
WHEREAS, skin cancer represents the most common of all cancers in the United States,
accounting for thirty to forty percent of all malignancies reported; and

WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reports that for the period from
1973 through 1997 the incidence of melanoma, a deadly form of skin cancer, increased faster than
any other form of cancer in the United States; and

WHEREAS, while melanoma may be lethal if not properly treated at an early stage,
melanoma and other forms of skin cancer are easily prevented through reducing exposure to sunlight;
and

WHEREAS, in addition to those who are at high risk for genetic or biological reasons, and
those who pursue high risk activities that are likely to cause overexposure, research shows that
childhood overexposure to sunlight may increase a person’s risk of skin cancer; and

WHEREAS, protecting skin from the sun during childhood and adolescence is very important
in reducing the risk of skin cancer in later years; and

WhEREAS, about eighty percent of skin cancers could be prevented by protecting skin from
the sun’s rays; and

WHEREAS, the State Department of Health, Hawaii Skin Cancer Coalition, Hawaii
Dermatological Society, American Cancer Society, Cancer Information Service of Hawaii, and Sun
ProtectionHawaii, Inc.—working with other organizations in Hawaii—have planned activities for the
month of May that will focus on the importance of early detection and prevention of skin cancer;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BENJAMIN J. CAYETANO, Governor of the State of Hawaii, do
hereby proclaim the month of May, 1999, to be

MELANOMA AND SKIN CANCER
DETECTION ANT) PREVENTION MONTH

in Hawaii, and encourage all citizens to participate in planned activities this month that focus on the
importance of early detection and prevention of skin cancer.

DONE at the State Capitol, in the Executive Chambers, Honolulu, State of Hawaii, this
twelfth day of April, 1999.
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