
Council Highlights

Friday, August 1, 1997
Roger Kimura MD, Secretary

The meeting was called to orderby Dr Spangler, President at 5:38 p.m.
Those present were Drs L. Howard, President-elect; C. Lehman,

Immediate Past President; C. Kelley, Treasurer: R. Kimura, Secre
tary; AMA Delegates: C. Kam, A. Kunimoto; Alternate AMA Del
egate: F. Holschuh, Vice-Speaker: P. Blanchette; County Presidents:
W. Dang Jr. - Honolulu, G. McKenna - Kauai, A. Bairos - W. Hawaii;
Councilors: P. Chinn, C. Goto, M. Shirasu, R. Stevens, W. Young, M.
Yolles, P. Kim, C. Kadooka, B. LeeLoy; Past Presidents: W. Dang

HMA Staff: J. Won, B. Kendro, N. Jones, P. Kawamoto, J. Asato,
A. Rogness-recording secretary.

Minutes: The minutes of the July 11/97 Council meeting were
approved as circulated.

Dr Spangler reported: 1) that the President of the American
Society of Reproductive Members wrote an article urging physicians
to join the AMA. 2) he received a letter from the HMA Alliance stating
that they will not be holding their annual meeting in conjunction with
HMA ‘ s Annual Meeting; 3) he called for volunteers to be on the adhoc
committee to meet with pharmacists regarding concerns. Drs L.
Howard, S. Wallach, J. McDonnell and Dr Spangler will be members
of the adhoc committee.

For Action
• A motion was passed by Council to co-sponsor a Patient Advo

cacy Forum with the purpose of helping to bring groups together for
discussion. Mr Won will keep an accounting of HIVIA staff time. (The
focus is on patient advocacy groups that represent their particular
constituency on how to understand the political processes and to work
with their physicians.)

• A motion was passed by Council to support the Advocacy
Resource Center Participation. This Center has been developed as a
way for the AMA to support and provide a number of services to state
and county medical societies.

• A motion was passed by Council to allow Drs Kam and Kienitz
to send their Workers’ Compensation Survey to Specialty Societies.

Component Society Reports
Honolulu.—Dr W. Dang Jr., reported that Tuesday, August 12, Dr

B. Fong will be giving a presentation on the new changes from the
switching of Medicare from Aetna to the North Dakota group.

Maui and Hawaii.—No report.
West Hawaii.—Dr Bairos reported that he and Dr LeeLoy are

having a meeting to discuss how to get physicians interested to attend
meetings from their County.

Kauai.—Dr McKenna reported that Kauai County recently had a
general membership meeting and 38 members attended. Eight (8)

were new members. Members were brought up-to-date on what the
HMA Council is doing. The Kauai Alliance also gave an update on its
activities. Dr Bill Shankel gave a talk about his experiences as a POW
in Vietnam which was very interesting and well received by all who
attended.

For Information
Bylaws Committee.—The committee presented its draft of the

bylaws to Council for consideration. A few changes were made and
the bylaws will be mailed out to membership via the newsletter at least
30 days before the annual meeting.

Recognition of Dr Calvin Sia.—Nine outstanding individuals
were honored by the National Governor’s Association. Dr Sia was
honored in the private citizen category for championing the creation
of responsive and effective services for young children and their
parents.

PGMA.—Drs L. Howard, J. Spangler, Mr J. Won and HMA’s
attorneys met with Mr Rey Graulty, the insurance commissioner, his
assistant and their attorney. Par or Nonpar physicians cannot seek
reimbursement for PGMA’ s share of outstanding claims, however the
portion paid by the patient can be billed. All claims after March 7,
1997 are to be paid in full. It was noted that payment of the claims
would probably not occur in the near future. HMA will receive a letter
from the insurance commissioner stating that the hospitals and physi
cians will be treated equally. Mr Graulty plans to propose a bill this
legislative session to increase the financial reservea that mutual
benefit societies must carry. The HMA Officers will keep Council
informed of developments.

Physician Contract Review.—HMA was asked by a number of

physicians to comment on the University Health Alliance Contract.
HMA’s attorney reviewed the contract and submitted comments.

Program on Pain Management.—It was announced that the
program sponsored by Knoll Pharmaceutical will be held on Sept. 18
on the Big Island, Hilton Waikaloa and on Sept. 19 on Oahu at the
Hilton Hawaiian Village. The program for Kauai and Maui will be
scheduled in mid November. Flyers for the program will be sent out

shortly and the cost is $10 per person which includes dinner and all
registration materials. It will start at 5:00 p.m. and will be about a three
hour program.

Annual Meeting.—Dr Shirasu reported that the annual meeting

brochure/registration was sent out and encouraged the Presidents of
the Component Societies to remind their members to attend and to
register early.

Meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m.
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