
--·-, 

Guam, CNMI 
better prepared 
for Y2K than 
other US states 

By !-laidee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

THE U.S. government has so 
far appropriated some $23 
million to insular areas in the 
Pacific region, including 
Guam and the CNMI, to ad
dress Y2K remediation efforts, 
the U.S. Department of Inte
rior said yesterday. 

Interior said the Y2K prepa
rations and remediations have 
paid off as the CNMI and 
Guam have become better pre
pared for the Y2K rollover 
than any other states in the 
U.S. mainland. 

Keith A. Parsky, public in
formation officer of DOI-Of
fice oflnsular Affairs in Wash
ington, D.C., said Interior 
wants to ensure all states and 
territories are able to report, 
through the information col
lection and reporting system 
(ICRS), all Y2K-related de
velopments during the rollover 
period to the White House. 

··Most of insular areas, 
Guam and CNMI included are 
very far along in remediating 
everything - mission critical 
systems were remediated and 
mission essential systems have 
been remediated. In cases 
where the system is not com
plete! y re mediated, ornot Y2K 

Continued on page 26 
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Fitial w-as the biggest 
spender in 1999 polls 

Benigno R. Fitial 

By Zaldy Dandan 
Variety Associate Editor 

REP RES ENT A TIVE-elect 
Benigno R. Fitial (R-Precinct 3, 
Saipan) spent $74,984 during the 
November elections-the most by 
any candidate, according to the 
financial statement he submitted 
to the Board of Elections. 

Documents from the board also 
revealed that Reform Party's 
Saipan senatorial candidate 
Ramon S. DL Guerrero outspent 
incumbent Republican Sen. Juan 
P. Tenorio. 

Guerrero, who won the elec
tion, raised $53,220-of which 
$25,000 came from his personal 
funds-and spent $69,572. 

Tenorio raised $47 ,240-of 
which $32,000 came from his 

~~'.'j~IJ.~tf~~wm~~J~12d~;,~.gilfi.~+!~~z~~~~~,~w~~.0jf~,;;:~ 
I (Based on financial statements submitted, as of 

yesterday, to the Board of Elections) 

C'.arididate Party Office Contributions 

Benigno R. Fitial* R House, Precinct 3 $76,524 

Ramon S. DL Guerrero* Reform Senate, Saipan $53,220 

Paul A. Manglona* R Senate, Rota $50,900 

Luis M. Sablan D House, Rota . $43,390 

Juan P. Tenorio R Senate, Saipan $47,240 . 

William S. Torres* R House, Precinct 3 $39,829 

David M. Cing* D Senate, Tinian $48,234 

Justo C. Quitugua Ind. House, Precinct 4 $9,422 

I David M. Apatang* R House, Precinct 1 $35,627 

I Frank G. Cepeda R House, Precinct 4 $13,356 

l Diego T. Benavente* R House, Precinct 2 $32,799 

I Oscar M. Babauta* R House, Precinct 2 $24,950 
I * Winning candidates. I 

Expenses 

$74,984 

$69,572 

$54,400 

$47,769 

$47,240 

$40,497 

$32,728 

$28,502 

$28,374 

$25,607 

$23,191 

$19,519 

fundraising dinner-and spent 
$47,240. 

Fitial, who garnered 1,394 votes 
to finish second in Precinct 3, 
raised $76,524, which is also the 
highest among the candidates who 
have submitted their statements. 

tives of Tan Holdings Corp., the 
CNMI's largest garment manu
facturer. 

But Fitial, who also made sev
eral contributions to several Re
publican candidates, did not dis
close the names of his contribu
tors. 

Fitial is one of the top execu-

Board of Elections Executive 
Director Greg C. Sablan yester
day said he will ask Fitial to pro
vide more details. 

Fitial 's rival for the speaker's 
post, Republican Heinz S. 
Hofschneider, raised $7,420 in 
monetary contributions and spent 
$9,339. Hofschneider topped the 
Precinct 3 race. 

Also in Precinct 3, Rep.-elect 
Stanley T. Torres (R) raised 
$8,350 and spent $6,917. 

Rep.-elect William S. Torres 
(R) raised $39,829 and spent 
$40,497. 

Vice Speaker Jesus T. Attao 
(R) raised $12,361 and spent 
$13,042. 

Rep. Melvin 0. Faisao (R), who 
lost, raised $2,000--a donation 
from Marie Pangelinan-and 
spent $13,947. 

In Precinct 2, incumbent 
Speaker Diego T. Benavente (R) 
raised $32,799andspent$23,191. 

His running mate, Rep. 'Oscar 
M. Babauta (R), raised $24,950 
and spent $19,519. · 

In Precinct 1, House Ways and 
Means Committee Chair Karl T. 
Reyes (R), who failed to win a 
third term, raised $9,400 and spent 
$9,087. 

Another losing Precinct 1 can
didate, House Floor Leader Ana 
S. Teregeyo (R), raised $16,174 
and spent $17,650. 

Rep. David M. Apatang (R). 
the precinct's top vote-get.ter, 
raised $35,627 and spent $28,374. 

Rep. Rosiky F. Camacho (D
Saipan), who secured a third term, 
raised$17,573 andspent$17,33 I. 

Rep.-elect Martin B. Ada raised 
$21,072 and spent $15,975. 

In Precinct 4, Rep. Frank G. 
_ Continued on page 2-6 

Tenorio non-committal on 
30% retiree bonus repeal 

By Haidee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

WITHOUT giving a hint on 
whether or not he will sign the 
bill seeking to scrap the 30 per
cent early retirement bonus, 
Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio yester
day said his office is currently 
reviewing the long-awaited leg-

fj ;.,-,-, ·-

islation to clarify ambiguities. 
At the same time, the chief 

executive said any eff01ts to re
call the bill is already "too late" 
but said all out effort is being 
done to make the bill's provi
sions clear. 

"Either I sign it or veto it. 
That would be the only solution 
but I don't want to make any 
comment whether I will sign it 
or veto it because we are still 
reviewing some of the provi
sions," said Tenorio in an am
bush interview. 

Tenorio, however, did not 
comment on what specific pro
visions of the bill are needing 
further clarifications and fine
tuning. 

House Bill 11-359, which 
cleared the Senate on Dec. 8, 
would repeal the Common
wealth Early Retirement Bonus 

Continued on page 26 
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A mother with a girl sitting on her shoulder wades through an ocean of year-end shoppers at Ameyoko 
commercial area in downtown Tokyo. Some 200,000 shoppers are expected to fill the street for their new 
year's preparations. AP 
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Avalanches kill 12 
VIENNA, Austria (AP) - A 
massive snow storm triggered 
avalanches Tuesday in western 
and central Austria, killing at least 
12 people, including nine Ger
man tourists who had hiked to 
mountain huts for a millennium 
party, the Austria Press Agency 
reported. 

Two German hikers were res
cued by their colleagues after the 
avalanche struck the Alpine area 
outside the western Austrian vil
lage of Galtuer, however one of 
them died in the evening hours. 

Eight others in the party were 

!!,!_ 

killed immediately, Gaktyer 
Mayor Anton Mattie told AP A. 

The deaths occurred at an el
evation of about 9,900 feet in the 
mountains between Ischgl and 
Galtuer. Earlier this year, 38 
people were killed there when 
massive avalanches of snow de
stroyed houses in the villages of 
Gal tuer and Valzur. 

The German group, believed 
to be from the Stuttgart area, 
had left for a high Alpine tour 
and a millennium party, despite 
warnings from locals to stay 
away from slopes vulnerable to 

avalanches. APA quoted offi
cials as saying rescuers would 
be unable to reach the site be
fore Wednesday. 

Elsewhere, a snowboarder was 
killed in a snowslide in central 
Steiermark state, and two other 
hikers died in an avalanche near 
the southwestern town of Vent, 
APA said. 

At least 16 inches of snow 
dumped on the southern Carinthia 
province, where the use of snow 
chains on mountain roads and for 
larger trucks was ruled manda
tory. 

FATAL CRASH. Firefighters and policemen investigate the scane where an Ml-2 type rescue helicopter 
crashed to the ground near Boergoend, some 60 kilometers southwest of B!,'dapest late Tuesday. Four 
members of the Hungarian Special Rescue team were on board when the accident occured and all of them 
died. AP 

2 die as 
inmates 

take hostages 
ANGOLA, La. (AP) - A 
guard and a prisoner were killed 
late Tuesday when a group of 
inmates took hostages at the 
L-OuisianaStatePenitentiary, the 
warden said. 

The guard was bludgeoned to 
death with a hammer when up 
to seven inmates tried to take 
bis keys in an attempted escape 
from the maximum security 
prison, Warden Burl Cain said. 

The inmate was shot to death 
as he charged out from a prison 
classroom where the standoff 
occurred holding a knife, Cain 
said. 

The incident began at 8:30 
p.m. CST when the prisoners 
overpowered the guards in a 
prison classroom. 

The warden said the inmates 
held the other guards hostage as 
he spoke with them. 

Correction officers used stun 
grenades to end the standoff 
after discovering the dead 
guard's body in a nearby bath
room. 

The two other guards in the 
room were not injured. 

The deaths came days after a 
group of Cuban inmates re
leased a warden they held hos
tage for a week at another Loui
siana jail. 

Clinton bats for housing 
• program expansion 

WASHINGTON (AP)-Presi
dent Clinton is proposing a $690 
million expansion of a federal pro
gram to help the working poor 
afford decent houses and apart
ments, administration officials 
said Tuesday. 

The money would pay for 
120,000 new housing vouchers 
nationwide, Housing Secretary 
Andrew Cuomo said. 

Cuomo said the expanded 
voucher program, which the 
White House planned to announce 
Wednesday, would be included 
in Clinton's budget proposal for 
fiscal 200 I. That budget plan is 
due on Capitol Hill next month. 

The vouchers would expand an 
existing $9.5 billion program that 
now serves as many as 1.7 million 
poor households. 

"The need for affordable hous
ing is higher than ever- 5.3 mil
lion American families need af
fordable housing" but cannot find 
it,Cuomosaid. "It's actually a cruel 
irony of the strong economy," 
which often drives the price of for
merly affordable housing beyond 
the reach of the working poor, 
Cuomo said in an interview. 

The vouchers work like this: 
Poor families, most of them earn
ing at or near the federal poverty 
level of about $17,000 a year for 
a family of four, can apply for 
extra money to help make rent 

President Clinton 

payments. 
Families must contribute 30 

percent of their income, with the 
balance paid by the voucher. The 
amount of the vouchers varies by 
family, depending on housing 
needs and expense, and is capped 
at what officials define as the lo
cal fair market rate. 

Vouchers are distributed by lo
cal housing authorities under the 
administration of the federal De
partment of Housing and Urban 
Development. The local authori
ties typically have long waiting 
lists for subsidized housing. 

Clinton proposes setting aside 
18,000 of the new vouchers for 
homeless families and 32,000 for 
families moving from welfare to 
work, said a White house aide 
who spoke on condition of ano
nymity. 

WORLD/NATION 

- News Briefs 
S. Korea gov't to pardon 

1 million people 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) - President Kim Dae-jung yesterday 
said he will pardon one million South Korea~s punished for minor 
crimes and release two convicted North Korean spies to celebrate the 
start of the new century. 

"The government action this time will benefit about one million 
people," Kim said in a nationally televised speech. "I wish their future 
will be full of hope and advancement." 

Kim did not say when he would issue the amnesty, but Justice 
Ministry officials indicated the action may come Thursday. 

The two North Korean spies to be freed were identified as Son Sung 
Mo and Shin Gwang Soo. The two, aged 71, have been kept in jail 
since they were captured separately in the early 1980s. Once they are 
released, South Korea will no longer hold any long-serving political 
prisoners, Kim said. 

Those who will benefit from the amnesty will include seven, 
"prisoners of conscience" who have been convicted of violent labor 
and other political protests, he said. 

Government officials said most of the I million South Koreans to 
benefit from the amnesty are traffic violators and those jailed or fined 
for minor economic and other crimes. 

It will be the fifth amnesty to be issued since Kim took office 22 
months ago. In an amnesty marking this year's Korean Independence 
Day on Aug. 15, the government freed, among others, 56 political 
prisoners, including seven Jong-serving North Korean spies. 

Flu cases flood emergency room 
GLENDALE, Ariz. (AP) - Linda Lindquist thought things might 
slow down at Thunderbird Samaritan Medical Center afterthe ChFist
mas weekend. 

But the flood of sniffly, feverish patients that started flowing into 
her emergency room last week has just kept coming and coming. 

The hospital turned to extra staff and volunteers to help comfort 
patients. And for several days in a row, it's diverted ambulances until 
it could get the waiting room under control. 

"It's at disastrous levels with the number of people we're seeing," 
Lindquist said. "Not just in terms ofus, everybody is seeing it. We 're 
overwhelmed." 

Hospitals throughout the Phoenix area are being overrun by pa
tients complaining of coughs, fevers and sore throats. 

Meanwhile, emergency rooms in Southern California and Wiscon
sin also report being flooded with flu patients. 

Indeed, the flu season nationwide has picked up noticeably in the 
last couple of weeks, said Dr. Carolyn Buxton Bridges of the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. 

It's too early to say for sure, but the flu season looks like it may peak 
in January this year - a month earlier than 1998, she said. 

Nineteen states reported widespread or regional flu activity during 
the week of Dec. 12-18, according to the most recent CDC data. 
Roughly 3 percent of doctor visits in the states were related to flu-like 
symptoms, the agency said. 

The rate was 6 percent in the Southwest and Pacific states. 
With many doctors' offices closed for the holiday weekend, pa

tients turned to hospitals for treatment in a "tidal wave," said Dr. 
Joseph Kezele, a physician at 11rnnderbird. 

In some Phoenix-area emergency rooms, flu patients had to wait 12 
to 18 hours to see a doctor. Others couldn't get hospital beds, even 
when their physician called. 

N. K({}Fem says Japanese 
detained fo:ir espionage 

TOKYO (Reuters)-North Korea has detained a Japanese national 
who it accused of espionage in the communist state, Pyongyang's 
official Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) said yesterday. 

KCNA said Takashi Sugishima, 60, a researcher at the Japan 
Market Economy Institute, was detained on Dec. 4 for espionage in 
gathering information on military and diplomatic secrets. 

KCNA said Sugishima confessed he had been given money by 
Japan and South Korea to carry out spying operations in the reclusive 
Stalinist state. 

The KCNA report comes just one week after Japan and North Korea 
held a firstround of preparatory talks aimed at eventually normalizing 
ties between the former foes. 

The talks were made possible by a breakthrough agreement be
tween Japanese and North Korean Red Cross officials on food aid and 
other humanitarian issues. 

The United States and South Korea have also recently moved 
toward engagement with Pyongyang in an effort to end tensions on 
the heavily armed Korean peninsula. 

KCNA said Sugishima came to North Korea on Nov. 30 as part of 
a delegation and collected secret information on such matters as the 
ruling Workers Party and the country's relations with the United 
States and Japan. 
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Suit vs DOLi, Zachares dropped 
By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

THE SUPERIOR Court yester
day threw away a lawsuit filed 
by Dr. John B. Joyner against 
the Department of Labor and 
Immigration for allegedly bar
ring non-attorneys from repre
senting parties in Labor hear
ings. 

Presiding Judge Edward 
Manibusan ruled that the court 
finds that it lacks subject matter 
jurisdiction over Joyner's peti
tion and must grant a motion to 
dismiss filed by defendants 
DOU, DOU Secretary Mark 
D. Zachares, and Assistant At
torney General Robert 
Goldberg. 

Manibusan said that since the 
court lacks jurisdiction over the 
matter, it need not address other 
issues raised by both parties. 

Court papers showed that 

Zachares issued last July 8 a 
memorandum prohibiting non
attorneys from representing per
sons and businesses at labor and 
immigration hearings. 

Joyner, through counsel 
Joshue Berger, filed a petition 
for a declaratory ruling with 
DOU requesting a stay or reci
sion of such policy. 

Goldberg, counsel for DOU, 
responded with a letter, stating 
"your petition is denied in all 
respects." 

Joyner filed a petition asking 
the trial court to review the 
memorandum and of DOU 
counsel's "denial" of petition 
for a declaratory ruling. 

Defendants filed a motion to 
dismiss, to strike, to quash, and 
for more definite statement. 
Joyner filed his opposition. 

Defendants argued that the pe
tition should be dismissed on 

Mark D. Zachares 

the ground that the court lacks 
subject matter jurisdiction be
cause Joyner failed to file the 
petition within 30 days of the 
July 8 memorandum. 

Joyner contended that the 
DOLI counsel's Aug. 6 letter 
was the "final agency action" 
and that the petition was timely 
filed within 30 days. 

Mendiola seeks dismissal of 
indictment in Federal court 

By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

FORMER Tinian congressman 
and mayor James M. Mendiola 
has asked the federal court to 
dismiss two counts of the indict
ment filed against him in con
nection with the alleged cattle 
rustling case. 

Attorney Paul Lawlor said 
counts II and ill attempt to al
lege that his client, Mendiola, 
did conspire with others to vio
late and in fact violated a federal 
statute . 

However, Lawlor said, a re
view of the language ofthe sub
jects counts as well as the allega
tions contained in the overt acts 
supporting count II reveals that 
such counts both fail to state 
requisite facts to give rise to ju
risdiction in the case. 

Mendiola was indicted with 
conspiracy to conceal stolen 
property within the special mari
time and territorial ju'risdiction 
of the U.S., conspiracy to dis
pose of stolen livestock which is 
part of interstate or foreign com
merce, and dispo~ing of such 
stolen Ii vestock. 

Mendiola pleaded innocent of 
the charges. 

Three other persons from 
Tinian were also named as 
Mendiola' s co-defendants in the 
indictment. 

Court papers said the case in-

James M. Mendiola 

valves alleged conspiracy of the 
defendants and others to operate a 
scheme to steal and butcher cattle 
owned by the Micronesian De
velopment Corporation (MDC) 
which operates a large ranch on 
Tinian. 

Lawlor said the counts also fail 
to allege the essential elements to 
establish a violation of the statute 
pertainingtosaleorreceiptofcattle. 

A most cursory view of the stat
ute, Lawlor said, reveals that an 
essential element of the offense is 
that the subjeci livestock moved in 
or was part of interstate commerce. 

This interstate movement, he 
added, is an essential element of 
the statute. 

Lawlor said a review of the 
overt acts reveals that the essence 
of the allegations is that some 
individuals killed some cattle 
which did not belong to them, on 

Tinian and transported and sold 
same on Saipan. 

"Tinian and Saipan are within 
the same Commonwealth. 
Therefore the subject livestock 
did not move in nor constitute 
interstate commerce after they 
were allegedly stolen," Lawlor 
stressed. 

Assuming that the counts of 
the indictment i.re not dismissed, 
Mendiola asked that the U.S. 
government furnish his counsel 
with documents reciting the 
"state from which and the state 
to which the government con
tends the livestock, allegedly 
stolen, was taken." 

Assistant U.S. Attorney David 
T. Wood in response to 
Mendiola' s motion said the gov
ernment intends to present evi
dence that the beef grown on 
Tinian by MDC is regularly sold 
to buyers in the CNMI, in Guam 
and in Yap. 

"The government's theory is 
that the beef which was stolen 
and concealed in this case con
stitute a part of interstate or for
eign commerce," Wood said. 

Regarding documents re
quested by Mendiola, Wood said 
a bill of particulars is not an 
investigative vehicle for the de
fense and is not available as a 
tool "to obtain detailed disclo
sure of the government's evi
dence prior to trial." 

Lujan raps Hillblom projects official 
By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff · 

GUAM lawyer David J. Lujan 
yesterday lambasted the manag
ing director of a firm operating 
the late Larry Hillblom 's multi
million-dollar projects in Viet
nam. 

At yesterday's court hearing in 
Hillblom's probate, Lujan, coun
sel for Hill bl om 's son, Junior 
Larry Hillbroom, said all the fi-

nancial problems of the Vietnam 
projects are caused by James J. 
Dennis. 

"We heard only about Vietnam 
when they need money. But we 
only heard about the problems 
from Marianas Variety," said 
Lujan, citing reports that the 
projects have incurred millions of 
dollars in losses and may likely 
shutdown its operations. 

"The man does not seem work-

ing. We received a negative for 
the $38 million (poured into the 
projects). Now he wants an in
creased salary? What arc we, a 
bunch of fools!" said Lujan refer
ring to Dennis, managing direc
tor for Hillblom's Danao Lim
ited. 

Jack W. Londcn, counsel for 
Hillblom estate executor Bank of 
Saipan, told Judge Pro Tern 

Continued on page 23 

Robert Goldberg 

Manibusan in his ruling said a 
court lacks }1risdiction to re
view administrative decisions 
not timely appealed. 

Manibusan said Joyner filed 
his petition 56 days after the 
July 8 memorandum therefore, 
failed to file within the 30 days 
required by the statute. 

"Thus, the court lacks subject 

matter jurisdiction over 
plaintiff's petition in so far as it 
seeks review of the July 8 
memorandum," the judge 
pointed du t. 

On final agency issue, 
Manibusan cited a previous rul
ing in which the court held that 
a letter of agency counsel is not 
an appealable "final agency ac
tion." 

In Joyner's case, the judge 
said, DOU counsel's letter 
contains no reference as to the 
capacity in which the lawyer 
acted when he signed it, or 
whether the letter was the fi
nal agency action on the mat
ter. 

"Thus, the court finds that the 
Aug. 6 letter is not an appeal
able final agency order, but 
rather may be categorized as 
interpretive correspondence," 
Manibusan said. 
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Meeting builds on AIDS awareness 
Anne Hocog, a guest speaker 

from Guam, also appealed to the 
kids about setting their goals. 

By Marian A. Maraya 
Variety News Staff 

THE SERIES of health forums 
held on Saipan, Rota, and Tinian 
has revealed a lack of accurate 
information among the youth on 
two of the most dreaded disease 
known to man: HIV/AIDS. 

But Public Health Coordinator 
Reina Camacho yesterday said that 
through discussions such as the 
CNMI-wide HIV/AIDS confer
ences, the yomh is on their way to 
making wise health choices. 

Compared to previous genera
tions, the youth of today has more 
knowledge about HIV/AIDS, ac
cording to Camacho. 

"But they still need to grasp the 
whole concept of HIV transmis
sion," Camacho said. 

Activities slated during the con
ference showed signs that behav
ioral reinforcements are needed 
among these youths, Camacho 
said. 

"We had this activity on sharing 
body fluids where an individual 
pours liquid into another one's 
cup. Before one does that, per
sonal questions are asked between 
individuals, like what's yourname 
or what do you like to do. And 
then one asks, may I pour my 
bodily fluid into your vial? ... 

"Each one has the choice to ei-
ther say "yes" or Hno." 

"What this activity revealed is 
that younger kids traded body flu
ids more openly so the spread of 
HIV, at this rate, is amazing," 
Camacho said. 

Camachosaidtheactivityhelped 
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Participants to the HIV Youth Conference listen attentively to speakers yesterday at the Aqua Resort Club. 
Photo by Marian A. Maraya 

the kids understand how HIV is 
transmitted. 

Furthermore, it also made them 
see that HIV does not discrimi
nate - that it can infect anyone, 
according to Camacho. · 

"But your behavior does mat
ter, and you choose your behav
ior so that you can make healthy 
choices," said Camacho. 

The conference dwelled on 
major information dissemination 
on HIV/AIDS, taking to the youth 
perspective. 

"We're helping them in learn-

ing a lot about self esteem, com
munication, and sexual responsi
bility- to protect their bodies, to 
respect their bodies and to abstain 
from having sexual activity until 
they are ready, which can either 
mean marriage or just at a later 
time in their lives not just when 
they're 18 or after high school," 
said Camacho. 

Speakers at the conference are 
highly promoting abstinence and 
chastity as the safest measure 
against the disease. 

"With that, we're trying to sug-

gest alternatives to sharing their 
affection for one another," said 
Camacho. 

On the other .hand, former Mt. 
Carmel School President Sister 
Kathleen Sarmiento during the 
conference spoke to participants 
about responsible · actions and 
things to consider. 

Health volunteer Moses Saburo, 
who has publicly admitted he is 
HIV-positive, also spoke to the 
youths, encouraging them to be 
very careful and aggressive in 
fighting off the disease. 
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"Today, everybody wrote down 
their goals and they wrote the 
person who can help them ac
complish these goals. 

"If there's anything they take 
with them as they leave this con
ference, it's that they leave here 
knowino their goals and I hope 
that wh:n we see them again, that 
they have realized those goals and 
continue to set more goals that 
would help them lead good lives," 
said Camacho. 

A seven-year-old participant at 
the conference said she is now 
aware that HIV can only be trans
mitted by sharing needles and. 
through sexual intercourse. 

"You cannot get HIV by kiss
ing, touching, hugging or using 
ti"le same cup. I have learned some 
of this before because my mom 
talks about it. She makes us learn 
it. 

"You can only get AIDS by 
sexual intercourse with a person 
who is infected with AIDS and 
sharing needles with person who 
has it," said nine-year-old Justo 
Quitugua. 

The conference has drawn close 
to a 110 youths from all over the 
CNMI. 

Y2Kworries 
still affecting 
travel plans 
of Japanese 

Variety News Staff . 
RESERVATIONS for 13 pack
age tour brands ot major Japanese 
travel wholesalers in December 
have been negatively affected by · 
consumer concerns over the so
called Year 2000 (Y2K) bug, ac
cording to the latest survey con
ducted by Weekly Travel Jour
nal. , 

According to resu I ts for De
cember reservations, Look JTB 
reported a 17 percent drop in book -
ings.Jalpak'sI'llandAVAbrands 
were down 18 percent and 7 per
cent, respectively. Only the sec
ond-brand Time of Hankyu Ex
press International showed ayear
on-year increase. 

As for reservations in January, 
all brands are struggling as welJ, 
the ·survey reported. Only five 
brands including Mach and Best 
Tour of Nippon Travel Agency 
and Look World of Nippon Ex
press are doing better than a year 
ago. 

Tour agents put the blame on 
the millennium bug scare for the 
expected drop in Japanese who 
will go overseas during the year
end/New Year's period. 

According to Japan Travel 
Bureau's (JTB) latest report on 
"Travel Trends for Year-end/New 
YearTravel,"thenumberofJapa
nese heading overseas between 
Dec. 23, 1999 and Jan. 3, 2000 
will fall 11.41 percent to559,000. 
It marks the first time in five years 
that the figure will dip below the 
600,000 level. 

House not keen on bill 
to limit FAS migration 

By Haldee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

PROPOSED limitations and 
conditions on the influx of citi
zens of Freely Associated States 
(FAS) in the CNMI may not 
push through. 

This developed as legislators 
yesterday aired concerns about 
the possible repercussions such 
a proposal may have on "regional 
reciprocity -and unity." 

House Speaker Diego ·T. 
Benavente (R-Saipan), along 
with several representatives in
cluding House Floor Leader Ana 
S. Teregeyo(R-Saipan) and Rep. 
Heinz S. Hofschneider (R
Saipan), lobbied for the scrap
ping of House Bill 11-294 dur
ing a session. 

The House then unanimously 
deferred action on the bill. 

H.B. 11-294 will still on the 
House caledar once the cham
ber convenes again early next 
year, but chances are slim that it 
will be passed at all. 

Even Rep. Melvin 0. Faisao 
(R-Saipan), author of the bill, 
himself told House members that 
the bill needs a second look. 

Benavente expressed confi
dence that the bill is likely to 
"die a natural death." 

He added, "There's enough 
members that would not support 
something like this at this time. I 
have been lobbying and I will 

continue to lobby against it. 
"The motion on the floor is to 

defer action on the bill. This is 
something that is not necessary 
at this time and we should not 
have to act on this legislation," 
said Benavente. 

The speaker said the CNMI 
government is looking not only 
at the economic contributions 
made by FAS citizens, but also 
the issue of a "unified region." 

"On certain matters that affect 
our region and we feel very 
strongly, we cannot do that as 
individual entities; we need 
everyone's support within the 
region especially the 
Micronesian region. 

"The most critical at this point 
is to make sure that we protect 
and try to present better relation
ship with neighboring islands 
because of the need for a united 
region. A lot of economic op
portunitiesare important for any
one of us," Benavente said. 

As to the issue of draining 
CNMI resources, Hofschneider 
said it is not the FAS citizens that 
make up the largest ethnic group 
here, but Filipinos and Chinese, 
and therefore the notion that FAS 
citizens take up "lots" of CNMI 
resources is not true. 

Benavente also said the issue of 
Compact impact reimbursement 
is an issue between the CNMI and 

Continued on page 23 
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PSS plans to put up 'bus wash' 
By Marian A. Maraya 
Variety News Staff 

THE PUBLIC School System 
(PSS) Capital Improvement 
Projects (CIP) Committee is cur
rently studying the specifications 
of the proposed "bus wash" for its 
school busing fleet, said Admin
istrative Services Officer Jess 
Sanchez. 

PSS is looking at the early part 
of next year to finally move ahead 
with the plan which aims to pro
vide PSS buses with its very own 
automated cleaning service. 

Sanchez said that the bus wash 

is similar to the "car wash" con
cept where buses have to enter a 
facility with sprinkling water and 
moving mops, and come out from 
the other side squeaky clean. 

"It is like a car wash, and they 
will have it constructed right next 
to the bus compound. All school 
buses and transportation-fleet will 
beiwashed," Sanchez said. 

!'There is nothing more warm
ing than hopping into clean buses, 
not only for our students but also 
for our bus drivers," he added. 

Sanchez said the new cleaning 
facility would relieve the pupil 

transportation staff from doing 
the hard manual cleaning of the 
buses. 

"We really appreciate the ef
forts of the Board of Education 
members the Commissioner, as 
well as the administration of Mrs. 
Louise Concepcion in putting up 
this bus wash," he added. 

Aside from the bus wash, PSS 
is also set to put up at least two 
shower rooms for the transporta
tion fleet staff, according to 
Sanchez. 

"So that when they finish wash
Contmued on page 23 
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JACK ANDERSON and JAN MOLLER 

WASHINGTON MERRY·GO·ROUND 

Finlandia 
WASHING TON -As usual, it was a white Christmas in Helsinki 60 
years ago. But 1939 was anything but usual. Even the war was unusual, 
already being dubbed the "Phony War" because all had been mostly 
quiet on the Western Front since ·'hostilities" broke out in Europe that 
September. 

The Eastern Front, though it had yet to be so called, had exploded and 
subsided when Germany and the Soviet Union overran Poland. Estonia, 
Latvia and Lithuania were then gobbled up by Stalin, and the Finns 
agreed to all of his territorial demands except the Soviet garrisoning of 
the port city of Hango. A Soviet attack, devoid of a formal declaration 
of war. was the result on November 30. 

What followed was neither a phony war nor a blitzkrieg. Rather, the 
Winter War became a military classic, a model of man's finest qualities 
and a beacon to a wavering world then facing the terrible onslaught of 
totalitarianism. 

Finland had been a part of the Russian Empire forover I 00 years when 
it broke away during the Russian Revolution of 1917. By 1939,freedom 
was still 22 years young, but the thirst for freedom spanned dozens of 
generations and was given voice by Jean Sibelius, whose "Finlandia," 
written in 1900 during Russian occupation, captured the hearts of his 
countrymen and the enmity of the czar. 

Symphonic. nationalistic and colored with musical images of the 
ponderous. massive Russian bear, swirling clashes and victorious · 
gaiety, the piece so touch ~d the Finnish people that Czar Nicholas II 
forbid its playing during political crises. "Finlandia" and Finnish 
independence melded into one. 

In 1939, logic was not on Finland's side. Stalin and Hitler were allies, 
and Europe ;as fast falling to them. Finland was not allied with France 
and Britain, and Poland, which had been allied with them, benefited not 
at all from the association. Finland's army ofonly 200,000 men, backed 
up by I 00,000 national guardsmen was arrayed against a million Soviet 
soldiers, backed up by millions more. 

And worst of all, the Finnish lines of supply were blocked by fellow 
Scandinavian countries, Norway and Sweden, which clung desperately 
to neutrality. In 1939, the evil grip of totalitarianism was choking the 
world, and on the Eastern Front, Finland was facing it alone. But the 
strains of Sibelius played to emotions not predicated on logic. 

Stalin's attack was massive and simultaneous along the 1,000-mile 
Soviet-Finnish border. The only Finnish advantages were skis, warm 
clothing and patriotic fervor, which proved enough- initially. These 
meager advantages allowed the Finnish commanders to break up their 
forces inro small units, that could be relied upon to act aggressively 
against much larger Soviet formations. 

Soviet columns were harassed, stopped, pierced and, in many in
stances. annihilated - the Battle of Suomussalmi being a classic in 
which the Finns, outnumbered three to one, destroyed two Soviet 
divisions during that year's Christmas season. 

Stalin's troops were stopped all along the line. The Soviets stopped, 
regrouped, brought up large numbers of reinforcements and launched 
"human sea'' assaults on the Karelian Isthmus in February and March 
of 1940. But by then the Finns had won the admiration of the world
including that of the German General Staff-while Stalin's armies won 
only their disdain. As a result. Stalin's demands for peace were no 
harsher than his prewar demands. 

CORRECTION: 
The fourth paragraph of yesterday's editorial should have read 
''Taxpayers during the same fiscal year paid over $3 million in 
government travel expenses;''. Come to think of it, however, it might 
be a good idea to require junketing elected officials to reimburse 
taxpayers.-eds. 
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THI\T OION'T 
TAKE LON~. 

• Catherine Cruz-Norton 
"Some of my close buddies seriously discussed stocking their 

cupboards with food items, non-perishables and water, and still 
others had more immediate safety measures in mind, like boarding 
up their kitchen window to orevent it from getting shot at, a second 
time." 

A safe and joyous New Year 
HAGATNA-Whether you subscribe to the no
tion that the year 2000 is the turn of the century, 
or the year 2001 represents the new millennium it 
may not change the fact that you're probably one 
of the thousands of well wishers uttering the 
sentiments "hey, happy New Year," whenever 
you can. 

Since many appear to believe the year 2000 will 
mark the New Millennium, (or perhaps simply 
want an excuse to throw or attend a big party) all 
of the preparatory signs of New Year's Eve are 
evident. For example, since ~he beginning of the 
month I've heard the firearms being tested, (legal 
or not, it's being done) I see folks stocking-up on 
the all-important barbecue necessities and giant 
size non-perishables, and others are confirming 
their hotel reservations to attend high-priced new 
millennium affairs. 

My friends and I were sitting around at brunch 
recently asking ourselves how we were going to 
welcome the turn of the century. Most, being 
parents with young children, agreed the safest 
place for us is at home. 

But I must be in the company of some real 
"nervous Nellies" because our discussion went 
beyond the talk of simple safety. In fact, some of 
my close buddies seriously discussed stocking 
their cupboards with food items, non-perishables 
and water, and still others had more immediate 
safety measures in mind. like boarding up their 
kitchen window to prevent it from getting shot at, 
a second time. 

I thought this type of planning was odd in one 
sense, yet familiar in another. It reminded me 
of the typical typhoon-drill. But what is it that 
would transform New Year's Eve preparations 
into something so similar to that of natural 
disasters? 

After talking with the Guam Police Department 
and Civil Defense, I found my answers. And it 
appears my friends are not too far from the norm. 

It's being called Operation New Dawn. A month 
in the planning, Operation New Dawn's mission 
is to do everything necessary for a safe and enjoy-

able New Year celebration. Deputy Ch.ief of Po
lice Ron Dervish says uniformed officers will be 
crawling the streets of Tumon providing crowd 
control, and will have a presence in other heavily 
traveled areas, with safety and keeping the peace 
foremost on their minds. 

"We expect ·fire arms going off at midnight, 
drivers who drink, traffic congestion and the regu
lar mix of parties, but obviously with the year 
2000 more people will be out and that makes what 
we expect to do especially significant," says Der
vish. We can expect the force's entire fleet out 
patrolling our streets. Dervish says officers with 
the criminalinvestigative unit and administrative 
staff will augment patrol units. 

"We are treating this just like preparing for a 
natural disaster," says acting Civil Defense Ad
ministrator Joe Jave Ilana. 

Javellana says Civil Defense will be in what is 
called full activation. An Emergency Operation 
Center (EOC) will be open and manned by repre
sentatives of vital government agencies. 

Everyone from the power and water agencies to 
public health, and Guaff1 Memorial Hospital as well 
as the Department of Administration and the Bureau 
of Planning, the Guam International Airport, along 
with the FBI, the ATFand the Department of Interior 
representatives, as well as all military branches will 
be present at the command post. 

"In an incident command system format. when 
an emergency occurs we right away implement a 
unified command system which is prepared to 
respond to any emergency. We coordinate and 
facilitate all the resources that the government 
has in a concerted and coordinated effort," says 
Javellana. 

Operation New Dawn takes effect at 6 p.m. on 
Dec. 31 and will continue through 6 a.m., Jan. 2. 
The EOC will be manned from 6 p.m., Dec. 31 
through 6 a.m., Jan. 1. 

So, however you decide to celebrate-whether 
you will batten-down-the hatches or take to the 
town in extreme merriment the key is to be safe 
and have a joyous New Year! 
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Paraguay's Mennonites 
resent 'fast buck' outsiders 

FILADELFIA, Paraguay (Reuters) - Paraguay's austere Menno
nites, who have invested decades of sweat to survive in extreme 
c.o?ditions,_ say their hard-won wealth has lured a "gold rush" of easy
hvmg outsiders desperate to make a quick buck. 

Some I 0,000 German-speaking Mennonites live in the Paraguayan 
Chaco, a vast, sparsely inhabited plain of scrub land and palm trees 
where poisonous snakes abound. 

Searing temperatures that can hit 122 degrees (50 Celsius) in summer 
have given the inhospitable Chaco the name "the green hell." 

The dry ,dusty area extends into Bolivia and is one of South America's 
last great wildernesses. 

Overcoming the natural hardships, the Mennonites have set up an 
efficient cooperative farming system that provides around half of 
Paraguay's dairy needs and produces its finest quality cotton fiber and 
groundnut oil. 

But the mild-mannered Mennonites now complain that the face of 
their community is changing, and many resent the intrusion of dozens 
of Paraguayans and Brazilians who have flocked to the area to work as 
hired farmhands or open bars and shops. 

The Mennonites have kept to their traditional evangelical Christian 
values for more than 60 years with little interference from the govern
ment, which grants them religious and economic independence and 
exemption from military duties. 

Of German extraction and speaking a guttural north German dialect, 
the Mennonites reject all violence and fled Russia and Ukraine in the 
1920s to avoid compulsory service in the army. 

They are typically blond with pale European faces and are scattered 
around the globe, particularly in the United States, Canada and Latin 
America. They arrived in 1927 in Paraguay, one of the region's poorest 
countries. 
. With their o:,-'n banks, .schools, hospitals and agricultural coopera

tive, Paraguay s Mennomtes have created three prosperous communi
ties - Menno, Fernheim and Neuland - in an area that has attracted few 
other settlers. 

"We work as hard as we can with the few liters of water we have. But 
the Paraguayans don't understand it," said Franz Ernst Eitzen, a 
schoolteacher and a manager of the cooperative in Filadelfia, service 
center for the Fernheim colony. 

"We have good organization in our cooperative system. You can 
invest money better, and that's why the Brazilians are also here. 

The work is no longer enough in Itaipu and Yacyreta," he said, 
referring to Paraguay's two huge hydroelectric projects - the first shared 
with Brazil and the second with Argentina. 

Only a few years ago very few non-Mennonites could be seen 
walki1:g the s_treets of Filadelfia, where every passing vehicle kicks up 
a chokmg swirl of dust. Not any more. "It's changed a lot in the last five 
years. 

The government has put in a school so we've got more Paraguayans 
attracted to Filadelfia. Before, they had to pay to go to our school," said 
Betty Wiens, accountant at the Filadelfia cooperative. 

"'And there are Brazilians here too, all looking for work." 
Filadelfia 's 3,000-strong population consists mainly of Mennonites 

but there are also Germans, Brazilians and Indians from the Ayoreo, 
Lengua and Chulupi tribes, among others. 

Despite running a $300,000-a-year program to educate and help 
9,000 Indians who live on 370,000 acres (150,000 hectares) bought by 
the Mennonites, Filadelfia's leaders remain wary of the "outsiders" and 
blame them for rising cr-ime in the area. 

"It's worse than '?efore, with people taking cars and cattle. Paraguay
ans and Indians give us more trouble than our own people," said Eitzen. 
one of the town's leading figures. 

"It's only the Paraguayans who are running around the streets. You 
don't see our children doing that," he told Reuters. 

'They (Paraguayans) might want to spend their money on gambling 
or liquor. We don_'t." Paraguay's government had recently stationed a 
small police force in Filadelfia, the largest Mennonite settlement, 
Eitzen said. 

But this was largely ineffective, he added, citing incidents of rape for 
the first time ever in the town. "It's like a gold rush. 

Outsiders keep coming. We tell people why we are here, why we are 
doing maybe a little better financially, we invest in working here." 
Despite any ethnic tension, the Mennonites insist that they are trying to 
improve community relations. 

"The intermingling between the communities has improved a lot," 
said Arnold Boschmann, program director for Radio La Vaz de! Chaco 
Paraguayo, Filadelfia.'s religious station broadcasting 17 hours daily in 
nine languages. 

"From a Christian perspective we have been trying to show them 
what it means to 'love thy neighbor,"' he said. 

Wiens was more blunt in her appraisal. "We know that if Paraguayans 
come in they don't have the same values as us, the same work ethic," 
she said. "And we have a good working relationship with the Indians, 
but not more." 

The Mennonites' hard-won wealth has brought other problems to the 
community, whose more traditionalist members disapprove of the use 
of electricity and certain clothes. 
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• A 'Flood' of 
m.edical info 

Ten great achievements: 
Control of infectious diseases 

IN 1900, the three leading causes of death in the 
USA were all infections-TB, pneumonia and in
fectious diarrhea. Together with another infectious 
disease, diphtheria, these infections caused I /3 of 
the deaths that year. 

In 1997 things were vastly different. Infections, 
such as HIV (AIDS), influenza and pneumonia to
gether accounted foronly 4.5 percent of the deaths . 
The vast majority were caused by heart disease and 
cancer (55 percent). 

In the early 20th century widespre~d epidemics of 
infection were common. The terrible pandemic of 
influenza in 1918 caused over 20 million deaths 
world-wide-including500,000 in the United States 
alone-all in less than a year. Today the world is 
experiencing a pandemic of HIV which to date has 
caused almost 14 million deaths. Infectious dis
eases are still a big problem. 

There are many factors which have led to the 
decrease in infectious disease deaths during this 
century. In the 19th century industrialization led to 
a massive shift in the U.S. population into crowded 
cities. There overcrowding together with poor or 
non-existent sanitation and unsafe drinking water 
all led to repeated outbreaks of TB, cholera, influ
enza and malaria. These same factors still exist in 
many parts of the world. 

Public health efforts in the early 1900s led to better 
sanitation and safer water and food. Chlorination of 
drinking water began at this time. Animal control 
programs decreased the risk of rabies. Malaria, once 
a huge problem in America's South, was almost 

FEATURE: 

eliminated by programs to control mosquitoes. 
Vaccination programs, already the topic of one of 

these "Great Achievement" articles, led to control or 
elimination of many once.common infections. Diph
theria, tetanus, polio and smallpox have are virtually 
gone. Measles is close. These vaccination programs 
have worked! 

Antibiotics were discovered. First came sulfa 
drugs in I 937, and then penicillin in the I 940's. 
Many bacterial infections are now controlled
strep infections, gonorrhea and syphilis for ex
ample. Newer medicines have been developed 
which have activity against viruses such as herpes 
or HIV, funguses such as candida and ringworm. 
and parasites such as malaria. But resistance to 
many of these medications has developed, so we 
cannot rely on these "miracle drugs" to do all of 
the work. 

New technologies have also played a key role. 
Blood tests can detect infections elsewhere in the 
body, and new genetic or DNA tests have identified 
diseases that were previously unknown. 

But there is still a long way to go. Challenges for 
the 21st century will be looking for ways to deal with 
the increase in antibiotic resistance and find better 
ways to prevent diseases in the first place. 

And on a world stage, these efforts need to spread 
out from the developed nations to include even the 
poorest countries of the world. Infections are no 
respector of nationality, as the massive influenza and 
HIV pandemics have shown. A healthier world will 
be a better place for all of us. 

The Amish: Insulated from Y2K 

BIRD-IN-HAND,Pa. (AP)-Omar Stoltzfus lives 
in 1999 as if it were 1899. He has gas lamps at home 
and in his crafts shop in Pennsylvania's Lancaster 
County. 

He uses gas heat and has an air compressor to 
pump water into his store. He has a car battery 
hooked up to his cash register. Stoltzfus is not 
being overly cautious about Y2K-related prob
lems. 

He is Amish, and his isolation from the world is 
a religious preference. If that also insulates him from 
any computer problems that could happen Jan. 1 -
well, that's fine with him. "l don't think planes are 
going to fall out of the sky or anything. But it won't 
really affect me much anyway:· Stoltzfus said. 

The nation's 175,000 Amish are among the most 
protected from Y2K, the glitch that could lead com
puters to fail because they think it is the year 1900 
instead of 2000. 

Some fear it could cripple public services, bank 
machines and the nation's transportation network. 
But most of that doesn't apply to the Amish. 

Situated in 22 states, Canada and South America, 
the Amish don't drive cars, own telephones or use 
public utilities. 

About half of Amish families are farmers, so they 
grow or raise much of what they eat and often have 
large storage cellars. 

"We have what we need. Don't need more," said 
Mamie Stoltsfus, who is not related to Omar Stoltzfus. 

Mrs. Stoltsfus tends a vegetable garden and raises 
chickens and horses. Her husband runs a dairy farm. 

Their gas tanks are refilled about twice yearly, and 
they have an air compressor to pump water from the 
well. "We don't know any other way," said her 
husband, Gideon Stoltsfus. Still, the Amish are not 
entirely independent. 

About half Pennsylvania's Amish work fornon
Amish businesses or operate their own small busi-

nesses, so a crisis that affects shipping or customers 
could affect them. as well. Thou ah Amish are forbid
den w own re/epllones or computers. many business
men have cell phones owned by someone else and 
can contract with an outside company to build them 
a Website. 

"There are certainly a number of ways in which 
they are more immune from possible Y2K complica
tions in terms of their immediate family life," said 
Amish expert Donald B. Kraybill of Messiah Col
lege. 

"On the other side, they are very much i nterfac
ing with the outside world in terms of the market
place." 

Many Amish families shop for basics such as 
flour, yeast and sugar at least once a month and 
more often for eggs, milk, vegetables or meat. 

Most Amish use banks and ATM cards and often 
have home and farm loans - though the Amish do not 
use plastic as much as other Americans. 

Mary Fisher, an Amish mother of six from Inter
course, has heard talk about the potential for a Y2K 
financial and electronic crisis. 

But she is not worried and does not plan to stock up 
on food, money or water. "I guess we live from day 
to day, hoping that God will sustain us. That's what 
we've al ways done," Mrs. Fisher said. 

Still, the Fishers are slightly more prepared for a 
breakdown of society than the average American 
family. 

They could survive for more than a month on food 
in their refrigerator and basement freezer - both 
powered by natural gas - and in a food cellar. 

Plus, they have milking cows in the barn. "We still 
have to go to the grocery store for regular food, 
though maybe not as often as some other people," 
Mrs. Fisher said. 

"But we could make do for more than a month. By 
then things ought to have calmed down." 

I 

! 
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ffigh Court rules on juvenile case 
By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

THE CNMI Supreme Court has 
upheld the ruling of the Superior 
Court on jurisdiction issue over a 
juvenile case. 

"The jurisdiction of the Supe
rior Court sitting as a juvenile 
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court over a delinquent child is 
determined by the age of the child 
at the time of the alleged offense 
or delinquency," said the justices 
in affirming the juvenile court's 
decision denying a motion to dis
miss for lack of jurisdiction filed 
defendant N.T.M. 

SAIPAN PHOTO LAB 

The "age at the time of the al
leged offense or delinquency" rule 
is based upon "the theory that 
juvenile delinquency arises from 
acts or conduct taking place at an 
age when the child is meant to be 
protected from the rigors of the 
criminal law ... (because) ... a de-
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linquent act does not ripen into a 
crime merely because of the lapse 
of time ... ," said the high tribunal's 
opinion penned by Associate Jus
tice Alexandro C. Castro and con
curred by Chief Justice Miguel S. 
Demapan and Justice Pro Tern 
Marty W. K. Taylor. 

Court records showed that on 
Nov. 28, 1997, 12 days before 
N.T.M.'s 18th birthday, the gov
ernment filed a complaint of de
linquency against him in the juve
nile court division of the Superior 
Court. 

The complaint alleged that that 
a day earlier, N.T.M., along with 
another person, committed acts 
which, if committed by an adult 
person, would constitute the 
crimes of armed robbery and auto 
theft. 

N. T.M. entered a not guilty plea 
and moved to dismiss the com
plaint on the grounds that the ju
venile court lost jurisdiction over 
him on Dec. 10, 1997, the day he 
turned 18. 

The juvenile court then entered 
a written order denying N.T.M's 
motion to dismiss. 

The court held that its jurisdic
tion was proper because N.T.M. 
was still under 18 years of age 
when the delinquency charges 
were filed. 

N.T.M. appealed to the high 
court. 

Relying on cases from various 
other U.S. jurisdictions, N.T.M., 
through counsel Reynaldo 0. 
Yana, argued that the juvenile 
court loses any jurisdiction taken 
when a person reaches an age that 

is no longer within the juvenile 
statute's grant of jurisdiction. 

Since in the Commonwealth a 
juvenile is defined as "a person 
under the age of 18," N. T.M. con
tended that proceedings which 
must be brought before the juve
nile court are only those that are 
against a person who has not at
tained the age of majority. -

N.T.M. urged the Supreme 
Court to hold that the juvenile 
court loses jurisdiction over a case 
where a person, who allegedly 
committed an offense and was 
charged while still under 18, 
ceases to be under 18 before the 
matter is adjudicated. 

The justices in their decision 
pointed out that an examination 
of the juvenile laws in the Com
monwealth reveals that the juve
nile court has "exclusive" origi
nal jurisdiction over all juvenile 
delinquency proceedings. 

"If, on the one hand, evidence 
exists that an offender, 16 years 
or older, requires that he/she be 
treated in all respects as an adult 
person because of his/her physi
cal and mental maturity, then the 
government must not only file a 
complaint of delinquency with the 
juvenile court but also a motion or 
petition to certify such person as 
an adult," the justices said. 

The juvenile court has the dis
cretion to either grant or deny 
such a request, they stressed, add
ing that once the juvenile court 
grants the motion, jurisdiction is 
then "transferred" to the adult 
criminal court. 

Continued on page 23 
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Variety News Staff 

IT IS a possibility - Presi
dent Bill Clinton may visit 
Tinian someday to meet a pen 
pal. 

In a letter to Vincent 
"Bennyboy" Cing of Grace 
Christian Academy on Tinian, 
the President said he would 
welcome the opportunity to 
visit the island. 

Cing, who is in eighth grade, 
had written a letter of invita
tion to Clinton. 

"Thanks so much for invit
ing me to visit you," Clinton 
said in his Dec. 6th reply, 
which included a photo of him
self and First Lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton. 

"I enjoy meeting people 
from all over the world, and I 
hope that someday I'll have 
the opportunity to meet you." 

Clinton said he wants to 
"he! p create a brighter future 
for the young people." 

He added, "If we work to
gether, we can change the 
world. We can clean up the 
environment, help those in 
need, and promo~e understand
ing among nations." 

This is the second time that 
the President has written to 
Cing. 

Last July, Cing also received 
a letter from Clinton regard
ing the Columbine High 
School tragedy in Colorado. 

In that letter, Clinton as
sured Cing that "everyone de
serves schools that are safe 
and secure." 

Clinton said he is working 
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with members of Congress, 
state and local leaders to find 
ways to prevent such incidents 
from ever happening again. 

Cing is the son of Sen. David 
M. Cing (D-Tinian). 

The senator, in an interview 
yesterday, joked that his "con
nections" with the White 
House has been "firmly estab
lished" through his son. 
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OF 
GAB 

Get the perfect 
gab gift this Christmas 

Ta~e 25% off all other cellular 
and paging units in stock 

and 25% off all accessories. 

Motorola StarlAC 3000U 

Motorola U3620 
The Choice is Clear. 

For more information, call 235-PAGE 
Hours: Mon-Sat 9am-6pm 

Hew ,ictiuations only. Security epos,t required. Penally far early cancellation. While supplies last. *$15 ,ictiuation fee applies 
18 mon1h conlracl required, ··m actiuation fee applies. 24 month contract required on H.imi plan or hiiher. 
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Gov't confident Fiji won't 
see major Y2K disruption 

surance companies and brokers, 
commercial banks,and the Reserve 
Bank are Y2K compliant. Finan
cial institutions have been compli
ant for some time now:' Thomson 
said. 

SUVA, Fiji (AP) - A govern
ment Y2K task force is confident 
Fiji will have little or no trouble 
with computer systems from mid
night Dec. 31. The South Pacific's 
majorregional airlines also say they 
don't expect to be hit by millen
nium bug glitches. 

Fiji, a nation of 300 islands and 
800,000 people is 13 hours ahead 
of Greenwich Mean Time and will 
be one of the first nations to enter· 
2000. 

Task force chairman Winston 
Thomson, who heads the national 
telecommunications service, said 
Tuesday it had completed compli
ance in the sectors of energy and 
fuels, communications, finance, air 

1st Prize: 
2 Round Trip tickets to Bali on Cominental 
Airf;nes and 3-night stay al Bali Hyatt 

2nd Prize: 

and sea transport. 
Key government sectors includ

ing the tax, medical, customs, im
migrationandwatersupplydepart
ments also have been given the all 
clear. 

Y2K concerns are focused on 
older computers which recognize 
years in dates by the last two 
digits only. Experts fear that when 
the year changes from 1999 to 
2000 those computers may mal
function. 

The Fiji Electricity Authority has 
confirmed that it is Y2K compliant 
but also has contingency plans in 
place. 

"Financial institutions, includ
ing major lending institutions, in-

Separately, the Association of 
South Pacific Airlines, which rep
resents all the region's main carTi

·ers, says its members are compli
ant. 

ASPA's chairman, Richard 
Gates, chief executive of 
Polynesian Airlines of Samoa, said 
the association was satisfied with 
the Y2K safety of most of the 
region's airports because most 
make Ii ttle use of computer con
trolled equipment. 

Round Trip ticket to Hong Kong on Asiana airlines 
and 3-night stay at Hyatt Regency Hong Kong 

6th Prize: 
2-nlght stay at Hyatt.Regency 

Saipan's Presidential Suite 

7th Prize: 
3-night stay at Grand Hyatt 

Fukuaka, Japan 3rd Prize: 
Round Trip tickel ro Korea on Asiana Airlines and 
3-niglit slay al Grand Hyatt Seoul 

4th Prize: 
Round Trip ticket to Japan on Jap,,n Airlines and 
3-night stay at f-lyatt Regency Osaka 

5th Prize: 
2 Round Trip tickets to Guam on Continental Afriincs 
and 3-nighl std)' at Hyatt Regency Guam 

Hyatt Regency Saipan Presents 

HYATI INTERNATIONAL 
CHARITY EVENT: 

11Children of the World 
Charity Sweepstakes11 

l1ck~15 111,<1· be p11rchJ>eLl .:i1 all Hr;111 re!.:JurJnt>. 
DJ'~ Cu·:wr .me frunt D,.-sk. Al>u .w.1t!.1bl~ 
. 11 tile Cl![ '.',,li1nt1."!.·rs C,i: Shop 

8th Prize: 
3-nighl stay JI Nyatt Regency Cheju, Korea 

9th Prize: 
3-night stay at Hyatt Regency Puxin, Korea 

10th Prize: 
3-night stay at H)'iltt Regency Manila, Philippines 

And more ... 

$10 EACH 
BOOKlfTS OF 6 FOR JUST SS0.00 

The t-iyatt Regency Saipan, in accordance 
wi1h Hyatt International Ho!ds, is raising $2 million 

lo build the Children's Village (or orphaned, 
underprivileged and sick children of th(! world. 

[very child deserves a chance, as 1hc children 
of lmfay will Lccornc the leaders of tomorrow. 

With every purchase of a sweepstakes ticker, 

you will help J child reach their potential. 
Help build the Children's Village wilh a purr:ht1S(' 

of a l1ckl't !od.iy . 

FOR THE CHJLfJR. 
EN Op if-/[ v]lo 

Nl D.,,, 

All r1rocecds 10 lx·nefit H!H Chilt!ien's Vil Inge for orph;,,ncd, umforpri-.,ileg.ed Jnd sick children of the world, and llR· CHC Voluntcets' Association. 

-11,~~ G) JAL ~,::',,. ·''1··•' .i.·,i.•.i., .. , ,.,, ConAltlnrellnntal •• - • .«!I ccH VA 
l~A--v.>a ...... ~.·--···- Wff PIDITIIG 

1a - ... , 11- ••• ; •. ~ ~ 

DRAWl~G JANUARY 1, 2000 . 
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SOUTH PACIFIC 

Ban could affect 
regional economies 
HONIARA (Pacnews) -Ase
nior economist in the Solomon 
Islands has warned that the recent 
announcement by some US-based 
banking operations that they will 
no longer deal with US. dollar · 
transactions to or from Nauru, 
Palau and Vanuatu, could impact 
negatively on other Pacific Island 
economies. 

Deputy Governor of the 
Solomon Islands Central Bank. 
Denton R~awa said the impact 
of the ban could be -serious be
cause the main currency of pay
ments and receipts for Pacific Is
land countries is the US dollar. 

An Agence France-Presse 
(AFP) news repo1t last week said 

· the Deutsche Bank and Bankers 
Trust, which operates an interna
tional money transfer system used 
by about 300 banks, had banned 
payments denominated in US dol
lars from the three Pacific coun
tries because of their alleged in
volvement in money laundering 
activities. 

According to Rarawa, while 
money laundering is a problem 
for Jaw enforcement agencies, 
the Solomon Islands financial 
system is not attractive for ille
gal funds. 

King is Tongan of the Century 
tives of the media. NUKU'ALOFA (Pacnews) -

Tonga'sKingTaufa'ahau Tupou 
IV has been named the "Tongan 
of the Century" by the Tonga 
Media Association. 

The award was presented to the 
81-year-old King at the royal pal
ace in Nuku'alofa by representa-

Announcing the award, 
Christopher Racine, Manager 
of television station OBN TV 
7, said the trophy is a symbol 
of King Tau fa' ahau 's tremen
dous love and affection for 
the people. 

· Open unti_l 4:00 a.m. 
Let's dance and jive into 2000 

on Dec. 31, 1999 · 

.e~, !Vkjld 
every Friday and even on 

New Year's Eve at 
$5.00 entrance fee with 2 drinks of your 

choice and many give aways. 

Jll/~'4AJ~ 
every Saturday and on 

New Year's Day too with a 

$5.00 Entrance Fee with 2 drinks of your choice 

(After 12:45 a.m.) 

Not applicable on New Year's Eve!!! 
Entrance Fee is reduced to 

$3.00 dollars per person I 

Every night with 2 beers or soft drinks 

or glasses of wine. ! 

! 
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High court reverses ruling vs minister 
By Giff Johnson 
For the Variety 

MAJURO - Marshall Islands 
High Court Judge H. Dee 
Johnson yesterday reversed a 

default judgment issued earlier 
this month against government 
Health Minister Tom Kijiner, 
ordering the matter to a hearing 
early next year. 

Businessman wary over 
influx of garment firms 

The unprecedented legal case 
involves a suit brought by local 
attorney Dennis Reeder which 
alleges that Kijiner's diversion 
to Likiep Atoll of a scheduled 
Air Marshall Islands flight for 
Jaluit Atoll last July stranded 
passengers on Jaluit, one of 
whom was Reeder's son. As a 
result, his son then missed a 
Continental flight to Hawaii, 
resulting in more than $1,000 in 
travel and telephone expenses, 
the suit says. 

not respond within the alloted 
35 days (by Nov. 1), Reeder 
asked the court to issue a de
fault judgment against the min
ister. On Nov. 18 Judge Johnson 
issued the order, directing 
Kijinerto pay Reeder $1,019.36 
- his actual stated expenses -
and punitive damages three 
times that amount, bringing the 
total award to $4,077.44. 

By Eileen 0. Tabaranza 
For the Variety 

KOROR (Palau Horizon) 
Opening up the local market to 
more than one garment factory may 
signal that Palau would become an 
exploiter of workers, along with 
other island nations which have a 
bloated garment industry. 

Long-time businessman Santy 
Asanuma raised this issue know
ing that a lot of garment manufac
turers have been lured to put up 
factories on the island because of 
the unrestricted export quota re
quirements to the United States. 

"Iamonethatisnotconvincedthat 
these garment factories are benefi
cial at all. As a matteroffact, I think 
they are big burden to our infrastruc
ture, environment and have caused 
implications on the social image of 
Palau," Asanuma said. 

Asanuma explained that gar
ment factories and workers em
ployed by these companies "have 
zero contribution to the social fi
ber of Palau:· 

This year, at least three gar
ment manufacturers have filed an 
application at the Foreign Invest
ment Board, of which only Pa
cific Garment was given the green 
light to proceed with its $2-mil
lion garment factory. 

Pacific Garment, which is 
owned by garment magnate Vic
tor Yuen Tak Fong, is the second 
garment factory to be put up on 
Palau, along with Orientex Palau, 
Inc which is operating forever six 
years now. 

Asanuma further pointed out 
that fonhcoming garment facto
ries are not socially and economi
cally balance. 

He reasoned out that garment 
manufacturers have not really seen 
or find ways that these laborers 
employed by garment factories 
can enrich and interact with the 
Palauan culture. 

By way of their business prac
tices. Asanuma said these people 
are ""almost held hostage in Palau 
in their factory facilities." 

"You see them walking on the 
streets. However, they are not 
part of this community. In human 
terms, these factory workers have 
become somewhat the ghost mem
bers of the society," he said. 

Although theirnumbers reached 
hundreds, the businessman said 
these garment factory workers are 
"somewhat regarded as less hu
man beings." 

"I'm afraid that Palauans do 
not necessarily think of them that 
way, but the set up is making 
other human beings look maybe 
less valuable and I guess this is 
detrimental to the Palauan cul
tural conceptions of people in 
general," he added. 

"So, what we're doing now is 
really totally against our culture 

nature as hospitable people and I 
guess these garment factories re
ally make Palau look like exploiter 
of human resources in general," 
he said. 

Asanuma said that it has been a 
problem in Palau which the Phil
ippine government had questioned 
in the past for labor malpractices. 
"These people (garment factory 
workers) are not paid human. We 
know that these people are get
ting paid almost no money at all," 
Asanuma stressed. 

"I guess this sort of set up with 
the garment factories really adds 
up to the image of Palau as an 
exploiter," he reiterated. 

During the same week as the 
alleged diversion of the Jaluit 
flight, Kijiner led a protest at 
Likiep, preventing an AMI 
flight from landing because 
Kijiner was angered that the 
flight was going to accommo
date only a few of the Likiep 
passengers waiting to depart. 
The runway protest was the sub
ject of a front page story in the 
Marshall Islands Journal. 

The case involving the diver
sion of the Jaluit flight was filed 
on Sept. 16. When Kijiner did 

6T .. 

A hearing was then scheduled 
for Dec. 6 to review a '·writ of 
execution" - the court's order to 
insure collection in the claim. 
On Dec. 6Judge Johnson issued 
an order to Police Commissioner 
George Lanwi authorizing him 
to collect Kijiner's pay checks 
or parliament sitting fee checks 
to pay the debt to attorney 
Reeder. 

But on Dec. 15, Kijiner's at
torney, Cabinet and Presiden
tial advisor David Lowe, ap
pealed to the judge to reverse 
the default judgment. He argued 
that in light of the fact that there 
was no statutory authority or 

U o invite the new millennium with a big .:5ur.p·rise,.,Jo~ten;and_: · 
its major suppliers of baby products would like to recognize the 

first born baby on the year 2000 by giving over 
$2,000 worth of baby products. 

~ "-..:l,,-.--, 

'. .. ~ ..... 
-: . I 

previous court ruling cited as 
evidence in Reeder's claim, the 
case should be heard on its mer
its so it can be tested on appeal 
by either party. 

Since there hadn't been any 
cases like this one previously, 
it shouldn't be decided by de
fault judgment even though 
Kijiner had failed to appear 
for the hearing to plead his 
case, said Lowe. who also 
chairs the government's Judi
cial Service Commission, 
which recommends judges for 
appointment. 

Johnson ruled that there were 
procedural errors in his default 
judgment - for example, he 
noted that there was no docu
ment in the court file proving 
that Kijiner had, in fact, received 
notice of the Dec. 6 hearing -
and so reversed the decision. 
ordering the matter to a hearing. 
The two lawyers are to consult 
and propose a mutually agree
able date early next year for a 
hearing. 

,·~· ... ' ' 
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. ' . 

MICRONESIAN 
BROKERS 

DICKERSON 
~ 

QUINN.LTD 



12-MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-THURSDAY- DECEMBER 30, 1999 PHILIPPINES 

Ships grounded after ferry tragedy 

Philippine Coast Guard crewmen retrieve floating bodies of passengers of the inter-island ship, the MV Asia 
South Korea, off the waters of Bantayan Island in central Philippines. The retrieved victims bring to 44 the 
fatalities of the sunken ship following the accident last Dec. 23, 1999. About 694 passengers were rescued. 

Are 

You 

Compatible 

With 

Y2K? 

' 
! 

$2000 cash 
for Y2K party 

Find out at Gilligan's 
Entertainment Center 

the Venue of 
the most happening 

New Year Countdown 
on Saipan. 

Dress Code? 
Y2K compliant. 

From 9:30pm 

No ID.,No Entry. 

j . .', 

AP 

CEBU, Philippines (AP)-Phil
ippine officials on Tuesday or
dered the indefinite grounding of 
all passenger ships of the operator 
of a ferry that sank last week off a 
central province, killing at least 
46 people. 

The Maritime Industry Author
ity, or Marina, said all the passen
ger ships of Trans-Asia Shipping 
Corp., one of the largest domestic 
shipping firms in the central Phil
ippines, would be checked for 
their seaworthiness. 

The company owned the 2,840-
tonJapanese-built MV Asia South 
Korea which sank early Thursday 
off Sagay City on central Negros 
Island killing at least 46 people. 
Military officials said 699 people 
aboard the feny have been res
cued and a search is continuing 
for other possible survivors. 

Aside from the safety checks 
on about a dozen ferries of the 
company, Marina official Eleni ta 
Delgado said they would ques
tion officers and crew of the 
sunken ferry over allegations that 
the vessel was overloaded with 
passengers. 

Trans-Asia Shipping Corp. said 
the ferry was carrying 606 pas
sengers and 64 crew, making the 
total number aboard 670. 

Officials, however, said the 
numberof survivors and fatalities 
indicated the ferry carried far more 

than its 614-passenger maximum 
load. 

Regional Coast Guard chief 
Commodore Herby Escutin said 
several passe,ngers said they were 
hidden in crewmen's quarters, 
apparently to evade Coast Guard 
inspectors before the ferry sailed. 

He said the Coast Guard would 
file charges of criminal negligence 
resulting in multiple deaths 
against the ferry's crewmen and 
officers if an investigation shows 
they deliberately violated regula
tions. 

Escutin said the ferry appar
ently strayed from the normal 
route and struck a reef, which was 
marked in navigational maps. He 
said navy divers who found the 
ferry's wreckage found a large 
hole in its hull, indicating it sailed 
into shallow waters and hit a reef. 

The boat left Cebu City late 
Wednesday for a 300-kilometer 
(187-mile) journey to Iloilo City 
and sank near Bantayan island, 
about 480 kilometers (298 miles) 
southeast of Manila. 

Ferries are the main form of 
transportation among the Philip
pines' more than 7,000 islands, 
but overcrowding and accidents 
are common. In the world's worst 
peacetime shipping disaster, the 
Dona Paz ferry collided with a 
tanker on Dec. 20, I 987, killing 
4,341. 

Estrada OKs execution ·of.man 
convicted for raping daughter 
MAN1LA, Philippines{AP) - PresidentJoseph Estrada h1s 
approved the executionof aman convicted ofrnping his daughter 
more than 100 times, an official said Tuesday. .. . . .... ·. . .... 

Presidential executive . secretary . Renaldo· Zamora said .. Alex . 
Bartolome would be put to death by lethal injection 911 Jan. A, the 
first execution next year and the seventh in the Philippines since the 
death penalty was reimposed in 1994. 

Bartolome was convicted of committing the rapes .from 1993 to 
1995. The daughter kept her ordeal to herself because her father had 
threatened to kill her. . . 

TI1e victim disclosed the rap~s in 1995 to her mothe:r, who helped 
her file a case against her father, court officials said. 

A presidential committee which reviewed the case for possible 
clemency found out that B.utolome admitted the crime dudng trial 
buf did not show remorse for it, said Zamora, who heads the 
committee. . 

Zamora said they were disheartened by Bartolome 's attempts to 
make it appear that the victim has forgiven him and is seeking a 
commutation of his death sentence. 

The committee recommended Bartolome 's execution to proceed 
and Estrada approved it, Zamora said. 

The Philippines abolished capital punishment in 1987 but rein
stated it in 1994 in response to widespread crime. 

Estrada has said he wants the executions to serve as a warning to 
would-be criminals, especially rapists and drug-traffickers. 

He has been criticized for recently commuting the death sen
tences of a woman convicted of dmg-trafficking and three men 
convicted ofraping and killing a schoolteacher. 

Of the six men executed this year, three were convicted of rape 
and the other three were members of a gang who allegedly shot and 
killed a policeman in a robbery. 

Many Fili pi nos, exasperated by widespread crime, back the death 
penalty. 

Others, including Catholic bishops, say there is no evidence that• 
it deters crime and say flaws in the country's judicial system could 
result in innocent people being executed. 

There is No ~ \~ 
Hope in Dope = ~~ 
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Palau2000 

Dim economic 
prospects seen 

By Eileen 0. Tabaranza 
For the Variety 

KOROR (Palau Horizon) -
A local business group has pre
dicted a gloomy economic out
look in the first year of the mil
lennium, as economic indica
tors point to the same direction 
- stagnant business activities. 

"I should be optimistic look
ing into the new millennium, 
but if the economy I believe 
would be, is a continuum, there 
is no indication to see a brighter 
first year in the millennium at 
least at present," Palau Busi
ness Association President 
Santy Asanuma said. 

Asanuma said he would still 
hold to his 1998 projections and 
assessment on the performance 
of the local economy which 
paint bleak prospects and de
pressed business activities, re
spectively. 

"I've told that once that the 
economy from what I have 
learned from the experts that it 
would take at least three years 
to re-emerge from any notice
able decline or disturbance in 
the economy." Asanuma told the 
Horizon. 

Though he said he is not in 
authority to say when the 
economy would re-emerge, he 
said that economies of Japan, 
Taiwan and Korea, which are in 
the recovery stage, have a direct 
impact to the emergence of 
Palau economy. 

.. We are still in the sales re
duction and it's still declining 
as I understand it. Without hav
ing to look into the government 
books, it's no secret that the 
government is not garnering 
enough revenues, especially to 
meet the next fiscal year bud
get.'' he said. 

Asanuma pointed out that it is 
scary to start the new millen
nium with a ·'well almost run
ning dry." 

He has likened the 1999 
Palau's ov·erall economic per
formance to the Christmas 

lights, which he said are "very 
sparse." 

"Christmas lights are much 
less than last year, which means 

· the business community is not 
in the mood of celebrating be
cause they have been hard hit in 
the purse. Let's just say the word 
for it is sparse. Does the busi
ness community need to say 
more about the economy? I 
don't think so," Asanuma said. 

Christmas lights at big shop
ping and department stores like 
Surangels Department Store and 
Shopping Center, Ben Franklin 
and Asanuma Store have much 
less this year than the previous 
years, he said. 

"I am confident to say that a 
lot of benefits and bonuses that 
were part of the holiday season 
that the companies usually give 
out to their employees will not 
be given this year. I would not 
be surprised that employers 
across the land would be more 
conservative this year," he 
pointed out. 

The stinginess nature of a 
businessman is so much more 
in place this year because the 
economy has eluded him so he 
is more protective of his purse 
in giving this year, he added. 

He commented that Palau's 
leaders have been somewhat 
overly optimistic, but the actual 
domestic activities have not re
ally rose to the level where one 
can say that the economy has 
moved out of a crisis state. 

"One of the problems is that the 
government had painted an unre
alistically generous and robust 
economy for Palau," he said. 

Asanuma also pointed out that 
the leadership knowing that the 
Compact of Free Association 
(COFA) would soon be gone 
are in a ··reactionary spree just 
to get any investment like crime
related investments (offshore in
vestment)." 

''This is an act of a desperate 
man taking desperate mea
sures," he pointed out. 

CNMI Lotte:ry's Super 
Draw has $13.3M jackpot 
THE CNMI Lottery yesterday 
announced that its jackpot for its 
Superdraw tomorrow, Dec. 31, 
is $13.3 million. 

The total prize pool is over 
$23 million dollars. 

It will be the last super draw 
for this century, CNMI Lottery 
said in a press release. 

Normally, super draws are 
held Saturdays but due to the 
New Millennium which starts at 
midnight Friday, the super draw 
was moved forward one day to 
avoid any possible problems 
with Y2K computers glitches. 

Due to the changes in the draw 
date, CNMI Lottery has also 
changed its hours of operation 

this week to accommodate ev
eryone who would like to pur
chase tickets for tomorrow 
night's super draw. 

Tickets can be purchased for 
50 cents each inside the J oeten 
Department Store in Susu pe dur
ing the following hours: 

•Thursday Dec. 30, 1999 -
10:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

•Friday Dec. 31, 1999 --
10:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 

The actual drawing will take 
place on Friday Dec. 31, 1999 at 
8:40 p.m. in Melbourne, Aus
tralia and results will available 
by 9:30p.m. 

Remember, "You gotta be in 
it, to win it." 

-------- --------- -------
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ON SPECIAL 
ALL NIGHT 

Friday, December 31 

I ~I 
Prize Pool 

~3 
Total 

* 

$ I 3 MILLION. 
I st Division Prize 
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Third Street in Garapan 

\ 
THURSDAY DECEMBER 30, FROM 6PM TO 10PM 

/ 

(TAKE HOME FRUITS & VEGETABLES) 

(SHOP FOR ARTS AND CRAFTS GIFTS) 

For more information, contact Martin Duenas at MVA, 664-3200 or Rhoda Smith at 233-5650. 
Artists and entertainers should contact Rob Hunter at the Arts Council 322-9982. 

ASIA 

Two die after 
taking Viagra 
KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia 
(AP) - Two Malaysians have 
died after taking the country's 
top-selling drug, Viagra, without 
a prescription, a senior health of
fie ial said Tuesday. 

Since the anti-impotence pill 
was launched here in April, Health 
Minister Chua Jui Meng said his 
ministry had received 20 reports 
of people who have suffered from 
side effects. 

"It is timely to remind the Ma
laysian public again that taking 
Viagra without a doctor's pre
scription can be fatal," he was 
reported as saying by the national 
news agency Bernama. 

Chua also urged doctors to 
monitor their patients and to file 
reports to the health ministry 
whenever the drug is prescribed. 
He cited the case of a 30-year
man who had difficulty breathing 
and died after he took two Viagra 
pills. 

The other death came from a 
60-yearman who suffered a heart 
attack after taking the drug, Chua 
said. He did not specify when the 
deaths occurred. 

More than 38,000 Viagra pills, 
manufactured by U.S. drugmanu
facrurer Pfizer Inc., have been 
prescribed to Malaysians since it 
was registered for sale here. 

A staff of Bank Negara holds up the 999.9 solid millennium commemo
rative gold coin launched by Malaysia's Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohamad in Kuala Lumpur. The coin, designed and produced by 
Mariwasa handicraft jewelry compnay, will be minted for a limited run 
of only 10,000 specimens and will retail at Rt.,12,000 (US$526.30) at 
selected banks or diree,tly from the company. AP 

9 die in Thai cold spell 
BANGKOK, Thailand(AP)
Nine people have died during 
normally sweltering Thailand's 
coldest spell of weather in more 
than SO years, the Public Welfare 
Department reported Tuesday. 

Prasit Hansarikit, chief of the 
department, said that most of the 
victims died because they lacked 
blankets or warm shelter during 
the cold snap, which has lasted 
two weeks and driven tempera
tures below O degrees (32 Fahr-

enheit) in northern areas. 
Provincial authorities have 

asked for more than I million 
blankets and jackets to be distrib
uted to the poor in affected areas. 
So far, about 400,000 blankets 
have been distributed. 

The cold is being blamed on icy 
winds from China, north of Thai
land. It has had less effect on the 
country's southern beach regions, 
which are packed at this time of 
year with foreign holidaymakers. 

SingapOfe telecom eyes Taiwan license 
SINGAPORE (AP) 
Singapore Telecommunications 
and the Far East GroupofTaiwan 
have fonned a consortium to ap
ply for a fixed-line license in 
Taiwan, Singapore Telecom said 
Tuesday. 

Consortium partners also in
clude Cathay Life Insurance Co.; 
China Development Industrial 
Bank; President Enterprise Corp.; 

the Koo Group; the Aurora group; 
the China Television Co.; and 
Systex Corp., a Singapore 
Telecom statement said. 

TI1e consortium will offer in
ternational and domestic long dis
tance services, as well as local 
voice, data, and leased line ser
v iccs including Internet and 
broadband applications, SingTel 
said. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 30, 1999 -MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-15. 

.LAND 
P.O. Box 500091 

Saipan, MP 96950 
Tel: 322-6031 

322-6032 
Fax: 322-9408 

To Tanapag +- Highway 
I Salpan Ice/ 

water 
Old PSS 
Building 

D 
BDlnat 

Micronesian 
Brokeis 

~POI 

/»'~ 

New Year's tve 
Millennium Celebration 

atthe i ,-._ 
PACIFIC I.. f • 

ISLANDS 
CLUB 

SAJPAN 
Friday 
December 31 
7pm - Closing 

LIVE music by =,CillLDf?~ 
& the Buoy Bar's own 

new 
Image 

P.I.C. Magellan Room• $30 
• Full-course dinner 

• Party favors 
• Games & prizes 

• Champagne toast 
at midnight 

@ 
Shell 

~Audget® 
Car R:entai 

GUAM • SAIPAN • ROTA • TINIAN • PALAU 



ASIA 
16-MARfANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VlEWliiS~-T[!HgU,!!:R~S'.!:!D~A:..!Y.:..-~DE!;!C!::!E~M~B~E~R~3~0!.,_, .!.,19~9?!_9 __________________________ _ 

Vietnrun poverty rate dips 
HANOI, Vietnam (AP) -
More than 410,000 Vietnam
ese households edged above 
the poverty line in 1999, 
marking the country's steady 
progress in poverty reduction, 
a government official said 
Tuesday. 

Overall, 2.1 million house
holds, or 13.2 percent, of a 
total 15.9 million households 
in Vietnam live in poverty, 
said Nguyen Hai Huu, an of
ficial at the Ministry of La
bor. War Invalids and Social 

Affairs. The figure represents 
a drop of about 2 percent from 
1998. 

Huu said Vietnam defines 
poverty as having a monthly 
income of 55,000 dong($ 4) 
or less for people living in 
mountainous areas, 70,000 
dong ($ 5) or Jess for rural 
areas and 90,000 dong ($ 
6.4) or less for city dwell
ers. 

About 80 percent of 
Vietnam's 76 million popula
tion live in rural areas. 

In a recent report, the World 
Bank praised Vietnam for its 
remarkable progress in pov
erty reduction. 

According to the interna
tional agency's criteria-dif
ferent from Hanoi's - Viet
nam had reduced the number 
of people living in poverty by 
one-fifth in six years - from 
58 percent in 1993 to 3 7 per
cent this year. 

The World Bank sets the 
poverty line at a monthly in
come of 100,000 dong($ 7.2) 

Irish tourists have a wave crash onto them while enjoying the water on Christmas day at Sydney, Australia's, 
Bondi Beach. Thousands of tourists from all over join locals on Sydney's famous beach to party on a balmy 
25C (77F) day. AP 

Outback partygoers to celebrate 
New Year three times in an hour 
SYDNEY, Australia (AP) -
Party, party, party i Those who 
want to make the most of mil
lennium revelries might want 
to try Cameron's Corner, a re
mote Australian Outback town 
that straddles three time zones. 

The tiny village will witness 
- and celebrate - the start of 
the new millennium three times 
in the space of just one hour. 

The town's population -
usually four - is expected to 
swell to around 1,000 on Dec. 
31 as revelers seeking a mil
lennium party venue with a 
difference head to the only 
spot in Australia where three 
states - Queensland, New 
South Wales and South Aus
tralia - and three different 
time zones meet. 

"We've had people ringing 
us from Adelaide, Sydney, 

Brisbane, Newcastle, 
Canberra. Broken Hill, 
Mil<lura -from everywhere," 
local bar owner Lindy Will
iams said Tuesday. 

"It's just because of the mil
lennium, everyone started 
ringing up saying this is where 
they wanted to celebrate the 
changing of the century. We 
thought we better organize 
something." 

The celebrations will begin 
in New South Wales, where 
party goers will toast the New 
Year at midnight (1300 GMT). 

Half an hour later, they will 
walk a few meter (yards) to 
South Australia, which is 30 
minutes behind New South 
Wales, to repeat the process. 

After another 30 minutes 
they will walk - or possibly 
stagger - into Queensland, 

which is a further half hour 
behind New South Wales. 

Cameron's Corner is about 
1,200 kilometers (740 miles) 
northwest of Sydney. 

Williams said the huge in
terest has taken her by sur
prise, with transportable bars 
and toilets having to be 
brought in to cope with the 
crowd. Three sets of fireworks 
have been bought for the suc
cessive celebrations. 

Pride of place will be a seat 
on the post that marks the in
tersection of the three borders, 
which will be auctioned to 
raise money for Australia's 
Royal Flying Doctor Service. 

"I didn't expect it, I didn't 
think anyone would want to 
come out here, but we decided 
to give everyone a good time," 
Williams said. 

per person. 
Huu said the government 

has set the difficult target 
of reducing the number of 
households living in pov
erty to I 0-11 percent next 
year. 

Two bouts of major flood
ing in November and Decem
ber, the worst to hit central 
Vietnam in a century, have 
created tens of thousands of 
newly-poor families. Flood
waters caused $ 288 million 
in damage to the eight central 

provinces, home to 7.5 mil
lion people. 

The official Vietnam News 
reported Tuesday that 15 tril
lion dong ($ 1.07 billion) has 
been used over the past eight 
years on the national hunger 
eradication and poverty alle
viation program. 

The money was spent on in
vestment projects to help poor 
families increase their in
comes, preferential loans and 
investment for infrastructure 
projects. 

A fish farmer holds an artificially-bred giant grouper, more than twice 
the size of the regular groupers, displayed at a fishery in Taitung, 
southeast of Taipei. The fish's delicate meat and medicinal properties 
draw prices from NT$ 800 - NT$1,000 (US$25 to US$31) at markets in 
Hong Kong, Japan and Singapore. AP 
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Defense official: 

China builds missile base, 
but no threat to Taiwan 

TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) -
China is building a missile 
base near its coast facing Tai
wan, but the short-range mis
siles to be deployed are in
tended to protect a nearby air 
base and will pose no threat to 
the island, an official said 
Tuesday. 

The base being built near 
Zhangzhou air base in the 
southern Fujian province is 
expected to deploy Russian
made S-30 and China-made 
missiles with a range of be
tween 30 to 90 kilometers (18 
to 54 miles), Defense Minis
try spokesman Kung Fan-ting 
told reporters. 

Taiwan is about 180 kilo-

meters ( I IO miles) to the west, 
well out of range of those mis
siles. 

Intelligence obtained by 
Taiwan indicates the missile 
base is designed to protect the 
air base, where advanced war
planes are stationed, Kung 
said. 

Taiwan sees Chinese ballis
tic missiles and submarines as 
posing the biggest military 
threat to the island. 

In an interview with the 
United Daily News published 
Tuesday, Defense Minister 
Tang Fei was quoted as say
ing China's efforts to mod
ernize its weapons system will 
be hampered by its substan-

dard troops. 
Taiwan could best beef up 

its defenses by training troops 
to master its newly acquired 
warplanes and navy vessels 
instead of buying more weap
ons, Tang was quoted as say
ing. 

Military officials also said 
Taiwan will inaugurate an ad
vanced communications net
work this week to integrate its 
air, army and naval war com
mand centers. 

Taiwan and China divided 
amid civil war in 1949. 
Beijing insists on eventual 
reunification and has threat
ened to use force if neces
sary. 

Chinese armed police stand a.I at!en~ion <!S they tra~n in_ Beiji~g. Hav!ng absorbed Macau on Monday and 
HOl]fl Kon~ two years a~o, Chma is ~1gnalmg a growing 1mpat1ence with Taiwan, the last major territory that 
Beijing claims but remams beyond ,ts control. AP 

Airline insures its 
New Year flights· · 

SHANGHAI, China (AP) -
China Eastern Airlines said 
Tuesday it has taken out in- · 
surance against :Y2K mishaps 
for flights on New Year's Eve 
and New Year's Day. 

China has said its airlines 
arc free of Year 2000, or Y2K, 
computer problems. They 
could result from software that 
reads only two digits of a year 
and is confused by the year 
"00." 

The 230 million yuan (dlrs 
28 million) insurance policy 
will cover two flights between 
Shanghai and Beijing on Dec. 
31 and Jan. I, Shanghai-based 
China Eastern said. 

To reassure passengers, air
line president Li Zhongming 
is to be at the controls of a 
jetliner leaving Shanghai at 
11 p.m. on Friday for the 90-
minute flight to Beijing. 

The same plane is to leave 
Beijing at 7 a.m. on Jan. I for 
the return flight. 

HK immigration officials bare 
new rules for lost passports 

HONG KONG (AP) - After 
nine mainland Chinese were 
discovered using altered Hong 
Kong passports in foreign air
ports, immigration officials 
said Tuesday they plan mea
sures to discourage people 
from selling their travel docu
ments. 

Of the more than I million 
passports issued to Hong 
Kong citizens, about 1,370 
were reported lost since July 
1997, the month the terri
tory returned from B ri ti sh 
to Chinese sovereignty, said 
Alvin Tam, spokesman for 
the Immigration Depart
ment. 

Five people have reported 
their passports missing more 
than once, newspapers re
ported. 

Although authorities have 
no evidence that those people 
had been selling passports and 
then getting new ones, offi
cials have decided to impose 

tighter rules to deter any such 
activity, Chief Immigration 
Officer Choy Tak-po was 
quoted as telling the Hong 
Kong Standard and Sing Tao 
Daily. 

Planned changes include is
suing replacement passports 
that are valid only for one year 
and possibly upgrading the 
printing technology, the re
ports said. 

Nine mainland Chinese were 
discovered using Hong Kong 
passports that had been altered 
with bogus personal informa
tion and photographs, Tam 
said. 

Tam could not say where 
the Chinese were discovered 
using the doctored Hong Kong 
passports or confirm other 
details of the newspaper re
ports. Many countries waive 
visa requirements for Hong 
Kong passport holders but re
quire visas for mainland Chi
nese. 
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Clinton to play dual 
roles for New Year's 

WASHINGTON (AP) - On 
New Year's Eve, President 
Clinton will perform two roles: 
genial national host and global 
Y2K worrier. 

He is to address the nation at 
midnight and then dance into the 
early morning-unless he is sum
moned to deal with computers 
gone awry and their conse
quences for a nervous world. 
Granted, Clinton will probab1y 
be having a better time than most 
working stiffs who have to be on 
duty that night. 

After all, he is presiding over a 
huge outdoor millennium cel
ebration at the Lincoln Memo
rial and a couple of black-tie 
parties in his home. 

But Clinton also is expected to 
be on hand for high-level deci
sions about whatever Y2K prob
lems flare up in the United States 
or around the world. And that 
means Clinton might have his 
partying cut short by an aide 
tugging his tuxedo sleeve in mid
waltz. 

"We'll keep him informed," 
said deputy White House chief 
of staff Maria Echaveste. "And 
we certainly hope there will be 
very little to report." The heavy 
informing on computer rollover 
night goes to Vice President Al 
Gore. 

Clinton's Y2K adviser, John 
Koskinen, intends to brief Gore, 
not Clinton, as developments 
unfold. "If anything important 
happens, obviously, we'll talk 
with the president as well," 
Koskinen said. 

"But atthis point, we've agreed 

Bill Clinton 

that my personal reports will be to 
the vice president over that week
end." Clinton, in fact, has drawn 
some Republican criticism that 
he is being too laid back about the 
Y2K problem. 

The GOP chairmen of the 
House and Senate committees that 
have kept track of the 
government's efforts have ac
cused Clinton of not pushing hard 
or fast enough to prevent crises. 

The president mentioned the 
problem deep into his State of the 
Union address last January, so 
deep that "I'm not sure anybody 
was listening," said Sen. Robert 
Bennett, R-Utah. The Y2K bug is 
a glitch in older computer sys
tems that read only two digits for 
the year portion of dates. 

That means the computers, if 
not fixed, could do some time 
traveling of their own and revert 
back to 1900, interrupting opera
tions in virtually every segment 
of society. According to the con
sulting firm Edward Perlin Asso
ciates, more than 90 percent of 
major organizations have plans 

for staffing Friday night in an
ticipation of Y2K glitches. 

For White House aides work
ing New Year's Eve, the con
cerns go beyond computer prob
lems or rowdy guests; there also 
is the threat of terrorism. "We' re 
trying to walk this fine line of 
making sure we're prepared 
while not exaggerating (the 
threat)," Echaveste said. Some 
aides plan to ring in the new era 
from their offices. 

"Oh yeah. Wouldn't be any 
place else," said Marsha Berry, 
the first lady's spokeswoman. 
While the Clintons celebrate on 
the mall, the President's Coun
cil on Year 2000 Conversion 
will be monitoring events from a 
command center a few blocks 
from the White House. It will 
collect data from about 180 coun
tries as well as all 50 states. 

"We will not have champagne, 
but we will try to make sure 
people can at least take a mo
ment to pause while we enter the 
new millennium," said 
Koskinen, the council chairman. 

"Everybody will be working 
hard to see how the country is 
making the transition." Koskinen 
said Clinton and Gore will re
ceive briefings every few hours 
on information the command 
center receives from various 
agencies. 

The Federal Emergency Man
agement Agency will report di
rectly to Clinton on domestic 
matters, while the National Secu
rity Council, the Pentagon and the 
State Department will keep him 
abreast of international matters. 
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Local 1 stagehands build a stage in New York's Times Square Monday. 
On New Year's Eve, the stage will be the launching pad for all of the 
entertainment for the 24 hour celebration of New Year's around the 
world . . AP 

Chicago .holding a 
global Y2K party 

CHICAGO(AP)-You'llnever 
guess who's coming to dinner. 
Looking for suggestions for ring
ing in the new millennium, Chi
cago city officials got an e-mail 
response all the way from Italy. 

"Invite two persons, of each 
countries of the world, but not 
VIP: only simple citizens," wrote 
Bernardino de Vincenzi, a city 
worker in Vigevano. 

The e-mail crossed the desk of 
Chicago Mayor Richard Daley; 
who issued a two-word order. "Do 
it," the mayor told his somewhat 
bewildered staff. This week, two 
people from nearly 200 countries 
and territories are arriving in Chi
cago. 

They include a gardener from 
the South Pacific island of 
Kiribati, a taxi driver from Lon
don, a gorilla tracker from 
Rwanda, a bank clerk from Bo-
1 ivia, an obstetrician from 
Kazakstan am! a teacher from 
Laos. 

And de Vincenzi, of course. 
"It's been a huge geography les
son," said Dorothy Coyle, the 
Chicago tourism director who has 
headed the millennium dinner 
project. 

The city has spent $1.5 million 
on the event and received another 
$1.5 million in donations, includ
ing airline tickets, hotel rooms 
and warm coats and hats. Most of 
the guests will arrive Wednesday 
and Thursday. 

The idea began taking shape 
more than a year ago with city 
officials spreading the word 
throughout Chicago to submit 
names of ordinary people to in
vite. 

"It's not about knowing some
body or being somebody impor
tant - it's just about luck," said 

Therese Meyobeme, a Chicagoan 
who will play host to two visitors 
from her homeland of Cameroon. 
Karin-Aude Montabord, a tour
ism officer for the Caribbean is
land of Martinique, was suggested 
by a friend at the University of 
Chicago. · 

She was surprised-and pleased 
- to receive her invitation from the 
mayor. "I thought, 'Mmmmm, 
Chicago in December. 

It's going to be minus what?"' 
Ms. Montabord joked. (It's been 
in the20sand below.) Others were 
chosen for their good deeds. 

A woman who works at the 
Guatemalan consulate, for ex
ample, suggested a mechanic who 
had gone out of his way to fix her 
car during a visit to the Central 
American country. On Tuesday, 
several early arrivals - from such 
places as Ecuador, South Africa, 
Sweden and Tunisia - had break
fast together at a Chicago hotel. 

Some planned to visit muse
ums or shop while in town. Some 
had to learn such things as how to 
ride an escalator and the best 
method for walking in heavy 
boots. 111e guests will spend at 
least one night with host families 
and, on New Year's Eve, will 
gather for a millennium dinner 
that will include roasted chicken 
and apple pie cheesecake. 

This is the first time many have 
been to the United States. That 
includes Tahmina Akhter, a 
teacher from Bangladesh who was 
chosen by a Chicago-based asso
ciation ofBangladeshi immigrants 
after she wrote an essay about 
Abraham Lincoln. 

"The mayor - he has done a 
great thing," said her husband, 
Kamal Ahmad, an army major in 
Bangladesh. 

'" 
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Bush, McCain hit trail 
CONCORD, N.H. (AP) -
Come January, the "W" in 
George W. Bush could almost 
stand for waving, walking 
down Main Street and work
ing the crowds in New Hamp
shire. The Texas governor will 
spend 14 or 15 days in the 
state where he trails Arizona 
Sen. John McCain in the polls. 

McCain has tentative plans 
to spend 22 days in New 
Hampshire before the Feb. l 
presidential primary. 

Aides say Bush had planned 
to increase his presence in the 
state months ago, and that the 
heavy campaigning is unre
lated to McCain or to criti
cisms that Bush has not been 
here enough. "When you 're 
the front-runner, you 're ex
pected to run all over the coun
try. 

You can't pick and choose 
and say these are the only ones 
who count," Tom Rath, a Bush 
campaign adviser, said Tues-

George W. Bush 

day. "As you get closer to the 
date of decision, you 're obvi
ously going to spend more 
time there." 

The Bush camp is trying to 
keep expectations for their 
candidate from getting too 
high, especially in light of 
McCain's strength in the polls. 
"It is a winnable primary and 
we're in a good situation," 
Rath said. . · 

"Right now it appears to be 
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switched from potential com- plantsome things on servers or 
puterglitches-nearly aUofthese · e-mail tlult mighrgo off' after 
have been fixed,officialsi~ist~ · tQeNewYe:u-1:>egins,saidTimo-
to the threarofcyber ~ttacks.. th)' Conley, deputy director of 

Mapy military installations the88thCo!llmunicationsGroup 
around the countrywiHbe shu.t~ atWright-Patterson. 
ting down their WelJ sites tern- He said there is no threat to 
porarily as a safeguard against national security because the 
intrusions "· as well as a protecc public-access sites are separated 
tion against Year 2000 viruses from secure sites, which will 
that might be launched on New remain operational. 
Year's Eve. The commandant of the Ma-

"Within some defense agen- rineCorps.,Gen.JarnesL.Jones, 
cies, they have thought the most canceled weekend travel plans, 
prudent action was just to take although aides said the changes 
their sites offline," said Penta- were family-related and not 
gon spokesman Adm. Craig prompted by fears of Y2K dis-
Quigley. While the Pentagon ruptions. 

a race between us and Senator 
McCain, but I think this is a 
tremendously volatile race." 
Bush also will spend time next 
month in Iowa, which holds 
its caucuses eight days before 
the New Hampshire primary, 
and in South Carolina, a key 
early primary state in the 
South. 

McCain is skipping the Iowa 
campaigning and focusing his 
efforts on South Carolina and 
New Hampshire. 

Among the other Republi
cans, publisher Steve Forbes 
and conservative activist 
Gary Bauer plan to split their 
time between New Hampshire 
and Iowa. On the Democratic 
side, former New Jersey Sen. 
Bill Bradley will take advan
tage of his lead in the New 
Hampshire polls to spend 
more time on a major push in 
Iowa. 

Vice President Al Gore 
plans to split his time between 

. Calif. fire 
prompts .. 
evacuation 

ARCADIA, Calif.( AP)-About 
I 00 people fled their homes as a 
precaution early today while 
firefighters battled a brush fire 
that had burned 700 acres in this 
eastern Los Angeles suburb. 

Some 1,000 firefighters battled 
the flames and fire trucks were 
positioned in front of homes in 
Arcadia and Sierra Madre. 

"We've ordered SO engines just 
for structure protection in those 
two communities," said Mark 
Whaling, spokesman for the Los 
Angeles County Fire Department. 
""As long as it remains calm, we 
are confident that we will be able 
to stop it at the back yards." 

The air was calm this morning, 
but wind was expected to peak at 
IO mph during the afternoon. 
Plumes of reddish-brown smoke 
could be seen 20 miles to the 
southwest in downtown Los An
geles. 

J.ohn McCain 

the two states. Rath said Bush 
. plans to lengthen the duration 
of his New Hampshire cam
paign stops so he will have 
more time "to be spontane
ous.', 

"We 're going to make our 
candidate as accessible as pos
sible," he said. "We want.to 
make him available to people 
who are still in the sampling 
mode." Pollster Dick Bennett 
of American Research Group 

said Bush's handlers have not 
let him show he can answer 
tough questions from voters. 

"He has to be put in situa
tions where voters can seek 
him out and talk to him. At a 
lot of the Bush events, the in
teraction he has with ·voters' 
is actually with people the 
Bush campaign has placed 
there," Bennett said. 

Bush himself has said he 
plans to show voters more of 
his ·'feisty side," and he indi
cated he may get more aggres
sive in contrasting himself 
with McCain. McCain spokes
man Mike Dennehy said 
McCain will continue to fo
cus on his own campaign, but 
··if we are attacked, we will 
fight back." 

··It's no secret that the Bush 
campaign has made remarks 
that he may come after us in 
the first week of the month," 
Dennehy said. "We' re pre
pared for it." 

Seattle cancels 
Y2K celebration 

SEATTLE (AP) - Spooked by 
the possibility of terrorism and 
still shaken by the violence dur
ing the recent World Trade Orga
nization meeting, Seattle is can
celing its New Year's Eve bash 
beneath the Space Needle. 

'"This is already an unprec
edented, unpredictable New 
Year's, and we did not want to 
take chances with public safety, 
no matter how remote the threat 
might seem," Mayor Paul Schell 
said Tuesday, a day after consult
ing with police, fire and FBI offi
cials and members of the City 
Council. 

The city-owned Seattle Center, 
which includes the 605-foot Space 
Needle and was built for the 1962 
World's Fair, is a traditional gath
ering point for New Year's Eve 
revelers. This year's celebration 
had been expected to attract about 
50,000 people. 

111e city began scaling back its 

New Year's plans after an Alge
rian man, Ahmed Ressam, was 
arrested Dec. 14 and charged with 
bringing bomb-making materials 
into Port Angeles, Wash., from 
Canada, 

Ressam had a one-night reser
vation at a motel near the Space 
Needle. Last week, officials can
celed the New Year's Eve torch
ing of a 17-piece wood-3:nd
papier-mache sculpture at Seattle 
Center. 

On Sunday, poor ticket sales 
prompted the cancellation of a 
New Year·s Eve circus perfor-
mance. 

Afternoon concerts will proceed 
as plal)ned, and fireworks will 
still erupt from the Space Needle 
at midnight. 

But the 75-acre Seattle Center 
grounds will be cleared and the 
gates locked at 6 p.m., canceling 
rock performances. dancing, art 
exhibits and other festivities. 

Republican presidential candidate Steve Forbes gestures during a campaign stop at Nexl Networks Systems 
in Peabody, Mass., Tuesday. Forbes visited the high tech company to discuss his strategy to expand e
commerce and the Internet for every American and small businesses. AP 



20-MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-THURSDAY- DECEMBER 30 1999 WORLD 

Negotiators urge hijackers: . . 

'Spell out yot1r de1nm1d' 
NEW DELHI, India (AP) -
Indian negotiators in Afghani
stan have had direct contact 
with some of the hostages 
aboard a hijacked Indian Air
lines plane, and conditions on 
board the plane were slightly 
improved. India's foreign 
minister said Tuesday. 

Jaswant Singh said the ne
gotiating team that arrivecj 
inAfghanistan Monday had 
sought more information from 

the hijackers about their de
mands, which reportedly in
cluded the release of Kashmiri 
militants from Indian jails. 

"We have asked the hijack
ers to spell out what their ex
pectations are, and we. are 
awaiting their response," 
Singh told a news conference. 

India has given no indica
tion it is prepared to release 
any prisoners. 

Singh said the aircraft's 

Unidentified masked hijacker (right) with Taliban official and Indian 
airlines engineer l?oking at the ai,:craft after being repaired, Tuesday 
at.the Kand~har Airport in Afghamstan. Indian team is negotiating with 
h11ackers with the help of Taliban and United Nations officials. AP 

COMMONWEALTH PORTS AUTHORITY 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
For The Preparation of the FY 1999 Traffic and Earnings Report. 

The Commonwealth Port, Authority (CPA) is soliciting sealed proposals from 
qualified firms or individuals to prepare its FY 1999 Traffic and Earnings 
Repon in accordance with subsections 6.06 and 6.07 of the Airline Use Agree
m~nt (AUA). The purpose of the report is to provide the signatory airlines 
with an annual rate base determination as measured by the aeronautical and 
non-aeronautical costs related to Commonwealth airport system. This rate base 
in compared to the aeronautical and non-aeronautical revenues in order to 
asses the sufficiency thereof to cover the costs. From the analyses and related 
report, airline user fees and charges can be judged for the adequacy or used as 
a basis for future rate adjustment. A review of past reports can be made at the 
Comptroller's office. 

The CPA reserves the right to reject any or all proposals for any reason, if in 
its sole opinion to do so would be in its best interest. . 

Interested proposers should submit proposals no later than 4:30 p.m .• Decem
ber 31, 1999. L~te proposals will not be entertained. 

Send infonnation lo: Mr. Carlos H. Salas 
Executive Director 
Commonwealth Ports Authority 
P.O. Box 501055 
Saipan, MP 96950 

ls/ROMANS. PALACIOS 
Contracting Officer/Board Chairman 

doors and rear chute were 
opened to air out the rancid 
interior of the plane, which 
has been on the ground in 
Kandahar since Saturday. 

Food and sanitation also was 
provided, he said. Earlier, civil 
aviation official RavinderGupta 
said the Taliban guards around 

· the plane had been given per
mission to open the pipes of the 
aircraft's toilets from the out
side. 

Singh gave no details of the 
contacts with the hostages or 
say whether it included some 
passengers or only the crew: 

Until now, contacts with the 
plane have been through the 
pilot. He also did not say any
thing about ·the condition of 
the passengers. 

Singh said the hijackers re-· 
fused to release the remaining 
women and children who were 
not among the 27 passengers 
freed in Dubai. 

"Their continued incarcera
tion is a terrible crime against 
humanity," he said. "We have 
appealed to them . to let the 
children and mothers come 

· out, but so far they have not 
acceded to our request." 

Engineers had failed to solve 
the mechanical problems that 
would prevent the aircraft 
from taking off, said the for
eign minister, and the auxil
iary power unit also was de
fective. 

Singh said the Taliban au-
thorities were lending.full co
operation with the Indian 
team. 

"The Taliban have contin
ued to warn the hijackers that 
any injury to the hostages will 
result in an immediate over
taking of the aircraft by 
Taliban forces," he said. 

Unide!7tified. mef!!bers of lnd!an Ho,:ne f.1if'!istry arrive on Monday at Kandahar airport in Afghanistan to 
negotiate with ~IJac_~ers holding lnd1~n Arr/mes plane for the last four days. The hijackers are demanding 
several Kashmir m1/rtants and a Pakistan-born Kashmir activist be released fro'!1 (ndian prisons. AP 

China's vice foreign minister to 
become Chinese envoy to U.N. 
UNITED NATIONS, 
(Reuters) - China's U.N. rep
resentative, Qin Huasun, will 
complete his tour of duty in 
the latter part of January and 
will be succeeded by Vice
Foreign Minister Wang 
Yingfan, the spokesman of the 
Chinese U.N. mission said on 
Tuesday. 

Qin, 64, took up his U.N. 
post in June 1995 after serv
ing as assistant foreign minis
ter. He is expected to continue 
to play an active role in for
eign affairs, spokesman Chen 
Ranfeng said. Wang, 57, will 
take up his new post in Febru
ary. 

As vice-foreign minister 
since 1995, Wang was respon
si hie for European affairs and 
also concerned with Hong 
Kong and Macau. 

He was appointed assistant 
foreign minister in 1994. From 
1988 to I 990 Wang was am
bassador to the Philippines. 
Earlier in his career, from 
1 964 to 1967, he served at the 
Chinese embassy in London. 

Qin has twice exercised 
China's veto as a permanent 
member of the Security Coun
cil. On both occasions this 
was prompted by matters re
lated to Taiwan, which 
Beijing regards as a renegade 
province. 

His first veto was cast in 
January 1997, to block the dis
patch of 155 U.N. peacekeep
ers to Guatemala, because of 
that Central American nation's 
ties with Taiwan. 

China reversed its position 
a few weeks later, when Gua
temala was reported to have 

promised to stop supporting 
Taiwan's annual attempt to 
obtain U.N. membership. 

Qin cast his second veto in 
February this year to prevent 
the renewal of a U.N. force in 
Macedonia. 

On that occasion he did not 
refer to Macedonia's recent 
establishment of diplomatic 
relations with Taiwan but said 
U.N. resources would be bet
ter devoted to Africa and other 
regions still plagued by con
flict and instability. 

Including Qin's two vetoes, 
China has exercised its veto 
four times since taking over 
the U.N. seat that the Taiwan
based Nationalist Chinese held 
until being expelled from the 
United Nations in 1971. The 
Nationalist Chinese cast one 
veto. 
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Europe hit by fatal storms 
PARIS (AP)-A second wave 
of fierce gales battered France 
in the early hours of Tuesday 
morning, killing 13 people along 
the southwestern Atlantic coast 
and bringing the death toll in 
Western Europe to 92, police 
said. 

Following Sunday's storms 
which ravaged the north of the 
country, the second wave of dev
astating wind;, and rain hit sev
eral regions in the southwest, 
tearing up trees and blowing 
roofs away. 

The new fatalities brought the 
death toll in France since Sun
day to 57. 

In the north, torrential rain 
struck, but there were no imme
diate reports of fatalities. In 
Paris, the swollen Seine River 
flooded riverside roads and 
walkways in several parts of the 
city. In the Vendee region, on 
the western coast, more than 
2,000 people were evacuated 
from their homes due to floods 
and spent the night in town halls. 

After a torrid night for many, 
weather conditions in most of 
the country remained calm. But 
at least two million homes were 
without electricity, officials 
said. 

Paris officials have asked the 
government to declare the city a 
"natural disaster area," and 
Transport Minister Jean-Claude 

Gayssot said extensive damage 
to the country's public transport 
network would not be fixed be
fore year-end. 

"The damage is consider
able," he said. "Road, rail and 
air routes are affected. We are 
really in great difficulty." 

Overnight winds reached at 
least 150 kph (93 mph) along 
the southwest Atlantic coast. 

All flights Monday night to 
Bordeaux, Toulouse and 
Biarritz were canceled and train 
traffic was suspended through
out the region. 

Residents faced the same 
propsect as their northern coun
terparts who had to pick their 
way through streets littered with 
broken glass and uprooted trees 
on Monday. In Paris, traffic 
lights were bent, newspaper 
kiosks blown over, and cultural 
monuments damaged. 

Some 60,000 trees were up
rooted or damaged from the 
ground in two forests on the 
outskirts.of Paris, and another 
2,000 along the city's streets. 
Authorities warned people not 
to vi sit forests as many trees 
still risk falling over. 

Slabs of roofing of the Notre 
Dame cathedral were blown off 
and a stained glass window at 
the Sainte-Chapelle was shat
tered. Worsthitamong France's 
cultural monuments was the 

royal palace and park at 
Versailles, where the roof was 
damaged, windows were bro
ken and thousands of trees were 
torn down. 

The National Fund for His
toric Sites and Monuments esti
mated that it will take between 
400 and 500 million francs ($ 
62 million and$ 77 million) to 
repair damaged cultural monu
ments. 

Paris Mayor Jean Tiberi said 
urgent repair work would be 
done quickly, and predicted that 
millennium parties in the city, 
expected to draw millions of 
revelers, would not be disrupted. 

The storms, which began be
fore dawn on Sunday, wreaked 
havoc across Europe, disrupt
ing travel by road, rail and air 
and stranding tens of thousands 
of holiday travelers. 

Seventeen people died in Ger
many and 13 in Switzerland. 
Thousands of homes in Swit
zerland, mostly in the moun
tainous Bernese Oberland re
gion, were still without elec
tricity Monday after fallen trees 
caused widespread damage to 
power lines. 

In northern Spain, a gust of 
wind knocked down a wall un
der construction at a truck stop, 
killing two workers. Three 
people were killed in other ac
cidents. 

Russia pays IMF, gets WB loan 
MOSCOW (AP) - The Rus
sian government made its last 
payment for the year to the In
ternational Monetary Fund on 
Tuesday, and the World Bank 
agreed to release$ 100 million 
in loans intended to finance the 
reform of Russia's coal sector. 

The government transferred 
$ 62.9 million to the IMF, meet-

ing all of its 1999 loan repayment 
commitments to the fund, the Fi
nance Ministry said. 

Russia had been hoping to get a 
$ 640 million installment of a $ 
4.5 billion loan from the IMF 
before the end of the year. The 
IMF has delayed the loan indefi
nitely, saying Russia hadn "t 
adopted the necessary economic 

reforms. 
Finance Minister Mikhail 

Kasyanov had said that the coun
try would meet its IMF obliga
tions even without the long-de
layed tranche. 

The loan installment would be 
usedtopayoffRussia'soJddebts 
to the IMF - which amount to 
more than $ 15 billion. 

Prime Minister Vladimir Putin speaks to a Russian soldier wounded in Chechnya as his mother sits at his bed 
in a military hospital outside Moscow Tuesday. Vladimir Putin visited the military hospital to speak to and give 
presents to soldiers wounded in Chechnya. AP 

A man looks at damaged boats after the second storms hit western 
France Tuesday in La Rochelle port, southwestern France. The second 
wave of fierce gales arrived in southwestern France and followed 
storms that ravaged the north of France last Sunday. The new fatalities 
brought the death toll in France since Sunday to 61. AP 

British police: Nazi war 
criminal may be in Britffi:n 
LONDON (AP) - Police said 
Tuesday they are investigating 
reports that an alleged Nazi w:lf' 
criminal is living in Briwin. 

The American television cur
rent affairs program, ABC's 20/ 
20. said in a broadcast this month 
that Konrad Kalejs now lives in 
Rugby. in south-central England. 

The Nazi-hunting Simon 
Wiesenthal Center in Jerusalem 
said Monday that Kalejs had al
ready been deported from the 
United States and Canada for serv
ing as lic-uten:rnt in the Arajs 
Kornrnamlo, a Latvian group th:tl 
murdered at least J0.000 Jews. 
communists and Gypsies during 
World War II. 

The director of the center's Is
raeli branch, Ephraim Zuroff 
urged Britain to take action ag;1inst 
Kalejs. 

Police in Warwickshire. the 
county where Kalejs allegedly 
liws, saiu the force had received 
a faxed letter from Zuroff alleg
ing Kalejs is responsible for war 
crimes and lives in the Rugby area. 

They said no specific address 
was supplied. Police have begun 
what they called initial inquiries 
into the situation based on the lim
ited information available. a 
spokeswoman said. 

"We have to decide what course 
of action is approp1iate in this un
usual case, but nothing can be done 
until he is found," she said on cus
tomai-y terms of anonymity. 

Kalejs immigrated to Australia 
after the war. became a citizen 
and n1oveJ to chc [.lnitcJ Srnres in 
!959. 

In a 1993 opinion from the 7th 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in 
Chicago. Kalejs was described as 
a company commander in a pro
Nazi unit that killed thousands at 
the Salaspils labor camp. Kalejs 
was deported from the United 
States in 1994 and acc.::pted by 
Australia. 

Australi:m authoriti~, rcport.::d 
in 1998 that there was not ,ufli
cicnt c, idcncc against Kakjs lo 

w:uTalll charges. During that same 
yc:ar. Kakjs Oew to England. ac
cording to the Simon Wiesenthal 
Center. 

LordJannc:r, a leadcrofBritain 's 
Jewish community. said he would 
ask Home Secretazy Jack Straw to 
investigate the allegations against 
Kalejs. 

If there was sufficicnt eviuence. 
Kalejs shoulu be prosecuted under 
war crimes legislation.Janner said. 
But he added that if there was not 
enough evidence for a prosecution. 
the government should foilow the 
example of the United States and 
Canaua and depo11 him. 

'They only do that if they are 
sufficiently satisfied that a person 
is guilty of w,u- crimes." Janner 
told BBC Radio. "ll1ey don't want 
him in their country. If that is cor
rect, we don't want him in our 
country either." 



22-MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-THURSDAY· DECEMBER 30, 1999 

Dollar slips against yen 

Japm1ese stoc 
TOKYO (AP) - The U.S. 
dollar slipped against the yen 
on Tuesday as Japanese in
vestment trusts sold the green
back to reduce their foreign 
currency holdings before the 
new year, traders said. 

Japanese stocks rose to their 
highest level in a month. The 
dollar bought 102.32 yen at 5 
p.m. (0800 GMT), down 0.24 
yen from late Monday in To-

kyo and also below its late 
New York level of I 02.35 yen 
overnight. 

The benchmark 225-issue 
Nikkei Stock Average rose 
236.62 points, or 1.28 per
cent, to close at 18,783.52 
points, its highest close since 
Nov. 29. The average closed 
down 38.05 points, or 0.2 per
cent, Monday. 

In currency dealings, the 

dollar fell after some Japa
nese banks sold dolJars for yen 
on behalf of investment trust 
funds looking to reduce their 
foreign-currency denominated 
assets, dealers said. 

Comments Tuesday morn
ing by Haruhiko Kuroda, a top 
official in Japan's Finance 
Ministry, that suggested the 
government may intervene to 
curb the yen's gains could not 

A model sits on the hood of a new Alfa Romeo GTV to lure visitors at the Taipei Car Show in the Taipei World 
Trade Center on Sunday. The car show, held once a year in Taiwan, will last until January 2. AP 

· Death ·Announcement· 

FRANCISCO PANGELINAN 
VILLANUEVA 

Born: September 13, 1945 • Died: 
He now joins his 

December 27, 1999 
15';1\1 

'"'"' :1 1 Father: Antonio A. Villanueva 
Father-In-Law: Manuel B. Blanco 
Brother-in-Law: Carlos C. Blanco 
Sister-in-Law: Margarita Villanueva 

His memory will live in the hearts of his 
Wife: Basilisa Blanco Villanueva 

;.; ,i, 

Children {Spouses): Wilma, Frankie (Lori), Soreen (Inoske) and Nathan 
Grandchildren: Shayne, Niobe, Blanco, Skalan, Matthew, Ryan and Alexa 
Mother: Antonia P. Sablan 
Step-Father: Eulogio Sablan 
Mother-in-law: Asuncion C. Blanco 
Brothers & Sisters (Spouses): Joaquin Villanueva (Margarita), Antonio Villanueva 
(Agnes), Delgadina Santos (Nick), Patricia Sablan, Alex Sablan (Mila) Eulogio Sablan 
Diane Salas (Bill), Ana Yutig (Romeo) Alicia Diaz (Peter) George Sablan (Akina) ' 
Sister in laws and spouse: Jovita and Antonio Tomokane, Orfa and Larry Deck, 
and Ema and Larry Johnson 

Nightly rosary is being held at San Antonio Church at 8:00 p.m. The mass and burial 
will be announced at a later date. 

prevent the dollar from skid
ding. 

On Friday, the Finance Min
istry and the Bank of Japan 
intervened by selling yen to 
buy dollars to push the U.S. 
currency above 103 yen. It was 
the first such central bank ac
tion since Nov. 30. 

Japanese officials are con
cerned the yen's rapid appre
ciation will stunt the country's 
economic recovery but hurt
ing exporters that rely on a 
cheap yen to sell their prod
ucts abroad. 

In stock trading, prices rose 
on demand for high-technol
ogy issues such as Sony Corp, 
which announced Monday it 
will conduct a 2-for-1 stock 
split next year. 

Sony rose by the daily limit 
of 2,000 yen ($ I 9.55) to a 
record 26,300 ($ 257). 

"Sony's sharp gains prompted 
dealers and individual investors 
to buy information-related 
stocks," said Hiroichi Nishi, 
deputy general manager at 
Nikko Securities Co. 

But overall trading remained 
limited as the New Year's 
holidays approach and as mar
ket players adopt a conserva-

House ... 
Continued from page 9 

(R-Saipan), authorof the bill, him
self told House members that the 
bill needs a second look. 

Benavente expressed confi
dence that the bill is likely to "die 
a natural death." 

He added, "There's enough 
members that would not support 
something like this at this time. I 
have been lobbying and I will 
continue to lobby against it. 

"The motion on the floor is to 
defer action on the bill. This is 
something that is not necessary at 
this time and we should not have 
to act on this legislation," said 
Benavente. 

TI1espeakersaidtheCNMigov
ernment is looking not only at the 
economic contributions made by 
FAS citizens, but also the issue of 
a "unified region." 

"On certain matters that affect 
our region and we feel very 
strongly, we cannot do that as 
individual entities; we need 
everyone's support within the re
gion especially the Micronesian 
region. 

"The most critical at this point 
is to make sure that we protect 
and try to present better relation
ship with neighboring islands be
cause of the need for a united 
region. A lot of economic oppor
tunities are important for anyone 
of us," Benavente said. 

As to the issue of draining 
CNMI resources, Hofschneider 
said it is not the FAS citizens that 

BUSINESS & TRADE 

• nse 
tive stance amid uncertainty 
over potential Y2K computer 
problems. 

An estimated 306.60 million 
shares changed hands on Tues
day, compared with 275.43 
milJion on Monday. On the 
TSE's First Section, 668 is
sues fell, with 478 issues.ris
ing and 198 closing unchanged 
from Monday. 

In New York on Monday; 
the Dow Jones industrial av
erage fell 14.68 points, or 0.1 
percent, to close at 11,391.08. 

The broader Tokyo Stock 
Price Index of all issues listed 
on the first section rose 43.13 
points, or 2.60 percent, to 
close at 1,701.01, its highest 
since July 1996. The TOPIX 
closed down 12.77 points, or 
0.77 percent, the day before. 

In other currencies, the .euro 
was traded at 103.72 yen, 
down from I 04.04 yen late 
Monday in Tokyo. 

The yield on the benchmark 
I 0-year Japanese government 
bond fell to I. 7100 percent 
from Friday's finish of I. 7300 
percent. Its price rose 0.17 
point to 101.61. There were 
no transactions during 
Monday's trading. 

make up the largest ethnic group 
here, but Filipinos and Chinese, 
and therefore the notion that FAS 
citizens take up "lots" of CNMI 
resources is not true. 

Benavente also said the issue of 
Compact impact reimbursement 
is an issue between the CNMI and 
the federal government. 

Rep. Manuel A. Tenorio (R
Saipan) echoed Benavente 's con
cern," saying the reimbursement 
ofF AS migration costs should be 
taken up with the U.S. govern
ment, including the 902 talks, and 
not with FAS citizens themselves. 

Teregeyo reminded legislators 
not to act on the bill on the basis of 
kinship or familial relations, but 
on the issue of its merit to the 
CNMI's economic and political 
ties. 

"If it's not going to pass then let 
it die a natural death," said 
Teregeyo, adding that the Asso
ciation of Pacific Island Legisla
tors is also calling for "free mo
bility" among the member-coun
tries and territories. 

Reps. Oscar M. Babauta (R
Saipan), Karl T. Reyes (R-Saipan) 
and David M. Apa tang (R-Saipan) 
also expressed support for the 
scrapping of the bill. 

House Minority Dino M. Jones 
(D-Saipan) said he will have to 
abstain because of relatives that 
are from the FSM. 

The bill, originally introduced 
in September 1998, also aims to 
protect the CNMI from draining 
out its resources by maintaining 
indigent FAS citizens, the same 
concern raised by Guam and other 
U.S. insular areas. 
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Networks look to 
avoid Y2K troubles 
NEW YORK (AP) - If Peter 
Jennings is the Jerry Lewis of 
ABC's New Year's telethon, then 
Antonio Mora is the Ed 
McMahon. 

While Jennings anchors ABC's 
24-hour millennium marathon 
from Times Square starting at 5 
a.m. on Friday, Mora will sit in 
another studio uptown, poised to 
take over in case Y2K trouble or 
terrorism knocks out the main 
broadcast. 

It's one of the elaborate contin
gency plans put in place by televi
sion networks to make sure view
ers aren't left in the dark at the 
dawn of a new millennium. "I 
think it's going to be exhausting," 
said Mora, the "Good Morning 
America" news anchor who will 
be stationed in a studio on 66th 
Street, two dozen blocks north of 
Jennings. 

He won't just be killing time: 
Mora will broadcast to ABC sta
tions that don't switch to a few 
pre-arranged local news breaks, 
giving him a total of about two 
hours of air time. But most ABC 
viewers won't see him. 

Mora's studio is Plan B for 
ABC. Plan C is Washington, 
where Sam Donaldson is sta
tioned. If power on the Eastern 

High ... 
Continued from page B 

The juvenile court. the justices 
said, does not lose jurisdiction
it merely transfers it to the adult 
criminal court. 

"If, on the other hand, an of
fender 16 years of age or older, is 
charged with murder, rape, or a 
traffic offense, the juvenile court 
is automatically divested of juris
diction since the offender is sub
ject o the original jurisdiction of 
the adult criminal court," they 
said. 

"Even though there is no ex
press provision terminating the 
juvenile court's jurisdiction once 
it is obtained, the juvenile court is 
not divested of jurisdiction sim
ply because the alleged offender 
reaches the age of I 8," the jus
tices said. 

The high tribunai noted that a 
vacuum would also exist in the 
Jaw in that if a case, properly filed 
in the juvenile court, is not adju
dicated or transferred before the 
juvenile turns 18, he or she would 
neither be subject to the jurisdic
tion of the juvenile court nor the 
adult criminal court. 

"Clearly, such absurd results 
cannot be and do not reflect the 
intent and spirit of the constitu
tional and statutory protections 
afforded to alleged offenders un
der 18 years of age in this Com
monwealth," the justices said. 

Seaboard is somehow knocked 
out, ABC even has a Plan D with 
its Los Angeles studio, said Neil 
Patterson, the network's senior 
vice president of operations. 

CNN's 100 hours of coverage 
will originate from its Atlanta 
headquarters. In case of trouble, 
CNN has other studio space in 
Atlanta, New York and Washing
ton ready to go, said Rick Kaplan, 
president of CNN USA. 

CNNisstationing60correspon
dents around the world and mak
ing sure traveling is done before 
New Year's Eve. "You don't start 
moving on a Y2K problem when 
it starts," Kaplan said. 

"You'd better be somewhere 
for the Y2K problem or you 're 
not going to get there." Tom 
Brokaw and Katie Courie will be 
stationed in Times Square for 
NBC. 

Jeff Zucker, who is co-produc
ing NBC's Y2K coverage, said 
he considers the all-news cable 
stationMSNBChis"back-upgen
erator" if something goes wrong. 
MSNBC will be on the air from 
its studio in Secaucus, N.J. "We 're 
not worried," Zucker said. 

"If we have a serious news 
event, we 're incredibly well-po
sitioned to cover it. But in terms 

Lujan ... 
Continued from page 3 

Alexandro C. Castro that Dennis' 
contract is expiring by Dec. 31. 

Landen underscored the need 
to give Dennis at least six months 
extension and raised his monthly 
salary from the present $18,000 
to $25,000 for the continued man-

PSS ... 
Continued from page 5 

ing their buses, they could go in 
there and rinse therrisel ves and 
change back to regular work 
clothes, to prepare themselves for 
the afternoon operations," he said. 

"I sympathize with the bus driv
ers who are the first to be cal led to 
duty and the last people to shut 

House ... 
Continued from page 5 

the federal government. 
Rep. Manuel A. Tenorio (R

Saipan) echoed Benavente 's con
cern, saying the reimbursement 
of FAS migration costs should 
be taken up with the U.S. gov
ernment, including the 902 talks, 
and not with FAS citizens them
selves. 

Teregeyo reminded legislators 

of Y2K glitches and security is
sues, we've been at work on these 
for three years." It's the same at 
CBS, where news executive 
Marcy McGiru1is said she is more 
concerned about major news 
breaking someplace CBS doesn't 
have crews available. 

ABC's Times Square studio 
was designed with shatter-proof 
glass and other fortifications, 
Patterson said. 

The network is also depending 
on New York City police, ABC 
and Disney security and a private 
security firm to guard against 
trouble. 

Patterson's biggest concerns are 
the satellites and fiber connec
tions - about 65 in all - that ABC 
depends on to beam its broadcast 
to affiliates and to collect reports 
from around the world. 

While satellites are generally 
reliable, they are out of ABC's 
control, he said. In Mora's cir
cumstance, a lesser man might be 
hoping for glitches that would 
give him some air time. He insists 
not. 

"They have worked on this so 
hard and put it together so intelli
gently that I hope nothing goes 
wrong," he said, "and there is no 
need to come to me." 

agement of the projects before 
the liquidating trustees decide 
whether he should stay or not in 
the company. 

Lujan strongly opposed such 
increase, saying Dennis only 
"plays golf all the time ... he 
doesn't deserve a raise." 

Lujan said Dennis should be 
only given one or two months 
then let the trustees make a real 
choice. 

the door of PSS. They have en
dured much simpler facilities in 
the past. I thank them and I be
lieve that the services are well 
received, not just by the students 
but the parents of the kids that we 
support," said Sanchez. 

Sanchez is also asking the com
munity for more patience with 
regards to some problems they 
have with the transportation fleet. 

"They are being mechanically 
addressed to ensure a sound and 

not to act on the bill on the basis of 
kinship or familial relations, but 
on the issue of its merit to the 
CNMI's economic and political 
ties. 

"If it's not going to pass then let 
it die a natural death," said 
Teregeyo, adding that the Asso
ciation of Pacific Island Legisla
tors is also calling for "free mo
bility" among the member-coun
tries and teni tories. 

Reps. Oscar M. Babauta (R
Saipan), Karl T. Reyes (R-Saipan) 

"BABE OF THE CENTURY." Liz Hurley arrives for the world premiere 
of the movie "Mickey Blue Eyes" in this August 1999 file photo. The 
actress and model Hurley was recently named as "Babe of the Century" 
after a massive poll with more than 2.5 million people voting on-line at 
IGN.com, a men's entertainment website. AP 

The lawyer also mentioned that 
businessman Tony C.P. Ng, one 
of Hillblom 's former close 
friends, should be given at least a 
token for exposing what is really 
happening with the Vietnam 
projects. 

After listening to the arguments, 
Castro ordered the executor to 
give Dennis a two-month exten
sion for $21,500 monthly com
pensation plus other benefits. 

safe transportation fleet, when we 
pick up and drop our students to 
and from schools," he said. 

Sanchez said that with the ar
rival of two regular buses and one 
special vehicle for students with 
disabilities, there would be less 
of these mechanical problems to 
address. 

But he noted that getting seven 
additional new buses would be 
more than enough for PSS to give 
excellent busing services. 

and DavidM.Apatang(R-Saipan) 
also expressed support for the 
scrapping of the bill. 

House Minority Dino M. Jones 
(D-Saipan) said he will have to 
abstain because of relatives that 
are from the FSM. 

The bill, originally introduced 
in September 1998, also aims to 
protect the CNMI from draining 
out its resources by maintaining 
indigent FAS citizens, the same 
concern raised by Guam and other 
U.S. insular areas. 

FNE (5) BEDROOMS, 
TWO BATHROOMS wml 

GARAGEAND 
FOUR (4) BEDROOMS, 

TWO BATHROOMS WITH 
GARAGE, LARGE YARD CLOSE 

TO THE OCEAN AT LOWER ASTEO 
ARE AVAILABLE FOR RENT. 

PLEASE LEAVE YOUR NAME AND 
TELEPHONE NUMBER AT 
TELEPHONE NO. 235-1839 

VIDEO STORE FOR SALE 
Good Income, More than 

1,500 video tapes. 
Sources for new release, 
Filipino tapes, posters, 
etc. available. Space 
also available for rent. 

Call 235-7298. 

FOR SALE 

FORKLIFf 
I Read with your child everyday. I 

*Great Working Condition 
*$2,900.00 

Contact: Ites at 233-7625 
( office hours only) 
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Classified Ads Section 
Employment Wanted 

...... 
. Job Vacancy . . : 

Announcement 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
All Interested resident workers are 

urged to register at the 
Dept. cl Labor & Immigration, 

Division of Employment Services for 
the lob/s being advertised In which 

you are qualified and available. 
For further assistance, 

please call Alrred A. Pangelinan at 
Tel. 664-2078. 

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Salary:$3.05-3.50 per hour 
01 CAR RENTAL (AGENT) CLERK
Salary:$3.05-3.50 per hour 
Contact: VENTURE 
TRANSPORTATION CNMI CORP. dba 
Budget Car Rental Tel. 234-3347(1/ 
6)Th82322 

01 KITCHEN HELPER-Salary:$3.05per 
hour 
01 COOK HELPER-Salary:S3.15 per 
hour 
Contact: PACIFIC MANAGEMENT, INC. 
dba Mariana Restaurant Tel. 322-
3324(1/5)W82283 

01 MAINTENANCE ELECTRICIAN
Salary:S1 ,200.0D-1,400.00 per month 
Contact: J.C.A. INC. dba McDonald's of 
Saipan Tel. 235-9761 ( 12/31) T82161 

03 BUILDING MAINTENANCE 
REPAIRER-Salary:S3.05-3.70 per hour 
Contact: FTD ~TD. Tel. 322-3366(1/ 
6)Th33960 

02 WOODCRAVING MACHINE 
OPERATOR-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: MICRONESIA WOODCRAFT 
ENT., INC. Tel. 235-7631 (1/6)Th33958 

01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER, 
INDUSTRIAL-Salary:S4.00 per hour 
Contact: SEAFIX INCORPORATED Tel. 
322-0997(1/6)Th33959 

01 COMPUTER PROGRAMMER
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: UNIVERSAL ELECTRIC 
CORPORATION Tel. 235-4557(1/ 
6)Th33954 

02 AUTO MECHANIC-Salary:$4.00 per 
hour 
Contact: RTL ENT. dba Kins Auto Center 
Tel. 235-4420(1/6)Th33952 

01 AUDIT SENIOR-Salary:$16.83 per 
hour 
01 AUDITMANAGER-Salary:$5,750.00 
per month 
01 ACCOUNTANT-Safary:$12.50 per 
hour 
01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$10.58 per 
hour 
01 AUDIT (ASSISTANT)-Salary:S17.31 
per hour 
01 AUDIT MANAGER-Salary:$6, 166.67 
per month 
Contact: DELOITTE & TOUCHE Tel. 
322-7337(1/6)Th82310 

03 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
01 ARCHITECTURAL DRAFTER
Salary:$700.00 per month 
Contact: NORTH PACIFIC BUILDERS, 
INC. Tel. 235-7171 (12/30)Th82207 

02 STOCK CONTROL CLERK
Salary:$3.05-3.50 per hour 
01 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05-3.50 per 
hour 
01 ACCOUTANTING (MANAGER)
Salary:$1,000.00-2,000.00 per month 
01 MAINTENANCE ENGR.· 
Salary:$3.5D-5.00 per hour 
01 WAITER-Salary:S3.05-3.50 per hour 
01 FRONT DESK CLERK-Salary:$3.05-
3.50 per hour 
Contact: DIAMOND HOTEL CO., LTD. 
dba Saipan Diamond Hotel Tel. 234· 
5900(12/30)Th82187 

01 WAITRESS (NEW)-Salary:$3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: CHINESE GOOD CENTER 
dba Canton Restaurant Tel. 234-
7236(12/30)Th33874 

01 DELIVERER, MERCHANDISE
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: MING LI CORPORATION Tel. 
234-2150( 12/30)Th33875 

02 PAINTER-Salary:$3.10-3.50 per 
hour 
01 WELDER-Salary:$3.10-3.50 per 
hour 
01 STEEL WORKER, STRUCTURAL
Salary:$3.10-3.50 per hour 
0 I PLUMBER-Salary:$3.10-3.50 per 
hour 
04 MASON-Salary:$3.1 D-3.50 per hour 
08 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.10-S.50 per 
hour 
Contact: DANIEL S./REMEDIO s. 
BUNIAG dba Marfran Enterprises Tel. 
322-0414(12/30)Th33877 

01 DRIVER-SALES ROUTE-
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
01 LABOR, STORE (WAREHOUSE 
WORKER)-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: MAND P CORPORATION Tel. 
234-1361 (12/30)Th82190 

01 MAINTENANCE BLDG. REPAIR
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: TOSHINOBI U. CHIN LIEN dba 
Chinen Ice Candy Manufacturing & 
Store Tel. 234-6233(12/30)Th33868 

01 SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Salary:$528.67 per month 
Contact: TRIPLE M'S CORP. dba 
Fang's Bakery Tel. 235-1071 (12/ 
30)Th33873 

01 STENOGRAPHER-Salary:$4.00-
11.00 per hour 
Contact: JOE HILL dba Hill Law Offices 
Tel. 234-6806(12/30)Th33872 

01 (SUPERVISOR) STORE-
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: PACIFIC OCEAN INT'L 
TRADE CORP. Tel. 288-1668(12/ 
30)Th33869 

52 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
12 CUTTER, HAND-Salary:$3.05 per 
hour 
10 QUALITY CONTROL CHECKER
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
02 OVERHAULER-Salary:$3.05 per 
hour 
04 MAINTENANCE MECHANIC
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: MIRAGE (SAIPAN) CO., LTD. 
Tel. 234-3481 (1113)Th33993 

01 GENERAi. MANAGER-
Salary:$750.00 bi-weekly 
26 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR
Salary:S3.05 per hour 
10 QUALITY CONTROL CHECKER
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: COMMONWEALTH 
GARMENT MFG., INC. Tel. 234-7550(1/ 
13)Th33994 

01 TOURIST-INFORMATION 
ASSISTANT-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: AMERICAN SPORTSWEAR 
COLLECTION CORP. clba Saipan 
Holiday Tour Agency Tel. 233-3143(1/ 
13)Th33995 

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:S1, 100.00 
per month 
Contact: NO KA 01 TERMITE & PEST 
CONTROL, INC. (SAIPAN) Tel. 322-
2847(1/13)Th33992 

02 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: MYRA'S REST. /DIOSDADO 
M. AYANGCO Tel. 234-2720(1/ 
13)Th33996 

01 MASON-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: KEY POINT (SAIPAN) LTD. 
Tel. 322-8011 (1/13)Th33997 

01 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
01 COOK-Salary:$1,800.00 per month 
Contact: PART CORPORATION dba 
Royal Taga Beach Club Tel. 234·5500(1/ 
13)Th82400 

Classified Ads FIRST 

01 SURVEY (ASSISTANT)-
Salary:$3.50 per hour 
Contact: CANDIDO I. CASTRO dba 
Castro & Associates Tel. 235-7410(1/ 
13)Th82396 

01 MECHANIC SHOP MANAGER
Salary:$1,000.0D-1,350.00 per month 
01 PLUMBER-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
01 WELDER-Salary:$3.05-3.75 per 
hour 
Contact: BLACK MICRO 
CORPORATION Tel. 234-6549(1/ 
13)Th82398 

01 HOTEL CLERK (FRONT DESK)
Salary:$3.05-3.10 per hour 
03 CLEANER, HOUSEKEEPING
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: MICRO PACIFIC 
DEVELOPMENT, INC. dba Saipan 
Grand Hotel Tel. 234-6601 (1/ 
13)Th82399 

01 SALES (SUPERVISOR)-
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: YU'S ENTERPRISES (USA), 
LTD., INC. dba USA Discount Store Tel. 
233-1390(1/13)Th39990 

01 ENGINEER-Salary:$700.00 per 
month 
01 PROJECT MANAGER-
Salary:$800.00 per month 
01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$700.00 per 
month 
Contact: TRANSASIAN 
CORPORATION Tel. 234-1629(1/ 
13)Th82409 

01 CARPENTER-Salary:S3.05-3.50 per 
hour 
01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-
Salary:S3.05-3.15 per hour 
02 WAITRESS/WAITER (FORMAL)
Salary:$3.05-3.50 per hour 
01 WAITER/WAITRESS (FORMAL)
Salary:$3.05-3.15 per hour 
01 BARTENDER-Salary:$3.05-3.25 per 
hour 
01 PIANIST-Salary:$800.00-1,200.00 
per month 
01 AUDITOR-Salary:$3.50-4.10 per 
hour 
01 SALES REPRESENTATIVE (HOTEL 
SERVICES)-Salary:$1,200.0D-1, 700.00 
per month 
01 SALES REPRESENTATIVE (HOTEL 
SERVICESJ-Salary:$1,000.00-1,300.00 
per month 
Contact: AQUA RESORT CLUB 
SAIPAN, CO., LTD. dba Aqua Resort 
Club Tel. 322-1234(1/13)Th82408 

02 BEAUTICIAN (PANCHKARMA & 
TREATMENT FACIAL TECHNICIAN)
Salary:$3.05-5.00 per hour 
04 MASSEUSE (PANCHKARMA 
TECHNICIAN)-Salary:$3.05-4.00 per 
hour 
01 POWER PLANT OPERATOR
Salary:$3.05-5.35 per hour 
01 POWER PLANT MECHANIC
Salary:$3.05-4.50 per hour 
02 LABORER (BRUSH CLEARING)
Salary:$3.05-4.75 per hour 
01 GREENSKEEPER-Salary:S3.05-
7.10 per hour 
02 BELLHOP-Salary:$3.05-5.25 per 
hour 
01 FRONT DESK CLERK-Salary:$3.05-
4.25 per hour 
01 CASHIER-Salary:S3.05-3.90 per 
hour 
01 COOK-Salary:$3.05-4.10 per hour 
01 CHIEF ACCOUNTANT-
Salary:$750.00-2,200.00 per month 
01 NIGHT AUDITOR-Salary:$4.00-8.75 
per hour 
Contact: SUWASO CORPORATION 
dba Coral Ocean Point Resort Club Tel. 
234-7000(1/13)Th82410 

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Salary:$3.05-4.25 per hour 
Duties includes: Aids executive in staff 
capacity by coordinating ortice services, 
such as personnel, housekeeping, and 
records control. Analyzes unit operating 
practices such as record keeping systems, 
forms control and personnel requirements. 
Coordinates collection and preparation of 
operating reports. Prepares reports including 
conclusions and recommendations for 
solution of administrative problems. Reviews 
and answers correspondence. Compiles 
stores and retrieves managment data using 
computer. 
Contact: HBR INTERNATIONAL, INC. Tel. 
322-2406(1/13)Th34013 

DEADLINE: 12:00 noon Iha day prior to publication 

NOTE: If some reason your advertisement is Incorrect, call us 
immediately to make the necessary corrections. lhe Marianas Variely 
News and Views is responsble only for one incorrect insertion. We 
reserve the right to edit, refuse, reject or cancel any ad at any time. 

'CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE-
. SHELL SAN ROQUE AND SHELL GUALO RAI are seeking qualified 
~ customer service representatives for Full & Part.time positions. Must be 
~ wiling to work weekends and evenings. Must have transportation. 

Customer service skills,outgoing personality and proper grooming helpful. 

EMPLOYMENT REFERENCES & POLICE CLEARANCE REQUIRED 
APPLY IN PERSON AT SHELL GUALO RAI ONLY. 

NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE 
LOCAL HIRE ONLY 

• D11Q ---
WANTED 

A leading wholesale company specializing in the aclusive distribution of premium 
brand American products is looking for a 

SENIOR SALES EXECUTIVE 
Career management position with excellent salary and benefits 
Previous sales or related experience preferred 
Previous experience in wholesale or similar industry an advantage 
Compu~r lit:rate with exP_Crience in spreadsheets and word processing 
Professional image and attitude necessary. Able to negotiate at all levels 
Lacal Hire only. Motivated, reliable, self-starters need only apply! 
The successful candidate will be required to provide a police clearance 

Please apply in person at Chalan Kiya Industrial Center #4 
or Phone 235-2706, Fax 235-2711 

WANTED IMMEDIATELY 
1-Mnson/l'ile Setter 
I-Finishing Carpenter 
I-Painter 
Please call: 235.5434 or 483-9939 
Between 12:30-1:00 pm & 6:00-7:00 pm 
Salary Negotiable · 

CUSTOMER SERVICE/SALES REPRESENTATIVE 
There is an immediate openir.g for the above position 

Apptican\s should have the lollow1ng abil11ies: 
• Quick learner 
• Etteciive wrillen and oral commurncal1on skills 
• Good customm relalian s~ills 
, Sell-molivated 
, Reliable and ambitious 
, Likes a challenge ar.d creative selling 
Please contact Rita Cruz at 235-7482 for an appoinlmen\ 

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT 

- Must have experience in the food 
se,vice industry. 

· Computer and register literate. 
- Excellent customers relations 
- Experience in marketing, sales and 

promotions 
- Experience in inventory management 

andconlrol 

Pf ease apply in peloOn and bring resume at 

JWS Air Conditioning & Refrigeration 
Office in Chalan Laulau, Middle Road. 

(MCS Bldg., in Iron! ol Pacific Daily News 0/fice). 

ELECTRICAL ENGINEER 
*NEEDED* 
Male preferred 

Open for those already on-island 
Salary:$3.50 to $3.90/hour 

Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm 

Apply in person at HONG ELECTRIC ENT., INC. 
Chalan Laulau, Middle Road 

APARTMENT FOR RENT 
Quiet Two (2) Bedrooms • Swimming Pool Tennis Court 

~~.~.~limM:J.~~ 
235-5686 (8:30 AM to 5:30 PM, W1:1:kda s) 235-9520, lJ.t.51!49 (6:00 PM IO 9:00 PM, Everyday lncludini Sat & Sun.) 

MOVING SALE 
1996 Nissan Sentra, 2-<loor, 5-speed 

. manual, 24k miles, $5500.00. 
Full size bed, entertainment center, 

macintosh computer, printer and zip drive, 
HP5100, flat bed scanner 

can: 23s-1a2s 

FOR SALE 
Pure Breed Maltese Puppies 

$650.00/each 
(Guam Price $1,100.00) 

Please contact Roland at 234-8779 or 234-7666. 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH OF THE 

NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

TINIAN CASINO GAMING 
CONTROL COMMISSION 

Plaintiff, 
vs. 
PAULA. PALMER, 
Defendant. 
Civil Action No. 99-071 B(T) 

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION 

FROM: The Superior Court of the Common
wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 

TO: The abov&11amed Delondanl 

You are hereby summoned to awear within 
twenty (20) days after final publication ol this 
Sum!1'ons and completion of posting, and de
fend ,n the above-<:aptioned action in the above
entitled Court, and answer the Complaint ol 
Plaintiff, Tlnlan Casino Gaming Control Com
mission. You shall serve a copy of your an
swer, upon the Plaln!iff's attorney: The Law 
~ ol Robert C. Naraja, PC, P.O. Box 1960, 
Sa"an, MP 96950. If you fail to do so judg
ment ~Y tlelaul! wi~ be rendered again~! you 
accordmg to the reuefs demanded in the Com
plaint which has been filed with the Clerk of 
said Court. 

/s/JOVJT A C. FLORES 
Cieri< of Court 
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EEK & MEEK® by Howie Schneider 

I DIDN'T KNOW 
THAT D065 AR.EN1T 
ALLOWED IN THE 
DANCE STUDIO .. 

Born today, you have been en
dowed with great strength of 
character, and the willingness 
to work tirelessly to achieve 
your goals. In this way, you are 
one who will face any challenge 
at any time in the line of duty. 
Your character is complex, and 
it is not likely that anyone will 
truly get to know the real you -
no matter how close they may 
be to you personally. This is 
true even of other Sagittarius 
natives. There is something 
mysterious and even hidden in 
your nature, and it's not some
thing that you are like I y to re
veal even to your closest friends 
or loved-ones. 

You can be rather pessimis
tic at times, but the best anti
dote for such thinking is cre
ative or physical endeavors. 
As long as you are working 
hard, you can keep your own 
devils at bay. They are fright
ened away by your own suc
cess again and again, as you 
embrace one challenge after 
another. 

Also born on this <late are: 
Lesley Stahl, news correspon
dent; Liv Ullman, actress; 
Noel Coward, playwright and 
actor; Ludwig van Beethoven, 
composer; Jane Austen, au
thor. 

To see what is in store for you 
tomorrow, find your birthday 

YOU'RE LOOKING IN THE' 
CLASS! F='IED ADS !='OR A 
,NEW GIRL TO 
DATE? WI-IAT 
ABOUT SHERYL? 

and read the corresponding para
graph. Let your birthday star be 
your daily guide. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-

Dec. 21) -A mystery may arise 
today which piques your curi
osity and requires you to ex
plore a side of yourself that you 
usually keep under wraps. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19)-An invitation comes your 
way today, and you will be com
pelled to accept even though 
you know you're going to be 
entering a dangerous arena. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18)- Avoid any kind of false
hood today and you '11 avoid 
most kinds of lasting trouble. 
Deception is not for you - now 
more than ever. 

PISCES (Feb.19-March 20) 
- Don't let yourself be caught 
unawares today. Pay attention 
to what goes on around you, and 
be sure that you have all avail
able information. 

ARIES (March 21-April 
19) - You may be absorbing 
information at a rapid pace 
today, but you may not be 
channeling it into the proper 
mental compartments. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 
20) - You may want to tell 
others a little more about your
self than usual today in order 
to teach a valuable lesson you 

MAYBE I CAN GET 
MY DEPOSIT BACK 
ON THE TUXEDO .. 

learned only through experi
ence. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
- As soon as you find your
self saying things like "never" 
and "always," you'll discover 
that it is impossible for others 
to take you completely seri
ously. 

CANCER (June 21-July 
22) - Fact and fiction will 
both figure prominently 
throughout the day. You may 
not know one from the other 
at all times. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -
Keep looking forward today, 
and begin making a new set of 
plans that can start paying off 
before you know it. Unex
pected rewards are on the way. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
- Take care that you don't 
become so critical of others 
today that you prevent your
self from doing your own work 
to the best of your ability. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 22) 
- What are you waiting for? 
Make that move and you' 11 be 
surprised at the immediate re
wards! Today, impulsive ac
tion may actually be favored. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 
21) - You may find people 
gravitating toward you today 
as a result of your honest 
warmth and your willingness 
to listen. Keep it up! 

BUT 5~E'S JUST 
A LITTLE TOO 

POSSESSIVE! 

BREAK THE CHAINS THAT BIND YOU! FIND REAL LOVE WITH A CLASSIFIED AD! 

II CROSSWORD PUZZLER II 
ACROSS 

1 Lasting 
emotional 
injury 

5 Sales 
condition 
(2 wds.) 

9 Dawn 
goddess 

12 Othello's 
lieutenant· 

13 Tijuana treat 
14 Opp. of SSW 
15 Produces for 

public view 
17 Outcome 
19 Exploits 
21 Four to a car 
22 Hold back in 

uncertainty 
26 For example 

(Latin abbr.) 
27 Get up 
28 Auricle-
30 - Sumac 
33 K-N linkup 
34 Shoe-repair 

item 
37 Letter of the 

alphabet 

38 Type of 
cross 

40 Actor Gibson 
41 TV staple 
43 Behold! 
45 Word with 

League or 
Anthem 

4 7 Protein in 
muscle 
tissue 

50 Sow 
51 Barnum and 

53 Ruminant 
mammals 

57 On the-
(fleeing) 

58 Heart and -
60 Mr. Gingrich 
61 Spanish 

queen 
62 Washing 

vessels 
63 Seabird 

DOWN 

1 Kin to bro 
2 Feline · 
3 Moslem 

Answer to Previous Puzzle 
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commander 
4 Cunning 
5 "Dames-

6 A cont. 
7 Word with 

pick or pack 
8 Cushy 

9 Pep 
10 Formerly 
11 Gels 
16 High regard 
18 Shame! 
20 Pertaining to 

the stars 
22 Stop 
23 Ms. Bambeck 
24 Yes, in Spain . 
25 Sup 
29 Diverging 
31 Papa's wife 
32 Sea in Russia 
35 Ending with 

velvet 
36 Flammable 

gas 
39 Last syllable 

of word 
42 Article 
44 Castor-
46 Relates 
47 Competent 
48 Star of "The 

Godfather" 
49 Breeding 

place 
52 Second 

person 
54 Mal de-
55 Beard of 

grain 
56 Fem. holy 

person 
59 - 40 (music) 

H1dSp~TW by Dick Rogers 
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Opposite 
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oF 

Little ; 
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Dolphins need 
help for playoffs 
DA VIE, Fla. (AP)-Because of 
the peculiar AFC playoff picture. 
the Miami Dolphins' final regu
lar-season game Sunday probably 
will have no bearing on whether 
they earn a wild-card berth. 

Given the way they 're playing. 
that's just as well. The Dolphins 
(9-6) concluded a dismal Decem
ber by losing38-3 l Mondayrtight 
to the New York Jets. 

But despite defeats in five of 
the past seven games. Miami can 
sti II stagger into the playoffs if 
Seattle (9-6) loses Sunday to the 
Jets or if Kansas City (9-6) loses 
to Oakland. 

Both games probably will be 
finished by the time Miami takes 
the field at Washington. A win by 

Nets ... 
Continued from page 28 

Kevin Garnett led Minnesota 
with 16 points, and Malik Sealy 
and Terrell Brandon each had 14. 

Kings 114, Celtics 101 
In Sacramento. California, 

Chris Webber had 23 points, 11 
rebounds and six assists as Sacra
mento coach Rick Adelman 
posted his 400th career win. 

Predrag Stojakovic scored 19 
points for the Kings, who won con
secutive games for the first time in 
more than a month.Jason Williams 
had 15 points and seven assists and 
Vlade Divac added 13 points, seven 
rebounds and six assists. 

Tenorio . .. 
Continued from page 1 

Act or 1993. Legislators earlier 

made it a point that civil service 
employees who retire before Dec. 
15, 1999 will not be affected, even 
if the governor signs it on a later 
date. 

While legislators assured cur
rent retirement bonus recipients 
will not be affected once the bill 
is signed into law. the wordings 
of the bill did not actually 
specify this. thus creating am-

Fitial ... 

Cepeda (RJ, who failed to win a 
second term. raised S 13.356 and 
spent S25,607. 

House Minority Leader Dino 
M: Jones (DJ raised $9,930 and 
spent $15,752. 

Losing Independent candidate 
Justo S. Quitugua raised $9,422 
and spent $28,502. 

After Fitial, Luis M. Sablan, 
the losing Rota Democratic can
didate for the House of Represen
tative, spent the most among the 
House candidates-$46,769. 
Sablan raised S43,390. 

His. opponent, incumbent Re
publican Rep, Alejo Mendiola, 
raised$1 l,580andspent$19,400. 

Incumbent Senate President 

the Dolphins helps them only if 
Seattle or Kansas City ties its 
game. 

The Dolphins would edge the 
Seahawks and Chiefs in a 
tiebreaker for the AFC's final 
playoff berth by virtue of a better 
record against common oppo
nents. 

The situation leaves coach 
Jimmy Johnson with the challenge 
of motivating a slumping team 
for a game that looks meaning
less. 

··we need the win just for our 
own pride to get back on the win
ning track," Johnson said. "Right 
now it's a very fragile team con
fidence-wise." 

Johnson's own demeanor was 

Antoine Walker had 23 points 
and eight rebounds to lead the 
Celtics, who lost their 11th straight 
road game. 

Raptors 100, Rockets 99 
In Houston, Vince Carter 

· showed Houston why he's the 
leading All-Star votegetter, hit
ting two crucial late free-throws 
and finishing with 35 points in 
Toronto's win. 

CarterthrilledtheHoustoncrowd 
with a half-dozen highlight-film 
baskets, but it was two foul shots 
with six seconds left that lifted the 
Raptors to a_ 100-96 lead, which 
they needed when Bryce Drew hit 
a buzzer-beating 3-pointer. 

Alvin Williams added 17 for 
Toronto. Former Raptor Carlos 

biguities. 
The House passed the bill in 

January this year. 
NMI Retirement Fund Ad

ministrator Juan S. Torres lob
bied to the Senate for the pas
sage of the bill, while Prior Ser
vice Trust Fund Administrator 
Jerold F. Facey wrote a letter to 
the governor calling for the 
-scrapping of the said bonus, 
among other "luxurious" retire
ment privileges. 

Torres said the government 
needs to eliminate the early re
tirement bonus in order to main-

Paul A. Manglona CR-Rota). who 
won an unprecedented founh term 
in a landslide, raised $50,900 and 
spent $54,400. 

His opponent, the Democrat 
Glenn H. Manglona, raised $500 
and spent $700. 

On Tinian, incumbent Demo
cratic Sen. David M. Cing raised 
$48,234-which included a 
$5,000 d9nation from Gov. Pedro 
P-. Tenorio and CNMI First Lady 
Sophie P. Tenorio-and spent 
$32,728. 

As of yesterday, Cing's oppo
nent, Jose A. Hocog, had not sub
mitted his financial statement. 

SuperiorCourtAssociateJudge 
Timothy H. Bellas, who failed to 
get another six-year term, raised 
$359 and spent $999. 

Among all the candidates, 
Canice K. Taitano neither ac
cepted contributions nor spent 

grim Tuesday, and he admitted 
that the season has taken a to II on 
him. 

The \ate-season losses and 
clashes between Johnson and 
quarterback Dan Marino have 
fueled speculation that both might 
soon retire. 

Neither has offered a clue as to 
what he intends to do, although 
Marino walked off the field Mon
day night with a wave to the stands. 

Goodbye, Miami? Not neces
sarily. ''My kids asked me to wave 
to them after the game," he ex
plained. The 38-year-old Marino 
struggled through the latest in a 
series of erratic performances, 
throwing three touchdown passes 
but also two costly interceptions. 

Rogers, who scored 12 of 
Houston's first 13 points before 
missing about eight minutes with 
a left eye injury, finished with 19. 

Nuggets 128, Clippers 105 
In Denver, Antonio McDyess 

had 22 points and five assists 
and Raef LaFrentz added 20 
points and 11 rebounds as Den
ver won its fifth consecutive 
home game. 

Ron Mercer had 20 points and 
Nick Van Exel got his •ourth 
straight double-double with 13 
points and 13 assists for the Nug
gets, who are 12-3 at home. 

Maurice Taylor had a career
high 30 points and six rebounds 
for the Clippers, who had won 
three straight. -

tain the financial stability of both 
the pension system and the gov
ernment. 

"We want to get away with 
that generosity; we are trying to 
save money for both the gov
ernment and the Fund so we are 
pushing for the 30 percent bo
nus' elimination," Torres said. 

Meanwhile, Facey said the re
tirement system ne.:ds to elimi
nate "freebies" and adopt sane 
benefit provisions rather than 
continue to absorb a greater 
portion of precious taxpayers' 
dollars. 

money on his campaign for a 
Saipan Municipal Council seat. 

. He lost. 
The law states that each candi

date has to submit a detailed fi
nancial statement to the board 
within 50 days after the election. 
The statement, in addition, must 
show the names and contributions 
of supporters who donated over 
$100, as well as the details of 
campaign spending. 

The law imposes a fine of not 
more than $500 or a jail term of 
not more than 60 days on candi
dates who are convicted of violat
ing the disclosure requirement. 

The Board of Elections execu
tive director said the deadline for 
submission was on Dec. 27. 

"We're still accepting state
ments, but we've to inform the 
Attorney General's Office about 
the late submissions," he said. 

Tiger . .. 
Continued from page 28 

million worldwide. 
Perhaps the best statement of 

his supremacy is this: Woods won 
more PGA Tour events in the final 
five months of the season (6) than 
any other player won in an entire 
season this decade. On Monday, 
Woods was named The Associ
ated Press Male Athlete of the Year 
in a close vote over Lance 
Armstrong. 

"It's great to be selected, very 
humbling to be part of that," said 
Woods, who won the award for the 
second time in three years. "A lot 
of great athletes have won this 
award." Woods received 29 first
place. votes and 144 points from 
AP membernewspapers and broad
cast outlets. 

Armstrong, who overcame tes
ticular cancer to win the Tour de 
France, had 31 first-place votes 
and finished with 130 points. Cy 

De La ... 
Continued from page 28 

De La Hoya has denied the ac
cusation, but he and his brother, 
Joel, are being sued. The lawsuit 
seeks monetary damages for rape, 
false imprisonment, sexual bat
tery and ass au It. 

De La Hoya has lost only once 
in 32 fights, and 25 of the victo
ries were by knockout. He is 
scheduled to fight Derrell Coley 
in a 12-round bout on Feb. 26 in 
New York. 

The boxer is engaged to Shanna 
Moak.ler, an actress on the USA 
Network's "Pacific Blue" series. 
Theirdaughter,AtianaCeciliaDe 
La Hoya, was born in March. 

De La Hoya, a native of East 
Los Angeles, also has a 1-year
old son, Jacob, by another woman. 

Young award winner Pedro 
Martinez of the Boston Red Sox 
finished third with 45 points, fol
lowed by John Elway and Heisman 
Trophy winner Ron Dayne. 

Rounding out the top JO were: 
Andre Agassi, Tim Duncan, Payne 
Stewart, Sammy Sosa and quarter
backs Peyton Manning and Kurt 
Warner, who tied for 10th. 

The U.S. women's World Cup 
soccer team was named the AP 
Female Athletes of the Year last 
week and also won for story of the 
year. 

Woods became only the seventh 
man-and second golfer- towinAP 
Athlete of the Year twice since it 
began in 1931. 

The others were Don Budge, 
Byron Nelson, Sandy Kou fax, Carl 
Lewis, Joe Montana and Michael 
Jordan. 
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compliant, there are contingency 
plans in place," Parsky_ told re
porters during a press conference. 

In a courtesy call with Gov. Pedro 
P. Tenorio yesterday morning, 
Parsky, along with OIA field rep
resentative Jeff Schorr and OIA 
Y2K site manager Keith 
Aughenbaugh, also made a pitch 
on the importance of putting up a 
Y2K command center in the region 
as the CNMI and Guam are 15 
hours earlier than the U.S. main
land to experience the Y2K rollover. 

Parsky pointed out the federal 
government is very much inter
ested in monitoring the CNMI 
and Guam, not only to help other 
states cope with the Y2K rollover 
but to assist the insularareas when 
problems arise. 

"$23 million went to the terri
tories (in the region) to help with 
the Y2K remediation. We have 
site managers in territories to en
sure the (Y2K) fixes are done," 
Parsky said. 

The OIA official also said the 
CNMI and Guam's civil defense 
teams have been doing their work 
well. 

"Ourcommunities here are bet
ter prepared than other communi
ties across the country. We used 
to respond to natural disasters, we 
used to not having power, water 
and those are the types of incon-

veniences all the expects are say
ing we should be prepared to see 
after the Y2K rollover," said 
Parsky. 

The Y2K reporting to Wash
ington will begin before the 
rollover and will continue an hour 
after, and on through the follow
ing week. He also said a lot of 
Y2K-related problems may not 
be readily seen until Monday af
ter the rollover as several govern
ment agencies and private firms 
open their offices. 

"It's kind of good that we have 
the initial imp;ct of Y2K on a 
weekend," added Parsky as he 
reminded the community not to 
panic and fearful of human-in
duced Y2K phenomenon. 

He also said the information 
that wi 11 be gathered through the 
reporting system will also be 
screened whether they are Y2K
related or not. 

The OIA is also working closely 
with Power 99 FM radio station 
on Saipan to monitor "on air" 
Y2K-related developments dur
ing the rollover period, staiting 
from IO p.m. on Dec. 31 until 2 
a.m. on Jan. I, 2000. 

The Y2K bug threatens sys
tems 'run by old computer pro
grams which will interpret the 
Year 2000 as 1900, which has the 
same last two digits. 

l 
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Miami Heat gets new home 
MIAMl(AP)-Fansinthecheap 
seats at the Miami Heat's new 
arena have the best view of all. 
They can walk across the con
course to an outdoor balcony, 
where the breathtaking vista in
cludes the downtown skyline, 
Biscayne Bay and Miami Beach. 

The view inside isn't bad, ei
ther. American Airlines Arena is 
everything the Heat's old home 
wasn't - big, plush and state-of
the-art. 

The $215 million, 19,600-seat 
bay-front arena opens New Year's 
Eve with a Gloria Estefan con
cert. 

The Heat will debut there Sun
day against the Orlando Magic. 
Visible from the entrance is Mi
ami Arena, just four blocks away 
and 12 years old. 

But Miami Arena was built on 
a tight budget, and the Heat have 
long argued that they need a more 
modem home to compete finan
cially with theNBA'smajor-mar
ket teams. Franchise revenue will 
more than double in the new arena, 
said Jay Cross, Heat president of 
business operations. 

Last season, the Heat lost 
money, Cross said, but he de
clined to specify how much. "The 
business today is pretty sophisti
cated," he said. "You have to be 
able to generate revenue and a 
total entertainment experience for 
the patron. 

The new arena makes us one of 
the elite teams in the NBA, we 
hope." Among those smitten with 
the new arena is Florida Marlins 

Miami Heat center Alonzo Mourning scores against the Minnesota Timberwolves Tuesday during their final 
NBA game at Miami Arena. The Heat will play their first game at the new American Airlines Arena on January 
2 against the Orlando Magic. REUTERS 

owner John Henry. 
He bought a courtside Heat box . 

for $500,000 per year and wants 
to build a waterfront ballpark next 
to the arena. 

A performing arts center and 
restaurants owned by Estefan and 
Jimmy Buffett are planned nearby. 
"We hope the arena will be a real 
jump-start for downtown devel
opment," Heat owner Micky 
Arison said. 

"The whole area is ripe for de
velopment, and the arena is the 
first piece of the puzzle to make 
this the No. I destination in all of 
Florida." 

The arena will also be used for 
ice shows, gymnastics, wrestling, 
rodeos, conventions and seminars, 
and it will be home to Miami's 
new WNBA team, which begins 
play in May. The Heat's final 
game at Miami Arena was Tues-

day night against Minnesota. 
The arena will remain the home 

of the Miami Hurricanes' men's 
basketball team through at least 
the 2001-02 season and will be 
used for the circus, religious fes
tivals and community events such 
as graduation ceremonies. 

Not everyone is thrilled with 
the new arena, the third built in 
South Florida since 1988. Miami 
attorney Dan Paul opposed the 

project before v_oters approved it 
in a 1996 referendum, and he 
doesn't like the final result. 

"They have built a Chinese wall 
that separates the public from the 
water," he said. Paul also argues 
that taxpayers paid too much. 

The Heat secured $185 million 
in financing through the bond 
market. But Miami-Dade County 
donated the land. worth about $35 
mi Ilion, and over the next 30 years 
will pay $6.4 million annually in 
hotel taxes foroperation and main
tenance. 

"It's a fairly good deal as far as 
public financing of an arena, de
spite what Dan Paul would think.'' 
said Bill Johnson, senior assistant 
to the county manager. The arena 
will seat 19,600 for select games, 
with 3,000tickets selling atjust$5. 

For other games, capacity will 
be 16,500. The Heat offer an ar
ray ofluxury-seat packages, from 
the courtside boxes preferred by 
Henry to loge seats at$ I 0,000 per 
year. Large glass panels make the 
entrance distinctive, and snaky 
steel tubes connect the overhead 
scoreboard panels to create an 
unusual look. 

But Cross says the surrounding 
area - visible from an open-air 
plaza and more· than two dozen 
balconies - is what makes tlie arena 
unique. 

'The combination of climate 
and location separate us,·· he said. 
"Being on the water in a tropical 
city allows for an indoor-outdoor 
building with spectacular views 
unlike any building anywhere." 

Golfs scorecard for year 1999: An unforgettable year 
(AP)- Payne Stewart thrust 
his fist into the air after win
ning the U.S. Open with a 
15-foot ( 4.5-meter) putt on 
the 72nd hole. Moments 
later, he cradled the trophy· 
like a first-time father hold
ing a newborn. 

Those are two lasting im
ages in an unforgettable year 
of golf. 

Sadly, two other images 
cannot be abandoned - the 
flowers and notes that piled 
up in his parking spot at the 
Tour Championship in the 
days after Stewart died in a 
plane crash, and the lone 
bagpiper walking down a 
foggy fairway after his me
morial service in Houston. 

Go ahead and call this the 
greatest year in golf, because 
there is much evidence to 
support the argument -
from David Duval's final
round 59 to a Grand Slam of 
great theater in the majors, 
from a high-charged come
back in the Ryder Cup to 
Tiger Woods and the most 
dominant stretch of golf in 
46 years. 

Other years may have held 
greater feats, such as Bobby 
Jones winning the Grand 
Slam in 1930 or Ben Hogan 
winning the only three ma
jors he played in 1953. 

No other year, however, had 
so many riveting stories. The 
2000 season on the PGA Tour, 
or any season in the 21st cen
tury, will have a tough time 
topping this one. 

In one respect, that wouldn't 
be such a bad thing. We can 
certainly do without the 
agony. 

Clearly, nothing inside the 
ropes even approaches the loss 
of Stewart, a man whom Paul 
Azinger aptly referred to in 
his eulogy as "the life of ev
ery party." Few players today 
embody the spirit of golf as 
Stewart did. 

Likewise, no one can replace 
the generosity of Winnie 
Palmer or the charm of Gene 
Sarazen. Golf had too many 
funerals this year. But the year 
on the course also had its share 
of moments we can do with
out. 

Jose Maria Olazabal tugged 
at every heart when he cried 
after winning the Masters. 
Two years after fearing he 
might never walk again, he 
marched triumphantly toward 
the 18th green at Augusta Na
tional, an uphill climb like no 
other. 

But at whose expense? 
No one deserves a green 

jacket more than Greg 
Norman. Instead, he brought 

Payne Stewart 

us to the edge of our seats 
with that eagle putt on No. 13, 
only to follow with back-to
back bogeys to let another 
Masters slip away. 

As always, Norman was gra
cious in defeat, which may be 
his legacy in American ma
jors. Still, no one wants to see 
him suffer again, especially at 
Augusta. 

Stewart's victory at 
Pinehurst No. 2 came one year 
after he lost a four-stroke lead 
at Olympic Club, known as 
the "'graveyard of champions" 
because Hogan, Arnold 

Palmer and Tom Watson never 
won another major after fail
ing there. 

Just as significant as 
Stewart's putter was Phil 
Mickelson's pager, and his 
pledge to walk off the course 
if it beeped - the signal that 
his wife had gone into labor 
with their first child. 

Amanda Brynn was born the 
next morning, during what 
would have been a playoff had 
Stewart missed that 15-foot 
(4.5-m<:ter) par pull. 
Mickelson cradled a prize far 
more valuable, but he still had 
to deal with criticism as the 
best American without a ma
jor. 

Enough. Mickelson is only 
29. Stewart didn't win his first 
major until after he turned 30. 
Neither did Nick Faldo, Curtis 
Strange, Fred Couples or 
Davis Love III. Or Ben Hogan, 
for that matter. 

Paul Lawrie answered the 
toughest test of the year with 
the greatest comeback in ma
jor championship history -
IO strokes at Carnoustie to win 
the British Open in a three
way playoff. But we had to 
suffer with Jean Van de Ve Ide 
as he stood knee-deep in an 
overgrown gutter known as 
Barry Burn. 

Despite the horrific collapse 

on the 72nd hole, the French
man kept his sense of humor 
nnd kept the gt1me in per

spective. That won't erase 
his infamy. 

Give us more of Tiger 
Woods .. who won the last 
four tournaments of the year 
and made us wonder if Byron 
Nelson's I I -tournament 
winning streak was truly un
touchable. Give us less of 
the crass behavior that tends 
to follow him. whether it was 
the gun-toting fan in Phoe
nix, the nasty slurs al 
Medinah and the cheers for 
his misfortune on the 17th at 
Valderrama. 

Ben Crenshaw's wink and 
his "good feeling about this" 
was a keeper, and so was 
Justin Leonard's 45-foot 
( 13.5-meter) putt on the 17th 
green at The Country Club. 

But the greatest comeback 
in Ryder Cup history came 
with a price - boorish be
havior by the Boston gallery, 
and poor sportsmanship by 
American players and their 
wives who charged across 
the green when Olazabal still 
had a putt to tie. 

Here's hoping 2000 brings 
more great comebacks and 
great champions, and a lot 
less of the memories we 
would just as soon forget. 
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SPORTS 
Stol rules RGXs 
Ace of Aces event 
JESS Stal played well within his 
handicap cushion and scored a gross 
of 79 for a net score of 67 to take 
home the Refaluwasch Golf Asso
ciation Cup for the 1999 season. 

RGA held· its Ace of Aces 
Championship tournament last 
Saturday at the Laolao Bay Re
sort. 

It was the game to determine 
the one member player who could 
swing himself, handicap and all 
and not allow his mistakes to ex
ceed what his handicap covers. 

For the win, Stal walked away 
with a cash prize plus free mem
bership and a paid registration fee 
in a major tournament of his 
choice. 

Just a single stroke behind was 
Joe De ma pan who twice went out 
of bounds from the tee box. 

He, however, still managed to 
hold it together the rest of the way 
to finish with a gross score of 79 
which netted him a 68 and the 

second place prize. 
Matching Joe's gross score of 

77 is Serafin Pobblo who's 8-
handicap netted him a 68 and the 
third place finish. 

Probably the biggest surprise . 
for the year is Joe Mafnas's win
ning the low net score for the 
season, especially since he 
couldn't break 90 in the last two 
tournaments. 

A special seniors award went to 
Tony Taitano. 

Two monthly aces did not show 
up for the final event. 

R.G.A. members are informed 
that the qualifying round for the 
January Ace will be held at 6:30 
a.m. on Friday, December 31, 
1999 at the Country Club. 

Reservations are available for 
16 players. . 

Members are reminded to sub
mit their membership fees of $50. 

This fee covers membership 
from January to December. 

Tiger Woods is 1999· 
m·ale athlete of year 

Tiger Woods 

(AP) - The next time Tiger 
Woods says that he only plays. 
to win, pay close attention. Af
terworking fornearly 18 months 
to get comfortable with his new 
swing, Woods unleashed one of 
the most dominant golf seasons 
in the second half of the 20th 
century and left his peers won
dering how much better he can 
get. He won nine of his last 13 
tournaments and earned $7.6 

Continued on page 20 

Nets win eighth 
straight at. hom.e 
EAST RUTHERFORD, New 
Jersey (AP) - Make it eight 
straight home victories for the 
New Jersey Nets, who showed 
the New York Knicks - the 
last visiting team to win at the 
Meadowlands-just how much 

, things have changed in 3 { · 
IJ weeks. 
~ Kendall Gill scored 23 points, 
~ Kerry Kittles had 21, Stephan 

Marbury had 16 points and 13 
.· assists and Jamie Feick grabbed 
· 17 rebounds as the Nets beatthe 

Knicks 89-83 for their ninth 
victory in 12 games. 

Eight of those victories have 
come at home, where the Nets 

. haven't lost since Dec. 4 - a 
~

1
~ 10-p·oint defeat to the Knicks 
j that dropped New Jersey's 
'; record to an abysmal 2-15. 
.J John Wallace had 20 points 
[j and Allan Houston 19 for the 
A Knicks, whowerewithoutthree 
~ key players: Marcus Camby 
!i (sprained ankle), Kurt Thomas 
[j (NBA suspension) and Charlie 
fl Ward (flu). · 
'< fl Heat 89, Timberwolves 78 
fj In Miami, Alonzo Mourning 

11 had 30 points and 13 rebounds 
l; as the Heat closed out their stay 
Jj at Miami Arena with a win over 
il Minnesota. 
~ The Heat had played all of d 
i, their home games at Miami 
tj Arena beginning with theirex
ti pansion season in 1988-89. 
:·j They move into the $212 mil- NewYorkKnicksforwardlarryJohnson(right)triestogetaroundthe 
i
1

· IionAmericanAirlinesArenaon defense of New Jersey Nets forward Johnny Newman during the ii 
f 

" 
!; Sunday against Orlando. second quarter o their NBA garne at Meadowlands'Arena in East r 

f· Continued on page 26 Rutherford New Jersey, Tuesday. REUTERS 
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De La Hoya _accused 
in another rape case 
LOS ANGELES (AP) -
Former welterweight champion 
Oscar De La Hoya has been ac
cused of rape again. 

His lawyer, Robert Chapman, 
denies the claims. 

The complaint is being inves
tigated, said Officer Charles 
Rodriguez, a police spokesman. 
No details were released. 

Chapman said the accusations 
are nothing but an attempt to 
embarrass De La Hoya because 
the boxer called police to kick 

Oscar De La Hoya 

three people out of his house on false stories," he said. 
Sunday. One of the three filed In October, a woman, now 
the complaint, the lawyer said in 18, claimed the boxer raped her 
a statement. at a hotel in Cabo San Lucas. 

San Francisco 49e,:s wide r_eceiver Jerry Rice tackles Washington Redskins safety Matt Stevens after 
Stevens caught an interception thrown by 49ers Jeff Garcia in San Francisco Sunday. AP 

"Unfortunately,celebritiesare Mexic~,s\',(f.l,en she was 15. 
often the subject of these sorts of t~c-t·~-~--------- -
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