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Experience varies directly with equipment ruined.
A healthy 39-year-old woman went to her chiropractor complaining of neck

and shoulder pain related to her work as an airline flight attendant. She was treated
with adjustment of her cervical spine. Immediately after the manipulation, she
lost most of her left peripheral visual field. She noted dizziness and lay back
down, and the chiropractor performed additional adjustment. The dizziness

resolved, but the visual defect remained. She was referred for immediate
neurologic evaluation, and magnetic resonance imaging showed an acute infarc

tion of the ventromedial aspect of the inferior right occipital lobe. No bleeding nor

mass lesions were seen, the cervical spine was normal, and no other focal

neurologic deficits were found. Follow-up visits at three and six months after the
initial ophthalmic consultation, noted no change in her homonymous hemianop

sia. The theoretical explanation is that stretching the vertebrobasilar artery leads

to an embolic stroke. This complication of chiropractic treatment is extremely

rare, but has been previously reported. So, if you get out of line, don’t let them

rub you the wrong way.

Be careful if you don’t know where you are going. You
might not get there.

And on that subject closer to home, North Hawaii Community Hospital on the
big island has granted medical staff credentials to some alternative practitioners,

such as those using “healing touch.” HMA past president, Fred Holschuh, MD,

Hilo ER physician and alternate delegate to the American Medical Association

House of Delegates, addressed the AMA House by saying, “It might sound

strange to some people in this room, but this is the way the community wants it
done. A lot of people are going to these folks, and we want to make sure that we
have some kind of medical control and supervision when we are dealing with

them.” In ophthalmology we are familiar with the choice of alternative therapies

by “pretenders,” but they constantly reject medical supervision, often with the

general public at risk.

Circle the wagons. Aim out.
Congress passed a bill with reductions in Medicare reimbursement, centered

around a single RVS conversion factor in 1998. Surgeons, especially ophthal

mologists already shredded by reimbursement reductions, shouted to our
Congressmen that it is unfair to leap to the new schedule without the supporting

data, and the fact that surgeons have already performed beyond expectations in
conforming to previous HCFA mandates. Still the pressure was to simply plug in

the inclusive factor beginning in 1998, and forget gathering data. Sadly, much of

the problem generates from non-surgeons who apparently believe that reducing

to a single conversion factor will provide them with increased income. Wake up,
my beloved colleagues! We are in the same canoe here, and drilling a hole in the
opposite end only serves to aid those who want to make the practice of medicine

a public utility. Experience demonstrates that every inch of ground lost in the
struggle against the scheming forces in the beltway, cannot be regained.

Facts often weaken under extreme heat and pressure.
The House of Representatives version of Medicare reform legislation included

a $250,000 cap on non-economic damages in medical malpractice lawsuits. The
Congressional Budget Office estimates a conservative figure of $200 million in
savings over a seven year period, but the Physician Insurers Association of

America (PIAA) claims that savings would be considerably greater. A similar

action in the California liability statute (MICRA) has worked to control liability

losses, much to the consternation of plaintiffs’ attorneys in the golden state. But

it didn’t happen in Washington, because the trial lawyers’ friends in the Senate

wiped out the reform in the final bill.

Which is it . man is one of God’s blunders, or God is one
of man’s blunders?

Biologic warfare does not necessarily need to generate from foreign sources.

In The Dalles, Oregon, 751 people who ate or worked at salad bars in 10

restaurants, developed salmonella infection from the identical strain of bacteria

cultured at the nearby Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh colony. Apparently, followers of

the Bhagwan were angry at the community, and deliberately contaminated the
salad bars in reprisal. Reporting in JAMA, investigators from the Center for

Disease Control and Prevention, accumulated evidence to establish the link, and

warned “if investigation of a large and cryptic outbreak implicates a mechanism

of contamination that does not reflect established patterns, then the possibility of

intentional contamination should be considered.

When stupidity is a sufficient explanation, there is no need
to seek another.

In a remarkable episode of “They did what?” the American Medical Associa
tion, signed a marketing alliance with Sunbeam Corp. Historically, the AMA has

yr given its endorsement to any commercial product. Most assuredly, the
credibility of the organization would become suspect if the agreement were to go

ahead. Many members and others outside the AMA have demanded a reversal of

the action, and P. John Seward, MD AMA executive vice-president, has admitted

the action was an error. Purportedly, proceeds from the agreement, which were

expected to total millions of dollars annually, would be channeled into health

education projects. The House of Delegates, the policy directing body of the

AMA, will demand an explanation at the December meeting.

If God had wanted man to drive, he would have provided
parking places.

Out there in the dangerous motorized world, statistics demonstrate that it is

increasingly dangerous to operate a car. Car to light truck (pick-ups, vans, sport-

utility vehicles) accidents are on the rise. The possibility of a fatal outcome is four

times greater in the car when colliding with a light truck. Explanation is simply

that a standard car weighs from 2200 to 3400 lbs, while the light trucks go at 3600

to 4200. Bigger, stronger and heavier doesn’t always win, but that’s the way to
bet, and in fact, it’s pretty cheap health insurance.

“The vote means nothing to women. We should be armed.”
E Jong

“Women do not need artificial handouts, such as quotas, “according to Anita

Blair, head of the Independent Women’s Forum. Contrarily, Patricia freland,

head of the National Organization of Women (NOW) says that affinnative action

for women is not obsolete. Both women voters and collective data support Ms.
Blair. More than 2/3 of women voters in California voted in favor of Proposition

209 which banned special treatment for women and minorities by state agencies

and schools. Figures indicate that among workers ages 27 to 33 who don’t have

children, women earn 98% of men’s incomes. Women now own eight million

firms in this country, compared to less than half that just a decade ago. The

professions are even more demonstrative as 35% of new doctors are female, up

from 9% in 1970, and 42% of new lawyers are women, up from 7% in 1970.

I respect faith, but doubt is what gives you an education.
A 72-year-old woman had a routine chest x-ray prior to arthroscopic knee

surgery. The radiologist noted a “poorly defined rounded density” in the base of

the left lung. The report was filed in the back of the patient’s chart without

comment or follow up. Seven months later the patient suffered chest pain, and her

internist ordered a coronary angiogram, which was unremarkable, and also a

chest x-ray. The radiologist compared this film with the previous one, and

described an increase in the size of the lesion. He noted that the lesion might

represent a tumor, and once again the report was filed away before the internist

could see it. Less than two years later, the patient complained of shortness of

breath and was found to have disseminated metastatic lung cancer, which proved

to be fatal. The malpractice complaint was settled for $200,000, with 12-1/2% to

the radiologist and 87-1/2% to the internist. Obviously, the amount would have

been much more if the patient had been younger. Moral: read and follow up on

abnormal lab and x-ray reports.

Now about your peer review system.
In the upper Amazon basin an Indian tribe executed a medicine man for

practicing “bad medicine.” A council of native healers of the Achuar tribe

sentenced Hernan Sundy to death after finding him guilty of killing five people

who died after receiving his treatment. “He was warned not to cause more

misfortunes, but he did not pay attention.” The community’s healers met,

sentenced him to death, and he was summarily shot.

Addenda—
+ One of the keys to happiness is a bad memory.
+ Teddy Kennedy would have made an excellent bartender.

Aloha and Keep the faith.—rts •
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