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Sablan faces bribery raps 
By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

FORMER Congressman and 
Commonwealth Utilities Corp. 
Board member Benjamin A. 
Sablan has been charged in fed
eral court for allegedly soliciting 
and accepting bribes from a busi
nesswoman in connection with 
the hiring of some alien workers 
for the utilities firm. 

Sablan, a.k.a. Ben Sablan or 
Kappen, was named in an indict
ment charging him with three 
counts of bribery concerning pro
grams receiving federal funds. 

The bribery allegedly occurred 
beginning in 1995 and continued 
until 1997. 

The 40-year-old Sablan yester
day appeared with his counsel 
Yoon Chang at a hearing in the 
U.S. District Court for the NMI. 

Benjamin A. Sablan 

He waived reading of the indict
ment and pleaded not guilty to the 
charges. 

Special Assistant U.S. Attor
ney Alan L. Lane asked the court 
that the defendant be released on 
standard conditions. 

Chang recommended that the 

defendant be freed on his own 
recognizance. 

Judge Alex R. Munson ordered. 
the release of Sablan wtth .condi
tions, that he: 

•Not leave the Commonwealth 
without notifying the court. 

•Avoid all contact with any per
sons who are considered either 
alleged victims or potential wit
nesses in the case. 

•Not violate any local, state or 
federal laws. 

According to Lane, on about 
Nov. I, 1995throughJan.8, 1996, 
Sablan did corruptly solicit and 
agree to accept bribes from Eliza
beth Castaneda, owner of EPC 
International Recruiting Service, 
with the intent to be rewarded in 
connection with a series of trans
actions with the CNMI govern
ment. 

GOP chair suspects something 
'fishy' in 2 members' defection 

By Jojo Dass 
Variety News Staff 

REPUBLICAN Party Chair 
Frank DLG. Camacho yester
day described as "suspicious" 
the reported move by Rep.-elect 
Norman S. Palacios (R-Tinian) 
and Rep. Alejo M. Mendiola Jr. 
(R-Rota) to support Rep.-elect 
Benigno R. Fitial (R-Saipan) for 
House speaker. 

Palacios and Mendiola, to
gether with eight other Republi
can members of the incoming 
12th Legislature, earlier signed 
a letter expressing support for 
Heinz S. Hofschneider. 

"I am suspecting (something 
was not done right). I like to 
know why they switched votes,'· 
Camacho said. 

He added that he was sur
prised that the letter from the 

Benigno R. Fitial 

two was already published in the 
Saipan Tribune when "all I got is 
a fax, not even the original." 

The Tribune is owne·d by gar
ment magnate Willie Tan, who 
employs Fitial as a top executive. 

Fitial has refused to talk to the 
Variety, saying that he prefers not 
to "help our competitor." 

Camacho, who succeeded 
Fitial as party chair, said the 
Tinian and Rota lawmakers may 
become political pariahs if they 
did defect to the Fitial group, 
which is likely to be composed 
of the five Democrats and one 
Independent in the 12th House 
of Representatives. 

"Nobody will trustthem any
more," Camacho said, referring 
to Mendiola and Palacios. 

Both were unavailable for 
comment yesterday. 

The reported defection fol
lowed the visit recently of U.S. 
congressional aides who alleg
edly "promised" that if Fitial 
becomes speaker, Row and 
Tinian would get more federal 
aid. 

Well-placed sources, who 

Continued on page 54 

. Lane· said Sablan influenced 
the acquisition of Filipino con
tract workers for CUC, through 
Castaneda and EPC, and received 
$200 per hired worker as reward 
for such service. 

Lane said that from April to 
June 1996, CUC obtained per
mits for and direct-hired approxi
mately 12Filipinocontractwork
ers with the assistance of 
Castaneda and EPC. 

· ··· From Dec. 17, 1996 to Jan, 2, 
1997, Lane said, defendant ac-

cepted $1,000from Castaneda and· 
EPC in exchange for influencing 
the acquisition of five Filipino 
contract worker contracts for 
cue. 

Sablan received $200 from the 
businesswoman per hired worker 
as reward for such service, the 
lawyer said. 

Lane said that on Jan. 24 to 27, 
1997, Sablan again accepted 
$1,400 from Castaneda ·and EPC 
in exchange for influencing the 

Continued on page 54 

1999 Miss NM/ International delegate Miyuki Hill shows to media her 
"Ms. Friendship" award upon her return at the Saipan airport yesterday 
from the Miss International pageant in Japan. Photo by Marian A. Maraya 

I 0PA~eficit up·. by 40%1 
r ~ ~ By Zaldy Dandan for FY 2000. f 

Senate confirms 5 appointees 
lj Variety Associate Editor The OP A report at the same 

THE CNMI government's ac- timenotedthatthegovemment's · 
cumulated deficit has increased outstanding travel advances for 
by 40 percent in fiscal year FY 1998 amounted to $3.1 mil-
1998--or by $23.2 million, the lion. 
Office of the Public Auditor re- Public Auditor Leo L. 
port said yesterday. LaMotte yesterday said the 

As of Sept. 30, 1998 (the last $23.2 million increase in deficit 
day of FY 1998, which started was recorded during the last 
on Sept. 30, 1997), the deficit three months of then Gov. 

, stands at an all-time high of Froilan C. Tenorio's adminis-
~ $80.6 mi I Jion, or more than two- tration, and the first nine months 
~ thirds of the administration's of incumbent Gov. Pedro P. , 
~ proposed $206 million budget Continued on page 54 l 
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By Jojo Dass 
Variety News Staff 

THE SENATE yesterday con
firmed the nomination of at least 
five people appointed by Gov. 
Pedro P. Tenorio to different 
government posts. 

·No action was however taken 
on the governor's nomination 
of Tomas Aldan, who is being 
recommended for a second term 
with the Board of Public Lands, 
this time as a member. 

Sen. David M. Cing (D-

Tinian), who heads the Senate 
Executive Appointments. and 
Governmental Investigation 
(EAGI) committee, refused to 
explain why Aldan's confirma
tion remains pending. 

Those confirmed are: 
* Pedro J. Igitol, who was ap

pointed by Tenorio to be a mem
berof the Board of Public Lands. 

* Kimberly K. King, who. for 
her part, was appointed by the 
governor to serve as a member of 
the Regents' Board of the North-

em Marianas College. 
* Eugenio L. Villagomez. who 

now becomes a member of the 
Coastal Resource 
Management's (CRM) Appeals 
Board of Directors. 

* Vicente M. Sablan, who was 
appointed by the governor to be 
a member of the Civil Service 
Commission. 

* Zania M. Fleming, who will 
now serve as a member of the 
Commonwealth Utilities 

Continued on page 54 
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In Venezuela 

Floods kill 37 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP)
ToITential rains and mudslides 
killed as many as 37 people in 
northern Venezuela, President 
Hugo Chavez said in a nationally 
televised speech. 

TI1e bad weather Wednesday 
had earlier forced electoral offi
cials to postpone the closure of 
polls during a national referen
dum on a new constitution. 

"Brothers, today there is no rea
son to celebrate," Chavez said 
shortly after the national electoral 
council announced the president 
won his bid to adopt a new consti
tution. 

Officials said many people 
drowned when the downpours cre
ated raging rivers in valleys and 
swept them away in Vargas state, 
about 20 miles north of the capital 
Caracas. Others were killed when 
mudslides buried their homes. 

The Civil Defense department 
had earlier said the rains left 17 
people dead. JO missing and more 
than I 0,500 homeless. 

The department's director, An
gel Rangel, told The Associated 
Press late Wednesday that 18 
people had died and 23 were miss
ing. The reason for the discrep
ancy between Rangel's figures 
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and Chavez's was not immedi
ately clear. 

Chavez offered the higher death 
toll while responding to early elec
toral results showing that 71 per
cent of voters approved a consti
tution that was drafted by an as
sembly controlled by the 
president's supporters. With about 
half the ballots counted, 29 per
cent voted .. no,"the National Elec
toral Council said. 

Rafael Nieves, assistant direc
tor of the national Civil Defense, 
told The Associated Press earlier 
Wednesday that the death toll was · 
likely to rise since authorities had 
not been able to reach some areas 
that were cut off because of 
blocked highways. 

The government declared a state 
of emergency in eight states in
cluding the popular tourist desti
nation of Margarita Island, and in 
the Federal District of Caracas. 

In Falcon state in western Ven
ezuela, two reservoirs overflowed 
Tuesday night, prompting Civil 
Defense officials to evacuate 
I 0,000 people from their homes. 
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WORLD/NATION 

News Briefs ·, ·. 
Clinton urged to 

protect Social Security 
WASHINGTON (AP) - Political maneuvering over the 2001 
budget has started with the White House attacking Republicans for 
demanding .President Clinton protect Social Security surpluses and 
forgo tax increases. · 

"Unfortunately, the Republican rhetoric does not match the reality 
of massive, irresponsible tax cuts they continue to advocate that would 
drain the Social Security surplus and cause deep cuts in key priorities 
from defense to education," White House spokesman Barry Toiv said 
Wednesday. 

Toiv spoke after House Speaker Dennis Hastert, R-Ill., and House 
Majority Leader Dick Armey, R-Texas, sent Clinto_n a letter urging 
him to "commit your administration to achieving these important 
goals." 

Japan, N. Korea to 
hold talks next week 

TOKYO (Reuters)- Historic foes Japan and North Korea will hold 
talks in Beijing early next week iri a step toward establishing diplo
matic relations, Japan's top government spokesman.on Thursday. 

Chief Cabinet Secretary Mikio Aoki said the Japanese and North 
Korean foreign ministries would hold two days of director-level 
"preliminary" talks in Beijing from Monday. 

On Sunday, Red Cross organizations of the two countries will kick 
off two days of talks in Beijing to discuss "humanitarian issues" 

_between the two countries, Aoki said. 
The director-level meeting is widely seen as paving the way for 

Tokyo and Pyongyang to restart full-scale talks for the first time in 
seven years on normalizing diplomatic ties. 

Japan said on Tuesday it would lift all remaining sanctions imposed 
against North Korea last year after the reclusive communist state test
fired a long-range missile over Japanese airspace. 

9 children wounded 
in S. Lebanon shelling 

NABATIYEH (Reuters) - At least nine children were seriously 
woundep yesterday when shells fired from Israel's south Lebanon 
occupation zone landed in a school in the south, witnesses said. 

They said the incident occurred in Arab Salim village, north of 
Israel's south Lebanon occupation zone. 

"The shells landed in the playground of the school while some 
children, all of them less than JO years, were playing," said one of the 
witnesses. "The shells were fired from a post in the zone," he added. 

It was not clear if the shelling was by Israeli forces o~ their local 
militia allies, who both have artillery. 

The incident comes while Syrian Foreign MinisterFarouq al-Shara 
and Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak hold peace talks in Washing
ton after a 45-month break. 

A Santa Claus looks on as riot police officers stand guard in central 
Athens during a student protest on Thursday. More than 5,000 stu
dents demonstrated against a government decision to use police to 
open schools closed by students opposing education reforms. AP 
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DPH warns on food-borne illness 
By Haidee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

'TIS THE season for food and 
parties, and the Division of Pub
lic Health (DPH) is not taking any 
chances as it yesterday warned 
the public against possible wide
spread food-borne illness and 
unhealthy diet. 

Ned Arriola, deputy secretary 
for public health administration, 
reminded the community of the 
importance of good hygiene as it 
relates to food preparation, cook
ing and serving especially during 
the Christmas holiday. 

He also said the large popula
tion of diabetics in the CNMI also 
makes it important for the public 
to be extra cautious on the kind of 
food they eat. There are some 
2.000 individuals in the CNMI 
with diabetes, DPH said. 

'The public needs to be re
minded because of the prevalence 
of diabetes especially among in
digenous population. It would be 
prudent to make sure you are eat
ing nutritious food, and avoid 
consuming lots of sweets and not
so nutritious food," said Arriola. 

At the same time, the health Ned Arriola 

CUC Board reviews power plant report 
By Haidee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

THE COMMONWEALTH Utili
ties Corporation (CUC) Board of 
Directors is now "reviewing" the 
draft report on the reassessment 
of both the current and future 
power supply needs of the CNMI 
and its ability to pay for the long
awaited $ J 20mi\lion power plant 
project, it was learned yesterday. 

The submission of the draft re
.port is deemed necessary by the 
Board to give it ample "'review" 
period before finally awarding the 
contract to any of the bidders next 
year. 

William J. Ohle, CUC legal 
counsel, said Burns & McDonnel 
handed down the draft report to 
the utilities agency on Dec. 15, 
which is within the target date for 
the submission of such draft. 

"The Board is now reviewing 
it," said Ohle. 

CUC Executive Director Timo
thy P. Villagomez earlier said 

CUC's retention of Burns & 
McDonnel for the development 
of a "need and financial study" 
has nothing to do with who will 
be awarded the project, but with 
what the CUC can afford. 

Bums & McDonnel released in 
October the result of its best and 
final evaluation of bidders' pro
posals where Enron 
International 's proposal was 
ranked first, closely followed by 
Tomen Power, then HEI Power 
Corp. 

The Board has 90 days since 
Oct. 16 to make a final decision 
on the power plant project. 

During the course of the 90-day 
period, CUC expanded its con
tract with Bums & McDonnel to 

. conduct an evaluation to deter
mine CUC's capability to fund 
the project in these difficult times, 
and whether cue can get by the 
project with a smaller and ex
pandable plant or not. 

Villagomez said based on the 

results of the $45,000 worth of 
evaluation, the Board will be able 
to make a responsible decision 
that wi 11 protect the customers 
and meet demand for power. He 
alsu said the economic situation 
today and in 1997 when the CUC 
Board made its original decision 
to size the power plant at 80 mega
watts is different. 

The final report is expected to 
be out on January 2000, before 
the Board finally decides on the 
fate of the project. 

Meanwhile, a joint Senate and 
House oversight hearing is ex
pected to be held for the project, a 
move welcomed by CUC. Legis
lators have been· critical of the 
project, saying it has taken so 
long to finally get off the ground . 

The procurement of the 80-
megawatt power plant project, 
which remains to be the most ex
pensive one ever proposed in the 
CNMI, has been going on for three 
years now. 

House OKs CIP appropriation bill 
By Jojo Dass 
Variety News $faff 

THEHOUSEofRepresentatives 
yesterday finally passed the bill 
appropriating a total of$50.8 mil
lion in local and federal funds for 
capitalimprovementprojects, but 
not without inserting two amend
ments that, Floor Leader Ana S. 
Teregeyo (R-Saipan) said, could 
create a precedent when it comes 
to the Senate and cause delay in 
its enactment into law. 

House Bill 1 1-496. im urgent 
measure introduced by Rep. 
Heinz S. Hofschneider (R
Saipan), lists down some 38 
projects identified by the CIP 
task force that, Teregeyo said, 
should have been passed by the 
Lower Chamber as it was. 

Teregeyo explained that the 
task force, in coming up with the 
list, had consulted with the Leg
islature and the executive branch, 
therefore making the amend
ments unnecessary. 

Besides, she said, the amend
ments cut down funds already 
alloted for projects in her pre
cincts. 

The administration is trying to 
expedite passage of the bill so 
that the $30 million local match
ing fund to be acquired through a 
loan agreement with Bank of 
Guam can be had in favorable 

Ana S. Teregeyo 

interest rates. 
"I'm very uncomfortable," said 

Teregeyo in an interview, "those 
amendments came from projects 
for precinct one." 

'The other concern is that this 
bill is done by the CIP task force .... 
(which) has come up with a listing 
of projects we need to get going. A 
pi~ce of bill that has a lot of amend
ments (is) opening doors for the 
Senate to offer additional amend
ments," she addei.l. ''It will drag 
on.'' 

Teregeyoneverthelessexpressed 
hopes the Upper Chamber swiftly 
acts on the bill. 

During session, Rep. Oscar M. 
Babauta (R-Saipan) proposed that 
the $11.2 million alloted for the 
Kagman homestead wastewater 
system be slashed by $200,000. He 

also proposed that the $1.3 mil
lion for the· same homestead 
village's power and waterdistri
butionprojectbecutby$300,000. 
The $500,000 derived from the 
budget cuts goes to a new pro
posed project not listed in the 
breakdown: Chalan Kanoa and 
Susupe flood control project. 

Babauta's move, which was 
approved by the House, sought 
to get money from precinct one 
projects for his precinct's. 

Vice Speaker Jesus T. Attao 
. (R-Siapan) also made a similar 
proposed amendment to fund a 
water distribution project for his 
precinct. His move got the 
House's nod. 

Following this, Teregeyo 
moved to cutsome$500,000from 
the $1.2 million alloted for the 
proposed new Saipan cemetery. 
She was blocked. 

Apparently irked, Teregeyo 
proposed ·that Babauta 's and 
Attao' s amendments be recalled. 

"Why are we entertaining 
amendments. If my amendment 
will not be entertained, if my 
amendment is not going to make 
it, then recall action to the two 
amendments. Money is taken 
from precinct one for other pre
cincts," said Teregeyo. 

Her proposal did not make it 
by one vote. 

official said while there is noth
ing bad in having more food in
take during this time of the year. it 
is necessary for individuals to also 
"bum" them appropriately. 

"Moderation is needed. Eat 
well but exercise well. Public 
health is a self-responsibility," he 
added. 

DPH'sBureau of Environmen
tal Health (BEH) regularly con
ducts inspection of restaurants and 
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drinking establishments to ensure 
they comply with existing health 
and sanitation laws. Those that 
are found not complying with 
these regulations are ordered to 
shut down operations until neces
sary changes are made. 

Food handlers are also man
dated to undergo certification 
training before they are allowed 
to engage in food preparation for 
public consumption in theCNMI. 
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CPA, FAA warns against 
traveling with fireworks 

By Marian A. Maraya 
Variety News Staff 

TRAVELERS are being cau
tioned against taking fire:works 
aboard airplanes. 

The Federal Aviation Admin
istration (FAA) and the Com
monweal th Ports Authority 
(CPA) yesterday said this could 
put all travelers at risk while on 
flight. 

Fireworks can start a fire upon 
the slightest provocation, the FAA 
said. 

Fire Chief Stanley C. Torres of 
the CPA aircraft rescue and fire 
fighting team said even the sim
plest form of fireworks could pose 
as a threat to the safety of pas
sengers. 

"In my opinion, even fire
crackers, no matter what kind, 
are not safe, especially if the 
individual does not know how 

to handk it." Torres said. 
"It is absolutely illegal to carry 

fireworks on airplanes. Passen
gers who have it should get rid 
of it," he: said. 

Falsely marking. fireworks 
packages is against the law and 
"very dangerous," according to 
the FAA. 

Individuals found guilty of 
such an act can be fined and 
sentenced to five years in jail. 

According to CNMI law, only 
class C fireworks legally shipped 
to the Northern Marianas are au
thorized for use, ToITes said. 

The FAA said if passengers 
want to bring fireworks, they 
must first consult with their air
line. 

··But.definitely, the airport is 
no place for those fireworks. 
They will not be allowed pas
sage," Torres said. 
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Judge: Reprimand 
By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

PUBLIC admonition, not 
monetary sanction. 

$5.00 BARGAIN MATINEES 
Before 6 P.M. - MON. - FRI. 

BEFORE 3:30 P.M. SAT., SUN. & HOL. 

...,...AU_DIGrfAI..SOUND lXJIIXIUITI 
~ STADIUM-SEATING ~u~:0~!0~1~ 

~· BIC!HITENNIAL MAN . : __ _ 
Fri. 4:30, 7:15 • 10:15 PG 

SaUSun 11:00 • 1:45, 4:30, 7:15, 10:15 

Robin Williams comedy 

POKEMON 
Fri. 4:30 , 7:00 • 9:45 G 

SaUSun 11:30, 2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:45 

This was the request of Supe
rior Court Presiding Judge Ed
ward Manibusan from the court to 
impose against attorney Joseph 
A Arriola for serving him with 
subpoena. 

Manibusan, through counsel 
Brien Sers Nicholas, has informed 
the court on his non-filing of 
memorandum of fees and costs 
pertaining to the case. 

Edward Manibusan 

tional circumstances existed to 
require Manibusan and Lynch 
to testify at the hearing. 

Joseph A. Arriola 

Bellas asked Manibusan and 
Lynch to submit a memoran
dum of fees and costs. 

In Manibusan 's notice for 
non-filing of memorandum of 
fees, Nicholas said the court's 
ruling "preserves the rights and 
duties of a judge in the perfor
mance of his or her official du
ties and the integrity of the 
court." 

Accordingly, Nicholas said, 
the presiding judge requests that 
this court, in lieu of compensa
tory sanctions for Arriola's 
conduct, that he be publicly rep
rimanded. 

The Variety learned that 
Arriola has asked attorney 
Theodore R. Mitchell to repre
sent him in the sanction matter. 

SUPERSTAR~ 
Fri. 4:45, 7:15, 9:45 PG·l3 
sausun 11 :45 , 2:30 • 4.45 • 7_ 15 • 9.45 

.. The foregoing is based on the 
fact that, in light of this court's 
Dec. 1 order finding that the issu
ance of subpoena in this case was 
in and of itself a sanctionable con
duct, a greater purpose has been 
achieved in that counsels are ex
pected to follow this court's rules 
regarding the same," Nicholas 
said. 

Court records showed that 
Manibusan issued a search war
rant last July 2 after finding prob
able cause to believe that an ille
gal gambling business was being 
conducted in the former office of 
Abracadabra Dive Shop in 
Garapan. 

Customs reports reforms in passenger clearance 
Molly Shannon Comedy 

TOY STORY 2 
Fri. 4:30, 7:00 • 9:30 PG 
Sat/Sun 11 :30 , 2:00 , 4:30 , 7:00 , 9:30 

Walt Disney Animated 

The World is not Enough ~· 
Fri. 5:00, 7:30 • 10:15 .. il' . 
SaUSun 11:15 • 2:15· 5:00 • 7:30 • 10:15 
Pierce Brosnan Drama 

FIGHT CtllB ~· 
FrL 7:00 
SaUSun 2:00, 7:00 

Brad Pitt 

B 

Drama 

House on Haunted Hill~ 
Fri. 4:45, 10:00 . -8 .. 
Sat/Sun 11 :45 • 4:45, 10:00 

Suspense Horror 

DOUBLE JEOPAROY {(n 
Fri. 4:45 • 10:00 
Sat/Sun 11:45 • 4:45 • 10:00 
Tommy Lee Jones -

CJ, E. !Ba E. O't 
Fri. 7:30 
Sat/Sun 2:15, 7:30 

B 

Suspense 

PG-13 

Renee Zellw09er/Chris O'Donnell Comedy 

24 HRS SHOWTIME INFO :234-9000 

Over 60 i terns were confiscated 
during the raid, including cash 
and checks in excess of $27,000. 

Arriola, on behalf of Cheung 
Ping Yin and other persons who 
were arrested in the operation, 
filed a motion for re~urn of prop
erty_ 

Arriola then caused subpoenas 
to be issued on Manibusan and 
Chief Prosecutor Kevin Lynch, 
seeking testimony and documents 
in regard t_o the search warrant. 

Associate Judge Timothy H. 
Bellas quashed the subpoenas and 
later issued a decision sanction
ing Arriola and his clients. 

Bellas said the defendants have 
failed to demonstrate that excep-

By Haldee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

WITH THE implementation of 
a new system for passenger 
clearance, the two newly arrived 
drug-detector dogs (K9) will be 
used to sniff through both the 
passengers and their cargoes at 
the airport. 

The CNMI Customs Division 
yesterday showed Gov. Pedro 
P. Tenorio and priv.ate tour op
erators how the dual inspection 
system would work. 

Under the dual passenger clear
ance, certain passengers at the 
"green line" will soon be asked to 
pass through a secondary inspec
tion point called the red line once 
the K9 reacts to them or their 
baggage. 

Customs Director Joe Mafnas 
said this new system would im
prove and hasten inspection pe
riod at the airport. He said when 
passengers disembark from the 

RIDE ON TO NEW HEIGHTS THIS HOLIDAY SEASON! 
As THE BIKE SHOP presents its Special Holiday Offer! 

From Dec. 17-24, 1999 
Trade-in your old bicycle for a new one! 

Receive a DOLLAR Cash Certificate, 

In e:,c::change for your old bike! 

Come and see a variety o'i bikes and t,ikcs 

In difierent sizes '/or all ages 

The Bike Shop also carries various 

Bicycle parts and accessories -#f 
Buy with confidence! 

We service what we sell! 

Enjoy free maintenance service 
And limited time warranty on your new bike. 

Don't be left behind! 
Offer good while supplies last. 

For more details. visit: 

'J'he cBike Shop @b 
Parts and Accessories 

located at the Transpacenter beside Subway in Gualo Rai! 
Tel No. 235-3355 

Holiday Business Hours starting Dec. 17: 
Mondays to Saturdays: 1 Oam-7pm 
Sundays: 1 Oam-3pm 
X'Mas Day (12/25): 1 Oam-3pm 

plane, Customs will randomly 
pick up passengers from high
risk flights and will have their 
hand-carried bags sniffed by a 
K9. 

The other dog will be working 
on the baggage conveyor belt. 

"If there's no alert, or no reac
tion, then . . . the passenger will 
be directed out to the exit. If the 
dog reacts at the designated area 
then that passenger would go to 
the secondary line, red line," 
said Mafnas right after a K9 
demonstration yesterday morn
ing held infront of the Adminis
tration Building on Capitol Hill 
where employees took a break 
from their work to watch. 

Rod Daniels, chief instructor 
of the Drug-Detector Training 
Centre of the Australian Cus
toms Service, also presented 
how the CNMI would maximize 
the use of the K9 · which were 
sourced and trained at Australia 
along with two local K9 han
dlers. 

Mafnas also said this new sys
tem will further ensure that all 
banned items like prohibited 
drugs and ammunition are im-

mediately confiscated. 
The Customs official. how

ever, said the K9s are not per
fect. 

"The dog may act infallible. 
They tend to make mistakes but 
we cannot take a chance. If the 
dog reacts then we will take the 
person for secondary clear
ance," said Mafnas.· 

Tenorio, for his part, said in
coming tourists would be more 
happy to see that this system is 
in place, rather- than being sub
jected to questioning. 

The inspections points are set 
to be mobilized early next year 
as Customs is awaiting for the 
contractor to complete the 

-counters. 
Customs conducted a recent 

study on passengers coming into 
Saipan, and has compiled air
port observations from Guam 
and Hawaii to ensure the effec
tivity of this new policy. 

Mafnas said putting up red 
lines and green lines will not 
force passengers to unnecessar
ily wait in the long line while 
the others ahead of them are 
being inspected thoroughly. 

(@sj) 
Saipan Supply, Inc. 

TEL. NO_ (670) 235-7796 / 97 FAX NO. (670) 235-7798 

UNIQUE MOLAVE WOODEN BENCH, SWING, 
GARDEN WHEEL BENCH, COFFEE TABLE. 
WHEEL TABLE, ALL IDEAL FOR COMMERCIAL 
AND RESIDENTIAL DECORATION ... 

ALSO WE HAVE IDEAL DECOR FOR GARDEN. 7 
DWARF ON TREES & MUSHROOMS, 
DECORATIVE PLANT POTS, ORCHID WALL HANG 
& HALF MOON POTS, POTIERY. BEAUTIFUL 
MADE HOME BIRDS FOR GARDEN, SWAN VASE. 

ALSO AVAILABLE: 
ANIMAL FEED, VITAMINS, TEE PEE ASSORTED 
COLORS ... 

K_D. PHILIPPINE MAHOGANY LUMBER 
PLYWOOD EXTERIOR/ INTERIOR 
WATER LINE, SEWER LINE, STEAM LINE PIPE & 
WELDED FITIINGS 
BLACK STEEL PLATE, GREASE TRAP, 

... BATH TUB AND OTHER SELECTED PLUMBING 
FIXTURES: 
FRENCH WINDOW BRONZE, WHITE FINISH. 

WE ACCEPT SPECIAL ORDERS 
AMEX / VISA ACCEPTED 

\ : 
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brings hom.e title 
-- - - -· ... -· ................ - e:,,, .... r,~ • • ..... . 

WELCOME BACK. Ms. CNMI International Miyuki Hill (right), Ms. CNMI Universe Michelle Sablan (left) and 
well-wisher Rose T. Pangelinan pose for a photo at the Saipan International Airport yesterday after Miyuki's 
arrival from Japan, where she won the Miss Friendship title during the Ms International beauty pageant. 

Miyuki (middle) with Ms. International delegates from Guam and 
Hawaii at the pageant's welcome party. 

By Marian A- Maraya 
Variety News Staff 

I 999 Miss CNMI International 
delegate Miyuki Hill was greeted 
by proud relatives and friends at 
the Saipan International Airport 
yesterday, commending her for 
bringing CNMI honor in one of 
the most prestigious beauty con
tests in the world. 

Hill yesterday brought home 
with her the "Ms. Friendship" title 
from thi-s year's Ms. International 
Beauty Pageant. . 

Hill was voted "friendliest" by 
majority of the 52 Ms. Interna
tional candidates from all over 
the world. 

Pageant results, including the 
Ms. Friendship winner, were an
nounced at the coronation night 
itself and according to Hill, it was 
a "total surprise" for her. -

"I really wanted tomakeCNMI 

HANMihosts 
designated 
driver campaign 

By Haidee v _ Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

INDIVIDUALS who would want 
to welcome the new millennium 
with alcohol may hand over the 
car keys to the Hotel Association 
of the Northern Mariana Islands 
(HANMI). 

This is part of I-IANMI's 
.. special designated driver pro
gram" to make the holidays as 
safe as possible for island resi
dents. 

Now through New Year's Eve, 
any designated driver can order 
any non-alcoholic beverage from 
any participating hotels at no 
charge, HANMI said. 

HANMI Vice President 
Mustafa Issa said the idea is to 
reward those people who are will
ing to take responsibility and get 
their family and friends home in a 
safe manner. 

"New Year's eve celebrations 
may be a little more intense this 
year because of the millennial 
change. We'd like everyone to 
have a wonderful time, but to be 
smart and safe too," said Issa who 
is also the general manager of 
Hyatt Regency Saipan. 

proud and bring back something. 
I am really happy that I brought 
this with me," Hill said: holding 
out the Ms. Friendship plaque she 
proudly can'ied along with at the 
airport yesterday. 

Those months of intensive 
preparation for the competition 
have paid off, accordi.ng to Hill. 

"It definitely did. And I had a 
wonderful time. I was savoring 
every minute there, interacting 
with beautiful women from all 
over the globe," she said. 

"It was great! It was a once in a 
lifetime ex-perience .. .I mean, I 
don't know how else to express 
it," she added. 

Present at the airport to wel
come Hill back were representa
tives from the Northern Marianas 
Beauty Pageant Association, 
NMl's bet to the 2000 Miss Uni
verse Pageant Michelle Sablan, 

Photo by Marian A. Maraya 

CHC Volunteer Suzanne 
Schwartz, and other relatives and 
friends. 

"I really want to take this op
portunity to thank my family. 
There were many people who 
flew to Japan to support me -
my dad, the Joe Hill law office 
and staff, Cherlyn Cabrera, Reina 
Camacho, NMBP A pageant rep
resentatives-they were all there 
to support me. 

"So I just want to thank them 
and thank all my family and 
friends," said Hill. 

The 1999 Ms. International 
Pageant was broadcast live on 
the internet last December 14. A 
re-runofthe pageant will be aired 
on Japan the day after Christmas. 

"We'reworkingongettingacopy 
of the video of the pageant and once 
lgetthatlhopetoairitheresopeople 
can watch," Hill said. 

STANFORD RESORT HOTEL 
SAN VICENTE Hill• SAIPAN 

$29.00/Night 
• largest Twil Bedrooms 
• 24 Hoilr Hot Water 
• Split Airco11 
• Swimming Pool 
• Cable TV 
• Cleanest Rooms 

One Month : s499 
2 weeks: s300 

(With Kitchenette and Daily Hotel Service) 
Dinner B.B.Q BUFFET 

(Fridays & Saturdays 7 -9 PM} Tel: (670} 235-8500/4 • Fax: (670} 235-3042 

,_, ___ -__:_.:_. .. _.:·,~ I 

j 
! 

Kenmore 
• Extra Large Capacity 

. 
! 
\ 
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Question of loyalty 
WE CAN only watch in awe at how certain members of the current and 
incoming House of Representatives are teaching us not to be too trusting 
of our politicians. 

The current brouhaha in the House over the speakership of the lower 
chamber of the next Legislarure has created tensions within and threat
c>ned the unity of Republican party. 

The reported defection by the Rota and Tinian members to the camp 
of Rep.-elect Benigno R. Fitial could again be seen as an example why 
some of our lawmakers could not be trusted-that they can't even keep 
their commitment with each other; that they can change their minds in 
an instant, so much like the vacillating approach the previous Legisla
tures have taken on the issue of immigration and labor reforms. 

The bargaining chips may have been surrendered too soon. It is just 
so unnarurally quick for Reps.-elect Alejo Mendiola and Norman 
Palacios to switch camps in barely a month's time. The ink has barely 
dried up on the manifesto they signed weeks ago during the Aqua Resort 
caucus. They had committed support for Rep. Heinz S. Hofschneider 
but now, according to reports, Messrs. Mendiola and Palacios have 
withdrawn and are now backing Mr. Fitial. 

What happened? Why the sudden change of heart? What could have 
transpired? 

Such quickness taken into consideration, a question mark now hangs 
over the issue of the speakership and on the effect such a split may have 
on the Republican leader,hip of the next House of Repres~ntatives. 

While maneuvering and posruring are staples of politics, the people 
still deserve to know the ba:;is of their representatives' decisions. 

The immediate message sent by the defections though is that lawmak
ers could not be trusted anymore to keep their promises, that they can 
make a complete turnaround from the commitments they make when
ever it is convenient for them. 

There seems to be little or no regard anym·ore to word of honor. 
commitment and loyalty. 

Moreover. one other concern about with the current turn of events is 
that whoever emerges victorious in this battle for power, he wilJ head 
a very shaky leadership, barely enough to retain majority-as welJ as a 
divided chamber. the last things we need during these bad times. 

We have seen this happen for so many times, mostly in the Senate. It 
is likely to be .. bloodier"when it happens in the House in as much as it 
is the chamber that holds the purse strings of government. 

The posturing and the back-alJey dealing forebodes of more conflict and 
less cooperation. And as usual, it will be the public who will take the hit. 

As the inaugural session of the House nears, there will be more focus 
on Reps.-elect Mendiola and Palacios. They should somewhere down 
the line face the people, explain the actions they have taken and justify 
their next moves. 

This is to once and for all clear whatever doubts people may have on 
the reasons behind their sudden change of choice for speaker. 

On the other hand, Mr. Fitial has to come to grips with his agenda in 
the House. 

While he may have the riumbers now, he sure has a lot of explaining 
to do. as to why he wants to become speaker, and what direction his 
House plans to take on certain issues such as minimum wage, labor and 
immigration reform and federal and congressional relations. 

Of course. he holds his constituents dear. but he should be made to state 
where his true loy:_ilty lies-to the people who voted him back into office 
or to special interests-a 4ucstion the Variety would surely want to ask, 
had it not for his increasingly belligerent attitude towards this paper. 

The people for their part should be aware by now that they should be 
more probing of their leaders and vigilant of the steps the latter take in 
their behalf. 

That is if they hold political awareness, stability and good govern
ment important. 

Rafael H. Arroyo 
_ Zaldy Dandan ________________________ _ 

P.O. Box 231, Saipan MP 96950-0231 Member of 
Tel. 1670) 234-63411757819797/9272 The Associated Press (AP) 
Fax: 1670) 234-9271 0- MEMBER SINCE UM 

llATIONAL 
NEWSPAPER 
ASSOCIATION 

Zaldy Dandan 
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~OU MY LIST 
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CHECK mR 

MAIL? 

• Variations 

Exploitation 
GEORGE Orwell, in a famous 1946 essay, said that 
so far as the writer is a propagandist, "the most one 
can ask of him is that he shall genuinely believe in 
what he is saying, and that it shall not be something 
blazingly silly." Now although I believe that cenain 
Chamoru Rights activists on Guam sincerely believe 
that they are "the living proof of exploitation," I 
know that particular belief will not pass the Orwellian 
poppycock test. 

Not that I don't symphatize with our Chamoru 
brothers and sisters. But in any debate, particularly 
on something as sensitive as Guam's self-determina
tion issue, one's polemic must glint wi_th the knife
edge of facts, which will then enable it to slice the 
other side's position Ii ke salami. The ·'Jiving proofof 
exploitation" claim, however, will not even pierce 
through the newsprint it was written on. 

Here's why. 
Colonial exploiters do not usually give out citizen

ship to its subjects; neitherwilJ they hand out billions 
of federal aid, subsidies and other similar doleouts. 
To be sure, Guam, the CNMI and the rest of the 
insular areas cannot vote for U.S. president and do 
not have voting representatives in Congress; but this 
··iniquity" is due to a ··technicality" in federal stat
utes-which could probably be remedied through 
legislation-and not bccaus~ of an outright policy to 
deny the U.S. citizens in the insular areas their 
political rights. Indeed, any U.S. citizen on Guam 
and the CNMI could, if he so chooses, move to any 
of the 50 states where he could establish residency 
that will allow him to cast a ballot in the presidential 
election-and perhaps even run for president. 

To say, moreover, that colonialism is exploitative 
is to resort in tautology. Colonialism is exploitation 
premised on force and driven primarily by economic 
motives. Talks about '"civilizing, educating and Chris
tianizing" the colonies were nothing but, well, bo
vine ordure, and the imperialists knew it. Witness the 
often appallingly brutal methods used by the colo
nial powers in the old days-the Spaniards in the 
Philippines and the Americas, the Dutch in Indone
sia, the British in its once sprawling empire, the 
Belgians in the Congo, the French in Indo-China, the 
Japanese in Korea ... the U.S. in the "P.I." 

In ordering the occupation of the Philippines. 
which at the time had won its war of independence 
against Spain, then President William McKinley 
said he prayed to God and God told him to do it so 
"the Philippinos" could be '"Christianized." When 
told that the natives were already Roman Catholic, 
McKinley replied, "Exactly; we must Christianize 

them." Later. he would tell U.S. diplomats that 
"incidental to our \enure in the Philippines is the 
commercial opportunity .... " Sen. Henry Cabot Lodge 
was more to-the-point: ··we make no hypocritical 
pretense of being interested in the Philippines solely 
on account of others .... We believe in trade expan
sion." A memberof the U.S. commission that formed 
the first civilian colonial government in Manila was 
no less candid: "The cold practical question" he said, 
··remains: will the possession of these islands benefit 
us as a nation? If they will not, set them free tomor
r.ow and let their peoples, if they please, cut each 
other's throats."' 

Yet some 600,000 Filipino throats were still "cut"
by the invading U.S. forces. When, during a U.S. 
Senate investigation, a general was asked why his 
soldiers were killing Filipino women and children, 
and if''that is within the rules of civilized warfare," 
he replied, "These people are not civilized." Or, as 
McKinley's successor, Theodore Roosevelt would 
put it, "Every argument that can be made for the 
Filipinos could be made for the Apaches."We know. 
what that means. 

In any case, when Congress enacted an organic act 
for the colony. it inserted a provision stating th:.tt 
Filipinos "are citizens of the Philippine Islands and 
as such entitled to the protection of the United 
States." The ··flips," in short, were not to become 
U.S. citizens. Meanwhile.every policy implemented 
by the colonial government, including its infrastruc
ture projects, had this one goal: To satisfy American 
economic and military needs. Fmthermore, the money 
for these programs and projects came from taxes 
paid by the Filipinos. All public works, new roads, 
schools, public health services, including the ma
chinery of the colonial government itself, were paid 
for by the Flips. In effect, said the historian Renato 
Constantino, ··Filipinos were shouldering the costs 
of those social improvements that would facilitate 
theirownexploitation. To add insult to injury, Ameri
can-oriented education would teach Filipinos to re
gard all these and more as benefits derived from 
colonial rule." 

And because it was a U.S. possession, the 
Philippines was invaded by America's enemy, 
Japan, during World War II. More than I million 
Filipinos would die as a result of that war. Moved 
by the suffering of its '"adopted daughtt:r" in Asia, 
Washington, D.C. enacted a law that deprived 
Filipino war veterans who fought under the Ameri
can flag benefits received b_yjheir U.S. counter,. 

Continued on page 7 
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~ Letters to the editor 
LETTERS to the editor must carry the full name of the writer and signature, with a :elephone n_umber _(in 
case of faxed or mailed letters) for verification. Letters addressed to other publ1cattons or to third parties 
and those endorsing particular political candidates are discouraged. All letters are subject to editing. The 
Variety reserves the right to reject any letters. Name withheld and unsigned letters will not see print. 

'More elected officials should 
have traveled to Japan' 

THIS is in response to Kenneth 
Govendo's letter published last 
week. 

We are astounded at the lack of 
respect for fellow residents and 
community leaders shown by Mr. 
Govendo. 

The point of view communi
cated by Mr. Govendo is short
sighted, unrealistic and antago
nistic. 

To set the record straight, the 
people of the CNMI should be 
proud of thdr elected and com
munity leaders taking time away 
from family and friends to par
ticipate in the Japan Association 
of Travel Agents (JATA) trade 
show in Tokyo. 

This event is held once every 
two years and is frequented by all 
the major travel industry leaders 
and staff in our No. l tourist mar
ket, Japan. 

The number of CNMI business 
and political leaders who was at 
JATA was certainly in line with 
the numberof delegates from other 
countries. 

Seventy-five countries, with 
which the CNMI is in direcl. com
petition for the same market, were 
very well represented. 

If anything else, there should 
have been more political leade.rs 
from our islands at this confer
ence. 

Fact: Tourism is the CNMI's 
number I source of revenue. 

Fact: If we do not cater to our 
tourist markets, the industry will 
decline significantly. 

Fact: Government leaders open 
doors to the industry decision 
makers in Japan. . 

If we allow tourism to decline, 
government revenues decline, and 
every citizen of the CNMI will 

feel the impact: Less police, less 
medical services, no emergency 
services, limited air services. 

The tourism industry has en
joyed along and positive partner
ship with the people of the CNMI. 

Tourism is respectful of the 
environment, is the largest pri
vate sectoremployeroflocal resi
dents, offering local residents se
nior level qrreer advancementand 
generates the funding necessary 
to provide essential services to 
the residents of the CNMI. 

Without this source of revenue 
either taxes go up or services go 
away. 

It is quite simple. 

scon J. BOWMAN 
Regional President 

MARIAN ALDAN-PIERCE 
Division President 

Duty Free Shapers 

Another had legislation 
IT WAS disrurbing to hear Sen. 
Ricardo Atalig proclaim that he 
will advance Sen. Juan Tenorio's 
bill for mandatory health insur
ance for all nonresident workers. 

That bill is another piece of 
poorly conceived legislati"on ·that 
is anti-business. It is another poi
son pill for our economy. 

Let us take the hiring morato
rium (P.L. 11-6) as an example. 
The Department of Labor and Im
migration can't even figure out a 
way to enforce this pathetic piece 
of legislation. The administration 
spends more time granting exemp
tions to companies, from skydive 
instructors to construction work
ers. The rule on moratorium is that 
if you 're not in the know on Capitol 
Hill, you'll never get workers to 
keep your business running. 

Another example is the three
year limit for non-resident work
ers. Again, the bill contains ex
emptions for "executives and 

I WANT to apologize to Mr. 
Clarence Tenorio for his miscon
ception that I am slandering his 
family name. I also apologize for 
his failure to read between the 
lines. 

For the record, Clarence, I have 
deep respect and admiration for 
yourfamily,especially your mom 
and dad, who rurned the nickel
and-dime store Joeten Enterprises 
into a multimillion dollar com
pany. 

Your family deserves a sin
cere congratulations for their 
success through the years. They 
have been very charitable to our 
people and our community. I 
take off my hat and give your 
family a salute of appreciation 
for being one of the backbones 
of our economy. 

But I am sorry, I cannot give a 
public apology for I have no ma]-

managers" so that no locals can 
ever aspire to management since 
those will be forever retained by 
aliens. Locals can only work for 
non-resident executives and man
agers. Which rocket scientist on 
Capitol Hill voted in favor of this 
lame idea? . 

Will there be exemptions as well 
for the mandatory insurance bill 
currently being proposed? 

The Legislature will do well to 
understand that local business al
ready has enough difficulty with
out more restrictive and anti-busi
ness legislation. Instead of pro
posing bills that are a knee-jerk 
reaction to criticism from Wash
ington, this administration and 
Legislature should be proactive 
in addressing what business need 
to develop and grow. 

The recent proposal out of the 
Public School System to create a 
vocational-technical high school 
is an approach whose time has 

Apology 
ice towards your family. I think it 
is the other way around. I believe 
you owe me one for your insinu
ation. 

I'll say it again. I will like to 
know who was the one who pro
posed that the Commonwealth 
Utilities Corp. (CUC) be moved 
from its previous location in 
Lower Base to Joeten Dandan 
Center. From non-rental paying 
to over a million dollar office 
rental payment of public funds. 

Please don't say that the Lower 
Base office is a fire hazard. Good
ness, isn't CUC full of capable 
college graduates and specialist 
in electrical engineering? 

CUC, moreover, was moved to 
Joeten Dandan despite the fact 
that the 80 megawatt plan bid has 
yet to be approved, signed, sealed 
and delivered. 

Aren't we wasting public funds 

come. The Commonwealth De
velopmentAuthority and its busi
ness development center can as
sist those fledging entrepreneurs 
to open their businesses here in 
the CNMI. Perhaps another idea 
is to grant tax incentives to busi
nesses that hire a greater percent
age of local workers. 

Those are progressive ideas that 
don't come from the Legislature 
or the administration. 

Let's stopwastingourtime with 
backward ideas borne out of 
simple thinking. I believe law
makers should take a little time to 
ask businesses what the needs are 
instead of pretending that they 
know better. They don't and 
they'd betters tart getting their act 
together. 

It's the economy. Pay atten
tion. 

JOSEPH T. TORRES 
San Vicente, Saipan 

on rental'l 
My paging the Federal Bureau 

of Investigation refers to the 
public's right to know why acer
tain bidder in the power plant 
project was given special treat
ment. We want to see that no 
hanky-panky is going on. 

About the parking lot in ques
tion. is that the one where the 
boonies were cleared, packed and 
graded with coral and fenced? No 
public funds used there? 

By the way, how much is our 
austerity government paying 
Joeten Dandan Center every 
month on office rental with our 
public money? 

It is not Joeten 's fault, but this 
administration's "austerity mea
sures." 

PEDRO DLG. PANGELINAN 
As Lita, Saipan 

Costly vehicle perk 
HERE'S a question I bet our con
stitutional scholars can't answer: 
How do you repeal an invisible 
part of the NMI Constitution? 

This invisible provision of our 
Constitution that I'm talking about 
is the one that says: "Government 
officials shall do their best to sup
port the new car sales industry in 
the CNMI, in good times and in 
bad, by purchasing new vehicles, 
whether needed or not, at taxpay
ers' expense." 

Some of you may wonder how 
I know there is such a provision in 
the Constitution if it's invisible. 
The answer is on the highways. 
Just look at those visible govern
ment cars out there! You can tell 
they're government vehicles by 
the stenciled letters on the doors. 

The ones that make me wonder 
are the sedans. When we do busi
ness with the government, we have 
to go to appropriate government 
offices. We go there, so why do 
some of big shots who work there 
need sedans? For field work? 
Where's the field? Who are their 
passengers? 

Has anyone ever had the court 
come to his other office or home? 
We "go to cou11" rather than vice
versa. Yet even the court has ve
hicles. For what? 

How many people would gladly 

take one of those hard-to-find 
government jobs even if they had 
to use theirown vehicles and gas? 

That's right-everyone, includ
ing the one's with "take home" 
government cars right now. 

It's time to save some money
all unnecessary government se
dans, including the ones being 
driven by the governor, It. gover
nor, House speaker, Senate presi
dent, department secretaries, 
judges, executive directors, chiefs . 
and errand boys should be sold as 
used cars and not be replaced. Let 
them drive their own cars. Our 
commonwealth is far too cash~ 
strapped to continue this expen
sive "vehicle perk" custom. 

Will government cost-cutting hurt 
new cars dealers? Who cares? At the 
very least, it ITlllY force them to learn 
how to sell new cars at reasonable, 
competitive Guam prices. 

The next time you are driving 
somewhere and see one of those 
government sedans on the road. 
ask yourself whether it's really 
necessary. Smile at the driver and 
then contact your elected repre
sentatives and tell them you want 
the ·'invisible car provision" of 
our Constirution repealed! 

KENNETHL.GOVENDO 
Dandan, Saipan 

On 'public purpose' 
ENJOYthefurorbetweenFinance 
Secretary Lucy DLG. Nielsen and 
legislators over what is a public 
purpose expenditure. Rep. Melvin 
0. Faisao claims that he has the 
right to spend taxpayers' money 
for his personal contributions for 
birthday, christening, wedding 
and novenas. 

He calls it "public pyrpose" ex
pens!:S. 

My birthday is coming up soon. 
Mr. Faisao. How about making a 
public contribution to me? 

Mr. Faisao. face it. Contribu
tions are personal and should come 
from your personal funds-not 
from a legislative budget. Just be
cause you are a representative does 
not mean that what you contribute 

Variations 
Continued froi:n pa~~~ 

parts, and imposed onerous 
trade and military conditions on 
the Philippines before the U.S. 
recognized its independence in 
the summer of 1946. 

Such are the benefits of colo
nialism. Happily, most Americans 
on the mainland will no longer 
countenance any marked contrast 
between their government's 
avowed democratic ideals and ac
rual deeds abroad. The Clinton 
administration, in particular, has 
been apologizing quite a lot re
cently for the U.S. policy during 
the Cold War to staunchly sup~ 
port murderous tyrannical regimes 
as long as they were not aligned 
with the USSR. 

The U.S. government, however, 
has yet to acknowledge the bar
barities its am1ed forces inflicted 

becomes a public purpose. When 
you provide a tent for a novena, it is 
no more public purpose than when 
the family rents a tent. Many fami
lies rent tents and many businesses 
supply tents as contributions, and I 
do not see those people claiming 
public purpose. 

You should, of course, be ap
plauded for making "personal" 
contributions. I am not in your 
district, and I do not know why 
you were not reelected. Perhaps 
the people inyourdistrictare look
ing for more in a public official 
than someone who uses public 
funds to rent a tent. 

RICHARD W. PIERCE 
Susupe, Saipan 

on the Philippine,. and its occu-
o pationof amnion that had already 

declared its im.lepcndencc. And 
then there are also the undeniable 
grievances of the Native Hawai
ians, the Puerto Ricans and, of 
course, the Chamorus of Guam, 
some of whom are urging for in
dependence. 

I find this pro-independence 
stance by these U.S. citizens 
admirable. While almost every
one in the Third World would 
want to get into the U.S., these 
U.S. citizens in Hawaii, Puerto 
Rico and Guam want to deter
mine their own fate at their own 
terms even at the cost of forsak
ing the most sought-after pass
port on this planet. 

As the example of the Philip
pines showed, all they need is the 
unflagging support of their people. 
There has been no great power, not 
even a superpower, that could deny 
independence to a people who al
ready consider themselves free. 
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Senate confirmation process 
meaningless, says Demapan 

RCA rejects new trash regulations 

By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

FORMER Senate President Juan 
S. Demapan said the courrshould 
not al low the governor's appoint
ment scheme to continue because 
it only makes the Senate confir
mation process meaningless. 

Demapan, through counsel 
Yoon Chang. said by appointing 
Maya Kara and others as acting 
A Gs, Governor Pedro Tenorio is 
evading the intent of the Com
monwealth Constitution. 

Demapan in court papers said 
Kara is improperly acting as act
ing AG. therefore, any funds that 
she is receiving is improper. 

Demapan and business part
ner Cheung Ping Yin filed a $3-
mill ion lawsuit against Kara and 
other persons over an alleged 
illegal arrest during a raid at their 
.. legitimate" gambling establish
ment in Garapan. 

Chang in plaintiffs' motion for 
summary judgment said they 

Juan S. Oemapan 

have clearly shown that there are 
no genuine issues of material fact 
that Kara's appointment as acting 
AG is unconstitutional and im
proper. 

Chang said defendants have 
failed to show that there are issues 
of material fact. 

Chang said the defendants' re
sponse was that since then Gover
nor Froilan Tenorio used the 30-
day weekend scheme, it is proper. 

Second, the lawyer said, the 
defendants attack the character 
of Demapan's counsel, Pedro 
M. Atalig, in the hopes of side 
tracking the court's attention 
from the real issue in this case. 

.. Neither of these arguments 
addresses the issues brought 
forth by the plaintiffs-that Kara 
is serving illegally as the acting 
AG by evading the confirmation 
process of the Senate," Chang 
said. 

The issue of whether the gov
ernor can indefinitely appoint 
an acting AG, Chang said, was 
never contested in the prior ad
ministration by any party. 

·'However, the fact that the 
prior administration also had 
acting AGs does not in itself 
make it proper," Chang said. 

She pointed out that defen
dants do not cite any legal au
thority, which authorizes the 
governor to make appointment 

Continued on page 51 

By Rene P.Acosta 
Variety News Staff 

TRASH collectors are not only 
asking for the delay in the imple
mentation of the proposed Solid 
Waste Collection and Disposal 
Regulations but are also against 
most of its provisions. 

Filing Tuesday its response on 
the proposed regulations. the 
Refuse Collector's Association 
(RCA) rejected the proposed rates. 
payment scheme, and registration 
of its members to government 
agencies especially to the Divi
sion of Environmental Quality. 

The government, based on the 
proposal, has temporarily aban
doned.its plan of capping tipping 
fees based on every ton of gar
bage that will be disposed but on 
every cubic yard until such· time 
that a weighing scale has been 
purchased. 

The new regulation has catego
rized waste as municipal (those 
that are common), asbestos-con
taining materials, sewage sludge, 
dead animals, spoiled food, as
phalt, rock or dirt, concrete. and 
land clearing debris with refuse 
or scrap metal. 

The tipping fee is being pro-
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posed to be implemented under a 
scheme called volumetric assess
ment wherein an attendant sta
tioned in the disposal site would 
be the one tasked in determining 
the volume of garbage that was 
being dumped into by the hauler 
based on cubic yard. 

The "discretionary assessment" 
can be done based on the trash 
containers either as drum, pickup 
truck orpassengervehicle, flatbed 
and trailer or overlo.aded pick up 
truck, dump truck or large trailer, 
compactor truck, and roll-off con
tainer. 

The fees, however, are not to
tally the same and would be based 
on the category of the trash and 
the container. 

The RCA said the fees con
tained in the proposed regulations 
are "arbitrary, unfair and exces
sive." It has called for a uniform 
and reasonable rate on the waste 
categories. 

The association also said the 
payment scheme wherein a hauler 
is required to secure coupons from 
the Department ofFinance, which 
will be presented to the gate at
tendant as his payment will only 
create confusion and "unneces
sary red tape".especially for com-
mercial haulers. 

_ Instead, RCA wants an atten
dant be stationed on site to record 
and log the incoming volume of 
waste for each commercial hauler. 
The log should.be in the form of 

· an invoice signed and attested by 
the company's personnel and be 
paid at the end of the month. 

The proposed new rule states 
that in case a disagreement arise 
between the attendant and the 
hauler on the volume of trash, it 
can be directly pursued at the of-
fice of the Divisionof Solid Waste 
Management. 

On the registration to th.e DEQ, 
the haulers said they opposed this 
condition since it will amount to 
"double taxation and a gross dupli
cation of departmental functions." 

"RCA strong! y feels that its 
members should not be subjected 
to such intiniidating conditions 
nor be put in a situation where 
their very survival and existence 
in the industry rest upon one 
individual's whims and wishes. 
RCA feels that the power given to 
the DEQ director is much too 
strong and should be reconsid
ered if not totally deleted." the 
association said. 

Based on its provision. any com
pany that is involved in the trash 
business should provide the DEQ 
with its current business license. 
its list of trucks as well as of the 
other equipment that are involved 
in the operation. and the location 
of the vehicle and equipment's 
storage facility. 

The haulers are also required to 
pay a yearly registration of $25. 

TI1e proposed regulation also 
empowered the DEQ Director. at 
his own discretion. to modify. 
suspend or revoke the registra
tion of any commercial -waste 
hauler for any infraction related 
to the rules and regulations. 

It said that the "modification. 
suspension, or revocation shall 
become final ten days after being 
served (any company) with the 
Notice of Final Decision from the 
DEQ." 
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Customs seizes illegal items 
By Haldee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

MORE THAN 20 boxes of 
dextrose bottles have been 
confiscated by the Division of 
Customs early this week, 

prompting the agency to issue 
a warning against bringing in 
hospital items without proper 
authorization. 

Customs Director Joe 
Mafnas said the medical items. 

( 

which were seized from Chi
nese individuals, will be de
stroyed. 

"Those were illegal (items). 
Only the Department of Pub
lic Health (DPH) can bring in 

Two firefighters pose in front of the Tower 1 vehicle of the Division of Fire which is among the agencies 
parlicipating in the ongoing observance of the Disaster Prepared Week. Photo by Rene P. Acosta 

PACIFIC 
ISLANDS 
CLUBsAJPAN 

All the Fl1n \!ol1 Can t-Jandle 

Call (670) 234-7976 ext. 7736, fax (670) 235-7981 or 
email at sa1es@picsaipan.com for more information or 
purchases. Certificates valid for up to six months. 

hospital items Others. if they 
want to bring in same items 
need to be certified first by 
DPH and DPH will then in
form us about it," said Mafnas. 

While consignees of seized 
items are··given the option of 
destroying the items here or 
send them back to the place of 
origin at their own expense, 
Mafnas said the consignees for 
the bottles chose to have them 
destroyed here. 

This has been the first time 
such kind of hospital items 
are intercepted by Customs 
personnel. 

Customs' confiscation of 
unauthorized hospital or medi
cal items is in line with the 
provisions of the "Rules and 
Regulations Governing the 
Importation, Storage. Sales 
and Distribution of Drugs and 
Pharmaceutical Products ... 

Meanwhile, foreign pre
scription and over-the-counter 

.. drugs continue to be seized 

Joe Mafnas 

from disembarking passengers 
and cargoes at the Saipan In
ternational Airport. 

In October, Customs seized 
some 509 pounds of medicine. 
up from the previous month's 
395 pounds. The bulk of con
fiscated medicine in the past 
months came from China. 
while the rest are from South 
Korea, the Philippines and 
other Asian countries. 

Pioneer 
Presents a 
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On SATURDAY, 
Dec. 18, 1999 

from 9PM to 12 AM 
All prices are down by 

regular prices 
Grab this chance. If 

you're looking for home 
stereo, home theater 

system, car stereo, TV, 
VCR, and other stereo 

components 
-we have it here 

Location: 
next to McDonald's in Middle Road 

Chelan Laulau 
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Guam undertakes Census 2000 
By Eric F. Say 
Variety News Staff 

HAGATNA-The Census 2000 
project. which will span over the 
next half year. will require the 
services of hundreds of people. 

Starting Monday, those inter
ested in being temporarily em
ployed will be able to pick-up 
and submit applications to the 
local Census Office at the Tiyan 
Chapel Annex. 

According to Guam Census 
chief, Ed Bitanga, hiring will be 
done in a numbirof pha;es lead
ing up to Census Day on April I, 
2000. 

Between Monday, Dec. 19. 
s.nd April I. over 1.000 people 

will be trained for the census 
gathering, Bitanga said. 

A large support staff is also 
needed for the census takers to 
successfully complete their jobs. 

This means that many office 
support staff and clerks will be 
hired. 

Bitanga said wages will be 
paid on an hourly basis, ranging 
between $IO to $13.50 an hour. 

But there are a number of re
quirements that applicants need 
to be aware of. 

An applicant must be at least 
18-years-old. He or she must 
have identification and must be 
eligible to work in the U.S, 

A drug-screening test will be 
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from Dec. 17 to 31, 1999 

mandatory prior to being hired. 
A Federal Bureau of Investiga
tion background investigation 
will be also be conducted. 

Bitanga said those with out
going personalities and have 
strong analytical and commu
nication skills should apply. 

"We hope that people who un
derstand just how important this 
project is for Guam and our 
country will apply," Bitanga 
said. 

Applicants, however, must 
understand that census workers 
are sworn to secrecy and must 

pass security and reference 
checks, Bitanga added. 

"The U.S. Census Bureau has 
an unbroken record of protect
ing the public's privacy without 
a single incident of a breach of 
trust," said U.S. Census Advi
sor to Guam Maggie Musquiz. 

Several photos of post war Guam which formed part of the Borda/lo collection were presented to the Nieves 
Flores Memorial Library earlier this week. Photo by Eduardo c. Siguenza 
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NOVEMBER 20, 1999 • DRAWING 
Joeten Shopping Center-Susupe GRAND DRAW- DECEMBER 11, 1999 

15 Winners 0 Joeten Shopping Center-Susupe 0:~ 

{Joeten Gift Certificate worth $100.00) 
n 
C Master Ceremonies: C 
0 

1 . Raul Molinar 
~:; Darlene Macaranas (JCT) Joeten Wholesale 
(j 

2. Esther Ismael 
''.) 

(5 WINNERS of Joeten Gift Certificate worth $200.00) (~: 

3. Fiorita Rivera 
{) 

{} 

4. Erlinda Camacho 0 1 . Barbara Galvez 
5. Ruth De Los Reyes ';) 2. Catherine Crisostomo 
6. Rowena Guiao :1 3. Jesusa Tacata 
7. Rosana Meneses 4. Ermila Lavaria 
8. Wilma Quendan 5. Paul Rafols 
9. Renierose Danganan 

10. Maria Victoria Pena (2 WINNERS of Joeten Gift Certificate worth $500.00}. 
11. Julie Dy ;> 1. Alsree Chiong 
12. Haydee Reyes 2. Julie Dy 
13. Wrene May Alegre 
14. Nicolasa Bernardo 
15. Tommy Tim Cepeda 

2 WINNERS of Joeten Gift Certificate worth $1,000.00 
• RENIEROSE DANGANAN 

0 ANiTA DE VERO 
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By Rene P. Acosta 
Variety News Staff 

THE EMERGENCY Management Office may recom
mend further extension of the State of Emergency 
which was declared on the island by Governor Pedro P. 
Tenorio after noting no changes in the activity of Mt. 
Alamagan. 

EMO Director Greg Guerrero said they may ask for 
another extension of the emergency status which is set 
to expire on Dec. 26. after the volcano has showed no 
sign of improvement in its activity . 

Meanwhile. different agencies gathered with their , 
equipment for a one day display Wednesday as part of 
the Disaster Preparedness Week which was declared 
by TenoriofromDec.13uptol7. 

Fire fighters. police. Red Cross. EMT. and Emer
gency Management Office personnel and Aircraft 
Rescue Firefighters displayed their paraphernalia , 
infront of the Multi Purpose Center in Susupe. yester
day. the disaster members were to visit schools for 
disaster preparedness lecture. 

"Different agencies get together to respond and 

assist each other in times of disasters, and what we are Members of the multi-agency on disaster preparedness composed of members of the Red Cross, Fire, police, EMT, and the 
doing is a display to let the public know what we have,'" Emergency Management Office gather Wednesday with their equipment in observance of Disaster Preparedness Week. 
said Guerrero. Photo by Rene P. Acosta 

Filipinos advised: Travel 
with complete documents 

By Rene P. Acosta 

Variety News Staff 

FILIPINOS traveling this 
holiday season should see to 
it that they bring along with 
them all the needed papers so 
as to avoid any potential travel 
problems, the Philippine Con
sulate has advised. 

Guest workers leaving for 
the Philippines should bring 
with them their permits or 
copies of their contracts, alien 
cards, and also secure an 
Overseas Employment Cer
tificate (OEC) from the Con
sulate, said Consul Julia 
Heidemann. 

While the OEC, which is 
being required from a depart
ing overseas workers by em-

ployment officials at the air
port in the Philippines, can be 
taken from the Philippine 
Overseas Employment Ad
ministration in Manila, or at 
the Consulate. 

Minors who will not be ac
companied by their parents in 
their trips to the Philippines 
should obtain a clearance from 
the Consulate so that they will 
not be refused entry by the 
country or the carr"ier. Conti
nental Airlines. 

Those leaving for Europe 
should see to it that besides 
having the Shengen Visa, they 
also need to have with them 
visas for their particular des
tinations, even if they are mar
ried to us citizens. 

LAWN AND GARDEN CENTER 
S!ERY~CE, PARTS & SUPPU!ES 

Phone: (670) 235-7396 · Fax: (670) 235-7397 PMB 482, PPP Box 10000, Saipan MP 96950 

,.G'h,v;~llJlflA~ J)ectalt ,. 
Personal rolls of line $3.00 to $6.00 

Square Brushcutter Line 3 lb. Roll (Appr) 450 Feet $35.00 · 
5 Sided Brushcutter Line Extra Large 775 Feet Roll (Appr) $45.00 

8 oz. Shindaiwa 2 Cycle Oil $1.50 (Reg. Price $2.75) 
3.2 oz. Sindaiwa 2 Cycle Oil $1.00 (Reg. Price $1.75) 

Bring this ad & receive 
FREE line, Oil, Gas Can, 

Metal Head, 
Harness & $5.00 of 
quality Shell Fuel. 

The Shindaiwa 
C230 Brushcutter 

Now you can trim all day and still have arm 

strength to spare. That's because the lightweight 

( I 0.1 lbs) C230 is powered by a pro-tuned engine with superior 

power-to-weight ratio. In addition, the C230 features an efficient : makes long lawncare days 
.: seem shorter! 

NEED A GENERATOR BUT DON'T KNOW WHAT SIZE TO BUY? 
VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT www.ppandw.com FOR THE ANSWERS. 

anti-vibration system. Low torsion-load straight shaft. See your 

Shindaiwa dealer for details on this sh·1nda•1wa 
and many other great 

Shindaiwa Products. 
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{30lbs) 

'~) US Pork Chops $13.95 

US Beef Short Ribs $17.95 

c:3 NZ Flank Steak 

NZ Beef Stew 

$18.95 

$12.95 

Bar-S Chopped Ham $14.95 
(5 lbs) 

i@H.C. FrankMillerSausage $12.95 
~:::,_. __ 

, · .. '5 Bar•S Jumbo Franks HDtdog .89¢ 

Bar·S Bacon $1.79 

Pot Roast(lbs) $1.79 

~\ Ground beef 110",1 $14.95 
' . 

Portuguese Sausage $1.95 

lchiban 
{21 c/t) 

$6.75 c/s 
limit 2 cs. 

{33 lbs) 

Black Tiger Shrimps 16/20 -'"· U.S. Extra Large Eggs 
r~ -''•,);.,..] 

,c0~·~· 
'"t=J,:C l_J,_:)<fi>---}/ . ] 

$1.29 
doz 

Milagrosa Super Jasmine Rice $16.80 
6 oz 

Stove Top Stuffing Mix 

Tilapia 
Seafood Mix 
Milkfish 

$1.99 

lb .99¢ 
$2.99 

lb $1.29 

Ajinomoto i11bsJ ~ $1.29 

Imitation Crabmeat 111bJ $1.99 

.69~ 

~=,,;Gain (85 
load) 

~ $11.95 

{50 lbs) 
limit 2 c/s $16.95 

Nestea Ice Tea Mix (53 ozJ $3.29 Ii Spam 
$6.95 Wesson Oil 11 gall I Folgers Coffee (39 oz.J 

' Kikkoman Soy sauce 11.6 IQ $3.49 

Salad Oil 1s ga11 

@ Foam Plate (50 c11J 

$15.95 

$1.99 

Bounty Paper Towel 
.,.,;,a.ZJ Sugar (44 tbsJ $1.19 ~ 

$1.29 

Gold Medal Flour 5 Jbs $1.99 

Tang 12oqrtJ $6.95 

Sanka Instant Coffee $4.95 
(8 oz) 

Three Diamond Tuna .89¢ 
Coco Tuna .79$ 
Delmonte Whole Corn .69$ 

Charmin 12 Roll 

$4.95 
24 Roll 

$9.95 

11 Best Foods Mayonnaise $3.69 
"·-,,, (32 oz) 

Ox & Palm (corned beeij $1.59 

Beachcliff Sardines .69¢ 

Golden State Vinegar (1 gal) $2.39 

~G. $650 ~ am (Liquid 100 oz) • 

Diamond Foil 2oosqm. $4.95 

Real 
Freshmilk 

Reg or Low l32 oz) 

$12.75 c/s 
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HSBC donates to education 

' '· ;:,-

From left, NMC director of Learning Resources Jim Ellis, HSBC deputy manager Vickie lzuka, HSBC 
assistant VP Viola R. Sablan, HSBC VP Edna Rebanal, NMC director of Finance & Administration Alvaro 
Santos, and NMC director of Dev. & Alumni Relations Tony U. DeLeon Guerrero pose for a group photo at 
the HSBC Building yesterday. Photo by Marian 

By Marian A. Maraya 
Variety News Staff 

THE NORTHERN Marianas Col
lege (NMC) is one step closer to 
achieving its goal in becoming a 

four-year school of education 
through a very "generous" dona
tion by the Hongkong Shanghai 
Banking Corporation (HSBC) 
Limited, NMC spokesperson Ray 

}Vlerry ehristmas!! 

Mafnas yesterday revealed. 
HSBC will officially be hand

ing over a sum of$5,000to NMI's 
lone college tomorrow at Pacific 
Islands Club to be used in im-

proving and adding to NMC's 
library resources. 

Guam-based HSBC Vice Presi
dent for Operations Edna R. 
Rebanal said that education and 
environment me among the bank's 
top priorities when it comes to 
making donations. 

'This is actually a mandate that 
comes from the top, the Chair
man of the bank. We invest in 
anything that's education-related. 
Of course, we have to understand 
the purpose: ,,nd it must be in 
support of education and envi
ronmental initiatives. And this is 
done all over the world. 

"In fact, we are required to allo
cate a large percent of our total 
donations to education and envi
ronment," Rebanal added. 

Since 1992, HSBC Guam works 
closely with the University of Guam 
through a internship program, pre
paring and training students for a 
future career in banking. 

"How this works is, we have it 
both ways. We get interns as part 
of their requirement. They get 
credited for working with us, and 
we pay them the hourly wage. At 

NESTE.A. 
ICE TEA. PORK 

SPARERIBS', 

CHICKEN 

LEG QUARTER\ 

331bs 

\,1f~,qe} l!.S, 

COCOA 
FROSTED\. 

HORMEL 

SPAM 

12. 0"2!, 

MIX 
53 0"2!. 

PORK 
CHOP 

" 
le ,·. 

2.0 lbs 

BEEF 

SHORT 

RIBS 
,'!fq,q5 ba 

.... ,.,., 

BEEF 

STEW 

FLANK 
§TJE:1.i?l.I'ta 

'.~ 

U.S. 
T-BONE 

CHORIZOS 

PAKPAK 

FL.A.KE 
f~.f 0-;21: 

LUVS 

2,i3t2.4fli 

~~.qq 

ULTRA 

SURF 
85 load 

,,,.. . ..,, '.~·,. ' 

VIENNA 

SAUSAGE· 
' i,5q : . ,,...; 

AUSTRALIAN 
~<-

RICE 
40lbs. 

\' -t11,q5 

the same time, we give them the 
scholarship during the semester 
that they are with us. ·· 

"It has been a good recruiting 
ground for us because we already 
know the individual and if they're 
interested and if we happen to 
have an opening, then it's a done 
deal," Rebanal said. 

HSBC's donation to NMC will 
also serve to give the same perks 
to students in the CNMI. 

'"This would certainly help us 
in increasing our capacity and ca
pability to provide services to our 
students. · 

"This is very timely because of 
the fact that we are a candidate tq 
become a four-yem-school of edu
cation. And we have the need for 
more learning resources. The 
money would be directed to pro
mote that area. 

"Apparently, we are the only 
higher education institution in the 
CNMI, not only now but the last 
300 years, this is the only one 

and we are very proud of it. 
"And having the resources is one 

of the requirements for accredita
tion. This means enhancing our 
library services for students to have 
these necessary materials to supple
ment their learning at the college," 
Mafnas said. 

This Saturday. NMC will be pre
senting HSBC with a ce1tificate 
commending their .valuable sup
pmt for education in the CNMJ. 

HSBC Assistant Vice President 
for Retail Services Viola R. Sablan 
at the check awarding will also be 
making a company presentation 
for-NMC. 

The HSBC Group is one of the 
world's leading international 
banking and fimmcial services or
ganizations. 

It has major consumer. com
mercial and investment banking 
and insurance businesses operat
ing under long-established names 
in the Asia-Pacific region, Eu
rope, the Americas, the Middle 
East, and Africa . 

HSBC Holdings is incorporated 
in England, with its head office in 
London. 

The Group's assets amount to 
$458 billion, as of June 30, 1997. 

Christmas arts, 
crafts exhibit at 
Tinian Dynasty 
THE COMMONWEALTH 
Council for Arts and Culture in 
cooperation with Tinian Dynasty 
Hotel is sponsoring a Christmas 
Arts and Craft Exhibit starting 
today December 16. 1999 until 
Dec. 20, 1999. 

The four-day exhibit will fea
ture traditional crafts maker and 
artist from Saipan and Tinian. 

There will be actual demon
stration and various pe1fo1mances 
to be scheduled. 

Opening Reception will be on 
Friday, Dec.17th at 5:30 p.m. at 
the Tinian Dynasty Hotel. 

TI1ere will be traditional dance 
workshop on Dec.18-19 to be in
structed by the Mix Culture Danc
ers from Saipan. 

For more information. please 
call the Arts Council at322-9982/ 
83 
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Pago agents.sCore dope bust 
PAGO PAGO (Pacnews) -

American Samoa customs agents 
have intercepted a marijuana ;hip
ment wonh more than US$ I 0,000 
from Samoa at Pago Pago Inter
national Airpon. 

A good ponion of the drug was 
found inside bags of Samoan co
coa while the rest was found in-

side the clothes of the alleged 
carrier, a citizen of Samoa who 
maintains legal residence in the 
territory. 

Chief Customs Officer Galu 
Satele said on-duty agents be
came suspicious of the bags of 
cocoa because they were heavier 
than usual. 

They discovered the illegal sub
stance when they opened the bags, 
which had extra layers of plastic 
covering. 

The suspect, a male, was held 
overnight at the local police sta
tion. He was questioned and then 
let out on bail. Police said charges 
will be laid sometime this week. 

'> ' ~ ,jl ..... : ·. '.".~.· . . i.. .'ll,:J. 

'
' ·1· 
i~'dJl"·l)rive and Drink?! 
<_~;.->No problem! Anytime! 

IJ Safe a,nJ, dledltu, A~ :/J!Unh 
~ di~. CRYSTAL GEYSER 

. N A T U R A L 

alpine spring water 
ilH, 
~t 

. Buy 1 O cases at Wholesale prices and 
get 1 case Free, plus FREE delivery! 

Sizes: 1. 2 liter 
1 liter, 1. 5 liter 

Saipan Ice & Water Co., Inc. 
P.O. Box 501808, Saipan MP 96950 

Tel. 322-9848 / 9455 I 6130 
We Care About Your Health. 

the Staff and Management of Hakubotan would like to wish the 
people of the Commonwealth 

A Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year 

Satele said customs agents are 
stepping up enforcement during 
the holiday season at the airport 
and the shipping port as drug traf
fickers usually take advantage of 
the busy travelling season to sneak 
in their contraband cargo. 

The Customs chief used the in
cident to illustrate why customs 
agents have to thoroughly check 
traveller's belongings. 

He said people are coming up 
with all sorts of ways to smuggle 
illegal substances and a thorough 
search of luggage and cargo is a 

sure way to combat the problem. 
Many travellers have lodged 

official complaints about the way 
customs agents slice up produce 
and cooked foodstuff but Satele 
pointed out that this is necessary 
because smugglers have been 
known to hide drugs in cooked 
food. Earlier this year marijuana 
from Samoa was found inside 
loaves of Samoan bread called 
"fa'apapa". 

Other shipments of marijuana 
were hidden in bundles of fine 
mats and bags of kaybok. 

French Pol~esf~.,. ~;·~~f 
execute fishing .a.gr§~m~~~ > 

··:·,' .. - •,•,•.,..•,, ·,·, · ..... · .. ,_., ......... _.,, ....... ,.,.,, .. 

PAPE'ETE (Pina)_;_, French .. FreiitlJPolyn¢siar1fisl!enn~1ljri 
Polynesian and South Korean nrdFr t? help tltern deyelo~~ht!ir 
officials have signed a fishing myn fl~t ~q ~venl)t~UY.ll~ tlit 
agreement seuirig ·the rules for . ·· pEZtoJ9I;il¥1c ves~rls, .) •.• • \·.• .• 
fishirig ill. thrFrenchteITitory.'$} . J'he llllP»-M~ p9i:ne~ ~~i~n 
exclusiveecoI1omic zone (E~) . inqease .. colllparedto l~t}';i~'~ 
foi: the year 200(), dailynewspac agreei:nerits,which fix¢)tqµot_a 
per La Depeche de Tahiti rec qf3 ,oop foriries and 70 aU~~~ci 
ports here on Monday. fishingyesseJs_ .•. . . • ... i) i 

Under .the agreement, which Korei;n vessels starte1fisbing 
was. $ighed on Saturday by the irt);ren9h Polyn~sia iP !?~~; 
two parties>after three days of .Sin~ ~~11, .fi~h)~g- a~!!!r?~ 
"intense" • negotiations, South · with Fren9hPolmesiaha"f ;l)tj~ 
Korea.·acquit#s permission to renewed annually. 
fish up to a limitof 3,300 tonnes . One of the cooditionsfo 1he ai'.. 
of mainly .red tuna in Frerich fowaoce is that aIIXoreful v~ssels 
Polynesia's EZZ (five million have to be equipped with a satellite 
square kilometres) with a fleet positioning beacon· making; them 
of 78 boats. · locatable at anygivendme. 

In return, South Korea is to Th~ totalaµthori~clqu?~for 
pay 9.37millioi1 French Pacific Korea isjust under half ofthe 
Francs (CFP, about 90,000 US total catch in the French Jerrie 
dollars), The sum isto be paid to 

Air Conditioning &Refrigeration, H9tel & Restaurant Supplies 

J\lcua oh, S~t 
KE l VINATOR SPLITAIR CONDITIONER 

Made in Japan 

9,000 BTU 998.00 
12,000 BTU 1,198.00 
18,000 BTU 1,579.00 
24,000 BTU 1,735.00 
60,000 BTU 3,199.00 
Features: 
• LCD Wireless Remote 
• Automatic Timer 
• Dehumidifier Function 
• Lifetime, easy to clean filter 
• Super Quiet Operation 
• Automatic Louver Control 

".,;.:· 

'Prices include basic installation 
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We accept major cards: 

•= • NAP FOOD STAMPS 
• CNMI SENIOR CITIZEN CARDS 
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Island Fiesta Bldg. Susupe • Tel.: 235-1492 • Fax: 235-1493 

U.S. 
GRAPEFRUIT 

GREEN D' 
ANJOU PEAR 
PEAR-BOSC 

PEAR 
BARTLITT 

GREEN BELL 
PEPPER 

BROCOLI 
CROWN 

¢,fl ~ ff;''.\ 

._1")J.10J'.~~J) 

Lb. 

BROCOLI Lb. 

DEL MONTE 
TOMATO 
SAUCE 

8 oz. 

CONDITIONER 
15 OZ-

SOFT N' GENTLE 

TISSUE 
4 ROLL 

ZEE NAPKIN 
360 Cts. 

COCO MANILA 

COCONUT MILK 
400 ML 

SPAM 
LESS SALT 
12 Oz. 

OX& PALM 
CORNED BEEF 

12 oz. 

Ea. 

Ea. 

'---------=---..J 
MEAT CUTTING 

ROOM 

~~•,,,u, 
FRESH PORK 
S/D ADOBO 
CHILLED 

~~f,,~h 
FRESH PORK 
RIB CHOP 
CHILLED 

~~.,,~ .. 
FRESH PORK 
BELLIES 
CHILLED 

U.S. 
PORK CHOP 
Family Bag 
Frozen 

U.S. 
PORK HOCKS 
Sliced Tray Pack 
Frozen 

PORK SPARE 
RIBS 

10 Lb. Box 

TYSON CHICKEN 
QUARTER LEG 

CHICKEN 
QUARTER LEG 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Family Bag Lb. 

MONTANO SARDINES 

Ea. 

CHICKEN 
LEG QUARTER 

Case 

50 Lb. 
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Marshalls census shocker: 

By Gfff Johnson 
For the Variety 
MAJURO - The 1999 census 

conducted in the Marshall Islands 
shows a "remarkable decline in the 
national growth rate" - and out
migrationofislanders to the United 
States in the 1990s is "the biggest 
factor" in the drop, national plan
ner Jefferson Bu tuna said in Majuro 
on Wednesday. 

The movement of large numbers of Marsha/I Islanders to the U.S. accounts for the massive drop in population 
growth, according to Marsha/I Islands national census officials. Photo by Gitt Johnson 

Initial results of the 1999 
Marshall Islands national census 
were so far below population pro
jections that census officials at first 
thought they had seriously 
undercounted the population. But 
a three-atoll census investigation 
showed only two percent of the 
population was not counted in the 
initial count. The preliminary re
port of the census, issued earlier 
this week, concludes that out-mi
gration of islanders is the prime 

'I 

OF 
GAB 

Get the perfect 
gao gift tnis [nristmas 

Take 2J% off all other cellular 
and paging units in stock 

and 25% off all accessories. 

Motorola Starrnc 3000U 

Motorola ~3o2D 
CATIONS 

The Choice is Clear. 

For more information, call 235-PAGE: 
Hours: Mon-Sat 9am-6pm 

Hew actiuations only. Security epos1t requirno. ~enalty for early cancellation. While supplies last. *$15 actiuation fee applies. 
18 month contract requireo. **$25 actiuation fee applies. 24 month c@tract requ[eo on Hami plan or higher. 

PACIFIC ISLANDS 

cause of the growth decline, while 
differing methods used for count
ing in the 1980and 1988censusled 
to the erroneous conclusion that . 
the Marshalls had a 4.24 percent 
annual growth rate in the 1980s. 

According to the census, there 
are 50,865 people living in the 
Marsha!! Islands -- an increase of 
just 7,485 from the I 988 census, a 
figure that the census report said 
"is way below the expected figure 
the for the year, which is between 
55,000 and 60,000 persons." The 
census was conducted at the end of 
June and early July, with house-to
house verification follow-up on 
three atolls concluding in October. 

The modest undercount of 1,021, 
however, does not account for the 
drastic drop in the growth rate since 
the last census, the report said. 

"There are two possible factors 
that may help explain the remark
able decline in the national growth 
rate, from 4.2 percent annually in 
the 1980-1988 period, to 1.5 per
cent annually in the 1988-1999 
period," the report said: 

• the increasing number of 
Marshallese migrating to the U.S. 
and elsewhere after theimplemen
tation of the Compact of Free As
sociation in 1986. 

• the exclusion of many migrant 
students in the I 980 census, on the 
one hand, and the inclusion in the 
1988 census of Marshallese mi
grants, who had returned from 
studying in the U.S. and from 
Saipan in the Northern Marianas 
after the U.S. Trust Territory ad
ministration shutdown in the early 
1980s, on the other hand. 

The census reported that in a 
1997 U.S.-sponsored census of 
Micronesian migrants in Hawaii, 
2,024 Marshallese were counted, 
the report said. "Of this number, 
1,839 or 9 I percent migrated to 
Hawaii after the Marshall Islands 
implemented its Compact of Free 
Association with the U.S." 

Other counts showed 107 
Marshallese on Guam - 98 per
cent of them post-Compact mi
grants -and 61 in Saipan. Thou
sands more arc believed to be liv
ing in the mainland United States, 
though no census has been con
ducted to determine theirnumbers. 

The report said that the Marshall 
Islands immigration office "noted 
that the increase in the outflow of 
mignmts was most evident in the 
last three ye,u-s, starting in 1996. 
One major factor for the emigra
tion of Marshallese was the reduc
tion in the work force in the gov
ernment as well as private sector." 

While the report acknowledges 
that in the em·Iy 1980s, "fertility in 
the Marshall Islands was the high
est among the Pacific Island coun
tries," it says other factors elevated 
this rate to an astronomical 4.24 
percent. 

Census officials believe that the 
1980 census conducted by the TI 
administration seriously 
undercounted the number of 
Mm·shall Islanders, inaccurately 
inflating the actual growth rate be
tween 1980 and 1988. 
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2 Samoas to hold t s 
PAGO PAGO (Pacnews)- Im
migration, fishing rights, agricul
ture and trade will be among the 
topics discussed at a December 27 
Summit meeting between leaders 
of the two Samoas to be held in 
Pago Pago. 

This week a working group from 
Samoa will meet with local coun
terparts to go over the agenda of the 
Samoa Summit. Except for a Sa
moa Trade Mission hosted by the 
Amelican Samoans in 1996, this is 
the first inter-Samoa talks to be 
held during the Tauese/Togiola 
administration. 

The first talks were held in 1986 

• 

while Aifili Paulo Lutali was Gov
ernor and the idea was for the two 
sides to reciprocate trade, share 
medical expertise and technology, 
co-operate on immigration matters 
and a host of other fields such as 
fisheries and agriculture. 

The first inter-Samoa talks re
sulted in a Memorandum of Un
derstanding which today forms the 
basis of co-operative links between 
the two sides. 

One sticky issue that is sure to 
come up.again in this year's talks is 
what local authorities perceive as 
an abuse of three day permits which 
are issued by Samoa's Immigra-

tion Department for visitors travel
ling to Pagopago. 

The permits are supposed to be 
issued only to business travellers 
and for emergency purposes such 
as funerals and illnesses. Local 
immigration agents claim the issu
ance of the three day visas are 
being abused. 

What usually happens is that 
people coming over on a three day 
permit ends up staying here for a 
month or over a year in some cases, 
instead of returning home after the 
three days. 

It has also come to the attention 
oflocal authorities that some people 

who are deported for overstaying 
orforcommitting crimes make their 
way back to Pago Pago on three 
day permits, in spite of the Immi
gration Offic~ in Apia being given 
a list of crime offenders and 
deportees. 

The Samoa side is likely to bring 
up the stepped up enforcement of 
American Samoa's exclusive eco
nomic zone, which recently resulted 
in a US$5,000 fine for a Samoan 
fishing boat, was found fishing in 
American Samoa. 

Processor: Intel Celeron 40DMHz Processor w/ 128K Cache 
Memory: 32MB SDRAM expandable to 256MB 
Hard Drive: 4.3GB Ultra DMA hard drive 
Monitor: Color Monitor 15" 
Graphics Accelerator: ATI Pro Turbo AGP 2X with 4MB 
Floppy Drive: 3.5 inch 1.44M.B diskette drive 
Audio: Crystal CS4280 JD Audio w/ speakers 
CD-ROM: 40X CD-ROM drive 
Modem: 56Kbps V.90 PCI Fax/Modem $ 
Case: Mid Tower Case 
Keyboard: 104+ PS/2 Keyboard · 
Mouse: PS/2 Mouse 
Printer: Epson Stylus 440 
Application Software: MS Works 
Operating System: . Microsoft-Windows 98 
Year 2000 Hardware Compliant 
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Fiji bids to host EU, ACP 
SUV A, Fiji islands (Pina) -
The Fiji islands are poised to 
host a record number of I 02 
countries delegates mid-2000 in 
a meeting to finalize the con
v cn tion between European 
Union and ACP (Africa. Carib
bean. P:icific) countries. Euro
pean Union (EU) officials told 
Pina Nius Online on Wednes
day. 

The race to host the final meet
ing and signing ceremony of the 
European l:Jnion new agreement 
with ACP countries could well 
be won by Fiji. as a result of 
Benin's withdrawal last week 
during the EU-ACP round of 
talks in Brussels. 

The Brussels meeting gath
ered EU and ACP countries to 
negotiate the contents of the 
document and replace the Lome 
IV convention, which expires 
on February 28, 2000. 

And the next ACP-EU con
vention to set a framework for 
European aid to ACP countries 
for the next five years could 
possibly be named "Suva con
vention." 

Under the agreement, the EU 
buys about half of the yearly 
400,000-tonnes sugar 1,roduc
tion from Fiji and allows pref
erential entry at a stabilized 
price. 

The new protocol's negotia
tors last week earmarked a total 

I DIAMOND G . 
l1,CALR0SE RICE 

· 20 lbs. 

$?·45 
Limit 1 Sk 

Friday, Saturday 
& Sunday only 

$1·69 
' ... ,' ·' 

One Whole 
Chicken in Can 

$3.99 
50 oz 

of 50.2 billion Euro. a slightly 
higher amount than the Lome 
IV convention. Macrae said. But 
the final document remains to 
b.: ratified at a still-to-be-deter
mined venue. in "May or June ... 

ACP-EU convention to be 
signed elsewhere. And Fiji 
w~uld be the only option. In 
some people's minds. it has a 
large support. it's a very attrac
tive venue. 

Apart from the location, the 
swing from a French-speaking 
country (Togo) to an English
speaking one (Fiji) would be 

favored by some, Macrae said. 
The final convention and the 
signing of the new agreement 
will gather the 81 ACP member 
countries, the 15 members from 
the European Union and other 
countries ,which received ob
server status during the ACP
EU negotiations. 

"In the Pacific only. there are 

six countries, Nauru, Palau, 
Marshall islands, Federated 
States of Micronesia, Cook is
lands, Niue, which are mem
bers of the Forum, but don't 
belong to the ACP group as yet. 

They have applied, bave been 
granted observer status and have 
;lready indicated their interest 
to sign tl}e convention." 

Three countries. Benin. Togo 
and Fiji. were bidding to host 
the final ceremony, with the 
Africans lobbying for the venue 
to be Lome again in order to 
retain the symbolic name within 
Africa. 

"The last four conventions were 
signed in Lome in Africa. It is true 
the government of the Fiji islands 
has offered Fiji as a venue for the 
signing," Suva-based David 
Macrae, head of European Union 
delegation for the Pacific, Told 
Pina Nius Online. 

Guam Legislature lauds Pangelinar1 

But last week, a twist of fate has 
made Fiji the most likely host: 
Benin withdrew its bid. 

"Benin's decision is bringing 
Fiji into the fore. We now have 
Togo and the Fiji islands as the 
two remaining bidders," Macrae 
said. 

Another factor is that EU coop
eration with Togo was suspended 
in 1998 because of the non-re
spect by this country of demo
cratic and human rights. "There 
are political difficulties in Togo. 

Also there is the point that Togo 
is another African country and 
that some parts within the ACP 
group would like to see the next 

Variety News Staff 
HAGATNA-The Legisla
ture yesterday adopted a 
resolution commending Lou 
Pangelinan for her election 
as director genera1 o( the 
Secretariat of the Pacific 
Community (SPC), the 
former South Pacific Com
mission.· 

According to Sen. Joanne 
Brown (R-Chalan Pago), the 
author of the resolution, ev
eryone who has worked for 
the former South Pacific 
Commission recognizes how 
important this organization 
is to the Micronesian region. 

"And to have one of our 
very own heading that is very 
important to Guam," Brown 
said. 

"For one, Lou is the first 
woman to have ever been 

P.O. Box 5437 
Tel. (670) 234-9774 

• Fax (670) 233-6486 
.,.. !. ' • 

:\ .... ,::/\::; 

elected director general of the 
Pacific Community in its 50-
year history. Certainly Guam, 
especially the women of 
Guam, have gained on that. 
And also, she's the first 
woman to have come from the 
Western Pacific region. This 
is important because without 
the support of our island 
neighbors, Lou would have 
had a difficult time during t~e 
caucus meeting in Tahiti," 
Brown added. 

According to the senator, all 
the people of Guam and the 
Micronesian islands stand to 
gain from Pangelinan's suc
cess. "I think her win sends 
out an important message 
throughout the Pacific in terms 
of what Guam and the rest of 
Micronesia can contribute to 
the Pacific community," 

' /\:.,.\} 

'BEEF 
Short Ribs 

Family bag 

$17·80 

Bmwn said. 
Pangelinan has served as 

SPC deputy for the last four 
years and according to the 
senator, Pangelinan has 
what it takes to lead the 
Pacific Community. 

During her speech, Brown 
also thanked Lt. Gov. 
Madeleine Z. Bordallo for 

· her support and endorse
ment of Pangelinan. 

"In Lou's candidacy, it 
was extremely important 
that she receive the support 
of her government. So we're 
very appreciative of the 
lieutenant governor's ef
forts. It was a very com
petitive election and if we 
didn't get the support of our 
local government; we would 
not have succeeded as we 

. did," the senator added. 
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'PHILIPPINES . 

Philippine President Joseph Estrada (center) tries the handrail of t.'?e new Metro Rail Transit, (v1RT, as he 
inaugurates rhe US$ 655-million elevated train project on Wednesday at suburban Quezon City AP 

New rail system starts 
MANILA, (Reuters) · Phil
ippine President Joseph 
Estrada inaugurated a subur
ban rail system for his 
crowded capital on Wednes
day, saying it was a Christmas 
gift to the people of Manila. 

The 10-km (six-mile) track 
is the first part of an elevated 
rail system that officials say 
will ultimately save some 10 
million man hours each week 
that now. are lost in traffic 
jams. Estrada cut a rib~on at 
the entrance to the terminus in 
the suburb of Quezon City and 
rode the length of the ·track to 
the edge of the Makati busi
ness district. 

He was accompanied by se
nior officials of the Metro
politan Rail Transit Corp 
(MRTC), the company build
ing the system, state transport 
officials and diplomats. 

"This is one of the best 
Christmas gifts of my admin
istration to all of our people," 
Estrada said later. 

"We will be needing more 
projects like this if we want to 
move our country forward." 
The $655-million first phase 
of the MRTC system will be 
completed by mid-2000. 

Another $235-million 
project. when approved by the 
government, will complete a 
north-south loop connecting 
to both ends of an existing 
light rail system. 

MRTC and government of
ficials say approval for the 
second phase should come 
through early next year. 

They expect the project to 
be completed by mid-2002. 
MRTC is building the 16.8-
km (] 0.4-mile) line and 13 

KEEP 
SAIPAN 

CLEAN & 
GREEN 

stations of the first phase in 
collaboration with Sumitomo 
Corp and Mitsubishi Heavy In
dustries. 

The Czech Republic's CKD 
Dopravni Systemy a.s. is sup
plying the track and 73 air
conditioned rail cars. 

The new US $655 million Metro Rail Transit (MRT) speeds northward 
amid a traffic jam at suburban San Juan during its inaugural run on 
Wednesday AP · 
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RP. unemployment 
rate rises to 9.4% 
MANILA, Philippines (AP) - With the harvest and planting 
season over. Philiprine unemployment rose to 9.4 percent in 
October from July's 8.4 percent. the government said Wednes
day. 

October's unemployment rate. however. was a slight im
provement from the 9.6 percent rate registered in the same 
month last year. the National Statistics Office said. 

The statistics agency releases labor force data every three 
months. . 

In October. 29 million people in the 32 million labor force 
were employed. the agency said. 

Employment in agriculture. which traditionally accounts for 
about 40 percent of the country's workforce, declined 3.5 
percent to 1 I .2 million in October from I 1.7 mi,llion in July. 

Jobs in the construction and mining industry also fell in 
October from July. The declines, however, were offset by 
increased employment in transportation and manufacturing. 

Employment in the service sector expanded 5 percent to 3.13 · 
million in October from 2.98 million in July. 

Philipp;ne unemployment statistics do not include the large 
number of people who work only a few hours a day in makeshift 
jobs. f 

Man}\ of the country's 74 million population are not counted 
at all in the potential labor force. 

The underemployment rate in October' declined to 22.1 per0 

cent. or 6.42 million, from 22.3 percent or 6.47 million in July, 
the statistics office said. In October 1998, the underemploy
ment rate was 23. 7 percent or 6. 7 million. 

$8.99 

FOLGERS 
COFFEE 
39 oz. 

$7.99 

Orphaned children appear to be bored as they wait to be ushered into the Presidential ~alae:e fo,r a Christmas 
party organized by the foundation of President Joseph Estrada's daughter, Jackie E1erc1to-Lopez, on 
Wednesday in Manila. · AP 

RP lending rate-up to .12% 
MANILA, Philippines (AP) -
The Philippine Central Bank said 
Wednesday it has raised its over
night lending rate to 12 percent 
from 11 percent effective imme-

diately in anticipation of banks' 
increased funding needs to cope 
with possible heavy withdrawals 
ahead of the new year. 

The new rate will only be in 

effect until Jan. 15: The central 
bank kept its overnight borrow
ing rate unchanged at 8.75 per
cent. 

The overnight rates are the cen
tral bank's main tools in manag
ing liquidity. 

The last time the central bank 
changed its overnight lending rate 
was July 5, when it lowered the 
rate to 11.00 percent from 11.125 
percent. 

A central bank official said bank 
withdrawals may increase in the 
next few weeks as Filipinos pre
pare for possible Y2K-related 
computer problems. 

The Y2K, or millennium, com
puter problem is caused by old 
computer programming codes in 
which some computers use only 
the last two digits of the year. 
Without rem.edy, computers may 
interpret the date "00" as I 900 
instead of2000, causing computer 
glitches. 

HEREFORD 
CORNED BEEF 

f 2 oz 

$f&39_ $3.99 $f. f 9 
Rebels call 
ceasefire for 
Christmas 
MANILA, Philippines (AP) -
Philippine Communist rebels an
nounced a Christmas cease-fire 
Wcdncsd:1y. a day after gucrTillas 
attacked a police outpost in the 
central Philippines and killed two 
officers. 

The Marxist umbrella group, the 
National Democratic Front, said 
the cease-fire will be in effect from 
midnight of Dec. 22 to Dec. 25 and 
from midnight of Dec. 30 lo Jan. 2. 

The Communist Party of the 
Philippines ordered its armed wing, 
the New People's Army, to "avoid 
launching tactical offensives" dur
ing the cease-fire "in the humani
tarian spirit of the Chiistmas sea
son and New Year. which also 
marks the advent of a new millen
nium." 

It said the rebels, however. would 
not lower their guard against gov
ernment milir,uy actions. 

President Joseph Estrada cm·Jier 
approved a unilateral government 
cease-fire from Dec. IO through 
Jan. 9. 
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Hong Kong starts sending 
would-be migrants back 
HONG KONG (AP) - After 
Hong Kong's highest court 
bowed to Beijing's authority in 
an immigration dispute, the gov
ernment on Wednesday began 
rounding up would-be migrants 
to send them back to mainland 
China. 

About J·,OOO mainland Chi
nese whose tourist visas have 
expired will be asked to return 
to China and removed if they 
refuse. Principal Immigration 
Officer Leung Ping-kwan told 
reporters. 

Falun Gong 
plans move 
at handover 
ofMacau 
HONG KONG, (Reuters) -
Some 500 members of China's 
banned Falun Gong sect plan to 
gather in Macau during the Por
tuguese enclave's return to Chi
nese rule next week, a Hong 
Kong-based human rights group 
said on Wednesday. 

The Falun Gong followers will 
call on Chinese President Jiang 
Zemin to release jailed fellow 
practitioners in China, the Infor
mation Centre of Human Rights 
and Democratic Movement in 
China said in a statement. Macau 
reverts to Chinese rule on Mon
day after 442 years of Portuguese 
administration. 

The sect members, arriving 
this weekend from the United 
States, Japan, Taiwan, Austra
lia, Britain; Taiwan and Swe
den, will also call on Jiang to 
withdraw the arrest warrant on 
the movement's founder Li 
Hongzhi. 

The Information Centre said 
the Falun Gong members had 
already applied to the Macau 
police for permission for the 
gathering on December 19 and 
20. But security will be tight 
and the group is not expected to 
get anywhere near the Chinese 
leader. 

Beijing has pledged to give 
the enclave of 430,000 people a 
high degree of autonomy after 
the handover under the same 
"one country. two systems" 
model applied to Hong Kong, 
which Britain handed over in 
1997. 

China banned the spiritual 
movement in July after its mem
bers demanded official recogni· 
tion of their faith in a series of 
bold protests, including a gather
ing of I 0,000 followers who sur
rounded the central leadership 
compound in Beijing in April. 

Since July, Beijing has ar· 
rested at least 150 Falun Gong 
leaders and jailed some of them 
for up to 12 years. 

It has also sent an unkown 
number to labour camps with
out trial and expelled several 
foreign members of the group. 

The Immigration Department 
detained 11 of the would-be mi
grants who refused to return vol
untarily Wednesday. Another 19 
went back on their own, while 
immigration officials were pro
cessing the cases of another 1 7 
people, he said. 

whelm its resources and asked 
Beijing to offer its own inter
pretation of the law. 

Beijing said in June the court 
had erred and that the Jaw gave 
residency rights to far fewer 
people. The court reversed its 
own decision on Dec. 3 to 
abide by Beijing's interpreta
tion. 

Hong Kong's Court of Final 
Appeal ruled in January that any 
mainland Chinese person with 
at least one Hong Kong parent 
can Jive here,'but the govern
ment feared a flood of some 1.6 
million immigrants would over-

Some 4,000 would-be mi
grants who are still in court chal
lenging the government can stay. 
until their case is resolyed, 
Leung said. · 

Activist Ng Kung-siu one of two activists convicted of defacing the 
Chinese and the Hor{g Kong flags, talks to reporters outside .th.e Court 
of Final Appeal on Wednesday minutes after the court ruled ,t ,s illegal 
for protesters to burn the Chinese or Hong Kong flags. AP 
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Japan coalition avoids split 
TOKYO, (Reuters) - Japan's 
three-way coalition avoided a 
damaging split on Wednesday 
after the leader of its smallest 
party decided not to pull out, offi
cials of Prime Minister Keizo 
Obuchi 's Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP) said . 

Mercurial Liberal Party chief 
Ichiro Ozawa had hinted, not for 
the first time, that he might leave 
the coalition because he-was un
happy with Obuchi's handling of 
an electoral refonn bill. But top 
goverment spokesman Mikio 
Aoki said: "The three parties will 
continue to cooperate. 

I think there is no possibility 
( the Liberal Party) will leave.'' 
Ozawa'[. departure would have 
dented Obuchi's prestige at a time 
when his popularity ratings are al
ready crumbling. But the LDP, the 
dominant partner in the coalition. 
would have retained a majority in 
both houses of parliament with the 
help ofits other ally, the Buddhist
backed New Komeito. 

A senior LDP official said 
Ozawa, at a hastily arranged meet
ing with the prime minister, had 
not mentoned that he intended to 
leave the coalition. 

Asked whether the coalition 
would hold together in the next . 
session of parliament starting in 
January, LDP Secretary-General 
Yoshiro Mori told reporters: "I 
think so." Ozawa 's repeated 
threats to quit the coalition have 
earned him the nickname "the 

lchiro Ozawa 

middle-aged boy who cries wolf'. 
In the end, political sources said, 

many Liberal Party membe1's are 
loathe to follow their leader into 
opposition. 

The Liberals had demanded an 
extension of the current session 
of parliament, which ends on 
Wednesday, to legislate a reduc
tion in the number of seats in the 
Lower House. 

The passage of the bills was 
part of an agreement made when 
the coalition was fonned in Octo
ber. But the LOP refused and said 

· it would continue deliberations 
on the bills in the new year. 

Obuchi 's popularity has sagged 
since New Komeito joined the 
coalition in October. Obuchi co
opted New Komeito to provide 
more stability for his government, 
which is struggling to sustain 
Japan's economic recovery ahead 
of a general election due by next 
October. 
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SUNDAY BRUNCH 
from 11:00AM -

2:00PM 
Adult: $20.00 
Child: $10.00 

DINNER 
A 'LA CARTE' 

27 
STEAK & LOBSTER 

NIGHT 
from 6:30PM-9:30PM 
CAB Steak & Lobster 
priced by ounces and 

includes; 
Salad Bar with your 
choice of Dressings 

and Tempting 
Desserts. 

.28 
ITALIAN NIGHT 
DINNER BUFFET 

from 6:30pm - 9:30 
pm 

ADULT: $22.00 
CHILD: $11.00 

29 
CHAMORRO FIESTA 

DINNER BUFFET 
from 6:30 p.m. to 

9:30 p.m. 
ADULT: $22.00 
CHILD: $11.00 

/21·· (24t 25 
STEAK & LOBSTER . SEAFOOD DINNER EGGNOG LUNCH · 

NIGHT BUFFET BUFFET 
from 6:30pm- at Costa Restaurant AT COSTA 

9:30pm from 6:30PM-9:30PM RESTAURANT 
CAB Steak & Lobster Adult: $22.00 from ll:OOAM to 2:00PM 

Adult $18.00 / Kids: 
priced by ounces and Child; $11.00 $lO.OO 

includes; 1----------1---------'-------1 

Salad Bar with your CHRISTMAS GALA 
choice of Dressings DINNER 

and Tempting SIT-DOWN 
Desserts DINNER 

SOUTH OF THE 
BORDER 

(MEXICAN STYLE) 
DINNER BUFFET 
from 6:30pm to 

9:30pm 
Adult: $22.00 
Child: $11.00 

1 
0/ 
~ '-l. 

-, 

at Raraina 
Restaurant 

Adult: $55.DO I 
Kids: $30.00 

k 
31 

NEW YEARS EVE 
GALA DINNER 

at Raraina Restaurant 
Adult: $65.00 I 

Kids: $35.00 
From 6:00PM -

10:00PM 

NEW YEARS EVE 
GALA DINNER AT 

THE POOLSIDE 
Adult: $70.00 / 

Kids: $35.00 
from·6:30PM -

1:00AM 

CHRISTMAS DINNER 
BUFFET 

at Costa Restaurant 
from 6:30PM - 9:30PM 
Adult: $22.00 / Kids: 

$11.00 

TRADITIONAL 
CHRISTMAS DINNER 
at Raraina (Fine Dining) 

SIT-DOWN DINNER 
from 6:30PM - 9:30PM 

Adult $55.00 / Kids: 
$30.00 

HANG-OVER 
BRUNCH 

1 

at the Costa and 
Raraina Restaurant 
from 11 :DO a.m. to 

2:00 p.m. 
ADULT: $22.00 
CHILD: $11.00 

STEAK & LOBSTER 
NIGHT 

from 6:30PM-9:30PM 
CAB Steak & Lobster 
priced by ounces and 

includes: 
Salad Bar with your 
choice of Dressings 

and Tempting 
Desserts. 
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East Timorese children drink water from a broken running water pipe 
on Wednesday in Dili, East Timor. Dili was torched and looted by 
segments of the Indonesian military and anti-independence militia 
groups after the Aug. 30 independence vote, with most infrastructures 
including water system, being rendered unusable. AP ' 

rtormerlY known as GlG OiscothequeJ 
7t;,,ts~qs 

Ca.dies' }Jight 
Every Friday 

$5.00 entrance fee with 2 drinks of your 

choice 

JifU,eS11.ps }io.rg;!}at 
every Saturday 

$5.00 Entrance Fee with 2 drinks of your 

choice 

Cate eomers 
(After 12:45 a.m.) 

Entrance Fee is reduced to 

$3.00 dollars per person 

Must be over 21 with Local ID 

E. Timor panel reports 
back to UN rights chief 
GENEVA (AP) - The 
United Nations commission 
of inquiry on East Timor is 
reporting to the world body it 
heard evidence of Indonesian 
soldiers' involvement in the 
violence that followed the 
territory's independence 
vote, a statement said Thurs
day. 

The five-member panel's 
final report is "in an advanced 
state of preparation," said the 
office of U.N. High Commis
sionerforHuman Rights Mary 
Robinson. 

The commission briefed 
Robinson after returning from 
Jakarta last week. It spent nine 
days in East Timor gathering 
evidence. 

The panel is "unanimously 
of the view that the investiga
tory process into the allega
tions of atrocities should be 
continued with a view to 
bringing those responsible to 
justice," Robinson's office 
said. 

It did not mention the estab
lishment of a war crimes tri
bunal like those for the former 
Yugoslavia and Rwanda. 

T~he Indonesian military is 
widely accused of human 
rights abuses during 2'4 years 
of occupation of East Timor. 

Many also allege that it 
sponsored and helped pro-In
donesian militiamen launch a 
campaign of terror and de
struction that followed a land-

slide vote.for independence in 
a U.N.-organized referendum 
on Aug. 30. 

The U.N. commission 
''heard testimony of the de
struction of evidence includ
ing removal of bodies from 
the site of killings," the state
ment said. It also "heard evi
dence of the involvement of 
militia groups and army per
sonnel in the intimidation imd 
terror complained of." 

The team will present its 
report to U.N. Secretary-gen
eral Kofi Annan before the end 
of the year. 

The head of the investiga
tors, Sonia Picado of Costa 
Rica, met with several lead
ing politicfans in Jakarta. 

r,~-r~ff irt~Y,t2·&ijil'1/fit~ll~III 
T.QKYO,(g;~t~rs)·J·1fo-·. The• children·•·.were.••from 
tal of 192 .Japanese school y~~n '!>elernentai:y,juniorand. 
children killed themselves in senior high schools. A.bout 14 
the yearto l\,1ar~hJ999, a~d percentofJhe sujyiclesresulted 
some may have been moti~ from family problems and 
vated by the suicide ofa Io~ about, seven percent from 
cal rock star, the Education trouble at school, the ministry 
Ministry said on Wedne.s- said iuaseport. 
day. Ministry officials said some 

The ministry said the num- of the children may have 
ber of suicides was up by 59 cornmited ''copycat" suicides 
cases from the previous after a 33-year-old Japanese 
school year. rock star hanged himself in 

-···-----~- -- -------------

Bur. One 9· 9·· ¢ 
foo1"lora9 9ub 
uet One ~or 

Only 011 ~undays for the Month of Oei!.ember ·qq, 

; Restridlons may apf)ty. Not valid with any other otter. Good at participating stores only. 

Buy one Regular foo-tlong 'and 9e-t ano-t-her 
foo-t-long of equal or lesser value 

for qq e.en-ts only, 

AVMLABLf Al PARIICIPATING LOCllTIONS ON GUAM & SAIPAN. 

•••··tt§if ¥pg••~J·itt~~hi•••r~iiy••• 
The•·• I tt·~·/ ~g~~irIJ~~i 
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50>~uiJid~s•··c:0111ipit~? ~r•· 
d1i1chp1•frorn··. th~/we\'i{JlJl,. 
year sfocfJ986." > ..• •.· . 

alnl986, 11early 279 .c:hnc. 
dren killed lhernselves and 
some were believed fo have 
been influenced byJhe sui
cide. of ah 18-year-old pop 
singer. 

Nearly 700,000 
people staying in 
refugee centers 
JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) -
As many as 640,000 displaced 
people now shelter in camps 
across crisis-ridden Indonesia 
where ethnic, religious and sepa
ratist violence continues to flare, 
the government estimates. 

The number, includes nearly 
150,000 East Timorese who fled 
to Indonesian-controlled West 
Timor when a wave of violence 
was unleashed after a U.N. ballot 
resulted in independence. 

The Jakarta Post newspaper on 
Wednesday quoted Home: Affairs 
Minister Surjadi Soedirdjaas say
ing the · homeless were in eight 
provinces, namely Aceh, North 
Sumatra, East Java, North 
Sulawesi, West Kalimantan, 
Southeast Sulawesi, South 
Sulawesi and East Nusatenggara. 

Local officials in Maluku prov
ince. where a conflict between 
Muslims and Christians has 
claimed about 1,000 lives this 
year, said an additional 49,000 
people had taken refugee in 
mosques and churches. 

· ur1v11 with ·: .,·····.·. 
. . 
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China puts pirates on trial 
BEIJING (AP) - The pirates 
led their bound, han.:lcuffed and 
gagged victims on deck. blind
folded them, smashed their skulls 
with clubs, then dumped their 
weighted bodies overboard. 

The trial of 38 suspects in the 
vicious November 1998 hijack
ing signals China may finally be 
cracking down on high-seas pi
racy - and the corrupt officials 
who encourage it. China has re
leased suspected pirates on sev
eral occasions in recent years. 

The current trial, now under 
way, is China's first of suspected 
pirates in at least a decade, said 
Jayant Abhyankar, the London-

Rights group 
protests torture, 
unfair trials 
BEIJING (AP) - Tortured by 
police and given unfair trials, 11 
men in China's restive Muslim 
northwest have been convicted of 
separatism, with two of them sen
tenced to death, Amnesty Inter
national said Wednesday. 

The London-based human 
rights group said that Jur'at Nuri 
and Abduhalik Abdureshit were 
sentenced to death for alleged 
possession of arms, ammunition 
and explosives in the Xinjiang 
region after they made confes
sions under torture. 

Questioned by authorities a year 
ago, Abduhalik Abdureshit 
claimed that anyone "tortured as 
severely as he would confess to 
anything, even things they hadn't 
thought of, and that not even a 
dog could bear the torture he had 
endured,'' Amnesty International 
said in a statement that cited ·'un
official reports." 

The Yili Prefectural Court is
sued the verdicts in July - in
cluding prison sentences of up to 
life for the others- but relatives 
of the convicted men only learned 
of the sentences through unoffi
cial channels three days before 
the final deadline for appeals. the 
group said. 

Officials at the Yili Prefectural 
Court and at the Xinjiang Higher 
People's Court. which must re
view all death sentences in the 
region. denied any knowbJgc of 
the cases. 

In recent years. separatist ac
tivities have flared in Xinjiang, 
where the indigenous. mainly 
Muslim Uighur minority resents 
Chinese rule. Yili was the site of 
a Feb. 5, 1997. uprising against 
Chinese rule, in which officials 
say IO people died and 140 were 
injured. In its wake, China has 
conducted a crackdown on sepa
ratism and illegal Islamic activi
ties. 

The Amnesty International ap
peal said that only three of the 11 
men - Saydulla Kurban and the 
two sentenced to death - had 
defense lawyers. 

It said that official documents 
showed that during the eight 
months after the men were in
dicted in December 1998, police 
used 

based International Maritime 
Bureau's deputy director. "It's 
long overdue," said Noel Choong 
of the maritime bureau's piracy 
reporting center in Ku ala Lumpur, 
Malaysia. 

"China is showing these people 
that it is not a safe haven any 
more." The November 1998 hi
jacking of the Chang Sheng was 
one of communist China's worst 
incidents of high-seas piracy. 

The 38 suspects, on trial in the 
southern port of Shanwei, face 
charges of murder, robbery and 
possession of firearms and drugs. 
If convicted, at least 12 could 
face the death penalty. The trial 

phase could conclude by Thurs
day, with a verdict expected Mon
day, a court official said. 

Members of the gang posed as 
anti-smuggling police to hijack 
three ships in 1998, including the 
Chang Sheng, a freighter carry
ing coal cinders, official Chinese 
newspapers reported. 

The gang' ssuspected mastermind, 
an Indonesian identified by Chinese 
media as Sony Wei, allegedly led the 
first of the Chang Sheng' s 23 bound 
crew members up on deck, blind
folded him and clubbed him to death, 
the reports said. 

"These pirates joined forces in 
killing the 23 crew members one 

after another in this manner," the 
Beijing Morning Post said. 

The defendants, wearing num
bered vests, were lined up in court 
beside police escorts for the trial. 
Officials removed several rows 
of seats from the courtroom to 
squeeze the defendants and their 
lawyers in. 

Aside from the Chang Sheng 
case, Chinese police are holding 
14 Myanmarese accused of hi
jacking a Taiwanese cargo ship. 

And in November,China 's Pub
lic Security Ministry ordered po
lice to step up action against pi
rates. 

China's apparent tough new 

stance follows a crackdown 
launched last year on rampant 
smuggling and the corruption that 
allows the illegal trade to thrive. 

Beijing has also been under in
ternational pressure for the le
nient treatment given suspected 
pirates. 

In I 997, Chinese police freed 
14 Indonesians suspected of hi
jacking a Cypriot vessel. The next 
year, China released 12 Indone
sians who allegedly pirated a 
Malaysian oil tanker. 

And in June, China sent home 
16 Indonesians found on board 
the hijacked Japanese freighter 
Tenyu. 

StayWell 
aFU 

A!e Ready For 
Pick Up Dec.20th! 

Just in time for the holidays, StayWell Health Plan 
is refunding thousands of dollars to CNMI members 
who stayed healthy this past year! The refund 
giveaway begins Monday, December 20th. 

Some' 8 out of every 10 eligible members 
are receiving early refunds averaging $470 each! 
Even members who often visit their doctors are 
receiving refunds. . 

StayWell is the only health plan available to 
CNMI residents which refunds money on medical 
services they don't use. 

JI you're a StayWell member, stop by the StayWell 
Office to see if an early refund check is ready for you. 
You could get back as much as $1400! 

To Receive Your Refund ... 
WHO: Members of StayWell 
WHAT: Can pick up early refund checks 

WHEN: Starting Monday, December 20 
Anytime during regular office hours 
Monday-Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Saturday 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (except holidays) 

WHERE: StayWe/1 Office in HANMt Bldg. 
Middle Road, Garapon, Saipan 

Remember To Bring ID ... 
To claim a check, you must bring an identification 

card with your photo. If you ask friends or relatives to 
pick up your check, they must provide their own photo ID, 
a copy of your photo ID, and written authorization 
from you. 

Join Staywell Now! 
With StayWell, when you stay healthy, you get 

money back. When you get sick, you have great 
coverage. You win either way! 

Why pay for health care you don't use? Join 
StayWell Health Plan today! Enroll now through Dec. 31st. 

Saipan StayWett Office: HANMI Bldg., Middle Road, Garapan 
Phone: 233·4260/1/2. • Fax: 233-4263 
Administered by: Davis Insurance Services, Inc. 

Undeiwrltten by: ~ 

ZURICH 



SINGAPORE(AP)-More 
than 60 percent of 
Singaporeans fear that the 
Y2K glitch will affect air traf
fic systems come Jan. l, a 
joint survey by the. Channel 
News Asia and the Gallup 
Organization showed 
Wednesday. 

As a result, bookings .for 
air travel a.roundJan.J have 
plunged by about 50 percent; 
the survey said. A total of 
500 Singaporeans wete 

• 
. 

" . 

. 
. 

polled, with a margin.of error 
of 3 percentage points. 

Concerns over Y2K prob
lems originate from a pro
gramming flaw that could 
cause computers and micro
circuits .. to mist.ake the year 
2000 for· 1900, which· could 
causethe-gi to•crash or possi
bly g~rble data. 

Despite the worries, 
·· Sirig_apore'~ government has 

pr.oclajn1e(i• all}ts ·.systems 
re'adyfprtherp'illenniumb:ug. 

ASIA 

Man who set woman on fire awaits verdict 
SYDNEY, Australia (AP) -
A jilted lover who doused his 
ex-girlfriend with gasoline and 
set her on fire had suffered a 
"personality disintegration" 
leading up to the attack, his 
defense attorney said in court 
Wednesday. 

Language teacher Stephen 
Rae, 35, from Creiff. 
Perthshire, Scotland, pleaded 
guilty to the attempted murder 
of British nurse Gabriella 
Mazzali in February 1998. He 
faces a possible life sentence. 

Mazz'ali, 29, of 
Lincolnshire, survived the 
attack but sustained severe 

burns co 90 percent of her 
body. Rae admitted he at
tacked Mazzali because she 
had ended their relationship. 

According to courtroom testi
mony, Rae broke down the door 
of her flat ih Sydney in the 
middle of the night, poured five 
liters ( 1.3 gallons) of gasoline 
over her and set her on fire with 
a cigarette lighter. 

In a final submission before 
sentencing, defense lawyer Den
nis Stewart told Parramatta Dis
trict Court that leading up to the 
attack, Rae was falling apart 
emotionally. 

He told Judge Angela Carpin 

that Rae was "emotionally 
oversensitive and at times emo
tionally unstable," though it 
was impossible to say exactly 
what drove Rae to such an at
tack. 

"At best, the closest we can 
come to an explanation is the 
virtual disintegrationofhis per
sonality,•· Stewart said. 

He asked Carpin to take into 
account that Rae had suffered 
bums to 20 percent of his body 
in the attack and had surren
dered to police within 40 min
utes. 

Carpin will sentence Rae at a 
date to be fixed. 

SPANISH ROOF TIN, 
Size from 6' to 16', 

Lowest price from 8.64/pc! ! 

Anti-linking 
Cement, 
$49.00/50 lbs 
(Professionally use to 
stop water leaking of 
your concrete house 
and water tank. Can set 
underwater in 5 
minutes!!) 

What more? 
Our st1rong service: 
Free Delivery all over the island!! 

Accept Order From All 
Government Departments! 
Accept All Credit Cards!! 

Norwest Financing Available!! 

All Credit Card Accepted!! O_ 

(Up to 10-time usage, easy demou/ding!!) 

Joki!/ 
Solid Core Door 28", 
30" & 34'~ 
Sale at Hollow Door 
Prices!!! 

Solid Core 
Door, 36''/interior, 
$44.00/ea, 
Buy 1+Free 1 !!! 

Alum/Braze/ 
White 
Windows, 

Competitive 
Price 1 + 
Window Blind 
1 Free!!! 

PVC overlay plywood, printed in wood grain on 1-side, $6.40/pc!!! 
Concrete Bonder, $45.00/Pail! ! 

Latex Interior Flat Paint, $40.00/Pail 
Accoustic Ceiling Board, 2'x4', $3.50/pc. 

Gypsum Board, 5/8"x4x8, fire rated, !11.25/pc. 
Ceramic Tile 12"x12", lowest from 0.75/pc! 

All Electrical Fittin s, 20% OFF!!! 

Your first choice: 

=•• O&> 0 P.O. BOX 501640, AS UTO, SAIPAN MP 98950 Tel.: 288·2288 • 2289 • 8888 
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N. Korea getting nuke reactors 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -
A U.S.-led consortium signed a 
$4.6 billion deal Wednesday to 
build twonuclearreactors in North 
Korea, a reward for the commu
nist nation's promise to freeze 
and eventually dismantle its sus
pected nuclear weapons program. 

The contract was the final phase 
of preparations to build the U.S.
designed reactors in Kumho, a 
rural village in North Korea's 
northeast. 

"Today's event reflects the im
proving political climate sur
rounding the Korean Peninsula," 
said Desaix Anderson, the 
consortium's executive director, 
after signing the contract in Seoul 
with Choi Byung-soo, the presi
dent of the South's state utility 
company, Korea Electric Power 
Corp. 

The South Korean firm will be 
the main builder of the reactors 
and other key facilities for the 
power plants. 

It has been doing ground-lev
eling and other preparatory work 
since 1997 but the main work has 
been delayed because of funding 
and other problems. The 
consortium's three main mem
bers - the United States, Japan 
and Sou th Korea - recently agreed 
on details of the funding. 

South Korea will assume 70 
percent of the cost, or $3.2 bil
lion, with Japan providing $1 bil
lion, the United States $115 mil
lion and the European Union $80 
million. The balance has yet to be 
filled. 

The funding will be made 
through the consortium, called the 
Korean Peninsula Energy Orga
nization. 

Under a 1994 accord, the con-

Officials shake hands after signing a multi-billion contract to build two 
non-weapons nuclear reactors in communist North Korea, in Seoul 
Wednesday. The contract was the final phase of preparations to build 
the U.S.-designed reactors in northeastern North Korea. AP 

sortium members promised to ment of 500,000 tons of fuel oil 
build the two reactors - each with until the first reactor is built. 
a rated capacity of 1,000 mega- The delay - caused by funding 
watts. The light-water reactors problems and international con-
will replace North Korea's So- cem over North Korea's long-
viet-designed graphite-moderated range missile development- could 
reactors, which experts say pro- complicatefuturenegotiationson 
duce greater amounts of weap- delivery schedule, perfonnance, 
ans-grade plutonium. safety and North Korean repay-

U.S. experts say that before ment. "This is an enormously 
freezing its nuclear program, complicated and challenging 
North Korea was suspected of project," Anderson said. 
having extracted enough pluto- "We have not proceeded as 
nium to make one or two atomic quickly as we would have liked. 
bombs. The North claims its ... But I have to remind you that a 
nuclear program is for peaceful target is a target." 
purposes only. Japan welcomed the signing of 

At a normal pace of construe- the contract but urged North Ko-
tion, the first reactor will be built rea to clear up lingering suspi-
by 2007, fouryears behind sched- cions about nuclear weapons de-
ule. velopment by accepting the de-

The second reactor wi II be com- mands by the International Atomic 
pleted a year later. Under the ac- Energy Agency to account for its 
cord, North Korea is also sup- past nuclear activity. 
posed to receive an annual ship- North Korea has rejected that, 
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saying it is an issue that should be 
settled in talks with Washington. 

"We strongly urge North Korea 
to fully cooperate with IAEA and 
nations concerned to fulfill its 
obligation to meet the request of 
international society," Japanese 
Foreign Minister Yohei Kono 

PRIME 
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said. 
Negotiations on the nuclear re

actors with North Korea began 
after the Stalinist country threat
ened to withdraw from the 
Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty 
in 1993.Aspartofthedeal, North 
Korea retracted the threat. 
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On $4.4 million scandal 

Lee belies Soon s story 
TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) -
Presidential front-runner 
James Soong lied when he said 
money found in his son's ac
count was a ruling party slush 
fund set up by the president, 
the Taiwanese leader said 
Wednesday in a withering at
tack on the candidate. 

For nearly a week, Soong 
has been under pressure to 
explain the source of 146 mil
lion Taiwan dollars (U.S. $ 
4.4 million) deposited into his 
son's account in 1992. Specu
lation about who contributed 
the money has dominated the 
news and has dented Soong's 

. image as clean politician. 
Promising to clear up the 

matter, Soong held a long
awaited news conference 
Tuesday night and explained 
that President Lee Teng-hui 
ordered the money to be placed 
into the account. The funds 
were to be used to care for the 
family and former aides oflate 
President Chiang Ching-kuo, 
Soong said. 

An angry Lee struck back 
Wednesday morning, saying 

Lee T eng-hui 

Soong's explanation was a 
"string of absurdities, fu II of 
I 00 holes, and completely not 
conforming with the facts." 

The president said that there 
was a separate account for 
Chiang's family, and the 
money in question could not 
have been part of those funds. 

Soong, campaigning in 
southern Taiwan on Wednes
day, said he was being 

· "smeared" by his political ri
vals. He did not comment on 
Lee's remarks and left a se
ries of rallies without speak
ing to reporters. 

Since he was accused last 
week of taking the money, 
Soong's comfortable lead in 
the polls has been shrinking 
ahead of th~ March vote. Some 
surveys show him in a tie or 
slightly ahead of the other two 
major candidates: Vice Presi
dent Lien Chan of the Nation
alist Party and Chen Shui-bian 
of the Democratic Progressive 
Party. 

Chen, who could benefit if 
voters seeking an alternative to 
the Nationalists tum away from 
Soong, said Soong was being 
dishonest and the scandal 
showed that Soong and Lien 
were equally tainted by the "cor
rupt Nationalist system." 

'"This is a new lie, a big lie," 
Chen said of Soong' s expla
nation. 

Soong's campaign has been 
embroiled in controversy since 
he began campaigning in July. 
Once a top-ranking National
ist, he refused to support the 
party's official candidate and 
was ousted from the party last 
month for starting his maver
ick campaign. 

\!/J~eta&w l~~l:(\ ,,,, 
l~b~ 1l. 11,,,. 5,:30 ~pe™~ R,ec~f -. 

AND. LIVE PEP, URM/1.NCES· 

James Soong · 

The president has been one 
of Soong's harshest critics, 
comparing him to Adolf Hitler 
and accusing him of using 
public money to win support. 

Local TV stations quoted 
Fang Chih-yi, the widow of 
Chiang Hsiao-yung, the young
est of Chiang Ching-kuo's three 
sons, now all deceased, saying 
she "disagreed" with Soong's 

claim. Fang, who lives in Cali
fornia, said Soong has not pro
vided her family with any money 
and questioned why such a fund 
would be kept in a personal bank 
account. 

Questions about Soong's in
tegrity have badly damaged his 
public support, said Joseph Wu, 
a professor at Chengchi 
University's Institute for Iilter
ni:.tional Relations. 

·• A lot of voters were look
ing at integrity, but they now 
see that (Soong) was also 
messing around with a lot of 
money," Wu said. 

More vicious negative cam
paigning can be expected from 
all parties and it is too early to 
count Soong out yet, Wu said. 

Nationalist defectors and 
others who are backing Soong 
have risked too much on his 
candidacy to withdraw their 
support now, he said. 

Celebrating 
the Joy of 

I 

r1s mas 
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5 hostages freed from La. jail 

An unidentified inmate, in orange, is led from the St. Martin Parish jail in St. Martinville, La. Wednesday. At 
least five Cuban inmates continue to hold corrections officers hostage. It is unclear if the inmates released 
are connected with those holding hostages. AP 

ST. MARTINVILLE, La. (AP) 
- Rebellious Cuban detainees 
holding a warden and two guards 
hostage have allowed five prison
ers to leave a southern Louisiana 
jail, the FBI said today. 

Four prisoners left the St. Mar
tin Parish Jail - two for fighting 
and two for medical reasons - on 
Tuesday, and a fifth was released 
early today for medical reasons, 
FBI spokeswoman Kriss 
Fortunato s_aid. 

The five were taken to local 
medical facilities. Authorities 
·would not give specifics or say 
where they would be held after 
treatment. Fortunato said it was a 
good sign on the third day of 
negotiations to peacefully end the 
standoff, which began Monday. 

"Certainly, the detainees are 
showing very positive signs of 
sympathy to inmates who have 
these needs," Fortunato said. 
· Warden Todd Louvierre and 

deputies Jolie Sonnier and Bran
don Boudreaux were grabbed 
Monday as five inmates left an 
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exercise area. A fourth hostage 
was released after six hours. The 
Cubans have said they are out of 
patience with deportation pro
ceedings and want out of the jail. 

Authorities said they believe the 
hostages are being treated well and no 
injuries have been reportep. How
ever, Baton Rouge radio station 
WCAC-FM broadca~t an interview 
with three of the Cubans who said 
they were imposing a 72-hourdead
line on their demand to be freed or 
they would kill.the hostages. 

It was unclear when the dead
line would be reached. Ms. 
Thibodaux said she could not con
firm such a threat had been made. 

She also said she was unaware 
of any significance related to a 
white flag hung in a window of 
the jail late Tuesday. A second 
white flag appeared in another 
window this morning and a piece 
of paper was dropped from the 
window to the ground, where a 
police officer retrieved it. 

It was not known who dropped 
the paper. As many as four in
mates have joined the original 
group who took the hostages, 
Sheriff's Capt. Audrey Thibodaux 

· said late Tuesday. 
.Those four, as well as the in

mates released Tuesday and to
day, apparently came from a group 
of about 50 Cubans in a jail sec
tion near the hostage area. 

The section is not under the 
control of guards but inmates are 
unable to get out of the building, 

· Ms. Thibodaux said. 
The facility is surrounded. Cor

rections sources said the hostage
takers are in a control area at the 
centerofthe second-story loc~p. 
above the sheriff's office. 

The hostage-takers apparently 
are able to see all the cells, but it 
isn't known if they can actually 
operate cell doors or control access 
to and from sections of the jail. 
Video taken in the control area 
indicates the hostage-takers can see 
into other sections - much as a 
nurses station at a hospital pro
vides a view of various corridors. 

Authorities won't describe the 
jail's layout, or say whether the 
prisoners remaining in the jai 1 
have freedom to roam or access to 
the control area. 

Four of the five Cubans who 
started the rebellion were among 
a group of 60 being held for the 
Immigration and Naturalization 
Service, pending deportation or 
other action. 

Officials described it as a typi
cal arrangement like those with 
county jails around the nation. 
The fifth man was being held on 
state charges, the INS said. 

Officials have refused to say 
why the Cubans. who fled their 
own country, are being held or for 
how long. 

State Department spokesman 
James Foley in Washington said 
the Cubans cannot be freed be
cause of their past. Cuba will not 
accept them and the United States 
does not want them on the streets. 

St. Martinville, in southern 
Louisiana, is about50 miles from 
Oakdale, where a federal depor
tation center was burned by 1,000 
Cuban inmates in 1987. 
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New Venezuela state? 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP)
A proposed constitution being 
voted on Wednesday would trans
form the Venezuelan state, chang
ing its name, eliminating the sen
ate and giving President Hugo 
Chavez the opportunity to stay in 
office for up to 13 years. 

Chavez, the former coup leader 
who has made a new constitution 
the centerpiece of his ''peaceful 
revolution,"1.s poised for an over
whelming victory, with polls 
showing nearly 70 percent of 
Venezuelans favoring the new 
charter. 

Ifitpasses as expected, the con
stitution will bring other changes 
-the state will play a greater role 
in the economy, civil rights will 
be expanded and civilian over
sight of the army will be reduced. 

The changes, however. worry 
opponents, who have battled 
against a constitution they say is a 
means for strengthening Chavez's 
power. 

In a meeting with foreign corre
spondents Tuesday, the president 
said he is merely providing an 
escape for deep frustrations that 
have been building up for years 
among the public against corrup
tion and economic mismanage
ment. 

"I have always said this is a 
time bomb. Now we are defusing 
the bomb," he said. 

Chavez, who staged a failed 
military coup in 1992, swept to 
power a year ago promising to 
crush a political establishment 
that most Venezuelans blame 
for squandering the Western 
Hemisphere's largest oil re
serves, and to rule in favor of 
the poor. 

Critics say that in his rush to 
make good on those promises, 
he's trampling the rule oflaw and 
creating a state at odds with the 
demands of modernity. 

"We are moving toward an 
economy that is less and less pro
ductive, absolute rigidity in the 
labor market, an administrative 

Hugo Chavez 

centralism that breaks with the 
trend of recent years," said Alberto 
Franceschi, one of only six oppo
sition delegates to the Chavez
controlled, 131-member assem
blythatrewrotethecountry's 1961 
constitution. 

Aware that the constitutional 
battle would define the success of 
his revolution, Chavez has pulled 
out all the stops to campaign for a 
"yes" vote. 

Donning combat fatigues at 
public rallies, he has compared 
opponents to "a truckload of 
squealing pigs," called Catholic 
Church officials "degenerate 
priests," and said businessmen 
were members of a "rancid oli
garchy." 

Chavez said Tuesday that his 
fiery rhetoric was part of a healthy 
debate in a democracy and an 
attempt to "demystify the figure 
of the presidency." 

'Tmnotwayupthere.I'mdown 
here. I'm in the fray just like any 
other citizen," he said. 

Calling the proposed constitu
tion ''one of the best in the world," 
he said it would protect human 
rights, end secret military trials, 
stoke economic development and 
improve workers' wages. He said 
the constitution was the ··only 
peaceful way" of channeling Ven
ezuelans' growing anger into posi
tive social change and avoiding 
the kind of unrest that rocked the 
country in I 989, when deadly ri
ots broke out. 
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Brown reelected SF mayor 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -
Mayor Willie Brown easily won a 
second term. fighting off an up
start populist challenge with the 
help of soft money from interest 
groups and businesses that de
pend on Citv Hall. 

"You have no idea how relieved 
I am:· Brown told hundreds of 

supporters at Fishe1111an 's Wharf 
wearing a baseball cap embla
zoned with the words "Still Da 
Mayor" in gold. 

With all 645 precincts report
ing today, Brown had 126,673 
votes or 60 percent to 85 .103 or 
40 percent for Tom Ammiano, 
one of the few politicians in the 

city who doesn't owe anything to 
the master of the Democratic Party 
machine. 

Ammiano, an openly gay city 
supervisor, energized his follow
ers with talk of undoing corporate 
tax breaks, imposing campaign 
reforms, giving neighborhoods 
say over new developments and 
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San Francisco Mayor Willie Brown laughs after being given a cham
pagne bottle as he was addressing supporters at the Longshoreman's 
Hall while waiting for early polling results Tuesday in San Francisco. 
Brown easily fended off a challenge from the left to win re-election 
Tuesday. AP 

declaring an "immediate war" on 
gentrification to preserve afford
able housing. 

Alarmed corporations, union 
leaders and developers spent 
more than $1.4 million in the 
last two weeks to help ensure 
the re-election of Brown, one of 
the nation's most powerful 
Democrats. · 

Ammiano and his supporters 
were outspent more than 1 O-to-1. 
"'I'm thrilled. Forusitmeans we 're 
going to protect economic growth 
and success in the city for four 
more years, instead of diverging 
on an extreme path," said Mark 
Mosher of San Franciscans for 
Sensible Government, a business 
group that spent more than 
$400,000 to ensure Ammiano's 
defeat. 

Many residents regarded the 
race between Lhe 65-year-old 
Brown mid Ammiano, who tu med 
5 8 today, as a battle for the soul of 
a city once known as a Paris of the 
West but whose bohemian char
acter is now threatened by the 
booming economy. 

"Dot-com" companies have 
brought more than 30,000 
highly paid jobs in recent years 
to the city, pushing rents be
yond the reach of middle-class 
families as well as the artists 
and activists San Francisco is 
famous for. 

In the end, even voters of this 
famously liberal city sided with 
Brown, who stressed his proven 
ability as a dealmaker and said 
Ammiano lacks the political skills 
needed to force developers to add 
affordable housing and ease traf-
fic. ~ 

Ammiano, a former school
teacher and standup comic, will 

continue as president of the city's 
Board of Supervisors, where all 
bu tone ofhis colleagues endorsed 
Brown.Hesaidhewouldrunagain 
for mayor in four years. 

"I am not conceding the war. I 
am conceding the battle," said 
Ammiano, who would have been 
the first openly gay mayor of a 
major American city. "My voice 
may be high, my orientation may 
be gay, my politics may be left, 
but we are right. We moved San 
Francisco forward." 

Brown hasn't lost an election 
since I 964, when he reached the 
state Assembly by campaigning 
as an antidevelopment crusader. 
He served 3 I years, including 141/ 
2 as speaker, the longest tenure of 
anyone in the Legislature's most 
powerful post. 

He relished his power, describ
ing himself as "The Ayatollah of 
the Assembly. "Forced out by tenn 
limits thilt voters imposed largely 
in reaction to his imperial tenure, 
Brown became the city's first 
black mayor in 1995. 

He presided over a booming 
economy, adding 4,000 jobs to 
the payroll and $1 billion to the 
budget. 

He kept his style as mayor, 
even wearing a crown and e1111ine 
cape in a theater perfo1111ance. 
Posters sprung up all over the city 
in recent weeks with that picture 
surrounded by dollar signs, and 
Ammianoeven accused the mayor 
of getting his "hand caught in the 
cookie jar." · 

But ongoing FBI probes into 
corruption allegations in several 
city departments haven't touched 
.Brown, and voters resoundingly 
decided to keep their flamboyant 
leader for another te1111. 

Number of older 
Texans grows 
KERRVILLE, Texas (AP) -
With meticulous handiwork, 83-
year-old Helen Niehaus and sev
eral other women stitch a colorful 
quilt in a spacious room at Dietert 
Senior Center. "It's fun just to be 
with friends," Ms. Niehaus said. 

They chuckle, recalling how 
they ended up in Kerrville, one of 
the state's most well-known retire
ment towns. 

Suzanne Dolby - who's only 58 
- joins spry 84-year-old Frances 
Dismukes in the dining room, 
where chefs prepare meatloaf with 
creole sauce, squash and hashed 
brown pou.,.x:s. 

fu an exercise studio, agile retir
ees chat with their instructor after 
another session of tai chi. Wel
come to the future of Texas. Or, at 
least, a significant slice ofit. As the 
number of Texans grows entering 
the new millennium, and baby 
boomers age, older people are com
prising a larger percentage of the 
state's population. 

At the turn of the century, one in 
10 Texans will be 65 or older. By 
2030, that number is projected to 
increase to one in six, according to 
Steve Murdock, director of the 
Texas State Data Center at Texas 
A&M University. 

According to the I 990 U.S. Cen
sus, theelderlypopulationinTexas 
was mostly female. There were 
about 68 elderly men per 100 eld
erly women. 

While the state's thtee largest 
metropolitan areas - Dallas-Fort 
Worth, San Antonio and Houston -
contained about one-third of Texas' 
elderly population, some smaller 
comm uni ties had large proportions 
of older people among their citi
zenry. 

Llano, Hamilton, Mills, Hall, 
Motley, Baylor. Coleman, Coke, 
Donley, Sabine, Dickens and Foard 
counties had populations of more 
than one-fifth age 65 or older. Not 
surprisingly, the scenic, hilly part 
of the state encompassing Kerrville, 
Fredericksburg, Boerne and New 
Braunfels is likely to become home 
for more elderly Texans. 

··rn the Hill Country areas, where 
the aesthetic beauty is obvious. 
we 're going to continue to see lots 
of retircmem migration - not just 

Texans retiring to the Hill County 
but people from other parts of the 
country, as well," Murdock said. 

Kerrville has lots of experience 
with older residents. For years, the 
city has been known as a retire
ment spot for people who own va
cation homes and ranches here or 
for those relocating to find an easy
going lifestyle. 

"I brought my parents down here 
to retire and· guess who retired? 
Me," Ms. Dolby said. "As far as 
I'm concerned, it's the best place in 
the world to retire." 

The mild climate and picturesque 
terrain frequently are cited as rea
sons for moving to the Hill Coun
try. Hattie Osborn, 92, who came 
to Kerrville from Washington state 
last year, said her daughter's resi
dence here was a key reason for her 
relocation. But she also loves the 
weather. "If I didn't, why would I 
come back?" she said. 

Dietert Senior Center is a hub 
for elderly activities in Kerrville. 
One of the first private, nonprofit 
senior citizens centers in Texas, it 
has evolved into much more than a 
Meals on Wheels delivery site. 

Founded in 1969 by Harry W. 
Dietert, the center was created by 
the late mechanical engineer and 
businessman as a place for older 
people to keep themselves busy. 

"His perception was when 
people become idle, they begin to 
die," said Rick Breckenridge, the 
center's development director. 

"We will never lose sight of our 
heritage." Today the volunteer
driven agency offers meals on site 
and for home delivery; classes in 
dance, language and computers; 
trips to nearby towns and faraway 
destinations; and, in the past two 
years, job placement for people 
who need additional income orsim
ply desire to keep themselves ac
tive. 

fu fiscal year 1998, Dietert Se
nior Center assisted 4,358 people 
through its various services, and its 
volunteers logged more than 41,500 
hours. 

"'I'm sure that it's absolutely gone 
much further than Mr. Dietert ever 
expectecL" said Marie Hurt. the 
public relations rnordinmor who 
has worked attheccntl'.rsincc 1974. 

Democratic presidential hopeful Bill Bradley (left) listens to a question 
from Diana McC/ough (right) as Herb Rubin (center right) looks on, 
during a townha/1 meeting on ABC's "Good Morning America" Tues-
day in New York. AP 
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Gore-Bradley tiff heats up 
WASHINGTON (AP) - The 
seven weeks since Al Gore's and 
Bill Bradley's last debate have been 
so soured by charges and distor
tions that some of the vice 
president ·sallies warn he could, in 
the next matchups. look like the pit 
bull to Bradley's "philosopher 
king." 

Both Democratic presidential 
campaigns hinted at a bare-knuck
les exchange when the candidates 
meet for a-pa1r of nationally tele
vised debates F1iday and Sunday. 

"1 may actually have a couple of 
surprises." Bradley said in ,minter
view on PBS. suggesting he would 
not allow Gore the run of the stage. 
as he had in their Oct. 27 debate at 

De~ocratic presidential hopeful Bill Bradley (left) listens to a question 
from Diana McClough (right) as Herb Rubin (center right) looks on, 
during a townha/1 meeting on ABC's "Good Morning America" T-uesday 
~~w~~ ~ 
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Dartmouth College. 
The rules of that forum, unlike· 

Friday's, weren't designed for the 
·rwo men to address one another 
directly and Bradley let damaging 
charges against his commitment to 
Medicare and a balanced budget 
go largely unanswered. 

'The vice president is not reluc
tant to engage and Bradley made· 
the mistake last time by fluffing off 
health care," said Gore strategist 
Tad Devine. Now, Bradley said 
this week, 'Tm fighting back. 

I'll continue to fight back. J'J1 
pointoutwhereheiswrong."Gore, 
whose well-known reputation as a 
toughcampaignerdates to his failed 
1988 presidential campaign, 
seemed this week to dull his offen
sive against Bradley and his health 
care proposal. 

"He's a oood man with a bad 0 • 

plan," Gore told New Hampshire 
voters Tuesday, coasting on the 
high road after Bradley's state cam-

. paign had to apologize last week· 
for a pamphlet equating "uncon
trollable lying" with a condition 
called "Gore-itis." 

But spokesman Chris Lehane 
said Gore was hardly going soft. 
''This is not about shooting free 
throws. 

This is a race for the presidency," 
Lehane said. "Al Gore is certainly 
going ·to challenge ideas that he 
thinks are bad for working families 
and he'll fight those ideas." 

Other aides expected Gore to use 
the debates to hammer at a theme 
he debuted in New Hampshire two 
weeks ago: That he knows how to 
keep economic prosperity going, 
while Bradley and Republican 
George W. Bush would throw the 
federal budget back into deficits. 
Underscoring Gore's risk of turn
ing off voters, a CNN/USA Today/ 
Gallup poll finds his "unfavorable" 
rating climbed over the past year 
from 28 percent to a surprising 42 
percent now. 

Democratic consultants Bill 
Carrick and David Axelrod were 
among the Gore allies who advised 
restraint. 

"I don't think that he can allow 
Bradley to get away with playing 
the philosopher· king, delivering 
sermons from the mountaboutcam
paign finance reform and having 
all the 'big ideas,"' said the Chi
cago-based Axelrod, who has in
formally advised Gore but is not 
w.orking for him. 

"On the other hand, I don't think 
Gore wants to set himself up as the 
old negative, nasty politics that 
people are sick of. To some degree, 
people like Bradley's style ... which 
is a little more laid back and if Gore 
appears to be overzealous, he runs 
the risk of a backlash," Axelrod 
said. 

In California, Carrick cautioned: 
"Gore has got to find a way of 
focusing his questions and attacks 
on Bill Bradley in a way that's 
credible and doesn 'tgo toofarover 
the line. It's legitimate to question 
his health care plan, but it goes too 
far to suggest Brapley is anti-black 
or anti-Latino." 

Over the summer, before Gore 
had publicly spoken Bradley's 
name or tuned in to his quiet rise in 
polls, Gore loyalists privately 
boasted of how he had "matured" 
since his 1988 Democratic primary 
race - when he was widely chas
tised for personal attacks on his 
rivals - and urged repo11ers to tell 
the story ofhisevolution to a slates
rnanl ike campaign this ti me around. 

Gore abruptly switched to hand
to-hand combat in late September 
after Bradley pulled ahead in New 
Hampshire, which holds the 
nation's first primary on Feb. I. 

In campaign appearances, press 
releases and ads, Gore tried to stir 
anxiety among blacks, Latinos, the 
disabled and AIDS patients about 
Bradley's proposal to replace Med
icaid. 

ljelated 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Raymond T. 
Duenas 

Dec. 15, 1999 
God Bless you ... 
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Clinton lunds Nazi labor deal 
WASHINGTON (AP) - Presi
dent Clinton said today he was 
personally involved in reaching a 
deal to compensate former Nazi 
slaves and forced laborers that al
lows the world to help "start a new 
millennium on higher ground." 

"We close the 20th century with 
an extraordinary achievement that 
will b1ing an added measure. of 
material and moral justice to the 
victims of this century's most ter
rible crime," Clinton said at the 
White House.· 

Clinton said he has worked with 
German Chancellor Gerhard 
Schroeder"for some time" to reach 
the settlement announced Tuesday 
between U.S. and German nego
tiators. The deal will establish a 
$5.2 billion fund to compensate 
hundreds of thousands of people 
forced to work for the Nazis and 
German companies during World 
War II. 

German companies would pay 
roughly half the restitution, with 
the German government making 
up most of the rest. 

President Clinton thanks Deputy Treasury Secretary Stuart Eizenstat (right) for his role in reaching 
agreements with German corporations and the German government on reparations for slave and forced labor -
of the Nazi regime in WWII. AP 

American firms that had Ger
man subsidiaries during the war, 
including Ford and General Mo
tors, are expected to contribute. 
Germany has already made about 
$60 billion in payments for war 
crimes, but has never compensated 
the estimated 12 million enslaved 
and forced workers. 

240,000 former slave laborers sur
vive. 

Between 1.5 million and 2.3 mil
lion people still alive would be 
eligible for compensation, mostly 
non-Jews living in Eastern Europe. 
U.S. officials estimate about 

About half that number are Jews 
held in concentration camps under 
horrible conditions. The much 
larger group of former forced la-. 
borers were mostly non-Jews 
brought from the Soviet Union, 
Poland and other countries east of 
Germany and put to work making 
war goods and other products for 
the Nazi regime. 

Under the deal, forced laborers 
would be paid between $2,600 
and $3,125, while slave laborers 
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who were held in concentration 
camps would receive about 
$7,800. 

Across central Europe, victims 
said they were disappointed by 
the sum but relieved to see a deal 
had finally been reached. 

"We understand it will not be 

>• 
• 

possible to get more than 10 bil
lion marks ($5.2 billion) and these 
people have no time to go to 
court," said Jozef Wolan, 74, a 
former slave laporer who lives 
near Szczecin, Poland. 

"It is better to give less but 
sooner, than more later, which 

~ ON SPECIAL! 

would mean never for these aging 
people," he said. A forced-labor 
survivor from Port Charlotte, Fla., 
said the financial details aren't the 
central issue. 

"It doesn't matter how much 
money it is - at least they admitted 
they are wrong," said Maria Viets, 
75. Viets, who i., not Jewish, was 
taken from her home in Russia by 
Germans when she was 18 and 
forced to work in a factory near 
Grotz, Austria. 

She had to make wires, nails and 
tools for almost three years. 'They 
have to pay for it,'' she said. 

"They made us work day and 
night. Starved us! We suffered over 
there." U.S. officials, along with 
class-action lawyers and Jewish 
groups based in the United States, 
drove the negotiations despite the 
fact that only an estimated 100,000 
victims are Americans. 

After months of negotiations, the 
breakthrough came after the Ger
man government said it. would in
crease its $1.6 billion offer, aug
menting $2.6 billion already 
pledged by industry. In return for 
paying into the fund, German 
firms such as Volkswagen and 
Daimler-Chrysler would be of
fered some protection from fu
ture lawsuits over the use of forced 
labor. 

1r 
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Tripp's friends, Jones 
lawyer give testimony 
ELLICOTI CITY, Md. (AP)
Linda Tripp's bridge club partners 
and a lawyer for Paula Jones gave 
testimony Wednesday that was 
helpful to Maryland prosecutors 
who want to try Mrs. Tripp on 
wiretapping charges. 

The witnesses admitted at a pre
trial hearing that they'd learned 
some things about Monica 
Lewinsky's relationship with Presi
dent Clinton from newspapers or 
Independent Counsel Kenneth 
Starr's impeachment report. 

But they said the information 
they gave a state grand jury in the 
wiretapping probe was based solely 
on their conversations with Mrs. 
Tripp long before she started coop
erating with Starr under a grant of 
limited immunity from prosecu
tion. 

Mrs. Tripp's card-playing part
ners - Cathy Sarkis, Cynthia Haus 
and KathleenManwiller- said Mrs. 
Tripp told them in 1997 that she 
was taping her phone calls with 
Ms. Lewinsky. T. Wesley Holmes, 
a former attorney for Mrs. Jones, 
who accused Clinton of sexual ha
rassment. said he'd read Starr's 
impeachment report. 

Linda Tripp 

But he said he had a detailed 
memory of his conversations with 
Mrs. Tripp in 1997 in which she 
discussed Ms, Lewinsky's affair 
with the president. 

Mrs. Tripp's friend Patricia 
Mancuso admitted she was con
fused about exactly when she saw 
the tape recorder Mrs. Tripp used 
to tape phone calls of Ms. Lewinsky. 
"It's kind of a blur isn't it," said 
David Irwin, a lawyer for Mrs. 
Tripp. 

''It gets CO\lfusing," Mancuso re
plied. Sarkis admitted she couldn't 
remember how she knew about 
some information in the Lewinsky 
affair-whetherfromMrs. Tripp or 

news reports. 
"Your brain had been saturated 

with Ken Starr, the office of the 
independent counsel and all this 
stuff, right?" asked Irwin. Sarkis 
agreed. 

Mrs.' Tripp and her lawyers ex
pressed disappointment with the 
judge's ruling Tuesday that she 
was not covered by immunity on 
Jan. 16, 1998, when she gave the' 
Lewinsky tapes she had secretly 
made to Starr's office. 

Starr deputy Jackie Bennett 
signed an immunity letter that day 
covering Mrs. Tripp, but Howard 
County Circuit Judge Diane 
Leasure said Mrs. Tripp's immu
nity didn't begin unti!Feb. I 9, 1998, 
when a federal judge issued a court 
order. 

"Mrs. Tripp would never have 
voluntarily waived her constitu
tional rights," Mrs. Tripp's _law
yers said in a statement. 

"It had been Mrs. Tripp's under
standing" that it would be "extraor
dinarily difficult, if not impossible, 
for the state to proceed in any way 
against her" when_ Starr's office 
signed the immunity letter on Jan. 
16. 
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13 suspected terrorists fall 

Bin Laden 

WASHINGTON (AP) - Thir
teen people suspected of plan
ning year-end terrorist attacks 
against Americans have been ar
rested in Jordan, U.S. officials 
said today. 

The group included I I Jorda
nian nationals, an Iraqi and an 
Algerian, said the officials, speak
ing on the condition of anonym
ity. Previously, the officials would 
say only that about a dozen had 
been arrested in the Middle East, 
without specifying the co'untry. 

Those arrested had recently ar
rived from Afghanistan, where 
they had received military train
ing, including training in using 
explosives and weapons, said the 
officials. The suspects were ar
rested_ by Jordanian security 
forces. 

At the White House, spokes
man Joe Lockhart declined to dis
cuss details of the arrests, other 
than to note they had been carried 
out by the Jordanian government. 

But, he said, "We certainly be
lieve these were members of Bin 
Laden's organization that posed a 
threat to Americans.'' 

"We are following closely a 

number of threats and continue to 
be very vigilant on that front," 
Lockhart said. 

The Clinton administration said 
there is a direct link between the 
terrorist group led by Saudi exile 
Osama bin Laden and those ar
rested on grounds they were plan
ning an attack against Americans. 

Bin Laden has been indicted by 
a New York grand jury on charges 
of conspiracy and murder in the 
1998 bombings of U.S. embas
sies in Kenya and Tanzania that 
killed 259 people. 

He is living in Afghanistan un
der the protection of the ruling 
Taliban militia. The State Depart
ment dispatched its top counter
terrorism official, Michael 
Sheehan, to New York on Monday 
to warn the Taliban representative 
there that Afghan leaders would be 
held responsible for any attacks 
committed by bin Laden's network. 

Earlier, in Amman, Jordan, 
Prime Minister Abdur Ra'uf S. 
Rawabdeh told a parliament ses
sion that authorities had arrested 
Afghan-trained members of a ter
rorist group who had tried to cany 
out attacks against the state and 
Jordanian personalities. 
· He said the group has received 

military training in camps in Af
ghanistan and that the militants 
had entered Jord;m on forged Jor
danian and unidentified Arab 
passports. 

A senior Jordanian security of
ficial, speaking on the condition 
of anonymity, told The Associ
atedPress that the group was "seek
ing to build a strucuire and to sur
vey the various targets in the coun
try, including American and Is
raeli." 

SWAT team members stand outsiqe by the St. Martin Parish jail in St. 
Martinville, La., Wednesday where five Cuban inmates hold three 
corrections officers hostage. AP 

He did not elaborate. The United 
States has an embassy in Amman, 
the capital. The Jordanian official 
offered a different number for 
those arrested than supplied by 
U.S. officials, saying eight rather 
than 13 had been arrested - but 

adding that investigations would 
uncover more associates. 

A U.S. official familiar with 
the case said indications are that 
Americans were to be targeted. 

The U.S. official also said that 
others may have been involved in 

the activity who have not yet been 
arrested. The official Jordanian 
news agency, 

Petra, said that the group was 
arrested "in the early stages of its 
plotting to carry out terrorist at
tacks in the Jordanian arena." 
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After air, missile strikes 
• 

Iraq re~ains defim1t 
BAGHDAD,Iraq(AP)-Ayear 
later. scars from Operation Desert 
Fox are still visible in Baghdad, a 
reminder of the massive damage 
U.S. and British air and missile 
strikes inflicted on Iraq. 

But also still in place is Iraqi 
leader Saddam Hussein - perhaps 
more entrenched than ever because 
his survival has been fuel for pro
paganda. Because of its "steadfast
ness, Iraq has becon;e an example 
for (the Arab) nation,'' Saddam de-

clared this week as he decorated 
members of his ruling Baath Party 
and Revolutionary Command 
Council for bravery shown during 
the bombing a year ago. 

The Desert Fox bombing cru
sade to punish Iraq for what the 
United States and Britain said was 
its failure to cooperate with U.N. 
weapons inspectors was launched 
on the night of December 16-17, 
1998. 

The scars from the attack are still 

obvious: Cranes and scaffolds, 
heaps of crumbling bricks, dam
aged telecommunications capac
ity. But U.N. weapons inspectors 
still have not returned to monitor 
whether Iraq is destroying ilS mass 
destruction capabilities, as it is re
quired to do under the agreement 
that ended the 1991 Gulf War. 

Iraq has vowed that inspectors 
will be allowed back only when the 
United Nations scraps trade sanc
tions against the country. The 
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United Nations, meanwhile, is still 
struggling to frame a new policy 
toward Baghdad. 

U.N. Security Council perma
nent members Russia, China and 
France have expressed concern 
that the standoff with the Iraqi 
government is endangering and 
impoverishing ordinary Iraqis. 
Even in the United States, voices 
have been raised against the sanc
tions. Iraq is defiant, but far from 
unscathed. 
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Saddam Hussein 

The Pentagon said 524 cruise 
missiles were fired during the 70-
hour offensive, hitting nearly 100 
targets. 

President Clinton said last year 
the attacks inflicted "significant 
damage" on· Iraqi weapons pro
grams and military infrastructure. 
Iraqi officials say they have rebuilt 
most of what was bombed. 

Some construction continues, 
and some targets remain off-limits 
to journaiists. Badly damaged were 
telecommunications centers,' par
ticularly in southern Iraq. It is still 
difficult to call the southern city of 
Basra from Baghdad, and local tele
vision and radio transmission is not 
as clear and powerful as it was 
before. -

Collateral damage to hospitals, 
schools and residential areas was 
swiftly mended. The high-rise 
building of the Military Industrial
ization Commission, where U.S. 
cruise missiles were said to have 
gouged a huge hole down to the 
groundfloor,has been meticulously 
rebuilt. 

Missiles and bombs also hit 
weapons factories and presidential 
palaces, including the house of 
Saddam's daughter, Hala. 

.11 soldiers 
die .in Algeria 

ALGIERS, Algeria (AP) -
. Eleven Algerian soldiers were 
killed and 22 others wounded 
Wednesday in an attack believed 
to have been carried out by Islamic 
militants, Algerian newspapers re
ported. 

The attack occured not far from 
Chief, a city about 240 kilometers 
(148 miles) west of the Algerian 
capital, Algiers, the Liberte news
paper said in its edition to appear 
Thursday morning. Othernewspa
pers carried similar reports. 

The death toll could rise as some 
of the wounded were in very seri
ous condition, the newspaper said. 
The attack was blamed on Islamic 
militants. 

The attack occurred near where 
16 alleged Islamic activists were 
killed Dec. 2 by governmentforces. 

Violence usually increases in 
Algeria during the Islamic holy 
month of Ramadan, and this year is 
no exception. 

Algeria has been caught up in an 
Islamic insurgency since 1992 
when the government canceled 
elections the now banned Islamic 
Salvation Front was set to win. 
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Clinton 1nakes pitch 
WASHINGTON (AP) - Presi
dent Clinton launched a new drive 
today "to end decades of bitter 
conflict" between Israel and Syria. 

The White House ceremony 
was chilled by the Syrian foreign 
minister's condemnation of Is
raeli occupation of the Golan 
Heights. 

The White House tried to put a 
positive gloss on the proceedings. 
Sidestepping any direct reference 
to the foreign·minister, Farouk al
Sharaa, spokesman Joe Lockhart 
said: "The statements recognized 
long-standing differences. 

But there also was a spirit of 
reconciliation." And Clinton, af
ter meeting with both sides and 
then separately with al-Sharaaand 
Israeli Prime Minister Ehud 
Barak, told reporters the talks "are 
going pretty well, but it's hard 
going." 

AI-Sharaa, Barak and their del
egations then motored across 
Pennsylvania Avenue to Blair 
House, a presidential guest house, 
to meet face-to-face. 

After Clinton spoke with mea
sured optimism of a millennium
ending comprehensive settlement 
between Israel and all its Arab 
neighbors, al-Sharaa accused Is
rael of trying to rally sympathy 
for the 17.000 Jews who may be 
uprooted if the Golan is returned 
to Syria. Al-Sharaa said more than 
half a million Syrian people were 
uprooted from Golan villages 
where their forefathers lived for 
thousands of years. 

Their homes "were totally 
wiped out from existence" after 
Israel seized the border territory 
in the 1967 Mideast war, al-Sharaa 
said. his dark tones matching the 
leaden skies over the Rose Gar
den. 

The Syrian minister left no 
doubt his government would in
sist in the two-day negotiating 
session on the return of all of the 
land. 

In exchange, he said, Israel 
could have "a peace based on 
justice." Barak, in a terse state
ment, said: "We came here to put 
behind us the horrors of war and 
to step forward to peace." The 
two leaders did not shake hands, 
despite calls from photographers. 

Clinton got beyond the awk
ward momcnt by saying, .. We 're 
going to work." At the conclusion 
of the opening ceremony, Syrian 
Deputy Foreign Minister Yousef 
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Shakkour collapsed and was 
a:eated by a White House physi
crnn. 

Officials said he was apparently 
suffering from jet lag. The presi
dent led Barak and al-Sharaa back 
into the Oval Office to pursue his 
drive for a Middle East peace that 
would burnish his legacy. 

Four key issues confront Syria 
and Israel: the future of the Golan 
Heights, the timing of an Israeli 
pullback, the kind of peace that 
would result and security mea
sures along the border between 
the t~o nations that have fought 
three major wars, 

"What we are witnessing today 
is not yet peace, and getting there 
will require bold thinking and hard 
choices," Clinton said. 

"But today is a big step along 
that path." Al-Sharaa said this 
round of talks "promises for the 
first time the dawn of a real hope 
to achieve an honorable and just 
peace in the Middle East." 

Barak said Israelis were aware 
of the "seriousness, determina
tion and devotion" that will be 
required to reach an agreement 
for"adifferent Middle East where 
nations are living side by side ... 
in mutual respect and good neigh-· 
borliness." 

··we are approaching the 
moment of truth," the Syrian 
minister said, expressing the 
hope that this effort would 
bring success and be the last 
time the two sides had to ne
gotiate for peace. 

He insisted that Syria had been 
misrepresented as an aggressor in 
conflicts with. Israel over the 
Golan. "These claims carry no 
grain of truth," al-Sharaa said. 

Al-Sharaa insisted that the ne
gotiations were reopening "at the 
point at which they stopped" 31/2 
years ago - a position the United 
States appears to endorse. 

AI-Sharaa thereby registered 
Syria's view that it already has an 
implicit commitment from Israel 
to give up the strategic territory, a 
point he drove home by saying 
Syria must have the "return of all 
its occupied land." 

By contrast. Barak said. "We 
are determined to do everything 
we can lo bring about the dream 
of children and "n10thers al I around 
the region." He said: "We came 
here to put behind us the hon·ors 
of war and to step fmward toward 
peace." 
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The administration said it was 
not concerned about al-Sharaa's 
tone. "There's important work to 
be done here," presidential 
spokesman Joe Lockhart said. 

·'We'll concentrate on what 
happens in the (negotiating) 
room." Indeed, Barak has begun 
preparing Israel for a ··painful" 
outcome, with his suggestion to 
parliament that some or all the 
Jews living on the plateau would 
have to leave. 

After Clinton's three-way meet
ing with Barak and al-Sharaa and 
separate meetings with them. the 
Israeli and Syrian delegations 
were going across Pennsylvania 
Avenue to Blair House. a presi
dential guesthouse, for facc-to
face negotiations. 

Albright and senior U.S. me
diator Dennis Ross were plan
ning to be on hand. but not in the 
room with the delegations. at least 
not at the start. 

.. No doubt, if there are prob
lems, we are going to look for 
ways to overcome them, .. a senior 
U.S. official saicj Tuesday. 

President Clinton is joined by Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak (right) 
and Syrian Foreign Minister Farouk al-Sharaa, as they walk out of the 
Oval office to make welcoming statements on the Middle East Peace 
talks in The Rose Garden Wednesday. AP 

'They very clearly want to 
move ahead. and we certainly are 
going to play our role in tenns of 
helping them do that." 
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120 Qt Cooler• Cordless Telephones 

Mobil' 

·-11-· ~ I 

; ' 
'1,1,,1.IO 

• Includes 500 ml. 
•• No purchase necessary. To obtain a free 
entry, while supplies last, send a sell
addressed, stamped envelope to: "Free 
Entry', P.O. Box EU, Hagatna, Guam 
96932. Offer good through 12/22/99 at 
participating Mobil service stations . 

M©biloils 
Your unfair advantage 

Mobil 1 Super XHP HD30 Outboard . 
Plus . ' · 
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Tight races in Russia election 
MOSCOW (AP) -The new. 
Kremlin-backed Unity bloc 
and the Communist Party are 
locked in a tight race to emerge 
as the leader in this weekend's 
parliamentary elections. ac
cording to opinion polls re
leased this week. 

In a poll conducted in the 
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first 10 days of December by 
the Institute for Comparative 
Social Research, 19 percent 
of the 1.278 respondents said 
they would vote for the Com
munists, while 17.6 percent 
would choose Unity. The Mos
cow Times newspaper said 
Wednesday. The paper, which 

commissioned the poll, said 
that such surveys usually have 
a margin of error of about 3 
percent, putting the two par
ties in a statistical tie. 

According to a ROMIR re
search center poll released 
Tuesday, Unity is ahead of the 
Communists, with 2 I.9 per-
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A Chechen boy looks at a Russian soldier as federal troops check 
houses looking for rebels in Bachi-Yurt, southeast of Grozny, Wednes
day. AP 

cent compared to 17. 7 percent. 
The poll was conducted Dec. 
4-5 among 1,500 people across 
Russia. ROMIR polls have a 
margin of error of 2 to 4 per
cent. 

Unity, which "".as formed 
only in September, has seen 
its popularity explode. Headed 
by popular Emergency Situa
tions Minister Sergei Shoigu, 
it has cultivated an image of 
responsible government. 

Unity enjoys the backing of 
Prime Minister Vladimir Putin 
and its candidates have been 
getting favorable and plenti
ful air time in Kremlin-backed 
media. 

Ratings for the Communists. 
who comprise the biggest fac
tion in the current parliament, 
have remained more or less 
unchanged. 

Analysts say that the Commu
nists have a loyal bloc of support
ers, but that the party has trouble 
attracting new voters. 

The real battle has been be
tween Unity and Fatherland
All Russia. which is led by 
Moscow Mayor Yuri Luzhkov, 
former Prime Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov, and 
Vladimir Yakovlev, mayor of 
St. Petersburg. 

Fatherland-All Russia pre
sented itself as a centrist al
ternative to both the Commu
nists and to the market reform
ers who have worked under 
President Boris Yeltsin, and it 

vowed to combat corruption. 
Some polls conducted over 

the past few months suggested 
that the party, riding a wave 
of disillusionment with 
Yeltsin's administration, 
would win a majority of seats 
in the new parliament. 

However, Kremlin-backed 
media have waged an intense 
campaign against the party, 
accusing Luzhkov of corrup
tion and questioning whether 
Primakov, now 70, is fit 
enough to be in a position of 
power. 

In the Moscow Times poll, 
Fatherland-All Russia re
ceived 9.2 percent. In the 
RO MIR poll, it got 9 percent. 

Luzhkov held a rally out
side the Kremlin on Tuesday 
night to raise support for Fa
therland-All Russia before the 
Sunday elections, when he will 
also be on the ballot for re
election as Moscow's mayor. 

Luzhkov is widely expected 
to win the vote, though the 
erosion in his popularity 
means he probably will not 
get the 90 percent of the bal
lots he won in the last elec
tion. 

Luzhkov, once one of 
Yeltsin's most vocal support
ers, called on the 60,000-
s trong crowd to reject 
Yeltsin's government as 
"those who stole the country's 
money" during privatization 
in the early nineties. 
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NATO wary of EU decision 
BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) 
- The United States and other 
non-European Union members 
of NA TO sought assurances 
Wednesday that the EU's de
cision to develop its own de
fense arm won't eventually 
split the alliance. 

At their year-end meeting. 
the NA TO foreign ministers 
also condemned Russia for its 
bloody assault in Chechnya. 
The European NATO mem
bers pressed the United States 
for more information on U.S. 
plans for a missile defense 
system to guard against attacks 
by rogue states. 

Much of the meeting. how
ever. focused on discussion of 
the decision the 15 EU coun
tries made last week - to give 
the European Union a defense 
capability. 

The Europeans want a mili
tary capability separate from 
NATO so they can respond to 
security crises the United 
States wants to stay out of. At 

their summit last week. EU 
leaders set a deadline o.f 2003 
to develop a rapid-reaction 
corps of 50,000 to 60,000 
troops. 

The 19-nation NATO alli
ance generally approves of the 
plan. believing anything that 
increases military capability 
is good for NATO. The United 
States also accepts the idea. 
But there is concern in Wash
ington that a European defense 
arm could grow away from 
NATO, splitting the alliance. 

Eight NATO members are 
no·t members of the European 
Union _ the United States, 
Canada. Turkey. Norway, Ice
land. Poland, Hungary and the 
Czech Republic. Most of the 
non-EU members from Europe 
are concerned that they could 
be left out of a decision-mak
ing process involving Euro
pean security. 

A senior American official 
who asked that his name not 
be used said some of 

The Government for the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is
lands ("Government"), through the Secretary of the Department of 
Commerce, is soliciting competitive proposals from qualified indi
viduals and firms with economic and statistical analysis experience to 
assist in developing a questionnaire for a wage and hours survey to be 
conducted by the CNMI Division of Central Statistics in the Northern 
Mariana Islands and then to prepare a report that will analyze the in
formation gathered to determine the possibilities and impact of a raise 
in the local minimum wage. 

The scope of work for the project may be obtained at the Division of 
Procurement and Supply, Lower Base, Saipan. 

All proposals must be signed. One (I) original and five (5) copies for 
each proposal must be submitted to the Division of Procurement and 
Supply in a scaled envelope marked RFP00-0021 and addressed to 
the Office of the Director, Division of Procurement and Supply, Lower 
Base, Saipan, MP 96950. The opening will be on January 7, 2000 at 
l 0:30 a.m. at the Division of Procurement and Supply, Lower Base, 
Saipan. THIS DEADLINE IS BEING EXTENDED FROM 12/22/ 
99 10:30 A.M. TO 1/07/00 10:30 A.M. Any proposals received after 
the deadline will not be accepted. 

Selection shall be made in accordance with CNMI Procurement Regu
lations. Proposals wi II be evaluated on the basis of the following: 

A. Technical Proposal 
a. 40% Experience in similar or 

related proejcts 
b. 25% Demonstrated understanding 

of requirements 
c. 20% Technical expertise of principals and 

proposed staff 
d. l 5% Approach to the project. 

B. Cost Proposal 
Price is also a factor for consideration and price will be evaluated in 
comparison with overall merit of proposals. Technical merit is more 
important than price and the Government reserves the right to award 
to other than the lower offcror. As proposals become more equal in 
technical merit, the importance of price will increase. 

The CNMI Government reserves the right to reject any or all propos
als or to waive any defects, if it is the best interest of the government. 
All proposals will become the property of the Government of the Com
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. Award of the project is 
contingent upon final approval of funding. 

All inquiries should be directed to Wit Maui, the Department of Com
merce, Division of Central Statistics at telephone number (670) 664-
3034, fax number (670) 664-3066. 

Is/ Lee C. Cabrera 
Acting Secretary 
Department of Commerce 

Isl Herman S. Sablan 
Director 
Div. of Procurement & Supply 

Washington's concerns had 
been answered. Important to 
the U.S .. he said, is clear lan
guage from the EU stating that 
NATO remains the corner
stone of European security. 

Washington has been press
ing the European allies to in
crease their military capabili
ties. The allies have declared 
their willingness to do so. but 
that has yet to be translated 
into expanded defense bud-

gets. 
"Intentions are all very 

good, and new institutions are 
very usefu 1, but it's resu Its that 
count," NATO Secretary-Gen
eral Lord Robertson said. 

Also Wednesday, European 
NATO members. expressed 
concern about how they will 
be affected if the United States 
deploys the limited ballistic 
missile defense system it is 
now developing. The U.S. has 

told its allies there is no sce
nario in which the United 
States, with the system, would 
be less likely to come to the 
aid of Europe. · 

The allies also had harsh 
words for Russia over 
Chechnya. "We condemn, in 
particular, Russi.an threats 
against unarmed civilians. 
s;ch as those in Grozny," the 
ministers said in their final 
statement. 

Nata Secretary General Sir George Robertson (right) and Ukraine Foreign Minister Boris Tarasyuk, address 
the media after the first day of the Nato foreign Ministers meeting in Brussels Wednesday. AP . · 

• COMMONWEALTH PORTS AUTHORITY 
SECOND REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

FOOD & BEVERAGE CONCESSION 
FOR WEST TINIAN AIRPORT 

The Commonwealth Ports Authority (CPA) is soliciting proposals from interested !inns and/or individuals to operate a food 
and beverage concession at the West Tinian Airport. Interested firms and/or individuals are encouraged to specify in their 
proposal the types of products and/or services they intend to offer to the travelling public and how to best use the space 
available. The area of the space available is 430 square feet, and is located at the newly renovated West Tinian Airport. This 
space is available for inspecti,:m between 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

Proposal packages can be obtained at the Office of the Executive Director, Saipan lntema:ional Airport, P.O. Box 501055, 
Saipan, MP 96950, or at the Office of the Ports Manager West Tinian Airport, Tinian, MP 96952. A set of the proposal 
package may be obtained for a fee of $30.00. Checks shall be made payable to the Commonwealth Ports Authority. A pre
award conference shall be held on December 21, l 999at 2:00 p.m. at the WestTinianAirportccnference room located at the 
office of the Pons Manager. 

The Commonwealth Ports Authority (CPA) must receive all proposal no later than 2:00 p.m. December 27, I 999, in order to 
be considered for the award. In evaluating proposals, CPA will consider (but not limited to) the following criteria: 

I. Financial Proposals 
2. Management Teams 
3. Capital Investment 
4. Design Rendering 
5. Services or Merchandising Mix 
6. Customer Services 
7. Pricing 

The successful and unsuccessful Proposers will be notified within thirty (30) days after December 27, 1999. 

Should you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Mr. Hennan R. Bennudcs at 664-3500. 

The Commonwealth Ports Authority (CPA) reserves the right to reject any and/or all proposals in accordance with Section 
3.2(7) and 4.1 of its Procurement Rules and Regulations. 

is/CARLOS H. SALAS 
Executive Director 

December l 0, 1999 
Date 

--~·· 
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Banks ready 
for year 2000 
NEW YORK, (Reuters) - New 
York Governor George Pataki 
said on Wednesday that state
chartered banks were set to enter 
the year 2000, despite concerns 
about computer glitches, and re
assured people their bank accounts 
were safe. 

Computers around the world 
that mark time by reading the last 
two digits of a year have been 
upgraded so they do not confuse 
··2000" with ··1900," but many 
people still won-y that systems 
will crash and account data will 
be lost. 

But Pataki. whose state is home 
to a vast number of the country's 
biggest banks, said in a statement: 
"'New York's banks have worked 
aggressively to solve the Y2K 
problem and are ready for the new 
millennium.'' 

People should have some money 
on hand, but should not withdraw 
all their savings from the bank, he 
cautioned. Banks are bracing for a 
run on cash machines and will have 
extra bags of money on hand ahead 
of the new year. 

New York's state-chartered 
banks completed testing all inter
nal and external mission-critical 
systems and the upgraded sys
tems have been put back to work, 
he said. Contingency plans also 
have been completed. 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) ~ 
Amid sharp dis.cord 8"~r s~l~s · 
taxes on. e-commerce,. a federal 
commission Wednesday neared 
agreement on prnhibiting 
Internetac~ss1evies and scrap
ping a telephone tax originally 
created to finance the Spanish-
American War. . . . 

The I 9~rnemberAdvisory 
Commission on Electronic Com
merce, created by Congress to 
devise future Internet tax rules, 
planned later W edriesday to con
sider those two recommenda
tions as it continued to thrash out 
th.e sales tax issue. 

.. I think those are pl aces where 
a consensus, in fact, is develop
ing:· said Gov. Jim Gilmore, R
Va., the panel's chairman. "On 
the question of the sales tax, there 
is much debate left to be done." 

The commission was consid
ering two key recommendations 
to Congress: -Permanently bar
ring federal, state or local taxes 
on the monthly charges people 
pay for Internet access. Such 
taxes in a handful of states were 
exempted from a three-year fed
eral Internet tax moratorium if 
they were in place before Oct. I, 
199&. 

-Abolishing the 3 percent fed
eral excise tax on telephone ser
vice, first imposed in 1898 as 
part of the Spanish War Act. 

Initially a luxury tax when 
there were few phones, it now 
raises about $5 billion annually 
for the federal government. 

Although commission mem
bers agreed both moves had the 

George Pataki 

"Consumers should have full 
confidence that their bank ac
counts are and will continue to be 
safe," said New York State De
partmentofBanking Superinten
dent Elizabeth McCaul. People 
should also be on guard against 
year 2000-related scams, the of
ficials said. 

There have beenreportsoftele
phone offers for special bond 
funds claiming to offer protec
tion against the date change. 

Live operators would be avail
able during business hours from 
Monday to Friday through De
cember 31 to answerurgent ques
tions on the date change, officials 
said. 

Operators also wou Id be av ail
able 24 hours January I and 2 and 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Jan. 3. 

nece~sary t\Vo_-thirds supportto 
"lin approval, seve~al cautioned 
that they could be used as bar
gaining chips in negotiations over 
the sales tax and other controver
sial issues. 

"These are a series of small 
steps in the middle we can take," 

· saidGroverNorquist,acommis
sion member and president of 
Americans for Tax Reform. 

The commission plans a final 
meetingjnMarch, with its report 
to Congress due in April. The 
unresolved central question is 
w hetherthe 46 states thati mpose 
sales taxes should be allowed to 
extend them to Internet pur
chases. 

The National Govemors A.s
sociation, joined by organiza
tions representing state legisla
tors, counties and cities, urged 
the commission to reject prop-os
als that would prevent sales taxes 
on e-commerce. 

Such an exemption, they said, 
could endanger vital govemmcm 
services, force states to raise other 
taxes, and would give Internet 
businesses an unfair competitive 
edge over traditional brick-and
mortar sellers. 

"What we are doing right now 
is creating a loophole, an unfair 
loophole," said Gov. William 
Janklow, R-S.D. "Success in 
America should not be based on 
a loophole." 

The state and local govern
ments want to set up a voluntary 
e-commerce sales tax system in 
which states would gradually 
adopt a single statewide rate. 

·1···· .. ·.·-, .. ·N'.··_'.·E···_. 
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1NJEIDED THINCS 

A MODERN CHRISTMAS STORY 

by 

CARMEN INDALECIO & TINE KRAUL 

Based on The O'Henry Talc 

THE GIFT OF THE MAGI 

Produced by 

Marianas High School's 
INTERNATIONAL THESPIAN SOCIETY 

TROOP#S374 
and 

MHS PRODUCTIONS 

$1.50 for students 

December 17th and 18th at 7:00 p.m. 
at the 

The Marianas High School 
Studio Theatre 
(Room IOIH) 

Directed by 

· Lucy Yun Yuan Lu 
Tina Kraul 

Carmen Indalccio 

$3.50 for non students 

EXCAIIBUR POKER 
~"• SPECIAL PROMOTION 

Dec. 4, 1999 thru Jan. 3, 2000 

Player who wins the most Royal Flush and/or Jackpot 
points will received an ., EX(falH!Ui i'V~1t1t~ 
additional Three Thousand 
Dollars ($3,000.00) on 
January 3, 2000 at 12:00 p.m; 

Here's How: 
• Five (5) bet Royal Flush at Maxim 

will be 5,000 points and Jackpots will be 
credited also as points. 

• Whoever accumulate the most points 
walks away with the extra cash. 

Please keep your winning sheet from the cashier's box 
and you can play at ~1f©llll~~lffilIDlffi ffll©fi{~lfilo 

Three Thousand Dollars & 00/100 

($3,000.00). ! ! ! ! 
Everybody is encouraged to play and may the lucky person receive this special promotion. 

"~/.:~ :~· =JI •, •
1

r:~od luck to all our Players and Seasons Greetings from EXCALIBUR POKER Management 
• . L 

" ' ,;J1 c;~o~ 
~ , $3,000.00 Grand Prize 
~ • Weekend Promo 

$500.00 Bonus Royal Flush (5 Bets) 
$50.00 Bonus Five Cards (5 Bets) 

•Free Food on Friday, Saturday & Sunday Evening 
8:00 p.m. · 12:00 midnight 

OPEN 24 HOURS Tel. 233-4466 * IVe resen•e the ri}iht to witltdraw tltese promotions anytime. 

- - - -PLEASE BRING THIS AD FOR·SPECIAL RAFFLE·DRAWING-- - - -
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ollar 
TOKYO(AP)-The U.S.dollar 
rose in Tokyo on Wednesday on 
increasing wariness of possible 
Y2K-related computer problems. 
Share prices closed lower on 
profit-taking. 

The U.S. dollar was trading at 

103.62 yen on the Tokyo foreign 
exchange market at 5 p.m. (0800 
GMT) Wednesday. up 0.58 yen 
from late Tuesday. and above its 
late New York level of 103.53 
yen overnight. 

The benchmark 225-issue 

Nikkei Stock Average closed at 
18,138.36 points Wednesday, 
down 27 .19 points, or 0.15 per
cent, from the previous day. On 
Tuesday, the average closed down 
39.53 points, or 0.22 percent. 

In currency dealings, the green-

• COMMONWEALTH PORTS AUTHORITY 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

LIMITED RETAIL CONCESSION 
SAIPAN INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

The Commonwealth Ports Authority (CPA) is soliciting proposals from interested finns and/or individuals to operate a 
Limited Retail Concession at the Saipan International Airport. Interested finns and/or individuals arc encouraged to specify 
in their proposal the types of products and/or services they intend to offer to the travelling public and how to best use the 
space available. The area of the space available is I 00 square feet, and is located at the Departure Building. This space is 
available for inspection between 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

Proposal packages can be obtained at the Office of the Executive Director, Saipan l_nternational Airport, P.O. Box 50! 055, 
Saipan, MP 96950. A set of the proposal package may be obtained for a fee of $50.00. Checks shall be made payable to the 
Commonwealth Ports Authority. A pre-award conference shall be held on December 22, I 999 at 2:00 p.m. at the Saipan 
International Airport conference room located at the Departure Building second Ooor. 

The Commonwealth Ports Authority (CPA) must receive all proposal no later than 2:00 p.m. January I 0, 2000, in order to be 
considered for the award. In evaluating proposals, CPA will consider (but not limited to) the following criteria: 

I. Financial Proposals 
2. Management Teams 
3. Capital Investment 
4. Design Rendering 
5. Services or Merchandising Mix 
6. Customer Services 
7. Pricing 

The successful and unsuccessful Proposers will be notified within thirty (30) days after January 10, 2000. 

Should you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Mr. Hcnnan R. Bcnnudes at 664-3500. 

The Commonwealth Ports Authority (CPA) reserves the right to reject any and/or all proposals in accordance with Section 
3.2(7) and 4.1 of its Procurement Rules and Regulations. 

is/CARLOS H. SALAS 
faecutive Director 

December I 0, 1999 
Date 

OMBUDSMAN CASE WORKERS 

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Office of Insular Affairs 

The U.S. Department of the Interior, Office of Insular Affairs's 1nission is to assist the islands in 
developing more efficient and effective government by providing financial and technical assistance; 
and to help manage Federal-island relations by promoting appropriate Federal policies. We are seeking 
four highly qualified case workers/translators to work on an intermittent basis as contract employees 
in our Labor Ombudsman Office in t11e Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI). 
The Ombudsman acts as a worker's advocate by facilitating assistance for alien workers in the CNMI 
in the resolution of labor complaints and problems. 

Case Workers/Translators duties include translation and interpretation services; labor, immigration, 
and civil rights counseling; outreach education to alien workers; and assistance in filing for relief with 
appropriate Federal and CNMI agencies. 

Requirements: Candidatts must have fluency in English both written and spoken as well as one or 
more of the following languages; Tagalog, Mandarin, Bengali, Singhalese, Urdu, Hindi, Nepalese, 
Tamil and Korean. Candidates must have knowledge of Federal and local labor and immigration 
laws, regulations and procedures. Candidates possessing an interactive experience with the CNMI 
alien worker community, especially in regard to obtaining the trust and cooperation of the workers are 
preferred. Computer skills are desirable. While U.S. citizens, U.S. permanent residents, U.S. nationals, 
and non-residents are digible to apply for this position, preference will be given to U.S. citizens, U.S. 
permanent residents and U.S. nationals. 

Application Information: Recruitment for the position is being conducted by Attorney Pamela Brown, 
Federal Ombudsman, located in Saipan. Please send resume lo Attorney Pamela Brown, Department 
of Interior, Ombudsman Office, P.O. Box 2452, Kallingal Building, Saipan, MP 96950 or you may 
fax resume to (670) 233-8040. Position opens I 1/30/99 to 12120/99. 

The Department of the Interior is an equal opportunity employer. 

back climbed up against the J apa
nese currency as more and more 
long-tern1 accounts closed posi
tions ahead of the end of the year. 

Wariness of possible Y2K-re
lated risks also encouraged inves
tors to buy dollars. The green
back is often considered the cur
rency of choice in times of poten
tial instability. 

''There is a sense now that the 
market is becoming more dollar
bullish and we are seeing short
covering from overseas funds and 
position-closing boosting the dol
lar," said Shigero Hashimoto, 
vice-president of the Treasury and 
Trading Division at Sanwa Bank. 

But traders said there is unlikely 
to be much aggressive buying or 
selling of the U.S. currency in the 
remaining weeks of December. 

The dollar is likely to trade be
tween 101.5 0 yen and 104. 00 yen 
until the end of the year, said 
Hikari Sekioka, a vice president 
at Sakura Bank. 

On the stock market, some of 
Wednesday's biggest decliners 
included NTT, NEC, and Nikon. 

Wall Street's overnight drop 
also led the Ni kkei to sag Wednes
day. In New York, the Dow Jones 
industrial average fell 32.42, or 
0.3 percent, to 11,160.17 at 

BUSINESS & TRADE 

Tuesday's close. The Nasdaq fell 
86.76 points to 3,571.41. 

Longer-term prospects of the 
Ni kkei, however, are looking bull
ish, traders said. 

"Some of our clients from over
seas are saying, ·we have to be 
buying for next year. Japan is 
fairly high on our list,"' said Rob
ert Sasaki, head of the quantita
tive strategy group at Jardine 
Fleming Securities. 

The broader Tokyo Stock Price 
Index of all issues listed on the 
first section closed up 7.49 points, 
or 0.47 percent, to 1,612.95. The 
TO PIX closed down I 0.05 points, 
or 0.62 percent, the day before. 
Volume on the first section of the 
Tokyo stock exchange was esti
mated at 500million shares. down 
from 529 million shares Tuesday. 

Retreaters outnumbered ad
vancers 825 to 411, while 111 
issues remained unchanged. 

In other currencies, the euro 
was traded at I 04.10 yen, down 
from 104.40 yen late Tuesday in 
Tokyo. 

The yield on the benchmark 
IO-year Japanese government 
bond fell to I. 7250 percent, down 
from Tuesday's finish of 1.7600 
percent. Its price r-ose 0.30 point 
to I 01.49. 

Hiroko lwai, multimedia software director of Alfa Omega Soft displays 
the world's smallest and lightest home telephone in her office in Tokyo 
Wednesday. Weighing 40 grams and in the size of a child's palm, the 
home phone could be put in a pocket to set hands free. AP 

WestJ et to expand 
OTTA WA, (Reuters) - Cana
dian Transport Minister David 
Collenette on Wednesday wel
comed plans by Calgary-based 
discount carrier WestJet Airlines 
Ltd. to expand eastward, saying it 
showed his airline policy was 
working. 

"'Any news tl1at we have competi
tion developing as a result of the 
consnlidation that's going on, the re
structuring, is good news, whether it, 
Westler or any of the charter (air
lines).'' he told reporters. · 

WestJet, which started by of
fering discount travel between 
western Canadian cities, said it 
was expanding eastward to take 
advantage of Air Canada's im-

pending takeover of Canadian 
Airlines Corp .. 

"It means, as I've been saying 
all along, that the local Canadian 
carriers can provide effective 
competition to the new Air Canada 
if this merger goes ahead," said 
Collenette, widely accused of 
bungling the airline restructuring 
process. 

"There's no shortage of people 
who will be interested in provid
ing alternate service should we go 
to this dominant cmTier. ~ 

It's encouraging that the 
WestJets of this world, and some 
of the charters, will be willing to 
pick up some of the slack," he 
said. 
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Returns hard for E-shoppers 
NEW YORK (AP) - Online 
shoppers clicking their way to a 
merry Christmas should beware 
of confusing and restrictive re
turn policies that could leave them 
hanging their heads come Dec. 
26. 

Extraprise Advisors took a look 
at 50 top sites and found they 
either don't include return poli
cies or load them with fine print 
and caveats, said Allen Bonde, 
the consulting firm's research di
rector. "Last year there was some 
ignorance is bliss. 

People were just happy they 
could sh0p online," he said. "This 
year it's the morning after and 
people are saying, 'Wow, this 
should be a lot better.' We expect 
a lot of hiccups and bumps and 
bruises." 

Analysts project holiday sales 
at traditional stores will rise 5 
percent to 6 percent this year to 
more than $180 billion, while 
online sales are expected to at 
least double to $6 billion. 
Extraprise looked at 30 "click
and-mortar" sites (those with 
offline stores as well) and 20 
"dot.corns," companies with no 
offline businessesorpartnerships. 

Thirteen of the 50 required a 
telephone call for returns and I 0 
said fees ·'may" apply. Eight re
quired .an authorization number 
before a return could~ made. 

Of the click-and-mortars, 22 
allow for either mail-back returns 
or offline store returns, but some 
allow store returns only for items 
sold offline. Sears.com, for in
stance, allows appliances and tools 
to be returned to stores butdoesn 't 
allow it for online-only 
"Wishbook" items. 

Return policies on the site are 
scattered under product catego
ries rather than in one spot and a 
customer service representative 
who answered the telephone Mon
day was unaware that any return 
information was listed online. 

"We try to be as clear as pos
sible on our Web site," said Bill 
Christopher, chief of the site's 
I 00-person customer service cen
ter. "We stand by our time-hon
ored tradition of satisfaction guar
anteed or your money back." 

Barnesandnoble.com's return 
policy says purchases "cannot be 
returned to Barnes & Noble retail 
stores." 

Yet Mary Ellen Keating, a se
nior vice president of corporate 
communications at offline Barnes 
& Noble Inc., said: "When you 
come into a store we don't ask if 
you bought it online or if you 
bought it in a store. 

If you' re buying on line and you 
want to return to a store we 'II 
work with you to do that." If that's 
the case, Bonde said, "they've 

made it a lot more confusing than 
it should be." Keating said the 
Web site and the corporate entity 
are separate companies. 

Competitor Borders.com, also 
a separate company from its par
ent, doesn't address the issue of 
offline returns on its site. 

A customer service representa
tive said some stores will accept 
online returns as a "customer ser
vice gesture." 

Where does all of this leave 
shoppers? Some are sticking to 
the mall.."It's too new," said Curt 
Brown, a 40-year-old marketing 
associate as he shopped with his 
family at Gurnee Mills mall out
side Chicago. 

"I know the return policies you 
really have to look into, and you 
have to consider the charge for 
shipping. 

They need to get some things 
worked out." Diane Tillisch said 
as she shopped with her husband 
at Southdale Center near Minne
apolis that she, too, was concerned 
about ease of returns online - plus 
she liked hitting the mall "to see 
what's on sale." 

According to a new survey of 
873 people nationwide by the con
sulting firm America's Research 
Group, 64 percent of respondents 
said they checked out return poli
cies of sites where they shopped, 
while 36 percent said they did 

Hectic shopping at Amazon.com 

Amazon.com employees fill orders at the firm's distribution center Wednesday in Seattle. Some online 
merchants including Amazon.com are so backed up with orders that their top executives have had to help 
in the warehouse. AP 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
NURSING ASSISTANTS U.S. Mainland 

Wanted Immediately. 30 openings for nursing homes in North Carolina, 
Kentucky & Tenesse. 

Competitive Salary, benefits. 
With or without certification. Training will be provided. Experience not necessary. 

Requirement: Must be caring, patient and hardworking, US Citizens or Residents only. 
Must travel immediately. 

Call (800) 7 42-2446 or (201) 662-8906 Fax: (201) 662-9897 
WHR GROUP @Galaxy Mall, 7000 Blvd East, Guttenberg, NJ 07093 

not. 
Annette Gleneicki, director of 

research for Bizrate.com, says 
things don't look so bleak on the 
return front. 

She agreed that return policies 
and other customer service issues 
are crucial after last year's 
diastrous Christmas, when Web 
shoppers were often left in the 
cold when something went wrong 
with their purchases. 

A recent Bizrate.com survey 
of 9,853 on line shoppers showed 
59 percent who sought returns 
received refunds rather than ex
changes or online credit. 

More than half - 63 percent -said 
they were not required to receive 
authorization from a merchant be
fore arranging for a return. 

Almost all returns - 94 percent 
-were mailed back. "There. s more 
of an effort on the part of the 

merchants to make it an easier 
process," Gleneicki said. "They 're 
communicating better." 

Web shoppers, according to 
Bizrate, most value return poli
cies that include I 00 percent 
money-back guarantees, no "re
stocking" fees (which can amount 
to up to 15 percent of a purchase 
if packaging has been damaged), 
free shipping and no advance au-
thorization required. · 

When it comes to returning 
damaged items, seven of the 2,0 
dot-corns studied by Extraprise 
require the consumer to pay for 
shipping, along with six of the 30 
click-and-mortars. 

Of all 50 of the Extraprise sites, 
13 didn't explicitly state their 
policies online, requiring tele
phone calls or e-mail for clarifi
cation. ·'It was the Wild West last 
year," Bonde said. 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Notice of Meeting 

FIFTH SAIPAN AND 
NORTHERN ISLANDS MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

PURSUANT TO PUBLIC LAW NO. 8-
41, A NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
THAT A MEETING OF THE FIFTH 
SAIPAN AND NORTHERN ISLANDS 
MUNICIPAL COUNCIL WILL BE 
HELD ON DECEMBER 21, 1999 AT 

.10:00 A.M. AT THE CONFERENCE 
ROOM OF THE MUNICIPAL COUN
CIL AT CHALAN KANOA. 

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM 

The CNMI Public School System is soliciting from firms interested in providing to the Public School 
Systems Speech and Languag_e Pathology Services for children lrom birth to 5 years old, Occupa
llonal Therapy Services lor children from birth to 21 years old, and Educational Psychology Ser
vices for children lrom 6 lo 21 years old who are eligible to receive Special Education and Related 
Services. The Proposal package requirements is now available al the PSS Procurement & Supply 
Office situated on the 3rd floor al the Nauru Building, Susupe, Saipan, MP during regular working 
hours. All proposals are to be submitted in duplicate and facemarked "RFP00--001 Special Educa
tion ~peech and Language, Occupational Therapy, and Educalional Psychology Services Pro
posa\ and delivered.lo the Procurement & Supply Office situated on the 3rd floor ol the Nauru 
Build mg, Sus up~. Sarpan, MP no later than 2,00 p.m., January 04, 2000. The proposer is required 
to submit with hrs proposal .a copy of hrs business license. Any proposal received after the alore
mentroned date and time will not be accepted under any circumstances. 

A pre-prnposal conlerence will be held on December 14, t 999 at 2:00 p.m. at the PSS Conference 
Room situated on the 4th floor of the Nauru Building, Susupe, Saipan. Interested proposers are 
requested lo submit all their questions pertaining to the proposal package requirements in writing 
Attn: Sue Lizama no laterth_an 4:30 p.m .. December 17, 1999 at the Procurement & Supply Office, 
3rd lloor of the Nau~ Building, Susupe, Saipan, MP. All submitted questions will be responded to 
w1thm three (3) working days lrom date all questions are due. 

Proposals will be evaluated and selections will be made upon the tallowing criteria: 

1. Proposal Price 20% 
2. Proposal Plan 40% 
3. Qualification Of Individual 30% 
4. Qualification Of Firm 10% 

Total 100% 

The CNMI Public School System reserves the right to award on a single or multiple award or reject 
any or all proposals ii in its sole opinion to do so is in the best interest of the P~blic School System. 
lnqumes this announcement maybe directed to Sue Lizama at telephone number 664-3721/3724. 

ls/Rita Hocog lnos, Ed. D 
Commissioner 01 Education 

/sJLouise Concepcion 
Procurement & Suo I Ollicer 
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7 new galleries 
open at Louvre 

1999 Miss International Paulina Garvez of Colombia (center) with 1st runner-up Carmen Fernandez Ruiz of 
Spain (left) and 2nd runner-up Saija Palin of Finland poses for photographers Tuesday night in Tokyo. AP 

PARIS (AP)-The Louvre mu
seum ushered in the millennium 
Wednesday with the opening of 
seven new galleries showcasing a 
collection of rare 19th century 
treasures, including a sumptuous 
bedroom furniture set that be
longed to King Charles X. 

Located in the museum's 
Richelieu wing, the new galleries 
signal the near-completion of an 
ambitious overhaul launched in 
the 1980s by the late President 
Francois Mitterrand. 

The Louvre opened as a mu
seum in 1793 in the aftermath of 
the French Revolution and pro
vided a response to a growing 
public demand for access to pos
sessions amassed by royalty since 
the 14th century. 

Today, it is one of the world's 
finest museums, drawing nearly 6 
million visitors a year. The new 
galleries, designed by top French 

- ·architect Jean-Michel Wilmotte, 
feature high ceilings and wood 
walls that create a sleek, ultra-
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BLANDINA 
MUNA. 

DELACRUZ 
better known as 

"Blandinan Manet Lasso" 
ofTinian 

Wish to express our sincere and heartfelt gratitude to all our families, relatives, and friends for your 
thoughtful expression of love, sympathy, prayers, and personal assistance and support during the 
difficult time of sorrow in the passing of our beloved into the eternal hands of God. 

The passing of our beloved wife, mother, grandmother, great-grandmother and great-great grandmother 
was felt with the grief and pain. Your untiring love, support and prayers which you have given to us and 
our families has allowed us to compassionately endure our sorrow. 

We Extend our Profound and Sincere Gratitude to: 
Tinian Health Center, Department of Public Safety, 

Commonwealth Utilities Corporation, and the Tinian Public Works 

Maria Cruz Masga who said the daily and nightly rosaries. 

And to ALL who have supported us in one way or another; for your presence at the daily and nightly 
rosary, for the preparation of food, cemetery and the Eucharistic Celebration of her life to our eternal 

Father. Your deed of kindness and generosity gave us the strength and courage to bear the passing of our 
beloved. 

FROM OUR HEARTS 

Sen :JJ~ oo !U 'lfu'u,J, .Ma'aA,e, 1~ 'lfoa, q~, .M~ S~ Po, IJ~ 

Si Manuel Lizama Dela Cruz, Children & Families 

modem setting for the ornate 
china, furniture, vases, clocks and 
other decorative objects in bronze, 
silver and gold, crafted by artists 
from the leading French schools. 

The new space became avail
able in the early l 990s after Fi
nance Ministry officials reluc
tantly vacated gilded offices they 
had occupied for decades. 

Of the 175 objects on display, 
more than half were acquired by 
the Louvre in the past 15 years, 
said curator Anne Dion
Tenenbaum. Many other pieces 
are displayed for the first time. 

Among them: an inlaid mosaic 
table top and neo-Gothic furni
ture belonging to the daughter of 
King Louis-Philippe, Marie 
d'Orleans. 

The furniture collection includes 
a folding screen, long believed to 
have been destroyed in a fire. 

The objects are presented chro
nologically, starting from the Res
toration period in 1814 and end
ing with the July Monarchy in 
1848. 

Highlights include a bedroom 
set and oversized rug that belonged 
to Charles X when he occupied the 
Tuileries palace, which was badly 

. damaged in a fire in 1871 and sub
sequently demolished. 

Ford brand 
has the most 
loyal owners, 
says study 
DETROIT, (Reuters).- Ford 
Motor Co.'s Ford brand has the 
U.S. automotive industry'.s most 
loyal owners, according to a study 
released on Wednesday by a con
sultant. 

The Ford brand had the highest 
brand loyalty with 61.3 percent of 
its customers replacing their cur
rent Ford vehicles with new Ford 
models, J.D. Power and Associ
ates said. The industry average 
was 46 percent. 

Rounding out the top five were 
Toyota Motor Corp. of Japan's 
Lexus and Toyota brands at 56.9 
percent and 55. l percent. respec
tively; German-American 
DaimlerChrysler AG' s Mercedes
Benz at 54.4 percent; and General 
Motors Corp. 's Chevrolet at 52.2 
percent, J.D. Power said. 

The study was based on re
sponses from over 42,000 new
vehicle buyers. About 46 percent 
of all buyers who replace a ve
hicle are brand loyal. the highest 
level since J.D. Power started 
tracking it in the mid- l 980s. 

Buyers of light trucks such as 
pickups. sport utility vehicles 
(SUVs) and minivans (58 per
cent) are more loyal than car buy
ers (46 percent). J .D. Power said. 

Full-size pickup truck buyers 
are the industry's most loyal buy
ing segment with an unchanged 
rating of 74 percent, but lux~ry 
car owner loyalty rebounded l 0 
percentage points to 60 percent. 
J.D. Power said. 

if . 
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Hollywood movie review 

Bond in 'World is Not Enough' 
THE WORLD is not enough is an 
exhilarating adventure that takes 
all of the compelling elements 
expected of the Bond series and 
sets them against the background 
of a contemporary crisis on the 
cutting edge of today's news, star
ring Pierce Brosnan as agent 007. 
Dame Judi Dench, Sophie 
Marceau. Robert Carlye and 
Denise Richards. 

Greed, revenge world domi
nance, high tech terrorism-it's all 
in a day's work for James Bond, 
who races to defuse an interna
tional power struggle with the 
world's oil supply hanging in the 
Jalance in the World is not 
enough, the 19th installment in 
the longest-running and most suc
cessful film franchise in cinema 
history. 

Form the banks of the Nervion 
River in Bilbao, Spain, to a spec
tacular high-speed boat chase up 
London's river Thames and 
through the highlands of Scot
land, James Bond in his his third 
appearance in the role of the 
world's best-known secret agent 
barely survives a potential nuclear 
explosion in a vast oil pipeline in 
Turkey-all in the name of protect
ing beautiful oil heiress Elektra . 
King (Sophie marceau) from no
torious international terrorist 
renard (Robert carlyle). 

With nuclear weapons expert 
Dr. Christmas Jones (Denise 
Richards) at his side. Bond trav
els to Azerbaijan. the Caspian Sea 
and Istanbul. 
There. a former enemy (Robbie 
Caltrane) becomes a formidable 
ally before the final dramatic 
showdown in the claustrophic 
confines of a nuclear submarine 
beneath the surface of the 
Bosphorus Sea. 

"The James Bond films are ac
tion-adventures that are depen
dent on the Villain. the caper and 
the situations, which inevitably 
take you to exotic different loca
tions around the world,·• says pro
ducer Micheal G. Wilson. 

"The World is Not Enough is 
an exhilarating roller coaster ride 
in which those e le men ts are 
blended wonde1fully. 

··Every film is a won)', .. contin
ues din.:ctor Michael Aptcd, but 
with so much expectation riding 
on a new .lames l:3ond film there 
was so much more to won-y about. 

I didn't want to repeat what 
others had done; I wanted to de
liver the goods while at the same 
time making it a little bit differ
ent. 

Writer Ian Fleming, who wrote 
the books the movies are based 
on. once explained what consti
tutes a good thriller: "To any ad
venture give the advantages of 
expansive living. 

Give Bond the right clothes. the 
right background, the right girl 
and set the story in the most glam
orous and beautiful of places, de
scribing everything in minute de
tail while moving the plot along 
so fast that nobody notices the 
idiosyncrasies in it." 

"Pierce Brosnan is a great ac
tor, who has the charisma of Bond 
and the ability to carry out the 

the Broadway production of 
Amy's View," plays M for the 
third time. 

"casting a woman as Bond's 
superior gives the role more di
mension and a kind of sexual ten
sion," notes Pierce Brosnan. 

''Judi is a woman of great sen
suality, in her performance and in 
life, and she does a great job as 
M.'' 

An imposing ensemble of ac
tors make their Bond movie de
buts in the World is Not Enough. 

Sophie marceau (Braveheart) 
plays Elektra King, the_ daughter 
of a murdered oil tycoon whom 
Bond is assingned to protect. 

Pierce Brosnan as James Bond confronts Renard (Robert Carlyle) in 
a scene from MGM's The World is Not Enough, the 19th installment of 
the longest running film franchise in cinema history. 

"We needed a great actress who 
didn't come with a pre-solid im
age for Elektra," explains Michael 
Apted. 

Brosnan and Sophie Marceau as 
Elektra King in a scene from 
MGM's The World is Not Enough. 
Photos by Keith Hamshere 

physical demands of the role," 
says producer Micheal G. Wil
son. 

nerability that he lays without 
appearing weak." 

British actor Robert carlyle, 
perhaps best known for his star
ring role in the Fully Monty, was 
cast as international terrorist 
Renard, a ruthlessly vicious 
villian-with a bullet lodged in his 
brain which makes it impossible 

for him to feel pain. 
"'This is the 15th Bond film to 

be made at Pinewood, which is 
our traditional home, and it felt 
really good to be back there.'' 
recalls producer Wilson. 

"He has look of Bond, and the 
polish to make his Bond special. 

And he also has a certain vu!-

Dame Judi Dench, an Acad
emy Award winner for 
Shakespeare in Love and a Tony 
Award winner this pat season in 

MAGDALENA 

TERLAJE 
PANGELINAN 
Lovingly known to her families 

and friends as 
i\llagdalenan Cogure / 
Magdalenan-J oaquin 

was called to her eternal rest on 
Monday, December 13, 1999 at the 

age of 83 years 

' :,, •'• ' -, '· .' -· ,. . '. . . .· I. !""i t untm , = !llltunatmtn ·· 
In her new life she now joins her Husband: Joaquin S. 

Pangelinan; Parents: Jose and Luisa A:Kogure; Parents
in-Law: Mariano D. and Elisa S. Pangelinan; Son and 

Spouse: Alejo and Maria DLG. Aldan; Grandson: Daniel DLG 
Aldan; Sons-in-law: Gilbert C. Ada, Edward Flores and 
Herman Kinta!; Brother and Sister: Maria C. Arriola and 
Antonio Masga; in-laws: Luis Arriola, Felipe Mendiola, Jose 
and Dolores Pangelinan, Estella P. Trevis, Vicente Sablan, 
Cale~tro Tenorio, and Monica K. Pangelinan. 

She will be missed and remembered in the hearts of her: 
Children & Spouses: Faustina A. Ada, Jesus T. and Eve G. 
Aldan, Gonzalo T. and Alice V. Pangelinan, Evelyn P. and Greg 
S. Calvo, Margarita P.F. Kinta!; Isabel P. and Segundo Duenas, 
Selina P. Stein, Rita P. andJose T. Villagomez,John (Manuel) 
DLG and Barbara A. Pangelinan, Sophia P. and Pedro P. 
Tenorio, Herman DLG and Cristina 0. Pangelinan, and Felix 
Torres and Lydia DL Guerrero; Sisters & Spouse: ;\fartina K. 
and Jose Benavente, Ana Cog·ure, and J oaguin.1 .\·lcndiola; 
Brothers & Sisters-in-law: Robert Trevis, Luise P. Tenorio, 
Emilia P. Sablan, and Henry S. Pangelinan. 

She is additionally smvived by numerous grandchildren, gre,1t 
grandchildren, great great grandchildren, cousins, nieces and 
nephews. 

Daily memorial masses are being offered at Mt. Carmel 
Cathedral at 6:00 p.m. followed by the rosary. 
On Saturday, December 18, 1999 at 7:00 am, 
her remains will be taken out from CHC and 
will proceed to Mount Carmel Cathedral for 
viewing. Mass of Christian burial will be 
offered at 11 :00 a.m. Burial will follow at 
Chalan Kanoa Cemetery. 

l~'' ff ,,,,•.,,1 .. ·• ·~A'••••. 0. If 
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Most endangered species 
NO. not rurtles. frogs, whooping 
cranes. white leopards. brown 
pelicans, monk seals or Pue1to 
Rican parrots. The most endan
gered species is that bizarre car
bon-based biped Jonathan Swift 
aptly called Yahoos and which 
we call Homo Sapiens. 

Throughout history. human 
kind has been subject to the fool-

ish antics of fanatic believers in 
the end of time. Spurred on by the 
apocalyptic books of Daniel and 
Revelation in the Bible, 
millenarian groups seem to arise 
every few years, and to prolifer
ate as one calendar or another 
approaches a new century or mil
lennium, according to the arbi
trary count of whatever priestly 

caucus happens to hold all the 
cards. 

In Stephen Jay Gould's, Ques
tioning The Millennium, we learn 
that in the 1840's over 100,000 
Yahoos prepared for the end of 
the world, scheduled to occur 
sometime between March 21, 
1843, and March 21, 1844. Well, 
we hope these believers didn't 

VINYL SIGNS: For indoor/outdoor with col
ors, style and quality, on wood, glass, metal, 
plastic cloth and walls, designed in computer 
graphics, artistically dratted, composed with 
a lot of talent and knowledge, is now avail
able at Younis Art Studio, Inc. · 

VINYL BANNERS: On cloth and plastic 
materials, from 1-5 feet wide and length from 
3 feet to 50 or 75 feet and more, with any 
color, letters size and style and rich graph
ics. 

Also hand painted signs and banners, artis
tically designed and colored on any mate
rial surface of all sizes. 

DIGITAL PRINT: Signs for inside markets/ 
stores/shops in full colors with print of the 
goods/merchandise on plastic sheets/ 
boards or on transparencies on special pa
per or cloth for ceiling hang for display or 
above shelves, counters and merchandise 
stands, can easily be produced by the tal
ented and capable sign makers at YAS Sign 
System. 

Full color digital print for back light in shops 
window or special display in the outdoor, 
such as food items, drinks cosmetics, per
fumes, jewelry and many more. 

Vinyl signs are durable, colorful and guar
anteed to last for five to seven years in all 
weather conditions and stands heat tem
perature 40-180 degrees Fahrenheit. 

For all signs need, please visit or call 

at 7~ Younis Art Studio, Inc., ~n Garapan. 
Telephone Nos. 234-6341 ¥ 234-7578 ¥ 

234 .. 9797 ¥ 234 .. 9272 or Fax No. 234 .. 9271. 

quit their day jobs in expectation. 
However, recently dire predic

tions of the world 'send have come 
from another quarter of the hu
man mosaic; namely, from some 
of the leading cosmologists of the 
scientific community. John 
Leslie's book, The End of the 
World; The Science and Ethics of 
Human Extinction, is an excel
lent introduction to the history 
and development of the issues 
which have become known as The 
Doomsday Argument. 

Based on purely logic;:al, math
ematical arguments and our best 
scientific knowledge, these sci
entists maintain that it would be 
wise forus to revise our estimates 
of the future survival of the hu
man race. As far as I know, there 
has been no agreed upon refuta
tion of the Doomsday Argument 
to date. 

Leslie points out that there are 
many risks presently facing the 
human race, artd the Doomsday 
Argument should perhaps indi
cate that we shou Id take these 
risks seriously. For example, the 
following factors are noted: 
nuclear war, biological and chemi
cal w.ar, destruction of the ozone 
layer, greenhouse effect, poison
ing by pollution, disease, volca
nic eruption, hits by asteroids and 
comets, another ice age, massive 
astronomical explosions. Leslie 
also lists ten "man-made disas
ters" and eight "risks from phi
losophy" all of which pose threats 
to our continued survival. 

So what is the Doomsday Ar
gument. Well, it is based on tak
ing into consideration our present 
position in time. If you think of 
all the human beings who have 
ever lived, and that ever will live, 
do you think your present posi
tion places you close to the begin
ning of that group, or perhaps 
somewhere in the middle? 

Consider the following sce
nario. Suppose you wake up one 
night, and you are not sure whether 
or not you have closed the back 
door. You estimate the chances 
are fifty-fifty that the door is 
closed or open. Then you form 
the following theory. If you left 
the back door open, then there is a 
ten percent chance that the neigh
bors cat is in your bedroom. 13111 

if you shut the door. the chances 
are .0 l that the cal is in the bed
room. Then you tum the light on. 
and lo and behold, the cat is there! 
Under these conditions, you 
should prefer the first theory to 
the second. Using established 
principles of Bayesian reasoning, 
the probability that you left the 
door open is much greater than 
your original estimate. 

Consider another situation. 
Suppose you are told there are 
two urns. One contains a billion 
chips numbered from I to a bil
lion, and the other contains only 
ten chips numbered from I to 
ten. You are to select a chip at 
random from one of the two urns, 
and the chances of you picking 
one or the other um is fifty-fifty. 
You select a chip and it has the 
number three on it. Now, with 
this resu It, it can be proven that 

the probability that you chose 
the um with the smaller number 
of balls is very great, almost one 
in fact. 

Now consider your position as 
an observer in time. Roughly, itis 
estimated that ten percent of all 
humans that have been born up to 
date are alive today. 

If the human race were going to 
last a few million years beyond 
today, and perhaps live to·popu
late the galaxy, that would put 
you, conservatively, among the 
earliest 0.01 per cent of all Hu
mans who will ever have been 
born. But there is no reason why 
you should think you are in such 
a privileged or exceptional posi
tion. The rational position is to 
assume that your position in time 
is quite unexceptional and ordi
nary. But that means that the cat 
is in the bedroom, and that the 
human race, rather than existing 
for mil!1ons of years in the furure 
will probably end relatively 
shortly. 

If you think that something is 
"wrong" with this reasoning, you 
are not alone. However, it is 
enlightening to attempt to under
stand what is rightaboutthe argu
ment before you criticize it. Then 
you will begin to understand 
Bayes's Rule, which is a formal
ization of the way in which we 
revise our original "apriori" esti
mates in the light of additional 
information. If you can conceive 
of a population or "data set" con
sisting of all the humans that ever 
were, are, or will be, the fact that 
you are in the sample selection 
makes it much more probable that 
the population is of such a size 
that puts you in the middle and 
not somewhere in the early begin
nings. 

We are all responsible I think to 
help in saving this poor race of 
mad Yahoos. the most endangered 
species on the planet. 

Puzzles 
I. TheHappyWaspFoodStore 

was selling hot-cross buns. There 
were three sizes: one dollar for 
three small; one dollar for two 
medium; and on dollar for one 
large. There were a group of boys 
and girls. the same number of 
each, and they were given a total 
of seven dollars to buy some buns. 
They all got exactly the same num
ber and kinds of buns. How many 
buns did each child get? 

2. Eight children divided 32 
apples. Ann got one apple, May 
two, Jane three, and Kate four. 
Ned Smith took as many as his 
sister, Tom Brown took twice 
as many as his sister, Bill Jones 
three times as many as his sister, 
and Jack Robinson four times as 
many as his sister. What were the 
last names of the four girls? 

3. If you were going to divide a 
pie with six straight cuts of a 
knife, what is the greatest num
ber of pieces possible? 

Answers to Last Week's Puzzles 
I. There were 15 bees. 
2. It would be one hour ahead 

after twenty hours. 
3. 218. 777 ... feet. 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH OF THE 

NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

NORTHERN MARIANAS HOUSING 
CORPORATION, 

Plainiiff, 
-v-

MARIA LG.GUZMAN and EDDIE C. GUZMAN. 
Defendants. 

CIVILACDON NO, 99-690D 

SllMMONS FOR PllBLICATION 

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED 
DEFENDANTS: 

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and noti
fied to file any answer you wish to make to the 
Complaint, a copy of which.is served upon you 
l1ereby, within twenty-one (21) days after the 
fourth publication of this Swnmons. and to de
liver or mail a copy of your answer to White, 
Pierce, Mailman & Nutting, the Plaintiff's At
lomeys, whose address is P.O. Box 5222, 
Saipan. MP 96950, as soon as practicable after 
tiling your answer or sending it to the Clerk or 
Courts for filing. 

Your answer should be in writing and filed with 
the Cl~rk of this Court at Susupe, Saipan. It 
may be prepared and signed for you by your 
counsel and sent to the Clerk of this Coun by 
messenger or mail. It is illll necessary for you 
to appear personally until rurthernotice. Ir you 
fail to answer in accordance with this Summons, 
judgment by default may be taken against you 
for the relief demanded in the Complaint. 

By order of the above coun: 

Is/ Deputy Clerk of Court 

DATED, this 19 day of November, 1999. 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OFTIIE 
COMMONWEALTH OF THE 

NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

TRIPLE J. MDTORS, 
Plaintiff, 

KAZUE INTERNATIONAL, 
Defendant. 

SMALL CLAIM NO, 99-363 

SUMMONS FOR PJJBJ !CATION 

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANT: 

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and 
notified 10 file any answer you wish to make to 
the Complaint, a copy of which is served upon 
you hereby, within twenty-one (21) d;ys after 
the founh publication of this Summon:;, and to 
de!iverorma.il a copy of your answer to White, 
Pierce, Mailman & Nulling, the Plaintiff's At
romeys, whose address is P.O. Box 5222, 
Saipan, MP 96950, a.s soon as practicable after 
filing your answer or sending it to the Clerk of 
Couns for filing. 

Your answer should be in writing and filed 
with the Clerk of this Coun al Susupe, Snipan. 
It may be prepared and signed for you by your 
counsel and sent to the Clerk of this Coun by 
messenger or mail. II is IlQl necessary for you 
to appear personally until funher notice. If you 
fail to answer in accordance with this Summons, 
judgment by default may be 1akcn against you 
for the relief demanded in the Complaint. 

By order of the above coun: 

Is/ Deputy Clerk of Coun 

DATED, this 19 dey of Nov. 1999. 

· Saipan 
International 

School 
a non-profit corporation 

ELEMENTARY POSITION AVAILABLE 
FORA 

U.S. CERTIFIED ELEMENTARY TEACHER 
We arc also accepling applications for Substilule Teachers 

Class size 17 or less, 
Multinational studenls 

Please call (670) 288-9660 ask for Mili 

IIC •4I' l:!~I,, 
FOR LEASE FOR 55 YEARS 

Interested parties may submit 
their quotation or contact 

Rose at 
(670) 233-2031/32/33 

Fax number (670) 233-2037 

Senate . .. 
Continued from page 8 

of an acting AG on 30-day inter
vals with weekend substitutes. 

The statute. Chang said, spe
cifically states that the governor 
shall submit on appointment for 
AG wi1hin 30 days. 

"Nowhere in the statute docs it 
states that the 30 days must be 
consecutive." she stressed. 

Citing a federal court ruling, 
Chang said, the governor lacks 
the authority to create a system 
whereby employment positions 
could-be created and appointed at 
his pleasure. 

Defendants argue that since the 
nomination wa; withdrawn the 
Senate no longer has any author
ity, Chang said. 

"They are admitting that the 
Senate does have authority to con
firm. What they are attempting to 
do is evade the consent process 
since it has been made abundantly 
clear that Kara will not be con
firmed," she said. 

The real issue, Chang said. is 
not whether all previo:is acting 
AGs were proper but whether 
Kara is a proper acting AG. 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
COMMONWEAL Tl! OF TIIE NORTHERN 

MARIANA ISLANDS 

IN RE TilE ESTATE OF 
VICENTE REYES CABRERA. 
Dmascd. 
Ptobalt' Aclion No. 99-0716D 

NOTICE OF HEARI~G AND 
NOTICE TO CRF.[l[TOR, 

NOTICE IS HEREB YGIVE~ thJi Peti1ioner. the Cc,m
monwcJlth Health Center. hls tikJ J Pctitil1n in the Su
perior Court of lh!.' Common••calth t,f th: Sl1i1hcm 
~l:iri.ma !s!Jnds prJ) ing thJ! JJl aJministrJt,1r ~ arr11 int,\i 
hl adminis1-·r th1.: cs!J!c of Yi1xntl' Rt'\l'S ('J~n·u Jc· 
l\'::~cd. The att,~m,:, ,)( rl.'~(1rJ i~ C c1;~tl.' r .. .\~Jl·ri(n, 
:\s~bt:m.-\u,.1m,y Gl'nml, Di.:p.:i1ml.'~1 L1i Pul,lir 1 ldth. 
P.O. B~1.1. 5C0-U)}(K,SJipJn, \IP9(iJ)O. 

Thi: h:aring on thi.: Pi:tition is ~cl for On:. 2~. 1,;,!'; Jt 

thi: C1mmonwcalth Sup,·rior Court. Susup.:, S:up:in. at 
1:)0 p.m. in Caunn>Jm 210A. Any pc~on who has an) 
ilhJcc1ion to the pcti1ion may file his or ha objection wi1h 
thl' Superior Court at any timl' OCforc thc hearine, or ma\ 
arf't'ar :a the time sci for hearing to prcss:nt suCh ohjcc·. 
1i1rn n.r inlnl.'st in the ab,11·t··c:!ptioncd mam:r. 

~LllJCc is hcrchr given by the undmiened to 1he mdi
llH:i of. and all pt'rsons ha,,Jm: cl:J:m~ i!!ainst thi' Estalt.' 
of \·iccntc .Rc):cs Cah~r.i, t~al within siXty (60) da)S af. 
ta th1.: publir.1t1on of this notKc, they mu~t fik thl'irclaims 
•ith 1h, Clcrlnf Coun oflho SupcriorCounof lhcCom
monwcJllh of the ~onhcrn Mariana Islands. and Jn, 
claims n<ll so po:scmcd shall I:< barrcJ. • 

D,1eJ: ,ovcmt<r 29. 1999. 
's'Doputy Cleik of Caun 
Commomwalth Superior Court 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
:H~g~!: 
• • 
: Edgar C.: 
• • • • 

Dec. 19, 1999 • • 
• From your loving wife J.C. • 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
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IN THESl/PERIOR COURT OF THE 
COMMONWEALTI I or THE NOJrn-lERN 

MARIANA ISLANDS 

BANK OF GUAM. 
Plaintiff. 
vs. 
HENRY CABRERA, PETRA CABRERA 
and JOSE ADRIANO, 
Defendants. 
Civil Action No. 99-0004-E 

i\OTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE 

By virtue of a Default Judgment and Fore
closure Order entered on July 30, 1999, in 
favor of Plainliff, Bank of Guam, against 
DefendanJs, Henry Cabrera. Petra Cabrera 
and Jose Adriano, the Court ordered on Sep
tember 30, 1999 that the undersigned, to sat
isfy the said Defaul! Judgment, sell at pub
lic auclion, for cash, Defendant's interesl in 
Lot No. 001 T 68(fonnerlyLot 6, Block 39), 
containing an area of 1,004 square melers, 
more or Jes, and Lo1 No. 006 T 173. contain
ing an area of 971 square meters, more or 
less, on the island of Tinian, Commonwealth 
of the Northern Mariana Islands. 

NOTICE IS HEREBY G !VEN Jhal a pub
lic auc1ion 10 be held at the hour of ]!illl 
lLllL. on Thursday, December 30, )999, in 
the vicinity of 1he Office or the Mayor, 
Iinian, San Jose Village, Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands, the mortgaged 
interestofDefendants in the aforementioned 
properties will be solo by me pursuant 10 2 
CMC Sec1ion 4537(e) 10 the highes1 bidder 
for cash. 

The sale will be open to the general pub
lic. 

DATED this 9th day ofDecember. 1999. 

ls/JOHN B. JOYNER, Auclioneer 
(670) 235-80561(Tel) 235-8070 (Fax) 
P.O. Bo~ 500508, Saipan. MP 96950 

<l!lnitcb ~t,1tcll' lllistrict ([ourt 
DISTRICT OF 

TED \1CAVOY. 
Plaintiff. 
vs. 
HONGKONG ENTERTAINMENT (OVER
SEAS) INVESTMENT, INC. LD., doing busi
ness as TJ:>;JAN DYNASTY HOTEL & CA
SJ:s!O; MICHAEL KW:sl, Chairman; K.F. 
LIEW, General Manager, OM LUI, Hmel Man
ager, S.Y. CHEUNG: Assistan1 Financial Con-
1roller, and; ANTHOKY KWAN; in their indi
vidual capacities and official capacities as Man
agers and Directors of 1he Tinian Dynasty Ho-
1el & Casino. 
Defendants. 

To: K.F. LIEW, TOM LIU, and ANTHO'JY 
KWA'J 

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and re
quired 10 file with 1he Cletk of this Court and 
serve upon 
PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY (name and ad
dress) 
THE LAW OFFICE OF JOHi\ .\I. CHA\1-
BERS 
Clo JOH:\' M. CHA\1BERS 
MSV Building II, Garapan 
Post Office Box 502566 
Saipan. MP 96950 
Tel. (670) 233-6901 
Fax: (670) 233-6903 

an answer 10 the complaim which is herewi1h 
served upon you, withn 1wen1y (20) days after 
service of 1his summons upon you, exclusively 
of 1he day of service. If you fail to do so, judg
ment by default will be taken against you for 
1he relief demanded in the complaint. 

GALO L PEREZ 
Clerk 

December 15. 1999 
Dale 

By:/s1Depu1y Clerk 

.~ 
LY'\'..S.::~ 

G~.~<N< 

Liezl @ 234-5334 (8-5 Mon-Fri) 
Maria @ 288-3232 after work 

ELECTRICAL ENGINEER 
*NEEDED* 

Male preferred 
Open for those already on-island 

Salary: $3.50 to $3.90/hour 
Mon-Fri., 8am-5pm 

Apply in person at: 
HONG ELECTRIC ENT. INC. 

Chalan Laulau, Middle Road 

Procurement and Supply CNMI Government 

INVITATION TO BID 
ITS NO. [TB00-0020 
FOR: OFFICE SPACE RENTAL FOR CENSUS 2000 
OPENING: DECEMBER 22, 1999 TIME: 10:00A.M. 

GOVERNOR PEDRO P. TENORIO AND LT. GOVERNOR JESUS R. SABlAN, THROUGH THE 
DIRECTOR OF THE DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT AND SUPPLY, ARE SOLICITING COM
PETITIVE SEALED BIDS TO QUALIFIED INDIVIDUALS OR FIRMS FOR OFFICE SPACE 
RENTAL FOR CENSUS 2000. INTERESTED INDIVIDUALS OR FIRMS MAY PICK UP BID 
FORMSATTHE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR, PROCUREMENT AND SUPPLY, LOWER BASE, 
SAIPAN, DURING WORKING HOURS (7:30 A.M. TO 4:30 P.M. MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 
EXCEPT CNMI HOLIDAYS: 

ls/HERMANS. SABLAN, Director 
Division of Procurement and Supply 

APARTMENT FOR RENT 
Quiet Two (2) Bedrooms • Swimming Pool Tennis Court 

,~i\l,1~:~~ti 
235-5686 (8:30 AM lo 5:30 PM Wcekda ·s) 235-9620, 2J,l.5Sl9 (6:00 PM to 9:00 PM, E,e da Jncludlni Sat. & Sun.) 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT Or THE 
COM~10NWF.ALTII OF THE NORTHERN 

M/iRIANA ISLANDS 

THE BA);K OF SAIP,\);, l);C. 
Pb1n1iff, lnt~~·i:ncr 

"-
P&Y CORPORATIO,. a C.~~11 Corpora11on. CHLL 
YU~G YOO~. TAE IIYl .~G YOD1'. TAKE CHCL LEE. 
GLOBAL TRADERS. l~C. ,\,OLD CORPORATim. 
LEE SOOK HYU~G YOON.FE~ HUA ENTERPRISES. 
J~C .. SAIPA~ LIFE COMPA~Y. ,nd DOLORES S. 
TA~1A~. 
Defendants. 
CIVIL CASE ~O. 9J!.155A 

~OTICE OF EXECUTION SALE 

NOTICE JS HEREBY GIVEN. !hat pursuam 10 a Judg
menl issued by the Court in this matter on June 4, 1999. in 
favor of Plain1iff the Rank of Saipan, Inc .. Against De
fendani Chui Hyung Yoon and P&Y Corporati~n·s lease
hold interest in and to the following real property situated 
in San Jo~ Village. Saipan. Commanw~th oi1he Nonh
c:m Mariana Islands. as de~ribed belm•.:: 

Leas~hold estnte created b~· a cenain indenture of lease 
made by Dolores Taman. Lessor to Yoon Chui Hyung, 
~ssce, dated February 20, 1987 and recorded Febru~· 
26. 1987 as Document So. &7-0518 at Commonwealth 
Rei:order, Saipan. di.:mising :llld ll!asing for a tenn of 30 
years beginning :.farch 15. 1987 and ending March 14. 
2017. 1he following di.-scrib,;:d premiSes, will be sold al 

Auction ro wit 

Lot No, 001 F 22 (fonni:rly Block 8. Lor 4J. c.ach con
taining an am of 947 square meter more or Im. as 
shown on the Division of Lands .:rnd Sur,eys official 
Surv,) Plat Number 001 F 00. dated February 17. 
1971 

1. Date Time and PlareofSele The SJ.le. open ro the 
general public (including the Defendants). will b,: held 
on lam1eu 6 WOfl ut J·OO nm a1 the three s1orkd 
building (fonner Happy Markel lJ si1wted on subject 
premi~s. SrmJosc.: Village. Saip.1n. Nonhem ~fariana 
Islands. 

2. ID5Pcction of Prnw:rtv The sa.le prop~-rt)· is located 
in San JoS<: Village SJipan. Failure oi the bidder to 
inspect the property will r.ot constitUh? grounds for 
my claim; adjus1men1 or rescission by !he bidder. 

l WarrnnUrs and Covenant~ The leasehold interest 
in thc prop::rty listed in this Notice will br: sold in its 
currenl condition. The SJ.le will b! held withom any 
warr;:ntiesor covenants whalS0t:vi:r, whether c~pn:ss 
or implied. including but not limited to w:m:inties of 
merchanr.ahility, and·or title for any purpose whmo
cvcr. all of which warranties ;rnd covr:nants arc hcreb} 
exprmly disclaimed. ~either the undersif1'1ed nor the 
Plaintiff shJII be liable for the qulliry of die rroperty 
thJt 1s the subJect of the lt:aschold interest listed for 
sale. or for any flultordefect in 1h~de~cription thmof. 
Buyer shall nm rA! eniitled to recission. da.ma.e:es. or 
ail)' other remr:d)· on account thereof. -

4. Cond110 of Sale~ 
:1. RESERVE. The sale will ~ held with rcsm·e 
Disdo:iuit! of the rcstf'\e p;ice on the Jeasi:ho!d inter
est offacd will OC a1 thc sole dism:!ion of the under• 
sient'd. 
b.

0 

RIGJJTS A~D Dl'TIES OF BA\K OF SAIPA\. 
Consi~1en1 with !he bw,. cus1oms. and uSJ.!!lS of the 
Commonwealth of th:: '.',;orthcrn ~1a.ri;ma.s !!01vcmin~ 
auction sales. the B;mk of Saipln sh;i.11 h1~c the fo!. 
lowing rights and duties in cnnducting the auction sllc: 
( l l 10 withdr.iw the lcas::hold interest listed for 5.lle in 
this ~otice bi!forc SJk Oi ~:·ore J bid for such klse

hold inlercsl is .i.ccepted: (2) to Jdjourn th:! sale with
out notice lt ;my time bdoic: the le.1..v!hold interest is 
sold off. without incurring li:i.ti!ity wh.:itsoevcrthereby, 
and (3) to n:je;:t ;iny or :i.11 bids. for :my rt'a.son. · 
c. BIDS. Bids ma} be submitted in ad\anci: for the 
k.1.Sehold intemt listt'd. The hie.he st of such Jd\ancc 
bids will O.! the opening bid for ihe h:aSt:hold inter~t. 
AdvJncc bids may be submined in writing and deli\· 
cred toAuctionea. Pacific \kdi:nion C~ntt'r. Pos: Qf. 
fict: Bo, 508 CK. SJipln. \,IP 96950. The bidd~'f .1S

SL1mes all risk of non-deli\er,, !Jtedeli\m· er error in 
ddi,·er:,· of bids. An~· pmo~ includine. lhc Pbintiff. 
mJ) bid in person at lhe Juct1on s;i.Je. ~·hethcr or nut 
such J)('TSOn has submineJ lr1 Jd\anced bid. 
d. DISPUTES. The undmi!!nt'd ma\· r~~ubmit am 
proper1y listed in this .\'otice ~if a disp~tt' .:rises JS tO 
anv hid thm.'On. 
e. -DEPOSIT. lmmcdiateh after a sale is consum
matt-d, the successful bidd;r _shall pay to tht: under
signi:d a deposit of ten percem ( IWr J of the purch:1Se 
price. Pa:,.ment shall be in cash or by ccrtifo:d check. 
The b:tlance of 90<'."i- must be paid lo the Bank of 
Saip;in. lnc., wi1hin three (3J dJ\S from 1hc d11c of 
sJ.!e, in c;i.sh or h)· Ct'rtifit.'d checi. If !he balJnce is 
not So pa.id. Plainriff. will reuin rh: deposit .:s li~ui
JJL-d dar..agcs. 2.11d nuy apin otfor 1ht• b;ehold in-
1::rc~t for sak. 
:· \tF.\IOR,\\[)\ '\[ OF S.\LE. !f fl'lJUL''!~J h~ lhl.' 
'JTIJl'r,1~ncJ .. 1 iurcc,;,;ful k'.Jt•r :nusi ,i:_in ;i \ll'm,1-
r,inJum of S;ilc 1mr11cJ1~t,·I·, Jl\c;- ·.he ~Jh: nl the 11.'J,~· 
held in1erl'Sl is muck JI a·.!,.:tic,n. 
fond ·\oarnYi_ll \!n•· hr Reouiml Evcf) prop~·rty 
SJ.le ma~ tl\!sutijt'ct to Jppro .. al b} the Court. ·11ie Bank 
of SJipJn re$l'f\.l'S !hl' right 10 sec-k such Coun :i.p
prm·,il in it~ soil! di:,mtion. In thl' ewnt [~.l' Bari of 
SJipJn dec:dcs to Sl-::k such Court appro\'JI. i: will do 
so within 1hirty (iOi dJ)s' of the date of ~al:. The 
Auc1ioni.:er and PlJintiff make no w:i.mntil's or prom
ijes with ri:spL"t to Coull appro\JI ol thc Sll~. :-:o 
Cl'by in lht granting oi C oun Jpprol'JI shal I h: ground 
for a.n} claim, Jdjustrnent or rcci~s:on b\ am· success
ful .ti.idJ:~- Tht' .,uccc~sful biJJ~r w.ili r/promptl> 
noutu:d 11 .:nd when (oun Jpprmal 1, gram,•d Jnd :i 

deed will tx issued pumunt to 2 C~tC ~ 4\HOl t::i.
L'Cutcd b~ John Joyner or hi~ ~urn:ssor in office. 

6. Chuoeyioirr@andCnnditinns Theund~rsiened 
r~sl'r.·cs tht: right to chlflgc any ol lht: 1r.:-rms h~rcof 
by announcement. wrinen or or:i.l. made h:iore the 
Juction ~e orat the commi:nci:mcm then:of. :md ~uch 
chang~ 11r changes. b)· ~·inue oi this cl:i.use, will bl! 
hinding on all bidJers b)· conmucti~·e notice. 

7. Subiect lo I irn" Encumbrances and I il'rn1U5 
S:ik i,; s!Jbject to :ill lil·ns. encumbrances. lnd law• 
suits. 11h~tha lnuwn or unlnown. whethL'r of record 
llr no!. including .wirhout limit.11ion 1~c .1..:1ion by 
DeloresT:i.managa1nst Chui H;ung Yoon 1n Ci~·il Case 
~o. 9S-l 55A for default in thL' r,a)'mL'nt of rent 

DATED thil 6th da~ of Dccem~r. 199'). 

C.-\Ll'O A\D CLARK. LLP 
AWlffil'Y" :\! Liv. 

B): , Jl,\~JLOT.AGUIL\R 
AttomL";s for Plaln1iffilnt~l\enor 
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~t)l,larianas _'Varietr~ DEADLINE: 12:00 noon the day prior to publication 

NOTE: If some reason your advertisement is incorrect, call us 
immediately to make the necessary corrections. The Marianas Variety 
News and Views is responsible only for one incorrect insertion. We 
reserve the right to edit. refuse, reject or cancel any ad at any time. Classified Ads,·SectiOn . . . 

Employment Wanted 

tiiltiii 
Job Vacancy . 

Announcement. 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
All interested resident workers are 

urged lo register at the 
Dept. ot Labor & Immigration, 

Division of Employment Services for 
the job/s being advertised in which 

you ore qualified and available. 
For further assistance, 

please call Alfred A. Pangelinan at 
Tel. 664-2078. 

01 STEEL WORKER-Salary:S3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: MANUEL A. TENORIO dba 
T&S Const. Tel. 288-2796(12/ 
24)F33810 

01 DELIVERY WORKER-Salary:S3.05 
per hour 
Contact: BEN'S INTERNATIONAL 
CORP. Tel. 288-2828(12/24)F33817 

01 ARCHITECT-Salary:$10:00 per hour 
Defends on experience. 
Contact: JASON DRIES-DAFFNER dba 
Jason Dries-Daffner Design Tel. 235-
8561 ( 12124) F33813 

03 KITCHEN HELPER-Salary:$3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: MARIANAS HOTEL SER
VICES CO., LTD. Tel. 233-2150(12/ 
24)F82107 

01 ACCOUNTANT-Saiary:$3.75 per 
hour 
01 GRAPHIC ARTIST-Sa/ary:S3.50 per 
our 
Contact: YOUNIS ART STUDIO, INC. 
dba Marianas Variety News & Views Tel. 
234-6341 (12/24)F82129 

04 WAITRESS-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
Contact: JAIME G. AG LI PAY dba Cock
tail Bar/Karaoke Tel. 234-1118( 121 
17)F33724 

02 AUTO MECHANIC-Salary:$3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: SAPPHIRE CORPORATION 
dba Diamond Auto Care Center Tel. 233-
0802( 12/17)F33729 

------

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal
ary:S3.05 per hour 
Contact: DASAN CORP. dba Downtown 
Market Tel. 233-2254(12/17JF33735 

01 BEAUTICIAN-Salary:S3.05-5.00 per 
hour 
Contact: SUWASO CORPORATION 
dba Coral Ocean Point Resort Club Tel. 
234-7000(12/17)F82013 

06 MACHINE PRESSER (PRESS OP
ERATOR)-Salary:$3.05-5.50 per hour 
50 SEWING MACHINE OPERATORS
Salary:$3.05-10.00 per hour 
06 CUTIER-Salary:$3.05-6.00 per hour 
Contact: SAM MARIANAS, INC. Tel. 
322-3444(12/17)F33727 

01 KITCHEN HELPER-Salary:$3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: ROLAND G. JASTILLANA dba 
Golden Lobster Restauran1 Tel. 234-
7658(12/17) F82010 

01 MAINTENANCE ELECTRICIAN
Salary:$1 ,200.00-1,400.00 per month 
Contact: J.C.A. INC. dba McDonald's al 
Salpan Tel. 235-9761(12/31JT82161 

04 MACHINE REPAIRER, MAINTE
NANCE-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
01 GENERAL MANAGER-Sal-
ary:SB00.00 per mon1h 
Contact: E TOURS, INC. dba Saipan E 
Tours Tel. 235-8815(12/21)T33774 

01 REF. & AIRCON TECHNICIAN
Sa/ary: $700.00 per month 
Contact: JAMES P. REYES JR. dba 
Erik's Refrigeration and Aircon Shop Tel. 
235-7093(12/31 )F33894 

02 WAITRESS-Salary: S3.05 per hour 
Contact: CITY CORPORATION dba 
CNMI Jook Restaurant Tel. 287-2878 

01 COOK HELPER-Salary:S3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: BOBBIE'S AMUSEMENT CO., 
INC. Tel. 235-2624 

02 WASHING MACHINE OPERATOR
Salary: $3.05 per hour 
01 WELDER-Salary: $3.05 per hour 
Contact: HIP SHING (SAIPAN) Tel. 
322-8989 

01 BARTENDER-Salary:$3.05-4.00 per 
hour 
Contact: L & W AMUSEMENT CORP. 
dba Len's Tel. 234-8864(12/17)F33719 

01 QUALITY CONTROL CHECKER
Salary:S3.05-4.50 per hour 
Plus S100.00/mo. housing allowance. 
01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal
ary:S3.05-4.15 per hour 
Plus S100.00/mo. housing allowance. 
Contact: ISLAND APPAREL, INC. dba 
Island J\pparel Tel. 288-3442(12/ 
17)F33718 

01 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: HUAJIAN CORP. dba HuaJian 
Corp. Tel. 233-1118(12/17)F33723 

01 (AUTO) DIESEL MECHANIC-Salary: 
S3.30-4.00 per hour 
01 COIL-REWIND-MACHINE 
OPERATOR-Salary: $3.40-4.00 per 
hour 
Contact: KANG CORPORATION Tel. 
288-9366(12/31)F33881 

02 AUTO MECHANIC-Salary: S650.00-
850.00 per month 
01 AUTO BODY REPAIRER-Salary: 
$650.00-850.00 per month 
Contact: KIM ENTERPRISES, INC. dba 
Auto Repair Shop & Motor Vehicle 
Safety Inspection Tel. 322-0469(12/ 
31 )F33882 

01 HOUSEKEEPING CLEANER
Salary: $3.05 per hour 
Contact: CHERYL BAKA dba Capitol H Ill 
Housekeeping Tel. 322-6510(121 
31)F33886 

02 GROUNDSKEEPER-Salary: $3.05 
per hour 
Contact: CHERYL BAKA dba Capitol Hill 
Lawn Care Tel. 322-6510( 1231) F33887 

01 MANAGER, TRAVEL & TOUR 
AGENT-Salary: S1 ,500-6,000 per month 
Japanese Language in reading/writing/ 
speaking is preferred. Knowledge in 
data base computer is required. 
01 TRAVEL COUNSELOR-Salary: 
$800-1,500.00 per month 
Contact: R & C TOURS SA/PAN, INC. 
Tel. 235-7621 (12/31)F33890 

01 MANAGER (PRODUCTION)-Salary: 
S2,000.00 per month 
Contact: JOO ANG APPAREL, INC. Tel. 
235-2731(12/31 )F33896 

02 EXECUTIVE CHEF-Salary: S4.00 
per hour 
Contact: MARIANA CORP. INC. dba 
Beach Garden Rest. Tel. 233-3355(12/ 
31)F33901 

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary: S3.05-S·10.00 
per mon1h 
Contact: PANG JIN SANG SA CORP. 
Tel. 234-7951(12/31 )FB2234 

WANTED 
Non-profit organization seeking 
space. One of rooms must be at 
least 450 sq. ft. Must have 
bathroom. Also prefer yard. 
Location: Anywhere between 
Susupe tu Puerto Rieu tu NMC 
area. 

Call: 234-6272 

SPECTACULAR .. VIEWS 
House Lots for Lease• 1,500'sq. m. lots• 
Mt. Tapuchao • View Managaha Islands • 

Road Access • Electricity • Water 
• Payment Accepted • 54.95 year lease 

Please call Lisa at Tel. 234-5684 

APARTMENT /HOUSE FOR RENT 
I I 

2-3 & 4 BEDROOM HOUSE 
I & 2 BEDROOM APARTMENT 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL: TEL # 322-336615558 FAX: 322-3888 

Salary: $3.05 per hour 
With Experience ·. 

Contact: 233-4242. 

NOTICE 
The public is hereby advised that Riva, Inc. 

dba S-Man will dissolve on Noon on 121301 
99. Any claims against the Corporation should 

be made by the date to Greg Miles, 19362 

SW Mohave Ct., Tualatin OR 97062 

gmiles@foxintemet.ne 

Pursuant to law, "a claim against the Corpo
ration will be barred unless a proceeding to 
enforce the claim is commenced within five 

years after publication" of this notice. 

FOR RENT 
APARTMENT & COMMERCIAL SPACE 

location : CirapaJ Nea- DIS/H.n Roel Cali 
: Saibtem 

2-Bedroom Fully Furnished 
Split Type A/C on all Bedroom 

including dining, living & kitchen 

Laundry facmties, Spacious parlting 

"MUST SEE TO APPRECIATE" 
Phone: 235-n71/l272 Cell: 281-7070 

LA LUZ SAIPAN CONDOMINIUM 
Now Offering Affordable Rates! 

• Fully furnished spacious studio-type and 
2,bedroom units 

- Securily guard and homeeping services 
• 24-hours back-up generator, coin-operated 

laundry facilities 
• Individual water heater, swimming ~I :11d 

barbecue area 
• Accepts long term rental wl full maintenance 
• Shorttemi rental avalable@$30.00/day including lax 

Location: Lower Navy HIii, Salpan 
Tel. Nos. 322-2406/323-2406 

FOR SALE \ 

1990 Toyota 2WD Pick-Up 
New Paint, Very Straight Body, 

Run Great, AC Blows Cold! 
Must sell $3,200.00 

call: 256-1307 leave messa e 

(3) Bedroom, (1) Guest Room 
(2) Baths, Huge Outside Kitchen · 

with three (3) Car Gm-age, 
Fenced Compound very safe! 

Asking Price $1,200.00 
. Negotiable! 

Must see to appreciate! 
Call: Tony at 323-7326 

JOB VACANCY 
WAITRESS .. Minimum two years work 
e,perienced and japanese speaking preferred. 

COOK . Two years work experienced and 
knowledge of local food. 

BAKER -Two years work experienced in baking 
and knowledge ol local oake goods preferred. 

Apply in person at 

ANN'S CREATION ESPRESSO 
in Garapan next to Moby Dick 
and Counlry House Restaurant 

HOUSE FOR RENT 
1 or 2 Bedroom 
Located in San 

Vicente Bay 

Triplex 
2Bedroom 

Conm,~ House, 
FullyFurnii!Jei, 24Hrs. Water 

CALL' 234-1778 Office 
, 234-6734 Home 

FOR RENT 

AVON~ 
20%-50% OFF 

STORE STOCK ITEMS ONIY! 
Tessie's corner, Oleai, San Jose 

234-5224 

1 Bedroom for rent 
@ 

$350.00/month 
Pis. contact at tel. # 234-1233 or 

288-2222 

One (1) Bedroom $300.00 
Fully Furnished 

located at Koblervil\e 
Tel. No. 288-9430 (Evening) 

1 Bedroom for rent $300.00/month 

1 Studio Type for rent $350.00/month 

3 Bedroom for rent $600.00/month 
Fully Furnished, NC, Parking 

· Area, Laundry Facilities 
Located at China Town 

For more information call: 
Tel. 233-8728/287-8728 

FIVE (5) BEDROOMS, 
TWO BATHROOMS WITH 

GARAGEAND 
FOUR (4) BEDROOMS, 

TWO BATHROOMS WITH 
GARAGE, LARGE YARD CLOSE 

TO THE OCEAN AT LOWER ASTEO 
ARE AVAILABLE FOR RENT. 

!'LEASE LEA VE YOUR NAME AND 
TELEPHONE NUMBER AT 
TELEPHONE NO. 235-1839 

• Platinum • Quarter-carat 
• 3 grams diamond 
$1,000 or best offer 

Contact Fast Cash Pawnshop 
Tel. No.: 234-5117 

$3,000.00 • Some Rust • Engine 
Still Good Cond. and Reliable. 

Call: Ben at 235-4209 

Bel. i'OAM to 5PM 

$3,000.00 OBO 
Commercial Type Tables 
Musi sec to appreciate. 

Call: Willy at 235-4209 after 5PM 

$3,000.00 • Some Rust• Engine 
Still Good Cond. anti Reliable. 

Call: Ben at 235-4209 
Bet. 10AM to 5PM 

LOST PASSPORT 
Name: XUAN LIAN HUA 

Passport No.: I 40378353 

Nationality: Chinese 

If fount.I, please call 234-9642 

Apartment - 15 Units 
Store - 3 Units 
Down payment - $30,000.00 
Monthly - $2,750.00 

locatlon:Koblervllle Call:288-9430 (Evening) 287-9430 

Spacious, I-Bedroom, Living Room 
Free In-House Washer/Dryer, 
Quiet & Safe Neighborhood 

Must see to appreciate! 
Cati: 287-5644 • 233-9288 
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EEK 6 MEEK© by Howie Schneider 
(.IJl-\y CA~'T 'r'OU 
SRY ASt::11..G 
STUAD Q.}eSTIOIJS? 

WHlf CAIJ'T LrtxJ READ 
"THE' (01JST!TU1l00 ? 

PEANUTS® by Charles M. Schulz 
Tl-lESE ARE SPACE 
FLOWERS FROM JUPITER .. 
11.(E'('RE ATTACKIN6 
MINNEAPOLIS, SUT TARZAN 

COMES TO TftE RESCUE .. 

BORN today, you are full of · 
surprises. You use this to your 
advantage in every endeavor, 
whether you are pursuing social 
interests or professional success 
and advancement. Yo4 are likely 
to be the type who shows off a 
great deal of diverse.talents when 
you are young, but that is no guar
antee that you will develop any of 
those more prominent skills and 
tum it into a lucrative career. On 
the contrary, your greatest suc
cesses are likely to come from 
those things that are most "last
minute" and spontaneous in na
ture. For you, planning is only 
so valuable. You like to impro
vise a lot! 

You can be rather tough and 
inflexible on the outside, but 
inside you are quite sensitive 
and generous with friend and 
foe alike. You are fair in all 
your dealings, even when your 
back is against the wall. You're 
not the type to break the rules 
just to gain the advantage. 

Also horn on this date arc: 
.Jodie Foster. actress and direc
tor: Meg Ryan. actress; Dick 
Cavett, talk-show host; Calvin 
Klein, designer; Indira Gandhi, 
leader of India; Larry King, in
terviewer and TV personality. 

To see what is in store for you 
tomorrow, find your birthday 
and read the corresponding para-

HEY, MOM! THERE'S 
SOMEBODY HERE 
ABOUT THE AD YOU 
?UT IN THE ?APER! 

graph. Let your birthday star be 
your daily guide. · 

SATURDAY, DEC. 18 
SCORPIO (Oct.23-Nov.21) 

- For the time being, our will
ingness to do whatever you are 
told today will serve you and 
others well. Soon, you 'II want 
to call the shots. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) - Give yourself the 
credit you do indeed deserve. 
Others will surely follow your 
lead, and recognize that you are 
worth a good deal of praise. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19) - Social opportunities are 
increasing today, and you 'II cer
tainly want to be ready to take 
advantage of a chance encoun
ter. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18) - Someone you 're work
ing with is likely to show you 
his or her "true colors" today, 
making it impossible to con
tinue the partnership much 
longer. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
- Something new is likely to 
pique your interest today. You 
may want lo follow a new course 
as a result of this new and grow
ing fascination. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
-Though you may be the one in 
the spotlight today. you 're going 
to have to rely on someone you 

YOU KNOW 
THAT OLD 
FISH TANK 

YOU WANT 
TO SELL'? 

" I THINK 
i '(OU

1
RE SLOWL '( 

601N6 MAD .. 

l MA'{ HAVE TO 
HIRE SOMEONE 
TO DO M'i 
LETTERING .. 

trust to see you through it all. 
TAURUS (April20-May 20) 

- You'd better be prepared to 
spend more time accomplish
ing a routine task today than 
you had planned upon, particu
larly later in the day. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
- You 'II have a good deal to be 
proud of today, but you '11 want 
to avoid being boastful. This is 
especially true during the 
evening, when others are watch
ing you. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
- It's time for you to take con
trol of your own emotions to
day. Failure to do so will only 
result in a loss you cannot cur
rently afford. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -
Look at the big picture today 
and you may discover that a 
recent decision was precisely 
the wrong one. It's time to 
change your mind. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
- Spend time studying that 
which is most familiar today 
and you 'II be more prepared 
tomorrow to face the unu,ual 
and bizarre. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 22) -
You won't want to miss out on 
an opportunity to express your
self more freely and honestly 
today. It will be ·yours come 
nightfall. 

THERE'S NOTHING FISHY ABOUT IT! CLASSIFIED ADS REALLY GET RESULTS! 

I CROSSWORD PUZZLER I 
ACROSS 

1 Actors' org. 
4 Arctic abode 
9 Prohibit 

12 Aunt, in 
Spain 

13 Future plants 
14 Be/ore 

(poetic) 
15 Author

Caldwell 
17 Former 

Minnesota 
Twins great 

19 Comfort 
20 Seabird 
21 Kind of collar 
23 Tiniest 
27 Extinguish 
29 "Now--

me down to 
sleep" 

30 Symbol tor 
cerium 

31 Kind of curve 
32 Celestial 

visitor 
34 He's Nash 

Bridges 

35 Between Va. 
and S.C. 

36 Sharpen 
37 Critics Siskel 

and-
39 Devil worship 
42 King toppers 
43 "Thanks -

-!" 
44 River in 

Spain 
46 -Penh 
48 Cajole 
51 Mr. Koppel 
52 Angry 
54 Lend an -
55 "Chasing -" 
56 Mr. Romero 
57 Pitcher's stat 

DOWN 

1 Sault
Marie 

2 Broadcast 
3 Emitting 

vapor 
4 Egyptian 

goddess 
5 Hereditary 

ltidSa,©e TM 

2 

Answer to Previous Puzzle 

1-20 © 1998 United Feature Syndicate 

factors 
6 Spike-
? Hypothetical 

force 
8 Kiss 
9 "Uncle Millie" 

10 Metric 

10 11 

measure 
11 Recent 
16 Between 

Colo. and 
Mo. 

18 TV's McBeal 
or actress· 
Sheedy 

20 Strong wind 
21 Paradises 
22 Italian opera 
24 Speechless 

performers 
25 Tally 
26 Camp 

shelters 
28 Of money 

management 
33 "Step - -!" 
34 Circuit device 
36 Angel's 

symbol 
38 Reveal 
40 Actress 

Jessica-
41 Conductor 

Zubin-
45 Lager 
46 School org. 
47 Dress border 
48 Existed 
49 Sci. 

workroom 
50 Silkworm 
53 Concerning 

by Dick Rogers 

1 DOWN: 
Opposite 

of 
RIGHT 

6DOWN: 
A 

DULL 
PAIN 

- ·-

'1SV3 .L ':3H:J\/ ·g '1008 8 '8\/1.:1 ·c: '..L.:131 . ~ :NMOO 
"3Sl:::lOH ·s '..L:388\/1 ·s 'NOil ·v '.:!V31 . ~ :ssOl:::lJV 

t)larianas ~riety;~ 
"'lfou ean qet 'Wltd 'lf<UI, '/,(JG.Hi" 
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Buick sponsoring Woods 
SAN DIEGO (AP)- In what had 
to be a first in pro golf, Tiger Woods 
and a Buick executive stood on a 
dais in a hotel ballroom and re
moved a silver cloth that had been 
covering a leather golf bag, much 
like civic leaders unveiling a monu
ment. 

1l1e corporate types in suits ap
plauded. "I hope you can fit all 
your clubs in there:· the executive 
said. 

"Don'tworry.··woodsshotback. 
"Stevie will be carrying it."' 

While caddie Steve Williams will 
be handling the black, white and 
red bag with Buick's logo splashed 
all over it. Woods will be getting 
richer. pocketing the reported $20 
million to $25 million he'll get in 
the sponsorship deal that was an
nounced Wednesday. 

Woods' commitments under the 
deal will begin at neighboring 
Torrey Pines in February, where 
he'll defend his Buick Invitational 
title. 

Next to the hat, a player's bag is 
the most visible and attractive to 
corporate sponsors. Woods has 
carried a Titleist bag since turning 
pro. but bidding was under way 
when Titleist signed a new deal 
with the 23-year-old star in which 

OPA ... 
Continued from page 1 

Tenorio's. 
LaMotte said the Deloitte & 

Touche's audit report "didn't 
make any distinction.'· 

OPA's report said the primary 
cause of the increase in deficit for 
FY 1998 was the $13.9 million 
excess of actual spending over 
budgeted amounts. 

The following agencies/pro
grams. the report said, were the 
"main offenders" in excess spend
ing: 

• Department of Public Safety, 
$4.2 million: 

• Government utilities program. 
$3.8 million; 

• Department of Finance, $3.4 
million; 

• Office of the Governor. $2.9 
million: 

• Land acquisition/exchange. S2 
million: 

• Division of Public Lands. 
SS00.000: am!. 

• Supreme Court. $348,000. 
OP A, in its report. urged the 

government to prevent any addi
tional increase in the deficit by 
controlling expenditures within 
the budget. 

GOP ... 
Continued from page 1 

declined to be identified, con
firmed that the congressional aides 
did meet with the two lawmakers. 

The aides work for a ranking 
U.S. House Republican, sources 
said. 

Speaker Diego T. Benavente 
(R-Saipan), in a separate inter
view, said the Hofschneider group 
will "continue the fight" for the 
House leadership. 

Golfer Tiger Woods sporls a big smile at a news conference Wednes
day in San Diego, where he announced his latest endorsement 
contract with the Buick in which he'll reporledly earn between $20 
million and $25 million to carry the company's logo on his bag and play 
in a cerlain number of tournaments sponsored by the company. AP 

"Government agencies 
should not be allowed to ex
ceed their budget ceilings in 
violation of appropriation 
laws," OPA said. 

In addition, the report said, the 
Legislature should no longer pass 
measures that reprogram what 
were supposed to be unused capi
tal improvement project (CIP) 
funds appropriated in previous 
years. 

"We recommend caution in 
passing such laws because exist
ence of a deficit means that no 
funds or cash was actually re
served in the CNMI treasury for 
the unperformed CIPs. The re
programming will only result in 
spending current revenue collec
tions and further increasing the 
deficit." 

The report added, ''the govern
ment should also take steps LO 

retire thedeficitby allocating rev
enues for deficit reduction annu
ally." 

LaMottc, in an interview, said 
although the administration has 
not disputed OPA's recommen
dations last year on the deficit, 
there has been "no action." 

The governor's special adviser 
on finance and budget, Mike S. 
Sablan, yesterday declined to 

"We still have the majority of 
the Republicans who are sup
porting Hofschne ider. I can on! y 
hope and wish that members who 
were voted in and supported by 
the party respect the decision of 
the majority and respect the 
party's position," the speaker 
said. 

Benavente said the coalition 
Fitial is trying to form will only 
"create some problems through
out the two years." He did not 
elaborate. 

House Minority Leader Dino 

comment, saying he hasn't read 
the two-volume report. 

In earlier interviews, aclminis
tration officials have said that 
former Gov. Froilan C. Tenorio is 
to blame for the deficit. 

Asked for a comment yester
day, the former governor said, 
"When will they admit responsi
bility for the problem?" 

The administration, he added, 
"should do something about it." 

Tenorio said he also inherited a 
deficit when he assumed office in 
Jan. 1994. 

"We did something about it,'" 
he said. ''Now I'm not denying 
that we left a deficit, but we were 
doing something about it. 

"You run for office to take care 
of the problem, not to find who's 
to blame for it. This administra
tion should stop blaming me and 
start reviving the local economy. 
If they don't know how, then they 
should get out of the Administra
tion Building." 

He added, .. What about the FY 
1999 deficit figures-I'm no 
longer the governor for that pe
riod of time so who will they 
blame for it? The governor of 
Guam?" 

Mike Sablan declined to com
ment. 

M. Jones (D-Saipan) on Wednes
day admitted that Fitial asked the 
Democrats to support his bid. 

The pro-Hofschneider group 
is composed of Benavente, Vice 
Speaker Jesus T. Attao, Rep. 
David M. Apatang and Reps.
elect William S. Torres, Stanley 
T. Torres, Thomas B. 
Pangelinan and Martin Ada. All 
are from Saipan. 

Rep. Oscar M. Babauta, who 
also represents Benavente's pre
cinct, did not sign the letter en
dorsing Hofschneider. 

it gave up the rights to use him in 
advertisements. 

Woods even got the keys to a 
new supercharged car, and another 
Buick executive promised that 
somewhere down the road, so t!) 
speak. Woods will get to suggest 
some design touches to what will 
be called tile "Tiger Special Edi
tion." 

"It's not a bad concept - every 
time I come to Torrey Pines I get a 
new car,'' cracked Woods, 23, 
who's coming off the best season 
in more than 40 years. 

"Obviously this is a great deal, 
and more importantly, a great rela
tionship that we 're going to build 
on from here. I'm very excited
about this. I can't wait. I've always 

Fil-Taga . .. 
Continued from page 56 

C-amacho took the top three posi
tions as Champion, first-runner 
up, and second runner-up, respec
tively. 

For the nearest to the pin cat
egory; John Lizama (hole no. 6), 
Joe "Kamikaze" Camacho (hole 
no. 8), Joe Miranda (hole no. 12), 
and Sandy Palon (hole IJO. 15) 
finished with top merits. 

Kamikaze (hole no. 9) and Dou
glas Puckett (hole no. 13) were 

Wake ... 
Continued from page 56 

expressed their approval of the 
favorable conditions for wake 
boarding in Saipan's warm and 
calm lagoon. 

But according to Holloway, 
wake boarding isn't just for visi- · 
tors in the CNML 

"We want people who live here 
to be involved in this sport." 

Justin Frey, of MWBA 's Pub
lic Relations Committee said, "We 
don't want it (wake boarding) to 
be viewed as something that is 

been a very creative person.'' 
Whatever input Woods come~ 

up with, "My neighbors probably 
won't like it. It'll be pretty loud." 

ByhavingWoodsasapitchman, 
Buick clearly hopes to draw 
younger customers. Woods even 
alluded to it, mentioning how 
Buicks have been "something more 
for parents" than young people. 

'Tm hoping to broaden that scope 
... and that is make Buick more of 
a youthful brand. That is our goal 
and it's a market we can capital
ize on, that we haven't' touched 
yet.'' 

Just then, his parents walked in 
and took seats in the front row. 

"It's about time you got here," 
Woods jokingly chided them. 

recognized in the longest drive 
category at Sunday's awarding 
ceremony. 

The group also took time to 
specially mention the "boobie" 
prize awardee of the year, Greg 
Torres, 

Mike Lamoureux was able to 
snatch the "Change your sport" 
(CYS) award, cheerfully given 
by the members. 

Lastly, low gross scorers Lito 
Mendoza for the member divi
sion and Kamikaze for the guest 
division were also paid the same 
respects. 

just for tourist. 
"Everyone should try this sport, 

it's a total rush!" 
Future plans for the MWBA 

include holding clinics to intro
duce the public to wake boarding 
and also to address safety issue of 
the sport. . 

There are also plans to host 
local competitions as well a.s an 
invitational event where riders 
from Australia,Japan, Hawaii and 
the Mainland will be invited .to 
compete. 

For more information on the 
MWBA or to becoming a mem
ber please contact Simon 
Holloway at 322-5079. 

Senate . .. Continued from page 1 

Corporation's Board of Directors. 
Cing has earlier said there was "no problem" with the governor's 

appointees. 
He said it is taking time to confirm them because of delays on their part 

to complete submission of required documents. 
Cing said the Senate's EAGI committee will act on Aldan's nomina

tion in a session scheduled for today. 

Sablan . .. 
Continued from page 1 

acquisition of seven Filipino con
tract worker contracts for CUC: 

The Variety repeatedly tried to 
contact Sablan for comment yes
terday afternoon but he could not 
be reached. 

While elected congressman from 
I 994 to 1996, Sablan served as 
vice chairperson for the House of 
Representatives committee on pub
lic utilities, transportation and com
munications. He has been a mem
ber of the CUC Board of Directors 
since Jan. 1996 to the present. 

Court records showed that then 
Gov. Froi Ian C. Ten01io appointed 
Sablan in 1996 as a memberofthe 
CUC Board to a full four-year 
term. The Senate confirmed his 
nomination. 

Sablan was elected chairperson 
of the CUC Board in July 1996 
and re-elected chairperson in Sept. 
1997, court papers said. 

The former congressman was 
convicted for slapping a farmer at 
the Labor and Immigration Of
fice a few years ago. 

Castaneda on the other hand. 
had entered a plea agreement with 
the U.S. Attorney's Office in con
nection with sexual exploitation 
charges filed against her. 
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Jazz demolish Celtics 
BOSTON (AP)- Karl Malone 
scored 27 points as the Utah 
Jazz beat Boston 96-86 on 
Wednesday night for their sev
enth consecutive victory and their 
I 4th straight over the Celtics. 

Boston has not beaten Utah 
since Dec. 20, 1991 - before 
Larry Bird retired. The Celtics 
lost their third in a row overall 
despite season-highs of 36 points 
and 12 rebounds from Antoine 
Walker. 

Greg Ostertag had 11 rebounds 
and Howard Eisley scored 15 
points off the bench for the Jazz. 
Adrian Griffin scored 12 points 
with eight rebounds for Boston, 
which had won three consecutive 
home games before Wednesday's 
loss. 

Pacers 102, Bulls 91 
In Indianapolis, Austin 

Croshere scored a career-high 21 
points as Indiana rolled over Chi
cago. 

Croshere came off the bench 
to hit 6-of-l O from the field and 
8-of-10 free throws for Indiana, 
which has won eight of its last 
nine games. 

Rick Smits added 19 points, 
Reggie Miller 18 and Jal en Rose 
13 points for the Pacers. 

Dedric Willoughby led Chi
cago (2-17) with a career-best 
21 points. The Bulls have lost 
all 12 road games this season. 

Nets 111, Cavaliers 101 
In East Rutherford, N~w .Jer

sey, Keith Van Hom scored 27 
points as New Jersey_ defeated 
Cleveland, ending a six-game 
losing streak against the Cava
liers. 

Stephan Marbury added 23, 
Kerry Kittles had 17 and Kendall 
Gill 16 as the suddenly hot Nets 
won for the fourth time in five 
games after opening the season 
losing I 5 of 17. 

Shawn Kemp had a season
high 36 points for Cleveland. 

Bucks 116, Magic 99 
In Orlando, Florida, Ray Allen 

scored 29 points and Glenn 
Robinson had 25 as Milwaukee 
built an early lead and was never 
threatened in a victory over Or
lando. 

The Bucks scored 14 straight 
points after foiling behind 2-0 and 
held a double-digit lead the rest of 
the game. 

Reserve Chucky Atkins led 
Orlando with 15 points, all in the 
opening half. as the Magic only 
got 36 points from their starters. 

Hornets 103, 
Timberwolves 98 

In Charlotte. North Caro!i:1a, 
Eddie Jones scored seven of his 
19 points in the final minute to lift 
Central Division-leading Char
lotte to victory over slumping 
Minnesota. 

Jones broke a 96-96 tie with a 
long 3-pointer with 48.1 sec
onds left, then added four 
straight free throws to cap the 
Hornets' season-best sixth con
secutive win. 

Derrick Coleman led five 
Charlotte players in double fig
ures with 20. 

Malik Sealy came off the 

bench to score a game-high 27 
for Minnesota, which lost its 
seventh straight. 

76ers 93, Raptors 91 
In Philadelphia, Allen Iverson 

scored 37 points, including eight 
in the final four minutes, and 
undersized Philadelphia came 
back from a 17-point deficit to 
defeat Toronto. 

The Rap tors had a chance to tie 
it or win it, but Vince Carter 
missed a 21-footjumperfrom the 
comer at the buzzer. 

The Sixers improved to 6-2 
when Iverson scores 30 or more 
points. 

He also had seven rebounds and 
seven assists while shooting 13-
for-34 - two shy of his career
high for attempts. 

Carter scored 19, Tracy 
McGrady 18, Kevin Willis 17 
and Dee Brown I 2 for Toronto, 
which got a career-high 18 re
bounds from Antonio Davis yet 
still had its two-game road win
ning streak halted. 

Boston Celtics forward Eric Williams (right) loses control of the ball as 
Utah Jazz forward Karl Malone (left) looks on during the first half in 
Boston, Wednesday. At rear right is Celtics center PeNis Ellison. AP 
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Spurs 83, Rockets 77 
In San Antonio, Tim Duncan 

scored 20 points to lead San An
tonio to an 83-77 victory over 
Houston. 

David Robinson added 14 
points for San Antonio, which 
has won three of its last four 
games. 

Steve Francis had 24 points for 
Houston, which dropped its fifth 
straight game since losing Charles 
Barkley to a ruptured quadriceps 
tendon in his left leg on Dec. 8. 

Kings 109, Grizzlies 106 . 
In Vancouver, British Colum

bia, Chris Webber scored 21 
points, including the go-ahead 
basket with 23.8 seconds left, as 
Sacramento edged Vancouver. 

Predrag Stojakovic added 17 
and Darrick Martin had 15 as the 
Kings snapped a two-game los
ing streak. 

Mike Bibby scored a season
high 26 points for the Grizzlies, 
who have lost 15 of their last 16 
games. 
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SPORTS 
SSA softball action 

Comets nip Pepsi .Spec 
BRIEN NICOLAS and Jojo Attao 
each hit two homeruns, and Joe 
Guerrero and John Reyes had one 
as the Ngeaur Comets scored an 
18-12 victory over the Pepsi Spec. 

A costly error by Spec with the 
score tied at 10-all, in the top of the 
sixth was all the Comets were hop
ing for as they erupted for eight big 
runs to pull away for good, 18-10. 

They then held the Spec to just 

two runs for the victory. 
The loss dropped Spec to 5-4, 

while the Comets remained half a 
game behind league-leading 
Camacho Roots with eight wins in 
nine outings. 

Brothers Gn;g and Tony C. 
Camacho each 'had 2 homeruns 
and brothers Pat and Greg F. 
Camacho got one each as the 
Camacho Roots remained atop the 

league standings with a 9-1 record, 
defeating C.K. Defenders led 10-
5 after five complete innings, but 
the Roots went on to score the last 
fourteen nins of the game for the 
win, dropping the defenders to 4-
6. 

Frank.Ennitanio 's single brought. 
in the winning run in the bottoin of 
the seventh and final inning for 
Team Six-Pack to edge out Local 

Brothers beat Len's, 96-76 
THE APC Brothers defeated 
Lens Bar & Grill, 96-76 to 
remain undefeated in the on
going BANMI Basketball 
League. 

Ed Diaz had 24 points, 2 
assists, 1 block shot, 8 re
bounds, 4 steals, 3-3 pointers. 
Ponce Rasa had 15 points. Jay 
Morishita had 1 assist, 1 block 
shot, and 14 rebounds. 

Mark Rozic had 29 points, 2 
assists, I block shot, 10 re
bounds, 3 steals. George 

Poquiz had 12 points, 3 assists, 
2 rebounds and 3 steals in los
ing cause. 

In another game, Diamond Car 
Care stopped Saipan Stars, 88-
86, courtesy of the last-minute 
heroics of Rodney Catalla. 

Catalla sank a 3 pointer with 
less than a minute remaining to tie 
the ballgame. Catalla with 18 sec
onds remaining was once again 
fouled by Ray Duenas. Catalla 
mad~ both his free throws to give 
the Car takers a two point lead 

and the victory. 
Felix Dela Cruz had 19 points, 

followed by Bernard Montano 
with 17 points. Ben Guerrero 
helped out by dishing out 3 as
sists, 8 rebounds, ~d 2 steals. 

Aaron Burch had 28 points, 1 
assist, 13 rebounds, and 2 steals, 
while Mike Doodge also had 18 
points, 2 assists, 9 rebounds, and 
2 steals for the losers. 

No games sc~eduled due to 
the AON Christmas Tourna
ment. 

BANMI to skip off-island tourney 
THE BASKETBALL Associa
tion of the Northern Marina Is
lands (BANMI) Board of Direc
tors and its members met last 
December9 to discuss all interna
tional ( off island) tournaments for 
the up-coming year. 

With a majority vote, the board 
had decided that the League will 
not participate in any upcoming 
off-island tournaments for Year 
2000. 

One of the main factors in the 

decision is the poor performance 
of the teams sent to these off
island tournaments, BANMI said 
in a press release. 

In the past, National Team 
coaches select their own players 
and the board members did not 
have a committee to select and 
reject those players. 

However, since BANMI have 
set up their respective commit
tees, they will be able to screen 
qualified coaches and players to 

represent the CNMI and get bet- · 
ter results. 

BANMI expects that the elected 
National Team Coach will pro
vide the board his/her plan in get
ting the team in top condition. 

One of the board members who 
refused to be identified said, "We 
need to get our acts together here 
or improve the quality of the game 
played here in the CNMI before 
we go off island as this costs us a 
lot of money. 

Force in the third game, 12-11. 
Downbytwo, 11-9,headinginto 

the bottom of the seventh, Six
Pack then rallied for three runs to 
win their sixth game in nine out
ings handing Local Force their 
sixth loss in nine outings. 

JessPua'sthree-runhomerwith 
one out finally ended the game in 
the bottom of the ninth as Team 
Sedi Kau outlasted Team Familia 

in the final game of tlie night, 15-
13. 

Team Familia hung on tough 
with great defense to prevent Sedi 
Kau from scoring the winning run 
in the bottom of the seventh and 
eight inning, before Pua' s homerun 
ended it in the ninth for Sedi Kau 's 
eight wins with one defeat, and 
handing Team Familia their fourth 
loss in eight games. 

Wake boarding group formed 
IN THEIR desire to promote 
the new sport in the NMI, wake 
boarding enthusiasts last week 
formed the Marianas Wake 
Boarding Association. 

Wake boarding can be de
scribed as the equivalent of 
sn·ow boarding behind a speed
boat. 

Why tbe need for an associa- . 
ti on.to promote the sport, Simon 
Holloway, founding member of 
the MWBA, explains. 

"Wake boarding, being a 

fledging sport in the Marianas, 
holds great potential. 

"In order for the sport to de
velop and mature properly, it is 
only· fitting to form a group 
whose sole purpose is to over
see that development and help 
g_uide wake boarding (in the 
Marianas) in a positive direc
tion." 

A number of pro riders from 
the States and Japan have re
cently visited the Marianas and ~ 

Continued on page 54 R 
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Fil-Taga holds· annual golf 
THE FIL-Taga Golfers Asso
ciation recently recognized win
ners and participants to its 4th 
annual golf tournament at an 
awarding ceremony and Christ
mas party held for its members 
and guests at the Dai-Ichi Hotel 
in Garapan. 

Fil-Taga President Richard 
Heidemann and predecessor 
Mike Cruz at the group's special 
program, distributed prizes to 
the winners and members of the 

association during Sunday's 
event. 

Oscar Camacho took the lead 
in the member division, earning 
a gross score of 82. · 

Ronnie Santos, fell in next to 
Camacho with an 88 gross score. 

Rico Gloton finished second-. 
runner up, still in the member 
division. 

Fortheguesrdivision, Melvin 
Tudela; Tom Aldan, and Gus 

Continued on page 54 

Fil-Tag a Golfer~ Association Preside'}t Richard Heidemann a":"ards winners in its 4th Annual golf tournament. (Left photo, from right) Member division 2nd runner-up Rico Glaton, 1st 
rl!nner up Ronnie Santos, and champion Oscar Camacho getting their trophies from former president Mike Cruz and Heidemann. Right photo shows winners in the Guest division (from 
'!__ght) 2nd runner up Gus Camacho, _!st r~nner up !::_m Aldan and champion Melvin Tudela. '-"l' ..... sP~~t.os by Marian Maraya 
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