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“Don’t have any credit we don’t care—Don’t have a bank
account, we don’t care—don’t have any assets, we
don’t care—don’t want to pay us, that’s when we care!”

(Carson as Art Fern)

Jayhawk Acceptance Corp. is a used car lender in Dallas, Texas, but
now has moved from auto bodies to human bodies. It is offering
financial lending packages to patients who would like elective surgery,
especially cosmetic, but do not have the capital. These new lenders

advertise widely and target poor risks which the bank has refused.

Surgeons pay $900 to participate, and are then listed for selection by

the patient. Lenders offset their risk with interest rates of 18% to 22.5%
where usury laws allow. They also protect themselves by paying the
surgeon 60% of the fee with the balance paid after the lender recoups
its loan. Of course, there is the problem of how to repossess a
blepharoplasty, nose job, or breast augmentation. How about photo-

refractive keratectomy?

A little ignorance can go a long way.
A doctor in California admitted to a drug problem, he completed

treatment in a rehab program, and he signed a contract, which included
monitoring by the hospital. However, he refused to release drug

treatment records to the board of medical examiners, and refused to
undergo physical and psychiatric evaluations. The board then subpoe
naed all related medical records (including peer review actions), but
that request was refused on the basis of confidentiality. On appeal, a
superior court sided with the board, and only the hospital records were

released. Unfortunately, those who desire unlimited access to re
stricted records, fail to understand that peer review must be based upon

confidentiality.

I am making a list of my favorite politicians. This will

take some time.
Those wonderful, fun-loving, let-me-spend-your-money people we

elected, do so want to practice medicine. Not content to meddle with

length-of-stay, drive-by mastectomies, and late term abortions, 16

Congresspersons have introduced a measure to prohibit the use of
federal funds in any way that might assist a person in committing

suicide. What would we do without them?

We are all in this alone.
There are many sincere people in America who are demanding the

“right to die with dignity,” and the Supreme Court must consider two
landmark cases addressing constitutional questions around assisted

suicide. Proponents claim that all that is required is a law allowing the
physician to administer a deadly drug ala Jack Kevorkian, the one-time
pathologist turned executioner. The AMA House of Delegates has

overwhelmingly voted against physician assisted suicide. As AMA

past President Bob McAfee said, doctors are not in the business of
providing death. In the Netherlands, a law was passed to permit

assisted suicide, however, the intent has deteriorated. Euthanasia for
those who are terminally ill has moved to euthanasia for the chronically
ill, and to euthanasia for psychological distress, and then from volun

tary to involuntary euthanasia. The Dutch government’s own research

has documented that in more than one thousand cases a year, doctors
actively cause or hasten death without the patient’s request. Those who

claim that guidelines will be established to regulate the process, must

recognize that in The Netherlands virtually every original guideline

has been modified or violated with impunity.

A patriot must always be ready to defend his country
from his government.

Both the President and the Republican Congress are tinkering with
ideas to alter Medicare, because the present system is headed for
bankruptcy. NBC and the Wall St. Journal conducted a poll of 2003
Americans in an attempt to determine what the public wants. Most
people said Medicare should be protected, not reformed. A most
interesting finding is that much of the public believes that there is no
crisis, and as one man said, “The money is there. It’s just been used for
many other things.” A majority rejected higher payroll taxes, and
rejected any increase in beneficiary out-of-pocket costs, or an increase
in age eligibility. Forty seven percent opposed reducing payments to
doctors and hospitals, while 45% were in favor. Most people over age

50, rejected incentives to join HMOs, but a 60% majority favored a
means-test whereby those with incomes over $40,000/year would pay
more for their health coverage.

It’s not the steak, it’s the sizzle.
Going back to the days of President Bush and then HCFA boss, Gale

Wilensky, the Administration has been trying to implement “Centers
of Excellence,” for cataract surgery. Now, after the failures of such
pilot programs, a move is underway to include expensive inpatient

procedures—joint replacement, and CABG, but not eye surgery. But

the biggest insult about “Centers—” is that the term is merely HCFA

spin for discounted care, and has nothing to do with excellence, or even

with quality. Several things are certain about bureaucracies: among

others, they do not listen, they do not care, they are very slow learners,

and sadly, we must live with them.

Natural laws have no pity.
It has been said that hitting a baseball is the most difficult task in

sports (ask Michael Jordan), and even the most skilled batters are
successful in producing hits only 30 to 35% of the time. Not surpris
ingly, a study reported in the Archives of Ophthalmology found that

batters who lose sharp stereopsis, quickly decay at the plate. Hitting

stars of the past, George Sisler and Tony Conigliaro, and lately Kirby

Puckett, all had to give up the sport when vision deteriorated in one eye.

And remember Will Rogers last words to his one-eyed pilot, Wiley

Post, “Wiley, you have the patch over the wrong eye!”

He may be a genius. The contrary is, of course, more

probable.
A veterinary doctor was caring for a sick cow, and inserted a plastic

tube in its rear to test for intestinal gas. He struck a match, and the

resulting jet of flame set fire to hay bales, which in turn ignited the

building and the entire farm was destroyed with damages at $80,000.
The cow survived, but the poor vet was arrested and later fined $200

for irresponsibly starting the fire.

Addenda—
+ Intraocular pressures read abnormally low after PRK.
+ Muscles come and go; flab lasts and lasts.
+ They laughed at Joan of Arc, but she went right ahead and built

it.

Aloha, and keep the faith—its •
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