
News and Notes Hen N. Yokoyama MD

Life in These Parts
The Healing Touch (Laying of Hands)

(A QMC program)
The concept of energy healing comes from a

long line of ancient cultures: (In India it’s called

prana; in China, Thailand and Japan it’s ch’i or

qi; and in Hawaii mana)
Chuck Wall, 57, HEI Inc. VP received daily

healing touch treatments while semiconscious

for two weeks after an acute MI. About his

extraordinary recovery, Chuck says, “The uni

verse is made of nothing but energy. Einstein

proved that clearly human contact, human touch

and human caring is a powerful force.” (Mid

Week March 4 98)

The Man Who Made 600 Babies
Phil McNamee, 61, won the campus table

tennis championship, as an undergraduate at

Northwestern U. Fortunately for us, he became

interested in infertility while a med student at

Stanford. Thirty five years later, through in vitro

fertilization, he has delivered 600 children, in

cluding his own 3 grandchildren. After training

on the mainland, he formed the Pacific In Vitro

Fertilization Institute with physicians Beizton

Chun, Thomas Kosasa CarlMorton and Francis

Terada and lab director Thomas Wang. The

institute is the 17th largest of 310 such clinics in

the U.S. and rates in the top 10 percent in success

rates.
Besides making babies, Phil still wields a mean

ping pong paddle and is married to a former

Stanfordcoed, CarolHodgson who is the founder

of MADD (Mothers Against Drunk Driving).

Medical Alert
The National Kidney Foundation of Hawaii

reports that kidney failure is 30% higher in Ha

waii than the national average.

The causes of kidney failure in Hawaii are:

Diabetes 48%
Glomerulonephritis 25%
Hypertension 10%
Other causes 16%

Dialysis by ethnic groups
Japanese 26%
Filipinos 23%
1-Iawaiians 19%
Caucasians 11%
Chinese 7%
Koreans 2%

The National Kidney Foundation of Hawaii is

not an Aloha United Way member and does not

receive funding from its national office. To help,

call 573-1515. (From Foundation President

Roland Ng ‘s speech)

Hors De Combat
On March 3, the Supreme Court ruled favor

ably in a Hawaii medical practice case viz that

people can file for bankruptcy and avoid paying

damages for harming someone so long as they

didn’t intend to cause injury.
Hawaii physician Paul Geiger (who did not

have malpractice insurance) filed for bankruptcy

and asked to be freed from a $355,040 damages

award incurred when his treatment of a woman’s

leg infection led to amputation and her subse

quent demise.
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg (Ed. bless her

heart) wrote for the court that “People who file for

bankruptcy cannot be forced to pay for injuries

they cause when an act is intentional, but injury is

unintentional.”

Elected, Honored & Appointed
HMA Officers:

Belated congratulations to Len Howard, in

stalled as HMA president at the 141 HMA meeting

in October last year. Len is a board certified OB

GYN man who retired in 1994 after 20 years with

Kaiser. Len is also an ordained Deacon in the

Episcopal Church.
Patricia Chinn, Honolulu general surgeon,

elected president-elect. Pat chaired the HMA

Peer Review Committee, co-chaired the HMA

Reorganization Task Force, and served as HCMS

treasurer. Charles Kelley, Straub internist and

occupational med specialist, will continue as

HMA treasurer. And Roger Kimura, internist.

will continue as HMA secretary. Calvin Kam

was elected AMA delegate; Fred Holschuh and

Stephen Wallach were elected Alternate AMA

delegates. Fred Holschuh was honored by his

colleagues as the 1997 Physician of the Year.

Hearty congratulations to John Spangler, outgo

ing HMA president.
HCMS Officers: At the November 23, 1997

Annual Meeting of the Honolulu County Medical

Society, the following were installed: Cynthia

Goto, president; Cedric Akau, president-elect;

Rhoads Stevens, secretary; and Laurie Tom,

treasurer.

Letters to the Editor (Star Bulletin Jan 8

‘98)
“The Hawaii Medical Service Association has

stated that unrestricted access to patient records is

necessary to protect against fraud and abuse by

providers.
How wonderful it would be if HMSA would

reciprocate. We would then understand why our

HMSA claims would be “in processing” since

November last year or why it takes a year and a

half to pay for anesthesia fees. (The letter writing

to get action from HMSA took twice the time

needed for surgery)
Is there some way that the public can be pro

tected from fraud and abuse by HMSA?”
Walter Young MD

Physician Moves
January: Hematologist-Oncologist Arnold KN.

Yee opened his practice at St. Francis Outpatient

Bldg., Ste. 308 and St. Francis West Medical

Office Bldg., Ste. 108.
March: Pediatrician-AllergistJeffreyKamjoined

Straub King Street and Straub Pali Momi.

Quotes From Actual Medical
Records (Hawaii Medical News July ‘97)

“Healthy appearing 69 year old male, mentally

alert, but forgetful...”
“The patient has no past history of suicides.”

“The patient’s past medical history has been

remarkably insignificant with only a 40 lb weight

gain in the past 3 days.”
“The patient refused an autopsy.”

“On the second day, the knee was better and on

the third day, it had completely disappeared.”

“The patient had waffles for breakfast and

anorexic for lunch.”
(From “Funny Bones” by Jeri Leong: medical

practice consultant)

The Olympian (Condensed version)

by Dr Beverly Goodwin, Kingston, Ont.

My usually serious, somewhat reserved secre

tary shot a wild-eyed, strained glance at me as she

ushered in my next patient which suggested that

she was vigorously suppressing an urge to snicker.

The burly young man in the exam room rarely

came to see me except for strains, sprains and

other musculo-skeletal consequences of his con

struction work. Today Joe was squirming in his

chair and would barely meet my eyes.

When I asked him the reason for his visit, he
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paused in acute emotional discomfort, then blurted
it out defiantly, “I got Olympic Stain on my
privates.”

I struggled to imagine a scenario in which this
might have occurred. Joe came to my rescue,
explaining hurriedly that he’d been up a ladder
staining his house when he accidentally spilled
the contents of the can down the front of himself.

Remembering the admonition on the label to
avoid skin contact, he leapt down the ladder and
stripped to his undershorts, watering hi mselfdown
with a garden hose, but it was several minutes
before he was able to hit the indoor shower, shed
his shorts, and rinse his “private”—said parts by
then beginning to redden and sting uncomfort
ably.

Fear for his conjugal future had finally over
powered his reluctance to disclose (and disciothe)
all in the presence of the “lady doctor.”

By now the discomfort had subsided and the
afflicted parts appeared normal. I was tempted to
reassure him. Try as I might, I couldn’t dispel the
image of the Olympic Stain Episode coming back
to haunt me. There was nothing for it but to call
Poison Control. After considerable spluttering at
the other end of the phone, and a careful review of
chemical contents, I could confidently reassure a
red-faced Joe that, while his “nether regions”
might now be weatherproof and water resistant,
he could otherwise expect no ill effects from his
body-paintingepisode. The young Olympian scur
ried out of the office in great relief.

Potpourri
“Information...Can I help you?”
“I’d like the number of the Theater Guild”
“One moment please...(Pause) m sorry sir. I

have no listing for Theodore Guild.”
“No, no...It isn’t a person. It’s an organization.

It’s Theater Guild.”
“I told you sir! I have no listing for a Theodore

Guild.”
“Not Theodore! Theater! The word is theater!

T-H-E-A-T-E-R!”
“That sir, is not the way Theodore is spelled.”

Dr. Dara’s Dairy
Excerpt therefrom: (Stitches, Jan. 1998)

Friday: I had a Japanese visitor as a patient
today. He came in with his voluminous phrase
book through which he was flicking vigorously
as I came in. We went through some introductory
bows.

“Sorry, I speak poor English,” he said, reading
off the book. I smiled as I quietly cursed the front
desk. He continued, “I come to you because you
are a great pathologist.” Before I could correct
him on the two errors in the last sentence, he
added, “I have a pole in my ass.” He then sat back
in silence, staring at me. I returned his stare in
silence, then finally asked to see the phrase book.
Sure enough, there it was, just as he’d uttered it.

I motioned to the couch and five minutes later,
after a good deal of wrangling, prodding, not to
mention significant discomfort to my patient, it
became apparent that the problem was one of
hemorrhoids, or “piles.”

Office Space

Pearl City Business Plaza.—Tenant Improvement
Allowances for Long Leases; 680+ sq ft; 24-hr security;
tree tenant/customer pkg; Gifford Chang 581-8853
DP, 593-9776, 531-3526.
Office Space.—Newly renovated office space to
share—i 500 sq ft in St. Francis Medical office bldg.,
preferably surgeons, fax: 537-4032.

Locum Tenens

Board Certified family practitioner.—Available for
short term practice coverage. Liability insurance pro
vided. Please contact: V. Braslavsky, MD (913) 383-
3285. http:I/www.concentric.netl—locumdr/i .htm.
Take an Afternoon Off.—While your office stays
open. Part-time primary care office coverage on a
regular or occasional basis by longtime Honolulu phy
sician. Contact John Wichmann-Walczak MD at 739-
9483 or 524-2575.

Misc.

Latex Glove Relief.—Free evaluation sample ot gel
reducing irritation from latex, nitrile and vinyl gloves.
Limit 1 per Hawaii member’s office. Call and record
complete address or send business card to Sahara
Cosmetics, ph 808-735-8081,P.O. Box 10869, Hono
lulu, HI 96816-0869 USA.

Announcements

New Practice.—Dr Raymond D. Thompson an
nounces the opening of his General Practice at the Ala
Moana Bldg, 1441 Kapiolani Blvd., #1 405, Honolulu,
HI 96814-4407. Phone 943-0101.
New Office.—Dr Margaret Cheung, Ophthalmologist
and Uveitis Specialist, St. Francis Medical office bldg.,
2228 Liliha St., #301, Honolulu, HI 96817, ph: 521-
3535, fax: 566-0014, and St. Francis Medical Plaza-
West, 91 -21 39 Ft. Weaver Rd., #205, Ewa Beach, HI
96706, ph: 671-3535.
Moved.—Katz Orthopedic Surgery and Sports Medi
cine, Neil T. Katz MD, 302 California Ave., Suite 202,
Wahiawa, HI 96786, Ph: 621-3838, fax:622-1808, pgr:
581-5692. Patients may also be seen at our St. Francis
West office.
New Practice.—Drs Tanguilig, Leialoha and Diniega
have opened their OB/GYN group practice-Hawaii
Women’s Healthcare at Kapiolani Hospital, Suite 520,
ph: 947-5606, and Waipahu office at Leetown Center,
Suite B2-204, ph: 676-4718.
lnternistlPulmonologist.—-Opportunity to join estab
lished Group Practice in Waimea, on the Big Island.
Contact: Dr Sharon Vitousek or Dr John Dawson,
Waimea Medical Associates, 667-1123 Mamaloahoa
Hwy, #128, Kamuela, Hawaii 96743, Ph (808) 885-
7351, Fax (808) 885-1795.
Nurse Practitioner.—APRN Hawaii, nationally certi
fied, 25 years experience RN, 10 years experience as
NP adult and geriaffic focus. Seeks collaborative prac
tice on Oahu PIT, locum tenens OK. Available May
1998. Please reply to: NP, 2440 Campus Road, Uni
versity#356, Honolulu, HI 96822, message (808)951 -

8288. Excellent references.
Volunteer Training with Hospice Hawail—20-hr
course at Hospice Hawaii office. June: Wednesday,
June 17,6 to 10pm. Sat., June 20,8 am to 5pm. Sat.,
June 27 8 am to 5 pm. For more information call 924-
9255 ext. 219. Weekday volunteers are especially
needed.
Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Honolulu.—Make a
BIG difference. Mentor a child today! For more infor
mation call 521-3811.
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Classified Notices
To place a classified notice:

HMA members.—Please send a signed and typewñtten ad to the HMA office. As a benefit of membership, HMAmembers may place a complimentary one-time classified ad in HMJ as space is available.
Nonmembers.—Please call 536-7702 fora nonmemberform. Rates are $1.50 a word with a minimum of 20 words

HAwAII
PATHoLoGIsTs’
LABORATORY

The Full Service Lab

Offering Comprehensive
Services in..

• Clinical Pathology
• Surgical Pathology
• Frozen Section Diagnosis
• Pap Smears
• Special Cytology
• Flow Cytometry
• Fine Needle Aspiration
• Bone Marrow Interpretation
• Specimen Photography
• Image Analysis

1301 Punchbowl Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
547-4271 Fax 547-4045


