican party will 
seek assistanc;e from Gov. Pedro 
P. Tenorio to forge unity among 
GOP members of the 12th Leg
islature in an apparent attempt 
to thwart Rep.-elect Benigno R. 
Fitial's (R-Saipan) bid for the 
speaker's post. 

This developed even as Re
publican party chair Frank DLG. 

Camacho cautioned at least two 
incoming Republican House 
members against reneging on 
their commitment to endorse 
Rep. Heinz S. Hofschneider (R
Saipan) to be speakerof the next 
House. 

In a phone interview, 
Camacho said he will be "disap
pointed" if the duo would break 
their word of honor. 
. Camacho and incumbent 
House Speaker Diego T. 
Benavente (R-Saipan) declined 
to identify the two Republicans 
who had endorsed Hofschneider 
but are reportedly being wooed 
by Fitial. . 

But well-placed sources said 
they are Tinian Rep.-elect 
Norman S. Palacios and incum
bent Rota Rep. Alejo M. 
Mendiola. 

Variety tried to contact 
Palacios but he could not be 
reached. Mendiola did not re-

Continued on page 26 
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j Cohen's push for feder~ j 
I takeover was no surpnse !.: 

By Jojo Dass 
Variety News Staff 

, HOUSE Speaker Diego T. 
Benavente (R-Saipan) yester

tj day maintained it will be "im
lJ possible" for the CNMI to do 
fl away with guest workers as sug
t: gested in a report released by 
!! President Clinton's Special Rep
(1 resentative to the U.S.-CNMI 
Ii Covenant Section 902 talks Ed
/: ward B. Cohen. 

'. Benavente, at the same time Diego T. Benavente 
' said Cohen's report comes as 

no surprise since the official over of local labor and immi-
rcportedly had "orders" anyway gration control but cxprcsscJ 
to push for federal takeover leg- confidence it will not affect the 

;: islation when he went here in local government's relations . 
11 I 
,1 January for the consultations. with its "friends" in Congress. ·: 
11 He conceded that the report "We still need to grow. We f.1 

~

1 "sets back''. the CNMI's lobby need economic growth and so ~ 
efforts agamst a federal take- Continued on page 26 1J 
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HANMI: Average room rate hits lowest level in 8 years 
By Haldee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

THEAVERAGEmonthlyhotel 
room rates continue to plummet 
as a result of the regional eco
nomicslump, with an eight-year 
low of $83.21 per night regis
tered for November. 

This despite improvements in 
occupancy for the past few 
months, the Hotel Association 
· of the Northern Mariana Islands 
·c~ disclosed'. 

PAC 1-.~E\VSPAPER STACKS 

Average room rates in the past 
went as high as $172.53 per month 
and have never been lower than 
$92. With the decline in the num
ber of tourists, room rates drasti
cally went down. 

Ron Sablan, HANMI president, 
said the downward trend in room 
rate since the onset of the crisis 
has not changed in recent months. 

Meanwhile,. the average occu
p?,ncy rate for November was 
pegg~d at 68 percent, tlliirking a 

6.8 percent increase from last year 
during the same month. 

The 68 percent room occupancy 
was one of the biggest so far this 
year, second only to February's 
69 percent. 

Sablari attributed the improve
ment to the stronger yen, addi
tional charter flights, tourist con
fidence, and an increase in the 
number of independent travels. 

· TheJapaneseye9 has .become 
stronger against the U.S. dollar 

and this gives Japanese tourists 
more purchasing power in U.S. 
dollar-based destinations like the 
CNMI. Moreover, the continued 
economic recovery of CNMI's 
two primary tourism markets ~ 
Japan and Korea -..resulted in a 
better occupancy in November. 

"Another factor is the increase 
in independent travels, rather than 
just incentive tours. ,Ifwe are able 
to• sustain charter flights, and de,. 
vefop new.markets, then· we will 

continue to see improvements in 
occupancy next year," added 
Sablan. 

HANMI also said an improve
m.ent in tourist atTival does not 
necessarily reflect an increase in 
occupancy. 

The half-a-billion-dollar tour
ism industry has been the hard
est hit by the Asian economic 
recession, with hotel occupancy 
averaging only 58.05 percent in 

Continued on page 26 
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Pentagon reviews 
gays in military 
WASHINGTON (AP) - First 
Hillary. Then Bill. Now the fall
out. 

President Clinton came under 
fire Sunday from GOP presiden
tial hopeful John McCain after 
the president said that the "don't 
ask, don't tell'" 'policy on gays in 
the military isn't working. 

McCain questioned the timing 
of Clinton's comments - a week 
after his wife sharply criticized 
"don't ask, don't tell." Mean
while, Clinton's national security 
adviser and the Pentagon said 
steps are already under way to 
bring the policy closer to its origi
nal intent - to allow gay soldiers 
to remain on duty without being 
persecuted_ 

The exchanges highlighted the 
continued sensitivity concerning 
the terms under which gays should 
be allowed to serve in the armed 
forces_ 

In an interview Saturday, 
Clinton said his policy had not 
been implemented as it was in
tended. 

'"It's out of whack now, and I 
don't think any serious person 

BEUING (Reuters) - A se
nior U.S. official was due in 
Beijing Monday for talks aimed 
at settling damage claims over 
the NA TO bombing of the Chi
nese embassy in Belgrade and 
violent protests at U.S. diplo
matic missions, a U.S. official 
said. 

State Department legal adviser 
David Andrews would probably 
hold talks Tuesday and possibly 
Wednesd<ly "about damages to 
ourproperty andtheirproperty," 
the official said. 

Sandy Berger 

can say it's not," Clinton told 
CBS News. 

Under the policy, the military 
is not supposed to ask service 
members about their sexual ori
entation, unless there is evidence 
of homosexual conduct. Still, sol
diers who say they are gay may 
be discharged. 

Clinton said the policy was never 
supposed to facilitate rooting out 
people who are gay or allow for 
harassment. He has cited repeat
edly the case of a gay solider who 
was beaten to death in Kentucky. 

Defense Secretary William 

·.··.·. ·. · .... · ·.··•· .· .. ·· .. ··.···.····· ··.· 

The May 7 bombing lcilled three: 
Cilinese,)'IOU!lded 27,an<i~ 
violent protests outside !he U.S,em-
bassy in Ileijing ahd U.S. c:onst:dllr 
buiklings around China. ··•·· .•.•...•... ·· .• 

Washington apologized for 
what it said was a: tragic mistake 
caused by a string of intelligence 
blunders and . China earlier ac
cepted an offer of $4.5 million for 
the families of those killed or 
wounded. 

But the two sides have yet to 
resolve the issue of damage to the 
Chinese embassy and 

Cohen "has issued new rules and 
regulations to bring it back in line 
with its original intent. Let's see 
how that happens," National Se
curity Adviser Sandy Berger said 
on "Fox News Sunday." 

Pentagon spokesman Kenneth 
Bacon said that it is already work
ing to fine-tune its policy. It has 
developed new training guidelines 
that are expected to be issued very 
shortly. 

Those guidelines, announced in 
August, would require all troops 
to undergo periodic anti-harass
ment training and assign investi
gations ofhomosex:ual activity to 
more senior leaders. 

"We are as determined as the 
president is to see that the policy 
is implemented fairly," Bacon 
said. 

Clinton's comments Saturday 
were prompted by questions about 
Hillary Rodham Clinton, who said 
last week that she did not support 
the policy. Clinton did not go as 
far as his wife did, saying he un
derstands why she wants to allow 
gays and lesbians to serve with
out discrimination in the military. 

. wastii~~hri·i~&rifu;{gt~futJr 
~ag~ ~!!ff~•· ~i detnCll1S\l'ac 

. tors who hurled stones. at the 

.. y,~' ¢ffi~ll~~y ~~ ~t tire to a 
: CQl1S~late. < •\} /\ .·.< ?.···•. ( < 

§enior Chinese leaders• have• 
rejected they.s.·•expianati?If 
for> the bombing, whkh 
prompted Beijing to suspend 
talks 011trade and other key 
issues Washington considers 
important. 

Formaltalks on human rights 
and weapons proliferation res 

· main frozen. 

Dallas fireman battle a six-alarm hotel fire at the La Quinta Inn early Sunday morning in Dallas. It took 
firefighters four hours to control the blaze. AP 

WORLD 

Rescue workers use ropes to get to the wreckage of a.SA TA regional 
airlines ATP turboprop airplane Sunday on the mountains of the Azores 
island 9( Sao Jorge. The plane, flying between the archipelago's 
islands slammed into the mountain Saturday killing all 35 people 
aboard. AP 

Chile candidates 
prepare for runoff 

SANTIAGO, Chile (AP)-The 
two top candidates in Chile's 
presidential race were headed for 
aJ anuary runoff afterneither gar
nered the simple majority needed 
to win outright Sunday in the 
country's most competitive elec
tion since the restoration of civil
ian rule in 1990. 

With 99.3 percent of the vote 
tallied, Socialist Ricardo Lagos 
and rightist rival Joaquin Lavin 
were virtually tied, with Lagos 
capturing 47.9 percent and Lavin 
47.6 percent. A candidate needed 
a simple majority of the 7 million 
ballots cast for outright victory. 

Four other minor candidates 
together garnered 4.5 percent of 
the ballot, Deputy Interior Minis
ter Guillermo Pickering said in 
making his final official an
nouncement Sunday night. 

The two frontrunners both said 
they were gearing up for a runoff, 
planned for Jan. l 6. 

'There will be a second round and 
we will win it," Lagos said. "I am a 

democrat and I respect the people's 
voice. I have understood the message 
the people have given us today and I 
will continue to work tomorrow to 
seek that victory." 

Lavin called Sunday's results 
"a complete tie" that made a nin
offinevitable. "I will resume cam
paigning tomorrow," he told re
porters. "I now have 34 days to 
overcome Lagos." 

Despite coming from other ends 
of the political spectrum, Lagos 
and Lavin ~an similar campaigns 
promising to fortify Chile's young 
democracy, end a year-long eco
nomic recession and curb a rising 
unemployment rate. They are vy
ing to succeed President Eduardo 
Frei for a six-year term beginning 
March 11. 

It was unclear with direction 
suppo11ers for the four minor can
didates would tum. Although they 
received few votes, the four could 
play a decisive roll in a runoff
Lavin and Lagos were separated 
by little more than 30,000 votes. 

Lewinsky story revisited 
ELLICOTT CITY, Md. (AP) 
- Maryland prosecutors allege 
that Linda Tripp committed a 
crime when she taped her phone 
calls with Monica Lewinsky. 
This week they hope to convince 
a judge that their prosecution is 
untainted by Mrs. Tripp's im
munized statements in the in
vestigation of President Clinton. 

Five of Ken Starr's investiga
tors, New York book agent 
Luciane Goldberg and possibly 
Ms. Lewinsky herself are totes
tify in a hearing that could deter
mine whether the case will go to 

trial. 
Mrs. Tripp on Saturday posted 

a message on her Internet site, 
saying, "I actually look forward 
to my trial. No matter how it 
turns out, it is a relief that for the 
very first time in two whole years, 
the facts - and not the deafening 
spin - will be on the table in a 
court of law." 

A Howard County, Md., grand 
jury indicted Mrs. Tripp on two 
counts of breaking Maryland's 
wiretap statute because she se
cretly taped Ms. Lewinsky con
fiding her affair with Clinton. 
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'Scrap retirement freebies' 
By Haldee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

BRANDING the current re
tirement system as "totally 
unfair" and "has become a fi
nancial monster," the Prior 
Service Trust Fund has joined 
the NMI Retirement Fund in 
pushing for the immediate 
elimination of the 30 percent 
early retirement bonus, among 
other "lux:urious" retirement 
privileges. 

In a letter to Gov. Pedro P. 
Tenorio, Prior Service Trust 
Fund Administrator Jerold F. 
Facey said the retirement sys
tem needs to eliminate "free
bies" and adopt sane benefit 
provisions rather than con
tinue to absorb a greater por
tion of precious tax:payers' 
dollars. 

"The current system is to-

tally unfair to all non-gov
ernment taxpayers who are 
forced to finance these outra
geously large benefits under 
extremely inequitable cir
cumstances," said Facey in a 
three-page letter to the chief 
executive. 

Juan Torres, NMI Retire
ment Fund administrator, yes
terday reiterated his call for 
Gov. Pedro P.Tenorio to sign 
the bill scrapping the 30 per
cent early retirement bonus in 
order to ·maintain the finan
cial stability of both the pen
sion system and ·the govern
ment. 

"We want to get away with 
that generosity; we are trying 
to save money for both the 
government and the Fund so 
we are pushing for the 30 per
cent bonus' elimination," 

Attao takes Ingram to task 
on resignation of Cepeda 

By Rene P. Acosta 
Variety News Staff 

VICE Speaker Jesus T. Attao (R
Saipan) is asking Public Safety 
CommissionerCharles W. Ingram 
Jr. documents in connection with 
the resignation of a corrections 
officer who allegedly did so fol
lowing pressure from the police 
official and his immediate supe
rior. 

Attao said wants to establish 
the truth to the allegations made 
by CO 1 Benjamin M. Cepeda, 
who claimed he resigned due to 
the "constant harassment" which 
he had received from his higher 
corrections officials. 

Worse, Ingram was allegedly 
involved in the orchestration of 
his "mental and administrative 

harassment." 
"Mr. ·cepeda cited three rea

. sons why he (resigned) from his 
position as Corrections Officer 1 
from your Division of Correc
tions. Let me be perfectly frank 
with you, Ifl experienced what he 
purported in his letter about the 
constant harassment that was done 
to him by your Division of Cor
rections officers, then I would also 
resign," Attao said. 

"I don't think any job is worth 
the sanctity of my mental and 
physical health. My worst enemy 
would not receive the same treat
ment you accommodated Mr. 
Cepeda. It speaks well of your 
management style and adminis
trative skills," said Attao. 

Continued on page 23 
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Torres said yesterday in a 
telephone interview. 

House Bill 11-359, which 
seeks to eliminate the 30 per
cent early retirement bonus, 
is now on the governor's desk 
after clearing the Senate last 
week. 

Facey enumerated the re
tirement "freebies" that has 
long-been draining the fi
nancial resources of tax:pay
ers and the government. 

Included in his list is the 
eligibility of retirees to re
ceive a 30 percent bonus 
which is free. 

The Prior Trust Fund ad
ministrator also questioned 
why private sector tax:payers 
have to finance retirement 
benefits of government work
ers when the latter are not 
retired. He pointed out that 

government workers have a 
right to retirement benefits only 
if they do not. work. 

"The most egregious fallacy 
in the retirement system is the 
fact that government workers 
are able to receive a benefit and 
simultaneously a salary in the . 
private sector or even -worse, 
while on special contract with 
the government. If government 
workers go back to work, their 
pension should be stopped or 
substantially reduced," said 
Facey. 

He also said government 
workers are given credit for 
service back to I 944 from the 
beginning of the system and it 
was free. He added that not one . 
penny was deducted for this 
credit which has generated lav
ish benefits. 

"This (retirement) system, 

which is probably the most gen
erous and liberal program of its 
kind, and reckless I might say, 
has become a financial mon
ster," Facey added. 

He also said credit is given 
for military service free and 
legislators achieve benefits 
faster, ie. at a higher rate -
also for free. He also ci.ted the 
"ill-conceived politically-mo
tivated constitutional amend
ment gives everyone five years 
free service." 

Anyone convicted of a crime 
against the government should 
also lose all rights to retire
ment benefits and should re
ceive only their lump sum 
employee contribution, the 
official pointed out. 

"That would make people 
think twice before ripping off 
the public," he added. 

DMHSS promotes counselling services 
By Haldee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

HIGH-RANKING officials of 
all government agencies will be 
asked to show up at a panel dis
cussion on the mental health and 
counselling services available 
for every public servant and the 
community in general at the Di
vision of Mental Health and 
Social Services (DMHSS). 

This will be the first time in 
the CNMI that heads of depart
ments will come together to get 
an "overview" of the types of 
services offered by DMHSS, as 
part of the observance of the 
"Mental Health and Substance 
Abuse Awareness month" in 
December. 

Helene Lizama, DMHSS 
awareness chairperson yesterday 
said the two-hour panel will pro
vide first-hand information on 

the treatment aspects of mental 
health and drug addiction. 

"This is to ensure their staff will 
become aware of the importance of 
having a healthy well-being, and 
where to get help when· they do 
have problems. If these govern
ment officials can extend that re
sponsibility and obligation, they 
will be able to help their employees 
with the challenges they are facing 
in their lives," said Lizama in an 
interview. 

At the same time, DMHSS will 
also be having a "name change" to 
reduce social stigma related to 
drugs and other mental health prob
lems. 

Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio will lead 
the dedication ceremony scheduled 
next week to change the name of 
the division to "Guma Ina' Ayuda" 
or Community Guidance Center. 

During the panel, which will be 

OPA recommends further 
review of Sinapalo project 

By Marian A. Maraya 
Variety News Staff 

THE OFFICE of the Public 
Auditor (OP A) is recommend
ing a timely evaluation to be 
conducted on the unfinished 
Sinapalo Elementary School in 
Rota, before the Public School 
System (PSS) and the Rota 
leadership take full responsi
bility in taking over the project 
from SNM Corporation. 

This was disclosed by Public 
Auditor Leo L. LaMotte, after 
concluding a review on the 
project, upon Commissionerof 
Education Rita H. Inos's re
quest. 

Inos asked OP A to assist in 
providing PSS and the Board 
of Education (BOE) with an 
under~tanding of the circum
stances pertaining to the school 
project. 

"Considering the takeover by 
PSS, we recommend an evalu
ation not only to validate costs 
that may be transferred by SNM 

Leo L. LaMotte 

butalsotodetermineSNM'scom
pliance with its public obligation 
requirement set forth in the joint 
resolutions," LaMotte said, in a 
disclosure report on the Sinapalo 
school project. 

In a letter to OP A, the Commis
sioner stated it is important that 
PSS be fully informed of the risks 
to "prevent immediate and future 
liabilities." 

OP A's review showed two pos
sible sources of obligations for 

Continued on page 23 

held at the Mt. Carmel Social Hall 
from9:30to 11:30.amonDec. 22, 
some seven clinicians, specialists 
and counsellors from DMHSS 
will be making presentations on 
various fields of counselling of
fered by the division, according 
to Cris Sablan, DMHSS substance 
abuse counselor. 

Sablan said among the services 
that will be tackled are those per
taining to alcoholism, substance 
abuse, mental health, gambling 
addiction, as well as spirituality. 

Lizama said while mental 
health-related problems do exist, 
a number of those who experi
ence these are not aware of the 
services that they can avail. 

"We hope that through this 
panel, the community will be able 
to know they can get help from us, 
from DMHSS," said Lizama. 

Continued on page 23 

By Jojo Dass 
Variety News Staff 

HOUSE Speaker Diego T. 
Benavente (R-Saipan) yesterday 
expressed confidence the Lower 
Chamber will finally be able to 
muster the needed 14 votes in 
today's session to enact legisla
tion on how the money for capital 
improvement projects totaling 
$50.8 million including local 
matching fund may be spent. 

"I am pretty positive. I have 
sent a letter of request. There are 
more than 15 members on island. 
r II attempt to try to get all of 
those that were not in (last Friday) 
on the session tomorrow," 
Benavente told reporters. 

He said the House may "not 
necessarily act" on the 19 other 
pending proposed measures. 

"The appropriation on (CIP 
projects) is actually what's in the 
calendar. (We will) not necessar
ily act on all of them (pending 

Continued on page 23 
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DOLi tightens up on firms 
By Rene P. Acosta 
Variety News Staff 

AT LEAST six companies were 
given citations by the Department 
of Labor and Immigration for al
leged violations of local and fed
eral laws. 

The finns are the Vienna Cor
poration (New World Market); 
Bang Corporation (Sun Market 
and Laundry); Angel E. Ocampo 
(The New Thai Store); Han Nam 
Corporation (Han Nam Market); 
Ever Company; and the G.C.G 
and Company Inc. 

Three of them. Vienna Corp., 
Bang Corp. and Angel Ocampo, 
were penalized with fines rang
ing from $300 to $1,000 for 
se~eral small infractions on their 
establishments. 

The three remaining others re
ceived warning letters after they 
took up corrective measures im-

mediately after they were visited 
by DOLi operatives. 

The companies' were cited for 
violating the Alien Labor Rules 
and Regulations, specifically the 
provisions obliging an employer 
to provide safe and sanitary work
place to his employee, and on his 
living condition. 

Also, they have been noted for 
violating provisions of the Occu
pational Safety and Health Ad
ministration (OSHA). 

Based on the order of Labor 
Hearing Officer Jerry Cody, it 
was learned that the companies' 
non-compliance to the DOU and 
OSHA rules were established af- . 
ter inspections which were not 
announced were conducted on 
their establishments. 

Edward Cohen, President 
Clinton's special representative 
to the US-CNMI Section 902 talks 

has over the weekend called for 
the federal government's renewed 
effort to extend labor and immi
gration Jaws into the Common
weal th following the latter's al
leged failure to adequately ad
dress federal concerns. 

In his report to the President, 
Cohen said the government has 
failed to address fundamental 
problems although it has made 
efforts to address some of the 
secondary effects of the CNMI's 
labor and immigration problems. 

Cohen also alleged that the 
Commonwealth's commitments 
to reforms has waned in recent 
months. . 

Cody's administrative orders 
against the six firms were issued 
in different instances from Sep
tember until last week. 

Vienna Corp., Bang Corp. and 
Angel Ocampo were penalized 

Single health check rule said to 
benefit both worker, employer 

By Rene P. Acosta 
Variety News Staff 

THE pre-clearance certification 
required for workers departing for 
the Commonwealth will not only 
work for the employees but the 
employers as well since they will 
be freed from the burden of shoul
dering the second medical test for 
workers arriving on the island. 

This assessment was made by 
both Philippine Consulate and 
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Commonwealth officials who are 
now working on the proposed list 
of clinics in the Philippines where 
the clearance are to be issued. 

Under the current system, a 
guest worker coming to the Com
monwealth should submit a medi
cal examination for their papers 
to be processed. 

Upon arrival, the worker is also 
required to undergo another round 
of medical examination for their 
health clearances in their compa
nies and this are shouldered by 
their employers. 

But with the new requirement, 
prospective workers will just need 
to undergo a single test in a medi
cal clinic approved by the Com
monwealth. 
· Apart from the cost-cutting ef

fect on the employers, the em
ployee is also protected from other 
effects of medical testing such as 
double exposure to an x-ray ma-

chine. 
Meanwhile, it was learned that 

the Philippines has also initially 
proposed to the Commonwealth 
for its recognition, some clinics 
that were visited and have been 
recognized by two countries ac
commodating a large group of 
Filipino workers- Saudi Arabia 
and Taiwan. 

The clinics have reportedly 
passed the standards and level of 
accreditation by the two coun
tries. 

Initially, the Commonwealth, 
through Public Health Secretary 
Kevin Joseph Villagomez, has al
ready temporarily came up with 
at least eight clinics for its medi
cal requirement. They however 
are all located in the capital city of 
Manila. 

The Philippines wants the list to 
be dispersed on at least a regional 
level, since the country is big. 

lsooella Gifts 
Basket and Gifl Arrangements 

235-9000 
We Deliver 

Gourmet gift baskets and other arrangements. • 
Featuring: sausages, cheeses, crackers, 

cookies, chocolates, wines, coffees, and more. • 

Ideal for your corporate and family gift giving needs. 

Holiday Hours: 
Monday through Saturday, 

9:00am-8:00pm 
Sunday 

c&/ii"'" ""'pm 

for improperly mounted electri
cal panels. On the other hand, 
Han Nam and Ever Developing 
Corp. were warned for having a 
smallaisleandhallway. The com-

panies corrected the deficiency. 
While G.C.G. and Company 

Inc. whichwasalsocitedforletting 
its workers work without helmets, 
have already fixed the problem. 
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PDO cites another instance of 
Vienna Convention violation 

By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

THE PUBLIC Defender's Office 
yesterday raised another case of al
leged violation of the Vienna Con
vention wherein. a police officer ar
rested and questionedaFilipina with
out calling the Philippine Consulate. 

Assistant Public Defender 
Douglas W. Hartig said his cli
ent, Arlene T. Liban, was ar
rested and questioned by a police 
officer last Feb. 3 over a theft 
case on Tinian. 

Hartig said Liban was placed 
in the Department of Public 
Safety's custody where she was 
detained pending the investiga
tion of the incident. 

Hartig said Liban was questioned 
in English in which she is not fluenl 

during the period prior to the 
interview did any DPS officer 
inform defendant of her right to 
communicate with or contact the 
Philippine Consulate. 

Hartig argued that Li ban's state
ments made during the interview 
with the officer should be sup
pressed on the ground that she 
was not informed of her right to 
contact the Consulate as required 
under the Vienna Convention. 

Associate Judge Juan T. 
Lizama recently ruled that CNMI 
law enforcement authorities shall 
inform without delay any for
eign consulate or office here 
about the arrest of any of its 
national in the NMI. 

Guam Gov. G_a!l T._c. Gutierrez looks on as Insular Affairs Director Danny Aranza signs documents giving 
Guam $11 mi/hon m DOI funds. Contributed Photo 

"At no time following her ar
rest nor at the time of the inter
view did any DPS official call or 
contact the Philippine Consu
late," the lawyer said. 

Hartig added that at no time 

Lizama said Article 36 of the 
Vienna Convention applies in the 
CNMI which mandates authori
ties to immediately tell the consu
late or office if somebody from 
that state is committed to prison or 
to custody pending trial, or is de
tained in any other manner. 

US gives Guam 
$11M for Y2K, 
Compact impact 

By Jay Pascua 
Variety News Staff 

GUAM will get $11 million in 
federal grant for Compact Impact 
Aid and Y2K remediation, but 
the island's delegate to the U.S. 
House of Representatives said 
he's not "entirely satisfied" with 
it. 

Congressman Robert 
Underwood said it was a long and 
hard struggle to get the additional 
$3 million. However, he added, 
"I'm not entirely satisfied with 
the way the money has been ear
marked for capital improvement 
projects. By stipulation, the$4.58 
million is for capital improve
ment projects, and the additional 
$3 million is being interpreted the 
same way. I don't think that's an 
appropriate interpretation. Be that 
as it may, we have $7.58 million 
and that's good news for Guam." 

The funding comes as a result 
of months of work from 
Underwood's office, the Gutierrez 
administration and the Clinton 
administration. 

Underwood said $7.58 million 
will be devoted to Compact Im
pact Aid issues, $3.3 million will 
go to the Guam Power Authority 
to handle Y2K related work, and 
$300,000 will be allocated for the 
University of Guam. 

Guam normally gets $4.58 mil
lion annually for Compact Im
pact Aid but was able to get $3 
million more. The Clinton admin
istration originally sought to add 
$5 million to the appropriation. 

The$3millionamountwasonly 
agreed to after much negotiation 
between key member~ of Con
gress and White House negotia
tors. 

Y2K funding for Guam was 
originally set at only $60,000 but 
the final amount of $7.1 million 
was agreed to after Underwood, 
Gov. Carl Gutierrez, and the Inte
rior Department's Office oflnsu
lar Affairs all worked together on 
the deal. 
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Europe's 
underclass 

WASHING TON - Intelligence sources tell us that the 
alarming development of low birth rates in Europe is of 
significant concern to them because it will most likely lead 
to destabilization in the region. 

The birth rates in Northern Europe have fallen well below 
population replacement rates, a development that has several 
ramifications for the United States - because the 20th 
Century has taught us that our fortunes are tied their for
tunes. 

As Northern Europe's average age increases, fewer and 
fewer workers will be available to replace the aged and take 
care of them in their retirement, causing a demand for "im
ported" workers, which usually means Turks and people 
from North African nations. But Europe has not proven itself 
to be a model of assimilation, especially to followers of 
Islam. 

The result, as has already begun in Germany, is the impor
tation, rather than the immigration, of workers. The term 
"imported" fits, because the Germans have no intent upon 
letting these workers become citizens. But they don't want 
them to leave, because laborers are so desperately needed. 
What this amounts to is the creation of a "Green Card" class 
of people: Workers who live and work in a nation but have no 
political rights. They cannot vote or participate in the demo
cratic process. 

Eventually, a large population of disenfranchised people 
will reside in the Northern Europe democracies, which, by 
definition, will no longer be democracies. They will have 
created a permanent, voiceless underclass, which sooner or 
later will resist its subjugation and exploitation. 

Already, Europe has proven the fallacy of the concept of 
self-determination, because they have taken the concept too 
far. The Austro-Hungarian Empire was broken up after World 
War I into Austria, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, part of Yugo
slavia, etc. Now, with the end of the Cold War, we have the 
further break up, including the Czech Republic, Slovakia, 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia, Slovenia, Serbia, etc. It is a 
rate of self-determination that could create a continent of 
Liechtensteins. 

The British have sought a different path: devolution. En
gland, Scotland, Wales and Ulster have gained near-national 
identities under the union of the United Kingdom. But this 
has not been the way of the continent. 

So. with a European continent bent on disintegration ev
erywhere there is an ethnic, religious or racial difference, the 
influx of an imported underclass will only exacerbate the 
situation. President Bill Clinton has been over there to preach 
assimilation, but apparently to deaf ears. And it is· their 
failure to listen that so disturbs our intelligence community. 
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• Brewed 

Super Ben 
THE HOFSCHNEIDER-Fitial bout for the 
speaker's post of the 12th Legislature has some
thing in it that arouses the mind of even the 
most apolitical. 

Fitial, a seasoned politician, is also widely 
known for his ties with businessman Willie 
Tan who owns some 200 poker machines and at 
least three of the around 34 garment factories 
operating on Saipan. Fitial is vice president of 
Tan Holdings. 

Fitial 's strong lobbying for the post inciden
tally comes at a time when the government's 
wage review panel is set to release results of its 
study on whether the NMI's minimum wage 
should be increased. And very reliable sources 
are saying a wage hike proposal will be in the 
offing at the 12th Legislature. 

Hotel owners and the Chamber of Commerce 
are not very much opposed to the idea. The 
garment sector- a multi-million dollar indus
try employing some 15,000 guest workers -
is. 

A wage hike - no matter how small - will 
hurt the industry, which, to begin with, has 
little time left on Saipan. Garment factories are 
seen to be pulling out soon because protection
ist policies around the world will gradually be 
abolished as a result of the General Agreement 
of Tariffs and Trade. 

What could be closer to truth is that some 
lame tacticians out there must be saying that 
allowing the garment sector to maintain status 
quo in its last years in CNMI despite an inde
pendent study pointing to an increase in local 
minimum wage is a job for "Super Ben." 

Which should not be as tough. 
Officials I have talked to are saying that if 

Fitial can have his way with at least two of the 
10 elected pro-Hofschneider Republicans -
Capitol Hill is saying the two are already "lean
ing" towards him - it should not be so much of 
a mental exercise to surmise that he could do 
the same in the 12th Legislature and derail any 
attempts, in his capacity as House speaker, to 
increase minimum wage. 

Which sounds logical and which, other offi
cials said, could also effectively hasten a fed
eral takeover that Fitial had appeared opposed 
to all the while. 

And the House ? 
The House under a Fitial leadership can be 

one of disunity, to say the least. 
Pro-Hofschneider lawmakers will be rising 

up against pro-Fitial ones. Pending vital bills 
may end up shelved while new ones take con
siderable time to be passed. Sessions will be 
filled with rhetoric. Backdoornegotiations will 
become fashionable. And the voters will be
come losers. 

The 12th Legislature should be very interest
ing. 

* * * * * * 
STILL on the House, a session has been 

called for today so that lawmakers can finally 
act on important bills among which include one 
on how the $30 million interim funding, along 
with its federal matching fund, can be used. 

The House should also pass the fiscal year 
2000 budget and clean its shelves of all pend
ing bills before the 12th Legislature convenes. 
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BERLIN (AP) - Gerhard Schroeder has been zigzagging since 
he won power 14 months ago - business-friendly reformer one 
moment and free-spending leftist the next. So far, he seems in no 
hurry to reveal whether there's more to the way he governs than 
that. 

After months in the doldrums, Schroeder is riding a remark
able upswing, largely because of a corporate bailout he champi
oned last month that brought 60,000 jobs. But it only raised 
fresh questions about his political credo - or if he has any. 

Instead of seizing the moment to define his vision, Schroeder 
passed up a chance last week to silence critics who label the 55-
year-old a waverer. 

A convention of his left-leaning Social Democrats showed 
both Germany's oldest party and its leader groping for direction 
in the face of the global economy and a fluid post-Cold War 
world. 

Part of the problem is that the leftist rank-and-file and the 
pragmatic chancellor have often tugged in opposite directions. 
That may be about to change, though, after the convention 
convincingly re-elected Schroeder as party chief. One reason 
for the newfound unity: the shock of losing six rounds in 
regional elections this year. 

Schroeder's endorsement was a signal that, except for a few 
left-wing holdouts, the party is making its peace with a leader 
whose middle-of-the-road appeal and vague promises of a more 
modern Germany got the Social Democrats elected last year for 
the first time in 16 years. 

Ironically, it was last month's government-aided rescue of the 
Philipp Holzmann construction company that allowed Schroeder 
to win over many in his party who are wary of his pro-market 
side - notably efforts to cut government spending, trim social 
programs and lower corporate taxes. 

"He's rediscovered the party's soul," said convention del
egate Gert Weisskirchen. "The party has moved toward him, and 
he's rrioved toward the party. He's clearly the stronger for it." 

Schroeder also made points with another recent leftward ex
cursion - his forceful opposition to a hostile takeover bid for 
German telecom gia.nt Mannesmann by Britain's Vodafone 
AirTouch. Mannesmann employees feared the merger would 
lead to layoffs. 

Where that leaves Schroeder's "New Center" politics is un
clear. Eager to emulate campaigns that worked for President 
Clinton and British Prime Minister Tony Blair, he touted the 
buzzword in last year's election to woo voters who cared less 
about social programs than about making money in cutting-edge 
jobs. Nowadays, Schroeder usu·ally tucks it away in fleeting 
references. 

One sign of the Social Democrats' lack of orientation is that 
they are only now overhauling their policy platform to move it 
out of the Cold War era. 

Last revised in 1989, the party's principles badly need updat
ing to reflect the impact of the Berlin Wall's collapse, the end of 
communism, German unification and ever rougher competition 
in the global economy. But debate over the new platform will 
take several years. 

In contrast, Blair's Labor Party had already modernized its 
program when he came to power. And France, led by a Socialist 
government that many German Social Democrats feel is closer 
to them than Blair, has lately been economically more dynamic 
than Germany, Europe's powerhouse. 

For the moment, Schroeder is benefitting from better jobless 
data and a party funding scandal engulfing his predecessor 
Helmut Kohl and the opposition Christian Democrats. 

But as he asserts authority over his fractious party, pressure 
for him to rally the Social Democrats - and the nation - behind 
a real vision of Germany's future is likely to grow. 

"People expect him to lead the way," Manfred Guellner, a 
pollster close to the chancellor, said in a telephone interview. 
"They voted for him last year - not for his party." 

Schroeder's triumph at the party congress showed he's over
coming the powerful emotional legacy of his predecessor as 
party leader, Oskar Lafontaine, the left's standard-bearer and a 
man of firm convictions who quit as party chairman and finance 
minister last spring. 

Still, it's a burden Schroeder never wanted. 
"It's an irony of history that Gerhard Schroeder, to whom all 

ideology is suspect, now finds himself in a position where he has 
to give the Social Democrats something resembling a vision," 
the Berliner Zeitung newspaper said. 
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ANALYSIS 

Elections seen fuelling Russia-U.S. row 

By Oleg Shchedrov 
MOSCOW (Reuters}-President Boris Yeltsin 's 
advice to the United States not to forget Russia was 
a nuclear state has underscored tensions between 
the two countries unprecedented since the end of 
the Cold War. 

But some political analysts in Russia have said 
that although there is a genuine rift, much of the 
latest fury should be ascribed to election campaigns 
in both countries. 

Yeltsin lashed out last Thursday during a visit to 
China at U.S. President Bill Clinton's harsh re
marks about Russia's military campaign in rebel 
Chechnya. 

"It seems he has for a minute, for a second, for 
half a minute, forgotten that Russia has a full 
arsenal of nuclear weapons," an indignant Yeltsin 
roared to cameras, reviving the worst Cold War
style rhetoric. 

His remarks coincided with Russia's decision to 
expel a U.S. diplomat seized allegedly in the middle 
of a spying operation and a similar move by the 
United States. 

The vitriol failed to impress Clinton, and Russia's 
increasingly popular Prime Minister Vladimir Pu tin 
immediately toned things down, saying Yeltsin did 
not mean to reignite the Cold War. 

Russia's presidential election next year, in which 
Putin is likely to stand as a Kremlin candidate, and 
parliamentary polls next Sunday, in which a pro
government party is fighting for seats, have added 
fuel to the latest U.S.-Russian row. 

· Amid a continuing economic crisis, the popular 
Chechnya campaign and a tough anti-Western stand 
have become levers to boost the popularity of Putin 
and the Yedinstvo (Unity) bloc. 

"A week before the polls it has become clear that 
10 years after the Iron Curtain fell the authorities 
have no other argument to play on other than 
Chechnya and the nuclear button," wrote the Ii beral 
daily Sevodnya. 

But some Russian analysts suggest both coun
tries will restore more reasonable relations once the 
elections - including the U.S. presidential election 
next November · are over. 

"The one bad thing about U.S. elections is sacri
ficing anything, including long-term national inter
ests, to campaigning," former Russian ambassador 
to Washington Vladimir Lukin told Ekho Moskvy 
radio. 

"Some in this country would like to copy that 

habit, but it is a bad idea. Like it or not, Russia and 
the United States will have to coexist and cooperate 
even after the polls," he added. 

Many issues have contributed to estranging Rus
sia and the United States in the past two years. 

Russia felt betrayed when NATO ignored its 
arguments against expanding membership to 
Moscow's Soviet-era allies of Poland, Hungary 
and the Czech Republic and when NATO decided 
to launch a military operation in Yugoslavia over 
its objections. 

Russia is alarmed by U.S. plans to set up an anti
missile shield at the risk of dumping a cornerstone 
disarmament pact. 

Finally, Moscow viewed Western demands to 
halt its military onslaught against separatist rebels 
in Chechnya, marked with extensive use of artil
lery and aviation against civilians, as unacceptable 
interference into its internal affairs. 

Russian Defence Minister Igor Sergeyev 
has accused the United States of using the 
Chechnya campaign to squeeze Russia out of 
the strategically important Caucasus and 
Caspian regions. 

In addition to tough action in Chechnya, Putin's 
four months in office have been marked by several 
test launches of missiles seen as part of Moscow's 
reply to possible U.S. withdrawal from the 1972 
Anti-Ballistic missile treaty. 

Election interests have seen many politicians, 
once known as pro-Western, swap sides with con
servatives. 

Reformist Anatoly Chubais, who is close to 
Putin, lashed out at fellow liberal Grigory 
Yavlinsky's suggestion that it was time to start 
talks with Chechen rebels. "Anyone proposing that 
cannot be viewed as a Russian politician," he told 
Yavlinsky. 

On the other side, former Prime Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov, suspected outside Russia of being anti
Western, has urged the Kremlin to avoid isolating 
Russia over Chechnya. 

"People who are no longer welcomed in the West 
are now pushing the country towards isolation," he 
said about Russian liberals eliminated from the 
government by last year's crisis. 

"They need this isolation to stay in power. But 
we should not allow Russia to cease being part of 
the international community," added Primakov, 
who believes Russia has overstated its operation in 
Chechnya. 
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In Guam beating case 

Saipan man held 
on $100K cash bail 

Villagomez sees no interference 
by Legislature on power plant 

By Eric F. Say 
Variety News Staff 

A MAN accused of slipping 
through a bathroom window, 
then trying to kill an Agat woman 
is being held on $100,000 cash 
bail at the Guam Detention Cen
ter. 

The suspect, 19-year-old 
James Charles Concepcion, told 
Superior Court Magistrate Judge 
Frances Tydingco-Gatewood 
late Friday afternoon that he is 
originally from Saipan and has 
only been on Guam a few 
months. 

He said he is unemployed and 
does not have money to post bail 
or hire an attorney. 

Concepcion appeared in court 
dressed in an orange detainee 
jumpsuit with hands bandaged 
from what court documents say 
were bite marks from the 26-
year-old victim, Felicita Pablo. 

Concepcion allegedly tried to 
force himselfupon her and threat
ened to kill her if she did not stop 
screaming. 

Pablo sustained multiple deep 
lacerations to her lip and neck 
from in juries caused by either a 
blunt object or possibly a knife. 
She complained of bodily pains 
and was taken to the Guam Me
morial Hospital. 

Investigators are still trying to 
find out what really occurred on 
Dec. 10 but one thing is clear
Pablo needed over 50 stitches to 
close her wounds. 

Concepcion has been charged 
with burglary and aggravated as
sault but further charges may be 
brought once police sort out the 
details regarding the incident. 

Concepcion will again appear 
in court on Dec. 20, at 4 p.m. 

The Guam Police Department 
on Friday reported that around 3 
a.m., Pablo was sleeping in the 
living room of her home when she 
awoke to a man assaulting her. 

After police arrived on scene 
they obtained a description of 
the suspect and conducted an 
immediate search of the sur
rounding streets. 

By Hai dee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

WHILE welcoming any leg
islative move to investigate 
the controversial $120 mil
lion power plant project, the 
Commonwealth Utilities 
Corporation (CUC) does not 
consider it an "interference" 
on their responsibilities as 
mandated by the Constitu
tion. 

CUC Executive Director 
Timothy Villagomez said the 
planned joined Senate and 
House oversight hearing is 
"not really" an attempt to in
terfere with CDC's functions 
and duties as provided by law, 
but a means to ensure the 
project will get off the ground 
properly. 

"They (Legislature) are not 
pushing these things so that 
we can have it (power plant) 
tomorrow. They 're taking 
necessary step to make sure 
the independent firm guides 

Bordallo driver told to stay away from son 
By Eric F. Say 
Variety News Staff 

SEANMatthewUntalan. Lt.Gov. 
Madeleine Z. Bordallo's driver, 
was served a restraining order 
Friday evening, requiring him to 
stay away from his minor son. 

His ex-wife is alleging that 
Untalan has been abusing their 
son. 

Court documents state that Jo 
Ann De Goma Galarpe, the 
mother of the young boy, has no-

ticed bruises and marks upon his 
body. 

She claims that Untalan 
spanked the boy with a puka shell 
necklace on his back and leg 
because of a dispute over the 
changing of television channels. 

The mother quoted the young 
boy as saying, ··r was hit hard, 
and fell down crying." 

Once Untalan returned the 
child to his mother, she called 
police who investigated the mat-

ter. 
Galarpe said she fears for her 

son's safety and wants the father 
to be kept away from her son. 

The restraining order issued by 
Superior Court Judge Joaquin 
Manibusan states that Untalan 
must stay at least 1,000 feet away 
from his son and mother. 

Untalan has been ordered to 
appear before Manibusan on Dec. 
27 at 9 a.m. for further proceed
ings in the matter. 
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the Board in making the proper 
and best decision for this par
ticular project," said 
Villagomez. 

The CUC official is eyeing 
the presentation of Burns & 
McDonnel regarding the re
sult of a financial evaluation 
not only to CUC officials but 
also to members of the Legis
lature. 

He also said CUC's input to 
the bill passed by Senate to 
stick to the original request 
for proposal is important .be
fore further actions by the 
Legislature. 

"What needs to be done is 
have the experts come in, do 
the presentation not only to 
CUC but also to the Legisla
ture and hopefully the bill ... 
would incorporate some of the 
recommendations by our in
dependent firm to see how to 
address this issue and avoid 
any more confrontation or de
lays along the road," said 

Villagomez. 
At the same time, 

Villagomez said the oversight 
hearing would make it easier 
for the Legislature to make 
their own decision or com
ments regarding the project as 
they are about to hear directly 
from CUC the answers to their 
concerns. 

"I want to make sure infor
mation provided to the Legis'. 
lature are accurate informa
tion so that they can make their 
decisions as well or make com
ments in regards to decisions 
based on facts and not on ru
mors or concerns," said 
Villagomez. 

Last week, House Speaker 
Diego T. Benavente and Sen
ate Floor Leader Pete Reyes 
mulled the possibility of hold
ing oversight hearings on the 
SO-megawatt power plant 
project, which remains to be 
the biggest to be undertaken 
in the CNMI. 
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Celis new CPA deputy director 
By Marian A. Maraya 
Variety News Staff 

THE COMMONWEAL TH Ports 
Authority (CPA) Board of Direc
tors appointed Regino M. Celis 
as the new CPA deputy director, 
it was learned yesterday. 

Celis, the former CPA airport 
manager, was promoted as the 
ports authority's second in com
mand to Executive DirectorCarlos 
H. Salas during Friday's sp_ecial 

Board meeting. 
The motion was initiated by 

CPA Board Personnel Chairman 
Fidel Manglona. 

Salas said he is pleased with the 
board's choice. 

''Reno has been around CPA 
for a long time. He knows more 
about this organization than al
most anyone. This promotion is 
great for Reno, CPA and the whole 
traveling public," said Salas. 
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Foundation grants boy's wish 
By Marian A. Maraya 
Variety News Staff 

FOR A 15-year-old boy, a trip 
to DisneyWorld is the absolute 
"dream of dreams." 

Despite coming down with a 
life-threatening illness called 
muscular dystrophy - a pro
gressive atrophy and wasting of 
muscles Christopher 
Indalecio is no different from 
any other normal kids in nurtur
ing the same childhood fanta
sies similar to the rest of them. 

This year, Christmas will be 
extra memorable for the 
Indalecios as the Make a Wish 
Foundation Committee steered 
by First Lady Sophie Tenorio 
makes lndalecio' s life-long 
wishes a reality. 

Aside from hanging out with 
world-famous Disney charac
ters, Christopher also get to re
unite with family he has not 
seen for a long time. 

"His wish to go to 
Disneyworld is just one of three 
(wishes). So this is a three-part 
wish. My home is Orlando and 
so I have family there and my 
family has not seen the kids for 
like 12 years. 

"So it's like we get to go to 
DisneyWorld to have our fam
ily reunion," said Christopher's 
mom. 

An ultimate wrestling fari, the 
young Indalecio will also get to 
see a live wrestling m·atch in 
Orlando on Dec. 17 . 

"He really likes wrestling and 
the WCW will be in Orlando so 
we get to take him to that. So it's 
like a three-fold wish that he's 
been granted," Mrs. Indalecio 
said. 

Since birth, Indalecio has been 
cited with a genetic disorder 
where he was found to be lack
ing in "dystrophin" which 
causes the muscles to grow or 
reproduce, according to Mrs. 
Indalecio. 

"While he's growing, his 
muscles are not. They're just 
stretching, not growing. And as 
he grows ... the older he gets, 
the weaker he gets. 

"This disease will eventually 
affect the heart because the heart 
is a muscle and so that's ulti
mately what would probably 
cause him to die because his 
heart would give up because the 
disease would just deteriorate 
him," she added. 

This disorder.is only popular 

Christopher is cheered up by 
Jollibee, the mascot. 

PhOtos by Marian A. Maraya 

among boys, Mrs. lndalecio ex
plained. 

"None of my girls have it. I 
have three girls and none of 
them are affected by it," she 
said. 

The Make A Wish Founda
tion is a non-profit organiza
tion which grants wishes toter
minally-ill children. 

At the awarding of wishes 
held at the Jollibee restaurant 
Sunday night, Indalecio ex
pressed gratitude to the foun- . 
dation for its generous offer
ing. 

"I am very grateful," said 
Indalecio. 

lndalecio is the first boy in 
the Marianas to be granted a 
wish, said Mrs. lndalecio. 

"My sister in Florida submit
ted Christopher's name and he 
is the first one to be accepted or 
be given the wish," she said. 

The Indalecios are set to leave 
for the mainland this morning 
to start fulfilling Christopher's 
wishes. 

The Make-A-Wish Foundation Committee headed by First Lady Sophie Tenorio (middle, seated) with the 
lndalecio family pose for a group photo Sunday night at the Jol/ibee restaurant in Garapan. Christopher 
lnda/ecio (wearing cap) is the foundation's first wish recipient. 
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Two dancers from Boiz 2 Mix Youth Club learn how to apply CPR as other members wait fortheirturn during 
their first aid training held recently at the American Red Cross Office. contributed Photo 
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NMPASI brings expert 
to hold DPS workshops 
THE NORTHERN Marianas Pro
tection & Advocacy.System, Inc. 
has contracted with an Associate 
Professor out of Pennsylvania 
State University, James K. 
McAfee,Ph.D, to conduct a work
shop for CNMI's Department of 
Public Safety personnel ion De
cember 15 & 16 (8:00 am. - 3:00 
p.m. at the DPS Training & De
velopment Building - NMC 
Campus). 

Dr. McAfee has conducted 
training's for police officials at a 
v·ariety of sites in the US and also 
Australia. 

The training is intended, 
among other things, to pro
vide an understanding of men
tal retardation and to describe 
the reasons why it is impor
tant for law enforcement per
sonnel to receive training 
about persons with mental re
tardation. 

NMPASI's Executive Direc
tor, Lydia F. Barcinas, hopes 
that the Police Academy Instruc
tors will attend the workshop so 

DPS checkpoints 
DPS WOULD like to inform the 
public that there will be a sobriety 
checkpoint on the weekend of 
Dec. 17-18 in the evening at Rota 
in San Francisco highway and 
also Dec.30 to 31 in the evening. 

that they can "incorporate the 
issue in any future courses that 
are required for police acad
emy cadets. 

We would like to see that the 
lessons in the workshop are car
ried on through upcoming acad
emy cycles, so that future gen
erations of law enforcement of
ficials will take mental disabili
ties into consideratiol). when they 
encounter individuals displaying 
what may appear to be unusual 
behavior." 

Material for the workshop was 
prepared under a grant from the 
Kennedy Foundation to the In
stitute on Disabilities at Temple 
University. 

Dr. McAfee is schedule to ar
rive on December 14, 1999. 
Nl\lIP AST is limiting the number 
of participants and intends to 
make DPS officials a priority, 
but encourages any interested 
individuals to call Jim Rayphand 
at (670) 235-7372174, 

Hopwood. report 
card day ·Thursday 
THiS IS to inform all parents, 
guardians, and sponsors that 
HopwoodJ uni or High School will 
issue the 2nd Quarter Report Cards 
on Thursday, December 16, 1999 
from 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

IT&E "Santa Clau:1" presents holiday gifts from the Tamuning-based 
company to two g1rls as they are about to go down a slide in Hagatna 
Guam last Saturday. Photo by Eduardo c. Siguenza' 
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Embassies donate 
funds to Marshalls 

US, Palau discuss road 
project in Hawaii talks By Giff Johnson 

For the Variety 
MAJURO - The Japanese 
government delivered a large 
matching grant to assist with 
purchasing and operating a boat 
for an isolated group of island
ers in the Marshalls, while in a' 
separate donation Australia pro
vided funding to tourism-related 
and school project during his 
visit to Majuro that ended at the 
weekend. 

The Japanese Embassy in 
Majuro and Rongelap Atoll Lo
cal Government signed a con
tract for a $75,000 grant to as
sist the isolated Rongelapese 
community living on Mejatto 
Island in Kwajalein Atoll with 
critical sea transportation. 

Japan's Charge d' Affaires 
Takashi Suzuki and Rongelap 
Mayor James Matayoshi signed 
the agreement, which marks 
Japan's fourth "grassroots pro
gram" grant to the Marshalls 
this year. 

It will provide $75,000 to the 
Rongelap Local Government, 
which is providing funds to 
match Japan's contribution. 

"The Mejatto Sea Transpor
tation Project presents a classic 
example of a workable partner
ship between the government of 
Japan and a grassroots commu
nity, one that is not based on 
hand-outs," said Suzuki. 

Matayoshi thanked the Japa
nese for a grant that "will em
power the Rongelap community 
to continue economic develop
ment initiatives that will lead to 
better living conditions on 
Mejatto." 

Rongelap islanders moved to 
Mejatto 14 years ago to get away 
from their home atoll that they 
feared was dangerously con
taminated with radiation from 
nuclear weapons test at Bikini. 

A rehabilitation and cleanup 
program is now underway at 
Rongelap. 

In the meantime, Rongelap is
landers have attempted to cre
ate a new temporary home on 
Mejatto, an island that is iso
lated from the nearest urban cen
ter by about 60 miles of open 
ocean and treacherous reefs. 

Because of this matching 
grant, "sea ·transportation will 
no longer be a challenging im
pediment to economic growth 
and development" for people 
living on Mejatto in, Matayoshi 
said. 

The grant would also help to 
promote a balance between ur
ban and rural development in 
the Marshalls, he added. 

Suzuki said that the lack of 
ocean transportation continues 
to be one of the major problems 
holding back economic devel
opment on outer atolls. 

"A continuation of the status 
quo - if the sea transportation 
issue is left unresolved - is 
likely to trap the outer island 
communities in a vicious circle 
of poverty and economic diffi-

culties," the Embassy said. 
Australian Ambassador 

Timothy Cole, who is based in 
Pohnpei in the Federated States 
of Micronesia, visited Majuro 
1 ast week and delivered a $9,000 
check to Marshall Islands Visi
tors Authority for a lagoon buoy 
mooring project. 

The project is installing moor
ing buoys for dive boats so that 
they don't destroy the reef by 
using theirnnchors. Cole noted 
that this. Majuro project is also 
being carried out in· the Feder
ated States of Micronesia to 
prevent damage to reefs, which 
are important tourism assets. 

A second check for $8,000 
was provided for an outer is
land school to develop a library 
for the students. 

In addition to these donations, 
Cole presented a plaque to the 
College of the Marshall Islands 
for the computer laboratory, to 
which the Australian Embassy 
has donated$67,643 since 1997. 
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HONOLULU (Pacnews) -
The status of construction plans 
for a 53-mile-long Babeldaop 
Island circle island road was 
among the major topics dis
cussed this week between high
level government delegations 
from Palau and Washing ton 
meeting at Honolulu's East
W est Centre. 

Palau President Kuniwo 
Nakamura and U.S. Deputy As
sistant Secretary of State for East 
Asia and the Pacific, Ralph · 
Boyce, headed their res~ctive 
teams of officials and advisors 
that engaged in a day long stock
taking of the road and other 
projects supported with U.S. 
funding under a 15-year Com
pact of Free Association. 

The collaboration designed to 
promote economic self-suffi
ciency for the people of Palau, 
now is in its five year. 
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The Compact ring road, one 
part of attaining that goal, is de
signed to open up all ofBabeldaop 
for development, particularly in 
the agricultural, fishing and tour
ism sectors. 

Located across from the capital 
island of Koror, Babeldaop also 
accommodates Palau's only in
ternational airport. 

The State Department's 
Country Officer for Palau, 
Theodore Pierce, who partici
pated in the meeting, said 
Korean contractor Daewoo 
Corp. has started to mobilise 
for actual construction of the 
multi-million-dollar road. 

Equipment is being brought in, 
construction teams are being 
organised and labourer camps are 
being built for what is expected to 
be a two to three year project, he 
said. 

Daewoo was selected for the 

project following an open inter
national tender. 

Other major Palau construc
tion projects, both of which 
involve Japanese funding, in
clude rebuilding the Koror
Babeldaop Bridge, which col
lapsed following repairs in 
1996, and the International 
Coral Reef Centre. · 

The annual economic consul
tations, among other matters, also 
evaluated tourism development 
and the activity of Palau's new 
National Trust fund. 

Pierce said, "Tourism de
clined, of course, with the Asian 
financial crisis but it now seems 
to be on the rebound. In particu
lar, the last two or three months 
showed a marked increase over 
the same period last year." 

The trust fund has obtained its 
first donor and investments are 
earning interest. 
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Palau, Taiwan ink 
air service accord 

By Eileen 0. Tabaranza 
For the Variety 

KOROR(Palau Horizon)-The 
Republic of Palau has signed an air 
service bilateral agreement with 
the Republic of China for the nearly 
regular four times a week direct 
flight service of Far East Air Trans
portation (FAT) airline from Taipei 
to Koror and vice versa. 

This was according to House 
Speaker Ignacio Anastacio who 
was part of the Palau delegation 
to Taipei. 

The air service bilateral agree
ment was one of the economic 
objectives achieved during Presi
dent Nakamura and his 
delegation's trip to Taiwan last 
month. Anastacio described the 
trip "as a very successful one" 
because a lot of economic con
cerns were addressed during their 
meeting with Taiwan President 
Lee Teng Hui, Taipei transporta
tion minister and FAT officials. 

"The FAT is presently on a 
scheduled charter basis, but be
cause we were able to break
through with the negotiations on 
the bi I ateral air service agreement, 
they are expected to serve us regu
lar flights soon," Anastacio said. 

It was in !995whenFA",'started 
its charter flights from Taiwan to 
Palau, which had forced Conti
nental Micronesia to cease its 
regularly scheduled Taipei-~oror 
service. Currently, FAT is flying 
Taiwan to Palau route twice a 
week. 

Government officials explained 
the FA T's imminentregularflight 

is not a direct competition with 
Continental Micronesia since it is 
not serving the same route that the 
Continental is serving. 

··we hope that by increasing 
the number of flights from Tai
wan, we could bring the numbers 
back to where it is to be, espe
cially now that the whole region 
seems to be heading towards full 
recovery," Anastacio said. 

Overall, he said Taiwan is also 
feeling the pinch of the Asian fi. 
nancial crisis. But, it is starting to 
recover like all Asian countries. . 

"Although Taiwan did not suf
fer so much as other countries Ii ke 
Malaysia, Japan and Indonesia, it 
is still managing to keep afloat 
despite the financial storm be
cause of its huge reserves," he 
pointed out. 

He said the Palau delegation 
was also able to meet with a "very 
strong organization of small and 
medium-scale light industries." 

He added that they have suc
ceeded in enticing Taiwan busi
nessmen to look into the possibil
ity of infusing investments into 
the republic, as investors are "very 
excited about theirupcoming fact 
finding mission to Palau." 

They have also met people from 
the Taiwan's Bureau of Tourism 
and have worked out with them 
the promotion of Palau's tourism 
in their country. 

"We also have a very cordial 
meeting with· government offi
cials and a rewarding experience 
to have dinner with President 
Hui," he said. 
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Fishermen aboard a Taiwanese purse seiner owned by Koo Holdings Ltd. of Taipei prepare a load of tuna 
to be transshipped to a waiting carrier vessel in Majuro. Photo by Giff Johnson 

Marshalls fisheries boom 
By Giff Johnson 
For the Variety 

MAJURO - A record of more 
than 150 Asian purse seiners 
have used Majuro Atoll's har
bor for transshipping tuna and 
taking on supplies during 1999, 
with Taiwanese vessels ac
counting for more than 65 per
cent of the total. Although dip
lomatic ties between the 
Marshalls and Taiwan are barely 
a year old, Taiwan's fishing fleet 
is already showing its prefer
ence for this north Pacific is
land group. 

Last week, for the first time 
since May, however, Majuro's 
lagoon was virtually empty of 
fishing vessels. But just when 
local residents assumed the tuna 
fishing "season" was over, five 
Taiwanese purse seiners and 
their transshipment carrier ves
sel steamed into the Marshalls' 

capital earlier this week to be
gin off-loading hundreds of 
thousands of pounds of tuna 
caught in nearby waters. 

Friday afternoon, Kwang
Ming Koo, chairman of Koo's 
Holdings Co. Ltd. in Taiwan, 
and owner of the vessels, held a 
dock-side reception for local 
dignitaries in Majuro. 

The occasion was the arrival 
of Koo's entire fleet of purse 
seiners, which had been fishing 
in the central Pacific Kiribati 
area. Koo, aside from having 
substantial fishing interests, is 
also a major investor in the Bank 
of Marshall Islands. 

Captain Frank Chien, vice
president of Koo's Niugini Fish
ing Company, Ltd., said his 
company's purse seiners were 
the first Taiwanese vessels to 
visit Majuro a year ago, and 
returned home to encourage 
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other boat owners, who followed 
suit a short time later, account
ing for the boom in tuna trans
shipment business evident since 
late 1998. 

Koo told the people gathered 
at the dock that the diplomatic -
ties between the Marshall ls
lands and Taiwan opened nu
merous opportunities for Tai
wan vessels to use Majuro as a 
transshipment center. 

Republic of China Ambassa
dor Leo Fu-tien Liu said he was 
proud to see Koo's entire fleet 
in Majuro at one time .. During 
1999, more than 150 fishing 
vessels came to Majuro, Liu 
said. "A record-breaking 65 
percent of those boats came from 
Taiwan," he said. "There is a 
reason for this: the establish
ment of diplomatic ties between 
Marshall Islands and ROC." 

Since the two countries got 
together a year ago, "there have 
been very concrete results, par
ticularly in fisheries," Liu said. 

Though Koo's fishing fleet 
was working in the Kiribati area, 
they came to Majuro, not 
Tarawa, "because Majuro is a 
good, safe place, and Ambassa
dor Liu is here," Liu said. 

The ambassador said the 
Marshall Islands could count on 
substantial fishing cooperation 
with Taiwan in the future. 
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Rebels attack, 
wound 2 cops· 
DAV AO, Philippines (AP)
Communist rebels are sus
pected of attacking a southern 
Philippine police outpost with 
grenade launchers and rifle 
fire, wounding two policemen, 
officials said Sunday. 

The attack Saturday came 
two days after President Jo
seph Estrada declared a 
month- long unilateral Christ
mas cease-fire. 

A large number of rebels 
opened fire on the police out
post before dawn in Monkayo, 
a remote gold mining town in 
southern Compostela Valley 
province, prompting several 
policemen inside to return fire, 
police said. 

At least two policemen were 
injured in the initial firefight. 

Police reinforcements later 
arrived and forced the rebels 
to withdraw, police officials 
said. The outpost was gutted 
by fire after it was hit by a 
grenade, they said. 

The rebels have a strong 
presence in Cornpostela Val
ley, about 935 kilometers (580 
miles) southeast of Manila. 

Estrada announced Thurs
day that offensive military op
erations against the rebel New 
People's Army will cease from 
Dec. IO through Jan. 9. Gov
ernment troops are under or
ders to defend themselves if 
attacke·d. . 

Communist rebels usually 
declare a Yuletide cease-fire, 
but their leaders have not yet 
made an announcement this 
year. 

The rebels withdrew from 
peace talks in May after the 
Philippine Senate approved an 
agreement with the United 
States that allowed the re
sumption of large scale U.S. 
military exercises in the Phil
ippines. 

The rebels have been fight
ing for a Marxist-led state for 
the past 30 years. 

Manila orders building 
checks after earthquake 

Orlando Mercado 

MANILA,Philippines(AP)
Philippine officials ordered 
Monday inspections of major 
buildings after a powerful earth
quake jolted much of the main 
island of Luzon, killing at least 
five people. 

The predawn Sunday quake, 
with a magnitude of 6.8, injured 
at least 30 people, mostly chil
dren hit by falling debris. 

Power outages continued in 
some paf1s of Mani la more than 
a day after the 2:03 a.m. earth
quake. The National Power 
Corp. said its power plants were 
able to operate at full capacity, 
but that some transmission lines 
remained down, causing outages 
in several areas. 

Defense Secretary Orlando 
Mercado ordered the inspections 
and said the government would 
also require public buildings and 
hospitals to hold earthquake and 
fire drills, which helped reduce 
the impact of Sunday's quake. 

One government hospital in 
Manila was able to smoothly 
evacuate most of its patients 
shortly after the quake because 
of a fire drill a few days before, 
Mercado said. 

"It is important for us to shift 
from a culture of disaster re
sponse to disaster prepared-

ness," he said. 
Buildings swayed dramatically 

during the 26-second quake, 
flinging objects off tables and 
cracking walls. Guests were 
evacuated from luxury hotels and 
patients were wheeled out of at 
least three hospitals, some with 
intravenous tubes still attached 
to their arms. 

Power was knocked out in most 
of Manila and surrounding areas 
as safety devices tripped at five 
power plants, shutting down 600 
megawatts of generating capac
ity, officials said. 

It was the second time in two 
days that the northern Philippines 
was hit by a massive power fail
ure. On Friday night, most of 
Luzon was blacked out for sev
eral hours after circuit breakers 
tripped at three power stations. 
Power companies blamed the 
failure on large numbers of jelly
fish sucked into a plant's sea 
water cooling system. 

About 40 million people live in 
Luzon, more than half the Philip
pines' 74 million population. 

Many of the casualties were in 
the provinces of Pangasinan and 
Zam bales, north of Manila, civil 
defense officials said. 

An 1 I-year-old girl was 
crushed to death by a concrete 
wall that collapsed while she slept 
at home in Zambales' Masinloc 
town. Four people, age 65 to 80, 
died of a heart attacks during the 
earthquake in nearby Pangasinan, 
rescue officials said. 

Three more people, age 60 to 
80, died of heart attacks in their 
houses during the earthquake in 
Pangasinan, said Aurora Moya 
of the Office of Civil Defense. 

At least two bridges, several 
concrete buildings and markets 
were damaged in the rice- and 
tobacco-producing province. 
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American Samoa may 
increase garbage fees 
PAGO PAGO (Pacnews)
The American Samoa Power 
Authority (ASPA) wants to 
increase garbage collection 
fees next year to offset losses 
in its Solid Waste Division. 

New fees proposed by 
ASPA would raise the gar
bage collection fee paid by 
families from US$ I to US$2 
per month, and for businesses 
from US$12 toUS$14 per 
month. 

ASPA 's Customer Service 
Manager Gary Sword told Sa
moa News the authority is 
losing US$837 ,000 a year 
from operating garbage col
lection services, which was 
previously handled by the 
Department of Public Works. 

He said the authority's 
other divisions were 
subsidising the Solid Waste 

Division to the tune of 
US$837 ,000 a year. He said 
ASPA spendsUS$ l 70,000 a 
month on garbage collection 
and existing fees only bring 
in only 27 percent of the cost. 

An annual subsidy from the 
government of US$650,000 
pays 31 percent of the money 
needed, while the balance of 
US$70,000 a month is pro
vided by ASPA itself. 

The proposed hikes, which 
will be discussed at a public 
hearing on December 13, are 
expected to reduce the 
amount ASPA has to pay for 
solid waste operations by 
US$20,000 per month. 

The garbage collection fees 
will be collected via ASP A's 
monthly water and electric
ity bills and will go into ef
fect in January 2000. 

Race for PNG's deputy 
prime minister intensifies 
PORT MORESBY (Pacnews)
The race for the position of Papua 
New Guinea's (PNG) deputy Prime 
Minister intensified overnight fol
lowing the sacking of John Pundari. 

Poli ti cal parties in Government 
and the opposition immediately 
made announcements in an at
tempt to win Prime Minister Sir 
Mekere Morauta 's favour for the 
second highest political job. The 
frontrunners within Sir Mekere 's· 
own People's Democratic Move
ment camp are Works Minister, 
Mao Zemming, Privatisation and 
Corporatisation Minister, Vincent 
Auali and Petroleum and Energy 
Minister, Tommy Tomscoll. 

Pundari, in his first public re
sponse, described his sacking to
gether with his Advance Papua 
New Guinea Party, as cruel. 

"It came as a shock to everyone 
of us and I believe everyone would 
agree with me that when we formed 
this government, we formed it for 
transparency, we formed it for ac
countability and formed it to re
spect coalition arrangements for 
good governance and good leader
ship," Pundari said. 

He announced that his 18 party 
members would move to the 
middle benches. However, 
Pundari received a call from party 
member and Justice Minister, 
Kilroy Genia that he had accepted 
an offer by Sir Mekere to remain 
as Justice Minister. 

Pundari said he had agreed to 
allow Genia as member of Ad
vance PNG to remain in office 
despite the sacking on Wednesday. 

The sacked deputy Prime Min-

ister said if the reasons for their 
termination were instability then 
he wanted to tell the people and 
party supporters that without Ad-. 
vance PNG, Sir Mekere would 
not have been Prime Minister. 

Meanwhile, in another shock
ing move, Opposition leader, Bill 
Skate has resigned. 

He will be replaced by Simon 
Kaumi. 

The decision comes a day filled 
with drama where sacked deputy 

· Prime Minister and his party came 
to terms with their ousting from 
government. 

Also where very senior mem
bers of the government coalition 
led National Alliance Party dis
solved their parties and formed a 
new group to be known as the 
People's National Alliance. 

Lamb flaps banned in Fiji 
SUVA (Pacnews) - Fiji's 
Cabinet has agreed to prohibit 
the sale of lamb flaps from re
tailers throughout the county. 

Concerns were first raised 
in Cabinet at its meeting on 
September 28, 1999, when it 
was tasked to review the qual
ity of imported meat and its 
effect on the health of. the 
people of Fiji. 

A paper submitted .by the 
Minister for Commerce, Busi
ness Development and Invest
ment, Anup Kumar said there 
was no legislation prescribing 
the fat content in meat and meat 
products sold in Fiji. 

The paper said: "the 

standardisation of meat and 
meat products require consulta
tion with all stakeholders and 
that recommendations be put to 
the Trade Standards Advisory 
Council for their consideration 
before the standards can be 
formalised under the provision 
of the Quality Control Decree 
1999." 

The paper added that while 
there were difficulties in put
ting in place meat standards, the 
Fair Trading Decree 1992 had a 
mechanism to deal with prod
ucts that would pose health risks 
to the people.· . 

The Minister, under that De
cree, was empowered to make 
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an Order to prohibit the supply 
of those goods. 

The paper maintains that sup
pliers and retailers were· fully 
aware of the large fat content of 
lamb flaps but that they did not 
take this into account because 
of its popularity with low-in
come workers and fast food 
outlets. 

In its deliberations, Cabinet 
has also agreed that the Minis
try of Health carry out a nation
wide awareness campaign on 
the health risks associated with 
the consumption of lamb flaps. 

The order will come into force 
when it is published in the Ga
zette. 

Native Hawaiian Burt Manukihapai Kauhi testifies before federal offi
cials at a reconciijation hearing on Friday,in Honolulu. Native Hawaiians 
told federal officials they wanted redress for American involvement in 
the 1893 overthrow of Hawaii's monarchy. AP · 
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Congress eyes smaller schools-
WASHI'.\GTO:\ (AP) -
Congress has derided that 
President Clinton's push for 
smaller class sizes is not 
enough - that America also 
needs to shrink many of its 
high schools. 

A provision in the $390 bil
l ion_ end-of-the-year budget 
bill sets aside S45 million for 
school districts to create pro
grams and make physical 
changes at large high schools 
so students attending them 
have a more intimate ~xperi
ence. 

··smaller is better." said 
Rep. Baron Hill, D-lnd., the 
program's author. who added 
that smaller spaces ··create this 
feeling that kids know their 
teachers ... and that they feel 
connected a!rain." 

Education ~Department offi
cials say it will take months to 
set up the program. But as they 
envision it now, by the end of 
next year. school districts will 
be able to apply for grants to 
redesign space to create 
smaller ··schools within 
schools."' 

Districts also could use the 
money to experiment with dif
ferent schedules, research how 
other large schools create in
timate settings or start new 
programs such as "'career 
academies .. that put students 
in touch with career mentors. 

..We regard it as a very sig-

nificant amount of money, 
said Mike Cohen, assistant 
secretary for elementary and 
secondary education at the 
Education Department. 

··1t can focus the attention 
on educators al I over the coun
try - it can help them think 
why it's important to create 
smaller high schools." 

More than one in IO of the 
nation's high schools have en
rollments of 1,500 or more, 
according to the National Cen
ter of Education Statistics. 

Hill and others believe that 
··(earning communities" of 
600 students or fewer are 
ideal. Educators say large high 
schools can reduce safety, hurt 
student achievement and make 
students feel isolated. 

In Oregon's Salem-Keizer 
School District, where all five 
public high schools have more 
than 1,800 students, Kathleen 
Hanneman said problems 
range from crowded hallways 
to students with learning dif
ficulties not getting the help 
they need. 

"We're spread thin in coun
seling," said Hanneman, di
rector of secondary education. 
Rep. Brian Baird, D-Wash., a 
co-author of the legislation, 
said he went to a 500-student 
high school where almost ev
erybody knew each other. 
Joining sports teams and the 
band was a cinch. 

President Clinton wipes his forehead while he and first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton take part in singing 
holiday songs at 'Christmas in Washington' ceremonies at the Building Musuem Sunday. Behind is actor 
Brendan Fraser. AP 

"'A big school is an 
overmanned society, people 
are expendable," Baird said. 
"'In a small school, you mat
ter." 

After the shooting last April 
at Columbine High School -
with an enrollment of nearly 
2,000 students - Baird said the 
first thing he thought of was 

the school's size. 
He talked with a fellow 

Democratic freshman, Hill. 
who since January had been 
gathering research showing 
students in small schools per
form better. 

Just before Congress ad
journed forthe year, Hill said 
he convinced Rep. David 

Obey, D-Wis .. the ranking 
member of tht: House Appro
priations Committee, to insert 
a similar provision in the bud
get bill. 

.. I didn't think there was any 
way I was going to get this 
passed the first time out," Hill 
said. '"It was a surprise. but it 
was a good sur·prise ... 
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Bush doubted in debates 
WASHINGTON (AP) -
George W. Bush looked un
comf"ortable and. at times. 
unpresidential in his first two 
Republican presidential de
bates. say party leaders who 
predicr thar his performance 
will improve as rhe stakes 
grow higher. 

Even rhe Texan's allies 
sounded underwhelmed. as 
Bush and his five rivals pre
pared for their final meeting 
of 1999 by searching for les
sons in their previous encoun
ters. 

··Bush was noticeably bet
ter in the second debate. in 
terms of ease and delivery. 
than in the first debate."' said 
GOP consu It ant Rich Galen. 
a Bush backer offering a less
than-ringing endorsement. 

.. And I suspect he will be 
better in the third debate." 
Arizona Sen. John McCain 
wants to increase his momen
tum. Millionaire Steve Forbes 
needs a break-out perfor
mance. Conservative activist 
Gary Bauer. Sen. Orrin Hatch 
of Utah and former ambassa
dor Alan Keyes need the at
tent ion. 

Yet nobody has more to 
prove Monday night in Iowa 
than the front-runner. Bush 
fueled doubts about his com
petence as a candidate and 
potential president, even as 
he avoided a major gaffe in 
the first two meetings. 

··He had low expectations 
going into the debates. and he 
failed to meet them," said 
Forbes adviser Greg Mueller. 

Republicans inclined to 
give him the benefit of the 
doubt also gave Bush mixed 
reviews. ··For Bush. it's been 
a draw. 

I don't think he has i m-

pressed people and improved 
his position," said Dale Fore
man. chairman of the Wash
ington State GOP, adding that 
Bush didn't hurt himself, ei
ther. and is still the party fa
vorite. 

··1 think his delivery, the 
comfort level, was off."' said 
Jan Larimer of Jackson Hole. 
Wyo .. who is co-chair of the 
Republican presidential con
vention. "He's been knocked 
off his rocker a bit and put on 
the defensive," said Scott 
Reed, a GOP consultant who 
ran Bob Dole's failed 1996 
campaign. 

Even top advisers revealed 
a certain amount of dissatis
faction in private conversa
tions; one said he hoped there 
would be ··incremental im
provement'" and another said. 
··He's got to get better with 
practice ... 

Heavily programmed, the 
two-term Texas governor 
stuck close to his stump 
speech for most of his debate 
answers. When he was caught 
off guard. he looked flustered 
or testy. The smile that wows 
crowds on the campaign trail 
looked like a smirk, though 
backers said it was simply a 
symptom of opening-night jit
ters. 

A bigger concern, advisers 
say, was Bush's failure to turn 
the debates into forums for 
his policy agenda. No longer 
guilty of dodging national is
sues, Bush has put forth de
tailed plans to cut taxes, im
prove schools and strengthen 
the military. 

Yet he made little mention 
of the proposals in the first 
two sessions. Delving into the 
details would counter whis
pers about his intellectual heft, 

Republican presidential hopeful Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., is inter
viewed during "Fox News Sunday" at their studio in Washington 
Sunday. McCain has backed away from other GOP aspirants in 
bashing frontrunner George W. Bush. AP 

Republican presidential candidate Texas Gov. George W. Bush ad
dresses supporters at Bedford Town Hall, Wednesday in Bedford, N. H. 
Bush promised that if elected president he will "return dignity to the 
office." AP 

while keeping Bush on famil
iar terrain, advisers say. 

They also said Bush needs 
to draw sharper distinctions 
between himself and his ri
vals, a lesson he learned in 
time for a news conference 
after the second debate. 
"'Who's been in the position 
to make decisions?" 

Bush said, pointing to his 
stint as governor. Referring 

to McCain and Hatch, he 
added, "The other two elected 
officials have spent a lot of 
time in Washington." Aides 
say he may suggest that his 
tax-cutting plan is the only 
bold proposal that can pass 
Congress. 

That would suggests that 
McCain's plan is timid, and 
Forbes' flat tax is pie-in-the
sky. "He needs to be strong, 

competent and confident," 
said Foreman, implying that 
Bush may have been none-of
the-above in the first two de
bates. 

"A number of times he was 
askt:d a question, and you got 
the feeling he was trying very 
hard to think through an an
swer. 

That's human nature, but it 
also shows that he hasn't been 
through many debates." The 
shaky performance has pro
vided an opening for Bush's 
rivals, who also plan to learn 
from the previous debates. 

Forbes' advisers believe he 
got under Bush's skin when 
he questioned the Texan about 
oil policy, a subject Bush had 
not expected. 

Asked ifhe had any plans to 
tweak Bush in Monday's de
bate, Forbes replied, "I'm not 
going to tip my hand. Let's 
just say l 'm holding a lot of 
cards." 

Post-debate surveys showed 
that New Hampshire voters 
felt that McCain· had won the 
second debate. 

Polling also suggests that he 
holds a slight edge over Bush 
in New Hampshire, site of the 
nation's first primary, though 
Bush still leads by wide mar
gins nationally. 

Like Bush, McCain's de
bate-night rhetoric borrowed 
liberally from sound bites he 
delivers to crowds every day. 

Even his jokes were well
worn from the campaign trail. 
Still, the silver-haire.d former 
POW struck some Republi
cans a mature, prepared can
didate. 

"I still think Bush wins the 
nomination," Foreman said, 
"but I think McCain has greatly 
improved his chances." 

McCain refuses to join other 
GOP bets in bashing Bush 

WASHINGTON (AP) -
George W. Bush was bashed 
by three of his competitors in 
the race for the GOP presi
dential nomination on Sun
day, hut the man closest to 
catching the Texas governor 
declined to join in. 

"He's a very fine candi
date," said Sen. John McCain, 
R-Ariz. All six GOP candi
dates are set to meet Monday 
night in Des Moines, Iowa, 
for their third debate. 

On Sunday's news shows, 
three of the other four con
tenders made pointed jabs at 
Bush over his experience and 
record. 

Sen. Orrin Hatch of Utah, 
former ambassador Alan 
Keyes and conservative ac
tivist Gary Bauer - who rank 
at the bottom of the polls - all 
took aim at Bush. Publisher 
Steve Forbes, campaigning in 
Iowa, did not appear on na
tional TV. 

"If you want to beat Al Gore 

and Bill Bradley, you better 
go with experience that money 
can't buy," Hatch said on 
ABC's "This Weck," a refer
ence to Bush's record-setting 
fund raising. 

Keyes, who has taken jahs 
at Bush in previous debates, 
said Bush didn't deserve the 
Republican nomination and 
Jacked courage to tackle moral 
issues such as abortion. 

"I frankly don't believe he 
has the depth of understand
ing to articulate the relation
ship between this country's 
moral principles and the great 
serious practical issues. 
whether it is abortion, income 
taxes, social security, and so 
forth," said Keyes on CNN's 
··Late Edition ... 

Bauer planned to issue a 
similar challenge from the 
right quarters of the Republi
can party at the Iowa debate. 

"I want to ask him ... a very 
fundamental question: Was 
Roe vs. Wade wrongly decided 

or correctly decided?" Bauer 
said on ABC. "In New Hamp
shire, the Bush candidacy has 
collapsed."" Bauer said. 

··r believe it's going to col
lapse soon here in Iowa be
cause of these funJamental 
questions." A CNN-Time 
Magazine poll of New l lamp
shire voters released Sunday 
shows McCain at 37 percent. 
Bush at 33 percent. Steve 
Forbes at 9 percent. Alan 
Keyes at 5 percent. Gar) 
Bauer anJ Orrin Hatch 
trailed. 

The margin of error was 
plus or minus 4.5 percent
age points. McCain. who 
has declined to attack Bush 
in two earlier debates. 
didn't mention any or his 
fellow GOP contenders on 
Sunday. 

1-k simply called Bush "a 
good man.·· "l "ve enjoyed 
these Jebates and I think it's 
;.:oinl! to be verv ti!!hl in New 
llarnpshi1e."' h~ s:;id. 
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Bradley cautions Fla. Democrats 
ORLANDO,Fla. (AP)-Bill 

Bradley cautioned Florida Demo
crats against settling for half mea
sures, urging them to embrace the 
"'big ideas" Democrats have his
torically pushed. "When we as 
Democrats have been very clear 
about our vision, our nation has 
followed," the Democratic presi
dential hopeful told an enthusias
tic crowd of about 2,000 at 
Florida's annual party conven
tion. 

"We've been the party of big 
ideas and big achievements, and 
that's the party I believe in.'' The 
former New Jersey senator of
fered only an indirect attack on 
rival Vice President Al Gore, who 
has criticized Bradley's health 
plan - one of his .. big ideas" - as 
too expensive. Bradley said 
Democrats consider it an "article 
of faith" to support Social Secu
rity, Medicare and civil rights. 

''That's why I find it so dismay
ing that one Democrat can attack 
another on these issues," he said. 

"I don't remember Democrats at
tacking Democrats on these is
sues, at least not in the party I 
joined." 

Gore has called Bradley's plan. 
meant to get health coverage to 
uninsured Americans. an ill-ad
vised spending spree that could 
endanger the economy's recov
ery and leave those now covered 
by Medicaid without adequate 
insurance. 

Bradley has complained that 
Gore, the frontrunner, is distort
ing his proposal. A day earlier, 
Gore avoided criticizing Bradley 
in his speech to the same group, 
calling him a "great competitor" 
and said he was glad Bradley was 
back on the campaign trail after 
canceling a campaign event Fri
day because of an irregular heart
beat. 

Bradley didn't need treatment 
and has resumed a full schedule. 
Still. in an interview with report
ers, Gore argued that his plans 
were more financially responsible. 

SF Mayor Brown 
to face runoff fight 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) - If 
Willie Brown wins re-election 
on Tuesday, he will be the first 
San Francisco mayor to do so in 
16 years. 

ButBrown,aDemocrat,isfac
ing a grassroots uprising that pro
pelled a reform-minded chal
lenger into a runoff campaign 
that has galvanized people who 
have made careers out of fight
ing City Hall. 

His opponent, TomAmmiano, 
president of the city's governing 
Board of Supervisors, has been 
outspent more than I 0-to- I by 
Brown since 49 ,OOOpeople wrote 
in his name on their ballots Nov. 
2, prompting the runoff. 

Still, his supporters are hop
ing for an upset victory. They 
say the polls of previous voters 
that show Brown well ahead did 
not include the 11,000 new vot
ers they registered during the 
runoff campaign. 

''We've been doing phone 
hanking, identifying votas, and 
the 20 percent spread is like a 
fairy tale in our minds," said 
Ammiano' s campaign manager, 
Esther Marks. "'At this point, we 
see no reason why Tom isn't 
going to be our next mayor." 

In the most recent poll oflikely 
voters, taken for the San Fran
cisco Chronicle, 49 percent said 
they would vote for Brown, while 
29 percent favored Ammiano. 

The survey of 600people, con
ducted Nov. 30 through Dec. 4, 
had a margin of error of plus or 
minus 4 percentage points. 

Ammiano, who could become 
the first openly gay mayor of a 
major American city, leads 
among gay voters 53 percent to 
31 percent. 

Gays and lesbians make up at 
least 15 percent of San 
Francisco's 450,000 registered 

voters, and Ammiano's backers 
include many renters, environ
mentalists and civil rights activ
ists as well. 

And when the poll asked which 
candidate "would do a better job 
in dealing with the issue of busi
ness and the economy," just 19 
percent chose Ammiano. Brown 
was chosen by <J3 percent on this 
question. 

But Ammiano's positions on 
many business issues have only 
burnished his populist appeal. It 
was Ammiano who sponsored 
the ballot measure that banned 
ATM surcharges. He has pushed 
for a "living wage" of $11 an 
hour, and he held up AT&T's 
cable franchise until it agreed to 
provide free Internet access to 
the city's schools. 

In debates, Ammiano said he 
"would declare war on any and 
all gentrification" if elected, a 
statement that cheered people 
worried about skyrocketing rents 
but made property-owners ner
vous. 

''I'm not against development. 
I'm not against corporate wealth, 
but I de want balance," Ammiano 
said last week. Statements like 
these have made the city's politi
cal and economic elite very ner
vous about what may happen if 
Ammiano is no longer stymied 
by the six votes Brown controls 
on the 11-member board. 

"Add up everything Tom 
Ammiano has proposed and bet:n 
thwarted from doing by this 
mayor," said Chris Bowman. 
who encouraged his fellow Re
publican committee members to 
endorse Democrat Brown. 

''He 'II be able to get them all 
before the voters. It will be Torn 
J\mmiano's socialist knee-jerk 
volunteer army that will ruin this 

-city." 

Democratic presidential hopeful/ Bill Bradley stands between the U.S. 
and Florida state flags as he addresss more than 2000 delegates at the 
Florida State Democratic Convention in Orlando, Fla, Sunday. AP 

"One issue that is beginning to 
emerge is who has the experience to 
keep our prosperity going and not 
stumble into a big economic policy 
mistake of the kind that lu, been 
made all too often," Gore said. 

On Sunday. Bradley hit his other 
ambitious goals for the country. 
including registering and licens
ing every handgun, moving chil
dren out of poverty and providing 
public financing for campaigns. 

"We 're the greatest country in 
the world at the moment of our 
greatest prosperity:· Bradley said. 
··Yet there are some people who 
say that cannot do big things all\'
rnorc - that we must tinker around 
the edges amJ improve a few things 
hen; and there. 

"An; we going to be :iblc to put 
our trust in the goodness of the 
American people ant.I a world of 
new possibilities or arc we going 
to shrink hack and settle~ 

We must never settle."· Gore has 
the edge over Bradley in Florida. 
hoth in organization and the pol Is 
at this point. hut key Democrats 
and political analysts say Bradley 
has moved quickly to build sup
port among the many Northcasl
cmers in southern Florida aml 
Democrats elsewhere in the state. 

··Florida is winnable if Bradley 
shows he ·s a winner.·· said Charles 
Dusscau. a Miami investment 
banker and veteran Democratic 
fund-raiser. who is backing Brad
ley. D..:rnocratic Vice Chairman 
Jon Ausman said he ·s leaning to
wards Gore but considers the state 
··wide open·· at this point. 

Some analysts here say Demo
crats arc looking at Bradley cart.:
fully given Ciorc·s position in the 
polls. consistently IO to 15 point, 
behinJ Republican from-runner 
George W. Bush. Florida Demo
crats arc sensitive about picking a 
"Jinncr. still stung by Jeb Bush"s 
dominating win over Democrat 
BudJy MacKay in the I 99~ 
':!oven1or·s race. 
~ Florida"s primary is March 14 
and could prO\ ide Bradley a coun
terb,,lancc to Gore· s .strength in 
the many Deep South states that 
will vote on that day. 

NOTICIA PARA Y PUBLIKU 
(PUBLIC NOTICE) 

Pursuant to PL. 8-41. the Commonwealth ol the Northern Ma11ana Islands Governofs Developmental Disabilities 
Council hereby serves notice to the public that FY 2000 First Quarterly Meeting will be held at the Sa,pan Grand Hotel. J.----.. Saipan on Thursday, December 16. 1999 beg,nn,ng at IO 00 a.m Mee11ng ,s open lo lhe publ c 

AGENDA 
Pedro l Nakalsukasa. Chairman. Presiding 

I. Call To Order ~ 
A. Welcome & lnlroduclion ol Guest (11 any) 
B. Presence of Quorum 

II. Consent Items - =·-C"..: 
A. Review& adoption of September 24. 1999 FY 1999 Fourlh Ouarler Meeling M1nules 
B. Acceptance of Agenda 

Ill. Reports 
A. Execulive Comm,ttee. Cha1merson 

1. Slat us of Membership Appo,ntment 
B Slale Plan Comm,ltee. Cha,rperrnn 

1. Stat.us ol State Plan lmplcmer1a1,on 
C. F1sc;il Comm1tlee, Cha11person 

, Fiscal Status Report 
2. Slatus of Feoera·, & Local 2000 Budget 

D. Executive Director 
I. Quarterly Progress/Trip Report 
2. Slatus of DD Act Reaulhor1zal1on 
3. Slalus of Partners in Policymaking Prorecl 
4. Slalus al Barriers lo Full Inclusion Sludy 
5. Status of Inclusive Education Pro1ecl 

IV. Action Items .:J 
I. DDBSGP FY 2000 Budget (amendment. 11 any) 
2. Develop Pos,t1on Statement on lnclus,ve Housing 
3. Invitation lo Guam DD Council Membership Tra,n,ng (Apr,' 2000) 

V. Other BusinessH 
I. 1999 Annual Program Perlormance Report [APPR Deadline 01,21001 
2. S1a1us Report on ldent,f,cat,on Cara for Persons w.ih D1sab1l11,es 
3. AT Awareness Month 

VI. Executive Session 
VII. Next Meeting 
VIII. Adjournment 

lnd1v1duals who wish to atlend this mee1,ng but requ11es reasonable accommoaat,ons are be,ng askea to cal, our olt,ce ,11 aovance. Members 
ol the public who wish lo subm,1 v,ews. oala or arguments on any of the aoove agenm rrust subm.t. 'I'. acvance. a 

wr,tlen 1es11mony lo lhe DD Counc,1 and may also be aflordeo the oppMurnty 10 prrsem oral 

• 
lesltmony on any of lhe above agenda ilem. The DD Counc,t also reserves the r,gl·t to provide • 

reasonable adm1n1s1ra1,on of oral testimony by ru'e. 
is/Pedro l Nakalsukasa ,s;Thomas J. Camacho 

Chairman Execut,ve Director 
cl',/,;,. _<!;,.,., 11r1 '/jun, f,m , \,;,,/,11 
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Report used to stem Y2K fears 
WASHINGTON (AP)-Lights 
go out. Computers crash. Flights 
are delayed. baggage is lost. 
ATMs run out of cash. cellular 
calls won't go through and cable 
TV is showing static~ Sound like 
the nation's worst Y2K fears'7 

In the increasingly complex 
world of technology. those disas
ters can occur individually all in a 
day's work - whether or not that 
day is the upcoming New Year's. 

Concerned that .any technical 
failure in the earliest hours of Jan. 
l will be blamed on the Year2000 
computer problem. the White 
House planned to release figures 
Monday showing how often some 
systems typically break down. 

The move is precautionary. to 
an•rt public panic at the first sign 
of a disruption in electricity or 
another essential service that may 
coincide with the date rollover 
but was not caused by the com
puter glitch. 

Some failures may take weeks 
of study before Y2K can be 
bbmed or dismissed as the cause. 
"E\·ery day things go wrong. and 
nobody pays much attention to 

them. nobody thinks twice about 
it." said John Koskinen. 
President"s Clinton's top Y2K 
adviser. 

"But any of those things that 
happen on January I st will imme-

diately be presumed to be the in
dication of a Y2K problem ... 

Even though the nation's elec
trical utilities are more than 99 
percentreliable, winterstormscan 
darken neighborhoods and entire 
regions. Koskinen purs odds at 
50-50 a major ice stolTil or bliz
zard will strike America during 
that critical New Year's week
end. 

In 1989, for example, a failed 
switch shut down electricity on 
New Year's Eve for 90,000 citi
zens in Maine. 

The Washington-based Edison 
Electric Institute said in a report 
for the White House that any 
powerfailureovertheJan. 1 week
end "is almost certain to have 
occurred because of one of the 
usual reasons" rather than the Y2K 
bug. 

"We have interruptions in the 
power grid all the time," said Sen. 
Robert Bennett. chairman of the 
Senate's Year 2000 Committee. 
"We have interruptions in the flow 
of oil around the world all the 
time. 

We have all kinds of accidents 
that take place in computer-land, 
and those that happen on January 
I st. people will say were caused 
by Y2K." 

Computers and their program
ming code are at the heart of the 

Year2000problem, when devices 
that aren't sufficiently tested or 
repaired could misinterpret the 
year "00'' as 1900. That could 
corrupt important electronic 
records. miscalculate utility bills 
and interest rates or cause a vari
ety of havoc with automated sys
tems. 

But software already is so enor
mously complex that computers 
sometimes fail. Microsoft Corp., 
whose Windows software runs 
most of the world's personal com
puters, fields roughly 29,000 
phone calls daily from customers 
using more than 4,000 programs, 
who complain their PCs aren't 
working right. 

Consumer Internet connections 
over phone lines can be infa
mously feeble, and even the most 
popular Web destinations experi
ence crashes. 

Hackers routinely vandalize 
Web sites with poor security, fre
quently attacking dozens ofhigh
profile targets over a holiday 
weekend. 

The government has assured 
travelers that airlines in the United 
States will be safe, though it's 
also warned of possible delays 
and lost baggage. 

The most recent figures from 
the Federal Aviation Administra
tion show that only four of every 

US to hand over Panama Canal 
~. .... 

Spectators watch as ships pass through the Miraflores Locks at the 
Pacific entrance of the Panama Canal near Panama City Saturday. 
Tuesday will mark the transfer of the Canal from American to Pana
manian control. AP 

PANAMA CITY, Panama 
(AP) - With their partnership 
approaching its JOO-year anni
versary. Panama and the United 
States are officially going their 
separate ways. Panama gets to 
keep the real estate: the United 
States gets the memories. 

The transfer of the Panama 
Canal into Panamanian hands 
on Dec. 31 ends the U.S. mili
tary presence in this narrow waist 
of the American continent, where 
the waterway joins the Atlantic 
and the Pacific. 

The ceremony marking the 
transfer is planned for Tuesday. 
Panama will regain all 363,000 
acres of lush tropical land the 
United States has used since the 
early century as military bases 
or part of the Panama Canal ba
sin - as well as the canal itself. 

The end of the partnership. 
although planned for 20 years 
since PresidentJi mmy Carter and 

Panamanian strongman Gen. 
Omar Torrijos signed the Canal 
Treaties. nevertheless came in a 
rush as the United States hurried 
to close all its installations here. 

And Panama is still struggling 
to come to grips with the fact that 
the Americans are really going. 

"Deep down we still cannot 
believe they have left," said 
Roberto Eisenmann, an adviser 
to President Mireya Moscoso and 
a former newspaper publisher. 
"Panamanians lived with and 
loved the Americans." 

Panama became an indepen
dent country in 1903 under the 
wing of the United States, which 
encouraged its leaders to sepa
rate from Colombia. 

Shortly thereafter, Panama 
signed an agreement with the 
United States for the construc
tion of the Panama Canal, which 
was inaugurated in August 1914. 

Panamanians and Americans, as 

well as contingents from nearby 
Caribbean islands, sweated and 
died of tropical diseases while 
building the canal that forged the 
binational relationship. 

In the following years the 
United States built its military 
presence to defend the canal and 
to train thousands of its soldiers 
to fight in foreign wars. It fenced 
off the Canal Zone, creating a 
U.S. enclave in the tropics. 

Relations were rocky at times. 
In 1964, Panamanian students 
tried to enter the zone to raise the 
Panamanian flag. 

In the shooting that ensued, 
22 Panamanians and four U.S. 
Marines died. Panama briefly 
suspended relations with the 
United States. 

Then in 1989, the United States 
invaded Panama to capture mili
tary dictator Gen. Manuel 
Noriega. who had nullified an 
election and was wanted on drug 
charges in the United States. 

It was an invasion many Panama
nians; welcomed. Most of the time, 
however, the relationship was one 
of acceptance on both sides. 

For generations U.S. soldiers 
were part of Panamanian social 
landscape, and thousands of them 
married Panamanians. "We are 
pro-Yankee," Eisenmann said. 

"We do not go to Europe. We 
go to Miami. We are more like 
Americans than any other Latin 
country. U.S. businessmen can 
relate to Panamanian business
men." Panamanian currency, 
although officially named the 
Balboa. is the U.S. dollar. 

The exchange rate is 1-1. and 
the only paper money comes 
from the U.S. Federal Reserve. 

five flights by the nation's largest 
carriers arrive on schedule - and 
that for every 1.000 passengers 
more than four temporarily lose 
their luggage en route. That meant 
nearly 185,000 mishandled suit
cases during October. 

About 10 percent of all credit 
transactions fail routinely be
cause, for example, equipment 
breaks down or because consum
ers are overextended or forget their 
ATM password, said Pau 1 
Schmelzer, an executive vice 
president for Orlando, Fla.-based 
Star Systems Inc., which process 

about 2 billion financial transac
tions annually. 

He expects those same prob
lems to show up on New Year's. 
Koskinen said that government 
officials will be looking to see if 
any problems detected exceed 
what's expected. 

And he noted that it won't be 
immediately obvious what caused 
the problem. "The focus of the 
people whose systems aren't 
working will be to get the systems 
working," he said. "You're not 
going to be quite as focused on 
whether this is Y2K or not." 

President Clinton speaks after a morning meeting with leaders of the 
communications industry in the Rose Garden. Clinton said he wants to 
"slam shut the digital divide" and make access to computers and the 
Internet available for all Americans. Standing next to him are Com
merce Secretary William Daley (left) and AOL CEO Steve Case. AP 

Clinton ill, cancels trip 
WASHINGTON, (Reuters) -
President Bill Clinton cancelled 
plans for a fund raising trip to 
Houston, Texas on Monday be
cause he was feeling under the 
wcatht:r, the White House said on 
Sunday. 

"He's not feeling well," White 
House spokesman Jake Siewert 
said. adding that he had no further 
details on the president's condi
tion. White House officials said 

last week that Clinton was suffer
ing from "flu-like" symptoms. 

Clinton had been scheduled to 

address a lunch in honour of Rep
resentative Sheila Jackson !..cc. a 
Texas Democrat. a Texas Legis
lative Victory Fund Reception :im! 
a Democratic ConQrcssion:11 
Campaign Committc~ reception 
in honourofformerTrcasury Sec
retary and former Senator Lloyd 
Bentsen. 

Plane crashes in Pa. 
OULDSBORO, Pa. (AP) -
A small jet crashed in the 
Poconos Sunday afternoon in 
a rural area of northeastern 
Pennsylvania, federal officials 
said. 

The Wcstwind 24 aircraft - a 
12-seat. twin-engine turbo jet -
went down about 4:45 p.m. near 
Gouldsboro, Federal Aviation 
Administration spokeswoman 
Kathryn Crecdy said. Officials 
were unsure how many people 

were on board. 
'Illere was no immediate word 

on injuries. 
The plane departed from Se

attle and was en route to Teterboro 
Airport in New Jersey. C'reedy 
said. 

"There was no indication of 
problems prior to the loss on ra
dar." C'reedy said. National Trans
portation and Safotv Board offi
cials were headed -to the scene 
Sunday evening. 

' ' I.', 
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Wahid pushes peace t s 
AMBON, Indonesia (AP) -
Worried that sectarian violence 
could spread and tear this huge 
and restive nation apart, 
Indonesia's new reformist leader 
on Sunday chaired unprecedented 
peace talks to halt bloodshed be
tween Muslims and Christians on 
the troubled Spice Islands. 

President Abdurrahman Wahid 
was cheered by thousands of well
wishers who lined the wrecked 
streets of Ambon island in Maluku 
province, often the scene of vi
cious sectarian battles. 

Police sources have said the 
fighting in Maluku, about 1.100 
miles east of Jakarta, has claimed 
more than 700 lives since it first 
broke out almost a year ago. 

Dozens of members of the po
lice, a1TI1y and marines also have 
died in efforts to quell the rioting. 
"People must regain respect for 
each other," Wahid said. 

"This is not just a problem for 
this region. It is a national issue." 
Tight security surrounded Wahid 
and Vice President Megawati 
Sukamoputri on Sunday afterthey 
touched down in separate mili
tary C-130 planes from Jakarta. 

The two, along with top mili
tary and civilian officials, were 
ferried in a navy patrol boat across 

the island's harbor that separates 
its airport from its capital, also 
named Ambon. The road linking 
the airport and the town is often 
cut by fighting. 

Hundreds of armed troops, as 
well as several armored cars, were 
deployed around a government 
building where Wahid chaired a 
conference of hundreds of com
munity and religious leaders. 

"If this (fighting) continues then 
your young people, the children, 
will have no future," Wahid told 
the crowd. ··People here have lived 
together for hundreds of years and 
religion was never a problem. So it 
should not be a problem now." 

Wahid, a revered Muslim 
leader, traveled to Ambon after 
some lawmakers accused him of 
devoting too much time to for
eign travel since he assumed of
fice on Oct. 20, neglecting inter
nal conflicts threatening 
Indonesia's national unity. ~ 

Anny generals recently warned 
that the Maluku 's sectarian conflict 
could evolve into a full-blown war. 

Both sides have started employ
ing high-powered rifles instead 
of the homemade guns, bows and 
arrows and spears used after riot
ing erupted in January, they say. 

"It is a good thing for him to 

Soong support declining 
because of payoff scandal 
TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) -
Wounded by a corruption scan
dal, presidential frontrunner 
James Soong's support contin
ued to decline over the weekend, 
according to survey results re
leased Sunday. 

Soong's once cbmmanding 
lead in the polls has fallen off 
and he is in a statistical tie with 
the ruling Nationalist Party's 
candidate, Vice President Lien 
Chan, according the survey con
ducted by a private public opin
ion survey company. 

Soong, a former Taiwan gov
ernor and top Nationalist offi
cial, drew 19 percent support in 
the poll, against 20 percent for · 
Lien. The third majorcandidate, 
forrnerTaipei mayorChen Shui
bian of the Democratic Progres
sive Party, polled 16 percent. 

'Ille survey of 1,207 people 

was conducted Dec. 9-11 with a 
margin of error qf 3 percentage 
points. 

Soong has yet to directly re
spond to accusations from a Na
tionalist lawmaker last week that 
he took 140 million Taiwan dol
lars (U.S. $ 4.4 million) in 1992 
from an unidentified source and 
deposited it into his son's account. 

Soong has said that the de
posit was made by a friend to 
help his son start a business, but 
the money was never used and 
was returned tothedonormonths 
ago. Soong's aides refused to 
reveal the donor's name. 

The scandal is the biggestchal
Jenge to his candidacy since the 
Nationalists kicked him out of 
the party last month for mount
ing an independent run and be
gan a series of vicious personal 
attacks. 

Macau gangs better behave, 
says incoming chief executive 

HONG KONG (AP)-Macau 's 
rival gangs had better behave 
themselves, otherwise their lives 
will be "very uncomfortable," the 
enclave's incoming chief execu
tive is quoted as saying in a 
newsmagazine appearing Mon
day. 

"Because they make the gov
ernment look bad. they make me 
look bad," a press release from 
Time magazine quote former 
banker Edmund Ho as saying. 

The Portuguese enclave that 
will switch over to mainland China 
at midnight on Dec. 20 will al-

ways have its rival gangs, known 
as ··triads," but the world will 
judge Macau "on its ability to 
tackle crime," Ho added. 

Ho said that Macau should di
versify its economy and reduce 
its dependence on gambling. 
Gangs are fighting for gambling 's 
dwindling profits. 

Following the handover to 
Beijing, Ma~au shou Id "seize all 
the opportunities we have as part 
of China" through greater inter
action with the inc~easingly in
dustrialized cities in southern 
China, Ho said. 

come and sec things for himself," 
said TaniaThenu. an Ambon resi
dent who was waiting outside the 
government building fora glimpse 
of Wahid. ··Hopefully, the central 
government can do something and 
help people reach reconciliarion ... 

Violence in Indonesia contin
ues following the downfall of au
thoritarian ex-President Suharto 
in May 1998. 

Suharto used military might to 
crush dissent during his 32 years 
in power. ln the end. though. he 
was forced to quit office after 
riots and student protests. 

Secessionists sentiments across 
the islands have increased sharply 
since East Timorbrokec1way from 
Indonesia. 

The military has been accused 
oforganizing and arming militias 
that went on a burning. looting 
and murdering rampage in East 
Timor after an Aug. 30 vote for 
independence. Hundreds of thou
sands of people were forced to 
flee their homes. 

Indonesian President Abdurrahman Wahid prays at Baiturrahman 
Mosque in the Presidential Palace in Jakarta Friday. He later played the 
role of peacemaker between warring Christians and Muslims, and 
visited the embattled province of Maluku Saturday. AP 

The violence continued until in
temational peacekeepers arrived on 
Sept. 20. Wahid. who has prom
ised democratic reform and an end 
to human rights abuses by the mili
tary. h:L\ launched a series of dia
logues to quell civil unrest. 

Family Violence 
Village Meetings 

C==========.mll============·== ~=· .. .,;;::.,,,,.,:::. Z· ·S.:·====I 

The Family Violence Task Force will be sponsoring village 
meetings to give the community an opportunity to share concerns, make 

suggestions, and learn more about family violence. 
Let us work together to protect our families and community. 

Village 

Chalan Kanoa 
Koblerville 
Dandan 
Kagman 
Tanapag 
Garapan 

Schedule of Village Meetings: 

Date 

1217199 
1217199 
12114199 
12/14199 
12/21/99 
12/21/99 

7-8p.m. 
7-8p.m. 
7-8 p.m. 
7-Bp.m. 
7-Sp.m. 
7-Sp.m. 

Location 

Karidat Youth Center 
Lot Next to the Koblerville Fire Station 
San Vicente Church Social Hall 
Kagman II Pavillion 
Tanapag Elementary School 
Kristo Rai Social Hall 

. ~\~\$ 
\\\~ * Why victims stay 

* Effects of Domestic Violence on Children 
* Available Services 
* Legal Information 

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE! 
For more information, please call any of the following: 

BlumelAda: 664-2355 
John Aguon: 664-4583 
Michelle Ras a: 322-7469 

Jenny Villagomez: 664-4550 

'/bis project is supported by Grant No. 1999-lfR-VX-0002 under the Rural Domeslic 
Violence and Child Victimization Enforcement Program received through a sub grant 

award from the Criminal Justice Pklnning Agency Supervisory Council. 
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According to report: 

US put nukes in Japan isles 
WASHINGTON,lReuters) -
The Pentagon kept nuclear weap
ons on Japanese soil after World 
War Two despite Tokyo's oppo
sition to the development or pres
ence of such arms, according to a 
report by a group of Ame7"ican 
scientists on Sunday. 

Ci ting an unnan;ed Japanese 
source, the Bulletin of the Atomic 
Scientists said the United States 
stored the weapons on Chichi 
Jima, some 500 miles southeast 
of the Japanese mainland. and I wo 
Jima, 760 miles south-southeast 
of Tokyo. 

"Japan may have had its prin
ciples, but the Pentagon had its 

nuclear war plans and it pushed 
the envelope as far as it could. 

'Non-nuclear Japan' was a sen
timent, not a reality," the report 
said. First published in December 
1945, the Bulletin was founded 
by the Atomic Scientists of Chi
cago to promote international co
operation and challenge the no
tion that more and bigger weap
ons enhanced national security. 

The article, posted on the 
publication's Web site, said the 
two islands became nuclear bases 
in the .1950s and that Chichi Jima 
continued to house warheads with 
their nuclear material until 1965. 

Actual nuclear weapons were 

pulled from I wo J ima at the end 
of 1959, it said. The authors of the 
report said they identified the two 
islands after lrnving incorrectly 
named Iceland as a nation where 
U.S. nuclear bombs were de
ployed between l 950 and l 977. 

They had relied on declassified 
U.S. documents that included a 
blacked-out list of locations in
cluding one that began with the 
letter "I" and another with the 
letter "C." 

The United States controlled 
Chichi Jima and lwo Jima under 
a bilateral security agreement until 
I 968, when they were returned to 
Japan. 

Defense chief: South Korea at 
fault over use of Agent Orange 

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 
- South Korea is solely re
sponsible for spraying toxic 
defoliant Agent Orange along 
its border with communist 
North Korea in the late 1960s, 
the south's defense chief said 
Sunday. 

But Koreans who fell ill af
ter exposure to the chemical 
may be able to sue American 
manufacturers for compensa
tion, Cho Sung-tae said. 

"In view of the past settle
ment of similar cases involv
ing the Vietnam War, it maybe 
necessary that victims exposed 
along the Korean border sue 
U.S. manufacturers,"Chosaid. 

South Korean officials have 
said 59,000 gallons of Agent 
Orange and two other defoli
ants were spread along the 
Korean border in l 968-69. At 
least 50,000 soldiers were in
volved in manual spraying, 
they said. 

The use of the chemicals 

along the Korean border was 
not known until a Seoul televi
sion station reported it in No
vember, citing declassified U.S. 
military documents. 

A South Korean veterans 
group has so far received 2,000 
cases of complaints from former 
soldiers who said they suffered 
health effects from the toxic 
chemicals. 

Cho said the U.S. military rec
ommended the use of Agent Or
ange and other defoliants to 
clear undergrowth along the 
Korean demilitarized zone with
out knowing their negative 
health effects. 

South Korea decided to use 
them because of North Korea's 
reliance on dense foliage along 
the border as cover to infiltrate 
armed agents, he said on a policy 
debate show on KBS-TV. "I 
think it's inappropriate to hold 
the U.S. responsible for it, be
cause the South Korean govern
ment ultimately decided to use 

the chemical," he said, 
The U.S. government has dis

avowed any legal responsibil
ity, saying the use of the chemi
cals was South Korea's deci
sion. Agent Orange contains 
dioxin, a substance that scien
tists say causes cancer, defor
mities and birth defects. 

A law that compensates Ko
rean veterans who suffered the 
effet;ts of Agent Orange· dur
ing the Vietnam War will be 
revised to compensate those 
exposed along the Korean bor
der as well, Cho said. 

About 320,000 South Kore
ans fought ln the Vietnam War 
- the largest foreign contingent 
after Americans. 

Korean veterans' groups es
timate that about 32,000 were 
exposed to Agent Orange. 

In an out-of-court settlement 
in 1984, Agent Orange manu
facturers paid Australian, Ca
nadian and New Zealand vet
erans, but not South Koreans. 

South Korean delegates confer each other prior to the staft of an executive board meeting of Korean 
Peninsula En~rgy Development Orqanization {KEDO) in Tokyo M_onday. The delegates from South Korea, 
European Union, Japan and the United States discussed the multinational project to provide two light-water 
reactors to North Korea. AP 

The authors say the caves on 
Chichi Jima and the Central Air 
Base on I wo J ima became "nuclear 
fallback positions should the So
viet Union invade or destroy the 
Japanese mainland." 

"The islands would serve as 
secret ·recovery and reload' 
bases for submarines and 
bombers, which after with
drawing to the islands, would 
go on to wage a new offen
sive," the report said. 

It said Japan's anti-nuclear 
policy was "already fully com
promised, in spirit if not in letter" 
when the then-Japanese Prime 
Minister Nobusuke Kishi stated 

in 1959 that Japan would neither 
develop nor al low nuclear weap
ons on its soil. 

In addition to the weapons on 
Chichi Jima and Iwo Jima, there 
were "an enormous and varied 
nuclear arsenal on Okinawa, 
nuclear bombs (sans their fissile 
cores) stored on the mainland at 
Misawa and ltazuki airbases ... 
and nuclear-armed U.S. Navy 
ships stationed in Sasebo and 
Yokosuka," the report said. 

"The Pentagon never com
manded nuclear storage rights on 
the main islands, and it had to 
withdraw nuclear weapons from 
Okinawa in 1972," it added. 

Store _employees wearing Santa Claus dress give cookies and candies 
to children as a part of sales promotion for Christmas holidays at 
downtown Seoul Sunday. AP 

Falun Gong not putting 
up base in Hong Kong 

HONG KONG, (Reuters) . 
Nearly 900 practitioners of 
China's banned spiritual move
ment Falun Gong packed a Hong 
Kong convention hall for a meet
ing on Sunday, but said they had 
no intention of using the southern 
Chinese territory as a base. 

Falun Gong, a mix ofBuddhisrn, 
Taoism, meditation and breath
ing exercises designed to harness 
inner energy and healing powers, 
has been branded an "evil cult" by 
Beijing which views it as a seri
ous threat to communist rule. 

China's Commissioner of For
eign Affairs in Hong Kong, Ma 
Yuzhen, told government radio 
on Sunday that Falun Gong prnc
titioners should not use I Ion<> 
Kong as a base. "' 

Ma said local Falun Gong mem
bers hud made it clear they in
tended to use it us a base when 
they brought in the followers from 
overseas to the territory. Beijing-

backed newspapers in the terri
tory have echoed the warnings. 

But Kan llung-chcung~ a 
spokesman for the group, said: 
"We've no intention to make 
llong Kong a base." 

China banned the popular 
movement in July after its mem
bers demanded official recogni
tion of their faith in a serie; of 
bold protests, including one 
which saw 10,000 followe;s sur
round the central lcadershiprom
pound in Beijing in April. 

Followers say that attempts to 
make contact with Chinese gov
ernment officials have beer~ re
buffed. 

In Hong Kong, which was 
promised a high degree of au
tonomy under the terms of 
Britain's return of the territory to 
China in 1997, the govemmem 
has said Falun Gong will be tol
erated as long as it re711ains within 
the law. 
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EUROPE 

ST ARYE ATAGI, Russia (AP) 
- While Russia's airstrikes on 
the Chechen capital Grozny re
mained suspended Sunday to al
low civilians to leave the battered 
city, the military accused rebels 
of using the lull to build fortifica
tions and plant mines in the city. 

Under intense international 
pressure to end its offensive in 
Chechnya, Russia backed off Sat
urday from an all-out assault on 
Grozny. The military said all 
airstri kes against the Chechen 
capital will be halted until mid
night on Sunday. 

"We know ... that the militants 
are blocking ( ci viii an) people 
from leaving the city," Russia's 
government representative in 
Chechnya, Deputy Prime Minis
ter Nikolai Koshman, said Satur
day, according to the ITAR-Tass 
news agency. Russian officials 
repeatedly accused Chechen 
rebels ofusing civilians as human 
shields. 

Koshman estimated that up to 
50,000 civilians remained in 
Grozny. Otherofficials cited num
bers several times lower. "We will 
not strike against a hurrian shield," 
Koshman said. 

Many of the remaining civil
ians appeared unable to leave be
cause they are old or infirm, and 

lack transport. Others did not 
know about the ultimatum to 
leave, according to refugees who 
did make it out of Grozny. 

Col. Gennady Alyokhin, a Rus
sian military spokesman, said Sun
day that rebel fighters were build
ing fortifications on strategic 
heights in Grozny outskirts, plant
ing mines in the city streets, and 
installing machine guns on build
ing roofs, preparing to rebuff a 
possible attack by Russian troops. 

But he also said that some rebel 
groups were fleeing Grozny for 
southern mountainous regions, 
where Russian troops have yet to 
venture. 

Senior Russian generals said 
the army would wait two to three 
weeks before trying to seize 
Grozny, according to Russian 
news reports. Russia planned to 
use commandos and other special 
forces troops to take the city, 
Koshman said, according to 
IT AR-Tass. 

Despite backing away from its 
threat of a massive assault on 
Grozny, the Kremlin said it has no 
intention of bowing to Western 
demands to moderate its campaign 
against Chechen militants in the 
breakaway province, and harshly 
criticized meddling in what Russia 
considers its internal affll,ir. 

Ex-German leader implicated 
in multi-rpillion dollar payoff 

Helmut Kohl 

MUNICH, Germany (AP) -
Fonner Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
was implicated Sunday by a 
French businessman in a payoff 
scheme involving millions of 
dollars. 

Andre Guelfi told Focus TV 
of Munich that his "Nobleplac" 
company in Liechtenstein had 
transferred some $44 million "to 
Gennan parties as a commis
sion" to promote the sale of the 
fonner East German oil com
pany Leuna to French oil com
pany Elf-Aquitaine. 

'Toe president of Elf explained 
to me that the money was there 
to distribute commissions, with 
the agreement of Kohl and 
(former French President 
Francois) Mitterrand," Guelfi 
said. 

Guelfi said the money was paid 
to break resistance in Germany 
to the Leuna purchase by the 
French company. Kohl spokes
man Michael Roik in Bonn de
nied his boss was aware, calling 
Guelfi 's information "false." 

"Neither then nor today did he 
(Kohl) know anything about that 
type of payments," Roik said. 
Focus TV said Guelfi was now 
expected to testify at a parlia
mentary hearing investigating 
Kohl following his admission last 

· month that some funds for his 
Christian Democratic party were 
kept in secret accounts. 

The latest implications come a 
day before Kohl's conservative 
Christian Democrats were to be
gin a so-called "little conven
tion," of party leaders in Berlin, 
who had been hoping to concen
trate on other themes. 

But the latest accusations, 
coupled with Kohl's admission 
on Nov. 30 that the party he 
headed for 25 years ran secret 
accounts, and investigation of a 
party representative being 
handed $530,000 in cash at a 
Swiss shopping center in 1991 
that was never reported for taxes, 
other themes at the meeting ap
pear minor. 

Friedhelm Julius Beucher, a 
member of Chancellor Gerhard 
Schroeder's center-left Social 
Democrats and of the committee 
investigating Kohl, said Guelfi 's 
information had given a "new 
quality" to the accusations. 

Thomas Goppel, the general 
secretary of the Christian Demo
crats' Bavarian sister party, the 
Christian Social Union, told 
Saarla.nd state radio that a speedy 
investigation of the money affair 
was needed, because it was dam
aging to all political parties in 
Germany. 

Grozny 

A column of vehicles with refugees fleeing from Chechnya stand at a checkpoint waiting to be allowed into 
lngushetia near Sleptsovskaya, southwest of Grozny, Saturday. The Russian military backed off Saturday 
from an a/I-out assault on the Chechen capital. AP 

WITH SINCERE APPRECIATION 
Extended to our relatives, friends, 
and acquintances from Saipan, 
Tinian, Rota, Guam and afar for all 
the kind words of sympathy and 
generous support offered to us 
during our time of sorrow in the 
loss of our most loving daughter. 

We appreciate your presence and 
prayers during the Daily Morning 
Mass (December 1-9, 1999) and 
most especially at the funeral 
services of our beloved daughter .. 

We are truly blessed and grateful 
to be recipients of your 
compassions generosity. You will 
always be remembered in our 
hearts and prayers. 

Un~~ Na Si 'l./u'ud. Ma'aJ.e 
qiHR,n J lf/-am,i./;,a, Silta 

Vanessa Lynn 
Palacios 
Sablan 
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Congress eyes smaller schools 
W ASH.INGTON (AP) -
Congress has decided that 
President Clinton's push for 
smaller class sizes is not 
enough - that America also 
needs to shrink many of its 
high schools. 

A provision in the $390 bil
lion, end-of-the-year budget bill 
sets aside $45 million for school 
districts to create programs and 
make physical .changes at large 
high schools so students attend
ing them have a more intimate 
experience. 

"Smaller is better," said 
Rep. Baron Hill, D-Ind., the 
program's author, who added 
that smaller spaces "create this 
feeling that kids know their 
teachers ... and that they feel 
connected again." 

Education Department offi
cials·say it will take months to 
set up the program. But as they 
envision it now, by the end of 
next year, school districts will 
be able to apply for grants to 
redesign space to create 
smaller "schools within 
schools." 

Districts also could use the 
money to experiment with dif-

. ferent schedules, research how 
other large schools create in
timate settings or start new 
programs such as "career 

academies" that put students 
in touch with career mentor.s. 

"We regard it as a very sig
nificant amount of money," 
said Mike Cohen, assistant 
secretary for elementary and 
secondary education at the 
Education Department. 

"It can focus the attention 
on educators all over the coun
try - it can help them think 
why it's important to create 
smaller high schools." 

More than one in l O of the 
nation's high schools have en
rollments of 1,500 or more, 
according to the National Cen
ter of Education Statistics. 

Hill and others believe that 
"learning communities" of 
600 students or fewer are 
ideal. Educators say large high 
schools can reduce safety, hurt 
student achievement and make 
students feel isolated. 

In Oregon's Salem-Keizer 
School District, where all five 
public high schools have more 
than 1,800 students, Kathleen 
Hanneman said problems 
range from crowded hallways 
to students with learning dif
ficulties not getting the help 
they need . 

"We 're spread thin in coun
seling," said Hanneman, di
rector of secondary education. 

Goru Pop/Gaby 

Rep. Brian Baird, D-Wash., a 
co-author of the legislation, 
said he went to a 500-student 
high school where almost ev
erybody knew each other. 
Joining sports teams and the 
band was a cinch. 

"A big school is an 
overmanned society, people 
are expendable," Baird said. 
"In a small school, you mat
ter." 

After the shooting last April 
at Columbine High School -
with an enrollment of nearly 
2,000 students - Baird said the 
first thing he thought of was 
the school's size. · 

He talked with a fellow 
Democratic freshman, Hill, 
who since January had been 
gathering research showing 
students in small schools per
form better. 

Just before Congress ad
journed for the year, Hill said 
he convinced Rep. David 
Obey, D-Wis., the ranking 
member of the House Appro
priations Committee, to insert 
a similar provision in the bud
get bill. 

"I didn't think there was any 
way I was going to get this 
passed the first time out," Hill 
said. "It was a surprise, but it 
was a good surprise." 

EXTEND OUR MOST SINCERE GRATITUDE AND PROFOUND 
APPRECIATION TO ALL OUR FAMILIES, RELATIVES AND FRIENDS FOR 
THE CONTINUOUS PHYSICAL AND SPIRITUAL SUPPORT DURING OUR 

TIME OF MOURNING, AND SORROW. YOUR KIND EXPRESSION OF 
SYMPATHY AND PERSONAL HELP EXTENDED TO US ON THE LOSS OF 
OUR BELOVED FATHER, GRANDFATHER, GREAT GRANDFATHER, AND 

BROTHER HAVE BEEN MOST COMFORTING AND TOUCHING. 
THANK YOU SINCERELY FOR SHARING IN OUR SORROW. 

YOUR PRESENCE AT THE NIGHTLY ROSARIES, FUNERAL MASS AND 
ON THE FINAL RESTING PLACE IS GREATLY APPRECIATED AND WILL 

ALWAYS BE REMEMBERED. 

ON THE FINAL DAY, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14, 1999. MASS WILL BE 
SAID AT 6:00 PM AT SAN VICENTE CHURCH. DINNER WILL BE SERVED 

AT THE SOCIAL HALL (BEHIND THE CHURCH). 

THE FAMILY 

Read wifll your child everyday. 

Vice President Al Gore speaks during a "Ask a Workin{J Woman" forum 
Friday in Waterloo, Iowa. Gore is in the state campaigning for his bid 
for the 2000 Democratic presidential nomination. AP 

Report: Columbine gunmen 
hoped to kill to be famous 

DENVER (AP) - In home vid
eos they recorded before their at
tack on Columbine High School, 
teen-age gunmen Eric Harris and 
Dylan Klebold said they hoped to 
kill hundreds in a bloodbath that 
would have Hollywood directors 
fighting over their story, Time 
magazine reports. 

Both also expressed regret that 
their parents would have to live 
with their murderous actions. On 
one tape Time reviewed for an 
article in the issue to hit news
stands Monday, Klebold said: "I 
hope we kill 250 of you." 

He said the moment of the at
tack would be the most "nerve
wracking of my life, after the bombs 
are set and we' re waiting to charge 
through the school. Seconds will 
be like hours. I can't wait." 

Time said authorities allowed a 
reporter access to five videos re
corded in the weeks before the 
April 20 massacre, in which the 
two seniors killed 12 students and 
a teacher at the Littleton school 
before committing suicide. 

While they showed little or no 
remorse toward their future vic
tims, both Harris and Klebold 
came close to apologizing to their 
parents in the videos, which were 
found in Harris' room after the 
shootings. 

"They 're going to be put 
through hell once we do this," 
Harris, 18, said at one point. He 
then addressed his parents di
rectly, saying, "There's nothing 
you guys could do about this." 

Klebold, 17, told his mother 
and father they were "great par
ents" and that he appreciated their 
teaching him "self-awareness, 
self-reliance." 

After the shootings, there was 

much public debate about 
whether the gunmen's parents, 
Wayne and Katherine Harris and 
Thomas and Susan Klebold, 
should be held responsible for 
their sons' actions. . 

Jefferson County District At
torney Dave Thomas told Time 
he has not ruled out charges 
against the parents but said. he 
lacks sufficeint evidence and is 
not sure it would do any good. 

"Could I really do anything to 
punish them any more?" Thomas 
asked. While the videos reinforce 
the idea that Harris and Klebold 
were motivated in part by a desire 
for what they saw as revenge, 
they also fill in details of the pic
ture of the suicidal plot as a per
ceived route to immortality. 

"Directors will be fighting over 
this story," Time quotes Klebold 
as saying in one video. He and 
Harris then discussed which di
rector could be trusted with the 
script, mentioning Steven 
Spielberg and Quentin Tarantino, 
the report said. 

The killers made their final tape 
on the morning of the massacre, 
Time reports. "It's a half-hour 
before Judgment Day," Klebold 
said into the camera. "I didn't like 
life very much. Just know I'm 
going to a better place than here." 

Harris added, "I know my mom 
and dad will be in shock and dis
belief. I can't help it." Klebold 
interrupted, saying, "It's what we 
had to do," and then they listed 
some favorite CDs and belong
ings they wanted to leave to 
friends. 

Then Klebold snapped his fin
gers, and Harris put in the last 
words. "That's it," he said. "Sorry. 
Goodbye." 

Toy Story 2 wins over 
Green Mile at box office 

LOS ANGELES, (Reuters) -
Controversy ruled at the week
end North American box office 
on Sunday as reigning champ 
"Toy Story 2" and the new Tom 
Hanks Death Row drama "The 
Green Mile" both claimed the 
top spot. 

Walt Disney Co estimated its 
"Toy Story 2" earned about 
$18. 7 million for the Friday-to
Sunday period, while Warner 
Bros. reported $18.6 million for 
"The Green Mile." However, 
WB distribution president Dan 
Fellman said he calculated a 
weekend gross for "Toy Story 
2" of about $17.6 million, and 
added that other studios had the 
animated film at between $17 .3 
million and $17. 9 million. 

!'This is very frustrating," he 
said. Final numbers will be is
sued Monday. The WB frustra-

OPA. o. 

Continued from page 3 

PSS relating to the takeover. 
LaMotte said these are obliga

tions arising from costs needed to 
complete the school project and 
secondly, valid costs in excess of 
the agreed budget to be trans
ferred by SNM. 

"But we do not anticipate any 
other potential liabilities for PSS, 
aside from the costs to complete 
the school project and any excess 
that SNM may ask PSS to pay. 

"PSS should note that any bill
ings from SNM for excess costs 
should not be accepted without 
first obtaining verification by an 
independent appraiser, as required 
by the MOU," the report said. 

A Memorandum of Under
standing (MOU) dated June 1996 
between SNM Corporation and 
the Rota leadership established 
that as a condition for the SNM's 
lease of public land for its Rota 
Resort, the lessee must take vol
untary cash or in-kind contribu
tion of not less than $4 million 
toward infrastructure projects on 
Rota. 

TheMOUalsoprovidedabreak 
down of project expenditure for 
the infrastructures and some $1.75 
million out of the $4 million. 

In March 1997, SNM and the 
Rota Leadership executed an 
amendment to the June 1996 
MOU which increased the 
Sinapalo School budget by $1.35 

House ... 
Continued from page 3 

bills)," said Benavente, assuring 
nevertheless that the House will 
"continue to act on any legisla
tion throughout the 11th Legisla
ture." 

The I l th Legislature closes in 
time for the inauguration of the 
12th one on January IO next year. 

"We will not sign it until after a 
few days before the inauguration," 
said Benavente. 

tion was compounded by the 
fact that, by any measure, "The 
Green Mile" performed exceed
ingly well. 

Its per screen average of 
$6,459 was the highest in the top 
!O(vs.$5,741 for"Toy Story2"). 
The film, based on a short story 
anthology by horrormeister 
Stephen King, revolves around 
the bond between a 1930s prison 
guard (Hanks) and a hulking 
Death Row convict (Michael 
Clarke Duncan) with supernatu
ral powers. 

A mouse called Mr. Jingles 
has a key supporting role: 
Fellman said exit interviews for 
the three-hour movie were the 
best in the studio's history, with 
97 percent of respondents rat
ing it excellent or very good. 

Womenmadeupabout56per
cent of the audience, and 70 

million, totaling construction bud
get to $3.1 million. · 

The first amendment failed to 
state justification for the increase 
in the school's construction cost, 
according to the OP A report. 

hi addition, theJune 1996MOU 
also established some conditions 
before SNM could be considered 
released from its public c9ntribu
tionrequirement: That a payment 
or delivery ·of the full $4 million 
public benefit contribution re
leases SNM from any obligation 
to pay or deliver the additional $2 
million. Deli\'.ery or payment of 
the $2 million shall be paid in full 
within seven years of the Legisla
tive approval of the 15-year ex
tension. 

The two conditions included the 
completion ofsu~h infrastructures 
as the Sinapalo School and the 
Rota Health Center, and the ac
.ceptance by the Rota Leadership, 
PSS and DPH, with any decision 
not to accept the projects to be 
based solely upon non-compli
ance with approved plans and 
specifications. 

OPA reported that any devia
tions by SNM from the contribu
tion requirement and approved 
plans would constitute an ad
equate basis for PSS and the Rota 
Leadership not to accept the 
school project and to require SNM 
to provide the additional $2 mil
lion contribution called for the 
second joint resolution. 

fu October 29, 1999, PSS and 
DPW announced an invitation for 
bids for the completion of the 

The House, for a second time in 
a row, failed to reach a quorum, 
FRiday, that would have enabled 
it to act on House Bill 11-496, 
which appropriates the $30 mil
lion interim financing obtained 
from Bank of Guam and its Cov
enant Section 702 counterpart 
amounting to $20.8 million for 
CIPs. 

The amount covers funding of 
$970,000 for a new high-rise fire 
engine and rescue equipment as 
the old one, which was procured 
in 1990 and is now idling at the 
Garapan fire station is already 

percent of the audience was aged 
over 25. 

The film was budgeted at just 
over $60 million. Martin 
Shaffer, president of the film's 
producer, Castle Rock Pictures, 
was philosophical about the stu
dio dispute. "I'd rather be No. 2 · 
the whole time and make more 
money than be No. I and do 
less," he said. 

"I think we 're in great shape." 
After only three days, Shaffer 
noted the film has passed the 
entire initial run of the last re
lease by "Green Mile" director 
Frank Darabont. His 1994 film, 
"The ShawshankRedemption," 
also based on a King prison yam, 
grossed about $18 million. Af
ter a reissue to capitalise on its 
seven Oscar nominations, 
"Shawshank" ended up with 
about $28 million, Shaffer said. 

Sinapalo Elementary School 
project. 

It appears that PSS and DPW 
have already taken over the 
project, OP A observed. 

Is it then in the best interest of 
the government to take over the 
project without the assuraIJ.ce that 
SNM has already complied with 
the public contribution provi
sions?, OPA raised. 

"OPA's review did not focus 
only on the determination of the 
possible obligations of PSS re
sulting from the takeover. 

"We believe that an analysis of 
whether SNM has complied with 
the terms of the resolutions and 
agreements is also in order," OP A 
said. 

An evaluation by an indepen
dent appraiser of the unfinished 
project is called for, especially 
when differences in some con
struction figures exist, OPA is 
suggesting. 

"We share PSS' s concerns that 
there should be a detennination 
of whether allocated funds for 
the school project were appropri
ately used, but feel that this is 
best addressed through an evalu
ation by an independent appraiser 
as required in Section 13 of the 
MOU. 

"Although our office may be 
considered independent, our tech
nical limitation in the area of con
struction prevents us from mak
ing a determination of whether 
SNM has really contributed $3. l 
million to the project," said 
LaMotte. 

broken. 
Also in the list of projects are 

-the following: 
* $ I .9 million for Rota airport 

runway sealant. 
* $! million for Tatachog pub

lic library. 
* $14.5 million for Kagman 

homestead water, power and 
sewerline projects. 

* $2 million to beautify 
Garapan's tourist area. 

* $1.2 million for anew public 
cemetery. 

* $3 million for the Marpi land
fill project. 

DMHSS ... 
Continued from page 3 

Gloria Cabrera, DMHSS ad
diction services manager, said for 
every individual in theCNMI who 
undergoes counselling for drug 
and alcohol abuse, there are about 
IO others who also need the same 
service. 

Attao ... 
Continued from page 3 

The vice speaker said that if his 
office found out that the allega
tions of Cepeda were true, "then I 
pity you and the individuals in 
this despicable scheme because I 
will bring down to you the full 
wrath of my office." 

Cepeda, in a letter dated Nov. 
12, 1999, resignedfromtheDivi
sion of Corrections. The Depaii
ment of Public Safety, particu
larly Ingram had previously been 
involved allegedly on a decision 
against him regarding a case the 
Civil Service Commission has 
reversed. 

Bellas • • • 
Continued from page 4 

inability to readily discern the 
depth of the pool. 

"If the plaintiff's injury results 
from the failure of the hotel to 
properly maintain the pool depth 
marks orto post a sign prohibiting 
diving into the pool, these are all 
acts of negligence attributable to 
the hotel not the tour agent," the 
judge stressed. 

Furuoka emphasized that his · 
theory of liability as to JTB is 
based not on the hotel's negli
gence but on the tour agent's own 

For every CNMI person who 
comes forward to admit gambling 
or poker machine addiction, there 
are at least five people out there 
who also suffer from the same 
vice, she added. 

Cabrera also said the number of 
individuals who come forward to 
undergo counselling and treat
ment for their drug, alcohol or 
gambling problems does not re
flect the actual number of people 
who need the division's services. 

Attao wrote Ingram expressing 
his interest on learning how the 
commissioner has handled 
Cepeda's suspension and the di
rection he took in overriding the 
decision made by the Civil Ser
vice Commission. 

Also, the vice speaker said he 
wants to receive and review docu-

. men ts relating to Cepeda' s trans
fer from police to being a correc
tions officer, and the latter's pro
test over his transfer. 

He said he also wants Ingram to 
furnish him documents on 
Cepeda' s concern about the heal th 
of fellow officers and prisoners 
which he allegedly managed to 
substantiate through medical 
records. 

negligence in booking him into a 
hotel which does not comply with 
a local law dealing with pool 
safety. 

Bellas said Furuoka's injury 
did not result from the hotel's 
failure to comply with a statute, 
but with his faulty determination 
that the pool was deeper than it 
was. 

Bellas said plaintiff was capable 
of making such a faulty decision 
even in the presence of a life
guard. 

"Therefore, while the violation 
of the statute may be negligence 
per se, as to the hotel, it was not 
the proximate cause of the 
plaintiff's injury," he said. 
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Employment Wanted 

·lliMilt 
· • .. Job Vacancy· 

Announcement 

PUBLIC .NOTICE 
All interested resident workers are 

urged to register at the 
Dept. of Labor & Immigration, 

Division of Employment SeNices for 
the job/s being advertised in which 

you are qualified and available. 
For further assistance, 

please coll Alfred A. Pangelinan al 
Tel. 664-2078. 

01 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:S3.05 per 
hour 
01 BUILDING MAINTENANCE RE
PAIRER-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
Contact: JOSE B. AVILA dba Allied Ent. 
Tel. 288-1086(12/14)T33671 

10 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: EUROTEX SPN. INC. Tel. 234-
5277(12/21 )T82058 

01 MACHINE REPAIRER, MAINTE
NANCE-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
01 GENERAL MANAGER-Sal-
ary:SB00.00 per month 
Contact: SAi PANE TOURS dba Saipan 
E Tours Tel. 235-8815(12/21)T82056 

01 (SERVICE CUSTOMER) MAN
AGER-Salary:S9.62 per hour 
Contact: 3-H CORPORATION dba Tapo 
Shopping Tel. 234-2500(12/21 )T33766 

04 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05-4.00 per 
hour 
Contact: NIPPON GENERAL TRADING 
CORPORATION dba Country House 
Restaurant Tel. 233-8223(12/ 
21)T33770 

01 AUTO MECHANIC-Salary:$3.50 per 
hour 
Contact: CEM MANAGEMENT SER
VICES INC. dba Rajamsbelle Auto Parts 
& Service Tel. 235-8656(12/21)T33772 

03 MACHINE REPAIRER, MAINTE
NANCE-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
01 GENERAL MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$800.00 per month 
Contact: ETOURS, INC. dba Saipan E 
Tours Tel. 235-8815(12/21)T33774 

04 MARKER-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
07 CUTIER, MACHINE-Salary:$3.05 
per hour 
01 ASSEMBLER-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
03 QUALITY CONTROL CHECKER
Salary:S3.05 per hour 
03 BUTIONHOLE MACHINE OPERA
TOR-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
55 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR
Salary:S3.05 per hour 
01 ADMINISTRATIVEASSISTANT-Sal
ary:S3.05 per hour 
Contact: EXPRESS MANUFACTUR
ING, INC. Tel. 322-6742(12/21)T33768 

01 COOK (WESTERN)-Salary:$3.05-
4.15 per hour 
Contact: SAIPAN HOTEL CORPORA
TION dba Hafadai Beach Hotel Tel. 234-
6495(12/21 )T82044 

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$800.00-
1, 175.00 per month 
Contact: RITA C. CABRERA dba 
Cabrera Center Tel. 235-9898(12/ 
21)T33761 

01 MAINTENANCE ELECTRICIAN
Salary:S1 ,200.00-1,400.00 per month 
Contact: J.C.A. INC. dba McDonald's of 
Saipan Tel. 235-9761(12/31)T82161 

02 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR
Salary:S3.05-4.00 per hour 
Contact: SHINTANI MANGLONA 
CORPORATION Tel. 532-0316(12/ 
29)T33849 
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02 WASHING MACHINE OPERATOR
Salary: S3.05 per hour 
01 WELDER-Salary: $3.05 per hour 
Contact: HIP SHING (SAIPAN) Tel. 322-
8989 

02 BEAUTICIAN-Salary:$3.35-3.60 per 
hour 
Contact: STANLEY C. & JUAN NET G. 
TORRES dba Juanny's Beauty Salon 
Tel. 288-7686 33604 

04 FISHERMEN-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
Contact: RAY FALCON dba D&C Fish 
Market Tel. 235-1535(12/14)T33675 

01 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:$3.50 per 
hour 
Contact: MARIANAS PARAMOUNT 
CORP. Tel. 233-4030(12/14)T33664 

01 ELECTRICIAN BUILDING-Sal
ary:$3.05-3.50 per hour 
01 ELECTRICIAN BUILDING-Sal
ary:$3.05-3.50 per hour 
Contact: NIIZEKI INTERNATIONAL 
SAIPAN CO., LTD. Tel. 234-5050(12/ 
14)T81907 

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:S4.00 per 
hour 
Plus S100.00 housing allowance. 
Contact: BLT AMUSEMENT INC. dba 
Fun Zone Tel. 322-4577(12/14)T33669 

01 SINGER-Salary:$4.50 per hour 
Contact: FELIPE Q. MAHINAY dba 
Mahinay Production & Promotion Tel. 
235-9517(12/14)T33670 

01 CAMERA OPERATOR-Salary:$3.50 
per hour 
Contact: MARIANA SPORT CLUB, INC. 
dba M.S.C. Tel. 233-0670(12/ 
14)T33663 

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal
ary:$3.50 per hour 
Contact: MICRONESIAN INVEST
MENT INT'L. dba Marianas Postal Ser
vices Tel. 234-8491(12/14)T33665 

01 COOK-Salary:S3.20 per hour 
Plus S50.00 housing allowance. 
Contact: ROWENA L. O'CONNOR dba 
K's Dimsum & Noodle House Tel. 234-
3307(12/14)T81895 

01 BLDG. MAINTENANCE (HELPER) 
REPAIR-Salary:S3.05-3.50 per hour 
Contact: YCO CORPORATION dba 
YCO Servistar Hardware/Liberty Plaza/ 
YCO Construction Tel. 233-3112(12/ 
21)T82045 

01 AUTO MECHANIC-Salary:$3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: WONS CORPORATION dba 
Wen's Auto Repair Shop Tel. 234-
3429( 12/21 ) T33760 

01 PLUMBER-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: NORTH PACIFIC ENT., INC. 
Tel. 233-3990(12/21 )T33759 

02 WAITRESS-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
01 (GENERAL) MAINTENANCE RE
PAIR-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal
ary:S3.05 per hour 
01 BARTENDER-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: M.R. PHILLIPS ENT. dba USP 
Club Tel. 234-1984(12/21)T33757 

01 BUILDING MAINTENANCE RE
PAIR-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: JOSEPH T. TORRES dba 
Courtney's Plaza Tel. 235-1662(12/ 
21)T33755 

02 MASSEIJSE-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: STERLING CORPORATION 
dba Dynamic Massage Tel. 233-
7766(12/21)T33756 

01 MANAGER, ASSISTANT-Sal
ary:S3.05 per hour 
01 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: YANG HONG DEVELOP
MENT CO., LTD. Tel. 235-3807(12/ 
21)T33753 

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal
ary:S3.05 per hour 
01 OPERATOR (OXYGEN/ACETY
LENE MACHINE)-Salary:$3.20 per hour 
Contact: GAUDENCIO C. MACALi NAO 
dba Unity Trade Services, Inc. Tel. 322-
7461 (12/21)T82041 
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01 GAMEROOM ATTENDANT-
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASST.-
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: ANTHONY CAMACHO dba Bic 
and Chai Gameroom Tel. 323-735(12/ 
29)T33835 

01 AUTO-BODY REPAIRER-
Salary:$3.05-3.20 per hour 
01 AUTO-PAINTER-Salary:$3.05-3.20 
per hour 
01 AUTO-MECHANIC-Salary:$3.05-
3.35 per hour 
Contact: PHILIPPINE EAGLE 
CORPORATION dba Philippine Eagle 
Auto Repair Shop Tel. 288-0928(12/ 
29)T33845 

01 FIELD SERVICE ENGINEER
Salary:S700.00-950.00 per month 
01 COMPUTER PROGRAMMER
Salary:S 1, 700.00-2, 150.00 per month 
Contact: SAIPAN COMPUTER 
SERVICES, INC. Tel. 234-9110(12/ 
29)T33846 

01 CUSTOMER COMPLAINT CLERK
Salary:$3.50-6.50 per hour 
High school graduate. 
Housing allowance $425.00 per month. 
Contact: DFS SAIPAN LIMITED Tel. 
234-6615(12/29JT82159 

02 BOWLING PIN MECHANIC
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
01 BOWLING PIN MECHANIC 
(SUPERVISOR)-Salary:$800.00 per 
month 
Contact: CAPITAL ENTERPRISES 
CORP. dba Caprtal Bowling Center Tel. 
23-7820(12/29)T33839 

02 HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHANIC
Salary:$3.05-4.50 per hour 
04 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR
Salary:$3.05-4.20 per hour 
03 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05-3.70 per 
hour 
01 MECHANICAL ENGINEER-
Salary:$3.50-4-20 per hour 
01 LATHE OPERATOR-Salary:$3.05-
3.50 per hour 
01 SECURITY GUARD-Salary:$3.05-
3.30 per hour 
Contact: WESTERN EQUIPMENT, INC. 
Tel. 322-9228(12/29)T82157 

AVON~ 
20%-50% OFF 
Tessie's comer, Oleai, San Jose 

234-5224 

1 Studio Type for rent $350.00/month 

3 Bedroom for rent $600.00/month 

Fully Furnished, A/C, Parking 
Are&, Laundry Facilities 
Located at China Town 

For more information call: 
Tel. 233-B728/287-8728 

FIVE (5) BEDROOMS, 
TWO BATHROOMS WITH 

GARAGEAND 
FOUR (4) BEDROOMS, 

TWO BATHROOMS WITH 
GARAGE, LARGE YARD CLOSE 

TO THE OCEAN AT LOWER ASTEO 
ARE AVAILABLE FOR RENT. 

PLEASE LEAVE YOUR NAME AND 
TELEPHONE NUMBER AT 
TELEPHONE NO. 235-1839 

DEADLINE: 12:00 noon the day prior to publication 

NOTE: If some reason your advertise~ent is incor:rect. cal\ us 
immediately to make the nec:essary corrections. The Ma~anos Vanety 
News and Views is responsible only for one incorrect insertion. We 
reserve the right to edit, refuse, reject or cancel any ad at any time. 

Saipan 
International 

School 
a non-profit corporation 

ELEMENTARY POSITION AVAILABLE 
FORA 

U.S. CERTIFIED ELEMENTARY TEACHER 
We are also accepting applications for Substitute Teachers 

Class size 17 or less, 
Mullinational students 

Please call (670) 288-9660 ask for Mili 

SALE 

1997 MVP MAZDA VAN excellent condition • $14,000 or best offer 

COMPUTER HARD DRIVE: 2 years old, Micron Millennia Lxe pentium 
windows 95, floppy discs and hard drive 

HEWLETT PACKARD PRINTER (Ueskjet820 Cse Pro) 

AKC GERMAN SHEPARD from HAWAII 3 years old guard 
and obedience trained great fanu1y pet, gentle with kids can live indoors or outdoors 

CALL: 233-1377 

2 .. 3 & 4 BEDROOM HOUSE 
1 & 2 BEDROOM APARTMENT 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL: TEL # 322-3366/5558 FAX: 322-3888 

. SPECTAC.ULAR VIEWS 
House Lots for Lease • 1,500 sq. m. lots •. 
Mt. Tapuchao • View Managaha Islands • . 

Road Access • Electricity • Water 
• Payment Accepted • 54.95 year lease 

Please call Lisa at Tet 234-5684 

WANTED. 
TRAINER of OBEDIENCE for 

GERMAN SHEPHERD 
Please Contact: 234-6900 
Sonia (1 :OOPM-11 :OOPM) 

(3) Bedroom, (1) Guest Room 
(2) Baths, Huge Outside Kitchen 

with three (3) Car Garage, 
Fenced Compound very safe! 

Asking Price $1,200.00 
Negotiable! 

Must see to appreciate! 
Call: Tony at 323-7326 

IN THE SUPERIOR co[;lrrOFTIIE 
COMMONWEALTH OFTllE NORTHERN 

MARIAr-;A ISLANDS 

KfM. MAENG KEUN. ,1 al.. 
Plaintiff. 
VS. 

ROIi. IlYUNG MOON and CllliNG. 
IIYE SOOK. 
Di.:frndanl'... 
Civil Action No. 09-40-t.,\ 

SUMMONS HY l'Ullt.!CATto~ 

TO DEH:NDANTS ROIi. IIYUNG MOON :mu 
CllUNG. IIYE SOOK: 

YOU 1\RE HEREBY SUMMONED and 110-

1ifi~d tn file <l!l}' amwcr ynu wi~h 10 make to tl1c 
plaintiff's rnmplainl. a rnry of whkh \\ a~ served 
on. ami lllil) be ohtaim:d from. the Attorney Cien
cral rursuant tn 7 CMC ~ 11 lll(:it. 11i1hiu 1l1irt) ()) I 
day~ after the f1n1rtl1 puhliralion ofthb Sumnw11,. 
amt 111 di..:liver or mail a cop) of yt1ur answl'r IO 

REYNAI.IJD 0. Y,\NA. th< plai111ilf, :ntom,,. 
whosc .iddn:s~ is Posl Ortkc Bu~ 500052 CK. 
Saipan. MP 96950-0Wi2. as soun ;1o.; pr.irticalik· 
afler Ii ling your an~wer or o.;emlin~ it 10 tlw Cll'r~ 
of Coun for rili11!!. 

Yourano.;wl'ro.;i11111ld be in writin!! :md l'ill'LI 1\ith 
the Ckr~ of thi.., C"nun <II Su..,u1~.'saipan. 11 lllil) 
be prepared and .'li~11cd for }1111r hJ }11ur nmn\d 
anJ sent to the Cler~ ni"ll1is Coun h\· 111c,sl'11t!l'r Llf 
mail. 11 is not ncrcs\ary liir )1lll tn i1ppcar p~r,on
allv until further notil'l'. 

APARTMENT FOR RENT 
Quiet Two (2) Bedrooms • Swimming Pool Tennis Court 

· ,r yuu fail 10 ill\'iWl'T in Lll'rnnLmn· \\l\ll thi.., 
Sumrmm..,. jud~ment hy lkfault ma~ lil' !;1hl'n 
agai11s1 you f11Tthe relief dc111,u1dl'd in tlll' pliiinti!T', 
rn111pl,1int. 

H) order ut' the ahmi: Courl 

~ij~MilWJ~tl ,'\.:lkpttl) Cb~ n(Coun 
Su~rior Coun 
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EEK & MEEK® by Howie Schneider 

PEANUTS® by Charles M. Schulz 
THAT WAS EMILY AT THE DANCE 
5TUD10 .. SHE SA'(S SHE LIKE5 TO o 
DANCE WITH ME BECAUSE I ~ 
DANCE LIKE FRED A5TAIRE .. 

Born today, you are a light-hearted 
and energetic individual. Unlike 
so many born under your sign, 
you seem to know just how to 
keep life's ghosts, goblins, and 
demons at bay. This can make 
you the envy of many other Sag
ittarius natives! Even if you do 
have your share of shadows to 
contend with, you have a knack 
for overcoming them when you 
need to, and for making the darker 
aspects of your own character 
work for you. You 're not going to 
let them stand in your way at any 
time! You have a vivid sense of 
humor, and this may prove to be 
your ticket to fame and fortune. 

It is the personal rather than 
the professional that is most im
portant to you, and this is cer
tainly true at home where fam
ily remains paramount at all 
times. You are not the kind to 
neglect the needs of your own . 
relatives, A blood relative can 
always count on you to be there. 

Also born on this date are: 
John Davidson, actor; Christo
pher Plummer, actor; Dick Van 
Dyke, actor; Mary Todd Lin
coln, U.S. first lady. 

To see what is in store for you 
tomorrow, find your birthday 
and read the.corresponding para
graph. Let your birthday star be 
your daily guide_ 

YOU'RE LOOKING IN T~E 
CLA551f='IED ADS i=-oR A 
NEW GIRL TO 
DATE? W~AT 
ABOUT SHEl<YL? 

WEDNESDAY, DECEM
BER14 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) - A conflict of inter
est may develop today which 
drives a wedge between friends. 
It's up to you to ease tensions 
and work for a compromise. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19) - It will fall to you to take 
care of certain family issues that 
are up in the air today. What 
happens can not be avoided. 

AQUARIUS (ian. 20-Feb. 
18)- Now is not the time to be 
uncertain or wishy-washy. Take 
a stand - even if you have to 
adopt a slightly new point of 
view in order to do so. 

PISCES (Feb.19-March 20) 
- Today is the day to make 
those changes you've been con
sidering for so long. You can 
count on friends and family to 
be right by your side. 

ARIES (March21-April 19) 
- You may be unusually tem
peramental today, and some may 
overreact to your behavior at 
this time. Do what you can to 
remain calm, predictable. 

TAURUS (April20-May20) 
- You're in no mood to be 
treated in a casual or flip man
ner today. When you 're of
fended in any way, you 're sure 
to answer back. 

FRED ASTAIRE OR. 
FRED FLINTSTONE? 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
- Your own personal habits 
may come under some scrutiny 
today, as you come down from 
a peak of excitement and take 
yourself a little too seriously. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
-It's important for you to know 
just exactly what you 're getting 
into today. If it's in the cards, it 
will happen, but you've got to 
do your part. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -
Keep track of your own thoughts 
and moods today. Do what you 
can to avoid sinking into a de
pression without cause. Keep 
looking forward! 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
-Offer advice today only when 
itis solicited, lest you find your
self unwelcome even in the com
pany of your friends. Listen 
before speaking. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 22)
Take a chance today and put a 
little money toward a project 
which, though uncertain, could 
bring you hefty gains in time. 
Don't overdo it! 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
- You can secure your future 
today by accepting an offer 
that comes out of the blue. A 
new family arrangement may 
have to be made rather 
quickly. 

BUT S~E'S JUST 
A LITTLE TOO 

'POSSESSIVE! 

·- ____ B.REAKTHE _CHAINSJiHA lcSlNO_:V.OIJ!'f-iND-·REAt-l.:O\LE--WIT~ASSlf.lE--D~A:Ok---1 

II CROSSWORD PUZZLER I 
ACROSS 

1 Affection 
5 TV hast 

Martindale 
9 ls able to 

12 Wild goat 
13 A Chaplin 
14 Summer 

drink 
15 "Seinfeld," 

for one 
17 "Blackboard 

Jungle" auth. 
18 - Tin Tin 
19 Cooled 
21 Actor Nick -
23 Destinies 
27 Math term 
28 Fairy in "The 

Tempest" 
29 Roman 104 
31 Pester 
34 Eastwood ID 
35 Father 
37 Gratuity 
39 Negative 
40 Drag 
42 Female ruff 
44 - butter 

46 "Dinner
Eight" 

48 Spiritually 
symbolic 

50 Order 
53 Radiate 
54 Malde-
55 Vowel 

sequence 
57 Among 
61'Sue-

Langdon 
62 Mil. deserter 
64 Ireland 
65 - sequitur 
66 Bay at the 

moon 
67 -estate 

DOWN 

1 Fleur-de- -
2 Kimono sash 
3 Horse doctor, 

for short 
4 Stirred up 
5 Females 
6 Maiden loved 

by Zeus 
7 Opp. of SSW 
8 Madeline-

Answer to Previous Puzzle 

1-9 © 1998 United Feature Syndicate 

of "Cosby" 
9 Comedian 

George-
10 Mine 

entrance 
11 Hawaiian bird 
16 Of the eyes 
20 Winter mo. 

22 - art 
23 Datum 
24 Cookie with 

the creamy 
center 

25 Smallest St. 
26 Perch 
30 Prey 
32 Wild ox 
33 Score 
36 Not a Rep. 
38 "Lilies of the 

Field" Oscar 
winner 

41 A Beatty 
43 Sight organ 
45 Calloway ID 
47 Tantalum 

symbol 
49 Undersized 
50 "--and a 

Woman" 
51 Attorney 

General 
· Janet-

52 Slangy 
affirmative 

56-Jima 
58 Expire 
59 Sp. woman 
60-Aviv 
63 Expression of 

pain 

.... dS~ FIND THE WORDS. THE NAMES 

... P\!)W '""OF THE PICTURE CLUES ARE 
HIDDEN IN THE SQUARE. CIRCLE EACH WORD, GOING ACROSS, 
DOWN OR DIAGONALLY. 

SMOUSE 
SEC RAB 
H 8 A 8 AT 
A ICLDH 
RRADOG 
KDTBEE 

0 1999 Un~cx:l Fcaillrc Synt1cato. Inc. 7 /.L. 
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tJ,f arianas 'Variet~~ 
"'lf ou ecu,r, Qei 'Jf.J/,ai 'l/ GU 'Jf./a,nj" 
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Cubs ... 
Continued from page 28 

Boston. 
"I know we 're a heck of a lot 

better than when I got on the plane 
in Chicago," general manager Ed 
Lynch said. 

Said new manager Don Baylor: 
"If you look at the Chicago Cubs, 
it became Sammy Sosa's Cubs, 
where guys expected home runs, 
not wins." 

The Philadelphia Phillies, need
ing a starter while Curt Schilling 
recovers from surgery, got Chris 
Brock from San Francisco for 
backup catcher Bobby Estalella. 
Also, Baltimore sent reserve in
fielder Jeff Reboulet to Kansas 
City for a player to be named. 

Late Saturday night, the Mets 
signed free agent Todd Zeile to 
fill the vacancy at first base left by 
John Olerud's departure. 

But the Mets, who got reliever 
Jesse Orosco from Baltimore on 
Friday, also were talking about 
blockbuster-caliber trades. 

Having met with Seattle on 
Saturday about Griffey, they also 

Cohen's . .. 
Continued from page 1 

we are not ever going to see this 
government say, 'We are going to 
place a restriction on hiring non
resident workers.' That is an im
possibility," said Benavente, in 
an interview with reporters. 

"I feel that the most important 
thing to do is to continue to do 
what we are doing right now, 
which is working on reforms and 
continue to convince ... members 
of Congress who are still open
minded about our ability to con
trol our own immigration as well 
as ability to set own minimum 
wage," Benavente added. 

Benavente said Cohen's report, 
the release of which, he said, may 
have been delayed by federal 
bureacratic red tape, noting that 
takeover legislation has been in
troduced at the U.S. Senate months 
before it came. 

Manglona. 
Continued from page 1 

Sept. l 3 to charges in the infor
mation that carry a maximum pen
alty of 20 years' imprisonment 
and a fine of not more than 
$500,000. 

Perez, on behalf of Manglona, 
raised some issues on why the 
matter was categorized as brib
ery, whether or not the several 
payments were forone large bribe 
or several bribes, whether one 
count was related in substantial 
interference with the administra
tion of justice, and the defendant's 
role in juror tampering. 

The judge, however, denied all 
the issues and described the 
defendant's arguments as either 
irrelevant or nonsense. 

'This is a public official who 
corruptly solicited bribes .... they 
(payments) were kickbacks ... he 
was under oath when he entered 
this plea," said Munson, adding 
that the defendant "managed, su
pervised" James Manglona in at-

- . ·-· ' ... '. . . 

considered sending pitchers 
Armando Benitez and Octavio 
Dotel and outfielder Roger 
Cedeno to Cleveland foroutfielder 
Ramirez, who led the majors with 
165 RBIs. 

"We have several larger deals 
that we're still thinking about and 
contemplating," Mets GM Steve 
Phillips said. "For the most part, 
you know what it will be, but 
nobody's got to the point where 
they have the courage to say, 
'Let's do it."' 

Offered Cleveland GM John 
Hart: "Manny wants to be an In
dian. He's made that clear. We 
like Manny very much." 

Zeile, 34, agreed to a three-year 
contract worth $18 million. He 
hit .293 with 24 home runs and 98 
RBIs as Texas third baseman, and 
looked forward to moving across 
the diamond and joining the Mets. 

"The fact is I have always 
wanted the opportunity to play in · 
New York City," said Zeile, 
present at the hotel where the an
nouncement was made. 

Hours earlier, Zeile spent time 
in the Rangers' suite and was close 
to re-signing with them. 

"I thought we had him," gen-

"This report came months late 
after Sens. (Frank H.) Murkowski 
and (Daniel) Akaka introduced 
legislation (S. 1052). 

"As a matter of fact, more le
nient legislation (Murkowski 's 
and Akaka's) consider only im
migration (matters). This particu
lar report includes minimum 
wage. I am still confident that 
( our) friends in Washingtori (D.C.) 
will (remain) against (moves for) 
takeover of (local) immigration 
(control)," said Benavente. 

Cohen, in his report, said he has 
given the local government time 
to institute reforms, saying he 
"deferred making any recommen
dations" after the consulations in 
the hope that "abuses would be 
adequately addressed and legis
lation would be unnecessary." 

"Unfortunately," he said, "re
form efforts have not continued." 

But Benavente maintained 
Cohen "told us already what was 
in his report immediately after the 
talks," the content of which "was 

tempting to influence a grand ju
ror. 

Seely recommended to impose 
against Manglona the two-year 
jail term, S l 5,000 restitution, and 
$60,000 fine. 

Seely noted that Manglona 
immediately cooperated with 
the investigators and provided 
information against another 
friend who was charged and 
pleaded guilty to a mail fraud 
case. 

Perez asked for a more le
nient punishment considering 
that his client cooperated with 
the investigators, admitted his 
mistakes, has IO children, has 
health problems, helped a lot of 
people, among other things. 

Before the sentence was an
nounced, the 53-year-old 
Manglona in tears said what he 
did was wrong and he took re
sponsibility for his actions. 

"My crime affected my fam
ily. I make them suffer. I shall 
never do this again because of 
the suffering to my family .... ) 
take responsibility for what I 

. ... -. .... .. . . . . 

era! manager Doug Melvin said. 
Now, Texas is thinking about 

Fernandez to play third base. 
Finley's name was prominent, 

too. Cut loose by Anaheim, the 
free agent pitcher is attracting in
terest from Cleveland, Seattle, 
Baltimore and Boston. 

The New York Yankees could 
pursue Finley, provided they work 
out a trade for Irabu. Though the 
Yankees were staying away from 
these meetings, they were talking 
to Cincinnati by phone about a 
deal for lrabu, their No. 5 starter. 

The Reds, who broke off trade 
talks with Seattle for Griffey, also 
were going after Arizona's Travis 
Lee. And there were rumors about 
a multi-team trade, possibly in
volving Montreal, Milwaukee and 
Colorado. 

Arizona locked up Tony 
Womack, the NL stolen base 
leader for three straight seasons, 
with a $17 million, four-year con
tract. 

Womack, 30, stole 72 bases last 
season as the Diamondbacks' 
leadoff man. Moved from second 
base to right field by Arizona in 
1999, he's shifting to shortstop 
for 2000. 

the same thing that he said when 
left the talks." 

"It (Cohen's report) is not a 
surprise. We knew it from the 
very beginning, even before we 
had the talks, that they are push
ing for takeover that's what the 
president of the United States 
wants," said Benavente. 

Benavente said he does not think 
a new round of 902 consultations 
is necessary. 

"We will continue to do what 
we are doing which is to improve 
ability to enforce our own laws 
and continue with the reforms," 
he said. 

Cohen's report calls for a re
newed effort to phase in federal 
labor and immigration laws and 
enact legislation to ensure that 
trade laws are not misused. 

The federal government has 
long raised concerns about the 
CNMI's "dependence" on "inden
tured" foreign labor saying such 
runs counter to the ideals it is 
upholding. 

did. I learned my lessons," he 
said. 

Manglona said his sentence 
should set an example to deter 
other public officials from com
mitting such crimes. 

"I'm so sorry for my 
family ... to thepeopleofTinian," 
he added. 

Most of the time during the 
hearing, Manglona was ob
served covering his eyes with 
his hands. Some family mem
bers and relatives sobbed. 

Court papers said Manglona, 
while Tinian mayor accepted in 
1996 several payments totalling 
$14,500 from Sablan Construc
tion Co., Ltd. "with the intent to 
be influenced and rewarded in 
connection with a series of busi
ness deal of the Mayor's Office." 

From May to Aug. 25 this 
year, documents stated, 
Manglona "endeavored to in
fluence and intimidate a grand 
juror to reveal matters of the 
grand jury to vote for a no bill of 
any proposed indictment of the 
defendant." 

BANMI ... 
Continued from page 28 

Mesa, Mona Palacios, Jovie 
Omar, Rose Pangelinan, Joe 
Pangelinan, Ray Basa, Dave 

Demapan, Ana Teregeyo and 
Bertha C. Tudela. 

Adoption of BANMI Sports 
Information Officer was also 
agreed by a majority vote by the 
board. 

SEDA. . . Continued from page 28 

continued support from Marpac," and also our dart locations such as, 
Buds Bar, Round 2, Figueroa's, Don's Sports Bar, Len's Bar, Oleai 
Beach Bar, Q'sBillards, Lite House, andRitzy'sCafe. We welcome our 
new location at Arizona Sports Bar in Susupe. 

As we gear up for another great season, we encourage all team 
captain's to submit the new sign up forms to the office of Pacific . 
Amusement in Garapan as soon as possible. 

If you have any questions, please call Gary at 233-4397 for more 
info. We would like to get the new season started by the middle of 
Jan. 2000. 

Gymiess . .. Continued from page 28 

match set 15 to 4. 
In the third set, DX found theirrhythm and determination by scunking 

the Jammers 9 to 0. 
At the beginning of the fourth and final set, the Jammers were leading 

in total points 30 to 25. 
The DX took the lead at 3 to O in the fourth set and seemed to be in 

control, when time expired and the game ended with DX 3 points shy 
of a victory. 

HANMI. Continued from page 1 
• • ~~~~~~--'--'=----

1998, the lowest ever in a period of seven years. During prior years, 
occupancy would average from 73.49 percent to 85.57 percent. 

HANMI is a professional association made up of the 20 leading hotels 
representing over 3,400 rooms in the CNMI. It aims to support and 
encourage cooperation among member-hotels by providing a forum for 
sharing ideas on issues of common concern. 

GOP. .. 
Continued from page 1 

turn call. 
Fitial has allegedly been asking 

the two to reconsider their en
dorsement of Hofschneider. 

Hofschneider has been earlier 
endorsed by a 10-membercaucus 
out of the 12 incoming GOP House 
members. The House has a total 
of 18 seats. 

"We are now looking at two 
(party members) possibly break
ing away. There are forces that 
are in the way right now," said 
Benavente. 

"We do have a Republican ad
ministration. We hope to work 
with the governor as well as the 
Republican party to support Rep. 
Hofschneider, to give 
Hofschneider the speakership," 
said Benavente. 

He said the Republican party 
will seek Gov. Tenorio's as
sistance "to keep the mem
bers united." Tenorio is Re
publican. 

Camacho said Hofschneider 
"still stands for speakership." 

"He still has the endorsement. 
Heinz (Hofschneider) still holds 
the majority (vote). But hopefully 
thatstaysuntil(the)Jan. lO(inau
guration day)," said Camacho, 
implying that Mendiola and 
Palacios are still sticking on to 
their endorsement. 

"I would be disappointed if 
some of the Republicans are plan
ning to defect. I hope they main
tain (their position). As chairman 
of the Republican party, I hope 
none of the (members) who won 
the election defects ... ," Camacho 
added. 

Camacho also said that Filial 
should have openly discussed his 

House plans last month when the 
Republicans held a caucus during 
which endorsement for 
Hofschneider was officially 
reached. 

"It was open for everybody. 
That was his (Fitial's) chance," 
he said. 

Hofschneider said Filial was 
opposed to the event's venue 
which was at the Aqua Resort 
Club. 

Camacho held a closed-door 
meeting with Hofschneider, two 
other re-elected Republican in
cumbents - Vice Speaker Jesus 
T. Attao and Rep. David M. 
Apatang - and Representative
elect Stanley T. Torres to discuss 
Fi ti al' s lobbying efforts on 
Mendiola and Palacios. 

Fi ti al, according to sources, has 
organized a coalition composed 
of elected Democrat and inde
pendentcandidates in last month's 
midterm elections and at least one 
incumbent House member. He 
still needs at least two GOP swing 
votes. 

Benavente expressed confi
dence that with about three weeks 
left to inauguration day, endorse
ment for Hofschneider will hold 
through. 

The Variety contacted Fitial 
who, the other day angrily told 
this reporter he does not have 
anything to say. 

"I am now very happy to tell 
you," he said yesterday, "that I 
cannot give you any news be
cause it will be tantamount to 
supporting my competitor." 

"I cannot in my good con
science, because I will be sup
porting my competitor if! do," he 
added. 

Asked if the "competitor" might 
be Hofschneider, Fitial replied: 
"No, your newspaper." 
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Jets 28, Dolphins 20 
EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. 
(AP) - Keyshawn Johnson rel
ishes the man-for-man matchups 
he rarely sees. He got what he 
wanted Sunday, and responded 
with one of the best games of his 
career. 

The New York Jets' star receiver 
caught 11 passes for 144 yards and 
two fourth-quarter touchdowns, 
lifting them to a 28-20 victory over 
Miami that severely damaged the 
Dolphins' playoff hopes. 

Miami (8-5) has lost three 
straight and four of five. Dan 
Marino, who has had more success 
against the Jets than anyone else, 
was a mediocre 18-for-39 for 192 
yards, and particularly struggled 
in the second half. 

His afternoon ended when 
Omar Stoutmire returned an in
terception 67 yards for a score. In 
fact, he was outplayed by Ray 
Lucas,NewYork'sinexperienced· 
backup quarterback, who went 22-
for-38 for 230 yards and looked 
poised in leading a second-half 
comeback. Johnson ate. up Sam 
Madison, whom he pegged as the 
best comerback he has faced all 
season. 

And in those instances when 
someone else covered Johnson, he 
also got open, twice making spec
tacular one-handed receptions. 

The Jets (5-8), coming off ,their 
worstperformanceundercoachBill 
Parcells, were stale early a~ Miami 
grabbed a 6-0 lead. Marino hit his 
first five passes, leading to Olinda 
Mare's 24-yard field goal. 

Mare also made a 33-yarder four 

plays after Dwight Stone fumbled 
the kickoff at his 23. But a brilliant 
play by special-teamer Chris Hayes 
helped the Jets later in the half. 

Hayes leaped to keep a punt from 
going into the end zone, and New 
York downed it at the Miami 4, 
then held. 

The Jets took over at the Dol
phins 36 after Tom Hutton's weak 
punt and wound up with Hall's 28-
yard field goal. 

Another short punt hurt the Dol
phins. Hutton got off a low 37-
yarder that Dedric Ward returned . 
11 yards to the Miami 33. 

Hall's 31-yarder tied it 6-6. Mi
ami finally got the special teams 
thing right when NateJacquetwent 
35 yards on a punt runback in the 
third quarter. 

From the New York 25, Marino 
took Miami to the 1, and Stanley 
Pritchett- the team's No. 4runner 
when the season began, now the 
starter due to in juries ~ dived in. 
The lack of a running game, how
ever, would hurt the Dolphins later 
on. 

Marino passed on most downs, 
and he was fooled by the cover
age when Aaron Glenn stepped in 
front of his pass for Yatil Green 
for an interception at the Dol
phins 39. 

A 13-yard pass to Wayne 
Chrebet preceded Johnson beat
ing Shawn Wooden for a 26-yard 
touchdown to tie it. 

That also put Johnson over 
1,000 yards for the second straight 
season - the first Jets receiver to 
do it in 31 years. 

He added to that total with a 24-

Norwegian player, Birgitte Saettem and French player Veronique 
Pecqueux fighting for the ball during the first leg of the final of the 
Women's Handball World Championship in Ullehammer, Norway Sun
day. AP 
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Dolphins 

New York Jets wide receiver Keyshawn Johnson (19) holds on to a 24-yard pass from quarterback Ray Lucas 
for a touchdown as Miami Dolphins' Sam Madison defends during the fourth quarter Sunday at Giants 
Stadium in East Rutherford, N.J. The Jets won 28-20. AP 

yard lunging reception over Madi
son in the left comer of the end 
zone to make it 19-13. 

Hall 'sextra point kick with 9:34 
remaining hit the left upright. New 
York's drive was bolstered by 
Curtis Martin's 9-yard run on 
fourth-and-I at the Miami 33. 

Hall added a 46-yard field goal 
with 2:51 left for the Jets, but 
missed another extra point after 
Stoutmire 's touchdown. 

Damon Huard, replacing 
Marino, led a 75-yard TD drive 

capped by Oronde Gadsden's 8-
y ard catch with ,17 seconds to go. 

49ers 26, Falcons 7 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP)-For 

one day in a lost season, the San 
Francisco 49ers recaptured their 
winning ways. They did it against 
an Atlanta Falcons team that also 
has endured a dramatic fall. 

Fred Beasley had two short 
touchdown runs and Charlie Gar
ner had another while surpassing 
1,000 yards rushing for the sea
son as the 49ers beat the Falcons 

26-7 Sunday. Bryant Young 
sacked Chris Chandler in the end 
zone fora safety and Wade Richey 
kicked a23-yard field goal for the 
49ers ( 4-9), who avoided match
ing the longest losing streak in 
club history by snapping their 
eight-game skid. 

Richey also stepped in as an 
emergency punter for San Fran
cisco after Chad Stanley was 
knocked out of the game with a 
concussion midway through the 
third quarter. 
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Emmitt Smith strains gToin muscle 
IRVING, Texas (AP) - Dallas 
running back Emmitt Smith 
strained a groin muscle on the first 
play Sunday against Philadelphia 
and never returned to the game. 
Cowboys officials said only that 
Smith had a slight strain of his left 
groin muscle. 

They did not speculate on his 
status, saying that the injury would 
be re-evaluated Monday. Dallas 
also lost sack leader Greg Ellis 

with a broken left leg later in the 
game. 

Smith came out after his only 
carry, a 2-yard gain on the Cow
boys' opening play. After going to 
thelockerroombriefly,Smithcame 
back out to the field for the rest of · 
the first half but didn't play again. 

He never left the locker room 
after halftime, choosing instead to 
watch the rest of the game on tele
vision. He was not available after 

coach Chan Gailey's postgame 
news conference. In Smith's ab
sence, Chris Warren ran for 92 
yards on 25 carries, including a 4-
yard TD run, as the Cowboys won 
20-10. 

Last week, Smith last week went 
over the 1,000-yard mark, joining 
Barry Sanders as the only NFL 
runners with nine straight 1,000-
yard seasons. He has 265 carries 
for 1,055 yards this season. 
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Gymiess prevails over 
Brotherhood in 3 sets 
ROUND two of this year's 
Rocball season got under way last 
week with Gymiess defeating the 
Brotherhood in three sets 35 to 
29. 

Both teams had won their first 
games in round one and faced 
each other undefeated. 

In their first set, both teams 
played equally well until Tyce 
Mister's first of his two 3 points 
goal of the game gave Gymiess 
their biggest lead of the set at 12 
to 7. 

From there, team Gymiess went 
on to take the first set 15 to 7. 

In the second set, Brotherhood 
came from one point in the hole to 
overtake and defeat Gymiess by 
scoring a series of two-point aces. 

Brotherhood was trailing 
Gymiess early in the set when 
their servers, lead by Freddy 
Pelisaman, Steve Santos, and Ray 
Kaipat rifled in 5 two-point aces 

. to overtake team Gymiess . 
In that second set and series of 

'. ,' 

THE BUD Light Dart League 
awards banquet was held San.ir
.day, Dec. 11th at the Hard Rock 
Cafe. 

This concluded another very 
successful dart season with 
nearly 300 members. Well over 
200 of them showed up for the 
awards ceremony. Close to 200 
awards were presented to the 
top players of all leagues. 
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aces, Brotherhood went from 4 
points to 6-8-10-12 and then ended 
it off with another ace for the win 
at 16 to 10. 

In the third and final set, Tyce 

Mister of Gymiess scored goal of 
the game on the first serve and 
volley that put Brotherhood three 
points in the hole. 

Gymiess was able to keep the 
lead until time ran out to win the 
third set 10 to 5 and the game, 35 
to 29. 

Tyce Mister is this year's first 
"Master Blaster. In his first two 
games of the regu Jar season, Mis
ter has scored in all five of 
Rocball's major scoring catego
ries: ace, xunk, kee, goal, and 
jam. 

In round two's second game, 
last year's World Rocball Cham
pions, the DX, lost their second 
game in a very close contest with 
the J ammers in four sets 28 to 30. 

In the first set of this game, both 
teams played out a tough match 
set with the Jam!Tiers winning 15 
to 12. 

The J ammers kept up their 
momentum by winning another 

Continued on page 26 

Emil Bello tookhome top hon~ . ·.·" X~s6dtl~iw~·had'~il Wh6······ 
ors in the ''A" league as he was attended the awards ceremony. 
a\;Varded the Top Gun award, Over 100 door prizes . were 
MVP award and Hi-in. arid High- raffledoff, including the grand 
out awards. Mike Trianni of the prize of a new color TV. "Ev-
B-1 league was awarded the eryone enjoyed good food, 
Leagues Most Outstanding Male drirµcsandmusicallnightlong," 
Shooter award with Joannie according to league manager 

. Torres of the D league taking the Gary Weakley. 
awardfor the leagues Most Out- "We are very happy with the 
standing Female Shooter; Continued on page 26 

SEDA team captains gather for a photo with some of the trophies awarded at the recent Bud Light Darts 
League awards banquet held at the Hard Rock Cafe Saturday night. · contributed Photo 
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Los Angeles Lakers' Kobe Bryant blocks the shot of Detroit Pistons' 
Grant Hill during the first half, Sunday in Los Angeles. The Lakers won 
101-93. AP . 

~ c~~ ·~~·~h~p·~ · ro~t~r I 
J ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) - Tony Fernandez, the Cubs made fj 
!l Convinced they need more than a move for the third straight day !l 
l] Sammy Sosa, the Chicago Cubs at the winter meetings. [! 
ri kept reshaping their roster, get- Chicago .sent reliever Terry fj 
[! ting pitcher Ismael Valdes and Adams, minor league pitcher r1 

i: second baseman Eric Young in Chad Ricketts and a player to be :: 
it a five-player trade Sunday with named to the cost-conscious 
· the Los Angeles Dodgers. Dodgers. Earlier, the last-place 

While the New York Mets Cubs reached tentative agree-
talked about mega-deals for Ken ment with free agent catcher 
Griffey Jr. anJ Manny Ramirez, Joe Girardi and got center fielder 
and other teams discussed Damon Buford in a trade with 
Chuck Finley, Hideki Irabu and Continue-d on page 2~6 

BANMI mulls 'hall of fame' 
T7if:::'8ASKETBALL Associa
tion ·)f the Northern Mariana 
Islands had adopted to vote for 
the BANMI Board of Gover
nors and Hall of Fame. 

During a meeting Thursday at 
the Ada Gym Conference Room 
the BANMI Board presided by 
its President Ray Lizama agreed 
to honor the past basketball play
ers, coaches and referees in the 
CNMI. 

The Board also formed the 
sub-committees as follows: Fi
nance Committee- Abner Ve
nus (chairman), Grievance 
Committee-Ray Lizama (chair
man), Advertisement & Promo
tions Committee-Eric Atalig 
(chairman), Tournament Com
mittee-Juan V. Diaz(chairman). 

Elected as at large board mem
bers: Frank M. Diaz, Arnold 

:fOtmtfrill,.ed on page 26 
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