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-K> Life in Hell 

-a Straight Dope 

Evidence suggests that 
the poor health of Native 
Hawaiians is not simply 

a dietary problem. 
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Taro, a staple food in the 
Hawaiian diet, is becoming 

scarcer as taro gardens are 
displaced by golf courses and 

other commercial development. 
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* * * * * COMING SOON!***** 

CD CAFE G 
We Buy And Sell USED CD's 

ESPRESSO/DRINKS/SNACKS!I'UNES 

Hours: SUN., WED., THURS. 11·9 p.m. 537-1921 
647AUAHI 

FRI. and SAT. 11-2 a.m. NEAR WATERFRONT TOWER 

Mike McKenna 
Mike McKenna Ford 
725 Kailua Road 
Kailua, Hawaii 96734 

Dear Mike, 
OK, maybe the car was assembled at 4:59 on a Friday 
afternoon or after a marathon Christmas party, or maybe it 
accidentally fell off the boat when no one was looking. It 
wasn't perfect, and I appreciate all your efforts to make 
everything right. At first, when I got a lemon, I assumed 
you'd just make lemonade. I didn't expect the margarita 
that you whipped up. Thanks for the brand-new, assembled
during-midweek, never-been-overboard 1994 Mustang. 

Sincerely, 

� 
Leo 

RESTAURANT 

And The Waikiki Terrace Hotel 
Offers You A Very Safe 
· And Special Package 

To Bring In The New Year!!! 

Two Live Maine Lobsters 
And A Room For Only 

ti 12d Ea�fi}��,��l?l�} 
The Lobsters Are Big ... 

2-Pounds each! 
Includes Salad And 

Complimentary Champagne! 

The Rooms are Beautifully Appointed ... 
Includes Free Local Calls 
And Overnight Parking! 

Conveniently Located In 
The Waikiki Terrace Hotel 

2045 Kalakaua Avenue 
At The Entrance to Waikiki 

-Reservations Recommended-

955 •6000 
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Letters 

A call for competttion 
During the last few months, sev

eral articles have appeared in print 
questioning whether Hawaii has a 
sufficiently competitive telecommu
nications infrastructure. Our own 
Public Utilities Commission is study
ing the issues associated with allow
ing new companies to compete with 
GTE Hawaiian Tel. During past leg
islative sessions, the Senate intro
duced several pro-competitive 
telecommunications initiatives. 
Unfortunately, none of them passed 
the House. All of them were intro
duced because Hawaii needs a more 
competitive telecommunications infra
structure to help attract new business 
to the Islands. 

This is not to say GTE Hawaiian 
Tel isn't doing a good job; whether 
they are or not is beside the point. 
Creating competition and giving cus
tomers a choice will make GTE a bet
ter provider of service to the people 
of Hawaii. In a competitive situation 
you, the customer, would determine 
from whom you want service, and on 
what terms. 

All of us are concerned about the 
impact of competition on local tele
phone rates. However, if competition 
for all services is introduced with 
price caps, I am certain the compet
itive forces will maintain or actually 
lower rates. 

I do not think anyone can fault GTE 
Hawaiian Tel for lobbying to protect 
its monopoly or its profits, but we 
must consider what is best for the 
people of Hawaii. It is time for com
petition. We deserve a choice in local 
telephone service providers. 

I introduced a bill that was enact
ed in 1990 to give the PUC the author
ity to deregulate and initiate 
competition. Currently, inter-Island 
long distance service costs as much 
as or more than calls to the Mainland. 
New technology and new competi
tors can provide competitive services 
for all residents of the state. 

Sen. Daniel Inouye and Sen. John 
Danforth, R-Mo., jointly introduced 
the Telecommunications Infrastructure 
Act of 1993. The bill is pro-compe
tition, even to the extent of pre-empt
ing state barriers for the entry of local 
exchange competitors. It is intended 
to stimulate increased private invest
ment in telecommunications infra
structure, including expansion of 
fiber-optic cables, digital switching 
and wireless services. Sen. Inouye has 
taken a courageous step to promote 
local competition on a national level. 

The future of our sugar industry is 
uncertain. The expansion of our 
telecommunications industry is one 
of Hawaii's best economic-develop
men t projects for the immediate 
future. Cable television and wireless
service providers are ready right now 
to complement GTE Hawaiian Tel 
services. The people of Hawaii should 
demand that we do not miss this 
opportunity. We must make the move 
for competition now! 

Sen. Richard M. Matsuura 

Misdirected blame 
I read with great interest the arti

cle "Till Debt Do Us Part" by Lennie 
Magida (HW, 11/17). The failure to 
make child-support payment by the 
noncustodial parent is a problem that 
causes enormous strain on the many 
single-parent families in Hawaii and 
on the Mainland. Comments by Child 
Support Enforcement Agency 
Administrator Norma Sparks and 

Attorney General Robert Marks that 
effectively place the blame on the 
custodial parents for CSEA's inabil
ity to properly enforce child-support 
orders are seriously misdirected. 

Other states have recognized the 
problem and dealt with it in various 
ways: by intercepting unemployment 
insurance benefits, seizing drug money 
and establishing hospital paternity 
programs which give an unmarried 
couple an opportunity to acknowl
edge paternity at birth. A number of 
states have involved the media in their 
efforts to crack down on delinquent 
parents, including the frequent use of 
"Wanted" posters as noted by the 
mothers in the article. 

I introduced House Bill No. 107 
during the 1993 regular legislative 
session. The purpose of the bill was 
to require the CSEA to develop a pro
gram (similar to the ''Wanted" poster 
programs used in other states) that 
would increase child-support collec
tion by publicizing the names and 
pictures of delinquent support oblig
ors. 

The bill was referred to the 
Judiciary Committee, which was 
chaired by Rep. Terrance Tom, but 
was not given a public hearing by 
him. Because I feel strongly that this 
legislation would aid in tracking down 
obligors who are evading their 
parental responsibility, I have redraft
ed the bill for introduction during the 
1994 legislative session. I already 
have requested that Rep. Tom hold 
a public hearing on the new bill, and 
I encourage concerned citizens to do 
the same by calling or writing Rep. 
Tom. 

I appreciate your thoughtful and 
important article. I hope the mothers 
in your article and others will present 
testimony in support of this bill. 

Cynthia Thielen 
State Representative 

Defending the Dems 
As lifelong Democrats, my fami

ly and I are very concerned about the 
battered reputation of the Hawaii 
Democratic Party. While it is appro
priate that those who abuse the pub
lic trust should be exposed and 
punished, one must remember that 
many Democrats are also involved 
in bringing these people to justice. 
Of course, it is not a perfect system, 
and while some self-serving decisions 
have been made along the way, the 
actions of the few should not dimin
ish the many positive concerns 
advanced by the Hawaii Democratic 
Party since 1954. 

I am a Democrat because when I 
was young in Hawaii, the color of 
your skin or your last name made a 
great difference when being consid
e�d for entrance into schools or a 
job. Then it was an unspoken under
standing that "locals need not apply." 
Being a Democrat means helping 
those who often cannot help them
selves: the elderly, children, women, 
minorities, the disadvantaged, the 
physically challenged and the poor. 
The Democratic Party philosophy 
holds that everyone has at least the 
opportunity to better their lives. 

And to those now voicing criticism, 
are you not partially responsible? Are 
you registered to vote? Are you active 
in the party? Are you working on any
one's campaign? Our party depends 
on the informed participation of all 
of you to bring about the changes we 
want to see. 

Cheryl Yamamoto 

--------- - ........ _...... �-

Misdirected energy 
In the last few months we have: 

a couple in Ala Moana Park brutal
ly stabbed and the woman raped, a 
group of picnickers brutalized on 
Mokuleia Beach, teenagers shoot
ing it out in the Pearlridge Shopping 
Center, a young woman stabbed and 
drowned in Waianae. We have drug 
problems, gang problems, education 
problems, Hawaiian sovereignty 
problems, housing problems. We 
also have someone in Hawaii who 
thinks that the major problem with 
our society is the possible improve
ment in the lot of homosexuals. He 
is a man who apparently spends 
every waking hour (and probably 
sleeping hours also) pursuing homo
sexuals. A man who has a radio pro
gram, a television program, a 
newsletter and at least two "organi
z.ations" to battle these wicked homo
sexuals. 

Surely so energetic and devoted 
a person might find a more worth
while area of concern. 

Christopher Scott 

Honolulu Weekly welcomes 
your letters. Write to: Editor, 
Honolulu Weekly, 1200 College 
Walk, Suite 212, Honolulu, HI 
96817. You must include your 
name, address and telephone num
ber ( only your name will be print
ed). Letters may be edited for 
length. Please limit your letters to 
200 words maximum if you do not 
want to see them cut. • 
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Environment 

By directing consumer attention to the 
worst corporate polluters, a national 
watchdog group is giving them compelling 
new reasons to clean up their acts. 

TheToplO 
Environmental 

Bad Boys 
HANNAH NORDHAUS 

he Council on Economic 
Priorities (CEP) recently 
released its annual list of the 
corporations that rank as the 
nation's 10 worst environ
mental offenders. The 
Campaign for Cleaner 

Corporations (C3) selects its list of 
corporate bad boys in the hope that 
consumer pressure and unwanted 
negative attention will hold U.S. com
panies more accountable for their 
environmental impact. 

The companies were selected for 
their laggardly or nonexistent attempts 
to comply with environmental reg
ulations, their failure to disclose lev
els of toxic and greenhouse emissions 
and their general lack of interest in 
the well-being of their customers and 
employees. 

High on the list are paper giants 
Louisiana-Pacific, MAXXAM and 
International Paper Companies for 
their history of toxic releases, irre
sponsible timber-cutting and various 
violations of environmental and 
worker safety regulations; DuPont, 
for its glacial progress in reducing 
and disclosing its toxic releases 
despite its role as the nation's largest 
emitter of toxic chemicals; and the 
ever-brown General Electric, whose 
nuclear reactors constitute 33 per
cent of all nuclear plants in the coun
try but 70 percent of all domestic 
"Nuclear Lemon" reactors -not to 
mention its refusal to market ener
gy-efficient lightbulbs more aggres
sively for fear of disrupting the market 
share of its staple incandescent bulbs. 
Other companies include Exxon, for 
continually dragging its feet and 
reneging on its responsibilities in the 
Valdez cleanup; Texaco for its his
tory of petrochemical and fuel spills 
and record of environmental neglect 
in its Ecuadoran drilling operations; 
and Commonwealth Edison and 
Texas Utilities for their egregious 
records on air pollution. Rockwell, 
a perennial visitor to the C3 list, paid 
only $18.5 million (a figure many 
find suspiciously low) for felony envi
ronmental violations in its Rocky 
Flats nuclear weapons complex in 
Colorado, and refused to assist in the 
cleanup after the expiration of its 
contract to operate Rocky Flats. 
Rockwell has also consistently evad
ed requests for disclosure of infor
mation, compounding its protracted 
history of disrespect for the notion 
of public accountability. 

The CEP report does not simply 
point fingers at the corporations who 
violate our right to breathe clean air 
and leave clean and abundant 
resources to our children. The notion 
behind the study is corporate image-

and market-driven: By directing con
sumer attention to the companies 
who sacrifice the quality of con
sumers' lives in the name of prof
itability, CEP hopes to make it 
expedient for the corporations to clean 
up their acts. 

Last year thousands of calls and 
letters poured in to the offending cor
porations. Among the activist and 
consumer groups who have asked 
their members to participate in cam
paigns against the listed companies 
are Working Assets Long Distance, 
which will encourage its 60,000 sub
scribers to make free long-distance 
phone calls to the unfortunate C3 
"corporation of the month"; 20/20 
Vision, whose 17,000 members will 

The 10 Worst 
Environmental 

Offenders in the U.S. 

Commonwealth Edison 
DuPont 
Exxon 

General Electric 
International Paper 

Companies 
MAXXAM 

Louisiana-Pacific 
Rockwell 
Texaco 

Texas Utilities 

spend 20 minutes a month writing 
letters to the selected companies; and 
Rainforest Action Network, which 
is stepping up its campaign to make 
Texaco more accountable for its irre
sponsible actions in the Amazon. 

Of the eight companies listed on 
the 1992 C3 list, seven (all except 
Rockwell) consulted with CEP and 
the judges as to how they could 
implement measurable environmental 
reforms. Four companies from the 
1992 list were "delisted" because of 
genuine motions toward improve
ment in their environmental perfor
mance. 

Cargill, which is involved with 
chemical manufacturing, has made a 
commitment to prevent phosphoric
acid spills and issue annual environ
mental reports (a move that, for a large 
privately held company, is unprece
dented). General Motors, under new 
management, has joined up with the 
Clinton administration, the defense 
labs and other car makers to develop 
a super-efficient car and has endorsed 
the new gasoline tax. Georgia-Pacific 
has chosen a former EPA adminis
trator as its chief environmental offi
cer and has committed to an annual 
environmental report and increased 
public disclosure. 

USX has also disclosed a signif
icant amount of information after 
having a history of rather secretive 
management practices, and recent
ly won a Department of Labor award 
for worker safety. It has also begun 
to shift production to less-polluting 
facilities in order to reduce toxic 
releases. 

If a corporation is taken off the C3 
list, it does not necessarily mean that 
the company is now "green." The 
CEP chooses its offending corpora
tions from industries with a history 
of environmental pollution and 
neglect - electric utilities, chemi
cals, oil, electric equipment, aero
space and automotive - which, by 
nature, would have a hard time ever 
reducing their pollution levels to those 
of, say, an organic farm. Oil com
panies will always have to contend 
with the possibilities of oil spills; 
chemical companies will always have 
to concern themselves with toxic 
emissions. But until the essential 
nature of consumer demand for the 
product itself is altered, through mar
ket-driven incentives or government 
regulation, these companies have a 
responsibility to cleave to certain 
standards that are accepted as a min
imum within their industry. 

"Companies have to see them
selves less as providing a product 
than as providing a service," says 
Kenneth Scott, a senior researcher 
at CEP who helped prepare the report. 

To highlight this point, CEP also 
gives out annual Corporate 
Conscience Awards to companies 
that, through their environmental 
stewardship, have proven that they 
take a broader approach to their role 
in society than simply maximizing 
their profits. In the smaller-compa
ny category, this year's winners were 
Digital Electronics and A veda. Other 
winners in past years include Smith 
and Hawken, Church and Dwight 
(the makers of Arm & Hammer bak
ing soda) and Marcal paper. 

Unique in the paper industry -
a product that is inherently incom
patible with the well-being of forests 
and the ecosystems around mills -
Marcal uses only recycled pre-con
sumer and post-consumer waste 
products. Its trucks show up at the 
factory filled with already-processed 
wood pulp and recycled goods 
instead of the whole trees that tra
ditional manufacturers grind into 
paper. The company also recycles 
its water in order to assure less con
tamination of neighboring water
sheds. It can create paper with up to 
60 percent post-consumer waste, 
with no chorine bleaching process 
and a level of quality that is indis
tinguishable from products made 
from virgin timber. 

From Marcal' s progress it becomes 
apparent that the historical nature of 
the paper industry itself - the way 
the industry developed, the way 
things have always been done - is 
what determines how our resources 
are managed. And in an age when 
resources are scarcer, after years of 
disregarding the consequences of 
waste and pollution have caught up 
with us, consumers are beginning to 
care about not only the end products 
they buy but also about the means 
that delivered them to the market. 

"People don't want a tree to be 
chopped down and loaded up with 
chlorine just so they can wipe their 
butts," says CEP's Scott. "People 
don't want to think about an entire 
barrel of oil being extracted and 
burned, emitting all sorts of carbon 
dioxide and pollutants, just to power 
a piece of metal that gets them from 
one place to another." • 

IINNII 
BIINNIINll'f 
VOTED "BEST LOCAL HANCOUT' IN THE 
HONOtUtU WEEKtY READER'S POLL! 

LIVE MUSIC UPSTAIRS 
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AN 
FOOD DO TAIRS 
Daily, 11:30 1111- 1:30 1111 

2440 S. Beretania St. 
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946-Sl90 

Perms 
Spiral Perms 

949-5366 
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444 Hobron 

c:rToe Java Man-.o 
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Color Specialist J Hair Architects I 
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********************************* 
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VOU'BL'E lvtcJCtlA $2.00 

� fRE JAVA Mm '"'al 
Now Appearing at 

The Fresh Market 
2972 E. Mano. Road 
UPPER Manoi Valley 

D1ilyfrom1 Jolt� 6:30 am 

524-JA'VA 

�& 
''VOICES From Birth To Burial" 

With Massachusetts-Based Theatre Artist Amy Hart 
Combining poetry, movement, music, and theatre ... 

her monologues are a rich blend of humor and drama ... 
human experiences woven together to take you 

on a tour of the human experience! 
ONLY ONE PERFORMANCE 

Wednesday, December 29, 8 P.M. 
$8 • Reservation recommended 

8AM • 11PM MONDAY-TWU12.6DAY 
fl2.1DAY c. 6ATUl2.DAY TILL 12.30AM. 6UNDAY 10AM · 5PM 

760 l<'.'..APAWULU AV'b.. - 732-2670 

COFFEE MANOA 
MANOA MARKETPLACE • HONOLULU, HAWAII 

Happy Holidays 
Peace and GoodWiU 

from the follls at Manoa Coffee 
Live music Tuesdays from 7 - 9 pm. No cover. 
Open 7 days a week. At Manoa Marketplace 
Between Woodlawn & East Manoa Roads 
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In virtually every colonized 
region of the planet, 

indigenous people have been 
decimated - by violence , by 
disease, by wss of spirit. This 

so�called "post�cont.act 
decline" has been of genocidal 

proportions :  Roughly 90 

percent of native populations 
have been eliminated within 

the first half century of 
cownization. That this 

happened in Hawaii is a well� 
known historical fact. Less 

well known, or perhaps 
overwoked, is the fact that the 

deleterious health effects of 
Hawaii's cownization 

continue today. 

Why do Native Hawaiians have the poorest health of anyone in the Islands? Some health 
experts and Hawaiian activists reject the notion that it's simply a matter of diet. 

Native Hawaiians have a 
notoriously poor health profile , 
the worst of any ethnic group 
in the Islands . Most of their 

illness is due to chronic 
conditions such as diabetes , 
heart disease and cancer -

considered by health scientists 
to be diseases of 

"modernization, "  which is 
another way of saying that 

they are diseases of Western 
cultural expansion. On the 

surf ace these diseases are diet� 
related; this is the official 

health�promotion approach. 
Look beneath the surf ace, 

however, and the root cause 
appears: Health is inseparable 
from political and economic 

equality. In particular, Native 
Hawaiian health is a matter of 

land and power. 

Left to right: Dr. Kekuni 
Blaisdell: "It is essential that 

adequate resources be 
provided to produce proper 

foods: taro, sweet potato and 
fish." 

Ku'umeaaloha Gomes: "We 
cannot isolate health from 
socioeconomic status and 

such government issues as 
access to land." 

Herbert Hoe: "No more taro, 
no more Hawaiians." 

Dr. Terry Shintani: "The 
ancestors were healthy and 

athletic. Every Hawaiian 
ought to know that." 

nter the sovereignty move
ment. For Kekuni Blaisdell, 
indigenous rights activist and 
physician, health is enmeshed 
in social and demographic 
realities. "It is not a separate 
issue at all. Therefore, there's 
no point in focusing on health 

alone. It sterns from the basic fabric of the colo
nial establishment." 

Terry Shintani, a physician and advocate 
of a traditional Hawaiian diet as crucial to 
reversing morbidity and restoring robust health
iness, essentially agrees: "It is important for 
all Hawaiian people to look at health as a result 
of adopting Western ways and forgetting the 
cultural ways of their ancestors." 

"Sovereignty is how to address getting back 
to life," says Ku'umeaaloha Gomes, an activist 
and doctoral student in political science who 
holds a master's degree in public health. "We 
cannot isolate health from socioeconomic sta
tus and government issues. The policy arena 
is where change will happen. We must address 
land issues, access to land." Blaisdell agrees: 
''Land is basic. Without it we cannot be kana
ka maoli (native people)." 

Gomes makes clear the connection between 
land and health: "In talking about health, you 
must talk about food, so you must talk lo 'i (gar
dens) - and so you've got to talk golf cours
es, and so you've got to talk foreign investment" 
She sees it as a major conceptual shift for 
bureaucrats and academics to think of health 
in a Hawaiian way. "It 's not just a 'cultural 
perspective'; it's who we are as- a people, as 
political and socioeconomic thinkers.'.' 

Shintani understands. In his book, The 
Wai 'anae Book of Hawaiian Health, he dis
cusses Papa (Earth Mother) and Wakea (Sky 
Father), history, politics and the overthrow 
before he gets around to diet. He advocates the 
healing philosophy of "whole person, whole 
community." He says, "All of these things are 
interconnected. For years Hawaiians felt 
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ashamed to be Hawaiian. That was the result 
of years of racism Cultural pride was destroyed, 
so there came a sense of helplessness. There 
is no need for that." 

If such a position is unexpected from a nutri
tion-minded physician who holds that "the No. 
1 killer is diet-related disease," Shintani's back
ground is similarly unusual. An old-time activist 
who worked with political action groups in 
college (including the Black Panthers), he also 
holds a law degree and retains membership in 
the state bar. He went into law looking for truth, 
justice and, he says, "to do some good. But I 
got out of law because I hate politics." 

This is an ironic sentiment for a person 
whose life's work is fundamentally political. 
Shintani works in Waianae because that com
munity has the lowest socioeconomic status 
and the poorest health statistics in the state, if 
not the nation. "In Waianae," he says, "people 
die in their late 40s or early 50s of heart dis
ease, diabetes and cancer." 

agree among themselves. That is unfair. Does 
the Legislature agree? Does Congress agree? 
If you work with any social movement, that's 
human nature. People say, 'They can't get it 
together,' but who the hell can? Agree to dis
agree and move forward. That's what's hap
pening." 

Herbert Hoe is among those moving for
ward, contributing his expertise in cultural food 
by working with farmers in the community and 
teaching an evening class at Kamehameha 
Schools. He agrees with Shintani: "When 
Hawaiians argue, people say that Hawaiians 
cannot get along. But for others to argue, they 
say that's a debate. Hawaiians are like every
one else. We have a right to have different opin
ions. It's healthy to have many groups." 

Hoe, too, connects food with politics. ''The 
limited availability of Hawaiian cultural food 
products becomes a political issue because the 
availability is directly tied to the land and to 

water resources." 
With a need that is obvi

ous and this extreme, and with 
clinical evidence of the health
fulness of Hawaiian cultural 
foods, what is blocking a con-

Story and photos by 

Jo 5CHEDER 

The focus is on taro in par
ticular. "About 200 years ago 
an estimated 8,000 acres were 
in taro cultivation, but today 

certed effort to change this.horrendous situa
tion? The obstacles come down to basic 
socioeconomic control. ''It is essential that acie
quate resources be provided to produce prop
er foods: taro, sweet potato and fish," says 
Blaisdell. "But gardens are displaced by golf 
courses, and there is a constant struggle for 
adequate water." Hawaiians who try to hold 
onto the land and exist as Hawaiians tend to 
be portrayed by the establishment as ''radicals" 
who belong in jail. On Molokai, for example, 
a Hawaiian man restored a fish pond and was 
arrested for trespassing. 

"For so many years Hawaiians have been 
discriminated against and left on the lowest 
rung socioeconomically," says Shintani. 'There 
is an attitude that Hawaiians are lazy and not 
interested in their own health, that they can't 

there are less than 500," says 
Hoe. ''We continually hear 'no more poi' and 
blame the weather- like Iniki - but the num
bers speak for themselves. Five hundred acres 
is nothing. 

"Why not give up 10 golf courses -or even 
one golf course - to put into taro? 'No more 
land for taro' is completely false. There are peo
ple who want to raise it; they're just not given 
the chance. Many things are connected. Is the 
state allowing others to benefit by long-term 
leases and tax breaks? It goes back to the sov
ereignty issue. Get lands back into these kinds 
of usage." Hoe talks of the millions of tax dol
lars being spent on a losing effort at Hamakua 
Sugar. ''What is the state planning to do with 
the land? It was taro before sugar, so will the 
state release water from sugar to taro?" 

That brings up the question of water rights 



and private access to water by special inter
ests. "The key to any development is water -
who owns the land, who has the say - it all 
ties to water." Hoe observes that in central 
Oahu sugar is down, but water still is divert
ed from W aiahole to the Ewa plain. W aiahole 
now has four or five acres in taro cultivation. 
"It used to be the whole valley. Will the water 
go back into agriculture? 

"It' s easy to run over a taro farmer, so you 
can plant heliconias instead. Which is more 
important," Hoe asks, "a complex of condos 
or a few acres of taro? That's the issue." 

In all of this, Hawaiians feel the brunt of 
the decisions. The water is not going to lo 'i 
and taro, and "Once no more taro, no more 
Hawaiians," says Hoe. 'The taro plant has sig
nificance to Hawaiian culture; taro has mean
ing. To say, 'Broccoli is just as good as luau 
leaf, so why grow luau leaf?' is the colonial 
mentality." 

When it comes to exploitation of Hawaiian 
culture, even food can be co-opted. The state, 
scientists and foreign businesspeople are inves
tigating the economic value of taro, wanting to 
use sugar and pineapple lands for taro for flour 
and other products. Commercial development 
and large-scale marketing can be damaging 
because, says Hoe, "While they can say that 
they are saving the taro, the foods culturally 
have no value." And Hawaiians are not the ben
eficiaries. Hoe thinks it is appropriate, howev
er, to adapt Hawaiian foods to the world today 
- taro pizza for starters. "But have enough taro 
for poi first, then make pasta and flour." The 
irony of taro attaining value as a corporate com
modity, where it never had value when Hawaiian 
farmers controlled it, is not lost on Hoe: 'This 
is one more way of stealing." 

Gomes extends the analysis to la 'au lapa 'au 
(plant medicine): 'There is a yearning for the 
native medicine, but it is contaminated. Again 
the issue of land comes up: We cannot be 
healthy because things are not right. The med
icine cabinets - the forests - are being 
destroyed by development and golf courses, 
so Hawaiian pharmacies are being destroyed. 
It goes back to policy again. Who is making 
land policy and by whose principles? We 
Hawaiians relate to the land in lots of ways. 
Symbolically, land equals life. Period. Not land 
equals money." 

Gomes talks about lokahi, unity or con
nection, the balance between all things. "The 
Department of Health perspective, which is 
the health promotion perspective, sees diabetes 
and other disorders as matters of personal risk 
and so implicitly blames the patient. But the 
lokahi way asks how policy - national and 
international - places people at risk for dis
ease." Shintani also criticizes the standard 
approach to health education as being written 
for a Caucasian, middle-class, middle-American 
audience. "And the approach to weight con
trol is so negative. Eating is not a bad habit. 
You have to eat. We're in an environment of 
bad food. Take a no-fault attitude; don't blame 
the patient like most professionals do." 

Blaisdell feels that even Native Hawaiian 
health professionals are replicating the Western 
bureaucracy while using Hawaiian labels. 
''Nothing new has been going on," he says, "and 
nothing significant has been done to help." 
Instead, consider the Native Hawaiian Health 
Systems, which were established after a long 
struggle for federal recognition of Hawaiian 
health problems. The models presented in offi
cial government-supported program proposals 

(such as Ke Ola Mamo: A Health Care System 
for Native Hawaiians on the Island of O 'ahu, 
July 1991) continue to focus on health risk behav
iors, not on health risk exposures, thereby par
roting the public health/medical model and the 
attendant bureaucratic perspective. They add a 
cultural sensitivity clause, effectively perpetu
ating the idea that it is culture and not political 
economy that creates and continually re-creates 
barriers to improved health. Nowhere do they 
deal with land and its availability or how it came 
to be that the Hawaiian diet has changed for the 
worse. Why? "Because that would require an 
admission of cultural imperialism," says Gomes. 
"And if you look only at individual health risk 
behaviors, you don't have to look at environ
mental issues. 

"We have to ask what is behind the statis
tics," Gomes continues. "Who is choosing the 
direction of research and data collection and 
policy advising? How are definitions made? 
The DOH, which is, after all, an arm of the state, 
can control the information going out and can 
control the extent to which questions are asked. 
It can control the conferences, the themes, the 
resource people and, therefore, public thought" 

Is this conscious on the DOH's part? "Are 
they purposely out to kill all the Hawaiians?" 
Gomes asks rhetorically. "Of course not. But 
you've got to push and push and say this is what 
you are doing, keep saying that you are step
ping on my foot, but your money belt is in the 
way of seeing it." 

The sovereignty movement is involved in 
rethinking the system. ''Why replicate the mon
ster?" asks Gomes. ''It is interested in being fed, 
in eating us, not in healing us." Government
sponsored health programs are not likely to talk 
land. Their language rarely gets past the slogan 
of "Eat right, exercise, get plenty of rest." But 
each of those three idols of contemporary health 
promotion is cloaked in political assumptions. 
All imply access to resources and the luxuries 
of time and energy. The reality is that those 
things are not readily available. Beyond that, a 
focus on diet alone is a focus on appearances, 
not on underlying causes. "It doesn't matter if 
everybody gets free Reeboks and free health 
care, because those things still only address the 
symptoms," says Gomes. "How do you stay 
healthy if 7-Eleven is there instead of a lo 'i kalo 
(taro garden)?" 

Claire Hughes, chief of the nutrition branch 
of the state Department of Health, agrees that 
the shortage ofcultural foods makes it difficult 
for Native Hawaiians to maintain good health. 
But, she says, "All across the country it's dif
ficult to promote sound nutrition in general. As 
a nutritionist, I would like to get all people to 
eat more of their own cultural foods, especial
ly more complex carbohydrates. But as an edu
cator I 'm working with the equivalent of $2 

. compared to the advertisers on national televi
sion who spend millions promoting the wrong 
foods. How many commercials on TV do you 
see that tell you to eat more vegetables and fruit? 
We need to get across a health message to every
one: Reduce your fat and sugar consumption. 
All Americans need to go back to the foods they 
used to eat." 

Hughes acknowledges that the shortage of 
taro products is a big problem in Hawaii. "Poi 
doesn't come into the supermarkets every day 
of the week," she says. "If you're not there early 
in the morning, you don't get it. I know because 
I spend a lot of time ch�sing around for it, and 
I don't always get it" 

Hoe would like to see 7-Eleven stock taro, 
along with the school cafe
terias and McDonald's .  
"People must demand the 
food; we have to be vocal." 
He cites a report from the 
Marriott food service say
ing that they would serve 
Hawaiian food if there were 
a demand - and if they 
knew how to prepare it. 

"I'm afraid to say this 
sometimes," Shintani adds, 
"but eating right is impor
tant not only for physical 
health but also spiritual 
health. Because when you 
are eating right ... In the old 
days, when you wanted to 
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Pritchett Hawaiian Health 
reach spiritual enlightenment, a 
dietary regimen was always pre
scribed. It kept individuals close to 
the land, kept the life force in the 
food. I'm not sure people are ready 
to hear this: Diet influences spiritu
al development. That's just the way 
it is." 

"What is required is a drastic 
restructuring of thought and attitude," 
says Gomes. In the Summer Youth 
Program, she suggests, "Why not 
have the youth work with kupuna 
(elders) instead of training as clerks? 
Why not job-train them to be mar
ketable in the health system?" And 
as for the DOH' s Office of Hawaiian 
Health, "Why not hire people to 
become practitioners of ho 'opono
pono (group dispute resolution)? It's 
a viable program to relieve stress, 
but why is it not being talked about? 
And why is ho'oponopono not part 
of the curriculum in medicine, social 
work and psychology?" Because, 
says Gomes, "it's not a reality in the 
sense that it's not perceived as a real, 
proven - in the Western sense -
methodology." 
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Shintani stresses that it's impor
tant for the kupuna to survive and 
share their wisdom with newly inter -
ested people. "A lot of folks and some 
Hawaiian leaders say, 'When the lands 
are returned, health will return.' I see 
it as, when Hawaiians regain health, 
they will regain the land. They will 
be a spiritually connected and uni
fied force. Injustices will be righted." 
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Hawaiian cultural foods, his empha
sis extends beyond nutrition to the 
more fundamental goals of perpet
uating cultural values and elevating 
pride in being Hawaiian. Pride is 
also an emphasis for Shintani. "Look 
at the ancestors. They were healthy 
and athletic. People ought to be proud 
of that. Every Hawaiian ought to 
know that." 

"Hawaiians need to have a firm 
personal conviction," Blaisdell says. 
''We are part of the �. We belong 
to it, not vice versa. It is sacred and 
must be treated as such. Take a stand. 
There has to be a place for native 
people - for ahupua 'a, for fish
ponds - not a place for blowing up 
reefs for marinas." 

''The state is moving in a direc
tion which is not really in the inter
ests of Hawaiians," says Hoe. "It is 
very important that we be heard as 
Hawaiians. Water is the key to the 
survival of the Hawaiian nation, 
along with land. We gotta get 
involved." 

"Our own people are so colo
nized, so afraid to face up to the sit
uation," says Blaisdell. ''This is part 
of a bigger problem: oppression and 
exploitation. Those on top have to 
yield. But they won't yield unless 
they are pushed. So Hawaiians have 
to push." 

Given the political history of 
these Islands and the apparent efforts 
on the part of those in power to 
either subvert or co-opt the sover
eignty struggle, how is it that the 
Hawaiian pwple are not exploding 
against the state? "Maybe," Gomes 
suggests, "because we are explod
ing inside." • 
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C A L E N D A R  

Film Pick 
Coodbye Vietnam: Newcomer Hiep Thi Le 

stars in Heaven and Earth, the final film of 
Oliver Stone's Vietnam trilogy. 

Stoned Again 
The third film in Oliver Stone's 
Vietnam trilogy, Heaven and 
Earlb I starring newcomer Hiep 
Thi Le, is based on the memoirs 
(in rwo separate books) of Le Ly 
I lay$1ip, whose life took her from 
Vietnamese rice paddies to 
Southern California and fock to 
her home counuy. Between age 
13 and 38. Hayslip was a Viet 
Cong spy, a mistress, a beggar, 
a whore, an abused wife and a 
rape victim. Banned from shooting the movie in Vietnam (because of Hayslip's con
troversial books), Stone re-created her home village (and other locations) in Thailand. 
(Hollywoodites are looking anxiously at the grosses of this movie, wondering if audi
ences will buy into the Vietnam experience from a female point of view.) The cast
ing is interesting. Co-starring as Hayslip's abusive G.T. husl:>and is Tommy Lee Jones, 
very big at the box office after Tbe Fugitive. Also co-starring (as Hayslip's father and 
mother) are Oscar wiru)er Haing S. Ngor (The Killing Fields) and Joan Chen (Tbe Last 
Emperor). (Jones' mother is played by none other than Debbie Reynolds.) However, 
it's Hiep Thi Le you'll probably remember. The 23-year-old UC Davis physiology major 
had never acted in a film before, and she is in virtually evecy scene. As for director 
Stone, he's now thro1Jgh with Vietnam (at least tempor.irily). His next film will be 
livita. - Bob Green 

Film 
Criticism by Bob Green unless otherwise noted. 
'i', the Weekly '.5 dingbat of approval indicates 
films of more-than-average interest. 

First Run 
Brief reviews of selected first-run films in town. 
Confirm theaters, dates and times. 
Addans Fanily Values They're back, and this 
time they've got an actual plotline in tow. Baby 
Pubert comes into the world, and new nanny 
Joan Cusack lights Festers fire. Anjelica Huston, 
Raul Julia and Christopher Lloyd return. Written 
by playwright Paul Rudnick (Je.ffrcy). 
Beethoven's 2nd One of 1992's biggest sleep
ers offers up its shaggy sequelae at the holiday 
season. Charles Grodin returns, and there's a 
new St. Bernard named Missy. Puppies ensue, 
courtesy our hero, Beethoven. 
Cool RlnilCs A Disney feel-good piece about 
the 1988 Jamaican Olympic bobsled team. It's 
slyly funny, a little sleeper of sorts. With Leon, 
Malik Yoba and John Candy. Produced by none 
cther than Dawn Strei (the author c:i Hollywood's 
newest tell-all autobiography, TbeyCanKill You 
But Tbey Can't!Jat You ... ). 
Demolition Man A peroxided Wesley Snipes 
is the heavy and a ripped Sly Stallone i.5 the hero 
in this "sci-fi" tale about two cryogenically froi.en 
foes thawed, one to terminate the other. 
'i' Fanwel My CClncullile Chen Kaige's brave, 
demanding epic of the shifting tides of Chinese 
political history and the vagaries of love and 
role-playing is a masterpiece of sorts. Two male 
Beijing Opera pe1fonners - Cheng Dieyi (leslie 
Cheung) and Duan Xiaolou (Zhang Fendyi) 
have a lifelong involvemen� from school days 
on, which is complicated by official revolutions 
in social values and the demands of the state. 
This is revisionist history and revisionist film
making; Kaige is among the first filmmakers to 
insinuate the homoerotic component into the 
cultural fabric at large. Co-starring the great Gong 
Ll as the woman who has a man as a rival and 
who must face the realization that in a totali
tarian state, betrayal i.5 the easiest accommoda
tion to sutvival. In Mandarin with subtitles that 
detract greatly from the visual beauty and 
momentum of the film. 
'i' Fires« Kuwait This Madonna of IMAX film� 
(hot, loud and larger than life) tells the story of 
the oil well firefighters who had the gargantu
an task of cleaning up Saddam's mess. The non-

close-up foIT!lat captures all the grandeur of the 
pyrotechnia; but falls short when it tries to con
vey the human drama of this incredible feat. 
Sunglas.5es and asbestos uodeiwear suggested. 
(Waikiki IMAX) - DavidK. Choo 
'i' Geronimo Revisionist western (directed by 
ace visceralist Walter Hill) about the great 
Amerindian leader, played by Oklahoma's 
Wes Studi (Last of the Mohicans). Jason Patric 
returns after two years' screen absence as the 
man who must confront the Geron. Bang, 
bang, you're revised. 
Grumpy Old Men A sad waste of talent. 
Grumpy has great cast, a promising premise 
but an embarrassingly bad script. Walter 
Matthau and Jack Lemmon play neighbors 
who've been happily feuding for nearly 50 
years until a lusty Californian (Ann-Margaret) 
moves in down the street. Hey, you kids, stay 
out of that theater! - D.K.C. 
'i' Heaven and Earth See Film Pick on this 
page. 
Hidden Hawaii An IMAX tourist-oriented tour 
of our state, featuring a Big Island volcano, a 
rain forest, Haleakala and the birth pangs of 
Loihi. Luckily for us, it has an environmental 
theme and does an OK job - as far as it goes. 
Music by Oscar-nominated Mark Isham (Never 
Cry Wo!/). (Waikiki IMAX) 
'i' The Joy Luck Club Based on the Amy Tan 
novel of the same name, Tbe Joy Luck Club is 
an epic that spans two continents and three gen
erations. While Tan's novel of vignettes ham
mered away at larger issues of immigration, 
assimilation and interracial marriage (turning 
some of her characters into quivering balls of 
neuroses in the process), Joy Luck Club, the 
movie, centers itself on the simple power of a 
well-told tale. Don't go for popcorn during Ying 
Ying's story about her tempestuous first mar
riage or An-mei's tale of a daughter's sacrifice 
for her mother. Both contain scenes of lyrical 
beauty that will leave you stunned. - D.K.C. 
Mrs. Doubtfire Once again Robin Williams 
proves himself a comic genius, and once again 
it becomes apparent that animation may be the 
only medium that can harness his nuclear ener
gy. Adapted from the British children's novel 
Alias Madame Doubtfire, Williams is Daniel 
Hillard, an out-of-work actor suffering through 
a divorce. Io an attempt to spend more time 
with his kids, he becomes their new nanny, 
Euphegenia Doubtfire. laughs abound, but in 
the end Doubtfire is as phony as Williams' rub
ber nose. Sally Field plays the cartoonish wife. 
- D.K.C. 
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Mask« the Phantasm: Batman Animated fea
ture closer to the original D.C. Comics "Dark 
Knight" figure than were the recent Michael Keaton 
movies. Starring the voices c:i Kevin Conroy, Marie 
Hamill, Dana Delaney, Hart Bochner and Abe 
Vigcx:la. The animation itself is uneven, but a gen
eration brought up on bad Saturday morning TV 
crudities might not even notice. 
i The Nightmare Before Christmas Stop
action and animation feature masterminded by 
Tim Burton (Beetlejuice, the Batman movies) 
that lets Burton's Dickeosiao/Gorey/Eastern
European sensibility run barefooted through a 
story about Santa Claus being menaced -and 
therefore the holiday season threatened. Visually 
mannered and often dazzling, this one is actu
ally pretty intense for keikis; see it with them. 
Cautiously recommended. 
Pelican Brief Brief it ain't. This suspeoser, 
starring Julia Roberts and Denzel Washington, 
adapted from yet another John Grisham thriller, 
takes a long time to tell its story. A crafty New 
Orleans law student (Roberts) guesses right 
about who's been offing Supreme Court jus
tices. This gets her boyfriend (Sam Shepard, 
with a broken front tooth) killed and her 
chased all over swell scenic locations by gov
ernment (and other) heavies. This should have 
been called Loophole Brief, since its plot devices 
are, to put it graciously, somewhat creakily 
obvious. Denzel Washington underplays as 
an investigative reporter, and Robert Culp 
plays an empty-suit president a lot like Ronald 
Reagan. Written and directed by Alan J. Pakula 
(All the President'.\' Men). 
i A Pafac:t World Clint F.a&wood directs Kevin 
Costner (as a heavy) and himself (wittier than 
usual) in a tale about a troubled 8-year-old boy 
abducted and held hostage by an escaped con
vict (Costner). 
i The Plano See review on Page 9. 
Sister Act 2: Back In The Habit This is a cut
and-paste effort of a movie with lapses in logic 
and plot holes so large Sister Betril could do 
loop the loops through them. The film's pre
decessor was no model c:i movie greatness either, 
but its terrific music atoned for some of its cin
ematic sins. There was something infectious 
about the sight of nuns twisting, shouting and 
praising God through '60s girl-group songs. 
There is no such originality in Sister Act 2. The 
choir this time is a group of inner-city youths 
who look like they stepped out of a Benetton 
ad, and their act involves hip-hop interpreta
tions of "Ode to Joy" and other classics. Gee, 
who woulda thunk itJ Will the children learn 
the value of teamwork while still retaining their 
individuality? Can the school be saved from 
being turned into a parking Jot] Will the choir 
win the statewide music competition and save 
the day? Is the pope Catholic? - D.K.C. 

Three Musketeers Disney's brat-pack take on 
the classic, where women wait for the swash
bucklers, dimpled and wise-assed, to get the 
bad guys. It's a toy movie all the way, very non
threatening. You needn't bother. 
Tombstone The first in the race to bring the 
Wyatt Earp shoot-out at the O.K. Corral into 
movie theatres. (The second, a Kevin Costner 
effort, will be out soon.) This one, says director 
George Cosmatos, ·is the story of the end of 
gangs . . .  and the beginning of California • 
Californian Kurt Russell plays Earp; Val Kilmer 
i.5 Doc Holliday. Also along are Sam Elliott, Jason 
Priestly, Dana Delaney and Charlton Heston . .  
Wayne's WOltd 2 The "bad boys" of suburbia, 
whose eerie fatherless emptiness (first tapped 
into in contemporary movies by Steven Spielberg 
and then Tim Burton) gave the first Wayne'.\' 
World an underpinning of sorts, are out of the 
house now and trying to . . .  well, mount a con
cert in the very heart of their hometown of 
Aurora, ill. A shaman dream guide has led Wayne 
to the spirit of Jim Morrison, who tells Wayne, 
"If you book them, they will come." And, of 
course, they do. But those who live by rampant 
consumerism will die by it. Some of the cultur
al allusions are already dated. To call the 
Graduate-style party scene a parody doesn't 
wotk, because the audience at whom this movie 
is aimed doesn't know The Graduate. The 
Tbelma and l.ouise skit (featuring Garth in drag) 
doesn't go anywhere. It's like a research paper 
citation: Ir stops the flow of things. Wayne'.\' 
World 2 simply isn't worth your while unless 
you happen to be recovering from a recent looot
omy. Like Dazed and Confused, it's one of the 
new pakalolo movies: Smoke your brains ou� 
and you might find it funny. (The operative word 
here is "might") 

Short Run 
and Revival 
Dr. Bethune (1992) The real-life story of an 
idealistic Canadian surgeon who traveled the 
globe fighting for medical progress and polit -
ical justice. The good doctor's travels include 
a stint fighting fascism in Spain and a lifelong 
struggle to reform medicine in China. Donald 
Sutherland stars. Academy Theatre, 900 S. 
Beretania St.: Wed 12/29 & Thur 12/30, 7:30 
p.m.; matinee, Thur 12/30, 1 p.m. $4. 532-8768 
Dall< Sun Bright Shade The events following 
the tragedy at Tiananmen Square are recreated 
through the eyes c:i two young overseas Chinese, 
guided by Ti Tsang Pusa, a mischievous spirit 
and "savior of oppressed souls." Part of the 16th 
annual Asian Americl!l lntematiooal Film Festival. 
Academy Theatre, 900 S. Beretania St.: Tue 1/4, 
7:YJ p.m. $4. 532-8768 

Heavy Metal (1981) Uncut. An adolescent fan
tasy noted for its excellent animation and great 
rock soundtrack. "Second City Television" vet
erans John Candy, Joe Flaherty and Eugene Levy, 
along with Harold Ramis ( Ghostbusters), pro
vide the voices. Produced by Ivan Reitman. Movie 
Museum, 3566 Harding Ave.: Fri 12/31 & Sat 
1/1, 8 p.m.; matinees, Sat 1/1, 3 & 5:30 p.m. $5. 
735-8771 
i lady for a Day 0933) The firs: and beit film ver
sion of Damon Ruoyan's story of Apple Mary, a 
oown-at-trereels awte verm (May Rehm) lllmed 
into a "real lady" by a seotimental gangrer. Director 
Frank Capra (his It's a Wonderfal life i.5 ubiquitous 
at holiday time) has a way with this kind c:i thing, 
often referred to as "rapracom", and here he has a 
good a&: Wruren Wtlliam, Guy KIDl:x::e and Glenda 
Farrell. A movie frcxn a vanished era, and highly rec
ommended. Movie Museum, 3566 Harding Ave.: 
Thur lVYJ & Sun 1/2, 8 p.m; matinees, Sun 1/2, 3 
& 5:YJ p.m $5. 73�1 
Sculan MmThis sred-lfe vmi c1 ire muws 
in Indonesia, the Philippines, Japan and Thailand by 
fa.Jr leading yrung dim'.tas repKlS alIDidity at times 
and youthful love at cther times. The Three !mliers, 
a 15-minute short in the slaµstick tradition, follows. 
Part c:i the l&h annual Asian Nreriam Tntemational 
Ftlm Fewal. Academy TbeatTf!, 5XX) S. Berelania St: 
Moo 1/3, 7:'YJ p.m $4. 532-8768 

HONOLULU WEEKLY'S 10 BEST 
ENGUSH-IANGUAGE FIIMS OF 1993 

(in alphabetical order) 

Groundhog Day 
Kint of the Hill 

Map of the Human Heatt 
Menace 2 Society 

Phlladelpllill 
TIie Plano 

Remains of the Day 
Ruby In Paradise 
Schlndler's Ust 

Shott Cuts 

Editor's note: So far, only six of Honolulu 
Weekry film critic Bob Green's top 10 have 
shown in Honolulu - and one of them (Map 
of the Human Heart) had only a brief run at 
the Hawaii International Film Festival. 
Schindler's List and Philadelphia open soon. 
King of the Hill and Ruby in Paradise have 
never made it to the Islands. 

Continued on Page 10 

New Year's Eve Concert Pick 
Channeling the creative (and tropical} juices: 

Hawaiian Eve 
Lately a combination of factors has booted up the Hawaiian Contemporary 
muse, and the Hawaiian Style Band is doing a good job of channeling the 
juices. They have met the challenge of composiL'g with English lyrics and play
ing with plugged-in instruments while still retaining a feel that is somehow 
ineffably Hawaiian. 
Founding members Bryan Kessler and Wade Cambem were originally studio 
musicans with a jingle company but were "drafted' into the stage biz wben 
they wrote a quasi-swing-tempo theme for a Hawaiian Style clothing com
mercial which turned into a hit and won a Hoku for Best Single of 1991. This 
year they picked up three Hokus for their debut CD, Vanishing Pot111, and 
sioo: hitting the dub and concert trail just a few months ago, they've played 
to nothing but sold-out houses. 
The key to the band's Hawaiian Contemporary appeal is probably the lop
ing rhythms and earnest lyrics that characterize their original material. If you 
think this isn't exactly a bust-a-party sound, you're right. But it underlines 
something that has always been at the heart of contemporary Hawaiian music: 
It's a handy aural tranquilizer against the not-so-mellow changes taking place 
in Hawaii's contempora1y reality. 

The Hawaiian Style Band 

Opening for the Hawaiian Style Band (and also in the mellow mode) is the upsbrt songwriter 
duo Ka'au Crater Boys. 

Hawaiian Style Band and Ka'au Crater Boys: Hibiscus Ballroom, Ala Moana Hotel, 410 Atkinson Dr.: 8:30 and 10:30 p.m. 
$20 for the early show, $35 for the late show (includes party favors and champagne). 545-4000 for tickets 



Film 

Jane Campion's new film is an eloquent 
essay on the nature of passion . 

Tickling the ivories: Harvey Keitel and Holly 
Hunter in The Piano 

Piano Forte 
M A R Y  B R E N N A N  

atching Jane Campion's 
powerful new film, The 
Piano, I remembered a 
game we used to play 
when I was a child. 
Someone would take 
some collection of ordi-

nary things -a couple of hard-boiled 
eggs, a handful of warm grapes -
and put them in a bag. Then we would 
touch them in the dark, with our eyes 
closed for good measure, and try to 
identify them without our usual sens
es, by feel rather than by sight (What 
were they? Eyeballs? Spider monkey 
hearts?) Campion's work evokes the 
same weird preference for deliberate 
blindness, a stubborn decision to expe
rience usual things in an unusual way. 
In the Campion oeuvre, every mun
dane object becomes new and exot
ic, freighted with doom and 
possibility. 

The Piano, set in the mid-19th cen
tury, is about the distillation of pas
sion to its cruel, tender essence. It is 
about Ada (Holly Hunter), a willful 
woman who has chosen for most of 
her life not to speak, instead creat
ing a private sign language, a lan
guage that is a tool for keeping people 
out of her life. Ada guards her inner 
world very closely, unwilling to admit 
strangers. 

We know from the beginning what 
our point of view is. The film's first 
shot is of a fractured light: We are 
looking at the sun through Ada's 
eyes, which are partly covered by 
her elegant fingers. Ada explains, 
with "my mind's voice," that she has 
not spoken aloud since she was 6 
years old. But, she adds, "I don't 
think myself silent, because of my 
piano." Along with her young daugh
ter - her only intimate - Ada is 
about to depart Scotland for an 
arranged marriage in New Zealand, 
a new world where anything might 
happen. 

The story is very simple but very 
strange; Campion looks at the 
Victorian era through unaccustomed 
eyes. Her film is about the ways in 
which repression heightens passion, 

the ways in which ignorance and 
inexperience magnify the turbulence 
of love. Ada arrives, through crash
ing seas, on the New Zealand coast. 
Stewart (Sam Neill), her designat
ed husband, arrives shortly to retrieve 
her, having thrashed his way with a 
group of Maori porters through miles 
of underbrush. For some reason the 
vaguely disturbed and disappointed 
Stewart ("You're small," he tells 
her. "I never thought you'd be 
small.") refuses to transport Ada's 
beloved piano back through the bush 
to his remote house. Something about 
it unsettles him; the piano has too 
much importance for a thing. 
Campion doesn't really explain his 
instinctive dismay, and her refusal 
to do so adds to the film's under
current of complex, unexamined 
feelings, its subtext of lives lived in 
emotional darkness. 

Ada soon enters into a frighten
ing, binding bargain with Stewart's 
neighbor, Baines (Harvey Keitel), a 
man who is caught between two 
worlds. Baines is illiterate and in 
many ways uncivilized, a Heathcliff 
character whose attraction to Ada is 
immediate and inexplicable. Like 
Ada and unlike her husband, Baines 
has his own private vocabulary: He 
understands the language of the 
Maoris, who scoff at the foolishly 
proper Stewart with his silly notions 
of land ownership. 

Baines easily convinces Stewru t 
to trade the abandoned piano for a 
piece of land, then cO'iwinces Ada 
that she can earn the instrument back 
by teaching him to play it. His idea 
of a piano lesson, of course, is out 
of the ordinary: He wants first of all 
to sit and listen as Ada plays, then 
to be allowed (the two bargain, in 
the moment, for the number of keys 
Ada will win for each act) certain 
liberties of an increasingly intimate 
nature. He wants to touch her neck, 
to kiss her, to embrace her as she 
plays her dark, uncivilized compo
sitions. (Another character complains 
about Ada's piano playing. She 
doesn't play nicely and neatly and 
properly; instead, her music seeps 
unpleasantly into your psyche.) 

Ada agrees, shrewdly and will-

fully, and the bond between the two 
becomes something very elemental. 
Like the landscape, the film's des
perate, groping sexuality exists in 
some unexplored realm. It is a new 
world of its own, treacherous and 
exhilarating, virgin terrain. (Not just 
for the characters, but for the audi-

ence. Campion's childlike frank
ness returns the electricity 
to sex, usually illustrated 
on the screen with a few 
broad, boring clinical 
strokes.) The ironies are 
plain and powerful: Baines 
cannot read Ada's hand
written notes, which are the 
usual bridge she crosses 
when she deigns to com
municate with anyone other 
than her daughter, whom she 
uses as both a shield and an 
interpreter. Baines and Ada 
must communicate by touch, 
by feel, by gesture, by instinct 

The Piano seems like the 
film Emily Bronte would have 
made; it is both Romantic and 
romantic. The surface is wild 
and beautiful: Campion loves 
to send her camera plunging 
through the tangled brush and 
the mud, and tinges the whole 

picture with a faint sea green. In the 
aftermath of the movie's brutal cli
max, Ada seems as if she will sim
ply sink brokenly into the earth. 
Around this potent center Campion 
sketches the trappings of civiliza
tion, which don't quite serve to hold 
back the torrents of conflicting, 
untamed emotion raging in these 
innocent characters. (Campion's 
ongoing fascination with the bliss
ful amorality of angels is amply illus
trated here: Ada's young daughter 
is always bustling around blithely 
wearing a pair of filmy wings.) In 
one scene Stewart catches Ada's 
daughter and a group of young 
Maoris in the woods, passionately 
kissing and embracing trees. In the 
next scene we see that he has sent 
the children out, stupidly and shame
fully but somehow endearingly, to 
scrub away at the trunks of the vio
lated trees. 

Ada's primary connection is to 
her daughter, the only one who 
shares her language. Their closeness 
has an animal intensity. But even 
this intimacy is fraught with barbed 
complexities in the daughter's act 
of betrayal which sets disaster in 
motion. Anna Paquin gives an extra
ordinary performance as the shrewd, 
imaginative young girl whose char
acter is so confoundingly complex. 
Her name, appropriately, is Flora, 
and for all she cares about morali
ty, she might as well be a flower. 
Flora is very like her mother; in one 
scene she tortures a dog, but only so 
that she can comfort it later. 
Similarly, Ada knowingly hurts the 
smitten Baines by sitting close to 
her husband at a community play. 
She draws herself up with a little 
shiver of pleasure when the wound
ed Baines storms out of the play
house. The Piano has a paradoxical 
heart. It doesn't try to render any 
essential emotion neat or clean. 

Ada tells us, near the end, that she's 
"afraid of my will. It is so strange 
and so strong." Campion manages 
to convey that feeling of being astride 
a headstrong animal that might take 
you places you don't want to go (or 
don't, at least, know you want to go). 
The Piano is a bruising, beautiful 
film, a love story that examines pas
sion as if it were a riptide or a thun
derstorm, a force of nature beyond 
the grasp of words. • 

Law Offices of 

Khaled S. 
Mujtabaa 
"Hard to pronounce, 
easy to talk to. " 

• Bankruptcy 
• Divorce 
• Personal Injury 
• Wills/Living Trusts 
• Real Estate/Home 

Repair Disputes 

For Free 
Consultation 
Call 538-7907 
MELIM Building, 
333 Queen Street, Suite 605 
Hono1ulu, Hawaii 96813 

HOW'S YOU 

-.. ___ .-.........._ __ ........, ... 

Colorpr 
Inc 

I I I • • • 

The leading edge 
in Custom 

Photo Lab Services 

10S1 Waimanu St. 
Honolulu, HI 96814 

Tel S33-2836 Fax S21-73S1 

Listen to WVE LIFE with Angellina & Matthew Gray 
Monday thru Friday - IO PM to Midnight 

KGU AM 760 - Premieres January 3 

IT'S RADIO ACTIVE ROMANCE 

TO YOUR COURIER ONE HOUR IS A ·RUSH." 
TO US, IT'S JUST A RIDE IN THE PARK ... 

We'll deliver your package 30-60 minutes after you hang up the 
phone -- dependably and at no extra charge. We do it all day long. 

... AND NOW ONLY $4.95 DOWNTOWN 
Please call 523-5166. All we ask is one chance to impress you. 

T I-J 

MOKES ON SPOKES 
NO JOKE. 

.. 
... 

� I' � ._ 
: , ,,:-

97. 5  FM 
REM PEARL JAM U2 NIRVANA DEPECHE MODE SPIN DOCTORS THE 
CURE SMASHING PUMPKINS NEW ORDER 10,000 MANIACS RED HOT 
CHILI PEPPERS DAVID 81;\J/IE SOUL ASYLUM THE SMITHS BLIND 
MELON THE POLICE GI. BLOSSOMS NXS TEARS FOR FEARS BREEDERS 
ELVIS COSTELLO CRANBERRIES THE PRETENDERS STONE TEMPLE 
PUOTS B5?S LL DNIIEADS 8:0NOIE RA ,O� S R40 R1l V R ·J 

MUSIC FOR R NEW GENERATION 
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TIDES - December 29 to January 4 
WEDNESDAY THURSDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY 

Moon Phases: LAST QUARTER - Dec 6 NEW MOON - Dec 12 FIRST QUARTER - Dec 20 FULL MOON - Dec 28 
Tide times and heights are for Honolulu Harbor. Tide and moon information supplied by Doug Behrens Design. 

From Page 8  

New Year's 
Eve 
All events fall on Fri, 12/31. 

Concerts 
Gin Blossoms After tooling around Tempe, 
Ariz.'s music scene, the Blossoms, who've 
been described as "a cross between the Byrds 
and Hiisker Dii, • experienced one of those 
meteoric rises to stardom that only seem to 
exist in Butt-head's daydreams. Selected as 
the best unsigned band in the country by the 
CollegeMusic]oumalin 1989, they were invit
ed to play at the MTV New Music Awards 
where they were accidental tourists in 
schmoozeland. Their first major-label EP, Up 
and Crumbling, followed shortly thereafter, 
along with stardom and an appearance on 
David Letterman's show. Harri Rock Cafe, 1837 
Kapiolani Blvd. :  10:45 p.m. Free. 955-7383 
Hawaiian Style Band See Concert Pick on 
Page 9. 
The Pointer Sitters and Brother Noland 
One of the longest-running sister acts in the 
biz, the Pointers started over 20 years ago 
singing '40s boogie woogie. After sister Bonnie 
left the group in 1978, the girls really hit their 
stride with the hits "He's So Shy," "Jump (for 
My Love)" and "I'm So Excited," becoming the 
most popular girl group of the early '80s. Hoku 
Award-winner Brother Noland joins the sis
ters for a real family affair. Coral Ballroom, 
Hilton Hawaiian Village, 2005 Kalla Rd.: 8:45 
p.m. $75 - 1 10. 949-4321 
Rolando Sanchez and Salsa Hawaii The 
dinner menu may be nouveau, but the music 
is old-fashioned, heart-pounding dance. 
Sanchez brings you to your feet with his 
unique blend of Afro-Cuban jazz, Latin rock, 
salsa, reggae and Caribbean. Turtle Bay Hilton, 
Kahuku: 8 p.m. $55, $89 (includes dinner). 
293-8811 
First Night See article on Page 11. 

Here are some additional best bets from the 
Firsters. 
Leprechalnitis The Castoffs, best known for 
being in the middle of the rowdy St. Patrick's 
Day crowd, bring you music from the primeval 
Brit invasion: Irish, English and Scottish dance 
songs. Look for some fancy footwork. 
Courtyard, Municipal Bldg., 650 S. King St.: 
6:30 & 7:30 p.m. Free. 532-3131 
Mcnlay � Waterfall Yuki Shiroma, noted 
modern-dance choreographer, performs this 
surreal, Kabuki-esque modem-<lance piece with 
stilts, masks and puppets. Tenney '1ba:lter, Queen 
Emma Sq.: 9:30 & 10:45 p.m. Free. 532-3131 
Peking Opera You've seen it on the big 
screen; here's your chance to see it up close. 
They're calling it the most athletic opera ever. 
Cafeteria, Central Intermediate School, 1302 
Queen St.: 7, 8, 9 & 10 p.m. Free. 532-3131 
An Unexpected Excursion: Why the Lord 
Came to Sand Mountain A family experi
encing hard times get a divine visit in this 40-
minute dramatic piece combining Appalachian 
music, dance and storytelling. Mabel Smyth 
Auditorium, Comer of Punchbowl and Beretania: 
9:30 & 10:30 p.m. Free. 532-3131 

Parties 
Hawaiian Timea Square Meet at the giant 
clock in the courtyard and ring in the new 
year. Music will be provided by KK Kaminaka 
and Crossover. Restaurant Row, 500 Ala Moana 
Blvd.: 7 p.m. Free. 538-1441 
A Masked Ending - A Bare Beglmlng '94 
Whoa. We're not sure what this involves, but 
you have to be 21 to attend. Hula'sBarandl.ei 
Stand. 2103 Kuhio Ave.: 8 p.m. $15. 923--0669 
Propel Into the Future Get Blasted on the 
Eve. Live rock with Blast along with give
aways. Wave Waikiki, 1877 Kalakaua Ave.: 9 
p.m. - 4 a.m. $15. 941-0424 
Rich Little The man of a thousand voices 
makes a big impression for the new year. 
Nohelani Cypriano & The Hotline Band pro
vide a musical interlude while Little gargles 
(or whatever). Hawaii Ballroom, Sheraton 
Waikiki, 2255 Kalakaua Ave.: 9 p.m. - 1 a.m. 
$35 - 75. 922-4422 
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Surfing U.S.A. Beach Party Is there any bet
ter way, in any better place, to welcome the 
new year? Bring plenty of sunscreen - it's 
going to be a hot one. The North American 
Bush Band and Oheo provide the entertain
ment. Grand Ballroom, Pacific Beach Hotel, 
2490 Kalakaua Ave.: 7 p.m. $87.50 (includes 
dinner). 941-0759 

Club Acts 

Alternative 

REX'S BLACK ORCHID, Restaurant Row, 500 
Ala Moana aJvd. 521-3111. Wed, 'Jbur& Sat: 
The Action Figures. 10 p.m. - 1 a.m. 
WAVE WAIKIKI, 1877 Kalakaua Ave. 941-
0424. Wed - Sun: Blast. 

Blues 

ANNA BANNANAS, 2440 S. Beretania St. 946-
5190. Wed- Wild Edna. 
JARON'S RESTAURANT KAILUA, 201-A 
Harnakua Dr. 261-4600. Fri - Sat: Crossover. 
NO NAME BAR, 131 Hekili St. 261-8725. Tue, 
'!bur - Sat: J.P. Smoketrain. 
PIZZA BOB'S, Restaurant Row, 500 Ala Moana 
Blvd. 532-4600. Sat: J.P. Smoketrain & Alan 
Gaylor. 
SAND ISLAND R & B, 197 Sand Island Access 
Rd. 847-5001 .  Wed: Blues Jam. Fri: The 
Strangers. 

Contemporary 

CAPTAIN'S TABLE LOUNGE, Hawaiian 
Waikiki Beach Hotel, 2570 Kalakaua Ave. 922-
2511 .  Sun - Tue: Joanie Komatsu. 
CHART HOUSE, 1765 Ala Moana Blvd. 941-
6669. Wed: Brado. 5 - 8 p.m. '!bur: Dean & 
Dean. 8:30 p.m. - 12:30 a.m. Tue & '!bur: 
lance Orillo. 5 - 8 p.m. Mon - Wed : Tito 
Berinobis. 8:30 p.m. - 12:30 a.m. Fri & Sat: 

Dean & Dean. 8:30 p.m. - 1 a.m. Fri: Tito 
Berinobis. 5 - 8 p.m. Sun: Dean & Dean. 9 
p.m. - 12:30 a.m. Sun: Brado. 5:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Mon: Dean & Dean. 5 - 8 p.m. 
CUPID'S LOUNGE, Outrigger Prince Kuhio, 
2500 Kuhio Ave. 922-0811. '!bur.· MO. Sun, 
Tue & Wed: Rudy Ochoco. 
ESPRIT NIGHTCWB, Sheraton Waikiki, 2255 
Kalakaua Ave. 922-4422. Tue -Sat· Bernadette 
and The New Sensation. Sun & Mon: 
Honolulu. 
HORATIO'S, Ward Warehouse, 1050 Ala 
Moana Blvd. 521-5002. Wed: Nelda Alvarez. 
ILIKAI YACHT CWB RESTAURANT & BAR 
1777 Ala Moana Blvd. 949-3811. Sun - Tue'. 
Bobby Gonzales. 
JOHN DOMINIS, 43 Ahui St. 523-0955. Frit: 
Nightwing. 
KAHALA HILTON, 5000 Kahala Ave. 734-2211. 
Sat: Kit Samson's Sound Advice with 
Sydette & Nightwatch. Mon: Rhonda & 
Kit Samson. 
LOS CHILES, Kailua Town Center 262-1818. 
Fri & Sat: Blackpoint. 
MAHINA LOUNGE, Ala Moana Hotel, 410 
Atkinson Dr. 955-4811 .  Wed - Sat: Timothy 
Kallen. 5 - 7:30 p.m. 
MALIA'S CANTINA, 311 Lewers St. 922-7808. 
Wed & '!bur: Richard Natto. 
OINK'S BBQ RIB JOINT, Ward Centre, 1200 
Ala Moana Blvd. 591-0584. Wed & '!bur.· Jon 
Basebase. 
OUTRIGGER WAIKIKI HOTEL, 2335 Kalakaua 
Ave. 922-6408. Mon-Fri: Society of Seven. 7 
& 9 p.m. (Fri shows at 9:30 and 1 1 :45) 
PARADISE LOUNGE, Hilton Hawaiian Village, 
2005 Kalia Rd. 949-4321 .  Fri: Don Kimi. 
PIZZA BOB'S, Restaurant Row, 500 Ala Moana 
Blvd. 532-4600. Tue. Danny Dez. 
PRINCE COURT RESTAURANT, 100 
Holomoana 956-1111. Fri&Sat.·Jon Basebase. 
9:30 p.m. - 12 a.m. 
PROUD PEACOCK, Wairnea Falls Park, 59-
864 Kamehameha Hwy. 638-8531. Fri - Sun: 
Billy Williams. 4 - 9 p.m. 
REX'S BLACK ORCHID, Restaurant Row, 500 
Ala Moana Blvd. 521-3111 .  Tue: Baird 
Brittingham. 6 - 9:30 p.m. Mon: Two Girls 
& Two Guys. 10 p.m. - 1 :30 a.m. Wed: Jay 
larrin. 6 - 9 p.m. '!bur: Scott Williams. Fri: 
Alisa Randolph. 10 p.m. - 2 a.m. 
ROSE & CROWN, King's Village, 131 Kaiulani 
Ave. 923-5833. Sun: Don Conover. Sing
along comedy 
SALSA RITA'S, Restaurant Row, 500 Ala 
Moana Blvd. 536-4828. '!bur & Fri: Brado. 
SPINDRlmR, 4169 Waialae Ave. 737-7944. 
Sun & Tue Garrett Okubo & Willie Tamayo. 
SUNSET RESTAURANT & LOUNGE, 2877 N. 
Nimitz Hwy. 839-3456. '!bur: Diane and Da 
Boyz. 
1HE VILLAGE ESPRESSO, 1249 Wilder Ave. 
523-2326. Wed: Open Mic Night. 

Country/Folk 
ALOHA BAR, Outrigger East Hotel, 150 
Kaiulani Ave. 922-5353. Tue - Sun: LD. Ray. 
BANDIJOS CANTINA, 98-151 Pali Momi 488-
8888. '!bur: Bryan Huddy. Fri & Sat: Bryan 
and Julie Huddy. 
IRISH ROSE SALOON, 227 Lewers St. 924-
7711. Sun & Mon: One People. 
KENTO'S, Hyatt Regency Waikiki, 2424 
Kalakaua Ave. 923-7400. Tue: The Corvettes. 
KUHIO SALOON, 2256 Kuhio Ave. 923-3373. 
Tue & Wed: John Lathrop. 

Guitar 
f 

BEACHCOMBER RESTAURANT, 2300 
Kalakaua Ave. 922-4646. Sun: Wayne 
Takamine. 10 a.'in. - 2 p.m. 
LEWERS LOUNGE, Halekulani, 2199 Kalia 
Rd. 923-231 1 .  Sun & Mon: Billy Kurch. 
MEZZANINE RESTAURANT, 2045 Kalakaua 
Ave. 951-2511 .  Thur - Sat: Kimo Bicoy. 
SHIP'S TAVERN RESTAURANT, Sheraton 
Moana Surfrider, 2353 Kalakaua Ave. 922-
31 11. Mon -Sat: Winston Tan. Sun: Wayne 
Takamine. 
SUNSET LANAI LOUNGE, The New Otani 
Kairnana Beach Hotel, 2863 Kalakaua Ave. 
923-1555. Sat - Mon & Wed: Tim Bogdan. 
VENUS CAFE, 130 Kailua Rd. 263-9008. Mon 
- '!bur: Lee Eisenstein. 

Hawaiian 

BANYAN VERANDA, Sheraton Moana 
Surfrider, 2353 Kalakaua Ave. 922-3111. Wed 
-Sat, Mon & Tue Pumehaoa Davis. 7 - 11 a.m. 

Wed: Ki1no Bicoy. 2 -4:30 p.m. Ke'alohi with 
HealaniYoun. 5 - 8  p.m Kanilauwithdancer. 
8 - 11 p.m. '!bur: Ryan Tang. 2 - 4:30 p.m. 
Ledward Kaapana & I Kona with Healani 
Youn. 5 - 8 p.m. Kanilau with dancer. 8 - 11 
p.m. Fri: Bonnie Gearheart. 7 -8:30 p.m. The 
Star Sisters. 8:30 p.m. - 1 a.m. Sat: Blaine Kia. 
2 - 4:30 p.m. Hawaiian�withdancers. 
5 - 8 p.m. Bonnie Gearheart. 8 - 11 p.�. 
CAPTAIN'S TABLE LOUNGE, Hawaiian 
Waikiki Beach Hotel, 2570 Kalakaua Ave. 922-
2511. Fri & Sat: Lawai'i. 
COASTERS, Pier 7, Honolulu Harbor 524-
2233. Thur & Sat: Jon Osorio & Steve Brown. 
5:30 - 8:30 p.m. Fri: Sam Kapu. 5 - 9 p.m. 
Jon Osorio & Steve Brown. 9 p.m. - 1 a.m. 
DUKE'S CANOE CLUB, Outrigger Waikiki 
Hotel, 2335 Kalakaua Ave. 923-0711. Sun -
'!bur: Jonah Cummings. Fri: Moe Keale 
Trio. 4 - 6 p.m. Haumea Warrington. 10 
p.m. - midnight. Sat: Manao Company. 4 -
6 p.m. Hawnea Warrington. 10 p.m. - mid
night. 
FAST EDDIE'S, 52 Oneawa St. 261-8561. '!bur 
& Fri: local Anesthesia. 
HARRY'S BAR, Hyatt Regency Hotel, 2424 
Kalakaua Ave. 923-1234. Wed: Joe Recca Trio. 
3:30 - 7 p.m. 
HAWAIIAN HUT, 410 Atkinson Or. 941-5205. 
Fri & Sat: Kapena. 9:30 p.m. - 1 a.m. 
MALIA'S CANTINA, 311 Lewers St. 922-7808. 
Wed: TropicalJam. 
ROYAL HAWAIIAN HOTEL, 2259 Kalakaua 
Ave. 923-7311 .  Tue: Keith & Carmen 
Haugen. 
SUNSET LANAI LOUNGE, The New Otani 
Kairnana Beach Hotel, 2863 Kalakaua Ave. 
923-1555. Fri: Arthur Lyman. 

Jazz 

THE ANCHORAGE, 87064 Farrington Hwy. 
696-2869. Sun.· The Over the Hill Gang. 2 -
6 p.m. 
CAFE SISTINA, 1314 S. King St. 526-0071 .  
Sun: Alisa Randolph. "Jazz Jam Session.• 
Musicians welcome. 3:30 - 6:30 p.m. 
HANATEI BISTRO, 6650 Kalanianaole Hwy. 
396-0777. Fri: Greg Pai Trio. 
LEWERS LOUNGE, Halekulani, 2199 Kalia 
Rd. 923-2311. Wed -Fri: Loretta Ables Trio. 
MAHINA LOUNGE, Ala Moana Hotel, 410 
Atkinson Dr. 955-4811 .  Fri & Sat: Andrea 
Young & Betty Loo Taylor. 9 p.m. - 1 a.m. 
NEW ORLEANS BISTRO, 2139 Kuhio Ave. 
926-4444. Wed: Joy Woode & Betty Loo 
Taylor. '!bur.· Rachel Gonzales & Betty 
Loo Taylor. Fri & Sat: Azure McCall and 
Tennyson Stephens. Mon & Tue: Azure 
McCall and Betty Loo Taylor. Sun: Joy 
Woode and Tennyson Stephens. 
PARADISE LOUNGE, Hilton Hawaiian Village, 
2005 Kalia Rd. 949-4321. Tue - '!bur: Asher 
Perrin. 
RENl'S NIGHTCWB, 98-713 Kuahao Pl. 487-
3625. Tue: All That Jazz Big Band. "An 
Evening of the Blues - Big Band Style" 
ROY'S RESTAURANT, 6600 Kalanianaole 
Hwy. 396-7697. '!bur: Joanne & Friends. 
Fri: Greg McDonald & Dahome. 
TRI ESPRESSO INC., 1960 Kapiolani Blvd. 
951-6323. Fri & Sat: Freshwood. 
WAIKIKI BROILER, 200 Lewers St. 923-8836. 
Tue - Sat: The Edge. 

Piano 

FRESCO, Ward Centre, 1200 Ala Moana Blvd. 
591-8992. Fri & Sat: Nicholas Chevtchenko 
MAHINA LOUNGE, Ala Moana Hotel, 410 
Atkinson Dr. 955-4811 .  Sun - Tue: Ruben 
Yap. 5 - 7:30 p.m. Sun - Thur: Carol 
Atkinson. 8 - 11 p.m. 
MICHEL'S, Colony Surf Hotel, 2895 Kalakaua 
Ave. 923-6552. Wed -Fri: Les Peetz. 
W.C. PEACOCK RESTAURANT, Sheraton 
Moana Surfrider, 2353 Kalakaua. 922-3111 .  
'!bur - Sun: Bob Nelson. 

Rock 

ANNA BANNANAS, 2440 S. Beretania St. 946-
5190. '!bur.· North American Bush Band. 
COCONUT WILLIE'S, International 
Marketplace, 2230 Kalakaua Ave. 923-9454. 
Fri & Sat: Watusi!. '50s & '60s 
KENTO'S, Hyatt Regency Waikiki, 2424 
Kalakaua Ave. 923-7400. Wed - Sun: Jeff 
Burton & the Con>ettes. Mon· The Fabulous 
Classic. 

Continued on Page 12 



I 
Performance 

Overwhelmed by the sheer magnitude of 
this year's First Night offerings? Let the 

Weekly be your eventide guide . 

onolulu' s Fourth Annual 
First Night will feature 176 
events of culture and kitsch 
at 75 sites from Fort Street 
Mall to the Municipal 
Building. In a rare relaxation 
of officialdom's red tape, 

there will be ballerinas in a bank 
lobby and clowns cavorting on the 
steps of the state Capitol (not the 
usual elected ones but the circus 
kind). It's enough to cause unapprised 
bums, who make up the majority of 
after-dark denizens in downtown 
streets, groan with disbelief and swear 
off the cheap wine at the sight of what 
looks as though the casts of Up With 
People and Fellini's Satyricon have 
met and mingled. 

L I Z A  S I M O N  

- The unique populist flavor of First 
Night is consistent with its origins. 
The blueprint for First Night was 
brainstormed into existence in 1976 
by a group of Boston artists who cor
rectly calculated that "alchohol-free" 
and "inexpensive" might be the alter
native way to go on the big night out, 
usually notorious for the torment of 
drunken strangers in stratospheri
cally priced nightclubs. Honolulu is 
one of 112 cities worldwide that have 
adopted the festival's format with 
good results - such as high atten
dance and few police blotter inci
dents. 

''Fust Night is your chance to wake 
up and see the glitter," says the fes
tival's director, Linda Ryan. "It's not 
about finding celebrities' acts. It's 
about your own sense of discovery." 

One thing Ryan exhorts us to do is 
buy a $5 First Night button in 
advance, guaranteeing it will give us 
a warm and fuzzy civic-minded feel
ing which comes with knowing we've 
helped insure the future of Ftrst Night 
(Corporate donations, says Ryan, are 
never enough.) Furthermore, the but
ton is your ticket to free jitney rides 
and indoor events. 

Below, we've done the Solomonic 
deed of picking just a handful of Fust 
Night events to highlight One should 
really come up with one's own First 
Night itinerary: Kind of like going 
through puberty, it's just something 
you do. All the same, we think this 
combo exemplifies the First Night 
experience. 

- � .. ... .. ... -

Rare find: K'antu. The Andean
born members of this group perpet
uate the music of their Incan ancestors 
with a sound that hits you like a miss
ing link of language between man 
and bird. Beauty - what a hook! 
Member Luis Crespo says that 
K' antu 's  music is also spiritual, 
according to Incan cosmology in 
which drums and flutes symbolize 
the human heartbeat and the heav
ens above. The group' s venue of 
choice is the city sidewalk, where 
they play for the donations of passers
by. If you prefer their songs in your 
boombox, bring some kala to their 
First Night performance; they' ll be 
selling their two cassette recordings. 
(Continuous from 3 at Woolworth's, 
Fort Street Mall) 

The backyard spirit. Klpapa Rush 
Band is recognized by discerning 
fans of Hawaiian music as a class act 
uncorrupted by commercial success. 
Members started playing together 
during the Hawaiian Renaissance of 
the early '70s when Id ho 'a/,u or sweet 
slack-key music was finally wrest
ing respect as classic Hawaiian folk 
music. After garnering a Hoku Award 
for a recording in 1986, they retreat
ed to various 9-to-5 jobs. Earlier this 
year they reconvened to release a 
cassette of poignant Hawaiian songs 
by revered composers (such as 
"Kaho'olawe" by Harry K Mitchell). 
On New Year's Eve the band will be 
showcasing selections from their new 
release done in the real old style. 
They share the stage with the con
temporary Hawaiian kingpin gro�p 
Olomana. (Kawaiahao Churchyard; 
KPR at 6:30, 7:30 and $:30; Olomana 
at 9:30) 

For your kids (andfor you if your 
inner child needs outing): Truth 
Fairy and Entourage are on a 
peace mission, and they're recruit
ing helpers. Truth Fairy will be prof
fering handfuls of oatmeal to all those 
interested in sowing their wild oats 
for the good cause. Stroll through 
their Fairy Wingdom, an elaborate 
art installation and performance space 
which includes harmony-'inducing 
diversions: karaoke for kids, sched
uled dramatic presentations of a 
Greek myth about the seven sisters 
who aided Atlas, and live lyre and 
bamboo-flute music supplied by the 
entourage. (Ongoing, starting at 2:30 

with a break for the procession at 
5 :30. Makai Breezeway of the 
Kalanimoku Bldg., Punchbowl and 
Beretania) 

For the quasi-hi-tech & camp
minded: The Karaoke Cafe will 
serve java while patrons get aural 
feedback from their karaoke tracks 
plus visual feedback from a video 
toaster. Get it? It's a complete fan
tasy.You see yourself alive and well 
in video montage. Created by video 
artists Jan Mc Williams and Peter 
Chamberlain, this is probably good 
basic training for anyone who aspires 
to the more frenetic video challenge 
of virtual reality. (Continuous from 
7:15, C. Brewer Alley, Fort Street 
Mall and Nimitz Hwy.) 

For those with interactive inter
ests: Yukio Ozaki and Ed Higa 
will have you potting for relaxation 
- which is probably a lot cheaper 
than smoking pot for the same pur
pose. This duo of master ceramicists 
will show you how to put your shoul
der to the wheel (the potter's kind) 
and be here now. Observes a wry 
Ozaki: "Clay used to be so popular 
in the '70s, but then aerobics took 
over." (Continuous from 6:30 in front 
of 1 164 Bishop St.) 

An ethnic connection: Nami Kaji 

comprises local residents who share 
Okinawan heritage. Four years ago 
they journeyed to the island of their 
ancestors and discovered an upbeat 
music hybrid played with both 
Eastern and Western instruments. 
Adopting the plugged-in tradition, 
they like to get their audiences sim
ilarly wired by teaching the latest 
Okinawan dance steps and song cho
ruses. (Tamarind Park, 6 :30 to 7:30) 

To shake a pelvis, but not like Elvis: 
cache is an 11-piece salsa band that 
can make a dance floor a proving 
ground where only the fleet-footed 
survive. The good news for novices 
is that this is such an extroverted 
dance culture, there's always those 
who will patiently partner willing 
students. Lead singer Sandy de 
Oliveira - who, by the way, is as 
local as a saimin stand and still ren
ders the music with flawless authen
ticity - guarantees that Cache 
regulars will be 0n hand at the group's 
stage ready to demo the dances that 
demand liquid hip action. (Grosvenor 
Center Courtyard, starting at 8) 

Alternative assets: Chemical 
Fish plays porno-funk - a genre 
you'll fully comprehend if you've 
ever had an erotic experience to the 
tune of a guitar's wah-wah pedal 
(that's  the guitar player's favorite 
effect). They're into Jimi Hendrix, 
though they dispense with the ban
danas and prefer to dress like those 
guys in the Levis ads about "living 
large." Maybe all this patter makes 
more sense if you have a cup of cof
fee, a drink that is ambrosia to the 
group. In fact, their logo includes a 
coffee bean. (The Attorney General's 
Office, 6 :30 & 8:30) But don't go 
away. One alternative band is hard
ly enough for a celebration billed as 
"the New Year' s Eve alternative," 
so it makes sense to stick around for 
Poynt Blankk, makers of metal 
music who rose from the streets of 
Kalihi to ride the Radio Revolution 
with their new CD, Any Questions. 
(7:30 and 10:30) And appearing on 
the same stage will be The Love 
Gods, Hawaii's veritable pantheon 
of alternative popsters. (9:30 & 
11 :30) • 

0 VIDEOSQUARE 0 
Video Movies and Equipment for Rent and Sale 

f RENT 2 MOVIES GET 1 "] 
EVERY MOVIE ONLY '"$1 1 FREE! 1 

: EXP. 1-31-94 : 
FREE MEMBERSHIP * WITH HI. STATE I.D. : Limit 1 per customer : 

HOURS: L----------------.J 
Mon.-Sat. Sundays 

11 am - 12 am 11 am - 10 pm 
• excluding new releases & adult films 

847-2889 

1414 Dillingham # 109 
(Waiakamilo Shopping Plaza) 

No Comparison. No Compromise. 

v4 �ittle �ight 
The Ward Warehouse • 2"" Floor • 1050 Ala Moana Blvd. 

591-0793 

Spent nuclear sub fuel is now being stored at 
Pearl Harbor (Honolulu Advertiser 1 2- 1 6-93) 
Fuel can't go to Idaho anymore for storage. 

Their governor said "NO" . . .  
Will ours?? 

Box 9 1 0 1 9, Hon, HI 96835 • 924-1 674 

Rainbow Peace Fund 

Special liinited supply 
Interisland Tickets from $25 

one-way 

Delivery available 
PH: (808) 942-2855 • FAX (808) 957-0056 

2600 SOUTH KING STREET #204 
HONOLULU. HAWAII 96826 

Open New Year's Day! 
8 am -- 4 pm 

• Ward Centre 
52 1-9023 

•S1mk&Simm�Snow 
Crab Clusters 

• Broiled Mahimahi & 
Steamed Head On Shrimps 

•Steak & Baby Lobsters 

$12.95 
$11.95 
$13.95 

PUPU MENU 
•Spicy Wing Zing 
with French Fm $5.25 

•ShrinpKabob 
with French Frim $4.95 

• Kai-Bi with 
FrenchFrim $4.95 

•VegetablesPasta $ with BmSauce 3.95 
•BeefLumpia $3.95 

Above specials include Chowder, Salad, Bread & Butter. •Deep Fried Spicy 
ZucchiniSticks $3.95 

• THE CHOWDER HOUSE 
Ward Warehouse, Phone 52 1-568 1 ,  
Sun.-Thurs. I 0:30am-9:30pm, Fri.-Sat. I O:JOam- 1 Opm 

Decflhber29, 19.93 •-Honolulu Weekly a 11 
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9>�-����� 
at Gold's Gym · 1680 Kaplolanl 

=VALET PARKING= 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

·Power Breakfast served 9·11 am 
·Healthy Plate Lunches 
·Lowfat Pastas and Sandwiches 
•vegetarian Specials 

YOUR HEALTHY CHOICE FOR 
�ST FOOD 

�e. . s . � 
--. .-ale . �� 
PRIME RIB DINNER 

Only $985 (While They Last) 
Sunday-Thursday, 5 - 7:30pm 

ERINIDIE POOD<'I 
COMEED< 
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NICK'S FISHMARKET, Waikiki Gateway Hotel, 
2070 Kalakaua Ave. 955-6333. Thur - Sat: 
Blondage. 
PIZZA BOB'S, Restaurant Row, 500 Ala Moana 
Blvd. 532-4600. Fri: Makana Brothers. 
REX'S BLACK ORCHID, Restaurant Row, 500 
Ala Moana Blvd. 521-3111 .  Tue: Blondage. 
10 p.m. - 1:30 a.m. 
THE ROCK CEUAR, 205 I.ewers St. 923-9952. 
Wed: Wanted, Zig Zag. Thur: Wanted, 
Calamity Jane. Fri: Wanted, Open Fire, 
Windowmaker. Sat: Wanted, Open Fire. 

World 
ANNA BANNANAS, 2440 S. Beretania St. 946-
5190. Fri & Sat: Pagan Babies. 
COMPADRES, Ward Centre, 1200 Ala Moana 
Blvd. 523-1307. Sun: Greg MacDonald. 2:30 
- 5  p.m. 
HARRY'S BAR, Hyatt Regency Hotel, 2424 
Kalakaua Ave. 923-1234. Mon, Tue & Tbur: Te 
Vai Ura Nui. Tahitian. 5 - 5:30 p.m. 

Monuments t.o the Stars This planetarium pro
gram pays tribute to the history of stargazing 
from Stonehenge to Mauna Kea. Daily, 11 a.m. 
(1 :30 p.m. in Japanese) & 2 p.rn. 
Shells: Gems of Nature The exhibit, which 
focuses largely on shells that may be found in 
Hawaiian waters, includes an array of cowries, 
cones, augers, bivalves and volutes, as well as 
a number of fossilized shells gathered around 
Oahu. Ongoing. 
Water Wonders An exhibit that features 15 
interactive water displays, including water cham
bers, splashable water table fountains and water 
games. Through 1/3. 
1be Contemporary Museum 2411 Makiki Hts. 
Dr. Open Tue - Sat, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.; Sun, noon 
- 4 p.m. $4. 526-1322 

Yes S I R  \ R1:AD YOIA .  QY.i.i. A�NeSoN ov,
SouR.c..es SP.'< Yo � L l k'f: A Ce1<TA1N 611l.L 
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MOOSE MCGILL YCUDDY'S, 1035 University 
Ave. 944-5525. Tue: North American Bush 
Band. 
QUINTERO'$ CUISINE, 1 102 Piikoi St. 593-
1561. Sun, Mon & Thur: Luisa Barbosa. 
REX'S BLACK ORCHID, Retaurant Row, 500 
Ala Moana Blvd. 521-3 1 1 1 .  Tue: Cache. 

Museums 

Terry Allen: Youth in Asia Terry Allen's work 
isn't easy on the viewer, nor is his subject mat
ter popular. He mourns an era and groups of 
people most Americans would prefer to forget: 
the war in Vietnam, returning vets and Native 
Americans. Using every conceivable medium 
from lead plates and chewing gum to fragmented 
radio scripts and dead rats, Allen probes and 
examines social displacemen� loss of innocence 
and, above all, disillusionment. 
"Youth in Asia," a bitter pun on "euthanasia," 
suggest that perhaps the suivivor's alternatives 
were (and are) as terrible as death, and that 
some memorial should be granted them. Terry 
Allen's Youth in Asia might well suffice. - Nikki 
Ty-Tomkins 
Rhythms of Nature Recent monotypes by Nora 
Yamanoha. Through 1/9. 
The Contemporary Museum at the Alana 
Waikiki Hotel, 1956 Ala Moana Blvd. Open 
daily. Free. 526-1322 Bishop Museum 1525 Bernice St. Open daily, 

9 a.m. - 5 p.m. $7.95 adults, $6.95 kids. 847-3511 
Bicycles An exhibition of antique bicycles, 
posters, prints and bicycle memorabilia tracing 
the evolution of the bicycle throughout the world 
and in Hawaii. Through 1/3. 

Journey i,y Starlight/Voyagers Risking the 
Dream A double-feature program exploring the 
voyaging techniques of early Polynesian travel
ers through modem-<lay navigators. Fri & Sa� 7 
p.m. $3.50. 

Loss/Gain? New work by Allyn Bromley. 
Through 1/26 . 
The Contemporary Museum's Advertiser 
Gallery 605 Kapiolani Blvd. Open weekdays, 
8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. Free. 526-1322 
Terry Allen: China Night A large-scale installa
tion exploring a mix of a.dtures. Through 2/4. I 

Dining Guide 

15% Off your purchase with this ad 

Quintero's Cuisine 
The House of Authentic 

Mexican Food 
Live Music 
Mon, Thurs, Sun 6:00-9:00pm 

1102 Piikoi St 593-1561 

Whet some appetites 
with our 

Dining Guide 

Call 528 -ll75 

1,1�(,J 

' Mention this ad forfree dessert with ' 

Greek Island Taverna 
rr'fie original 

flavors of 9reece 
Catering • Dine In • Take Out 

1345 S. Beretania (Ewa of Keeaumoku) 
'I 59 1 -0050 I 

1,1�,1,1 

532-8218 HAWAil'S ONLY COMPLETELY VEGETARIAN 

CHINESE RESTAURANT o 68 dishes to choose from 

JUST KElJABS 
¢¢ DELI ¢¢ 

American-Vietnamese-Vegetarian 

f * SPECIAL 1 
I I 

: 20o/o Off! : 
I I 

: ANY MENU ITEM 
: EXP. 1 -31 -94 : 
L - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ----------� 

Catering Available for Fund 
Raising or Craft Fairs 
OPEN 7 DAYS FROM 

8 AM - 1 0 PM 

Call For Details 545-3835 

230 N. Beretania #1 00 

we·re what a 
natural food bar is 
SUPPOSed to be ••• 

• fresh 

e aood 

• nutritious 

Includes Soup or Salad, plus 109 Chinatown Cultural Plaza 

Bread & Vegetables 

'Waterfront 'Dining 

HAWAII KAI • 396-2228 

12 -. December 29, 1993 • Honolulu We[!kly 

(across from Legend Seafood Restaurant) 
100 N. Beretania St. Honolulu, HI 96817 
Open daily except Wed 
Lunch: 10:30 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. 
Serving Hong Kong Vegetarian Dim Sum 
Dinner: 5:30 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. 

Bring in this ad 

for l0% tdf 

Ala Carte menu 

thru ;Feb 28, 1994 

oPen 'l davs 

32 Kainehe Stree1 

Kailua 262-5604 
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Food 

If you're careful and not too hungry, 
Sushi King is a good value for your money. 

• • 

ua 1 US I 
A L A N  Y O U N G  

hat, you say, another 
Japanese restaurant in 
Moiliili? Yes, and prob
ably the largest one yet. 
Its imperial name, Sushi 
King, is perhaps a ref
erence to its King Street 

address - or perhaps not. I went in 
one evening after downing a few 
down the street at Anna Bannanas. 
Sushi King has a big 17-seat sushi 
bar well stocked with your favorite 
raw foods: blocks of red maguro 
(ahi or yellowfin tuna), slabs of 
hamachi (yellowtail, an amberjack 
imported from Japan although a 
local species is available), tako (octo
pus), smooth white plastic-looking 
ika. (squid), yellow blocks of tama
go (sweetened egg omelet whose 
quality is a good indicator of a sushi 
bar's finesse), cooked headless and 
raw head-on ebi (shrimp, which if 
ordered raw comes as both a sushi 
and later as an additional treat with 
lemon wedge, the heads deep-fried 
crisp and not too oily), uni (fatty 
gold sea urchin roe in wooden 
boxes), orange sides of sake (salmon, 
not the drink) and yet more arrayed 
in the cold display before you. 
Untypically, the menu clearly and 
concisely lists the names and 
descriptions of the generally avail
able sushi, arranged by price. The 
owner is Taiwanese, I heard from 
her half-Japanese daughter whom I 
encountered in the wake of sever-
al large Kirin bottles she delivered. 
Nogi, one of the sushi chefs, is 
notable for speaking colloquial 
English - learned, he says, from 
several years' residence in Las 
Vegas - and for making a good 
nigiri sushi (the unrolled kind with 
fish on top). 

I had a set of two hamachi for 
starters ($3.50) and found the fish 
both fresh and buttery rich. Fresh 

quail eggs were available, so I opted 
for a favorite: raw quail egg yolk 
and flying fish roe (uzura with 
tobiko ). A real interesting mouthful 
with the fatty richness of the yolk 
playing off against the crisp pop
ping of the orange beads of roe, and 
the underlying tart of vinegared rice 
holding it all together. A great tex
tural exploration. The topping por
tions of the sushi were ample, but I 
could have done with a bit more rice 
underneath (probably chefly idio
syncracy). 

All in all, it's a good value for 
your money. Not cheap, but good 
sushi these days rarely is. If you' re 
hungry and not careful, those two
piece orders will add up to a sub
stantial tariff. $2.50 is the starting 
price category with your rolls of 
kappa (cucumber) and umeshio 
(plum and shiso leaf) and four nigiri. 
We then go to $3 for more rolls 
including natto (fermented soy 
beans) and five nigiri. You keep 
ascending to $3.50, $4, $4.50 - a 
big section with California Roll 
prominent but some other new ones 
to me: Washgington (sic) Roll of 
smoked salmon skin, undescribed 
tempura roll and Union Ro\l 
(salmon, avocado and cream cheese 
- the bagel and lox revisited?). $5 
has only two items, both belly tuna. 
$5.50 gives you San Francisco Roll 
(eel, avocado and crab) and Capital 
Roll (eel, asparagus and shrimp). 
Topping off the list at $6 are the 
Hawaiian Roll (seven-fish combo) 

Sushi King 
2700 S. King St. 
(in Kamoiliili Center) 

Lunch: Mondays - Saturdays, 

11:30 a.m. · 2 p.m. 

Dinner: Sundays ·Thursdays, 

5:30 · 10 p.m. 

Fridays & Saturdays, 

5:30 · 11 p.m. 
947-2836 

and the Spider Roll (deep-fried soft
shell crab). Quail egg is 50¢ more. 

A couple of days later, I wan
dered back in for lunch and noticed 
that this large restaurant is well laid 
out, all sectioned and multileveled 
with lots of blond wood and those 
contemporary Japanese tables and 
chairs (scaled to accommodate 
Americans). Lunch at Sushi King 
can be a good deal. At $5.95 for 
their Jumbo Platters, you get four 
choices. Nos. 1 and 2 are Teriyaki 
Chicken or Beef on Rice; Nos. 3 
and 4 are Vegetable and Shrimp or 
Calamari Tempura on Rice. Each 
platter comes with miso soup -
their version with an unusual 
porcine tang to it ( confirmed by a 
piece of meat I found in the broth) 
but tasty and light with thinly sliced 
carrots and the ubiquitous green
onion rounds. Also included are 
tsukemono (pickles) in their small 
dish, a small tray with six pieces of 
California roll and genmai cha (the 
local Japanese tea favorite which 
combines green tea and parched 
rice grains for a refreshing nutty 
beverage). The tempura was crisp 
and fried in fresh oil. The calamari 
passed muster but was not memo
rable - ditto, said my friend 
Howard, for his shrimp. Our wait
ress seemed inattentive, perhaps 
expecting us not to notice. Wrongo! 
But she did smile. 

The Combination Lunch at $7.95 
gives you a choice of two items 
from a field of 14 including sashi
mi, zaru soba, tempura, broiled fish
es and fried oysters. There' s  an 
$8.50 Chirashi Lunch special, sushi 
rice in a bowl or platter with good
ies artfully arranged over the sur
face. Noodles, donburi and an a la 
carte section round out this lunch 
menu. All in all, a very nice roster 
of foods. UH Manoa power lunch
ing could be done in worse cir
cumstances. • 

Douglas Cooper, M.D. 
Bioenergetic/Reicliian Psychiatry 

Video Movement analysis 
Grounding/Breathing Exercises 

Kahala • 46 1 4  Kilauea Ave. #20 I 

735-0264 

You Are 
Your 
Body 

Understand & Release 
chronic body tensions from childhood 

FEEL MORE: ENERGETIC 

EMOTIONAL 

ALIVE 

SEXUAL 
Psychiat,y of growth for healthy people 

AMAZING THIGH CREAM • •  
with Aminophylline! 

As Seen on T.V. and Covered In 

Newspapers Across the Country! 

For Information on Product or Opportunity 

539-2407 

Find romance. 
And win a free dinner. 

Looking for the love of your life? Place a personal ad in the 

Honolulu Weekly. You could get lucky and meet that special 
someone. And you could add to your good forrune by winning 

a free dinner for the two of you. 

Beginning August 25, and for the following 1 1  weeks, the writer 
of the best personal ad ( as determined by the Honolulu Weekly' s 
classified staff) will be awarded a $50 gift certificate from the 

Downtown Bistro. So come on: pick up your pen and reach out 
for somebody special. And win a great meal in the creative process. 

Send your ad in today-just use the coupon on page 14. 

FOR DINNER 
5-9 P.M. 
PASTA 

SOUTHWESTERN 

FRESH SEAFOOD 

VEGETARIAN 

536-5344 
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classifieds 
Wifili£Mi¥Ltm 

PERSON-TO-PERSON 
If you want to place a free Person
to-Person ad 
Please use the coupon at the bottom of this 

page. You may check to see if you have 
received messages by calling an 800 number. 
To retrieve your messages you must use a 90'.l 
number, which costs $1.99 per minute. 
You must be 18 years or older to use this 

service. One person cannot place an ad for 
another person. Ads containing any material 
that is obscene, indecent, sexually explicit or 
that would constitute adult entertainment will 
be rejected. Honolulu Weekly reserves the right 
to edit or refuse any ad and assumes no liability 
for the content of or response to any ad or 
message. 
If you want to respond to an ad 
If the ad is followed by a five-digit number 

and a ff, call (90'.l) 454-4120 to listen to their 
greeting and leave one of your own. This costs 
$1.99 per minute. 
If the ad ends with "HW Box . . .  .l!':o," send 

your written response to Honolulu Weekly with 
the HW Box number written in large letters on 
the bottom-left comer of the envelope. 
Key 
S - Single 
G - Gay 
D - Divorced 
F - Female 
M - Male 
W - White 
B - Black · 
J - Japanese 
C - Chinese 

H - Hawaiian 
L - Local 
P - Filipino 
NS - Non Smoker 
ND -No Drugs 
HWP 
Height/Weight 
Proportionate 
YO - Years old 

MEN SEEKING WOMEN 
Serious gentleman, 46:would like to 
meet serious, humane woman to discuss, 
explore, live Krishnamurti teachings. 
70134ff 
Cute, nice and trim! Fortyish SM, finan
cially secure enough to enjoy lots of 
playtime, movies and music seeks smart, 
spirited, sweet SF. 70130'1? 
Alaskan, 6' 1, non smoker, health pro 
seeks HI, Native Am, Latina, Black, or 
local, full figured for culture, ocean, 
books, music, salsa, romance. Write POB 
4574, Kaneohe, HI 96744. 701 30'1? 
Auwe ! Shalaine ref #' s engulfing HW 
ads! (Oh, Dad-daughter combo & qual
ity time . . .  ) 70 128ff HW Box 266.1!':o 
Pisces, 42, would like tennis, swimming, 
jogging or dancing partner. 70028ffHW 
Box 227.1!':o 
Local JM, 29, carpenter seeks loving, 
SF, 27-33, for relationship w/ poss. mar
riage. Loves beach A+. Ref #100 1 ,  
70199ff 
Energy. SWM, 46, 5 ' 1 1 , kid-at-heart, 
healthy seeks SWF or J or mixed, fun
loving, sincere, no kids. Ref # 1002, 
70199ff 
SM, 47, 5'6/170, Haw'n mix, passion
ate, fun, seeks attractive LF, 35-45, loyal, 
big eyes, small mouth. Ref #1005, 
70199ff 
SCM, Christian, 3 1 ,  5'5, fit, romantic 
seeks a lady, SCF, 25-35, loving, gen
tle, caring, athletic. Ref#1006, 70199ff 
Mate. SJM, 36, 5'4, healthy, spiritual, 
seeks open, natural, F, 20s-30s, home
maker for loving home. Ref #1007, 
701991!' 
Seeking Natural Lady. SM, Filipino, 55, 
5'8/140, warm, friendly, handy, easy
going seeks SF, 38-48. Ref #1009, 
70199ff 
Old fashioned, sincere, SM, 28, loves 
kids & animals seeks honest, active, SF, 
22-33, w/ a good heart. Ref #101 1 ,  
70199ff 
Good looking lawyer, SM, 28, seeks 
honest relationship w/ attractive, SF, 21-
35, who stays healthy & enjoys life. Ref 
#1012, 70199'1? 
Professional, articulate, Span/P M, 41 ,  
seeks petite, attractive, SF, 27-37, for 
relationship poss. marriage. Ref#1016, 
701991f 
Adventurous yet shy, SPM, 30, seeks S 
W /L F who is honest, friendly and wants 
committed relationship. Ref #1018 ,  
701991f 
Vital, handsome, SWM, 41 ,  seeks 30-
45, attractive, athletic, SWF, w/ good 
sense of humor for relationship. Ref 
#1019, 70199ff 
Handsome world traveler, naval officer 
seeks quality lady, 22-33, attractive, hon-

est, self-confident for relationship. Ref 
#1020, 701991!' 
Passionate, funny, one-woman man, 32, 
seeks SF, 20-32, who is honest, sensi
tive w/ sense of humor. Ref #102 1 ,  
70I99ff 
Fun-loving persistent, SM, honest & sen
sitive seeks SWF, 45-55, who is funny 
& sincere. Ref#1022, 70199ff 

WOMEN SEEKING MEN 

AD OF THE WEEK 
Cute, clever, curvy, cheery, DWF, 35+, 
seeks courtin' man w/ wits & heart to 
share nature & nurture, poetry & pie. 
70136ff 

SBF seeks men of 20-40 yrs of North 
African descent or Latino. 701 35ff 
Attractive. SWF, Russian Jew, 5'3/130, 
likes music & dancing seeks M, 63-75, 
intelligent, decent, humorous. Ref#1003, 
70199ff 
Slender & Attractive. SWF, 44, well edu
cated and traveled seeks SWM, 48-62, 
Christian, kind, creative. Ref #1004, 
70199ff 
Easy-going & Loyal. SWF/Hawn, 6' 1 ,  
Reubenesque, funny, caring nurse seeks 
family-minded M, kids okay. Ref#l008, 
70199ff 
Scandinavian nurse, caring and honest 
seeking a successful gentleman, 45-60, 
for relationship. Ref #1013 ,  70199ff 
Out-going, WF, likes simple pleasures, 
is warm, caring seeking S W /L M, 42-
52, for caring companion. Ref #1014, 
701991!' 
Cultured, SJF, petite, warm, loyal seeks 
charming professional, older, J or W M  
w/ sincerity. Ref #1015, 70199ff 
Natural, intelligent, SWF, professional 
seeks successful, active, outdoorsy, WM, 
40+ and educated. Ref #1017, 70199ff 

MEN SEEKING MEN 
GWM, 3 1 ,  seeks B/LNS. Box 37956, 
Honolulu, HI 96837. 
SEE PAGE 502 IN YELLOW PAGES 

adult services 

UNCE.NSDRl=l> 'Jiu, 
LIVE. AND WtU> 
AlWAVS 0,E,N ..... 

... 7948 
$3.SO/HIN. 

CALL NOW 

JOIN IN THE. AcnoN 

OR. JUST EAVeSl>tl» 

ltLSO W' 
1-'I00-74S-103() 

1il+Y� 

TAt>OO TALI\ L IVC'. !  

?arty Line, fanta.sie.s, 
Date.Sf Date.Sf Date.Sf 
l-900-S6B-SSSS 

$3.SO/lllin 18+ 

tor sale 
TICKET TO BOSTON VIA SF 
Single one-way for mid Jan $350. 538-
6198. 
MACINTOSH 13" SCREEN 
Apple color screen. $250 firm. 524-4986. 
Guaranteed lowest prices on all Computer 
Systems, Hardware, and Software. Call 
STEALTH COMPUTERS 624-3308 
M-Sat 24 HRS. 
Single, full-feathered parrot(s) looking 
for homes/patrons/friends. Love hugs, 
peanuts and pasta. Capable of tricks, small 
talk and eating vegetables from your plate. 
Come see our many BIRDS of ALOHA. 
Providing sales, boarding, home consul
tations and grooming. 637-5104. 

SEDONA 
Ward Centre 

* Enchanting Gifts 
* Handcrafted Jewelry 
* Visionary Music 
* Psychic Readings 
* Metaphysics and More 

Ward Centre * 531 -801 o 

OWN A PIECE OF l...OCAL HISTORY 

Pritchett 
ORIG INAL PEN & INK 

CARTOONS & CARICATURES 
921 -2878 

COMMISSIONS ACCEPTED 

ia.African Arts and Crafts 
ia.Samba Dance Classes 
ia.Psychic Readings 
ia. Tarot Cards Sale 

(808) 847-7793 
1001 Dillingham Blvd. #31 1  
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817 

wheels 
'88 LeBaron wht convt. Too fine for 
trade-in. Donated to Mental Health Assn. 
$7500/obo. 523-2067, wkdays 521-1 846. 
90 GEO STORM 
Excellent condition. 5-spd, HB, A/C. 
Dependable, economical (32 mpg), sporty 
and fun. $5500/offer. 737-8429. 
73 VOLVO Pl800ES SPORI' WAGON 
2-owner Mainland car, maintained as a 
classic; AM/FM, auto, air, tint; very good 
example of this marque. $6800/637-8666. 

real estate 

RESIDENTIAL 
FEE SIMPLE 
Diamond Head/Gold Coast. 1 bdrm in 
beachfronf complex. $235,000/offer. 
Claude Heon (R) 923-1298. 

rentals 

HOUSING TO SHARE 
Alewa Hts, near Downtown. Clean, sim
ple, nice house to share. Peaceful, quiet, 
view, yard, cov' d pkg. $490 or $560, 
plus util & dep. 595-7273 or 737-0012 
days, Pat. 
Downtown. Hon Park Place. Mstr rm 
w/bath in beautifully ful-furn 2 br apt, 
gym, tennis, sauna, bowling, BBQ, 
Jacuzzi, steam rm. Liberal, N/S, quiet, 
tidy, female seeks same. 1 prsn $750 
2/$800 + util. 528- 1062 
Hawaii Kai. Seeking clean, responsible 
NS to share large 4 br luxury home w/ 
GM professional. Own room and bath, 
W/D, garage, more. No drugs. Available 
now. Must see! $650 + 1/2 utils. 396-
3283. 
Kahaluu. Available now. Share lg 3/1 
country house. Lg yard w/ vegetable gar
den. $1200 + deposit incl water & yard 
service. 239-4699. 
Kahaluu. GF & 3 indoor cats seeking 
house mate to share 3/2 brand nu home. 
Incredible vus of the Koolaus & 
Chinaman's Hat. Very peaceful. $500 
incl cable & elec. 239-95 15. 
Kailua. Bluestone. Own room in large 
3-1/2 level townhouse. Pkg, pool, Jacuzzi, 
tennis. $550 + utils. 536-4177. 
Kailua Beach. Clean, quiet and spacious. 
$550 plus security. 263-423 1 .  

Kaimuki. Lesbian or gay man wanted 
for home near KCC. Must be clean, quiet 
and respectful. No games, low drama, 
sense of humor needed. Available now. 
Call 9AM - 9 PM. 735-5967. 
Kaimuki/Wilhelmina Rise. Room for 
rent in clean, quiet 2 bd/1 ba house. 
Parking, laundry, view. Female preferred. 
Non-smoker. $550/mo plus utilities, 
deposit. 732-3 141 or pager 577-2263. 
Makiki. 212 bath apt. $600 + elec includes 
view, lg kit, living room, WID & pool. 
Male/Female OK No smokers. 524-0788. 
Avail 1/1/94. 
Marco Polo. Avail 1/1/94. Furn mstr 
bdrm, pvt bth. Utilities included. Cable, 
phone, pool, sauna, tennis crt, security, 
washer, dryer. On busline. Guest pkg. 
$700 + deposit. 941-4719 ask for Bonnie 
or 523-8055 Doc. 
Manoa. Large master bedroom with pri
vate bath & large closet in beautiful 3/2 
house with refreshing breezes & incred
ible views of Falls & Valley. $700, util 
incl. 988-5498. 
Manoa. Room available in lg 3 bdrm/2 
bath house. Jan 1 .  Valley view from lanai. 
. Green & quiet. Non-smoker. Rent $630 
+ util + sec. Call Sheila 988-5450. 
Manoa. Large master bedroom with pri
vate bath & large closet in beautiful 3/2 
house with refreshing breezes & incred
ible views of Falls & Valley. $775, util 
incl. 988-5498. 
Moiliili area. I bdrm in 2 bdrm/1 bath 
secured apt w/ great view. Washer/dryer. 
Pool & BBQ. Looking for responsible 
N/S & neat people. Avail Jan 15. Please 
call: 947-61 18 .  
Mokuleia Furnished rm with private bath 
in cedar house on quiet acre near beach. 
Ample parking & storage, WID, 35 min 
to airport. Rent incl elec, color cable tv, 
and own phone. $800/mo. 637-5822 
Nuuanu. AAA lg room + 1/2 bath on 
quiet lush st. One other person in house. 
Nr bus, str parking, wash, yard. $580 + 
util. 595-6936. 
Nuuanu Valley. Avail. now. Large room 
in spacious 3/2 house in quiet, beautiful 
location. WID, yard. Great housemates. 
$480 + utils. Responsible non-smoker. 
595-7724/956-61 17. 
Temple Valley. Room for rent now. $450 
incl util/pool, W/D. 239-4699. 
Waialae-Kahala. Female to share furn 
2/1 TH. Own br. Conv to mall, bus. 
Non/smoker. $600. Avail after 1/18. Call 
732-6791 .  
Waimanalo Beach! Share peaceful, quiet, 
secure 2 bedrm house w/ prof female. 
One blk fr bch. Furnished, WID & yd 
svce. Non-smoker. Call Maureen 259-
8040. 
Waimanalo. Beach house. Short term -
Jan & Feb or longer neg. Pets OK. 
Washer/Dryer. N/S. $500 a month. We're 
quiet gay couple. 259-9439. 
Wilhelmina Cool, clean, small room. Share 
w/mostly absentprofs. Use ofden w/ view 
no one uses. $380 incl util. Wshr, yard. 
Own phone line (not incl). Avail now. 732-
4660. Cls screened, press * and talk. 

r - -- - - - - -- -� - - - -ciASsmEDAb'vErnsINaRAm- -- - -- - -, 
H O N O L U L U  

Name 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96817 
528-1475 

528-3144 (FAX) 

Address 

City 

Home Phone 

�de:e�J1l!� Wednesday at 4:30 p.m. for O per son-to• person A£h WITH VOICE MAIL FIRST THREE LINES FREE .. ... FREE! 
the next week's issue. Prepayment is O Lines text (38 spaces/line max) ............ ................................... ..... $5.00/line x _ _ _  _ 
required. Check or money order accepted. 

0 $ Prepaid advertising is NON-REFUNDABLE. Lines HEADLINE (23 spaces/line max) . ................... ,. ........ 6.50/line x ___ _ 
Thank you for your order. Cost Per Week .......................... .. ..................... .. Subtotal = ____ _ 

No. of Weekr to Pay for . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X Subtotal = ____ _ 
HW Box (Valid for 4 weeks, if you want writen responses in addition to your voice mail) ................. $15.00 = ____ _ 

Plus General Excise Tax (x .0417) = ____ _ 
Total Enclosed = ____ _ 

State Zip 

Daytime Phone 

23 38 

Your GUARANTEED Housing to Share Ad will run for 
3 weeks. To continue your ad FREE for an addltional 
3 weeks, contact Honolulu Weekt'y by fax, phone or 
mail. Ads must be renew_!1d to continue this special 
offer. Deadline for renewal is 4:30 p.m. on the third 
Wednesday your ad is published. .J L - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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Need roommate for luxury condo. 
Awesome view, 3 blocks from 
Downtown. Covered parking, pool, 
jacuzzi, W/D. Dec 1. $700 mo + elec. 
Call J.P. 545-8800 
1 rm in 2/1 apt, sec, lanai, W/D in the 
unit, pool, BBQ, cable tv, great view. 
$450. + util + sec deposit. Moiliili area. 
Avail Jan 1 .  947-61 18. 
Female roommate wanted for 3 bedroom 
house. Clean, light, airy space. Looks 
like country in Palolo Valley. Call 732-
7727. 
Ideal home �ffice - upper St. Louis Hts. 
2 br + prvt bath + shr office, prkg. 
Incredibly quiet, cool, great view. Perfect 
for writer, etc. Sngl or cpl. Neat, N/S, 
no pets. $ 1 100/mo. 737-6655. 
Liberal male wanted to share with gay 
male. Small studio like/one bdrm apt. 
$300 mo/neg utils incl. Waikiki area. 
Call 923-0158. 

help wanted 
TREES & YARD 
My mango tree needs a trim! Call Bud, 
521-9852 (leave message). 

health and fttness 
DIAMOND HEAD MASSAGE 
Swedish, Shiatsu, Reiki - Pamper your
self! SAMO, MAT 2900. 924-3327. 
NATURALE'S MASSAGE 
Swedish. MAT #2888. 263-3456. 
ORIENTAL MASSAGE CLINIC 
Shiatsu and Swedish MAE 771 .  Ph: 944-
0457. 
GET TANNED 
For your Christmas vacation. Only $20 
for 1 week of tanning. Call now for 
details. Electric Beach Tanning Salons. 
Honolulu 599-5999, Kailua 261 -5594. 

S,PESS �NO,! 
Relieving world stress 
one person at a time 

Get a massage! 

Forappt.call 523-0841 IIMAT 2031 
-

music 
Flute Lessons with a Honolulu 
Symphony musician. All levels wel
come. Call Regina at 735-8044. 
SAX (NOT LOVE) FOR SALE 
Selmer USA Tenor $ 1 800, Keilwerth 
Bari $2900, Y anigasawa curved sopra
no $1600. All in very good to excellent 
condition, extras available. 521-60 1 3  
days. 
Learn to play piano the happy way. 
Master teacher, Bachelor of Music, 
Juilliard, A.R.C.T. Keikis/Adults 7 to 
70, Studio Parking. 942-8004. 

In Pricing In Turn-

#� & Service Around Tnne 
Design & Printing • Marketing & Distribution 
( B O B J 9 49-2 B .., .., 
L o n d o n  • H o n o l u l u  • L o s  An e l e a  

instruction 
BALLROOM DANCE 
Group classes. Thursday nights, ·7 :30-
9:30. $ IO/person. Judy Athans, 737-
9398. 

services 
WEDDINGS · ANY LOCATION 
Rev. Toni Harari. 524-6124. 
Finest kind carpentry. Home repairs & 
miscellaneous. $ 100· - $1000. 595-3657, 
Mike. 

Publish It! 

There's never been a· better time 
to get your manuscript into book fonn 
and out to be read. 

Sundial Publications 396-4695 
Independent publishing services 

� � 

Psychic 
Beverly 

Tarot Card 
Reader 

and Advisor 

Come and sn Bvwrly and shv 
will help you with all  your 
problems. She tells 11ast. 
present. and future. fire you 
facing difficult problems, paor 
health. money. low or family 
troubles. or business problems? 

528-5003 

/)a(!id L Moore 
Photographer 

• Creativity 
• Vision 
• Ski l l  

• Service 

(808) 373-3657 
Stock Photo LibrarlJ of Scenic Hawaii 

Member of: 
American Society of Media Photographers 
Hawaii Photographic Society 

I L I KE WEDD I N G S  
I shoot from the heart. 
I am an experienced 

journalistic photographer. 
I document the moment as seen 

in the LA Times, Esquire, 
Honolulu Magazine and RSVP. 
I bring the essence beyond the 
traditional and yet hold the 
flavor of your unique day. 

I /ikeweddings. 
Jeffrey Helberg Photographer 595 2952 

opportunities 
New company seeking PIT or FIT peo
ple. 
Rapidly expanding on Oahu & outer isle. 
Will train. Top $$. Call 737-5956. 
$2500 weekly stuffing envelopes at home. 
Amazing opportunity. For free details, 
write to: Special Reports Associates, PO 
Box 27776, Honolulu, HI 96827-0776. 

"We saved $2800 on our new car." 

24-hour touch tone hot-line provides 
dealer invoice cost (what the dealer 
really paid for the car), secret rebate 
information and negotiation 
strategies. 

Automotive Experts 
Non-Profit Consumer lnformohon Service 

Recommended By 
Motor Trend Magazine 

D i a l  9 0 0 - 7 7 2 - 3 4 7 7  
fos1 111mule frcc 51 95 ea add mm Avcrage call S mmuh 
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Fame, glory and sore feet 
Once again Honolulu Weekly is looking 
for delivery drivers! Yes, you too could 
be part of the exciting world of newsprint! 
For $10 an hour, we get to make you 
drive all over town, park in semilegal 
curb spaces, wear a fashionable Ho,wlulu 
Weekly T-shirt and become acquainted 
with Kalihi. In return, you need to have 
a reliable car, insurance, a driver's license, 
and either an answering machine. or a 

· really easy way to get hold of you. And 
please don't be allergic to sweat or inky 
hands. We need you on Wednesdays 
between 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. at the lat
est. Preference given to North Shore res
idents. Please call 528- 1475 for more 
information. 
We got more butts than we got seats. 
Horwlulu Weekly is expanding and mov
ing! We need more office furniture -
doesn't have to be chic, just needs to be 
sturdy. Buy, donate, or trade - we're des
perate ! Wish list: desks, chairs for con
ference room (adjustable, back support), 
rolling chair for production, filing cab
inets ( can use both legal and standard), 
black or whiteboard, paper cutter, cof
fee table, small sofa. Call 528- 1475. 

The Suicide &. Crisis 
Center would like to 
thank Nani Baker and 

: :; Melinda Mullis who 
� ""!fllll/J"<� graciously donated 

"# • Cr\s\S their valuable time to · 
create our new logo. 

Honolulu Weekly is not responsible 
for checking the truth or accuracy of 
the information in classified ads or 
the backgrounds of the persons 
placing those ads. Accordingly, 
Honolulu Weekly makes no 
representations, promises or 
guarantees about the truth or 
accuracy of the information in the 
classified ads or about the 
backgrounds of those persons. • 

SKIN DEEP TATrOOING 

WAIKIKI BEACH 
(808) 924-7460 

2128 Kalakaoa Avenue, Honolulu, Hawaii 96815 
Hours: dail 10 am - midni ht 

id black Africans trade in 
slaves? My recollectionfrom 
high school history class is 
that the local dealers who 
sold the slaves to Europeans 
were rrwstly Arabs. But late
ly I've been hearing that the 

Africans themselves sold each other 
into slavery. This not being the most 
politically correct topic in the world, 
I trust only you to give me the Straight 
Dope. - Name withheld, New York 

Nobody can say I'm not even
handed, man. I antagonize every
body. What you've been hearing is 
right: Black Africans were major 
players in the slave trade. In fact, it' s 
fair to say that if black Africans hadn't 
done the dirty work of capturing other 
Africans and selling them to 
European traders, the slave trade with 
the Americas wou ld never have 
reached the proportions that it did: 
15 million slaves shipped to the New 
World over three centuries. 

Many, perhaps most, African cul
tures kept slaves prior to European 
contact, as most societies in the world 
have done at one time or another. 
These slaves typically were war cap
tives, convicts or debtors, or else had 
been offered in tribute to a ruler. They 
apparently were not badly treated. 
But everything changed once 
Europeans arrived and let it be known 
they would pay good money (good 
pig iron, actually, iron being one 
favored medium of exchange) for 
slaves. Slave capture became a major 
commercial enterprise for African 
tribes and family groups. Where once 
taking slaves had been an incidental 
result of war, now it was often the 
primary purpose. 

Slaving changed the political com
plexion of much of central Africa. 
The Europeans supplied African 
tribes with firearms, which they used 
to obtain slaves, either through war 
or by exacting tribute. Power passed 
from elders and other traditional lead
ers to "big men," entrepreneurial 
black African slavers who with their 
kinsmen contrived to dominate the 
trade in their areas. New African 
states were created, their economies 
based principally on the traffic in 
slaves. The more aggressive African 
slavers raided far inland in the search 
for more victims; others obtained 
slaves through trade with interior 
tribes. 

Slaving corrupted many Africans. 
Enslavement due to criminal con-

viction, once reserved for major 
crimes, was now meted out for the 
moral equivalent of jaywalking or 
for no crime at all. Free-lancers kid
napped the unwary and sold them for 
beer money to slave ships. 

During the 18th century Africa's 
chief export was human livestock. 
The driving force behind slavery, of 
course, was Europeans' need for 
cheap labor in the New World. But 
black Africans played a central rnle. 
They were both the sellers and the 
sold - sometimes both. White 
slavers told of buying a load of slaves 
from a black trader, then whumping 
him upside the head and throwing 
him in the hold as well. But that prob
ably didn't happen often. Most whites 
were afraid to venture far from the 
coast and principal rivers, and they 
needed black middlemen to do the 
dirty work. 

Why were black Africans so will
ing to sell other blacks? In part it was 
because of the fragmented nature of 
politics in West Africa, the principal 
embarkation point for slaves destined 
for the Americas. There were numer
ous competing tribes with vastly dif
ferent cultures and languages who 
had no greater love for one another 
than the Serbs have for the Croats. 

To be sure, there was the occa
sional story of an African potentate 
who would burn one of his own vil
lages and enslave the inhabitants to 
make some easy cash. But such inc:i
dents were rare. In most cases the 
slaves offered for sale to Europeans 
were outsiders - nonprrsons in the 
eyes of their black captors. If their 
own tribesmen were captured - say, 
by white men making the occasion
al raid on their own - Africans could 
react violently, attacking European 
boats and forts. 

The bottom line is that, far from 
being passive victims of the slave 
trade, black Africans were active par
ticipants in it. White slavers at the 
time tended to regard Africans as 
hopeless mopes. But the truth seems 
to be that they were shrewder and 

· more cynical than many today would 
care to admit. 

- Cecil Adams 

Is there something you need to get 
straight? Cecil Adams can deliver 
the Straight Dope on any topic. Write 
Cecil Adams, Chicago Reader, 11 E. 
Illinois, Chicago 60611. • 
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('i�!-Perfect Gift 
I 

---- Authorized Agent 

• 
� 

Honolulu -
Cellular _ 
Hawairs Cellular Leader 

81 00LX 

Cel l u lar Phone 

l 1 . 

•• 

Check out our prices on these phones tool We sel l  Accessories too! 
Sony CM-H33 K 399.00 Leather Case 29-39.00 
Motorola Ultraclassic 1 59.00 Cigarette Adaptor 29.00 
Uniden CP-5600 1 69.00 Extra Battery 39.00 
Motorola PT-550 1 89.00 Extended Battery 49.00 

® Aud�ovox MVX-525 299.00 Stubby Antenna 25.00 
Aud1ovox MVX-700 · 549.00 Rapid Chargers 79.00 

523-0121 
�:,,�:;�:::/vailable for All 45 5_ 12 0 0 

9-5 :30 Mon.-Sat. 9-5 :30 7 Days 
705 Queen St. • Honolu lu 539 Kani Hwy. • Pearl City 
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