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Speaker raps 'meddling' 
By Jojo Dass 
Variety News Staff 

THE ALLEGED meddling by 
congressional aides in CNMI poli
tics could create "disharmony" 
among lawmakers of Saipan, 
Tinian and Rota regarding appro
priation issues, House Speaker 
Diego T. Benavente (R-Saipan) 
said yesterday. 

The speaker was reacting to re
ports that the recent visit of uni
dentified U.S. congressional aides 
"convinced" Rep. Alejo M. 
Mendiola Jr. (R-Rota) and Rep.
elect Norman S. Palacios ofTinian 
to support Rep.-elect Benigno R. 
Fitial for speakerof the next House 
of Representatives. · 

Mendiola and Palacios were 
part of an earlier Republican cau
cus that endorsed Rep. Heinz S. 
Hofschneider for the House's top 
post. 

Speaker Diego T. Benavente 

Benavente said Rota and Tinian 
officials should have known bet
ter than to consider the promises 
allegedly made by the congres

. sional aides as an iron-clad com
·mitment. 

'Tm sure that Congress will 
not act on an appropriation for 
Rota and Tinian alone just be-

cause those islands' House mem
bers decided to support (Rep.
elect Benigno R.) Fitial for 
speaker. Members of Congress 
are not dumb. And the process 
certainly would not allow "that," 
Benavente said. 

In addition, Saipan's elected 
officials would block any con
gressional appropriation that will 
not consider their island's needs. 

"If there is any chance for that 
kind of appropriation, I certainly 
would stand up against it. We are 
not going to just sit back and 
allow Congress to appropriate 
directly to Rota and Tinian," 
Benavente said. 

He said the defection of 
Mendiola and Palacio~ in ex
change for the commitment made 
by the congressional aides is 
"wrong." 

"Now, you are going to have 

leaders from Saipan who are go
ing to have to try to protect Saipan 
when allocating and prioritizing 
the expenditure oflocal revenues," 
Benavente said. 

"I hope that the leadership on 
Rota and Tinian would not be 
fooled by such promises because 
I don't think that it will ever hap
pen," he said. 

Palacios, on Sunday, confirmed 
that two congressional aides had . 

been on Tinian and Rota. 
Palacios also said that the pres

ence of Rep.-elect Stanley T. · 
Torres (R-Saipan) in Rep. He.i.11z 
S. Hofschneider's (R-Saipan) 
camp was another factor in his 
decision to switch votes. 

Torres has filed a lawsuit alleg
ing that the number of senatorial 
seats currently allocated to Rota 
and Tinian goes against the U.S. 

Continued on page 26 

Help is coming January 
on PCB contamination·· 
RESIDENT R~presentative to 
the U.S. Juan N. Babautayester- • 
day announced the Department · 
of Interior has formally agreed 

EMO: Always be prepared 

to provide funds to cover the 
travel expenses to the Common
wealth of a doctor with special
ized knowledge of polychlori
nated biphenyls (PCBs). 

This means Dr. Gershon 
Bergeisen is expected to be on 
Saipan in January to train physi
cians in recognizing symptoms 
and illnesses associated with ex
posure to PCBs and other envi
ronmental toxins. 

By Haidee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

FOLLOWING a series of earth
quakes in the neighboring areas 
of Guam, Philippines and Tai
wan, the CNMI Emergency 
Management Office (EMO) yes
terday reminded the public to 
"be always prepared" for any 
kind of disasters, considering 
the islands' vulnerability to ca
lamities. 

Gregorio DL. Guerrero, EMO 
director, said that while there 
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f Search targets 1: 

,, possible sites for;, 
Earhart plane 
By Giff Johnson 
For the Variety , 

MAJURO - The first ever !; 
deep ocean sonar search for Ii 
Amelia Earhart's airplane has j 
ended with several ''targets" / 
identified that could be the f 
Electra aircraft that went down Ii 
in the central Pacific 62 years 1 

ago, one of the trip's coordi
nators said Monday. 

Williamson and Associates, 
Inc. - an ocean engineering 
firm that has located long-lost . 

j schooners and more recent 
i vintage submannes from deep 

1 
j ocean locations - will begin 
i processing its sonar images at ,, 
I its Seattle, Washington office, i 
I according to Dana Timmer of 

1

, 
land Landing, Ltd., 
h together with , 

c~~~ 
PAC NEWSPAPER STACKS 

has been no alert raised for the 
CNMion the possibility of a tem
blor just like what struck Guam 
last Sunday morning, the CNMI 
government is not taking any 
chances. 

As of press time yesterday, no 
tsunami alerts pertaining to the 
Guam quake were raised, but 
Guerrero assured the public will 
be immediately informed of any 
major concerns. 

"We are a very small island, we 
are very vulnerable to any type of 

calamity. We have to be cau
tious that such a thing might hap
pen. So always be prepared. 
Al ways have at the back of your 
mind that disasters do happen, 
they are unpredictable. But don't 
F*fiic because if you panic, some
body is going to be hurt," 
Guerrero said in an interview. 

EMO is closely monitoring the 
tremor measuring 6.1 on the 
Richter scale which rocked 
Guam at around 10 am on Sun-

Continued on page 26 

Interior's Office of Insular 
Affairs is the granting agency 
and will use $7,000 of its "tech
nical assistance" funds to reim
burse theAgencyforToxicSub
stances and Disease Registry 
(ATSDR) for Bergeisen's trip. 

The training session is part of · 
the response to the problem of 

Dr. Chris Ebert-Santos (2nd left), who is leaving Saipan after serving for many years as pediatrician, receives 
a plaque of recognition for her outstanding volunteer services to Karidat, yesterday at the PIG. With her are 
(from left) Karidat board members Mafua Peter, Abed Younis, Ned Arriola and Esther Fleming, and Karidat 
Executive Director Angie Guerrero. Photo by Marian A. Maraya 

Juan N. Babauta 

PCB contamination in Tanapag 
village. 

"This is the beginning of what 
I hope will be a sustained effort 
·to help people in Tanapag un
derstand the extent they have 
been exposed to toxic chemi
cals, what the health risks are, 
and what they can do to stay 
healthy," said Babauta in a news 

Continued on page 26 

Beware of the 
Christmas 

computer vim§ 
By Eric F. Say 
Variety News Staff 

HAGATNA - As if worrying 
about the "Y2K" bug is not 
enough, computerusers are being 
warned about a computer virus 
set to go off on Christmas Day. 

Subscribers to many free 
Internet e-mai I services are being 
warned to check information 
downloaded on to a hard drive 
because of a potentially devastat
ing virus that could wipe out all 
programs and data contained in 
their computers. 

The virus, which is still un
named, is said to be contained 
within e-mail that is in the form of 
games. Particularly those called 
"'Elf Bowling" or ··Frogapult." 

According to computer pro
gramming specialist Bert 
Middleton, the virus that also acts 

Continued on page 26 
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2 hanged for drug trafficking 
SINGAPORE (AP) - Two 
Malaysian men were hanged 
here last week for drug traffick
ing, Singapore's Central Nar
cotics Bureau said yesterday. 

Malaysians Lai Chaw Won, 
23, and Goh Choon Meng, 25, 
were hanged on Friday at 
Singapore's Changi Prison. 
They were arrested last year in 
separate incidents. 

Lai was arrested in May last 
year when he delivered 125 
grams (4.5 ounces) of illegal 

drugs to an undercover officer, 
CNB spokeswoman Catherine 
Gomes said. He was sentenced 
to death in November last year. 

Goh was arrested at a border 
checkpoint in August last year 
after trying to smuggle 160 
grams (5 ounces) of illegal 
drugs into Singapore from Ma
laysia, Gomes said. He was sen
tenced to death in February this 
year. 

Both men's appeals were dis
missed, Gomes said. She de-

clined to say what drugs the 
men had been carrying. 

Under Singapore's strict drug 
laws, adults caught trafficking 
more than 15 grams (half an 
ounce) of heroin, 30 grams (one 
ounce) of morphine or 500 
grams (18 ounces) of marijuana 
face the death penalty. 

Singapore has sent more than 
300 people to the gallows, many 
for drug-related offenses, since 
tough anti-drug laws were im
posed in 1975. 

EXPLOSIVE VAN. Police block off a section in the east end of Montreal, Canada after finding a van 
belonging to Ahmed Ressam, who was aprehended last week trying to smuggle nitroglycerin and other 
explosives into the United States. AP · · 

Buchanan now wants 'gentler' 
policy toward rogue nations 
WASHING TON (AP) --:- The 
Un-Pat strikes again. 

Two months after bolting the 
GOP for the Reform Party nomi
nation, embracing the endorse
ment of a liberal veteran activist 
and saying he would accept ho
mosexuals into his campaign, con
servative commentator Pat 
Buchanan now says he wants the 
United States to adopt a kinder, 

gentler policy toward the same 
rogue nations he sought to sanc
tion four years ago. 

That was the Republican 
Buchanan, the one who first be
came widely known to voters with 
his brash speech at the 1992 GOP 
convention in which he declared 
a cultural war on liberalism. 

It was the same Buchanan who 
rejected homosexuality, supported 

Give the Gift of Fitness!!! 
1 MONTH MEMBERSHIP 

Reg.~ .. now s45 
"' '" ' , .. , ' 
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President Clinton's sanctions policy 
anddefeatedfront-runnerBobDole 
in the lead-off New Hampshire 
GOP primary in 1996. 

Now making his third White 
House bid as a staunch abortion 
opponent, Buchanan has dramati
cally changed his political land
scape. This time he's running for 
president on the Reform ticket, 
convinced that the GOP is be
coming soft on abortion. 

"It was one of the wisest deci
sions I've made in my lifetime," 
Buchanan said. 

He has accepted the endorse
ment of veteran liberal activist 
Lenora Fulani and has said he 
would accept campaign help from 
homosexuals - as long as they 
support his agenda and do not 
lead scandalous lives. 

In a speech last week, Buchanan 
rever·sed himself on foreign 
policy, announcing that he now 
opposes sanctions against Iran, 
Iraq, Cuba and other nations. The 
position distinguishes him from 
every other presidential candidate. 

"Our sanctions are sowing seeds 
of hatred that will one day flower 
in acts of terrorism against us, 
years after these sanctions expire," 
Buchanan told an audience at the 
private Center for Strategic and 
International Studies. 

"Among my first acts as presi
dent will be to declare an end to 
all sanctions ... against Cuba, 
North Korea, Iran, Iraq, Libya, 
Myanmar, Sudan and all the other 
targeted nations of U.S. sanctions 
policy," he said in the speech 
Thursday. 

WORLD/NATION 

News. Briefs . 
Malaysian opposition 

walks out of parliament 
KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia (AP)- Malaysia's new Parliament 
got off to a shaky start yesterday when all oppo~ition me~be:s staged 
a brief walkout to protest the session, calling 1t unconstltutJOnal. 

All 45 opposition lawmakers left for an hour to pr?test the 11_1anner 
in which the session had been called. It was the openmg gathermg for_ 
the newly elected lawmakers after a hotly contested ge~eral p_oll !ast 
month ushered Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad mto his fifth 

consecutive term. 
Opposition leaders complained th:it the country's king had an

nounced the parliamentary_session too early, on Dec. 13. Under the 
constitution, Parliament can only be called with the consent of the 
Cabinet, which was not sworn-in until Dec. 14. 

"The walkout was justified as today's session clearly violated the 
constitution," Hatta Raml.i, political secretary to Opposition Leader 
Fadzil Noor, told The Associated Press. His Is)amic fundamentalist 
Parti Islam SeMalaysia. or PAS, is the largest opposition party with 
27 seats. 

Durino a heated session between the nation's lawmakers, Mahathir 
argued that as prime minister and caretaker of the government he had 
th; right io advise the king. Therefore, he was not required to wait 
until the new government was formed, said several parliamentarians 
who attended the session. 

Fadzil Noor called for the sitting to be adjourned until a new notice 
was issued. Members of the Democratic Action Party, the National 
Justice Party and two smaller opposition groups supported his calls 
and filed out of the parliamentary hall. 

Peacekeepers find Timor 
graves with over 100 bodies 

MAUBARA, East Timor (AP) - International peacekeepers in 
East Timor found Monday bones and decayed body parts from two 
mass burial sites that they fear might contain more than l_ 00 victims 
massacred by anti-independence militia gangs and Indonesian troops. 

Australian navy divers have recovered the remains of about a 
dozen bodies that had been dumped in a lake at Maubara, some 11 
kilometers (7 miles) west of the coastal town of Liquica. More were 
feared to be beneath the·water. 

They are believed to be t}:Ie victims of a bloody April 6 attack on 
a group of parishioners at Liquica's main Roman Catholic church. 

Yayasan Hak, a Timorese human rights group, claimed a total of 
67 people were shot or hacked to death by soldiers and thugs · 
belonging to a local militia gang. 

"We have been asked to search the lake to see if we can find 
anything else to connect the atrocity to the (Indonesian army) or the 
militia in the area at the time," said Lt. Com. Jonathan Peacock, who 
commanded the naval detachment. 

The divers, who started pulling bones and other body pieces from 
the small lake Monday, said they were guided to the location by a 
villager who claimed he had driven a truckload of corpses to the site 
after the massacre. 

Separately, Australian peacekeepers found a mass grave with up 
to 52 bodies in the enclave of Oecussi, said a report by the Australian 
Broadcasting Corp. radio. 

If the body counts from both sites are confirmed, they would be the 
largest found in East Timar since Indonesian troops and the militias 
went on a rampage of violence following an Aug. 30 independence 
referendum. Four-fifths of the territory's people voted to break 
away from Indonesia in the U.N.-supervised ballot. 

An intelligence rep011 delivered to Australian Defense Minister 
John Moore said the bodies may be buried in the field nearOecussi's 
border with Indonesian-held West Timor, the radio said. Moore was 
visiting the region Monday and could not immediately be reached 
for comment. 

Security breach 
causes flight delay 

LOS ANGELES (AP) - A terminal was closed and almost 70 
flights were delayed Saturday after a man ran away during a security 
check at at Los Angeles International Airport. 

The man was not found and there were no reports of damage or 
injury related to the incident, airport spokeswoman Angela Franklin 
said. 

"We suspect that he was running late for his flight and just didn't 
want to wait," she said. Screening agents at Terminal One checked the 
man and his carry-on luggage at 6:55 a.m., then asked him to turn on 
the computer he was traveling with, Franklin said. 

The man looked as if he was going to do so, but instead bolted 
toward the departure gates. Airport police evacuated and closed the 
terminal for about three hours and searched bathrooms, restaurants 
and airplanes for the man. 

About 66 flights were delayed because of the incident, affecting 
about 9,000 passengers, Franklin said. 

Terminal One serves US Airways, Southwest and America West 
airlines. 
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For Y2K rollover 

1inian plans big celebration 
TINIAN - The Municipality 
of Tinian and Aguiguan in 
conjunction with Tinian Dy
nasty Hotel and Casino and 
will be hosting a huge Millen
nium Countdown Party on De
cember 31st, Friday for a 
hodgepodge of fun, food and 
entertainment. 

"We aim to give the. com
munity of Tinian and all our 
guests a once-in-a-lifetime 
event, to herald a new, posi
tive beginning for everyone," 
said Mayor of Tinian and 
Aguiguan Francisco M. Borja. 

The celebration is being pro
moted under the banner 
"Tinian 2000," which prom
ises to be the first in a series 
of promotions highlighting 
Tinian as a destination of 
choice for travelers and in
vestors alike. 

The Dec. 31 events will be
gin at 6 p.m. and end at sun
rise on January 1, 2000. 

Jose P. Cruz, overall chair
man of the 1999 Tinian 
Mayor's Holiday Season and 
Y2K Celebration Committee, 
describes the event as a grand 
celebration.· 

"A $10,000 grand stage with 
spectacular sound and light
ing equipment will be set up 
at the helipad of Tinian Dy
nasty, where entertainers such 
as the award-winning 
Olomwaay Band, and various 
performance groups from 
Tinian schools and other com
munity associations will be 
performing." 

Expected to generate the 
most excitement on Tinian is 
the midnight !vlillennium 
Fireworks Extravaganza to be 

Francisco M. Borja 

shot over the waters ne·ar 
Tinian Dynasty Hotel & Ca
sino. 

"There will also be a special 
children's fireworks mini
show to delight the young ones 
from 8 p.m. to IO p.m., com
plete with adult supervision," 
adds Chairman Cruz. 
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Arriola welcomes court reprimand 
· By Ferdie de la Torre 

Variety News Staff 
SAIPAN lawyer Joseph A. 
Arriola yesterday said Presiding 
Judge Edward Manibusan re
quest for public admonition was 
a welcome relief for him. 

"That's actually very positive 
because Judge Manibusan is say
ing ... hey, you don't need to fine 
him more because the sanction 
itself is ... basically he's just say
ing reprimand him," said Arriola 
in an interview. 

Arriola said Mani busan 's 
move was good because the At
torney General's Office on the 
other hand wants to submit its 
billin s of $700. 

Joseph A. Arriola 

Manibusan asked the court to 
impose instead a public reprimand 
and not monetary sanction against 
Arriola for serving him with sub-

poenas in connection with an 
illegal gambling raid. 

Arriola caused subpoenas to 
be issued on Manibusan and 
Chief Prosecutor Kevin Lynch, 
seeking documents and testi
mony in regard to the search 
warrant. 

Associate Judge Timothy H. 
Bellas quashed the subpoenas 
and later issued a decision sanc
tioning Arriola and his clients. 
· Manibusan, through counsel 
Brien Sers Nicholas, informed 
the court on his non-filing of 
memorandum of fees and costs 
pertaining to the case. 

Nicholas said in light of the 
Continued on a e 23 

"This fireworks show will 
mark an unforgettable begin
ning to the ,new millennium," 
says Tinian Dynasty Chairman 
Michael Kwan. "I am very 
pleased to be able to contrib
ute to this momentous celebra
tion to be held and enjoyed on 
Tinian." 

The main fireworks display 
is being co-sponsored by the 
Mayor's. Office, Tinian Dy
nasty Hotel & Casino and the 
Korean Association of 
Tinian. 

Hunan Liuyang Fireworks, 
one of the top ten pyrotech
nics enterprises in China, will 
be brought in to deliver a spec
tacular display of lights as 
high as 1,400 feet over Tinian. 

The Mayor's Office will
provide free food and drinks 
to the public after the fire-

works display. 
"This party is for the people 

who have chosen to celebrate 
the New Year with us here on 
Tinian," says Borja. 

"On behalf of the people of 
Tinian, it gives me a great 
pleasure to invite ou·r neigh
boring communities and off
island guests to greet the New 
Millenniu_m on Tinian." 

The food will be catered by 
several local businesses, and 
the menu will comprise of tra
ditional local fare. 

To compliment the event, 
Tinian Dynasty is giving a 
special room rate of $40 per 
night from Friday, December 
31st through Sunday January 
2nd. Also, the ferry from 
Saipan ·to Tinian is free and 
will be running its routine 
schedule. 

Senate to pass. CIP 
spending bill today 

By Jojo Dass 
Variety News Staff 

THE SENATE will pass ''with 
some amendments," the bill ap
propriating a total of $50.8 mil
lion in local and federal funds for 
capital improvement projects 
when it convenes on Rota tomor
row, said Senate President Paul 
A. Manglona (R-Rota). 

"We will be addressing it. We 
are going to pass it. I don't know 
what amendments we are going 
to put in. We will pass it but there 
will be some amendments," said 
Manglona, in an interview yester-. 
day. 

House Bill 11-496, an urgent 
measure introduced by Rep. Heinz 
S. Hofschneider (R-Saipan), lists 
down some 38 projects identified 
by the CIP task force. 

The House of Representatives 
inserted at least two amendments, 
introduced by Vice Speaker Jesus 
T.Attao(R-Saipan)andCommerce 
and Tourism Chair Oscar M. 
Babauta(R-Saipan), when it passed 
H.B. 11-496 last Thursday. 

House Floor Leader Ana S. 
Teregeyo (R-Saipan) has aired 
concern passage of the bill may 
be stalled as the Senate, as ex
pected, will follow the House's 
move and insert its own amend
ments on how the money will be 
used. 

Teregeyo expressed hopes the 
Upper Chamber swiftly acts on 

Paul A. Manglona 

the bill. 
If passed, the urgent adminis

tration bill goes to Gov. Pedro P. 
Tenorio, who is expected to im
mediately pass the proposed mea
sure allowing the projects to get 
off the ground. 

The administration has been try
ing to expedite passage of the bill 
so that the $30 million local match
ing fund to be acquired through a 
loan agreement with Bank of 
Guam can be had in favorable 
interest rates. 

The House has also earlier 
passed House Bill 11-513 which 
seeks to grant BOG tax relief for 
administering the $30-million 
loan package to be had as interim 
financing to match federal CIP 
money. 

Both bills were introduced by 
Rep. Heinz S. Hofschneider (R
Saipan). 

Man gets 10 mos. for ·molestation 
. ' . . . 

By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

SUPERIOR Court Associate 
Judge Juan T. Lizama has ordered 
a man to spend I O months' i m
prisonment for sexually molest
ing a girl in 1997. 

Lizama sentenced Martin A. 
Yamit to five years in jail, all 
suspended except IO months. 

Yamit is qualified for parole 

after serving one third of the sen
tence. said Lizama in his order. 

The judge said Yamit shall be
gin serving his sentence at the 
Division of CorTections on Jan. 2, 
2000 and after release from jail 
will be placed under four years 
and two months in supervised pro
bation. 

The court required the defen
Conbnued on page 23 
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From the usual five in December: · ) 

'Less cruise ships coming' 
By Marian A. Maraya 
Variety News Staff 

ON ANY normal year, the Port of 
Saipan usually has over five for
eign cruise liners docking at the 
Saipan harbor. 

This year being anything but 
ordinary. at least three luxury lin
ers have cancelled their annual 
visits and according to Common
wealth Ports .Authority (CPA) 
seaport manager Tony Cabrera, 
the reason could be due to Y2K 

threats or the millennium bug·. 
The Y2K phenomenon has dis

couraged many travelers from 
being caught aboard ships, planes 
or systems-operated facilities dur
ing the rolloverto the new millen
nium, say reports. 

At the end of this month; only 
two instead of five Japanese cruise 
liners are set to arrive on Saipan, 
Cabrera disclosed. 

''On the 29th, we have one pas
senger ship coming but it would 

Bill for longer retirement 
contribution period OK'd 

By Haidee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

RETIREMENT eligibility forcer
tain CNMI residents may take 
drastic change as the House of 
Representati~es passed last week 
a bill requiring 10 years contrib
uting membership service for re
tirement benefits. much longer 
than the existing three-year re
quired membership contribution. 

House Bill 11-511 is now up 
for Senate vote. 

Underthe bi II, any Class I mem
ber who is at least 62 years of age 
and who has IO years - as op
posed to three years-of contrib
uting membership service from 
May 7, 1989, may retire on a 
service retirement annuity upon 
written application to the NMI 
Retirement Fund's Board ofTrust-

\r11 
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ees. 
The bill, however, exempts 

those CNMI employees who were 
hired after Oct. 1, 1980, but prior 
toMay7, 1989,andwere60years 
of age or older on the hiring date 
and may retire with three years of 
credited prior service. 

HB 11-511 also allows a rea
sonable time period for Class II 
members returning to government 
service to elect to receive a prior 
service credit. It also provides a 
one-time opportunity for persons
who were government employ
ees but not Fund members on the 
effective date of Public Law 6-17 
to convert to Class II member
ship. 

No more personal 
requests for funds 

By Jojo Dass 
Variety News Staff 
MONET ARY requests for per

sonal affairs _like graduation par
ties will no longer be entertained 
by lawmakers who are preparing 
a new list of activities that could 
be funded by taxpayers' money. 

House Speaker Diego T. 
Benavente (R-Saipan), in an in
terview yesterday, said although 
people have gotten used to asking 
money from their elected offi
cials, "a line needs to be drawn 
somewhere." 

Benavente said the Legislature 
is still working on legislation list
ing down activities for which pub
lic money may be spent. 

He said the proposed measure 
.. clearly spells out what we as 
legislators feel necessary to con
tinue to provide as public service 
and what is not. If anybody calls 
for (tent) rentals for birthday party, 
we would say that it's not public 
purpose." 

The administration and key law
Contmued on page 23 

Erratum: 
In the CNMI Governor's 
Developmental Disabilities 
Council Public Notice printed 
in yesterday's issue (Marianas 
Variety, December 20, page 20), 
the time of the meeting was 
inadvertently printed as 
2:00AM to 11:30AM. It should 
read as 9:00AM to 11 :30AM. 

Our apologies. 

leave the following day," said 
Cabrera. 

The vessel will just drop the 
passengers off and they would 
later on leave the island by plane, 
according to Cabrera 

"The vessel would leave since 
passengers don't want to be stuck 
at sea at this time," Cabrera added. 

Another cruise liner, the Pa
cific Venus, is also scheduled to 
dock at the port come December 
31st. 

"They will spend new year's 
eve here. So we are going to be 
busy again since we have to be 
here to welcome the captain and 
the crew of tti'e ship," he said. 

Both Saipan-bound ships will_ 
be coming from Japan. 

The two ships are owned and 
operated by ·Japan Cruise Line, 
Inc. 

In the meantime, while the vis
iting ships l)erth at the docks, the 
Port of Saipan will be monitoring 

closely all marine transportation 
operations in the harbor and ter
minal facilities for any Y2K prob
lems or failures. 

As reflected in its 3-page Y2K 
contingency plan, any disruptions 
that may be caused by Y2K, the 
Port of Saipan will handle it in 
accordance with the Y2K Emer
gency Response Plans as pre
pared by the CNMJ Y2K Task 
Force and the Emergency Man
agement Office. 

A Daewoo collided head on with a Ford Crown Victoria police patrol car yesterday morning on Route Four 
in Hagatna. Both drivers were transported to Guam Memorial Hospital shortly thereafter. 

Photo by Eduardo c. Siguenza 

Jury selection starts for two men 
charged in 'gang-rape' incident 

By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

THE SUPERIOR Court yesterday 
started sefecting the jurors for the 
trial of two of four men charged in 
connection with the kidnapping and 
raping of two Chinese women at 
the Suicide Cliff last year. 

Presiding Judge Edward 
Mani bus an screened the prospec
tive jurors who were summoned 
for the trial against Hadley F. 
Renguul and Jose 0. Rabauliman. 

Renguul came with his counsel 
Jay Sorensen while Rabauliman 
appeared with his attorney G. 
Anthony Long. 

When reporters asked Assis
tant Attorney General James 
Benedetto about the case, he re
fused to comment, saying "any 
publicity at this point makes it 
difficult to pick jurors that don't 
know about the case." 

Benedetto only described the 

jury selection as very slow. 
Benedetto recently filed an

amended complaint charging 
Renguul and Rabauliman with 
two counts of rape, two counts of 
criminal oral copulation, two 
counts of kidnapping, and two 
counts of assault and battery. 

Kidnapping alone carries a 
maximum penalty oflifesentence. 

Court records showed that in 
the early morning of March 28, 
1998, Renguul and Rabauliman 
along with co-defendants Jake 
Amalei Ito and Sheldon R. Yano 
on board a van kidnapped two 
Chinese women who were walk
ing near Horiguchi Building in 
Garapan. 

The suspects then allegedly 
brought the women to Suicide 
Cliff where they raped them. 

A man who happened to visit 
the cliff heard screaming from the 
victims. Through the lights of his 

vehicle, the witness saw a woman 
struggling against a man who was 
on top of her, according to court· 
documents. 

The witness contacted the po
lice through the emergency assis
tance phone, prompting police 
officers to respond. 

Responding police officers pur
sued the van, which ran off the 
roadway and struck a telephone 
pole. 

Police arrested then 21-year
old Renguul who jumped from 
the van and ran into the woods. 
During follow-up operations 
Y ano and Ito were apprehended 
while Rabauliman surrendered. 

It was not clear yet as of press 
time whether the charges against 
Y ano and Ito are pending in court. 

Y ano is currently serving a 21-
year jail term in federal prison in 
connection with the hostage stand
off in Susupe jail. 

Guam judge considers Kara case motions 
By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 
A GUAM judge yesterday 

placed underadvisementmotions 
for summary judgment filed by 
both parties in connection with 
the lawsuit filed by former Sen
ate President Juan S. Demapan 
and business partner Cheung Ping 
Yin against acting Attorney Gen-

era! Maya Kara and other persons. 
Superior Court Judge Pro Tern 

Joaquin V. E. Manibusan,Jr. heard 
both motions filed by Demapan 
and Yin' s counsel Pedro M. Atalig 
and Joseph A. Arriola, and Kara 
through Assistant Attorney Gen
eral L. David Sosebee. 

Arriola argued that Kara is un
lawfully assuming the position of 

acting Attorney General (AG) be
cause she has continued serving 
such title through the temporary 
appointment scheme. 

"The Constitution requires that 
the governor shall appoint an AG 
with the advice and consent of the 
Senate.When Kara was rejected, 
he (Governor Pedro Tenorio) de-

Contmued on page 23 
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By Haidee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

A GREATER number of indi
viduals in the CNMI with smok
ing, gambling, drug addiction and 
other mental health-related prob
lems is expected to show up for 
counselling and medical services 
as the government yesterday put 
an end to the "social stigma", at
tached to the administering 
agency's name. 

From the former Division of 
Mental Health and Social Ser
vices (DMHSS), the government 
changed the name to these three: 
Community Guidance Center, 
Guma Ina' Ayuda (Chamorro, 
meaning "House ofHelpers"), and 
Imwal Alillis (Carolinian). 

Health officials believe that 
from now on, those persons who 
want to undergo counselling, for 
example, will no longer be em
barrassed to be seen by their peers 
going to DMHSS because of the 
words "mental health" printed at 
the sign board in Navy Hill lead
ing to the office. 

Health Secretary Joseph Kevin 
Villagomez said the common -
but wrong - perception on indi
viduals who show up for "mental 
health" services is they are 
"crazy," "psycho" or insane. He 
said with the name change, there 
are lots of good things that are 
sure to happen. 

"By looking back at the past 
five years since DMHSS was cre
ated, people don't want to come 
up here because they are afraid 
they will be labelled as having 
mental health (problems) or 
psycho, the common stigma at
tached to it. 

"We feel that by changing the 
name, people will have no diffi
culty coming up here, they will be 
less stigmatized," said Villagomez 
right after the Name Change dedi
cation ceremony attended by vari-

. 
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NAME CHANGE. Health Secretary Joseph Kevin Villagomez delivers a speech during yesterday's 
dedication ceremony for the "Community Guidance Center" under the Division of Mental Health and Social 
Services. Contributed Photo 

ous health officials. 
Josephine Sablan, director of 

DMHSS which is now called 
Community Guidance Center, 
said the. name change intends to 
·'reduce" if not eliminate the so
cial stigma experienced by pa
tients. 

"We want to offer services 
where lots of parents would like 
to bring in their kids, particularly 
those in their adolescence," said 
Sablan. 

She cited one case when a 
mother was on her way to bring 
her daughter to DMHSS, just to 
be asked by the child why the 
parent would bring her to the said 
institution when she is not"crazy." 

"That's just one of the many 
incidents which triggered the need 
for name change. I'm very sure 
we will be become more acces
sible to the· community by just 
changing the name. More pa
tients, yes I am very positive about 
that," said Sablan. 

Meanwhile, Villagomez said 
one of the goals of the Depart
ment of Public Health which is 
the parent agency of the Commu
nity Guidance Center is to assist 
those individuals who have men
tal health-related problems. 

·'As we enter the new millen
nium, it's been shown that the 
road to prosperity and success is 
having a very healthy mental (be
ing)," the health secretary said. 

Gloria Cabrera, DMHSS ad
diction services manager, earlier 
said the number of individuals 
who come forward to undergo 
counselling and treatment fortheir 
drug, alcohol or gambling prob
lems does not reflect the actual 
number of people who need the 
division's services. 

Helene Lizama, DMHSS 
awareness chairperson said a com
petition was started last year to 
give the agency a new name. 

Ebert-Santos receives 
award from Karidat 

By Marian A. Maraya 
Variety News Staff 

THE KARIDAT Board of Di
rectors yesterday presented a 
plaque of appreciation to pe
diatrician Christine A. Ebert
Santos for selflessly volunteer
ing her services to the founda
tion in over 14 years. 

Santos is set to leave for San 
Francisco today to further pur
sue her medical career and at 
the same time be with her fam
ily. 

She first joined the Karidat 
Social Services in 1985. Since 
then, she has touched many 
lives especially those of the 
poor and the needy. 

"I love working for such 
causes. Helping people who 
are hurt, who are hungry, and 
are in pain. 

"I wish the whole commu
nity could see how precious 
you all are. How important 
your work is," Santos told 
Karidat staff and members of 

.the Board of Directors at a 
special luncheon held in her 
honor at the Pacific Islands 
Club. 

"Instead of pu !ting all 
money collected in churches 
into creating golden statues, 
that money would be of more 
use if it's placed on help in
stitutions that assist people 
with immediate and serious 
needs. 

"I couldn't do your jobs. You 
sacrfice too much," she said. 

Santos was also presented a 
house resolution, commending 
her 19 outstanding years of 
excellent services as a pedia
trician at the Commonwealth 
Health Center (CHC). 

Karidat board member and 
Rep. Malua Peter conducted 
the last minute, special pre
sentation in behalf of the 11th 
CNMI Legislature yesterday. 

Santos has been one of the 
longest-staying doctors to 
serve the local community. 
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Intervention double 
standards 

WASHINGTON - Dutch leader, Minister Jozias van Aartsen said, 
·Today human rights have come to outrank sovereignty. Today we 
regard it as a generally accepted rule of international law that no 
sovereign state has the right to terrorize its·own citizens." 

That same succinct and high-minded declaration, stated in more 
diplomatic terms, was given the force of policy by Secretary General 
Kofi Annan in a speech to the United Nations. He said, in what has been 
dubbed the Annan Doctrine, there is nothing in the U.N. Charter to 
preclude recognition of·'rights beyond borders .... Indeed, the very letter 
and spirit of the Charter is the affirmation of those fundamental human 
rights .... We have learned that intervention must be based on legitimate 
a~d universal principles if it is to enjoy the sustained support of the 
world's people." 

He has two primary military tools at his disposal: peacekeeping forces 
(or the "blue helmets") and humanitarian forces. · 

The United Nations has been in the business of peacekeeping for 51 
years. Soldiers are volunteered by their governments to ·'apply military 
discipline and training to the task of restoring and maintaining the 
peace ... But the host country must invite the forces. There have been 36 . 
operations since J 988, and they typically consist of monitoring cease
fires. separating hostile forces or maintaining buffer zones. 

Peacekeeping operations are decided by the Security Council, the 
U.N. organ with pri11:ary responsibility for maintaining international 
peace and security. The Security Council consists of five permanent 
members: China, Russia, France, the United Kingdom and the United 
States. Their votes carry more weight than the votes of the IO rotating 
countries that serve for two-year terms. 

Humanitarian forces, however, are allowed to use "all necessary 
force" to quell a volatile situation. Whereas peacekeeping forces only 
carry small rifles for self-protection, humanitarian forces are sent 
equipped to fight. 

The question now is. when does the Security Council opt for "all. 
necessary force?" 

"This is the debate now," Farhan Haq, spokesperson for the secretary 
general, told us. Annan established an open-ended working group 
within the secretariat to discuss these issues. In six to 12 months, Annan 
believes, ··we should have enough ideas ... to come to some understand
ing as to when we intervene and when we don't." 

Some government leaders, like Algerian President Bouteflika, don't 
agree. He wants strict rules because he feels an open-ended policy 
would skew the U.N. systems against weak and poor countries. As it 
stands now, Bouteflika has said publicly, the humanitarian intervention 
is only for the weak and small countries; powerful countries may do as 
they please. 

Certain criteria should always apply to the Security Council's deci
sion to intervene, according to Haq. The Genocide Convention, which 
most nations have signed, demands intervention. The problem, how
ever, is that in times of unrest, it is difficult to get the world to agree on 
what exactlv genocide means. 

In the cas'e ;f Rwanda, many nations didn't see it as genocide until 
well after thousands were slaughtered. And the United Nations failed to 

intervene 10 stop ethnic cleansing in Kosovo, so NATO stepped in 
without U.N. consent or approval. 

"I think even in Chechnya you have to admit that the international 
community may not have been able to put in troops, but it has not sat 
with its arms crossed. Efforts have been made," Annan said. But those 
efforts must recognize the double-standard reality: Large nuclear pow
ers do not lend themselves to U.N. intervention. 

Rafael H. Arroyo 
i~~~~-~~_Za_l~dyDandan 
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Chaotic 12th 
THE DEMOCRATS could muster the power 
they need for the 2001 gubernatorial race, while 
the Republicans may suffer the same fate the 
former had in the 1997 one - disintegration -
if Willie Tan's protege, Ben Fitial, ultimately 
gets his game plan into the 12th House of 
Representatives. 

The 12th House, Capitol Hill observers are 
saying, will also be "chaotic," to say the least. 

And the FY 2000 budget bill could well start 
the fireworks between the prn-Hofschneider 
camp and the pro-Fitial. 

Having just been introduced, the bill may be 
tackled in today's scheduled House session, 
which may then head for the Senate where it 
may further be cannibalized before spilling 
over to the 12th House where it is bound for 
mutilation by the rookie Democrat lawmakers. 

The Democrats, who will be at the helm of 
the committees, have power. 

But there's one thing they also should have 
but don't, said one Capitol Hill insider: the 
skill to comprehend a very complicated pro
cess of passing a government operation budget 
covering an entire fiscal year. 

And for lack of it, they will be bound to cast 
a cold, distrusting eye on Rep. Jesus T. Attao, 
the one lawmaker that, again my sources said, 
has the knack. 

What's next should be pretty easy to discern 
even to the most unimaginative of mind. 

Walk-outs could be the day's order. 
The Democrats will rally behind Fitial 

they need his clout. 
The pro-Hofschneider Republicans will put 

up a wall of opposition to ihe Democrat-Fitial · 
budget amendments and bills. 

Sessions will be replete with rhetoric. 
Bills introduced by the pro-Hofschneider 

camp will be shelved. 
The budget deficit will continue to swell. 
And at the day's end, everything will drag. 
Many are wondering how long Fitial 's dubi-

ous coalition will hold. 
But one thing is certain though: Fitial will be 

remembered in CNMI history as the only law
maker who had the audacity to cuss in public, 
and in a different tongue even. 

* !~ * * 
Still on Fitial, Tinian Rep-elect Norman S. 

Palacios said he is rooting for him because he 
has "connections" in Congress, a thing that 
could contribute to the island's economic 
growth. 

The way it stands, the pro-Hofschneider camp 
appears bent on blocking any congressional 
appropriations that will not include Saipan. 

But there's more. 
The pro-Hofschneiders are also saying 

Palacios and Rota Rep. Alejo M. Mendiola 
should have known better than to take at 
face value the commitments given them by 
two congressional staffers who recently were 
on the islands to "look for projects" that 
may be implemented there, as Palacios put 
it. 

Sources told me the two guys were actually 
on errand by someone in Congress who is ''just 
returning a favor" given by a Saipan 
businessman's go-between. 
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WASHINGTON (AP) - Al Gore explained the failure of 

campaign finance reform in the first year of the Clinton admin

istration by saying Sunday that Republicans controlled the 

Senate back then and stood in the way. In fact, Democrats were 
in control. 

Bill Bradley, attacked on health care in the Democratic de

bate with the vice president, said his proposal covers far more 
people than Gore's does and cited as evidence a "study last week 
by Harvard and Stanford." 

A joint study carrying the clout of those two top schools? 
Hardly. It was done by three economic advisers to the Bradley 

campaign, two of whom have jobs at Harvard and Stanford. 

Gore's errant recounting of history and Bradley's attempt'to 

cast policy partisans as independent analysts stood out in an 

hour-long debate on NBC's "Meet the Press" in which neither 

candidate stayed on the straight and narrow. 
Thanks to a format that permitted tough follow-up questions 

from moderator Tim Russert as well as back and forth between 
the rivals, the candidates were called to account for some 

statements that would have gone unchallenged in more formal 

debates. 

For example, Gore flatly declared that budget surpluses would 

be certain if he became president. 

'Tm committing to surpluses," he said. 'Tm committing that 
in every budget that I propose in a Gore presidency, we will pay 

down the national debt." 

He backed down in a blink when asked about the prospect of 
an unforeseen crisis, such as war·. "No, of course," he said. "If 
ther;'s a national crisis, then all bets are off." Bradley was more 

open than Gore to the possibility that the economy could tank in 
the future and throw off assumptions underlying his spending 

plans. · . 

Even so, Bradley reireated into that handy protective cover 

used by leaders wh_o don't want to speculate about painful 

choices - such as raising the Social Security retirement age or 

cutting benefits: He said he'd seek a "bipartisan approach to the 
problem." 

The candidates were not brought back to earth on all occa

sions, however. Viewers were left with the impression that 

Republicans were solely at fault when the effort to clean up the 
system of campaign financing fell short in 1993. 

"Now I don't know if you were in the loop or not," Bradley 
said of that year. "But the fact of the matter is that no action took 
place." 

"Because all of the Republicans voted against it," Gore said. 
"And they control led the Senate." 

"Where was the effort made, Al, in 1993?" Bradley asked, 

repeating the year. "We got every single Democratic senator to 
vote for it," Gore went on. 

Actually, Democrats were the majority in the Senate and the 

House in 1993, as they were in 1994 and until Republicans took 

over both houses in January 1995. 
A variety of campaign finance proposals were passed in 1993 

with at least some Republicans in support and some Democrats 

dissenting. 

In a battle of dueling studies, Gore went after Bradley on the 

costs and scope o'f his plan to expand health coverage. 
Gore cited "independent analyses" to back him up, including 

a study by an Emory University professor who is a former 

Clinton-Gore administration official. Gore has used that study 
in the past but this time dropped a new name as an "independent" 

analyst - Martin Feldstein. 
Feldstein, a Harvard professor who criticized Bradley's plan 

in The Wall Street Journal, is a former Reagan administration 
official and has been advising Texas Gov. George W. Bush's 

campaign for the Republican presidential nomination. 
But Gore's favorite studies, at least, were not written by 

people helping him directly. Bradley's "Harvard and Stanford" 

study was released last week by his campaign. 

Authors include David Cutler of Harvard and Alan Gerber of 
Stanford, who helped Bradley put together the health plan in the 

first place. 
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• Info-Tech Corner 

Welcome newbies: 
Glad to have 'ya 

LATER this week many of you will open an 
exciting new present under your Christmas tree or 
as a part of other holiday rites observed by other 
faiths. That present will be a computer and the key 
to an exciting new way to look at, and react, to and 
with the world around you. After the equipment is 
all hooked together and you go through the machi
nations of discovery on what's on your new elec
tronic friend one of the family's first thoughts 
will be getting on the Internet. Do not get caught· 
up in the excitement of the moment and sign a 
long-term deal with the company(ies) packing 
information about themselves in the computer 
box. Read the fine print on anything you may 
sign-up for online. 

The chances are excellent you will have at least 
one offer of "free" time online and that will be 
from Dulles-based America Online. Other Internet 
companies such as Mindspring may also offer 
software to allow you sign up online. Microsoft's 
MSN Network will also do the same and maybe a 
few others. Almost all will offer you free 30-day 
trial on their service or a fixed number of hours to 
use the system. 

Caveat· Emptor: When you register for these 
services you will be expected to provide a method 
for future payment. These payment methods can 
be credit card or direct bank debit from your 
checking account. My advice is to not pick direct 
bank debit until you definit~ly decide what ser
vice with which you will stay. 

More Emptors: These free accounts have a 
finite period-usually 30 days from the time you 
first sign on. Others offer two weeks, a calendar 
month, etc. If you sign up for multiple accounts
such as one on AOL and one on an ISP, and you 
decide to keep one or none of them make sure you 
cancel well before the last day! 

Before making your final decision relating to 
how you will be getting online here are a few 
more suggestions: · 

• Research what service is available in your 
area. 

• Avoid dissemination of your e-mail address 
until you decided on a permanent carrier. One of · 
the reai hassles in life is trying to tell everyone 
your new e-mail address. 

• If you choose a traditional ISP do not initially 
agree to a long-term contract to save money. Try 
them for a month or so to see how well you both fit. 

• Ask your friends who they use and why. 
• If you are debating whether to get high-speed 

service and are hesitating because of increased 
monthly costs, be sure to factor in the eventuality 
that a second phone line will pro):>ably be in
stalled with those associated and initial and con
tinuing costs. 

Finally, welcome to our fraternity. Today's 
new users are assimilated amoeba-like into the 
growing online fraternity-not as it was in the 
old days when "Newbie" carried a stigma. Now, 
there are a lot of newbies entering the informa
tion highway every second. There's going to be 
a lot to learn, but you 'II find the online world is 
friendly and lot of folks out there are always glad 
to help. Take it slowly and read things like "FAQs" 
or Frequently Asked Questions online. I also 
encourage you to continue to read this and simi
lar columns. 

If you have any questions, just send them to 
dhughes@nccl701.net and I'll do my best to get 
you an answer. We ·do this to help our readers 
because long ago others helped us get started. 
The only "pay" we ask is that you pass along 
acquired knowledge to others at the same pay 
rate (grin.) 

~ Letters to the editor 
LETTERS to the editor must mrry the full name of the writer and signature. with a telephone number (in case of faxed or mailed fetters) for 
verification. Letters addressed to other publications or to third parties and those endorsing parJicular pofitir::al candidates are discouraged. 
Alf fetters are subject to editing. The Variety reserves the right to reject any fetters. Name wirhhe/d and unsigned letters will not see print. 

Outrageous, presumptive, abusive 
THESE are some of the words that come to mind 
when lame duck Rep. Melvin 0. Faisao says that 
personal "novenas" should be funded by taxpayers' 
money. 

Since when does local traditions fall under the 
responsibility of the taxpayers? It may be that the 
newly implemented law is not as clearly defined 
as it should be, but it is the Finance Secretary 
Lucy DLG. Nielsen's responsibility to interpret 
it. If she errs on the side of discretion then so be 
it. I applaud her efforts in standing up to legisla
tors who would use their misguided interpreta
tion of the law to promote their or someone else's 
agenda. 

Mr. Faisao states that he is not using this money 
for political gain and this is true. He is using it 
because time is running short and soon he will 
have no influence within the community. 

Rep. Karl T. Reyes was straight on when he said 
that he was voted out of office because he was 
unwilling to provide these type of publicly paid 
perks to his constituents. I respect his willingness 
to sacrifice his job to help put an end to the 
financial irresponsibility of using taxpayer money 
to fund personnel interest. 

Legislators should remember that they are 
elected public servants and that they should be 
accountable for their financial actions. The CNMI 
government is currently in the red and is operat
ing under a deficit. Paying for tents and personal 
novenas with government money does not fall 
under"public purpose·· and all payments for these 
types of activities should continue to be denied. 

ALAN J. ELDER 
Dandan, Saipan 

On visiting congressional aides 
IF SOMEONE were to provide me with factual 
information, I will gladly write to the Government 
Accounting Office and the appropriate committees 
of Congress. 

I am sure that they would be very much interested 

to know the ·activities of congressional aides, who 
were recently in the CNMI, regardless of who paid 
for the trip. 

LORENZO LG. CABRERA 
San Jose, Saipan 
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DFS announces choices 
for employees of month 
DUTY FREE Shoppers Saipan 
has announced the final pair of 
1999 DFS Employees of the 
Month who were recognized 
during a ceremony last Decem
ber 6th. 

Angeline Ilesiuglam of Sales 
and Stanis Jaus Manmog of Sales 
Support were chosen as the No
vember Employee cf the Month 
awardees. a DFS news release 
said. 

Manmog, who works at the 
DFS Airport Shop, made a spe
cial trip to the Galleria Shop 
with supervisor Eisio Blesoch 
to accept his award. 

Accardi ng to B lesoch, 
"Stanley takes a lot of pride in 
doing a great job. He has not 
been tardy once since he was 

hired in April 1999; he has never 
been absent." 

"Stanley is a great team player 
and cooperates very well with 
everyone in the store he comes 
into contact with. He interacts 
very well with customers and they 
leave DFS with a positive image 
of the company because of the 
way he treats them. We wish we 
could clone this man,'' said 
Blesoch. 

Equally as impressive in Sales 
was Ilesiuglam of the Warner 
Bros. Studio Store, DFS noted. 

WBSS managerBennyPinaula 
recommended Ilesiuglam for the 
award. 

''Her positive attitude is such 
an asset because it leapfrogs from 
one employee to the next, until 

finally the entire department has 
her same positive attitude," said 
Pinaula. 

"She leads by example, 
showing the team that details 
really do matter. She doesn't 
just want to meet her custom
ers' expectations, but exceed 
them. She is a fine blend of 
fun, entertainment, dedication 
and commitment." 

Ilesiuglam joined DFS in July 
1998. 

Both Manmog and Ilesiuglam 
received a $ I 00 award and a 
framed certificate recording 
their achievement. 

They are the final two candi
dates to become eligible for 
DFS's Employee of the Year in 
their respective categories. 

From left. Sales group manager Ben Babauta, Airport shop supervisor Eisio Blesoch, employee of the 
month awardees Stanley Manmog and Angeline 1/esiuglam, and WBSS manager Benny Pinaula and 
Galleria GMO Dan Mayer. Contributed photo 

Christian Dior 
COUTURE 

Established 1946 in Paris, Christian Dior is a leading luxury fashion house. 
Christian Dior Saipan, Limited opened its doors in the Saipan DFS Galleria on May 1998. 

We are seeking to fill tlze following position: 

The primary purpose of this positions is to optimize sales of 
merchandise through supervising sales associates. 

Additionally, to assist management with the various operations 
of the retail store environment. 

We invite you to submit your resume/apply in person to: 

Christian Dior Saipan, Limited 
DFS Galleria, Garapan 
Fax II: (671) 647-5811 

We offer an attractive compensation package and company paid health insurance. 
All resumes/applications will be handled in the strictest of confidence. 

NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE 

C111U'irl,1,\; D101i IS AN EQU11/. 01'1'0/ffl/NITY EM!'/ ()Y[H 

COMMUNITY 

'Toys for Tots' donations 
accepted until Thursday 
NORWEST Financial gathered 
over 300 pieces of toys and gift 
items for children in its "Toys for 
Tots" drive this year. 

This plus a cash donation cour
tesy of fourth graders Garapan 
Elementary School (GES) stu
dents in the amount of $116. 70. 

Monica Perez, Norwest Finan
cial Manager, yesterday said the 
amount of toys raised were all 
made possible by many of the 
program's supporters. 

··we especially would like to 
thank Hot 98. They have been 
very helpful in this toy drive," 

said Perez. 
Other generous donors, accord

ing to Perez, i,nclude Town House, 
YCO Liberty Plaza, Tan Hold
ings, Power 99, and Norwest Fi
nancial customers. 

Perez added that parties inter
ested in donating more toys for the 
needy children are still welcome to 
drop off their donations at the 
Norw est Financial office in Dandan 
before Thursday this week. 

"We will be turning the toys 
over to Karidat this week but it is 
not late for the others to bring 
their donations," she said. 

Survey: Japan execs. 
pref er Continental_ 

Variety News Staff 

JAPANESE business execu
tives say Continental Airlines is 
the best foreign-flag carrier in 
Japan, according to a recent sur
vey published by Nikkei Busi
ness Magazine. 

In the Dec. 6th issue of Nikkei 
Business, Continental Airlines 
was the top-rated foreign air
line. In addition, Continental, a 
new entrant in the transpacific 
market, topped Japan Airlines 
for the best main cabin service, 
placing second overall. 

"This survey reflects the hard 
work and dedication of all our 
employees who in one year's 
time have put Continental on 
the map in Tokyo," Barry 
Simon, Continental senior vice 
president for international, said 
in a statement 

Nikkei Business Magazine 
canvassed more than 3,200Japa
nese executives and frequent 
travelers and asked them to rate 
the airlines on their flights from 
Japan to North America, Eu
rope, and other parts of Asia, as 
well as domestic flights within 
Japan. 

Continental has served the 
Asia-Pacific region for more 
than 30 years with flights to 
eight cities in Japan - more 
than any other U.S, carrier. 
Continental serves_ Tokyo, 
Nagoya, Osaka, Fukuoka, 
Sendai, Sapporo, Niigata, and 
Okayama. 

From Guam and Saipan, 
Continental also operates 
flights to Taiwan, The Repub
lic of China, Hong Kong, the 
Philippines, Indonesia, Aus
tralia, New Caledonia, Hawaii, 
and the islands throughout 
Micronesia. 

This was the first time Conti
nental appeared on Nikkei 's 
perennial ranking of the world's 
best airlines. Continental, which 
sought transpacific service be
tween the U.S. and Japan for 
nearly 20 years, launched daily 
non-stop service between New 
York and Tokyo on Nov. 30, 
1998, and between Houston and 
Tokyo,.Jan. 31, 1999 with 283-
seat Boeing 777 aircraft. 

According to Continental, 
both markets have been profit
able from the beginning. _ 

l!i:ommontnenltb of tbe ~ortbern .:lMnrinna Jf£ilattb£i 
COMMONWEALTH DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

"' . 
or;r PUBLIC NOTICE 

December 20, 1999 
Pursuant to Public Law 8-41, Section II, Governor Pedro P. Tenorio and Lt. Governor 
Jesus R. Sablan. through the CDA Uoard of Directors arc hereby giving notice that the 
Board of Directors of the Commonwealth Development Allll10rity (CDA) will recon
vene its meeting of December 10, 1999 on Thursday, December 23, I 999 al 10:00 A.M., 
at the CDA Conference Room, Wakin's Building, Gualo Rai, Saipan. 
AGENDA: 
I. Preliminary Matters 

I. RollCall 
II. ADOIYrION OF AGENDA 
Ill. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
IV. REPORTS 

I. f'und 's Availability Report 
2. Chairman'slfaceutive Director's Report 
3. Committee's Report · 
4. Manager's Report 

V. OLD BUSINESS 
I. Loan Guaranty Agreement 
2. FY '99 Financial Audit 
3. SBA Micro Loan Program 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 
I. CPALoan 

VII. DCD MAITERS 
I. Loan Status 

VIII. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
IX. OT! IER MATrERS 
X. ADJOURNMENT 

All intcn.:stcd persons arc welcome to attcn<l and lo submit \Vrittcn or oral testimony on 
the above agenda items. (Note: Pursuant to Public law 8-4 I, Section I 3(a)(7) and Sec
tion I )(c), Ille Boan.I may vote to meet in cx.cculivc scssirn1). 

is/JUAN S. Tl::-.tORIO 
Chairman, CDA Board of Directors 
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Licensing regs up for 
physician assistants 

By Haidee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

THE CNMI Medical Profession 
Licensing Board (MPLB) has 
adopted ; chapter of the existing 
Rules and Regulations for Licens
ing Health Care Professionals per
taining to physician assistants. 

The newly-adopted chapter of 
the regulation mandates that any
body who has passed an examina
tion administered by the National 
Commission on the Certification 
of Physician Assistants or another 
certifying agency established for 
such purposes recognized by 
MPLB can qualify to practice as 
physical assistant. 

Moreover, "Chapter XI: Phy
sician Assistants" of the said regu
lations also lays the grounds for 
revocation of license of any phy
sician assistant. 

It includes willful and inten
tional act of false or fraudulent 
statementorsubmissionofforged 
or false document in applying for 
the license, and holding himself 

out as a licensed physician or re
peatedly permitting another to 
represent him as a licensed physi
cian. 

The said chapter also specifies 
application for licensure, rejec
tion of application, expiration and 
renewal of license, performance 
of medical service, and notice of 
charges, hearing, service notice, 
among others. 

These amended regulations, 
adopted on Dec. 2, were origi
nally published in the July 23, 
1999 Commonwealth Register. 

As the MPLB received numer
ous comments and suggestions 
for the modification or improve
ment of the regulations, it was 
modified to reflect some of the 
requested changes. 

Ina public notice, MPLB Chair
man Vicente S. Aldan said copies 
of the said chapter may be ob
tained from the Office of the Sec
retary of the MPLB at the ground 
floor of the Commonwealth 
Health Center. 

Mt. Carmel School president Sister Kathleen Sarmiento bids the sc.hool 
community farewell during a gathering over the weekend. She will be 
moving over to Guam after serving for 3 years as MCS president. 

Car seat, sobriety checkpoints 
today, this weekend, says DPS 
THE Department of Public Safety 
yesterday announced it will be 
conducting a car seat checkpoint 
today, December 21, at three dif
ferent locations starting at 8 a.m. 

As a reminder, a DUI sobriety 
checkpoint will also be conducted 

this coming weekend. 
The purpose of these check

points are to deter and detect vio
lators of CNMI Traffic Laws. 

For more information, please 
contact the DPS traffic office at 
664-9084/5/6. 

Rota schedules sobriety checkpoints 
THE Department of Public Safety 
will conduct sobriety checkpoint 
on the evening of Dec. 24 to 25 in 

Rota and Dec. 26 and 27. 
The checkpoint will be on San 

Francisco highway. 

Guam: 'We'll be Y2K OK' 
By Eric F. Say 
Variety News Staff 

HAGA TN A-The Government 
of Guam and the private sector 
are confident that the island is 
already "'Y2K-ready." 

Robert Kelley, Year 2000 
Council chair and special advi
sor to Gov. Carl T. C. Gutierrez, 
said yesterday that Guam has 
'"checked and rechecked" nearly 
all computer systems which 
could be affected by the so-called 
Y2K bug, which refers to the 
difficulty some computers may 
have in telling the difference 
between the Year 2000 and 1900 
as both have the same last two 
digits. 

Computers that cannot prop
erlyrecognize the Year2000date 
may produce incorrect data or 
even shut down. 

Because computers help to 
operate everything from vital 
utilities to cash registers within, 
the millennium bug issue has 
been a top concern for many 
years. 

The federal government and 
private businesses have spent 
millions of dollars preparing for 
the '"rollover." 

Kelley said although there 
may be some minor glitches, 
he and members of the council 

ANALOG 

Carl T. C. Gutierrez 

are confident lights will stay 
on, aircraft will continue to fly 
and banking services, including 
ATMs, will .operate after the 
clock strikes midnight, usher
ing in Jan. I, 2000. 

··over _this past weekend, De
partment of Administration em
ployees were busy testing a new 
financial system which, by all in
dications, will be on line for 
GovGuam either late this week or 
early next," Kelley said. 

The federal government has 
given Guam millions of dollars in 
remediation money of which a 
majority went to the Guam Power 
Authority (GPA). 

Kelley said GPA is 99.9 per
cent complete in checking its sys
tems-all with positive results. 

As for another vital service, 
telecommunications, Kelley said 
the only problem foreseen is if 
too many people try to make 
long distance calls on New 
Year's eve. 

If this happens, the 
··switch" which links Guam 
to the rest of the world may 
become overloaded, Kelley 
said. But this is not a .. Y2K" 
issue, he added. 

Of the major utilities. Guam 
Waterworks Authority said there 
should be no interruption in ser
vice because its system is anti
quated and does not rely on auto
mation. _ 

Kelley said the Guam Fire 
Department has run tests on all 
of its fire and rescue equipment 
and will be able to answer emer
gency calls. 

Most appliances and consumer 
electronic systems in use around 
the home do not keep track of the 
year date and will probably not 
be affected by the Y2K issue, he 
said. 

"'Refrigerators, ovens, mi.cro
waves, c~ffee makers. television 
sets, smoke detectors. washers 
and dryers. and alarm clock ra
dios should not have difficulties 
with the date change," Kelley 
said. 

STARTAC 3000 WITH VIBRA 
REGULAR PRICE $245 

STARTING AT ONLY 

GUAM 
ROAMING 

AND 
CAl.!..ER l,D, 
AVAILABLE! 

EXPRESS 
YOURSELF 
WlTH 
CO~ORED 
HOUSINGS! 

DIGITAL 
NOKIA 5120 

REGULAR PRICE $269 
STARTING AT ONLY 

Tel: (670)233-8888 Fox: (670) 235-8808 
Next to Subway tn Guoto Rot 

* Activation of new number or extension of expired contract required. 12 monlh contract. Some restrictions 
apply, while supplies lost. Sole ends December 31, 1999 
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Marshalls college gets high marks 
By Giff Johnson 
For the Variety 

MAJURO - After several 
years on probation, the Col
lege of the Marshall Islands is 
expecting to receive high 
marks on its accreditation sta
tus that comes up for exten
sion next month. according to 
the college's president. 

A recent visit by an assess
ment team from the U.S.-based 
Western 'Association of 
Schools and Colleges 
(WASC), which accredits 
CMI. has left school adminis
trators ecstatic over the ex
pected result when the full 

W ASC group meets in J anu
ary. 

Director of Administration 
Carl Hacker said in an inter
view that accreditation is ex
pected to be granted for an 
extended period, without the 
requirement of annual reports 
on progress meeting W ASC 
recommendations, since the 
school has resolved nearly all 
of its earlie·r problems. 

The school has stabilized 
itself financially. morale is 
highe( than ever among the 
teachers, computer and sci
ence laboratories have been 
expanded. its new Kwajalein 

Gourmet gift baskets and other arrangements. 

campus has continued its ex
pansion, and a variety of new 
programs and activities are 
underway, said President 
Alfred Capelle. 

A key problem for accredi
tation in the past wa_s CMl's 
shaky financial situation be
cause of its heavy dependence 
on meager government fund
ing. 

"We've improved the finan
cial credibility of the college.'' 
Capelle said, adding that this 
was a point to which the visit
ing WASC team paid close 
attention. 

Capelle said that the sub
stantial support from the gov
ernment in the past year is a 
major factor in the college's 
rebound. 

"During the past year, fi
nancial support from the 
Marshall Islands government 
doubled over previous years," 
saidHacker. "We've been able 
to do things we've never been 
able to do before." 

As a result of the strong gov
ernment commitment to CMI 
during 1999, the school has 
been able to "devote more re
sources to the quality of the 

school environment," said 
Kwajalein Campus director 
Gregory Sammer. 

"Before, most of the re
sources went to instruction, 
and there wasn.'t anything left 
for other needs." 

As an example of the i n'l
provements this increase in 
national government funding 
brought, Hacker pointed out 
that the school has been able 
to match U.S. federal Opera
tions and Maintenance Im
provement Program (OMIP) 
funding for the Kwajalein 
Campus-funds that are play
ing an essential role in im
pr~ving the campus facilities 
there, according to Sammer. 

Hacker said that the college 
has benefited from the increased 
funding, but that CMI and the 
entire school system in the 
Marshall Islands needs a big 
increase in moral and political 
support. "Economic develop
ment in the Marshall Islands is a 
pipe dream if education doesn't 
improve," Hacker said. "Where 
is the work force going to come 
from?" 

CMI testirig of incoming 
freshmen in Septembet 

showed that 80 percent of the 
students were reading at a 
fourth grade level or below, 
Hacker said. Commenting on 
the low level of English and 
math ability of incoming 
freshmen at CMI, Hacker said 
that "if Marshallese leave to 
the U.S. to look for jobs, they 
can't do it on a first grade 
education level." 

Capelle, Hacker and 
Sammer believe that a large 
portion of the Marshallese 
community simply isnit aware 
of the current problems af
fecting education throughout 
the Republic. ·'People see stu
dents going to CMI, but they 
donit realize that the kid is 
spending the whole day in 
remedial courses because he's 
not ready for college, .. 
Sammer said. 

Hacker said that at both the 
Majuro and Kwajalein cam
puses, there "is the will" to 
do the job of providing a qual
ity education. But CMI, and 
the entire education system 
in the MarshaU Islands, needs 
strong support from the com
munity and political leaders 
in order to improve. 

Featuring: sausages, cheeses, crackers, 
cookies, chocolates, wines, coffees, and more. 

Ideal for your corporate and family gift giving needs. 

Most Marshalls high school gTaduates 
have 'elementary level' academic skills 

.. 
' ~ 

Holiday Hours: 
Monday through Saturday, 

9:00am-8:00pm 
Sunday 

1 O:OOam - 6:00pm 

By Giff Johnson 
For the Variety 

MAJURO - Eight of every 
ten high school graduates who 
enter the College of the 
Marshall Islands have English 
and math ability at the sev
enth grade level or below, ac
cording to CMI test results 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
The following Travelers Checks have been stolen 

from a Japanese Tourist. 

The bottom signature is ori_gJ .. 1.1al. 

Chieclk. No.'s PJ04 - 344 -

.. Plase ·call ··Crime 
· Stoppers if you see 

. any of these checks. 

305 
306 
307 
308 
309 
3"10 
3"1"'1 
3"12 
3"13 
314 

from 1993 to 1997. 
This requires the Marshalls 

national college to devote a 
major portion of its resources to· 
remedial education in an effort 
to improve the academic ability 
of students so they can accom
plish college-level work, Carl 
Hacker, CMI's Director of Ad
ministration, said in an inter
view Thursday. 

One third of the students test 
at a second-to-fourth grade 
level, while the balance are in 
the fourth-to-seventh grade 
level. But the problem of the 
low academic ability of in
coming freshmen is getting 
worse, not better, according 
to Hacker. CMI testing of 
incoming students at the be
ginning of the current school 
year showed that 80 percent 
of the students tested at level 
one, a second-to-fourth grade 
level of understanding. 

··It's never been like this be
fore," Hacker said of this 
year's test scores. 

The college's K wajalein 
Campus director Greg Sammer 
said the low academic ability 
of the majority of students 
poses a serious dilemma for 
the college. "If you put a kid 
in a college course, but, he 
fails, who does that help?" he 
asked. "But CMI can't 
'dummy-down' its courses. 
We must teach college level 
courses. It's a conflict for the 
teachers because some of the 
students in their classes can 

do it, but others are not pre
pared for college material and 
it pu JI s the class down." 

To respond to the increas
ing need for remedial educa
tion at the colleg.e level, the 
Marshalls national college is 
now proposing a new, entry
level enrichment pro grain that 
it hopes to teach in the coming 
year. The aim, said Hacker, is 
to provide two semesters of 
courses to students who test at 
the lowest levels in order to 
get these students ready for 
the cunently functioning re
medial program that is focused 
at raising students with a mid
elementary level of under
standing to the college level. 

The challenge for the col
lege, said Hacker, is how to 
respond to a two-stage reme
dial need: getting students who 
are borderline college-level 
prepared for college material. 
while also training students 
who are functionally illiterate 
to gain basic English and math 
ability so that they can enter 
the next level of remedial. 

For many of these students 
who come to the college func- , 
tionally illiterate, it is "im
possible to move them from a 
level one remedial program to 
the degree program in just one 
and a half years.'' Hacker said. 
"We're discussing with the 
Ministry of Education the pro
posal for the enrichment pro
gram. There's definitely the 
need for the program." 
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Nakan1t1ra on Japan visit 
KOROR (Pacnews) - Palau's 
President Kuniwo Nakan:mra has 
arrived in Japan for a five-day 

· state visit. 
Nakamura, who chairs the 16-

member South Pacific Forum, will 
meet Prime Minister KeizoObuchi, 
Foreign Minister Y ohei Kono and 
other government leaders during 
his visit. He is also scheduled to 
meet with Emp,eror Akihito. 

In addition to bilateral issues, 
Nakamura is expected to discuss 
Tokyo's plans for a summit be
tween Japan and South Pacific 
Forum members. 

Reports from Japan say Prime 
Minister Keizo Obuchi plans to 

Kuniwo Nakamura 

hold a summit meeting with the 
leaders of the Forum in April. 

According to the Yomiuri 
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n~ncialfi1i1Jla&e.p:i~fi;lllld ad.min', C .. ·•• teri.~s, 9Jlf it• cl~iclef1 }~ter. on to 
istr.itiye prqc~dUJ:"e~. ? •• · • ••· ·. }iimfthllfrigJit<· . > .\. > •. · ..... ·· · 

'I'heU§ .. haspledge?.~efµl'l~-;••·· i-••·••••'1'¥···•}LS.; ac0r<lipg tq Re0u, •. 
in~ during~rllllnu.aleconomts.· h~~cl to l'alaµ. delegation 
~11sultatioI1·. p:i~e~n& .>V\tllJhe• •···. that .. 1fte~?9 WR}~ .. -~lly);llobi
Republicof PalauinJlpnolµlu;•·· li~dbythee11dgfme.rn011tllanda• 
•Ha\Vaii~at}Ythis month.· .. ·•• \.·.·· ...... po$Sil:>ility tbatir!llay.start.itsac, 
•. Accordmg }O p:gal Cqu11sef tllal c~133tru~tion~;rrl)I nex.tyear. 
to the President DavidJ>~rri~, • Oninmi.igrationmatters,Perrin 
the amoum of fundspledged by said the u :s: ... was surprised to 
the U.S. to purchase construe, hear S01~e of th~ difficul.ties 
tion • materials . for . t]Je COillpact PahluanfllavA jlad e~perienced in 
road is not known yet sinceJhe traveling to the.mainland states_" 
contractor has not estimated un- ''Th~ U.S. agreed to work 
titnowhow muchraw materials dosdy "".ith Immigration and 
will be needed for the. project Natur.ili~atiop Service (INS) to 

Perrin, w.howaswith thel'alal! .. ma~e. sur~ that J>alauans \VOil't 
delegatiq!l, said the u:s. li~s also · encq~nterthi~ probletn again with 
rn,1n?~ted Daewoq. Corp.\ti1t I~S.ofpsi<1l~ \Vhp 3:1:e unf.imiUar 
99nq:~ctor.·of · thepmjeff .... to• y;i~ Patau~S?.tus," the.legal· 
SOUrceat.least'.2,(3Qfthe!pateri0 

·. (;QUn,l~aid, • . \ .· .. ··>··· 
alsJromlocal suppliers, . . Qn .. the<part of Palau gqvimc 

Shimbun newspaper, the summit 
will be held on April 22, probably 
in the southern city of Miyazaki. 

The newspaper said the talk, are 
aimed at gathering the opinions of 
Pacific nations so Obuchi can present 
them at the summit meeting of the 
GroupofEightindustrialisednations, 
in Okinawa in July. 

The South Pacific Forum 
groups 16 Pacific states and terri
tories - Australia, Cook Islands, 
Federated States of Micronesia, 
Fiji, Kiribati, Nauru, New 
Zealand, Niue, Palau, Papua New 
Guinea, Marshall Islands, Samoa. 
Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu 
and Vanuatu. · · 

. lJlent, J~errin said officials are 
·•. nqw a.d~ressing sq!Jle ?f r.1e con- ·. 
cem~ oftry~y.s,.'Yithregards to 

.· theentryexempti()llSOfU.S. citi-
zellsto Pafaui . . 

''Piiau iSworking -0n v,,ays to 
make the 1);$, c:itizens treated 
1.ik¢thesarneastheFederatect•of 
States of Microne~ia and the 

· Republic Of M¥5haH Islands 
nationals. /J •noticed.that when 
we came ~~~from the tdp, a 
sigl'\ ~ the ~itp<>-rt 119w indudes 
U;S.A. alo11twitl1theFS?l1and 
RMI as fiee.iritcy~"'he said, 

AttheSarnefrrhe, he said Palau 
has als91:e-asst1redthe u1 about 
its decision to open its market to 
offshore banking activities by 
boldly expressing that Palau will 
institute cnoughsafeguard mea
sures so it would not be a haven 
of national crime and money 
laundering. 

."Palau through Delegate Alan 
SeidhasassuredthatPalaudoesn 't 
want to fall inJlw same trap as 

. N aunrand other small island na
tions whe!l tJi:ey bpened .·. them
selves to offsh9*j):m]<l11ginvest~ 

. ment$," Perrin told Horiwn .. 

IMF concludes talks with Palau 
WASHINGTON (Pacnews)
The International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) has welcomed the Palau 
Government's targetto lowerthe 
budget deficit by four per cent of 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
next year through substantial re
ductions in the wage bill and ex
penditure on goods and services. 

"By such measures, deficit re
duction targets could be achieved 
while allowing the needed ·ex
pansion of expenditures in prior
ity areas, such as education, 
health, and infrastructure im
provements," the IMF's Execu
tive Board noted after its annual 
Article IV Consultation with 
Palau on November I 0. 

The Board reviewed economic 
developments and policies in 
Palau. 

The Board's Executive Direc
tors also encouraged steps to im
prove financial performance of 
Palau's state-owned enterprises 
and to outsource government ser
vices, and welcomed the intro
duction of a performance-based 
output budgeting system. 

They noted that as the US do!-

Jar is used as legal tender, the 
burden of macroeconomic ad just
ment will fall mainly on Palau's 
fiscal policy. 

"They (Directors) observed that 
recent fiscal developments had 
benefited from some transitory 
factors, and that the Social Scct;
rity and Civil Service Pension 
Funds were presently 
underfunded. Directors stressed 
the importance of protecting in
vestment income from the Com-

. pact Trust Fund as a source of 
budgetary resources in the long 
te1m. Against this background, 
they agreed with recommenda
tions to eliminate the budget defi
cit over the next three years," a 
Public Information Notice from 
IMF said. 

The IMF noted that in light of 
the prospective phase-out of US 
grants under the Compact of Free 
Association, the main challenge 
confronting the authorities is to 
ensure the long-term viability of 
Palau's economy by reducing its 
reliance on foreign assistance. 

It welcomed the Palau 
Government's commitment to 

take the necessruy comprehen
sive measures, notably fiscal con
solidation and structural reform, 
in order to foster a dynamic pri
vate sector and expand the pro
ductive base of the economy. 

The Directors encouraged the 
Palau Government to press ahead 
with their efforts to broaden the 
tax base and improve tax admin
istration through an early passage 
of the Tax Reform Act, prepared 
with IMF technical assistance. 

They also welcomed the pro
spective revision of the water rate 
structure. Directors viewed these 
revenue efforts as particularly 
important in light of Palau's rela
tively low level of tax revenues. 

They stressed the need for sub
stantial structural reforms to 
stimulate private sector activity, 
attract foreign investment, and 
promote tourism. 

"The recent establishment of a 
presidential task force to review 
the country's current foreign in
vestment laws by January 2000 is 
welcomed as an important step in 
simplifying regulations and pro
cedures," the Directors noted. 

FAA chief wants to join 
Guam·millennium flight 

By Eric F_ Say 
Variety News Staff 

THE HEAD of the Federal 
Aviation Administration, 
Jane F. Garvey told Gov. Carl 
T.C. Gutierrez last week that 
she is hoping she could fly to 
Guam during the "Y2K" turn
over. 

Because Guam is 15 hours 
ahead of the U.S. East Coast, 
she could have two New Year 
celebrations. 

In a story published by the 
Washington Post last month, 
Garvey pledged to travel by 
air during the Year 2000 
rollover as a show of confi- . 
dence that there will be no 
computer glitches affecting air 
travel. 

However, Garvey has found 
that booking travel on New 
Year's Eve across the main
land U.S. is getting "very dif
ficult" because people are can
celing flights. 

According to the Washing
ton Post article, most people 
do not want to be in the air 
during New Year. 

Gutierrez last week reaf
firmed his personal invitation. 
saying that if the FAA admin
istrator would celebrate New 

Jane F Garvey 

Year on Guam, she will be 
able.to fly back to New York 
to see Year 2000 arrive a sec
ond time. 

Gutierrez told Garvey that 
she would also have the ben
efit of being part of one the 
first American c.ommunities to 
celebrate the New Year. 

CNN, ABC, CBS and other 
major news media will be run
ning time-zone coverage of the 
"Y2K" rollover. 

Guam officials said 
Garvey's participation would 
help showcase the island to 
the rest of the world. Final 
arrangements and confirma
tions for her flight will be com
pleted this week. 

SUNDAYS! 

SuY. One 
foollo119 9ub 
uet One ~or 

Only on 9undays lor the Month ol (lee.ember ·qq, 

Aes!ricHons may apply. Nol valirl wi1h any other offer. Good at par1lclpating stores only. 

Buy one Regular foo-tlon9 and 9e-t ano-ther 
foo-tlong of equal or lesser value 

for qq <!.en-ts only. 
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Fiji will remove VAT 
from some food items 
SUV A (Pacnews) - In accor
dance with the Fiji 
Government's decision to re
move the Value Added Tax 
(VAT) from essential food 
items. the Prices and Incomes 
Board has announced that with 
effect from January 1. 2000. 
VAT would be removed from 
a number of food items. 

ible oil, rice and tea. 

Masked men ·rob Solomons 
national bank at gunpoint 

In a newspaper advertisement, 
the Prices and Incomes Board 
said VAT would be removed 
from six '"essential food items''. 

These are tinned fish. flour 
and sharp. powdered milk. ed-

The advertisement said from 
January I, the Board would 
amend retail prices for flour, 
sharp and tea under fixed con
trol system. 

The new prices are to be pub
lished next week. 

The other i terns, tinned fish, 
powdered milk, edible oils and 
rice are under percentage con
trol system. 

This means that retailers are 
to calculate the new prices in 
accordance with the Counter 
Inflation Price Control. 

Happy 50th Birthday 

FRANK Q. 
GUERRER 
For a Dear Husband, 
Dad & Grandpa 

Wishing you all the 
blessings on this 
milestone occasion 
and the happiness of 
Christmas today 
and always. 

From Your 
Family with Love 

' I 

HONIARA (Pacnews)- Four 
masked man robbed the Na
tional Bank of Solomon Islands 
(NBSI) at gun point this morn
ing and took off with three bags 
co';,taining cash -

The Solomon Islands Broad
casting Corporation (SIBC) said 
the bank's branch at Ranadi was 
held up by a group of masked 
men as it opened for business 
this morning. 

The robbers held bank work
ers at gunpoint before they fled 
in a getaway car. Police have 
not established the amount sto
len except that the robbers took 
off with three bags of money. 

Police say they are looking 
for four men, one of whom is 
believed to be wearing a beard 
and a blue car with the registra
tion number 141 I 6. 

Police are appealing to mem
bers of the public for any infor
mation that would lead to their 

TARAWA JPacnews) -'
Kiribati's :first President and a 
former Member of Parliament 
have····beeri·••·firiediAUS$35··· 
(US$22) each?¥ther-.1agi~trate~ 
Cot1rt forinrpprting raciio coin
munication. equipwerit and.·trys 
ing to ppera~ a radio statfon 
without a. licence. 

. lel'emiiiT~bai;als&theforrner 
Secretary General of the South · 
Pacific Forum Secretariat, and · 
Atiera Tetoa, . .t fom1er Parlia
mentarian, .•.. pleaded guilty •• to 
importing the . equii:mient from 
abroad and conducting on~air 

.It 
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arrest. 
Meanwhile, in Papua New 

Guinea, Police Commissioner, 
John Wakon has warned crimi
nals who are terrorising the com
munity that police would fight 
tooth and nail to protect inno
cent lives and properties despite 
the use of highly sophisticated 
weapons by criminals. 

Wakon made this remar.k fol
lowing Friday's attempted bank 
robbery in downtown Port 
Moresby and a commercial he-
1 icopter commandeered by 
criminals crashed near the main 
wharf. 

Five suspects were killed in 
the ensuing gun battle with po
lice. 

No polfce casualties were re
ported. Police recovered two 
svelte rifles, three pistols and 
six hand grenades. 

A driver of a security. firm 
was shot when the criminals 

forced him out of his vehicle to 
get away. He was later rushed to 
hospital and treated for gunshot 
wounds. 

Wakon praised his men who 
were involved in foiling the at
tempted robber at the PNGBC 
Headquarters. 

He said police have stepped 
up their operations throughout 
Port Moresby since the police 
helicopter. Eye in the Sky, was 
shot and riddled with bullets 
several weeks ago. 

He urged the public to con
demn the actions of criminals 
and report any suspicious activ
ity to the nearest police station 
so police can pounce on the 
city's criminal activities. 

He said those who commit 
crime have no regard for human 
feelings, therefore all sectors of 
the local community must work 
together with police to fight 
crime. 

tes.tsforKidbati'.sfirStpiiyately- He __ eaglier. de~cr;i~.~ct)~~ 
!UIT F.l\,f st~~.on, FM lOJ; "."jth()!lt . goyel1lpie11r'tre.fus~ttP iH?"f 
· a lice~C(!: ··•··. •.• .•.. •.• > •. • ·•••··· · .•• > • • •• > •·••·• ·. > . · · .•. 11iIJ}. ~ ~et YR ~ facii(). Sf~tiotj a1 .. 

·rabai;49c,is·.r;urrentlys~l'.Vi)1g • '.'censorslJip';;•\ .....•..•....•.•..•.. •/• ii /••·····.· 
··ane>~rrem1Jn . .Parli~11t ~s a-rt . <Anap~~l h)! pieJ~l~WY~ff9J'. 
Op~~tio1.1 inem~f :?rr,/$1.1ciyti•• .. • .. ,4Jscll8f$~\'li!lioµ~ ~¢Q/jyktjqff 
CQnstipiency ....•..•.•..• \ .•.• •. < i .i . ··· ·w~s _rej~c*q\bY !lie- 'fyl,zjsif;tti;) 

1'e,t9~s1 .•• ~S~l.1 aJ911gstjI11e, . ·as .i9011yi¢1i9µ,c:9\Hq~~.riwn 
•·broadcaster atRadio Kiribati and . c:ham:es • ofpl)taj11i11g a H¢e!JC<:;{ 

afsb·a·fdrrrt¢F··~·i·•··.···.•·····•··•·•·•·-•.·•r·•······.:•·•··•··••···•·-··•·•· •·. ·.•·•·•.••· •-1'~#••···•·•·JJ\lye.t11_n)_~i\if.?~.~ett The,k radio station was tQ. be ··· ne,wspapey, 'l"e,!)'~k~ry.l; ~pp#~ 
called ''f\Te..yAif FM'\. . . . .· . . mat Tagai anq Jetp* W91114.Jl.P-. 

'J'abai had claiffied that • the ply f?( ~ p~o~r PPf~~t/!1~ lit 
charges were p0Iiuca11 y 1t1otiv atec1 •·· ··· • ce11c~. unqerthe- '["e 1~9mmw~M 
as hfl andTetba befo11gto an Op- . · cationsActdespite th~ii;conJicc 
position paity, tion. · 

Catholic priest.stabbed 
during holy communion 

SUV A (Pacnews) - A Catho
lic priest is recovering in hospi
tal after he was stabbed in the 
neck by a parishioner who was 
about to receive Holy Commun
ion at a Suva church yesterday 
morning. 

Father Kieren Maloney, 55, 
staggered and fell to the floor as 
his attacker walked out of the 
St. Pius Church at Raiwaqa. a 
suburb of Suva. 

His attacker was caught by 
worshippers who gave chase. 
He is believed to be in his early 
20s. 

Witnesses said the man joined 
a queue in the church as Father 
Maloney offered Holy Com
munion. When the attacker 
stood before Father Maloney, 
he pulled a knife from his pocket 
and stabbed the priest. 

The motive of the attack is 
not clear and police are still 
questioning the man. 

Vicar General Father 
Beniamino Kaloudau said the 
incident should be a lesson to 
RaiwaQa parishioners. "So 

many times we go to church and 
forget to attend the needs of 
those around us," he said. 

"Let's not condemn the boy 
(attacker) but instead learn from 
what has happened and know 
the needs of those around us. 
Maybe the boy wanted to talk to 
someone about his problems and . 
no one was there to help him i 
out". 

Father Maloney has served in 
Fiji for about 30 years. He is a 
member of the Columban Fa
thers and Catholic Missionary 
Society. 

Meanwhile, two brothers have 
been charged for the murder of 
a machinist outside a Suva 
nightclub on early Saturday 
morning. 

The men allegedly stabbed 
Safu Mario Makrava during a 
brawl outside the club and fled 
in a taxi. 

Police said the fight was over 
Makrava 's relationship with the 
brothers' female neighbour. 

The two men will appear in 
court later today. 

Read 
child 

with your 
everyday. 
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RP officials, Muslim 
rebels agree on rules 
MANILA, Philippines (AP) -
The Philippine government and 
Muslim rebels have signed the 
rules and procedures for formal 
peace talks, removing one of the 
last obstacles to the holding of the 
negotiations next month, a rebel 
leader said Sunday. 

Ghazali Jaafar, vice chairman 
of the separatist Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front, said both sides 
signed the rules for the peace ne
gotiations Saturday afterfourdays 
of talks in southern Maguindanao 
province. 

The discussions on the rules 
were delayed by a rebel demand 
for immunity guarantees to be 
included in the rules, which was 
rejected by the government. 

The guarantees would have 
granted about 30 rebels immunity 
from arrests and detention while 
acting as the MILF' s negotiators, 
advisers, or members of certain 
committees in the peace talks. 

But Philippine officials insisted 
the guarantees should be discussed 
in the formal talks tentatively set to 
begin in Maguindanao on Jari. 20, 

Muslim leader Nur Misuari (right) shows the visiting son of Libyan 
leader Moammar Gadhafi, Sayful Islam Gadhafi, the grand Tulay 
mosque in Joto, Sulu durjng their meeting Friday. AP 

CARMEN'S 

and the rebels agreed, Jaafar said. 
Only one major obstacle re

mained a rebel demand that the 
government fulfill a commitment 
to recognize MILF camps in the 
southern Philippines by Dec. 31. 
Jaafar said the government has 
only recognized seven of 13 ma
jor camps out of 46 areas where 
the rebels claim to have estab
lished a presence. 

Jaafar said they would insist 
that the government comply with 
the Dec. 3 i deadline, adding the 
rebels could postpone the start of 
the peace talks if the government 
fails to fulfill its commitment. 

The two sides agreed to demar
cate rebel areas under a cease-fire 
agreement to prevent accidental 
clashes between soldiers and guer
rillas. 

The MILF is the larger of two 
Muslim groups still battling the 
Manila government for an inde
pendent Islamic nation in the 
southern Philippines. In 1996, 
another group, the Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front, signed a peace 
accord with the government, end
ing years ofinsurrection that killed 
more than 120,000 people. 

The MILF was formed by Mus
lim guerrillas who broke away 
from the MNLF after it signed the 
historic peace agreement. · 

A man picks a toy for his kids at a makeshift store which sells toys for 
P35 each (US$ 90 cents) in suburban Manila Saturday. Malls and flea 
markets are packed as Filipinos flock to buy gifts and groceries for 
Christmas. AP 

Carmen's Baby News 
Beach Road, Chalan Kanoa 

HOLIDAY HOURS: 

Monday - Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday 

10:00 am - 8:00 pm 
9:00 am - 8:00 pm 

10:00 am - 8:00 pm 
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China troOps head to Macau 
BEIJING (AP) - China cel
ebrated its recovery of Macau 
midnight Sunday in a cascade of 
red flags and patriotic paities and 
readied troops to enter the newly 
returned te1Ti tory soon after the 
Portuguese colony·s rulers de
pa11ed. 

At a sendoff ceremony in 
Zhuhai city. General Zhang 
Wannian urged the 500 soldiers 
of the Macau garrison to respect 
the autonomy Beijing has prom
ised the enclave while defending 
the newest parcel of Chinese ter
ritory. state media reported. 

State television showed a col
umn· of armored personnel carri
ers, flatbed trucks and other ve
hicles outside the force's barracks 
in Zhuhai ready to cany the sol
diers across the border at noon 
Monday (0400 GMT), 12 hours 
after Portugal ends 442 years of 
control and returns the territory to 
Beijing. 

Zhang reiterated the order Chi
nese Pr;sidentJiang Zemin signed 
late Saturday dispatching the gar
rison. Jiang told the People's Lib
eration Army force that it has "a 
sacred mission and a great re-

..-.-~-..,,.,,,,....-~--,. ........ =="" 

sponsibility'' to preserve China's 
sovereignty and the stability of 
Macau. 

China has treated garrisoning 
Macau as an important symbol of 
its rule, and Macau residents have 
welcomed the troops possible use 
in curbing gang wars over the 
territory's dwindling casino rev
enues. 

Their attitude contrasts with the 
wariness Hong Kong residents 
held 2 1-2 years ago toward the 
PLA garrison, which was under 
order; to keep a low profile. 

Like the return of Hong Kong 

People's Liberation Army soldiers sing a song during a farewell ceremony in Zhuhai, north of Macau Sunday. 
These troops are preparing their entrance at the enclave of Macau as part of the PLA garrisson at the city 
Monday morning. AP 

Taiwan feels little impact of 
Macao's return to China rule 

TAI PEI, Taiwan (AP) -
Taiwanese said Sunday they 
arc unconcerned over 
Macau 's handover to Chinese 
rule and see nothing to jus
tify Beijing's claim that Tai
wan is a territory to be recov
crcJ in the same manner. 

Taiwanese media devoteJ 
heavy coverage to events in 
the Portuguese colony, but 
most Taiwanese appeared to 
be giving little thought to the 
handover. 

"There's really not much 
to think about. It seems that 
what's happening there has 
nothing to do with us:· said a 
real estate agent riding 
Taipei's subway who only 
gave his surname, Lin. 

China claims Taiwan as a 
breakaway province to be re
unified with under the same 
"one-country, two-systems" 
framework promised to 
Macau. 

The system guarantees con
siderable local autonomy for 

at least 50 years and is already . 
being applied to Hong Kong, 
which returned to Chinese rule 
in 1997. 

But most Taiwanese argue 
that their island is fundamen
tally different from Hong 
Kong and Macau and should 
decide its own destiny. Few 
Taiwanese support reunify
ing under the Hong Kong 
model, and the government 
says reunion can only hap
pen after Chinese becomes 
democra.tic. 

"Macau is a colony; we al
ready govern ourselves," said 
Liang Ya-ting, a Taipei office 
worker. "There's no connec
tion." 

China is be! ieved to view 
Macau 's return as a stepping 
stone to recovering Taiwan, 
which split from the mainland 
amid civil war in 1949. Chi
nese President Jiang Zemin 
told Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin earlier this month that 
with Macau in hand, getting 

back Taiwan will become 
"still more pressing." 

A survey by the China 
Times, one of Taiwan's larg
est dailies, showed 42 per
cent of Taiwanese believe 
China will step up pressure 
on Taiwan to reunify with 
the mainland following the 
Macau handover. 

Nearly 60 percent of re
spondents said they found 
China's "one-country, two
systems" proposal unaccept
able, against 13 percent who 
said they found it acceptable, 
according to the survey of 
811 adults. The poll had a 
margin of error of plus or 
minus 3.5 percent. 

"We can fully expect the 
communist Chinese to use the 
handover for propaganda 
purposes, saying 'first Hong 
Kong. then Macau with Tai
wan next'," said Juan Ming, 
a professor at Tamkang 
University's Institute of 
China Studies in Taipei. 

from Britain in mid-1997, Chi
nese leaders hope recovery of 
Macau will help the image of the 
ruling Communist Party and 
se1ve as a prod to rival Taiwan to 
beo-in talks on unification. 

Parties, symposiums and flag
raising ceremonies were being 
held across China to celebrate 
the return. In the northern city of 
Lanfang, 50people took part in a 
I -kilometer (two-thirds of a mile) 
run in minus 9-degree weather 
( 16 degrees Fahrenheit). "Cel
ebrate Macau's return: Hope for 
the motherland's unification," 
read one banner the runners held, 
according to a Xinhua News 
Agency report. 

Neiohborhoods throughout 
Beijini put up red flags in; ges
ture of government-ordered pa
triotism. 

Beijing planned the biggest 
celebrations with 30,000 care
fully selected officials and citi-

BELJ!N(}(A~)i. A;~urJ.e·i~ 
expqrts 1V~;µi~ 9hina wiltex~ 
ceed µi.e g<Jven1ipept-set targl.!~ 
of7 percent ecp11omi.c $fp~t~i .. 
this year, and the ~c?n.omy · 
· should expand by. 8 percem jn 
2000, the officialCh.ina I:laily 
reported Sunday. .. . · · · · 

A government agency that 
.tracks the economy; the State 
Information Office, predicts 

···thM·grAwih.,,.;.l999will reach 
7 .3 percent, aided by quicken
ing exports, the China Daily 
said in its Business Weekly 
editions. 

Expo1ts for the year should 
grow by 6: 1 percent, compared 
with 0.5 percent growth in 1998; 
the newspaper cited the agency 

zens invited to attend a midnight 
gala in subfreezing weather in 
Tiananmen Square. Fireworks 
will arc over the square minutes 
into Monday as Portuguese offi
cials formally hand over control 
of Macau in a ceremony broad
cast live across China and on a big 
screen in Tiananmen. 

"One by one from all parts of 
the land at the appointed hour, a 
clear sound will rise up like a 
great wave in the hearts of 1.2 
billion Chinese sons and daugh
ters," the party's flagship news
paper People's Daily said in a 
front-page article. 

Celebrations were more muted 
than for Hong Kong, reflecting 
Macau 's smaller size and relative 
insignificance in global affairs. 

Beijing geared up the Commu
nist Party propaganda apparatus 
fortwo years to persuade its people 
that Hong Kong's return proved 
China's growing power. 

perteilFgrowth tate;.~u cii#f # 
continued ·rise)µ .. eJ!-p~rJ:~ iu1d 
govemrnent n1easurest9 •. stim.~-
late . spending, . the ne\Vspaper · 
said. , · ·· ·· ·· · · 

FinanceM.iriistei< •·•:,Ci11ng 
Huaicheng said lasf~~ek that 
taxrefoiteswillbeincreasednext 
year, and the newsp~p~r119~~ 
that investment in .Plarits 1µ1d 
otherfixed assfts V(ill rise)J.$ 
percent,(;<JUlp~g ~i{n 9,3 per:· 
centthisyear. . . 

Chinese soldiers salute prior to the flags of China and Macau Special 
Administrative Region are being hoisted during the Macau Handover 
ceremony m Macau Monday. After 442-years of colonial rule by 
Portugal, Maca11 was handed back to Chinese sovereignty. AP 
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Macau back under China 
MACAU (AP) - Ending 442 
years of colonial rule in a cer
emony reflecting centuries of 
change in global politics, Portu
gal bid farewell Sunday to its last 
chunk of empire, with this tiny 
gambling enclave returning to 
Chinese sovereignty at midnight. 

The Portuguese say they've left 
a proud legacy, although many 
Chinese who are the vast majority 
of the local population just wanted 
them to leave, 

The Chinese say mismanage
ment let Macau deteriorate into a 
seedy territory best known for 
gangland assassinations as mob
sters fight over their take of the 
cash from casinos that are the 
biggest industry here. 

Portuguese President Jorge 
Sampaia said Sunday morning he 
understands the local sentiment 
but insisted his generation of Por
tuguese leaders did a credible job 
of dismantling the remnants of an 
empire they inherited but did not 
want. 

Still, Sampaia felt a powerful 
senseofhistory handing back land 
that "was part of our discover
ies," when 16th century Portu
guese sailors were exploring the 
world and claiming much of it for 
their kings and queens. 

"I don't feel like starting to 
dance in the streets," Sampaia 
told reporters over breakfast. 
"That would be ridiculous and 
out of perspective. But I feel 
proud." 

Portugal now is relegated to a 
minor role within the European 
Union, while mainland China is 
seen by many an ascendant power 
in the new millennium. For 
Beijing, returning Macau to the 
fold, two years after getting Hong 
Kong back from Britain, leaves 
just one big prize - Taiwan -
still to be claimed, an idea facing 
fierce opposition from many Tai
wanese. 

Chinese President Jiang Zemin 
flew in Sunday to take possession 
of Macau, a small peninsula and 
two islands in the Pearl River 
delta about 40 miles (64 kms) 
west of Hong Kong. Jiang smiled 
and waved as he walked past chil
dren dispatched to the airport to 
cheer him on with dozens of red 
Chinese flags. 

Beijing turned down Portugal 
the first two times Lisbon tried to 
hand back Macau. in 1967 when 
China's Cultural Revolution 
stirred riots here and in 1974 after 
Portugal's revolution ended de
cades of dictatorship and. new 
leaders sought to set free all re
maining colonies. 

The Portuguese were the first 
Europeans to take over paits of 
Asia and they are the last to leave, 
after the French pulled out of 
Indochina, the Dutch quit Indo
nesia and the British gave up colo
nies including India, Pakistan, 
Malaysia and Singapore. 

Macau was seriously spiffed up 
for Portugal's last day, with new 
grass rolled out in public parks 
and Portuguese and Chinese flags 
lining bridges and roads. 

The East-West fusion culture 
- known as Macanese - in 
which stir-fried meats or 

Macau's new Chief Executive Edmund Ho (left) and outgoing governor Vasco Joaquim Rocha Vieira hug 
to bid farewell as Chinese President Jiang Zemin (right) and politburo memberQiang Qichen look on Sunday 
after Macau was handed back to Chinese sovereignty. AP 

A Chinese military policeman 
stands guard in Beijing's 
Tiananmen Square as revellers 
watch fireworks Sunday. AP 

Cantonese barbecue can be served 
with crusty European bread and 
Portuguese red wine on the side, 
is supposed to stay intact. 

Like Hong Kong, Macau will 
be governed as a "Special Ad
ministrative Region," with con
siderable local autonomy for at 
least 50 years under a "one coun
try, two systems" arrangement. 

Many locals are most concerned 
about ending Chinese triad gang 
violence that has turned Macau 
into something resembling the 
Wild West, with atlea~t 37 "'"""" 
sinations this year alone. 

Chinese troops roll into town at 
noon Monday. and although the 
incoming political leader, Macau 
banker Edmund Ho, says they 
won't be here to fight it out in the 
streets with the mobsters, resi
dents are hoping for more peace 
and quiet. 

"Security should be better," 
predicted Wong Piu, a stable as
sistant at the Macau Jockey Club, 
which runs local horse races. 

''We don't like politics. Stabil
ity is the most important thing 
here. We don't want confronta
tion. We just want to live a quiet 
life." 

"No one is really worried about 
Beijing," Wong added. '"Just look 
at Hong Kong. It's still free, isn't 
it?" 

Pang Chun-man, :i Hong Kong 
contractor who came to witness 
the handover, also welcomes 
China's return. 

"Colonialism is obsolete in 
today's world." Pang said. De
parting Portuguese leaders say 
they left Macau with a potentially 
bright future, if citizens seize op
portunities under a new system 
intended to preserve free speech 
and an independent judiciary and 
rule oflaw that would be unheard 
of in mainland China. 

In the late afternoon, Gov. Gen. 
Vasco Joaquim Rocha Vieira 
abandoned his palatial pink and 
white mansion, home to Portu
guese rulers here since 1846, with 
household staff weeping as he 
filed past to shake everyone's 
hand. 

Ordinary Portuguese mixed 
wistful reflections with acknowl-

edgments it was.time to go. 
Nuno Tavares, a 20-year-old 

medical student, was saddened to 
see the flag coming down. 

"I guess I have to feel that way 
because itis the nationalistic thing 
to do." Tavares said. "You know, 
there was a time when the world 
was divided between Spain and 
Portugal." 

Student Sare Freitas com-

plained Portugal was leaving little 
· behind but beautiful, Mediterra
nean-style buildings. 

"How can this be Portugal when 
nobody speaks Portuguese?" she 
asked. "Macau is so Chinese al
ready that nobody even speaks 
English." 

Officials were taking no 
chances on security problems, 
with tight controls sealing off the 

handover venue and boat traffic 
restricted in the harbor. 

Police broke up a gathering of 
about 30 visiting practitioners 
of the Falun Gong meditation 
sect, which is banned in main
land China but legal in Macau 
and Hong Kong. Authorities re
moved the demonstrators but 
would not say what they had 
done with them. 
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BEIJING (AP) - Japanese 
and North Korean Red Cross 
officials opened talks Sunday 
0n food aid to the starving 
communist country in a pre
lude to negotiations by their 
estranged governments on 
normalizing- relations. 

Japanese-Red Cross Vice 
President Tadateru Konoe 
thanked Ho Hae Ryong of the 
North Korean society for his 
group's past help in rescuing 
Japanese fishermen stranded 
at sea. This set what one offi
cial described as a "friendly 
atmosphere" for the first of at 
least three scheduled sessions. 

Those discussions were to 
wrap up Monday, giving way 
to meetings between North 
Korean an-d Japanese diplo
mats on setting an agenda to 
open full official relations. 
Although the pair of meetings 
on neutral ground in Beijing 
comes 2 1-2 weeks after Japan 
and North Korea agreed to re
sume normalization talks, suc
cess was not assured. 

North Korea frequently 
criticizes Japan for its brutal 
SO-year occupation of the 
Korean Peninsula and for sup
porting the United States and 
rival South Korea. North Ko-

rean media, controlled by the 
secretive, often b::lligerent 
communist government, 
sounded omino;s Saturday. 

A commentary in Rodong 
Sinmun, the ruling Workers' 
Party newspaper, defended 
North Korea's right to develop 
missiles. Pyongyang's firing 
of a rocket over Japan 15 
months ago raised tensions 
throughout Northeast Asia and 
caused Tokyo to suspend food 
aid to North Korea and freeze 
normalization talks. 

The communist country's 
Korean Central Radio also 
warned Saturday that the im-

Japanese Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi makes a speech during a ministerial level meeting to study measures 
to boost Japanese economy at his official residence in Tokyo Sunday. AP 

Myanmar workers stream back 
to Thailand after deportation 

MAE SOT, Thailand (AP)
My an mar immigrants de
ported from northern Thailand 
are streaming back. despite 
continuing raids by Thai au
thorities on factories harbor
ing illegal laborers. 

Police Lt. Gen. Sorapol 
Payoongveeranoi, deputy of 
immigration police in the 
Thai border town of Mae Sot. 
said some 22,000 Myanmar 
workers had been repatriated 
at that checkpoint since a 
crackdown began in early 
November. but that thousands 
had come back. 

"At the present, we allow 
Myanmar nationals to stay in 
Thailand for only one day. 
However, thousands of them 
illegally stay overnight," he 
told The Associated Press. 

Around 4,000 Myanmar 
workers who have crossed 
back into Thailand are now 
employed again in factories 

and farms around Mae Sot, 
said a prominent local busi
nessman, who did not want to 

be named. 
Jn the past, factories and 

farms in the district employed 
over 50,000 Myanmar work
ers. 

Before the crackdown, up to 
one million illegal immigrants 
stayed in Thailand, which 
wants to cap the number of 
workers from its poor neigh
bors Myanmar, Laos and Cam
bodia at only 106,000 for the 
next two years. 

Efforts in November to send 
workers back to Myanmar 
were complicated by the clo
sure of the long Thai
Myanmar border by Yangon' s 
generals after pro-democrat 
rebels raided the Myanmar 
embassy in Bangkok. 

Myanmar, which is also 
known as Burma, was reluc
tant to take the workers back 

and both countries faced criti
cism from human rights 
groups for their treatment of 
the migrants. 

Now restrictions have eased. 
Residents in Mae Sot, which 
lies 370 kilometers (230 miles) 
northwest of Bangkok, said 
about 200 migrants cross the 
frontier from Myanmar every 
day. 

Many carry clothes and be
longings, indicating they plan 
to stay for awhile. 

Some have border passes 
and arrive by foot over the 
Thai-Myanmar Friendship 
Bridge. Others bribe border 
Thai and Myanmar authorities 
and sneak over the frontier at 
other points illegally. 

''The economic situation is 
very bad in Burma," said one 
migrant, Tin Hla, a father of 
five. "There's no chance to 
earn money to feed my fam
ily. so I come to Thailand." 

provement in relations with 
Tokyo would be wiped out if 
Japanese negotiators brought 
up suspected North Korean 
abductions and other ·'unrea
sonable issues." 

The alleged kidnappings of 
Japanese nationals led Tokyo 
to scuttle normalization talks 
in 1992. 

The Japanese Red Cross del
egates hope to persuade the 
North Korean Red Cross to 
provide information on the ab
ductions as well as discuss 
food aid. Pyongyang has re
peatedly denied the kidnap
ping charges. 

ASIA 

North Korea is entering its 
fifth year of chronic food 
shortages and is in critical 
need of fuel to revive its de
crepit economy. 

Japan wa·s providing as 
much as 67,000 tons of food 
to Pyongyang before the pro
gram was suspended after the 
August 1998 missile test. 

In addition to reaching out to 
Japan, Pyongyang has in recent 
months agreed to stop testing 
missiles to improve relations 
with the United States, whi~h 
has lifted trade sanctions. South 
Korea also has resumed cultural 
exchanges. 

Kim sees better ties. 
with North in 2000 
SEOUL, (Reuters) - South Ko

rean President Kim Dae-jung said 
on Sunday he expected relations 
with North Korea to improve in 
2000with support from the United 
Stat es and Japan. 

··we can expect more changes 
in inter-Korean relations amid 
support from our allies like the 
United States and Japan, reduced 
tensions, and growing cultural 
exchanges," Kim told state-run 
Korea Broadcasting System tele
vision in an interview. 

Kim said the North has shown 
signs or resuming its diplomatic 
ties with the U.S. and Japan, and 
has stopped missile launching. 

He said the fact that about 
150,000 tourists have visited the 
reclusive country through a South 
Korean-backed tourism project 
was the most significant progress 
in South Korea's policy of en
gagement with North Korea. 

Diplomats from Japan and 

Kim Dae-jung 

North Korea are to hold two days 
of meetings in Beijing on Mon
day, part of a flurry of diplomatic 
activity aimed at engaging 
Pyongyang in dialogue. South 
Korea is pursuing a "sunshine 
policy" of engagagement with 
North Korea, while Washington 
is easing economic sanctions 
against it in exchange for a freeze 
on long-range missile tests. 

A 12-year-old Karen boy watches as his twin brother Luther prepares 
to fire an M-16 rifle at their jungle camp of Ka Mar Pa Law in Myanmar 
opposite Thailand's Ratchaburi province. AP 
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Poll shows support for Chuan gov't 

Thai censure debate closes 

Chuan Leekpai 

BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) 
- Opinion polls showed pub
lic support for the Thai gov
ernment of Prime Minister 
Chuan Leekpai as a marathon 
censure debate finally ended 
Sunday after five acrimoni
ous days. 

The government pronounced 
itself confident of winning a 
no-confidence vote set for 
Monday, despite opposition 
claims that ministers had 
failed to address allegations 
of corruption and economic 
mismanagement. 

of being corrupt in office and 
evasive under opposition scru
tiny. 

Chaturon also said the gov
ernment had exaggerated fig
ures showing improvement in 
the Thai economy. 

'"I believe we. as opposition 
parties, have done our best in 
pointing out government's ineffi
ciency to the people," he said. 

The debate was originally 
slated to last three days but 
dragged out amid squabbling 
between lawmakers. 

While the opposition has 
largely recycled old allega
tions, the barrage has bruised 
the reputations of the Tarrin 
and Sanan. 

Tarrin is under fire for his 
handling of a stricken com
mercial bank, where his 
brother was president for 
seven years. Sanan has had to 
defend himself against alle
gations he is '"unusually rich." 

"Every MP in the govern
ment side will vote for us," 
Pan Peungsujarit, the deputy 
government spokesperson, 
told The Associated Press. 

A Thai man distributes leaflets under the backdrop of a poster opposing government's economic policy as 
he joins a protest against Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai's administration outside parliament in Bangkok. AP 

In the Suan Dusit poll, 22.7 
percent of respondents gave 
their unconditional support to 
Chuan's administration. A to
tal of 55. 7 percent expressed 
confidence but said the pre
mier should reshuffle his cabi
net. The remaining 3.2 per
cent had no comment. 

In a poll conducted on Sat
urday by Suan Dusit, a polling 
agency at a higher education 
institute in Bangkok, only 18.4 
percent of 3,394 respondents 
in 36 Thai provinces said they 
opposed the government. No 

margin of error was given. 
The government is gener

ally credited with pulling 
Thailand out of the worst of 
an economic recession that 
struck in 1997 during the 
premiership of the current 
opposition leader Chavalit 
Yongchaiyudh. 

The ruling seven-party coa
lition has a 234-147 majority 
in Parliament and appears as
sured of winning the vote. 
Chuan must call an election 
by Nov. 2000. 

Ministers defended the 
government's track record 
Sunday, before the 

l~i Ii~~~I.IJJ.~ 1IJ snogtin.g< 
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makerwass<::riquslyinJ~i-ed~n . 9l,ose1 aJatec11ightsessi91) 9fa . torial elections in March. . .. 
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}?(llla\ll~t fiangpprgpiul, Al; · northeastern province of Buri in office. 
a mernberq(parliaw~'qtforthe Rapt; ~'tffere.d injuries to his Police found the motorcycle 
rulingDemocratParty,\l/ils hit liver and lungs. Doctors. said thought to have been used by 
three tin1es by t\.VO gunmen his cortditiot1 was serious. . the two gunmen not far from 
riding ;i motorcycle in front of Police suspect the shooting the crime scene and are con-
his Bangkok homeifithe early was due to a conflict related to ducting investigations in 
hoursofSaturday,theBangkok his construction business or Bangkok and Buri Ram, the 
Post reported. political rivalry. Panawat's wife Post reported. 

Pakistan tries to prevent attacks vs Arnericans 
ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (AP) 
- Pakistani authorities arrested 
more than 200 people they fear 
may try to attack U.S. citizens in 
Pakistan, intelligence officials 
said Sunday. 

As well security at Pakistan's 
international airports has been 
tightened to try to track followers 
of Saudi fugitive Osama bin 
Laden, they said. 

They said a series of overnight 
raids in northwestern Peshawar, 
which borders Afghanistan and 
in the federal capital oflslamabad 
resulted in the arrestof200people, 
most of them Afghan nations. 

They have been detained for 
interrogation following reports 
that bin Laden's supporters may 
attack American targets in Paki
stan or use Pakistan as a transit 

route to other attack sites, said the 
officials, who would not be iden
tified. 

Last month six rockets were 
fired in quick succession in 
Islamabad targeting U.S and 
United Nations buildings. The 
attacks occurred just two days 
before U.N. sanctions were im
posed on the Afghanistan's 
Taliban rulers to demand they 
hand over bin Laden for trial ei
ther in the United States or a third 
country on terrorism charges. 

The Taliban refuse to hand over 
bin Laden, saying there is no evi
dence of his involvement in terror
ism and Afghan tradition bars hand
ing over a guest to his enemies. 

The United States accuses bin 
Laden of masterminding two at
tacks on its embassies in East 

Africa last year that resulted in 
the deaths of 224 people, includ
ing 12 Americans. 

In the last two weeks the U.S. 
State Department has issued fresh 
warnings to its citizens saying it 
has evidence of possible attacks 
against U.S. interests during the 
Christmas and New Year's holi
day season. 

Last week,aJordanian national, 
identified as Khalil Sayed, an alias 
for Khalil Deek, was arrested in 
Peshawar and extradited to Jor
dan. He was detained because of 
his links to Bin Laden's Al Qaida 
group. 

Also last week 14 people, al
legedly belonging to the terrorist 
network, were arrested in Jordan 
also in connection with possible 
attacks. 

opposition's top speaker 
Chaturon Chaisaeng made a 
long and scathing address to 
end the debate. 

But both Tarrin and Sanan 
remained the most favored 
candidates for their posts, ac
cording to a poll by the 
Internet research center at 
Bangkok's Assumption Uni
versity. 

He accused Finance Minis
ter Tarrin Nimmanhaeminda 
and Interior Minister Sanan 
Kachornprasart, major figures 
in Chu an' s Democrat Party, 

~===== 

Norio Yoshida looks at new stuffed "Tare-panda" dolls, Japan's newest 
star of the droopy, doe-eyed panda character, at a Tokyo toy shop. 
Despite the stereotypes of drab, humorless businessmen and the 
austere, understated aesthetic of Zen, Japan is the world's capital of 
cute. AP 
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McCain, Forbes OK military gay plan 
WASHINGTON (AP) - The 
Clinton administration's policy 
barring open homosexuals from 
military service works and should 
be preserved. Republican candi
dates Sen. John McCain and Steve 
Forbes said Sunday. 

Both Democrats running for 
president have disowned the 
policy. McCain. a former naval 
officer and prisoner of war in Viet
nam. said he would have senior 
officers review the policy. but 
added. ··1 support the policy. 

I believe that it's working."'The 
administration's .. don't ask, don't 
teir· policy bans gays only if they 
make their homosexuality public. 
The policy was developed as a 
compromise between the 
military's pre-1990s position of 
baning all homosexuals and Presi
dent Clinton's original plan to 
remove restrictions on gay or les
bian service. 

The position of Vice President 
Al Gore. a Vietnam veteran, and 
his Democratic opponent Bill 
Bradley is that people who can be 
firefighters. police officers and 
members of Congress should have 
open access to military service as 
well. 

Gay activists who met with 
Clinton last week said the presi
dent told them the "don't ask, 

Republican presidential hopeful Sen. John McC;;Iin speaks at a town hall meeting in Burlington, Vt., Sunday. 
McCain's military record drew dozens of veterans to the meeting and frank answers drew their support to his 
Republican presidential bid. AP 

don't tell" policy was a failure. 
Both McCain, R-Ariz., and pub

lisher Forbes said those civilian 
jobs cannot be compared to the 
armed forces. "The U.S .. military 
is a very unique culture. People 
live very close togetherundervery 
difficult conditions, "McCain said 
on CNN's "Late Edition." 

He quoted Gen. Colin Powell, 
chiefof staff during the I 991 Per
sian Gulf War, and that war's 
commander on the ground, Gen. 
Norman Schwarzkopf, as saying 
the Clinton policy works toward 
preserving unit cohesion. 

On "Fox News Sunday," Forbes 
said: "The military is not an insti-

tution for social engineering. 
It has a very real role of protect

ing us. It ... operates in very spe
cial circumstances, and therefore 
a president must take heed oflead
ers such as Gen. Powell and Gen. 
Schwarzkopf who say that you 
cannot have open gays in the mili
tary." 

The Republican front-runner, 
Texas Gov. George W. Bush.also 
has endorsed the Clinton policy. 

"The 'don't ask, don't tell' 
policy, despite problems with it -
as there is with every policy that 
has to do with personnel- is work
ing," McCain said. 

"In the context of a political 
campaign," he said, "to change an 
administration position without 
consulting our military leaders I 
think is not the proper approach to 
this very difficult and sensitive 
issue." 

In Burlington, Vt., where 
McCain spoke from on CNN, he 
met and appeared to impress doz
ens of veterans Sunday. "I think 
he speaks from the heart," said 
Peter Fyles of St. Albans, Vt,, a 
1980 graduate of McCain's alma 
mater, the U.S. Naval Academy. 

"He's a no-nonsense candidate, 
and I appreciate the fact that he 
will listen even if someone doesn't 
agree with him." Another veteran, 
George Jaeger of New Haven, 
Conn., told McCain they served 
together 30 years ago. 

Jaeger said he heard what he 
came for from the candidate: "We 
came because he is the only can
didate who is passionately ad
dressing issues that are glaringly 
obvious," Jaeger said. 
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Kenneth Starr 

WASHINGTON (AP) - Ken
neth Starr looked back over the 
year since his investigation led to 
President Clinton's impeachment 
and said Sunday that he should 
have worked harder to inform the 
public about what he was doing. 

The former independent coun
sel also indicated he believes the 
immunity deal Linda Tripp struck 
with his office should have pro
tected her against prosecution on 
state charges in Maryland. 

"It is unusual for an individual 
who has been assisting.a federal 
investigation to then find herself, 
or himself, caught up in a state 
criminal prosecution," Starr said 
onCNN's"LateEdition."TheSen
ate acquitted Clinton in January of 
charges of perjury and obstruction 
of justice that Starr developed and 
forwarded to the House, which the 
House sent to the Senate for trial a 
year ago Sunday. 

During his investigation, Starr 
was criticized for alleged parti
sanship and for leaking informa
tion damaging to the president. 

Asked what he would have done 

differently, Starr said he would 
have met more often with jour
nalists to "try to explain to the 
American public during the height 
of the investigation what it is that 
we were doing." 

"I think it was a mistake not to 
. be informing the American people 
of certain basic facts, and to reit
erate those facts," he said. Starr 
wasn't suggesting that block
buster information should have 
been released. 

The facts he would have ham
mered home, he said, were that 
his investigation was authorized 
by the attorney general, and the 
Justice Department had the same 
information he had about alleged 
violations offederal law. "Those 
were important facts that I should 
have let the American public be
come more aware of," he said. 

Jim Kennedy, spokesman for 
the White House counsel's of
fice, suggested Starr owed the 
public more of an explanation for 
his office's tactics. 

"Perhaps he 'II inform the pub
lic why his deputies handed a tape 
over at midnight in a HoJo's, 
which ended up at Newsweek a 
half-hour later," Kennedy said. 

The newsmagazine obtained 
from one of Starr's deputies con
tents of a crucial tape recording of 
a conversation between Mrs. 
Tripp and Monica Lewinsky . 

Fallout from the impeachment 
caught up to Vice President Al Gore 
in his presidential campaign Sunday, 
when he was asked during a debate 
with opponent Bill Bradley whether 
Clinton's legal expenses should be 
reimbursed by the taxpayers. 
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Gore challenges Bradley: 

'Let's debate twice a week' 
WASHINGTON (AP) - In 
bristling, televised debate, Vice 
President Al Gore challenged 
Bill Bradley on Sunday to can
cel all broadcast advertising in 
their campaign for the Demo
cratic presidential nomination 
and debate twice a week instead, 
an idea the former New Jersey 
senator dismissed as a ridicu
lous ploy. 

Their second network TV con
frontation of the holiday season 
was a testy hour on NBC's 
"Meet the Press." 

Each man told the othernot to 
interrupt, but to no avail amid 
instant denials and rebuttals. 
They argued about health care 
and education, while avoiding 
firm proposals to guarantee the 
long-term financing of Social 
Security. 

Bradley flatly ruled out a future 
increase in the entitlement age for 
benefits, something he earlier said 
he might consider. Gore said he 
would not consider doing it-ever. 
''I'll say ever, sure," he promised. 

Gore said he had never dis
cussed that option when the ad
ministration was considering So
cial Security financing. 

"No one ever did?" Bradley 
said scornfully. "Give me a 
break." Gore didn't spare the 
scorn, either. He sighed loudly 
and laughed sardonically while 
Bradley was describing his pro
posal to replace Medi\;aid with a 
subsidized health insurance pro
gram to help many of the nation's 
44 million uninsured buy cover~ 
age. 

Gore called the plan flawed 
and too costly. "Wrong, th.it's not 
correct .... False," Bradley 
snapped when Gore said his health 
insurance proposal would under
mine coverage of the needy. 

Bradley said his plan would 
cover everybody while Gore's 
would help only 7 million of the 
uninsured-a figure the vice presi
dent disputed. 

A diffident debater when he 
and Gore first met in Hanover, 
N.H., seven weeks ago, Bradley 
came on strong in rebuttal and 
retort Friday night, in a rematch 
broadcast on ABC's "Nightline," 
and stronger still on "Meet the 
Press." 

Sitting side by side, in blue suits 
and red patterned neckties, Gore 
issued his ad-ban challenge when 
one of Bradley's key issues came 
up: campaign finance reform. 

Bradley sought to dramatize his 
stand against big money politics 
by shaking hands with Republi
can Sen. John McCain in New 
Hampshire on a joint pledge to 
forgo the use of unregulated 
campaign funds funneled 
through the political parties, the 
soft money they, and Gore, say 
should be banned. 

Campaign reform is playing 
well in New Hampshire, which 
holds the first presidential pri
mary on Feb. l, and there, Bra
dley is running even or better 
with Gore in the public opinion 
polls. 

Nationally, Gore is far ahead, 
53 percent to 28 in a CBS News 
poll of Democrats. Gore said 
neither he nor Bradley would 
reject the use of soft money for 
the 2000 Democratic ticket un
less the Republican nominee did 
so, too. 

So, he said, they have exactly 
the same position. Then he is
sued his challenge, saying, "We 
don't have to wait for the Re
publican nominee to be picked, 

Bill. I'll make you this offer 
right now: If you will agree, I will 
stop running all television and 
radio commercials until this nomi
nation is decided." "It sounds to 
me like you 're having trouble rais
ing money," Bradley said to Gore, 
who has had to trim campaign 
spending in the past couple of 
months to ensure he doesn't run 
out of funds. 

"No, as a matter of fact, I'm 
not," Gore said. "I mean, this is a 
ridiculous proposal," saiq Brad
ley. He said ads are one of the 
ways he communicates with 
people. "In 30-second commer
cials?" Gore asked. 

"That's not so difficult if you 
know what you believe," Bradley 
said. Then Gore added part two of 
his proposition - twice-weekly 
debates between them. "It's ri
diculous," Bradley said. 

"We're having debates .... The 
point is, Al, and I don't know if 
you get this, but a political cam
paign is not just a performance for 
people, which is what this is, but 
it is rather, a dialogue." Gore 
pressed on. 

'Tm willing to do it right now, 
if you 're willing to shake on it," 
Gore said, and stuck out his hand. 
Bradley looked down at the hand, 
left it alone. "Al, that's good," he 
said. "I like that hand. 

But the answer is no. "To come 
here, shake my hand, that's noth
ing bu ta ploy." An ad-free Demo
cratic campaign would be advan-

. tageous to the winner in a nomi
nation contest that could be settled 
before spring. 

Both candidates are subject to 
spending limits, about $40 mil
lion, for campaigning prior to the 
Democratic national convention 
in August. 

An expensive primary cam
paign will cost funds that will be 
needed in the spring and early 
summer, especially should Gov. 
George W. Bush hold his Repub
lican lead. 

Bush is not accepting the fed
eral campaign funds both Demo
crats are receiving, and therefore 
is not subject to the spending ceil
ing. 

Bradley did ask Gore for a com
mitment not to use negative at
tack ads. "Absolutely," Gore re
plied. 

In his debate closing statement, 
Gore said experience and a will
ingness to fight for working people 
are central issues in his campaign. 

"I think that we offer different 
styles ofleadership," Bradley said. 
"I think that's what the people 
have to choose." 

Democratic presidential candidates Bill Bradley (left) and Vice President Al Gore debate on the set of NBC's 
"Meet the Press" television program, in Washington Sunday. AP 

Family Violence 
Village Meetings 

The Family Violence Task Force will be sponsoring village 
meetings to give the community an opportunity to share concerns, make 

suggestions, and learn more about family violence. 
Let us work together to protect our families and community. 

~ 
Chalan Kanoa 
Koblerville 
Dandan 
Kagman 
Tanapag 
Garapan 

Schedule of Village Meetings: 

Date 

1zn199 
1zn199 
12/14199 
12/14199 
12/21/99 
12/21/99 

7-8p.m. 
7-8 p.m. 
7-8 p.m. 
7-8 p.m. 
7-8 p.m. 
7-8 p.m. 

Location 

Karidat Youth Center 
Lot Next to the Koblerville Fire Station 
San Vicente Church Social Hall 
Kagman II Pavillion 
Tanapag Elementary School 
Kristo Rai Social Hall 

. ~\~\$ 
\\\~ * Why victims stay 

* Effects of Domestic Violence on Children 
* Available Services 
* Legal Information 

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE! 
For more information, please call any of the following: 

Blume! Ada: 664-2355 
John Aguon: 664-4583 
Michelle Rasa: 322-7469 

Jenny Villagomez: 664-4550 

1bis project is supported by Grant No. 1999-WR-VX-0002 under /be Rural Domestic 
Violence and Child Viclimizalion Enforcemerzt Program received through a subgranl 

award from the Criminal justice Plflnning Agency Supemisory Council. 
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Inmates await fate 
after standoff ends 
ST. MARTINVILLE, Loui
siana (AP) - A warden held 
hostage by six inmates for 
nearly a week said Sunday he 
wasn't seriously hurt during 
the ordeal. tho~gh he neve~ 
doubted his captors' threats 
of violence. 

"When someone is holding 
a knife to your throat. yo~ 
believe him." Warden Todd 
Louvierre said at a news con
ference. 

Five Cubans and one Baha
mian surrendered peacefully 
late Saturday at the St. Martin 
Parish jail. freeing the war
den, a female guard and five 
female inmates~ 

The mother of one of the 
Cubans said she was assured a 
deal had been cut. 

"They surrendered because 
they are going to Cuba,'' said 
Mercedes Villar, who had 
been credited by FBI spokes
man Charles Mathews with 
persuading her son, Roberto 
Villar-Gana, and the others to 
give up. 

Ms. Villar said she saw a 
document on Immigration and 
Naturalization Service statio
nery that said the five Cubans 
who surrendered Saturday and 
one who gave up Thurs status, 
nor any explanation of where 
the hostage-takers were being 
held. 

NATION 

At the news conference the 
warden had a black eye and a 
welt on his cheek that he said 
he suffered when he was cap
tured Dec. 13 while trying to 
radio for help. 

Charles Mathews, head of 
the FBI office in New Orleans, 
would not confirm an agree
ment and refused to let an INS 
spokeswoman answer ques
tions about an agreement. 

St. Martin Parish Sheriff Charles Fuselier (left) and St. Martin Parish Jail Warden Todd Louvierre (right) at 
a news conference Sunday in St. Martinville, La., outside the jail where Louvierre had been held hostage by 
inmates until they surrendered peacefully late Saturday. AP 

''Besides what you see on 
my face, they didn't do any
thing, and that's really noth
ing," Louvierre said. 

On Sunday, the FBI in 
Washington referred ques
tions to the Justice Depart
ment, where officials did not 
return calls. Calls to INS 
spokesmen also were not re
turned. 

Berger urges caution over holidays 
There was still no confirmation 

Sunday of whether any of the 
hostage-takers had won their de
mand to be sent to Cuba. 

Most were convicted felons 
being held for deportation, 
caught in a legal limbo be
cause the United States did 
not want them on the streets 
and Cuba would not take them 
back. 

There also was no immedi
ate confirmation from Cuba. 
Government offices 1n Havana 
were closed Sunday and calls 
to the office of Foreign Min
is try spokesman Alejandro 
Gonzalez rang unanswered. 

WASHING TON (AP)- Presi
dent Clinton's national security 
adviser urged Americans to be 
"vigilant" against potential ter
rorist attacks at home and abroad 
over the holidays. 

Sandy Berger, head of the Na
tional Security Council, said 
Sunday that authorities- still 
were seeking to determine 
whether an Algerian arrested for 

WITH SINCERE APPRECIATION AND PROFOUND GRATITUDE ... 
Extend to our relatives, friends and 
acquitances from Saipan, Chuuk, Guam, 
Oregon and afar for all the kind words of 
sympathy and generous support offered to 
us during our time of sorrow in the loss of 
our most loving father. 

We appreciate your presence and prayers 
during his illness and until his death and 
at the nightly rosary and most especially at 
the funeral services of our beloved father 
and grandfather. 

We are truly blessed and grateful to be 
recipients of your compassions 
generosity. You will always be 
remembered in our hearts and prayers. 

The family invites all relatives and friends 
to join them on the final day of rosary 
and mass on Tuesday, December 21, 1999 
at 5:00 p.m. at St. Jude Church. 
After mass, diIU1er will be served at 
his son's house James N. Kaniki at 
Lower Dandan Village. 

'/,{11, :/)~ .Na Si 'l/u'ud- Ma'cu.e 
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allegedly bringing a trunkful of 
bomb-making explosives into 
Washington state was part of a 
terrorist network. 

"We 're not aware of any other 
specific threat against particular 
targets in the United States," 
Berger said on CBS' "Face the 
Nation." 

"Obviously,ifthatchanges we'll 
alert the American people." Nev
ertheless, Bergerasked listeners to 
report suspicious packages or ac
tivities to the police and to take 
extra care when traveling abroad 
during the New Year period. 

The State Department previ
ously issued a terrorism alert for 
U.S. travelers. "This is a period of 
heightened risk of terrorist ac
tions involving Americans," 
Berger said. 

"I would say Americans should 
be vigilant as they go about their 

Sandy Berger 

plans for the New Years." On 
other topics, Berger said 
Baghdad's rejection of a U .N. plan 
to resume weapons inspections 
would help solidify support for 
sanctions against Iraq and he ex
pressed optimism about the pros
pects for peace between Syria and 
Israel. 

Barbara BuS"h says keep 
abortion off party platform 
WASHINGTON, (Reuters) -
Former first lady Barbara Bush 
said Sunday there was nothing 
any president could do about 
abortion and that the volatile 
issue should not be part of the 
presidential campaign. 

"I believe in states rights. I 
don't think (abortion) should be 
in the national platform," Bush 
said. 

"There's nothing a 'president 
can do about it anyway, in all 
honesty. The law is there." The · 
Republican party's official plat
form has long called for a ban on 
all abortion, despite the 1973 
Roe vs. Wade ruling from the 
Supreme Court legalising the 
procedure. 

Bush spoke in an interview 
with ABC's "This Week," 
which was taped at the Hous
ton home of the ex-first lady 
and former President George 
Bush - parents of Republican 
presidential front-runner and 

Texas Gov. George W. Bush. 
Laura Bush, wife of the gov
ernor, said, ''I think we should 
work together some way to 
try to reduce abortion." Speak
ing alongside her mother-in
law, Laura Bush said adop
tions have doubled in Texas 
since 1997 because of her · 
husband's efforts to stream
line the process. 

ABC said it was the two Bush 
wives' "only interview to
gether." Asked about recent 
questions from the media about 
herson'sintellect,BarbaraBush 
insisted that he is "very smart" 
and said the controversy "irri
tates" her. 

"I've seen him get into three 
tough schools and graduate ... 
and be a great success in busi
ness," Bush said. 

"I'm going to tell you the 
truth, that irritates me a little 
because they are trying to lay a 
label on him that just is not true. 
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Venezuela death toll: 5,000 
LA GUAIRA, Venezuela, 
(Reuters) - Thousands _of people 
have died in mudslides and flash 
floods that swamped Venezuela's 
scenic Caribbean coast, burying 
towns under tons of mud and boul
ders, a government minister said 
on Sunday. 

"There are thousands of people 
missing and unfortunately there 
are thousands of people dead," 
Foreign Minister Jose Vicente 
Rangel told Colombia's RCN ra
dio network. 

Another 200,000 people were 
made homeless by the South 
American country's worst natu
ral disaster this century and the 
biggest such tragedy in Latin 
America since Hurricane Mitch 

killed more than 9,000people and 
left 2 million homeless in Central 
America in October 1998. 

Worst hit was the thin coastal 
strip of Vargas state, home to 
about 350,000 people just north 
of the capital Caracas, which was 
the scene of an exodus of thou
sands of refugees by air, land and 
sea comparable to the evacuation 
of a war zone. 

Rangel 's remarks were the first 
official recognition that the death 
toll caused by torrential rains 
Wednesday and Thursday could 
run into thousands. 

They corroborated versions 
from survivors who spoke of 
whole settlements engulfed by a 
wave of earth and rocks that 

crashed down from the coastal 
mountain range rising sharply to 
8,300 feet (2,800 meters) from 
the sea. 

"I have good reason to think 
there are bodies which we'll never 
find, who knows how many," 
President Hugo Chavez said. 

With officials hinting that bui !d
ings in most of Vargas state would 
have to be razed, the government 
launched a massive air-and-sea 
military rescue operation involv
ing 12,000 troops, about 40 heli
copters and several warships. 

Huge lines of people snaked 
across ravaged beaches tq board 
navy ships which edged their 
prows onto the shore. Once on 
board, families huddled in groups, 

Volunteers help distributing water bottles at a refugee shelter for flooding and mudslides survivors in 
Caracas. Venezuela's torrential rains and landslides left more than 5,000 dead. AP 

enezuelans blame gov't for deaths 
CARACAS, Venezuela(AP)
Besides sorrow, many Venezu
elans also feel anger over the 
mudslidedisasterthatkilled more 
than 5,000 people. They say the 
deaths could have been avoided 
if the government did its job. 

"This is a catastrophe of great 
magnitude, butitisalsoatragedy 
that was predictable," said 
Xiomara Tortoza, a community 
organizer in Caracas' slums. 
Nearly half of Caracas' six mil
lion people live in shacks perched 
precariously on the slopes of a 
mountain that separates the capi
tal from the Caribbean Sea. 

Tens of thousands more live on 
the other side of Mount Avila 
near the port city of La Guaira. 

Many houses, patched together 
with tin sheets, clay blocks, wood 
or even mud, ru-e stacked on top 
ofeachotherintheteemingslums 
like shaky dominos. Experts say 
people shouldn't be living on the 
mountainside at all, since iL~ sur
face often gives way and heavy 
rains and mudslides are common. 

The shacks themselves are so 
flimsy they collapse easily. It was 
not immediately clear if govern
ment officials were aware that the 
residents on Mount Avila were in 
danger because of unusually heavy 
rains last week, or if anyone in the 
government issued any wrunings 
to evacuate. 

Millions of poor Venezuelans 
illegally invaded the mountain in 
recent decades, setting up home on 
the only land that is free. 

"Sure I knew it was dangerous. 
But it's the land I live on. Only the 
rich get to choose" said Andres 
Eloy Guillen, 32. 

The invasions started several 
decades ago when waves of poor 
people migrated to the capital of 
this oil-rich South American na
tion in search of work and a better 
life. Government officials tried 
sporadically to oust them, but their 
efforts were disorganized and they 
never developed an effective hous
ing plan to relocate the migrants. 

Once squatter communities were 
firmly established. authorities 

helped consolidate them by grant
ing home improvement loans, 
installing public water systems 
ancl providing other services. 

Enforcement of housing codes 
was unheard of. Todav. the 
capital's population h,;, ex
ploded, hundreds of slums cover 
Mount Avila and deadly land
slides are common. "We live in a 
constant state of emergency," 
Tortoza said. 

President Hugo Chavez said 
the disaster will speed up his 
government's plan to relocate 
hundreds of thousands of poor 
urban dwellers to vast expanses 
of open space in eastern Amazon 
rain forests and the southern Great 
Plains. But the rich didn't escape 
the tragedy entirely. 

Engineer Markus Hillman says 
government officials were bribed 
to allow the construction of up
scale neighborhoods in danger
ous zones at the foot of Mount 
Avila on the Caribbean coast. 
Now most are buiied under mud 
and boulders. 

Venezuelan Marines carry an injured woman onto a Navy ferry in 
Caraballeda, Vargas Sunday. Vargas was the region hardest hit by last 
Wednesday's floods. AP 

some clustered around the empty · 
gun mounts. 

Once at La Guaira port the 
ships disgorged their disoriented 
and confused human cargo. They 
forded still powerful streams and 
walked through the rutted tracks 
left by heavy machinery. 

Few seemed to know where they 
were going. Amid widespread 
looting and reports of shootings 
in Vargas, the government warned 
that it would take ·'the necessary 
measures·· to restore public order. 

In a televised address Deputy 
Interior and Justice Minister 
Alexis Aponte also denied 
rumours that food and basic ne
cessities were in short supply and 
called on Venezuelans to desist 
from panic buying. 

Chavez, a former army colonel. 
took personal command of the 
rescue operation and said many 
of the bodies had not been identi
fied. Burials were delayed by the 
fact that most of the Vargas cem
eteries lay under yards (meters) 
of mud. 

At Caracas' main graveyard, 
workers knocked down the main 
gates to allow in a truck carrying 
85 bodies wrapped in green plas
tic bags. 

They were placed in gray cas
kets and buried in graves marked 
by a bunch of flowers and a con
crete slab bearing a number. City 
cemeteries Director Marcos 

Pantoja said another 1,500 graves 
were being dug to receive the · 
victims. 

At Simon Bolivar international 
airport, near La duaira, dozens of 
helicopters buzzed in and out car
rying the injured and elderly from 
areas inaccessible by land. 

"I've spent three days on the 
mountain. I haven 'tea ten a thing." 
said 60-year-old Rafaela Vargas. 
"My house was flattened, my hus
band was killed. I'm all alone." 
she sobbed. clutching a tom rag in 
her hand. - -

In Carmen Jc Uria, a town of 
7.000 people 10 miles (16 km) 
east of La Guaira. virtually every 
house was either totally covered 
in debris or partially destroyed. 
Dozens of crosses improvised 
from driftwood and wire dotted 
the muddy streets. 

··Half the town is dead, it's now 
a cemetery," said Fulgencio 
Villaruel, a middle-aged man 
searching for coconuts along the 
shore for thirsty young children. 

As survivors waited to be air
lifted to safety, health officials 
warned of growing health risks in 
an area without power and run
ning water. 

"TI1e risk of dengue, cholera, 
gangrene outbreaks is very high 
because there are 1,000 or 2.000 
bodies undcrthc mud," Red Cross 
volunteer Jonathan Marques said 
in Carmen de Uria. 
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Early election results: 

Centrists gain in Russia 
MOSCOW (AP)-Centrist par
ties made major gains Sunday in 
parliamentary elections in an ap
parent breakthrough that could 
change the face of Russian poli
tics and boost hopes for economic 
reform, accordingtoearlyresults. 

The election for the State Duma, 
the lower chamber of parliament, 
also appeared to be a major step 
forward for Prime Minister 
Vladimir Putin's hopes of suc
ceeding President Boris Yeltsin. 
A pro-Putin party soared in the 
election, benefiting from his han
dling of the war in Chechnya and 
his promise to give the country 
strong leadership and restore na
_ti onal pride. 

With 28 percent of votes 
counted, Unity was ahead with 26 
percent, followed by the Commu
nists with 25 percent, election of
ficials said. 

The results suggested that Rus
sians were willing to continue with 
some type of democratic and mar
ket reforms, even though the 
economy is in shambles. That 
would be a surprise since many 
Russians see market reforms as a 
failure that have made their Jives 
worse since the Soviet collapse. 

"For the first time in IO years 
the Duma will not be controlled 
by the Communists. This victory 
is hard to overestimate," said 
former premier Sergei Kiriyenko, 

Moscow's mayor and a co-leader of the Fatherland-All Russia move
ment Yuri Luzhkov with his two daughters casts his ballot at the polling 
station in Moscow Sunday. Choosing from a broad spectrum of 26 
parties, voters across Russia cast ballots Sunday for a new lower 
house of parliament. AP 

Barak ·says Syria's 
serious about peace 
JERUSALEM (AP) - Syria is 
serious about negotiatjons and 
ready to make peace, Israeli Prime 
Minister Ehud Barak told his 
Cabinet on Sunday in its first 
meeting since his rerurn from a 
Washington summit with Syria's 
foreign minister. 

The next step, Barak said, is a 
document of principles outlining 
an end to the 51-year state of war 
between the two countries. 

His spokeswoman Merav Parsi
Tsadok gave details of Barak's 
comments to a Cabinet divided 
over the expected price of peace 
with Syria - returning the strate
gic Golan Heights that Israel cap
tured in 1967. 

Barak wants "something that 
is between a general one-page 

declaration of principles and a 
peace accord that will be many, 
many pages," Parsi-Tsadok 
said. She said the document 
would be based on understand
ings reached between Syrian 
President Hafez Assad and a 
succession of Israeli govern
ments since contacts with Syria 
were first made in 1991. 

Barak told his ministers that 
"there is a readiness and seri
ousness on both sides" to reach 
an accord, Parsi-Tsadok said. 

She would not say how Jong it 
would take, and did not rule out 
the possibility that Barak would 
leave some of the work in the next 
round of talks to lower-level ne
gotiators while he returned to Is
rael. 

leader of the Union of Right 
Forces, one of the four centrist 
groups. 

The four centrist parties looked 
set to take 48 percent of the vote, 
according to early results. The 
actual distribution of seats could 
be different because half are de
cided on party lists and half on 
races in individual constituencies. 

If confirmed, the three-month
old Unity party's performance 
would be an astonishing feat. . 

Like many voters, retired 
economist-Lydia Alexeyeva said 
she backed Unity because she 
believes it would revive the 
economy and ensure stability. 

"These are healthy young 
people, who always strive for vic
tory ," she said of the party after 
casting her vote. 

Where Putin; a former KGB 
officer, has been the strongest 
public advocate for a merciless 
offensive against Chechen mili
tants, Unity leader Sergei Shoigu, 
who heads the Emergency Situa
tions Ministry, has been credited 
with helping handle the humani
tarian crisis unleashed by the war. 

Most of the main parties said 
during the election campaign that 
they alone could provide the tough 
leadership many Russians want 
to crack down on rampant corrup
tion and ensure stability. But Putin 
and Shoigu appeared to have won 
the contest. 

"Wherever Shoigu is, there is 
order," said Yevgeny Ishchenko, 
a Cossack leader in the southern 
city of Azov. "Wherever people 

Vladimir Putin 

suffer, he comes to help." 
Yeltsin has said he wants to be 

succeeded by Putin. The Kremlin 
helped form Unity in September, 
providing.it with funds and exten
sive support on state-controlled 
TV. A Duma dominated by cen
trist parties will be a major boost 
for the Kremlin, which has at
tempted to build a market 
economy. 

The other new force in Russian 
politics, the Fatherland-All Rus
sia party, appeared to be doing 
worse than expected with about 8 
percent of the vote, according to 
early results. The centrist party is 
headed by ex-premier Yevgeny 
Primakov and Moscow Mayor 
Yuri Luzhkov, both prominent 
opponents of the Yeltsin admin
istration. 

In another surprise, the Union 
of Right Forces, representing sev
eral young politicians who are the 
strongest advocates of market re
form, was getting 9 percent of the 
vote, the results showed. The party 

had been ex~ected to fare much 
worse. 

The social-democratic Yabloko 
party had 6 percent of the vote 
while the bloc of ultranationalist 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky had about 
7 percent, the results showed. 

The rest of the 26 parties com
peting in the race did not win the 
minimum 5 percent of votes nec
essary to get into the Jegislatt,ire. 
However, they could' still have 
some representation because half 
of the Duma seats are determined . 
by races between individual can
didates-'- some of whom are in
dependents and others .who are 
affiliated with parties. · 

While they may take up to half 
the seats in the Duma, the four 
centrist parties may not be able to 
form an alliance. Several of the 
centrist leaders are rivals for the 
presidency. 

Nor are the ·centrists' track 
. records as spotless as voters would 
like. Several prominent centrists 
have been dogged by corruption 
allegations, and Fatherland's and 
Unity's ranks include provincial 
governors with reputations for 
autocratic rule and election-tam
pering. 

Still, the centrists' strong show
ing should transform the Duma, 
which for the past four years was 
dominated by a Communist ma
jority and locked in a bitter fight 
with Yeltsin that stymied efforts 
at effective legislation. 

-Tumoutamong the roughly 107 
million registered voters was 
about 60 percent. 
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Iraq nervous about new bombings 
BAGHDAD, I~aq (AP) - Ner
vous residents in Baghdad won
dered Sunday if the government's 
denunciation ofa new U.N. policy 
toward their nation would prompt 
another round of U.S. bombings 
like those that devastated the capi
tal a year ago. 

Some said the United States has 
been looking for an excuse to bomb 
Iraq. Others said Iraqis are well 
versed in preparing for the worst. 

. . 

"We have learned to stock up 
on food and other needs when
ever the situation gets tense be
tween Iraq and America," 45-
year-old Jalal Abbas said while 
shopping in a downtown market. 

"I cannot hide my fears of an 
American act of aggression, but 
what can we do?" Adding to the 
tension has been recently dete
riorating power and telephone 
service, a reminder of past gov-

ernment action to dismantle 
power-generating and commu
nication centers when rhetoric 
and expectations of an attack 
would rise. 

The cause of the utility 
troubles could not be confirmed. 
The resolution approved Friday 
by the Security Council would 
return weapons inspectors to 
Iraq and improve the oil-for
food program. 
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'Stuart Little' tops box office 
LOS ANGELES (AP)-"Stuart 
Little" was the mouse that roared 
at the box office this weekend. 

The film version of the E.B. 
White children's book about a 
talking mouse adopted by a hu
man family scampered to No. I, 
taking in an estimated $15.4 mil
lion, according to studio figures 
released Sunday. 

This weekend's strong show
ing for the top IO films continues 
a record-breaking run for Holly
wood. Annual box office receipts 
are expected to top $7.5 billion, 
smashing last year's record $6.9 
billion. 

Moviegoing audiences are ex
pected to remain heavy through 
the holidays with the opening of 
several anticipated films, among 

them: "The Talented Mr. Ripley," 
starring Matt Damon and 
Gwyneth Paltrow; "Man on the 
Moon," with Jim Carrey playing 
the late comic Andy Kaufman; 
and "Snow Falling on Cedars." 

"This holiday season is really 
going to send us out on a high 
note, no doubt about it," said Paul 
Dergarabedian, president of Ex
hibitor Relations Co., a Los An
geles box office tracking firm. 
"People want to be entertained, 
they've been getting what they 
want, and they just keep going 
back." . 

The strength of the "Stuart 
Little" debut elated executives at 
Columbia Pictures, who hope it 
evolves into a serial franchise 
among children's films. 

"I think that we struck a chord 
with families," said &I Russell, 
Columbia's executive vice presi
dent of publicity. "It's just good, 
fun, family entertainment." 

Family fare dominated the Fri
day-through-Sunday numbers, 
with three such movies in the top 
five. "Toy Story 2" in its fifth 
week was third behind 'The Green 
Mile" with Tom Hanks. "Bicen
tennial Man," in which Robin 
Williams plays a robot, tied for 
fourth in its debut week with 
"Deuce Bigalow: Male Gigolo." 

It's no surprise films geared 
toward children were popular this 
weekend, Dergarabedian said. 

Families typically head to the
aters during the holiday season, 
when parents spend more time at 

A scene from the Bond movie 'Tomorrow Never Dies' which was released in 1997, with Desmond L/ewelyn 
as Q and Pierce Brosnan as 007 James Bond. The85-year-old L/ewelyn died ina head-on car crash in East 
Sussex. AP 

Guam ... 
Continued from page 4 

cidedtomakeheractingAG ... that 
falls flat on the face of a Constitu
tional requirement-the Senate 
advice and consent," Arriola said. 

In order to avoid the Constitu
tional requirement, Arriola said, 
the governor temporarily appoints 
Kara every 30 days which is in 
violation of the Constitution, the 
supreme law in the CNMI. 

"Any statute that sort of goes in 
conflict with the Constitution has 
to be considered unconstitu
tional," said Arriol_a in an inter
view. 

The lawyer said without even 
Senate confirmation, Kara is get
ting $70,000 in pay checks annu
ally, which is the salary for the 
AG position. 

Arriola explained that what 
makes the appointment of acting 
AG every 30 days not genuine 
begins when the Senate is not 

No more ... 
Continued from page 4 

makers have agreed to come up 
with the legislation following nu
merous complaints from several 
legislators about disapproved 
fund requests for travel and tent 

given the opportunity. 
"It triggers the moment a nomi

nation is made. And Maya (Kara) 
was nominated and she was re
jected twice," Arriola said. "Now 
let us look at the genuineness of 
this whole act. .. and the only con
dusion you can make is it's cir
cumventing the Constirution." 

Atalig said the practice of tem
porary appointment of acting AG 
scheme was also done by the pre
vious administration. 

The only difference, Atalig 
pointed out, C. Sebastian Aloot 
who served as acting AG during 
the previous administration did 
not meet the residency require
ment. 

'That's why they developed the 
scheme to appoint acting AG," 
Atalig said, adding that Aloot was 
never never submitted for confir
mation to the Senate and that his 
case was never questioned in court. 

In Kara's case, Atalig said, it is 
so obvious because the Senate 
rejected her. 

Sosebee basically asserted that 

rentals. 
"Our argument here is that 

we agree that there should 
be a set policy which was 
not there in the past on ex
actly what the Legislature's 
intent or the Constitution 
intended as far as public 
purpose (is concerned)," 
Benavente said. 

the appointment of Kara is consti
tutional because the governor has 
the authority to temporarily ap
point acting AG of up to 30 days 
pursuant to the law. 

When the judge cited a specific 
case in which the appointment of 
acting AG occurred after 31 days, 
Sosebee responded that he may 
remind the governor about his 
calendar. 

Manibusan also asked Sosebee: 
"Does 445 days (period of Kara's 
designation as acting AG) not tak
ing the authority of the Senate?" 

Sosebee said the Legislature 
should first change the law con
sidering that "they change the law 
everyday." 

Atalig said the governor is man
dated by the Constitution to ap
point AG not acting AG. 

"We're playing games here," 
Atalig stressed. 

The other motion for summary 
judgment filed by Kara was re
lated to Demapan 's alleged ille
gal lottery license. The issue was 
also placed under advisement. 

To be included in the legisla
tion is a proposed deadline for 
lawmakers to settle their pending 
bills. 

"We need to take care of the 
previous billings that we have, 
which we were led to believe 
would have been paid (by the 
government)," the speaker 
said. 

home and children are out of 
school, he said. 

"Parents look at a movie like 
that and it's a natural," 
Dergarabedian said. "They feel 
safe taking their kids. They know 
they 're going to be entertained." 

"Anna and the King" starring 
Jodi Foster and Chow Yun-Fat, 
brought in $5.1 million to finish 
No. 6 during its opening weekend. 

"Anna and the King's" sixth
place debut isn't disappointing 
because it's competing with sev
eral blockbuster films, said Bob 
Baron of A.C. Nielsen EDI, a box 
office tracking firm in Los Ange
les. 

"Magnolia,"· which has some 
critics buzzing about an Oscar
worthy performance by Tom 
Cruise, opened in seven theaters 
in New York and Los Angeles, 
taking in $184,000, for a per
screen-average of more than 
$26,000. The film, about a day in 

Arriola . .. 
Continued from page 3 

court's order "finding that the is
suance of subpoena in this case 
was in and of itself a sanctionable 
conduct, a greater purpose has 
been achieved in that counsels are 
expected to follow this court's 

Man ... 
Continued from page 3 

dant to pay $1,000 fine and per
form 500 hours of community 
work service. 

In addition, Lizama said, Yam it 
shall register as a sex offender 
with the Probation Office pursu
ant to Public Law 11-104. 

·Toe Attorney General's Office 
charged the defendant with child 
abuse ,md sexual abuse of a child. 

the lives of nine characters in 
Southern California's San 
Fernando Valley, opens for gen
eral release Jan. 7. 

Following are weekend esti
mates as reported by studios. Fi
nal figures are to be released 
Monday: 

I. "Stuart Little," $15.4 mil
lion. 

2. "The Green Mile," $12.6 
million. 

3. "ToyStory2,"$12.I million. 
4. "Bicentennial Man," $8.3 

million. 
4. (Tie) "Deuce Bigalow: Male 

Gigolo," $8.3 million. 
6. "Anna and the King," $5.1 

million. 
7. "The World is Not Enough," 

$4 million. 
8. "Sleepy Hollow," $3 mil

lion. 
9. "End of Days," $2.9 million. 
10. "The Bone Collector," $1 

million. 

rules regarding the same." 
Arriola said Manibusan basi

cally is telling Bellas not to sanc
tion him financially. 

"At the moment we (him and 
counsel Ted Mitchell) are still 
trying to figure out if we should 
go forward (appeal). If there's no 
financial sanction here well... .. .it's 
just really a waste of everybody's 
time," Arriola added. 

Yamit and counsel Antonio 
Atalig entered into a plea agree
ment with the government repre
sented by Assistant Attorney 
General Ramona V. Manglona. 

Yamit pleaded guilty to child 
abuse. In return, the government 
recommended the dismissal of 
the remaining charge, to which 
the court granted. 

Coun; records showed that in 
Nov. 1997 Yamit ''did engage in 
an act of sexual molestation with 
the child ... " 

APARTMENT /HOUSE FOR RENT 
I I 

2-3 & 4 BEDROOM HOUSE 
1 & 2 BEDROOM APARTMENT 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CAU: Ta. # 322-3366/5558 FAX: 322-3888 

APARTMENT FOR RENT 
Quiet Two (2) Bedrooms • Swimming Pool Tennis Court 

l~ij~@imil:1.~tl 
235-5686 (8:30 AM to 5:30 PM Wcekda s) 2.J5.96l~ l.l-1-5849 (6:00 PM lo 9:00 P.lf, Em day Including Sat. & Sun.) 

SPECTACULAR VIEWS 
· House Lots for Lease• 1,500 sq. m. lots• 

Mt. Tapuchao • View Managaha Islands • 
Road Access • Electricity • Water 

• Payment Accepted • 54.95 year lea~e 
Please can · Lisa at Tel. 234-5684 
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Classified Ads· Section 

Employment Wanted 

•lliiltli 
· · Job Vacancy · 

· Announcement · 

PUBUC NOTICE 
All Interested resident workers are 

urged to register at the 
Dept. of Labor & Immigration, 

Division of Employment Services for 
the job/s being advertised In which 

you are qualified and avolloble. 
For further assistance, 

please call Alfred A. Pangelinan at 
Tel. 664-2078. 

10 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR
Salary:S3.05 per hour 
Contact: EUAOTEX SPN. INC. Tel. 234-
5277(12/21 )T82058 

01 (SERVICE CUSTOMER) MAN
AG ER-Salary:S9.62 per hour 
Contact: 3-H CORPORATION dba Tape 
Shopping Tel. 234-2500(12/21)T33766 

04 WAITRESS-Salary:S3.05-4.00 per 
hour 
Contact: NIPPON GENERAL TRADING 
CORPORATION dba Country House 
Restaurant Tel. 233-8223(12/ 
21)T33770 

01 AUW MECHANIC-Salary:S3.50 per 
hour 
Contact: GEM MANAGEMENT SER
VICES INC. dba Aajamsbelle Auto Parts 
& Service Tel. 235-8656(12/21)T33772 

04 MACHINE REPAIRER, J\1AINTE
NANCE-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
01 GENERAL MANAGER-Sal-
ary:SB00.00 per month 
Contact: E TOURS, INC. dba Saipan E 
Tours Tel. 235-8815(12121)T33774 

04 MARKER-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
07 CUTTER, MACHINE-Salary:$3.05 
per hour 
01 ASSEMBLER-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
03 QUALITY CONTROL CHECKER
Salary:S3.05 per hour 
03 BUTTONHOLE MACHINE OPERA
TOR-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
55 SEWING MACHINE OPEAATOA
Salary:S3.05 per hour 
01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal
ary:S3.05 per hour 
Contact: EXPRESS MANUFACTUA· 
ING, INC. Tel. 322-6742(12/21JT33768 

01 COOK (WESTEAN)-Salary:S3.05-
4.15 per hour 
Contact; SAIPAN HOTEL CORPORA
TION dba Hafadai Beach Hotel Tel. 234-
6495(12121 )T82044 

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:SS00.00-
1, 175.00 per month 
Contact: RITA C. CABRERA dba 
Cabrera Center Tel. 235-9898(12/ 
21)T33761 

01 MAINTENANCE ELECTRICIAN
Salary:S1,200.00-1,400.00 per monlh 
Contact: J.C.A. INC. dba McDonald's of 
Saipan Tel. 235-9761(12/31)T82161 

02 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPEAATOA
Salary:S3.05-4.00 per hour 
Contact: SHINTANI MANGLONA 
CORPORATION Tel. 532-0316(12/ 
29)T33849 
------- --·---------· 

01 GAMEROOM ATTENDANT-
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASST.· 
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: ANTHONY CAMACHO dba Bic 
and Chai Gameroom Tel. 323-735(121 
29)T33835 

01 AUTO-BODY REPAIRER· 
Salary:$3.05-3.20 per hour 
01 AUTO-PAINTEA-Salary:S3.05-3.20 
per hour 
01 AUTO-MECHANIC-Salary:S3.05-
3.35 per hour 
Contact: PHILIPPINE EAGLE 
CORPORATION dba Philippine Eagle 
Auto Repair Shop Tel. 288-0928(12/ 
29)T33845 

01 BLDG. MAINTENANCE (HELPER) 
REPAIR-Salary:$3.05-3.50 per hour 
Contact: YCO CORPORATION dba 
YCO Servistar Hardware/Liberty Plaza/ 
YCO Construction Tel. 233-3112(12/ 
21)T82045 

01 AUTO MECHANIC-Salary:S3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: WONS CORPORATION dba 
Wen's Auto Repair Shop Tel. 234-
3429(12/21)T33760 

01 PLUMBER-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
Contact: NORTH PACIFIC ENT., INC. 
Tel. 233-3990(12/21)T33759 

02 WAITRESS-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
01 (GENERAL) MAINTENANCE RE
PAIR-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal
ary:S3.05 per hour 
01 BARTENDEA-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
Contact: M.A. PHILLIPS ENT. dba USP 
Club Tel. 234-1984(12/21)T33757 

01 BUILDING MAINTENANCE RE
PAIA-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: JOSEPH T. TORRES dba 
Courtney's Plaza Tel. 235-1662(12/ 
21)T33755 

02 MASSEUSE-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
Contact: STEALING CORPORATION 
dba Dynamic Massage Tef. 233-
7766(12/21)T33756 

01 MANAGER, ASSISTANT-Sal
ary:S3.05 per hour 
01 WAITRESS-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
Contact: YANG HONG DEVELOP
MENT CO., LTD. Tel. 235-3807(12/ 
21)T33753 

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal
ary:S3.05 per hour 
01 OPERATOR (OXYGEN/ACETY
LENE MACHINE)-Salary:S3.20 per hour 
Contact: GAUDENC/0 C. MACALINAO 
dba Unity Trade Services, Inc. Tel. 322-
7461 ( 12/21 )T82041 

01 FIELD SERVICE ENGINEER
Salary:$700 .00-950.00 per month 
01 COMPUTER PROGRAMMER
Salary:$1 ,700.00-2, 150.00 per month 
Contact: SAIPAN COMPUTER 
SERVICES, INC. Tel. 234-9110(12/ 
29)T33846 

01 CUSTOMER COMPLAINT CLEAK
Salary:S3.50-6.50 per hour 
High school graduate. 
Housing allowance S425.00 per month. 
Contact: DFS SAIPAN LIMITED Tel. 
234-6615(12/29)T82159 

02 BOWLING PIN MECHANIC
Salary:S3.05 per hour 
01 BOWLING PIN MECHANIC 
(SUPERVISOA)-Salary:$800.00 per 
month 
Contact: CAPITAL ENTERPRISES 
CORP. dba Capital Bowling Center Tel. 
23-7820(12129)T33839 

02 HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHANIC
Salary:$3.05-4.50 per hour 
04 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPEAATOR
Salary:$3.05-4 .20 per hour 
03 CARPENTER-Salary:S3.05-3.70 per 
hour 
01 MECHANICAL ENGINEER-
Salary:$3.50-4.20 per hour 
01 LATHE OPERATOA-Salary:S3.05-
3.50 per hour 
01 SECURITY GUARD-Salary:S3.05-
3.30 per hour 
Contact: WESTERN EQUIPMENT, INC. 
Tel. 322-9228(12/29)T82157 

01 GRAPHIC ARTIST-
Salary:S 1 ,000.00-2,000.00 per month 
Contact: SUNSET ADVERTISING 
GROUP, INC. Tel. 234-6449(1/4)T82280 

01 ALUMINUM (INSTALLATION) 
FABRICATOA-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
Contact: GOLDEN BELL ENT., INC. Tel. 
234-0393(114)T33930 · 

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:S750.00 per 
month 
Contact: DASAN CORPORATION dba 
Downtown Market Tel. 233-7755(1/ 
4)T33929 

• • • • • • . ~ .. ~ .. ~. 

02 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05-3.50 per 
hour 
01 CONSTRUCTION 
SUPEAINTENDENT-Salary:$700.00-
800.00 per month 
03 CABLE SPLICER-Salary:$3.05-3.50 
per hour 
Contact: ORIENTAL ENTERPRISES, 
INC. dba Marianas Communication 
Services Tel. 234-7878(1/4)T82272 

02 PHOTOGRAPHER-Salary:S3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: RENATO G. AZUCENA$ dba 
Sunshine Photo Shop Tei. 234-1058(1/ 
4)T33925 

01 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:S3.05 per 
hour 
01 WELDEA-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: TARO SUE CORPORATION 
dba Taro Sue Store Tel. 234-5416(11 
4)T33917 

01 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR
Salary:$3.05-3.50 per hour 
Contact: KANG CORPORATION Tei. 
288-9366(1/4)T33918 

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-
Saiary:S3.05 per hour 
Contact: KESY INT'L TRADING CO. 
LTD. dba Kesy Wholesaler Tel. 234-
1336(1/4)T33919 

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANEA-
Saiary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: JAIME G. AG LI PAY dba Good 
Samaritan/Cocktail Bar Tel. 234-1118(1/ 
4)T33920 

01 STOCK CONTROL CLERK
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: NAINA ENTERPRISES INC. 
dba Roshis Variety Store Tel. 234-
6533(1/4)T33921 

02 FOUNTAIN SERVEA-Salary:$3.05-
3.45 per hour 
01 SALES CLEAK-Salary:$3.05-3.85 
per hour 
Contact: 3'S, INC. dba Island Souvenirs 
Tel. 235-4710(1/4)T82263 

01 MANAGER-Salary:S1,800.00-
2,500.00 per month 
Contact: WATABE SAIPAN, INC. dba 
Watabe Wedding Tel. 235-4710(1/ 
4)T82262 

01 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: EASTERN HOPE 
CORPORATION dba Keeraku & 
Rakuen Rest. Tel. 233-4242(1/ 
4)T33923 

02 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
01 SALES REPAESENTATIVE-
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
02 WAITAESS-Salary:$3.05-5.00 per 
hour 
Contact: KAIZOKU CORPORATION 
dba Kaizoku Restaurant Tel. 233-
5304(1/4)T33924 

01 BEAUTICIAN-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
02 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
05 COOK HELPER-Salary:S3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: AIDA L. GAAONG dba MJ 
Kitchenette Tel. 234-6857(1/4)T33926 

apartment for rent 
2-Redroom Apartment 

Located at upper Navy llill 
Furnished, 24 hour Water, 5 minute dri,c to 
hospital, SSOO per month+ security deposit, 

utilities not included 
Contact: 323-3o06 for more info. 

VON~ 
20%-50% OFF 

STORE STOCK ITEMS ONIY! 
Tessie's comer, Oleai, San Jose 

234-5224 

[ DEADLINE: 12:00 noonihe day prior to publication· _ ~:: .,.: . 

: NOTE: If some reason your advertisement is incorrect. call us 
immediately to make the necessary corrections. 1he Marianas Variety 
News and Views is responsible only for one incorrect insertion. We 
reserve the right to edit. refuse. reject or cancel any ad at any time: 

01 OFFICE MANAGER-Salary:$8.50 
per hour 

! Prepares legal papers and 
correspondence of legal nature, such 
as summonses, complaints, motions 
and subpoenas, using typewriter, word 
processor; must .be proficient in 
computer such as Office 2000 system, 
Corel WordPerfect, Timeslips, 
Quickbooks, Quicken; review law 
journals and other le~al publications to 
identify court decisions pertinent to 
pending cass and submit articles to 
lawyer, schedule appointments, gives 
information to callers, relieves lawyer 
of clerical work and minor 
administrative and business details; 
reads and routes incoming mail; 
located and attaches appropriate file 
to correspondence to be answered by I 
lawyer; can take dictation by shorthand . 
at 120 wpm or by machine stenotype; 1 

transcribes from yoice recordings or 
dictaphones; com poses and types 
routine correspondence, such as 
notes, reports, etc., revise documents; j 

files correspondences and other ' 
records, statistical tables, addresses 
and forms, from rouQh draft, corrected 
copy, recorded voice dictation, or 
previous version displayed on screen 
or computer; answers telephone and 
gives information to callers or routes 
call to lawyers and places outgoing 
calls; greets visitors, ascertain nature 
of business and conducts visitors to 
appropriate lawyer; arrange travel 
schedules and reservation; oversee 
clerical workers; records minutes of 
stockholder/directors meetings, if 
needed; make copies of 
correspondences or other printed 
matter, using copying or duplicating 
machine; prepares outgoing mail; 
supervises and coordinates activities 
of staff engaged in taking and 
transcribing dictation of 
correspondence and reports; records 
examination, testimony, record 
proceedings of hearings or 
depositions, formal and informal 
meetings; compiles material to be 
typed; reads instructions 
accompanying material or follow verbal 
instruction from lawyer; determine 
format desires, number of copies 
needed, priority and other 
requirements; analyzes and organizes 
office operations and procedures, such 
as typing, bookkeeping, preparation of 
payrolls, flow of correspondence, filing, 
requisitions of supplies and other 
clerical services. Evaluates official 
production, revises procedures, or 
devices new forms to improve efficient 
of workflow, reviews clerical and 
personnel records to ensure 
completeness, accuracy, and 
timeliness; coordinates collection and 
preparation of operating reports, such 
as time and attendance records, 
terminations, new hires, transfers, may 
interview job applicants, conduct 
orientation of new employees and plan 
training programs direct services such 
as maintenance, repair, supplies, mail 
and files compile store and retrieve 
management data using computer; 
files pleading with court clerk; prepare 
affidavits of documents and maintains 
documents files; delivers or directs 
delivery of subpoenas to witnesses and 
parties in action; direct and coordinates 
activities of law office employees; 
prepare office accounts and tax 
returns; keep and monitor legal 
volumes and ensuring legal volumes 
up to date. 
01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Salary:S3.05 per hour 
Directs and coordinates activities of 
collecting delinquent accounts of · 
client's cuslomers; prepare legal action 
and collection for worthless checks and 
delinquent bills, promissory notes; 
prepare collect1on reports and 

. ascertain status of collections; and 
: balances outstanding; aids lawyer in 
! staff capacity by coordinating office 
services, such as personnel and 
records control; reviews and answers 
correspondences, pleadings; take 
dictation by using dictaphone; takes 
dictation by using shorthand; files 
correspondence and other records; 
answers telephone and gives 
information to callers and debtors or 
routes calls to appropriate personnel 
and places outgoing calls to clients and 
client's debtors; makes copies of 
correspondences or other printed 
material using copying or duplicating 
machine; prepare outgoing mail; keeps 
records of financial transactions using 
calculator and computer; input lawyers' 
daily time changes into computer, 
verifies, allocates, and posts details of 

I business transactions to each clients' 
files; reconciles and balances 
accounts; prepare withholding, social 
security and other tax reports; must be 
proficient in computer such as Office 

1 

2000 system, Corel WordPerfect, 
Timeslips, Quickbooks, and Quicken . 
Contact: ERIC S. SMITH Law Offices 
~I. 233-3334(1/4)T82261 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT DI' THE 
COMMONWEALTII OF THE NORTHERN 

MARIANA ISLANDS 

KIM, MAENG KEUN. ct al.. 
Plaintiff, 
\'S, 

ROIi, B YUNG MOON and CHUNG. 
llYESOOK, 
Defendants. 
Civil Ac1ion No. 99-404A 

SUMMONS BY PUBUCATION 

TO DEFENDANTS ROIi, BYUNG MOON and 
CllUNG, HYE SOOK: 

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and no
tified to file any answer you wish to make lo the 
plaintiff's complaint, a copy of which was served 
on, and may he ub1aincd from, the Attorney Gen
cml pursuant to 7 CMC ~I 104(a), within thiny (25) 
days after Jhe fourth publica1ion uf 1his Summons, 
and to deliver or mail a cory of your answer to 
REYNALDO 0. YANA. 1he plaintiff's anomcy. · 
whose address is Post Office Box 500052 CK. 
Saipan, MP 96950-0052, as soon as practicable 
after filing your answer or sending it Jo the Clerk 
of Cnun for filing. 

Your answer should be in writing and filed with 
the Clerk of this Court at Susupc, Snipan. It may 
be prepared and signed for your by your counsel 
and sent to the Clerk of this Coun by messenger or 
mail. It is not necessary for you to appear person
ally until funher nolice. 

If you fail to answer in accordance with this 
Summons, judgmcnl by default may be taken 
against you forthe relief demanded in the plaintiff's 
complaint. 

By order of the above Coun: 

M)cputy Clerk ofCoun 
Superior Coun 

Daicd this 26th day of November, 1999. 

LOST PASSPORT 
Name: XUAN LIAN HUA 

Passport No.: 140378353 
Nationality: Chinese 

Iffound, please call 234-9642 

APARTMENT & CDMMBICIAL SPACE 
1.Jcati1111: Ganpn mr lfl/llard Rock cati 

SIii VICIIIII Aral 

2-Bedroom Fully Furnished 

Split type A/C on all bedroom 
Including dining, living & kitchen 

taundl'y lacililies, Spacious parking 

"MUST SEE TO APPRECIATE" 
Plllne: 235-7171/7272 Cell: 287-7070 

FIVE (5) BEDROOMS, 
TWO BATHROOMS Wffil 

GARAGE AND 
FOUR (4) BEDROOMS, 

TWO BATIIROOMS WITH 
GARAGE, LARGE YARD CLOSE 

TO THE OCEAN AT LOWER ASTEO 
ARE AVAILABLE FOR RENT. 

PLEASE LEA VE YOUR NAME AND 
TELEPHONE NUMBER AT 
TELEPHONE NO. 235-1839 

HOUSE FOR RENT 
••• 11 ~· 

2-Story House (Duple,); 3 Bdrm, 
2 f/2 Bath, Furnished includes: washer, dryer, 

A/C, 24 hour water, quiet area 
and great ocean view at $900/mo. 

For information call: 
234-5667 leave your name & contact number 

(,,..;.;._: 
;.,,.;. 
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-EEX & MEEK® by Howie··schneider 

PEANUTS® by Charles M. Schulz 
I DIDN'T KNOW 

THAT D065 AREN1T 
ALLOWED IN THE 
DANCE STUDIO .. 

Born today, you have been en
dowed with great strength of 
character, and the willingness 
to work tirelessly to achieve 
your goals. In this way, you are 
one who will face any challenge 
at any time in the line of duty. 
Your character is complex, and 
it is not likely that anyone will 
truly get to know the real you -
no matter how close they may 
be to you personally. This is 
true even of other Sagittarius 
natives. There is something 
mysterious and even hidden in 
your nature, and it's not some
thing that you are likely to re
veal even to your closest friends 
or loved-ones. 

You can be rather pessimistic 
at times, but the best antidote 
for such thinking is creative or 
physical endeavors. As Jong as 
you are working hard, you can 
keep your own devils at bay. 
They are frightened away by 
your own success again and 
again, as you embrace one chal
lenge after another. 

Also born on this date are: 
Lesley Stahl, news correspon
dent; Liv Ullman, actress; 
Noel Coward, playwright and 
actor; Ludwig van Beethoven, 
composer; Jane Austen, au
thor. 

To see what is in store for you 
tomorrow, find your birthday 

IT'S TOO BAD 
BECAUSE THE'f1RE 

HAVING A FORMAL 
DANCE NEXT WEEK 

and read the corresponding para
graph. Let your birthday star be · 
your daily guide. 

WEDNESDAY, DECEM
BER22 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21)-A mystery may arise 
today which piques your curi
osity and requires you to ex
plore a side of yourself that you 
usually keep under wraps. 

CAPRICORN (Dec.22-Jan. 
19)-An invitation comes your 
way today, and you will be com
pelled to accept even though 
you know you 're going to be 
entering a dangerous arena. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18) - Avoid any kind of false
hood today and you'll avoid 
most kinds of lasting trouble. 
Deception is not for you - now 
more than ever. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
- Don't let yourself be caught 
unawares today. Pay attention 
to what goes on around you, and 
be sure that you have all avail
able information. 

ARIES (March21-April 19) 
- You may be absorbing infor
mation at a rapid pace today, 
but you may not be channeling 
it into the proper mental com
partments. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
- You may want to tell others 
a little more about yourself than 

MA'fBE I CAt-l GET 
M'f DEPOSIT BACK 
ON T~E TUXEDO .. 

usual today in order to teach a 
valuable lesson you learned only 
through experience. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
- As soon as you find yourself 
saying things like "never" and 
"always," you '11 discoverthat it 
is impossible for others to take 
you completely seriously. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
- Fact and fiction will both 
figure prominently throughout 
the day. You may not know one 
from the other at all times. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -
Keep looking forward today, 
and begin making a new set of 
plans that can start paying off 
before you know it. Unexpected 
rewards ar.e on the way. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
- Take care that you don't be
come so critical of others today 
that you prevent yourself from 
doing your own work to the best 
of your ability. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 22)
What are you waiting for? Make 
that move and you 'II be sur
prised at the immediate rewards! 
Today, impulsive action may 
actually be favored. 

SCORPIO(Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
- You may find people gravi
tating toward you today as a 
result of your honest warmth 
and your willingness to listen. 
Keep it up! 

MY ENGl~E'S 
STARTII.JG TO KNOCI< 

LIKE CRAZY! 

WHEN IT'S OBVIOUS YOU NEED A NEW CAR ... FIND ONE IN THE CLASSIFIED ADS! 

~,·cROSSWORD PUz'ztEli II 
ACROSS 

1 Which thing? 
5 Sesame 
8 Edible fish 

12 Othello's 
lieutenant 

13 Ending with 
infant 

14 Raines or 
Fitzgerald ,, 

15 A Stone 
17 Actor Dafoe 
19 Have dinner 

at home 
(2wds.) 

20 Move 
smoothly 
along a 
surface 

21 Hastens 
23 Sheltered 

from the 
wind 

24 Tea variaty 
26 Cinnamon or 

nutmeg 
28 Transgress 
31 Borgnine ID 
32 From--

Z 
33 "- Deum" 
34 -de plume 

36 War wounds 
38 Unruly crowd 
39 Unemployed 
41 Title 
43 Arctic abode 
45 Pastry 
48 "2 Days in 

the-" 
50 Legislative 

assembly 
51 --in 

my bonnet 
52 Play 

segment 
54 Eddie or 

Richard 
55 Urkel, for 

one 
56 -culpa 
57 Examination 

DOWN 

1 Sagacious 
2 Sound of 

laughler 
3 Writer 

Christie 
4 Japanese 

gateway 
5 Sn is its 

symbol 
6 Negative 

Answer to Previous Puzzle 

1-22 © 1998 United Feature Syndicate 

prefix 
7 Mr. Ayres 
8 "Beauty and

the Beast" 
character 

9 Associates 
10 Winter 

coaster 
11 Identical 
16 Washington 

bills 
18 - of Man 
22 - capsule 
23 Fruit of the 

oak tree 
24 100 yrs. 
25 Cable 

network 
27 Cali-

day 
29 Japanese 

statesman 
30 Lincoln is 

its cap. 
35 Mitch-
36 - gin lizz 
37 Marquis de 

38 - a trois 
40 Apportioned 
42 French 

painler 
43 Producer 

-Tors 
44 TV's Kaplan 
46 Ms. Hagen. 

et aL 
47 Camp 

shelter 
49 Sweet 

potato 
50 Depot (abbr.) 
53 Eastwood 

ID 

.... dSp~ SOLVE THE REBUS BY WRITING ... "-!J• ,.,.IN THE NAMES OF THE PICTURE 

CLUES AND ADDING OR SUBTRACTING THE LETTERS. 

Why did the boy 
cut a hole in his 
umbrella? 

"8NINl'v'l:I Sd01S 11 N3HM :l:f3MSN'v' :tc,c,,,._~~ 
01999 United Foalllfl Synclate. Inc ~if, 

t;Varianas %rietx;~ 
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Lakers drownRaptors 
TORONTO (AP) - Kobe 
Byrant scored 26 points and 
Shaquille O 'Neal had 24 points 
and 15 rebounds as the Los An
geles Lakers won their sixth 
straight game Sunday with a 94-
88 victory over the struggling 
toronto Raptors. 

Gler. Rice added 22 points for 
the Lakers. who have won 13 of 
I 4 and own the NBA 's best 
record (21-5). · 

Vince Carter had 29 points to 
lead the Raptors, who have lost 
three straight and five of six. 

Nets 96, Hawks 88 
In East Rutherford, New Jer

sey, Jamie Feick scored a sea
son-high I 6 points and grabbed 
13 rebounds. outplaying oppos
ing center Dikembe Mutombo, 
as New Jersey beat Atlanta 96-
88, for its fifth straight home 
victory. 

Feick found his offense in the 
form of jump shots, making 
seven of them as he repeatedly 
took advantage of Mutombo's 
hesitancy to defend him on the 
perimeter. Feick finished 8-for
I 3 from the field. 

Keith Van Horn led New Jer
sey with 20 points. 

Isaiah Rider had 20 points for 
Atlanta. which lost its third 
straight. 

Grizzlies 85, Clippers 84 
In Vancouver, British Col um-

Search . .. 
Continued from page 1 

Williamson engineers led the five
week search of the central Pacific 
area near Howland Island. 

Timmer indicated that it was 
too early to determine if anv of 
the images collected on the deep 
ocean sonar is. in fact. Earhart's 
plane. 

In early July, 1937, Earhart took 
off from Lae, Papua New Guinea 
on what was to be the last leg of 
the first-ever around-the-world 
flight by a female aviator. She 
had planned to land at Howland 
- an island roughly midway be
tween Papua New Guinea and 
Hawaii - for refueling, but 
couldn't locate the island and 
ditched the plane in the vicinity. 

EMO ... 
Continued from page 1 

day. While no major damages or 
injuries were reported, the Na
tional Earthquake Center (NEC) 
in Colorado classified the quake 
as a major event. 

Moreover, EMO is in constant 
contact with the Colorado-based 
NEC. the Hawaii Volcanology 
Institute, and the Pacific Tsunami 
Warning Center in Hawaii for any 
alerts or developments needed to 
prepare the CNMI. 

"Maybe we might catalog some 
more aftershocks on the seismo
graph but the magnitude may be 
not as great because tentatively 
the earthquake that occured (in 
Guam, according to preliminary 
assessment) is a 6.1 magnitude, at 
a depth of a 69.6 km, 40 to 46 

bia, Michael Dickerson scored 
26 points and coach Lionel 
Hollins earned his first victory 
as Vancouver beat Los Ange
les. 

Hollins, the long-time assis
tant, was coaching his second 
game, and first in Vancouv~r. 
since taking over for Brian Hill, 

who was fired on Thursday. 
Saturday at Seattle, the Griz
zlies lost 112-89 in Hollins' 
coaching debut. 

Lamar Odom led the Clippers 
with 28 points before fouling 
out with 2:46 left in the game as 
Los Angeles lost its sixth 
straight road game. 

New Jersey Nets guard Stepan Marbu7 (right) sprints around Atlanta 
Hawks guard Anthony Johnson who sltps and falls as Marbury drives 
for a layup in the second period Sunday at the Meadowlands Arena in 
East Rutherlord. REUTERS 

Despite a two week search by 
the U.S. Navy and Coast Guard at 
the time, and dozens of more re
cent private searches for remains 
of her plane, Earhart's Electra has 
never been located. 

"During the course of more than 
30 days on site near Howland 
Island, the expedition surveyed 
approximately 600 square nauti
cal miles of ocean bottom creat
ing a digital map of a previously 
unknown area," Timmer said. 

Using Williamson and 
Associatesi high-tech sonar teth
ered to a cable with a five mile 
length, the search was able to take 
sonar images of the ocean bottom 
at depths up to 18,000 feet, 
Timmer indicated. 

"Williamson specialists logged 
a numberof potential targets," he 
said. This information will be 
processed at Williamson's Seattle 

miles south/south-west of Guam," 
said Guerrero. 

It may be recalled that in Au
gust 1993, an 8.1 shaker rocked 
Guam, resulting in an earth
quake of 7.9 magnitude that hit 
Saipan. 

Moreover, Guerrero said 
EMO's seismograph and emer
gency contingency plans are very 
well in place, but EMO does not 
have the full capability and au
thority to issue earthquake alerts. 
TheCNMirelieson the U.S. Geo
logical Services based in Guam, 
the HVI in Hawaii, the NEC in 
Colorado, and other federal agen
cies on these matters. 

He also said earthquakes -
unlike typhoons-are unpredict
able, making it hard for any agency 
to issue right away any warning. 

"We cannot predict when an 
earthquake is going to occur, or 

office laying the foundation for 
phase two of Howland Landing 
Ltd.'s search for Earhart's miss
ing plane. 

"The goal of phase two of the 
operation will be to verify one of 
the existing targets as Earhart's 
Electra aircraft," he said. Much 
like underwater photography that 
was done during investigation of 
the Titanic wreck in the North 
Atlantic, th.e Earhart search group 
will use "remotely operated ve
hicles capable of video and still 
imaging," he said. 

Timmer described the search, 
which cost organizers more than 
$ I million, as "one of the single 
largest privately funded deep 
ocean searches ever conducted." 

For the search, Howland Land
ing Ltd. used the June T vessel, 
owned by ·International Bridge 
Construction Co. of Guam. 

when a volcano is going to erupt, 
or when tectonic plates are going 
to rub together and create an earth
quake," he said. 

EMO has been registering a lot 
of small tremors within the past 
months, majority of them towards 
the east. 

As a reminder, Guerrero said 
the public need not panic when 
disasters occur. 

In September, small sea level 
changes warning was up in the 
CNMI as a result of the 7.6 mag
nitude earthquake that shook Tai
wan. The tsunami warning and 
watch, however, were cancelled a 
few hours after the earthquake, as 
no destructive Pacific-wide tsu
nami threat was seen. 

Last week, the Philippines ex
perienced a pre-dawn earthquake 
with a magnitude of 6.8 in the 
Richter scale. 

Iverson. . . Continued from page 28 

the lineup. 
General manager Billy King 

said Sunday night he talked with 
Iverson by phone and, "We had 
good conversations." "It will stay 
between us what we talked about," 
King said. "We've been able to 
work out other problems, and I 
don't see why we won't be able to 
work this one out." 

Iverson, who gets upset when 
he sits out a minute or two, wore 
a towel over his head and a dis
gusted look while he watched 
from the bench. 

He made no effort to hide his 
feelings afterward. "I don't know 
nothing about basketball, so I 
don't know what happened," 
Iverson said. "I guess 95 percent 

of it is probably me." Iverson and 
Brown have disagreed on every
thing from shot selection to the 
dress code since Brown was hired 
for the 1997-98 season. 

Rumors swirled in Brown's first 
season that the coach wanted to 
deal Iverson for Damon 
Stoudamire. 

Last January, Iverson signed a 
$70.9 million, six-year contract. 
Brown 'srelationship with Iverson 
tookahitlastseason when he sent 
Iverson back to the bench after 
the star player cursed at him. 

The two patched up their dif
ferences, and· Iverson won the 
NBA scoring title and led the 
Sixers to the playoffs for the first 
time since I 991. 

Browns. . . Continued from page 28 

to see if the player was OK. 
"Certainly there was every effort to apologize, because it was totally 

unintentionally and inadvertent," Triplette said. Brown began stagger
ing off the field when he suddenly turned and ·walked back to confront 
Triplette. 

An incensed Brown was pointing to his face before he knocked 
Triplette down with a two-handed push to the chest. Brown then 
towered over the fallen official and may have done more damage if 
Cleveland players hadn't rushed onto the field. 

Brown, who prefers to be called 'Zeus' and once turned down an offer 
to join the World Wrestling Federation, signed a six-year, $27 million 
free-agent contract in February. 

An emotional player, he has scuffled with teammates in practice and 
was fined $5,000 for a late hit earlier this year in a gllcme against New 
Orleans. 

Palmer, who apologized to Triplette during and after the game, has 
warned Brown to tone down his act. 

Beware.· . . Continued from page 1 

as a "worm" is set to go off on 
Dec. 25. 

He said computer users should 
make certain that every copy of 
their e-mail is deleted from the 
hard drive. 

Computers that use Hotmail, 
Earthlink, GTE and AOL services 
may be especially susceptible to 
the virus/worm. 

Many computer experts fear that 
"hackers" will use the Christmas 
and New Year holidays to release 
viruses that could furtherfuel Y2K 
fears. 

Experts recommend using an 
up-to-date virus scanning pro
gram when downloading e
mails or, when in doubt, reject
ing them. 

Hel P. . . Continued from page 1 

release. 
ATSDR Regional Representa

tive Gwendolyn Eng helped to 
identify Bergeisen as the person 
who could provide the help 
needed. 

The project is being coordinated 
with the Depaitment of Public 
Health and the Division of Envi
ronmental Quality. 

PCBs are a man-made chemi
cals first synthesized in 1929 and 
quickly adopted in a range of in
dustrial uses because of their in
flammability. 

PCBs were introduced to 
Tanapag in electrical capacitors 
originally purchased by the US 
Anny for its Nike-Zeus missile 

program in the 1950s. 
PCBs have since been linked to 

physical, mental, and behavioral 
disruption affecting fertility, 
learning ability, aggression, 
parenting and mating. 

The U.S. Environmental Pro
tection Agency considers PCBs a 
cancer-causing agent. 

Because of its danger to human 
health,theproductionofthechemi
cal is now banned in the U.S. 

Despite some ten years of gov
ernment awareness of the PCB 
contamination in Tanapag, the 
problem remains unresolved. 

The level of contamination in 
the bodies of individual villagers 
has never been assessed. 

Speaker. • . Continued from page_1 

Constitution. 
But Torres, the speaker said, is not anti-Rota nor anti-Tinian. 
''He had stood by the leadership's position to support appropriations 

for Rota and Tinian, and he had supported projects for Rota and Tinian," 
Benavente said. 

Torres's lawsuit, he added, was merely based on his reading of the 
provisions of the U.S. Constitution. -
· Benavente added that Hofschneider's record "clearly shows hi, 

support for all the different senatorial districts." 
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Rams clinch home field in NFC 

Colts • East 
(AP) - This upside~down NFL 
season is looking just fine for the 
St. Louis Rams and the India
napolis Colts. 

TheRams,4-12 
a year ago, 
clinched home
field advantage 
throughout the 
NFC playoffs by 
routing the visit
ing New York Giants 31-10. The 
Colts beat Washington 24-21 to 
clinch the AFC East title and at 
least the second seed in the 
postseason. 

Both did it the way they've been 
doing it all season. 

The Rams (12-2) got intercep
tion returns for touchdowns by 
Devin Bush and Mike Jones. Kurt 
W amer threw for 319 yards and 
two touchdowns to Az-zahir 
Hakim as they ended the Giants' 
nine-game December winning 
streakinthreeseasonsundercoach 
Jim Passel. 

New York (7-7) remains alive 
for a playoff berth. 

In Indianapolis, Peyton Man
ning passed for 298 yards and two 
touchdowns, and Edgerrin James 
scored twice as the Colts (12-2) 
clinched their first AFC East 
championship since 1987 and their 
first home playoff game since 
moving from Baltimore in 1984. 
The Colts, 3-13 a year ago, also 
tied the 1929 New York Giants 
and 1963 Oakland Raiders for the 
biggest one-season improvement 
- nine games. 

They can set a new mark with a 
win at Cleveland or at Buffalo. 

Tennessee. clinched its first 
playoff spot since 1993 - when 
the Titans were the Houston Oil
ers - by beating Atlanta 30-17. 

Jacksonville beat Cleveland 24-
14 in a game marked by the ejec
tion of 350-pound tackle Orlando 
Brown of Cleveland for pushing 
referee Jeff Triplette after Brown 
was accidentally hit in the face by 
Triplette's flag. Browns quarter
backTim Couch and Jaguars' line
backer Kevin Hardy were injured 
in the game. 

Dallas, meanwhile, lost a 
chance to tie Washington for first 
place in the NFC East by losing to 
the New York Jets 22-21. 

Seattle fell a game behind Kan
sas City in the AFC West, losing 
its fourth straight, 36-30 in Den
ver as Glenn Cadrez returned Jon 
Kitna fumble 37 yards for the 
winning score in overtime. 

And Tampa Bay lost a chance 
to clinch a playoff berth when it 
was routed 45-0 in Oakland. 

In other games, it was Chicago 
28, Detroit 1 O; Philadelphia 24, 
New England 9; Baltimore 31, 
New Orleans 8; and Miami 12, 
San Diego 9. 

In Saturday games, Kansas City 
beat Pittsburgh 35-19, and Caro
lina beat San Francisco 41-24. 

Buffalo defeated Arizona 31-
2 I Sunday night. 

Green Bay is at Minnesota on 
Monday night. 

The young Colts, trailing I 3-
10, got a halftime pep talk from 
Cornelius Bennett, who has 
played in five Super Bowls with 
the Bills and Falcons. 

"I told the· guys, 'Let's stop 
thinking about winning the AFC 
East championship. Let's just go 
out and beat the Washington 
Redskins,'" the 34-year-old line
backer said." 'If we beat Wash
ington, the championship will take 
care of itself,' " 

The Rams, meanwhile, came 
through in a rare opportunity to 
beat a winning team after taking 
I 1 games against teams with a 
combined 42- I 03 record, and los
ing to teams that were a combined 
18-8. 

"This team was playing well 
and we beat them soundly, we 
beatthem good," W amer said. "If 
this doesn't quiet the critics, who 
knows? They can continue to 
doubt us all the way to the Super 
Bowl if they want." 

Jaguars 24, Browns 14 
Jacksonville ( 13- I) won its 11th 

straight game and remained in 
position to have home-field ad
vantage throughout the AFC play
offs. Fred Taylor rushed for 136 
yards and had a 41-yard TD run 
early in the fourth quarter to fi
nally put away the expansion 
Browns (2-13). 

Tampa Bay Buccaneers' guard Kevin Dogins (65) lies on the ground as teammate Mike Alstott (40) fumbles 
the ballafterbeing hit by Oakland Raiders'defensive tackle Russell Maryland (67) Sunday. The Raiders won, 
45-0. 

The Jaguars, can clinch the AFC 
Central next week with a win at 
Tennessee, the· only team to beat 
them. However, the Jaguars' win 
was overshadowed by the ejec
tion of Brown, who became en
raged when Triplette threw his 
lead-weighted penalty flag toward 
the line of scrimmage and acci
dentally struck the offensive line-

man in the right eye. 
Titans 30, Falcons 17 

Steve McNair threw for one 
touchdown and ran for another, 
and Al Del Greco kicked three 
field goals for the Titans (11-3). 
They still have a shot at their first 
AFC Central title since 1991. They 
are two games behind Jackson
ville with two games left. 

Tennessee rookie J ev·on Kearse 
had two sacks against the Falcons 
(3-11 ), setting a rookie record with 
13 1/2. 

Broncos 36, Seahawks 30, OT 

Indianapolis Colts runningback Edgerrin James (32) spins to his right 
to get away from Washington Redskins linebacker Shawn Barber (59) 
at the RCA Dome in Indianapolis Sunday. James came into the game 
leading the AFC in rushing yards with 1,311. Reuters 

Seattle, down 30-20 with 1 :47, 
rallied to tie the game. A 36-yard 
Jon Kitna-Derrick Mayes touch
down pass was followed by a re
covered onside kick that set up 
Todd Peterson's game-tying 45-
yard field goal with :09 left in 
regulation. 

The Seahawks (8-6), moved to 
the Denver 47 in overtime, but 
Kitna was sacked by Ray Crockett 
on a third-and-4 and Cadrez 
picked itup and scored to give the. 
Broncos (5-9) the victory. 

Raiders 45, Bucs 0 
Hoping to clinch their second 

playoff berth since 1982, the Bucs 
(9-5) instead took the worst loss 
in their history in Oakland. 

Lance Johnstone returned 
Shaun King's fumble 13 yards for 
a score and Tyrone Wheatley ran 
30 yards for a TD for the Raiders 
(7-7) following Mike Alstott's 
fumble. The Raiders got two 
touchdowns apiece from 
Wheatley and Napoleon 
Kaufman. 

Jets 22, Cowboys 21 
John Hall's 37-yard field goal 

with I :39 left won it for the Jets 
(6-8) and kept the Cowboys (7-7) 
from catching the Redskins in 
the NFC East. It was the first 
loss in seven home games this 
season for Dallas, which is 1-6 
on the road. 

Dallas' Troy Aikman was just 
!2-of-28 for 158 yards, with a 
touchdown and two interceptions. 

Bears 28, Lions 10 
Marcus Robinson caught three 

of Cade McNown 's four touch
down passes as the Bears (6-8) 
stayed barely alive for the play
offs and hurt the chances of the 
Lions (8-6). 

Robinson finished with I 1 
catches for 170 yards. McNown 
was 27-of-36 for 301 yards with 
two interceptions. Gus Frerotte 

threw three interceptions for the 
Lions. He was relieved by 
Charlie Batch, making his first 
appearance since injuring his 
thumb Nov. 7. 

Bills 31, Cardinals 21 
Visiting Buffalo (9-5) solidi

fied its playoff c;hances as 
Jonathan Linton, subbing for 
Antowain Smith, gained 8 I 
yards in 21 carries as the Eilis 
controlled the clock. Doug 
Flutie completed 21 of32 passes 
for 239 yards and two touch-. 
downs against Arizona (6-8), 
which still is alive for a 
postseason berth. 

Eagles 24, Patriots 9 
Koy betmer threw three 

touchdown passes as the Eagles 
( 4-11) bettered last season's win 
total and put New England out 
of the playoff race. 

Detmer, the Eagles' third
string quarterback, also cel
ebrated with an emphatic flog
ging motion some players call 
"whippin' it." after his TD 
Losst:s. New England (7-7) lost 
for the fifth time in six games. 

Drew Bledsoe was sacked six 
times, threw four interceptions 
and lost one of the Patriots' three 
fumbles. 

Dolphins 12, Chargers 9 
The Chargers' John Camey hit 

the left upright with a 36-yard 
field goal attempt with five sec
onds remaining as the Dolphins 
(9-5) broke a three-game losing 
streak. 

The Chargers (6-8) won last 
week in Seattle when the 
Seahawks' Peterson hit the left 
upright from 38 yards with I: I 0 
left. 

Olindo Mare made all four 
field goal attempts, increasing his 
season total to 37 to match the 
NFL record set by John Kasay of 
Carolina in 1996. 
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Bwilbwils, Shooting Stars 
Chuukanos win in rocball. 

1 BWILSBWILS, San Antonio In last game game, which was 

Team· Standings ' Shooting Stars, and Chuukanos the final Rocball game of the mil-
points. j 

j won their respective games dur- lennium, the Chuukanos coming 
) ing last week's Rocball 's 16th Team < Won loss . off a loss in their first regular sea-
l annual season. .Bwibwils 2 < O · son game got back on track and 
, In the first game, Bwilsbwils · · · defeated NOYB in three sets 34 to 
[j won their second game against Gymless .·,·. · 2 O 22. 

fJ the new generation No-Fear ···SllooJing~····· .;} ·.· \r TheChuukanoshadtocomefrotn 

r/ plf;;~·a Ogumoro of the .~~ \ J\ < 1 ~:i~~
0,J'~1

.
10

~~ei~if~ryt~:: 

I
~ ~i;;~~w;~:~~~t~~~:;~n;rt~vr < .•....••.•..• f:rs ..... ~:_/} .. · ... ·.·.· .. · .. ·· .... ••.:1··.······ ....•.•.... ·.· r ;~;.:~r~:e~~~i::;~stoi~. ~! 

aces and 3 kees for 16 pomts. HV'.'n:cu •. • .• • •. • •. • ••. ·.·:······1
2

.··•····. Chuukanos then came back in 
Ed Arriola of No-Fear was . . &I .·· . . ij< the second set and demoralized 

his team's heavy hitter with 3 .KOYB ?O z > · · NOYB scunk 13 to 0. The 
aces, 1 xunk, and 1 goal for 11 Chuukanos' second set payback 

The 
0

Bwilbwils won every set four sets "juice" 50 to 9. point lead in the game. 
in the game except the last when The Shooting Stars won· every The Chuukanos then set into 

Boaz Epitson of NOYB was 1 

his team's heavy hitter with I ~ 
ace, 2 ke~s. and 1 goal for 9 r, 

points. !:._JI: After two rounds of competi-
tion. the undefeated Bwilbwils 

ll have emerged as the best offen- [1
1
, 

sive team by scoring an average 
'I of 42 points a game. Ii 

Team Gymless, also unde- 1, 
feated, is the league's best de-, ··I 

fensive team by only allowing j 
their opponents, on an average, 1 

25 points a game. 1 · 

I points scunkover NOYB gave them a one 

,! time ran out with both teams set and dominated the heavy hit- consolidating their lead by win- per game. 
tied at 7 to 7 in the fourth set. ting scoring techniques 13 to 3 in ning the third set 15 to 7 and were TyceMisterofGymlessisthis 

Lorna Ogumoro of t_he 
Bwilbwils is leading all heavy 
hitters with 6 aces, 7 kees, and 3 
goals to 38 points or 16 points 

J The final score was Bwilbwils · aces, I to O in xunks, 4 toO in kees, leading in the fourth set when time year's first "Master Blaster." 
54 and No-Fear 35. . and 3 to O in goals. expired. Tyce has scored at least once in I' 

Inthesecondgame,theShoot- · Joe Kapileo and Asterio Katvin Amalchy and Reagan allofRocball'sheavyhitterscor- , 
ing· Stars of San Antonio got Tawaaply of the Shooting Stars Takuo of the Chuukanos led their ingtechniques;aces,xunks,kees, 

1

. 
their second victory of the sea- led theirte.am by scoring23 points team with the combination of 4 goals, and the most difficult 

1 
son on a win over Igi-Odo in in aces, kees, and goals. aces, 5 kees, and 1 goal for 21 heavy hitting score, the jam. } 
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Browns lineman 
'flattens' referee 
CLEVELAND (AP)- ln a fit 
of uncontrolled anger, a 350-
pound (157.5-kilo) American 
football player attacked a ref
eree after being struck in the 
eye by a penalty flag. 

Orlando Brown, an offensive 
tackle on the Cleveland Browns 
of the U.S. National Football 
League, shoved referee Jeff 
Triplette to the ground after 
Triplette's weighted penalty 
flag inadvertently hit him. 

The moment was surreal and 
scary for players, coaches and 
72,000 fans. 

"I've never seen anything like 
that." said Tom Coughlin, coach 
of the visiting Jacksonville Jag
uars. "I was shocked." 

After he flattened Triplette, 
Brown was immediately ejected 
and had to be restrained by sev
eral teammates and members of 
Cleveland's security staff. 

The 6-foot-7, (2-meter) player 
then had a heated argument with 
Browns coach Chris Palmer be
fore kicking over a sideline 
marker as he was ushered to the 
locker room. 

Brown, whose right eye was 
nearly swollen shut moments 
after the incident, was taken to 

the Cleveland Clinic to be exam
ined. 

His conduct is certain to be re
viewed by the NFL and the 
Browns. 

He is expected to receive a hefty 
fine and possible suspension. NFL 
rules prohibit players touching 
officials and league spokesman 
.Greg Aiello said that the incident 
will be reviewed. 

"There is no question that we 
agree with the officials' response 
in ejecting Orlando Brown," 
Cleveland president Carmen 
Policy said. 

··11 is unfortunate that he was 
injured by the official's flag, per
haps even seriously. We will be 
discussing the responsibilities of 
the club and ramifications of the 
incident with league officials to
morrow and will comment fur
ther once those discussions are 
conducted." 

The incident occurred during 
the first half of Sunday's 24-14 
Jacksonville victory. 

"I have been officiating almost 
30 years and never had anything 
like that happen," said Triplette, a 
slender man 6-feettall (1.8 meter). 

Triplette rushed to Brown's side 

Continued on page ~r6 

Referee Jeff Triplette comes to the aid of Cleveland Browns offensive 
tacklt:- Orlando Brown after the penalty flag that Triplette threw 
inadvertently hit Brown in the eye in the second quarter against the 
Jacksonville Jaguars Sunday. When Brown returned to the field, after 
having his eye checked out he shoved Triplette to the ground and was 
immediately ejected. Reuters 

Iverson says 
he should 
be traded 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) 
Philadelphia 76ers star Allen 
Iverson did not attend an optional 
practice Sunday, the morning _af
ter saying he should be traded if 
coach Larry Brown is unhappy 
with his play. 

Iverson lashed out at his coach 
Saturday night after being 
benched for the final 20 minutes 
of Philadelphia's 104-91 loss ai 
Detroit. Though he has disagreed 
with Brown many times, it was 
the first time Iverson mentioned a 
trade. 

"For some reason, my style 
doesn't fit this team anymore," 
Iverson said. "If that's the way it 
is, something needs to happen. 
Something's got to give. "If I'm 
hurting this team, I need to get-out 
of here. 

I don't like what is going on. 
When I get back to Philly, I'll let 
that be known. However you look 
at it, I'm going to be the bad guy, 
but I'll deal with it "I've never 
been done like that ever in my 
career." 

Only four players attended 
Brown's optional practice Sun
day: Tyrone Hill, George Lynch, 
Eric Snow and rookie Todd 
MacCulloch. Brown challenged 
Iverson to meet with him if he 
meant what he said. 

"My door is always open," 
Brown said. 'Tm here today. If 
it's such a pressing, urgent mat
ter, I'm accessible." Iverson an
ticipated Brown's reaction, say
ing Satt.!rday night, '·I mean every 
word I'm saying. 

Every single word." At least 
one ofl verson 's teammates agreed 
that something has to be done. 

"If it is a major problem one 
way or another, it has to be 
solved," Snow said. "If he is sin
cere in what he says, I don't know 
what has to be done." Hill said, 
..This is Allen's team. 

Everybody knows that. We need 
Al Jen. He's the franchise." Brown 
benched Iverson and three other 
starters with Philadelphia trailing 
73-50 with 8: 15 left in the third 
quarter. Starters Lynch and Hill 
returned in the fourth quarter, but 
Iverson, Snow and Theo Ratliff 
stayed on the bench. 

The Sixers got within seven 
points with 3:37 left, playing the 
unselfish style Brown prefers. "In 
that 16 or 18 minutes, we played 
the way we've been playing for a 
three- or four-week period," 
Brown said. "It was amazing." 

The Sixers were 6-4 when 
Iverson was out with a broken 
thumb. They are 7-9 with him in 
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