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. For selling illegal medicines 

Gov't shuts down 2 clinics 
By Haldee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

TWO GARAPAN-based clinics 
were raided and forced to close 
down last week allegedly for re
peatedly selling prohibited pre
scription and over-the-counter 
medicine despite early warnings 
from authorities, officials dis
closed. 

The establishments, reponedly 
offering acupuncture services and 
operated by Chinese nationals, are 
the first ones to be closed down 
since the enactment of Public Law 
11-40 otherwise known as the 
Pure Food, Drug, Cosmetic and 
Device Act in November 1998. 

These two clinics were the same 

businesses from which a consid
erable volume of illegal medicine 
like birth control pills, antibiot
ics, anti-aging tablets and vitamin 
syrup, among others, were con
fiscated in September. 

A lot more of these items were 
seized during the recent raids. 

Conducted early last week, the 
surprise raids were a joint opera
tion between operatives and offi
cials of the Department of Public 
Health (DPH), 'Department of 
Public Safety (DPS), Customs 
Division and the Department of 
Labor and Immigration (DOLi). 

Health Secretary Joseph Kevin 
Villagomez confirmed the raids 
on the two clinics, but refused to 

Joseph Kevin Villagomez 

divulge more information pend
ing investigation by the Attorney 
General's Office (AGO)-Crimi
nal Division. 

Torres to Palacios:-Fitial suppo~ed 
move to cut Tinian seats in Senate 

By Jojo Dass 
Variety News Staff 

REPRESENTATIVE-elect 
Stanley . T. Torres (R-Saipan) 
yesterday said Rep.-elect 
Benigno R. Fitial (R-Saipan) had 
"fully endorsed," during the 
midterm election campaign trail, 
a case he has filed seeking to 
make senatori;tl representation 
based on the number of voters in 
an area of jurisdiction. 

Torres'sremarkscamefollow
ing statements made by Tinian 
Rep.-elect Norman S. Palacios, 
who said he switched his vote 
for the next House speaker to 
Fitial because supporting Rep. 

Stanley T. Torres 

Heinz S. Hofschneider's (R
Saipan) bid would be "tanta
mount" to supporting Torres who 

has been wanting "to get rid of 
Tinian and Rota," ref erring to 
the lawsuit. . 

The lawsuit, ifupheld by the 
U.S. Supreme Court, would ef
fectively reduce. Tinian and 
Rota's number of senators from 
the current six to just one. 

"Fitial personally stood out in 
front of the public in one cam
paign night informing (them) 
that, 'Mr. St_anley J'orres is the 
Qne standing up for the right of 
the majority.' He fully endorsed 
my case," said Torres. 

He said Fitial made the re
marks in a pocket campaign 

Continued on page 26 

Members of Boy Scouts Troop 913 spend the whole day yesterday cleaning and repainting the patio at the 
Joeten-Kiyu Public Library in Susupe. The scouts are working to earn points towards attaining the highest 
boy scout rank. Photo by Marian A. Maraya 
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"This is still under investiga
tion. It was a collaboration be
tween DPH, DPS, Customs," said 
Villagomez who was among the 
group that actually raided the two 
firms. 

Customs Director Joe Mafnas 
also said two Customs enforcers 
were sent down to assist the raid
ing group early last week. 

Another well-placed source said 
the confiscated medicines were 
those deliberately and discreetly 
smuggled into the CNMI. 

Villagomez also said Gov. 
Pedro P. ·Tenorio has been in
formed of inspec.tions done· by 
DPH and other agencies. 

DPH has also issued · a stem 

warning against businesses that 
are selling banned medicine, say
ing their products are up for con
fiscation once they are c·aughtsell
ing them. A $500 to $5,000 fine 
and a three-year maximum im
prisonment await repeat violators. 

Under P .L. 11-40, foreign pre
scription and over-the-counter 
drugs will no longer be allowed to 
enter the CNMI unless they are 
for personai use and are intended 
to be consumed within 90 days. 
Only institutional pharmacies and 
licensed pharmacies who employ 
a full time pharmacist will be al
lowed to fill, dispense, distribute, 
sell, and provide medicine in the 

Continued on page 26 

CPA, CRM revert to 
autonomous status 
By Jojo Dass 
Variety News Staff 

GOVERNORPedroP. Tenorio 
has signed two bills into law -
one that reverts the Common
wealth Ports Authority (CPA) 
and Coastal Resource Manage
ment to autonomous status, and 
another allowing a 30-day grace 
period for renewing a driver's 
license. 

Senate Bill 11-155 sought to 
junk former governor Froilan 
C. Tenorio's Executive Order 

, 94-3, which, the proposed mea-
sure stated, "'unnecessarily, and 

r arguably, unconstitutionally re
!1 allocated functions and duties 
fi of previously autonomous or 
~ independent agencies ... into 
i'. executive branch departments." 

Pedro P. Tenorio 

The EO took effect on Aug. 
23, 1994. 

The bill, which passed the 
Senate on Nov. 12, also stated 
that the reorganization that in
volved CPA and CRM was .. in-

Continued on page 26 

Banks ban dollar payments 
from Palau, Nauru, Vanuatu 
AUCKLAND(Pacnews)-ln 
an unprecedented action, inter
national banks have placed a 
ban on U.S. dollar denominated 
payments involving three Pa
cific nations - Nauru, Palau and 
Vanuatu. 

Two of the island countries 
have been accused of launder
ing Russian Mafia and South 
American drug cartel money, a 
document obtained by Agence 
France Presse revealed. 

APP said the ban has been 
imposed by Deutsche Bank and 
Bankers Trust, which operate a 
global money transfer system 
for retail banks, and by the U.S. 

Republic National Bank and the 
Bank of New York (BNY). 

The ban has been in effect 
since Nov. 17, but appears to 
have been retrospectively intro
duced and not publicly an
nounced. 

On Dec. 9 APP, quoting dip
lomatic and law enforcement, 
said the Group of Seven were 
preparing to launch tough eco
nomic sanctions against Nauru 
and Niue. 

Niue, which operates an off
shore banking and company reg
istration scheme through 
Panama, has escaped action so 

Contmuecfon page -~rs 
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26 die in Guatemala crash 

Plane plows into age 
GUATEMALA CITY (AP) 
- A Cuban charter jet skid
ded off a rain-slicked runway 
on landing> Tuesday and 
crashed into a working class 
neighborhood. At least 26 
people were killed, nine of 

·them on the ground. authori.-
ties said. -

The Cubana de Aviacion 

DC- IO jet was carrying 314 
people, including 18 crew 
members, when it crashed. 
Most of the passengers were 
Guatemalan students at the 
Latin American Medical Sci
ences School in Havana who 
were returning home for 
Christmas. -

Authorities were trying to 

determine if the pilot "over
shot the runway," air traffic 
director Mario Grajeda said 
at a news conference. He said 
the aircraft's black boxes were 
retrieved and were being ex-
amined. -

Eight of the victims were 
crew members and nine were 
passengers, said Oscar 
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A Cuban national airlines DC-10 skidded off a rain-slicked runway and 
slammed into cement-block shacks nearby, killing at least 26 people. 
AP 

Bonilla, the Guatemala City 
fire chief. The rest died in the 
neighborhood at the edge of 
Guatemala City's La Aurora 
international airport. 

The crash destroyed two 
homes and damaged several 
others. The Red Cross distrib
uted hot food throughout the 
neighborhood. 

"We were all happy and look
ing forward to spending Christ
mas in Guatemala when all of a 
sudden the plane went down," 
said survivor Edgar Amilcar 
Morales, a Guatemalan journal
ist who lives in Cuba. "Every
body helped each other to get 
out of the plane." 

The accident came four 
years after a DC-8 cargo plane 
skidded off the end of the same 
runway and killed eight resi
dents of the neighborhood. 

in the area to prevent sparks· 
from igniting the spill, he 
added. Authorities warned 

. residents in the neighborhood 
not to strike matches or light 
cigarettes. 

The DC- IO was operated by 
Cubana de Aviacion and was 
on a charter flight taking stu
dents home for the holidays, 
according to airline represen
tative Luis Polanco, who was 

· also at the news conference. 
Officials from Cubana de 

A viacion and the· company that 
leased the plane were on their 
way to Guatemala to help with 
the investigation into the cause 
of the crash. 

The dead included the 
plane's pilot, Cecilio 
Hernandez, and Daniel Anto
nio Alarcon Fernandez, third 
secretary at the Guatemalan 
Embassy in Havana, said 
Health Minister Marco Tulia 
Sosa. 

Phone: 234-5678 or 256-6256 I 

Firefighters sprayed fire re
tardant foam on the plane to 
prevent spilled fuel from ig
niting the wood and brick 
shacks. 

Electricity also was cut off 

Bonilla said the rest of the 
bodies had not yet been posi
tively identified. 

$9910%TAX 
per night double occupancy• 

Enjoy a relaxing vacation right here on Saipan with our 
"Visit the Marianas 99" room rate special. 
Beautiful gardens, an exciting waterpark, sumptuous meals 
and luxurious rooms are what await you at Hotel Nikko Saipan. 
Stay with us and be pampered. 

Package includes: 
• Welcome drink 

RESTAURANT 
& 

BAR 

kll~U~ 
Where East meets 
West, taste our 
magical specialty 
called SOUTHEAST 
ASIAN STEAMBOAT. 

20% off on all meals 

Happy Hour 
5:00 pm-7:00 pm nightly 

50.% off Beer and well drinks 

Enjoy Chef's special chasers 
and free appetizers. 

Open 7 days a week 
5:00 pm- 10:00 pm 

I 

~utJuAY DRu~cti BuFFtT 
Every Sunday 

11 :00 am - 2:00 pm 
Only $20.00 per adult 
and $12.00 per child 
(4 to 12 yrs. old; 3 and under FREE) 

All-You-Can-Eat & Drink! 
Miller Lite and other drinks! 
FREE POOL PASSES with brunch! 

• Gift fruit basket 
• Late checkout at 2:00 p.m. • hotel nikko saipan 

'Residents of the CNMI. Guam and USA, 10 required. May not be combined with any other discounts. Rates available through Dec. 15, 1999. 

322-3311 • fax 322-3144 
e-mail: hnsrsv@itecnmi.com 
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Tax write-off proposed 
By Jojo Dass 
Variety News Staff 
THE HOIJSE of Representa

tives has inserted a provision in 
.. . the FY 2000 budget allowing 

companies to which government 
has unsettled debts to write it off 
by deferring tax payments. 

House Ways and Means Com
mittee Chair Karl T. Reyes said 
the provision 'will actually. bal~ 
ance the books as what is not 
derived in tax revenues will go to 
deficit reduction. 

He explained the provision was 
inserted in view of government's 

Karl T. Reyes 

continuing failure to service its pri
vate sector debts, which is "unfair." 

Reyes said this is the first fiscal 
year budget that has such provisions. 

"One of the provisions that we 
put in is the tax offset (measure), 
which we have not done in the 
past. The government owes some 
businesses some money too and 
they could use that obligation to 
offset the tax liability of any com
pany," said Reyes. 

"We realize that businesses too 
have some obligations and taxes 
(to pay). At the same time, the 
government is not paying therp 
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Mayor eyes role in solid waste panel 
By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

JOSE C. Sablan has appealed to 
Lt. Gov. Jesus R. Sablan to in
clude him as Saipan mayor in the 
government's Solid Waste Man
agement Task Force. 

"I feel that as mayor, I am obli
gated to be a part of this task force 
for it involves the island in which 
I represent," said Jose Sablan. 

Moreover, Jose Sablan said, the 
mayor's office has been receiv
ing questions from the public in
quiring about the proposed 
dumpsitc but unfortunately, he 
was unable to provide them with 

a response. 
"Thus, I am again appealing for 

your consideration in including 
me in the aforementioned task 
force," said the mayor in his letter 
to Lt. Gov. Sablan, who chairs the 
task force. 

Kimo M. Rosario, special advisor 
for legislative and public relations for 
the mayor's office, told the Variety 
yesterday that the Lt Governor's 
Office informed him that the mayor's 
. request was granted. 

Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio had 
stated that the government is seri
ous in its efforts to close the Puerto 
Rico dump, nothing that the only 

thing getting into the way is the 
strict federa,l government regula
tion ensuring that bird species af
fected by the Marpi landfill project 
are mitigated. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife re
portedly has yet to grant the CNMI 
government a permit to build the 
landfill site, which is being seen 
as the solution to finally address 
concerns on the dangers posed by 
the dump. 

Some 200 hectares ofland have 
been identified across Saipan for 
the mitigation site for bird species 
to be affected by the Marpi land
fill project. 

the due payments. It is only fair 
( to give tax breaks to the affected 
businesses)," he added. 

Reyes said House members are 
"leaning towards approving" the. 
write-off provision. 

He said though that Gov. Pedro 
P. Tenorio's financial advisers 
could move to have it junked. 

Reyes cautioned though that 
government may be sued for not 
servicing its debts, and the provi
sion is its way out. 

"The government stands a 
. chance of being sued for not pay
ing their dues. 

Problem is when government 
has a receivable on the (private) 
enterprises, 

it is assessing interest. There is 
also a law that government should 
also pay interest on any payable. 

"If the government can collect 
interests, so can the business. But 
government is not paying busi
nesses their interest. It is not fair," 
said Reyes. 

The House of Representatives is 
slated to convene next week. Reyes 
expressed hopes a quorum of 14 
lawmakers is reached so that the 
budget bill may be act~d upon. 

Palacios tells Benavente: 
'Don't tell us what to do' 

By Jojo Dass 
Variety News Staff 

REPRESENTATIVE-elect 
Norman S. Palacios yesterday 
lambasted incumbent House 
Speaker Diego T. Benavente (R
Saipan), saying he "has no right 
to dictate us how·to conduct our
selves." 

Palacios 's remarks came at the 
heels of calls by Benavente for 
elected officials of Rota and 
Tinian to "come together" and 
work for w~at is best for the 
whole commonwealth. 

Benavente made the call as he 
stressed that any money coming 
from Congress should benefit the 
entire CNMI based on priorities 
and not on individual islands. 

"In the 12th Legislature, both 
(Rep.) Heinz) Hofschneider and 
(House Speaker Diego) 
Benavente have to deal with me 
and (Rep-elect. Alejo M.) 
Mendiola," said Palacios. in a 
phone interview fr.om Tinian. 

"He (Benavente) is no more 
superior than any of us. He has 
no more business telling us how 
to conduct ourselves." 

Palacios said Saipan lawmak
ers at the next House of Repre
sentatives ''have to deal with 
Mendiola and me.·· 

Tinian and Rota were recently 
visited by at least two congres
sional aides who were there al
legedly to eye for possible 
projects that may be imple
mented. 

Palacios had said his decision 

Speaker Diego T. Benavente 

to switch votes in favor of Rep.
elect Benigno R. Fitial's (R
Saipan) bid for the speaker of the 
next House was influenced by 
the visit which, he said, mani
fested Fitial's "connections" in 
the U.S. Congress. 

Benavente had said other law
makers will block any congres
sional appropriation if it will not 
be based on priorities and in
clude Saipan. 

He stressed though that he had 
always supported appropriations 
from local revenues for Rota and 
Tinian 

"But that was not his choice," 
countered Palacios. 

··we can go back to federal 
budget and funds that were re
ceived and show that only Saipan 
benefited a lot. At any time, we 
are willing to sit down and (dis
cuss the federal programs that 
went toSaipan only)," he added. 

Variety contacted Benavente 
but he declined comment. 

BOE sets time frame for Kagman, Kobler high schools 
By Marian A. Maraya by December 2000 and available 
Variety News Staff for use by January 2001 if work (PSS) ten-year _growth projection dents in SY 2009-2010. 

THE ESTIMATED construction on the project immediately com- for Hopwood 1s at 1613 by SY All three high schools com-
time frame fort he KagmanJunior mences in June 2000. 2009-20 I 0. bined. PSS anticipates to house 
and Senior high schools is set Pellegrino expressed that if co- With the two Junior hi "h some 2938 students in ten years. 
bet:veen December of this year ordinators for these major projects schools on island, a total of 1800 The other senior high school 
until August of 2001, Board of really set their minds to it, the students combined can beconve- plannedinKoblervillcisestimatcd 
Education (BOE) Capital Im- above scenario is "realistic." niently accommodated. accord- to cost a total of $7.5 million. 
provements Project Committee This, he added, if the concerned ing to the CIP committee. Pellegrino said a good quality 
Chair Tony Pellegrino revealed. individualsdonotfallintothe"'educrat The planned new high school school for 600 students can be 

Ifthe project is promplty started and bureaucrat mentality." in Kagman is also eyed to accom- built at this price. 
around this time, Pellegrino said The total budget for the single modate some 600 students. "If we are going to insist on 
both schools can be ready for oc- Junior high school and two new Marianas High School currently fancy buildings with a lot of frills. 
cupancy by August 2001. high schools is $19 million, ac- has over 1738 students for the it cannot be done at this price. 

This would peg the total con- cording to Pellegrino. Tony Pellegrino school year. What we must have and have it 
struction time to 20 months. The Junior high school in Again anticipating a three per- quickly is a good. sturdy, clean 

The CIP committee further Kagman is eyed to accommodate High School in SY 2000-2001 cent annual growth in the student school environment where learn-
added that construction to the at least 600students, anticipating (from 1200 in the present SY to population, figures confirm that a ing can take place. Fancy edifices 
other planned high school in a three percent student popula- 1236 next SY). new high school is indeed a ne- do not make for better educa-
Koblerville should be completed tion growth at Hopwood Junior The Public School System's cessity toaccommodate2336stu- tion," said Pellegrino. 
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Absenteeism tied to alcoholism 
By Hai dee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

ALCOHOL consumption, 
drug abuse and gambling have 
resulted in many cases of low 
office productivity, absentee
ism and tardiness among gov
ernment workers. thereby rais
ing concerns on the need of 
these employees to seek coun
seling and treatment for men
tal health and substance abuse. 

This was disclosed during 
yesterday's Mental Health and 
Substance Abuse Mini-Semi
nar where specialists from the 
Community Guidance Center 
or CGC (formerly the Divi
sion of Mental Health and 
Social Services) presented the 
different services it offers to 
all individuals. 

Officials of various govern
ment agencies showed up for 
the event which is the first 
one of its kind ever held here. 

Josephine Sablan. director 
of CGC said individuals ex
periencing problems with al
coholism. drug and gambling 
addiction oftentimes deny they 
have problems, thereby shun
ning themselves away from 
seeking help. 

··In some areas alcohol 
drinking is associated with ab
senteeism. low productivity. 
How can you actually work 
when you have a hangover or 
are (still groggy) from drugs? 

··rt does affect the commu
nity as a whole in terms of 
productivity when we do say a 
number of government em-

·{ 

$5.00 BARGAIN MATINEES 
Before 6 P.M. · MON. · FRI. 

BEFORE 3:30 P.M. SAT., SUN. & HOL. 

lli'i"iii· A!.!. D:GITAfSOUNC [X)l.....,I 
~ STAO!UM-Sf.ATING ~u~:0~!0~1~ 
Thursday, December 23,. 1999 

BICDITDINIAL MAN ~ 
1:45 • 4:30 • 7:15 • 10:15 PG 
Robin Williams Comedy 

POKEMON ~ 
2:00 • 4:30 • 7:00 • 9:45 G 

SUPERSTAR h'tH 
2:30 • 4:45 • 7: 15 • 9:45 PG-13 

Molly Shannon Comedy 

TOY STORY 2 BTI;j 
2:00 • 4:30 • 7:00 , 9:30 PG 

Walt Disney Animated 

The World is not Enough ~ 
2:15, 5:00, 7:30 • 10:15 R 

Pierce Brosnan Drama 

FIGHT CLUB r.nn 
2:00 • 7:00 

Brad Pill 

R 

Drama 

House on Haunted Hill~ 
4:45. ,o,oo ··a·· 

Suspense Horror 

DOUBLE JEOPARDY ~ 
4:45 • 10:00 

Asley Judd Suspense 

B 

~h.E. !Bach.c.foi ~ 
2:15•7:30 Pll-13 

Comedy 
Chris O'Donnell 

2• HRS SHOWTIME INFO :234-9000 

-~' 

{ 

ployees are being affected," 
said Sablan right after the 
mini-seminar held at the Mt. 
Carmel Social Hall. 

The CGC chief also said the 
reduction or elimination of 
these vices will result in higher 
productivity not only among 
public servants but private 
sector workers as well. 

Regina Torres-Ramsey of 
the Office of Personnel Man
agement (OPM) called on gov
ernment officials present dur
ing the morning event on the 
existence of the 
Commonwealth's Alcohol and 
Drug-Free Workplace Policy 
(Part V. C) of the Personnel 
Service Systems Rules and 
Regulations. 

The said policy encourages 
employees who have problems 
with drugs or alcohol to uti
lize all available resources to 
resolve their problems before 
those problems affect their job 
performance. 

It also made pitch on the 
government's concerns on the 
adverse effect of alcohol and 
drug abuse on "safe and pro
ductive job performance." It 
recognizes that any employee, 
whose ability to perform 
safely and productively is af
fected by the use of alcohol 
and other drugs, jeopardizes 
hew integrity of the work place 
and the achievement of the 
government's mission. 

Francisco S. Ada, a former 
drug and alcohol-dependent, 
shared how he was able to bid 
good-bye to his old habits, 
giving human face to the is
sues discussed during the 

Johnson 
OUTBOARDS 

YEAR-END SPECIAL 
Horse US Factory OUR 
Power Sugg. price PRICE 
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15L 2,269 1,215 
25S 2,534 1,549 
25L 2,568 1,575 

30 3,199 1,750 
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115L 7,836 6,149 
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225X 12,663 8,759 
250X 13,549 9,945 

250XX 14,000 10,139 
250CR 14,133 10,437 

MARBOATS 
Marianas Boats & Motors 

Serving Guam & Micronesia Since '964 
Phone: 477-1989 I 472-2274 • Fax 472-6181 

Hours.· Mon.-Sat.: 9:30a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

seminar. Ada had abused 
drugs for over 15 years and 
with the help of specialists and 
his family, he was able to 
straighten up his life again. 

"There is hope and help. 
Help has been readily avail
able for those who are ready," 
he said. 

Moreover, Sablan reminded 
the community that the holi
day season can also be fun 
without alcohol. 

Also tackled during the semi
nar were the medical aspects of 
substance abuse; alcohol, an-

ger, aggression and abuse; stress 
management; and, culture and 
substance abuse and treatment 
confidentiality. 

The seminar's primary goal 
is to inform the government 
agency heads of the available 
services at the CGC, and they, 
in turn will be the one to in
firm their employees or sub
ordinates. 

"Any one who is aware about 
it could actually convey it to 
friends, relatives, or subordi
nates who do not have any 
notion about these things, 

about our health services," 
said Sablan. 

The seminar was attended 
by supervisors, managers, di
rectors of government agen
cies including the Depart
ments of Public Safety, Pub
lic Health, Labor and Immi
gration. Public Works; Com
monwealth Ports Authority, 
Emergency Management Of
fice, and Customs Division .. 

Sablan also said CGC offers 
training on drug-free work
place to interested private 
companies. 

From left, Norwest Financial manager Monica Perez, Karidat executive director Angie Guerrero, and 
Norwest Financial asst. manager James Matsumoto hold out donated toys for the ''Toys for Tuts" program. 
The toys will be distributed to needy kids this week. spearheaded by Karidat. Photo by Marian A. Maraya 

School-bus for Special Ed. 
students to arrive this week 

By Marian A. Maraya 
Variety News Staff 

THE PUBLIC School System 
(PSS) pupil transportation divi
sion is expecting one additional 
school bus for special education 
students sometime this week, PSS 
Administrative Services Officer 
Jess Sanchez said yesterday. 

With classes over for the re
mainder of the year, bus drivers 
have ample time to give the ve
hicle a proper run-in before school 
starts in 2000, said Sanchez. 

The "special ed" mini bus is 
expected to be equipped with a 
hydraulic lifter for students m 
wheelchairs. 

The vehicle would be a "conve
nient" addition to other similar 
vans PSS currently has in use, 
according to Sanchez. 

Sanchez added that with this 
new Ford-model mini bus, PSS 
will have a total of two 18-capac
ity special ed vehicles and one 12-
capacity van. 

The 18-capacity vehicle holds 
five wheelchair-bound individu
als and accommodates I 2 regular 
seats. 

Furthermore, PSS is also await
ing two regular buses which are 
set to arrive next week, according 
to Sanchez. 

The two new vehicles are pro-

CAf~CCiOSA 
DlllJEli J\J D1~ 
dJ.04 e~ toe- c. :hutf 
Capricciosa famous Home made 

PUMPKIN PIE!! 
La Fiesta Mall III (IF), San Roque 

(670) 322.-9192. 
Below Tony Roma's 

jected to hold 62 passengers. 
These additional fleets are only 

three out of the seven buses which 
PSS needs in order to generate 
effective busing services to all 
students, said Sanchez. 

"In order for us to facilitate 
timely transportation of our stu
dents from all over the commu
nity, not just Saipan but Rota and 
Tinian as well, we would need to 
add seven more to our fleet," 
Sanchez said, in an earlier inter
view. 

With the arrival of two regular 
buses and one special vehicle for 
students with disabilities this 
month, there would be less me
chanical problems to deal with. 

Earlier reports had it that two to 
three PSS buses experience en
gine breakdowns on a daily basis. 

Meanwhile, despite classes for 
the elementary being over, PSS 
bus drivers will continue to report 
to work and administer the buses· 
maintenance. 

"On behalf of the bus drivers, 
the mechanics, media, and surf 
mart division. I would to extend 
my thanks to the commissioner's 
office for sponsoring the end-of
the-year breakfast this morning," 
Sanchez said yesterday. 

"All the bus drivers appreci
ated it. Un dangkulo si yu 'use 
ma'ase," he said. 
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According to Saipan Mayor: 

'No problem with donated Jeeps' 
By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

SAIPAN Mayor Jose C. 
Sablan said he does not see 
any problem of using the right
hand drive used jeeps donated 
by the U.S. Postal Office to 
the CNMI government. 

Sablan explained that there 
is no violation of law consid
ering that the utility vehicles 
given by the U.S. Postal Of
fice are made and come from 
the U.S. mainland. 

"The other agencies in fact 
are already using their jeeps. 
There are two jeeps given to 
us and we 're operating it now 
for community services," said 
the mayor in an interview. 

Governor Pedro P. Tenorio 
received last month 12 used util
ity vehicles to show the U.S. 
Postal Office's appreciation on 
the cheap lease agreement it was 
able to get from the local gov
ernment for the use of a Chalan 
Kanoa postal site. 

The government then dis
tributed the I 0-year-old jeeps, 
estimated to be worth a total 
of$12,000, to Saipan Mayor's 
Office, Rota, Tinian, the Com
monwealth Ports Authority, 
Customs Division, among 
other agencies. 

Some people, however, 
questioned the legality of us
ing right-hand drive vehicles 
in the CNMI. 

Sablan said the donated 
jeeps can be used in the Com-

monwealth because they are 
not considered foreign ve
hicles because it come from 
Hawaii and U.S. made. 

Sabi an said postal jeeps are 
normally right-hand drive for 
easier delivery of mails at 
home boxes in the U.S. 

"It's an additional help for 
our community service pro
gram that we are doing here," 
said the mayor, adding that 
one jeep was already regis
tered while the second is still 
in the process. 

A top Department of Public 
Safety official confirmed that 
there's no problem with right
hand drive as long as such ve
hicles are coming or made 
from the U.S. mainland. 

The DPS official even 
showed the Variety a provi
s1on in the Vehicle Code that 
states in pertinent part that 
"the owner of any foreign 
motor vehicle shall exhibit 
such evidence that will satisfy 

Read wiUl your child everyday. 

the bureau that the applicant 
is the lawful owner of the ve
hicle; provided, that no for
eign vehicle with right hand 
drive, except a heavy equip
ment or construction vehicle, 

shall be i[11ported into the 
Commonwealth, or registered, 
unless has been previously 
registered in the Common
wealth or the U.S., its territo
ries or possession." 
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JACK ANDERSON and JAN MOLLER 

WASHINGTON MERRY-GO-ROUND 

Fat tax 
WASHINGTON - Obesity, according to Judith Stern, vice 

president of the American Obesity Association, is a national 

emergency of epidemic proportions. More than half of Ameri

cans - about 97 million - are overweight, and 39 million of 

those people are obese, or more than·30 pounds overweight. 

Obesity is, according to the American Medical Association, 

the second leading cause of preventable death after smoking. 

Over 300,000 people die every year from being over

weight. The cost of being overweight to Medicare and other 

insurance providers, Stern says, is over $100 billion a year 

when you weigh in the tertiary diseases accompanying obe

sity like diabetes, heart disease and certain types of cancers. 

In the last seven years, there has been a 50 percent increase 

in obesity prevalence in both sexes, in every age group, race, 

education level and smoking status. Even children are larger; 

a fourth of America's kids are obese. 

Secretary of Agriculture Dan Glickman's has planned a 

summit for the next year to explore all types of solutions, 

including the tobacco approach. "The time has come," ac

cording to an article written in the American Medical Asso

ciation magazine, ··to develop a national comprehensive strat

egy - analogous to those already in place for tobacco use." 

First declare war on fats. Kelly Brownell of Yale Univer

sity said obesity is being encouraged by the "toxic food 

environment" offered by fast food joints that offer "high

calorie foods, heavily promoted and good tasting." The up

shot is those restaurants and food makers may be culpable in 

impending lawsuits. "There is no difference_ to me between 

Joe Camel and Ronald McDonald," Brownell said. 

One proposal is for a ''Twinkie Tax" which would be 

applied to high fat-content items and used to subsidize veg

etables and .. approved foods" - and make them cheaper -

as well as research into any of the 23 genes in our DNA that 

are thought to influence body weight. "For us to not treat 

(obesity) and not to spend lots of money - I mean lots of 

money on research - is false economy," Stern told us. 

The Journal of the American Medical Association (JAMA) 

recently devoted an entire issue to this subject. The epidemic 

of fat, according to the magazine, was due to "the availability 

of more food, the growth of the fast-food industry, the 

increased numbers and the marketing of snack food - along 

with a custom of socializing with food and drink." 

Stern told us that the IRS will not allow tax deductions on 

two types of medical treatment: cosmetic surgery and treat

ment for obesity. But the IRS does allow taxation benefits for 

drug, alcohol and tobacco cessation programs. 

The fat tax idea has been around for two years, but action 

taken this year is a Clinton initiative to have nutritional 

information I isted on every restaurant menu that is supposed 

to go into affect in the coming two years. 
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WHAT WAS 
WRONG WITH 
TINY TIM? 

Ferdie P. de la Torre 

• Strike that! 

Encounter with Santa 
CEASE-FIRE is the usual name of the game among 
journalists during Christmas. So why not abide by 
the common rule for the spirit of Yuletide season. 
Let's pause and strike out (not that) on this day the 
hard issues, politics, crimes, and court matters. When 
we say Christmas, it has to be a happy occasion. It's 
nice to greet "Merry Christmas" to the people around 
you. There is spirit of love and sharing almost 
everywhere. Just go drive along Beach Road at night 
and you can easily feel Santa's magic. But when you 
look at these beautiful, colorful Christmas lights and 
decoratiol)s along the highway, usually you have a 
flash back or recall memories especially during your 
childhood. The best part probably would be your 
encounter with Santa. 

*** *** *** 
I could not remember a sad moment celebrating 

Christmas when I was a boy. I always had a great 
time. Eating lot of foods, candies, chocolates, and 
fruits. But the most important for me then were 
Santa's toy gifts since I don't have enough of them. 
Me, my brothers anc.l sisters hanged our socks at 
Christmas tree before going to sleep every Decem
ber 24th. I tried several times to catch Santa, but all 
in vain. Most of the time, I woke up before dawn 
when our socks were already full of gifts. Year after 
year, however, I always had mixed feelings~happy 
and a little bit disappointed-every time I opened my 
socks. Happy for my new toys, chocolates, and 
coins. But somehow disappointed in the sense that 
Santa always put funny things in my socks such as 
rocks, charcoals, bones, etc. etc. How come only me? 
I always asked. My mother would then tell me, 
"Santa knows everything, maybe you are naughty!" 

*** *** *** 
After Christmas, I tried my best to be nice, to be 

honest, to be respectful. But again, when the next 
Christmas came, I received same funny things. 
Year after year, I exerted efforts to be nice, kind, 
and respectful to my parents and older people. In 
fact, as a result, from grades 2 to 6th I always 
received the "most honest" award in school. But 
those funny things from Santa, didn't stop me 
from very, very happy during Christmas. Until 
the time came when I was in 6th grade and learned 
the truth about Santa from my auntie. I w.is so 

disappointed. I could not sleep. I wanted to cry. 
But then I realized that toys were not that too 
attractive to me, after all. Since then, Christmas 
has still been enjoyable. But honestly, the feeling 
is still different when you believe in fantasy. 
When Christmas was so wonderful then. 

*** *** *** 
The unforgettable very sad Christmas I had was 

here on Saipan way back in 1993. I was new on the 
island at that tiine. Due to pressure from my job in a 

· different environment coupled with homesickness, 
fever caught me on December 23rd. On the 24th, my 
fever got worse. I didn't have medicine. Alone in my 
barracks. I was too shy to beg for medicine from my 
co-workers who live in the adjacent barracks. My 
head was too heavy. I could hardly stand up. I was 
shaking from cold. I wanted to eat, but I'm not 
hungry. Then I remembered my kid. "I should sur
vive," I told myself. I tried to cook rice porridge 
(lugaw), but was not sure how to do it. I just put 
plenty water to make sure. After a few minutes, I 
slowly stood up. I put up salt on the porridge, and 
with both eyes closed, started to eat. 

*** *** *** 
I looked at my watch. It was exactly 2 a.m. That 

time it was 12 midnight back home in Manila wherein 
people would start yelling "Merry Christmas" and 
greet each other. It was too silent in the barracks. I 
could only hear the vibration from the CUC electric 
wires caused by strong winds. My co-workers went 
to a party. I was alone in my small room. I pitied to 
myself. I remembered again my kid. I shed tears. 
And cried. My body was still shaking. I slowly took 
the picture of my kid from my wallet. Then returned 
it. Without knowing it, I uttered: "Mommy!"Forthe 
first time in my adolescent life, I cried while calling 
my Mom. I shook my head. I said "this is life." And 
I smiled. The next time I knew, it was already 8 in the 
morning. I felt okay. I could not recall, if it was a 
beautiful Christmas Day. But Santa made me stron
ger. 

TO ALL Strike That readers, "Merry Christ
mas and Happy New Year!!! Maligayang Pasko 
at Manigong Bagong Taon!!! Felis Paskua Yan 
Biba Aiiu Nuebu!!! 
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By Walter R. Mears 

WASHINGTON - For Al Gore, a Democratic campaign without 
TV ads would run just fine. For Bill Bradley, it would be a handicap. 

That's why Bradley scornfully snubbed Gore's handshake when 
the vice president made his theatrical, televised attempt to seal a 
deal only he wanted to make. 

The Gore camp insists that his challenge to Bradley to scrap TV 
ads in their contest for the Democratic presidential nomination was 
real, an effort to advance campaign reform, not a setup he knew 
would be rejected. But he sprang it as a surprise, in debate on NBC's 
"Meet the Press" Sunday, hardly a promising way to make a deal. 

Not that there was going to be one with Bradley anyhow. 
"Gore actually believes this stuff," said Bob Shrum, the media 

advisor who helped him ready the challenge. "The discussion of this 
idea took about 3 1/2 minutes. He just wanted to do it." 

Understandably so. 
Broadcast ads are a key piece of Bradley's effort to make his name 

known. Campaigning Monday in Des Moines, Bradley chuckled 
when he was asked why he'd instantly, and icily, rejected Gore's 
move. 

"If 30 percent to 40 percent of the people in tlie country don't 
know who you are," he said, "not using television politically would 
seem a little- bit contrary to your interests." 

Or a lot. The Bradley campaign said at Thanksgiving that he was 
spending about $500,000 in a week on TV ads aimed at voters in 
Iowa, where Democrats vote by caucus on Jan. 24, and New 
Hampshire, where the first primary will be held Feb. 1. That was 
nearly double what he'd spent as of Sept. 30, the last reporting date. 
The Gore campaign has not provided estimates of his fall ad 
spending, but it obviously is up sharply, too. New spending reports 
to the Federal Election Commission are due at the end of this month. 

Republican Steve Forbes, whose costly campaign of attack ads in 
1996 boosted him only briefly, called the Gore offer a gimmick, 
from a candidate whose office affords him free publicity. 

"He wants to use his advantages and cut off any challengers," 
Forbes said in Manchester, N.H. "How is an independent outsider 
supposed to compete? · 

"You need ads to get your message out." 
Independent analysts agree. 
To stop advertising would effectively freeze Bradley into second 

place, said Stephen Hess of The Brookings Institution. 
Ads can be a turnoff to some voters, Andrew Kohut, director of 

The Pew Research Center said, but still effective for a candidate 
who is not as well known as a rival. "So Bradley probably was wise 
to say no," he said. 

Forbes has put his campaign money, most of it his own, where his 
argument for TV ads is. For the first nine months of the year, he 
reported spending $5,453,932 on TV and radio ads, according to 
The Campaign Study Group, a private research organization. That 
was more than five times the ad spending reported by the GOP 
leader, Gov. George W. Bush, but he is said to be prepared to spend 
up to $20 million on campaign advertising. In both cases. the 
spending reports were for the period before the ad wars intensified 
this fall, with more escalation coming next month, and even more 
before the big state primary barrage on March 7. 

Gore's challenge to Bradley. in the most combative of their three 
campaign debates, was to scrap ads and start debating twice weekly. 
Shrum said ending ads wouldn't suffice without constant debates, 
because without them the candidates wouldn't be communicating. 

But that assumes that somebody would televise two Democratic 
debates a w,;ck - and that voters would be watching. It also assumes 
that the ads arc not the best way to tell voters about :1 candidate. 

Brac.llcy said they can be. whtn a canc.liJate knows what he wants 
to Jo and says so in 30 seconds. He saiu it fits with his personal 
campaigning, town meetings, and the debates he anti Gore already 
are having, a total of five by early January. 

His latest ad in New Hampshire and Iowa concentrates on campaign 
reform, an issue that seems to be registering in both states. Gore says 
he's been working for reform for more than 20 years, that his record is 
stronger on it is stronger than Bradley's. But he bears some burden for 
Democratic fundraising excesses in President Clinton's 1996 cam
paign, although he was not accused of breaching campaign laws. 

The ad-ban challenge seemed designed to boost him on the reform 
issue. As president, Gore said, he would make sweeping reform 
happen. And as candidate, he said he and Bradley could get a head 
start by scrapping ads. He said they account for more than half the 
money that goes into campaigning. 

Bradley said Gore sounded to him like a candidate with fund
raising problems. Gore denied it. But a long campaign of costly 
commercials woulu put either Democrat in money trouble by April, 
Shrum said. 

Worst case for the Democrats. that could mean a silent campaign 
srring and early summer, particularly against Bush, who would 
have ample funds to spend. 

In chat case, the Democratic question wouldn't be barring ads, it 
would be finding a way to get theirs on the air. 
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FEATURE: 

Ceausescu still haunts Romania 

By Roxana Dascalu 
TARGOVISTE, Romania (Reuters) - "I saw the 
death of a president," said Valentin Sandu, a young 
officer at the old cavalry barracks where Nicolae 
Ceausescu was executed by firing squad 10 years 
ago this Christmas Day. 

"Then I realized I had seen the death of a man," 
added Sandu, now 36 and a captain, as he remem
bered the drama unfolding before his eyes as Ro
mania was racked by eastern Europe's most violent 
anti-Communist revolution. 

"Now I can't bear to watch even a dog being 
shot." 

Sandu straightened his shoulders and pointed 
silently to gray cement smears patching the holes 
left by bullets which riddled Ceausescu and his 
wife Elena. 

Ceausescu, who proclaimed himself the "Genius 
of the Carpathians" ended his 24-year reign, his 
back against that wall in the yard of the rusty
colored barracks in Targoviste, a steel town he had 
planned to turn into his new capital. 

Ten years later, Sandu and his equally young 
commanding officer are taking turns to tell how 
Romania's power-crazy first couple spent their last 
three days inside the barracks. 

Emotions have been brought under control with 
the passage of time, buttheiropenness in telling the 
story of Ceausescu's final days is a sign of the break 
with the communist past. 

"It is something I do not like to remember," said 
Major Viorel Simescu, the commanding officer of 
the barracks. "What we lived here IO years ago was 
a nightmare." 

"He looked like a helpless little old man," contin
ued Simescu as he recalled seeing Ceausescu, 72, 
and 74-year-old Elena, driven to the barracks near 
Targoviste 's main railway station on Dec. 22, 1989. 

A few hours before, the couple had fled Bucharest 
and massive protests outside the Romanian Com
munist Party's headquarters, with demonstrators 
shouting "Down with Ceausescu." 

The flight by helicopter ended on a road near 
Targoviste. From there, they v. ere driven by a car to 
the barracks. · 

A summary trial by an improvised military court 
followed three days later, ending in a death sen
tence and execution. 

By Adam Tanner 
BERLIN (Reuters) - They met ostensibly to talk 
about preventing future conflicts, but the Group of 
Eight foreign ministers in Berlin on Friday found it 
difficult to grapple with the one at hanc.1. in the 
Russian scparatist rcgion of Chechnya. 

The ministers from Japan aml the Wc:st sharply 
niticizt:d Russia for its war against Chechnya but 
shied away from taking any concrete measures in 
response. 

"We worry the medicine could be worse than the 
illness," one Western official said. 

The world's seven leading economies kept up 
tough language against Russia - their partner in the 
GS - that has intensified in recent weeks, but ta! k of 
economic or other concrete moves was absent. 

'·Many of us demand an immediate ceasefire. 
intended to be pe1manent, throughout the territory of 
Chechnya," German Foreign Minister Joschka 
Fischer told reporters. 

"At this critical juncture, we therefore look for a 
clear signal from the Russian government that it has 
understood the need to reach a political settlement as 
soon as possible," he continued. ··such a signal is of 
the utmost impo1tance for all of our relations in the 
future." 

Western diplomats say they fear tougher action 
could harm wider relations with Moscow without 
helping to improve the situation in Chechnya. 
where Russia says it is fighting to root out terror
ism. 

"Our only duty was to protect him. He was the 
president of the country and Supreme Commander 
of the Armed Forces," added Sandu remembering 
the grizzly story of Ceausescu's, last days. 

"They wanted to be close to each other at all 
moments," he said, opening the door to a room inside 
the barracks where Ceausescu and his wife spent 
their last three nights together, watched by an armed 
guard. 

"Whatever he did, he asked for her opinion," 
Sandu said. He pointed to a small army bed, one of 
three in the room: "They asked to sleep in the same 
bed." · 

"On December 25, they slept no more," he added 
in a somber tone. ·'There was so much shooting and 
chaos around, that by that time nobody remembered 
it was Christmas Day. 

"Two helicopters flew in from Bucharest that day. 
at noon. We had no idea that there was going to be a 
trial." 

Sandu said that General Victor Stanculescu, then 
in charge of army procurement and a member of 
Ceausescu's entourage, had stepped down and asked 
the then barracks commander: "\Vhere are the two 
packages?" - a reference to the couple. 

Everything was over within three hours: trial. 
conviction on charges of genocide and execution of 
the death sentence by five paratroopers, an impro
vised firing squad. 

The five men - who had arrived with two military 
judges and five ''witnesses," including Stanculescu, 
sent in by the leftists who had swept to power in 
Bucharest - then wrapped the bodies in canvas sheets. 
loaded them on the helicopters and flew away. 

"When he was taken out of the building, Ceausescu 
started to sing bits of the Internationale," Sandu said 
in a reference to the old proletarian anihem. 

"I was 100 meters away, watching the scene with 
some 100 men. He shouted something like 'Death to 
the traitors'. Then the paratroopers pushed them against 
the wall. I guess he met his death quite bravely. 

"Then they opened fire. He was not hit in the face, 
like she was. That's why there was so much blood 
around her. His fur coat was soaked in blood. My 
first reaction was nausea ... Then I went to tell my 
colleagues. Some started to cry, others just swore." 

As he spoke, life went on routinely outside the 
barracks. 

··Do you think anything we do will really change 
Russian policy in Chechnya?" one official said. 

The underlying caution always stems from fears 
about rattling Russia's vast nuclear arsenal and still 
unsteady recent tradition of democracy. Sunday's 
forthcoming parliamentary election has further rnm
plicned Western diplomatic clTons. 

State Department spokcs111a11 .l:u11cs Rubin said 
Washington would not halt its aid because it went to 
good causes such as boosting the safety of Russia's 
nuclear weapons or helping non-governmental orga
nizations. 

Germany's Fischer has taken a cautious line since 
the beginning of the Chechen war, calling it a mis
take but saying it is essential to European security 
that the West maintain good relations with Moscow. 

Ivanov, who earlier this year called NATO's war 
against Yugoslavia "barbarism," has at times ap
peared pained to have to face repeated questions 
about Chechnya, which Russia regards an internal 
matter. 

At the last minute, the dapper diplomat who spent 
a decade in Spain skipped a scheduled appearance at 
the meeting's closing news conference. 

"He clearly didn't want to be subjected to the kind 
of questioning in public that he got in private," a 
Western official said. 

Russia had itself tried to claim the moral high 
ground during NATO's war in Yugoslavia, when-it 
bitterly denounced the Western alliance for the fight
ing but took few connete steps)n retaliation. 

I 
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Maximum sentence for drug smuggling 

Ex-Manila cop gets 8 years 
By Eric F. Say 
Variety News Staff 

A FORMER Philippine police
man who was found guilty of drug 
importation last August will have 
a long time to ponder his crime. 

Henry R. Arquiza was sen-

tenced by U.S. District Court 
Judge John S. Unpingco yester
day to a maximum of eight years 
and one month incarceration in a 
federal prison. 

A jury earlier found Arquiza 
guilty of attempting to smuggle 

crystal methamphetamine or"ice" 
into Guam on a flight from Ma
nila last May 25. Customs offic
ers discovered 39 grams of"ice" 
in a hollowed out tennis shoe in 
Arquiza's luggage. 

Unpingco said he gave Arquiza 
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the maximum prison sentence, 
because the former policeman 
tried to persuade Customs offic
ers at the airport into believing he 
was an active duty officer and 
should be given special immunity 
from searches. 

That immunity is known among 
law enforcement members the 
world over as "courtesy of port." 

But a Philippine National Po
lice records superintendent, who 
was flown to Guam from Manila, 
testified that Arquiza had been 
fired three years and had never 
returned his badge, uniform or 
service revolver. 

During the four-day trial, 
Arquiza's attorney, Robert 

Hartsock, argued that the govern
ment failed to prove his client put 
the drugs into the shoe. 

U.S. Assistant Attorney General 
Joseph Wilson said yesterday that 
he was extremely pleased with 
Unpingco' s sentencing decision. 

He saidthis should send a clear 
message that people trying to 
smuggle drugs to Guam will be 
caught, prosecuted and thrown 
behind bars for a long time. 

After the sentencing, Arquiza 
was handcuffed and led out of the 
courtroom by U.S. marshals. 

He will have to serve out his 
entire sentence because the pa-· 
role system has been abolished in 
the federal prison system. 

US may allow Palau to 
sit in FSM, RMI talks 
By Eileen 0. Tabaranza 
For the Variety 

KOROR (Palau Horizon) -
United States special negotiator 
Allen Stayman is seriously con
sidering at granting Palau's re
quest to sit down as observer in 
the upcoming Compact of Free 
Association (COFA) negotia
tions between the U.S. and the 
Federated States of Micronesia 
(FSM) and the Republic of 
Marshall Islands (RMI). 

The next Compact negotiations 
with the RMI will take place as 
soon as a new government is in 
place, while formal round two 
talks with FSM are planned for 
either in February or March 2000. 

The 15-year Compact of FSM 
and RMI will both expire in 2001, 
while the Compact for Palau will 
end in 2009. 

Legal Counsel to the President 
David Perrin said the possibility 
is high for Palau to sit down in 
the talks when the negotiations 
get into more detailed and sub
stantive discussions. 

"But at this stage, these nego
tiations as Stayman reported to 
us have no substance yet. Be
cause of that, Palau for the time 
being will receive regular brief
ings and information directly 

from Stayman and be allowed to 
make its comments known," 
Perrin said. 

Perrin was part of the delega
tion who went to Honolulu, Ha
waii along with President 
Kuniwo Nakamura, Commerce 
and Trade Minister Okada 
Techitong, Financial Adviser to 
the President Rich Minaker, 
Presidential Chief of Staff 
Temmy Shmull and two special 
assistants to attend the annual 
economic consultation with the 
U.S. high level team. 

For the time being, Perrin said 
Stayman will brief President 
Nakamura directly after every 
discussions and the progress of 
the talks between the U.S., RMI 
andFSM. 

The legal counsel said the three 
parties involve in the negotia
tions have not set an agenda yet 
and a range of topics to be dis
cussed during the talks. 

Perrin earlier said that Presi
dent Nakamura's insistence to 
be part of the negotiations as 
observer was in anticipation that 
Palau would have a hard time to 
negotiate a different deal from 
that of RMI and FSM because 
the U.S. lumped these countries 
together. 

Hillbroom 'heart & soul' of 
Hillblom probate, says Lujan 

By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

GUAM lawyer David J. Lujan 
has claimed thatLarryHillblom's 
son, Junior Larry Hill broom, has 
been the heart and sou I of the 
Hillblom probate since it was 
opened in 1995. 

Lujan in court papers said set
ting aside humility, Hillbroom is 
convinced that the Hillblom es
tate has benefitted the most from 
the kid's efforts. 

"Junior (Hillbroom) has been 
the most instrumental in detem1in
ing who the heirs are," said Lujan 
referring to DNA-confirmed 
Hillblom kids-Hillbroom, 
Mercedita Feliciano, Jellian 
Cuartero, and Nguyen Be Lory. 

The lawyer said Hill broom's 

camp has been the most instru
mental in "asset marshaling" and 
in bringing additional wealth to 
all qualified heir claimants 
(Hillblom Trust and four kids). 

"Junior has been instrumental 
in ensuring that the estate is ad
ministered properly; has been the 
chief protagonist for an early clo
sure," said Lujan in addressing 
the allocation of contingent fee 
deduction issue. 

Hillbroom has been the most 
instrumental among the qualified 
heir claimants in the settlement of 
all outstanding claims against the 
estate, said Lujan, citing the cases 
of Saudi Prince Saud Bin Naif 
Bin Abdulaziz and associate 
Bassam M. Jahr, businessman Po 
Chung, among others. 
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Search on in Guam. Rota. Tinian. Saipan 

Millenni11m Baby project launched 
By Theresa R. Gutierrez 
Variety News Staff 

HAGATNA-MBROS, Inc. and 
Bristol Myers yesterday an· 

nounced the launching of the 
millennium baby project. 

The first child to be born in 
the year 2000 in the Marianas 

A billboard announcing the search for the Millennium Baby of 2000 is 
shown in this photo. Huggies and Bristol Meyers are but two of the 
many gift sponsors for the first baby of 2000, from Guam and the CNMI. 
Photo by Eduardo C. Siguenza 

Bui One 
foollong 9ub 
uet One ~or 

Only on 9undays for the Month of Dei!.ember ·qq, 
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footlong o~ equal or lesser value 

for qq <!.ents only. 

AVAILABLE AT PARTICIPATING LOChTIONS ON GUAM & SAIPAN. 

chain-Guam, Saipan, Rota and 
Tinian-will be considered the 
"official millennium baby." 

Ambros, the distributor of 
Buggies, and Bristol Myers will 
donate substantial amount of 
products to the millennium ba
bies. 

Huggies will award 2,000 dip
pers, baby wipes and a custom
made plaque to the millennium 
babies on Guam and the North
ern Marianas. Each plaque will 
have the baby's picture. 

Will Santos, product manager 
of Kimberly-Clark.' the manu
facturer of Huggies, is hopefu I 
that the promotion will attract 
international media attention. 

Guam and the Northern 
Marianas are the first U.S. ju
risdictions to greet the New 
Year. 

"Huggies represents babies, 
babies represent a brand new 

year. In our culture babies are 
of great significance. That is 
why we decided to join forces 
with the other sponsors," Santos 
said. 

Bristol Myers will award the 
first millennium baby with a 
one-year supply of Infamil in
fant formula. Upon reaching one 
year of age, the baby will get the 
next-step toddler formula, as 
well as the Infamil Smart Music 
program which consists of se
lected music that has shown to 
increase a child's learning ca
pacity. 

As for the. baby's mother, 
Bristol Myers has a special gift 
of shampoo, conditioner, styl
ing' aids and body wash by 

· Herbal Essence. She will also 
be awarded hair color by Nice 
and Easy. 

The company will also put 
out a full page newspaper ad-

vertisement portraying the mil
lennium baby. 

A special party has been set 
on Jan. l, 2000. The celebra
tion will bring together all 
those born on New Year's 
Day-from I 900 to 2000. 
Food for the event will be do
nated by Bristol Myers. 
· Currently, there are about 517 
individuals born on New Year's 
Day, and I 04 have registered 
with the Ufisinan Project 
Hagatfta, which is coordinating 
the event. 

To gather all data on the spe
cial day, Naval Hospital Guam 
and the Guam Memorial Hospi
tal, along with the hospitals and 
clinics in the Northern 
Marianas, will be given a spe
cial phone number. The number 
will connect them directly to a 
contact person at the Guam Civil 
Defense Office. 
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Fishery issues up at heanngs 
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MANAGEMENT issues con- While blue shark stocks m the 
cerning sharks, coral reef re- central North Pacific are con-
sources and bottomfish, sea- sidered healthy, the proposed 
mount groundfish and crusta- amendment would be a precau-
cean fisheries are the focus of tionary measure until a popula-
hearings to be conducted by the tion assessment is completed in 
Western Pacific Fishery Man- spring 2000. 
agement Council. Additional amendments to the 

The forums will gather public Pelagics FMP would establish a 
input at meetings scheduled for mechanism for adjusting the. 
Dec. 20 in American Samoa; quota annually based on current 
Dec. 28 in Guam; Dec. 29 on indicators of the health of the 
Saipan, Northern Mariana Is- stocks as well as prohibit the 
lands; and Dec. 28, J 999, use of bottom longline gear to 
through Jan. 13, 2000, in Ha- catch pelagic fish between 3 and 
waii. 50 nautical miles around the 

Written comments will be ac- Northwestern Hawaiian Islands 
cepted until Jan. 24. The meet- (NWHI) and between 3 and 75 
ings are being held by the Coun- nautical miles around the main 
cil, which prepares fishery man- Hawaiian Islands. 
aoement plans (FMPs) for wa- The use of other longline gear 
t;rs in the exclusive economic is already prohibited in these · 
zone (EEZ) surrounding the is- areas. 
lands as well as the unincorpo- The public is also invited to 
rated US Pacific Islands. comment on the draft Coral Reef 

As part of the Council pro- Ecosystem FMP and prelimi-
cess, public input is solicited nary draft EIS. 
during the preparation and In October, the Council ini-
amendment of FMPs. Theenvi- tially approved the following 
ronment impact statement (EIS) preferred alternatives; marine 
that accompanies an FMP also protected areas for the unincor-
incorporates public input. porated islands, NWHI and 

In October, the Council ini- Guam's offshore southwest 
tially approved an amendment banks; a list of allowable fish-
to its Pelagics Fisheries Man- ing gear and methods; fishing 
agement Plan (FMP) that would permit and reporting require-
limit the annual harvest of inci- ments; and a framework pro-
dental and directed shark cess with options for future con-
catches in and around the Ha- sideration. TheCouncilalsoini-
waii EEZ. tially approved a formal pro-

A quota of 50,000 sharks cess to address management of 
would be established for ves- species associated with coral 
sels with a Hawaii longline lim- reef ecosystems that are cov-
ited entry permit. ered under the existingPelagics, 

In 1998, the fleet of about 110 Precious Corals, Crustaceans or 
vessels caught about 99,000 Bottomfish and Seamount 
sharks and harvested about Groundfish FMPs. 
60,000. For more information, please 

Approximately ninety-five call the Council at (808) 522-
percent of the sharks were blue 8220, fax (808) 522-8226 or 
sharks, an open-ocean species visit the Council's web site at 
with a worldwide distribution. www.wpcouncil.org. 
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THE Marianas Institute of Fili~ 
pin& CP As is conducting a 
Y2K Millennium Bug Semi
nar Workshop on Monday, 
Dec, 27, 6 p.m. at the Philip
pine Overseas Labor Office, 
Ground Floor Nauru Building 
Susupe. 

MIFICP A members and par
ticipants will have the chance to 
know: 

• General Information on Y2K 
• How to survive the Y2K 

crisis 
• How to know if your com

pany is Y2K ready, and 
• Wbat Accounting software 

addresses the Y2K bug, 
Two resource speakers from 

· >recogniz¢4ck~®fifbo.~p.fuie~ 
in,·. the. CNML are available to 
address important fSS1leS COfl-' 
ceming the Year2000prol:>lem; 
just a few days before it strikes 
on New Years Eve. 

The seminar workshop is one 
of the professional development 
activities of the organization to 
update its members. on current 
issues affecting the AccClunting 
profession. 

All MIFICPA members. are 
encourage to attend for a mini 0 

ma! fee of$5. 
For more informatlon,,plea~ 

call Nestor Alegre i!t.2;lfQ79?' 
or 234-9272orireneTaritiiidi:)at 
236-2406. 
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Nakamura presses with 
agri development plans 

By Eileen 0. Tabaranza 
For the Variety 

KOROR (Palau Horizon) -
Impressed by ~e recommenda
tions made by the agricultural 
taskforce to put agriculture at the 
forefront of the economy, Presi
dent Kuniwo Nakamura has de
manded national and state leaders · 
to implement these measures "one 
by one." 

In a National Leadership Meet
ing on Agriculture held Tuesday, 
Nakamura formally endorsed the 
National Task Force on Agricul
ture Development (NTFAD) re
port to the national and state lead
ers. 

"The task force did a fine job in 
producing the report," the presi
dent said in Palauan. 

The meeting was called by the 
president to get leaders' commit
ment and support in developing 
agriculture industry in the coun
try. 

Nakamuraassuredthetaskforce 
and leaders that he will direct the 
Ministry of Resources and De
velopment (MRD) to implement 
all of the recommendations that 
are directed to the MRD minister. 

What he cannot assure though 
is the appropriations of the bud
get from the Olbiil Era Kelulau to 
be used implement the recom
mendations made by the task 
force. 

In its first phase of work, the 
NTFAD, chaired by Senator Ro
man Yano, identified and recom
mended short-term solutions on 
how to develop agriculture and 
aquaculture sectors on Palau. 

The task force recommended 
solutions on how to assist farmers 

,~~INGU 
SET 

Kuniwo Nakamura 

to improv~ their production, eradi
cate fruit fly species, replace im
ported products, market local ag
ricultural products and applica
tion of animal quarantine rules to 
agriculture development. 

The second phase of the 
NTFAD's work would focus on 
the structure and role of the gov
ernment in agriculture develop
ment. 

Yano added that.the task force 
will deal mostly with the long
term issues such as incorporate 
agriculture and aquaculture pro
grams into school curriculum, 
aquaculture development and pro
posed structure as component of 
the government of Palau. 

The senator said he was pleased 
with the commitment and support 
that the national and state leaders 
showed during the meeting. "One 
of the things achieved in the meet
ing was that we stirred a national 
interests on agriculture develop
ment," Yano pointed out. 

"It is very important to develop 
the agriculture sector of the 
economy. We have to strengthen 
the sector to attain our self suffi-

ciency by feeding ourselves and 
not rely on imported products," 
Yano said. 

He further said that attention 
should be focused on how Palau 
could get hold of the 85 cents of 
thetourists'$1.00spending. Yano 
explained that Palau is only get
ting 15 cents of the dollar that is 
being spent by tourists and that 85 
cents usually gets out of the coun
try. 

This happens, according to 
Yano, because most of the tour
ists bought imported products in
stead of the locally-made and 
grown products. 

But if Palau could substitlite 
the imports with a locally-pro
duced products, the country could 
benefit more by getting the 85 
cents instead of the 15 cents. 

"We also need to change our 
thinking that fishing is a men's 
job and agriculture is a women's 
job. As part of the economy, 
agriculture is a men's as well as 
women's job," Yano pointed out. 

He cited that in developed coun
tries such as Japan, Australia and 
Europe, fishing is not much of a 
decent livelihood. The econo
mies of these countries, he added, 
started with agriculture develop
ment. 

Yanoreiteratedthatfarmingand 
farmers are very important as
pects of the economy because the 
stock market before it diversified 
into so many stocks, started with 
agricultural stocks. 

He cited that the Philippines 
has been successful in feeding its 
peopje because it grows its own 
products and any surplus of this is 
exported. 
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Protest awaits Wahid visit 
PORT MORESY (Pacnews) 
-A Papua New Guinea (PNG) 
NGO. the Melanesian Solidar
ity Group (MELSOL) has 
threatened to disrupt a proposed 
state visit by Indonesian Presi
dent. Ab<lurrnh-man Wahid. 

MELSOL General Secretary. 
Powes Parkop. in a media state
ment said while they welcome 

the visit of the President, "he 
must come with a new message 
for the people of Irian J aya 
(West Papua) Province". 

MELSOL is in the process of 
rallying and mobilising support 
from churches. trade unions, and 
women's organisations to de
mand independence for Irian 
J aya. if the President chooses to 
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ignore the topic. 
Parkop said President Wahid 

must come with the intention to 
announce to the Melanesian 
people and the rest of the world 
a step by step plan for the 
decolonisation of Irian Jaya. 

MELSOL believes the Presi
dent must also apologise to the 
Melanesian people of PNG and 

Irian Jaya forthe crimes his coun
try allegedly committed against 
them and the province, and seek 
reconciliation and friendship with 
the Melanesian people. 

Successive PNG governments 
have maintained Irian Jaya re
mains an integral part of Indo-

nesia. 
However. some senior PNG 

politicians like the former Op' 
position Leader and now 
Speaker, Bernard Narokobi 
have criticised· Indonesia, say
ing it must recognise the plight 
of the West Irian people. 
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PNG denies troops~ involv~ment . . . . 

PORT MORESBY (Pacnews) 
- The Papua New Guinea De
fence Force (PNGDF) has denied 
any involvement by soldiers in 
the attempted-armed robbery in 
Port Moresby last Friday (Dec 
17). 

Defence Force chief of Staff, 
Colonel David Takendu, has re
affirmed police statements that 
the five men, who were shot dead 
during the raid, were criminals. 

But he's confirmed that one of 

the five was a former soldier, dis
charged in · 1997. 

He said the army is helping 
police with a separate investiga
tion into the military-style weap
ons used by the gang. 

The Defence Force has not ruled 
out the theft of hand grenades and 
guns from its armoury in Port 
Moresby, but Colonel Takendu 
said the weapons could have origi
nated from the Australia black 
market. 
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Experts sift through 
garbage from Japan 

Three members of the seven-man Japanese team are lifted by a forklift 
as they examine suspected hazardous materials from 122 40-footer 
containers from Tochigi, Japan. AP 

MANILA, Philippines (AP) - Macondray was held liable as the 
Wearingmasksandrubbergloves, freight handler. 
a team of Japanese government The seven-member Japanese 
officials and environmental ex- team hopes to determine who 
perts Tuesday sifted through hos- should be held liable for shipping 
pital and household waste shipped 
from Japan to determine whether 
it was illegal and should be sent 
back. 

Masafumi Ishii, director of the 
Southeast Asia division of the 
Japanese Foreign Ministry and 
leaderof the group, said it was too 
early to determine whether the 
shipment was hazardous, as the 
Philippine government contends. 

the waste. 
Atthe Manila port, Ishii 's group 

by Tuesday had opened only a 
few of the 122 steel containers 
packed with large plastic bags of 
waste. So far it has found soiled 
adult diapers, rubber boots, alu
minum foil, used sanitary nap
kins, noodle cups, plastic wrap
pers, and empty medicine vials. 

Shinsei Enterprises registered 
the shipment as recyclable paper 
and plastic, but Philippine offi
cials said the contents were non
recyclable, and thus illegal. 

Environment Secretary Anto
nio Cerilles has filed a crimfoal · 
complaint against Shinsei En
terprises, but the company re
fused a summons addressed to 
company President Faith 
Mizuguchi and failed to appear 
at a Department of Justice hear
ing Tuesday. 

Another hearing has been set 
for Jan. 12 .. 

Philippine customs officials say 
Japanese trading company Shinsei 
Enterprises in August shipped the 
steel containers from Tochigi, 
Japan, to its sister company in the 
Philippines. The waste, never 
claimed, was left at a Manila port. 

The Philippine government also 
accused Geneva-based Societe 
Generale de Surveillance, the 
world's largest customs inspec
tion company, a11d Manila-based 
freight handler Macondray Carri
ers, Inc. of involvement. SGS al
legedly gave clearance for the 
shipment from Japan and 
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RP said on road 
to full re.c·ove:cy; : 
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MANILA, Philippines (AP) -
The Philippine economy is on 
the road to full recovery. with 
growth of 4 percent to 5 percent 
expected next year, the 
government's chief economic 
planner said Tuesday. 

Socioeconomic Planning Sec
retary Felipe Medalla, speaking 
at a briefing on the economy's 
performance and prospects, said 
growth in 2000 will be spurred 
by a recovery in the crisis-hit 
manufacturing sector, robust 
exports, sustained growth in the 
services sector and a stable ag
riculture economy. 

For 1999, gross domestic 
product is expected to expand 3 
percent after contracting 0.5 
percent in 1998 due to the fall
out from Asia's economic cri
sis. 

Get the perfect 
gab gift this Christmas 

Take 25% off all otner cellular 
and paging units in stock 

and 25% off all accessories. 

Motorola StarTRC 3000U 

Motorola U3620 

Philippine President Joseph Estrada (right) is. greeted by former 
President Fidel Ramos during a parade on the 64th anniversary of the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines Tuesday. AP 
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PrOteSt"iWaits Wahid visit 
PORT MORESY (Pacnews) 
-A Papua New Guinea (PNG) 
NGO. the Melanesian Solidar
ity Group (MELSOL) has 
threatened to disrupt a proposed 
state visit by Indonesian Presi
dent. Abdurrah-man Wahid. 

MELSOL General Secretary. 
Powes Parkop. in a media state
ment said while they welcome 

the visit of the President, "he 
must come with a new message 
for the people of Irian J aya 
(West Papua) Province··. 

MELSOL is in the process of 
rallying and mobilising support 
from churches. trade unions, and 
women's organisations to de
mand independence for Irian 
J aya. if the President chooses to 

ignore the topic. 
Parkop said President Wahid 

must come with the intention to 
announce to the Melanesian 
people and the rest of the world 
a step by step plan for the 
decolonisation of Irian Jaya. 

MELSOL believes the Presi
dent must also apologise to the 
Melanesian people of PNG and 
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Irian Jaya for the crimes his coun
try allegedly committed against 
them and the province, and seek 
reconciliation and friendship with 
the Melanesian people. 

Successive PNG governments 
have maintained Irian Jaya re
mains an integral part of Indo-

nesia. 
However, some senior PNG 

politicians like the former Ope 
position Leader and now 
Speaker, Bernard Narokobi 
have criticised· Indonesia, say
ing it must recognise the plight 
of the West Irian people. 
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PNG denies troops' involvement 
PORT MORESBY (Pacnews) 
- The Papua New Guinea De
fence Force (PNGDF) has denied 
any involvement by soldiers in 
the attempted-armed robbery in 
Port Moresby last Friday (Dec 
17). 

Defence Force chief of Staff, 
Colonel David Takendu, has re
affirmed police statements that 
the five men, who were shot dead 
during the raid, were criminals. 

But he's confirmed that one of 

the five was a former soldier, dis
charged in· 1997. 

He said the army is helping . 
police with a separate investiga
tion into the military-style weap
ons used by the gang. 

The Defence Force has not ruled 
out the theft of hand grenades and 
guns from its armoury in Port 
Moresby, but Colonel Takendu 
said the weapons could have origi
nated from the Australia black 
market. 
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Experts sift through 
garbage from Japan 

the waste. 
At the Manila port, Ishii's group 

by Tuesday had opened only a 
few of the 122 steel containers 
packed with large plastic bags of 
waste. So far it has found soiled 
adult diapers, rubber boots, alu
minum foil, used sanitary nap
kins, noodle cups, plastic wrap
pers, and empty medicine vials. 

Shinsei Enterprises registered 
the shipment as recyclable paper 
and plastic, but Philippine offi
cials said the contents were non
recyclable, and thus illegal. 

Three members of the seven-man Japanese team are lifted by a forklift 
as they examine suspected hazardous materials from 122 40-footer 
containers from Tochigi, Japan. AP 

Environment Secretary Anto
nio Cerilles has filed a criminal· 
complaint against Shinsei En
terprises, but the company re
fused a summons addressed to 
company President Faith 
Mizuguchi and failed to appear 
at a Department of Justice hear
ing Tuesday. 

MANILA, Philippines (AP) - Macondray was held liable as the 
Wearing masks andrubbergloves, freight handler. 
a team of Japanese government The seven-member Japanese 
officials and environmental ex- team hopes to deten;nine who Another hearing has been set 

for Jan. 12 .. perts Tuesday sifted through hos- should be held liable for shipping 
pita! and household waste shipped 
from Japan to determine whether 
it was illegal and should be sent 
back. 

Masafumi Ishii, director of the 
Southeast Asia division of the 
Japanese Foreign Ministry and 
leaderof the group, said it was too 
early to determine whether the 
shipment was hazardous, as the 
Philippine government contends. 

Philippine customs officials say 
Japanese trading company Shinsei 
Enterprises in August shipped the 
steel containers from Tochigi, 
Japan, to its sister company in the 
Philippines. The waste, never 
claimed, was left at a Manila port. 

The Philippine government also 
accused Geneva-based Societe 
Generale de Surveillance, the 
world's largest customs inspec
tion company, and Manila-based 
freight handler Macondray Carri
ers, Inc. of involvement. SGS al
legedly gave clearance for the 
shipment from Japan and 

RP said on. road 
to- full-recove:cy; . .-, 
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MANILA, Philippines (AP)
The Philippine economy is on 
the road to fu 11 recovery, with 
growth of 4 percent to 5 percent 
expected next year, the 
government's chief economic 
planner said Tuesday. 

Socioeconomic Planning Sec
retary Felipe Medulla, speaking 
at a briefing on the economy's 
performance and prospects, said 
growth in 2000 will be spurred 
by a recovery in the crisis-hit 
manufacturing sector, robust 
exports, sustained growth in the 
services sector and a stable ag
riculture economy. 

For 1999, gross domestic 
product is expected to expand 3 
percent after contracting 0.5 
percent in 1998 due to the fall
out from Asia's economic cri
sis. 
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Philippine President Joseph Estrada (right) is. greeted by former 
President Fidel Ramos during a parade on the 64th anniversary of the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines Tuesday. AP 
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Pentagon's top general ·· y 

briefly evacuates office 
WASHINGTON (Reuters) -
Army Gen. Henry Shelton, 
the chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, briefly evacu
ated his Pentagon office on 
Tuesday while police inves
tigated a suspicious package 
in the area. 

Defence Department 
spokesman Ken Bacon told 
reporters that bomb-sniffing 
dogs and ordnance disposal 
experts determined after an 
hour that the package, which 
had wires poking out of it, 
was harmless and had been 
left in a nearby ceiling by a 
contractor on Monday. 

"There was an area that was 
evacuated, including Chairman 
Shelton's office and the office of 
the director of operations for the 
joint staff," Bacon said. 

"General Shelton was in the 
building. He left briefly as 
he evacuated his office," he 
told reporters. 

Bacon said the incident in 
a sensitive area used by the 

Henry Shelton 

military's Joint Staff was not 
highly unusual at the sprawl
ing headquarters of the mili
tary. He noted that about 60 
such packages were investi
gated each year at the Penta
gon and that none had ever 
contained explosives or other 
dangerous material. 

The incident occurred, how
ever, at a time when the State 
Department has alerted 
Americans to be careful in 
celebrations over the New 

Ken Bacon 

Year's 2000 holiday because 
of possible terrorist attacks. 

It also occurred only days 
after an Algerian-born man 
was arrested by U.S. border 
guards as he allegedly tried 
to smuggle explosives into 
the country from Canada. 

The contractor who left the 
package on Monday was in
stalling new high-technology 
pass-reading machines being 
used at the Pentagon to im
prove security. 

Read with your child everyday. 
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This holiday season GTE Pacifica is making it easier than ever to give the gift of 
Cellular! Choose any Analog or Digital plan and enjoy enhanced features like Caller 
ID and Guam Roaming. Exchange an Analog cellular for a Digital model and receive 
$50 credit•. Or, switch an active Saipan Cellular phone to a GTE Pacifica Digital plan 
and get $50 credit•. Sign up before Christmas and get our lowest airtime rates in the 

CNMI, plus a free gift with any Cellular plan purchase! 

Call today, 682-2745 or visit our offices on Middle Road. 
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Republican presidential candidate Texas Gov. George W. Bush greets 
Amy Wiggin of Manchester, N.H., during a campaign stop at the 
Manchester West High School. AP 
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S. Korea seeks extradition 
of ex-tax official from US 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 
- State prosecutors said 
Tuesday they will seek ex
tradition of a fugitive former 
tax official hiding in the 
United States. 

formally ask the U.S. gov
ernment to extradite Lee 
through diplomatic channels. 

North Korea, Japan 
mull diplomatic ties 

Lee Suk-hee. former deputy 
chiefofthe National Tax Ser
vice, is the first criminal sus
pect facing extradition under 
a U.S.-South Korea extradi
tion treaty that went into ef
fect Monday. 

Lee fled to the United 
States in the summer of last 
year when prosecutors began 
investigating allegations that 
he helped collect illegal po
litical funds in 1997 for the 
then ruling party's presiden
tial candidate. 

Lee has refused to return 
home to face investigation. 

Lee was accused of help
ing Suh Sang-mok, a mem
ber of the former ruling and 
now opposition Grand Na
tional Party, collect 16.7 bil
lion won ($15 million) from 
24 businessmen just before 
the 1997 presidential elec
tion. 

Prosecutors said Lee threat
ened the businessmen with 
tax audits. 

Lee's boss, Lim Chae-joo, 
has been accused of involve
ment in the case and arrested. 

The ex-ruling party legis
lator. Suh, is also on trial. 

The money collected was 
used for the unsuccessful 
campaign of the then govern
ment candidate, Lee Hoi
chang. 

BEIJING (AP) - Japanese 
and North Korean officials 
met Wednesday in a second 
round of talks aimed at estab
lishing diplomatic ties be
tween their estranged govern
ments. 

The negotiations began 
Tuesday after Red Cross del
egations from each country 
signed an agreement on food 
aid and other humanitarian 
issues. 

The government negotia-

On Tuesday, prosecutors 
applied for an arrest war
rant against Lee, a legal step 
required for Lee's extradi
tion. 

Once the warrant is issued, 
the Seoul government will 

Lee lost to President Kim 
Dae-jung in the election. Lee 
denies he knew about the 
scheme. He calls the investi
gation political reprisal. 

North Korean Foreign Ministry delegates (left) and their Japanese 
couterparts (right) meet at the Japanese Embassy in Beijing Tuesday. 
North Korea and Japan began talks on establishing diplomatic relations 
Tuesday. AP 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
This is to inform that the general public that the State Rehabilitation Council (SRC) will be having 
its 1st quarter meeting on December 29, 1999 from 10:00 a.m. to 1 :00 p.m. at the Dai-lchi Hotel 
Azucena II in Garapan. Interested individuals are welcomed to attend. 

I. 
11. 

111. 
IV. 

V. 

VI. 

VII. 

VIII. 
IX. 

AGENDA 

Welcome 
Review and Adoption of Agenda 
Review and Adoption of Minutes of September 10, 1999 Meeting 
Chairman's Report 

Trip Report 
Committee Reports: 

Consumer Satisfaction ·-
Policy 
Fiscal 

Director's Reports 
Trip Reports 
Program Status 
Budget/Fiscal 

Carryover FY99 
FY 2000 

1 ST FY98-2000 Status 
1 ST FY2001-2003 Progress 
Case Service 

FY 1999 Cumulative Caseload 
FY 2000 (O~t-Nov) 

Old Business: -
SRC Membership/Nominations 
Proposed Annual SRC Calendar of Events 

New Business: 
Proposed Generic Agenda 
Visit of RSA Officials 
Schedule of Next Monitoring Visit 

Announcements/Miscellaneous 
Adjournment 

tions, which Japan halted 15 
months ago after North Korea 
test-fired a rocket over Japan, 
were restarted after the United 
States and so'uth Korea per
suaded the North to stop test
ing missiles. 

At the start of Wednesday's 
talks, 0 Ui Rok, director gen
eral of North Korea's Foreign 
Ministry greeted his Japanese 
counterpart, Koreshige 
Anami, at the door of the im
posing, Stalinist North Korean 
Embassy. The two shook 
hands and spoke briefly be
fore going inside. 

Under the agreement signed 
Tuesday, the Japanese side 
agreed to propose that its gov
ernment resume shipments of 
food aid, also suspended after 
the August I 998 rocket test. 

Konoe told reporters that, 
assuming details were worked 

· out, the aid could begin as soon 
as March or April, when food 
runs perilously short in the 
communist country. Entering 
its fifth year of chronic food 
shortages, North Korea des
perately needs food aid and 
fuel to help revive its decrepit 
economy. 

North Korea agreed to al
low a resumption of visits to 
Japan by Japanese spouses of 
North Koreans, beginning next 
year. 

The North Korean Red Cross 
agreed to work with "relevant 
authorities" on a thorough in
vestigation into allegations by 
Japan that Pyongyang's agents 
kidnapped Japanese citizens. 

In turn, the Japanese side 
agreed to look into the cases 
of North Koreans who disap
peared before 1945 while 
working in Japan or for its 
military during Tokyo's 50-
year occupation of the Korean 
Peninsula. 

North Korea was apparently 
waiting for an aid agreement 
before opening talks on nor
malizing relations. 

Japan and North Korea have 
never had diplomatic rela
tions. Japan and North Korea 
have never had diplomatic re
lations. North Korea fre
quently criticizes Japan for its 
brutal 50-year occupation of 
the peninsula and for support
ing the United States and rival 
South Korea. 

Talks on normalizing ties 
began in 199 l but broke down 
in 1992 over the alleged 
kidnappings. Plans to resume 
the talks were canceled fol
lowing the August 1998 rocket 
test. 

After North Korea agreed to 
stop testing missiles, the 
United States lifted trade sanc
tions and South Korea re
sumed cultural exchanges. 

The body of Hisashi Ouchi wrapped with a white sheet is carried out of Tokyo University Hospital in Tokyo 
early Wednesday. The Tokaimura uranium-processing plant worker, exposed to a massive dose of radiation 
in Japan's worst nuclear accident, died Tuesday night. AP 

Worker exposed to radiation 
in Japan nuclear accident dies 
TOKYO (AP) - A worker ex
posed to a massive dose of radia
tion in Japan's worst nuclear ac
cident has died, fueling calls for 
the country to curtail its atomic 
energy program. 

Hisashi Ouchi, 35, who had 
been in critical condition since 
the Sept. 30 accident at a ura
nium-reprocessing plant, died late 
Tuesday after suffering various 
symptoms of radiation sickness, 
Tokyo University Hospital said. 

Ouchi was the first person in 
Japan to die from radiation expo
sure in a nuclear accident. 

The worker's chances of sur
vival were considered weak from 
the beginning of his hospitaliza
tion, hospital director Yuji 
Taketani told a pre-dawn news 
conference Wednesday. 

The accident in Tokaimura, 70 
miles (I 12 kilometers) northeast 
of Tokyo, dealt a severe blow to 
the public's faith in Japan's ag
gressive nuclear power program, 
and followed a string of smaller 
accidents at nuclear plants in the 
country. 

Critics of nuclear power said 
the death was further evidence 
that Japan needs to rethink its 
energy policy. The country relies 
on nuclear power for 30 percent 
of its electricity. 

"Ouchi 'sdeath signifies the loss 
of Japan's trust in technology."' 
said Masako Sawai, of the Citi
zens Nuclear Information Center. 
"The government will be forced 
to change its nuclear policy, oth
erwise we fear Japanese engineers 
cannot prevent worse accidents 
from occurring." 

An investigation into the 
Tokaimura accident found that 
workers at the plant. operated by 
J CO Co., routinely violated safety 
procedures, including mixing ura
nium in buckets to get the job 
done quickly. 

Two other wurkers in addition 
to Ouchi were severely injured in 
the accident. which happened 
whe:1 Ouchi and another worker 
mixed uranium with nitric acid to 
make fuel and accidentally put 
too much uranium in the tank, 
setting off an atomic reaction. 

Ouchi's body was devastated 
by the exposure, estimated at 17 
sieverts of radiation - about 
17,000 times the maximum 
amount considered safe for a year 
in Japan. After the accident, 
Ouchi's white blood cell count 
reportedly plummeted to nearly 
zero, effectively depriving him of 
an immune system. 

The least-injured of the other 
two workers, Yutaka Yokokawa, 
55, was released from the hospi
tal Monday. 

The other worker, Masato 
Shinohara, remains hospitalized 
at the Institute of Medical Sci
ence, also run by Tokyo Univer
sity. He received a skin transplant 
on Monday, but his condition was 
not considered life-threatening, 
said hospital spokesman Tatsuo 
Nakada. 

Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi 
offered condolences to Ouchi's 
family. 

"The government has been 

working so that such an accident 
will never be repeated," Obuchi 
was quoted by Kyodo News 
agency as saying. 

In response to the accident, 
Japan's parliament recently 
passed legislation calling for pe
riodic inspection of nuclear-fuel 
processing facilities and allow
ing the prime ministerto declare a 
state of emergency and call out 
the self-defense forces, Japan's 
military, in case of a nuclear acci
dent. 

The accident also exposed at 
least 66 other people to less seri
ous doses of radiation. Thousands 
of people living near the plant 
were forced indoors or evacuated. 

JCO and its parent company, 
Sumitomo Metal Mining Co. are 
under investigation for possible 
criminal charges. Police raided 
Sumitomo Metal Mining's head
quarters in Tokyo and its technol
ogy center outside the city last 
week to gather evidence. 

Pokemon 
Goods 
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US praises Japan's 
deregulation effort 

• 
TOKYO (AP) - U.S. govern-
ment officials praised Tokyo on 
Tuesday for its efforts in finan
tial reform but urged more ac
tion to spur economic growth.· 

The U.S. group, ending talks 
with Japanese finance officials 
on Tuesday, saitl that deregula
tion measures that followed a · 
1995 agreement between the 
two nations have increased ac
cess to each other's financial 
markets. 

The U.S. side urged Japan to 
make more progress in cleaning 
up its ban~ing problems, ac
cording to a U.S. Embassy press 
release. 

"The major challenge remain-

ing is to dispose vigorously of 
non-performing assets on the 
banks' balance sheets," said 
Edwin Truman, assistant secre
tary for international affairs at 
the U.S. Department of the Trea
sury. 

Other suggested measures in
cluded improving laws and 
regulations governing bank
ruptcy and returning assets at 
nationalized banks to private 
entities. 

Japanese banks have been suf
fering from a staggering amount 
of non-performing loans. In 
May, the country's 17 biggest 
banks were thought to have been 
saddled with a total of $171.7 

billion in bad debts. 
Government-control led 

Long-Term Credit Bank of J a
pan, once one of Japan's big
gest banks, was nationalized 
in October 1998 after regula
tors determined it would never 
recover from a mountain of 
bad loans. It was the first time 
the Japanese government had 
taken over a bank since World 
War II. 

Truman also urged Japan to 
do its utmost "to ensure a reJ:urn• 
to sustainable, private-sector led 
growth." 

Japanese unemployment has 
dropped from a record high of 
4.9 percent earlier this year. 

Police officers investigate the schoolyard of Hino Elementary School in Kyoto, Japan Tuesday where a 
second grader was killed after a youngster suddenly slashed his neck with a knife. The attacker left a note, 
saying he had the grudge against the school. AP 

Christian Dior 
COUTURE 

Established 1946 in Paris, Christian Dior is a leading luxury fashion house. 
Christian Dior Saipan, Limited opened its doors in the Saipan DFS Galleria on May 1998. 

We are seeking to fill the following position: 

SALES SUPERVISOR 
The primary purpose of this positions is to optimize sales of 

merchandise through supervising sales associates. 
Additionally, to assist management with the various operations 

of the retail store environment. 

We invite you to submit your resume/apply in person to: 

Christian Dior Saipan, Limited 
DFS Galleria, Garapan 
Fax#: (671) 647-5811 

We offer an attractive compensation package and company paid health insurance. 
All resumes/ applications will be handled in the strictest of confidence. 

NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE 

CHRISTIAN DIOR IS AN EQUAL 0PPOR'fUNl1Y EMPLOYER 

Cambodia given two 
refurbished MIG-2 ls 

PHNOM PENH, Cambodia 
(AP)-Cambodia'sdilapidated 
air force got a boost Tuesday 
with the delivery of two Soviet
manufactured MiG-2 I fighter 
jets that returned after repairs 
were made in Israel. 

The two combat planes, sent 
five years ago, were due back in 
late 1997, but Cambodia could 
not pay the bill, said Maj. Gen. 
Chau Phirun, director of logis
tics depart111ent at the Ministry 
of Defense. 

Cambodia sent four MiG-21s 
for refurbishment under a con
tract it signed in 1994 with Israel 
Aircraft Industry, a government
owned company. The other two 
planes will stay in Israel until 
Cambodia can come up with 
funds to secure their return. 

Chau Phirun refused to dis
close how much was paid to the 
Israeli contractor to get the two 
planes back, which were put 
through their paces at an air dis
play above Phnom Penh's mili
tary airfield for the handover 
ceremony Tuesday. 

Gen. Tea Banh, a co-minister 
of defense, said in March that 
Cambodia's contract with IAI 
was worth $6 million. This cov
ered renovation of the four Mi G-
21 s and the purchase of six 
Czech-made L-39ZB trainer jets 
from Israel. 

Cambodia has taken delivery 
of the L-39ZB jets, but one of 
them crashed in a training flight 
more than a year ago. Its other 12 
MiGs are out°of action. 

The collapse of the Khmer 
Rouge guerrilla movement last 
year ~as enabled the government 
to reduce military expenditure 
and divert more money to edu
cation and health. 

But some defense officials la
ment that the air force could be 
hard hit by cuts in next year's 
budget. . 

"Although Cambodia is enter
ing a peac~ful period strength
ening air defense system remains 
a high necessity. We have to 
have some capabilities to defend 
our airspace," Chau Phi run told 
reporters. 

Patten meets China leaders 
BEIJING (AP) - As the last 
British governor of Hong Kong, 
Chris Patten was denounced as a 
"serpent" and "the whore of the 
East" by China for pushing for 
greater democracy in the terri
tory. But on Tuesday, Chinese 
leaders shook him by the hand. 

As the European Union's com
missioner for foreign affairs, 
Patten sat at a negotiating table 
facing Chinese Premier Zhu 
Rongji and joined EU leaders in 
paying a courtesy call on Presi
dent Jiang Zemin. 

It was Patten's first trip to the 
Chinese capital since a disastrous 
visit as Hong Kong's governor in 
1992. Then, he was snubbed by 
Chinese officials and denounced 
for reforms to expand democracy 
in Hong Kong. Adding injury to 

insult, his Daimler limousine even 
punctured a tire. 

"It was nice to be back," Patten 
said Tuesday. "No leak in the 
Daimler." 

Jiang and Zhu both shook 
Patten's hand, although Zhu 's 
handshake appeared a little per
functory. Jiang, who also met 
Patten at Sunday's handover of 
Macau from Portuguese to Chi
nese rule, greeted Patten with "Ni 
hao" - "hello" in Chinese. · 

"We met," Jiang said, switch
ing to English. "We met in Macau. 
Congratulations," Patten replied. 

Patten said he even had "a good, 
if short meeting" in Macau with Lu 
Ping, China's former official in 
charge of Hong Kong affairs and 
one of his main sparring partners 
during his five years as governor. 

<Commontuealtb of tbe ~ortbern i!lllariana 3lslanM 
COMMONWEALTH DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

C) 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
0 December 20, 1999 

Pursuant to Public Law 8-41, Section II, Governor Pedro P. Tenorio and Lt. Governor 
Jc.'iUS R. Sablun, 1hrough the CD/\ Board of Directors arc hereby giving notio: that the 
Board of Directors of the Commonwealth Dcvclopmcnl Authority (CD/\) will recon
vene iLs meeting of December 10, 1999 on Thursday. December 23, 1999 al 10:00 t..M., 
al the CDA Conference Room, Wakin's Building, Gualo Rai, Saipan. 
AGENDA: 
I. Preliminary Matters 

I. Roll Call 
fl. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
fff. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
IV. REPORTS 

I. Fund's Availability Report 
2. Chaim1an's/Exccutivc Director's Report 
3. CommiUcc 's Report 
4. Manager's Report 

V. OLD BUSINESS 
I. Loan Guaranty Agreement 
2. .l'Y '99 Financial Audit 
3. SBA Micro Loan Program 

VJ. NEW BUSINESS 
I. CPA Loan 

Vil. DCD M/ITI'ERS 
I. Loan Status 

VIII. ADMINISTRATIVE MATfERS 
IX. OTIIER MATfERS 
X. ADJOURNMENT 

All interested persons arc welcome to altcnd and to submil written or oral testimony on 
the above agenda items. (Note: Pursuant lo Public law 8-41. Section I 3(a)(7) and Sec
tion J 3(c), the Board may vote 10 meet in executive session). 

ls/JUAN S. TENORIO 
Chainnan, CDA Board of Director.; 
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US airports tighten security 
WASHINGTON (AP)-Amid 
heightened concerns about the 
possibility of a holiday terrorist 
attack, security was ordered tight
ened Tuesday at American air
ports and the Pentagon said it was 
taking "appropriate action" to pro
tect U.S. forces overseas. 

White House spokesman Joe 
Lockhart reiterated a State De
partment warning that there was 
"credible information" about po
tential terrorist threats abroad, and 
that Americans shou Id stay in 
touch with U.S. embassies or con
sulates. 

''On the domestic front, we 
don't have anything specific to 
report," he said. 

His comments aside, there was 
increased anxiety following last 
week's arrest of an Algerian who 
crossed into Washington state 
from Canada in a car carrying 
bomb-making materials. 

In a statement, the Federal A via
tion Administration said travel
ers should expect tightened secu
rity precautions at airports, in
cluding stricter enforcement of 
parking regulations. 

The agency said it would make 
more use of devices to check air
line passengers for small traces of 
explosives and additional bomb
sniffing dogs and uniformed po
lice would patrol airports as the 
new year approaches. 

At the Pentagon, spokesman 
Kenneth Bacon said the Defense 
Department last week sent to U.S. 
military commanders worldwide 
two advisories highlighting State 
Department cautions about ter
rorist threats against Americans 
abroad. The messages also pro
vided "other information" rel
evant to the security ofU .S. forces. 
Bacon would not be more spe
cific, although he said no com
manders abroad had requested 
additional equipment or other as
sets to increase security on their 
bases. 

Asked specifically if the Penta
gon had taken any new precau-

tions or put any additional mili
tary assets on standby, Bacon said 
only, "We 're taking appropriate 
action." 

Also Tuesday, Federal Election 
Commission employees in Wash
ington were told to evacuate their 
building shortly after 5 p.m. be
cause of a threat directed against 
the FBI building across the street, 
FEC spokeswoman Sharon 
Snyder said. The FBI denied there 
was a problem. 

The U.S. Embassy in Quito, 
Ecuador, was closed Friday over 
concern it might be targeted by 
terrorists, the State Department's 
deputy spokesman, James B. 
Foley, said Tuesday. 

Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright, CIA Director George 
Tenet, Gen. Henry H. Shelton, 
chairman of the joint chiefs of 
staff, and several other senior U.S. 
officials met for two hours Mon
day at the White House to con
sider issuing new public warn
ings about the potential for 
yearend terrorist attacks here and 
abroad. 

Various statements were drafted 
for their review, but none was 
approved, a senior government 
official told The Associated Press. 

The primary causes of concern 
are the travel of some suspected 
terrorists from one country to an
other, and reports that a terrorist 
group linked to exiled Saudi mili
tant Osama bin Laden may be 
planning attacks, said another of
ficial, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

But there is no evidence of a 
specific threat at this point, he 
said. 

Last week, Jordanian authori
ties announced the arrest of 13 
members of the terrorist group 
linked to bin Laden and said they 
were planning attacks against 
Americans, Israelis and other tar
gets. 

Libyan leader Moammar 
Gadhafi, long accused by the 
United States of supporting ter-
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rorism, said Tuesday he had no 
knowledge of imminent danger 
to Americans, but added, "The 
U.S. government is hated. All the 
people in the world are against it, 
therefore there is a threat." 

In an interview from Tripoli on 
CBS' "The Early Show,"Gadhafi 
said, "I hope it will not happen in 
this new year. I have no knowl
edge about this." 

In response, Foley said that en
emies of free and open market de
mocracies "see in the United States 
the opposite of what most of the 
world sees in the United States. 
They see the U.S. as the beacon of 
a kind of freedom and respect for 

human rights that they oppose." 
Meanwhile, U.S. Border Patrol 

officers said they had arrested two 
people Sunday at a border station 
in Beecher Falls, Vt.. One was an 
Algerian national with a falsified 
Canadian passport; the other was 
a Canadian woman. A clerk at the 
U.S. District Court in Burlington 
identified them as Bouabide 
Chamchi and Lucia Garofalo. 

Mark Henry, assistant chief of 
the Border Patrol sector covering 
Vermont, said he knew of no link 
between the Washington state in
cident and the attempted entry in 
Vermont. 

Customs Commissioner 

Raymond Kelly said he was put
ting an extra 300 inspectors on 
duty at various points of entry, 
with particular attention to "re
mote ports." · 

Some 460 million people enter 
the United States each year though 
301 points of entry. 

Carol Jenifer, district director 
for the U.S. Immigration and 
Naturalization Service in Detroit, 
said more "secondary inspec
tions" - asking a driver to pull 
off to the side of the road .,.
would be performed if there were 
indications a driver may not be 
qualified to enter the United 
States. 

A line of cars waits to enter Blaine, Wash., at the US-Canada border, Monday. Traffic was backed-up Monday 
after security at the border was increased following the capture of a suspected terrorist at the Port Angeles, 
Wash. border. AP 
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US pays 151M to 
W ASIDNGTON (Reuters)-The 
United States has paid $151 mil
lion to the United Nations in the 
past six days, enough to save its 
vote in the General Assembly, the 
U.S. State Department said on 
Tuesday. 

The two payments. $100 mil-
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lion on Thursday and $51 million 
on Monday, include all of the 
$100 million first tranche of ar
rears payments authorized by 
Congress in November. 

Paying the rest of the amount 
approved by Congress - $826 mil
lion over the next three years -
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(Specializing in Cantonese Chinese Cuisine) 

PARTY SPECIALS Regular 

Beijing Roast Duck ............ ..$25:00" 
Hot & Spicy Chicken ......... ~ 
Crispy Skin Chicken .......... ~ 
Deep Fried Chicken .......... ~ 
Roast Chicken ................... ....$S:OO" 

NOW! 

$20.00 each 
$6.00 each 
$6.00 each 
$6.00 each 
$6.00 each 

Tofu Minced Pork .............. .$.6a:-etr $50.00 per container 
(Hot & Spicy) 

Chicken Chop Suey .......... $65.00 $50.00 per container 
Beel Brocolli ...................... $65.00 $50.00 per container 
Numerous other items in our menu. 
PRIVATE PARnES AVAILABLE! ·CALL DAVID @ 234-8268 
Located on Mon. Guerrero Road across from Green Water Tank, NMHC Campus 
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#~% ~ @ Northern Marianas Housing Corporation !§:r 
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Governor Pedro P. Tenorio, Lt. Governor Jesus R. Sablan 
and the Northern Marianas Housing Corporation 
(NMHC), through its Chairman of the Board, Mr. Juan S. 
Tenorio, wish to announce that its Consolidated Annual 
Performance Report (CAPER) for Program Year 1998-1999 
is available for review and comments by the general pub
lic. The report will be submitted to the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD), Honolulu Of
fice by December 31, 1999. The CAPER encompasses the 
performance assessment of the Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG), Home Investment Partnership Act 
(HOME) and the Emergency Shelter Grant (ESG) Programs 
in the Commonwealth. 

The report is available at the NMHC Central Office in 
Saipan, and at the respective NMHC Field Offices in Rota 
and Tinian during regular business hours, Monday 
through Friday, except holidays. 

'
1NMHC is an equal employment and fair housing public agency" 

depends on the United Nations car
rying out reforms and cutting the 
proportion of the U.N. budget which 
it asks the United States to pay. 

The United Nations says the 
United States owed total arrears 
of $1.52 billion. It would have 
lost its general Assembly vote if it 
did not make the latest payments. 

The State Department said the 
United States paid $824 million 

to the United Nations since Sept. 
I, including all but a tiny propor
tion of its 1999 dues. 

The rest, less than$ I million, is 
awaiting a legislative procedur~ 
but should reach the United Na
tions by the end of the year, a 
State Department official said. 

For years the United States 
failed to make some U.N. pay
ments because of a dispute be-

tween the Clinton administration 
and Republican members of Con
gress over funding for interna
tional family-planning programs. 
This year they managed to work 
out a compromise. 

State Department spokesman 
James Foley said, "The United 
Nations remains an institution of 
great importance to the pursuit of 
U.S. national security interests. 

U.8_. amb.assador t~ the United ('Jations. Richard Holbrooke (left) and U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan 
smile durmg a meetmg at the United Nations Tuesday. The US takes over the rotating presidency of the U N 
Security Council in January. AP · · 

Clinton seeks to cut auto pollution 
WASffiNGTON (AP)-Tocut 
auto pollution by about three
quarters, sport utility vehicles will 
have to meet the same emissions 
standards as cars and sulfur in 
fuel will be reduced dramatically 
under regulations announced 
Tuesday by President Clinton. 

The changes would prevent 
thousands of asthma attacks and 
respiratory illnesses nationwide, 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency said. 

"It will be the most dramatic 
improvement in air quality since 
the catalytic converter was first 
introduced aquartercentury ago," 
Clinton said. "And manufactur
ers will be able to meet these new 
standards while still offering the 
kinds of models popular with con
sumers today." 

With more cars on the road 
each year driving more miles, the 
president said tougher air quality 

measures were needed. Other
wise, "air quality in many parts of 
our country will continue to 
worsen in the coming decades." 

The cost increase at the gas 
pump wot.:ld be about 2 cents more 
per gallon; and about $200 would · 
be added to the p'rice of a light 
truck and $100 to a new car, the 
EPA estimated. 

For the first time, cars and 
light trucks- SUVs, minivans, 
vans and pickups - would all 
be required to meet the same 
strict emissions standards. 
Nearly half the vehicles sold 
now are light trucks, and they 
produce three to five times as 
much pollution as the average 
passenger car. 

The standards are meant to ad
dress pollution in the coming de
cades. 

Auto emissions of nitrogen ox
ides, a key component of smog, 

will be cut by 7 4 percept, and soot 
will be reduced by 80 percent by 
2030 when the car and light truck 
fleet has fully turned over in the 
United States. 

That is the equivalent of re
moving 164 million cars from the 
road, the EPA said. 

The new standards also require 
oil companies to reduce sulfur 
levels in gasoline by 90 percent, 
or to an average of 30 parts per 
million by 2006. The EPA has 
given smaller refiners an addi
tional two years to meet the re
quirement. 

The EPA said the steep reduc
tion in sulfur was needed because 
it clogs the catalytic converters 
that clean auto emissions. 

Environmental groups ap
plauded the tougher standards 
while automakers and the oil in
dustry said they presented formi
dable challenges. 

Po~itical aa .. · allege·s Bush drug problem 
MANCHESTER, N.H. (AP)
A Florida lawyer who is running 
for president aired a political ad
vertisement on New Hampshire's 
biggest television news station on 
Monday, alleging Texas Gov. 
George W. Bush suffered from 
"alcohol abuse" and had a co
caine problem. 

Andy Martin, a West Palm 
Beach lawyer and perennial can
didate forvarious political offices, 
is running the ad on WMUR-TV, 
an ABC affiliate that has aired 
presidential debates. 

The Bush campaign said it had 
not asked WMUR to stop running 
the ad. Spokesman Ari Fleischer 
said WMUR would have to de
cide that on its own. 

''It's part of the unfortunate 
nonsense that can come with 
political campaigns,'· 
Fleischer said. "These things 
are as mean-spirited as they 
are inaccurate." 

WMUR spokeswoman Julie 
Campasano, who handles media 
inquiries about the station's ad
vertising policies, refused to an-

swerquestions about why the sta
tion accepted the ad. 

In the ad, Martin alleges: 
"George Bush had a cocaine 
problem. His brain suffered 
from alcohol abuse. Don't trust 
Bush with your vote until he 
trusts you with the truth about 
his past." 

Bush has refused to answer 
some questions about his past, 
saying only that he has not used 
illegal drugs since 1975. No evi- · 
dence has surfaced that he ever 
used cocaine. 
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US bases placed on alert 
A VIANO, Italy (AP)- Ameri
can military bases worldwide have 
been put on alert for possible ter
rorist attacks on the eve of the 
new millennium, U.S. Secretary 
of Defense William Cohen said 
Tuesday. 

"It's an alert we've putout to all 
base commanders, and they're 
watching it closely," said Cohen, 
beginning a three-day trip to visit 
U.S. troops in Italy and the 
Balkans. 

The defense secretary said mili- William Cohen 

tary families living on or near 
bases abroad should take precau
tions similar to those recom
mended in a recent State Depart
ment safety advisory that warned 
Americans traveling abroad that 
they could be targets for terror
ism during the holiday season. 

"Each of the bases has been 
advised of the general threat," 
said Cohen, speaking to reporters 
inside a hangar at the Aviano air 
base. The base in northeast Italy 
was used as the staging ground 

Moroccan King's transition smooth 
RABAT, Morocco (AP) - A 
descendant of a centuries-old dy
nasty, King Mohamed VI of Mo
rocco also has the spirit of a mod
em reformer and in just five 
months has shown a willingness 
to loosen the tightly controlled 
regime left by his late father. 

Mohamed VI's first decisions 
reinforced a hope for change and 
democracy that Moroccans have 
put in the 36-year-old monarch 
after the death of his father, King 
Hassan II. 

"Everything is so new, every
thing seems possible," said Amina 
Berrouch, a 19-year-old high 
school student. "It's like the 
springtime of a country." 

The late Hassan II, whose au
thoritarian rule gradually gave 
way to limited steps toward de
mocracy, liked to say "style says 
it all." He was a great fan of golf, 
colorful costumes, hats, literary 
quotations and luxury cars. 

His son has kept the fancy auto
mobiles, although he likes to drive 
them himself. Mohamed VI has 
cultivated an image that is a mix 
of simplicity, discretion and mo
dernity. 

Unlike his father and to the dis
may of security officials, 
Mohamed VI doesn't hesitate to 
make direct contact with crowds 
who appear almost everywhere 
he goes. 

Dubbed the "king of the poor" 
by the Moroccan press, the new 
king has made social policy one 
of his priorities in a country where 
more than 20 percent of the popu-

lation is officially unemployed 
and about half, mainly women, 
are ill iterate. 

But it is Mohamed VI's politi
cal daring that has astonished and 
encouraged Moroccans, most of 
whom had known no other mon
arch than Hassan IL 

In several weeks this fall after 
the 40 days of official mourning 
that followed Hassan II's death 
on July 23, thenewkingbeganhis 
reign with marked changes. 

• On Sept. 30, leftist political 
activist Abraham Serfaty was al
lowed to return home. Serfaty 
spent 17 years in jail for attacking 
state security before being ex
pelled to France in 1991. 

• On Nov. 27, the widow of 
Mehdi Ben Barka, a staunch op
ponent of Hassan II, returned to 
Morocco with her four children 
after 36 years in exile. 

• On Nov. 30, Driss Basri, the 
powerfu I interior minister and 
Hassan II's right-hand man for20 
years, was fired from his post. 

The abrupt departure of Basri, 
whose removal had been sought 
by Prime Minister Abderrhamane 
Youssoufi and his party, was wel
comed not just by political re
formers but by the public as well. 

"Now that Basri is gone, we 
shall have a king who rules and a 
government that governs," said 
Azzedine Mellouk, a restaurant 
owner. 

The king has made other moves 
as well, traveling to the kingdom's 
northern Rifprovinces, which his 
father never visited following an 

uprising against the monarchy in 
the late 1950s. 

Mohamed VI was warmly wel
comed in the Rif, explaining to 
the public his ideas for"a state of 
law" and a concept of authority 
founded on the protection of indi
vidual and collective freedoms. 

Even if the country is becom
ing more democratic, Mohamed 
VI remains the supreme political 
authority. 

According to the Moroccan 
constitution, the king is "com
mander of the believers," and the 
king has kept tight reign on sensi
tive political issues. 

A date fora U.N.-backed refer
endum on self-determination for 
the control of Western Sahara has 
yet to be set. 

War broke out in the sprawling 
desert of Western Sahara in 1976 
after Spain abandoned the Atlan
tic coast territory and Morocco 
annexed it and moved in settlers. 
The fighting, which pitted 15,000 
fighters from the rebel Polisario 
Front against Morocco's army, 
ended with a 1991 U.N.-negoti
ated cease-fire. 

TheUnitedNationshasbeenwork
ing since 1991 to identify voters be
cause of disagreements about who is 
eligible to cast ballots. 

Moroccans seem wi !ling to give 
their new king time to resolve 
problems that lingered for decades 
under his father. 

"Before we were afraid of our 
king," said Younes Benjelloun, 
28, an economics student. "Now 
we are afraid for him." 

Palestinian workers construct a road divider in the West Bank city of Bethlehem Sunday. With Christmas eve 
just days away and much of the city still under construction, Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat has warned 
contractors. AP 

for the NATO air war during the 
Kosovo conflict. 

Last week, Jordanian authori
ties announced the arrest of 13 
members of the terrorist group 
linked to bin Laden and said they 
were planning attacks against 
Americans, Israelis and other tar
gets. 

Cohen said that evidence found 
recently alerted officials that there 
might be attacks. 

Cohen, who is scheduled to 
travel on to Bosnia, Macedonia 

and Kosovo, is making the Christ
mas rounds with a lineup of ce
lebrities, iQcluding supermodel 
Christie Brinkley, singer Mary 
Chapin Carpenter, football hall
of-farner Terry Bradshaw and 
Saturday. Night Live comedian 
Al Franken. 

The secretary also assured about 
1 ,000 troops gathered for the show 
that a recently approved pay raise 
is on the way, as well as possible 
improvements in military hous
ing and health care. 

Secretary of State Madeleine Albright addresses an lftaar Dinner for 
American Muslims at the State Department in Washington Tuesday. 
Albright hosted the dinner which is the traditional meal that follows 
every day of fasting during the month of Ramadan. AP 

JERUSALEM (AP) - Seek
ingto assuage Palestinian fears, 
Israeli Premier Ehud Barak 
spoke Tuesday with Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat about the 
renewed talks with Syria and 
recent snags in their own nego
tiations, the prime minister's 
office said. 

In their first meeting since Is~ 
rael and Syria relaU11ched talks, 
the Palestinian and Israeli. lead
ers spent three hours meeting in 
a "friendly and optimistic atmo
sphere," Barak's office said. 

Barak's spokesman Gadi 
Baltiansky said Arafat hosted 
the meeting, but did not say 
where. A Palestinian official said 
on condition of anonymity that 
the leaders met for more than 
two hours in the West Bank city 
of Ramallah at the home of 
Arafat's deputy, Mahmoud 
Abbas. 

It would be the first time that 
Barak met with Arafat in a Pal
estinian-controlled area. 

Palestinians were caught by 
surprise by last week' srenewal of 
the Israel-Syria track, frozen al
most four years. Tsrael appears 
much closer to Syrian territmial 
demands than to those of the Pal
estinians. Closing a deal with Syria 
-and with Lebanon, where Syria 
calls the shots - would leave 
Arafat much weaker. 

In a statement, Baltiansky said 
Barak and Arafat discussed ways 
of accelerating the negotiations 
and meeting a tough timetable 
for peace: a framework agree
ment by February and a final 
agreement by September. 

Baltiansky said the leaders 
both felt "an increasing respon
sibility upon both leaderships to 
overcome difficulties that have 
arisen, and will no doubt arise." 

Talks have bogged down re
cently over which territories 
should be included in a desig
nated transfer of 5 percent of the 
West Bank from Israeli to Pales
tinian hands. 
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Tokyo stocks higher GM said to buy 
TOKYO(Reuters)-Jap_anese markNikkeiaverageflirtwith- investment advisory office at Hummer name 
stocks scored moderate gams by but manage to hold above - the Yamatane Securities. 
midday on Wednesday. as an closely watched 18.CXlOmarkover At midday, the benchmark 
overnight rally in the U.S. the past week. Nikkei average of 225 leading 
Nasdaq market set an upbeat tone '·Bulk buyers. espei;:ially invest- shares, which fell for six of the 
forthin. pre-holidayTokyotrad- ment trusts, seem to have finally last seven trading sessions, was 
ing. market sources said. come into the market as the Nikkei up 257.21 points or 1.42 percent 

They added that bargain hunt- is not likely to dip below 18.000 at 18,337.59. March Nikkei fu-
ers were finally stepping into the any time soon."' said Toshihiko tures gained 170 points to end 
market afterwatching the bench- Matsuno, deputy manager of the the morning at 18,340. 
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DETROIT (AP)-General Mo
tors Corp. said Tuesday it had 
finalized a deal to buy the right~ 
to market and distribute the Hum
mer, the civilian version of the 
military 'stank-like "Humvee" all
terrain vehicle. 

Terms of the deal between GM 
and AM General Corp., the cur
rent owner of the Hummer name, 
were not disclosed. GM said it 
would release more details in the 
first quarter of next year. 

When the deal was announced 
in June, GM officials said they 
hoped to expand the Hummer line 
into the growing, high-profit mar- . 
ket for big sport utility vehicles. 

The deal gives GM worldwide 
rights to the Hummer brand name. 
AM General would continue to 
assemble Hummers in 
Mishawaka, Ind. GM plans to 
market and sell the vehicles 
through the 52 Hummer dealers 
in the United States and Canada 
and eventually through its own, 
much larger dealer network. 

Priced from about $68,000 to 
$86,000, the current Hummer 

appeals to a small group ofwell
heeled drivers who want a big, 
military-style vehicle with an in
timidating stance. 

The Hummer was originally 
designed for military use. It is 
known in the armed forces as the 
"Humvee," the pronunciation 
soldiers use for the acronym 
HMMWV, which stands for High 
Mobility Multipurpose Wheeled 
Vehicle. It is built to go just about 
anywhere - over boulders, 
acrossstreams,andthroughmud, 
snow and desert sand. 

After the Humvee earned praise 
and publicity in the Persian Gulf 
War, AM General began market
ing it to civilians in 1992. Its first 
customer was Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, who bought a 
custom-made conversion of the 
military model and the first two 
civilian production models off 
the assembly line. 

Privately held AM General will 
· continue to market the military 

version and produce other light
and medium-duty trucks for mili
tary and government use. 

i'.t•• ·. pared~tll$I~~Apl.il!Jon;pr39• 
11 f§~~l\s; aii,q the····~OillP1WY • J;enq;per.sffare;dn .!:lie.yea!' agq 
warned that revenues wilLbe. perirnJ. < / ···•·• 
worsel\extquarier.··· ••··•· .•.. ··.·· ..•.. •····· Ap~lyst~•··~Ul"V~Y~? ~y fi~t 

On•. the news, i;n:m:s qf}Corn... . .•. ~allfI11omse>n I-<i~fi1Wi4 pttl.;· 
fell $2,871/~; to $50.50,inafter···• •.. dieted the.pOlllp:InY:.VOU1? e~ 
Iiou.r~ fr!l(Jj1;1g on the ~asdaq •· 34 certs per ~h*e. . i 
StockMarket .. ~~g;~f9~yl5y~w@ 

A 50 percentii!crease in sales the co~p~y, 3~U1$enioi7fi~ 
pf Its· Palm electronic organize Preside11t·.·an<i .Chief financial 
ers, to $260,9 million,failedto Officer, Chds Paisjey, an-
offset a 12 percent drop in sales noimced Tuesday that he will 
ofnetwork systems products - retirepextsurnmertospendm6re 
its core business - which to- time with his family.arid pursu~ 
taled $593.2 million, 3Com said a career in teaching. . . • 
Tuesday. . Paisley joined 3Co.m as 
· Overall ~ales weredown4per- chief financial officerinSep-
cent to $1.47 billion from $154 tember 1985, and he] ped 
billion in the year-ago quarter. grow the company from $50 

Still, the company beat Wall million to nearly $6 billion 
Street's expectations. in annual sales. 

Saudi Arabia prince cuts his 
stake in Planet Hollj!']Vood 

WASHINGTO~ (Reuters) -
A Saudi Arabian billionaire who 
pumped$ IO million into the cash
strapped restaurant chain Planet 
Hollywood, for the second time 
has cut his stake in the company 
by more than 20percent, a federal 
filing made public Tuesday 
showed. 

Prince Alwaleed bin Talal now 
holds 10.14 percent of the Or
lando, Fla.-based Planet Holly
wood International Inc. (PHL.N) 
(PLHYA.OB), down 21 percent 
from the 12.83 percent stake he 
held earlier this month, according 
to a U.S. Securities and Exchange 
Commission filing. 

Between Dec. 6 and Dec. 15, 
Prince Alwaleed sold 2.69 mil
lion shares for $188,811, the fil. 
ing said. He now holds 10,167,000 
shares of the restaurant chain. 

He reported on Dec. 7 that he 

had reduced his stake ahout 21 
percent from 16.77 percent to 
12.83 percent. 

Planet Hollywood shares closed 
· at about 6-1/2 cents on the Bulle
tin Board today.' The restaurant 
chain filed a bankruptcy petition 
in October that called for nine of 
its 32 restaurants to be closed as 
part of a reorganization. 

Prince Alwaleed has deter
mined to sell from time to time 
and depending on ,JT1arket condi
tions, a substantial portion of the 
shares of class A common stock 
he holds, the filing said. The ac
tual number of shares will be based 
on a variety of factors, including 
current market conditions, it said. 

The prince isanephewofSaudi 
Arabia's King Fahd and ·has a 
wide range of investments, from 
banks and hotels to airlines, com
puters. cars and real est:ite. 
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Globe voters return watches 
LOS ANGELES (AP) - Three 
days before the deadline for sub
mitting their Golden Globe nomi
nations, members of the Holly
wood Foreign Press Association 
received pricey watches sent on 
behalf of Sh:ron Stone. 

Stung in the past by questions 
of impropriety, the group quickly 
sent the watches back, and the 
association's leader said Tuescfay 
that the presents did not influence 
the nominations, which included 
one for Miss Stone. 

"We are not stupid,"· said 
Helmut Voss, association presi
dent. "We have this wonderful 
thing going with the Golden 
Globes. They bring us $2 million 
in income. To endanger that by 
accepting something like that 
watch is something we could not 
comprehend." 

This is the season of gift-giving 
by movie studios, which inundate 
entertainment reporters and 
awards-show voters with promo
tional items to curry goodwill for 
their films. Most of the items are 
trinkets such as T-shirts or caps. 

Association members were al
lowed to keep cellular phones sent 
by Fine Line on behalf of an9ther 
Stone movie, "Simpatico," which 
co-stars Nick Nolte and Jeff 
Bridges. The phones were worth 
only about $25, but the associa
tion canceled the one-month free 
servicethatcamewiththem, Voss 
said. "Simpatico" got no nomina
tions.· 

Anything more than token pub
licity items is prohibited under 
the guidelines for the Hollywood 
Foreign Press Association's 84 
correspondents. Voss said an ad 

for watches similar to the ones 
sent on Miss Stone's behalf 
showed that they sold for $395. 

The watches, which were sent 
last week, bore a logo for Miss 
Stone's film "The Muse," for 
which she received a Golden 
Globe acting nomination Mon
day. 

Miss Stone's publicist, Cheryl 
Maisel, referred all questions to 
USA Films, which released "The 
Muse" and sent the watches to the 
Golden Globe voters. 

Studio spoke;woman Adreine 
Bowles said Miss Stone was not 
involved with sending the 
watches, which she said came free 
in a promotional deal with Coach. 
"It was our idea," Ms. Bowie's 
said. 

However, Daily Variety quoted 
unidentified sources as saying the 
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'.fheysing the.ballads and the UEt •·• . ••• t:he ~iJ } } •.. •.•. • ( .. i ... • ... ·•• . ,1i;smatra;,as i!l~y ~cl an aydit • 
·•~lllp~ riun1~~ s~~gljt;•~ith- •·•-• •9:>i:nstpg~f )Vli<:J< npy~i; ~W1 m.<::ein~restedin an eyeriingdf 
99f fI99ri~!l~s 9r even the i:l!'a.- ·., · Sinatra.or liao a rylative \'.'llQtalk~ ·. . ·Sinatra }ho11kl knbw; hated it. . 

watches were sent at Miss Stone's 
request. 

The Golden Globes have been 
tainted in the past. The awards 
ceremony was absent from net
work TV for 14 years after accu
sations of corrupt voting prac
tices in the early 1980s by asso
ciation members, many of whom' 
are part-time correspondents re
porting on the movie industry. 

In 1993, the Golden Globes 
drew fire after suggestions that 
Universal bought votes for"Scent 
of a Woman" by treating foreign 
reporters to an all-expenses-paid 
junket in New York City. The 
movie won three Golden Globes, 

· including best dramatic picture. 
The association spent years try

ing to regain credibility. The 
awards show returned to network 
favor in 1996, and NBC will air 
the ceremony for the fifth straight 
year on Jan. 23. 

The group recently used its TV 
revenue from the awards, about 
$2 million a year, to buy a build
ing for its headquarters, Voss said. 

As for the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences, it put 
strict rules in place about five 
years ago barring its Oscar-vot
ing members from accepting any
thing but items that would help 
them evaluate a movie. 

After studios began sending out 
increasily lavish items, such as 
lacqueredorlinen-wrappedboxed 
sets of movie videos, the Acad
emy told its 5,500 members to 
accept only videos with bare
bones packaging. The boxes can
not even have blurbs from critics. 
Screenplay and music voters can 
accept such items as film scripts 
or movie soundtracks. 

"I will maintain over and over 
again that our members are far too 
intelligent and opinionated about 
movies to be swayed by gifts," 
said Ric Robertson, the 
Academy 'sexecutive administra
tor. "But even the appearance of 
impropriety is something that has 
to be avoided." 

Actress Courtney Love (rigryt) and "Man on th_e Moon" co-stars Jim Carrey (center) and Danny De Vito pose at the premiere of the film at Mann's 
Chinese Theater, Monday m Hollywood, Calif. AP 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH OF TliE NORTHERN 

MARIANA ISLANDS 

THE 8,\SK OF SAIPA.~. l:>iC. 
Plamtiff, Intervenor 
H. 

P&Y CORPORATION. a CS\11 Corporalion. CHUL 
YL .~G YOON. TAE HYL SG YOON. TAKE CHCL LEE. 
GLOBAL TRADERS. INC.. ANOLD CORPORATIO.~. 
LEE SOOK HYUSG YOO.~. FEN HlJA E,TERPRISES, 
!SC.. SAIPAN LIFE coirPANY. and DOLORES s. 
TAMAN. 
Defendants. 
CIVIL CASE NO. 98-155,1 

NOTICE OF EXECUTIO'I/ SALE 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN. thai pursuant to, Judg· 
ment issued by the Court in !his mat1eron June 4. l 999. in 
favor of Pl::i.in1iff the Bank or S:i.ipln, lnc .. Against De· 
fondant Chui Hyung Yoon ar.d P& YCorpor;uions lease
hold interest in and 10 the following real property siruated 
in San Jose Village. Saipan. Commonwealth of the North· 
~rn Mariana Islands, as described below: 

Lea..~ehold estate created by a certain indenture of lease 
made by Dolores Taman. Wscr to Yoon Chui Hyung, 
Lrnee, dated February 20. 1981 and recorded February 
26. 1987 as Document No. 87-0518 at Commonwealth 
Recorder, Saipan, demi~ing and leasing for a tcnn of 30 
years beginning March 15. 1981 and rnding March 14. 
2017, the following describ.:d premises. will be sold at 
Auction 10 wit 

Lot No. 001 F 22 (fonnerly Block 8. Lot 4). each con
taining an area of 947 square met.er more or less, as 
shown on the Division of Lands and Surveys official 
Sur.ey Plat Numbcr 001 F 00. dated February 11. 
1971. 

I. Dalt,TimeandPlareo[SaJe. Thesale,opentothe 
general public (including the Defentbtm). will be held 
on faOY8D' 8, 2000, at J·QO pm at the three storied 
building (former Happy M:1rke1 IJ siruared on subj~t 
prl!mises. SJnJase Village, Saipan.1'onh1:rn ,\.1.lriana 
lsla.nds. • 

2. IDWMiOO of PmPf:OY Tbe sale property is loc:ited 
in San Jose Village Saipan. Failure of the bidder to 
insptct the propert}· will not constitute grounds for 
Ml)' claim; adjustment or rescission by the bidder 
WHCrnnties and Cmeoant<; The lea.sehold interest 
in the property listed in this·~oticc will h! sold in its 
current condition. The sale will be hdd without any 
warranties or covenants whmoever. wheU\er e:tprcss 
or implil!d, including bu: not limited to v,1arran1ii::s of 
merchanr.abili1y, and,.or 1itlc for ,my purpose what!io· 
ever, all of which 1.1.:amnties andco\·enants :ire hereby 
expresslydi~laimed. ~·either the undersigned nor the 
Pfa.intiff shall be I iable for the quality of the property 
that is the subject of thi: leasehold imerest !isled for 
53.k, or for any fault or defect in the dtscription thereof. 
Buyer shall not tx: entitled to n:cission. damages. or 
any other remedy on account thmof. 

4. Conduct of Sale, 
a. RESERVE. The sale will be held s·ith reserve. 
Disclosure of the reser.:e price Oil the !~hold inter· 
es1 offerOO will Ix ar the sole discmion of the under
signed. 
b. RIGHTS A~D DUTIES OF BANK OFSAIPAN. 
Consistent with the laws. customs. and usages of the 
Commonwealth of the ~orthem ~farianas governing 
auction s:i.ks. the Bank of Saip:m shall have the fol
lowing rig.his and duties i.1 conducting the auction sale: 
(I J to withdra•,\/ the leJsthold interest lis1ed for s:ile in 
this Notice bt:fore sale or b:fore a bid for such kase
ho!d in1eres1 is accep1ed: (1) 10 adjourn the sale with
out notice al .l!lY time t(fore the lc.1.SChold interest is 
s.oldoff. wilhoui incurring !iJ.bilicy wh.1.1SOc!vertlk!r~b>. 
and (3) to reject any or all bids. for Jn) reason. 
c. BIDS. Bids m.1.,· be subminOO in adnnce for die 
lei'.l.SJ!hold intt.-rest li°sted. The highest of such advance 
bids will Ix (he opening bid for ihe leasehold in1em1. 
Ad~ance bids may be submitted in writing and ddi·•
ered toAuclioneer. Pacific Medi;ition Cen1er. Pos1 Qf. 
fice Box 508 CK. Saip.,, MP %950. The bidder as
sumes all risk of non-deli\·ery, fate delivery or error in 
deli~·t[)' of bids. Any pc..-rwn including the Pbiniiff. 
ma)· bid in 1)1:rson at lhe auction sak. whether or no! 
such pt:™Jn has 5ubmittN an advanced bid. 
d. DISPLITES. The undersignt'd may resubrni1 .in~ 
prope-ny !isled in this Notice if a dispute: .1.rises JS 10 
any bid thereon. 
e. DEPOSIT. IrnmediJ!d7· after l SJk is consum
mJ!cd. the successful bidder shall pay to 1he under· 
signed a deposit of ten percent ( l!Yr Joi the purchJ.Se 
price. P.1.ymen1 shall be in cash or by ceniiii!d ched:. 
The balance of 90rr must be paid to the Bank of 
Saip.1.n. lnc .. ,,1.-ithin three (3) d.1.ys from the d:ue of 
sale. in cash orb\ certifa'O check. Ii the bllar.ce is 
not so paid. P!ainliff. will n:LJin tr.e deposit z.s iiqu1-
dJ1L'd dJmag,:s, JJJd mJ\' l.!?.Jin offrr 1he h::J.Sehold in-
1i:r1."SI for de · ~ 
i. \1E\10R.-\\Dl '\f OF S,\I.E. Ji fl'(]Lll'5L'd h '.hL' 

ur,dm1gnl'\l, J ~ucc,;s,ful bidder rnL:st sign J :i.l~mo· 
r.uidum of S1k immi:di:iti.·l·, aikr thL" s.:1k oi '.h,· kas,·· 
hold inleoest 1s struck JI :i~ction. 

5. Conn ·\Pnowel \lay he Rrouirrd Eve~· pro~rt) 
s.1le may Ix subject to.1.ppro>.11 b} the Cour.. The Har.~ 
of S.1.ip.1.n r~sel\es lhL" right 1a see~ rnch Coun :i.p
pro"a\ in its sok facretion. In the e·.·ent the Bank of 
S:iip.1.n d~cidrs to setk such roun :1ppro..-:1l. i[ 11·ill dn 
so within lhin) (30) dJys· of the dJU of sak. Thi: 
Auctiom.'l"f and Plaintiff make no warranliesorprom
isi:s u,ith r,•sp,·c1 to Court apprO\Jl of thi: s.Jlc. So 
dela)' m lhe gr.in ting or"Coun Jppr(ll JJ shJ.11 tx: ground 
far :i.ny cllim. :1djus;me:u 1~·r r,•ci~sion h~ an;, stKcesi;
ful hidder. Thi: sum.-siful hiJder will b,: promp1l;i 
notilied if and when [oun JpprO\Jl is gr;t/lk't.l ;rnd J 

d,•l'd will b.: i~~ui:d pur5UJnt t,} ~ (\f(' ~ 45:7(1} l'\· 
l'CUfed b) John Jo}ni:r or h1~ surn:ssor in offic.:. 

6. Cbaorrin Terms end Conditions The undersi~nL"d 
reS\.'rn!S the right to chlfl~c Jn\ of lhe lenns h;r~'Ot 
hy JJJnouncem·~nt. wrin,•~ or On!. m.1.de ~forl' the 
Jl:ction s.Jli: o; Jt the commi:nc ~ment thi:rtDf. and such 
ch;inge or ~hanges. b) 1 inui: llf thi~ claux-. 1.,;ill r< 
hinding on :ill biddm bi constructi\l' notic~. 

1. Suhifct to I lens Fncumbrnncc::: ijOd l a':t,uit, 
SJk• i~ subj~c! 10 all I ii:ns. ,·n:umbranc~s. and bw· 
suib. wh~1her known orunlJ1011, n. 1Ahe1hi:r of record 
or not. including withou[ limi1a1ion 1he ac1ion h\ 
Ddore~ Tarn an aeainst Chui ll\une Yoon in Ci\ ti Ci: 
:O:o. 9~- l55A fo; default m th~ ra~·mem of rent. 

D,\TED this fah d.1.y of Dertml\'r. 199•) 

CAl.l'O A~D CLARK. LU' 
:\aom~ys Al L:111. 

By:·< DA~ILOTAGUILAR 
Anorne>s for Plain1ir£'lntcf\cnor 
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Classified Ads Section 
Employment Wanted 

llilltt.i 
Job Vacancy · · 

· · Announcement · 

PUBUC NOTICE 
Alt Interested resident workers are 

urged lo register at the 
Dept. of Labor & Immigration, 

Division of Employment Services for 
the fob/s being advertised In which 

you are quallfled ond available. 
For further assistance, 

pl9058 call Alfred A. Pangelinan ot 
Tel. 664-2078. 

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal
ary: $6.50-12.00 per hour 
Contact: DAVID A. WISEMAN dba Ser
vices Unlimited Tel. 234-7520(12/ 
23)Th82090 

01 COOK HELPER-Salary: S3.05 per 
hour 
01 PASTRIES BAKER-Salary: $3.05 
per hour 
Contact: TRIPLE M. CORPORATION 
dba Fang's Bakery Tel. 235-1071(12/ 
23)Th33805 

01 COSMETOLOGIST-Salary: $3.05 
per hour 
01 MASSEUR/MASSEUSE-Salary: 
$3.05 per hour 
Contact: MIRAGE CORPORATION Tel. 
233-4137(12/23)Th33804 

01 SALES PERSON-Salary: $3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: LAN'S ENTERPRISES, INC. 
dba Designer's Club Tel. 233-1881 ( 12/ 
23)Th33799 

01 MAINTENANCE ELECTRICIAN
Salary:$1 ,200.00-1,400.00 per month 
Contact: J.C.A. INC. dba McDonald's of 
Saipan Tel. 235-9761 (12/31)T82161 

03 RENTAL CAR CLERK-Salary: S3.05 
per hour 
Contact: MARIANAS RENTAL CORPO
RATION Tel. 234-8338(12/23)Th33798 

01 WAITRESS-Salary: $3.05 per hour 
02 WAITER-Salary: $3.05 per hour 
Contact: EASTERN HOPE CORPORA
TION dba Keeraku & Rakuen Rest. Tel. 
233-4242( 12/23)Th33796 

01 SALESPERSON-Salary: $3.05 per 
hour 
01 MARKET MANAGER-Salary: $3.05 
per hour 
01 STORE MANAGER-Salary: 
$2,000.00 per month 
Contact: EVER TRUST CORPORA
TION dba 123 Discount Store Tel. 233-
4242( 12/23) Th33795 

01 PROJECT MANAGER-Salary: 
S5.25-6.00 pe rhour 
Contact: AMERICANA CONSTRUC
TION CORP. Tel. 288-7823(121 
23)Th82095 

01 supervisor (store)-SALARY: $800.00 
per month plus $100.00 housing allow
ance/mo. 
Contact: KURI ENTERPRISES dba Pier 
Wave Shop Tel. 233-5871 (12/ 
23)Th33807 

01 KITCHEN HELPER-Salary:$3.05 per 
hour 
01 COOK HELPER-Salary:$3.15 per 
hour 
Contact: PACIFIC MANAGEMENT, INC. 
dba Mariana Restaurant Tel. 322-
3324(1/5)W82283 

01 WAITRESS (NEW)-Salary:$3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: CHINESE GOOD CENTER 
dba Canton Restaurant Tel. 234-
7236 ( 12/30)Th3387 4 

01 DELIVERER, MERCHANDISE
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: MING LI CORPORATION Tel. 
234-2150(12/30)Th33875 

02 PAINTER-Salary:$3.10-3.50 per 
hour 
01 WELDER-Salary:$3.10-3.50 per 
hour 
01 STEEL WORKER, STRUCTURAL
Salary:$3. 10-3.50 per hour 
01 PLUMBER-Salary:$3. 10-3.50 per 
hour 
04 MASON-Salary:$3. 10-3.50 per hour 
08 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.10-3.50 per 
hour 
Contact: DANIEL S./REMEDIO S. 
BUNIAG dba Martran Enterprises Tel. 
322-0414(12/30)Th33877 

01 DRIVER-SALES ROUTE-
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
01 LABOR, STORE (WAREHOUSE 
WORKER)-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: MAND P CORPORATION Tel. 
234-1361 (12/30)Th82190 

01 MAINTENANCE BLDG. REPAIR
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: TOSHINOBI U. CHINLIEN dba 
Chinen Ice Candy Manufacturing & 
Store Tel. 234-6233(12/30)Th33868 

01 SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Salary:$528.67 per month 
Contact: TRIPLE M'S CORP. dba 
Fang's Bakery Tel. 235-1071 (12/ 
30)Th33873 

01 STENOGRAPHER-Salary:$4.00-
11.00 per hour 
Contact: JOE HILL dba Hill Law Offices 
Tel. 234-6806(12/30)Th33872 

01 (SUPERVISOR) STORE-
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: PACIFIC OCEAN INT'L 
TRADE CORP. Tel. 288-1668(12/ 
30)Th33869 

03 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
01 ARCHITECTURAL DRAFTER
Salary:S700.00 per month 
Contact: NORTH PACIFIC BUILDERS, 
INC. Tel. 235-7171(12/30)Th82207 

02 STOCK CONTROL CLERK
Salary:$3.05-3.50 per hour 
01 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05-3.50 per 
hour 
01 ACCOUTANTJNG (MANAGER)
Salary:$1,000.00-2,000.00 per month 
01 MAINTENANCE ENGR.-
Salary:$3.50-5.00 per hour 
01 WAITER-Salary:$3.05-3.50 per hour 
01 FRONT DESK CLERK-Salary:$3.05-
3.50 per hour 
Contact: DIAMOND HOTEL CO., LTD. 
dba Saipan Diamond Hotel Tel. 234-
5900(12/30)Th82187 

01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER, 
INDUSTRIAL-Salary:$4.00 per hour 
Contact: SEAFIX INCORPORATED Tel. 
322-0997(1/6)Th33959 

01 COMPUTER PROGRAMMER
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: UNIVERSAL ELECTRIC 
CORPORATION Tel. 235-4557(1/ 
6)Th33954 

02 AUTO MECHANIC-Salary:$4.00 per 
hour 
Contact: RTL ENT. dba Kins Auto Center 
Tel. 235-4420(1/6)Th33952 

01 AUDIT SENIOR-Salary:$16.83 per 
hour 
01 AUDIT MANAGER-Salary:$5,750.00 
per month 
01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:S12.50 per 
hour 
01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$10.58 per 
hour 
01 AUDIT (ASSISTANT)-Salary:$17.31 
per hour 
01 AUDIT MANAGER-Salary:$6, 166.67 
per month 
Contact: DELOITTE & TOUCHE Tel. 
322-7337(1/6)Th82310 

Classified Ads FIRST 

03 BUILDING MAINTENANCE 
REPAIRER-Salary:$3.05-3.70 per hour 
Contact: FTD LTD. Tel. 322-3366(1/ 
6)Th33960 

02 WOODCRAVING MACHINE 
OPERATOR-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: MICRONESIA WOODCRAFT 
ENT., INC. Tel. 235-7631 (1/6)Th33958 

VON~ 
20%-50% OFF 

STORE STOCK ITEMS ONIY' 
Tessie's comer, Oleai, San Jose 

234-5224 

FNE (5) BEDROOMS, 
1WO BATIIROOMS WITH 

GARAGEAND 
FOUR (4) BEDROOMS, 

TWO BATIIROOMS WITH 
GARAGE, LARGE YARD CLOSE 

TO THE OCEAN AT LOWER ASTEO 
ARE AVAILABLE FOR RENT. 

PLEASE LEAVE YOUR NAME AND 
TELEPHONE NUMBER AT 
TELEPHONE NO. 235-1839 

WANTED IMMEDIATELY 

1-Mason/Iile Setter 
I-Finishing Carpenter 
I-Painter 

.. 

Please call: 235-5434 or 483-9939 
Between 12:30-1:00 pm & 6:00-7:00 pm 
Salary Negotiable 

apartment for rent 
2,Bedroom Apartment 

Located at upper Navy Hill 
Furnished, 24 hour Water, 5 minute drive to 
hospital, $500 per month + se<urity deposit, 

utilities not included 
Contact: 323-3606 for more info. 

FOR SALE 
ELECTRICAL AUTOMATIC FRYER 

Perfect for commercial use 
Hotel, Restaurants or Catering 

Please contact: Kenny at 234-7243 

MOVIN&BALE 
1996 Nissan Sentra, 2-<loor, 5-speed 

manual, 24k miles, $5500.00. 
Full size bed, enlertainmenl center, 

macintosh computer, printer and zip drive, 
HP5100, flat bed scanner 

Call: 235-7826 

.. NOTE· If some reason your advertisement Is incorrect. call us 
· immediately to make the necessary corrections. 1he Marianas Varlely 

News and Views Is responsble only for one incorrect insertion. We 
reserve the right to edit, refuse, reject or cancel any ad at any time. 

ELECTRICAL ENGINEER 
*NEEDED* 
Male preferred 

Open for those already on-island · 
Salary:$3.50 to $3.90/hour 

Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm 

Apply in person at HONG ELECTRIC ENT., INC. 
Chalan Laulau, Middle Road 

Saipan 
International 

School 
a non-profit corporation 

ELEMENTARY POSIDON AVAILABLE 
FORA 

U.S. CER'l'IF'IED ELEMENTARY TEACHER 
Class size 17 or less, 

Multinational students 
Please call (670) 288-9660 as for Mili 

S~c.t , . 

· S4 .. 5o· per hour+ BONUS_ 

ROUTE MANAGER. 
If you are motivated & like 

to work hard we can train you to be successful. 

Vacation & Holiday Pay 
Medical & Dental Insurance 

Apply at 
Dial Rent to Own 

in Gualo Rai 

APARTMENT FOR RENT 
Quiet Two (2) Bedrooms • Swimming Pool Tennis Court 

llil~JQl;\ii:~tl 
235-5686 (8:30 AM lo 5:30 P Wcekda s) 235-9620,234-5849 (6:00PM lo 9:00 PM, Everyday Including SaL & Sun.) 

The wise reader buys only 
one newspaper 

and saves 

because; 

m_arianas 
~riety-

has it all! 
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EEK & MEEK® by Howie Schneider 

PEANl)TS® by Charles M. Schulz 
ISTl-ll:iA FOXTROT, 

CHAR.LE5, OR A WAL.TZ? 

Born today, you are destined 
for fame and fortune, but it is 
essential that you pinpoint just 
what you are most suited for in 
life before you can begin enjoy
ing the progress, attention, and 
rewards which should rightfully 
be yours. Should you not excel 
as planned, you will have no 
one to blame but yourself, for 
you have what it takes to over
come any and all obstacles, in
cluding those who are presented 
to you by others. Ifothers aren't 
going to help, you prefer that, at 
the very least, they stay out of 
your way and, of course, vice 
versa! 

You are likely to be a robust, 
highly physical individual 
throughout your lifetime, and 
your longevity and staying
power will be noted in all things. 
You work hard, play hard, and 
to all things you dedicate your 
own special brand of enthusi
asm. You are a highly involved 
individual. 

Also born on this date are: 
Jimmy Connors, tennis player; 
Christa McAuliffe, teacher and 
Challenger astronaut; Mark 
Harmon, actor; Terry Bradshaw, 
football player and commenta
tor; Keanu Reeves, actor. 

To see what is in store for you 
tomorrow, find your birthday 
and read the corresponding para
graph. Let your birthday star be 

your daily guide. 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 

-If it's love you want, it's love 
you can have today, but you 
must be willing to give a little 
before you can get as much as 
you want. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 22) -
Reflection and self-analysis 
may be required of you today in 
heavy doses, so you can solve a 
particularly enigmatic personal 
puzzle. 

SCORPIO (Oct.23-Nov. 21) 
-The weatheroutside may not 
suit your plans, but you 'II be 
able to keep the emotional cli
mate bright and sunny despite 
environmental obstacles. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec.21)- Youcertainlyhave 
what it takes today to play a 
leading role in your own af
fairs, but possibly also the af
fairs of others as well. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) - You may find 
yourself at odds with those 
who are usually quite support
ive of you. You must ask your
self: is it something you said 
or did? 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18) - You 're not likely to 
enjoy a quick start today. 
You 're in need of a little prod
ding and encouragement from 
a friend or loved one can work 

I CAN'T BELi EVE YOU1Rc 
USING PEl<SONAL ADS TO 
FIND ROMAt-JCE! 1 THOUG~T 
YOU LOVED THAT FROG YOU 
KISSED AND TURNED INTO 

A PRINCE' . I 
D1D ... 

I USUALLY JUST 
WAIT AND SEE 
HOW IT TURNS 

OUT .. 

wonders. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 

20) -Just because you do not 
fully understand a warning 
you receive from a friend or 
loved one today doesn't mean 
you mustn't listen to it! 

ARIES (March 21-April 
19) - Someone you know has 
plans that may require you to 
keep your wits about you at 
all times, and watch for unex
pected developments during 
P.M. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
- You may have to get away 
from yourusual haunts today in 
order to renew your own point 
of view and solve problems in a 
creative ma.nner. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
- You may have to keep your 
opinions of others very much 
to yourself today, in order to 
promote harmony among all 
those working closely to
gether. 

CANCER (June 21-July 
22) - You must be willing to 
overlook a great deal today if 
you expect to get along with 
those whose methods are not 
in sync with your own. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -
You mustn't make the mis
take of thinking that this week
end is a time to sit back and 
relax. On the contrary, there's 
much to do at this time! 

JUMP INTO A NEW ROMANCE ... WITH A LITTLE HELP FROM A PERSONAL AD! 

II CROSSWORD PUZZLER II 
--·· -

ACROSS 

1 Excavate 
4 Club dues 
8 Applaud 

12 Cannes 
season 

13 "When in -. 
do as the ..... 

14 African river 
15 Armed-
17 Max-

Sydow 
19 Roberts ID 
20 "You -

There" 
21 DOE 

opponent 
22 - in the hole 
23 Solely 
25 Seabird 
26--Eliot 
27 Cover 
28 LP replace

ments 
29 Actress 

Carroll-
. 32 Niven ID 
33 TV's 

Fernandez 
35-

cummings 
36 Comforted 

38 N.J. cager 
39 Everyone 
40 Film alien 
41 Existed 
42 - -bitsy 
43 Article 
45 "2001" 

computer 
46 Fuss 
47 Apiece 

{abbr.) 
48 Kin to ump 
49 Fill with love 
52 Revise 
54 Ms. Bagnold 
56 Anger 
57 Title 
58 -Calhoun 
59 Is able to 

DOWN 

1 Alphabet trio 
2 Japanese 

statesman 
3 "Promised 

Land" star 
4 Word with 

agent or fall 
5 Harvest 

goddess 
6 Printer's 

measure 

K1dSp(!)t™ 
THE~ 

This puzzle will rearrange 
your spelling. Rearrange 
all the letters from each 
word to make a word that 
fits the definition. 

Answer to Previous Puzzle 

1-24 © 1998 United Feature Syndicate 

7 Number of 
Dwarfs 

8 News 
network 

9 Roman 51 
10 Mr. Baldwin 
11 Pierre's dad 
16 Sob 
18 "JFK" dir. 
21 Firearms 

cache 
22 Question 
23 "Ye

Shoppe" 
24 Ship with the 

Pinta and the 
Santa Maria 

25 Begley. et al. 
26 - kwan do 
28 "El-" 
29 Sandwich 

order, for 
short 

30 Lampreys 
31 Depend (on) 
33 Obtain 
34 A Brown 
37 Witness 
39 Kind of power 
41 Vanilla cookie 
42 Mountain on 

Crele 
43 Ending with 

six 
44 "Mary--

Little Lamb" 
45 That man 
46 Actor Garcia 
48 Hwy. 
49 Goddess of 

healing 
50 Man-

mouse 
51 Stimpy·s pal 
53 "-No 

Angel" 
55 Negative 

vote 

by Dick Rogers 

~ !] 

iJ~-
.·-~ 

~~-
1. Change STAN into picnic pests. 
2. Change MEAT into a sports group. 
3. Change KEEP into a secret look. 
4. Change STOP into cooking utensils. 
5. 

6. 

7. 

Change PEELS into slumber. 
Change LATE into a story. 
Change TEN into a fish trap. 

8. Change MAY into a vegetable. 

'1/'JVA ·9 '13N . L '31\11 ·g 
'd3318 ·g 'S10d ·t, '>I33d ·s 'llil\13.L ·c:: 'SlN\I. ~ :t:J3MSN\I 
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BANMI president Ray Lizama presents appreciation award to BANMI secretary/treasurer Mike White, for his 
support to basketball, as Reps. Ana S. Teregeyo and Karl T. Reyes look on. contributed photo 

Banks ... 
Continued from page ~ 

far. 
Nauru, the world's smal:est re

public with 10.605 people, saw 
$70 billion moved through its 
banks last year and it may be the 
key player in the seven billion 
dollars of Russian Mafia money 
moved through the BNY. 

A U.S. Bur~au for International 
Narcotics and Law Enforcement 
Affairs report earlier this year said 
Vanuatu, with a population of 
190.000, was an "extremely ac
tive financial centre. with offshore 
companies. trusts and banks". It 
said its attractiveness was due to 
"its strict bank secrecy". 

It is less clear why Palau has 
been banned. The U.S. report 
did not have it on a watch-list 
but warned a proposed Corpo
rate Registration Act would al
low for the creation of shell off
shore holding companies. Hong 
Kong financial experts drafted 
the law. 

"Palau offshore banking li
censes -the legitimacy of which 

Torres ... 
Continued from paf!e 1 

meeting attended by Vice Speaker 
JesusT. Attao(R-Saipan), among 
others, in precinct III. 

Torres also alleged that Fitial 
"asked" the Saipan Tribune, "the 
next day," to come up with an 
editorial and a column vouching 
for his lawsuit. 

"I know that Mr. Ben Fitial is 
with the Tribune. And without his 
approval, this thing would have 
not come out," said Torres, refer
ring to an Oct. 6 column asking 
readers to "rally behind Torres ... 
(on the lawsuit)," and an Oct. 14 
Tribune editorial hailing the law
suit. 

"For 21 years now, the basic 
principle in a democracy where 
the ·majority ruli.:s' has been and 
co: tinues to be violated by a Cov
enant provision granting minori
ties on Tinian and Rota greater 

is unknown - are being adver
tised on the Internet by a Latvian 
bank." 

Bankers move money through 
the "SWIFT" system internation
ally and in a message to its over 
300 correspondent banks, 
Deutsche Bank Global Institu
tional Services noted that in re
cent months fund transfers to 
Nauru, Palau and Vanuatu had 
become the focus of law enforce
ment and regulatory agency at
tention. 

"Government authorities are 
currently investigating funds from 
Russian and other Confederation 
oflndependent States nations that 
may have been improperly trans
ferred to these jurisdictions," the 
bank notice sent out on SWIFT 
said. 

'"These transfers appear to have 
involved not only banks located 
in these countries but also finan
cial institutions spread through
out the world." 

Deutsche Bank and Bankers 
Tmst said the developments "ne
cessitated appropriate measures. 

"To prevent both banks from 
being abused by unlawful ele
ments, it was decided that th-: 

political say on issues of impor
tance for the entire (CNMI),'' the 
editorial column read. 

Torres said the columns would 
not have come out "if not for the 
pocket meeting." 

"It is ironic," said Torres, '"for 
Mr. Palacios to mention (Torres' s 
involvement with 
Hofschneider' scamp) and make 
that as an excuse." 

In a phone interview from 
Tinian. Palacios countered 
Torres should have started 
working on the lawsuit long ago 
when the Covenant and the 
CNMI Constitution were still 
being worked out. 

He said Torres has a ·'big prob
lem." 

'·Stanley supported creation 
of ... the Covenant; supported 
the creation of the CNMI Con
stitution which have provisions 
on the set-up of the senatorial 
representation. That would have 
been the right time to question 

processing of any payments de
nominated in United States dol
lars involving the countries of 
Nauru, Palau and Vanuatu would 
be prohibited." 

They had therefore "cancelled 
all payments involving these 
countries and returned them to 
the remitter." 

"It was the first time either in
stitution undertook such a proac
tive approach. The policv will 
remain in effect until further no
tice. Please note that this action 
does not constitute a blocking or 
seizing of funds." 

The notice said Republic and 
the Bank of New York had 
adopted similar policies and 
"other U.S.-based financial insti
tutions are seriously considering 
adopting a similar policy." 

The bank notice also quotes 
from the U.S. Bureau report as 
well as a comment quoted in the 
Washington Post from Nauru 
Chief Secretary Mathew Batsiua 
who told the newspaper Nauru 
was currently incapable of "un
dertaking a credible and compre
hensive screening process" to ease 
a conceded vulnerability to money 
laundering. 

the set-up," said Palacios. 
"The Saipan people have been 

depriving ... the people of Tinian 
and Rota a lot of benefits." he 
maintained. 

Torres said he is supporting 
Hofschneider because he is his 
"partner in politics." 

Both were expelled from the 
Republican party for alleged 
"disloyalty" in 1993 when Fitial 
was party president. 

Variety contacted Fitial but a 
pre-recorded message stated he 
has "turned the unit off' or was 
"outside the service area" of his 
cellphone. 

Variety also contacted Tan 
Holdings where Fitial is vice 
president but was told he was 
"out" and "not available." 

Nobody was also answering 
at Fitial 's home as of presstime 
late yesterday afternoon. 

Variety also contacted Tri
bune publisher John Del Rosario 
but was told he was off-island. 

Daughters of Frazier, 
Ali eye boxing match 
PIDLADELPHIA(AP)-Jacqui 
Frazier Lyde knows a shot at Laila 
Ali is more than just another box
ing match. 

"It's about history, competition, 
family and legacy," said Lyde, the 
daughter of former heavyweight 
· champion Joe Frazier. "I love it. 
Butdon'tgetmewrong, I'm gonna 
love watching her go down." 

Lyde is training to become a 
professional boxer- she sent her 
state application in on Tuesday -
while still practicing law and tak
ing care of her family. 

"I want to be a positive influence 
on this sport and be good to my 
family name," she said. 

The38-year-oldlawyertakesher 
training seriously-she leaves her 
law office aboveJ oe Frazier's Gym 
on North Broad Street and heads 
downstairs for a two-hour training 
session. 

Evenherfatherisimpressed with 
her ability. After Lyde hit the speed 
bag and notched a few hits, Frazier 
turned and said in disbelief, "This 
is after two months, can you be-

lieve it?" 
Frazier said that any man with 

Lyde's deteIT{lination would be a 
world champion. 

Her husband Pete said she re
minds him of her father, Joe. 

"She has his desire for the sport," 
Pete Lyde said. 

And Frazier agrees. 
"She has a family. She's a law

yer. She works out every day," 
Frazier said. ''That sounds like 

Joe Frazier to me." 
Lyde said she still needs to work 

on her defense, though Fraziernotes 
that his traineronce told him, "your 
offense is your defense." 

Her first fight is scheduled for 
February against an undetermined. 
opponent, but she is looking for
ward to fighting Ali. 

"Itwouldbeagreatdraw,"Lyde 
told the New York Post. "Hwould 
establish Laila financially, and 
then I would establish her horizon
tally." 

Ali, 3-0 with three knockouts, 
wouldn'tcommentonLyde'schal
lenge. 

Moss . .. Continued from page28 

looked at (our playoff chances)," Packers coach Ray Rhodes said. 
"Bottom line is, we had an opportunity to win tonight and we didn't take 
advantage of it." 

Favre was 22-of-39 for 229 yards and a pair of interceptions. 
Matt Hassel beck threw his first career touchdown pass on a fake field 

goal. Hasselbeck took the snap, stood up and found Jeff Thomason wide 
open for a nine-yard score that gave the Packers a 20-17 advantage 2:29 
into the fourth quarter. 

CPA . .. Continued from page 1 

consistent" with the agencies' 
''respective mission and duties." 

The bill. which was introduced 
by Senate Floor Leader Pete P. 
Reyes, is now Public Law 11-109. 

Another proposed measure, 
House Bill 11-415 was signed 
into law by the governor. 

The bill, which was introduced 
by the chair of the House Com
mittee on Public Utilities Trans
portation and Communications 

(PUTC), Rep. David M. Apatang 
(R-Saipan), sought to amend the 
law on renewing driver's license 
by imposing the 30-day grace 
period. A fine of $IO shall be 
assessed on violators. 

Motorists whose licenses ex
pires on the effective date of this 
new law has a six-month renewal 
period. 

The bill is now Public Law 11-
110. 

Gov't. 
0 

• Continued from page 1 

CNMI. 
Exempted from these restnct1ons are herbal medicine used by 

Cham01rn and Carolinian people in the traditional art of healing. 
Aside from dmg and retail stores, BEH also regularly conducts 

inspections of eating and drinking establishments in the three islands to 
ensure their compliance with sanitation laws. 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • • 
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· cks nip Hornets in OT 
NEW YORK (Reuters)-Allan 
Houston and Latrell Sprewell 
started in the backcourt for the 
first time this season 
and combinea for 61,, •·. .·~· 
points, including 10 •. • . . 

. ~e~ve;!:· ;~i:~:~ ·• J 
~~!~~~~~i-~~io~~ .. · .. ·., ... · .~·.· .. 
Monday for their .· .. . 
sixth victory in seven ' · 
games. 

New York (16-10) was coming 
off an embarrassing home loss to 
Washington on Saturday, while 
Charlotte was hoping to build on 
its most impressive win of the 
season, a triumph at Miami that 
thrust the Hornets ( 16-8) into the 
top spot in the East. 

Facing Charlotte's big lineup, 
and with backup point guard Chris 
Childs injured, New York coach 
Jeff .Van Gundy did not start 
Charlie Ward. 

"IT was different," Sprewell 
said. "It wasn't expected and we 
didn't have much time to work on 
it yesterday." 

"Basically, I think we had to 
mentally adjust to still playing 
your game even though you are 
not playing the same position," 
said Houston. "We had to learn to 
still be aggressive and take care of 
the ball. And kind of mn the team 
a bit. I think it can be effective." 

Sprewell buried I 2-of-25 shots 
for 30 points and Houston 
matched a season high with 31 on 
l l-of-19 shooting. 

Charlotte had its season-high 
eight-game winning streak 
snapped. 

In Dallas, Pat Riley made it 26 
consecutive wins over the Mav
ericks as his Miami Heat held on 
for a 92-89 victory that ended 
their season-high four-game los
ing streak. 

New York Knicks guard Charlie Ward is fouled by Charlotte Hornets 
guard Baron Davis (right) in their game Monday at New York's Madison 
Square Garden. The Knicks won, 112-109, in overtime. REUTERS 

NEW YORK (Reuters) - usual.' We will not allow such an 
Major League Baseball slapped attitude to prevail in our game and 
theLosAngelesDodgersonthe . we will vigorously enforce the 
wrist Tuesday for signing an rules." 
under-age Dominican player Dodgers executive and former 
and falsifying his age. managerToinmyLasorda said in 

ButCommissionerBudSelig,· a recent interview thattheprac-
after a six~w~k investigation, tice of signing underage players 
deniedtheplayer-1::hirdbaseman was common in baseball. 
Adrian Beltre - free agency. Selig said the Dodgers admit-

After a six~weekinvesiiga- ted in the investigation thanhey 
tion, Selig fined .the Dodgers purposely falsified Beltre 's 
an undiscJosed amount of 'birthdateandsi~edtheplayeras 
money apd banned th~mfora a 15cyear-o1d in 1994, one year 
yearfromsroutingnr Si$lllnga under gi~Umit. ' • 
first,year·player from the Do- Seligtll.rlleddc>\'/llHeltre's.free.,. 
•rninic:iIJ,llep11bUc;·, .• ,S.elig ..• 11l~() agency .·~~l!St. ¥s~µse, 13el,tre 
ord~red theclpb•.·f9.S1~ jt$ fa- f~ledt<>r~S; ~fissue ~thin the 
.ciµty afCarnpoJ.,asPrumas in. . re9uiredo~e;yearperio4~dbe-
Jh~l)<>Q1itti9anRepuplic for one.•. cause• .• C?f 11ist'apP3fTrF~~Bljc~ .• · 
year:>,:· <•> •.....• >/<\. :.· ity"in~\'i;Ql~fion: > .< •..• • 

· · .• ·.• •. u.· .. •• '~'211.'r··.•· •.. • .•. ·.s ... '.•••.'. ~ 1.~.sa··.·.'.·guq.···~e6:n8.·.o .... ".• ... u~.'.· .. 4·.·s ...•.. b••.v·; ..•.. a1.i .• olt·'•···as•.·· .. ·.· .. t .. ru·.• .. i .. qlnes·· .. ··.·.p.,.·'•·f•' ....•... • . ·.· Selig, llllep. tp~ ~el~ .ajlq bis m.uJ- = - ', repres .. ' :~1Jfc~lyv:ex;e'ayi~ 
~eligsaid..'3h~re:ire,tb.9sewho< at the .. 9fllie,signingthanhe 
;woulcl.Ji]foito"(lismiss tliisJind "\ infield¢r, -was 'under-age by'. 

: lbfbeha.vfour. as 'business as > baseball's rules. ,, . . . 
?~ !/ -::: ·.:t. \C<" · -,,:r/~(:-}r~?: ::,;~<'t)''.?\f)\~//t·:-e:::+::-~\~\; ".,, ~::"<·> ::>::t<,~-:i4~~~r~ ,-::·· 

Scott Boras, Beltre's agent. 
indicated before the rnling that 
a grievance would be filed with 
thecommissioner'sofficeifthe 
decision was unfavourable to 
his client. 

The commissioner also or
dered the Dodgers to pay Beltre 
the amount calculated, with in
terest, between the initial bonus 
in 1994 and the amount he 
wouJdhave received a year later 
as compensation . 

Beltre hit .275 with 15 hom
ers and 67 RBI.last season and 
his departUre could have been 

. devastating; 
The D~gers traditionaHy 

have ,· beeri aggressive' in.· the 
signingofLatinAmericanplay- . 
ers and others from outside the 
United States. 

Earlier this year' the Dodgers 
:• 1ost,two(Nbanplayers because 
they sisnedibefore Jheir J6th. 
birth~~ys;S . 

Dallas has dropped 16 straight 
meetings with Miami and has not 
beaten a Riley-coached team since 
March 12, 1988, when he was with 
the Lakers. Miami (16-8) shares 
the Eastern Conference lead with 
Charlotte. 

In Orlando, Pat Garrity made the 
go-ahead 3-pointer with 38 sec
onds left as the Magic nipped the 
Utah Jazz 104-102. 

Garrity hit the winning basket 
from the right sideline off a feed 
from Darrell Annstrong after NBA 
Most Valuable Player Karl Malone 
missed with 52 seconds left. 
. Malone led the Jazz with 29 
points, but cooled off in the fourth 
quarter, scoring only four points on 
2-of-9 shooting. 

Armstrong scored 22. 
In Philadelphia, Larry Hughes 

hit a tying 3-pointer with seven
tenths of a second left in regulation 
and Eric Snow sank a 16-footer at 
the overtime buzzer to give the 
76ers a 122-121 victory over the 
Detroit Pistons. 

Allen Iverson scored 32 points 
and Hughes 20offthe bench. Snow 
scored six of his 10 points in the 
extra session. 

For Detroit, Grant HiBscored a 
season-high 32 points. 

In Phoenix, playing without four 
starters, the Suns won their fourth 
straight game with Scott Skiles 
coaching, 108-101 over the Mil
waukee Bucks. 

The Suns held the Bucks to just 
three points in the opening 6 min
utes of the final period. Oliver Miller 
tied his season high with 17 points. 

Ray Allen scored 31 for Mil
waukee, which is 0-9 at America 
West Arena and had a three-game 
win streak snapped. 

In Denver, Ron Mercer scored 
22 points as the Nuggets had an
other impressive home win, 97-88 
over the Trail Blazers. 

The Nuggets are just 3-8 away 
from the Pepsi Centre but I 0-3 at 
home with their fourth win in five 
games overall. They overcame a 
IO-point first-half deficit. 

Portland joined the league-lead
ing Lakers, Suns, Kings and de
fending champion San Antonio 
Spurs among the West powers that 
have fallen short in the Mile High 
City. 

InBoston,ShaquilleO'Nealcol
lected 34 points and 20 rebounds 
and Kobe Bryant added 27 points 
as the Los Angeles Lakers com
pleted a perfect 4-0 road trip with a 
99-90 victory over the struggling 
Celtics. 

The Lakers extended their win
ning streak to seven games and 
won for the 14th time in their last 
15 contests. 

In Cleveland, former Cavalier 
Terrell Brandon scored six points 
in a 10- l mfl late in the game as the 
Minnesota Timberwolves over
came an early 18-point deficit to 
win 100-94. 

Kevin Garnett collected 24 points 
and 18 rebounds and Brandon 
added 17 points for the 
Timberwolves, who hit their last 
13 foul shots and earned their first 
win in Gund Arena. which opened 
in 1994. 

At Golden State. Jason Caffey 
took advantage of the absence of 
Chris Webber (strained neck) to 
score 26 points and grab 13 re
bounds as the Waniors avoided its 
third straight loss with a 111-99 
victory over the Sacramento Kings. 

The Warriors have won four of 
their last six games since an I !
game losing streak. 

In Chicago, Vin Baker scored· 
25 points and Gary Payton had 22 
points and 12 assists to lead the 
Seattle SuperSonics to a 93-84 
victory over the Bulls, who have 
lost five straight. 

Seattle Supersonics guard Gary Payton (20) drives toward the basket 
around Indiana Pacers guard Reggie Miller (31) Tuesday at the 
Conseco Fieldhouse in Indianapolis. REUTERS 
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R&F ENTERPRISES is the 1999 
Coca Cola Chess Team Tourna
ment champion. 

Led by reigning CNMI chess 
champion Manny Domingo, R&F 
finished with 28 points, 3.5 points 
ahead of runner up Yana Law 
Office. 

Half a point behind is Com
puter World, which ended on third 
place with 24 points. 

Fortune International is on 
fourth place with 23 points. Car 
Town amassed 20.5 points for a 
fifth place finish, while Sablan 
Construction ended on last and 
sixth place two points behind. 

Dollar Days Wholesale and 
Saipan Supply didn't complete the 

tournament, which was marred by 
controversy regarding play regula
tions during the final rounds. 

Yana Law's Rey Yana, who 
scored 9.5 points, won the gold 
medal on board 1. Half a point 
behind was Domingo, who was 
awarded the silver medal. Com
puter World's Ray Villamar got 
the bronze medal with 7.5 points. 

The board 2 medalists are 
Fortune's Lita Bermudes (9.5 
points, gold), Computer World's 
Gerry Biniahan (8.5 points, sil
ver) and R&F's Cesar Cataluna 
(8 points, bronze). 

The board 3 medalists: R&F's 
Doming Villamar (11 points, 
gold), Fortune's NickFungo (8.5 

Swinging judge 

Judge Edward Manibusan tees off in the 17th hole of Laolao Bay 
Golf Resort during the Telesource CNMI Goodwill Golf tournament 
yesterday. Manibusan led his team, Karidat, towards capturing the 
team championship. Photo by Ferdie P. de la Torre 
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points, silver) and Oscar 
Dimatulac (8, bronze). 

Sablan Construction's Manny 
Chargualaf was given a gold 
medal for being the highest scor
ing board 3 alternate. 

In a media release yesterday, 
the CNMI Chess Association 
(CCA) expressed gratitude to tour
nament sponsor Coca Cola Bev
erage Co. Micronesia, Inc., to all 
the participating companies, and 
to the Philippine Consulate and 
Sablan Construction Co. Ltd. for 
hosting the games. 

For more information on CCA 
activities and events, call Manny 
Domingo at 235-3030, or Almer 
Santos at 235-7320. 

Green Bay Pac~ers running back Dorsey Levens (25) scores on a one
yard run against the Minnesota Vikings during the 2nd quarter in 
Minneapolis, Monday. · REUTERS 

Moss leads Vikings 
past Packers, 24-20 

MINNEAPOLIS (Reuters)- and one step closer to making 
Randy Moss caught two touch- the playoffs, which is our No. 1 
down passes as the Minnesota objective. We're going to have 
Vikings held on for a 24-20 vie- to work hard to recuperate." 
toryovertheGreenBayPackers Jeff George completed 16-
on Monday. of-29 passes for 258 yards and 

Moss's speed helped him to a two TDs for the Vikings. Jake 
57-yard touchdown reception Reed had five catches for 73 
that tied the score at 10-10 with yards as Cris Carter sat out with 
4: 17 left in the second quarter. a sprained ankle. 
His height was the key to a one- ThePackersdrovetotheMin-
yard TD catch that gave Mirine- nesoi:a 27 in the final minute but 
sota a 17-13 lead with 1:45 re-· Brett Favre's desperation pass 
maining in the third period. He was intercepted by safety Rob-
finished with five receptions for ert Griffith in the end zone as 
131 yards. time expired. 

"I really wasn't in the game to "It hurt last week, it hurts this 
be honest with you," Moss said. week,"~ avre said. "Every time 
"I was just moping around and you lose, it hurts. If it doesn't, 
waiting for the game to come to . you shouldn't be in this game." 
me." Green Bay (7-7), which had 

Minnesota (8~6) moved into a won three straight NFC Central 
tie with the Detroit Lions for the titles before Minnesota went 15-
first wild card spot and also is I last season, is in danger of 
one game behind Tampa Bay missing the playoffs for the first 
for the lead in the Central. The time since 1992. 
Vikings are the only one oflast The Packers, who are tied with 
season's final four teams not yet three other teams for the third 
eliminatedfrompostseasoncon- and final wild card spot, visit 
tention. Tampa Bay next week and host 

"We feel real good about get- Arizona to end the season. 
ting this win," Minnesota coach "§.= I haven't even 
Dennis Green said. "We'rt;, 8..§ * .:oq~~.,_. 4@iin,gsaa af 
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