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Life in These Parts
Affable Fred Holschuh, past HMA president

and a 20-year veteran of Hilo Medical Center’s
ER, feels that thedrug abuse rate on the Big Island
is the State’s worst. “Sometimes ambulances in
Hilo are too busy with overdose drug abusers and
drunks to pick up sick people and accident vic
tims. A 1995 survey by the State Department of
Health shows that the Big Island has a greater
percentage of drug and alcohol abuses than else
where in the State. The Big Island has an abuse
rate of 7.2% compared to Kauai’ s3.47%, Oahu’s
3.55% and Maui’s 2.65%.”

Aetna Medicare which administers Medicare
Part A and Part B will close its Hawaii office on
September 30, 1997. Nationwide, Aetna Medi
care processed $60 million claims last year and
the Hawaii office processed $1.6 million claims.
Aetna merged with U.S. Health Care (a HMO
with operations in 13 states) on July 19 and plans
to work with Medicare managed care.

We greeted old friend (retired real estate ap
praiser) Walter Loo with “How’s Virginia?”
(Walter’s wife had retired from her Tripler job).
With his typical scowl, he replied gravely, “You
know, plastic surgery saved our marriage.” We
were surprised that Virginia needed surgery. “Was
it something major?” Walter grinned happily, “I
cut up her credit cards.”

Proverbs
• Medicine can only cure curable diseases and
then not always (Chinese)

An imaginary ailment is worse than a disease
(Yiddish)
• Show him death and he’ll be content with fever
(Persian)
• People who take cold baths never have rheuma
tism, but they have cold baths (Amen can)
• An ailing woman lives forever (Spanish)
• Only a fool will make a doctor his heir (Rus
sian)
• The best surgeon is he that hath been hacked
himself (English)
• Every invalid is a physician (Irish)

From Stitches Magazine

Breast Cancer Rates for Asians in the
U.S. Rise
Incidence of breast cancer in racial groups per
100,000 population:
Caucasians 112
Hawaiians 100
Afro-Americans 95
Japanese-Americans 82
Filipino-Americans 73
Chinese-Americans 55

Lawrence Kolonel, deputy director of the Can
cer Research Center says, “While Asian nations
have the world’s lowest incidence of breast can
cer, even in the first decade of immigration, the
incidence rises dramatically. The rate increase is
25% for the first generation Asian-Americans,
50% for the second generation and 80% for the
third. Larry hesitates to say, but he suspects, the
increased fat in the American diet may be the
cause.

Medicare Quirk
Medicare beneficiaries are ordinarily respon

sible for 20% of the cost of services under Part B,
but they are paying 37% of the total payments for
hospital outpatient services. For some services
they may pay up to 49% for outpatient surgery,
radiology and diagnostic services. This may even
rise to 68% by the year 2000. The federal advi
sory board, the Prospective Payment Assessment
Commission has urged Congress to correct the
problem, but neither Congress nor the Clinton
administration is pushing for a quick solution
because of the complexity of the problem and
disagreement over who would pay the bill.

Elected, Honored, and Appointed
Alan Taniguchi, 49, was appointed to replace

Kim Thorburn (who resigned in protest after 9
years) as state prison system physician. Alan has
a variegated career, neurology private practice
1984-86; epidemiologist with the Department of
Health for 10 years; and more recently, as a
medical resident at the UH Med School.

Family physician Fred Lam, 73, was named
the Waikiki Rotary Club’s Employer of the Year.
His two employees, office manager Momoye
Kurahashi, 70, and nurse Jean Kawafuchi, 69,
have been with Fred for five decades. Fred says,
“I’m thinking of retiring, but with so many pa
tients, its hard.”

Physician Moves
In July, Straub announced that retired endocri

nologist Ralph Beddow was returning to join the
Joslin Diabetes Center at Straub.

In September, internist Stuart Nakamoto
joined the Kalihi Medical Center Inc. at 2055 N.
King Street; anesthesiologists Mark Robinson
and Mark Nishijo joined the Physicians’ Anes
thesia Service, Inc. at Kuakini Medical Plaza,
Suite 306; family practitioner Al Jimenez joined
the Family Practice Center—Ewa Beach 91-775 D
Papipi Road, Ewa Beach. (“Dr Al” specializes in
pediatrics, adult medicine, Gyn & Geriatrics).

Straub Kapolei opened on September 16 in the
Campbell Square’s Kapolei Building (next to the
post office, across from Bank of Hawaii and next
to Kapolei Theaters) Industrial medicine special
ist Charles Kelly will work with Ramon Pajavillo
to provide service for employees in the Campbell
industrial and business parks.

Ophthalmologist Vernon K.W. Wong opened
his office at the Kaheka Professional Center,
1481 S. King Street, Suite 42.

Garth Morimoto’s Retirement Bash
(By our favorite neurologist-humorist Mike
Okihiro at Mid Pac CC July 18)

It is fortunate that Garth became an orthopedist.
With his loud booming voice, he could have been
an evangelist, a revivalist or Baptist minister. His
voice easily carries two or three fairways.

Actually its all genetic. Garth comes from Kauai
where his father was a labor union leader in the
days of Jack Hall, Jack Kawano and the I.L.W.U.
To be a union leader you needed a strong voice
and carry a big stick.

There is no doubt that Garth was a favorite son.
Many years ago, we frequently went to Kauai on
our golfing trips. One night, Garth and some of
his drinking buddies closed the bar at the old
Kauai Surf. It was 3 a.m. and they had no car. No
cabs run around Lihue at that time of night. So
Garth had to call his dad.

“What’s the matter, son? Something happen in
Honolulu?”

“No, no, I’m here on Kauai. The boys kept me
out late and we need a ride back to Kauai Resort.”

Poor old dad, he didn’t even know his son was
on Kauai. When you hear such stories, you know
that Garth was his Dad’s favorite son. Of course,
it helped that Garth was his only son.

And that is how Garth’s familiar expletive
“God dammit!” got started. When growing up on
Kauai, it used to be “Garth dammit!” All the
neighbors thought Mr Morimoto was using God’s
name in vain.

I’ve known Garth for thirty five years. He is a
well trained board-certified orthopod. With his
partner Don Maruyama, they’ve had a busy
practice and it is sad to see the demise of the
Hawaii Orthopedic Clinic, but time marches on.

A group of hospital personnel plan to throw a
celebration party after Garth leaves. They are the
hospital nurses, pharmacists and record room
clerks. We know about doctors with poor pen
manship. Well, these two partners at the Hawaii
Orthopedic Clinic invented a script of their own.
To say that Garth’s writing is hard to decipher is
about the nicest thing you can say about it. Actu
ally it’s impossible. Garth and Don have caused
more turmoil in the Medical Records Department
than the rest of the KMC staff combined. The
continuous turnover of personnel in that depart
ment can be primarily traced to these two doctors.
Garth even went to a handwriting expert, the kind
who could tell him what his character and past life
was like and his future was going to be. Garth was
told. “Sorry, can only help if you write English.”

I’ve been playing golf with Garth for umpteen
years and I know his game inside-out. Garth went
to undergraduate school at Ohio State and during
Garth’s time, they had the same coach, Bob
Kepler, who taught such great golfers like Jack
Nicholas, Tom Weiskopf and John Cook. If you
watch Garth’s practice swing, you can see he
learned the swing well. He takes his club straight
back, makes a full shoulder turn, points the club
right at the target and then makes a strong, beau
tiful swing ie, a perfect arc with a great follow
through. Perfecto!

Somehow, somewhere, in the great neural net
work that constantly intrigues neurologists,
something happens when a little golf ball is
placed in front of him. Now, I have to be a little
clinical, so please bear with me. It may be cortical
imagery that is distorted when the reflection of
the ball hits the macula and the optic tract, by
passing the lateral geniculate bodies and sweeping
in an arc to the occipital cortex: from the visual
cortex to other cortical and subcortical areas or
from the pretectal region to the Edinger-Wesphal
nucleus via the posterior comrnissure, or from the
superior colliculi to other cranial and spinal nu

HAWAII MEDICAL JOURNAL, VOL 55, NOvEMBER i996
240



News and Notes
Continued from page 240

clei. It probably has to be the first of these options
because association and reflex fibers pass from
the occipital cortex to other cortical centers re
lated to higher function as well as to the superior
colliculi and, thus, through the tectobulbar and
tectospinal tracts for voluntary and postural re
flexes.

So, although we do not yet have an answer,
there are a number of possibilities where Garth’s
perfect swing goes askew when a golf ball is
placed in front of him. From the practical stand
point, my advice is simple: Next time you’re on
the golf course, address your club behind the ball,
close your eyes and take your Tom Weiskopf
swing. Guaranteed, your swing will look nice,
even if you miss the Garth-dammit ball.

Classified Notices

To place a classified notice:
HMA members.—Please send a signed and typewritten

ad to the HMA office. As a benefit ot membership, HMA
members may place a complimentary one-time classified ad
in HMJ as space is available.

Nonmembers.—Please call 536-7702 for a nonmember
form. Rates are $1.50 a word with a minimum of 20 words or
$30. Not commissionable. Payment must accompany written
order.

Office Space

Office space.—Kapiolani Women’s and Children’s
Medical Center. Office space to share, 1100 sq ft, full
or part time. Specialist preferred. Available Jan 1997.
Call Charlene 943-8864.
Ala Moana BIdg.—Office space available immedi
ately. Completely furnished, 2 exam rooms and con
sultation room. Best reasonable offer. Call 955-6666.
Ala Moana Bldg.— Oral Surgery office adaptable for
MD., 680 sq ft, 3 treatment rooms/Recovery. Opposite
Lab/X-Ray. Any reasonable cash offer. 949-8187.
Kapolei Medical Park.—Tenants include HMSA, Ka
piolani, Straub, & Queens. A limited amount of custom
designed space will be available for private practices
in this exclusive first-class building. For info call (800)-
537-6329.
Office Space for rent in Hilo.— at the Ka Waena
Lapaau Medical Center complex, 670 Ponahawai St.,
800 sq it, Available Nov. 1,1996. Please call 961-2881
for more information.

Locum Tenens

Family Physician (moving from Canada). Available
1-2 months locums around December/January. Tel:
(403) 295-7666 Fax: (403) 295-8960 Cellular: (403)
860-9939.

For Sale

ENT O.R. Microscope, 2 ENT RX units w/suction and
compressed air, pneumatic SMR exam chair & Dr’s
stool, X-ray view box, instruments, etc. Call 946-4797,
Fax 943-8874.
MaclI Electrocardiograph,very good condition, make
offer. Call 597-8043

Services Available

CPA Specializing in Medical Profession. Books,
payroll, taxes—Big Six experience, honest & reliable.
Call Rose Chan at the Financial Advantage 262-0877
or e-mail cpa@aloha.net.
Internet Consulting & Advertising Services for
Physicians.—Make your presence known on the
World Wide Web. For an application and further info,
write c/c Int’l Internet Medical Consultants (IIMC), P0
Box 31178, Honolulu, HI 96820, Fax (808) 538-0781,
or e-mail ri@aloha.net.

Positions Available

Johnston AtoIl.—Unaccompanied physician with U.S.
license required for general practice, 48 hr week.
Housing, food, and transportation is provided. JA is a
friendly community with recreational opportunities in
cluding diving, sailing, and a 9 hole golf course. Please
respond to Pam Cooper, Holmes & Narver. P0 Box
6240, Orange, CA 92863-6240.
Immediate Opportunities available at Family Prac
tice Clinics. Honolulu, Oahu, Wailuku, Maui, and Kailua
Kona, Hawaii. Spectrum Healthcare Resources offers:
Permanent full or part-time positions, independent
contractororemployee status available, flexible hours,
competitive salary/benefits. For more information,
please contact: Mike Dominguez at 800-288-8044 ext.
2305 or fax your CV to 719-598-7945, or Paula Wilson
at 800-325-3982 ext. 9315 or fax your CV to 314-919-
8919.

ALOHA
LABORATORIES, INC.

Qo tz &ULn E4 of tPatotcy
CAP Accredited Laboratory

Surgical Pathology

Dermatopathology

Cogy

Frozen Sections

Intraoperative Consultations

David M. Amberger, M.D.

2036 Hau Street Honolulu, Hi 96819
(808) 842-6600 Fax: (808) 848-0663
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THERE’S NOTHING
MIGHTIER THAN THE SWORD.
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CONTEMPORARY ART

Seabirds by Louis Pohl

Fine art enhances the spaces
in which people live and work.

*A portion of the sales to
physician members will help

support the HMA.

Until there’s a cure,
there’s the

American Diabetes
Association.

Visit us at our new location
Aston Park Shore Hotel

2586 Kalakaua Avenue
Corner of Kalakaua and Kapahulu

922-7701
http://www.waikiki-ga I lery.com

A American
Diabetes
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