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COMMONWEALTH STATUS A SURE THING? 
The first official word to come 

out of this week's closed-door 
Marianas status talks was thiJ.t a 
preliminary agreement has been 
reached on a commonwealth arrange
ment. 

DLG. Pangelinan and Ambassador 
Frapklin Haydn Williams, chairmen 
of the Marianas and American dele
gations to the talks, it was 
explained that the commonwealth 
relationship discussed would vest 
sovereignty over the Marianas in 
the United States Government under 

a territorial relationship and 
permit maximum Marianas control 
over local affairs. 

In a press release issued joint
ly on Wednesday by Senator Edward 

i, 

FROM 
SATAWAL 

TO 
SAIPAN 

BY THE STARS 
Story on page 8 

Goodbye Dust, He I 
Say goodbye to the dust

--some of it. 
The asphalt trucks will 

be coming soon to pave 
over major dusty roads in 
Chalan Kanoa, Susupe and 
San Jose. 

This Monday the Saipan. 
Road1 and Streets Study 
Committee reconnnended to 
the District Administrator 
and Mayor that 2.44 miles 
of roads in these villages 
be paved. 

Work could start before 
the end of June. Texas 
Road ~n Chalan Kanoa and 
Su~upe will be the first 

target. 
The most.heavily travel

ed roads were picked in 
order to eliminate the 
most dust. Paving these 
roads should also have the 
effect of diverting traf
fic from Beach Road. 

The paving program is 
being administered by the 
District Public Works and 
Planning Departments and 
the Municipal Administra
tion. 

Additional roads have 
been earmarked for paving 
as part of the long-term 
plan to rid Saipan of most 

,I 

This would be accomplished under 
a locally drafted, locally approv
ed constitution providing for a 
bill of rights, separation of 

Asphalt 
of its dusty unpaved 
roads. There is money in 
the fund to cover. about 
another one and a half 
miles of roads by the end 
of this year or the be
ginning of the next. This 
work, howeyer, cannot be 
started befo·re waterlines 
are laid on the designated 
roads. 

After that phase of the 
paving plan is carried 

~ out, more ·money will be 
needed to begin paving 
some of the island's 
secoudary' roads. Because 

Continued on.page 6 

Continued on page 9 

Moon 
Men 

om1ng 
SAIPAN (MNS) -- Apollo 

17 astronauts Eugene A. 
Ceman, Ronald E. Evans 
and Harrison H. Schmitt 
will visit Saipan and Ma
juro late next month as 
part of a worldwide good
will tour annotmced in 
Washington by President 
Richard Nixon. 

The three astronauts are 
scheduled to be on Saipan 
June 29 to July 1, and on 
Majuro for several hours 
later on July 1. 

They will be travelling 
by special military air-
craft. ' 

In announcing thz trip, 
President Nixon said the 
tour, like previous over
seas tours of American 
astronauts, will be a Pre
sidential goodwill mission 
in the "Spirit of Apollo." 
The astronauts will share 
their findings of the 
Apollo mission with the 
scientific connnunities of· 
the countries visited and, 

Continued on page g 
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Faces In An Old Crowd: Any You Know? 

~ecil Wiliiams, now of Horse Cave, Kentucky, landed o~ 
Saipan 1i.1ith the 165th Infantry in 1944. "Somewher• 
about the center of the island, we found this house, 
bombed, everything scattered to the winds. I picked up 
a box ~f family pictures, put them in my trunk, and 
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brought them home with me." Three of these lost and 
found photographs are shown here, and Mr. Williams 
wants to return all of them to their rightful owner. If 
you know to whom they belong, please write to Mr. Wil
liams at Box 37, Horse Cave, Kentucky, or let us know 
at the Marianas Variety. 

TRAINING PROGRAM OFFERED 
The Community College of 

Micronesia and the Ponape 
Agriculture and Trade 
School are offering a 
Teacher Training Program 
in Vocational Education. 

Reginning in 0ctober 
1973, the program will be 
held in Ponape. 

Applicants may choose 
either a one-year course 
leading to a 1-ertificate 
or a two-year course lead
ing to an Associate of 
Science degree. 

Applicants must meet the 

Bl.ACK 
CONST UCTION 
• GENERAL 
CONTRACTOR 

EGUIPM!NT 
* RENTAL 

TEL. 8197 
P.O. POX Slf-5 

SAIPAN M.I. 

following requirements: 
They must be over 17 years 
of age, have a hiph school 
diploma or equivalent, 
have some experience or 
training in either mechan
ics, construction or agri
culture and have a desire 
to hecome a teacher. 

For applications and 
further information, con
tact the District Director 
of Education or tqe Dis
trict Vocational Edbcation 
Supervisor as soon 'as pos
sible. 

SAi-SHiP 
CARGO & PASSENGERS 
SERVICE IN THE MARIANAS 

& 

MAZDA DEALER 
(ROTARY ENGINE) 

ALSO SALES 
AIR CONDITIONERS AND 
REFRIGERATORS. 
REPAIR SHOP & SERVICES 
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--Palauan stabs .Chamorro 
accilsed in· shooting MORE BUSINESS HOPEFULLE 

In a seeming retaliation 
r the April 25 shooting 

eath of a Palauan woman, 
a Palauan man on Monday 
was charged with stabbing 

ne of the two Chamorro 
en accused of the shoot
ng. 
Julius L. Echang, 23, 

ias arrested and charged 
with assault and battery 
with a dangerous weapon 
about noon shortly after 
he allegedly attacked 
Vicente Taitano outside 
the Town House store. 

Taitano is out on bail 
pending trial in the 
shooting case. Trial has 
been set for May 29, al
though efforts are being 
made to obtain a contin
uance to delay the start 
of the trial. 

Taitano was taken to Dr. 
Torres hospital for treat
ment of a stab wound in 
the chest. 

At 3:00 Monday after
noon, Judge Sonoda of the 
District Court set bail 
for Echang at $500, unse
cured. Echang was unable 
to post bond, so he is in 
jail awaiting trail. 

Trial in this case was 

set for June 1 at 8: 30 · 
a.m. 

Because the stabbing 
case has "direct bearing 
on the previous case," 
said Judge Sonoda, the 
high bail was "the most 
appropriate under the cir-, 
cumstances." 

The prosecutor had 
sought $1,000 bail. 

Jose A. Tenorio of the 
Public Defender's Office, 
actirig as counsel for 
Echang, contended that the 
defendant should be re
leasea on bail as a right, 
given the comparatively 
minor charge against him. 

Echang; who is employed 
at the Continental Hotel 
construction site, lives 
in San Antonio Village. 
The night the Palauan wom
an was killed, a fight 
took place at the hotel 
site between several Cha
morros and Palauans from 
San Antonio. 

The Public Defender's 
Office was previously re
presenting Taitano, ·and is 
continuing as counsel for 
the second accused in the 
shooting, Jose M. Torres. 

During the past two 
weeks, four non-TT firms 
have· applied for foreign 
business permits enabling 
tpem to operate in the 
Marianas District. 

'Applicants include an 
attorney, a life insurance 
company, a broadcasting 
station and cable TV oper
ation and an architectural 
and real estate concern. 

Guam attorney Edwin K.W. 
Ching is seeking a permit 
to open a branch legal of
fice on Saipan. At pres
ent there is only one 
other private attorney on 
Saipan, William B. Nabors. 

The Pacific Guardian 
Life Insurance Company of 
Honolulu also wants to 
open an office on Saipan 
to serve the entire dis
trict. The company al
ready has a general agent 
on Guam, George T. Tamura. 

Last week, the Microne
sian Broadcasting Corpora
tion asked for a permit to 
construct and operate a 
1,000 watt commerical AM 
radio station, a 250 watt 
FM station and a community 
antenna cable TV system. 

The corporation already 
operates WSZE-TV on Sai-

pan, the TT's only televi
sion station. At the same 
time that it seeks to div
ersify its broadcasting 
services, MBC asked for a 
10-year renewal of the 
permit for the TV station. 

(Another company, headed 
by Lee Holmes of Guam, 
submitted an application 
for a TT-wide cable TV 
system several weeks ago. 
The MBC proposal involves 
only Saipan.) 

The fourth permit, sub
mitted by the Hawaii firm 
of Alfred A. Yee and As
sociates, is for a busi
ness offering design, 
engineering and architec
tural services. The com
pany would also like to 
develop a tract of land in 
the Sadog Tase area of 
Saipan as an industrial 
estate, to include ware
houses, an apartment comp
lex and a shopping center. 

All the applications, 
which are received by the 
Economic Development Divi
sion of the TT Department 
of Resources and Develop
ment, will be forwarded to 
the Marianas District Eco
nomic Development Board 
for public hearings and 
recommend at ions. 

Appeal hearing opens in Continental Hotel case 
Attorneys for 10 Saipan 

residents who oppose con
structtoh of the Continen
tal Uotel at Micro Beach 
flew to San Francisco last 
week to plead their cli
ents' case before the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the 
Ninth Circuit. 

Edward King and Samuel 
Withers, III, of the Mi
cronesian Legal Services 
Corporation were expected 
to return to Saipan this 
Friday after the appeal 
hearing was concluded. 

The appeal was taken 
several weeks ago follow
ing the March 20 dismissal 
of the hotel opponents' 
suit by the federal dis
trict court in Hawaii. 
The district court judge 
also denied two requests 
for injunctions to stop 

further construction on 
the hotel pending the out
come of the original suit 
and the appeal. 

In the landmark case, 
the plaintiffs have sought 
to have the courts clarify 

NOTICE 

such major issues as whe
ther the National Environ
mental Policy and Adminis
trative Procedure Acts 
apply to the Trust Terri
tory government, and what 
rights tif redress against 

TO ALL SHAREHOLDERS OF THE 

UNITED MICRONESIA DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION 
THE SEVENTH ANNUAL SHAREI-OLDERS MEETING OF THE 
UNITED MICRONESIA DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION W.JLL 
BE HELD AT YAP, WESTERN CAROLINE ISLANDS ON 
JUNE 16, 1973 AT 7 :30 PM ALL lJ,IDA SHAREHOLDERS 
ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO AITTND, FOR MORE 
INFORMATION WRITE 

lJvIDA, BOX 238, SAIPAN, M. I, 96~50 
OR CALL · TEL, NO, 6440. 

official actions Microne
sians have under the 
Trusteeship Agreement. 

While the legal issues 
are argued in court, the 
hotel is taking indentifi
able shape at Micro Beach
-making the points of 
law, in the present case 
at least, more moot by the 
day. 
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MICRONESIAN STUDENTS AND GU.AM'S IM'1IGRATI0N POLICIES 

Dear Editor: 

We are writing to you as a group of concerned stu
dents regarding the new Immigration Policies concerning 
I-20 and I-538 policies issued by the Government of 
Guam on February 16, 1973. Copies of these policies 
are enclosed. We feel that the new I-20 policy, and 
the work restrictions in the I-538 policy are objec
tionable on several levels. They seriously restrict 
freedorrs of n~arly 500 Micronesian students who attend 
school on Guam. 

First we feel that the local I-20 policy is discrimi
natory against Micrones~an· students. Perhaps it was 
not intended this way, but that is how it is now func
tioning. 

Second , we question whether I-20 should really apply 
to Micronesians at all. We feel that the local policy 
is contrary to the spirit of the terms of the United 
States Trusteeship Agreement with the Trust Territory 
of the Pacific Islands. Third, the financial and trav
el restrictions in these policies are unfair to Micro
nesian students at the University of Guam. 

This policy affects Micronesian students in all areas 
of their lives: socially, politically, culturally, 
economically and educationally. Illustrations of some 
of the problems in these areas are as follows: 

Educationally: A sociology class here at the Univer
sity of Guam had planned a field trip to Micronesia. 
Micronesian students in the class. were going to act as 
guides and interpreters. They could not go because of 
the travel restriction in the new 1-20 policy. 

Financially: The new I-20 and I-538 work restric-
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tions severely affect Micronesian students. Because of 
tightening up procedures, Micronesian students cannot 
hope to go to school unless they have over $3,000.00 
cash money available. As you may be aware, the living 
style and standard in Micronesia is largely a subsis
tence economy. The number of students with that kind 
of money is extremely limited. The future of higher 
education for Micronesians is in serious jeopardy. 

Micronesians are eligible for several federal finan
cial aid programs, however, the University has not yet 
extended itself to utilize these programs and make them 
available to the eligible students. 

Socially and personally: The travel restrictions 
radically affect the lives of students and their fami
lies. ·Married students may only visit their wives and 
families at limited and specific times during the year. 

Politically: The effects of this policy are of a 
crisis nature. As you probably know, Micronesia is 
participating in status talks with the United States 
Government. Most of the adult population of the 
islands are not aware of the significance and meaning 
of the different political routes available for the fu
ture of their country. The follege students, having 
been exposed to the government and political courses' in 
an American university, feel a responsibility,and ' de
sire to extend their political knowledge and awareness 
to their relatives, so that all can participat~ in the 
political determination of their country. The travel 
restrictions make this nearly impossible. 

Culturally: The new policy restricts travel only to 
Easter and Christmas holidays. This discriminates 
against traditional celebrations such as the village 
and district feasts and fiestas. 

In sum, we feel that these new policies discriminate 
against the Micronesian students at the University of 
Guam. Furthermore, we feel that the new restrictions 
violate the spirit of the Trusteeship Agreement. 

• 

DINO JONES 

----------111,n• 
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LET'S IMPROVE THE HEALTH OF MICRONESIA 

This is a true story of a friend of mine working at 
one of the stores on Saipan. 

His title is "general helper." He starts working at 
8 in the morning until 5 late in the af,ernoon with an 
hour break at noon for lunch. 'He memorizes what to do 
while the boss is still in bed. He starts the hot and 
hard day's work carrying boxes and cases from the store 
room into the store to fill up empty shelves which 
bring profit not for him, but for his boss. Sometimes 
he drives the car to bring commodities from the Sai
Ship Company and delivers some of them to the small re
tail stores, making extra profit again for his boss. 

His boss doesn't believe in providing sick and annual 
leave for his employees. It is a must for this "gener
al helper" to work six and somethimes seven days a week 
except when he is hospital ized. He is also responsible 
for keeping the store's surroundings clean and neat ' so 
the Public Helath Depar~ment won't close up the store. 
My ftiend never forgets to pocket a handkerchief to 
wipe off the sweat produced by driving, carrying and 
sweeping in the sun while getting only 75 cents an 
hour. 

Here is a true conversation ·about two businessmen. 
One is Mr. P. (psychotic) and the other is Mr. N. 
(neurotic) • 

Mr. N.: What did ynu tell that man just now? 
Mr. p.: I told him to work faster! 
Mr. N.: How much do you pay him? 
Mr. p.: $6 a day! 
Mr. N.: Where do you get the money to pay him? 
Mr. p.: I sell products! 
Mr. N.: Who makes the products? 
Mr. ~. : He does! 
Mr. N.: Then instead of you paying him, he pays you 

$12 a day to tell him to work faster! 
Mr. p.: Huh! Well, I own the machines• 
Mr. N •: How did you get the machines? 
Mr. P.: I sold products and purchased them, 
Mr. N.: And who made those products? 
Mr. p.: Shut up, he might hear you! 

Equal pay for equal work doesn't mean only to get 
higher pay and become a high-class person, but it also 
means a decrease of patients at the hospital. We know 
that an excess of output (energy) and less of intake 
(food) creates either physical o~ psychological prob
lans. 

Let us all try to improve the health standards of Mi
cronesia by considering not only your health, but the 
health of others as well. I wish Dr. Kaipat would pro
vide the public with the psychological effects of ex
cess output and less intake since he is the Chief of 
the Mental Health Department on Saipan. Also, I wish 
the law-making bodies will take this matter into consi
deration and find some means of providing private em
ployees with annual and sick leave. 

E. J • 
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SOMETIME THIS SUMMER the French will explode one or 
more powerful nuclear weapons at their test range in 
the Tuamotu Islands, south and east of Tahiti. Mururoa 
is scheduled to be the site of the first test. It is 
an atoll already scarred by previous tests, with a his
tory not unlike that of Eniwetok or Bikini. 

Strangely, while most of the rest of the Pacific 
world is vigorously protesting this year's resumption 
of nuclear testing by France, Micronesia has been 
silent. That's strange because you would think that, 
given the sad experience of the Marshallese with atomic 
tests, they would be among the first to protest, Cer
tainly the world does not need another Rongelap. 

The French argue that their tests will be "clean." 
It is indeed likely that they will be relatively clean
er than the dirty devices the U.S. touched off in the 
Marshalls back when nuclear technology was in its in
fancy. Yet one can hardly imagine a really "clean" 
bomb. The Australians have determined that their 

. environment has been contaminated by previous French 
tests. This was clearly established by a series of re
ports from three scientific committees, they say. 
Thyroid abnormalities, leukemia and other medical prob
lems could' result from the fallout over Australia. The 
New Zealanders are similarly worried. i<'ittingly, these 
two countries are leading the battle against the French 
testing . 

Australia's Prime Minister, Gough Whitlam, is quoted 
in Newsweek as saying: "If there is nothing wrong with 
the tests, why don't the French save some money and 
hold them in Corsica?" Good question. One can only 
imagine what the Tahitians might be thinking about the 
tests. The French-controlled Tahiti press doesn't give 
much of a clue. 

If there have been any offic±al protests emanating 
from Micronesia I am not aware of them. The Congress 
of Micronesia had before it a resolution of protest, 
but it didn't pass. If there have been any district 
legislature eJCpressions of opposition to the testing, 
they weren't very widely publicized. Certainly the 
u. S. isn't doing much to oppose the tests. 

Yet the whole unfortunate history of the Marshalls 
atomic testing period is one long cry of protest. To 
read the recent report of the Joint Committee on Rong
elap and Utirik is to experience in a small way the 
agony, the uncertainty, the fear that are the legacies 
of the testing for this small group of people. Only 
slightly less disheartening is the whole relocation 
story of the people of Bikini and Eniwetok. 

If there is any lesson at all in this history it is 
that the atmosp!ieric testing of nuclear weapons must 
stop. Most of the civilized countries of the world 
agree. Micronesia ought to lead the way in telling 
France that her nuclear tests can no longer be 
tolerated. 

FOR SALE 
ELECTRIC AUT<Jv1ATIC ZIGZAG SINGER SEWING MACHINE, 
ALL ACCESSORIES, MANUAL AND TABLE $ 325.00 
OR BEST OFFER,· SEE IT AT No. 25 NAVY HILL 
AFTER 4; p.m. OR ANY TIME ON WEEKENDS, 
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Road Paving ... 
of the current tight bud
get situation at TT 
headquarters, the funds 
ost likely will have to 

come from the District or 
Municipal legislatures. 

The current road paving 
program began with 

Continued from page 1 

$300,000 -- $250,000 from 
the Saipan trust fund for 
roads, and $50,000 appro
priated by the Congress of 

Micronesia during its 
Palau session last year. 

Of this, about $150, 0')0 
remains to cover the 
second phase of work sche
duled to begin in June and 
the third phase after the 
waterline work is com-
pleted. 

The first phase brought 
paved roads to San Roque, 
Tanapag, Garapan and San 
Antonio. 

Under the original 
plans, 30 to 40 percent of 
the island's roads were 
marked for paving, and 
this estimate is being 
met. 

Long-range projections, 
explains District Planning 
Officer Tom Sheehan, call 
for turning some unpaved 
back alley$ into play
grounds for children. 

Asphalt for the roads 
t ! project is coming from the 

i ~ Dillingham Construction 

i 

C0mpany. The Municipal 
------12 

--- to be paved in June Administration and Dis-
g ••• after waterlines trict Public Works will be 
> (Beach Rd. is already paved) 
~ [1)j providing the graders and 
~ bulldozers and other heavy 

- I
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1 73 Ford Mustang! 
It i es an hand es 
ev b t r than it loo . s. 
Try it out now. 

FORGED ALUMINUM WHEELS 
New super sporty with the look and feel of 
p tormance 

SEE KELLY ADA FOR A NEW CAR DEAL TEL. 6448 

Mustang Hardtop 

1v1ustang Grande 

Lisfening better 
Building better 
Thats Foret .. 
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From Satawal To Saipan, By The Stars 
By DIANE MADDEX 

They came in two boats, 
outriggers liYe their 
grandfathers used to sail, 
and their grandfathers be
fore that. 

Six hundred miles across 
the Pacific Ocean, with 
only the stars and moon to 
guide them by night, and 
the sun, the currents, the 
birds anJ even the fish by 
day. 

Eleven ner who set sail 
on !'ay 8 from Sata1-1al in 
the Outer Islands of Yap 
glided intc the lagoon off 
District 4 in Chalan r~anoa 
at sunset on Friday, Hay 
18 Their boats were the 
"Mei School" and the "I am 
Sorry.'' 

But the seafarers had 
nothing to be sorry about. 

They accomplished what 
they set out to do: to 
prove that their Chief 
Aghrub had, in 1810, 
sailed to Saipan by the 
same route, in the same 

1 ·type of boa ts, his only 
navigation the same that 
they used. Through chants 
and traditions handed down 
through the generations, 

Captain Repuanglug 

they knew the stars he 
followed. 

Unlike three years ago, 
when a similar crew in "I 
am Sorry" came partly on 
political business, this 
time there was no pressing 
business to conduct on 
Saipan -- only a proud re
affirmation of their cul
ture and their ability, in 
this day of radar and 
atomic power, to live by 
the sea and the sky. That 
they happened to land dur-

ing the current Harianas 
political status talks in 
no way detracts from the 
purely historical and cul
tural nature of their voy
age, we were told. 

If there could be said 
to have been one small ,-

matter of business that 
brought the men here, it 
was a small boat. A rep
lica of their boats, and 
of Chief Aghrub 's, it will 
be left with the Carolin
ian community of Saipan as 
a memorial to the Chief's 
voyage. The Chief, who is 
already memorialized 6n 
tiny Hanagaha Island in 
Saipan's lagoon, sailed 
here to settle with his 
people at a time when the 
Chamorro population had 
been taken to Guam by the 
Spanish. 

A pilgrimage to Hanagaha 
was planned, but the 11 
were to go -- not on "Mei 
School" and "I am Sorry"-
but on either the M boat 
or some other motor 
launch. Incongruous? Well, 
maybe a little. But these 
are practical men, and 
they know that it is 
quicker to give in to mo
torization than to wait 
for the right wind to 
guide their sails for the 
short distance to the is
land. 

The wind, or lack of it, 
is why the trip from Sata
wal to Saipan was post
poned from April to May. 
(Bad weather last year 
forced another Saipan 
bound outrigger to turn 
back after reaching only 
the first island 47 miles 
from their home.) 

In spite of the relative 
calm, the boats covered 
the 600 miles in only four 
nights of sailing. Stop
overs along the way 
lengthened the trip. The 
traditional time for the 
journey is nine nights. 
The new canoes are faster, 
and the men were able to 
set a straight course, ra
ther than zigzag to catch 
the breezes. 

Both carved whole out of 
breadfruit trees, "I am 

The men and their boats 

Sorry" is seven years old, 
"Mei School" a youthful 
four. The v-shaped prows 
fore and aft on each are 
not merely decorative. 
They are view-finders, or 
star-finders, important 
aids to navigation. 

When asked how they man
aged, in the dark, to 
maneuver the dangerous 
reefs and channels en 
route, where shipwrecks 
testify to the treachery, 
the Satawal travelers re
plied: "There is a star 
for every channel." 

In the navigational sys
tem they began memorizing 
as boys, there are 32 
major guiding stars. The 
system used by the Satawal 
sailors is unique to the 
Outer Islands all the way 
east to Ulithi, and could 
take them to Hawaii or to 
Japan, if they wanted to 
go there. 

Out on the sea even the 
fish serve for more than 
mere sustenance. If the 
men should by mistake 
catch one of their guiding 
fish, the "friend" is im
mediately thrown back, on
to the "navigational 
chart." 

The story of the journey 
from Satawal to Saipan 
tells of how the system of 
nature prevails. But more 
than that, it is the peo
ple who use this knowl
edge who make it prevail. 
And out of all the natural 
elements brought into fo-

cushy this voyare, it is 
the nen Pho Made the 
heats, who sailed them hy 
the stars, who capture 
our imagination and awe. 

As they gathered to meet 
us this week (with T'r. 
Benusto R. Kaipat serving 
as translator and local 
organizer of the "event"), 
the men were traditionally 
dressed in bright colored 
thus: red, royal blue, 

Captain Otoligh 
green. Some bore tatoos, 
some had pierced ears. A
long with their crosses on 
chains, shiny wristwatches 
glistened in the sun -- a 
sole concession, it seems, 
to ways of the modern 
world. (A slight addi
tional concession, we 
found out, is that they do 
on occasion use a motor 
boat on Satawa!; because 
the field trip's shipment 

Continued on page 9 

.... 
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Status ... 
Continued from page 1 · 

power s and a chief execu
t ive elected by the 
people. 

The negotiators also 
reached the following ten
t ative understandings: 

Responsibility for 
defense and foreign af
f airs wi l l rest with the 
U.S. Government, although 
it will welcome the advice 
of the Marianas on inter
national matters directly 
affecting the islands. 

, The nature of the 
Mar ianas' representation 
in Washington will be 
explored in a conunon ap
proach to the U.S. Con
gress. 

The Marianas will 
have the right to estab
lish local courts for 
purely local matters, 
although the judicial sys
tems of the Marianas and 
the U.S. will be compa
tible and consistent with 
federal law. 

The U.S. will support 
the Marianas' membersh:f:p 
in regional or interna
tional organizations con
cerned with economic, 

Astronauts ... 
Continued from page 1 

where appropriate, will 
also address university 
audiences. Through such 
goodwill tours the U.S. 
has sought to share space 
knowledge with other na
tions and to promote 
peaceful space exploration 

In addition to Microne
sia, astronauts Cernan, 
Evans and Schmitt will vi
sit Senegal, Niger, Nige
ria, Cameroon , Pakistan, 
Ind·ia, Singapore, Indone
sia, the Philippines and 
Fiji during their trip, 
They will be accompanied 
by Mrs. Ceman and Mrs, 
Evans (astronaut Schmitt 
is a bachelor), 

Apollo 17 was the most 
r ecent moon mission in the 
United States program of 
space exploration, and in
cluded a landing on the 

_. surface of the moon • 

• 
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cultural or comparable 
areas of interest that 
permit representation from 
constituent parts of a 
political family. 

The two delegations 
agreed that further joint 
study is necessary on the 
applicability of specific 
U.S. laws to the Marianas; 
the precise extent of 
self-government to be 
exercised by the Marianas 
under the U.S. Constitu
tion and relevant federal 
legislation; and the 
status to be accorded 
those residents of the 
Marianas who might not 
wish to become .American 
citizens. 

Subpanels of attorneys 
from the two delegations 
have already begun ex
ploration of these techni
cal matters, said the 
chairmen, and they will 
continue their delibera
tions during the course of 
the present talks an~ then 
in Washington. 

Rather than working out 
the precise language of a 
status agreement, the 
negotiators' main effort 
at this early stage of 
deliberations has been.to 
highlight area& of tenta
tive agreement and to 
identify technical ques
tions requiring futher 
study and discussion. 

It is reported that the 
two chairmen are very 
pleased wit; the progress 
of the talks and the "con
siderable degree of under
standing on the fundamen
tals of the political 
relationship." T h i s 
mutual understanding, they 
said, "provides an excel
lent foundation for a 
subsequent instrument of 
agreement." 

The two officials also 
noted that the area of 
understanding on the basic 
structure of the political 
relationship is suffi
ciently broad to warrant 
the delegations .' moving 
now to consideration of 
such other major agenda 
items as economics and 
finance, land and transi
tion. 

No specific mention was 
made of Ttnian, or of how 
much longer the present 
round of talks will last. 

Fr Satawal ... 
Conti1 ~Pd from page 8 

of gas and oil to run them 
is never a sure thing, 
however, they prefer their 
man-powered canoes. ) 

Far from publici ty or 
camera-shy, they joked and 
posed with ease, confident 
that what they had done 
deserved every bit of at
tention they were getting, 

Of the 11 sailors , four 
are young men (graduates 
of the Outer Islands High 
School) who came along to 
gather the knowledge from 
their elders, to pass it 
on eventually to the next 
generation. Capta in 
Repuanglug, navigator for 
"I am Sorry," is the only 
one of the 11 to have made 
t he journey before , the 
first time it was t ried 
about three years ago. As 
soon as Repuanglug's son, 
who attends the University 
of Guam, was notif ie·d that 
his father's outrigger had 
come ashore, the son 
hopped a plane for Saipan. 
So much for the vagaries 

You on}} go around once in life. 
So reach for all the gusto you can. 
Even in the beer you drink. 
Why settle for les~? 

of transportation, 1973. 
While they were here, 

the men were not idle, 
They were the star attrac
t i ons of a feast given by 
the Carolinian community 
last Sunday, met t he May
or, the District Admi ni s
trator and the High Com
missioner, and Repuangl ug 
and his navigating count
erpart on ''Mei School, 11 

Otoligh, found time to 
file war claims with the 
Micronesian Claims Commis
sion. 

"We think Saipan is 
beautiful , " they said. 
It's bigger, more eleva
ted, has better soil and 
is more populated t han 
Satawa!. 

But every ~orning, t hey 
got up at dawn, to s earch 
the sky, "mysteriously , 
without telling me what 
th.?y see," said Dr. Kai
pat. So, if today you go 
to find the men and s ee no 
ancient looking outriggers 
anchored in the lagoon by 
the Carolinian community 
hall, you will know that 
they found what they were 
looking for. 

When you're out of Schlitz. you're out of beer. 
......-:,-~-------..-----:--, 
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Independence VS. Association : The Time Factor 

By JACK FRITZ 

It is my basic conten
tion that: the longer it 
takes for colonies and 
territories to negotiate 
on their future political 
status, the greater is the 
tendency for these colo
nies and territories to 
ask for total separation, 
or independence. The 
shorter it takes for them 
to negotiate, the greater 
the tendency for them to 
ask for some kind of pol
itical association with 
their colonial administer
ing ~uthorities. Microne
sia, it seems, is no 
exception and will probab
ly seek independence if 
the length of negotiation 
time increases. 

From a personal studyl 
of eleven former colonies 
(Tunisia, Cook Islands, 
French Cameroon, Kenya, 
Nauru, Cambia, Puerto 
Rico, Mauritius, Western 
Samoa, Ceylon and Cyprus), 
in which two independent 
variables--"proportion of 
indigenous population" and 
''Length of negotiation 
time"-- and a dependent 
variable--"political sta
tus" whether it be politi
cal association with or 
independence from the 
colonial administering au
thority--were correlated, 
my contention is general
ly correct. However, very 
few former colonies or 
teritories (Cook Islands, 
Puerto Rico) have some 
kind of association with 
their former administra
tive authorities (New Zea
land, U.S. A.). Yet, as 
the length of negotiation 
time increased, or as the 
desire for some kind of 
political autonomy in-

1. Jack Fritz, Political 
Science 355 term paper, 
University of Hawaii, De
cember 1972. 
2. New York Times, July 
24, 1969, p. 6. 
3. Senator Lazarus Salli 
of Palau, in "Micronesia 
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members of the COM wanted 
independence. The lack of 
agreement in negotiations 
was again a problem in the 
sixth round of talks in 
1972, when the U. s. de
legation refused to talk 
after the COM told its 
political status commis
sioners to discuss possi
ble ways and means to 
institute independence . 
The growing feeling toward 
independence is n O w 
spreading into the Micro
nesian populace-slowly but 
surely. 

A Trukese 
majoring 
pre-law. 

at the University of Hawaii Jack Fritz is 
in political science and s;eoializing in 

creased, in each former 
colony, the eventual goal 
of total political separa
tion, or independence, was 
achieved. 

Implications for Micro
nesia are apparent. Be
fore initial negotiations 
began in 1969 between the 
Congress of Micronesia 
(COM) and the U.S. Govern
ment to discuss the future 
political status of Micro
nesia, a commission of 
leading politicians in Mi
cronesia had suggested the 
possibility of an eventual 

merger of Micronesia with 
the American Territory of 
Guam.2 Likewise, public 
hearings in all areas of 
Micronesia revealed "wide
spread interest" in such 
political integration. 

In 1969 the COM's Future 
Political Status Commis
sion, during its first 
negotiation meeting with 
the U.S. Government, pro
posed a "free association" 
status with four "basic 
principles and legal 
rights:"3 
a. That sovereignty in 
Micronesia resides in the 
people of Micronesia and 
their duly constituted 
government; 
b. That the people of Mi
cronesia posess the right 
to self-determination and 
may therefore choose in
dependence or self-govern
ment in free association 
with any nation or organi
zation of nations; 
c. That the people of Mi-

Belongs to Us," speech de
livered at the annual As
sociated Press Managing 
Editors Conference, Hono
lulu, Hawaii, November 17, 
1970. 
4. Patsy Mink, "On Micro
nesia," p. 202. 
5. Ibid., pp. 202, 204. 

cronesia have the right to 
adopt their own constitu
tion and to amend, change, 
or revoke any constitution 
or governmental plan at 
any time; and 
d. That free association 
should be in a form of a 
revocable compact, termin
able unilaterally by ei
ther party. 

This proposal of free 
association also included 
a statement giving sole 
responsibility for the de
fense and external affairs 
of Micronesia to the U.S. 
Government.4 However, the 
U. S. delegation to the 
negotiations rejected 
this proposal. 

In 1970 at the second 
meeting between the COM 
Commission and the U.S. 
Government, the latter 
proposed a commonwealth 
status, similar to that of 
Puerto Rico. The flicrone
sian delegation rejected 
it as a "camouflaged offer 
of outright territorial 
status· • · • ownership, 
friendly ownership none
theless" by the u.s. Gov
ernment. 5 

In 1971 at the fourth 
round 
about 

of negotiations, 
one-third of the 

Accordingly, if the uni
ted States still wants to 
have a foothold in Micro
nesia, it should not pro
long the negotiations. It 
may very well take an ad
ditional year--sometime in 
1974 when Micronesia 
will demand independence 
and forego free as.socia
tion. 

Time is against the Uni
ted States as the inde
pendence protagonists gain 
more and more supporters. 
Likewise, if Micronesia 
really desires independ
ence, its delegation 
should try to prolong the 
negotiations. Time is all 
it needs,. and independence 
will come just by delaying 
on a final agreement dur
ing negotiations, or by 
just biding its time. 

However, two major 
changes in negotiations 
have occurred. First of 

Continued on page 11 
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all, the Marianas District 
of Micronesia, whose popu
lation is primarily Cha
morro, has indicated since 
1961 that they "are pro
Americans and want out of 
the Trusteeship Agree
ment."6 In 1971 the Mari
anas District Legislature 
adopted a resolution in
forming the United Nations 
that it intended to secede 
from Micronesia by force 
if necessary. The Mari
anas members on the COM 
Political Status Commis
sion in late 1971 at Hana, 
Maui requested separate 
negotiations with the U.S. 
Government. In April 1972 
separate negotiations were 
under way. Interestingly, 

"althoggh many members of 
the COM recognize the 
Marianas' right to freely 
determine its own future, 
there was opposition to 
the 'divide and conquer' 
tactics employed by the 
u. s. 117 

It is possible that the 
Marianas may become a free 
associated state if the 
separate talks are con
cluded within the· .next two 
years. However, it must 
be understood that there 
may be an intervening 
variable in its decision 
to choose free association 
--"degree of American .. ac
culturation." It is un
questionable that the 
residents of the Marianas 

Continued from page 10 

are more Americanized than 
the rest of the Microne
sians. 

Secondly, the U.S. dele
gation recently revealed 
that American military in
terests were centered in 
only three districts-
Marianas, Palau, and the 
Marshalls. Initially, the 
U.S. delegation was re
luctant to reveal this in
formation until strongly 
pressured by the Microne
sian delegation to specify 
American strategic inter
ests in their islands. 

If the Micronesians de
sire free association, 
they must not prolong the 
negotiations and should 
compromise on their posi-

Page 11_ 

tion regarding the Amer
ican military presence in 
their islands. The U. S. 
then would assume full 
control of some islands 
for military use, with 
"just compensation" mone
tarily. 

The choice is still up 
to Micronesians. The final 
decision--right or wrong-
must still be theirs, not 
determined wholly by the 
U. S. GovernmenL. 

6. Micronesian Reporcer, 
Volume XIX, 1971, Saipan, 
?· 4. 
7. '~ongress for Inde
pendence," Friends of Mi
cronesia Newsletter, Vol. 
2, #5, Fall 1972, p. 3. 
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