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ATURE COMMITTEE SEN. BORJA 
CLOSING SPEECH T ED IT'S REPORT 

Marianas Variety 

The select 
the Mariana 

committee of 
is lands Dis-

trict Legislature to 
inrestigate the audit re
port for fiscal years 1971 
and 1972, came to a con
clusi~n after a week of 
investigation. The con
cl sion reads: "We wish 
to draw attention to the 
fact that auditors who 
admitted that they were 
not certified public 
acco~ntants, have no busi
ness addressing them.selves 
to the ea ~nableness of 
appropriations. Once the 
legislature approves of ~n 
appropriation that is 
signed by the District 
Administrator, the money 
should be spent for those 
purposes and the auditors 
have no business question
ing this expenditure." 

The select committee 
was called Feb. 21, 1973 
by the President of the 
Mariana Islands District 
Legislature and he submit
ted to it explanatory 
<locumentation of the 
alleged questionable ex
penditures and inordinate 
payaen ts made to the pre
s idcn t. The committee 
extensively questioned the 
president about the expen
diture of funds. The 
Dis rict Treasure was also 
questioned on money as
pects concerning the 
established procedures of 
dibursing funds without 
receipts and invoices. The 

committee investigation 
report continued; On Feb. 
22, '73, the select com
mittee he11 a three hour 
meeting with T.T. Govern
ment auditors. 

Messrs. Walter Schick, 
Rudy Sedmick, Angelina 
Atalig and Jesus Villa
gomez. They were asked 
what was their role. The 
auditors replied that 
their job was to: 

1) Verify the source of 
all funds to ensure that 
they had been properly 
recorded: 

SAIPAN--(MNS) Every ses
sion of the Congress of 
Micronesia includes a 
closing speech by Senator 
Olympio T. Borja of the 
Marianas, summarizing the 
work of the session. The 
1973 regular session was 
no exception, although,.the 
Senator had to wait until 
nearly four in the morning 
Tuesday (Feb. 27) to deli
ver his remarks. 

"The three general areas 
in which this Cbngress 
has made notable accom
plishments," Senator Borja 

2) To examine 
propriation acts 

Continued on 

the ap- said "are dealing with 
and to economic development, use 
paqe 2 ~~-Continued on page 8 

THANK YOU MARIANAS 
Many thanks were extended to the leaders and people 

of Marianas District in the week of Thursday morning 
when the Congress of Micronesia Session came to a 
close. Among the words of thanks were the following 
statements: "Let me take this opportunity to convey to 
the District Administrator, the elected leaders and 
people of the Marianas our special gratitude and ap
~reciation for the welcome and hospitality they have 
accorded to the Fifth Congress," said Tosiwo Nakayama, 
President of the Senate. "The hospitality made our work 
much more pleasant and easier." 

Betehwel Henry, Speaker of the House of Representa
tives had this to say: "Also deserving of special 
credit are the people of Tinian-for the generous 

h " hospitality they have shown tot is congress. 
Roman Setik, Chair of the House Appropriation Com

mit..tee added, "My thanks goes to the people, and the 
di!tfict government of the Marianas for their real 
welcome and courtesies they have extended tu all of us 
during the session. Such generosity and hospitality: 
should not go unnoticed." 
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SAIPAN LITTLE 
LEAGUE JOINS 

FAR EAST REGION 
The Trust Territory Lit

tle League has been accep
ted as a member in the Far 
East Region for Little 
Leaguers as announced by 
Capt. Ben G. Munoz, Dis
trict Administrator for 
Little League Board of 
Directors of Saipan, Mari
ana Island. He set Sun
day, March 4th, 1973, at 
12 noon, as the official 
grand openiag of the 
event. 

Government officials and 
distinguished guests from 
Guam will attend the open
ing days' festivites at 
the Civic Center's base
ball field here on Saipan. 

A presentation of the 
ten local teams, their 
coaches and managers will 
flood the baseball field 
for a short period before 
the official baseball is 
tossed and batted. A Lit
tle League game will 
follow the opening cere
monies. 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 
CONGRESS OF MICRO
NESIA NEWS ... AND 
OTHER NEWS. 



Legislature 
Committee 
Report •.••• 

see if expenditures had 
been made in accordance 
with the law; 

3) To determine. the 
reasonableness of the 
appropriations and expen
ditures. 

nowever, based upon the 
extensive investigation 
conducted by the Select 
Committee, the following 
factual findings were 
made. The committee report 
says: 

1) That the financial 
matters of the Legislature 
is the business of the 
Legislature and it should 
remain so without any 
requirement to report to 
anyone except to the mem
bers thereof. 

2) That there was NO 
illegal expenditure of 
public funds by the Presi
dent of the Mariana 
Islands District Legis
lature. 

3) That no evidence was 
found that any public 
funds were converted to 
the personal enrichment of 
the Legislative President. 

4) That the Mariana Is
lands District Legislature 
has not adopted any rules, 
regulations or guidelines 
on the disbursement of its 
funds. 

5) That since the esta
blishment of the Mariana 
Islands District Legisla
ture on January 7, 1963, 
more than 10 years ago, 
this is only the second 
time an audit of its trans 
actions has been conducted 

6) Because of the fail
ure of the TT Government 
to regularly and adequate
ly audit the Legislature 
the TT must bear equal res 
ponsibility for the pre
sent state of affairs. -·-~ .. -.,! 
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The Investigation report 
was signed by eight 
new elected legislatures, 
Ignacio T. Dela Cruz, 
Chairman, Lorenzo I. Guer
rero, Herman M. Manglona, 
Marcelino M. Manglona, 
Felixberto M. Ogo, Juan I. 
Mettao, Juan C. Diaz, and 
Manuel D. Muna, committee 
members. Their report was 
finalized, and sent to the 
District Administrator at 
the end of this month, 
with the following recom
dations: 

1) That the Trust Ter
ritory Government conttols 
for overtime be adopted 
for use by the Legisla
ture. 

2) That there shall be 
no t~ansfer of funds: If 
any transfer of funds be 
deemed necessary, it shall 
be done only during a 
Regular or Special Session 
of the Legislature. 

3) That procedures re
garding travel and per 
diem of the Trust Territo
ry Government be adopted 
for the official use of 
the Mariana Islands Dis
trict Legislature. 

4) Upon adoption of 
this report, all expendi
tures of Legislative funds 
shall be substantiated 
with vendor's receipts or 
invoices that show the 
date, amount, place except 
tips and taxi fares. 

Finally, the Select Com
mittee recommends that the 
Trust Territory Government 
audit the Mariana Islands 
District Legislature an
nually, and if this cannot 
be done, serious conside
ration should be given to 
the Legislature contract
ing with a private audit 
firm to examine its re
cords annually. 

CORAL REEF 
ENTERPRISES, INC. 
P.O.BOX 889 
AG.AN.A, GUAM. 
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'Jhe Master Plan for Tinian is the first major Islands 

Master Plan to be developed by the Administration Plan
ning staff. Where Saipan's and Rota's Master Plans 
were done by consultants, the Tinian Master Plan is be
ing done by the district planning office. 

This plan is about half finished and again because 
there is no Planning Commission, the DistAd's Represen
tative staff, thP. Mayor, and the Municipal Council are 
representing the people of Tinian while the plan is 
being developed. 

Tinian is faced with the possibility of substantial 
military development. About 1/3 of the island is in 
retention held by the U.S. Military and although nume
rous references have been made about military plans for 

, bases in Tinian, no definite plans have been published. 
The effect of a Military Base in Tinian will be consi
derable. Both the economy and social fabric of the 
island will change in direct proportion to the size of 
the base. The larger the base the greater the rise in 
the economy and the greater the change to the social 
features of the present society. The plan for Tinian 
is being developed as if there will be no great mili
tary development, but care is being taken in the loca
tion of various functions to see that they can be 
expanded easily if there is a sudden future rise in 
development. 

About 1/3 of Tinian is also under lease to Mr. Ken 
Jones who operates a cattle ranch on the islands. This 
leaves about 1/3 of the islands open to public develop
ment at the present. This area is sufficient for 
present and near future needs and the lease land and 
retention land form a natural reserve of future 
demands. 

Tinian's present economic base is agriculture, but 
the presence of a fine harbor gives it great opportuni
ties to develop an equally sound industrial base. 

This is supported by several industrial proposals 
which have already been made. The tourist potential of 
Tinian is relatively limited when compared to that of 
Saipan or Rota. Tinian will have to develop superifi
cial tourist attractions such as a dude ranch on the 
cattle ranges if it desires to attract tourists in any 
great numbers. 

Presently, the Tinian Master Plan makes provisions 
for the expansion of the village and agriculture areas. 
The development of industry on Tinian will require fur
ther study as to what types are desirable and as to a 
reasonable amount of industry to expect. 

Next week a look at Saipan. 
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Dear Edit~r, 

It will be really discouraging to see a seven-story. 
building at Micro Beach, b cause Micro Beach has been a 
recreation spot for the people of Saipan as well as 
contract empioyees and tou ists who are coming to 
Saipan. . " 

Therefore, I feel that a seven-~~ory hotel should not 
be built for i~ .. is ng.,t. on;y depri'ving the people of· 
Saipan but also · ';hfstroyin'g the natural looks· of Micro 
Beach. One good· example, the heach in Susupe where 
Royal Tag a Hotel is buil~. A long,• time ago, it was a 
Public Beach. Now the peop.J.e~of Saipan can no longer· 
swim there, because the'three-story hotel is already 
built on the beach. 

Micro Beach is a unique beach. I believe that it 
should be protected and be ·reserved for the recreation 
of the people of Saipa~ ~d not for the recreation of 
one hotel. In the future, Micro Beach will play an im
portant role for leisure time~of the people of Saipan .. 

It would be good if a seven-story hotel is built some 
place else but not at Micro BeachV·· There are some 
places where a seven-st~ .. .hot ~ ~an be built on 
Saipan. 

Sincerely yours, 
. ~;~· 

Da'.Tid C~ho 
UOG Student 
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The Congress of Micronesia finally went on record the 
other day in favor of Air · Micronesia for the Saipan 
Japan route. It has been a long struggle, with a lot 
of hours spent by the lawmakers on what is, in the 
final analysis, not a very important issue •. 

It is surprising in fact, how de,ply committed some 
people are to one ·or the other of the contenders for 
this route. Talking about Pan American or Air Mike as 
though they .can _do no· wrong, or as though they are 
somehow the world's best airline, is weird. Both of 
them are just companies. They both fly planes. They 
both will bring people from Japan to S.aipan. It is 
fine to have an opin"iBtt on the route case, but let's be 
·re~listic. It really doesn't make a hell of a lot of 
difference which airline flies the route except to 
those who work for the airline. 

One thing disturbs me, though, and that is the way 
the Congress action was ·reported in the· Paci.fie Daily 
News. A story in the Wednesday paper headlined '"Poli
tical Maneuvering," and a story the previous week by 
Dick Willimru;;, fn:plied that there was something under- f 

handed about, the way the ,resolution passed. I'm told 
Williams wrote both stories, although his byline only 
appeared' on one. His stor~es come close to being per
sonal attacks on Senator Andon Amaraich of Truk · the 
chairman of bf the Senate committee ~wbich' '·co~idered 
the. question. ' · 

I covered. all--:14 hours of _.!:lie last day's Congress 
session, and I didn't see Dick Williams th~e. I won
der how he can write stories bailed stri~tly. on heresay 
and second-hand evidence. And where dd~s he com~ off i 
impugning the motives of one of the 

0

h·a;dest-working, 
most capable ~ers of the Congress1 Williams is a 
lousy reporter if he thinks he can get a straight story. 
on something like this by remaining .~n ,qµ,am and making 
a couple of phone calls. He should have" known, better 
than to accept so completely the Pan Am side 'of an 
issue that obvio~ .. !:Y has more than one side to it. 

c:~··srAY is.AT THE I G li>'''Y':•:;::O'·· 
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Telling it like · • 
IS .... 

hy FRR,"!CISCO ULUDONG 

For many years and on numerous occasions, the people 
of Micronesia have met a wall of resistance from the · 
Administering Authority and the Trust Territory Admini
tration when our leaders in the Congress of Micronesia 
and the District Legislature make an attempt at gaining 
more self-government over our internal affairs. The 
refusal by the United States and the Trust Territory 
Administration to allow us more say in the conduct of 
our affairs only makes us feel more frustrated and 
bitter towards the United States. It is my strong be
lief that it is for our mutual interest to maintain 
good relations and that such overriding interest can 
only be sustained if the United States and its servants 
here in Micronesia will show a more flexible and adapt
ing attitude toward the governance of these islands. 

Many a time we are told that this or that cannot be 
done because it is against certain Presidential or Se
cretarial orders; or that it is in conflict with some 
policies of the Administering Authority; or it usurps 
the power and ·authority of the High Commissioner; or 
simply that it is not done in the United States, 
Hawaii, Guam, or American Samoa. This rigidity to 
stick to established orders, policies, powers, or prac
tices completely ignores the fact that Micronesia is 
not American and moreover, such rigidity and inflexibi
lity on the part of the United States and the Trust 
Territory Administration does not recognize the politi
cal change that is occuring in Micronesia. It is time 
for the Administering Authority and eEpecially its ci
tizens serving in Micronesia to re-assess the American 
role and place in Micronesia. Micronesia is not a 
small American town. It is not Hawaii, or Guam, or 
Am~-· ran Samoa. 

In fact, in most instances it may not be the Presi
dent of the United States, the Secretary of the 
Interior, nor the High Com.missioner who causes much ill 
feelings and irritation among the members of the Con
gress and the people of Micronesia. Ratherrit is the 
low--echelon staff of the Trust Territory Administration 
who speak on their behalf. In doing so they manifest a 
negative, often times paternalistic, disposition to the 
desires and wishes ~f ou~ people as expressed by the 
Congress and the district legislatures. When they pa
rade in front of the committees of the Congress and the 
legislatures, saying that we cannot do this or that be
cause of some orders, policies, or practices, I presume 
that for the most part they are actually speaking for 
themselves and not necessarily for the High Commis
sioner, the Secretary, or the President. This is all 
the more important why the High Commissioner must make 
sure that his staff do not presume to speak on his be
half when they are not. For example, the Office of the 
Attorney General, through its representatives, has ex
pressed before various committees of the Congress that 
the Executive Branch will not allow direct participa
tion by the Congress or the entire Trust Territory 
Government in economic development. To me, this posi
tion represents the p~rsonal views of the Attorney 
General himself, not necessarily the High Commissioner. 
On the contrary, if this pos~tion is actually the posi
tion of the High Commissioner, it is time that this 
policy be modified for the people of Micronesia have 
expressed through their leaders that the direct in
volvement by the government in economic development is 
desireable. 
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I would like to emphasize again that the maintenance 
of good, working relations between the United States 
and the people of Micronesia is to me of not only a mu
tual but overriding interest to both parties, and as 
such it dictates that the Administering Authority and 
its s~rvants in Micronesia adopt a more flexible and 
positive attitude towards o.ur efforts to achieve more 
self-government in Micronesia. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
In the recently concluded session of the Congress of 

Micronesia, I observed the government lawyers paired 
off with the lawyers from the Micronesian Legal Service 
Corporation. I am not a lawyer but seeing their repre
sentatives testified on the same subject, one cannot 
help but feel pitiful about mediocre shCJW' by the At
torney General's staff. The Congress opinion on b~th
a resolution securing the Attorney General and another 
co11U11ending the Legal Robinhoods for providing "impor
~ant and valuable services to the people of Microaesia 
who would not otherwise be able to obtain justice." 
The MLSC may be in for trouble if President Nixon goes 
through with his dismantling of OEO and the U.S. Con
gress does not come through with the money to keep the 
services alive. In that event, I think it behooves the 
Congress of Micronesia along with the district legisla
tures to provide the monetary support for the legal 
services program. 

• • • • 

•••••••••¥••••••¥••••' 
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as important as the schol
.arships we give to our 
children ••• " 

Silk said\ .the Congress 
has twice decided that it 
~annot approve the consti
tutional convention bill 
because it has no money. 
"I d 

SAIPAN--(MNS) Last Sep
tember at the close of 
the Congress of Microne
sian's special session in 
Ponape, when it was clear 
that three major bills re
lated to Micronesian's 
future political status 
would not pa~s, Senator 
Lazarus Salii of Palau 
prepared a statement indi
cating his dis~ppointment 
at this. 

The regular session of 
the Congress just con
cluded on Saipan also 
failed to pass the status 
bills proposed by Salii's 
Joint Committee on Future 
Status. This time, however · 
it was the comnittee's .co
chairman, Representative 
Ekpap Silk of the Mar
shalls, who publicly ex
pressed his concern. 

"The action taken by 
this Congress during this 
session on much important 
legislation has been a 
great disappointment to me 
and I am sure to the 
Micronesian people," Con
gressman Silk said in h).s 

statement, which he insert 
in the House Journal and 
made available to MNS. 

"We have talked and 
acted as if we are all 
sincere ••• " he continued. 
''We have acted as if we 
are one--united by a com
mon friendship determined 
to achieve a common goal. 
But, our action during 
this session makes me won
der whether we are truly 
united and whether our ob
jective is to organize the 
basic structure of our 
government so that our 
basic objective, which is 
the termination of the 
Trusteeship Agreement can 
be achieved." 

Silk spoke of the natu
ral differences that exist 
in Micronesia, saying that 
despite these the "best 
hope" of the people of the 
Trust Territory is "to 
live toget~er and do the 
best under ' the circum
stances." 

Upon noting the reason 
given for failure to act 
during this session to 
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pass the Micronesian con
stitutional convention 
bill, Silk said "money is 
not everything." Money 
was appropriated during 
the session for many other 
projects, but there was 
said to be none for the 
constitutional convention. 

"What good is a road to 
us if we are not at liber
ty to decide for ourselves 
how to use it?" asked 
Silk. "And what good is a 
Channel to us if we are 
not left alone to decide 
who can pass through it? 
What good is a boat to us 
if we cannot decide who 
should be on it and where 
it will go. 

"We refuse to spend 
money for the constitu
tional convention because 
we want to save money . 
The constitution we were 
planning to establish, 
Gentlemen, belongs to the 
peopl.e of .Micronesia, "the 

· Mars'h.allese lawmaker told 
'J:iis colleagues. "It is 

' just as important as the 
roads we propose to build. 
The constitution is just 

.. 
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won er, when ever are 
we going to have money? 
When Hell freezes over?" 
asked Silk. ''We must come 
to our senses and realize 
that it is costly to run a 
government such as ours. 
If we do not like it,. then 
change it. But let us not 
make excuses about la~k of 
money. Our problem f.s a 
man made problem, and as 
men we can change or im
prove it." 

Representative Silk con
cluded his remarks on a 
hopeful note, hopeful that 
fl f we can orget our differ-
ences and work together, 
as we have always done, 
for the conunon good of our 
people. They have elected 
us because they have trust 
in us; because we are cap
able of accepting compro
mises and forgetting our 
seemingly unattainable ob
jectives," said Congress
man Ekpap Silk. 
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MHSNews 
A graduate of the Uni

versity of Wisconsin, Mr. 
Chris Staab, arrived here 
last month to take part in 
a one-term teaching intern 
ship for the Department of 
English as a Second Lan
guage, for about 5 to 6 
months. 

He is teaching English 
• here to the sophomores, 

juniors and seniors. Mr. 
Staab holds a B.A. degree 
in philosophy and history 
from the University of 
Wisconsin, He will be de
parting Saipan in May or 
June. 

A new Photography Club 
was started early last 
month. The club is not 
accreadited. It is for 
the purpose of learning 
how to print and develop 
pictures. 

In enrolling, a student 
must pay a fee of $5.00 
and a teacher must pay 
$10.00. The money is 
being used to purchase 
photographic equipment 
such as cameras, films, 
developer and paper. 
Presently, there are only 

3 teachers and a student. 
• The members are: Mr. David 

Aldan, Mr. Jack Villagomez 
and Mrs . Paz· Younis, all 
teachers. The student is 
Terry Torres. 

Mr. Norman Quinn is the 
instructor and is also 
presently the advisor of 
the yearbook Class at MHS. 

A two hour Food Service 
Class is being· conducted 
at MHS for the purpose of 

and serving preparing for 
large numbers 
:and hoeitina too. 

of people, 

Miss Sylvaria Tudela 
teaches the Food Service 
Class at the Home Economic 
building. There are ten 
students. 

The class also sells 
lunches every Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday. 
Sample menu: 

Tuesday: 
• Chicken Cheese Soup - -25¢ 

Continued on ·page 10 
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CONT-AIRMIC. WINS SAIPAN 

SAIPAN--(MNS) After more 
than a year, countless 
hours of public hearings, 
debate, drafting of reso
lutions and assorted other 
activities, the Congress 
of Micronesia has finally 
and officially gone on re
cord favoring one of the 
airlines that · is seeking 
the Saipan to Japan route. 

The winner in this so
called battle of the 
airlines: Continental/Air 

· Micronesia. 
It was a long, hard 

battle. Last year in 
Palau, the Congress consi
dered measures that would 
have expressed their pre
ference for either Air 
Micronesia or Pan American 
World Airways, the other
major contender, and 
eventually the House of 
Representatives adopted 
the Pan Am resolution. But 
that measure failed to 
pass the Senate, ending up 
in a six-to-six tie vote. 

This year nothing was 
said about airlines during 
most of the session, but 
with a little more than a 
week remaining joint 
resolutions were again 
offered--two for Air 
Micronesia, one for Pan Aro 
and, surprise, a resolu
tion favoring Northwest 
Orient, which also seeks 
the route. 

A great deal has happen
ed since last year, 
including the initial pub
lic hearings on the case 
before the Civil Aeronau
tics Board. The Board's 
Bureau of Operating Rights 
recently recommended Pan 
Aro for the route, giving 
that airline the 11 first 
round. 11 

This all came ouc in the 
last week's hearings con
ducted by the Senate 
Committee on Judiciary and 
Governmental Operations, 
which ·again heard testi
mony from spokesmen for 
Pan Am and Air Hicronesia. 
No one from North~est 
Orient came to Saipan to 
testify. The committee, 
chaired by Senator Andon 

JAPAN ROUTE 
Amaraich (Truk) came out 
Monday with a ten-page 
report on the hearings. 

The key finding of the 
report was that, in the 
opinion of the committee, 
all other factors are in
conclusive in the route 
case except one, namely 
the basic question "which 
~irline will bring the 
most advantage to all of 
Micronesia? 11 The report 
then stated, ''It is clear 

'that there can hy only 
one answer to this 
question: Continental/Air 
Hicronesia. 11 

The committee said that, 
for Saipan, there "appears 
to be little difference as 
to which carrier is award
ed the route. Saipan will 
obtain a large number of 
tourists in any case .•• We 
recognize the desire of a 
number of the people of 
Saipan for service by Pan 
/1..merican," 1 the report con
tinues' 11 but believed that 
Continental/ Air t'4'icro
nesia, if not offering 
any great advantage, 
offers no great disadvan
tage, either." 

The deciding factor for 
the committee, then, be
crune which airline would 

• 

ore 

most benefit the rest of 
the districts of the Trust 
Territory of it BOt the 
route. On that hasis, 
since Air Micronesia 
serves all of the Trust 
Territory, the committee 
voted to favor that 
airline. The Senate Pent 
along, after a long de
bate, by what appeared to 
be a wide margin. The 
exact vote was not 1known 
though, because it was a 
voice vote. 

In the House, the debate 
was long and the final 
vote was taken hy secret 
ballot. The outcome was 
eleven in favor of the re
solution, seven against, 
with three spoiled 
ballots. It was clear 
that, in both the House 
and Senate, Air ~icronesia 
had picked up support 
since last year's session 
in Palau. 

The joint resolution 
will be sent to the Presi
dent of the U.S., who must 
make the final decision on 
the route case, and to the 
members of the Civil Aero
nautics Board, officials 
of the United Nations, the 
U. S. Government, and the 
airlines involved. 

• 
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BORJA SPEECH ... 
of our land resources, and 
education." 

He noted under the area 
of economic development 
bills which foster in
creased activity in marine 
resources, agriculture, 

'tourism and cottage in
dustries. And, he said he 
was "happy to see that 
this Congress gave wider 
recognition to the fact 
that any future form of 
political status will be 
useless without a viable 
economy in Micronesia." 

Concerning land :resour
ces development, Senator 
Borja noted the passage of 
bills to expand areas for 
homesteading for citizens 
of the Marianas and 
Ponape, and has passed a .. 
bill which changes from 
two years to three months 
the time allowed for deeds 
to be issued under home~ 
steading legislation. 
"This Congress must con
tinue to work toward in
suring that all of the 
lands including that held 
in trust by the govern
ment, is in fact returned 
to the pe(?ple," Borja 
said. 

The Marianas Senato,r 
also noted with pride the 
passage of scholarship 
support legislation and a 
bill to provide for assis
tance for s·chool feeding 
programs in the territory. 

Senator Botja remarked 
on the fact. that the 
Senate has considered im
portant future political 
status legislation, and he 
noted that he, as a Sena
tor from the Marianas, had 
nonetheless not opposed 
that constitutional con
vention bill. 

BLACK 
CONSTRUCTION 
• GENERAL 
CONTMCTOR 

EGUIPMl!NT~ 
* RENTAL 

TEL. 8197 
P.O. Po;,: 5'+5 l 

SAIPAN M . . 
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JOINT CQ\1MITTEE ON FUTURE STATUS 
IS SOLE AUTHORITY 

t 
' • 

SAIPAN--(MNS) The House 
of Representatives of the 
Congress of Micronesii

1 

addopted a Senate Joint 
Resolution early T:uesd.iy 
morning (Feb. 27) that 
would express the sense of 
the Congress that the 
Joint Committee on Future 
Status ''is· the "s~le'' au
thority to conduct the 
negotiations on future 
status for all six dis- . 
tricts of the Trust 
Territory. The measure is 
aimed at the separate sta
tus talks now under way 
between the U.S. and ~the 
Mariana Islands District. 

As it turned out, the 
reso'lution was just about 
the only item of legisla
tion proposed on future 
political status which. 
received approval this 
session •. Another joint 
resolution, which would 
have directed 'the Joint 
Committee on Future Status 
to draft a constitution 
for Hicronesia this year, 
was adopted in the Senate 
after a great deal of de
bate and maneuvering, but 
it never came to the floor 
in the House. 

The latter measure was, 
ironically, opposed by the 

' .I " 

for rent 

Chairman of the Joint Com
mittee, Senator Lazarus 
Salii (Palau). ''There are 
ti'.m~s when it is better to 
ao nothing," he said dur
ing debate on the measure, 
and he clearly felt this 
was one of those times. 
His ·commihee's bill to 
set up a Micronesian 
constitutional , convention 
failed to win Ho4se appro
val, with the resolution 
offered as a sort of 
compromise. But Salii felt 
it was not a good compro
mise, and argued against 
its adoption. 

15erfator Amata Kabua 
(Marshalls) led the fight 
for adoption of the reso
lution, saying the draft 
constitution would be a 
good "test ballon" to shop 
around through the dis
tricts sounding out pbulic 
opinion on it. Senator 
Andon Amaraich argued, 
however, that his Judici
ary and Governmental 
Operations Committee had 
deliberately tried to 
keep the Joint Committee 
on Future Status out 
of direct involvement 
with the drafting of a 
constitution nThey are 
negotiating with the 

e APARTMENTS~~ 

eCARS 
•• 11~1~1,s . .. 

-~;~~ .: •', ... ~ 
' ~Jf.i..;:'..·:,..,,'# 

United States for the en<l 
of the Trusteeship," the 
Truk Senator '~~id, "and 
s!,ou] d be left to concen
trate on this.•· 

The ~enate's original 
action on t,he joint reso- ,. 
lution was\ to file it. 
Bub · a few ·::hours later, 

I I, 
S.enator Kabua moved to re- 1 

consi<ier and was upheld. 
Following considerable de
bate, the measure passed 
by a narrow, seven to five 
vote. It died, however, 
in the House later Tuesday 
morning, apparently be
cause funds for the 
committee's work on th~ 
constitution had not been 

·included in the Congress 
operating budget. 

The House got into its 
status debate over the... i ·:: 
"sense of the Congress" 1 •, 

resolution. The measure 
was opposed by the members 
from the Marianas, as 
could be expected. But 
Marshallese Congressman 
Charles Donmick also spoke 
strongly, against it. He 
argued that the Congress 
cannot t!'e down the other 
districts it they want 
separate status. The 
measure eventually was· 
adopted, but only by a 
margin of 13 to 8, 

,.,. 

. .. !:, 

. ~. ' 
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ow. 
tnore flights for travelers, 

m.ore space for air shippers . 
A new purchase of 7 2 7 aircraft has doubled the jet fleet of 

Continental/ Air Micronesia. We now offer seats for 77 more 
passengers and room for 10,000 additional pounds of Jetfreight. 

This greatly increases the already efficient air servjce to all 
districts of the Trust Territory and to Guam. We think it will be 

valuable to the vitality of the area and its development. 

New increased weekly round-trip service: 

3 jets between Honolulu and Majuro 

4 jets between Majuro and Guam (via Kwajalein, Ponape and Truk) 

17 jets & 7 DC-6s between_ Guam and Saipan 

5 jets between Guam and Koror (via Yap) 

If you've already made reservations for travel after December 15, 
call your nearest Air Micronesia office for the new schedule. 

If you have not yet used our service, it may be time to check on 
its advantag~s to your business or personal affairs. 

= CONTINENTAL AIRLINES 
AIR MICRONESIA &a: 



MHS News .. . 
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B& J 
REFREC.IRATION 
OF MICRONESIA 

INC. 
SALE , SERVICE 
AND REPAIR Of: 
AIR CONDITIONERS 
CALL~ 3105 

AMERICA'S FINEST - GUAM'S 
FAVORITE POWER MOWER 

CHOOSE 

FROM 

TEN 

MODELS 

$10 DOWN - 10 MONTHS 

6 Months Wa rrant y 
Complete Parts and Service 

MARIANAS 
BOATS I OTORS 

(AT BUTLER'S) Sinajana 

772-2274 
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