
By Haidee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

THE ADMINISTRATION yes
terday assured all emergency re
sponse systems and agencies are 
prepared to respond to any pos
sible Y2K bug-related problems 
that may arise during the Year 
2000 rollover. 

At the same time, the govern
ment reminded residents not to 
panic in case unexpected situa
tions pop up. 

Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio, as well 
as the Emergency Management 
Office (EMO) and the CNMI Y2K 
Task Force, said no major system 
disruptions like power and water 
supplies are foreseen, based on 
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preparations and assessment 
made, but that local contingency 
plans are in place in case emer
gency situations arise. 

"We are prepared for the Y2K. 
The EMO and the Y2K Task Force 
are monitoring that. I advise the 
publicnotto be worried," the gov
ernor told Variety. 

The government places the criti
cal rollover hours from 10 to
night, Dec. 31, 1999 to 6 a.m. 
tomorrow, Jan. 1, 2000. 

During this period, the govern
ment will activate an Emergency 
Operations Center (EOC) at EMO 
where representatives from every 
government department and 
agency identified as mission-criti-

Pedro P. Tenorio 

cal are required to report to assist 
in Y2K-related incidents. 

The CNMI, together with ,, 

Guam, will be the first U.S. insu
lar area to experience the Y2K 
rollover due to international date 
line. It is 15 hours advanced than 
any other states in the U.S. main
land. A Y2K command center in 
Guam has been put up to also 
facilitate Y2K-related matters. 

Bob Webb, Y2K Task Force 
chairman·, reiterated the mission
critical systems' Y2K readiness. 

"We are ready. Everything 
looks good,'.' said Webb who is 
also the governor's special assis
tant for telecommunications. 

EMO Director Gregorio Deleon 
Guerrero, meanwhile, said Y2K
related reports have already been 
sent to the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) 
since Wednesday morning in line 

Continued on page 46 

Bribery indictments stun NMI in '99 

The year the Republicans' 
grip on. power weakened 
Variety News Staff 

THE YEAR 1999 may well be 
remembered as the year when 
the CNMI Republican Party saw 
its hold on power weakening. 

By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

THE BRIBERY case involving 
then Tinian Sen. Herman M. 
Manglona could arguably be the 

biggest 
shocker of the 
year, as it 
stunned the 
CNMI com
munity and 
heightened 
concerns over 
the conduct of 

some elected officials. 
Manglona's subsequent resig

nation from the Senate and his 
. two year sentence made 1999 a 

banner year of sorts for the Fed
eral Bureau of Investigation and 
FBI-CNMI Task Force in their 
extensive probe into kickbacks 
and questionable business deals 
involvingformerandcurrentpoli
ticians as well as prominent busi
nessmen. 

Manglona entered a guilty plea 
on charges he accepted bribes 

when he was the island's mayor 
and tried to influence a grand 
juror to push for a vote against 
his indictment 

Manglona' s case ended one 
of the CNMI's most successful 
political careers. He was subse
quently sentenced to two years' 
imprisonment. 

Also involved in Manglona 's 
case were Saipan businessmen 
Jesus S. Sablan and Tito Sablan. 
Both pleaded guilty and are 

Continued on page 10 

Bombarded with federal take
over threats 
from Wash
ington, D.C .. 
and faced 
with an eco
nomic slump 
at the home 
front, the Re
publican ad

mm1stration and Legislature 
stuck to their much ballyhooed 
austerity measures and labor and 
immigration reform efforts. 

But recent reports from the 
Office of the Public Auditor and 
documents obtained from the 
administration through the Free-

··--:-._::----···-·.-· ... __ - __ ·-- _·-------- - ···--· 

Ramon S. Guerrero 

dom of Information Act showed 
that, despite the austerity mea
sures, the government overspent 
in fiscal year 1998, paid over $3 
million in travel and some 
$800,000 in vehicles. 

The labor and immigration 
reforms, for their part, failed to 

Continued on page 46 

Ship leaves France, heads for i 

Japan carrying nuclear waste: 
PARIS (Pacnews) - A ship 
carrying I 04 containers of re
processed nuclear waste has left 
the northern French port of 
Cherbourg, bound for Japan. 

The Pacific Swan is return
ing Japanese waste which has 
been treated at the French 
nuclear reprocessing plant at 
[ '11 Uao11p nP!;lr rhPrhn11rc 

and largest nuclear cargo to : 
make the journey since 1995. · 

It said the ship's route to Ja- i 
pan will not be revealed for •• 
three days as such vessels have • 
been the target of protests from 
environmental groups. 

About two weeks ago the 
Japanese Industry Ministry's 
(MITI) decided to postpone fu-
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Y2K bug triggers 
credit card snafu 
LONDON (AP) -A Y2K-trig
gered failure in credit card swipe 
machines caused frustrating de
lays for thousands of retailer~ and 
customers trying to ring up pur
chases across Britain on Wednes
day. 

The machines, manufactured by 
Racal Electronics and supplied 
by HSBC. one ofBritain 's largest 
four banks, improperly rejected 
credit cards because of a failure to 
recognize the year 2000, a bank 
spokeswoman said. 

The Y2K glitch appeared to be 
the most serious to come to light 
in the days leading up to the new 
century. 

Retailers claimed they have so 
far lost $5 million in sales due to 
the probl~m. and are reportedly 
threatening to bring a class action 
lawsuit against the bank. 

Linda Stryker, a public rela
tions executive for HSBC in the 
United States, said the error should 
not hit any U.S. credit card swip
ing machines. She said it was spe
cific to software used in machines 
in Britain. 

The problem started Tuesday 
when merchants tried to swipe 
Mastercard and Visa cards 
through some 20,000 machines 
and found they were improperly 
rejected, said HSBC's London 
spokeswoman Nicolette Dawson. 

Lines grew as retailers were 
forced t; telephone for further 
authorization. Some merchants 
resorted to bringing out old 
manual machines, which pro
duced a carbon copy of the trans
action. 

The glitch occurred because 
some of the bank's new swipe 
card terminals are programmed 
to look ahead four working days 
in processing merchant transac
tions to ensure they are registered 
within that time period. 

When the machines compared 
Dec. 28, 1999 with Jan. 1, 2000 
they failed to function because 
they read the date as Jan. 1, 1900, 
said Dawson. 

"The problem was with the ter
minals not the cards," said 
Dawson. She said the problem 
was expected to disappear by Jan. 
I because the terminals would be 
comparing Jan. I, 2000 with Jan. 
5, 2000- both in the same year. 

Small retailers were supplied 
with the new swipe machines sev
eral months ago and were the 
worst hit by the bug, said Dawson. 

On Wednesday, they vowed to 
sue HSBC after watching their 
customers take their business to 
the big retailers who used differ
ent technology, according to a 
story in The Times newspaper. 

"This is the last thing small 

businesses need when you are tak
ing on big battalions during the 
sales period,·· Stephen Alambritis, 
spokesman for the Federation of 
Small Business, told The Times. 

Of the 20,000 machines, 14,000 
are supplied by HSBC and 6,000 
by other banks. The software prob
lem is limited to UK machines, 
said Stryker, the U.S. spokes
woman. 

Racal Electronics was unable 
to explain how the malfunction 
was missed when the company 
went over its plans for the year 
2000date change. A Racal spokes
man said the problem would af
fect a maximum of2 percent of all 
retail outlets in the UK which 
accept credit cards. 

Britain had beenhitby another, 
though less serious problem. In 
August, thousandsofLondonresi
dents lost power for days after the 
city's main utility distributed 
faulty smart cards designed to be 
year-2000 ready. The microchip
embedded cards caused custom
ers' electric meters to shut down 
until they could be manually re
paired. 

The so-called Y2K bug stems 
from programming that expressed 
years in two digits. Left uncor
rected, the bug causes computers 
and microcircuits to mistake the 
year 2000 for I 900. 

WORLD/NATION 

News _Briefs· . 
US, Canada to meet 
on border security 

VANCOUVER (Reuters) - Canadian and U.S. law enforcement 
officials met yesterday to discuss border security.amid fears of a plot 
to smuggle bomb-making material from Canada into the United 
States, an official said. 

The meeting in Washington included FBI Director Louis Freeh, a 
senior representative of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) 
and the head of the Canadian Security Intelligence Service (CSIS), a 
RCMP official said. 

The officials discussed the issue of security along the unguarded 
border, which has come under scrutiny after the arrest on Dec. 14 of 
a man attempting to enter the United States from Canada with 
bombing-making materials. 

"It was a follow-up to discussions between U.S. Attorney General 
Janet Reno and the Solicitor General of Canada Lawrence MacAulay," 
said RCMP spokesman Corp. Stephane Bonin. 

Taiwan's new China policy blamed 
for strained relations with US 

TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP)-Taiwan-U.S. relations have suffered because 
of a change in Taiwan's policy with longtime rival China, the Taiwanese 
representative to Washington was quoted Thursday as saying in a rare 
admission about ties with this island's most important ally. 

The official, Stephen Chen, also said that Washington does not 
support a recent suggestion by Vice President Lien Chan that Taiwan 
develop long-range ballistic missiles, the China Times reported. 

Some analysts have said the weapons could provoke China or start 
a new arms race. 

Taiwan has Jong regarded the United States to be its most reliable 
ally if China's larger military decides to attack this island, about 150 
kilometers (90 miles) off the mainland's eastern coast. China and 
Taiwan split amid civil war in 1949, and Beijing has threatened to use 
force to reunify the two sides. 

Speaking to Taiwanese lawmakers Wednesday, Chen said Presi
dent Lee Teng-hui hurt the trust between Taiwan and the United 
States when, without informing Washington, he announced last 
summer that Taiwan was redefining its relations with the mainland, 
the newspaper said. 
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Saipar1 airport on alert 
By Haidee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

AIRPORT security is currently 
more tightened than usual in 
Saipan and in any other U.S. states 
and territories for possible terror
ist activities following a recent 
circular issued by the Federal 
Aviation Administration, it was 
learned yesterday. 

The "Civil Aviation Security 
Information Circular" dated Dec. 
23, 1999 mandates all airport se-

curity personnel to be on high 
degree of alertness. 

Airport security Level III is 
presently in place. 

"It is basically to guard states 
and territories against the possibil
ity of any terrorist-related activi
ties," said Travis Coffman, public 
information officer of the Com
monwealth PortsAuthority (CPA). 

Despite the heightened airport 
alert, CPA said this is something 
that resident and visitors alike 

should not be too worried about. 
"We are taking precautions but 

this shou Id not be cause for alarm. 
We are used to this kind of 
circulars and security checkpoints. 
Level III hasn't changed," said 
the CPA PIO. 

The highest level of alert is 
Level 4, where direct threats to 
airports are detected. 

Earlier aviation circulars put
ting a Level ill alert on the Saipan 
International Airport were also 
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PILLOWS FOR PATIENTS. Health Sec. Joseph Villagomez (3rd from left) accepts 74 pillows donated to 
CHG by the CNMI-Belau Women's Club 2000 led by its president Amalia Elidchedong (extreme right). Also 
in photo are Deputy Sec. Ned Arriola (2nd from left) and members of the women's group. 

Photo by Haldee V. Eugenio 

Lif oifoi eyed as trustee in Hillblom 
By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

FORMER House Speaker Jose R. 
Lifoifoi has been eyed as among 
the possible local Trustees to be 
charged for the immediate liqui
dation of the remaining assets of 
the late businessman Larry 
Hillblom. 

Robert Julian, counsel for 
Hillblom 's Charitable Trust, said 
Lifoifoi, a known Hillblom' s best 
friend and business advisor, is the 
right person who could e_asily and 
properly disposed the remaining 
Hillblom assets. · 

"We need someone who brings 
peace. We should make peace and 
no more side shows. We need a 
man who is respected and could 
stop the fighting. With Lifoifoi as 
one of the Trustees, things are 
going to work rapidly," said Julian 
at yesterday's hearing in the Su
perior Court. 

'Jose R. Lifoifoi 

the former speaker is the most 
knowledgeable pers.on particu
larly about the multimillion-dol
lar worth of Hillblom projects in 
Vietnam which is among the prop
erties to be sold and distributed to 
Hillblom 's four kids and the Trust. 

Julian also mentioned about 
Hillblom estate special adminis
trator Diego Mendiola as among 
the appropriate persons to assume 

the Trustees position. 
Barry Israel, one of the attor

neys representing Hillblom' s son, 
Junior Larry Hillbroom, agreed 
that Lifoifoi and Mendiola should 
be tapped as among the Trustees 
for "efficiency purposes." 

"We (lawyers among the par
ties) tried (settlement) but can't 
agree ... we can't even agree what 
10 days means ... there has to be 
some kind of leadership," said 
Israel, adding that with Lifoifoi 
the assets could be quickly and 
appropriately disposed and di
vided. 

Court records indicated that for 
Hillblom, Lifoifoi was a liaison 
with business leaders, commu
nity leaders, and politicians. He 
would call on other leaders to 
organize meetings with Hillblom. 

As of press time, the lawyers 
were still discussing the liquidat
ing trustees' issue before Judge 
Pro Tern Alexandro C. Castro. 

The lawyer also mentioned that 

AGO ordered: Return· woman~.s travel papers 
By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

TI-IE SUPERIOR Court has or
dered the Attorney General's Of
fice to return the passport and 
travel documents of a woman who 
reported she was robbed at knife 
point on Tinian but instead was 
allegedly arrested for the crime. 

Associate Judge Timothy H. 
Bellas asked the government to 
give back to Arlene Liban her 
travel papers which are in the 
possession of the Department of 

Public Safety. 
Bellas issued such order citing 

that the government's motion to 
dismiss having been sustained and 
the case was being dropped. 

Assistant Public Defender Dou
glas W. Hartig earlier claimed 
that Li ban was arrested and ques
tioned by a police officer last Feb. 
3 over a theft case. 

Hartig argued that Li ban's state
ments made during the interview 
with the officer should be sup
pressed on the ground that she 

was not informed of her right to 
contact the Philippine Consulate 
as required under the Vienna 
Convention. 

The AGO responded that the DPS 
reports show that last Feb. I Llban 
contacted DPS Tinian and com
plained that she was robbed at knife 
point at the Tinian Mobil Station. 

The AGO said a police officer 
informed Liban that she was not 
being arrested for any charges 
and that any statements she made 
could be used against her in court. 

issued in neighboring Guam and 
other U.S. insular areas and terri
tories after Osama bin Laden al
legedly bombed two U.S. Embas
sies in Africa. 

The Guam International Airport 
Authority (GIAA) said security 
Level ill was not put in place to 
follow other airports across the 
country or a recent FAA alert to 
travelling Americans to avoid large 
holiday gatherings or millennial 
celebrations, but on a general alert 

By HaideeV.Eugenio 
.. VarietyNews sraff .·· 
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the award of the new power 
phmt, ''CUC Executive Director 

.• T!fnc)tlltKVilla.go111e,zFarlier .... 
tolg the medi~, fi.nally.breaking 
his silt:nce on the issue. . · 

B~t whllC sfatirig . on record 
that alle~ations · of attempts to 
bribe cert~ cue officials to 
award thecontracttoMarubeni
Sithe is ''news'' to him, he said 
the matter has been forwarded 
to the Attorney General's Of
fice due to the nature of the 
allegations. 

cue also welcomed the 
planned legislative investigation 
on the project to erase doubts 
over the integrity of the bidding 
process. 

While the cue board is about 
to rectify its '"tainted image" and 
is only weeks away from an
nouncing who among the bid
ders will get the contract, board 
member Benjamin Sablan has 
been charged in federal court for 
allegedly soliciting and accept
ing bribe~ from a business
woman in connection with the 
hiring of some alien workers for 
cue. 

The "noise'' does not stop 
there. 

Cl)C scrapped the four-year 
old water desalination plant's 
request for proposal in March 

for terrorist activities. 
GIAA Director Gerry Yingling 

said the airport has been operat
ing at Level hr for about a year 
after Osama bin Laden's case. 

HeaddedthattherecentFM warn
ing is also associated with the terrorist 
attack in Africa The warning was 
issued after Jordanian authorities ar
rested 13 people suspected of being 
members of the bin Laden organiza
tion planning attacks against Ameri
cans and Israelis. 
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Ju¥\$.'.l?r1a. Cruz.resigned ,as 
. cµainnan of mr <::vc ?oar<lof 

••••• lastJurieafter serving the agency 
for five years. 

SoJTie say the resignation has 
.gipr~ to ct.owith thepClw9rplant 
pmjecttljanhisfailure.toqualify 
for his post. . .·. . . . . . . . • > .. 

Water.sl1011ages pn ~~ta arid 
Tini~dm-j11gth~ middle of the 
year ha.d teste<ICUC's opera
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In November, CUCadmitted 
feeling the impact of rolling !xH;k 
the power rate for the govern
ment early this year. The power 
rate was lowered down to 11 
cents per kilowatt hour for the 
government, while rates for 
commercial establishments 
were pegged at 16 cents per 

·kwh. 
Faced with some $105 mil

lion debt to the Comm<'.,wealth 
Development Authority (CDA) 
for prior capital improvement 
projects, cue now scrambles 
for payment as the grace period 
expires next year. And even if 
the government is able to pay 
cue close to $10 million for 
services previously received, the 
utilities agency still needs a huge 
source of funding to pay CDA; 

CUC said the $105 million 
debt to CDA is not the top prior- · 
ity-which is the power plant 
project 
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Y2K bug triggers 
credit card snafu 
LONDON (AP) - A Y2K-trig
gered failure in credit card swipe 
machines caused frustrating de
lays for thousands ofretailers and 
customers trying to ring up pur
chases across Britain on Wednes
day. 

The machines, manufactured by 
Racal Electronics and supplied 
by HSBC, one ofBritain 's largest 
four banks, improperly rejected 
credit cards because of a failure to 
recognize the year 2000. a bank 
spokeswoman said. 

The Y2K glitch appeared to be 
the most serious to come to light 
in the days leading up to the new 
century. 

Retailers claimed they have so 
. far lost $5 million in sales due to 

the problem, and are reportedly 
threateni~g to bring a class action 
lawsuit against the bank. 

Linda Stryker, a public rela
tions executive for HSBC in the 
United States, said the error should 
not hit any U.S. credit card swip
ing machines. She said it was spe
cific to software used in machines 
in Britain. 

The problem started Tuesday 
when merchants tried to swipe 
Mastercard and Visa cards 
through some 20,000 machines 
and found they were improperly 
rejected, said HSBC's London 
spokeswoman Nicolette Dawson. 

Lines grew as retailers were 
forced to telephone for further 
authorization. Some merchants 
resorted to bringing out old 
manual machines, which pro
duced a carbon copy of the trans
action. 

The glitch occurred because 
some of the bank's new swipe 
card terminals are programmed 
to look ahead four working days 
in processing merchant transac
tions to ensure they are registered 
within that time period. 

When the machines compared 
Dec. 28, 1999 with Jan. 1, 2000 
they failed to function because 
they read the date as Jan. 1, 1900, 
said Dawson. 

"The problem was with the ter
minals not the cards," said 
Dawson. She said the problem 
was expected to disappear by Jan. 
1 because the terminals would be 
comparing Jan. 1, 2000 with Jan. 
5, 2000- both in the same year. 

Small retailers were supplied 
with the new swipe machines sev
eral months ago and were the 
worst hit by the bug, said Dawson. 

On Wednesday, they vowed to 
sue HSBC after watching their 
customers take their business to 
the big retailers who used differ
ent technology, according to a 
story in The Times newspaper. 

·'This is the last thing small 

businesses need when you are tak
ing on big battalions during the 
sales period," Stephen Alambritis, 
spokesman for the Federation of 
Small Business, told The Times. 

Ofthe20,000machines, 14,000 
are supplied by HSBC and 6,000 
by other banks. The software prob
lem is limited to UK machines, 
said Stryker, the U.S. spokes
woman. 

Racal Electronics was unable 
to explain how the malfunction 
was missed when the company 
went over its plans for the year 
2000 date change. A Racal spokes
man said the problem would af
fect a maximum of2 percent of all 
retail outlets in the UK which 
accept credit cards. 

Britain had been hit by another, 
though less serious problem. In 
August, thousandsofLondonresi
dents I ost power for days after the 
city's main utility distributed 
faulty smart cards designed to be 
year-2000 ready. The microchip
embedded cards caused custom
ers' electric meters to shut down 
until they could be manually re
paired. 

The so-called Y2K bug stems 
from programming that expressed 
years in two digits. Left uncor
rected, the bug causes computers 
and microcircuits to mistake the 
year 2000 for 1900. 

TO ALL KABA''---
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News ariefs 
US, Canada to meet 
on border security 

VANCOUVER (Reuters) - Canadian and U.S. law enforcement 
officials met yesterday to discuss border security.amid fears of a plot 
to smuggle bomb-making material from Canada into the United 
States, an official said. 

The meeting in Washington included FBI Director Louis Freeh, a 
senior representative of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) 
and the head of the Canadian Security Intelligence Service (CSIS), a 
RCMP official said. 

The officials discussed the issue of security along the unguarded 
border, which has come under scrutiny after the arrest on Dec. 14 of 
a man attempting to enter the United States from Canada with 
bombing-making materials. 

"It was a follow-up to discussions between U.S. Attorney General 
Janet Reno and the Solicitor General of Canada Lawrence MacAulay," 
said RCMP spokesman Corp. Stephane Bonin. 

Taiwan's new China policy blamed 
for strained relations with US 

TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP)-Taiwan-U.S. relations have suffered because 
ofachange in Taiwan's policy with longtime rival China, the Taiwanese 
representative to Washington was quoted Thursday as saying in a rare 
admission about ties with this island's most important ally. 

The official, Stephen Chen, also said that Washington does not 
support a recent suggestion by Vice President Lien Chan that Taiwan 
develop long-range ballistic missiles, the China Times reported. 

Some analysts have said the weapons could provoke China or start 
a new arms race. 

Taiwan has long regarded the United States to be its most reliable 
ally if China's larger military decides to attack this island, about 150 
kilometers (90 miles) off the mainland's eastern coast. China and 
Taiwan split amid civil war in 1949, and Beijing has threatened to use 
force to reunify the two sides. 

Speaking to Taiwanese lawmakers Wednesday, Chen said Presi
dent Lee Teng-hui hurt the trust between Taiwan and the United 
States when, without informing Washington, he announced last 
summer that Taiwan was redefining its relations with the mainland, 
the newspaper said. 
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Saipru1 airport on alert 
By Haidee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

AIRPORT security is currently 
more tightened than usual in 
Saipan and in any other U.S. states 
and territories for possible terror
ist activities following a recent 
circular issued by the Federal 
Aviation Administration, it was 
learned yesterday. 

The "Civil Aviation Security 
Information Circular" dated Dec. 
23, 1999 mandates all airport se-

curity personnel to be on high 
degree of alertness. 

Airport security Level III is 
presently in place. 

"It is basically to guard states 
and territories against the possibil
ity of any terrorist-related activi
ties," said Travis Coffman, public 
information officer of the Com
monwealth Ports Authority (CPA). 

Despite the heightened airport 
alert, CPA said this is something 
that resident and visitors alike 

should not be too worried about. 
"We are taking precautions but 

this should not be cause for alarm. 
We are used to this kind of 
circulars and security checkpoints. 
Level III hasn't changed," said 
the CPA PIO. 

The highest level of alert is 
Level 4, where direct threats to 
airports are detected. 

Earlier aviation circulars put
ting a Level III alert on the Saipan 
International Airport were also 

PILLOWS FOR PATIENTS. Health Sec. Joseph Villagomez (3rd from left) accepts 74 pillows donated to 
CHG by the CNMI-Belau Women's Club 2000 led by its president Amalia Elidchedong (extreme right). Also 
in photo are Deputy Sec. Ned Arriola (2nd from left) and members of the women's group. 
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Lif oif oi eyed as trustee in Hillblom 
By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

FORMER House Speaker Jose R. 
Lifoifoi has been eyed as among 
the possible local Trustees to be 
charged for the immediate liqui
dation of the remaining assets of 
the late businessman Larry 
Hillblom. 

Robert Julian, counsel for 
Hillblom's Charitable Trust, said 
Lifoifoi, a known Hillblom 's best 
friend and business advisor, is the 
right person who could easily and 
properly disposed the remaining 
Hillblom assets. · 

"We need someone who brings 
peace. We should make peace and 
no more side shows. We need a 
man who is respected and could 
stop the fighting. With Lifoifoi as 
one of the Trustees, things are 
going to work rapidly," said Julian 
at yesterday's hearing in the Su
perior Court. 

The lawyer also mentioned that 

'Jose R. Lifoifoi 

the former speaker is the most 
knowledgeable pers.on particu
larly about the multimillion-dol
lar worth of Hillblom projects in 
Vietnam which is among the prop
erties to be sold and distributed to 
Hillblom 's four kids and the Trust. 

Julian also mentioned about 
Hillblom estate special adminis
trator Diego Mendiola as among 
the appropriate persons to assume 

the Trustees position. 
Barry Israel, one of the attor

neys representing Hillblom 's son, 
Junior Larry Hillbroom, agreed 
that Lifoifoi and Mendiola should 
be tapped as among the Trustees 
for "efficiency purposes." 

"We (lawyers among the par
ties) tried (settlement) but can't 
agree ... we can't even agree what 
10 days means ... there has to be 
some kind of leadership," said 
Israel, adding that with Lifoifoi 
the assets could be quickly and 
appropriately disposed and di
vided. 

Court records indicated that for 
Hillblom, Lifoifoi was a liaison 
with business leaders, commu
nity leaders, and politicians. He 
would call on other leaders to 
organize meetings with Hillblom. 

As of press time, the lawyers 
were still discussing the liquidat
ing trustees' issue before Judge 
Pro Tern Alexandro C. Castro. 

AGO. ordered: ·Return· woman's travel papers . 
By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

THE SUPERIOR Court has or
dered the Attorney General's Of
fice to return the passport and 
travel documents of a woman who 
reported she was robbed at knife 
point on Tinian but instead was 
allegedly arrested for the crime. 

Associate Judge Timothy H . 
Bellas asked the government to 
give back to Arlene Liban her 
travel papers which are in the 
possession of the Department of 

Public Safety. 
Bellas issued such order citing 

that the government's motion to 
dismiss having been sustained and 
the case was being dropped. 

Assistant Public Defender Dou
glas W. Hartig earlier claimed 
that Li ban was arrested and ques
tioned by a police officer last Feb. 
3 over a theft case. 

Hartig argued that Li ban's state
ments made during the interview 
with the officer should be sup
pressed on the ground that she 

was not informed of her right to 
contact the Philippine Consulate 
as required under the Vienna 
Convention. 

The AGO responded that the DPS 
reports show that last Feb. I Liban 
contacted DPS Tinian and com
plained that she was robbed at knife 
point at the Tinian Mobil Station. 

The AGO said a police officer 
informed Liban that she was not 
being an-csted for any charges 
and that any statements she made 
could be used against her in court. 

issued in neighboring Guam and 
other U.S. insular areas and terri
tories after Osama bin Laden al
legedly bombed two U.S. Embas
sies in Africa. 

The Guam International Airport 
Authority (GIAA) said security 
Level ID was not put in place to 
follow other airports across the 
country or a recent FAA alert to 
travelling Americans to avoid large 
holiday gatherings or millennial 
celebrations, but on a general alert 
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for terrorist activities. 
GIAA Director Gerry Yingling 

said the airport has been operat
ing at Level i:rr for about a year 
after Osama bin Laden's case. 

HeaddedthattherecentFMwam
ing is also associated with the tenurist 
attack in Africa The warning was 
issued after Jordanian authorities ar
rested 13 people suspected of being 
members of the bin Laden organiza
tion planning attacks against Ameri
cans and Israelis. 
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CUC also welcomed the cents per kilowatt hour for the 
planned legislative investigation government, while rates for 
on the project to erase doubts commercial establishments 
overthe integrity of the bidding were pegged at 16 cents per 
process. kwh. 

While the CUC board is about Faced with some $105 mil-
to rectify its "tainted image" and lion debt to the CommMweal th 
is only weeks away from. an- Dev':llopment Authority (CDA) 
nouncing who among the bid- for prior capital improvement 
ders will get the contract, board projects, CUC now scrambles 
member Benjamin Sablan has for payment as the grace period 
beenchargedinfederalcourtfor expires next.year. And even: if 
allegedly soliciting and accept- the government is able to pay 
ing bribe:; from a business- CUC close to $10 million for 
woman in connection with the 
hiring of some alien workers for 
cue. 

The "noise" does not stop 
there. 

CUC scrapped the four-year 
old water desalination plant's 
request for proposal in March 
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iiiOS:NDMixed year for PSS 
By Marian A. Maraya 
Variety News Staff 

YEAR 1999 has been filled with 
challenges and 
hardships for the 
Public School.. 
System (PSS) ...•. 
Education Com
missioner Rita H. 
Inos yesterday 
said. but the 
events have mostly proven to be 
"positive" for the whole system. 

"It's been a 'mixed year' but 
mostly, I would like to say that it 
is a very good, a very hard year for 
all of us here at PSS," Inos said. 

"I think we've worked hard and 
we've tested our capacity to the 
maximum. 

"We have demonstrated our 
human ability to cope with the 
situations and do drastic changes 
to lead everyone to a positive di
rection, so that the spirit of our 
effort would continue to be uplift
ing to people in our community. 

"It requires a lot of positive 
energy and I think that's a very 
hard thing to continue and main
tain," she said. 

In December of 1998. a signifi
cant percentage of PSS personnel 
left the system. 

At one point, this was pa11icu
larly threatening to PSS. accord-
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ing to Inos. 
"So many people retired from 

the system and we were looking 
at the possibility of reducing our 
salaries so that we could maintain 
our operation. 

"Gratefully, we don't have to 
do that because of the support that 
the Governor gave us, which en
abled us to maintain our current 
level of staffing," said Inos. 

The success of the PSS job fair 
held earlier this year was also able 
to alleviate the situation, Inos said. 

CIP highlights 
By far, one of PSS 's most sig

nificant achievements this year 
was the successful completion of 
DanDan Elementary School 
(DES) in March. 

By April, the school was up and 
ready to be occupied. 

Fu11hermore, the school sys
tem was also successful in obtain
ing the general obligation (GO) 
bond worth $15 million for infra
structure development. 

"We were able to get the loan 
which would be matched with the 
702 CIP grants." she said. 

With the loan also came the 
CIP appropriation law stipulating 
essential infrastructure develop
ment for PSS. 

"We have them in all the is
lands including the Northern Is
lands, but the most significant for 
all of us is the completion of the 
MHS gymnasium. Work on the 
project is now ongoing," Ines said. 

PSS is looking at completing 
the construction of the MHS gym 
in time for the first batch of new 
millennium high school gradu
ates this coming June. 

"The GO bond basically gave 
us the resources to finalize the 
completion of the gymnasium, the 

Rita H. !nos 

opportunity to build two new 
schools, the junior high schools 
and a senior high school," she 
said. 

Work on the long-delayed 
Sinapalo School on Rota is also 
being targeted, said Inos. 

'"We are also looking at the 
major modernization of all our 
schools, classrooms, electrical 
upgrades, restroom upgrades, in 
general, and just building up our 
CIP infrastructures," she added. 

Kagman Elementary School 
was expected to reach comple
tion by this time. 

"It will have to open in early 
2000 although we anticipated itto 
open in 1999. But that one took a 
back seat for many reasons. And 
we 're looking forward to opening 
that in school year in 2000-2001," 
she said. 

Striving for excellence 
Living up to its one true mis

sion, PSS has come a long way to 
achieve positive changes in the 
students' learning abilities. 

Earlier in the year, public school 
students were made to take the 
Stanford Achievement Test - 9th 
edition (SA T9), as a way for PSS 
to create a baseline data of stu-

dents' academic standing. 
It dwelled on core subject areas 

which include reading, mathemat
ics, science, and social studies. 

Test results this year were an 
improvement to last year's, ac
cording to Ines. 

"We have seen the improve
ment of our students this year, 
some of which were significant. 
Now we know where we need to 
spend a lot of time and a lot of 
energy, for example in the area of 
listening skills, this showed a 
negative picture forus," she said. 

Inos continued that the assess
ment proved to be a positive mea
sure since it was able to indicate 
that areas that need improving 
among the students. 

"We have seen some signifi
cant growth in some areas and 
less in other areas but neverthe
less, the trend is improvement," 
she added. 

But Ines stressed that this s not 
the only measure of assessment 
which can pinpoint areas of 
strengths or weaknesses in stu
dents. 

PSS this year also graduated a 
significant numberofhigh school 
students who are now continuing 
higher education at universities 
of their choice or working at their 
preferred fields. 

"Gratefully, we didn't have to 
close all our schools down be
cause of all the considerations of 
do we have enough teachers, or 
funds to pay for their salaries -
we didn't have to worry about 
that. In the end, we were able to 
graduate the students," she said. 

In 1999, PSS was able to close 
school on time and open the new 
school year as scheduled. 

Financially afloat 
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"We were able to close the fis
cal year, without having to beg," 
Inos said. 

"We borrowed earlier but the 
closure of the fiscal year was good 
forus, we didn't have major prob
lems. We were able to close our 
books without having to run into 
very deep problems in our finan
cial ability to maintain our prom
ises to operate the schools," she 
added. 

As f11r as finances are con
cerned, the painful part of it all, 
according to Inos, rested on PSS' s 
inability to pay its retirees on time. 

"We've had to hold payment of. 
our retirees - payment to de
serving bus drivers who worked 
beyond the call of duty .to bring 
students to school in wee hours of 
morning and take them home late 
hours in the evening. 

Continued on page 40 

Fireworks 
s·ar ety tips 

By Marian A. Maraya 
Variety News Staff 

"FIREWORKS. are not for kids' 
use." 

This from Commonwealth 
Ports Authority Fire Chief Stanley 
C. Torres who yesterday said this 
is the very basic war..ing every
one seems to overlook. 

Tonight being New Year's eve, 
it is expected that fireworks will 
be one of the main highlights in 
almost everyone's celebration. 

Torres said he is not "condemn
ing" the use of fireworks. 

He, however, said promoting 
awareness of its proper use and 
handling should be given due at
tention. 

"Adu I ts 18 years and up should 
be the only ones to set the fire
works and it should be done in a 
safe way," Torres said. 

"Let's start the new millennium 
by keeping our family, friends, 
and especially our children safe 
while we enjoy fireworks displays 
in our backyards," he added. 

Should anyone decide to buy 
and handle fireworks, Torres 
urges those individuals to be mind
ful of the following tips. 

• Never allow children to play 
or ignite any fireworks. 

• Read and follow all warnings 
and instructions. 

• If you still do not understand 
the instructions, leave it and don't 
use it. 

• Be sure other people are out of 
range before lighting fireworks. 

• Only light fireworks on a 
smooth, flat surface away from 
the house, dry leaves, and flam
mable materials. 

• Never try to relight fireworks 
that have not fully functioned. 

• Keep a bucket of water in case 
of a malfunction or fire. 

• Should someone get hurt or a 
big fire sets in, call the local fire 
depa11ment via 911 immediately. 

• Never ignite fireworks near 
flammable materials. 
• Do not carry any type of fire
works on board an airplane. It's 
against the law. 

Public Health yearender 

Of food poisoning. 
and other issues 

By Haidee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

WHO WOULD ever forget the 
food poisoning in
cident at L&T 
Garment Manu- .. 
facturing Corpe- ,' 
ration in March 
which downed I, 
167 Chinese 
workers? 

Definitely, not the Depal1ment 
of Public Health (DPH) nor the 
community. 

Branded by the U.S. Labor's 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) as the 
biggest occupational health-re
lated incident in the U.S. in the 
last 27 years or so, the food poi
soning incident caught the inter
est not only of foreign media but 
the Chinese and federal govern
ments as well. 

As of now, however, the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) is yet to issue an official 
report of findings on the incident 
at a Lower Base garment factory. 

Serving as a wake up call, the 
incident forced DPH to impose 
more stringent inspections of food 
and beverage establishments 
throughout the island which led 
to closure of businesses that do 
not comply with existing health 
and sanitation regulations. 

DPH then imposed a manda
tory heal th screening for all food 
handlers in the CNML 

In February, DPH also imple
mented a mandatory health 
screening for all children born at 
the Commonwealth Health Cen
ter in order to deter any illness 
that will hamper their mental and 
physical development. 

The new regulations, called the 
Newborn Screening Package, in
cludes testing for Phenylketonuria 
(PKU) which is a kind of mental 
retardation. 

It was also during the early part 
of 1999 that DPH, together with 
the Division of Customs, banned 
the entry, sell and use of foreign 
over-the-counter and pre.scription 
medicine in line with the imposi
tion of Public Law.11-40, other
wise known as the "Pure Food, 
Drug, Cosmetic and Device Act." 
These items are now being con
fiscated from passengers and bag
gage disembarking from the air-
port. · 

Joseph Kevin Villagomez 

The Board is not yet firm on 
what action to take, citing lack of 
evidence that Aldan has indeed 
violated any law or regulation for 
not informing the whole Board of 
a prior disciplinary action received 
from a medical board of another 
state. 

More stringent reforms in 
DPH's Medical Referral Program 
have been put in place. For fiscal 
year 1999 alone, the program was 
able to save a little over $1 mil
lion by bringing in seven special
ist doctors to Saipan instead of 
sending more patients off-island 
for various medical treatment 
purposes. 

DPH has also become stricter. 
when it comes to allowing a fam
ily member to escort the patient 
who needs to be referred off-is
land. 

Currently, DPH and the House 
and Senate Committees on Health, 
Education and Welfare (HEW) 
are working together to further 
hone up reforms in the program, 
including a set transportation fee 

for medical escorts and the in
demnification of off-island spe
cialists. 

Finally, efforts to address poly
chlorinated biphenyl (PCB) con
tamination in Tanapag are made 
more visible this year as DPH and 
other local government agencies 
like the Division of Environmen
tal Quality and the Office of the 
CNMI Representative to Wash
ington DC pushed for concrete 
actions. 

PCB is a cancer-causing syn
thetic chemical used under the 
US Nike-Zeus missile program. 

U.S. mainland-based doctors 
and other medical staff with spe
cialized knowledge on PCB are 
coming over early next year to 
help train local medical person
nel in detecting PCB-related 
health concerns. 

The year 1999 also saw the 
DPH'sHIV/AIDSawarenesspro
gram as effective as ever, espe
cially with the coming out in pub
lic of Moses Saburo, the first per
son in Saipan to publicly admit he 
is infected with the AIDS-caus
ing HIV. Saburo has given a 
human face to the government's 
anti-HIV/ AIDS campaign. 

Despite limitations on budget 
and the implementations of aus
terity measures, Health Secretary 
Joseph Kevin Villagomez said 
the year J 999 has been a produc
tive year for DPH. 

"We were able to meet the in
creasing health demands of the 
community and hopefully we will 
be able to carry on with the re
forms we put in place on to the 
next years," said Villagomez. 

CONGRATULATIONS. Marianas Variety Circulation Supervisor 
Florencio Almoite {right) was awarded "Employee of the Year" by 
President/Publisher Abed E. Younis {left) and Vice-President Paz C. 
Younis during the company's recent Christmas Party. 

STANFORD RESORT HOTEL 
SAN VICENTE HILL• SAIPAN 

$29.00/Night 
• l.aigest lwin Bedrooms 
• 24 Hour Hot Water 
" Spltt Aircon 
• Swimming Pool 
o Cable TV 
• Cleanest Rooms 

... One Month : 5499 
2 wee~s: lJOO 

(With Kitchenette and Daily Hotel Service) 
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! Drug and retait stores have also 

been raided to ensure they do not 
distribute or sell these items. The 
government also started confis
cating from businesses these ille
gal medicine. Two acupuncture 
clinics in Garapan were also 
closed down for violating the said 
law. 

Kenmore 

The CNMI Medical Profession 
Licensing Board(MPLB) took 
center stage following the series 
of reports on the revocation of the 
medical license of its chairman 
Dr. Vicente Aldan effective Feb. 
17, 1999. While the effectivity of 
the license revocation by the 
Medical Board of California hap
pened early this year, it was only 
in late November it was brought 
to the public's attention. 

, Extra Large Capacity 
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· Ready for Y2K 
DON'T PANIC. Just be prepared and bear with what is coming. 
This is perhaps the best advice one can give with the coming of 
the new millennium. Better be ready with some extra cash, stock 
up on the basic supplies and just let the dreaded day come to 
pass. 

While government has been very reassuring about how the 
CNMI will be able to withstand the turn of the millennium, there 
are those among us that are skeptical about the government's 
readiness to usher the next thousand years in. And for good 
reason. It seems no amount of readiness can allay the fears of 
what's ahead. 

Uncertainty is the biggest concern about Y2K. Whatever has 
been said and done about the dreaded millennium glitch, the fact 
remains that anything can happen once the clock turns zero
zero-zero midnight of Dec. 31, 1999, and we are not sure how we 
will get hit. Any eventuality-from the simplest computer error 
to the craziest scenario, like the collision of planets, or the end 
of the world-could be possible at the turn of the century. 

But besides the problems expected pertaining to the rollov~r, 
the uncertainty continues with regards to how the world will 
deal with nagging problems. 

There is yet to be found a lasting solution to climate change, 
as nations continue to aroue pollution control. Africa is still 
plagued by war and dise~se. Many Eu_ropean countries l~ke 
Russia and Yuooslavia continue to be stnfe-torn. Peace contm
ues to be elusi;e in the Middle East and the bickering continues 
between China and Taiwan, and the two Koreas. 

Japan continues to climb out of the recession as the U.S. enters 
a presidential election year. 

In the CNMI. the new year is both a reason to celebrate and to 
be worried about. Gov. Pete P. Tenorio has been successful in 
fending off, at least for another year, the threat of imposition of 
fede.ral immigration law. We now hope he could also be equally 
effective in the daunting task of reducing bureaucratic fat and 
encouraging austerity in the government. 

The years ahead will continue to be full of obstacles. 
The governor will still be faced with the prospect of a federal 

takeover. 
With Republicans divided in the 12th Legislature, Mr. 

Tenorio' s task of running the government could be more daunt
ing, as his programs and initiatives could face rougher sailing. 

With tourism still sluggish, the revenue picture may not be as 
rosy as desired. Businesses may continue to hurt and the people 
may continue to feel the pinch. 

Despite all these problems, Mr. Tenorio should remain unfazed 
and just get on with the task. 

We encourage the governor to look for more ways to stimulate 
the economy, like promoting industry by providing more incen
tives for business and investment. 

We urge that the efforts to reduce spending and to cut on over
generous entitlement programs be strenghtened. 

Let the government and the community be more cognizant of 
the need to preserve resourccs--natural, monetary and human-
and cut on unnecessary waste and misuse. 

Lastly, we should demand more accountability and responsi
bility among our leaders so they can focus less on politics and 
more on the formulation of policies that can help alleviate the 
hardships being experienced by their constituents. 

The new millennium poses new challenges, so old attitudes 
and bad habits should be thrown out the window. 

Ready or not here it comes. Let's welcome it. 

Rafael H. Arroyo 

i~~~~~-~-Za-'--ld~y----'--Dandan ~---'--"'.:~::::::..~=--~~~-'--~-IIFil 
P.O. Box 231, Saipan MP 96950-0231 
Tel. (670) 234.£341/757819797/9272 
Fax: (670) 234-9271 
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SHOPPING IN MALLS ... 
IT'S so 20TH CENTURY. 

Zaldy Dandan 

• Variations 

State of the islands 
THE INTERIOR Department's Office of Insular 
Affairs, in its 1999 Report on the State of the Islands, 
says the "worst labor abuses appear to have lessened 
in the garment industry," but "progress still needs to 
be made in the labor camps [apparently referring to 
the workers' barracks], bar/nightclubs and construc
tion industries." No details were given as the report 
is merely an overview of key issues affecting the 
CNMI and the other insular areas (Guam, American 
Samoa, the Federated States of Micronesia, Palau, 
the Marshal ls, and the Virgin Islands-Puerto Ri.co, 
apparently, is not classified as such). 

Still, as a source of very interesting information
American Samoans are U.S. nationals, not U.S. 
citizens-this report should be read together with the 
GIA-funded "An Economic Study of the Northern 
Mariana Islands," the appendices of which contain a 
paper on CNMI-federal relations stating that the 
commonwealth's worries over a federal takeover of 
local immigration 1nd minimum wage "may be 
over." Why? Because the federal government has 
"seen the advantage" of having a territory where the 
Immigration and Naturalization Act does not ap
ply-where, in other words, boatloads of illegal 
migrants could be temporarily detained before their 
eventual deportation. It is likely, however, that 
President Clinton's 902 representative, attorney 
Edward Cohen, has not been given a copy of this 
paper. Otherwise, he would not have announced 
recently that the White House position on federal 
takeover remains the same. Which is to say that it still 
believes in the full implementation of the Cov
enant-the extension of federal immigration and 
minimum wage laws to these islands. 

Incidentally, the executive summary of the eco
nomic sn.:dy claims that "The Covenant never pro
posed that federal. immigration law should be ap
plied to the CNMI regardless of economic or other 
consequences." Which is then followed by a stun
ning non-sequitur: "On the contrary, it specifically 
states that federal laws should be applied 'in the 
manner and to the extent made applicable to them 
by ... Congress,"' The White House, for its part, has 
said that "in order to minimize adverse economic 
consequences, the [Clinton] administration plans to 

work with [the] CNMI...to phase in [federal take
over] measures in a reasonable and appropriate man
ner." For a detailed and matter-of-fact presentatipn 
of the federal government's concerns regarding local 
labor and immigration policies, I refer y,ou to Samuel 
F. McPhetres's article which is appendix B in the 
economic study. 

But to return to the OIA report. Its tone, too, is 
generally clinical. · 

",he American Samoa government continues to 
have significant financial,, b~dgetary and internal 
control problems." 

"In the summer of 1997, facing increasingly seri
ous fiscal and budgetary problems, the governor of 
the Virgin Islands launched a comprehensive fiscal 
recovery initiative." 

Regarding the CNMI economy and its controver
sial industry, the report noted that ·total garment 
shipments from the CNMI to the U.S. have been 
increasing by more than 40 percent a year. As of 
September 1998, the report says, the value ofCNMI 
garment shipments to the U.S. passed the $1 billion 
mark annually. (This probably made possible the 
Saipan Garment Manufacturers Association's gen
erous $2,000 dornition to Karidat.) The 1994 level 
was $319.2 million. 

The report says the garn1ent industry does not pay 
the business gross revenue tax ofup to 5 percent on 
revenues over $750,000. Instead, it pays a user fee on 
its exports that was raised in 1998 from 3.5 to 3.7 
percent. In 1997, according to the report, the user fee 
generated $27.2 million, or 11 percent of the 
government's revenues. During the same year, the 
value of the U.S. duty exemption of CNMI garment 
imports was $167.5 million. In 1996, the report says, 
the industry paid $92 million in wages, most of 
which, of course, was remitted to the workers' home 
countries, primarily China. Ninety percent of the 
industry's workers are Chinese, says the report. As 
of December 1997, it adds, there were about 15,000 
alien workers in the garment industry. 

What should all these data signify? The OIA report 
merely reiterates the White House position on the 
need to phase in federal immigration and minimum 

Continued on page 7 
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Hand-shaking is 
a hazardous task 

WASHINGTON (AP) - George W. Bush raised his palm after 
shaking hands in four cities. "Look at that," he said, displaying red 
and swollen knuckles. Bill Bradley rubbed the web of flesh between 
his thumb and forefinger and lamented: "Sometimes it hurts right 
here." 

Most politicians, running for the l_ocal sanitation board or _t~e 
White House, enjoy stabbing a palm mto a sea of fingers. But 1t s 
not painless. 

Glad-handing is tough on the hands. It's grimy too. Rows of 
outstretched hands - cold, clammy, sweaty and coated with germs 
- all waiting to be gripped by a grinning politician. 

Well, not Donald Trump. The billionaire presiden_tial c?ntender, 
who has a germ phobia. doesn't like the. greetmg nt~al. ~e 
keeps antiseptic hand wipes in his limousme, a~~ earlier this 
month passed out little bottles of Purell hand ~amt1zer stamped 
with his campaign web address to reporters m Beverly Hills, 
Calif. 

"One of the curses of American society is the simple act of 
shaking hands. I happen to be a clean-hands freak," h~ said_. 

Publicly, politicians espouse their love for connec:m~ with the 
voters. Mano a mano. Flesh to flesh. Privately, Trump 1sn t the only 
politician to grab for a Sani-Cloth. 

Elizabeth Dole has used them in her car to cleanse her hands after 
campaign stops. But the chance for infect(on never _kept her from 
shaking hands - young, old, chapped, sticky or still damp from 
doing dishes. 

"I've gone up to people who have said 'Oh, I'.~ sor~, my ~ands 
are wet,"' Dole said. She shakes them anyway. You Just do 1t and 
move on." 

President Clinton uses the germicidal hand wipes too, but he 
was too hungry to worry about germs one night during the 1992 
campaign when he stopped at watering hole in Dorchester, 
Mass, . 

On the way to the car, a woman handed him a home-baked ?1e. 
"He was hungry and he just tore into it with his hand," said a 

close Clinton friend who was there. 
Clinton is an exuberant hand-shaker who extends both arms 

into a crowd to grab and squeeze supporters' arms, hands, 
fingers. 

It comes with the job, says Vice President Al Gore. 
"When you do it as much as I do, no it doesn't hurt," Gore 

said. 
To avoid injury, some politicians grab only the fingers of an 

outstretched hand to bypass the knuckle-crunch. If a burly man 
approaches, Bradley tries to be the first to squ~eze. . . 

"Some guys like to crush your hand," Bradley said,_ eyemg a nght 
mitt large enough to palm a basketball. "The idea 1s to get there 
quick if it's a big guy. Get there first and you have a chance to 
control the grip." . 

Says Bush: "After months of campaigning, my hai:ids ar~ now_ rn 
pretty good handshaking shape-as long as no one tnes a v1se-gnp. 
I'm good for 1,000 or 1,200 shakes a day before redness and 
swelling set in." 

American political history is full of stories about sore hands. 
In 1863, President Lincoln worried his signamre on the Eman

cipation Proclamation wo_uld appear shaky because he had just 
spent more than three hours shaking hands at an annual New 
Year's Day reception at the White House. "When the pen 
touched the page, he did not h_esitate, b~t the sign~tur~ did sho~ 
the effects of a little tremor m the achmg hand, writes presi
dential historian William Seale. 

John F. Kennedy's right hand looked like it had been clawed 
by a cat after he greeted plant workers one frosty mornmg m 
Wisconsin in I 960: Kennedy aide David Powers wrote after
ward: "We noticed that Jack's bare right hand, swollen and blue 
from the cold was scratched and bleeding. Its flesh had been 
torn in many 'places by the fingernails scraped against it in 
hurried handshakes." 

President Johnson enjoyed handshaking, but even the broad
shouldered Texan suffered. 

"I remember once in Norway, his hands were all bloody," Bart 
McDowell, a National Geographic writer who accompanied_then
Vice President Johnson on the trip, said during an oral history 
interview. "His knuckles were actually bleeding because he said the 
Norwegian boys all wanted to shake hands so hard." 

Political wives feel the pain too. 
Mamie Eisenhower mentioned it in a letter to a friend shortly 

after Dwight D. Eisenhower was elected president. "'A_fter 
yesterday's 1,300, Friday's 3,000, Thursday's 1,200, the right 
member is a little weak," she wrote. 
· President Theodore Roosevelt shook hands with a record 8,150 
people at the New Year's Day ?pen house at the White_ House in 
J 907, according to Roosevelt biographer Ed mun~ Mo~~1s .. 

Afterward, he wrote, Roosevelt retired upstairs to pnvately, 
disgustedly, scrub himself clean." 
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~ Letters to the editor 

Help the mayor's office help the people 
I WOULD like to address the 
general public and all lawmakers 
who are slated to take theiroath of 
office in January. This concerns 
the Saipan mayor's office, its fu
ture operations and public ser
vices 

Themayor'sofficehas been giv
ing services to the general public 
for the.last 50 years or so---water 
deliveries, coral hauling, debris and 
scrap removal, road repairs among 
others. The present mayor's office 
still provide these services but to a 
certain degree only. 

This is because of budget cuts 
and laws we never knew existed 
until now. These laws are a bur
den and should be amended or 
repealed in order for the office to 
provide decent and fair services 
to everyone, including the people 
who make and amend laws. 

I would like to comment on 
some very important and vital is
sues that are requested at the 
mayor's office on a daily basis. I 
hope the people affected by these 
issues would read closely and 
understand what this office goes 
through and how we make the 
best of it: 

Water. On Saipan the agency 

responsible for water and power 
is the Commonwealth Utilities 
Corp. (CUC). Yetwearehappyto 
be still obligated to provide water 
to some people who need it. But 
now these people are suffering 
due to our equipment breakdowns 
and lack of manpower. They 
worry whether we deliver or not 
every single day. We do our best, 
not for wages or obligations, but 
for humanitarian reasons. I wish 
everyone would understand our 
situation. We can only do so much, 
with so little (money). 

Road repairs, coral deliver
ies and other services. The 
mayor'sofficehasobsoleteequip
mentanditlacksmanpower. Very 
simple. No money because of 
budget cuts. 

To all newly elected and in
cumbent lawmakers-after you 
are sworn in, sit for a while in 
your comfortable office and imag
ine yourself as one of the less 
fortunate. Then start your day asa 
common man, and begin your 
term with your head held up high, 
your feet on the ground and make 
decisions with commitment, com
passion and sincerity. In the end: 
you will not only prove yourself 

to be a man, but a hero as well in 
the eyes of many who suffer. 

I ask for your cooperation not 
for myself, but for you and all the 
people of the CNMI. 

We have been criticized 
enough. Yet we do what is neces
sary and important for the com
munity. 

We absorb all shortcomings 
with integrity and commitment. 

We make ends meet with ideas 
we were blessed with and make 
the best of it in every way pos
sible. 

There were obstacles we could 
not endure so we went ahead and 
tried what we could and found 
remedies for it. 

At times, we committed our
selves to certain projects, but we 
were unable to complete them for 
so many reasons. 

All the above we go through 
everyday and sometimes without 
gratitude and appreciation, but 
after all is said and done, again, 
it's the mayor's office to the res
cue. 

JOEYC.CRUZ 
Mayor's Office 
San Antonio, Saipan 

Forgiving heart 
MOST people talk about peace 
during this season, but its essence 
is a forgiving heart. 

If we can just create 100 per
cent peaceful moments everyday 
in the new millennium, we could 
improve ourselves for others in
stead of trying to out-smart and 
out-perform one another. 

We can be better persons if we 
can make our enemies our closest 
friends. 

A change in heart is not a bad 
start. But self-discipline and an 

Variations • • • 

Continued from page 6 

wa[!e laws. In contrast, the execu
tiv; summary of the OIA-funded 
economic study argues that "No 
change should be made in immi
gration policy ... without aclearde
termination of how such change 
would affect the supply of labor 
in the CNMI." Several sentences 
later, it states ··rt is not known 
exactly what the effects would be 
of a federal immigration takeover; 
however, its explicit purpose is to 
reduce the number of alien work
ers in the CNMI." Which is op
posed on grounds that the local 
labor force "is neither large 
enough nor skilled enough .... " 

What if the commonweal th pre
empts the White House's federal 
takeover plans by granting CNMI 
permanent residency status to 
alien workers? This move would, 
by definition, reduce the number 
of alien workers without reduc
ing the size of the workforce. 

unconditional commitment to serve 
our people are something worth 
putting into practioe consistently. 

Let us forget our leaders' vested 
interests, and pray for their guidance. 

Let us stop blaming each other 
for the political and social prob
lems we are faced with. 

Instead, let us promote peace
ful encounters to avoid more con
flicts in public policy making. 

We can workbettercollcctively. 
And more significantly, we 

need to more seriously consider 

There is. however, no politi
cian who would dare make such a 
proposal. We will continue to want 
to have our pugua and chew it, 
too. As long as, that is, pro-fed
eral takeover members of Con-

self-respect and forget all lustful 
thoughts. 

I don't think if you 're trying to 
be an upright person you want 
others to lose the resp~ct and trust 
they have for you. 

So let us all bring peace in our 
hearts so that our efforts to make 
this a peaceful community will 
be successful. 

A prosperous New Year to all! 

PAT MAURICIO 
San Antonio, Saipan 

gress remain in the minority. 
Happy New Year. (I would have 

also greeted you a Happy New 
Millennium if not for the tiny 
mathematical detail that itdoesn 't 
begin until Jan. 1, 2001.) 

WUGS 
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Joeten e;mployees of the quarter Local eye doctor warns. 
about use of firecrackers 

.C. Tenorio Enterprises, Inc. President Clarence Tenorio presents Employees of the 1999 Third Quarter, 
ilmers Ta yang and Ceasar Leoncio with award certificates. In addition, both employees received a $200 
ift certificate and a luncheon on their behalf. Tayang is a supervisor at the Hafa Adai Shopping Center 
epartment Store while Leoncio is a merchandiser at Ace Hardware. From left are Mikio Ito, Tayang, 
enorio, Leoncio, and Ron Woosley. contributed photo 

As part of its commitment to its valued 
customers and the CNMI community. 

AS NEW Year's Eve rapidly ap
proaches, a local optometrist is 
warning residents about the dan
gers associated with something 
many parents routinely overlook 
- fireworks. 

"We've already seen one child. 
with a severe eye injury this holi
day season," said Dr. David G. 
Hardt of the Seventh Day 
Adventist Clinic, in a press re-
lease. · 

''It's heartbreaking because it is 
so unnecessary." 

There are statistics to back him 
· up. In 1996, during · the weeks 
surrounding the Fourth of July. 
·Hardt says over 7,600 people in 
the U.S. were injured using fire
works, and 44% of those injured 
by fireworks each year are chil
dren ages 19 and under. 

'Tm concerned because we're 
hearing more fireworks each night 
here on Saipan," said Hardt. 

"A common sparkler can reach 
1,800 degrees F - hot enough to 
melt gold-and cause third degree 
bums. 

"Parent~ should never let their 

Saipan Computer Services 
shall be (open//operating with a skeletal crew) 
on the 1st of January 2000 starting at 1:00 am to 
entertain phone-in inquiries and assist callers 
with regards to Y2K issues. 
Phone: 234-9110 

To all our Friends and Valued Customers 

We wish you all 

A Prosperous and Happy New Year!!! 

Team SCS 
... service beyond the sale ... 

children play with fireworks. 
"It's that simple. They are just 

too dangerous." said Hardt. 
Because some parents have 

· their kids watch the use of fire
works from a "safe" cjistance, 
they may think they have nothing 
to worry about. 

But that's not the case, said Dr .. 
Hardt. 

"Surprisingly, only 60%of fire
works injuries are due to mis
use," he noted. 

"The other40% happen in spite 
of precautions. 

Although having kids watch 
from a safe distance seems a good 
idea in principle, statistics show 
that bystanders are injured more 
often than fireworks users. 

If an accident does occur to the 
eye, Dr. Hardt offered the fol
lowing recommendations: 

• Do not delay medical atten
tion. even for seemingly mild in ju
ries. ''Mildly" damaged areas can 
worsen and result in serious vision 
loss, even blindness, that might 
not have happened if treatment 

continued on page 40 

TES students 
on national TV 
By Marian A. Maraya 
Variety News Staff 

FIFrH grade Tanapag Elemen
tary School (TES) students will 
be appearing on a special nation
wide millennium celebration to 
be aired on national television 
Dec. 3, 1999 (mainland 
primetime) through January 2, 
2000. 

In a video already sent to pro
gram coordinators in the main
land, the students el\pressed their 
hopes and dreams for the future. 

The students also submitted a 
one-page statement on "freedom," 
an idea which according to them 
best represents U.S. history in the 
past and _the at the end of the 20th 
century. 

TES students were given the 
chance to participate in this unique 
event through 1999 CNMI 
Teacher of Year Barbara Gilles, 
who was contacted by the White 
House Millennium Council last 
November. 

Gilles was asked by Deputy As
sistant to the President and Advi
sor to the First Lady on tht: Mil
lennium Ellen McCulloch-Lovell 
to contribute a national time cap
sule to represent America at the 
end of the 20th century. 

Gilles and her students jumped 
at the chance and immediately 
made arrangements to put together 
a short video. 

Gilles also received feedback 
from the White House saying that 
her students' sentiments on the 
issue of freedom were very "ar
ticulate" and "mind-boggling." 

The nationwide program will 
be televised from Washington 
D.C. and is dubbed as ''America's 
Millennium: A celebration for the 
nation." 

This is a three-day program 
where Americans will come to
getherto honor the past and imag

Confmued on page 40 
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Congressman Dino Jones (center) presents a certificate of appreciation to Dr. Chris Ebert-Santos for her 
many years of service as CHG pediatrician. Also in photo are Anicia and Jess Sonoda, Louvy Salas, Lourdes 
Santos and Alvaro Santos. Contributed Photo 

For plaintiffs seeking child support 

Right to court-appointed 
counsel OK'd by high court 

By Ferdie de la Torre 
Variety News Staff 

DOES the Superior Court have the 
authority to appoint counsel to as
sist plaintiffs in seeking child sup
port under the Uniform Parentage 
Act? 

"Yes," according to the CNMI 
Supreme Court in its decision re
versing the trial court's order deny
ing a motion for appointment of 
counsel filed by plaintiffs Kutelia 
and her minor child. 

The Supreme Court instructed 
the Superior Court to enter an order 
appointing counsel for the minor 
and his guardian. 

The high tribunal ruled that an 
indigent party seeking to enforce a 
judgmentestablishingpatemity and 
setting child support is entitled to 
court-appointed counsel. 

"This right to counsel furthers 
the Commonwealth's compelling 
interest in protecting children, by 
providing a means by which chil
dren may enforce theirrightto child 
support," said the decision penned 
by Chief Justice Miguel S. 
Demapan and concurred by Asso
ciate Justice Alexandro C. Castro, 
and Special Judge Michael White. 

Court records showed that the 
trial court issued in 1997 a judg
ment wherein defend,mt Jack was 
adjudged the father of Kutelia's 
minor son. 

The court granted custody to 
plaintiff Kutelia and ordered child 
support of $175 per month. The 
attorney for plaintiffs Kutelia and 
her son was permitted to and did 
withdraw in the case. 

Plaintiff Kutelia Jack filed in 
1998 a motion for appointment of 
counsel and supporting declaration, 
requesting assistance in seeking 
child support from Jack because 
they were unable to afford an attor
ney. 

At the hearing on the morion, the 
trial court found plaintiffs Kutelia 
and her son were not entitled to 
appointment of counsel, and in
stead suggested that they file a sepa
rate action regarding Jack's failure 
to pay child support. 

Plaintiffs appealed. 
Plaintiffs, through counsel Tom 

Schweiger of the Micronesian Le
gal Services Corp. Saipan, claimed 
they are enti tied to court-appointed 
counsel by the clear langnage of 
the statute. 

Agreeing with plaintiffs' posi
tion, the justices said, under the 
Commonwealth's Uniform Parent
age Act, a judgment establishing 
paternity may provide for child 
support. 

In the case, the justices said, the 
judgment specifically provides for 
child support, as permitted by the 
Act's plain language. 

Plaintiffs sought to enforce said 
judgment, as they are entitled to 
under the Act. They also requested 
that counsel be appointed to assist 
them in enforcing the judgment, 
arguing they were engaging in "fur
ther proceedings" that would au
thorize appointment of counsel 
under the Act. 

The justices said that while there 
are no Commonwealth cases dis
cussing this issue, other states dif
fer on whether an indigent parent 
has a due process right to appoint
ment of counsel. 

Of the states that have· adopted 
the Act, the justices explained, an 
overwhelming majority either re
quire or grant the court discretion 
in appointment of counsel for indi
gent parties in proceedings under 
the Act. 

In this case, the justices said, a 
party seeking to enforce a judg
ment establishing paternity and 
setting child support engages in 
"further proceedings" under the 
Act, and is therefore entitled to 
appointment of counsel. 

The Act authorizes a court to set 
child support at the same time it 
establishes paternity, the justices 
stressed. · 

While setting child support is not 
mandatory, the justices said, it is 
an "integral part of paternity pro
ceedings instituted under" the 
Act. 

Additionally, they pointed out, 
the Act's use of the word "shall" 
in describing the court's author
ity to appoint counsel indicates 
such appointment is mandatory 
with respect to indigent parties. 

Happy New Year 
from All of Us 

@ 

Authorized dealer of Pioneer Audio Video Equipment In Sa/pan 

By PILOT TRADING CORPORATION 

Tel. 234-9145 
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Schnabel Guam's top executive 
Ship ... 
Continued from page 1 

lier this year. 
Mm announced it would not 

allow the fuel from British Nuclear 
Fuels (BNFL) Sellafield pluto
nium factory to be loaded into its 
Takahama 4 reactor after news
paper reports that quality control 
data of the plutonium MOX pel
lets had been falsified by BNFL. 

Mm also announced that it had 
postponed all further shipments 
of plutonium fuel from BNFL 
until the company can restore its 
.. trustworthiness". 

Several countries, including 
Fiji, the Solomon Islands, Vanuatu 
and PNG, had criticized the 
nuclear shipments. 

Bribery ... 
Continued from page 1 

awaiting the sentencing. 
Manglona 's trusted aide, 

James K. Manglona, was also 
dragged into the case. He ad
mitted tampering a witness 
and was ordered to spend six 
months in jail. 

As if the Manglona contro
versy was not enough, the year 
ended with the shocking in
dictment of former Rep. and 
Commonwealth Utilities 
Corp. Board member Ben
jamin A. Sablan in federal court 
for allegedly soliciting and ac
cepting bribes from business
woman Beth Castaneda in con
nection with the hiring of some 
alien workers for CUC. 

The bribery allegedly occurred 
beginning in l 995 and continuing 
until 1997. Sablan has denied the 
charges. 

Before the Sablan expose, 
another prominent person 
from Tinian also became sub
ject of an FBI investigation. 
This time, it was former Tinian 
congressman and mayor James 
M. Mendiola and three other 
persons charged in federal 
court for alleged cattle rus
tling activities. 

Meanwhile, the Superior 

Court was also busy entertain
ing bribery charges. 

In mid-part of this year, lo
cal authorities busted a group 
of businessmen who were al
legedly engaged in smuggling 
cigarettes in connivance with 
some Customs officers at the 
Saipan airport. 

As a result, then Customs 
officers Antonio S. Reyes and 
Benjamin Delos Reyes were 
charged with bribery and mis
conduct in public office. 

Reyes was recently sen
tenced to 60 days in jail, all 
suspended for a period of three 
years. 

And of course many were 
surprised when investigators 
from the Attorney General's 
Office and Department of Pub
lic Safety arrested former Sen
ate President Juan S. Demapan 
and a businessman during a raid 
at an illegal gambling operation 
in Garapan last September. 

Demapan, however, fought 
back by filing a $3-million law
suitagainst acting AG Maya Kara, 
DPS Commissioner Charles 
Ingram and other persons over 
alleged illegal arrest during the 
raid of their "legitimate" gam
bling establishment. 

BothDemapan 's criminal and 
civil cases are pending in the 
trial court. 

-HAGA TNA- FirstHawaiianBank 
and Guam Business magazine 
named Henry L. Schnabel, general 
manager and executive vice presi
dent of Calvo's Insurance Under
writers, Inc., the Guam Business 
1999 Executive of the Year at a 
gala held Wednesday at the Hilton 
Guam, a media release said. 

The event was attended by more 
than 200 guests. 

Schnabel began his successful 
career in Manila in 1949 as an 
assistant internal auditor for Insu
lar Life, the largest insurance com
pany in the Philippines at the time. 

At the request of the late E.T. 
"Jake" Calvo, founder of Calvo 
businesses, Schnabel moved to 
Guam in 1952 and joined Calvo's 
Insurance. 

The company employed four and 
generated no more than $250,000 
annually. 

"I sold the policies, typed the 
polices, delivered them and col
lected the premiums," Schnabel, 

75, recalls. 
He returned to Manila in 1963 

and joined American International 
Group as vice president in charge 
of property and casualty. 

Seven years.later, Jake Calvo's 
sons, Eddie, Paul and Jerry asked 
Schnabel to return to Guam this 
time, as a 20 percent shareholder of 
Calvo's Insurance. Schnabel ac
cepted, and since then, the com" 
pany has grown into a multimillion 
dollar insurance agency. 

Schnabel founded the Filipino 
Community of Guam and has 
served as president of the Marianas 
Lion Club and district governor of 
the Lions Club Guam. 

He and his wife, C armen, have 
seven children and 12 grandchil
dren. 

Schnabel was one of the 10 ex
ecutives nominated for the 1999 · 
award. 

He is the 17th recipient of the 
award, which was first presented in 
1983. 

cJlf errg BRrisfmas and a '1:capp!f cNew S'ear 

AQUA RESORT CLUB 
Saipan 

A great p_lace to be ... 
Tel: (670) 322-1-234 • Fax: (670) 322-1220 
E-mail: inbsales@aquaresortsaipan.com 

26 27 
CHAMPAGNE STEAK & LOBSTER 

SUNDAY BRUNCH NIGHT 
from 11 :OOAM - from 6:30PM-9:30PM 

2:00PM CAB Steak & Lobster 
Adult: $20.00 priced by ounces and 
Child: $10.00 includes; 

Salad Bar with your 
DINNER choice of Dressings 

A 'LA CARTE' and Tempting 
Desserts. 

29 
ITALIAN NIGHT CHAMORRO FIESTA 
DINNER BUFFET DINNER BUFFET 

from 6:30pm - 9:30 from 6:30 p.m. to 
pm 9:30 p.m. 

ADULT: $22.00 ADULT: $22.00 
CHILD: $11.00 CHILD: $11.00 

l- l-

23 
STEAK & LOBSTER 

NIGHT 
from 6:30pm-

9:30pm 
CAB Steak & Lobster 
priced by ounces and 

includes: 
Salad Bar with your 
choice of Dressings 

and Tempting 
Desserts 

SOUTH OF THE 
BORDER 

(MEXICAN STYLE) 
DINNER BUFFET 
from 6:30pm to 

9:30pm 
Adult: $22.00 
Child: $11.00 

I 
0; 
~ '?... 

' 

24 
SEAFOOD DINNER 

BUFFET 
at Costa Restaurant 

from 6:30PM-9:30PM 
Adult: $22.00 
Child: $11.00 

CHRISTMAS GALA 
DINNER 

SIT-DOWN 
DINNER 

at Raraina 
Restaurant 

Adult: $55.00 / 
Kids: $30.00 

f)1·.) 
NEW YEARS EVE 

GALA DINNER 
at Raraina Restaurant 

Adult: $65.00 / 
Kids: $35.00 

From 6:00PM -
10:00PM 

·25 
EGGNOG LUNCH 

BUFFET 
AT COSTA 

RESTAURANT 
from 11:00AM to 2:00PM 

Adult $18.00 / Kids: 
$10.00 

CHRISTMAS DINNER 
BUFFET 

at Costa Restaurant 
from 6:30PM - 9:30PM 
Adult: $22.00 / Kids: 

$11.00 

TRADITIONAL 
CHRISTMAS DINNER 
at Raralna ( Fine Dining) 

SIT-DOWN DINNER 
from 6:30PM - 9:30PM 
Adult $55.00 / Kids: 

$30.00 

HANG-OVER ' ' 
BRUNCH 

at the Costa and 
Raraina Restaurant 
from 11:00 a.m. to 

2:00 p.m. 
ADUL"'f: $22.00 
CHILD: $11.00 

STEAK & LOBSTER 
NIGHT 

from 6:30PM-9:30PM 
CAB Steak & Lobster 
priced by ounces and 

includes: 
Salad Bar with your 
choice of Dressings 

and Tempting 
Desserts. 

"' .. 

(301bs) 

US Pork Chops $13.95 

US Beef Short Ribs $17.95 

.,:,:::_. ,,_' ,. 

ic en Leg 
Quarter 

(33 lbs) 

Black Tiger Shrimps 16/20 $6.95 
£jj!1,' box 

U.S. Extra Large Eggs $1.29 
doz 

Pork Spare Ribs 
t, (20 lbs) 
~ 

if.:~. $11.95 c/s 
limit 2 o/s 

Nestea Ice Tea Mix (53 oz) $3.29 

r:1:2) NZ Flank Steak $18.95 Milagrosa Super Jasmine Rice 

Stove Top Stuffing Mix 

I Folgers Coffee (39 oz.) $6.95 

i Kikkoman Soy sauce (1.611) $3.49 
$1s.oo II 

6 oz 

$1.19 
NZ Beef Stew $12.95 

$1.99 ---6: Sugar (44 lbs) 
Bar-S Chopped Ham $14.95 

15 lbs) 

'Cl~.c. Frank Miller Sausage $12.95 Tilapia 
Seafood Mix 

~Bar-S Jumbo Franks Hotdog .9~ I/. Milkfish 

Pot Roast (lbs) $1.79 

Ground beef (101bs) $14.95 

Portuguese Sausage $1.95 

Ajinomoto 111bsJ iJ 
Imitation Crabmeat 111bJ 

Argo Cornstarch 

lb .99¢ 
$2.99 

lb $1.29 

$1.29 

$1.99 

.69¢ 

lchiban 
(21.c/tJ 

$6.75 c/s 

Gain (120 load) 

limit 2 OS. 

~ 

Del Monte Catchup 40oz $2.50 

Tang 120 qrtJ $6.95 

Sanka Instant Coffee $4.95 
(8 oz) 

Three Diamond Tuna .89¢ 
Coco Tuna .79¢ 

Delmonte Whole Corn .69¢ 

Charmin 12 Roll 

Diamond G 
Calrose Rice 

l60 lbs) 

$16.95 

Spam $1.69 
Wesson Oil r1 9a1J $5.95 

Salad Oil (s ga11 $15.95 

@ Foam Plate (50 cit) $1.99 

B9unty Paper Towel$1.29 

1\1 Best Foods Mayonnaise $3.69 
._... (32 oz) 

Ox & Palm (corned beeQ $1.59 

Beachcliff Sardines .69¢ 

Golden State Vinegar (1 gal) $2.39 

~ Gain !Liquid 100 ozJ $6.50 

Diamond Foil 200 sq m. $4.95 

Real 
Freshmilk 

Reg or Low l32 oz) 

$12.75 c/s 
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Guam airport beefs 
u·p security for Y2K 

Variety News Staff 
THE GUAM International Airport 
Authority (GIAA) has beefed up 
security at the A.8. Won Pat Inter
national Airport in line with other 
U.S. airports which have been ad
vised to tighten up security due to 
possible terrorist attacks du~ng the 
millennium rollover. · · • • 

Althouo-h the threat of terrorist . 
action at tl!e Guam airport is re
mote, GIAA is taking no chances 
and has scrutinized every possible 
loophole within the airport's secu
ritv svsrem. 

:.\Ve have adopred measures to 
prevent any penetration by unau
thorized personnel." GIAA Deputy 
General Manager Gil Robles said 
yesterday during GIAA 's board 
meeting. 

He said the security chief of the 
Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) has already issued a report 
praising the Guam airport's secu
rity measures which FAA ranks as 
among the best in the region. 

But Robles said security mea
sures will continue to be tightened 

so that the millennium rollover this 
evening would be incident-free. 

With regard to the Year 2000 
(Y2K) computer bug, Robles re
ported that all the airport's systems 
with the exception of the building 
automation system (BAS) is Y2K 
compliant 
· "We will upgrade the system 
this March. But just to be sure, we 
already rolled back the year date to 
1992-1993. So we expect no prob
lems. We'll bring it up to the cur
rent date when we upgrade it next 
year," Robles said 

He stressed that visitors disem
barking from the airport and GIAA 's 
other customers shouldencounterno 
inconvenience related to Y2K. 

According to Robles, only a few 
flights will be coining in tonight 
and these flights will be coining in 
early before the stroke of midnight. 

Still, Robles said GIAA person
nel from computer technicians to 
managers, electricians and mainte
nance personnel will be present 
throughoutNewYear'sEveincase 
of any emergen·cy. 

Open until 4:00 a.m. 
Let's dance and jive into 2000 

on Dec. 31, 1999 

J>RESWfS 

.P~' N~ 
every Friday and even on 

New Year's Eve at 
$5.00 entrance fee with 2 drinks-Of.your 

choice and many give aw~yt 

New Year's Day too with a 

$5.00 Entrance Fee with 2 drinks of your choice 

(After 12:45 a.m.) 

Not applicable on New Year's Eve!!! 

Red.Cross ready for 
any Y2K 'incidents' · 

AMERICAN Red Cross Disaster 
Services, Blood Services regions 
and Armed Forces Emergency Ser
vices (AFES) are ready for Y2K 
and are prepared to respond to dis
ruptions that may occur across the 
nation. 

FromGuaminthePacificthrougb 
the United States, the Caribbean 
Island territories and back to Arneri
can Samoain thePacific,Red Cross' 
paid and volunteer staff are pre
pared to respond to emergencies 
whether Y2K or weather-related. 

"The American public has placeq 
itstrustandconfidenceintheArneri
can Red Cross because they know 
the Red Cross will be there," said 
Red Cross President and CEO Dr. 
Bernadine Healy. 

"For more than I I 8 years, the 
American Red Cross has been sav
inglivesandhelpingpeoplethrough 
emergencies, and as we ring in the 
new year, paid and volunteer staff 
across the country will be on laertto 
respond to individual and family 
needs as they arise. At the Red 
Cross, we made a promise to the 
American public, we'll be there, 
and that's a promise we intend to 
keep into the next millennium," 
said Healy. 

The Red Cross service delivery 
network is ready to enter the year 
2000. 

With people and supplies strate
gically placed and ready to move at 
a moment's notice, the organiza
tion is relying upon years of expe
rience in preparing for, preventing 
and r,:sponding to emergencies. 

In St. Louis, the Red Cross Na
tional Inventory Management Sys
tem serves as the nerve center for 
Red Cross Blood Services. 

Staff there will monitor blood 

supplies at each Red Cross region and 
be prepared to transport blood from 
one region to another if necessary to · 
meet patient needs. 

Blood ~!:ions across the country 
· will be communicating whilt is hap-. 

pening in their locales with National 
Headquarters. 

On December 31 and January 1, the 
state lead chapters for Disaster Ser
vices will communicate the impact of 
Y2K in communities in their states to 
the Red Cross national Disaster Op
erations Celller(DOC) in Falls Church, · 

. VA. . . 

Communications, Logistics, Mass 
· Care, Government Relations and addi
tional operations and staffing profes
sionals will augment the DOC's 24-
hour operation beginning early New 

· Year's Eve Day. 
The DOC will be fully activated 

from 11 p.m. on New Year's Eve 
through New Year's Day in order to · 
ensure coverage through every u.s.· 
time zone. 

This heightened activity is the cul
mination of a year's worth of educa
tion and planning on the Y2K issue. 

Since late 1997, the Red Cross has 
encouraged its local chapters to talce an 
active role in communities nationwide 
by working with local governments, 
emergency management agencies and 
others to increase awareness and pre
paredness for potential Y2K disrup
tions. 

More than 7 million copies of the 
Red Cross Y2K preparedness brochure 
have been distributed nationwide. 

The brochure offers common sense 
advice and the appropriate individual 
and family preparedness tips. 

And since January 1, 1999, millions 
of people have visited the Red Cross 
Y2K preparedness Red Cross Biomedi
cal Services is prepared for the Year 

llewAwa. 

2000 and is prepared to continue 
collecting, processing and distrib
uting blood and blood products 
throughout the holiday season and 
into.tl;le New Year. 

Red Cross.Biomedical Services 
has invested a significant amowtt 
of financial and intellectual re
sources to prepare for the nim of the 
century. 

This includes systems reviews, 
updates and contingency plans in
volving vendors who support the 
Red Cross(e.g., blood bags, testing 
materials) and the Red Cross Na
tional Biomedical Computer Sys
tem (NBCS). 

Every unit of blood is tracked by 
the NBCS from the time it is do
nated through the testing and 
manufacturing process until it is 
ultimately distributed to hospitals 
to meet patient needs. 

The Red Cross will continue to 
be there to supply nearly one-half 
of the nation's blood supply. With 
the unease surrounding Y2K, vol
unteer blood donors and hospital 
customers should feel confident. 
that the··Red Cross will be there 
and will continue to uphold their 
trust during the winter holiday. 

"The Red Cross relies on the 
generosity of volunteer blood do
nors to have enough blood for all 
patients who need it throughout 
the New Year holiday and the rest 
of the season. All eligible blood 
donors are encouraged .to help 
meet patients' needs and maintain 
an adequate blood supply as 2000 
approaches," Healy concluded. 

Blood donors are encouraged to 
call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE or their lo
cal Red Cross Blood Services re
gion to schedule an appOintment to 
donate blood. 

Ill 

Super Blowout Sale~ 
Prices Slashed 25-50% 

Come to Wham Bam Fireworks 
Where Prices Explode on Middle Road!!! 

Wham Barn is located on 
Middle Road, Gualo Rai Next to Subway, Tel. 235-7087 

·~··---
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Garapan & San Jose 
. WHOLE 
CHICKEN 

s1 a.99 
We~:~~ .. " ~tic.lei CHICKEN 

LEG QUARTER 

;: 

30 LBS. ltf~ 
LIMIT 2 CS. 

PORK CHOP 
$14.99 

FAMILY BAG 

PORK 
SPARERIBS 

s7.sg 
FAMILY BAG 

GARDEN MAID 
VEG. OIL 
SS.99 /1 GAL. 

KIKKOMAN 
SOY SAUCE 
1.6 L. s3.99 

NESTEA 
530Z .. 
$q, ~SJ 

lil2,l fl:! • 

US EGGS 
EXTRA LARGE 

SUGAR 
s1.as 

• . ·_ SPARERIBS 
~ .. --.. -,, .. :. 

s12.ss 
20 LBS. 

LIMIT 2 CS. 

BEEF SHORTRIBS 
s19.99 

FAMILY 
BAG 

MACKEREL 
$6• gg/FAMILY BAG 

THREE DIAMOND 
TUNA 
.99¢ 

PAUL'S 
MILK 

$1Q.99/CS. 

OX& PALM 
CORNED BEEF 
s1.19 

12 oz. 
s1.4s 
fa1 GOLD MEDAL 

BEEF RIBEYE 
STEAK 

s19.99 
FAMILY BAG 

TILAPIA 
$1.29/LB. 

SUNFLOWER 
MACKEREL 
s1.4s 

CALROSE 
RICE 

$16. 99 /50 LBS. 

FOLGERS __ _ 
COFFEE 

39 oz. 
s7.99 

GOLDEN STATE 
VINEGAR 

1 @All~IM $2a ~9 

BOUNTY 
PAPER 
TOWEL 
s1.49 

SOFT & GENTLE 
/• TISSUE 4 ROLLS $1. 49 

s10.s~~/ 

BEEF STEW 

s13.9s 
FAMILY 

BAG 

MILK FISH 
$1. 49/LB. 

ICHIBAN 
S&.99/CS. 

SPAM 

s1.79 

GAIN 

85 LOAD 
s14.s9 

CLOROX 
1 GALLON $211 49 

TIDE/LIQUID 
DETERGENT 
50 oz. 
s4 .gg 

TIDE lr':i\~ 
42 LOAD$9.99 ~ 

=·····~ ~ FLOUR 
s LB. s1.99 $17 99E!J' 12 ROLLS $4. 99 85 LOAD I ~!~l 

Effective AUG.1~ Garapan will be open from 6:00 a.m. to 12 midnight 

TEL. 233-7001 (GARAPAN) • 235-3131 (SAN JOSE)• WE ACCEPT FOOD STAMP 



Enfamil wnron 
(ready to drink) 

Ox & Palm 
Corned Beef 

1 
...... 
. 

. 

t BozJ16 cans • 5 9f 5 oz}\ 

Coco Tuna Carpi Sun 
Juice 

s2 s9 
• box 

.79~ea. 

Tang Orange 
(4 lbsJ 

u . 

. 
. 

. 

s1. 9!a. 

King Charming 
$ Ill 49 

4 rolls Ill " 

$ 5) 99 
12 rolls t2J " 

$ ""£J 99 
24 rolls ii a 

Clorox 
1 gal. 

ff: s2 .. 39ea 

Wonderful Detergent 
1.5 kg.$ 3.59 ea 

3 kg. $7 .89 ea 

r. $1.25 ea 

DANDAN .... 
UNCLE JOHN • 

SUPERMARKET 

TOAfflPORT 

DAHDAN ....... 
TOAUIPOIIT 

TOSANJOS• 

-
-

Hereford 
Luncheon 

Meat 

s 1 49 
• lea. 

ff gal) 

s6.9 ~ea. 

Master A-1 
Tuna 

. 79~ea. 

Kosher 
Pickles 

$5·99 
• lea. 

Tang Orange 
11.5 kgJ 

···-. 

.. 

s4· 49 
• lea. 

Kanwang 
Thai 

Jasmine 
Rice 
50 lbs 

s 16.49 

White 
Jasmine Rice 

(20 kgJ 

All set·for CNMI 
Census2000 
THE DEPARTMENT of Com
merce (DOC) will be conducting 
the very last census for the millen
nium, Census 2000 CNMI Area 
Manager Sohale Samari said. 

The actual start date of enumera
tion ( counting of the people) will 
beonApril I although the planning 
of Census 2000 has already started 
years back. 

Beginning mid-March the U.S. 
Postal Service will deliver the Cen
sus questionnaire to as many house
holds as possible via their P.O. 
Box numbers.· 

The questionnaires will have in
~tructions asking respondents to 
complete the form for their house
hold. 

Residents will be asked to hold · 
the form until a Census worker 
comes to their home to pick it up. If 
the household does not receive a 
form in the mail, enumerators will 
conduct an interview at the house
hold using a questionnaire designed 
for personal interview situations. 

The Census 2000 is concerned 
about population, housing and in
come . 

The questions regarding popula
tion ask for resident's name, age, 
sex, and marital status. 

Residents will be asked if they 

rent or own their property. They 
will also be asked about their in
come, employment, and level of 
education and profession. · 

According to Samari, individu
als need not worry in giving out 
personal information since Census 
officials are sworn to secrecy. 

"The enumerators (people who 
come to your home) are required to 
have an FBI check and drug test. · 
TheCensusinformationisnotavail
able to police, IRS, INS, courts or 
to the military," Sarriari said. 

The U.S. Department of Com
merce fiscal 2000 budget ear
marked $3.5 million to carry out 
the census in the Northern 
Marianas. 

There will be almost 500 jobs 
created for the residents of the is
lands. The positions will have a 
pay range from$9.50to$14.00per 
hour. 

Even though preference is given 
to U.S. citizens, qualified non-citi

. zens will be also be considered 
because their bilingual skills will 
be enlisted. 

Census 2000 will be running job 
vacancy announcements for an 
ongoing recruitment campaign 
throughout the many phases of the 
Census. 

From left, seated: Tina Sakisat, Census CNMI Area Manager Sohale 
Samari, and Barbara Hunt. Standing: Mike Untalan and Jphn Blanco. 

··;. _! 
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In Marshalls 

Court rejects poll protests 
By Giff Johnson 
For the Variety 

MAJURO - The Marshall ls
lands High Court dismissed two 
election protests Thursday 

Palau attains 
'political 
maturity' 

By Malou L. Sayson 
For the Variety 

KOROR (Palau Horizon) -
If there could only be one leg
islative measure, which has 
catapulted Palauan politics 
into maturity, it was the Sen
ate reaf!portionment which is 
expected to drive senators out 
of the limited confines of their 
political turfs into becoming 
seasoned politicians serving 
the public at large. 
· According to House Speaker 

Ignacio Anastacio, the forma
tion of the Senate Reappor
tionment Commission (SRC) 
has created a ripple effect in 
the political growth of the 
country. by creating a senate 
to be elected at large instead 
of the parochial selection 
whereby [they] are made to 
represent only certain dis
tricts, thus creating political 
imbalances. 

This is clearly manifested 
by the existing senate of the 
5th Olbiil Era Kelulau (OEK) 
whereby there are nine sena
tors representing the State of 
Koror while the rest represent 
the main island of Babe)daob 
and the outlying states. 

"Palau has matured politi
cally, slowly rising from a 
myopic political stance," said 
the speaker. 

The Senate reapportion
ment, which was recently up
held by the Supreme Court, is 
regarded by the speaker as one 
of the most sign,ificant 
achievements made ·by this 
congress . 

According to him, [it] en
hances political process and 
provides for the stability of 
the government. 

Asked what the congress has 
done that would leave indel
ible mark in the history of 
Palau, the speaker could but 
mention three: the reappor
tionment bill, the Code of Eth
ics, and the changes earlier 
made in the election process 
which spared the country from 
international embarrassment 
by sending out ballot boxes 
abroad during elect,ion time. 

You can avoid accident, 
if you ... 

Drive 
Safely 

morning in Majuro, and was 
expected to reject a third, con
firming a parliamentary major
ity for the former opposition 
United Democratic Party. 

Three losing candidates filed 
complaints in the High Court 
earlier this week asking for re
counts and seeking court ac
tion to over-turn the results in 
three closely contested outer 
island races for Nitijela (par
liament). The Nitijela meets 
this Monday to elect a new 
President, who is expected to 
come from the ranks of the 
UDP - the first time in 20 
years that an opposition party 
has formed a government in 
the Marshall Islands. 

The election claims alleged 
conflicts of interest by the 
electoral personnel, double 
voting, and improper proce-

<lures in the handling of bal
lots. But High Court Judge H. 
Dee Johnson said his job was 
to insure that Marshalls chief 
electoral officer Joseph 
Jorlang did his job proper! y, 
not review the conduct of the 
election. "The evidence shows 
that the chief electoral officer 
has procedures in place to deal 
with these issues, and he did 
so properly," Johnson said in 
rejecting a request to void one 
ballot box in a race won by 
just one vote. 

Wotho Atoll candidate 
Fountain Inok, a close associ
ate of President Imata Kabua, 
who lost to incumbent Trans
portation Minister Kunio 
Lemari, 93-92, charged that 
in Majuro, 47 votes were cast 
but just 43 a voters' names 
were checked marked on the 

registration list as having ac
tually cast ballots. But 
Johnson said a recount had al
ready been granted, with the 
same outcome. While he said 
he wished the discrepancy be
tween votes cast and the reg
istration list hadn't occurred, 
Johnson said lnok showed no 
evidence that this wasn't 
merely a clerical error. "The 
chief electoral officer is ap
pointed by law to be the judge 
of the election," he said. "I 
find no fault here." 

Johnson's rulings continue 
an unbroken Marshall Islands 
court record of rejecting all 
election complaints. The bur
den of bringing forward proof 
before the High Court rests 

. with the candidates, not the 
Electoral Administration, he 
said. 

He also dismissed a request 
by losing candidate Sapong 
Keju for a recount in the Mejit 
Island race that was won by 
incumbent UDP senator 
Helkena Anni, 246-231, say
ing Keju had brought forward 
no evidence to substantiate 
claims that election officials 
accepted "spoiled" postal .ab
sentee ballots. 

The judge granted a delay 
on the complain of incumbent· 
Justice Minister Hemos Jack 
who has objected to Jorlang's 
refusal to grant a recount in th.e 
race that was won by UDP can
didate Maynard Alfred, 312-
309. 

Jack was off-island when the 
morning hearing commented 
and expected to arrive later 
Thursday, so the hearing was 
re-scheduled for late afternoon. 

MICRONESIAN 
BROKERS 

. 1/i) 
~~ 

~Nestle 
DICKERSON 

~ 
QUINN, LTD 
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Samoa gets ready for · 
millennium celebration 
30 DEC 99 APIA (Pacnews) 
- Samoa will celebrate the 
new millennium with a 
programme put together by the 
Samoa Millennium Society. 

According to a statement, 
the Society '"has put together 
an entertainment package that 
will be hard to forget'". 

"It is aimed at reflecting the 
historical significance of the 
occasion and to help capture 
the pervasive mood and spirit 
the millennium is set to gen
erate," the Society said. 

Samoa's Head of State, 
Malietoa Tanumafili II will 

The All New 1999 
Volkswagen Bug 

1st Prize: 
2 Round Trip tickers to Bali on Continent;i/ 
Airlines and 3-night stay at Bali Hyatt · 

2nd Prize: 

deliver an official address to the 
nation and to the world on the 
stroke of midnight to mark the 
event. 

The official new year's 
programme will begin at 6.30pm 
in front of the Government 
Buildings at Ele 'ele Fou. 

The Police Band will perform 
at a retreat parade that will ac
company the lowering of the 
national flag - "the flag of free
dom". 

The Prime Minister Tuilaepa 
Saile le Malielegaoi will then de
liver his address followed by 
entertainment, including a fash-

ion show depicting island de
signs of the current millen
nium and a traditional dance 
by Miss Samoa, Taralina 
Gae'e. 

The official countdown will 
begin at 11.45pm on Decem
ber 31. 

A message by the United 
Nations Secretary General 
Kofi Anan on "Peace to the 
World" will be broadcast as 
part of the programme. 

The programme will end 
with a fireworks display 
funded by the Chinese Gov
ernment. 

.- ' ·,,, 

· 6th Prize: . 
2-nighr Slay at HyatiRegency 

Round Trip ti'cket to J-lor1g Kong on Asiana <1frlines 
and.J-nigh1 iray ar Hyau Regency /-long Kong 

Saipan's Presidential Suite 

7th Prize: 
3-night stay ar Grand Hyarr 

3rd Prize: 
Round Trip lic~cl to Koh~a on Asian a Airlines and 
J-night sray .~t Gr,wd r1,1,,11t Seoul 

4th Prize: 
Round Trip 1/cki~! ro )ap,w on Japan Airlines and 
3-nighr stay at I /yarr Re6,•11cy Osaka 

5th Prize: 
, 2 Round Trip tickers ro Guam on Continental Airlines 

and 3-nighr stay ar Uv,,11 Reger1cy Guam 

Hyatt Regency Saipan Presents 

HYATT INTERNATIONAL 
CHARITY EVENT: 

"Children of the World 
Charity Sweepstakes11 

T1d.N~ may IJerurch.:isetJ at all H1·.1tt •,-51au-:i111~. 
on Corner ,1r1d Front Desk, Al~o .1\·ail,1IJl1· 
.1: tl,e Ct-I( Vu!unlL-cr5 Gift Shop 

Fukuoka, Japan 
8th Prize: · 

3-night stay at Hyatt Regency Cheju, Korea 

9th Prize: 
3-night stay ar Hyall Regency Pusan, Korea 

10th Prize: 
3-night stay at Hyatt Regency Manila, Philippines 

And more ... 

$10 EACH 
BOOKLETS OF 6 fDR JUST 550.00 

The Hyatl Regency Saipan, in accordance 
wilh Hyau International Hotels, is raising $2 million 

to build the Children's Village for orphaned, 
underprivileged and sick children of the world. 
Every child deserves a chance, as 1he children 
of today will become the leaders of lomorrow. 

Wilh every purchase of a sweepstakes ticker, 
you will help a child reach their potential. 

Help build the Children's Village with a purchase 
of a I icket lOl.lay. 

All proceeds to hcrleii1 HIH Chlldrcn's Village for orphaned, undc:f"Pri.,.ileBed al'ld skk children of the world, and lhe GiC Voluntee,s' ~soclation. 
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Pago court prevents 
worker deportations 
PAGO PAGO (Pacnews)-The 
American Samoa High Court has 
issued a second temporary re
straining order (TRO) against 
garment manufacturer Daewoosa 
Samoa preventing the company's 
management from harassing and 
or deporting any of its Vietnam
ese workers without court review 
and approval. 

This follows the recent depor
tation by Daewoosa of nine Viet
namese workers despite an ear
lierTRO issued by the court which 
prohibited the company from tak-

, ing such action without the due 
process of immigration and other 
pertinent laws. 

Defendants in the new lawsuit 
include Daewoosa Samoa presi
dent and chief operations officer 
Kil-Soo Lee, Lieutenant Gover
nor Togiola Tulafono and the · 
American Samoa Government. · 

According to the lawsuit 
Daewoosa violated conditions of 
a wage settlement agreement 
brokered by the U.S Labour De
partment between the· company 
and workers forregular and over
time wages. 

The settlement was to compen
sate the 19 other Vietnamese 
workers for lost wages from 
Daewoosa. · 

As part of the settlement's rules, 
Daewoosa was to make the pay
ments to the Labour Department, 
which would then disburse the 
payments among the workers in
volved in the settlement. 

The law suit alleged that 
Daewoosa breached· the wage 
settlement·agreement by default
ing on its wage payments to the 
Labour Department to cover the 
period between last March and 
last September. 

Helicopter robbery try 
elicits tighter secutjty 
PORT MORESBY (Pacnews) . 
- New stringent security mea
sures have been taken by all 
banks in the Papua New Guinea 
(PNG) capital Port Moresby 
following the daring downtown 
helicopter robbery attempt of 
the PNG Banking Corporation 
two weeks ago. 

The new measures were en
forced last week. Customers had 
to queue up outside the banks 
before they were let in one or 
two at a time. 

The number allowed into bank 
premises differed from bank to 
bank. 

At the ANZ Banking Group 
branches, two customers were 
let in at a time. 

They were required to pro
vide proof that they had an ac-

'• . 

count at the bank. 
Managing Director of ANZ, 

Frank Gamble confirmed the 
new security measures saying 
the decision to impose tighter 
security· was reached by all 
banks after the attempted heli
copter robbery during which 
five robbers were shot dead by 
police. 

Gamble, who is also the Chair
man of the Commercial Bank
ers Association; said the deci
sion was made in the interest of 
their customers, 

He said customers have re
acted favourably to the new 
measures, 

He said the security measures 
would continue until the law 
and order situation in the capi
tal is under control. 

Vanuatu .~eacher trainees get help 

PORT VILA (Pacnews) -
Twenty-five ni-Vanuatu teacher 
trainees at the Vanuatu Teachers 
College (VTC) have been 
awarded scholarships by the Aus
tralian government for next year. 

The students will be undertake 
the two year diploma programme 
underthe Vanuatu -Australia Sec
ondary teachers Education Project 
(VASTEP). 

Another 50 will enrol in the 

programme in the year 2001. 
The scholarship award is a re

sult of negotiations between the 
Minister of Education, Jacques 
Sese, the Australian High Com
missioner, Perry Head, and 
AusAID's first Secretary, Geoff 
Mcconnel. 

Head said Australia has com
mitted V5 million (US$38,500) 
every year towards the 
programme. 
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We accept major cards: 

11 f :ill·•] [ VISA l 
Ii . NAP FOOD STAMPS 

,. 
11 
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• CNMI SENIOR CITIZEN CARDS 

Fresh Yellowfin Tuna 
Chilled $6.99 

[-1..--~,--- ·.----.·,-----

Watennelon Seedless 

89c 1b. 

Orange Valencia 

99c 1b. 

Pear BarUett 4409# 

$119 lh. 

Green D'Anlou Pear 4416# 
99Clb. · 

Red D' Anjou Pear 4417# 
$1.291b. 

Carnati@n C@ffee 

Mate 16 oL $1.69 

Sweet Mate Sweetener 
100 packets 3.5 oz. 

$1.29 

4 oz. 2 Ravor 
99c 

Ricola Natural Hems 
Cough Drops 21 drops 

$1.59 
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Island Fiesta Bldg. Susupe • Tel.: 235-1492 • Fax: 235-1493 

(' 

Call 

235-1492 
~---' 

MEAT CUTTING 
ROOM 

Fresh New Zealand 

FOR 
SPECIAL CUTS 

Lettuce Cello 
Crown Broccoli 

Broccoli 99C lb. 

Lettuce Roman 89C lb. 

Lettuce Red Leaf $109 lb. 

Lettuce Green Leaf $109 lb. 

US Tomato 5x6 $149 lb. 

US Tomato Cheny $L29 lh. 

Coco Manila 
Coconut Milk 

400 gms. 99c each 

Montano Sardines 

228 grns. 

$2.19 each 

S&W Fruit Cocktail 

15 J/4 oz. $1.09 

Ciirns Punch 

lgal. $3.29 

Kikkoman 
20 oz. 
Kikkoman 
1.6 liter 

Vegetable Oil 

lgal. $4.69 
All Purpose 

Vegetable Oil 35 lb. 
$17.99 

Chilled • 
OPEN 8 AM TO 5 PM DAILY 

King Salmon $7 99 
Certified Angus Beef 
Top Sirloin Steak 
Chilled $5.99 lb. 

~¥,£=,..,:& 
t' .. ' ,?,;,, 

' ~~:' : (, :·::?(' 

Certified Angus Beef 
Top Round Steak 
Chilled $5. 09 lb. 

Certified Angus Beef 
Top Sirloin 
Roast Chilled $5.99 lb. 

Certified Angus Beef 
Ground jeef for Hambu 
Chilled $1.99 lb. 

Certified Angus Beef 
London Broil Steak 
Chilled $5.99 lb. 

Certified Angus Beef 
Bone-In Chuck Steak 
Chilled $3.09 
Cerlified Angus Beef 
Top Round Roast 
Chilled $5.09 

Western Family 

- , ,' , 

"•·'~ 

. . 
·'"""'"' '' ' 

i:...c. , ' ' ..,., ' 

Did Fashion Sheroet Hatt Gallon $2.99 
Western Family Premium Ice Cream 1/2 gal. $2.99 

Suauia 
Shampoo 15 oz. 

Conditioner 15 oz. 
Moisturizing 15 oz. 

Zee Napkin 360 cts. 
Zee Napkin 120 cts. 
Zee Napkin 60 cts. 

Excellent Rice Stick 8 oz. 
Excellent Rice Stick 16 oz. 
Excellent Rice Flour 8 oz. 

$3.59 
$1.39 
79c 

79c 
$169 
79c 

Soft N' Gentle lissue 4 Rolls 

Western Family Foam Cups 

$1.59 
99c 

Saipan Fresh Pork 
S/D Adobo 
Chilled $3.59 lb •. 

Saipan Fresh Pork 
Rib Chop $3 99 Chilled • lb. . 

Saipan Fresh Pork 
Meaty Bone 
Chilled $2.59 lb 

US Frozen Pork Chop 

Family Bag $1. 79 lb. 

Pork Spareribs 

10 lb. box $13.99 

Tyson Chicken 
Quarter Leg 
5 lb. box $3.49 
Western Family Ice 
Cream 1/2 gal. 
$3.29 Any flavor 

Chi«:!mrn 
Quarter Leg 
33 lb. $16.17 

Diamond G 
Calrose Rice$ 
. 50 lb. 17 .99 
;====~?f 

Kanwang Thai Rice 
50 lb .. 

$18.99 
Campbell's 
Pork/Beans 

11 oz. 59 C each 

Black Tiger Shrimp 
13/15 
l lb box $10.99 

Frozen 
Alimasag Crab 

$4.49 pack 

Frozen 
Round Scud GC 

$2.49 pack 

Frozen Sapsap 
1 lb. 

$2.89/bag 
Frozen Milkfish 

Any size 

$2.39 each 

Frozen lilapia 

$1.99 each 

Chicken leg Quarter 
Family Bag 
69c 1b. 

Mang Tomas Sauce 
HoVReg. 

59c each 

C~f liqui(l /.kh11t11: 
12 oz. 

$2.09 
JIF Peanut Butter Creamy 

18 oz. $2.79 
JIF Peanut Butter Extra 

Crunch 18 oz. $2.39 

White Snow 
Granulated Sugar 
2 kgs. $1.39 

C&H Pure Cane Sugar 
Individual Packages 

100/ 1/8 oz. $1.59 

ij 
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Philippine ferry runs 
aground; no one hurt 
T ACLO BAN, Philippines 
(AP) - A ferry carrying more 
than 200 people rim aground in 
the central Philippines while try
ing to avoid fishing boats in bad 
weather. No one was hurt, offi
cials said Wednesday. 

Philippine officials said the 
ferry accident, the second to hit 
the country in a week, occurred 
Tuesday night off Leyte prov
ince, about 570 kilometers (353 
miles) southeast of Manila. 

"The vessel was trying to 
avoid coo many fishing boats in 
the vicinity and they ran 
aground," said Gina Virtusio. 
spokesperson of William Lines 
Gotong and Aboitiz Inc., which 
owned-the inter-island ferry. 

Virtusio said the crew steered 
the ferry into a channel and but 
had difficulty maneuvering and 
ran aground. apparently in a reef 
off Leyte. 

The MV Our Lady of 
Manaoag was near the area and 
picked up the stranded passen
gers, said Virtusio. 
- She said the company would 
cooperate with an investigation 
by the Coast Guard, Marina and 
other government agencies. 

On Thursday, another ferry, 
the 2,840-ton MV Asia South 
Korea, sank off Sagay City on 
central Negros Island, killing at 
least 50 people. 

Military officials said 699 
people have been rescued and a 
search is continuing for other 
possible survivors. 

PHILIPPINES 

Virtusio said the more than 
200 pass,rngers and crew were 
safely transferred to another 
ferry owned by the same com
pany, one of the largest domes
tic ship operators in the Philip
pines. 

The ferry, MV Our Lady of 
Banneux, departed from south
ern Butuan province, had 
stopped over in central Cebu 
province and was en route to 
Manila when it ran aground, said 
Lino Maceda of the Maritime 
Industry Authority based in 
Tacloban, Leyte. 

Philippine officials on Tues
day ordered the indefinite 
grounding of all passenger 
ships of the operator of the 
sunken ferry. The grounded 
ships woµld be checked for 
their seaworthiness, they said. 
The Coast Guard said it was 
obvious from the number of 
survivors and casualties that 
there was overloading in the 
MV Asia South Korea, which 
was allowed only to carry up 
to 614 passengers. 

Philippine President Joseph Estrada looks up as he leads other officials in flag0raising rites in Manila 
Thursday to commemorate the 103rd anniversary of the execution by firing squad of the country's national 
hero, Dr. Jose Rizal, for whom Manila's famous landmark, the Rizal Park, was named. AP 

Estrada ratings drop anew 

Compare our 
Global Connect 
Pian to iT&[ 

Country 
Australia 
China 
Hong Kong 
Japan 
Korea 
Philippines 
Taiwan 
USA 

MANILA (Reuters) - A 
new survey shows Philippine 
President Joseph Estrada's 

over 
IT&E! 

Savings w/. 
startec+PCI IT &E startec+PCI 

$2.84 $5.06 44% 
$5.06 $13.16 62% 
$2.84 $5.06 44% 
$2.91 $5.52 47% 
$3.22 $5.52 42% 
$2.78 $4.60 40% 
$3.53 $12.88 73% 
$0.73 $1.29 44% 

Comparison is based upon a 9.2 minute call placed at 7:00 p.m. on a Saturday and 
rates quoted for service as of 8-27-99. 'startec+PCI amounts reflect a 25% startec+PCI 
Global Connect calling plan discount for which conditions apply. For details, please contact 
startec+PCI at 235-4724. 

startec+Pcr 
GLO!ll COMMUNICATIONS 

2nd Floor,Joeten Office Bldg. 
Susupe, Saipan MP 96950 
(670) 235-4724 
(670) 234-8418 Fax 
www.netpci.com The World, Closer to Home 

popularity rating has plum
meted to 44 percent from 78 
percent in June, newspapers 
repo,ted yesterday. 

The survey, conducted 
from December I 0-15 by the 
country's top poll group So
cial Weather Stations 
(SWS), said 44 percent of 
respondents approved of 
Estrada, 38 percent disap
proved and 18 percent were 
undecided. 

Former film star Estrada's 
popularity has dipped over the 
last six months from 78 per
cent in June and 56 percent in 
September-October, SWS 
polls sho"Y. 

He was elected to a six-year 
term as president in May 1998 
with the highest margin ever 

seen in a free Philippine presi
dential election. 

His popularity has declined 
due to perceptions of an inept 
administration and a plan to 
amend the constitution. 

Estrada has said the consti
tutional reform is aimed at re
moving restrictions on foreign 
investment, but critics have 
said it may be used to remove 
a one-term cap on a president's 
tenure in office. 

The president himself ap
peared unfazed by the latest 
poll results. 

"It's a big drop, but that's 
okay," the Philippine Star 
quoted Estrada as telling re
porters on Wednesday. "Once 
you reach the top, there's no
where to go but down." 

Wls~/l,g you all the best! 

Happy 
1< 1st Bfrtbd9y 

A~sttn 
Domingos. 

Barcinas 
We love yoJJJi''', 

=,~:~ 

.Yailr 
... ,,:,:,~:->:«, 

FaiJ!lJly 

I:"' 

t 
~,.;· 

'.· 

;~ 

\ ,I 

I 

< ' ' I ' I ._- W \ • • ~ • •, 1 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31, 1999-MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-19 

Hawaii sees loud new year 
"tory problems are looking to find 
a smoke-free place to be when the 
clock strikes midnight. 

Dee Morua, a 61-year-old 
woman with asthma, wanted to 
go toa beach to listen to the crash
ing waves at midnight. Instead, 
she said, 'Tm going to have to put 
masking tape around all of my 
windows and keep everything 
boarded up and keep the fans go
ing and hope it doesn't get inside 
my house." 

She added: "That's a violation 
of my rights, when I can't open 
my window and walk out in my 
yard. 

a widely accepted tradition in 
Hawaii has split residents into 
two camps, in part because more 
and louder fireworks are being 
used and once sparsely ~opulated 
areas are getting crowded. 

In 1995, the state banned the 
sale or use of aerial fireworks, but 
they can still be imported into 
Hawaii, creating a thriving black 
market for such things as 4-inch 
mortar shells. 

And it is still legal to set off 
firecrackers in Hawaii from 9 p.m. 
New Year's Eve until l a.m. New 
Year's Day. 

Police this year have made more 
fireworks-related arrests, but the 
penalties are weak and the law 
requires an eyewitness identifi
cation of people setting off illegal 
fireworks. 

Honolulu police department officers sit with confiscated fireworks at the Kalihi substation in Honolulu, 
Wednesday. This year, millennium excitement and fears that the state will ban firecrackers next year have 
pushed the demand for fireworks in Hawaii to record levels. AP 

It's appalling that Hawaii calls 
itself the Health State. "The Ameri
can Lung Association of Hawaii -
which says more than 200,000 
people in Hawaii, or more than 15 
percent of the population, suffer 
from some form of lung disease -
has secured some campsites in re
m0te areas for people who want to 
ret away from the smoke. 

As far back as Jan. I, 1900, 
Honolulu newspapers lamented 
the use of fireworks. 

HONOLULU (AP)-This will 
be one of the loudest and smoki
est New Year's ever in Hawaii. 
While most of America sets off 
fireworks on the Fourth of July, 
Hawaii saves its best blasts for 
New Year's Eve, when Asian 
cultures say firecrackers ward off 
evil spirits. 

And each year, the pyrotech
nics make.Hawaii look like a war 
zone, touching off a few house 
fires, causing occasional eye and 
hand injuries and creating so much 
smoke that people with asthma 
and other respiratory conditions 
suffer. 

"If the winds are not blowing, 
visibility can be cut to between 
50 and 100 yards and that's it," 
said Boisse Correa, Honolulu's 
assistant police chief. 

"If you 're driving down the 
freeway you won't be able to see 
signs or lights. It's very dark, 
cloudy and smoky." 

This year, millennium excite
ment and fears that the state will 
ban firecrackers next year have 
pushed the demand for fireworks 
in Hawaii to record levels. 

The day after Christmas, people 
lined up for hours at stores across 
Hawaii, spending hundreds and 

95 4 DR STD CHEROKEE BJ-668 Silver 15,250 $10,995 
FORD 

003 DRAFORDWINDSTAR ABZ-332 Blue $16,145 f12,195 
963 DRAFORDWINDSTAR ABZ-342 Green $16,145 12,195 

96 4 DR A ESCORT 
96 4 DR A ESCORT 
964 ORA ESCORT 
oo4DRAESCORT 
964DRAESCORT 

ABZ-282 
ABZ-272 
ABZ-262 
ABZ-252 
ABZ-232 

Red 
Red 
Red 
Red 
Purple 

HONDA 

oo 3 DR STDIMDX IIAlOBIC< ABC-960 Silver 
oo 3 ORA ewe DX IIATCIIBAt;\ ABC-950 Black 
oo 2 DR STD cwt DX COOPE ABC-970 Red 

TOYOTA 
962 DR STD ABV-292 Silver 
96 2 DR STD TERCEL ABV-322 Silver 
g;2 OOSTD4WD ~CK.\JPTROC ABZ-151 Red 

NISSAN 
004 ORA SENTRA ABF-875 Beige 

$9,530 
$9,540 
$9,405 
$9,405 
$9,465 

$10,100 
$10,705 
$10,705 

$8,650 
$8,475 
$13,530 

$9,725 

964DRAMIRAGE ABV-352 Blue $9,015 

OWEST PRICES{[t[{t[J 
~ ON ISLAND 

$6,295 

6,295 r295 
6,295 
6,295 

$7,295 
$7,695 
$8,495 

$6,895 

$6,195 

Car Sales 
288-0042 

even thousands of dollars on rolls 
of firecrackers, some containing 
100,000 firecrackers each. 

Many also bought illegal aerial 
fireworks from people selling 
them out of their homes. "All in
dications are Oahu will go out 
with a bang," Honolulu Fire Chief 
Attilio Leonardi said. "We're 
gearing up for the worst." 

Already, people with respira-

In addition, two movie theater 
chains will have special midnight 
screenings for people looking to 
avoid the fireworks. 

Several Waikiki hotels offered 
discounted rooms that were 
snatched up quickly by people 
hoping to be spared from the pan
demonium. 

In recent years, what used to be 

"One complains of the row that 
the Chinese make at the Chinese 
New Year, but it is now fully 
equaled by the din caused by cer
tain classes of Christians at the 
beginning of the Christian New 
Year," The Hawaiian Star said.in 
editorial at the time. 

'There ought to be city regula
tions prohibiting people from turn
ing the town into a very pandemo
nium." 

Princess 
Punza,/,an 

speaks 
"From the Heart" 

Friday night, January 7th 7:00 pm 
Saturday night, January 8th 7:00 pm 

Sunday morning, January 9th 10:00 am 

Diamond Hall Ballroom • Saipan Diamond Hotel 

L 
s 

SA/PAN 

Special Guest 
appearance by 

Miss NM! Universe 
Cherlyn Ca.brera 

Free Admission • For more Information, Call (670) 235-5487 
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Seattle revelers disappointed 
SEATTLE (AP) - Their party 
over even before it began, disap
pointed would-be revelers are 
scrambling for other options now 
that the city has canceled its New 
Year's Eve bash beneath the Space 
Needle. 

··r think it's sad they're just 
going to give in"tofearsofterror
i,m, said 15-year-old Terra 
Finnell. who had planned to at
tend the celebration with family 
and friends. 

Mayor Paul S,hell defended his 
decision ro end the city's evening 
celebrations. and insisted that Se
attle hasn't caved in ro threats of 
ten-orism. 

"This is already an unprec
edented. unpredictable New 
Year's, and we did not want to 
take chances with public safety. 
no matter how remote the threat 
might seem." Schell said Tues
day. 

There has been no specific ter
rorist threat against Seattle or any
where else in the nation for the 
Nc:w Year's weekend, according 

to the Justice Department. 
Afternoon concerts in Seattle 

will proceed as planned, but the 
75-acre Seattle Center grounds 
will be cleared and the gates 
locked at 6 p.m., canceling rock 
performances, dancing, art exhib
its and other festivities. 

A long-scheduled private party 
in the Needle was to be allowed, 
but fears have prompted many of 
the 750 family and friends to can
cel, organizer Wendy Warren said. 

Just 30 miles to the south, cel
ebrations in Tacoma will go on as 
planned, said First Night manag
ing director Jill Kenly. 

Organizers expect up to 30,000 
people, but Kenly said she didn't 
think disappointed Seattle revel
ers would be heading for Tacoma. 

Seattle was shaken by street 
violence during the recent World 
Trade Organization meeting, and 
then by news that an Algerian 
man charged with smuggling 
bomb-making materials had a 
motel reservation near the Space 
Needle. 

.! 
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FOlGERS 

COFFEE 
39 oz. 

$7.99 

Lynn Elium of Tacoma, Wash., sets up fencing around the Seattle 
Center, Wednesday. Disappointed would-be revelers are scrambling 
to make other plans now that Seattle has canceled its New Year's Eve 
bash beneath the Space Needle. AP 

$1. f 9 

''The city is just recovering from 
the WTO and the heightened anxi
eties," the mayor said. "Adding 
another layer of uncertainty at this 
time was not the prudent thing to 

. do." Schell was harshly criticized 
forthecity'shandlingofthe WTO 
demonstrations, which swamped 
downtown streets and caused $20 
million in damage and lost sales. 

Police responded with tear gas. 
and rubber bullets, while peace
ful protesters and bystanders were 
caught in the middle. 

Seattle's police chief announced 
his resignation soon afterward. 
Asked whether the Seattle Center 
party would ha:ve been canceled if 
Seattle had not just experienced 
the WTO turmoil, Schell re
sponded: "I don't know." Others 
were more expansive. 

"The WTO has got them gun
shy," said construction worker 
Mitchell Adams, 35. But he said 

. he understands Schell's position. 
"If they kept it open, and some

thing happened, "he said, "it would 
be like, in retrospect they should 
have shut it down." 

Schell made his decision after 
consulting with police, fire and' 
FBI officials and members of the 
City Council. 

Many council members voiced 
support for the cancellations Tues
day. "Nobody wjll give the city 
credit if 12 people don't die at the 
Seattle Center,". said Councilman 
Jim Compton. "Thiswastoorisky. 

I think the city has made a very . 
wise decision." Dick Rogers, 60, 
of nearby Monroe, agreed. "It's 
another target that's not going to 
be there," he said. "It's a tough 
decision .... It was a smart deci
sion." 

But others said the· city was 
giving in to fear. "I think they 
oven-eacted," said Teddy Brown, 
35. 

The celebration; he said, "is 
supposed to be for the public, for 
the town of Seattle. Everyone's 
kind of counting on it." More than 
160 people - an overwhelming 
majority opposing the move -
called Schell' s office Tuesday 
about the cancellation, the Seattle 
Post-Intelligencer reported today. 

Meanwhile, the paper hit the 
streets today with an editorial 
backing Schell, saying he made 
"'the right choice ... 

In New York ·city. home or 
what promises to be one of the 
biggest New Year's bashes in 
Times Square, Mayor Rudolph 
Giuliani disapproved of Seattle's 
move. "'I would urge people not to 
let the psychology of fear infect 
the way they act, otherwise we 
have let the terrorist win without 
anybody striking a blow," 

Giuliani told The New York 
Times for today's editions. "No 
mayor, no governor, can offer 
anyone perfect security. Life in
volves a level of risk." 

This year's Seattle celebration 
was expected to attract about 
50,000 people to the city-owned 
Seattle Center, where the 605-
foot Space Needle is located. 

About 10,000 people are ex
pected to attend the already ab
breviated event, said city council
woman Sue Donaldson. 
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Alert on for Y2K viruses 
NEW YORK (AP) - Web 
site operators and people who 
run computer systems will be 
watching for more than the 
Y2K bug on New Year's Eve: 
They will be on guard for vi
ruses and other mischief 
spread by hackers looking for 
some start-of-the-millennium 
attention. 

The threat has prompted 
several Web site operators to 
shut down beginning on Fri
day. For some companies, 
security !;>reaches could cause 
greater problems than Year 
2000 glitches. "We are an
ticipating that there will be 
some increase," said Kathy 
Fithen, manager of a group 
that monitors online security 
threats ar Carnegie Mellon 
University in Pittsburgh. "We 
are anticipating some of the 
intruders will try to masquer
ade the attack as a Y2K fail
ure." 

At least three viruses are 
timed to hit on Saturday and 
could delete files on infected 
computers. 

Five other v·iruses that 
struck earlier pretended to be 
Y2K fixes or New Year's 
greetings. 

Anti-virus ~ompanies have 
distributed software updates 
to kill those viruses, but new 
forms of attack are possible. 

Security experts said many 
virus writers and hackers 
might consider the start of the 
new millennium - when the 
world will be worried about 
computer problems anyway -
a chance to get a !ot of public
ity. 

Widely available automa
tion tools could help hackers 
crash Web sites by flooding 
them with too much traffic. 

Or an intruder might change 
a Web page or subtly redirect 
traffic to a fake site that pro
claims the end of the world. 
Besides the security worries, 
heavy holiday traffi{: and iso
lated Y2K outages could clog 
the Net. 

Leading Internet companies 
will run a command center in 
Washington in conjunction 
with Prcsitknt Cliriton 's Y :?.K 
team. 

lt will watch for problems. 
The FBI will run a separate 
center to watch for security 
breaches. 

The Internet is relatively 
new and constantly evolving, 
so there is little outdated, 
Y2K-vunerablc equipment to 
worry about. 

And the Internet was de
signed by the military to with
stand attack. Even if portions 
go down, traffic could still 
flow through other channels. 

· But Barbara Dooley, presi
dent of the Commercial 
Internet Exchange Associa
tion, said sporadic problems 
are likely. 

Malaysians check on computers at Y2K center to monitor Malaysia's transition to the new millennium 
Wednesday. On New Year's Eve, technology gurus, police and National Security Council officials will gather 
at the million-dollar National Y2K Operations Center for a round-the-clock vigil over the Southeast Asian 
nation. AP 

Phone and power problems 
abroad, for instance, could 
make portions of the Internet 
inaccessible io U.S. comput
ers. 

Sites ranging from eBay to 
the New York Botanical Gar
den plan to shut down during· 
the century change. 

Some are doing so solely 
out of concern for power in
terruptions and other Y2K 
malfunctions, while others 
cited security threats as well. 

Broward County, Fla., will 
prohibit public access to its 
county databases and bar em
ployee access to internal e
mail accounts to keep viruses 
from spreading. 

The Web site of the U.S. 
Office of Personnel Manage
ment will carry only a greet
ing from its director. 

Not everyone shares the con
cerns, though. Wal-Mart 
picked Jan. I to launch its re
designed Web site. 
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Passengers stuck for ho11rs 

Ma.ry Margaret Walker (left) spokesperson for the Fed.era/ Emergency Management Agency speaks prior to 
the start of a news briefing by Bob Adamick, Associated Director for Responce and recovery for FEMA 
Wednesday at the agency headquarters in Was.hington. Adamicktold reporters FEMA is prepared for Y2K. 
AP 
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CHICAGO (AP) -A day af
ter passengers were stuck in a 
Northwest Airlines jetliner in 
Minneapolis for four hours be
fore their flight was canceled. 
passengers on another plane 
say they spent six and l/2 
hours on the tarmac at O'Hare 
International. 

By the time they got off the 
Northwest Airlines-KLM 
Royal Dutch Airlines flight at 
O'Hare late Monday, some 

·passengers were screaming at 
airline workers. And a woman 
fainted while waiting in a 
hour-long line for a hotel 
voucher. 

Northwest officials even 
called police to the gate to 

handle any trouble after hear
ing threatening remarks from 
some passengers. No arrests 
were made. 

"I was the one who started 

bag 
$16.95 

OXTAIL 
bag 

$13.95 

SALAD OIL 

5 gal. 

$16.95 
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SPAM 
TI :?2 (0)2'!:!. 
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CHARMIN 
12 roll 
$4.99 

KOBLERVILLE TEL.: 234-5266 FAX 235-5268 

shouting," said Vish Narendra, 
who was traveling with his 
family to India. "If anything 
could go wrong, it did." 

In fact, when he got off the 
plane, Nnrendra said, he found 
a single airline employee to 
handle hotel and information. 
needs of the flight's 276 pas
sengers. The Amsterdam
bound flight was to have taken 
off at 5:50 p.m. 

Mechanics called to deal 
with an engine malfunction 
believed they could make re
pairs within minutes, so the 
airlines decided to keep pas
sengers on the plane .. 

Duringthesixand l/2hours, 
passengers. said, the flight 
crew served them food and 

· drinks and tried to make them 
comfortable. 

Northwest officials denied 
the situation was as dire as 
passengers reported. Spokes
man Jon Austin said that "ex
cept for the 13 minutes" it took 
for the plane to push away 
from the gate and back again, 
passengers were allowed to 
wait in the jetway or the board
ing area. "Many people didn't 
take advantage of that," he 
said. 

"Most people stayed on the 
plane because we catered, 
served drinks and ran mov
ies." Several passengers, how
ever, said the airlines denied 
requests to deplane·· because 
there was no secure place for 
them to go. 

Aviation Department 
spokeswoman Monique Bond 
said her office was not asked 
to secure an area for the pas
sengers. 

The delay is yet another em
barrass.ment for Northwest. On 
Sunday, IO I passengers were 
stuck on a plane at the Minne
apolis-St. Paul airport, one of 
Northwest's three hubs, for 
hours before the Washington
bound flight was canceled be
cause of poor weather. 

In January, several thou
sand passengers sat on 
grounded Northwest planes in 
Detroit during a snowst.orm. 

Some passengers sat for up 
to eight hours in conditions 
that included no food and wa
ter and overflowing toilets. 
Northwest was sued, and the 
incident was one of many that 
led to a national passenger 
rights bill instituted <!arlier this 
month in which airlines prom
ised to be more responsive to 
customer complaints. 

But the foulup in Chicago 
may signal a problem with the 
agreement. Foreign carriers. 
which are increasingly form
ing partnerships with U.S. air
lines for international flights. 
are not bound by the agree
ment. 
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Final check for Y2K bugs 
WASHINGTON (AP)-Pro
grammers double-checking for 
computer bugs just days before 
the new year are playing a high
priced form of the whack-a-mole 
arcade game, stomping out 
pesky errors in government and 
business computers previously 
certified as Y2K-ready. 

"Even when you think you 're 
done, you're never done," said 
John Koskinen, President 
Clinton's top Y2K expert. 

He predicted these over
looked computer bugs "will cre
ate nuisance issues but in some 
cases they could be important." 

The late scramble to scruti
nize again sc,ftware blueprints 
believed to have been already 
repaired has given rise to a cot
tage industry worth hundreds of 
millions of dollars that so far 
has scoured billions of lines of 
arcane computer code for missed 
errors. 

The federal government 
urged all its agencies to get in
dependent verification ''to pro
vide a double-check that their 
own test results are sound," ac
cording to instructions from the 
Office of Management and Bud
get. 

"We always find problems," 
said Doug Black of Data Integ
rity Inc., one such vendor in 
Waltham, Mass. 

The company convinces its 
customers by asking to scan the 
cleanest software they've al
ready certified for 2000, then 
pointing out problems they 
missed. 

"The truth is, most organiza
tions find they have more bugs 
than they thought," Black said. 
Customers include the Air 
Force, 

Barnes and Noble Inc. and 
United Healthcare; all found 
Y2K bugs that had been missed 
during earlier reviews, Black 
said. 

Another vendor, CCD Online 
Systems Inc., did work at the 
Social Security Administration 
and the Department of: Heal th 
and Human Services. 

Its president, Jim McGovern, 
has complained about ;·an unac
ceptable number of errors" in 

software already fixed for Y2K. 
In a publicity stunt that extended 
until Thursday, McGovern's 
company challenged some of the 
nation's biggest organizations 
to let it scan their repaired soft
ware free. 

If it found fewer than 50 er
rors for every million lines of 
computer code, it offered to 
donate $50,000 to local schools 
for computer education. No one 
accepted. 

Despite its succP-ss discover
ing these overlooked mistakes, 
the industry has marageC: to at
tract interest mostly from the 
world's largest companies and 
governments - ironically those 
that generally did the best work 
during earlier software reviews. 

"Companies that came to the 
process relatively late, maybe 
did some minimal amount of 
testing, are just crossing their 
fingers," said Harris Miller, 
president of the Information 
Technology Association of 
America.· 

Many organizations don't 
want to acknowledge there 
may be Y2K problems lurking 
in programs already repaired 
by vendors, which universally 
refused to sign contracts that 
might leave them liable for 
missed errors. 

"People who need it most are 
the ones who did the poorest 
job," said Andy Kyte, a research 
director in London for the 
Gartner Group, an analyst firm. 
"All the customers wanted guar
antees, and no vendors would 
provide one." 

But companies that have gone 
back over already-fixecl soft
ware "concluded there are a lot 

· more errors in the code, a lot 
more problems than they had 
imagined," agreed Rich Evans 
of the Meta Group Inc., another 
analyst firm. 

"There really is a false sense 
of security." What problems are 
these companies missing? Ex
pects said early efforts focused 
0.1 checking dates - typically 
:dentified with a heading ·•mm
dd-yy" or "'date" - buried within 
computer code. · 

But prankster programmers 

Tips to avoid Y2K 
problems on internet 

(AP) - Tips for minimizing Anti-virus companies plan to 
Internet problems: -Use the post updates frequently on their 
Internet only when necessary this Web sites. Free software is avail-
weekend. ___....,. able at www.microsoft.com/ 

Phone companies /-.::= ~/j y2k. 
worry of system conges- \\~__if. -Check for security alerts at 
tion if everyone pick? up/~ \ www .cert.erg. Software 
theph~neatoncetocheck \ •· 11 ~ 1--:,~nd _other safeguards are 
for a dial tone. - _ ~ availabletocountersome 

Likewise. simulta- 1,!:>t~'~.~ hacking tools. 
neous Internet usage at ~ •.•..• ~.- -T~rn off computer~ if 
home could also cause ·.·. ·····:· .... ···· possible. Some secunty 
phone trouble, particularly if experts also recornmend 
millions flock to lengthy Web shutting down Web sites. 
simulcasts of New Year's eel- Doing so would minimize vi-
ebrations. rus and hacking attacks, although 

-Install anti-virus software and some viruses could still activate 
get the latest updates before and and spread when computers are 
after Jan. I. turned back on. 

sometimes used unusual nomen
clature that can make these date 
variables nearly impossible to 
find. 

Data Integrity said it found a 
date field called "Shirley" when 
it reviewed software at a major 
bank in the Northeast, which il 

declined to identify. 
The programmer responsible, 

it turned out, was dating a 
woman named Shirley when he 
wrote the software. Air Force 
experts compete in a "variable 
of the week" contest to find the 
most obscure title for a date 

field. 
"The name of a girlfriend or 

footballers m ice hockey play
ers or the names of movie stars 
is unfortunately all too common 
as programmers express their 
creative free will," said Kyte, 
the Gartner analyst. 

Christina M. Ohta, of computer operations, is seen Jooking over the computer at Recove_ry P?int Systems jn 
Gaithersberg, Md. If a company's offic~s !;Yere disab(ed by_a disaster, natural or otherv.11se, 1t could send 1/s 
employees to this data-recovery "hot site and stay ,n bus,ness. AP 
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Bauer: Ease CIA restrictions 
NEWTON, Iowa (AP) - Con
servative activist Gary Bauer 
called Wednesday for easing re
strictions on CIA operatives work
ing to gather information abroad 
ab~ut tenorist groups. ··I don't 
understand many of the restric
tions in place for the CIA ... said 
Bauer. 

··They·ve got the ability to dis
cover in foreign countries what 
might be planned or what might 
be happening with certain terror
ist groups." 

Bauer pointed to recent arrests 
made of people who crossed into 
the country canying terrorist ma
terial as evidence that intelligence
gathering needs to be strength
ened. 

'There are a lot of bureaucratic 
hurdles that the agency had to 
jump though now that they didn't 
in the past, .. Bauer complained. 

information. 
There have been a number of 

embanassments lately." Former 
CIA director James Woolsey has 
complained that mies governing 
how foreigners are used as infor
mants have become overly re
strictive. preveming operatives 
from using as informants human 
rights violators. As he opened a 
two-day campaign swing in Iowa, 
where caucuses Jan. 24 launch 
the presidential nominating sea
son, Bauer pointed to the border 
episodes as evidence that intelli
gence gathering is lacking. 

''I think we've got to be more 
serious about securing our bor
ders," said Bauer. Bauer said he 
spoke with Woolsey about the 
issue and shares his concern. 

"In the last 20 years we've put 
restrictions on both the CIA and 
the FBI on what they are allowed 
to do to counter situations like 
this.,. 

This caused, he said, ··a very 
bad decline in the morale of the 
agents and the sense they had to 
be so careful about how they used 
informants ... that we were miss
ing out of a lot of very important 

B11uer said he favored the re
strictions on the FBI, but argued 
for loosening procedures for CIA 
agent, abroad. 

Republican presidential candidate Gary Bauer answers questions Wednesday during a town hall meeting 
in Newton, Iowa. Bauer said restrictions should be eased on CIA agents gathering information abroad about 
terrorist groups. AP 
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I promised --- I delivered ---
and sl1all continue to be involved. 

Subject: lll..111-7 
(A Constitutional Amendment to change the Office of Indigenous 

Affairs to Chamorro Affairs) 

To those whom I promised to introduce HIJ 11-7, I finally fufilled my promise 
on this issue. The House of Repre5entatives deliberated on HLI 11-7 on 
December 28, 1999 and to my surprise, it was voted down. Some of my 
colleagues who are members of the JGO Committee and have prior signed 
the Committee Report for its passage, voted "NO" on the initiative. 

The following is provided for your information: 

* Rep. 

* Rep. 

* Rep. 
Rep 
Rep. 
Rep. 
Rep. 
Rep. 
Rep. 
Rep. 
Rep. 
Rep. 
Rep. 
Rep. 
Rep. 

* Rep. 

* Rep. 
Rep. 

Attao 
Apatang 
Babauta 
Benavente 
Camacho 
Cepeda 
Faisao 
Hofschneider 
Jones 
Mendiola 
Olopai 
Palacios 
Reyes 
Seman 
Tenorio 
Hocog 
Teregeyo 
Peter 

Yes No Abs. 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
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X 

X 

X 
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*members signed committee report. 

Alaska oil 
pipeline on 
New Year's 
Day vigil 
ANCHORAGE, Alaska, 
(Reuters) - Expect no popping 
champagne corks this millennial 
New Year's Eve along the 800-
mile route of the trans-Alaska oil 
pipeline. 

Alyeska Pipeline Service Co., 
the pipeline's operator, plans to 
mobilise an army of employees -
from company President Bob 
Malone on down - to keep a ~obcr 
watch on the system and respond 
to any possible computer glitches 
or other problems. 

"'The president and all the vice 
presidents will be on duty," 
Alyeska spokeswoman Tracy 
Green said Wednesday. 

In all, about 225 to 250people, 
about a tenth of Alyeska's total 
workforce, will be on New 
Year's duty, in addition to the 
normal around-the-clock staff
ing. 

The New Year's workers, to 
man an incident command sys
tem organised for dis·asters, will 
be posted at the Anchorage and 
Fairbanks business headquarters 
and at the Vddez marine termi
nal, Green said. One of the duties 
will be to check on oil facilities 
around the globe and to watch for 
events in earlier time zones. It is 
all part of Alyeska 's $25 million, 
three-year Y2K preparations, 
Green said. 

Also on duty in Valdez and 
Anchorage will be represcnta
ti ves of the state and federal 
agencies that oversee Alyeska 's 
operations. 

Among the emergencies for 
which Alyeskaand regulators will 
be on the lookout are attempts at 
sabotage against the pipe] ine, the 
Valdez terminal or some of the 
facilities on the North Slope. 

' ·'-. 

WASHINGTON (AP)-Dou
bling his previous quarterly fund
raising mark, Sen. John McCain 
reported that he had taken in $6.1 
million from the beginning of 
October to the end of December. 

Overall, McCain has raised 
$13.6 million for his presidential 
campaign, plus an additional $2 
million transferred from his Sen
ate campaign. . 

McCain also is eligible to re-· 
ceive$4.2 million in federal funds, 
bringing his total to $19.8 mil
lion. The campaign said it had 
$1.5 million in the bank. 

The final year-end numbers will 
be filed with the Federal Election 
Commission Jan. 31. 

John McCain 

"I am extremely gratified by 
the overwhelming enthusiasm for 
my independent conservative re
form message expressed by thou-

sands of people who have shown 
their support with their contribu
tions," McCain said. 

"While I am proud that our cam
paign has been about ideas, not 
bucks, I am grateful that we have 
raised the funds necessary to run 
an aggressive campaign that will 
get my message out even fur
ther." 

FromJuly l toSept.30,McCain 
raised $3 million for his presiden
tial campaign. But his fund rais
ing has surged as he moved up in 
opinion polls; he is ahead or tied 
with Republican frontrunner 
George W. Bush in several New 
Hampshire surveys. 

Bush has raised more than $63 

Mrs. Gore leaves hospital 
WASHINGTON (AP) -Tip
p..:r Gore was released from a 
hospital Wednesday after sur
gery to remove a growth in her 
thyroid gland. 

Mrs. Gore left Johns Hopkins 
Medical Center in Baltimore 
walking arm in arm with her 
husband, Vice President Al Gore. 

Both shook hands with her sur
geon, Dr. Robert Udelsman, and 
she kissed him on the cheek. 
Neither made any comment be
fore getting into a waiting lim
ousine. 

Udelsman said results of 
pathological tests on a small 
growth, ornodule, removed from 
Mrs. 

Gore's thyroid, will be avail
able next week. Earlier tests, in
cluding a procedure in which a 
small tissue sample was extracted 
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Tipper Gore 

with a needle, were inconclusive. 
The surgery Tuesday, known 

as a right thyroid lobectomy, was 
much more extensive, requiring 
general anesthesia, but it was not 
expected to affect the functions of 
Mrs. Gore's thyroid gland. 

Located in the neck, the thy-

roid gland produces hormones 
that regulate the body's metabo
lism. 

The growth was discovered 
after Mrs. Gore,51, sought treat
ment for an exercise-related in
jury, Johnston said. 

She had no symptoms of thy
roid disease. Thyroid nodules 
are common, occurring in about 
a third of all people, according 
to the American Cancer Soci
ety. As many as 95 percent of the 
growths are not cancerous. 
- Still, about 18,000 cases of 
thyroid cancer are diagnosed 
each year, more than 13,000 of 
them in women. 

Thyroid cancer is highly treat
able, and many are cured, but it 
kills 700 women and 500 men a 
year, the cancer society esti
mates. 
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million, a record haul. 
He is not accepting federal 

matching funds. McCain was ap
proved for $4.2 million in federal 
help last week. 

The federal government , 
matches the first $250 of each 
individual contribution to presi
dential candidates who agree to 
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limit their campaign spending. 
Bush is not accepting federal 
funds. 

Another Republican candi
date. conservative activist 
Gary Bauer. expects to raise 
around $7 million. He is eli
gible for $4 million in federal
matching funds. 
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RICHARDSON, Texas (AP) 
- Asecond-grade teacher dis
traught over a custody battle 
strangled her two sons and set 
fire to her house in this 'Dallas 
suburb to try to cover the crime. 
authorities said Wednesday. 

Lisa Marie Smith, 31, was 
hospitalized Tuesday with bums 
and a cut on her wrist that police 

believe was self~inflicted. · 
Her injuries y,rere not considered 

lif~-threa~g: Fu:efightersfound 
William Cody Smith, 5; and Tristen 
Thomas Smith, 3,dead in abed. 

Ms. Smith was onthefloornextto 
thern. "We are arnf now investigat
ingthis asa suspected double murder 
with attempted suicide and then cov
ering up the crime by arson," said 

·policeSgtJim.Hammond. 
{;barges were to befiled 

.•Wednesday··.aftemoon .. • Aut:ltori

. ties said Ms. Sllli.thhad been up
set • over Iosi~g custody>of her 
sons to her former husband'. 

The boyslivegwlth theirfather 
aftertheirparents.divorcedbutwere 
visiting their ffi9t:her atthe ti'1te of 
the fire. Six months ago, police 

A smile, a kind word, or a caring touch 
makes a world of difference in 
quality health care. 

Thank you to our customers and friends 
for your support and may the spirit of the 

holidays be with you always. 

Have a wonderful 

Happy ft]ew IJear. 

FROM THE 

wenttothefamily'sone-sloryred 
brjck home. after getting. a .. pos, 
sibl~ sutcidal person" call•·· 

A doctortold po1iceMs. Smith 
was suicidal because she had 
lost custody of her chilclren. 
Richardson Heights Elementary 
Schoolassisfant principal Jerrel I 
W alkersaid Ms. Smith was \Vell
regarded as a teacher. 
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WASHINGTON (AP) - The 
number of police officers who 
died in the line of duty fell in 1999 
to its lowest level since 1965, 
police organizations said Wednes
day. 

The National Law Enforcement 
Officers Memorial Fund.and the 
Concerns of Police Survivors said 
130 police officers have been 
killed so far in 1999, down from· 
156 in 1998. The annual average 
in the 1990s was 153, compared 
to 187 during the 1980s and 222 
during the 1970s. 

Craig W. Floyd, chairman of 
the National Law Enforcement 
Officers Memorial Fund, attrib
uted the decline in deaths to better 
training, the increased use of bul
let-resistant vests and the overall 
drop in crime. 

Officers shot to death fell from 
63 last year to 45 so far this year, 
the lowest figure since 1962. 

Another 47 died in automobile 
accidents. 15 fromj0b-related ill
nesses, eight were struck by ve
hicles, seven died in motorcycle 
accidents, two were stabbed, one 
died in a fall and one was struck 
and killed by a train. 

Texas and Tennessee have re
corded IO fatalities this year, fol
lowed by California, Georgia and 
North Carolina with eight each. 

Man shoots ill 
wife dead in 
Fla. hospital 
LAKE WALES, Fla. (AP) - A 
man walked into a hospital and 
shot his terminally ill wife to death 
on the eve of the couple's 54th 
wedding anniversary, then tried 
to kill himself, police said. 

Telford Miller, 82,entered Lake 
Wales Medical Center's extended 
care unit and shot Martha Miller, 
80, in the temple with a pistol. 
police said. 

Miller then shot himself in the 
mouth. He was listed in stable 
condition .. No charges were im
mediately filed. 

Some family members were 
nearby when the shooting took 
place in this town about 55 miles 
east of Tampa. Details on why 
Mrs. Miller was hospitalized were 
not immediately available. 

DENVER(AP)-Amanwalked 
into a television station lobby with 
a gun Wednesday, fired a shot and 
demanded that a videotape he car
ried be broadcast. 

No one was injured. Most 
people working at KUSA-TV 
were evacuated during the half
hour incident, but programming 
was never affected. 

The gunman surrendered outside 
the building. Witnesses said the gun
man never revealed his motives or 
what was on the videotape. 

People who saw parts of the 
tape said it made no sense. The 
man entered the station lobby 
about 8:45 a.m. and fired one 
shot into a window, the station 
said in a statement. 
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Vent11ra allies may quit party 
WASHINGTON (AP) - A 
key ally of Minnesota Gov. 
Jesse Ventura threatened to 
quit the Reform Party on 
Wednesday and take other 
party members with him after 
losing a key fight in their 
power struggle with followers 
of founder Ross Perot. 

"I don't know how support
ive we are going to be of re
maining with the party," 
McCluhan said in a telephone 
interview just after U.S. Dis
trict Court Judge Donald 
Alsop refused his request to 
block Perot's supporters from 
planning the party convention 
in California. 

"We have better things to do 
here in Minnesota," McCluhan 
added. A spokesman for 
Ventura declined to comment, 
but Perot's camp made it clear 
that the g'overnor's supporters 
would not be missed. 

"Don't let the door hit them 
when they leave," outgoing 
Chairman Russell Verney, a 
top Perot aide, retorted. 

He noted that McCluhan and 
Ventura have threatened to 
bolt before. Some Ventura al
lies said talk of seceding is 
premature, bur they acknowl
edged discomfort with Perot's 
influence on the party, through 
his backers. 

Verney, who works for one 
of Perot's businesses, turns 
over his party chairman scat 
to rival Jack Gargan of Cedar 
Key, Fla., on Saturday. 

"Everyone has to sit back 
and give Jack Gargan time to 
see if he can democratize the 
National Reform Party," said 
Dean Barkley, a commissioner 
in Ventura's administration. 
Julie Shortridge, a member of 
the Minnesota Reform Party's 
executive committee, said the 
state party has talked before 
about quitting, so McC!uhan 's 
threat didn't come out of the 
blue. "No conversation has 
occurred" recently about bolt
ing, however, Shortridge said. 
"I've never received one e
mail from anyone on whether 
we should disaffiliate.'' 

The infighting escalated as 
the New Year's Day leader
ship turnover drew near, with 
Verney, of Perot's camp; re
linquishing the chairmanship 
to Gargan, who is a,ligned with 
Ventura. 

Disputes over ideological 
direction and logistics have 
created the split. Perot's sup
porters generally want to pre
serve his vision of campaign 
finance reform and restricted 
trade, and earlier this week 
incorporated the Reform 

Jesse Ventura 

Leadership Counr::il to attract 
like-minded Reform Party 
members into, essenti&lly, a 
voting bloc to counter Gargan, 
McCluhan and Ventura's other 
supporters. 

Pat Benjamin, a Perot sup
porter and outgoing vice chair
man of the party, said the new 
group will raise money and 
advise the party in much the 
same way that the Democratic 
Leadership Council has ad
vised the Democratic Party. 

Meanwhile, Perot's camp is 

Patrick Buchanan 

moving forward with contracts 
on the presidential nominat
ing convention to be held in 
August in Long Beach, Calif. 

To that end, Perot faction 
leaders on Tuesday fired con
vention chairman Ronn 
Young, who is loyal to Gargan, 
and replaced him with Perot 
backer Gerald Moan, to set up 
the $2.5 million convention. 

The convention contract al
ready has been signed and a 
$2,000 deposit issued, Ben
jamin said. Ventura's back-

Donald Trump 

ers, meanwhile, are generally 
free traders who want the 
nominating convention held in 
the home state of the party's 
highest elected office-holder, 
Minnesota's Ventura. 

They see the leadership 
council as a power grab by 
Perot's followers, perhaps for 
a more specific purpose. 

"If it becomes a show so 
that Ross Perot can be the can
didate again, the party will 
really die," said May Chote, 
wife of Reform Party's Mon-

·:.::, ::·'::'"'.' ,· ;,, .. ,'' . 

roe County, Fla. chairman 
Ray Chote, by telephone from 
the couple's house boat in Key 
West. 

The fighting comes at a time 
when the Reform Party has 
millions of dollars to draw 
presidential hopefuls. 

Because Perot got more than 
5 percent of the vote as the 
party's nominee in 1996, its 
presidential nominee in 2000 
will receive $12.6 million in 
federal funding. 

The Reform Party has at
tracted big celebrity names, 
but even they have begun to 
pick sides. Conservative com
mentator Patrick Buchanan, 
who left the GOP, has drifted 
toward Perot, while billion-· 
aire developer Donald Trump 
plans a public event with 
Ventura Jan. 7 in Minnesota. 

Trump did not respond to a 
request for comment, but a 
spokesman for Buchanan said 
the developments would not 
change the commentator's 
campaign plans. 

With the daWJl pf the r-.l'ef/~illennium upon ris, we should all pause to say a prayer for the futlll'e and reflect 
upon our blesfing~. L(!t us ask for guidance an4 assistance from the Almighty during the New Age. 

In looking to the future, we should reflecfupon the past century which has been rich with historical memories. 
\Ve have moved from war to peace, from being a Trusteeship to being self.;.governing, and from a small imbsistence 
economy to significant growth and development. We hope for continued world peace. In looking to the future, 
we ask to be spared from narural disasters as a community. W"e look for a long, happy, and healthy life for our 
people, and for prosperity as a result of diligence and hard work. · 

In the last two years the Commonwealth has faced many challenges. We face these with the same resolve to 
persevere and overcome that guided us to prosperity .. The planning efforts and programs fo revitalize and 
expand our economy are in place. These efforts, combined with the private sector, community and government 
working hand-in-hand, will lead to an improved economic future, and personal well-beina forevervone in the 
CNMI. ~ -J 

As we begin this exciting journey into the New Millennium, let u,; all e.njoy the many blessings we have in the 
Commonwealth, and pray for peace and prosperity, health and happiness, and the strength to work together to 
achieve these goals. We and our families wish you and yours a wonderful New Year. 

' Happy New Year .Felis Ano Nuebo Ammeseighil Ffeel Raagh 

PEDRO P. TENORIO JESUS R. SABLAN 
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· Al Hook checks over a tank full of lobsters at James Hook & Co. lobster 
wholesalers of Boston Tuesday. Lobster, a traditional celebratory food, 
seemed like a sure bet for millions of New Year's Eve dinners but it has 
turned out to be a losing bet for seafood wholesalers who aren't selling 
as many as expected. AP 

OSHA seeks fine 
vs. metal .producer 
TOLEDO, Ohio (AP)-A fed
eral agency has proposed a 
$49,950 fine against the nation's 
top producer of beryllium metal 
for safety violations that include 
exposing employees to high lev
els of dust from the potentially 
'toxic material. 

Cleveland-based Brush 
Wellman Inc. can appeal the fines, 
negotiate the amount or pay them, 
Doug Clutts, an assistant director . 
in the Toledo office of the Occu
pational Safety and Health Ad
ministration, said Wednesday. 

The lightweight metal is used in 
the defense, automotive and elec
tronics industries. Inhaling its dust 

can cause a fatal lung disease. 
About 1,200.people have con

tracted beryllium disease nation
wide since the 1940s, according 
to estimates by health experts. 

OSHA inspectors found 19 
safety violations at the company's 
plant in Elmore, near Toledo, the 
agency said in proposing the fines 
Monday. 

It said 15 0f the violations were 
·serious, ranging from· improper 
wiring to warnings thatdownplayed 
the risks of beryllium. 

About 780 people work at the 
plant, and the company acknowl
edges that exposure to the metal 
has made dozens of them ill. 

Brush Wellman spokesman 
Hugh Hanes said some violations 
had been corrected immediately 
and others will be fixed soon. 

"You have to put these viola-. 
tions in context. None of these 
violations were egregious or will
ful. None of them. were repeat 
violations," he said. 

The OSHA inspection began in 
June, three months after The Blade 
reported that the federal govern
ment and the beryllium industry 
knowingly allowed workers to be 
overexposed to beryllium dust. 
OSHA said it started the inspec
tion in response to a worker's 
complaint. 

2 killed in Nebraska power plant 
HALLAM, Neb. (AP) - An 
explosion rocked the top of a silo 
used to store ash from a power 
plant Wednesday, killing two 
workers who were hurled to the 
ground more than 80 feet below. 

Three employees had been 
doing welding work inside a 
mechanical room near the top of 
the 100-foot-tall silo at the Ne
braska Public Power District's 
coal-burning power station. 
Terry Egger, 50, a welder, and 
Duane Swoboda, 49, an engi
neering manager, were thrown 

through a door by the blast and 
died from the.fall. 

Anotherwelderwas treated in a 
hospital for cuts and bruises. He 
survived because he was not stand
ing near the door and instead was 
knocked to the floor, Lancaster 
County Sheriff Terry Wagner 
said. 

The cause of the blast was un
der investigation. "It looks like 
they had been doing some weld
ing work all morning and shortly 
after they stopped the explosion 
happened," Wagner said. 

The explosion ignited a small 
fire in the silo that burned for 
about an hour. The silo, which is 
used to st~re flying ash captured 
from the plant's burning area, is 
relatively new and the crew was 
making some modifications in 
its operations room, Public 
Power District spokeswoman 
Sharon Soltero said. 

The plant, which has 83 em
ployees, was shut down to allow 
counselors to meet with employ
ees, but Ms. Soltero said no 
power outages would be caused. 
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In North Korea 

Suspected Japanese spy held 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -
North Korea has detained a 
former Japanese journalist on 
charges of spying against the 
communist state for Japanese 
and South Korean intelligence 
agencies, its official news 
agency said Wednesday. 

Takashi Sugishima, 60, was 
detained on Dec. 4 on charges 
of collecting secret data on the 
communist Workers' Party, 
government and military and 
North Korea's foreign policy, 
said the North's official foreign 
news outlet, KCNA. 

The detention came amid 
preparations by Japan to resume 
talks on establishing full diplo
matic ties with North Korea. No 
date has been announced for the 
talks, which are expected to be 
held in Beijing. 

Similar negotiations have al
ways been vulnerable to politi
cal tension. Japan and South 
Korea have often accused North 
Korea of provoking diplomatic 
rows ahead of talks with its capi
talist neighbors. 

KCNA said Sugishima con
ducted his espionage on Nov. 
30 using a portable tape re
corder, camera and other de
vices. 

"He confessed that he has long 
been given a task and money by 
the relevant specialized organs 

of Jr;-ian and South Korea to 
conduct espionage," KCNA 
said. 

Sugishirna retired from the 
Nihon Keizai Shirnbun newspa
per, Japan's biggest financial 
daily, in June, the newspaper 
said. He had never been over
seas on a reporting assignment 
with the paper, it said. 

"We have no idea what kind 
of life he was living, and the 
Ni hon Keizai Shimbun has noth
ing to do with this incident," 
said YutakaAkiyama, a spokes
man for the newspaper. 

KCNA identified Sugishima 
as a researcher of the Japan 
Market Economy Research In
stitute and entered North Korea 
as a member of a delegation. 
But Takaaki Nabeshima, head 
of the marketing survey insti
tute, told Tokyo' Kyodo News 
agency that Sugishima was not 
a regular staff member of the 
institute. 

"He is my friend. Since he 
asked me, r allowed him to use 
my company name on his name 
card," Nabeshima was quoted 
by Kyodo as saying. 

A spokesman at Seoul's main 
government spy agency, the Na
tional Intelligence Service, de
nied links to Sugishima. 

"The Japanese has nothing to 
do with our agency," spokes-

man Kim Young-jin said. 
Japan's Foreign Ministry said 

it was investigating the report. 
When a group of Japanese leg
islators led by former Japanese 
Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama visited North Korea 
Dec. 1-3, Japan and the reclu
sive Stalinist state agreed to re
start normalization talks after a 
ieven-year hiatus. 

The two countries have never 
had diplomatic relations, and 
talks broke off in 1992 over al
legations that North Korean 
agents kidnapped Japanese ci ti
zens. 

In an effort to defuse military 
tensions across the region, the 
United States has lifted trade 
sanctions against North Korea, 
and South Korea has increased 
cultural, sports and tourism ex
changes with the North. 

North Korea fired a rocket 
over Japan last year, rattling the 
Tokyo government and its al
lies. Western experts said 
Pyongyang was test-firing a 
missile, but North Korea de
scribed it as a satellite launch. 

Sugishima was the first J apa
nese to be detained in North 
Korea since 1983. 

In October 1983, a North Ko
rean soldier hid out in the No. 
18 Fujisan-maru anchored off 
North Korea's Nampo port and 

slipped into Japan. 
When the ship visited the same 

port in November that year, all 
five Japanese. crew members 
were detained on spy charges. 

North Korea released and sent 
back three crew membe~s m 

April 1984. But the North Ko
rean court seized the ship and 
-sentenced its captain and chief 
engineer to 15 years of educa
tion through labor. The two were 

. released and sent home in Octo
ber 1990. 

Yearend shoppers crowd around a counter to get chunks of deep 
frozen tuna fish at the Japan Bonito and Tuna Fishermen's Cooperative 
Federation hall in Tokyo Wednesday. Tuna is one of the most popular 
new year's dish in Japan. AP 

,'ls we celebrate the }Jew }Vl.il
lennium, let us keep our loved 
ones close in our hearts, and 

our friends by our side. , . 
Wishing you all a Happy Jt]ew 
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WELCOME TO OUR 

"'llll,....,...llJ"' VAIQff 
AT 

STOP 
LIGHT 

8:00 P.M. until 4:00 A.M. 
FREE: CHAMPAGNE 

. ALL NIGHT 
~/~ 

··-.,\ 1/2 PRDCE ON ALL DRINKS!! 
Dec. 31st and 

Jan.1st 2000 
TEL. 235-7817 
VAN SERVICE 

5 OR MORE ... ~EACH ,ROAD . 

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE PLANNING AGENCY 

Criminal Justice Statistical Analysis Center 
P.O. Box 501133 CK• Saipan, MP 96950 

TEL: (670) 664-4550-7 • Fax: (670) 664-4560 • BBS: (670) 664-4559 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
December 31, 1999 

Governor Pedro P. Tenorio and Lt. Governor Jesus R. Sablan, through the CJPA 
Supervisory Council tor the Improvement of the Criminal Justice System, will be holding 

public hearings on Tinian and Rota for matters concerning the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands (CNM/) criminal justice system. The hearings will give the 
community an opportunity to offer comments and suggestions on the types of education, 
prevention, treatment, and interdiction programs needed in the CNMI. Information will be 
solicited, documented, and analyzed for the CNMl's Three-Year Comprehensive 
State-wide Plans for federal grants under the Edward Byrne Memorial Local Law 
Enforcement Assistance Program, Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Program, 
and STOP Violence Against Women Formula Grant Program from the Office of Justice 
Programs, U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ). 

The schedule of the Public Hearings is as follows: 

Location 

Rota January 5, 2000 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. Rota Health Center 

Tinian January 6, 2000 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. Tinian Elementary School Cafeteria 

Please call or submit any questions, suggestions, comments concerning the Three-Year 
Plan to the Criminal Justice Planning Agency, at Tel: 664-4550 - 4557 

/s/ EDWARD MANIBUSAN 
Chairman, Supervisory Council 

Fax: 664-4560 
E-Mail: cjpa@saipan.com 

/s/ HARRY C. BLANCO 
Executive Director, CJPA 

ASIA 

For Hun Sen 'slay try' 

Thailand to 
try fugitive 
BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) -
A Cambodian man wanted in an 
assassination attempt on the Cam
bodian premier will first face ille
gal entry charges before Thailand 
considers extraditing him, the for
eign ministry said Wednesday. 

Sok Yuen, an activist of 
Cambodia's opposition Sam 
Rainsy Party, has been accused of 
taking part in a September 1998 
rocket attack on a convoy of 
newly-elected lawmakers in the 
northwestern Cambodia city of 
Siem Reap. 

He fled Cambodia in late Sep
tember, but was arrested Friday 
by Thai police at a private resi
dence in Bangkok. 

"Sok Yuen will face illegal en
try charges first and then the ex
tradition case later if the Cambo
dian government sends all the 
evidence to prove his crime within 
two months after his arrest," for
eign ministry spokesman Don 
Paramudwinai told The Associ
ated Press. 

"We will process Sok Yuen 's 
case on the basis of our law." The 
case became a cause celebre when 
the Thai opposition leader, 
Chavalit Yongchaiyudh, implied 
during a parliamentary debate 
earlier this month that Thai For
eign Minister Surin Pitsuwan 
aided Sok Yuen' sentry into Thai
land. 

Surin denied the charge, but 
with the attention given it by the 
press, it became a political and 
diplomatic thorn for the govern
ment. 

Even after Sok Yuen was ar
rested, the l?ressure for the gov-

Hun Sen 

ernment to take decisive action 
continued, when Thai TV Chan
nel 5 - run by the army - on 
Saturday broadcast a tape of an 

alleged confession by Sok Yuen. 
Where the tape came from and 

why it was broadcast have been a 
matter of speculation. 

Sok Yuen was reported by Thai 
newspapers to have disavowed 
the confession in a letter to the 
human rights organization Am
nesty International. He reportedly 
said he made the videotape con
fession under duress after he was 
abducted by unknown men from 
his Bangkok hiding place. 

The origins of the case are also 
murky, since many people ques
tion whether there was really any 
assassination attempt at all. 

Premier Hun Sen and the Cam
bodian military court have de
scribed the 1998 attack, which 
killed a young bystander, as an 
assassination attempt on the pre
mier, but witness accounts differ 
as to which politician's car if any 
the rocket-propelled grenade was 
aimed at. 

Thai workers select mails at Bangrak Post Office in downtown Bangkok 
Tuesday. Wor_kers had to _work long_er hours selecting mails during the 
season greetings as Thai economic starts to recover. Quantity of the 
mails at this office increased about 30 percent from last year. AP 

.• t .. ~ f ~ 
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esty to benefit a million 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -
President Kim Dae-jung said 
Wednesday he will release two 
convicted North Korean spies and 
pardon one million South Kore
ans punished for minor economic 
and other crimes to celebrate the 
start of the new century. 

"The government action this 
time will benefit about one mil
lion people," Kim said in a na
tionally televised speech. "I sin-. 
cerely hope that they will have 
new hope and progress in their 
life in the future." 

Justice Ministry officials later 
said the amnesty will take effect 
on Friday. 

The two North Korean spies to 
be freed were identified as Son 
Sung Mo, 69, and Shin Gwang 
Soo, 70. The two have been kept 
in jail since they were captured 
separately in the early 1980s. 

Once they are released, South 
Korea will no longer hold any 
long-serving political prisoners, 
Kim said. 

Since taking office 22 months 
ago, Kim, a human rights cham
pion, has been eagerly trying to 
improve relations with commu-

Falun Gong· 
members 
sent to labor 
camps. · 
BEIJING (AP)-China has sent 
two Falun Gong members to la
bor camps for reporting that a 
third memberofthe banned spiri
tual movement had been beaten 
to death in police custody, a hu
man rights group said Wednes
day. 

Li Lanying and Chen Shihuan 
were sentenced recently to three 
years in a labor camp, the maxi
mum police are allowed to give 
without trial, the Hong Kong
based Information Center of Hu
man Rights and Democratic 
Movement in China said. 

Two other members of the 
banned meditation group, Liu 
Jinling and Chi Yun ling, who also 
reported the death to the Informa
tion Center and others overseas, 
remain in custody and may also 
face a labor camp sentence, the 
group said. 

Only days after Zhao Jinhua 
died on Oct. 7, her fellow Falun 
Gong followers reported that po
lice in Zhaoyuan detained her on 
Sept. 27 and repeatedly beat her 
for refusing to break ties with the 
group. 

Police in Zhaoyuan, in the east
ern province of Shandong, and 
the State Council, the highest gov
ernment body in China, denied 
Zhao was mistreated and said she 
suffered a heart attack on Oct. 7. 

Falun Gong is a mix of con
cepts from Buddhism, Taoism and 
the ideas of its founder, ex-gov
ernment grain clerk Li Hongzhi, 
who lives in exile in New York. 
The government saw the group's 
ability to organize millions of 
people as a threat to communist 
control and banned it in July. 

nist North Korea. The release of 
its jailed agents is one of 
Pyongyang's preconditions for 
improved ties with Seoul. 

Wednesday's amnesty will pa
role 3,242 prisoners and allow 
hundreds of thousands of people 
to resume financial transactions 
with banks. 

In two years of economic diffi
culty, more than 30,000 South 
Korean companies went bankrupt, 
forcing more than I million people 
to Jose their jobs. Many of them 
were barred from dealing with 
banks because of bad credit rat
ings. 

Those who will benefit from 
the amnesty will also include 
seven "prisoners of conscience" 
who have been convicted of vio
lent labor and other political pro
tests, Kim said. 

It will be the fifth amnesty to be 
issued by Kim. In an amnesty 
marking this year's Korean Inde
pendence Day on Aug. 15, the 
govemmeqtfreed 56 political pris
oners, including seven long-serv-

ing North Korean spies. 
Kim said the special amnesty is 

meant to put behind the country's 
traumatic past under military-led 
governments and usher in a new 
millennium. 

'To our people who have suc
cessfully tided over the high waves 
of the past century, the start of a 
.new millennium is an opportu
nity we should not miss," Kim 
said. 

Kim appealed to his people to 
learn to forgive others and shed 
regional antagonism. He cited re
gionalism as the root cause of 
division in South Korean society. 

South Korea's three main po
litical parties, including Kim's 
ruling party, the National Con
gress for New Politics, are all 
based on regional support. 

Kim Dae-jung was elected 
president with the support of 
Prime Minister Kim Jong-pi I who 
controls another regionally based 
political party. He is the first op
position leader to be elected presi
dent in South Korean history. 

COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS / .• -~-\ 
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION ! i 

PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM 

PROMOTIONAL & OPEN COMPETITIVE 
EXAMINATION ANNOUNCEMENT 

HUMAN RESOURCES OFFICE 
It is the policy of the Board of Education, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, that the 
Public School Personnel System shall be applied and administered according to the principles of e4ual 
employment opportunity as defined by the Northern Marianas Commonwealth Public Law 6-10, regard· 
less of age, race, sex, religion, political affiliation or belief, marital status, handicap or place of origin. 

Applicants for this position must be a U.S. Citizen or be eligible and authorized to work in the U.S., 
inrluding the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. 

EXAMINATION ANNOUNCEMENT NO.: PSS-050-99 
OPENING DATE: December 15, 1999 CLOSING DATE: UNTIL FILLED 
POSITION/fITLE: SCHOOL VJCE PRINCIPAL f.lV 
SALARY: PL-30/31/32/33101 · 12; $22,576.96 · $44,685.90 PIA 
LOCATION: PSS,GARAPAN %EM. SCHOOL 

DUTIES & RESPONSIBILITIES; 
Assist the Principal in the overall operation of the school. Assists the Principal in the supervision and 
evaluation of the classroom teachers and support staff. Assists the Principal in the dissemination of perti
nent information to staff, students and parents.Assists the Principal in the planning and implementation 
of students extra-curricular activities. Advises the Principal on matters related to budget, supplies, and 
other program needs. i\s,;ists the PrincipaJ in the implementation of approved curriculum programs. As
sists in the development of goals and objectives for the school. Provides direction to sts/fin establishing 
instiuctional goals and objectives. Contributes to the planning of the instructional program. Provides 
direction to staff in implementing instructional goals and objectives, interacts with staff members to as
sist in their development. Conducts staff meetings to keep members informed. Assists in the evaluation of 
the instructional program.Assists in the evaluation process of staff members. Initiates improvements in 
needed areas. Involves the staff in setting priorities concerning expenditures for the needs of the school. 
Upgrades own professional knowledge and skills (through review of articles, workshops, training ses· 
sions, conferences, cnurses, etc.) Assists in the preparation and management of school budgets. Assists in 
the development and coo:dination of the school schedules.Assists in the implementation and coordination 
of the school's curricular programs. Defines and disseminates information pertaining to classification, 
promotion, retention, suspension, and expulsion policies, procedures, and criteria. Implements clearly
defined disciplinary procedures that have been communicated to parents, students, staff, and community. 
Communicates and carries out the policies established by the school, BOE, Public Law, as well as federal 
laws as they relate to schools. Delegates responsibility as authorized, and accepts the responsibility of the 
completion of the assigned tasks. Communicates the school program, goals and objectives, missions, and 
policies to the community. Assists in supervising and maintaining auxiliary services (i.e., •ransportation, 
cafeteria, maintenance, custodial). Uses community resources to supplement the school proi:ram. Pro
motes nnd maintains open communications" among ~tafT member~. Promotes ,ind maintains a positive 
student attitude. Respects the cli~uity and worth of students, staff, and pareuts. Complies with estab
lished lines of authority. Assists in comfletion of records !i.e., reports, inventories, requisitions, projec· 
tions and forecasts, and other statistica information's I. Assists in the supervision of the requisition, in· 
ventory and distribution of supplies, textbooks, equipment, and materials necessary of the operation of 
the school. Performs other related duties as assigned. 

PHYSICAL DEMANDS; 
Exerting up to twenty (201 pounds of force occasionally ancl'or a negligible amount of force frequently. 

QUAIJFICil,TION REQUIREMEN'fS; 
School Vice Principal I Graduation from a U.S. accredited college or university with a Bachelor's 

Degree in Education plus two 12) years experience in teaching or 
education administration. 

School Vice Principal II Graduation from a U.S. accredited college or university with a Bachelor's 
Degrce·in Education plus three 13) years experience in teaching or 
education administration. 

School Vice Principol III Graduation from U.S. accredited oollege or university with a Bachelor's 
Degree in Education plus four (4) years experience in teaching or 
education administralion. 

School Vice Principul IV Graduation from a U.S. amedited l'tlllege or university with a Bachelor's 
Degree in Education plus five 151 years experience in teaching or 
education administration. 

INTERESTED APPLICANTS MAY OBTAIN AND SUBMIT COMPLETED APPLICATION FORMS 
TO THE PSS HUMAN RESOURCES OFFICE AT NAURU BUILDING, THIRD FLOOR, OR MAIL 
OUR CURRENT APPLICATION FORMS TO: 

ATIN: PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM 
HUMAN RESOURCES OFFICE TEL. NOS. (6701664-3700/3761 
NAURU BUILDING, THIRD FLOOR 
P.O. BOX 1370 CK 
SAIPAN, MP 96950 

YOUR APPLICATION FORMS MUST BE RECEIVED BY THE PSS HUMAN RESOURCES OF, 
FICE ON OR BEFORE THE CLOSING DATE OF THE POSITION ANNOUNCEMENT. 

South Korean President Kim Oae-jung delivers a statement marking 
end of 20th century at the presidential house in Seoul, Wednesday. 
President Kim said that he will release two convicted North Korean 
spies and pardon 1 million South Koreans punished for minor eco
nomic and other crimes to celebrate the start of a new century. AP 

COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS ,/·-:-;,1\ 
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION I _, J 

PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM . 

PROMOTIONAL & OPEN COMPETITIVE 
EXAMINATION ANNOUNCEMENT 

HUMAN RESOURCES OFFICE 
It is the policy of the Board of Education, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands, that the Public School Per,onnel System shall be applied and administered 
according to the principles of equal employment opportunity as defined by the 
Northern Marianas Commonwealth Public Law 6-10, regardless of age, race, sex, 
religion, political affiliation or belief, marital status, handicap or place of origin. 

Applicants for this position must be a U.S. Citizen or be eligible and authorized to· 
work in the U.S., including the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. 

EXAMINATION ANNOUNCEMENT NO.: PSS-052-99 
OPENING DATE: December 14, 1999 CLOSING DATE: UNTIL FILLED 
POSITIONmTLE: SPECIAL EDUCATION COORDINATOR, ASSISTANT 
SALARY: PL-33/01-12; $26,131.39 . $44,685.90 PA 
LOCATION: PSS, SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM 

DUTIBS & RESPONSIBILITIES; 

Responsible for formulating, implementing with assistance from technical 
assistance agencies, the Comprehensive System of Personnel Development "plan". 
Responsible for disseminating information regarding the CSPD "plan" to the 
Coordinator, SESAP and the federal government as well as other affected personnel. 
Responsible for "within system" monitoring of schools special education programs. 
Establishes a system for monitoring documents and procedures at school level for 
compliance to federal and local regulations regarding special education. Works with 
staff at schools to train and implement compliance procedures. Provides 
instructional consultation to teachers, and other staff when needed. Provides 
program evaluation. Performs other duties as designed. 

PHYSICAL DEMANDS; 

Exerting up to twenty (20) pounds of force occasionally and/or a negligible amount of 
force frequently. 

QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS; 

Graduation from a US accredited college or university with a BA degree in Special 
Education, plus at least five (5) years related work experience. 

INTERESTED APPLICANTS MAY OBTAIN AND SUBMIT COMPLETED 
APPLICATION FORMS TO THE PSS HUMAN RESOURCES OFFICE AT 
NAURU BUILDING, THIRD FLOOR, OR MAIL YOUR CURRENT 
APPLICATION FORMS TO: 

ATIN: PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM 
HUMAN RESOURCES OFFICE TEL. NOS. (670) 664-3700/3761 
NAURU BUILDING, THIRD FLOOR 
P.O. BOX 1370 CK 
SAIPAN, MP 96950 

YOUR APPLICATION FORMS MUST BE RECEIVED BY THE PSS HUMAN 
RESOURCES OFFICE ON OR BEFORE THE CLOSING DATE OF THE 
POSITION ANNOUNCEMENT. 
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.MARIANA IS~NDS 

FREE Supply of HUGGIES" Diapers for the year 2000 

FREE Supply of HUGGIES" Baby Wipes 
RJU COLO~ baby portrait 
GiR l?~C[Z of !{imberiy-Ck11rkT .. products, 

\ \ 

includes Kleenex0 facial tissues, Cottoilellee bath tissue 
Scotr paper towel, Kotexe feminine care 

HUGGIES" Millennium Baby Plaque 
HUGGIES' Millennium Baby T-Shirt 
HUGGIES' Millennium Baby Blanket 
HUGGIES' Millennium Baby T-Shirt for parentlsl 

' \ 
\ 

'"::~<~:~::_,,\ 
\ ......... ,, 

\\ 
\\ \ 

"'~ \\\ \. ,, \ \ \ ""'· \. \ ' 

~='Jij,~~~S® celebrates the New 
Millennium ti~h\ where America's day 

' '· begins. The FIR~l BABY born and ALL 
BABIES born Jarluary 1st, 2000 in the 
Mariana Islands will receive special 

prizes* from HiiJ(i5f:~u~s;® ! ! ! 

' • .; ·\.; t "'~' 

.FREE Supply o, HUGGIES' Diapers 
FREE Supply of\lUGGIES' Baby Wipes 
GIFT PACK of Kihiberfy-Clark™ products, 
includes Kleenex~ facial tissues, Cottonellec bath tissue 
Scotr paper towel; Kotex0 feminine care 
HUGGIES' Millennit1m Baby Plaque 

\ 
HUGGIES' Millenniut;n Baby T-Shirt 
HUGGIES' Millennium Baby Blanket 

' ,,.,,,;::/' \ 

HUGGl~':Milfenniuni.,Baby T-Shirt for parentlsl 

'Temis·~~d conditions apply \ 
\ 
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FIRST LADY GERI GUTIERREZ • FIRST LADY'S FOUNDATION (CNMQ • ARROTECH. 
AMBROS • GMHA • US NAVAL HOSPITAL GUAM • COMMONWEALTH HEAIJH CENTER 
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Bowing to politics 

Japan delays banking reforms 

Kiichi Miyazawa 

TOKYO, (Reuters)-Japan's 
ruling coalition said on 
Wednesday it will delay by 
one year the introduction of a 
limited bank deposit protec

. tion system - a key financial 
system rnform measure aimed 
at increasing the accountabil
ity of banks. 

The decision, agreed by the 
tripartite coalition of the Ub
er.al Democratic Party, the 
Liberal Party and New 
Komeito after a late-night 
meeting of their policy chiefs, 
deals a blow to Japan's cred
ibility and may pressure its 
banks' ratings, analysts said. 

The limited deposit protec
tion scheme, called "the pay
off system" and originally 
planned for introduction in 
April 200 I, will put an end to 
the current system of unlim
ited guarantees for deposits 
and impose a new limit of I 0 
million yen per account in the 
event of financial institution 
failure. 

The measure was expected 
to trigger depositors' flight to 
quality - to the bigger, stron
ger banks - punishing the 
smaller, less efficient banks, 
saddled with bad Joans and 
already facing difficulties 
keeping their business. 

Finance Minister Kiichi 
Miyazawa said the delay was 
inevitable due to lack of time 
for the smaller financial insti
tutions to prepare themselves 
for the change. 

But analysts said that politi
cians had decided to delay the 
painful measure until after 
general elections which must 

your 
child everyday. 

take place by October 2000. 
Miyazawa said he was not 

worried that Japan would lose 
credibility internationally, 
since the postponement had a 
definite time limit and did not 
have a wider financial impact. 

But analysts warned that the 
backpedalling could ulti
mately backfire on Tokyo. 

"There would be nothing for 
Japan to gain but much to lose 
(from the delay)," said 
Susumu Takahashi, chief 
economist at Japan Research 
Institute. 

The postponment cripples 
the Finance Ministry's much
heralded financial reforms and 
also harks back to its notori
ous "convoy" system of pro
tecting banks, analysts said. 

"I think it sends a bad sig
nal. They announced the pay
off (introduction) five years 
before the deadline. It was 
meant to be a way to force 
financial institutions to get 
their acts together and they 
were given five years to do 
it," said Robert Feldman, chief 
economist at Morgan Stanley 
Dean Witter. 

"If the authorities were not 
able to put enough pressure 
on them to do what they 
needed to do, it suggests the 
authorities were not fully cog
nizant of the problem," he 
said. 

The news could also hit 
banks' credit ratings, analysts 
said. 

"I would not be surprised if 
Japan's (banks') credit ratings 
again come under review for a 
possible downgrade or if the 

·Japan premium starts rising 
again, since the delay puts 
Japan's efforts to press ahead 
with financial reforms in 
doubt," Takahashi said. 

The Japan premium - the ex-

tra cost that Japanese banks 
must pay to raise funds over
seas - has been at virtually 

zero after rising as high as 
I 00 basis points above the cost 
for Western banks a year ago, 

when concerns about Japan's 
banking system were at its 
peak. 

Christina M. Ohta, of computer operations, is seen looking over the computer at Recovery Point Systems in 
Gaithersberg, Md. If a company's offices were disabled by a disaster, natural or otherwise, it could send its 
employees to this data-recovery "hot site" and stay in business. . AP 

::.;::-:::-::-:-.---:::;-:-:::::.·::•:..·.·::::.:·.:::: : .. :::.::: ::: :: '.::·.::::::::·: .:; 

mm£~l:>~tti.f 

••• 

An Inchcape Motors Company 
At the corner of Beach Road & Chalan Mnsr. Guerrero in San Jose· Call us at 234-5911 or Fax us at 234-6514 



I 

' ' 

. ,. 
,• 
( 

' , 
j. 
I, 

~1 

34-MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-FRIDAY- 'DECEMBER 3T, 1999 ASIA 

No Gun Ri probe pressed 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -
People who said they were survi
vors of U.S. Air Force attacks on 
civilian refugees during the Ko
rean War accused Washington on 
Wednesday of dragging its feet 
on investigating the alleged at
tacks. 

"So many innocent people were 
killed by U.S. planes, and it's 
insincere of the U.S. government 
not to start an investigation im
mediately." said Um Han-won, 
65. 

Um says he lost his mother, 
three sisters and two brothers 

when U.S. planes dropped incen
diary bombs on a cave filled with 
hundreds of t_errified refugees in 
January 1951. 

Korean witnesses say about 300 
people were trapped and suffo
cated. Those who escaped were 
strafed by the planes, they say. 

• COMMONWEALTH PORTS AUTHORITY 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

LIMITED RETAIL CONCESSION 
SAIPAN INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

The Commonwealth Ports Authority (CPA) is soliciting proposals from interested firms and/or individuals to operate a 
Limited Retail Concession at the Saipan International Airport. Interested firms and/or individuals arc encouraged to specify 
in their proposal the types of products and/or services they intend to offer to the travelling public and how to best use the 
space available. The area of the space available is 100 square feet, and is located at the Departure Building. This space is 
available for inspection between 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

Proposal packages can be obtained at the Office of the Executive Director, Saipan International Airport, P.O. Box 501055, 
'.::aipan, MP 96950. A set of the proposal package may be obtained for a fee of $50.00. Checks shall be made payable to the 
Commonwealth Ports Authority. A pre-award conference shall be held on December 22, 1999 at 2:00 p.m. at the Saipan 
International Airport conference room located at the Departure Building second floor. 

The Commonwealth Ports Authority (CPA) must receive all proposal no later than 2:00 p.m. January 10, 2000, in order to be 
considered for the award. In evaluating proposals. CPA will consider (but not limited to) the following criteria: 

I. Financial Proposals 
2. Management Teams 
3. Ca pit;! In vestment 
4. Design Rendering 
5. Services or Merchandising Mix 
6. Customer Services 
7. Pricing 

The successful and unsuccessful Proposers will be notified within thirty (30) days after January 10, 2000. 

Should you ha1 c any questions or need additional infom1ation, please contact Mr. Herman R. Bermudes at 664-3500. 

The Commo1111 cal th Ports Authority (CPA) reserves the right to reject any and/or all proposals in accordance with Section 
3.2(7) and t. J of its Procurement Rules and Regulations. 

/s/C\RLOS H. SALAS 
Exccut ivc Director 

December I 0, 1999 
Date 

COMMONWEALTH PORTS AUTHORITY 

THIRD REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

FOOD & BEVERAGE CONCESSION 
FOR WEST TINIAN AIRPORT 

The Commonwealth Ports Authority (CPA) is soliciting proposals from interested firms and/or individuals to operate a 
food and veberage concession at the West Tinian Airport. Interested firms and/or individuals are encouraged to specify 
in their proposals the types of products and/or services they intend to offer to the traveling public and how to best use the 
space available. The area of the space available is 430 sr,uare feet, and is centrally located at the newly renovated 
West Tinian Airport. This space is available for inspection between 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

Proposal packages can be obtained at the Office of the Executive Director, Saipan International Airport, P. 0. Box 
501055, Saipan, MP %~SC, or at the office of the Ports Manager West Tinian Airport Tinian, MP 96952. A set of the 
proposal package may :;c ootained for a fee of S30.00. Checks shall be made payable to the Commonwealth Ports 
Authority. 

The Commonwealth Ports Authority (CPA) must receive all proposal no later than 2:00 p.m. January 7, 2000 in order to 
be considered for the award. In evaluating proposals, CPA will consider (but not limited to) the following criteria: 

1 . Financial Proposals 
2. Management Team 
3. Capital Investment 
4. Design Rendering 
5. Services or Merchandising Mix 
6. Customer Services 
7. Pricing 

The successful and unsuccessful Proposers will be notified within thirty (30) days after January 7, 2000. 

Should you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Mr. Herman R. Bermudes at 664-3500. 

The Commonwealth Ports Authority (CPA) reserves the right to reject any and/or all proposals in accordance with 
Section 3.2 (7) and 4.1 of its Procurement Rules and Regulations. 

isl CARLOS H. SALAS 
Executive Director 

December 28, 1999 
Date 

This U.S. Army photo was released by the National Archive with the 
following caption: "Three Korean women, hit by fire bomb when they 
were caught in a U.N. air strike against the communist forces. This 
photo is dated Feb. 4, 1951. · AP 

An F-80 jet fighter-bomber and a T-6 "Texan," (foreground) fly over 
Arizona in a Defense Department photo released Oct. 6, 1950. Declas
sified Air Force reports of debriefings of F-80 pilots in 1950, early in the 
Korean War, indicate they sometimes strafed South Korean refugee 
groups, as alleged by Korean survivors of such attacks. AP 

Earlier Wednesday, The Associ
ated Press, quoting declassified 
U.S. military documents and U.S. 
and South Korean witnesses, re
ported that American pilots some
times attacked civilian-clad groups 
in South Korea on suspicion they 
harbored enemy infiltrators. 

Large numbers of South Korean 
refugees were killed in some 
cases, witnesses said. U.S. pilots 
said they were strafing their tar
gets at an airborne controller's 
instruction but sometimes wor
ried they were machine-gunning 
innocents. 

In September, the AP cited U.S. 
veterans, Korean witnesses and 
declassified documents in report
ing that U.S. warplanes and 
ground troops killed hundreds of 
South Korean refugees at No Gun 
Ri, South Korea, in late July J 950 
as the retreating Americans 
struggled to defend South Korea 
against a North Korean invasion. 

American ground commanders 
feared that enemy soldiers, dis
guised in the common white cloth
ing of civilians, were mixing in 
South Korean refugee columns. 

The U.S. and South Korean gov
ernments, which had previously 
dismissed the claim, immediately 

ordered investigations.Since then, 
37 other cases of alleged killings 
of civilian refugees at U.S. hands 
have surfaced. 

Most of them related to air at
tacks. But Washington and Seoul 
have said they will decide whether 
to look into those cases only after 
their investigation into the No Gun 
Ri case is completed. 

"Our priority is to concentrate 
on No Gun Ri . ., Chung Ki-chang, 
a Seoul official, said Wednesday 
reconfirming that position. Both 
the United States and South Ko
rea hope to finish their investiga
tions by mid-2000. 

Survivors of other incidents said 
they were frustrated. 

"I sent a petition to President 
Clinton and Defense Secretary 
Cohen in October, but they have 
not even sent me a reply," said 
Hong Won-ki, 62, a retired news
paper executive. who says he lost 
his parents in a U.S. air attack in 
January 1951. 

Hong sent another petition to 
Clinton last week, urging for a 
replay and investigation. 

"We need to console those souls 
who still wander because the truth 
about their unjust death was not 
told," Hong said. 
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Singapore cancels some 
New Year's eve flights 
SINGAPORE(AP)-Someair
lines have canceled flights out of 
Singapore's Changi airport 
around midnight on New Year's 
Eve - a decision prompted not 
only by fears about the Y2K com
puter glitch but also by lower de
r.::tand. 

Albert Tjoeng, spokesman for 
Singapore's Civil Aviation Au
thority, said Wednesday that 102 
flights, including arrivals and de
partures, were canceled for Fri-· 
day. For Saturday, there were 91 
cancellations. 

But the traffic at Changi, one of 
the busiest airports in Asia, was 
reduced partly, Tjoeng said, "be
cause of lower demand" during 

the holiday season. 
The German airline Lufthansa 

canceled a flight leaving Singapore 
late Friday but denied the cancella
tion was due to Y2K fears. 

"Lufthansa does have a habit of 
reducing flights at this time of year," 
Lufthansa spokeswoman Marga-
ret Chin said. · 

AlthoughLufthansahascanceled 
its Frankfurt-bound flight from 
Singapore, the airline will be oper
ating a Bangkok-Frankfurt flight 
that night. 

"The flight leaves Bangkok at 
11 :50 p.m. local time. So we will 
be in the air at midnight," Chin 
said. 

Some airlines acknowledge 

they prefer to have their planes on 
the ground when the clock strikes 
midnight-in case anything goes 
wrong. 

Japan Airlines delayed by two 
hours two of its flights that were 
due to leave just before midnight, 
in case of Y2K glitches, spokes
woman Grace Chew said. 

"Yes, it is because we want to 
.make sure it's safe," Chew said. 

One flight to Tokyo, due to 
leave Changi airport at 11 p.m. 
local time, will leave two hours 
later. 

A second flight to Osaka, due to · 
leave at 11: JO p.m. local time, 
will also depart two hours later 
than planned, Chew said. 

Hong Kong residents urged to 
turn off phones for millennium 
HONG KONG (AP) - Hong 
Kong residents use their mo
bile phones virtually every
where, but officials issued this 
plea on Wednesday: Please 
don't ring in the millennium 
by ringing up family and 
friends. 

The warning came during a 
briefing on potential Y2K 
computer glitches, but the 
government insists the threats 
to the territory's phone sys
tem have nothing to do with 
the so-called millennium bug. 

"This is purely a question of 
system overload, not the 
Y2K," said Jessie Ting, deputy 
secretary for information tech-

nology and broadcasting. 
Hong Kong's telephone 

companies say they're ready 
for the millennium, but Mrs. 
Ting noted about half of Hong 
Kong's 6.8 million people 
have mobile phones. If every
body tries to call at once, it 
won't work. 

Telephone overload has 
hampered Hong Kong before, 
when typhoon warnings were 
hoisted and everybody started 
dialing simultaneously. Mrs. 
Ting told a news conference. 

"If you 're thinking of say
ing 'hello' to your friends the 
minute the clock rolls over to 
2000, maybe you can wait a 

few minutes," she said. 
It remains unclear whether 

Hong Kong residents will pay 
attention. Signs prohibiting 
phone use are often ignored, 
with residents seen and heard 
chattering everywhere: in res
taurants, stores, cinemas -
even church services. A doc
tor recently got into trouble 
for talking on his mobile 
phone during an operation. 

Hong Kong officials say the 
territory is well-prepared to 
avoid serious mishaps from 
the Y2K problem, in which 
some computers can misread 
the year 2000 as 1900 and 
possibly start malfunctioning. 

NURSING ASSISTANTS 
Wanted immediately for nursing homes in Easten U.S.A. 

Competitive Salary, benefits. With or without certification. Training will be provided. 
Experience not necessary. Must be caring patient and hardworking. 

Fly now pay later. US Citizens or Residents only. Interested applicants submit health 
clearance, police clearance and two letters of references. Passport necessary for travel. 

Call (800) 742-2446 or (201) 662-8906 Fax: (201) 662-9897 
WHR GROUP @Galaxy Mall, 7000 Blvd East, Guttenberg, NJ 07093 

Members of the Canadian circus troupe "Cirque Ou Soleil" pass by 
travelers looking for their luggage on the baggage carousel at 
Singapore's Changi International Airport Wednesday. Singaporean 
officials have said that Changi airport is fully Y2K compliant though 
many airlines are not taking chances and have cancelled flights around 
midnight on Dec. 31. AP 

The Government for the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana f s
iands (''Government"), through the Secretary of the Department nf 
Commerce, is soliciting competitive proposals from qualified indi
viduals and firms with economic and statistical analysis experience to 
assist ;n developing a questionnaire for a wage and hours survey to he 
conducted by the CNMI Division of Central Statistics in the Northern 
Mariana !~lands and-then to prepare a report that will analyz~ the in
formation gathered to determine the possibilities and impact of a raise 
in the local minimum wage. 

The scope of work for the project may be obtained at the Division of 
Procurement and Supply, Lower Base, Saipan. 

All proposals must be signed. One (I) original and five (5) copies for 
each proposal must be submitted to the Division of Procurement and 
Supply in a scaled envelope marked RFP00-0021 and t1ddressed to 
the Office ufthe Director, Division-of Procurement and Supply, Lower 
Base, Saipan, MP 96950. The opening will be on January 7, 2000 at 
I0:30 a.m. at the Division of Procurement and Supply, Lower Base, 
Saipan. THIS DEADLINE IS BEING EXTENDED FROM 12/22/ 
99 10:30 A.M. TO 1/07/00 10:30 A.M. Any proposals received after 
the deadline will not be accepted. 

Selection shall be made in accordance with CNMI Procurement Regu
lations. Proposals will be evaluated on the basis of the following: 

A. Technical Proposal 
a. 40% Experience in similar or 

related proejcts 
b. 25% Demonstrated understanding 

or requirements ' 
c. 20% Technical expertise of principal, and 

proposed staff 
d. 15% Approach to the project. 

B. Cost Proposal 
Price is also a factor for consideration and price will be evaluated in 
comparison with overall merit of proposals. Technical merit is more 
importmll lhan price and the Government reserves the right to award 
to other than the lower offcror. As proposals become m~irc equal in 
tcchnica: merit, the importance of price will increase. 

The CNMI Government reserves the right to reject any or all propos
als or to waive any defects, ir it is the best interest of the government. 
All proposals will become the property of the Government of the Com
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. Award of the project is 
contingent upon final approval of funding. 

All inquiries should be directed to Wil Muui, the Department of Com
merce, Division of Central Statistics at telephone number (670) 664-
3034, fax number (670) 664-3066. 

/s/ Lee C. Cabrera 
Acting Secretary 
Department of Commerce 

Isl Herman S. Sablan 
Director 
Div. of Procurement & Supply 
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Holiday 
Season 

"All sizes are available" 

MIIPI Pl811Bf 
For more information please call 

Telephone 235-1920 and ask for Lito or Imelda 

•west:Marine· 
DISTRIB·UTOR IN.SAIPAN 
' W.e. make boat,fne more funr'' 

For special advertisement we can service 
different kinds of boat engines like Yamaha, 
etc, and Body Paint at a reasonable service 

charge only. 

We can order thru West Marine Catalog 
35,000 items defection for 3-4 days U.S. Postal 
Mail service for air freight items, 2-3 weeks for 

items that can shipthru boat. 

Please just visit us in Of!.tconvenient store 
located in Lower JJase. 
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PASSPORT ( ~ ~ ) 

flEALl:H CARD :JR RECEIPT ( {l]Llltfil ) 

SOCIAL SECURITY { iit8'f<:".! ) 

LI ID ( ~. ,?.l ) 

< ;!Jo~ SAM MARlANAS, INC. ( ,-' W. ) 
5 \It ;/;· 322-3444 

I"' I) TWA: Temporary Work Authorization. 

2) LIATWA Limi.ed Immunity Acl TWA. 

ASIA/AFRICA 

Afghan Foreign Minister Mau/vi Wakil Ahmed Mutawakil (second from right) speaks to reporters at Kandahar 
airport on Wednesday that hijackers of an Indian Airlines plane have dropped their demands for a US$ 200 
million ransom. AP 

Hijacking gives Taliban's 
image much-needed boost 
ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (AP) 
- The hijacking drama being 
played out bin Afghanistan has 
put a shine on the tarnished im
age of the country's ruling 
Taliban movement. 
. The group, which controls 
about 90 percent of Afghani
stan, has become an interna
tional pariah in recent years 
because of its harsh interpreta
tion of Islam, strict restrictions 
on women and for granting ref
uge to suspected terrorist Osama 
bin Laden. 

The group's handling of the 
hijacking of an Indian Airlines 
jetliner, however, has changed 
things. Suddenly, it is receiving 
praise from the international 

community. 
"I have a lot of admiration for 

how they are handling this whole 
episode," Erick de Mui, the 
United Nations coordinator for 
Afghanistan, told reporters 
Wednesday in the Pakistani 
capital of Islamabad. 

"They have done an admirable 
job. They have shown flexibility 
and intelligence which is what is 
required in a situation like this," 
he said. 

Despite the Taliba., 's sympa
thies for the hijackers' cause -
the Islamic insurgency in Indian
ruled Kashmir - the group has 
been quick to condemn the hi
jacking. The Taliban have w amed 
the captors that harming a sin[ le 

passenger will result in swift 
and violent retribution. 

The Taliban have refused any 
suggestion that they would give 
asylum to the hijackers. 

"There is no question of us 
giving them asylum. We won't," 
said Foreign Minister Wakil 
Ahmed Muttawakil. "We want 
only for the passengers to be 
released and safe." 

Since the airliner landed Sat
urday at Kandahar Airport in 
southern Afghanistan, the 
Taliban have negotiated with 
the hijackers, provided food and 
water to the passengers and 
welcomed representatives of 
several governments- none of 
which recognize the Taliban. 
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Hebrons ·ne tore down 
KIRYAT ARBA, West Bank 
(AP) - Jewish settlers clashed 
with Israeli police Wednesday 
as a bulldozer tore down a shrine 
at the grave of Baruch Goldstein, 
the Jewish gunman who killed 
29 people in a massacre at a 
West Bank mosque. 

Settlers cursed and heckled 
troops at the grave site. Some 
who tried to break through a 
police cordon about 200 yards 
from the site were wrestled 
down and dragged away. 

"We will not forgive or for-

get!" settler Shmuel Ben-Ishai 
shouted. 

Ge 1 jstein, an immigrant from 
New York City, served as a phy
sician in Kiryat Arba, a settle
ment of 6,000 people just out
side the West Bank town of 
Hebron. In Febr~ry 1994, 
Goldstein entered the T~ of 
the Patriarchs, a shrine ,Na"ed 
to Muslims and J~ws, and 
opened fire on kneeling wor
shippers, killing 29. Goldstein 
was bludgeoned to death by the 
angry crowd. 

On Wednesday, as the army 
dismantled the shrine to 
Goldstein, an army rabbi coaxed 
the assailant's weeping father 
away from the tomb. He had 
prostrated himself on the flat 
tombstone in protest as soldiers 
broke up decorative tiles around 
the grave and a bulldozer over
turned a small, enclosed stand 

, for prayer books and memorial 
candles. 

"He was a righteous man," 
Israel Goldstein said of his son. 

Some settlers threatened to 

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak (right) meets with Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat in Cairo. Talks 
foucused on the middle East peace process . AP 

take revenge and desecrate the 
grave of Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin, slain by an ul
tranationalist Jew in 1995 for 
handing land to the Palestin
ians. 

"I would double, triple the· 
guard on Rabin's grave," settler 
Baruch Marze! said. The army 
stationed a single armed sentry 
at Rabin's grave in Jerusalem. 

Goldstein's grave, adjoining 
the gated entrance to Kiryat 
Arba, had become a pilgrimage 

, site for Jewish extremists. The 
epitaph inscribed on the tomb -

· not affected by Wednesday's 
army action - describes 
Goldstein as "holy" and a "mar
tyr." His supporters built a 
shrine nearby with stands for 
prayer books and flower pots. 

In November, Israel's Su
preme Court upheld the army's 
decision to raze the shrine, re
jecting an appeal by Goldstein's 
father. The judges said allow
ing the site to remain intact 
would send a message of praise 
for Goldstein's crime. 

B:.it Israel Goldstein said hi's 
son was a hero and claimed he 
had thwarted Arab plans to mas
sacre Jews by opening fire first. 

"'This is a shame," Goldstein 
said. "Our enemies are laugh
ing at us now. What a people we 
have become." 

A liberal government minis
ter, Ran Cohen, said after the 
dismantling that he would in
troduce legislation to move the 
grave, which stands in an empty 
lot, to a regular graveyard. 

CHALAN PIAO 
up to 18,900 sq. It. 

Braund Roar with Backup 6enerator, 
24 Hours Water Supply and Spacious 

Parking Lot Across Hopwood Jr. High School 

CHALAN KANOA 
RESlAURANT SPACE FOR RENT next to Bank ol Saipan 

,;1M111tw111 ;1 ,·,\JI 1 ;,1, m;1 (41t11111mJ (tBI 
Contact: Ben Sablan @ 234-7749 

® SABLAN ENTERPRISES, INC . 

PJ>i 
TIES IS TO HEREBY RNfORM TiiE GENERAL l?[JllJ.lif: TWIT 
EFJFECTIVE JANUARY 1ST, 2000, OUR PllBUC 
TRANSPORTATION SERVICES FARE WILL BE INCREASE. OUR 
NEW FARE FEE WILL BE $2.00 FOR ADULTS (16 YEARS & 
UP), $.75 CENT FOR CHILDREN (5 TO 15 YEARS) AND 
CHILDREN 4 YEARS & UNDER IS FREE OF CHARGE. 

AISO, FOR ALL OUR REGULAR COMMUTERS, A NEW TIME 
TABLE FOR PICKUP FROM HOTEL TO HOTEL IS AVAILABLE 
AT TIIE BUS AND AT TIIB HOTEL'S FRONT DESK FOR YOUR 
REFERENCE. 

TIIANK YOU AND SI YU'US MA'ASE. 

FOR MORE DETAILS CONTACT OUR BUS OPERATION 
OFFICE AT TELEPHONE NUMBER 322-2725/6. 

MANAGEMENT 
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Storms subside in France 
LE CROISIC, France (AP) -
Cleanup workers on Wednes
day stepped up efforts to scrape 
away thick slabs of gummy oil 
coating the beaches and rocky 
shores of France 'sAtlantic coast 
as the sun emerged, putting an 
end to storms that hampered op
erations for days. 

Thousands of volunteers, sol
diers and professionals, many 
wearing oil-splattered yellow 

overall.sand rainboots, scooped 
up the residue with shovels, pails 
and gloved hands as the foul
smelling oil continued to wash 
ashore. 

"People are volunteering with 
anything they've got," said Paul 
Horsman, a Greenpeace em
ployee as he scoured a beach. 
He said many arrived carrying 
their own plastic waste contain
ers. 

Greenpeace has actively criti
cized Tota!Fina, the Franco-Bel
gian oil group which chartered 
the tanker that caused the spill. 
The 24-year-old vessel, "Erika", 
poured 3 million gallons ( 11.4 
million liters) of oil into the sea 
when it broke in two and sank 
on Dec. 12. It was carrying re
fined heavy oil from Rotterdan1 
to Leghorn, Italy. 

Clots of black oil have washed 

A boat sits on a destroyed road at Fouras harbour Wednesoay following Tuesday's storm that raged 
throughout weste,n France. AP 

Bad weather delays recovery of 
bodies, survivors from avalanche 
GAL TUER, Austria <AP) -
Fog and snow prevented rescu
ers Wednesday from reaching 
the site where nine German tour
ists were killed in an· avalanche 
triggered by a massive snow 
storm. 

A rescue helicopter left this 
mountain resort at 
midmorning Wedl.'lesday for 
the site where the tourists were 
killed but turned back after 
the pilot, Karl-Heinz 
Burtscher, reported poor vis
ibility. 

Officials planned to evacuate 
everyone by helicopter as soon 
as the weather cleared. Red
suited personnel from the moun
tain rescue service milled about 
in the snow-covered streets of 
this western Austrian village, 
ready to fly to the site as soon as 
conditions permit. 

Twelve people were killed na
tionwide Tuesday as a second 

. killer storm in three days swept 
across Europe. A total of 120 
people were killed across the 
continent. 

In Austria, the storm 

dumped snow, snarling traffic 
and knocking out power. 

The nine tourists were bur
ie J by falling snow near this 
western vilJage. They were 
part of a group of about 30 
German mountaineers who had 
hiked to huts where they planned 
to spend New Year's Eve. 

Eight other employees of the 
cabins were also on the moun
tain. 

An avalanche struck the area 
in early afternoon, police said, 
burying IO of the mountaineers. 
Two survived the accident, but 
one later died, police said. The 
dead included three women and 
six men. 

Dr. Alois Schranz of the 
Galtuer n.scue service said the 
lone su; vivor among those 
who were buried - a woman 
- was reported in stable con
dition. 

Police, who remaine J in 
contact with the party by ra
dio, said all were experienced 
mountaineers. Rescuers, how
ever, were unable to reach the 
site early Wednesday because 

of fog and snow. 
The avalanche occurred at 

an elevation of more than 
2,000 meters (6,600 feet) near 
Galtuer, in a mountain resort 
area where 38 people were 
killed by massive avalanches 
in February. 

In addition to the nine Ger
man tourists, two others were 
buried Tuesday in an ava
lanche near the southwestern 
village of Vent, and a 
snowboarder was killed in an 
avalanche in Austria's central 
Steiermark state, police said. 

Officials had warned tour
ists against hiking in the 
mountains because of the 
greatly increased avalanche 
risk. 

Thousands of people were 
reported withou. electricity 
Wednesday in eastern and 
southern Aust.fa, which was 
buried under up to 40 centi
meters ( 16 inches) of snow. 
Officials warned of an acute 
danger of further avalanches 
in western and northeastern 
parts uf the country. 

up on a 400-kilometer (250-
mile) stretch of France's Atlan
tic coast, where workers have 
found thousands of oil-coated 
birds. The affected coastline, 
stretching from northwestern 
Brittany to the Vendee region, 
is a popular tourist area known 
for its rocky beaches, fishing 
trade and oyster beds. 

The first traces of oil hit land 
on Saturday, washing up on 
Belle-Ile, an island off the coast 
of Brittany renowned for its 
majestic, rocky coastline. Since 
then, the spill has started to con
taminate the mainland. The 
Glenan islands and the Gulf of 
Morbihan have been hard hit. 

On Sunday, workers discov
ered more oil leaking from the 
sunken tanker, the result of 
fierce storms lashing France. 
The newer, 10 kilometer (6.25 
mile) slick dissipated somewhat 
Tuesday, and experts said it may 

have been the tanker's own fuel 
rather than the cargo it carried. 

Broken-up blankets of sticky 
black oil continued .~o drift at 
sea Wednesday. Underwater 
cameras maneuvered by robots 
were to check on the state of the 
broken tanker, which still con
tains large amounts of oil. 

France's Communist Party 
has called on Tota!Fina to pay 
the entire cost of the cleanup. 
For its part, the Greens Party 
urged people to boycott 
TotalFina gas stations. · 

Tota!Fina has said it is not 
legally responsible for the acci
dent but says it is prepared to 
help meet the costs of the 
cleanup. 

On Tuesday, Prime Minister· 
Lionel Jospin said France plans 
to use its European Union presi
dency next year to seek stricter 
international regulation on oil 
tankers. 

Exercise, not necessarily to lose weight, 
but to enhance circulation. 
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Russian forces adv~ce in Grozny 
GROZNY, Russia (AP) -The 
Russian military said Wednes
day that its forces were close to 
seizing a key suburb of Grozny, 
but acknowledged that rebel 
fighters holding the city center 
were putting up fierce resis
tance. 

Russian Defense Minister 
Igor Sergeyev said that federal 
troops should take practically 
full control of the suburb of 
Staraya Sunzh& by the end of 
the day. However, he said that 
battles were raging in the north
western and southwestern out
skirts of the city. 

"The federal forces' next tasks 
will be solved observing the 
main criterion: minimizing 
losses among personnel. There 
will be no frontal confronta
tions," he said. 

Russi,m military officials 
have declared repeatedly they 
will not storm the Chechen capi
tal with massed infantry units 
because they want to avoid the 
huge losses the military incurred 
in the 1994-96 Chechen war. 
Instead, small Russian detach
ments advance until they run 
into rebel resistance and then 
pull back while artillery and 
tanks bombard the insurgents. 

However, the military appears 
determined to continue the five
day-old, massive offensive on 
Grozny. the last major city still 
held by the Chechen rebels and 
the biggest political trophy. 

Sergeyev expressed optimism 
that the battle for Grozny would 
be the last major confrontation 
in the war. 

"In my opinion, the Chechnya 
operation,, at least its active 
phase, is nearing completion," 
he said. 

However, even if Grozny 
falls, the war is likely to drag 
on, with the rebels waging a 
guerrilla campaign from the rug
ged mountains of the south. 

In spite of Sergeyev's upbeat 
outlook, the militants contin
ued to hold the center of Grozny 
in a tight grip. Some rebel bands 
patrolled several neighbor
hoods, while others tool<. shelter 
in fortified positions. None 
showed signs of wanting to pull 
out of the capital anytime soon. 

Mumadi Saidayev, a Chechen 
commander, said Wednesday 
that rebels could break out any 
time, but "nobody is consider
ing this task, nor has it been 
discussed," the Interfax news 
agency reported. 

The rebels' strategy has 
hinged on drawing the Russian 

Refugees returning to Chechnya, 
wait at a check point at the 
ChechenborderWednesday. AP 

forces into a pitched battle in 
Grozny, where the rebels' skill 
as street fighters is likely to 
outweigh the Russian advantage 
in tanks and artillery. 

However, the militants have 
been concerned about ammuni
tion shortages and are finding it 
tough to slip supplies through 
the Russian blockade around the 
city. 

Gen. Valery Manilov, first 
deputy chief of the Russian Gen
eral Staff, said that the federal 
forces were concentrating on 
isolating the rebels from one 
another, fighting slowly from 
neighborhood to neighborhood. 

"It is hard, bloody work," 
Manilov told NTV television. 

Some 400 pro-Moscow 
Chechens, Jed by formerGrozny 
mayorBislan Gantamirov, were 
fighting in northwestern Grozny 
on Wednesday, Interfax re
ported, citing Russia's military 
heaclquarters in the North 
Caucasus. 

Federal troops, backed by 
heavy air and artillery strikes, 
destroyed 18 rebel bases and 
camps, a radio center and two 
air defense units in and around 
Grozny on Tuesday, the ITAR
Tass news agency reported. 

In all, Russian jets and heli
copter gunships flew 53 combat 
missions over the past 24 hours, 
targeting suspected rebel posi
tions in Grozny and in the south
ern mountains, the military said 
Wednesday. The military said 
that rebels were trying to recap-

ture control ofroads in the south. 
Russian forces and rebels 

clashed in the Kharachoi, 
Vedeno and Serzhen-Yurt dis
tricts of the south, along a key 
road leading to neighboring 
Georgia, the military said. 

In Moscow, the Federal Secu
rity Service announced Wednes-

day that what it called a terror
ist-training school had been dis
covered in the southwestern 
Chechen town of Urus-Martan, 
which is already under the con
trol of Russian forces. 

In the school, security agents 
found explosives similar to 
those used in apartment bomb-

ings that killed some 300 people 
in three Russian cities in the 
fall, IT AR-Tass reported. 

Those bombings, .as well as 
Chechen rebel raids into the 
neighboring Russian region of 
Dagestan, were the main pre
text for the Russian offensive in 
Chechnya. 
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VINYL SIGNS: For indoor/outdoor with col
ors, style and quality, on wood, glass, metal, 
plastic cloth and walls, designed in computer 
graphics, artistically drafted, composed with 
a lot of talent and knowledge, )s now avail
able at Younis Art Studio, Inc. 

VINYL BANNERS: On cloth and plastic 
materials, from 1-5 feet wide and length from 
3 feet to 50 or 75 feet and more, with any 
color, letters size and style and rich graph
ics. 

Also hand painted signs and banners, artis
tically designed and colored on any mate
rial surface of all sizes. 

DIGITAL PRINT: Signs for inside markets/ 
stores/shops in full colors with print of the 
goods/merchandise on plastic sheets/ 
boards or on transparencies on special pa
per or cloth for ceiling hang for display or 
above shelves, counters and merchandise 
stands, can easily be produced by the tal
ented and capable sign makers at YAS Sign 
System. 

Full color digital print for back light in shops 
window or special display in the outdoor, 
such as food items, drinks cosmetics, per
fumes, jewelry and many more. 

Vinyl signs are durable, colorful and guar
anteed to last for five to seven years in all 
weather conditions and stands heat tem
perature 40-180 degrees Fahrenheit. 

For all signs need, please visit or call 

at B Younis Art Studio, Inc., ~n Garapan. 
Telephone Nos. 234-6341 ¥ 234-7578 ¥ 

234 .. 9797 ¥ 234-9272 or Fax No. 234-9271. 
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Pop band, record firms settle 
LOS ANGELES, (Reuters)-A 
$175 million legal feud involving 
hot-selling teen group 'N Sync, 
its ex-manager and distribution 
company ended on Wednesday 
with a settlement giving the band 
control of its naine, the parties 
said. 

.. Thanks to the efforts of every
one involved in recent negotia
tions, multi-platinum group 'N 
Sync and the Zomba Group have 
settled out of court with 
Bertelsmann AG's BMG Enter
tainment, Louis Pearlman and 
Pearlman' s Trans Continental 
Group," the band and the compa
nies said in a statement. 

Terms of the settlement were 

not disclosed, but sources said 
BMG would continue to receive 
significant royalties from the 
band. A distribution agreement 
between BMG and Zomba 
records, which had been threat
ened, also was extended to at least 
June 2001, sources said. 

Had the distribution contract 
not been extended, it would have 
left Zomba free to take its hugely 
successful teen-and hip-hop
heavy Jive roster - also home to 
the Backstreet Boys and Britney 
Spears - elsewhere. 

Zomba accounts for about 5.5 
percent ofBMG's total U.S. mar
ket share, where it ranks No. 2 in 
album sales. Had BMG lost this, 

the Office of Public Auditor and Controversy 
Continued from page 3 

• • • protests filed. The firm released 
in October the resultofits best and 
final evaluation of bidders' pro
posalswhereEnroninternational 's 
proposal was ranked first, closely 
followed by Tomen Power, then 
REI Power Corp. 

As early as January, CDA al
ready raised concerns on the 
project's delay. 

Even Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio 
issued a statement on the issue, 
saying the CNMI cannot stand a 
year-long delay before construc
tion of the power plant begins. 

In February, CUC hired inde
pendent engineering firm Burns & 
McDonnell to reevaluate original 
13 proP?sals as recommended by 

The Board has 90 days since 
Oct. 16 to make a final decision 
on the power plant project. 

During the course of the 90-
day period, CUC expanded its 
contract with Burns & Mc Donnel 
to conduct an evaluation to de
termine CUC's financial ability 
to move on with the $120 million 

it would have fallen to third or • 
fourth place in the American mar
ket, industry sources said. 

The settlement. halts the con
tentious $175 million legal battle 
that began in October when the 
hot-selling boy band cut its ties to 
former manager Pearlman, his 
Trans Continental Group and its 
distributor BMG Entertainment 
in order to sign with independent 
record giant Zomba Group's Jive 
Records. 

Seeking to block the move, 
BMG and Trans Continental in 
October filed a $150 million suit 
against 'N Sync and Zomba, al
leging trademark infringement 
and breach of contract. 

power plant project and an evalu
ation of the current and future 
power supply needs on Saipan. 

The draft report for the finan
cial evaluation was received on 
Dec. 15 and is currently under 
review by board members. 

Amid controversies zeroing in 
on the project, the Senate passed 
a bill which calls for a "phased" 
construction of a new power plant 
without CUC having to release a 
new request for proposal. 

With year 2000 setting in, CUC 
is yet to determine the fate of the 
controversial project, among other 
undertakings. 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

' 

Pursuant to the provisions of 2 CMC 4142 et~ the PUBLIC PURPOSE LAND EXCHANGE AUTHO
RIZATION ACT OF 1987 Governor Pedro P. Tenorio and Lt. Governor Jesus R. Sablan, through the 
Division of Puhlic Lands (DPL), Department of Lands and Natural Resources. hereby gives notice that 
the Division intends to enter into an exchange agreement involving the parcels ofland described below. 
Concerned persons may request a hearing on any proposed exchange by ~onta~ting the Divi~ion of Pub
lic Lands by January 19, 2000. If so requested. hearing on the transact_10~ listed bel~w will be sched
uled on January 21, 2000, at 9:00 a.m. in the Conference Room of the D1V1s10n of Public Lands. 

Public Purpose 

Private Land 

SHORT EXCHANGE 

Saipan Tract/Lot No. 030 K 08, located in As Gonno, 
containing an area of3,472 square meters. 

* * * * * 

NUTISIAN PUPBLIKO 
Sigon gi probension siha gi papa i lai 2 CMC 4142 et seg.: pot i ~987 naActo ni mana guahaye authori
zation para tinilaikan tano, i magalahe as Pedro P. Tenono yan 1 segundo magalahe as Jesus R. Sablan, 
man'man na'nae noticia na 1 Division of Public Lands gi papa I Departamenton Lands and Natural 
Resources, para u halorn gi un kontratan tinilaikan tano ni ma indidica gi san pa?a na ?~d~ .. Toda 
petsona ni man _gai interest pot i ma propopone na tinil~n tano sina. ma~ mamaisen gi D1V1s10n of 
Public Lands nau mana guha inekengok pot este na propos1to antes pat osmo gi Henero 19, 2000. Yanggen 
guaha inekungok marekuesta. i inekungok siempr~ para rs~giente s~ na trans~io1; u ~~ ~ak.ondukl:3-
gi Henero 21, 2000, gi oran alas 9:00 gi eggan g1 halom 1 Kuatton 1 Konfirensian 1 Dms10n of Public 

Lands. 

PROPOSITIO.l';l' PUPBLIKO - SHORT EXCHANGE 

TANO PUBL1KO Sitio Numiro 030 K 08, giya as Gonna, ya ha 
Konsisiste 3,472 metro kuadrao na area. 

* * * * * 

ARONGORONGOLTOWLAP 
Reel ayleewal me bwangil 2 CMC 4142 et sec. PUBLIC PURPOSE LAND EXC~GE Al!:'HORIZA
TION ACT OF 1987. nge Division of Public Lands arongaar towl~p. igha e manguy eb_we llnw~lo faluw 
iye e toolong faluw.kka faa. Aramasye e tipali nge emmwel ebwe tmgor ebwe yoor heanng reel maamwo 
lliiwelil falaw fa. Ara.mas ye e tipali nge emmwel ye re tipali reel kkapsal faluw, nge rebwe aghuleey 
ngali Division of Public Lands. under the Department of Lands and Natural Resources wool m~ ngare 
rnmwal January 19 2000. Ngare eyoor tingor bwe ebwe yoor hearing, nge rebwe ayoora reel tali faluw 
kka faal, nge rebw~ tooto wool January 21, 2000, otol ye 9:00 a.m. mellol Division of Public Lands 

Conference Room. 

AMMWELEERTOWLAP 

FALAWEER TOWLAP 

SHORT EXCHANGE 

Saipan Tract/Lot Numurol 030 K 08, As Gonno, 
llapal bwuley yeel nge 3,472 square meters. 

Inos ... 
Continued from page 4 

"We were not able to release 
those checks until the closure of 
fiscal year and that is an unfortu
nate part because we know that 
people did work and provided the 
services. 

"But in the end, it all worked 
out, BOE worked with us on how 
we can accommodate the retir
ees," Inos said. 

Realistic projections 
PSS has come to accept the fact 

that it cannot achieve its goals all 
at once. 

"In January, we were planning 
to open up the school knowing 
what constraints we 're going to 
be in. In the opening of the present 
school year, we had the under
standing that we cannot have ev
erything that we want. 

"But we realize that we have 
the ab iii ty to make certain things 
happen," said Inos. 

Education leaders, according to 
. Inos, is striving to achieve the 

appropriate student-teacher ratio 
to be able to maximize the learn
ing potential of students. 

Inos said there are four major 
areas of improvement that PSS is 
looking into in the near future. 

One is the desire to reach higher 
student performance academi
cally, mentally, and socially. 

Also aiming to upgrade its tech
nology standards, PSS hopes to 
get more support from the U.S. 
Schools and Library. Division in 
the Education rate (e-rate) pro
gram. 

"In 1999, we got funded for 
connectivity only. Before the year 
ends, we should have put together 
a proposal to the schools and li
brary division of universal ser
vicesin telecommunications. This 
is our plan for implementing fully 
connected schools, and using e
rate as a means ofhelping to assist 
us in that mission," she said. 

TES ... 
Continued from page 8 

ine the future, celebrating achieve
ments and challenges to come. 

The celebration will take place 
in historic settings such as the 
Lincoln Memorial, the Washing-

Local ... 
Continued from page 8 

were sought immediately. 
• Stay calm, don't panic; and 

keep the victim as calm as pos
sible. 

•Don't rub the eye. If any eye 
tissue is tom, rubbing may push 
out the eye's contents and cause 
more damage. 

Trying to rub the eye is an auto
matic response to pain, but pres
sure will only do additional harm. 

Take the victim's hand from 
his or her face. 

•Don't attempt to rinse the eye. 

Secondly, to ensure safe and 
orderly school environment for 
students, PSS is intent on imple
menting necessary mechanisms 
that will maintain safety and or
der in schools. 

Inos said the PSS is looking at a 
crisis management systems pro
jected to enable leaders to have 
control oveI'the safety of students 
regardless of whatever crisis oc
curs within the campuses. 

"We can never be complacent 
that nothing will ever happen. in 
our small community. We know 
that things do happen, and we 
want to make sure that students 
continue to be safe in a setting 
where we make it safe for them," 
she said. 

Third, PSS plans on strength-
ening the quality of its staff. . 

This means being more mind
ful of certification requirements, 
according to Inos. · 

"This means recruiting teacns 
erswith the right background nec
essary to teach. Also, providing 
·necessary a support system to all 
of our personnel so that they con
tinue to grow and learn and be the 
kind of human resource that would 
make this system really support
ive of children and their learn
ing," Inos added. 

And lastly, PSS aims to en
hance the effectiveness and effi
ciency of operations. 

"We're looking at BOE poli
cies that are lined with our ac
tions, which means looking into 
our regulations, guidelines, into 
procedures that we have to make 
us be more efficient in our routine 
operations of providing services 
to children and their learning. 

"There are series of steps that 
we're proposing that need to be 
done for us to achieve a certain 
level of expectations on efficiency 
and effectiveness. 

"And under that is the expecta
tion of continuing to collaborate 
so that we can maximize our com
munity services and resources," 
Inos said. 

ton Monument, the White House, 
the U.S. Capitol, and the 
Smithsonian Institution. 

From December 31 to January 
2, President and Mrs. Clinton and 
congressional leaders will host 
America's Millennium, a celebra
tion for the nation in Washington, 
D.C., that will reflect on this year's 
theme: Honor the past - imagine 
the future. 

l11is can do more damaged than 
rubbing. 

• Shield the eye from pressure. 
Tape or secure the bottom of a 
foam cup, Milk carton, or similar 
shield against the bones surround
ing the eye. 

• Avoid giving aspirin or 
ibuprofen in attempts to reduce 
pain. These thin the blood and 
may increase bleeding. 

Unfortunately, non-prescrip
tion pain killers will be of lilt 
help. 

It's better to bypass the medi
cine cabinet and get to the emer
gency room. 

• Do not apply ointment or any 
other medication. It is probably 
not sterile. 

Read 
child 

with your 
everyday. 
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Qualcomm climbs by $30B 
LOS ANGELES, (Reuters) -
Another day, another $30 billion 
for Qualcomm Inc .. 
· The developer of mobile tele

phone technology saw its value 
rise by more than 30 percent, or 
$30 billion, Wednesday after a 
bullish analyst report said the 
meteoric stock could hit $1,000 a 
share next year. 

The San Diego-based 
company's stock soared $156 to 
$659 a share after the comments 
by brokerage firm PaineWebber 
re-stoked the raging investment 
fire that has made Qualcomm one 
of the Nasdaq's best-performing 
stocks of 1999. 

The surge continued in the af
ter-hours market, with Qualcomm 
trading around $690. 

The rise followed weeks of 
double-digit daily gains that have 
added tens of billions of dollars to 
Qualcomm 's market 
capitalisation, which now stands 
at nearly $128 billion, more than 
new economy darling Yahoo! 
Inc.'s $119 billion. 

PaineWebber analyst Walter 
Piecyk slapped a "buy" rating and 
a $1,000 price target on the stock. 

The stock has risen some 2,600 
percent since the start of the year, 
when it traded at around $25. 

Wednesday's comments were 
the latestinarun of rosy news that 

started with its earnings report in 
early November and that has 
pumped fuel into Qualcomm's 
afterburners. 

The gains have made 
Qualcomm one of the best-per
forming stocks this year on the 
Nasdaq and in the Standard & 
Poor's 500 index. 

The only other companies that 
have performed better in 1999 
appeared to be Sensar Corp. , up 
more than 40-fold, Puma Tech
nology Inc. , up 2,700 percent, 
and Digital Lightwave Inc. , up 
2,600 percent. 

Back in November, when its 
stock was trading at around $250 
a share, Qualcomm setafour-for
one stock split to try to make the 
stock more attractive to small in
vestors. The split was approved 
on Dec. 20 and is to take effect on 
Friday. 

Analysts say they like 
Qualcomm because the San Di
ego, Calif.-based company holds 
key patents on.new mobile tele
phone technology called CDMA, 
or code division multiple access, 
which is the foundation of the 
latest wireless networks. 

The company has also moved. 
to shed its less profitable busi
nesses, most recently striking a 
deal to sell its money-losing hand
set division to Japan's Kyocera 
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Corp. 
It is focusing instead on col

lecting a swelling stream of roy
alties and licensing fees for its 
technology and in making and 
selling CDMA chipsets to mobile 
phone makers. 

It also has spelled out its plans 
for delivering data and Internet 
content over wireless connections, 

. an area many analysts and indus
try observers say will be the next 
big boom in technology. 

In his report, Piecyk said 
Qualcomm sells over 90 percent 
of the sophisticated chips used in 
CDMA phones, and forecast that 
by 2010, 85 percent of mobile 
phones sold worldwide will use 
CDMA, up from 18 percent to
day. This would create a 45 per
cent compound annual growth rate 

for CDMA and upto a$20billion 
royalty stream for Qualcomm, he 
said. 

Other analysts, however, have 
more modest price targets for the 
stock. Last week, Lehman Broth
ers raised its target to $520 from_ 
$450 and JP Morgan raised its 
target to $570 from $460. 

"With Qualcomm, you don't 
have to pick the right manufac
turer. If Motorola wins, if Lucent 
wins or Nortel or Nokia or 
Ericsson, they don't care. Either 
way, Quatcomm gets a piece of 
the action. It's a safe.bet on wire-

. less," said Salomon Smith 
Barney's Alex Cena, who has a 
six-to 12-month price target of 
$600 to $650. 

MarkCavallone, an analyst with 
the S&P Equity Group, said while 

he was still upbeat on the com
pany, he had lowered his rating 
on the stock last week to "accu
mulate" from "buy." 

"I thought the valuation was 
getting high and that the upside 
was limited. Obviously I'm being 
proved partially wrong today," 
Cavallone said. 

While Qualcomm's gravity
defying performance this year 
would be tough to replicate, ana
lysts said they still see strong po
tential for the company as de
mand for wireless phones ex
plodes and wireless data services 
mature. 

"For Qualcomm to be up 18-
fold next year is unreasonable to 
expect, but could you get a 40 
percent move in the stock next 
year? Sure," Cena said. 

The Burger King restaurant chain issued a voluntary recall Monday of the plastic balls, similar to. the one 
shown here that hold Pokemon toys being sold as part of a children's meal at their restaurants nat1onw1de. 
AP 
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Death · s-·Funeral. Announcement 
' . . ' 

FRANCISCO PANGELINAN 
VILLANUEVA 

Born: September 13, 1945 • Died: December 27, 1999 
He now joins his 
Father: Antonio A. Villanueva 
Father-In-Law: Manuel B. Blanco 
Brother-in-Law: Carlos C. Blanco 
Sister-in-Law: Margarita Villanueva 

His memory will live in the hearts of his 
Wife: Basilisa Blanco Villanueva 
Children (Spouses): Wilma, Frankie (Lori), Soreen (Inoske) and Nathan 
Grandchildren: Shayne, Niobe, Blanco, Skalan, Matthew, Ryan and Alexa 
Mother: Antonia P. Sablan 
Step-Father: Eulogio Sablan 
Mother-in-law: Asuncion C. Blanco 
Brothers & Sisters (Spouses): Joaquin Villanueva (Margarita), Antonio Villanueva 
(Agnes), Delgadina Santos (Nick), Patricia Sablan, Alex Sablan (Mila) Eulogio Sablan 
Diane Salas (Bill), Ana Yutig (Romeo) Alicia Diaz (Peter) George Sablan (Akina) ' 
Sister in laws and spouse: Jovita and Antonio Tomokane, Orfa and Larry Deck, 
and Ema and Larry Johnson 

Nightly r~sary_is being held at San Antonio Church at 8:00 p.m. On January 5, 2000, 
the remains will leave CHC at 7:30 am and will be taken to San Antonio Church. 
Mass will begin at 11:00 am and burial will follow immediately a~er at the 
Chalan Kanoa Cemetery. 
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Mathematical magic 
MAGIC tricks based on mathemati
cal principles is an exciting field of 
entertainment. Martin Gardner's 
book, 'Mathematics Magic and 
Mystery' and William Simon's, 
· Mathematical Magic' are two clas
sic introductions to the field. both 
published by Dover. The books are 
easy to follow, and you don't have 
to be an expert magician or math-
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ematician to learn a few tricks to 
entertain your friends for the holi
days. 

One category of tricks are based 
on standard dice. If you look at a 
standard die you will notice that the 
pips on opposite faces always sum 
to 7. Thus 2 is opposite to 5, 3 to 4, 
I to 6. Now, being the magician of 
the party, you give a member of the 

audience 3 standard dice and ask 
her to roll them. Your back is 
turned when you do this, so you do 
not see the dice. But you ask your 
victim to add the numbers on the 
top faces. She adds them, but keeps 
the number to herself. 

(For example, I just rolled three 
dice,gettingtwo4'sanda5. Sothe 
sum is I 3. I note this sum, but I 
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don't tell you, the magician.) 
Next, you tell your victim to pick 

up one of the three die and add the · 
number on its bottom to the total. 

(In the present example, I picked 
up one the die which was.showing 
4, with has a 3 on the bottom, so I 
add this 3 to the total, giving me 16. 
I still keep this number to myself, 
and do not tell you, the magician.) 

Next you tell your victim to roll 
the die that she picked up again, 
and add the number showing to the 
previous total. (For example, I 
rolled the die with the four and got 
a two. Thus my new total is I 8, I 
still do not tell you this total.) 

You tell the victim to leave the 
dice as they are, and finally you 
tum around. At this point, you 
glance at the numbers showing on 
the dice, and immediately tell your 
victim what her total is. How do · 
you do this? 

Well you simply add up the num
bers showing and add 7 to the re
sult. (In the present example, there 
is a 4, 5, and 2 showing, adding to 
11, and 11 +7= 18. 

This works every time and is 
really based on simple mathemat
ics. When you roll three dice you· 
will get three numbers. Call them 
A, B, and C. So A+ B + C is the 
initial total any time you roll three 
dice. Now if you take any of the 
dice, say the one with A showing, 
and add the number on the bottom 
of that dice, which is 7 -A, you will 
have A + B + C + 7 - A, which 
leavesyouwithB+C+7. Nowif 
A is thrown again, giving say a new 
number, D, the new total will be D 
+ B + C + 7. Since, when you tum 
around, you see the D, B, and C, 
you need only add 7 to get the final 
result. 

Another Dover book, 'Amuse
ments in Mathematics', by H. D. · 
Dudeney, gives another trick based 
on throwing three dice. Again you 
ask your victim to throw the dice 
without you seeing tl,e result. 

(For example, I just threw three . 
dice and got a 6, 2, 2. ) 

Now you ask your victim to pick 
oneofthedice,andcall this the first 
one. You ask her to multiply the 
points on the die by 2 and to add 5 
to the result. (For example, Ichose 
the6,and6x2+5= 17.) 

You then ask her to multiply the 
result ( 17) by 5 and add those points 
to the second die. So if my second 
die is the 2, I will now have 5 x 17 
+ 2 = 87. 

Finally, you tell her to multiply 
that result (87) by I 0, and add the 
total to the third die. In this case 
the result would be 87 x 10 + 2 = 
872. You then ask her to tell you 
the resu It. Then once you hearthe 
number 872, you can immedi
ately tell her that heroriginal throw 
was 6, 2, 2. 

How can you do this? Well you 
simply subtract250from872 (872 
-250= 622). Again, this trick will 
work every time. If the original 
throw was A, B, C, we may ex
press the process as I 0(5(2A + 5) 
+ B) + C, or !OOA + IOB + C + 
250. So for any throw, you need 
only subtract 250 from the result 
of the process to get the original 
A, B,C. 

As a final example of math-

ematical magic I will give you a· 
morsel from the category of calen
dar magic. 

Take any month of any year, and 
ask yourvictim to block out a square 
of 9 dates. For example, for De
cember 1999, I have blocked out 
the dates 12, 13, 14(firstrow), f9, 
20,21 (secondrow),and26,27,28 
(third row). Now you ask your 
victim to give you the sum of any 
two dates diagonally opposite each 
other. In this example, I would 
give you 14+26=40,or 12+ 28 = 
40. 

(The diagonally opposite num
bers always sum to the same num
ber.) 

Now to determine the center · 
number of this block, you simply 
divide by 2, giving 20. This is the 
date in the fifth position. To find 
the dates in the 4th and 6th posi
tion, to complete the row, you sim
ply subtract and add I, respectively. 
To find the other dates, you simply 
add or subtract 7 from the numbers 
in the central row. 

A variation of this trick is to be 
able to give the sum of the block of 
nine numbers immediately upon 
being given the lowest number in 
the series. In the present example, 
you will be given the number 12. 
Now simply add 8 to that number 
and multiply the result by 9. (12 + 
8) x 9 = 180. And this is the sum of 
the entire block of nine riumbers. 

The world of math and magic is 
a vast mindscape of entertainment. 
It's logical, low cost, full of sur
prises and high returns. 

Puzzles·· 
I. Suppose you were planning to 

build a house. You were given the 
following costs: $1,100 for the 
roofer and the painter; $1,700 for 
the painter and the plumber; $1,100 
for the plumber and the electrician; 
$3,300 for the electrician and the 
carpenter; $5 ,300 for the carpenter 
and the mason; $3,200 for the ma
son an(i the painter. So what does 
each person charge for their ser
vices? 

2. The local Social agency was 
abletodispensesomecashtoneedy 
persons each week. If there were 
five needy persons less, then the 
remainder would get two dollars 
more each. However, at the next 
meeting there were four more needy 
persons than originally. As a result 
each person got one dollar less. If 
the same amount is distributed each 
week, how much is the amount, 
and how many needy persons were 
there? 

3. A target had six concentric 
rings. Starting from the center 
bull's eye, the points for each 

ring was 40, 39, 24, 23, 17, 16. 
How many rumws would be 

needed to score exactly I 00 on 
the target? 

Answers To Last Week's 
Puzzles 

I. Mary and Mark had 300 
chickens with feed enough to last 
60 days. 

2. The number of children on 
the carousel, including Iris, was 
thirteen. 

3. Jason worked 16 + 2/3 days, 
and loafed for 13 + 1/3 days. 
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WANTED 
A leading wholesale company specializing in the exclusive di.Hrib111ion ofpremiwn 

brand American prvductJ iJ lnoking for a 

SENIOR SALES EXECUTIVE 
Career management position with excellent salary and benefiLs 
Previous sales or relalcd experience preferred 
Previous experience in wholesale or similar induslry an advantage 
Computer literate with experience in spreadsheets and word processing 
Professional image and attitude necessary. Able to negotiate at all levels 
Local Hire only. Motivated, reliable, self-starters need only apply! 
The successful candidate will be required to provide a police clearance 

Please apply in person at Chalan Kiya Industrial Center #4 
or Phone 235-2706, Fax 235-2711 

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT 

- Musi have experience in the food 
seivice industry. 

- Compuler and register literate. 
- Excellenl customers relalions 
- Experience in marketing, safes and 

promotions 
- Experience in invenlory management 

and conlrol 

Please apply in per.;on and bring resume al 

JWS Air Conditioning & Refrigeration 
Office in Chalan Laulau, Middle Road. 

(MCS Bldg., in front of Paci!~ Daily News Office). 

LA LUZ SAIPAN CONDOMINIUM 
Now Offering Affordable Rates! 

• Fully furnished spacious studio-t1J)e and 
2-bedroom units 

• Security guaid and housel:eeping seivices 
• 24-hours back-up generator, coin-operaled 

laundry facilities 
• lndividua waler heater, swimming pool aid 

barbecue area 
• Accepts long term rental wlfull maintenance 
• Short lerm rental available@$30.00/day including tax 
Location: Lower Navy HIii, Salpan 

Tel. Nos. 322·2406/323-2406 

SHELL SAN ROQUE AND SHELL GUALO RAI are seeking qualified 
~ customer service representatives for Full & Part time positions. Must be 
~ wiling to work weekends and evenings. Must have transportalion. 

Customer service skills,outgo1ng personaltty and proper grooming helpful. 

EMPLOYMENT REFERENCES & POLICE CLEARANCE REQUIRED 
APPLY IN PERSON AT SHELL GUALO RAI ONLY. 

NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE 
LOCAL HIRE ONLY 

RETAIL STORE 
Located at Dan<lan, worth $6,000 
MITSUBISHI Mirage 1995 

CALL: 2BB-2690 • 235-2456 

MOVING BALE 
1996 Nissan Sentra, 2-<Joor, 5-speed 

manual, 24k miles, $5500.00. 
Full size bed, entertainment center, 

macintosh computer, printer and zip drive, 
HP5100, flat bed scanner 

Call: 235-7826 

.·.ff OUSE···FOR·RENT' 
Santos Acres 

256-8439 (Ask for Maria) 

APARTMENT FORRENT 
1-BEDROOM-$300.00 . 
FULLY FURNISHED . 

. . KOBLERVILLE . . . 
· 288-9439 (evening) · 

FOR BID VEIDCLE 
TO BE SOLD AS JS 

1991 J'oyota Corona Station Wagon 
1989 Toyota Tercel 

Minimum Bid Required ($500 each). Cars arc available for inspection. Please make 
arrangement through Karidat by calling 234-698115248. 

Karidat reserves the rights to refuse any and aft bids. Closing date will be on January 
19, 2000. Please pick up bid fonns at the Karidat Office located next to the Korean 

Association Office in Chalan Kanoa. 

BUILDING FOR LEASE 
Apartment - 15 Units 
Store - 3 Units · 
Down payment - $30,000.00 
Monthly - $2,750.00 

location:Koblerville Call:288-9130 (Evening) 287-9430 

FOR SALE 
Pure Breed Maltese Puppies 

S650.001each 
(Guam Price S1, 100.00) 

Please conlact Roland at 234-Bn9 or 234-7666. 

APARTMENT FOR RENT 
Quiet Two (2) Bedrooms • Swimming Pool Tennis Court 

1~ij~ir,1imwi~rJ 
235-5686 (8:30 AM lo 5:30 PM, Wc;;kda s) lJS-9620, ZJ.1-5849 f6:00 PM to 9:00 l'M, 1:,mitar Including Sal. & Sun.) 
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FOR SALE 

FORKLIFf 
*Great Working Condition 

*$2,900.00 
Contact ltes at 233-7625 

( office hours only) 

FIVE (5) BEDROOMS, 
TWO BATHROOMS WITH 

GARAGE AND 
FOUR (4) BEDROOMS, 

TWO BATHROOMS WITH 
GARAGE, LARGE YARD CLOSE 

TO THE OCEAN AT LOWER ASTEO 
ARE AVAILABLE FOR RENT. 

PLEASE LEAVE YOUR NAME AND 
TELEPHONE NUMBER AT 
TELEPHONE NO. 235-1839 

VIDEO STORE f OR SALE 
Good Income, More than 

1,500 video tapes. 
Sources for new release, 
Filipino tapes, posters, 
etc. available. Space 
also available for rent. 

Call 235-7298. 

IN THE SU?ERIOR COURT Of'THE 
COMMONWEALTH OF TIIE NORTHERN 

MARIANA ISLANDS 

In re the Estate of 
MARIA PIERE MALUS, 
Deceased. 
Civil Action No. 99-769 D 

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT 
OF ADMINISTRATOR ANO NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS 

Notice is hereb¥ given !hat Joaquin Aofag 
Sablan, has l,led w1lh the Clerk of !he Court, a 
Petition for Letters of Administration for !he Es
late of Maria Piere Malus, deceased. The hear
ing on lhe Petition is sel lor ! :30 p.m. on January 
25, 2000 al lhe Superior Court, Guma Husticia, 
Susupe, Saipan, Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana islands. 

For further parliculars, please refer to the Peli· 
lion on file herein or contact counsel for the Peli· 
!ioner, Jose Atlao Bermudes, P.O. Box 5814, 
Saipan, MP 96950, telephone (670) 322-6285. 

Creditors of !he decedent or of her estate are 
hereby notified that !hey must file lheir claims with 
the Clerk of Court for the Superior Court within 
sixty (60) days of the first publication of !his No
lice, or the claim will be forever barred. 

Dated this 29th day of December, 1999. 

JOVITA C. FLORES 
Clerk of Court 

By:ls/Deputy Clerk of Court 

LOST _PASSPORT 
Name: AICHENG WANG 

Nationality: Chinese 

Passport: I 46509315 

Ir found, please call 288-2698 

HOUSE FOR RENT 
(I) BEDROOM w/llol & Cold Waler 

2 BEDROOM 
•'ully Furnished 

24 hours waler • San Jose Village 
Tel. 234-9088 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OFTIIE 
COM.\>IONIVEAL:rll Of TIIE NORTHERN 

MARIANA ISLANDS 

In re the Estate of 
MARIA ROFAG SABLAN, 
Deceased. 
Civil Action No. 99-7680 

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT 
OF ADMINISTRATOR ANO NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS 

Notice is hereby given that Joaquin Rofag 
Sablan, has filed with the Clerk ol the Court. a 
Petition for Lellers of Administration for the Es
tate of Maria Rofag Sablan, deceased. The hear
ing on the Petition is set far I :30 p.m. on January 
25, 2000 at the Superior Court, Guma Husticia, 
Susupe, Saipan, Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands. 

For further particulars, please refer to the Peti
tion on file herein or contact counsel for the Peli
tioner, Jose Altao Bermudes, P.O. Box 5814, 
Saipan, MP 96950, telephone (670) 322-6286. 

Creditors of the decedent or ol her estate are 
hereby notified that they must file their claims with 
the Clerk ol Court for the Superior Court within 
sixty (60) days of the first publication of this No
tice, or the claim w,it be forever barred. 

Dated this 29th day of December, 1999. 

JOVITA C. FLORES 
Clerk ol Court 

By:ls/Deputy Clerk of Court 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH OFTIIE NORTHERN 

MARIANA ISLANDS 

In the Malter of Adoption and Change of name 
for: 
JEZEN FRANKi AMALYONG JUNIOR tLO 
AABAULIMAN, 
a Minor Child, 

~~ANCJSCO ROGOPES ROMOLOR and 
!SABEL ILO ROMOLOR, 
Petitioners. 
FCD-AD Civil Aclion No. 99-506 

NOTICE OF HEARING ON A PETITION FOR 
ADOPTION ANO CHANGE OF NAME 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE thal a Pelition for Adop
tion and Change of name for the above-named 
minor child by FRANCISCO ROGOPES 
AOMOLOR and !SABEL ILO ROMOLOR, as Pe
!itioners, has been filed with !he above entitled 
Honorable Court and is open for review al !he 
Office ol lhe Clerk of the said Honorable Court in 
Susupe, Saipan, Commonweallh ol the Northern 
Mariana Islands. 
A HEARING of said Petition for Adoption will be 

held in Courtroom B al the above-entitled Court 
on January 6, 2000 al 9:00 a.m. or as soon as 
lherealler. 

Dated this 20th day of December. 1999. 

JOVITA C. FLORES, 
Clerk of Court 

ls/Deputy Clerk of Court 

l!lni!cb si!<ltc~ Di~tricr CSour! 
DISTRICT OF 

TED MCAVOY. 
Plmntiff. 
vs. 

HO:-iGKONG E1'.TERTAl:-l.\1ENT (OVER
SEAS) /:,.;VESTMENT, INC. LD., doing busi
ness as TINIAK DYNASTY HOTEL & CA
SINO: MICHAEL KW1'.. Chairman: K.F. 
LIEW. General Manager. OM LUI. Hotel Man
ager. S. Y. CHEUNG: Assis1ant Financial Con
troller, and: ANTHO,';Y KWAN: in their indi-
1·1Jual capacities and official capacities as Man
agers and Directors of the Tinian Dynasty Ho-
1el & Casino. 
Defendants. 

To: K.F. LIEW. TOM UC. and ANTHO!IY 
KWA~ 

YO\.J ARE HEREBY S\.JMMONED and re
quired to file with the Clerk of this Coun and 
serve upon 

PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY (name and ad
dress) 

THE LAW OFFICE OF JOHN \1. CHA\1-
BERS 

clo JOHN M. CHAMBERS 
'-1SV Building IL Garapan 
Post Office Box 502566 
Sa1pan. \1P 969i0 
Tel. (610) 233-690! 
Fax (610) 233-6903 

an answer 10 the complaint which is herewith 
se.-.·ed upon you. wi1hn twenty (20) days after 
service of this summons upon 1ou. exclusil'elv 
of the day of service. If you fail 10 do so. judg
ment ~)' default will be taken against you for 
the relief demanded in the complaint. 

GALO L. PEREZ 
Clerk 

December 15. 1999 
Date 

By.Js/Depu1y Clerk 

APARTMENT FOR SALE 
6 UNIT AND 2 HOUSE {1,811 sq. m. Land) 

CHALAN KANOA 
235-8989 

APARTMENT/HOUSE FOR RENT 
I I 

2-3 & 4 BEDROOM HOUSE 
1 & 2 BEDROOM APARTMENT 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL: TEL # 322-3366/5558 FAX: 322-3888 

House lots for lease O 1,500 sq. m. lots 0 

Mt. Tapuchao • View Managaha Islands • 

Road Access • Electricity • Water 

• Payment Accepted • 54.95 year lease 
Please call Lisa at Tel. 234-5684 

AUTOMATIC 
SELLE~ 
IVI ,A, c:::; H I N E 
Busy schedule? You slill hove plenty of time to 

place a classified ad. Just fax your od copy to 
234-9271. It's a quick and easy way to sell your 
unwanted items for quick cash. · 

It you don't hovP. access to a FAX machine. Call 234-9797 /634 l /7578 
and o representative will help you place your ad over the phone. 

c!:_Marianas 9/arietr ~ 
FAX your ad to 234-9271 G'&) 

>. 



i 

Employment Wanted 

·'-•iii . Job Vacancy 
Announcement 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
All Interested resldenl workers are . 

urged to register at Iha 
Dept. of Labor & Immigration, 

Division of Employment Services for 
the Job/s being advertised In which 

you are qualified and available. 
For further assistance, 

please call Alfred A. Pangelinan at 
Tai. 664-2078. 

01 MAINTENANCE ELECTRICIAN
Salary:$1,200.00-1,400.00 per month 
Contact: J.C.A. INC. dba McDonald's of 
Saipan Tel. 235-9761 (12/31)T82161 

01 REF. & AJRCON TECHNICIAN
Salary: $700.00 per month 
Contact: JAMES P. REYES JR. dba 
Erik's Refrigeration andAircon Shop Tel. 
235-7093(12/31 )F33894 

06 TRAVEL COUNSELOR-
Salary:SS00.00-2,200.00 per month 
Contact: PACIFIC MICRONESIA 
TOURS, INC. Tel. 234-3913(1/7)F82352 

01 ELECTRIC MOTOR REWINDER
Salary:$3.05-3.50 per hour 
03 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR
Salary:$3.05-3 .85 per hour 
01 BLOCK MAKER-Salary:S3.05-3.40 
per hour 
01 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:$3.05-3.40 
per hour 
01 WAREHOUSE WORKER-
Salary:$3.05-3.30 per hour 
01 STEELWORKER-Salary:S3.05-3.95 
per hour 
02 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05-3.40 per 
hour 
01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:S3.05-4.00 
per hour 
01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Salary:$3.05-3.65 per hour 
Contact: CONSTRUCTION & 
MATERIAL SUPPLY, INC. dba CMS, 
Inc. Tel. 234-6136(1/7JF82334 

01 DRESSMAKER-Salary:$3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: NIEVLA C. CABRERA dba 
Nievla's Dress Shop Tel. 235-6443(1/ 
7)F33974 

01 (POKER) ARCADE ATIENDANT
Salary:S3.05 per hour 
Contact: NIDAS CORP. Tel. 233-
6600(1/7)F33975 

01 MAINTENANCE BUILDING 
REPAIR-Salary:$3.05-3.40 per hour 
Contact: PACIFIC EAGLE 
ENTERPRISES, INC. Tel. 234-7914(1/ 
7)F33968 

01 CASHIER-Salary:S3.05 ;)er hour 
Contact: EAST TELECOM 
CORPORATION Tel. 235-4418(1/ 
7)F33972 

01 AIRCON TECHNICIAN-Salary:S4.50 
per hour 
Contact:GLOBAL TRADERS, INC. Tel. 
234-7415(1/7)F33963 

01 PRODUCTION 
SUPERINTENDENT-Salary:S3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: AMERICAN LANGENTE 
CORP. dba Tom's Tofu Manufacturing 
Tel. 233--3020(1/7)F33964 

02 BEAUTICIAN-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
Contact: ARTHUR S. ANULAO dba 
Arthur's Enterprises Tel. 234-0692(1/ 
7)F33965 

01 SALES MANAGER-Salary:$3.50 per 
hour 
Contact: LUCKY CORPORATION dba 
Lucky Siar & Shoe Mart Tel. 235-1998(1/ 
14)F34027 

Classified Ads FIRST 

02 WAITRESS-Salary: $3.05 per hour 
Contact: CITY CORPORATION dba 
CNMI Jook Restaurant Tel. 287-2878 

01 COOK HELPER-Salary:$3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: BOBBIE'S AMUSEMENT CO., 
INC. Tel. 235-2624 

02 WASHING MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary: $3.05 per hour · 
01 WELDER-Salary: $3.05 per hour 
Contact: HIP SHING (SAIPAN) Tel. 
322-8989 -

01 (AUTO) DIESEL MECHANIC-Salary: 
$3.30-4.00 per hour 
01 COIL-REWIND-MACHINE 
OPERATOR-Salary: $3.40-4.00 per 
hour 
Contact: KANG CORPORATION Tel. 
288-9366(12/31)F33881 

02 AUTO MECHANIC-Salary: $650.00-
850.00 per month 
01 AUTO BODY REPAIRER-Salary: 
$650.00-850.00 per month 
Contact: KIM ENTERPRISES, INC. dba 
Auto Repair Shop & Motor Vehicle 
Safety Inspection Tel. 322-0469(12/ 
31)F33882 

01 HOUSEKEEPING CLEANER
Salary: $3.05 per -hour 
Contact: CHERYL BAKA dba Capitol HIii 
Housekeeping Tel. 322-6510(12/ 
31)F33886 

02 GROUNDSKEEPER-Salary: $3.05 
per hour 
Contact: CHERYL BAKA dba Capitol Hill. 
Lawn Care Tel. 322-6510(12/31)F33887 

01 MANAGER, TRAVEL & TOUR 
AGENT-Salary: $1,50Q-6,000 per month 
Japanese Language in reading/writing/ 
speaking is preferred. Knowledge in 
data base computer is required. 
01 TRAVEL COUNSELOR-Salary: 
$800-1,500.00 per month 
Contact: R & C TOURS SAIPAN, INC. 
Tel. 235-7621(12/31)F33890 

01 MANAGER (PRODUCTION)-Salary: 
$2,000.00 per month 
Contact:JOOANGAPPAREL, INC. Tel. 
235-2731 (12/31)F33896 

02 EXECUTIVE CHEF-Salary: $4.00 
per hour 
Contact: MARIANA CORP. INC. dba 
Beach Garden Rest. Tel. 233-3355(12/ 
31)F33901 

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary: $3.05-$10.00 
per month 
Contact: PANG JIN SANG SA CORP. 
Tel. 234-7951(12/31)F82234 

01 EMBROIDERY MACHINE 
OPERATOR-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: YOO SUNG EMBROIDERY, 
INC. Tel. 235-1902(1/7)F33978 

01 SALES MANAGER-
Salary:$1 ,000.00-1,500.00 per month 
Contact: AGATHA SAIPAN, LTD. Tel. 
322-565(1/7)F82340 

01 MAINTENANCE, REPAIRER 
BLDG.-Salary:$3.25 per hour 
Contact: LUIS P. & MARIA S. 
CRISOSTOMO dba APC Company 
Limited Tel. 235-5847(1/7)F33973 

01 BARTENDER-Salary:$3.05-3.25 per 
hour 
01 WAITER-Salary:$3.05-3.25 per hour 
Contact: NIIZEKI INTERNATIONAL 
SAIPAN C., LTD. dba GIG Discotheque 
Tel. 234-5050(1 /7)F82339 

01 SALES REPRESENTATIVE-
Salary:$3.80 per hour 
Contact: DIAMOND KO PACIFIC, CO. 
LTD. dba Diamond Ko (Spn), Ltd. (1/ 
14)F34020 

01 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.15 per hour 
Contact: H.S LEE CONST. CO., INC. 
dba H.S. Lee Apartment RentalTel. 234-
6856(1/14)F34021 

01 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.50 per hour 
01 PLUMBER-Salary:S3.50 per hour 
Contact: LUCY T. SABLAN dba Lucy's 
Commercial Bldgs./Rental & Sablan 
Termite Services Tel. 234-5611 (1/ 
14)F34004 

01 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
01 HOUSEKEEPING CLEANER
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
01 STORE MANAGER-Salary:$800.00-
1,840.00 per month 
01 LAUNDRY WORKER-Salary:$3.05 
per hour 
01 JANITOR-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: CHANGSHIN RESORT 
SAIPAN CORPORATION dba Riviera 
Hotel Tel. 235-4991(1/14)F34023 

01 WAITER-Salary:$3.05-3.45 per hour 
01 KITCHEN HELPER-Salary:$3.05-
4.1 O per hour 
05 HOUSEKEEPING CLEANER
Salary:$3.05-4.20 per hour 
02 LAUNDRY WORKER-Salary:$3.05-
3.25 per hour 
02 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05-3.55 per 
hour 
01 COOK-Salary:$3.25-3.45 per hour 
01 BAKER-Salary:$3.05-4.00 per hour 
Contact: PACIFIC MICRONESIA 
CORPORATION dba Dai-lchi Hotel 
Saipan Beach Tel. 234-6413(1 I 
14)F82444 

01 AUDIT MANAGER-Salary:$5,833.33 
per month 
Contact: DELOITIE & TOUCHE Tel. 
322-7337(1/14)F82428 

01 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.50 per hour 
Contact:. PRO CONSTRUCTION 
CORPORATION Tel. 235-4788(1/ 
14)F34000 

01 AUTO MECHANIC-Salary:$3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: JESUS R. NGESKEBEI dba 
M&JAuto Repair Shop Tel. 235-1827(1/ 
14)F34005 

01 AUTO MECHANIC-Salary:$3.05 per 
hour 
01 BUILDING MAINTENANCE 
REPAIRER-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: LUCITA M. SALVOSA dba 
Speed Auto Shop Tel. 235-4959(1/ 
14)F34007 

01 BEAUTICIAN-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: R.J.A. INCORPORATION dba 
Dina's Hair Design Tel. 233-3462(1/ 
14)F34009 

01 AUTO MECHANIC-Salary:$3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: HUANG SHI CORP., LTD. Tel. 
235-0238(1/14)F34016 

01 GROUNDSKEEPER-Salary:$3.05 
per hour 
01 GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: STAN K. BENAVENTE dba 
S.J. Lawn Services Tel. 288-0566(1/ 
14)F34011 

01 MASON-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
02 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER, 
BUILDJNG-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
01 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: RICHARD P. KAUTZ, JR. dba 
Kautz Glass Company Tel. 322-9282(1/ 
14)F34010 

02 (SCUBA DIVING) INSTRUCTOR, 
SPORTS-Salary:S800.00 per month 
Contact: BIG DOG CORPORATION 
dba Big Dog Dive Station Saipan Tel. 
322-2363(1 /14 )F33998 

01 (ASSISTANT) MANAGER-
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
01 (GENERAL) MANAGER-
Salary:$3.50 per hour 
Contact: KE YANG TRADING INC. Tel. 
288-2326(1/14) F34014 

01 (OFFICE) CLERK, GENERAL
Salary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: PACIFIC CARRIE 
ENTERPRISES (SAIPAN) INC. Tel. 
235-5528(1/14)F34015 

01 AUTOBODY REPAIRER-
Salary:$3.25 per hour 
01 AUTO MECHANIC-Salary:$3.25 per 
h o u r 
Contact: SKYWAY AUTO REPAIR 
SHOP Tel. 235-2280(1/14)F34008 

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$800.00 per 
month 
Contact: J. LEE ENTERPRISE INC. dba 
Gift Shop/Space Rental Tel. 234-
3181 (1/14)F34002 

05 TOURIST INFORMATION 
ASSISTANT CLERK-Salary:$3.05-6.70 
per hour 
Plus $300.00/mo. housing allowance. 
One year experience required. 
Work days and hours is flexible. 
Japanese writing; reading and speaking 
is required. 
Provides travel information and other· 
services to tourists at respective hotels: 
Greets tourists, in person or by 
telephone, and answers questions, and 
gives information on resorts, historical 
sites, scenic areas, and other tourists 
attractions. Assists tourists in planning 
itineraries and advises them of traffic 
regulations. Informs and sells to tourists 
optional lours and perform other related 
duties. · 
01 (MARINE) SPORTS INSTRUCTOR
Salary:$800.00-1,810.00 per month 

· Plus $300.00/mo. housing allowance._ 
One year experience required. 
Work days and hours is flexible. 
Japanese speaking, reading and writing 
required. 
Instructs individuals and or groups in 
theory of sports activity. Explains and 
demonstrates principle techniques and 
methods of regulating movement of 
body, hands and feet to achieve 
proficiency. Explains and enforces 
safety rules and regulations to 
individuals. May perform other related 
duties. 
01 ASSISTANT GENERALMANAGER
Salary:$800.00-2, 100.00 per month 
Plus $300.00/mo. housing allowance. 
Three years experience required. 
Work days and hours is flexible. 
Japanese reading, writing and speaking 
required. 
Assisting in directing and coordinating 
activities of industrial organization to 
oblain optimum efficiency and economy 
of operations and maximize profits: May 
assit in planning and developing 
organization policies and goals. and 
implements goals through subordinate 
administrative personnel. Assist in 
coordinating activities of dividions or 
departments, such as operating, 
manufacturing, engineering, planning, 
sales maintenance or research and 
development, to effect operational 
efficiency and economy. Confers with 
administrative personnel, may review 
activity, operating and sales reports to 
determine changes in programs or 
operations required. Promotes 
organization in industry such as 
promoting vacation packages, optional 
lours and bus transportation. Reports 
to top head. 
01 CONTROLLER-Salary:$800.00-
2,400.00 per month 
Three years experience required. 
Work days and hours is flexible. 
Japanese speaking, read:ng and writing 
required. 
College graduate. 
Directs financial activities of 
organization or subdivision of 
organization: Prepares, using computer 
or calculator, or directs preparation of, 
reports which summerize and lorecasls 
company business activity and financial 
position in areas of income, expenses, 
and earnings, based on present and 
expected operations. Manages 
Accounting Department. Arrange for 
audits of company accounts. 
01 MANAGER, CUSTOMER 
TECHNICAL SERVICE-
Salary:$800.00-1,800.00 per month 
Three years experience required. 
Work days and hours is flexible. 
College graduate. 
Japanese reading, writing and speaking 
required. 
Directs and coordinates activities ol 
department in manufacturing 
establishment concerned with providing 
customers technical services in 
conjunctioned with marketing activities. 
Coordinates technical liason services 
between management productions, 
sales department and customer 
services. Directs investigation in 
customer complaints. Records, 
analyzes and informs concerned 
personnels and negotiates settlements. 
Reports to management head in written 
and verbal English and Japanese. 
Performs other related duties. 
02 ASSISTANT MANAGER, SALES 
DIVISION-Salary:$800.00-2,200.00 per 
month 
Plus $300.00/mo. housing allowance. 
Two years experience required. 

Work days and hours is flexible. 
College graduate. · 
Japanese speaking, reading and writing 
required. 
Manages sales activities of 
establishment: Directs staffing, training, 
and performance evaluations to develop 
and control sales program. Coordinate 
sales distribution. Directs product 
simplification and standardization to 
eliminate unprofitable items from sales 
line. Represents company at trade 
association meetings to promote 
product. Coordinates liason between 
sales departments .and other sales 
related unit. 
01 ASSISTANT MANAGER, TOUR 
OPERATION-Salary:$800.00-1,700.00 
per month 
Plus $300.00/mo. housing allowance. 
Two years experienced required. 
Work days and hours is flexible. 
College graduate. 
Japanese speaking, reading and writing 
required. 
Assisting in managing and coordinating 
tourist control, hotel reservations and 
business operations. Assists managers, 
organizes office operations and 
procedures, and supervises staffs. 
Assists in directing, coordinating and 
participating in merchandising travel 
services, such as sale of transportation, 
packaged or specialized tours, or 
vacation packages. Plans work 
schedules for employees. Trains 
employees in advising customers on 
current traveling conditions, planning 
cuslomer travel and itineraries, ticketing 
and booking functions. Sells travel 
tickets packaged and specialized tours, 
and advises customers on-travel plans. 
03 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.05-5.70 
per hour 
Plus $300.00/mo. housing allowance. 
Two years experience required. 
Work days and hours is flexible. 
College Graduate 
02 MECHANIC, AUTOMOBILE
Salary:$3.05-4.50 per hour 
Plus $300.00/mo. housing allowance. 
Two years experience required. 
Work days and hours is flexible. 
03 TRAVEL COUNSELOR-
Salary:$800.00-1,800.00 per month 
Plus $300.00/mo. housing allowance. 
One year experience required. 
Japanese reading, writing and speaking 
required. 
Plans itineraries, and arranges 
-accommodation and other travel 
services for customers: Converses with · 
customer to deterll)ine destination, 
mode of transportation, travel dates, 
financial considerations, and 
accommodations required. Provides 
customers with brochures and 
publications obtaining travel 
informations, such as local customs, 
points of interests and foreign 
regulations. Plans, describes, arranges 
and sells optional tour packages and 
specializes in group or individual 
escorted tours. May perform other 
related duties. 
01 SUPERVISOR, MAINTENANCE
MECHANIC-Salary:S3.05-6.45 per hour 
Plus $300.00/mo. housing allowance. 
Four years experience required. 
Work days and hours is llexible. 
Contact: PACIFIC DEVELOPMENT, 
INC. Tel. 322-8876(1/14)F82427 
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E.VERY PERJOP 
IS 17-1 E. /v\OST 
ADJN.X£D ltRICO 

I /.J I-ti STORY 

CHARLES SCHULZ'S BELOVED CHARACTERS MARK 50 YEARS IN THE 

COMICS IN 2000! HAPPY BIRTHDAY, CHARLIE BROWN! 

THE coming week will see many 
individuals taking things to new 
levels and seeking greater rewards 
through increased commitment and 
greater, more concentrated effort 
Technical knowledge and ability is 
absolute this week. The knowl
edge of how things work will be 
paramount. Those who are unwill
ing to hone their skills and work 
hands-on in a technical environ
ment will strictly limit their poten
tial at this time. Success this week 
is a puzzle. He or she who knows 
how to put the pieces into place in 
a logical, learned fashion can in
crease the odds of success consid
erably. Those who adopt a random 
approach will win only random 
results! 

Of course there is no instruction 
book for the week, and though it 
may sound as though success is as 
em;y as following the rule, it is 
imponant to remember that luck 
will surely play a part as well. The 
influence of the stars will surely be 
felt all week long! 

SAGITIARIUS (Nov .22-Dec. 
7) - You may be challenging a 
legend of sorts this week - so no 
wonder some people aren't willing 
to believe. (Dec. 8-Dec. 21) - A 
question of taste and propriety is 
likely to arise before the week is 
out. You want to be sure you 're on 
the right side! 

CAPRICORN(Dec.22-Jan.6) 
- You'll enjoy your tum in the 
spotlight this week, but when it's time 
to move on you must surely do so. 
(Jan. 7-Jan. 19)-Though the cost 
may be high, you are sure it is worth 
it, but are you sure that others will 
agree with you? Only time will tell. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 3) 
- The way you know if you 're on 
the right track is to look in the right 
direction. Subconsciously, you 
know which way that is! (Feb. 4-
Feb.18)-Consideryourselflucky 
this week, and don't discount those 
things that seem to come naturally 
to you. 

PISCES (Feb.19-March 5) -
Expenses must be considered this 
week before you finalize yourplans 
and give the go-ahead. (March 6-
March 20)-Young orold, you'll 
have a great deal to be excited 
about this week and it has more to 
do with what you can give than 
what you expect to receive. 

ARIES (March 21-April 4)
y ou can count on others to help 
you out when you are in need this 
week, despite certain existing ten
sions. (AprilS-April 19)-You 're 
doing it all over again, or so you 
think. In reality, you have a chance 
to make subtle changes that will 
make things seem new. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 5)
y ou may be used to doing things 
very much yourown way, but nev
ertheless a change is in the offing. 
(May 6-May 20)-Travel may be 
in the picture, but you musm't be 
hasty nor unprepared. Be sure to 
tend to certain pressing duties be
fore you leave. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 6)
y ou can transfollll a sadness into 
something to cheer about before 
the week is out. It's not magic; it's 
know how! (June 7-June 20) -
What you read and watch will be of 
great importance to you in little 
time. Be sure you remember the 
most imponant facts and figures. 

CANCER (June 21-July 7)
Though you may be far from home, 
you can be confident that the people 
who count are with you in spirit. 
(July 8-July 22) - You may be 
pushing the limit in some ways, but 
while the stars are with you there is 
no reason not to "go for broke" in 
any way you can. 

LEO(July23-Aug. 7)-You're 
likely to face a startling challenge 
early in the week. Later on it's 
business as usual, however. (Aug. 
8-Aug. 22) - You must take ad
vantage of a financial offer this 
week before it is withdrawn for 
good! Don'thesitatewhenit'smade 
available. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Scpt. 7) -
You 're likely to secure a great deal 
of suppon this week, simply by 
speaking your mind openly and 
honestly. (Sept. 8-Sept. 22) -
You'll be on hand to wimess an 
imponantbreakthroughof sorts this 
week which can benefit you at home 
as well as at the workplace. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 7) -
You may not be feeling "in sync" 
as the week opens, but it's only a 
matter of time. Make some plans! 
(Oct.8-0ct. 22)-Your fate may 
be in the hands of someone else at 
this time, bur that is no reason to 
fret. Indeed, you may be better off 
now than ever before. 

SCORPIO(Oct.23-Nov. 7)
Something that you've only re
cently gotten over is likely to reap
pear for arepeatperfolll1ai1ce. (Nov. 
8-Nov. 21) - It may be difficult 
for you to get all the information 
you need this week, but your dar
ing spirit will lead you to a major 
new discovery.· 

ACROSS 

1 Seymour and 
Fonda 

6 Author Verne 
11 Nullify 
12 Distant 

planet 
1412mos. 
15 Makes a 

road 
17 NBA great 

Chamberlain 
18 Meadow 
20 Slow (music) 
22 Unclaimed 

mail dept. 
23 Atlanta arena 
25 Ms. 

Gorbachev 
27 Hall an em 
28 Antelope 
30 Of a triangle 

type 
·32 Mineral 
34 Protection 
35 Playhouse 
38 Diner 
41 Pronoun 
42 Actress Bo 

44 Baking -
45 Profit on 

bank acct. 
47-Lama 
49 Fruit seed 
50 Future attys.' 

exam 
52 Actress 

Cicefy-
54 Therefore 
55 Place 
57 Lauren or 

Tim-· 
59 Wanderer 
60 Wan 

DOWN 

1 Actor Irons 
2 Silver symbol 
3 Short sleep 
4 And others 

(2wds., 
Latin abbr.) 

5 Cut 
6 Fairness 
7 Chaldean 

city 
8 Lay down 

the-
9 Geraint's 

Answer to Previous Puzzle 
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wile 
10 Surly 
11 Stocking 

material 
13 Rock 
16 Namesakes 

for a Spanish 
queen 

19 "What's in -
-?" 

21 Kind of 
orange 

24 Poem by 
Homer 

26 An assumed 
name 

29 Performed 
31 Bar legally 
33 Charged with 

gas 
35 Trousers 

fabric 
36 Muppets 

creator 
37 Depend 
39 He's known 

as the 
"Wizard of 
Menlo Park" 

40 Inform (2 
wds.) 

43 Buckwheat 
46 Mexican 

sandwich 
48 Debt notes 

(abbr.) 
51 Scottish cap 
-53 - degree 
56 Spanish 

article 
58 "- Deum .. 
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The ... 
Continued from page 1 

impress the White House and key 
congressional Democrats. They 
say these measures are either not 
enough or not even being fully 
implemented. 
· In the midterm elections last 

November-thanks partly to the 
opposition's failure to unite-the 
GOP managed to maintain its 
majority in the Legislature. Sort 
of. 

In what could have been a tell
ing blow to Gov. Pedro P. 
Tenorio's administration, his 
brother, Sen. Juan P. Tenorio, lost 
to Reform Party's Ramon S. DL 
Guerrero. 

In his campaign, Guerrero
who is not a stranger to controver
sies-relentlessly denounced the 
administration's austerity mea
sures, which he said were being 
··observed" even as the govern~ 
ment was purchasing brand new 
cars, paying office rentals to pri
vate firms with close ties to the 
administration. and whileelecred 

All . .. 
Continued from page 1 

with President Clinton's Y2K In
formation Coordination Center 
(ICC) in Washington, DC. 

··we are ready. We have al
ready submitted four reports to 
FEMA in regards to the status of 
the Comm;mvealth Y2K pre
paredness since Wednesday." 
Guerrero said yesterday noon. 

TheCNMireport, togetherwith 
those of Guam. Hawaii and other 
areas in the Pacific and U.S. main
land, are transmitted to the FEMA 
Region IX office in San Fran
cisco. The FEMA regional office 
will consolidate all these reports 
and forward them co Washington 
DC. 

The governor also said the gov
ernment will have a full assess
ment of any possible Y2K-relared 
problems on Monday when of
fices and businesses open after 
the holiday break. 

"We cannot definitely come up 
with complete (assessments) un
til Monday. But EMO and other 
agencies will be monitoring 
whether there is Y2K problem or 
not," said Tenorio. 

The Millennium bug or Y2K 
bug threatens systems run by old 
computer programs which would 
interpret the Year 20(){) as 1900, 
which has the same last t\VO digits. 

As a result, any date-sensitive 
programs like billing, payroll, in
ventory, bank accounts, aircraft, 
among others, could crash or give 
misleading answers starting J anu-
ary I. 2000. ~ 

Two representatives from 
FEMA Region IX office off Ho
nolulu, Hawaii - Ken Brown 
and Iris Spanski - arrived on 
Tuesday night to assist the CNMI 
in hand! ing potential Y2K rollover 
problems, and on transmitting re
ports to the regional office and to 
Washington DC. 

ICC has been put up to monitor 
all Y2K-related system failures 
or problems at the turn of the 
century, with FEMA as the lead 
agency responsible for carrying 
out this function. 

Under ICC ru !es, all states and 

officials go on frequent "junkets." 
Political observers noted thai 

Juan P. Tenorio lost his Senate 
bid in 1983 when the economy 
was also in a slump and the gov
ernor was his brother. 

In both occasions, political ob
servers said, a message was being 
sent by the electorate to the gov
ernor: They're very unhappy. 

Six other key Republican mem
bers of the House of Representa
tives went down with Senator 
Tenorio at the polls: Floor Leader 
Ana S. Teregeyo, Ways· and 
Means Committee Chair Karl T. 
Reyes, Foreign and Federal Rela
tions Chair Melvin 0. Faisao, Ju
dicial and Governmental Opera
tions Chair Frank G. Cepeda, 
Natural Resources Chair Manuel 
A. Tenorio and Labor and Immi
gration Chair Herman T. Palacios. 
- Still, the GOP won I I of the 18 
House seats with Tinian Norman 
S. Palacios-who ran as a Demo
crat-expected to align himself 
with the Republicans.In the nine
seat Senate. the GOP still has 
seven members plus Tinian 
Democrat David M. Cing who 

territories including· the CNMI 
need to submit 'its Y2K-related 
report to Washington on a peri
odic basis during the critical roll 
over period, from Dec. 30, 1999 
to Jan. I, 2000. 

Guerrero also said EMO emer
gency communication systems 
will be in operation during the 
rollover period. 

The EMO official cautioned the 
community against panicking if 
they experience things that are 
out of the ordinary, adding they 
may not at all be Y2K-related. 

"Don 'tpanic. Just be prepared; 
expect the unexpected. Make sure 
you have around you the basic 
necessities like medicine, food and 
water you might be needing," said 
Guerrero. 

The Commonwealth Ports Au
thority, CUC and private firms 
like banks, telecommunication 
companies and shipping and air
line companies have also assured 
their systems and services are 
Y2K-compliant, warding off fears 
of breakdown. 

In cases when individuals in 
the community are able to experi
ence basic service disruptions like 
power outage, Guerrero said it is 
best to contact EMO (telephone 
number 322-8001 to 05) right 
away for immediate attention and 
assistance. 

··If there's a concern, we will 
follow up, we call the agency and 
they will tell us what's going on. 
All the agencies will report to us 
anything out of the normal and try 
to get it into our system and for
ward it to FEMA. But we still 
have to deal with it ourselves be
cause FEMA offices are so far 
away," said the EMO chief. 

He also pointed out that the 
Y2K issue should not be a deter
rent in observing the New.Year's 
Eve, just like what people are 
used to in previous years. 

.. Celebrate like you used to. If 
you have prepared, then there's 
nothing to worry about," he added. 

On Wednesday, the governor 
met with U.S. Department of In
terior officials to discuss Y2K 
remediation efforts and prepared
ness done to ensure the CNMI 
will be able to function well even 

has been voting with the Republi
can majority since 1995, 

But in the lower house, a former 
chair of the GOP, Rep.-elect 
Benigno R. Fitial, wants to be 
speaker-withorwithouthisparty 
mates. 

A senior executive in garment 
magnate Willie Tan's firm, Fitial 
has aggressively pursued the 
speaker's post. 

He needs the support of at least 
nine other House members to se
cure it. 

With the endorsement of the 
five Saipan Democrats, one Inde-

. pendentandRepublicanOscarM. 
Babauta in the proverbial bag, 
Fitial then employed his "secret 
weapon" to peel away two non
veteran members-Rota's fresh
man Rep. Alejo M. Mendiola and. 
Rep.-elect Norman S. Palacios of 
Tinian-from their commitment 
to Rep. Heinz S. Hofschneider. 

The "secret weapon": The lob
bying skills of U.S. House Major
ity Whip Tom DeLay's aides. 

The Texan Republican was 
once described by Fitial's boss, 
Willie Tan, as ·'my friend." 

during the rollover period. 
Keith A. Parsky, public infor

mation officer ofDOI's Office of 
Insular Affairs in Washington DC, 
said the U.S. government has so 
far appropriated some $23 mil
lion to insular areas in the Pacific 
region, including Guam and the 
CNMI to address Y2K 
remediation efforts. 

He said Y2K preparations and 
remediations have paid off as the 
CNMI and Guam have become 
better prepared for the Y2K 
rollover than any other states in 
the U.S: mainland. 

TheOIAisalsoworkingclosely 
with Power99 FM radio station in 
Saipan to monitor "on air" Y2K
related developments during the 
rollover period, starting from 10 
pm on Dec. 31 until 2 am on Jan. 
I, 2000. 

The CNMI government also 
prepared a .. Y2K Emergency Re
sponse Plan," stating five assump
tions in dealing with the Y2K 
planning. 

The plan said major public ser
vices including electric power, gas, 
water, sewage and telecommuni
cations may be disrupted for three 
to four days during January 200. 

"As with any potential emer
gency, the public should be en
couraged to take reasonable steps 
to prepare for possible Y2K prob
lems. Individuals and families in 
the CNMI could prepare by en
suring they have at least three to 
four days' supply of food, drink
ing water, potable water, medica
tion and other family necessities," 
said the plan. 

The plan also said it is good to 
assume that throughout the im
pact period, adverse weather con
ditions including typhoons or 
earthquakes may be present. 

It also said that assistance from 
other countries like Japan, Philip
pines, Guam and U.S. may be 
unavailable due to their own re-
2ional demand for assistance. 
~ Aside from possible public ser
vices disruption, the CNMI is also 
asked to prepare for delays in 
receiving critical supplies like 
repair parts, pharmaceuticals and 
check stock at the tum of the 
century. 

Capitol Hill sources said the 
local garment sector fears that the 
incoming Legislature might, for 
the first time in CNMI history, 
seriously consider legislation op
posed by the controversial indus
try-a higher wage rate and an 
increase in taxes. 

But some say that Fitial as 
speaker could only provoke 
Washington, D.C. critics of the 
garment industry to push harder 
for the extension of federal immi-. 
gration and minimum wage poli
cies, which local garment firms 
equate to the end of civilization as 
we know it. 

At any rate, underthe 11th Leg
islature several key measures were 
introduced. These include the free 
trade zone bill, the creation of an 
accountancy board, the $60 mil
.lion bonds to match federal money 
for capital improvement projects. 

Among these measures, how
ever, only the free trade zone bill 
reached the Office of the Gover
nor. 

With the 12th House of Repre-

IVYBL ... 
Continued from page 48 

19 points while teammates Brian 
Flores and Tyler Yu also contrib
uting to the win with ten points 
each. 

The Hoosiers despite losing 
their top rebounder Tony 
Pangelinan due to age limit, man
aged to stay toe to toe with the 
resurgent Sixers as they led from 
the first quarter to the third only to 
be outscored in the fourth quarter 
15 to 11, to drop the opener. 

Hoosiers point guard Larry 
Mendoza's 24 points was over
shadowed by the Sixers scoring 
streak in the fourth. 

Their big man Mel Manibusan 
blocked a game-high 5 shots but 
in a losing cause. 

The San Vicente Suns behind 
veteran coach Sonny Flores, used 
their home court to their advan
tage as they also won their season 
opener prevailing over the Capi
tol Hill Starzz to just 14 points 
after three quarters of intense ac
tion. They led through most of the 
game and allowed the starzz to 
score 12 points in their last quar-

Top ... 
Continued from pag_e.47 

victories. 
Dale Jarrett: Won first Win

ston Cup championship ... Sec
ond-generation driver ... Father, 
Ned, won two series champion
ships ... They join Lee and Ri
chard Petty as lone father-son 
champions ... Won four races, 
finished in the top five in 24 of 
34 races. 

SOCCER 
U.S. Women: Won third 

Women's World Cup ... 
Cl inched ti tie after 120 score
less minutes against China ... In 
shootout, goalkeeper Briana 

sentatives expected to be marred 
by bitter disputes between the Fitial
led coalition and the pro
HofschneiderRepublicans,itmight 
prove difficult to pass significant 
bills, particularly those that require 
more than a majqrity vote. 

Despite controversies regard
ing the Department of Finance's 

. reimbursement of "public pur
pose" expenditures and Public 
Safety Commissioner Charles W. 
Ingram-who figured in a shout
ing match with a senator and has 
been urged by other lawmakers to 
resign-and despite the Senate's 
continued refusal to confirm act
ing Attorney General Maya B. 
Kara, the governor had an other
wise smooth relationship with the 
11th Legislature. 

But the governor has said he 
will not seek another term in 2001, 
and lawmakers who are already 
eyeing the next general elections 
may no longer want to be closely 
identified with an administration 
that has apparent! y lost the confi
dence of voters. 

ter but the Suns have already 
bagged the contest. 

Paul Magcalas drilled in 9 points 
for the victors while his team
mates also contributed offen
sively. 

Chris Tenorio and Leeroy Kani 
pounded the boards for 12 com
bined points to-back Magcalas. 

With a couple ofrain out games, 
the tournament resumed on Mon
day, December 20, at the Chalan 
Kanoa district 1 court. 

The game pitted the Hoosiers 
against Dandan I. 

After dropping theii' opening 
game to the sixers the previous 
week, the Hoosiers rebounded 
from the loss to defeat Dandan I 
52-38, to even their. win/loss 
record one a piece. 

In other games the Suns de
feated the kagman Cougars 48-
29, to improved their record to 2-
0, best so far in the young season. 

The Gualo Rai Panthers split 
their assignments over the San 
Antonio Sixers and the Chalan 
Kanoa Hoosiers. 

Dare I forfeited their match 
against Capitol Hill when the 
Starzz failed to show at game 
time at the Kobler court. 

Scurry stopped China's third 
shooter, Liu Ying, and Brandi 
Chastain scored c)inching goal. 

HORSE RACING 
Charismatic: Ex-claimer won 

Kentucky Derby as 30- l shot ... 
Repeated in Preakness ... Broke 
down in Belmont trying to be
come .I 2th Triple Crown winner 
... Jockey Chris Antley hopped 
off and lifted horse's leg, perhaps 
saving his life. 

BOXING 
Lennox Lewis: Finished year 

as boxing's first undisputed 
heavyweight champion since 
Riddick Bowe ... Fought 
Evander Holyfield to disputed 
draw in March then won unani
mous decision in rematch to end 
debate over title. 

SAY 'NO' TO DRUGS! 
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Top sports stars of '99 
BASEBALL 

Pedro Martinez: Fourth 
u_nanimous winner of American 
League Cy Young Award ... 
Went 23-4 with 2.07 ERA, 313 
strikeouts for Boston, two years 
after winning NL award with 
Montreal ... All-Star Game MVP 
with five strikeouts in two in
nings. 

Chipper Jones: National 
League MVP with 29 of32 first
place votes ... Earned award by 
batting .319 with 45 home runs, 
110 RBIs, leading injury-de
pleted Braves to NL East cham
pionship ... First Atlanta MVP 
since Terry Pendleton in 1991. 

Randy Johnson: Won NL Cy 
Young Award with Arizona to 
go with 1995 AL Award with 
Seattle ... Went 17-9 with 2.48 
ERA ... Struck out 364 batters, 
just 19 short of Nolan Ryan's 
1973 record of 383 ... At 6-foot-
10 is nicknamed Big Unit. 

Ivan Rodriguez: Beat out Cy 
Young winner Pedro Martinez 
as surprise winner of AL MVP 
... Premier defensive catcher in 
the game ... Threw out 39 of 72 
runners trying to steal (54 per
cent) ... Batted .332 with 35 
home runs, 113 RBIs. 

FOOTBALL 
John Elway: Completed bril

liant NFL career as MVP of 
Super Bowl ... Led Denver to 
fifth Super Bowl and second 
straight championship ... 
Winn ingest quarterback in NFL 
history with 148-82-1 record ... 
Passed for 51,475 yards and 300 
TDs. 

Kurt Warner: Unlikely hero 
of St. Louis' surprise season ... 
Former NFL Europe and Arena 
League quarterback ... Stepped 

Tiger Woods 

in when Trent Green went down 
in preseason and led Rams to 
postseason for first time since 
1989. 

Ron Dayne: Heisman Tro
phy winner ... Broke Ricky Wil- · 
Iiams' NCAA career rushing 
record, running for 6,379 yards 
... Averaged 5.2 yards per carry 
in four years at Wisconsin ... 
Rushed for 1,834 y;rrds and 19 
TDs in regular .season. 

BASKETBALL 
Karl Malone: Won second 

regular-season MVP award, 
leading Jazz to a tie for league's 
best record at 37-13 ... Aver
aged 23.9 points and reached 
28,000-point plateau for career 
... One of NBA 's 50 greatest 
players. 

Tim Duncan: Emerged as a 
major force in just second NBA 
season, averaging 21. 7 points, 
1 1.4 rebounds ... Joined David 
Robinson in twin towers forma
tion for San Antonio ... MVP of 
Finals, leading Spurs to first 
championship. 

Yolanda Griffith: WNBA's 
regular-season MVP ... Led 
league with 11.3 rebounds and 

The year's . .. Continued from page 48 

the 1500m in 20:25:38, taking. 
second place. 

She won five 1st, three 2nd and 
two thirds places. 

Athletes of the month: 
MelvinSakisat(Softball): A vet

eran softball player playing both 
fastpitch and slowpitch softball, he 
recently garnered the ·'Most Valu
able Player" award for the 1999 
Men's Fastpitch Season League. 

Aside from that, he was the 
Batting King and had most 
doubles and run scored. 

Xenavee Pangelinan (Swim
ming): The NMI's top swimmer, 
Pangelinan competed in 1 2 indi
vidual events in the A Champs, 
breaking one more age group 
record in the 200m Breast and one 
National Record in the 1500 
freestyle. 

She easily won the high point 
trophy for senior girls. 

Xenavee also brought home ten 
I st, one 2nd and one 4th place 
ribbons. 

May 1999 
Student Athletes; 
Jennabree Tollestrup (Track 

and Field): Jennabree who was 
student athlete for January com
peted in the all schools track and 
field championships and won 

golds in the two distance runing 
events and the long jump. 

She was selected for the Junior 
National Team which competed 
on Guam in July. 

Hee Seung Kin (Tennis): Kim 
is a 16yearold male, who was the 
finalist for the DFS Micronesian 
Tennis Championships Men's 
Open Doubles. 

His team lost a close three set 
final to the Micronesian Games 
Silvermedal teamofPeterSinclair 
and Jeff Race, also his coach. 

Athletes of the Month: All 
medalists in the CNMI contin
gent to the SPG held on Guam. 

June 1999 
Student Athletes; 
Sho Saso (Swimming): A 13 

year old female, Saso made tre
mendous improvement in swim
ming all the distance events for 
the NMI during the South Pacific 
Games and improved his time by 
as much as 30 seconds in the 
1500m Free, and swam the 2.5 
mile open water from Cocos ls
land to Merizo. 

Gerald Boyer (Tennis): Boyer 
is a 14 year old male who reached 
the goal he set in 1998 by making 
the 1999ITF-NorthPacificTeam. 

In qualifying event on Saipan, 

Andre Agassi 

2.52 steals, second in scoring 
with 18.8 points per game for 
Sacramento Monarchs ... Also 
named Defensive Player of the 
year and Newcomer of the 
Year. 

Cynthia Cooper: Playoff 
MVP for third straight year, 
leading Houston Comets to an
other WNBA championship ... 
Regular-season scoring cham
pion had 24 points including 13 
of 15 foul shots in champion
ship game against New York 
Liberty. 

Richard Hamilton: MVP of 
Connecticut's NCAA champi
onship, scoring 27 points in 
championship game against 
Duke ... Averaged 19.8 points 
in three years with Huskies ... 
First-round draft choice by NBA 
Washington Wizards. 

Ukari Figgs: Led Purdue to 
first-ever NCAA women's bas
ketball championship ... Scored 
all ofher 18 points in second 
half, including six straight free 
throws in final minutes as Boil
ermakers overcame five-point 
halftime deficit against Duke. 

HOCKEY 
Joe Nieuwendyk: Led Dal-

he was 6-0 in pool play and de
feated Obrian Itaia of Nauru in 
the Semi-Finals to make it. 

July 1999 
Student Athletes; 
Michael Kim (Golf): Mike is a 

senior at MHS and practices his 
favorite sport every opportunity 
he has and has attended Golf Clin
ics in the States to improve his 
game. 

Mike recently won the Hawai
ian PGA Junior Golf Tournament 
in Kana, Hawaii, competing with 
62 golfers, all warming up for the 
Junior World Championships the 
following week. 

August 1999 
Student Athletes: 
Ramsey Lemaich (Tennis): An 

11 year old male, who competed 
in two tournaments in Hawaii, 
Lemaich won the Keauhou Jun
ior OPen 12 and under, 6-0, 6-1, 
and was runnerup against 
Hawaii's top seed of the same age 
group in the Wailuki Summer 
JuniorOpen, losing a very closely 
fought battle. 

Kana Aikawa (Tennis): This is 
an I 4 year old female, who was 
4th in the prestigious Pacific Oce
anic Junior Tennis Championship 
after barely making the Norhem 
Pacific Team. 

Athlete of the month: 
Tito Santos (Baseball): This is 

las Stars to first Stanley Cup, 
earning Conn Smythe Trophy 
as MVP of finals ... Scored 11 
goals, tying Joe Sakic' s record 
with six game-winners ... Had 
28 goals in regular season, push
ing career total to 425. 

Jason Krog: Winner of the 
Hobey Baker Award, college 
hockey's Reisman Trophy ... 
Led New Hampshire to NCAA 
championship game ... Led na
tion in scoring with 34 goals 
and51 assi;;ts ... Signed by NHL 
New York Islanders. 

GOLF 
Tiger Woods: Won eight tour 

events, first player since Johnny 
Miller in 197 4 to reach that to
tal in one season ... Swept last 
four events of the year, first 
since Ben Hogan in 1953 to win 
four straight ... Earned record 
$6,616,885 for season, about 
$900,000 more than Jack 
Nicklaus earned for PGA ca
reer. 

Karrie Webb: Winner of six 
events ... ·Had 22 top- IO fin
ishes in 25 events ... Set tour 
season scoring average record 
at 69.43, more than a half-stroke 
better than old mark. 

U.S. Ryder Cup Team: Over
came 10-6 deficit to win Cup ... 
Won 81/2 of possible 12 points 
in final day's singles matches ... 
Clinched Cup on Justin 
Leonard's 45-foot putt on 17th 
hole. 

TENNIS 
Andre Agassi: Finished No. 

1 for first time in career, two 
years after being ranked No. 141 
on the ATP Tour computer ... 
Completed personal Grand Slam 
by winning French Open, just 
fifth player to win all four ma-

an 18 year old male, the youngest 
player in the Summer League. 

Tito was also a member of the 
Big League team that competed 
in Arizona in the Eig League 
World Series. 

Audra Winkfield and Tracy 
Feger (Waterpolo): Both com
peted in the Hawaiian Invitational 
Waterpolo Tournament (July 
I 999) playing on 16 and under 
Hawaii teams. 

They too, after their first game 
earned started places and did well 
throughout the tournament. 

SEPTEMBER 1999 
Students Athletes; 
Jermaine Cabrera: Soccer, 

Jermaine is a 6th grader at GTC 
and plays left wind forward for 
the school soccer team. She has 
been a major factor in GTC 's three 
league Championships and this 
year 5-0 record. 

Lorenzo Sugiyama: Soccer. 
Lorenzo excels in playing soccer 
and was captain of the Mt. Carmel 
Knights School Team. He led his 
team to the semi-finals by scoring 
several critical goals. 

OCTOBER 1999 
Student Athlete; 
Kyles Ruluked: Basketball: a 

student at MHS and member of 
the Kagman Cougars. He set scor
ing records with highestof52 and 
54 points. leaving him with an 

jars ... Won second U.S. Open, 
his fifth major title. 

Lindsay Davenport: Won 
second Grand Slam title, cap
turing Wimbledon ... Then 
ended the season with back-to
back victories over No. I 
Martina Hingis at Advanta and 
Chase Championships ... Won 
seven tournaments during sea
son. 

TRACK AND FIELD 
Maurice Greene: Swept JOO 

and 200 meters at U.S. Champi
onships ... Became first to sweep 
100and200in any World Cham
pionships, winning I 00 in 9.80, 
only .01 off his own world 
record ... Set world record of 
9.79 for 100 at Athens. 

Gabriela Szabo: Swept all 
seven Gold~n League meets at 
5,000 meters ... Won world title 
at 5,000 meters ... Won Grand 
Prix final at 3,000 meters ... 
Earned $1,015,000 for year. 

CYCLING 
Lance Armstrong: Won 

Tour de France less than three 
years after being given only SO
percent chance of survival from 
testicular cancer that spread to 
his brain and lungs ... Winning 
margin was ?'minutes, 37 sec
onds ... Joined three-time win
ner Greg LeMond as only 
Americans to win marquee cy
cling race. 

AUTO RACING 
Juan Montoya: Rookie from 

Colombia, won seven poles. 
seven races, gi vi '1g Ch.1p 
Ganassi 's team unprecedented 
fourth straight CART PPG Cup 
championship ... Tied Dario 
Franchitti for title, winning 
Chi!mpionship on the basi~ of 

Continued on page 46 

average of 39.6 po,ints per game. 
He was selected MVP for the sea
son of the Island Wide youth Vil
lage Basketball League. 

Athlete of the Month: 
Stuart Smith: Triathlon, Stuart 

placed '5th in the Men's 40-44 
Age Division, and I 15th overall 
out of 1,540 participants in the 
recent World Ironman Triathlon 
Championships held in Kona, 
Hawaii. His time for the 2KM 
swim, I OOKM bike and marathon 
rnn was 9 hours 37 minutes. Dur
ing the past few months, he has 
spent a lot of ti me training and 
traveling in preparing for this 
world class competition. 

NOVEMBER 1999 
Student Athlete: 
Kana Aikawa: Tennis. She is a 

14-year-old, who won the 
women's open Division of the 
Fall Tennis Classic. This was the 
Third Tournament win in a roll. 
She is a student at NMA. 

Gerald Boyer: Tennis. He is a 
14-year-old, who won the 4.0 
Di vision of the Fall Tennis Classi 
and also competed against sev
eral adults. 

Athlete of the Month: 
Jeff Race; Tennis, Jeff won the 

singles and doubles event of the 
Fall Classic Tennis Tournament 
held at the American 
Memoria!Park last month. 

--- ~-
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Sergio Garcia (left) and Tiger Woods make thetr way to the third hole ~ednesday during th(! first roun<j of 
the Williams World Challenge at Grayhawk Golf Club in Scottsdale, Anz. Woods and Garcia were patred 
together. AP 

Jets stop Sofang in 
slowpitch soft~all 

By Ray D. Palacios 
For the Variety 

MIKE "ROCK" Guerrero and 
Roy Celis each hit an inside-the
park grandslam and Nick 
Guerrero hammered out two 
homeruns as the Jets won their 
seventh consecutive game with a 
fifth inning, 24-14 shut out over 
the winless Sofang in Saipan Soft
ball Association slowpitch soft
ball action. 

Sofang jumped out on top 9-1 
after one and 1/2 inning of play, 
but the more powerful Jets blasted 
off scoring 23 of the next next 28 
runs for the win. 

The victory improved the Jets' 
record to 7-3 and dropped Sofang 
to 0-11. 

Team Fadang behind Julian 
Camacho's two homeruns and five 
RBI's upset the Warriors in the 
second game of.the night, 17-12. 

The Warriors led 8-7 after three 
innings of play, but it was all 
Fadang in the next three scoring 
ten of the next 14 runs for the 
upset. 

The win was Padang's third in 
11 games as the loss dropped the 
Warriors to 6-5. 

John Terlaje recorded the sec
ond cycle of the season in the 
SSA League going 4-4 with a 
single, a double, a triple and a 
homerun and Tom Diaz and Jack 
D. Diaz both drove in three runs 
as the Bad Boyz won their ninth 
game in twelve outings with a 

sixth inning 19-9 shut-out over 
Toles-Gone. 

The loss was Toles Gone's 
eighth in nine games. 

The only other player to regis
ter the cycle was Comets's Tony 
Guerrero against Camacho Roots. 

Frank Ermitanio went 4-4 with 
two doubles, a homerun and four 
RBI's and also pitched the last 
three innings allowing no hits as 
Team Six-Pack won their seventh 
game in 10 outings, stopping the 
Laly 4 in six inning, 16-6 in the 
final game of the night. 

Six-Pack jumped on top 3-2 
after one inning of play and never 
look back the rest of the way. 

The loss is Laly 4's ninth in ten 
games. 

IVYBL goes in full swing 
-

THE ISLANDWIDE Village 
Youth basketball league Mil
lennium Tournament got in full 
swing with games played Mone 
day through Friday on the out
do'or courts around the island. 

Eleven teams are seeing ac
tion in the 14 and under age 
group with Dandan and the 
DARE program fielding two 
team each. 

Other teams in the league in
cludes former champions San 
Antonio Sixers, defending 
champions Tanapag, Chalan 

:TEAM STANDINGS. 

~ 
San Vicente Suns 
DARE I 
Dandan II 
Chalan Kanoa Hoosiers 
San Antonio Sixers 
Gualo Rai Panthers 
Dandan I 
DARE II 
Tanapag 
Kagman Cougars 
Capitol Hill Starn 

Win;~ 
2 0 
1 0 
1 0 
2 1 
1 1 
l 1 
1 1 
0 1 
0 1 
0 1 
rj 2 

kanoadistrict I Hoosiers,kagman 
Cougars, Capitol Hill Starz, Gualo 
Rai Panthers and the San Vicente 

Suns. 
The tournament kicked off on 

December 14 at the Kobler bas
ketball court with the Hoosiers 
squaring off against the San 
Antonio Sixers. 

Jason Sablan, who played for 
Sixers.H during the recent Ro
tary Club Youth Basketball 
League, led the Sixers to win
ning the league's opener against 
the much younger Hoosiers 
squad, 54-48. 

Sablan finished the game with 
Continued on page 46 

The year's best 
in NMI sports 

THE NORTHERN Marianas 
Amateur Sports Association 
lists the top athletes of the month 
for the year· 
1999except 
for that for 
the month L, 

. of Decem- ;·, 
ber which 
will be cho- · 
sen at 
NMASA's 
next meet
ing in January. 

The year's top choices are: 
January 
Student Athletes; Jennabree 

Tollestrup (Swimming and Run
ning): Tollestrup, 12, took one 
first place, one second place and. 
four third places and swam two 
A and one AA times in the re
cent ABC Invitational Swim 
Meet on Guam. 

The following week she com
peted in the junior division of 
the Kintetsu Buaffalo IOK half 
marathon, where she was the 
first female junior to finish out 
of 170 runners of all agese. 

Dean Palacios (Swimming); 
This I I-year old male, who 
competed in the ABC Invita
tional on Guam won all five of 
his events in excellent AA and 
AAA times by US standards. 

Dean beat all his competition 
by good margins. 

Athletes of the month: 
Dolores Rangamar (Softball): 
Rangamar was awarded the 
MVP player Championship se
ries in the recently competed 
1998 Co-Ed Softball League. 

She also earned Most 
Homeruns Queen Award for the 
league and assisted her team 
"Just for Fun", into the playoff 
and championship. 

Ed Barcinas (Running): 
Barcinas is from Rota and vis
ited Saipan to compete in the 
Kintetsu Buffaloes half mara
thon. 

His time was 1:37:17 over 
two minutes less than his time 
last year. 

During the same month, he 
also placed 13th in the Salt and 
Pepper Triathlon two weeks 
earlier. 

February 1999 
Student Athletes: 
Tamiko Winkfield (Swim

ming): A 13 year old female 
student from SCS has been 
swimming since 1992. 

In Feburary, she competed in 
the Guam Pentathlon where 
each swimmer must swim all 
four strokes individually, then 
again, one event with all strokes 

combined. 
In the 14 and un9er division . 

she was tops, dropping her best 
time by three.seconds. 

Daryl Ada (LL Baseball): A 
12 year old male from Oleai 
Elementary School was a mem
ber of the 1998 All Star Team 
and recently pitched 6 innings 
for his team MV Reyes 01' aces 
striking out 16 batters. 

Athletes of the month; 
Ann Jordan (Windsurfing): 

Jordan competed in the 
· Micronesian Open Windsurfing 

· regatta taking the third place 
trophy in the Women's Open 
division. 

Ed Diaz (Basketball): Diaz is 
a mainstay of the Brothers bas
ketball team, which competed 
an undefeated season this year, 
capturing the pennant in the 
Saipan Island-Wide Men's Bas
ketball League. 

Ed was among h·is team's and 
the league's leaders in the scor
ing and rebounding. 

Ed was recently selected as 
the League's Most Valuable 
Player. 

March1999 
Student Athletes; 
Yvette Murphy (Running): 

Originally from Great Britain 
and now training and residing 
on Saipan, Murphy is a veteran 
of long distance races. 

In March along with several 
others from Saipan, She com

. peted in the Guam Seiko mara
thon and won second place in 4 
hours l O minutes. 

Athlete of the month: 
Tony Camacho (Baseball): 

Camacho p1ays centerfield for 
the Miller Lite Brewers. 

He tied a record in one game 
as he went 6 for 6 in leading his 
team to victory. 

April 1999 
Student Athletes; 
Quincy Johnson (Swim

ming): Johnson competed in the 
A Swimming Championships 
on Guam in eight individuals 
events. 

He won three 2nd and two 
3rds. He brought home the high 
point trophy for the IO years 
and under age group. 

Tamiko Winkfield (Swim
ming): A 13 year old female 
who competed in the A Champs 
on Guam, Tamiko swam IO in
dividual events and two relays. 

She barely lost to teammate 
Xenavee pangelinan in the 800 
and 1500m freestyle events. 

Tammy broke her sister 
Audras's age group record for 

Continued on page 47 
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