
Marijuana 
SAIPAN - In an unprece

dented decision, Chief 
Justice Harold W. !urnett 
has ruled, in effect, that 
the use, possession, and 
sale of marijuana is legal 
in the Trust Territory. 

The Judge's order, 
dismissing the case of 
Mariano R. !ermudes vs. 

Trust Territory of the 
Pacific Islands, held that 
present legislative 
authority which outlaws 
the use of marijuana 
represented an unlawful 
delegation of legislative 
power, and is in violation 
of the equal protection 
clause. !ermudes was 
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APPEALS COURT SENDS CONTINENTAL 
CASE BACK TO TT 
Rights Of Micronesians 
Extended 

SAIPAN, JULY 25 (MNS)--
The United States Court of 
Appeals for the Ninth 
Circuit has dismissed a 
suit brought by ten Saipan 
residents against Trust 
Territory High Com
missioner Edward E. John
ston and Continental Air
lines and returend it to 
the TT high Court. 

The ten have been at-

tempting to stop 
Continent a 1 from 
completing its Sa i pan 
Hotel adjacent to Micro 
!each. The plaintiffs, 
who include Herman Q, 
Guerrero, Lino M. Olopai, 
and David T. Aldan, had 
originally taken their 
case to the Trust Terri
tory High Court in 1972. 
They are being represented 
by the Micronesian Legal 
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Saipan Continentai near aorrpietion •.. But the aase 
stiii un:resoived. 

EWSPAPE. 
STACK 

with charged 
possession and 
marijuana. 

illegal 
sale of 

The Attorney General's 
office has already filed 
a notice of appeal with 
the trial division of the 
Trust Territory High 
Court. While appealing 
Judge !urnett's order, 
the Attorney General's 
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COM 
NATION BUILDING TASK 

SAIPAN, JULY 23 (CON
GRESS RELEASE)---The First 
Special Session of the 
Fifth Congress of Micro
nesia convened Tuesday 
morning on Saipan with 
Senate President Tosiwo 
Nakayama and House Speaker 
!ethwel Henry urging the 
lawmakers to get on with 
the task of nation
building. 

In remarks inserted into 
the Senate Jou r n a 1, 
President Nakayama 
acknowledged that the 
Fifth Congress has made 
progress towards preparing 
for a new government of 
Micronesia and developing 
an economy, during the 
past year and a half, but 

he said "the ve::y 
convening of this session 
is a sign that our work~~ 
not yet completed. 

"At the beginning of the 
Fifth Congress," sa:!
Nakayama, "I delivered a 
speech which asked Micro
nesians to 'Wake Up,' to 
the realities of Micro
nesia today and its futn:;:i=
needs. It was my opirior 
then, and it is now, ~~at 
the major work of the 
Fifth Congress was of two 
kinds: creation of ~he 
laws like that for the 
Constitutional Convention 
which will lead the way to 
a new government of Micro
nesia, and at the same 
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MARIANAS 
POPULATION 
BOOM PREDICTED 

SAIPAN - In a recently 
released preliminary 
report on population 
growth in the Marianas 
District, the office of 
the District P 1 an n er 
projected a potential 
growth pattern which could 
lead to the Micronesian 
people in the Marianas, 
becoming a minority group 
on their own islands by 
1993. 

Thomas Sheehan, Marianas 
District Planning Officer, 
based this prediction on a 
number of factors. In 
analyzing future growth 
he relied heavily on the 

economic potential of the 
Marianas and their natural 
resources. In order to 
develop these resources 
the planner forecasted the 
influx of an alien work 
force, and their de
pendents. These aliens, 
along with other factors, 
could increase in such 
numbers that they would 
become the larger ,ejority 
of the population. This 
same phenomena has taken 
place both in Guam and in 
Hawaii. 

While 
potent'ial 

a predicting 
growth. in i. 't, -., Y 
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Land Dispute Settled 
KOROR, PALAU DISTRICT -

In a recent land dispute 
case in the Pa 1 au 
District, T.T. High Court 
Associate Justice Robert 
A. Hefner, ruled that the 
government had wrongfully 
allowed its co-defendant, 
Timarong, the right to 
homestead a parcel of land 
which the court found 
rightfully belonged to 
plaintiff Ngis Edeyaoch. 

The ca-defendants, 
Timarong, and the TT 
government, claimed that 
the traditional Chief of 
Ng i w a 1 known as Uong, 
allegedly sold a large 
parcel of land to the 
Japanese government during 
Japanese time. Included 
within this sal e of land 
was the 6 parcels of land 
in question. Defendants 

DISTRIBUTOR: 

further claimed that this 
land was purportedly sold 
to the Japanese in ex
change for one machete, 
one blanket and some cloth 
given to the Chief. The 
TT government claimed all 
land which was formerly 
owned by the Japanese 
government. 

Judge Hefner found that 
the TT government was un
able to provide proof that 
they were the rightful 
owners of the land, since 
it could not be proved 
that there had been a sale 
to the Japanese Government 
or Company in the first 
place. 

In deciding on behalf of 
the plaintiff the opinion 
stated that, "Land Title 
Determination hearings 
must provide a Eeasure of 

Philip Morris Products: 

•MARLBORO •BENSON & HEDGES 
•VIRGINIA SLIMS 

DISTRIBUTOR ALSO FOR 
•PEPSI COLA •PATIO ROOT BEER 
•MOUNTAIN DEW •PATIO ORANGE 
• TEEM • lTIO GRAPE 
• SAN MIGUEL BEER 
•ASSORTED LIQUORS AND MIXES 
•LIBBEY· OWENS GLASSWARE 

San Jose Saipan Tel: 6390 
STORE HOURS: 8 A.I'>!. TO S P.M.- M:lN. 1HRU SAT. 

due process to the land 
owner with adequate and 
reasonable notice of the 
right to file claims and 
be heard, and also to be 
informed of the fact that 
his or her 1 and, 
sufficiently described, is 
being claimed." 

Since the court found 

that the government had 
not met such requirements, 
nor proved that they had a 
right to grant home
steading privileges to 
Timarong, all rights to 
the disputed land were 
given to plaintiff Ngis 
Edeyaoch, and her sister 
Tmol. 

Community Supported 
By Rotarians 

SAIPAN - The Rotary Club 
of Saipan turned over some 
$1300 worth of eq4ipment 
to Dr. Torres Hospital 
Wednesday (July 24) as a 
part of its over a 1 1 
community service project. 
Included in the equipment 
were two wheelchairs, 20 
pairs of crutches: four 
television sets and three 
radios. Funds for the 
hospital equipment and for 
playground equipment 
for Tanapag, San Vicente 
and San Antonio schools, 
locally manufactured at 
a cost of $895, were 
provided the Saipan club 
by District 358 of Rotary 

International, with head
quarters in Tokyo, Japan. 

Presenting the equipment 
to the hospital were Pedro 
Igitol, vice-president of 
Saipan Rot a r y, past 
president, Fred Doctor, 
acting secretary, Herman 
Guerrero, Alan Pendleton, 
and Dr. Ted McCarthy. Dr. 
Jose L. Chong, District 
Director of He a 1th 
Services, received the 
items for Dr.Torres 
Hospital. Also present 
were Jose Semon, Dr. 
Torres Hospital Adminis
trator, Chief Nurse, Grace 
Johnson, and Nurse Super
visor, Mary Songsong. 
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The Pacific: 
TERRITORIAL INPER 

Reprinted from News Week 

It last happened more 
than half a century ago 
when the United States 
doled out $25 million to 
Denmark and raised the 
American flag on the 
Virgin Islands. Now 
U.S. is once again on the 
verge of acquiring a new 
territory-the Marianas 
island group, a chain of 
fourteen volcanic and 
coral Pacific isles that 
the U.S. wrested from 
Japan in some of the 
bloodiest fighting of 
World War II. For most 
Americans, the names of 
Tinian and Sa i pan-the 
largest of the Marianas
are blurred memories at 
best. But the Mariana 
islanders have clung to 
their determination to 
join the U.S. in some form 
of "close and permanent" 
union to replace the 
current U.S. trusteeship. 
A year ago, the two sides 

opened negotiations on 
the question of permanent 
ties. And last week, work 
was under way on the final 
draft of a pact that 
would, if ratified, make 
the Marianas, like Puerto 
Rico, a conunonwealth of 
the United States. 
STRATEGIC: 

The arrangement is 
alluring to bot~ sides. 
Although the Marianas have 
no economic value-"just 
sand, coconuts and people 
with nothing to do," says 
one student of the area
they occupy a strategic 
position in the Pacific. 
The Pentagon is anxious 
to build a huge air and 
naval facility on Tinian
near th~ site of the old 
runway used by the Enola 
Gay on its historic A-bomb 
mission against Hiroshima. 

The Defense Department 
envisions a $300 million 
base, with a garrison of 
2,500 U.S. servicemen and 
their families, to serve 

wanted!! 
Ambitious person to take over 
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Monthly income unlimited for party 
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~IVE 
as a backup for the air 
base on typhoon-plagued 
Guam. 

For the struggling 
Mariana islanders, well 
aware of the higher 
standard of living on 
neighboring Guam which is 
American-governed, the 
prospect of a new invasion 
by the U.S. military and 
their dollars is welcome 
indeed. To sweeten the 
pot, Washington has tenta
tively agreed to give the 
Marianas $13.5 million 
annually for seven years 
plus $3 million yearly in 
Federal services-a dowry, 
in effect, of about $8,000 
for each of the 14,000 
islanders. 

Even if fj_nal agreement 
on the pact is reached 
this summer as expected, 
it appears unlikely that 
the Marianas will actually 
become part of the U.S. 
much befor~ 1980. The 
United States first has 
to find a way to end its 
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trusteeship of the other 
2,100 islands of Micro
nesia-the sprawling Pa
cific empire ~t has 
administered for the 
United Nations since World 
War II. And after the 
plan is voted upon in the 
islands, it must be ap
proved by Congress and 
ratified by the U.N. 
Security Council. At this 
point, U.S. lawmakers seem 
disposed to go along. As 
California Rep. Phillip 
~urton put it last week: 
"If they want it and it's 
in our mutual interest, 
why not?" 
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TT JOINS TUNA FISHING FOUNDATION 
SAIPAN, JULY 23 (MNS}--~ 

The Trust Territory has 
joined Guam, H a w a i i, 
American Samoa and members 
of the American tuna 

•fishing industry to form 
the Pacific Tuna Develop
ment Foundation. The 
Foundation will be 
involved in improving the 
skipjack tuna Fishing and 
Processing industry in the 
Western Pacific. Ac
cording to a spokesman 
from the Marine Resources 
Division of the Department 
of Resources and Develop
ment, Micronesian fisher
men will then be able to 
utilize the new fishing 
techniques developed, 
thereby making tun a 
fishing a more profitable 
and viable enterprise. 

The U.S. Government has 
agreed to provide approxi
mately $400,000 to assist 
in the promotion of the 
fishing industry. The 
American tuna industry 
will provide an additional 
$400,000 and the Pacific 
Islands Development Com
mission will provide 
$35,000. These funds will 
be used during the first 
year of the planned three 
year operation. 

Andrew Gerakas of Hawaii 
has been elected chairman
president of the Pacific 

Tuna 
dation. 

Development Foun
Representatives 
and the Trust 

to serve as vice 
and second vice 

respectively, 

from Guam 
Territory 
president 
president 
will be selected at a 
later date. 

The only tuna fishing 
technique now in use in 
Micronesian is live bait 
fishing. A lack of large 
quantities of live bait 
in the Trust Territory 
will limit the annual 
catch of skipjack when the 
total fishery is 
developed. Research to 
improve the bait situation 
is present 1 y being 
conducted, a 1 on g with 
studies on the possibility 
of bait farming and of 
bulk shipment of live bait 
to the Trust Territory and 
other Pacific Islands. 

The Pacific Tuna 
Development Foundation 
intends to develop the 
most economical method of 
improving the skipjack 
tuna industry in the 
Pacific for Micronesian 
and American Fishing 
Interests. The new 
techniques developed will 
enable the Micronesian 
fisherman to utilize to a 
greater extent the stock 
of skipjack tuna which 
occur in the Pacific. 

LOCAL WOMAN HOLDS COM POSITION 
SAIPAN (COM} --- Ms. 

Katalina T. Seman, 24, of 
San Jose Village, Saipan 
has officially begun her 
duties as the new As
sistant Clerk for the 
House of Represen atives 
of the Congress of Micro
nesia. 

Ms.Seman, the first 
woman to hold such a 
position at the Congress, 
was selected from among 
17 applicants. She re
places Singkitchy George 
who resigned in June 10 
assume a post with the 
Departmnent of !ducation 
in Kusaie. 

The new Assistant House 
Clerk is a 1972 graduate 
of California St ate 

College at Fresno, 
California, where she 
majored in ~usiness 
Administration. She is 
the daughter of Felipe I. 
Seman of Saipan. 
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"A man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the 
faith of Jesus Christ'' (Gal. 2:16). 

Christians who are concerned about 
their friends and neighbors tell these 
people about the Lord Jesus Christ. 
They emphasize the necessity of trust
ing in His redemptive death for their 
sins in order to be saved. But they 
find that many folks reject the gospel 
with this defense: "I'm just as good as 
the next person! I'll take my chances." 

Many people have the mistaken idea 
that at death or at the judgment God 
totals up the ledger of a person's life and 
weighs all the good deeds against all 
the bad deeds. They feel that if the 
scales of divine justice tip even slightly 
in favor of one's good deeds, God will 
accept them into heaven. But that which 
determines where a person will spend 
eternity is not reckon.ed like, a balance 
sheet at the bank. The issue is not 
the comparison of a person's good and 
bad deeds; it is his possession, by faith, 
of the Son of God. John wrote, "He 
that hath the Son hath life; and he that 
hath not the Son of God hath not life" 
(!John 5:12; cf. John 3:18, 36). 

Paul gives the answer in this golden 
text to the mistaken idea that God 
weighs our good deeds against our sins: 
"A man is not justified by the works of 
the law." At least three reasons exist 
for this being true. 

First of all, it is impossible for any 
mere human being to keep the law 
completely. Even the rich young ruler 
failed the test of the law. When con
fronted with Jesus' questions, he could 
say, "All these have I kept from my 
youth up" (Luke 18: 21). But when 
asked to give away his wealth to follow 
Jesus, he went away sorrowful. By this 
he showed that he could not even keep 
the first commandment to have no other 
god before Jehovah, for riches were ob
viously his god. 

In the second place, the law stands 
and falls as a unit, so that to fail in one 
part is to fail in all. James tells us, 
"Whosoever shall keep the whole law, 
and yet offend in one point, he is guilty 
of all" (Jas. 2: 10). The law is like a 
priceless vase that is carried from one 

What are th results? 

LAW GRACE 

l. Sorrow l. Joy 

2. Bondage 2. Freedom 

3. Death 3. Life 

4. Cannot 4. Please God 
please God 

5. Self-effort 5. Faith 

)Ohn 6:28, 29 
Then said they unto him, What 

shall we do, that we might work 
the worlcs of God? Jesus an
swered and said unto them, This 
is the work of God, that ye be
lieve on him whom he hath sent. 

room to another. It may be carried 
safely the whole way except for the 
final step; but if it is dropped and broken 
just as it is being placed on a table, all 
of the success is worthless. 

The third reason why a man cannot 
be justified by the deeds of the law is 
that God cannot look upon sin (Hab. 
1: 13). To be accepted by God, it is not 
enough for our sins to be outweighed by 
our good deeds. Our sins must be re
moved, and this can be done only by 
the redemptive sacrifice of the Lord 
Jesus Christ (cf. John 1:29). 

If a man cannot be justified by the 
works of the law, .the next question asked 
is, "What is the purpose of the law?" 
The Bible gives at least three reasons 
for the giving of the law, all of which 
are stated by the Apostle Paul. First 
of all, the law provides us with the 
knowledge of sin (Rom. 7: 7). The sin
ful nature of man is revealed in its true 
character by the imposing of restric
tions upon it ( cf. vss. 7-14). 

In the second place, the law was given 
to make everyone guilty before God and 
to stop every mouth (Rom. 3: 19-20). 
Men need only to measure themselves by 
the standard of God's law to fall silent 
in self-condemnation. 

Finally, the law was given to be "our 
schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ" 
(Gal. 3: 24). When we recognize the 
futility of believing that God will accept 
us because of our own works of right
eousness, we are then ready to receive 
by grace through faith the gift of right
eousness offered in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The final question, then, is, "How ca".l 
a man be justified before God?" Paul 
gives the answer in the last part of the 
golden text, "by the faith of Jesus 
Christ." This means that the individual 
must accept by faith the Lord Jesus 
Christ and God's offer of salvation on 
the basis of Christ's redemptive deaPl, 
Because of his faith and trust, a person 
is "justified freely by his gracE! through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus" 
(Rom. 3: 24). 

Galatians 5:ti 
For in Jesus Christ neither cir

cumcision availeth any thing, nor 
uncircumcision; but faith w'n.ich 
worketh by love. 
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Clink! Whirr! Chunk! It's becoming the new music of 
Saipan. Clink, go the quarters into the machine. 
Whirr, go the clolrful cylinders. Chunk, they lock 
into place. A winner? Sometimes, but more often than 
not, a loser. Hundreds of people have lost thousands 
of dollars in just the few short weeks since slot 
machines made their debut on Saipan. And that's going 
to increase rapidly. There are some 60 of the machines 
presently in place, but some estimates of the number 
that will be on the island within a month or two go as 
high as 500. 

The purpose here is not to argue the morality of 
gambling. Others will do that. It is a certainty, 
however, that as with gambling everywhere a few 
players will be able to afford tneir losses, but many 
more will not, and money that is badly needed for food, 
clothing and other necessities will be tossed into the 
the magical machines by people who should know better, 
but don't and probably never will. 

The purpose in my mentioning the subject at this 
time is to call attention to a shortcoming in Saipan's 
tentative entry intu legalized gambling. There is no 
uniform control. No official body is setting 
standards. No one is monitoring the operators to 
ensure that the privilege of owning and offering to 
the public these expensive little lo1s is not abused. 

Already abuses are apparent. Machines that were set 
to pay 80 cents back on every dollar taken in when 
they were first installed have been adjusted slowly in 
favor of the house to the point where many are now 
paying 50-50. Just for comparison, the unwary customer 
might be interested to know that most machines in Las 
Vegas pay 80-20, and in Australia, where gambling is 
practically a way of life and slot machines are common, 
the payoff is 85-15. A fifteen or twenty percent 
profit on an investment is a good return by anybody's 
standards, but apparently our businessmen here are 
more greedy. So what else is new? 

It seems imperative to me that before this legal 
gambling goes much farther the municipal councilmen 
who authorized it in the first place whould set about 
amending the ordinance to establish some sort of 
gambling control board. The Nevada setup would be an 
excellent model. Control of the industry must be 
imposed from the start. It's not too late now to 
rectify this over b· ~ht and set up strictly enforced 
controls that will adequately protect the public. 

Further, the good lawmakers might consider how 
cheaply they are letting the operators off. A 
hundred fifty bucks per machine is peanuts. A hefty 
gambling tax should be imposed, five or ten percent 
of the take per machine, say. Only in this way will 
the municipality realize any significant revenue from 
gambling, and only in this way will the general public 
benefit from the new law that has permitted the 
establishment of legal gambling here. 
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Appeals Court Decision . ... 
can't from page 1 

Services. 
Edward King, Deputy 

Director of Legal 
Services, said. ",;-e hop€\ 
to renew legal action in 
the Righ Court by the 
end of the week." 

The High Court ruled in 
1972 that Trust Territory 
officials were not subject 
to the provisions of the 
National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) as the 
plaintiffs had contended. 

The NEPA says that the 
federal government must 
issue an environmental 
and impact statement 
before any major con
struction activity begins 
on pub 1 i c land. The 
Continental Hotel is on 
pubic land, and High 
Commissioner Johnston did 
not ask for an impact 
study before he signed the 
lease allowing Continental 
to begin construction. 

The plaintiffs then took 
their case to the United 
States District Court in 
Hawaii. The District 
Court dismissed the case 
on the grounds that the 
Trust Territory government 
is not a U.S. federal 
agency and upheld the TT 
High Court's ruling that 
NEPA regulations therefore 
did not apply to Trust 
Territory officials. 

When ti ruled, the 
District Court said that 
the U.N. Trusteeship 
Agreement, through which 
the United St ates 
administers Micronesia, 
cannot be used by Micro
nesians to take either the 
TT government or the High 
Commissioner to court for 
alleged violations of that 
agreement. 

The Appeals Court, how
ever, overturned that 
ruling and stated, "the 
Trusteeship Agreement can 
be a source of rights 
enforceable by an individ
ual litigant in a domestic 
court of law." 

This makes the Trustee
ship Agreement, in effect, 
the Micronesian 
constitution. As a result 
of this ruling Micro
nesians can now take the 

Trust Territory govern
ment to a TT court for 
alleged violations of the 
Tr4steeship Agreement. 

The Appeals Court also 
held that a Micronesian 
citizen may, if all legal 
channels within the Trust 
Territory have been 
exhausted, take his case 
to a United St ates 
federal court. This legal 
avenue, however, can be 
used only in cases 
involving violations of 
the Trusteeship Agreement. 

The Trust Territory 
administration had held 
that a Micronesian could 
only take cases involving 
violations of the Trustee
ship Agreement to the UN 
Security Council. 

The Appeals Court, how
ever, found that, "the 
alternative forum, the 
Security Council, would 
present to the plaintiff 
obstacles as to make their 
rights virtually un
enforceable." 

In returning the case to 
the TT High Court, which 
has had technical juris
diction over the matter 
while awaiting a federal 
court ruling, the Appeals 
Court said, "Surely, the 
judicial branch of the 
Trust Territory government 
has the authority to 
determine whether or not 
the action of its chief 
executive complies with 
a provision in its own 
constitutional document." 

The Appeals Court ruling 
Can't on page 8 
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MARJ:JUANA .. . 
Con 't from page 1 

office did not request 
that the current legal 
status of marijuana be 
changed inunediately. 

Ben Abrams, Assistant 
Public Defender, praised 
the :Bermudes decision, 
stressing that, "Judge 
Burnett took a bold and 
courageous step forward 
in making this enlightened 
ruling." Abrams continued 
that, "the conununity 

should appreciate the fact 
that Judge Burnett has put 
the Trust Territory on the 
map as one of the most 
enlightened and sophisti
cated places in the 
world." 

The argument in support 
of dismissing the case 
in part contended that, 
Marijuana is not a harmful 
drug, that personal use 
of the drug is within the 
constitutionally protected 
area of the right of 
privacy, and that for the 
government to prohibit the 

personal use of marijuana 
is an invasion of this 
area of person a 1 
liberties." 

Defense Attorney Abrams 
supported his position 
concerning the harmless 
nature of marijuana by 
quoting from the many 
recent medical and psycho
logical studies which have 
proven that there is very 
little danger involved in 
using marijuana. 

The opinion noted that 
the trend, evidenced by 
recent legislative and 
judicial action, has been 
to regard the use of mari
juana as warranting less 
severe sanctions than 
those applied to heroin 
and o t h e r "ht-a r d" 
narcotics. However, the 
question of right-to
privacy was left un
decided. 

Rather, in ruling upon 
these facts, Judge Burnett 
took issue with the l,T. 's 
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FOR .$2.00 & $1.40 ,~,, 

AAFADAI &EACH IUlTEL 
-GARAPAN SA/PAN- TEI: 9418 

legislative statute which 
forbids the use of mari
juana. The Bermudes 
deci~ion found fault with 
the Congress of Micro
nesia's legislative 
action, whereby unbridled 
authority was delegated to 
the Director of Health 
Services to determine what 
"substances" were 
dangerous. There was no 
real criteria developed 
by Congress to guide the 
He a 1th Department in 
making these decisions. 
The Judge found that this 
constituted an unlawful 
delegation of power. 

In finding the present 
statute to be a violation 
of the equal protection 
clause, Judge Burnett 
pointed out that it had 
called for a less severe 
punishment for conviction 
of importing and selling 
opium or heroin, than for 
possession and sale of 
marijuana. In response to 
this graphic contrast the 
order stated that, "What
ever the state of current 
medical knowledge, it is 
a matter of judicial 
notice that the harm 
inherent in the pos
session, use and transfer 
of Marijuana is not 
greater than that of opium 
or heroin." 

Mr. Abrams emphasized 
that, "Certainly Judge 
Burnett and I feel that 

Mr. Abrams emphasized 
that, "Certainly Judge 
Burnett and I feel that 
the Bermudes decision does 
not at all advocate the 
use of marijuana, but 
rather it allows for any 
individual to use any non
harmful substance which 
is not threatening to him
self or the community at 
large." Abrams continued 
that, "the decision 
represents a death-blow to 
a so-called 'victimless
crime'." 

Chief of Police Tony M. 
Benavente stated_ that he 
"felt that the Bermudes 
order was bad, but that 
the Congress of Micronesia 
would write a good law 
soon." Chief Benavente 
conunented that, "Judge 
Burnett's order had said 
that he would like to see 
a good law enforced." 

Ju"ly 26, 1974 

Though Judge Burnett's 
ruling legalizes marijuana 
at the present time, it is 
still possible for the 
Congress of Micronesia to 
pass a new law which could 
reinstate, or simply 
modify, the previous 
restrictions against 
marijuana use and sale. 
The Attorney General's 
office is currently 
drafting a new statute for 
introduction at the 
special COM session. 

In the meantime, the 
July 23rd decision 
effectively dismissed the 
charged, not only levied 
against Mariano Bermudes, 
but also against another 
dozen or so defendants who 
were faced with pending 
trials concerning either 
the use, possession or 
sale of marijuana. There 
have been at least five 
p e op 1 e convicted of 
violating the former 
statute, whose criminal 
records will be cleared. 

"It is hoped," stated 
Mr. Abrams," that Congress 
will use restraint in 
introducing any new laws 
concerning the prohibition 
of marijuana, because the 
present legal status 
allows for an excellent 
opportunity to study any 
social affects caused by 
its ~egalization." 

~ -·.l,._ •• ';. ~-- '' .... '!;_ •• 
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SABLAN B 
SAIPAN - Sablan C o n

struction Company has 
begun construction of the 
arrival building at Saipan 
International Airport. 
Mr. Jesus Sablan, General 
Manager, stated that "they 
were very happy and very 
proud" to be the first 
local Company to under
t a k e a construction 
project of this magnitude. 

Pacific Construction 
Company of Guam provided 
the necessary surety bond 
of $900,000 to the Saipan 
Company so that ccn
struction could begin. 
T.T. Contracts require a 
surety bond which insures 
the time and the quality 
of work. 

Mr. Sablan stated that 
it was even more difficult 
to obtain bonding in a 
short period of time, 
since there are no local 
bonding cornpa.nies which 
deal with projects this 
large. However, Sablan 
did credit MIU, (Micro
nesian Insurance llnder
writers) with assisting 
Sablan Construction in 
obtaining the bond from 
the Guam based Con
struction operation. 

It is hoped that the TT 
Government will grant the 
local construction company 
the contract to complete 
construction of the 
bu i 1 ding. The Con
struction at the Airport 
will inc.lude a number of 
phases, and often the same 
government contractor who 
begins a pro j e ct is 
granted the contracts to 
complete construction. 

Though Sa b 1 an Con
struction Company has 365 
days to complete this 
project, Jesus Sa b 1 an 
predicts that they can 
meet the many new 
challenges whjch their 
undertaking promises with
in 9 months. He credited 
their confidence to a 
"great professional staff 
and engineer which are 
ready to assume this 
responsibility. 

There are many stipu
lations in v o 1 v e din 
government construction 
contracts, but Sa b 1 an 

[Jr;::: ~ 

- - ·---'-' --

Dive tfie ~i'otto & 
the , .a,.. .... s.,s 

C4 II ' V \ ,,If'(. 

Construction is rnobilizi rg 
t heir crew a t t he l·l: i 1di ·."' 
s ight, their only vresent 
fear is tha t t h2re could 
be problems \·.'i th de lays in 
t he shipment of ~ater ials. 

~ !'', J ._. ,_. ,_, , Dll t with the 
1- L~ ~ ~~LLu bu c c e ~ s of 
S a b 1 a n Construction's 
pre j ect , i t is :,opt..d that 
a precedent will Le set 
where Micronesia will 
depend more on local con
struction contracts. 
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I NS 1 RUCT I O~IS 

As the loca l r ompany 
embarks on this project, 
Fr ed Mitchell, T.T. Con
struction Divis i~n Chief 
stated that, 11 \·c hoped 
that this ere our aging 
br eak through wi ~l cau s e 
ot h er . ~ :. ronesian 
Comp anies t o £0 ] },,w suit." 
The same r is t s are 
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Appeals Court . • • 
also recognized the 
possibility that the Trust 
Territory High Court may 
find that it does not have 
jurisdiction to hear t l e 
case. 

If that occurs, the 
Appeals Court said, the 
Saipanese plaintiffs can 
take their case to the 
Hawaii District Court 
again. The Appeals Court 
also stated that it was 
fully aware of the 
possibility that it may 
again hear the case. 

"We refuse to leave the 
plaintiffs without a forum 
which can hear their claim 
that the High Commissioner 
has violated the dutie~ 
assumed by the United 
States in the Trusteeship 
Agreement," the Court 

Can't from page 5 

said. 
In closing its findings, 

the Appeal Court issued a 
stern warning to 
Continental Airlines, the 
Court stated, seems to be 
saying that since their 
new hotel has already been 
completed, it is too late 
for the courts to stop 
construction. 

"We note," the Court 
found, "that Continental 
initiated bulldozing 
activities at the Micro 
Beach without notice and 
while the High Com
missioner supposedly was 
giving further consider
ation to the project." 

The Appeal Court cited 
a 1936 case which found 
that once a defendant has 
been notified that a suit 

Fora taste 
thats 

springtime fresh 

has been brought against 
him, "even though a 
temporary injunction be 
not granted, he acts at 
his peril." 

This means that the 
possibility exists, should 
the case ultimately be 
decided in favor of the 
plaintiffs, that the 
Saipan Continental Hotel 
will have to be removed 
from its present location. 

Bob Be1tke.;r 1.6 

''Thought for Today'' 

THE NEW BIRTH 
Jesus answered and said 

to him: Amen, amen, I say 
to thee, unless a man be 
born again, he cannot see 
the kingdom of -God. ·· 

Jesus answered: Amen, 
amen, I say to thee, 
unless a man be born again 
of water and the Ho 1 y 
Ghost, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God. 
That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh: and that 
which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit. Wonder 
not that I said to thee: 
You must be born again. 
(St. John 3:3, 5-7) 
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conditioned and furnished for long 
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NATION BUILDING TASK. • • 
Can't from page 1 

time a second goal 
developing our economy 
this new Micronesia.'' 

of ditional imput," stated 
for Henry, "I feel that the 

"We still have many 
important things to 
discuss and do for our 
people," stated Nakayama, 
"we still face many 
problems which are shared 
by other underdeveloped 
countries and which are 
special problems of Micro
nesia as an is 1 and 
nation." 

The Senate President 
said the actions of the 
Congress "may have great 
effects on the future of 
Micronesia and our 13eople" 
and that failure to act 
will likewise have its 
effect. 

Speaker Eethwel Henry, 
addressing the House of 
Representatives, said work 
in the current session 
would be continued on many 
items of legislation 
carried over from the 
Second Regular Session 
last January. Noting 
several items of Legis
lation now before the 
Congress, including the 
Constitutional Convention 
Law, Return of Pub 1 i c 
Lands, needed Pub 1 i c 
projects and compensation 
for contract employees, he 
said Congress members have 
had the opportunity in the 
past few months to seek 
the advice and guidance of 
local leaders in the 
districts concerning these 
measures. 

''Eecause of this ad-

task now before us is 
clear and our legislative 
goals are now better 
defined." 

Speaker Henry said once 
the Congress succeeds in 
laying the groundwork for 
the structure of Micro
nesia's future government, 
an equally important task 
will be to enact far
sighted legislation de
signed to help "conquer 
the problem of economic 
underdevelopment in Micro
nesia." 

"Political freedom can
not exist without economic 
fre~dom," said Henry, "and 
this can only be achieved 
through imaginative 
development programs, 
borne out of creative 
thinking, using new 
methods of achieving 
progress." 

Speaker Henry said 
disagreements exist, 
must be so 1 v e 

where 
they 

d by 

discussion and compromise, 

adding that he has "every 
confidence" that the will 
of the Micronesian people 
on important issues can be 
brought to bear on the 
Congress' legislative 
task. 

"In making laws for our 
new nation, we must look 
to the future," he said. 
"Lawmaking must give 
priority to long-term 
development needs and our 
decisions are very 
important in this area." 

CARMEN'S SAFEWAY SHOPPING CENTER 
HAS SPECIAL SA~ EVERY WEEKEf\ID AND MANY., MANY DIS-
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CAPITOL HILL SNACK BAR 
I - -~FFERS BUFFET LUNCH., MONDAY Tl-RU FRIDAY 

~MEN'S SAFEWAY SHOPPING CENTER 

Business 
SAIPAN, JULY 23 (MNS)--

The Micronesian Tele
communications Corpo
ration, a proposed Trust 
Territory corporation, has 
applied for a foreign 
investors business permit, 
according to the Economic 
Development Division of 
the Department of Re
sources and Development. 

The firm has applied to 
offer inter-and-intra
district telecommuni
cations services in all 
six Trust Territory dis
tricts. They a 1 so 
indicated that they will 
offer electrical power 
service and provide 
communications and 
electrical skills. Their 
Saipan agent is Pedro A. 
Tenorio. 

Micronesian Te 1 e-
communications' appli-
cation has been forwarded 
to district economic 
development boards for 
their review and 
recommendation. 

Permits 
In other business permit 

news, the Economic de
velopment Division 
reported that action has 
been taken on two business 
permit applications, 

The application of the 
Micronesian Housing Corpo
ration, a TT firm, was 
rejected by the Marianas 
District economic develop
ment board. The board 
felt that there are enough 
Micronesian firms 
presently on Saipan to 
offer construction 
services. They also cited 
the fact that the proposed 
Micronesian participation 
in the firm was too small. 

The Yap development 
board approved the appli
cation of the Dong Ah 
American Corporation of 
Guam to engage in 
construction related to 
services in that district. 
Dong Ah also applied to 
the other five districts; 
however, they have not yet 
acted on the application. 

SAIPAN 
CONTINENTAL HOTEL 

Brings You Something Different 

STEAK BY THE OUNCE 

EVERY SUNDAY, BEGINNING 1VITI-l TI-!IS SUNDAY, JULY 
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CIAL STEAK DINNERS BY THE OUNCE. CHARCOAL-BROILED 
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YOl TR OWN - ALL THE SALAD YOU CAN EAT - AND A FREE 
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SUMPTUOUS MEAL. 

AND YOU CAN, IF YOU CHOOSE, TOP OFF YOUR DINNER 
WITH OUR NEW FLAMING DESSERTS, PREPARED AT YOUR 
TABLE BY OUR WAITERS. 

COME AND SAMPLE THIS SPECIAL 
TREAT SERVED ONLY AT 

The Saipan Continental 
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Population 
Can't from page 1 

years of 300%, the report 
said that this increased 
population would serve to 
lower the quality of life 
as a result of too many 
demands being placed upon 
the districts natural 
resources. This decrease 
in the standard of living 
is contrary to previous 
growth patterns, where 
growth has gone hand in 
hand with an increase in 
the quality of life. 
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Boom ... 
drawing the immigrants and 
transient labor to the 
Marianas." 

Thus the office of the 
Marianas District Planner 
located the core of a 
potentially major change 
1n the composition of the 
Marianas population, and 
the lifestyles of its in
habitants. The report 
emphasized that such a 
tremendous growth is by no 
means certain, but that 
planning and goals should 
quickly be designed, so 
that Micronesians will 
still be able to direct 
their own future. The 
question posed by the 
author still remains, 
"Is it desirable to seek 
growth at a rate which 
will eventually force the 

Japan's Finest 
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This potential growth 
was viewed only as a 
possibility by Mr. 
Sheehan, who emphasized 
that "The people of the 
Marianas are now in a 
position of being able tp 
write their own future." 
He continued stating that, 
"A complete system of 
policy and strategy will 
have to be developed to 
deal with everything from 
a position on the poli
tical standing of immi
grants, to the need to 
expand public he a 1th 
services." 

Saipanese into a minority?" 

URGENTLY aNTED 
ONE BUS DRIVER 

In analyzing the present 
population in Saipan, and 
the district respectively, 
the planner reported that 
the population of the 
Marianas, according to the 
1973 census, was 14,333. 
12,581 people were Micro
nesian, therefore 98.7% of 
the total population is 
indegenous (native to this 
area). The tot a 1 most 
probable District popu
lation for 1993 is 69,000. 
While in Saipan alone, a 
total of nearly 36,000 
people could be aliens. 

The present indegenous 
population is a youthful 
group, with the medium age 
at 14.68 years old, and 
76.3% of the present popu
lation are 29 years old or 
younger. It can be 
expected these young 
people will foster a rise 
in population growth with
in 20 years. 

The author stressed that 
population growth cannot 
merely be curtailed 
through controlling innni
gration of aliens, but 
they stated that, "it can 
only beach i eve d by 
controlling that which is 
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LAST WEEK 
SA!f1~Ai\li 

H,OTEL 
BROJG~ff YOU STEAK BY TiiE OUNCE 

YOU WERE SO PLEASED WITH THIS INNOVATION AND THE DE
MAND ~/AS SO GREAT THAT WE NOW BRING YOU 

CHARCOAL-BROILED PRIME RIB 
STEAKS BY THE OUNCE 

' ' 
IN ADDITION TO SUNDAY'S STEAKS, YOU CAN FIND SUC
CULENf PRIJ\IE RIB BY THE OUNCE ON WEDNESDAY EVENINGS. 
THE PRIME RIB CAN BE ORDERED BY WEIGHT' wrrn OR WITH 
OUT THE BONE, DONE TO YOUR TASTE, WITH THE SPECIAL 
TASTE ENHANCH,,IENT OF CHARCOAL BROILING. THIS SPECIAL 
BEGINS JULY 31. .. .. . .. 
ONCE AGAIN, DINNER WILL BE SERVED WITH YOUR CHOICE 
OF RICE OR BAKED POTATO AND FRESH BU'ITERED VEGETA
BLES. ONCE AGAIN, YOUR DINNER WILL BE ACCOMPANIED BY 
A COMPLETE SALAD BAR - MAKE YOUR OWN - ALL Tiffi SALAD 
YOU CAN EAT - AND A FREE CARAFE OF WINE. YOU PAY 
ONLY 69¢ PER OUNCE FOR ALL THIS. 

ON SUNDAYS · STEAKS BY THE OUNCE 
ON WEDNESDAYS • 

PRIME RIB BY THE OUNCE 
AND EVERY EVENING 

TOP OFF YOUR DINNER WITH OUR NEW FLAMING DESSERTS, 
PREPARED AT Ya.JR TABLE BY OUR HEAD WAITERS, 

ALL THIS ONLY AT THE 
S J:PAN 

CONT:INENTAL 

W'& ted!! 
BAND FOR 6 NIGHTS PER WEEK AT 
HAMiLTONS 

ALSO, COCKTAIL llTRESSES 
PLEASE CALL MANAGER 

AT TEL: 9449 

HA LTON'S 
& 
:AURANT 

WHEN YOUR BUSINESS 
IS DESTROYED BY FIRE 

YOUR EARNINGS STOP 
YOUR PROFITS STOP 

YOUR OVERHEAD REMAINS 
and ADDITIONAL EXPENSES INCURRED 

THE LOSS IS HIGH!! 
BUY-

BUSINESS INTERRUPTION 
INSURANCE 

from 
Micronesian Insurance 

IT PROTECTS YOU AGAINST THESE DISASTER AND CALAMITY. 
BUSINESS INI'ERRUPTION INSURANCE AFFORDS COVERAGE FOR 
CONSEQUENfIAL LOSS IUE TO FIRE SUCH AS: 1) LOSS OF 
NET PROFIT, 2) FIXED OVERHEAD EXPENSES, 3) AND EX
PENSES INCURRED FRClvl EXPEDITING THE RESUMPTION OF 
PRODUCTION. CALL YOUR MAN AT MIU ON 6142 OR 6442 OR 
SIMPLY WRITE TODAY TO .... 

MIC O ESIAN 
INS RANCE 

NDEHWRITERS 
P.O. Box 206, Saipan, M. I. 96950 



Save Your $ With A New Datsun 

DATSUN 1808 Station Wagon 

gives you much more for so much less. iatsun 
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SEE KELLY ADA FOR A REAL CAR DEAL! 
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DIVING AND "'1ARINE 
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TEL: 6203 

WILL PAY HIGH INTEREST RATES FOR TIME DE
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SERIAL DEPARTMENT 
2550 THE MALL 
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96822 
NO. X90285 

------------

• 


	0381
	0382
	0383
	0384
	0385
	0386
	0387
	0388
	0389
	0390
	0391
	0392

