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Statistics are a highly logical and precise method for
saying a half-truth inaccurately.

Bureaucrats have a strange way of examining data. The Medicare Payment

Advisory Commission (MedPac) showed heavy interest in the variations in pay

ments for cataract surgery across settings. The commissioners noted that cataract

surgery accounts for 35% of ambulatory surgical center (ASC) volume, and were

concerned with the dollars going to ASCs, and the fact that they are physician-

owned. The commissioners should be delighted with that volume, and should

encourage even more surgery in ASCs. What should be the over-riding fact is that

statistics have established that free-standing ASCs deliver the same or better care

than hospital facilities with greater ease and comfort for both doctor and patient.

Most importantly, they do so at a considerable savings for patients and third parties.

It would be instructive for the commissioners to see a dollar figure of the savings to

Medicare provided by that 35% with a comparison to the same services in a hospital.

This is data which hospitals do not want disseminated.

But what if I only do this until I need dark glasses?
Every silver lining must have a cloud, and now it seems that the cloud in clinical

use of Viagra is retinal dysfunction. Side effects described by some patients include

a bluish color perception change and light sensitivity. In one study, electrical

measures of retinal function dropped by 30-50%, and were still apparent up to 5

hours after taking the drug. So far, only a moderate percentage ofusers have reported

any visual symptoms, and there is no indication of permanent change. Still, it seems

wise to minimize the dose level for men with macular degeneration or pigmentary

degeneration of the retina. At present, the FDA recommends an average dose of 50

mg. (per day? per week? perinterlude? per loin?)

This administration has the integrity of a hyena and the style
of a poison toad.

There is no limit to the level of harassment being heaped upon those who provide

Medicare coverage. The latest budget proposal is a “user fee” which would shift

more than $660 million in Medicare administration costs to physicians, hospitals

and other providers. In Hawaii we already provide 4% to the state tax coffers for the

privilege of serving our patients, now Medicare has proposed to add the following:

I. Require physicians to pay $100 to initially enroll in Medicare and $25 every 5

years to re-enroll.
2. Subtract $1 from payments on any claim that is not submitted electronically.

3. Charge providers a $1 fee for submitting duplicate unprocessible claims (it is

often necessary to file two or even three forms to get a response.)

The AMA strongly opposes this imposition of a new tax on physicians under the

inane guise of a “user fee.” Come on, people, this is a real and extremely important

issue, so take a few minutes to contact our four entrenched DemocratCongresspersons

and tell them of your opinions about this additional unfair burden. There can really

be no doubt about the determination of this administration to break the back of the

private practice of medicine.

Guns don’t kill people—
The U.S. rate for firearm deaths in 1994, including homicides, suicides and

accidents, wa,s 14.24 per 100,000 people, the highest of the world’s 36 richest

nations. Japan claims the lowest rate at 0.05 per 100,000, or to put it another way,

one firearm death in Japan equals 285 deaths in America, the freedom-loving land

of amber waves of guns. It is easy to understand the uncertainty and fear of

government tyranny prevailing in the authors of the second amendment, and their

necessity for a well-armed state militia. The tragedy of the amendment is that by

extension we now have Street gangs with automatic rifles, freeway crazies with 9mm

hand guns, school children gunning down teachers and classmates, and disgruntled

employees blowing away bosses and co-workers. Some inner cites have become war

zones. The argument is made that this is part of the price we pay for freedom, but no

one can refute the fact that too many Americans reach for firearms as a solution for

everything from domestic squabbles to maintaining a drug habit. It is pretty scary out

there.

The function of socialism is to raise suffering to a higher level.
An additional insult to Medicare people is the prohibition on paying for medical

care with their own money. A 65-year-old man with severe emphysema wanted to

undergo lung volume reduction surgery. He was informed by Medicare that the

surgery was characterized as “experimental” and Medicare would not pay. That was

okay with the patient, and he made arrangements to pay the bill himself, however,

he could not. The physician refused because if he provided the care he would be

accused of Medicare “fraud.” The penalties include fines and a ban on caring for

Medicare patents for two years. If a bureaucrat decides that a given treatment is

experimental, or too expensive, or unnecessary, payment can be denied. Senator Kyl

(R-Arizona) offered an amendment to Title 4, Section 4507, which would guarantee

a patient’s right to pay directly for care. The bill was promptly passed by the Senate.

but killed by President Clinton. The United Seniors Assn. sued the government last

December over this issue, but DC Judge Thomas Hogan dismissed the suit with the

statement that the plaintiffs had “not demonstrated that they have a constitutional

right to privately contract with their physician.” This stands Article X of the Bill of

Rights on its head, which says that “The powers not delegated to the United States

by the Constitution are reserved to the States, respectively, or to the people.”

What nation are we in, anyway? An appeal is planned.

As to the value of advertising motivating people, remember

the Edsel.
Wesley Jessen VisionCare Inc., must stop making claims about the health

benefits of its UV-blocking contract lenses, according to the Food and Drug

Administration. Advertisements placed on the Internet and in a contact lens

magazine implied that the contact lenses protect the wearer from up to 95% of ultra

violet rays, and promoted the lenses as a substitute for sunglasses. Although the

company included a disclaimer stating that the lenses have not been proven, the FDA

claims the overall message would make consumers think the lenses could be used

for that purpose. Wesley Jessen VP Tom Steiner said they stopped distnbuting the

material, and the company still hopes it will be able to cite studies that support its

claim that UV protection in lenses has some benefit.

They are mad as hell, and doing something about it.

A new chapter in the turmoil in health care is emerging in Denver where a group

of 70 physicians purchased an abandoned Catholic hospital and plan to refurbish and

reopen it as a 60 bed boutique hospital. There is no intent to provide expensive loss-

producing services such as emergency rooms, trauma teams or complex and

expensive surgical procedures. Instead, the hospital called Precedent, will focus on

outpatient surgery, pricey imaging tests, short stays and maternity care. The doctors,

largely refugees from one of the half-dozen hospitals in the market owned by

Columbiall-ICA, promise high quality with highly trained RN nurses at a one nurse

to five patients ratio (Columbia, one to eight. often LPNS). They plan pnvate rooms,

VCRS. voice mail, and data ports. Tired of being abused by the restrictions and

reduced income imposed by the big chains and managed care, the physicians are

risking it all with a combined $1.5 million and a pledge of their pracfices as collateral

to borrow the rest. ColumblaIHCA has two hospitals nearby with Rose Medical

Center and St. Luke’s. and they are already in an attack and destroy mode. Columbia

is threatening doctors with loss of positions orstaff privileges, and lobbying insurers

and HMOs to refuse to sign coverage contracts. Columbia wants to kill this

competitive upstart before it can prove its ment,

Addenda—
+ Your mouth produces a quart of saliva every day.

+ You have to walk five miles to burn off the calories from a single hot fudge

sundae.
+ Internationally, Baywatch is the most popular TV show in history.

• The Eiffel Tower is the Empire State Building after taxes.

+ Is it true that our President wants to merge Air Force One with Virgin Airlines?

Aloha and keep the faith— rts
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