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Preface

MUCH INTEREST has been expressed in the subject of consumpt~on

standards and living costs in Honolulu, but too little factual material
has been collected to direct this interest along intelligent lines of discps
sion. This study, 'designed to collect actual and realistic data concerning
the living standards of a particular segment of the local' population" is
factual throughout, and (1) provides material that show.d .stimulate
interest in and further study of the cost of living in Honolulu, and
(2) creates a base for comparison with other racial or income grolJps
when such studies are available.

This study was made possible by a gift, designed to foster research
in the social sciences, to the University- of Hawaii by Mr. H. E. Savage.
Mr. Savage has shown much interest in this researeh and has at all times
been available for the discussion of this project, which would not have
been possible without his generosity.

Dr. Casaday, co-author of this report, participated in the planning,
direction and original writing of the study. He had, however, no part
in the final formulation and revision of the study as it now stands.

Acknowledgments and appreciation are due innumerable people. The
authors have benefited by the advice and suggest~ons of ,Dr. David L.
Crawford and Dr. Merton K. Cameron. Many helpful and pertinent
criticisms were offered by Dr. Andrew W. Lind and Miss Carey D.
Miller, who read the original manuscript. Thanks are due to Mr. E. W.
Fase and Mr. William Borthwick, of the territorial tax office, for their
cooperation in providing a list of names from the tax rolls for purposes
of interview.

We wish also to express our appreciation to the following people for
their cordial cooperation: the participating families who gave up mqch
time furnishing information and keeping records for the study; the
field workers who were employed on the project; and the University
students, Gregory Ikeda, Otomatsu Aoki, Harry Fujikane, Joseph
Tamura, Koon Leong Wong, and Thomas Ige, assigned to the study as
part of the N ational Youth Administration program.
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A Study of the Incomes and Disbursements of
2.18 Middle-Income Families in Honolulu

I~TR.ODUCTION

'The study presented in the following pages is based upon: a survey
of 218 Caucasian families residing in urban Honolulu and receiving
what may be considered Ctmoderate" incomes. The investigation was
limited in this way in order to obtain data from a reasonably homogeneous
group, with similar living standards and consumption habits. Such re
strictions were necessary, with a sample of this size, to secure clear-cut
an.d sigiUficant results. Only Cteconomic units" were' included, that is,
two or more persons not necessarily r:elated, living together as a family;
in other words, contributing jointly to the operation of the home and
making all purchases out of a common fund. It is substantially accur;1te
to refer to this inquiry as a study of families.

The income limits were defined as follows: mmunum total money
income per family, $2,000 per year; maximum earnings ,of anyone
member of the family, $5,000; maximum family money mcome, $7,500.
As it turned out, the highest figure for family income was, $6,820.

The survey was further restricted, in the interests of homogeneity.
Excluded were: (1)' army and navy personnel, who receive either free
housing facilities or housing allowances, who purchase many goods at
commissaries, at ·less than regular retail prices, and who, moreover, are
temporary residents; (2) families living in hotels; (3) f3.milies of less
than one year's residence.

The data analyzed covered a period of one year ending late in 1937
or early in 1938. In most of the cases the figures were gathered for the
calendar year 1937. ' '

An effort was made to select a sample which would be properly
representative of middle-income Caucasian families in Honolulu. The
sample was made up of a list of names of taxpayers selected at random
and furnished by the Territorial Tax Office. For those families which
refused to cooperate, or were ineligible, or could not be located,· other
families resident in the same section of the city were substituted. Alto
gether, more than a thousand families were investigated or interviewed
for purposes of this s,tudy. , .

Field workers obtained the' desired information :from one or mor~.

member.s of each family by personal interviews. The schedules on which'
the data were entered were adapted from the schedules used· in similar
studies on the Mainland by the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics.
The field work was carried on from November, 1937 to May, 1938.
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The form of average used throughout the study, unless otherwise
designated, is the simple arithmetic mean.

f •

Families
No. 0/0
41 18.8
36 16.5
32 14.7
32 14.7
26 11.9
21 9.6
30 13.8

Income groups
$2,000 and under $2,500
2,500" " 3,000
3,000" " 3,500
3,500" " 4,000
4,000 n 4,500
4,500 " 5,000
5,000 " 7,000

THE FAMILY

The following summary shows the distribution of the 218 Caucasian
families by income groups, average size, and full-time earners per family:

Ave. no. Ave. no. full
of persons time earners
per family per family

3.1 1.1
2.9 1.1
3.1 1.1
3.0 1.2
2.9 1.2
3.1 1.3
3.1 1.5

All groups 218 100.0 3.0 1.2

Since the sampl~ of 218 families investigated was selected at random.
it can be assumed that all middle-incomCt Caucasian families, as defined
in this study, would be distributed by income groups in Honolulu in
about the same proportion as shown above. Howcvel', this generalization
cannot be applied to the $5,000-$7,000 group, since this was limited to
families in which the head of the family earned not more than $5,000
in the year. Hence in the city at large there would be a greater pro
portion of families in this class.

The average number of pel'sons per family, remaining practically the
same regardless of income, shows that in this respect, the sample repre
sented a homogeneous class. The progressive increase in the number of
full-time earners as incomes increased is a reflection of the fact that
more of the wives were employed as incomes rose. In the $2,000-$2,500
group 15.8 per cent Gf the wives were employed. In the other groups
the percentages of wives employed were as follows: $2,500-$3,000, 14.7
per centi $3,000-$3,500, 13.3 per centi $3,500-$4,000, 25.8 per centi
$4,000-$4,500, 28.0 per centi $4,500-$5,000, 42.9 per cent; $5,000
$7,000, 55.2 per cent.

The families surveyed were typically small, averaging only three
persons per family. Of the 218 family units covered, 34.4 per cent had
no childreni 38.1 per cent had only one childi 20.2 per cent had two
childreni and only 7.3 per cent were families with more than two
children. There seemed to be no correlation between the number of
children and family income.

The heads of 210 families reported the occupations in which they
were engaged. These were classified as follows:

[ 2 ]
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Total number reporting 210

This group of middle-income families is one in which people with
college or university training predominated. Of all those reporting on
education, 57.9 per cent of the heads of families and 52.1 per cent of
the homemakers had some work in colleges or universities. Of the heads
of families, 35.9 per cent were university graduates, and 23.7 per cent
of the homemakers graduated from institutions of higher learning.

In the families with incomes between $2,000 and $3,000, more than
haH the heads of families did not pursue their education beyond high
school graduation. In the $3,000-$3,500 group, exactly one-half did
not; go beyond high school graduation. In the families earning $3,500
and over, two-thirds or more received college and university trairiing.
Those who had less than high school graduation were confined largely
to the lower economic levels. The same tendencies, but less marked,
were found among the homemakers.

A survey of the age distribution of all members of the families dis
closed that the modal age group was from 30 to 34 years, in which
there was to be found approximately 16 per cent of all persons. This
was also the modal group for females, but the greatest number of males
was in the group aged 35 to 39. The fact that almost two-thirds of
all family members were 21 years of age and over simply reflects the
small number of children.

A study of the nativity of heads of families and homemakers revealed
that the families investigated constituted a class of newcomers to the
Hawaiian Islands, in that very few were born here. Of 413 heads of
families and homemakers reporting on nativity, only 17 per cent were
born in Hawaii. Sixty-nine per cent were born elsewhere in the Unit~d

States and 14 per cent were born outside the United States. Of the
foreign-born, nearly two-thirds came from Canada and England.

f
-11

Professional workers 48
Engineers ~_ 19
Teachers 1S
physicians and dentists 4
Others ' 10

Managers and. officials __. -________________ 45
Salesmen and kindred workers 37
Skilled workers 29
Clerical and office workers 27
Technical workers ~

Foremen and supervisors 8
Proprietors _.__________________________ 6
Unskilled workers 1



GENERAL SUMMARY OF FAMILY RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS

The Income Grotl.ps

Although the 218 families as a whole constitute a reasonably homo
geneous group, it is clear that an income scale ranging from $2,000
to nearly $7,000 per year will embrace families exhibiting important
differences in disbursement habits. Therefore, in order to enhance the
significance of the analysis the families studied were divided into seven
income class intervals. For those families with incomes below $5,000
a $500 interval was adopted. It is believed that this interval is sufficiently
narrow to emphasize the disbursement peculiarities arising out of income
differences. Since the families with incomes above $5,000 represented,
in part, a selected rather than a random sample, they were lumped
together in an income r:mge designated as U$5,OOO and under $7,000."

This cI3ssification yields the seven income groups shown on Table 1.
Most of the data collected have been analyzed and presented in relation
to these seven groups.

SOltrCfs alit! AmfUlIIts 01 Family Illcome

Table 1 shows the sources :md amounts of family incomes during
the schedule year, by incomc groups. The average family money income
for the entire 218 families was $3,623.61. The corresponding figure for
the lowest income class W:lS $2,246.95 :md for the highest $5,666.51.

The t:lble indicates that f:lmily incomes were derived from numerous
sources. For the group :lS a whole, 81.7 per cent of the average family
income was obtained from thc earnings of the husb:lnd. \Vives, on the
average, accounted for 8.7 per cent of the family incomc, children 1.8
per cent, and others 0.6 per cent. It is seen from these figures that 92.8
per cent of the family money income came from the eJrnings of family
members. The remaining 7.2 per cent represents income from boarders
and lodgcl's, rcnted property, interest and dividends. pensions and
annuities, cash gifts and miscellaneous SOUl·ces.

The sources of family incomes reveal interesting vari:1tions when
analyzed by income cbsscs. It will be observed that, in general, the
earnings of wives accounted for a larger proportion of family incomes
in the higher income brackets than in the lower. In the group of
families with incomes between $2,000 and $2,500, husbands earned
87.7 per cent and the wives only 4.6 per cent. In families with incomes
over $5,000, husbands earned 77.3 per cent and wives 13.1 per cent.
It is noteworthy in this connection that the average number of full-time
earners per family rises steadily from 1.1 for the lowest income group
to 1.5 for the highest. For the 218 families as a whole there were, on
the average, 1.2 full-time earners per family. In the three income groups
~elow $3,500 ch!l.dren .ear~ed from three to six per cent of the family
Income. No families With Incomes above $3,500 reported any children's
earnings. Sources other than family earnings contributed from 4.6 to
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11.1 per cent of the average family incomes in the several income
groups represented.

Family Disbursements and· Classes of Expenditures

Table 2 shows average disbursements per family, for the principal
classes of items, by income groups. It is obvious that a family's cprrent
expenditures during the year, plus any funds saved, invested, or applied
to the reduction of debt, should exactly equal its income for the same
period. It will be seen in Table 2 that the figures shown for average
total yearly disbursements per family correspond closely but not exactly
with those given for average total money income per family. This
slight discrepancy arises out of the fact that many of the families
interviewed, while able to give accurate information pertaining to income,
were able to report certain items of disbursement in the form of estimates
only. Knowing that this would be the case, it was decided to allow a
tolerance of 10 per cent between the total money receipts and total
disbursements, on any individual family schedule. All schedules on which
the discrepancy exceeded this allowance were either corrected by re
interview or rejected.1

It was assumed that the average variation between income and dis
bursements would be comparatively insignificant for the reason that
errors of overestimation and of underestimation of disbursements would
tend in large part to cancel one another. The validity of this assumption
was established by the results. For the group as a whole, average total
disbursements per family varied from average total income per family
by only 1.2 per cent. The largest variation between the two averages
for anyone income group was 2.2 per cent and the smallest, approxi
mately 0.5 per cent. These tolerances are regarded as close. They do
not impair the substantial accuracy of the data.

For the purpose of analyzing family spending habits by incOme
groups, average total current expenditures per family are more signi
ficant than average total disbursements per family. The latter include,
in addition td current expenditures, any funds saved, invested or other
wise used to increase family assets or decrease family liabilities. Average
total current expenditures, since they exclude surplus funds of the kind
described, constitute a more suitable base for analyzing the relative
amounts spent on such items as housing, food, clothing, etc., as among
the various income groups. Accordingly, the average expenditures for
the principal classes of items, as shown in Table 2, are expressed as
percentages of average total current expenditures, rather than of average
total disbursements. This is the standard practice in family disbursement
studies conducted by the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics.

1 It will be noted that if average total money income for the $2,000 to $2,JOO group is compared
with the average total current expenditures, the average family appeared to suffer a deficit· a deficit
that was, however, infinitesimally small, being only $2.20 or less than one-tenth of one' per cent.
That the current expenditures appeared to exceed family income is owing to the margin of error
allowed in estimates of family disbursements. Actually, this group, on the average, had a net surplus
of $24.79 as shown.
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The .major items of family expenditures, stated as percentages, in
order of importance, were:

Food _. .__ ._. ._._. .__. .__. . ..__ .__ --- __ . 24.4
Transportation ..__ .._ . . ._. .. .. 14.0
Housing _,, . . ._.. .__ ..__.. __ 12.9
Household operation .0••• • •• , ,,__ , _ 12.1
Clothing __. __. . _.. "__ 9.0
Recreation _._.._. _ _ _ _. .'.. __.,. __ . .._ 7.5
Fumishings and equipment __.._....._..__ .. .. __ __ _..._ 5.1
Miscellaneous _.. _._ . ._ _ __ 15.0

Total current expenditures __..._.... ..... ...100.0

At/crag£' Cbollg£'s ;11 Family Assets and Liabilities During the Year

Table 3 shows the average change in family assets and liabilities,
by income groups. It was indicated in Table 2 that on the average,
[he families in each of the seven income groups accumulated a surplus
in some form or other during the year. That is, the average total money
income, for each income group exceeded 1;»y a greater or less amount
that group's average total current expenditures for the period. The term
surplus, as hea'c: employed, refers to a net sum, over and above total
family cUl'rent expenditur~s, used in such a way as to increase family
assets or decrease family liabilities.

For the families with incomes between $2,000 and $2,500 the average
net surplus per family was $24.79 or 1.1 per cent of the average
total family money income for the group. For the families with incomes
above $5,000, however, the average net surplus was $559.62 per family
or nearly 10 per cent of that group's average total money income. The
average net surplus for the 218 families as a whole amounted to $297.70
which constituted 8.2 per cent of the total average money income per
family.

Although the ••average" family in each of the seven income groups ex
hibited a net surplus for the year, it should be obvious that a considerable
number of families in each group must have experienced a deficit
that is, Hfailed to make ends meet." That such was the case is indicated
by the table. Of the 218 families represented in all groups, 59, or 27.1
per cent suffered a deficit. The term deficit refers to the net sum by
which total family current expenditures exceeded total family money
income.

Actually, of course, what these families did was to increase their
effective incomes by reducing their savings, by liquidating part of their
assets (investment in property, stocks, and bonds), by borrowing money
or by other similar measures. In this way their total effective receipts
were brought up to the point where they were sufficient to meet the
drain of current expenditures. The 59 families referred to decreased
their assets or increased their liabilities or both by a net amount
averaging $445.64 per family.

[~ ]
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Of the entire 218 families, there were 59 with a net deficit, 154
with a net surplus and five which showed neither a net surplus nor a
net deficit for the year. Naturally the incidence of an operating deficit
was greater among families in the lower income groups than among
those in the higher. Of the 59 families with a net deficit, 30, or more
than half, were found among those having incomes below $3,000. In
the lowest income group, which consisted of 41 families, 17 families or
41.5 per cent of the group showed a net deficit, while 23 or 56.1 per
cent showed a net surplus. In the $5,000 to $7,000 income group.
which consisted of 30 families, only seven families or 23.3 per cent
suffered a net deficit, while 23, representing 76.7 per cent of the group,
accumulated a net surplus.

FOOD EXPENDITURES

The largest single item of family expenditure, in all income groups,
was that of food. For the 218 families the average yearly expenditure
for food amounted to $823.18 or 24.4 per cent of average total current
expenditures per family, as is stated in Table 2. Average food expen~

tures for families in the highest income group were approximately 66
per cent greater than for those in the lowest income group, although
the average size of family was the same in both cases. As may be
expected, however, the more aftluent families spent a smaller percentage
of their total current expenditures on food than did the families in the
lower income brackets. Food expenditures averaged 29.8 per cent of
total current expenditures for families in the $2,000 to $2,500 group
and declined steadily as incomes rose, amounting to 21.6 per cent for
families with incomes above $5,000.

It should be explained that, of these total food expenditures, approxi
mately 20 per cent, as shown below, was for food purchased and eaten
away from home, whether at work, on vacation, or otherwise.

Food purchased for Food purchased and
Income groups home consumption eaten away from home

Amount Percent Amount Per cent
$2,000 and under $2,500 $555.06 82.9 $114.31 17.1
2,500 " 3,000 568.37 82.3 122.63 17.7
3,000 3,500 587.56 80.5 142.18 19.5
3,500 " " 4,000 664.30 81.2 154.19 18.8
4,000 " 4,500 675.54 77.3 198.04 22.7
4,500 5,000 773.51 75.6 249.93 24.4
5,000 " " 7,000 852.75 76.6 260.10 23.4

AU groups $654.44 79.5 $168.74 20.5

The u away from home" expenditures increased substantially as incomes
increased. This may be accounted for in part by the fact that wives
worked outside the home more commonly in the higher income groups,
and therefore lunches at work amounted to more for these families.
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This increase probably indicates also that greater quantities and more
costly foods and drinks were purchased at hotels, restaurants, bars, etc.
by members of families with higher incomes.

Table 4 shows itemized expenditures per family for food purchased
in one week for home consumption.1 Of course, for anyone family,
the figures gathered for a period of one week might not be typical, but
the averages probably reflect quite accurately the food-buying habits
of the families investigated. The range of expenditures for food consumed
at home was from $10.97 per week in the lowest income group to $16.74
in the highest, with an average of $13.04 for all groups. No attempt
was made in this weekly computation to measure the adequacy of diets.
The lower half of Table 4 presents weekly itemized food expenditures
as percentages of all expenditures for home-consumed food.

Gifts of food were inconsequential, as shown by Table 5, amounting
to an estimated value of $4.39 per family for the year, ranging from
74 cents in the $2,000-$2,500 group, to $10.31 for families in the
$4,000-$4,500 group. There was no correlation between value of food
gifts and income.

EXPISNUlTURES FOR TRANSPOR.TATION

Second only to food in the typical family budget was the item of
transport~ltion. As indicated in Table 2, for the families in the lowest
income group, average transportation expenditures amounted to $226.94
or 10.1 per cent of the average total current expenditures for the year.
Unlike the food expenditul'cs, the amount spent for transportation
increased both absolutely Jnd relatively with increases in average income.
In the highest income group transportation expenses amounted to $911.27
or 17.7 pcr cent of the group's average total current cxpenditures. For
thc 218 families the item of transportation accounted for 14 per cent
of average current expenditures.

It may seem r:lther 6urprising that transportation costs rank second
of all items of expenditure. exceeding even those for housing. The magni
tude of tr:lIlsportation costs is accountd for in part by Hawaii's
geographical position. Some of the families studied tr:lvclled extensively,
generally to the United States mainland. Such transportation costs are
high compared to travel for mainland residents. Furthermore, these
families commonly paid no rent during their absence from Hawaii, or
sublet their homes to others. If costs of travel-boat, rail, and air
were disregarded, housing expenditures would run well ahead of those
for transportation; the averages for all groups would be $435.52 and
$412.81 respectively.

By far the greater part of the average total expenditure for trans
portation was that resulting from the ownership of automobiles. This
remains true in spitc of the fact that the averages for automobile

1 The period of one week, WQS used becJu~e ie was possible for families eo furnish food purchQses by
specific items for Q shon period, bue not for the entire year. Yearly totals were used where availQble
in computing the average for food in TQble 2, but in all cases the itemized weekly figures were
used for Table ...

[ 8 ]

.'
• 1

I



) .. ,

.(,.,

...

t·

~.

'.
. "

expenditures, shown in Table 6, were computed for all families, whether
car owners or .not. Probably few persons, automobile owners or otherwise,
realize the relative magnitude of the expense involved in private auto
mobile transportation.

Of the 218 families the average expenditure resulting from owned
automobiles was $385.28 per family or more than 80 per cent of the
average total expenditures for transportation. The expenditures for
automobiles include all amounts paid or contracted for the purchase
of cars during the year as well as the expenses of operation, repair and
maintenance. These latter categories comprise expenditures for gasoline,
oil, tires, parts, insurance, license fees and any fines and damages. Losses
through depreciation are not included.

Expenditures for transportation by rail, boat and air showed a marked
tendency to increase with increases in incomes. Average expenditures
for local public conveyances (city bus, trolley and taxi) on the other
hand tended to decrease as incomes rose.

Table 7 and 8 present several significant types of information per
taining to automobile ownership among the families studied. Table 7
shows the number of families owning automobiles and the average
number of automobiles per family. Of the 218 families,. 44 or approxi
mately 20 per cent owned no automobile. Over 72 per cent of these
44 families were found in the two income groups with incomes below
$3,000. One hundred and sixty-two families, or nearly 75 per cent of
the total, owned one automobile eac». Only 11 families owned two
cars each and but one family owned three cars. These 12 families
comprised only. 5.5 per cent of all families. Of these 12 families, eight
reported incomes above $4,500.

Table 8 shows, by income groups, the average purchase price and
the average age at the time of interview of automobiles owned by the
families studied. Of the 218 families, 174 owned cars. The total number
of cars owned was 187. Of these 187 cars, 116 had been purchased
new at an average list price per car of $1,044.42. The average purchase
price of new cars bought by families in the $2,000-$2,500 income class
was $987.97 and for those in the highest income group, $1,116.15.

The average age at the time of interview of the 116 automobiles
purchased new was 3.4 years. Such automobiles possessed by families in
the lowest income group were, on the average, 5.1 years old and those
reported by families in the highest income group only 2.5 years old.

A number of families in each income group possessed cars which
had been purchased used. These were especially numerous in the three
lowest income groups and in the very highest. The latter circumstance
probably is explained by the fact that the families in highest income
groups had two cars (one new and one second-hand). During the
schedule year, 47 cars were purchased. Of these, 29 were new and 18
were used cars.

[ 9 ].



HOUSING EXPENDITURES

The third most important item of family expenditures, for the
group as a whole, was that of housing. The average housing expenditures
shown in Table 2 were computed for all families, renters and home
owners alike. The figures include all current expenditures on owned
homes (excluding payments on the principal of mortgage indebtedness
and expenses for permanent property improvements) and all expenditures
for rented homes. Likewise included are housing expenditures for members
of the family while away from hornet such as hotel bills and room
rents at school or on vacation.

Housing expenditures, like those for foodt represented a larger pro
portion of the average family budget in the lower income groups
than in the higher. Families with incomes between $2 tOOO and $2,500
spent, on the average, $394.65 during the year for housing. This figure
represents 17.5 per cent of the average total current expenditures per
family in that group. As incomes increased the relative importance of
housing expenditures diminished. In the highest income group the item
of housing amounted to $421.70 or only 8.2 per cent of average total
current cxpenditures per family. The actual dothr amounts spent for
housing showed some tendency to increase with the increase in incomes,
but this tendency was not marked. The two groups of families with
incomes between $4,000 and $5,000 spent morc for housing, on the
averagct than did those familic?s with incomes between $5,000 and $7,000.
For the entire seven group~ of families the average housing expenditure
was $435.52 for 12.9 per cent of avel'age total current expenditures per
family.

These total housing expcnditul'es, as stated in Table 2, can be broken
down into two main categories. These are: expenditures on the family
home (consisting of rent of homes and expenses on homes owned) 1 and
housing expenditures away from home (rent at school, on vacation and
trips). These are 3S follows:

'. \It

•.'
Rent of homes and R.:nt at school. on

Income groups expenses on homes own.:d vacations at trips

$2tOOO and under $2t 5OO $393.92 $ .73
$2t500 " " $3,000 409.56 1.11
$3 tOOO " u $3,500 473.90 4.78 i.

$3,500 " " $4,000 407.55 5.33
$4,000 " $4,500 500.89 11.15

~. ,

$4,500 " " $5,000 439.81 11.83
$5,000 u " $7,000 381.97 39.73

All groups $425.78 $ 9.74
As is readily apparentt housing expenditures away from home were .....

1 In tbis breakdown III hmilics, whether renters or bome owners, were included in computing tbe
average bousing expenditures. Ellpenditures on the family home are sbown seplrately for renters and
owners in Tables 9 and 10. Housing expenditures Iway frOID bome ue not presented "pultel, for
the two groups, nor would there be any sisni6clnce in c10ias 10,
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comparatively small, but· increased sharply with increase in income.
Average expenditures on the family home were irregular in relation ~o

income changes. For example, the average amount in this category spen~

by families in the highest income group was actually lower than the corre
sponding figure for the lowest income group. This and other irre8Uiarities
are explained by the occurrence, in some income groups, of a few
families which spent almost nothing on housing during the year. In the
highest income group, especially, there were several families whose homes
were owned and fully paid for and whose housing expenditure (on the
family home) amounted to less than $200 for the year covered. Naturally,
wherever such instances occurred, the average for the group was lowered
unduly.

Average expenditures for housing become more significant when.
analyzed separately for home owners and renters. As might be expected,
the number and proportion of families owning. homes is much larger
in the upper income groups than in the lower. Only 19.5 per cent of
the families in the lowest income group owned their homes, the remaining
80.5 per cent being renters, while in the highest income group 73.3
per cent of the families were home owners and only 26.7 per cent were
renters. These data are shown in Table 9.

Tables 9 and 10 indicate that average housing expenditures per family
for home owners were considerably lower than for renters. Average
expenditures for families owning homes varied between $157.35 and
$300.81 in the several income groups, amounting to $249.18 for the
99 home-owning families.

The specific items of housing expenditure for home owners (Table 10)
were as follows in the order of their relative importance for the group
as a whole: interest on mortgages, repairs and replacements, taxes and
assessments, fire insurance, refinancing charges.1 The first of these rep
resented nearly 55 per cent of the average total housing expenditure
(on the family home only) for the group. Repairs and replacements,
and taxes and assessments amounted to approximately 20 per cent each.
The remaining two items were comparatively insignificant.

Reference to Table 9 reveals that average housing expenditure per
family (on the family home only) for families living in rented homes
varied from $453.29 to $648.50 in the various income groups amounting
to $550.31 for the 119 renting families. Here the tendency for average
rentals to rise with increases in family incomes were unbroken except
in the case of the highest income group. This irregularity is explained
by the occurrence in this group of two or three families, which, owing
to unusual circumstances, were living in houses virtually rent free. These
few cases were sufficient to lower unduly the average for the group.

HOUSEHOLD OPERAnON

Household operation for the 218 families as a group, was almost as
important as housing, ranking fourth as may be seen in Table 2. The

1 Payments on the principal of mortgages add expenditures for permaaent improvements' were excluded
since such expenditures represent investments rather than current expenditures. Cf. Table 11.
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average amount spent on this item for all families was $406.56 or 12.1
per cent of average total current expenditures. Household operation
expenses, as compared with those for housing increased sharply with
increases in income. The average amount spent by families with incomes
above $5,000 was $656.02, or more than three times the average ex
penditure for this item by families in the lowest income group. The
increase by income groups was relative as well as absolute, although the
trend is less marked when the figures are expressed as percentages. The
proportion was least, 9.2 per cent, in the case of the $2,000-$2,500
income group, and greatest, 13.9 per cent, for the $4,500-$5,000 group.

Although the tendency was for the total operating expenses to increase
both in amount and proportionally as incomes increased, this was not
true of the individual items considered in Table 12. In fact, only one
item showed a progressive increase in both money outlay and proportional
expense. This was domestic service, which alone accounted for over
one-third of total household operation costs.

The cheapness and availability of domestic servants in Hawaii allows
of their greater use th~ln is general on the mainland. But a clear distinc
tion must be drawn between full-time and part-time service. In the
main it can be said that full-time servants were employed only in those
instances where the income warranted such an expense, where the wife
was fully employed, or where the homemaker was unable as in sickness
to perform her duties. Vcry few families employed more than one servant,
though some of the more well-to-do families employed two. Families
with an income of more than $4,500 spent about 50 per cent of the
total costs of household operation for domestic service. Few families
below the $3,000 level hired servants, either full- or p~lrt-til11e. Part-time
servants were quite common to families with incomes between $3,000
and $4,500.

Fuel and light was the second most important expense in this category.
Though it increased in dolbr outlay it declined markedly as a propor
tional expense as the size of income increased. For all f~lmilies fuel and
light amounted to $105.77, or 26 per cent of total household operation
costs and in the C~lse of the lowest income group was $82.10 or almost
40 per cent. This would seem to be a heavy expense. In this connection
it should be observed that gas and electricity are seldom used for heating
purposes in Honolulu.

Telephone service and laundry service each accounted for over nine
per cent of total household operation costs. In both cases money outlay
increased though proportion:ll expense decreased with growth in money
income.

Household supplies averaged 5.6 per cent of the total, while insurance
on furniture and ice together amounted to only one per cent. It is
worthy of note that only two per cent or four families of the 218
studied were dependent on ice, while .92 per cent used electricity and
six per cent gas for refrigeration.

Miscellaneous it~ms, .including writing materials, postage and tele-
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grams, drayage and moving costs, rent of safety deposit boxes, and
interest on debts not on the home accounted for nine per cent of house
hold operation expenses.

CLOTHING EXPENSES

Average yearly expenditures per family for clothing varied from
$201.44 in the lowest income group to $441.10 in the highest, the
average for the 218 families amounting to $302.27. These figures, as
stated in Table 2, include not only the cost of clothing purchased but
any expenditures for yard goods and sewing. Although the amounts
spent for clothing increased substantially with increases in income, average
clothing expenditures occupied about the same relative position in the
family budget, irrespective of income class. The ratios of average clothing
expenses to average total expenditures was 9.0 per cent, varying between
8.1 per cent and 10.0 per cent in the different mcome groups and
exhibiting only a slight correlation with variations in income.

Because there is such a wide difference in the clothing of males and
females, and of adults and children, the data on clothing are presented
in Table 13 by age and sex classifications, as well as by income groups.
To these clothing costs must be added the extent of purchase of yard
goods and other materials used in the production of apparel at home,
by dressmakers or by customs tailors, as in Table 14. In no income group
was this item considerable, ranging as it did from 2.7 per cent to 7.1
per cent of the total clothing costs and seemingly bearing no relation
to high or low income status.

Family size bore no significant relationship to clothing expenditures,
as the number of persons per family by income groups showed no great
variation (in fact the lowest and highest income groups were identical
in this respect). Of course, the age and sex groupings of the family
were significant. Thus the lowest income group had better than one
child (under 18 years) to every two adults, and more adult females
than males; this group expended per capita for clothing less than any
other. The highest income group, the group of greatest per capita clothing
expenditure, had less than one child to every two adults, and more adult
males than females. Significantly enough the results showed that children
have much lower expenses than adults, and that adult male expenditures
outran the female. The former was to be expected; the latter needs
explanation.

For the United States as a whole it has been estimated that women's
clothing expenses exceed those of men by about 20 per cent.1 In Honolulu
the men's expenses exceed those of women by 10 per cent. This can be
accounted for in part by the absence of marked seasonal changes in
Hawaii. On the mainland the distinctions between summer and winter
are marked and oftentimes severe. One season demands lightweight
clothing; the other not only calls for heavier materials but for in
dividually expensive items such as coats, overcoats, furs, etc. To the

1 Paul H. Nystrom, "Economic Principles of Consumption," 1931, p. 332.
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well-dressed woman of the mainland even spring and autumn have their
own clothing demands, demands which place additional burdens upon
the family purse. In Hawaii the temperature throughout the year is so
even that the expensive items such as overcoats and furs are seldom
used. Further, as the seasons shade off into one another by imperceptible
degrees the Useason's style" though it undoubtedly prevails cannot be
said to dominate women's wear. The larger men's clothing expenditures
in Honolulu can also be accounted for through cleaning and repairing
costs. In a tropical climate men wear light and white suits, which,
soiling easily, must be cleaned often. Women's clothing is governed to
a larger extent by mainland styles and color schemes, and what white
is worn finds its way more often to the laundry hamper. As will be
noted from Table 15 cleaning and repair costs in every income group
are much greater for men than for women. The group average shows
that cleaning and repair costs for men's clothing are 3.5 times those for
women. In this regard, Table 15 demonstrates that if cleaning and
repair costs are disregarded, women's clothing expenditures for the group
run slightly in excess of those for men.

Clothing is second only to food in respect of the amount of budgetary
attention devoted to it by the individual. Housing is a good consumed
jointly with others. whereas each individual ordinarily consumes his
own food and clothing. One expects to find and does so find, therefore,
as an expression of personal dignity, that an increase in the income
level is :lccomp;mied by :1 noticeable increase in the allotments for cloth
ing expenditure both per capita and per family. The lowest income
group studicd spent only $62.75 per capita on clothing, whereas those
in the highest income group spent $138.44, or more than twice as much.
In proportion to all family expenditures, however, the lowcst income
group spent morc dun somc groups with higher incomes. though this
difference was in no inst3nce greater than one per ccnt.

Mention should be nlade, in closing this section, of gifts of clothing
I'cceived. Every income group received such gifts, some of greater value
than others. The value of these gifts per family, shown in Table S, for
all groups W:lS $25.69, in comparison to a per-family expenditure of

.$302.27.

RECREATION

The uses made of leisure time cannot be adequately measured by a
statistical weighing of expenditures. Expenditure for recreation, as shown
in Table 16, however, provides a better index than any other.

The families studied were c;levotees of the movies.1 The relative
stability of the pattern of motion-picture attendance is evidenced by
data of the various income groups. No group spent less than 17.2 per
cent of its total recreational expenditures on this account, and the
over-all average was 21.2 per cent.

1 Expenses for play., l:ODl:Crt8, aDd spectator sport. llI'e included within this term, but al sueb expenses
were uniformly small for III group. they do not warrant separlte treatment.

[ 14]

....

~' .... ,
I



~
I'

t>

I".

\.\,

c''.
~ ~:-~:.

,.'~ - ..-
I.,~'

I"A'

Expenses for reading matter were in every income group less than
the expenses for movies. Reading matter was defined to include news
papers, magazines, and books other than school and technical publications.

With the exception of one group, those receiving betw~n $3,500
and $4,000, the expenses for tobacco in its various fol'lD6 exceeded
expenses for reading matter.

The above three mentioned items account for 51 per cent of all
recreational expenses. Another 14.1 per cent is spent in entertaining
friends at and away from the home. Radios, which were widely owned,
and other musical instruments took 11.5 percent. The majority of
families belonged to some club or organization and 8.4 per cent was
spent in this way. Expenses for pets, cameras and supplies, athletic and
play equipment and other forms of recreation did not exceed tog.ether
15 per cent.

The amounts that each family spent for recreation varied enormously,
but an average by income groups, displayed in Table 2, she" ..1 a
progressive increase in money outlay per family from $172.16 to.~ ,_,,6,
the average for all families being $252.72. The proportion that such
money outlay was of total expenditure, however, showed little variation,
from 7.1 to 8 per cent. '

EXPENDITURES FOR. HOUSEHOLD FUR.NISHINGS AND EQUIPMENT

The expenditures next in order of importance were those for household
furnishings and equipment.. These increased from '$106.63 in the lowest
income group to $321.99 in the highest, averaging, for the 218 families,
$171.95.

Table 17 shows for each income group, the items of hous~hold fur
nishings and equipment 'broken down into five classes of expenditure,
in the order of their relative importance for all families, as follows:
electrical equipment, furniture, textile furnishings, silver, china and
glass ware, and miscellaneous equipment. The last category of expense,
in the aggregate, actually' ranks third in. amount. It is placed last
because it is not a homogeneous group, consisting. as it ~oes of such
diverse items as: gas and ice refrigerators, gas ranges,. kitchen utensils,
pictures, mirrors, non-electric clocks, and ornaments. The other classi
fications are self-explanatory, with the possible exception of textile
furnishings, which included rugs and carpets, drapes, table linen, bed
clothing and linen, towels and similar items.

It will be observed that, generally speaking, the average family ~x

penditures for most categories of household furnishings 3Qd equipment
showed some tendency to increase, absolutely or relatively or both, with
the increase in incomes. This tendency was quite clearly marked in the
case of expenditures for silver, china and glass ware. Probably this is
due, primarily, to the greater use of sterling silver and expensive varieties
of china and glass ware at the higher incom.e levels.

Expenditures for electrical equipment, however, constitute an excep-
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tion. Families in the lowest income group spent 63.7 per cent of their
average total expenditures for furnishings and equipment on electrical
appliances. This is a higher proportion so spent than that exhibited by
any other income group. A comparatively large number of families with
incomes between $2,000 and $2,500 purchased expensive items of elec
trical equipment during the year. This may indicate that families at
the lower income levels rank the purchase of electrical appliances as
among the first and most important of the necessary outlays for house
hold furnishings and equipment.

Table 5 indicates that the families in all income groups received some
items of furniture and equipment as gifts. The estimated average value
of these for the various income groups ranged from $1.31 to $18.47 for
the year. For the 2] 8 families as a whole the average value of such
gifts amounted to $10.77.

A few words of caution concerning Table 17 arc necessary. It is
obvious that few of the tendencies noted above are entirely clear or
free from irregularities. This is owing to the fact that m:my of the
items of furnishings and equipment are purchased by relatively' few
familics in anyone ycar and that such purchases, when made, involve
comparatively heavy outlays. Thus, the accidental occurrcnce of a few
largc purchases in any income group could wcaken the v,llidity of the
averages and ObSCU1'C possible underlying trends. Accordingly, generaliza
tions from thc d:lta presented in Table 17 should be used sparingly.

MISCELLANEOUS EXPENDITURES

UnJcl· thi') hcading arc included amounts spent for medical carc,
gifts and contributions, community welfare, personal carc, formal edu
cation, vocation, and a few small itcms listed under uother." The figures
for miscellaneous expenditurcs will be found in Table 18.

As might be cxpected, cxpenditures for medical C,lrC werc highest
in the upper income groups, exhibiting a tendency to increase steadily
from $121.28 in the lowest income group to $253.04 in the group above
$5,000. The percentage amounts l however tended to fluctuate but
slightly, and averaged 5.4 per cent for all groups. The greater dollar
volume of expcnditurc in the higher economic levels probably reflects
not only morc substantial fce charges by physicians but also more ade
quate medical care which the family is able to afford as incomes rise.

Somewhat the same generalizations hold true for personal care as
for medical care. The variation in expenditures was from $51.86 for
the lowest group to $89.41 for the highest, although the families in
the $4,500-$5,000 income group spent the greatest amount, $102.93.
Percentage expenditures fluctuated around 2 per cent.

Both the amounts and percentages spent for formal education in
creased regularly and substantially as incomes rose, although, after the

1 Percentage, used in this "mi,.;cllancous" s~l:tion refer in every instance to per cent of total lIveras"
eKpeaciitures per family.
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$5,000 level is reached, both the dollar and percentage expenditures
declined. The range of expenditures was from $12.22 to $72.36 per
family, or from 0.5 per cent to 1.6 per cent, the average for all families
being one per cent of all expenditures, or $33.66.

As the economic well-being of the family increased the proportion of
the family budget going to community welfare increased materially,
from 1.2 per cent at the lowest economic level to 3.5 per cent at the
highest, in amount from $24.25 to $178.72 per family. These payments
were involuntary in part, consisting of poll, income, and personal prop
erty taxes, as. well as voluntary contributions to the United Welfare
fund, churches, and charitable organizations.

As may be gathered from Table 19, total contributions for religious
and eleemosynary' purposes were not large, amounting to only 0.8 per
cent of total current expenditures for all families, or $28.25 out of an
average money income of $3,623.61. Church contributions ranged from
a low of $6.24 per family for the year in the $3,500-$4,000 group, to a
high of $23.33 for families receiving between $4,500 and $5,000. Such
contributions do not rise proportionately with income, the most generous
percentage donations being made by families in the $3,000-$3,500 income
group, and the least in the $3,500-$4,000 class.

Contributions to the United Welfare fund and other charitable
organizations ranged more widely with income, from $4.37 per family
at the lowest income level to $36.36 at the highest, from 0.2 to 0.7
per cent of total current expenditures. For all families, the average
amount donated to these organizations was $13.79 a year, or 0.4 per
cent, about the same as church contributions.

The involuntary payments for UCommunity Welfare," namely poll,
income and personal property taxes, were about t"he same per family at
the lower economic levels as the voluntary contributions, but as incomes
rose the tax payments increased much more rapidly, until, in the highest
income group, forced payments to the community for the kinds of
taxes mentioned are more than twice as great as voluntary contributions
for religion and charity. All direct tax payments are treated together
in the following section of this report.

Vocational expenditures included such items as professional association
and union dues and fees, and technical literature. These expenses tended
to increase somewhat in absolute amount, but the proportional expendi
tures remained fairly constant for all income groups. The average for
such items was relatively low, as might be expected, in comparison to
other classes of miscellaneous expense.

Under the caption nOther" in Table 18 will be found figures for
various and sundry items, the sum of which is not large for the average
family. The chief items included were, in order of importance, flowers,
gardens, legal expenses, funerals, and .losses on investments.
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DIRECT TAX PAYMENTS

Direct taxes are divided into three categories: (1) real estate taxes
and assessments~ (2) poll, income, and personal property taxes, and (3)
automobile license taxes.1 The total of these direct taxes, summarized
in Table 20, averaged $91.19 per family, constituting 2.7 per cent of
current expenditures. Average total direct tax payments per family
increased from $34.08, or 1.5 per cent, per year at the lowest economic
level to $205.39, or 4.0 per cent~ at the highest.

Considering all families studied, the highest tax payments were for
the item "poll, income and personal property taxes." These averaged
$41.54 for all families~ amounting to 1.2 per cent of total current
expenditures. The increase from the lowest to the highest income groups
proceeded at an accelerating rate from $11.07, or 005 per cent of
expenditures, to $121.79, or 2.4 per cent. This was to be expected, since
the progressive income taxes, territorial and federal, constituted the
bulk of these payments. The poll tax is uniform, and the only taxable
personal property owned by the families consisted of radios taxable at
50 cents a set.

The next highest direct taxes were paid on automobiles, the average
for all families being $27.24, or 0.8 per cent of expenditures. The
absolute amounts increased gradually with increases in income, from
$16.26 to $38.75, but the proportionate payments increased only slightly.
Since the UK was on the basis of weight, one cent per pound, and the
more affluent families owned heavier cars, it was to be expected that as
incomes rose~ a higher tax would prevail.

Real estate taxes and assessments amounted to an over-all family
average of $22.41, or 0.7 per cent of total average expenditures. The
range of such payments was from $6.75 per family in the $2,000-$2,500
group to $44.85 in the $5,000-$7,000 group, or from 0.3 to 0.9 per
cent. Within this range the changes were not proportionate to income.
This is because the average value of real estate owned does not increase
regularly and directly with increase in income.

It must be remembered that these direct taxes did not constitute
the only tax payments made by these families. There are many "hidden
taxes," such as the indirect levies on gasoline, tobacco~ amusements and
other items, the territorial gross profits tax, tariff duties, etc., which
are represented in whole or in part elsewhere in this report, in the
prices paid for goods. Such indirect taxes bear most heavily upon those
in the lower income brackets, where larger proportions of the total
incomes are spent for commodities subject to indirect taxes of various
kinds.

1 These till: payments. life included clsewhere in this report. UDder cspcDdhurfS for (I) houlins (2)
community welfarc. and (3) tunlporution. but arc brought together here for scparate treatm:Dt.
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TABLE 1. SOURCES AND AMOUNTS OF FAMn.y INCOMES IN ONE YEAR BY INCOME GROUPS

$2,000 $2,500 $3,000 $3,500 $4,000 $4,500 $5,000
and under and under and under and under and under and under and under All

$2,500 $J,OOO $3,500 $4,000 $4,500 $5,000 $7,000 Groups

Number of families 41 36 32 32 26 21 30 218
Per cent 18.8 16.5 14.7 14.7 11.9 9.6 13.8 100.0

Average number of persons per family __ 3.1 2.9 3.1 3.0 2.9 3.1 3.1 3.0
Average full-time earners per family _____ 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.2 1.2 1.3 1.5 1.2
Average income from earnings of:

Husband $1,969.61 2,242.47 2,621.50 3,118.25 3,269.22 3,993.33 4;380.63 2,960.71
Wife 103.40 93.33 137.50 352.54 426.64 567.47 743.33 314.63
Children 69.67 16.1.56 179.84 --------- -----.,.-- ---------- ---- 66.18
Others (1) --- --- ----- -------- ---_.- ------ 162.00 22.29

Average total family earnings 2,142.68 2,497.36 2,938.84 3,470.79 3,695.86 4,560.80 5,285.96 3,363.81
Average income from:

Boarders and lodgers 11.75 22.2S 69.84 51.00 47.23 45.71 50.67 41.22
Rent (net) 17.82 52.15 24.97 ---------- 47.84 23.57 71.00 33.37
Interest and dividends -- 13.96 45.24 49.27 117.38 140.03 48.81 119.71 72.43,....., Pensions and annuities ______ 6.10 80.65 7.26 60.46 42.86 6.67 27.79--------.... Cash gifts ____ ---- 2.20 12.08 22.81 80.50 127.94 65.24 110.67 54.H

\C Other sources (2) 52.44 4.25 65.13 19.72 38.69 21.83 30.64------
"-' Total income other than earnings ___ 104.27 216.62 232.02 279.86 462.19 226.19 380.51 259.80

Average total money income per family_ 2,246.95 2,713.98 3,170.86 3,750.65 4,158.05 4,786.99 5,666.51 3,623.61
Per Cent:

Average income from earnings of:
Husband --------------- 87.7 82.6 82.7 83.1 78.6 83.4 77.3 81.7
Wife ------ 4.6 3.4 4.3 9.4 10;3 11.9 13.1 8.7
Children 3.1 6.0 5.7 - --- ----- -- "1.8
Others (1) ____.__ "__... _____ - --- --- ---- -_. -- 2.9 0.6

Average total family earnings ____ 9S.4 92.0 92.7 92.5 88.9 95.3 93.3 92.8
Average income from:

Boarders and lodgers ______ 0.5 0.8 2.2 1.5 1.1 0.9 0.9 1.1
Rent (net) 0.8 1.9 0.8 _...- 1.1 0.5 1.2 0.9
Interest and dividends 0.6 1.7 1.5 3.1 3.4 1.0 2.1 2.0
Pensions and annuities _________ 0.3 3.0 ---- 0.2 1.5 0.9. 0.1 0.8
Cash gifts -------- 0.1 0.4 0.7 2.2 3.r 1.4 2.0 1.5
Other sources (2) _ ...__________.. ___ 2.3 0.2 2.1 O.S 0.9 -- 0.4 0.9

Total income other than earnings ___ 4.6 8.0 7.3 7.5 11.1 4.7 6.7 7.2
Average total money income per family_ 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

(I) One group of three unrelated men living together as lID "economic unit." (2) Includes such items as inheritances, royalties, alimony, wagers.



TABLE 2. AVERAGE DISBURSEMENTS PER FAMILY IN ONE YEAR. FOR PRINCIPAL CLASSES OF ITEMS

BY INCOME GROUPS

24.79

2,273.94

17.5
9.2

29.8
9.0
4.7

10.1
7.7

12.0
100.0

297.70

12.9
12.1
24.4

9.0
S.1

14.0
7.S

H.O
100.0

3,667.68

4H.S2
406.56
823.18
302.27
171.95
471.09
252.72
506.69

3,369.98

All
Groups

218
100

3.0
1.2

3,623.61

8.2
12.7
21.6

8.6
6.3

17.7
7.4

17.5
100.0

559.62

5,702.08

421.70
656.02

1,112.85
441.10
J21.99
911.27
J79.06
898.47

5,142.46

$5,()00
and under

$7,000

30
13.8

J.I
1.5

5,666.51

451.64
619.10

1,023.44
443.49
265.08
568.4J
HJ.70
712.75

4,4J7.6J

423.61

10.2
H.9
23.1
10.0
6.0

12.8
8.0

16.0
100.0

4,861.24

$4,500
and under

$5,000

21
9.6
3.1
1.3

4,786.99

512.04
496.80
8n.58
H9.82
160.43
516.49
268.90
585.14

J,77J.20

4}s.69

13.6
H.2
23.1

9.5
4.J

13.7
7.1

15.5
100.0

4,211.89

$4,000
and under

$4,500

26
11.9

2.9
1.2

4,158.05

412.88
406.09
818.49
318.47
ISJ.s}
S16.27
24J.60
514.77

J,J84.10

J,8H.82

451.72

12.2
12.0
24.2

9.4
4.5

IS.J
7.2

1S.2
100.0

U,500
and under

$4,000

3Z
14.7

J.O
1.2

J,i50.65

196.16

478.68
37S.18
729.74
244.56
IOJ.21
414.1S
2J8.44
442.56

J,026.52

1S.8
12.4
24.1

8.1
3.4

13.7
7.9

14.6
100.0

3,222.68

$1,000
and under

$J,500

32
14.7
J.I
1.1

3,170.86

410.67
263.99
691.00
214.36
152.78
303.19
189.J7
322.74

2,548.10

16.1
10.4
27.1

8.4
6.0

11.9
7.4

12.7
100.0

168.33

2,716.43

$2,500
and under

$J,OOO

36
16.5
2.9
1.1

2,713.98

394.65
207.97
669.37
201.44
106.63
226.94
172.16
269.98

2,249.15

Number of families 41
Per cent 18.8

Average number of persons per family __ 3.1
Average full-time earners per family __ 1.1
Average total money income per family_ $2,246.95
Average current expenditures per family:

Housing
Household operation _
Food _
Clothing
Furnishings and equipment
T ransponation
Recreation
Other (1)

Total Expenditures
Average net increase in assets or decrease

in liabilities per family
Average total yearly disbursements per

family (2)
Per Cent:

Average current expenditures per family:
Housing
Household operation _
Food _
Clothing
Furnishings and equipment _
Transponation
Recreation
Other (1)

Total Expenditures

$2,000
and under

$2,500

,......
N
o
"-'

(I) Consists of eJ(~nditures for personal care. medical care. fOrDl:ll educatioD. community welfare. vocation. gifu and contributions. funerals. legal services aod
miscellaoeDw losses.

(2) Average total disbursements per family are not identical with average total monry income per family for the R3son that many of the families interviewed were
able to report certain items of disbursement in the form of estimates only.
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TABLE 3. AVERAGE CHANGE IN FAMILY ASSETS AND LIABILITIES IN ONE YEAR BY INCOME GROUPS

$2,000 $2,500 $3,000 $3,500 $4,000 $4,500 $5,000
and under and under and under and under and under and under and under All

$2,500 $3,000 $3,500 $4,000 $4,500 $5,000 $7,000 Groups

Number of families 41 36 '2 32 26 21 30 218
Average total money income per family_$2,246.95 2,713.98 3,170.86 3,750.65 4,158.05 4,786.99 5,666.51 3,623.61
Net decrease in assets or increase in liabili-

ties or both (1)
Number of families 17 13 8 4 5 5 7 59

r-t Percent of all families 41,s 36.1 .,25.0 12,5 19.2 23.8 23.3 27.1
N Average amount per famlly ____ $290.84 299.96 $lO.75 817.05 352.89 674.32 681'.H 445.64- Net increase in assets or decrease in liabili-...... ties or both (2) t

Number of families 23 22
~;.O

26 21 15 23 1S4
Percent of all families 56.1 61.1 81.3 80.8 71.4 76.7 70.6
Average amount per family $259.16 452.70 43 •.47 681.67 627.17 817.84 938.SS 592.16

No net change in assets or liabilities
Number of families 2.4 2.8 -- 6.2 -- 4.8 - 2.3
Percent of all families 1 1 --- 2 - 1 _o- S

Average net increase in assets or decrease
in liabilities for group (2) $24.79 168.33 196.16 451.72 438.69 423.61 559.62 297.70

(I) Net funds made available for £amily use from sources other than family income during the year.
(2) Net funds received during the year but not used for current flllDily o:penditures.



TABLE 4. AVERAGE EXPENDITURES PER FAMILY FOR FOOD PURCHASED IN ONE WEEK FOR HOME

CoNSUMPTION BY INCOME GROUPS

......

Items

Meau and poultry _
Fish and sea foods _
Mllk(1)
Butter
Cheese
Eggs .
Fruit and fruit producu (2) _
Vegetables
Bread and other baked goods .....
Flour. meal and pastes (3) _
Rice __. .__ .
Candy, ice cream and soft drinks __ .

,..., Oils and fats (4) _
~ Alcoholic beverages and mixers _

Others (f)
Total

$2.000
and under

$2.500

$2.J3
.34

1.16
.n
.14
.f4

1.12
1.33
.89
.20
.04
.21
.26
.47

1.16
10.97

$2.S00
and under

U.OOO

2."0
.J6

1.37
.S4
.H
.fO

1.08
1.60
.79
.21
.07
.4S
.27
.46

I. IS
11.40

~3,OOO

and under
$J.fOO

2.3(\
.J7

1.4Z
.f7
.n
.49

I.S2
1.68
.7S
.24
.OS
.H
.25
.n

1.11
11.92

)).100
and under

S4.000

2.76
.28

1.66
.70
.16
.62

1.70
1.68
.9f
.)1
.OJ
.42
.J!

1.16
1.18

B.9'"

$04,000
and under

$4.fOO

2.72
.32

1.76
.f9
.19
.64

I.S4
1.62
.77
.29
.OS
.29
.n
.83

1.14
B.28

$4.JOO
and under

$S.OOO

3.17
.44

1.93
.68
.18
.61

1.69
2.39
.J7
.26
.04
.43
.J4
.99

1.33
1f.OJ

U,OOO
and under

$7,000

3.22
.73

1.73
.74
.23
.74

l.U
l.U
.87
.52
.08
.60
.28
.76

1.94
16.74

All
Groups

2.68
.40

I.U
.62
.17
.n

1.49
1.72
.81
.28
.06
.38
.31
.72

1.29
B.04

Per Cent:
Meats and poultry 23.1 21.1 19.f 19.8 20.f 21.1 19.2 20.6
Fish and sea foods 3.1 3.2 3.1 2.0 2.4 2.9 4.4 3.1
Milk (1) 10.6 12.0 12.0 11.9 B.2 12.8 10.J 11.7
Butter f.3 4.7 4.8 J.O 4.4 4.J 4.4 4.8
Cheese 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.2 1.4 1.2 1.4 1.3
Eggs 4.9 4.4 4.2 4.J 4.8 4.0 4.4 4.4
Fruit and fruit products (2) 10.2 9.f 12.9 12.2 11.6 11.2 12.9 11.4
Vegetables 12.1 14.0 14.2 12.1 12.2 1S.9 12.9 13.2
Bread and other baked goods 8.1 6.9 6." 6.8 f.8 3.8 f.2 6.2
Flour. meal and pastes (3) 1.8 1.8 2.0 2.2 2.2 1.7 3.1 2.1
Rice ... .6 .7 ... .4 .3 .f .f
Candy, ice cream and soft drinks __ 1.9 4.0 2.6 3.0 2.2 2.9 3.6 2.9
Oils and fats (4) _ 2." 2.4 2.1 2.2 4.0 2.3 1.7 2.4
Alcoholic beverages and mixers 4.3 4.0 4.9 8.3 6.3 6.6 4.f f.f
Others (f) 10.5 10.1 9.3 8.4 8.6 8.8 11.f 9.9

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
(I) Fresh and canned. (2) Including unned. dried. prc~rved. ;~ms. jellies. DUU. <') Including corn stucb. m~caroni. spaghetti. etc.
(4) Lard. salad and cooking oils. mayonnai5e. etc.
(1) E.g. Sugar. syrup, tea. coffee, chocobte. salt. spict5, tIltUCh. bUiDg powder, p~ck3sed desserts, brukfast cereals (prepared). canned soup.
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TABLE f. AVERAGE VALUE PER FAMILY OF GIFTS OF FOOD, CLOTHING AND FURNISHINGS AND EQUIPMENT
RECEIVED IN ONE YEAR BY INCOME GROUPS (1)

$2.000 $2.,.00 U.OOO U.JOO $4.000 $4.500 $J.OOO
Items and under and under and under and under and under and under and under All

$2.,.00 $3.000 U.500 $4.000 $4.,.00 $5.000 $7.000 Groups

Food $ .74 3.94 1.42 6.03 10.31 8.05 3.63 4.39
Clothing 18.26 26.61 27.27 34.62 30.39 29.49 16.78 2,..69
Furnishings and equipment 9.03 18.47 1.31 11.17 4.37 16.44 U.14 10.77

Total 28.03 49.02 30.00 51.82 45.07 n.98 H."" 40.8,.--
(I) Values estimated by recipilDu.

,...,
N
~

..... TABLE 6. AVERAGE EXPENDITURES PER· FAMILY IN ONE YEAR POR SPECIPIED TyPES OF TRANSPORTATION
BY INCOME GROUPS

$2.000 $2.,.00 $3.000 $3.500 $4.000 $4.,.00 $,..000
Items and under and under and under and under and under and under and under All

. $2.JOO $3.000 $3.500 $4.000 $4.500 $5.000 $7.000 Groups
Expenditures on automobiles owned: (1 )

Purc.hase (2) $ 4,..77 77.47 70.31 170.87 163.7S 143.09 377.28 142.04
Operation, repairs and maintenanc:e__ 113.J2 16,..33 266.14 266.'" 282.J4 330.82 369.33 243.24

All automobile expenditures H9.29 242.80 336.45 437.46 446.29 473.91 746.61 385.28
Local public conveyances _____ 30.86 30.20 36.09 25.58 22.82 26.81 9.42 26.45
W. boat and air 36.30 26.72 40.64 H.36 47.38 67.71 1,.,..24 58.28
Other (3) - - .49 3.47 .97 1.87 -- -- - 1.08

Total 226.94 303.19 414.15 $16.27 S16.49 568.43 911.27 471.09--
(I) Averages computed for all families, owners and non-owners alike.
(2) Averase amount paid or contracted durins the year. Trade-in allowances have been deducted from list prices.
(3) Bicycles, motorcycles, aDd ratted automobiles.
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TABLE 7. NUMBEil OP FAMILIES OwNING AUTOMOBILES AND AVEIlAGE NUMBEIl OP AUTOMOBILES PEa. FAMILY

BY INCOME GIlOUPS

$2,000 $2,fOO $J,OOO U,fOO $4,000 $4,fOO $f.OOO
ItemI .... UDder ad UDder and UDder anduader and under and UDder aDd under All

$2,fOO U.OOO $J,fOO $4.008 $4.fOO $f,OOO $7.000 Groups
Families owoiog no automobiles:

Number I' 12 4 J f J 1 44
Per ceDt ".0 n.J 12.f '.4 1'.2 14.J J.J 20.2

Families owning one automobile:.... Number 2J 2J 2' 21 21 If 24 162
N Per eeot 61.0 "., 11.J 17.S 10.1 71.4 80.0 74.J
.. Families owoiog two automobila:...... Number - I 2 I - J 4 11

Per eeot - 2.8 6.2 J.l - 14.J 13.4 f.O
Families owning three automobiles:

Number - - - - - - I I
Per eeot - - - - - - J.J O.f

Total families:
Number 41 " J2 52 26 21 JO 218
Per ceDt 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.8 100.0 100.0

Total number of automobila cnrDed __ 25 2f JO JO 21 21 JJ 187
Average Dumber of automobila cnroecI per

family 0.' 0.7 0.' 0.' 0.1 1.0 1.2 0.'

t4 .. ~ _ t f ~ r a. .. ~ ~. ~b"~. -. '~.' .- :&~ ~ --.. _••-:4 I At- r -ttl .. ~ -;- --[ '~~~ ~~,.-_J:......-.~__ ......:._~-
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TABLE 8. AVERAGE PURCHASE PRICE AND AVERAGE AGE OF AUTOMOBILES OWNED BY INCOME GROUPS

$2.000 $2.500 $3.000 $3.500 $4.000 $4.500 $5.000
and under and under and under and under and under and under and under All

$2.500 $3.000 $3.500 $4.000 $4.500 $5.000 $7,000 Groups
Automobiles purchased new:

Number of families owning ___ 11 14 17 21 11 17 22 113
Number of automobiles owned ____. 11 14 18 22 11 18 22 1t6
Average purchase price (I) ______ $987.97 997.67 1.133.29 1.043.05 1.016.22 1.041.43 1.116.15 1.044.42
Average age. in years (2) 5.1 4.6 3.7 3.0 2.7 3.1 2.5 3.4

Automobiles purchased used:
N Number of families owning ___ 14 11 11 8 9 2 10 65
""" Number of automobiles owned __ 14 11 12 8 9 2 13 69'--I

Average purchase price (I) ___ $412.92 630.90 436.36 379.29 613.33 565.00 567.73 503.60
Average age. in years (2) 6.6 4.2 6.3 6.7 5.0 4.0 4.8 5.6

All automobiles:
Number of families owning ___ 25 24(3) 28 29 21 (4) 18(3) (4) 29(5) 174
Number of automobiles owned ___ 25 25 30 30 21 21 35 187
Average purchase price (1) ____ $674.30 776.41 826.64 877.11 865.14 1.009.67 921.55 847.14
Average age. in years (2) _____ 6.0 4.4 4.8 4.0 3.7 3.2 3.4 4.2

(1) Stated or list price. Trade-in allowance disregardeci.
(2) Age of each car computed by subtracting the model year from 1938; i.e., all 1938 models were counted as zero years old, all 1937 models as one year oJd, all

1936 models as two years old, etc.
(3) One family owned one car purchased new and one car purchased used.
(4) One family owning one car failed to report whether it was purchased new or used.
(1) Three families each owned one car purchased new and one car purchased used.
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TABU ,. RENTS AND RENTAL VALUES BY INCOME GROUPS

$2,000 $2,SOO $),000 $),SOO $4,000 $4,SOO $S,OOO
uulundu and under anduadcr andundu and under and under and under All

$2,SOO $',000 U,'OO S4,OOO $4,'00 $',000 $7,000 Groups
Rented homes:

Families renting homes:
,.... Number J) 20 20 16 IS 7 8 11'
N Per cent of all families 81.' H.6 62.S SO.O 17.7 n.' 26.7 S4.6
0\ Average rent per year ______ $4U.U '26.14 "2.n SfS." 658.62 648.S0 '24.00 HO.".....

Owned homes:
Families owaiDg homes:

Number 8 16 12 I' 11 14 22 "Per cent of all familia ____ I'.' 44.4 ".S SO.O 42.' ".7 7J.' 4S.4

Avenge yearly rental value (I) ___ $7J8.7J "0.00 840.8' 778.S7 "2.7J 1,107.08 1,08,.S2 '04.40
Average valuation (I) $1,212.'0 S,22'.U 7,080.2' 6,146." 7,422.7) 7,820.S0 ·7,866." ',807.81--

(I) EstImated b, cnmen.

'I,
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TABLE 10. AVERAGE EXPENDrrt1RES ON HOUSING-FAMILIES OWNING HOMES-BY INCOME GROUPS

$2.000 $2.100 $3.000 $3.S00 $4.000 $4.100 $S.OOO
and under and under and under and under and under and under and under All

$2.S00 $3.000 $3.100 $4.000 $4.S00 $J.OOO $7.000 Groups
Taxes and assessments:

Amount $32.33 JO.77 16.4J 36.n H.37 60.03 61.U 49.3S
Per cent 20.S 20.6 18.8 1-6.6 12.0 22.9 23.9 19.8

R.epairs and replacements:
Amount $ .88 54.06 107.00 37.82 n.oo 21.14 46.9J 49.6J

~ Per cent .6 22.0 H.6 17.2 27.0 8.1 18.4 19.9
!:: Fire insurance on house:
"-' Amount $2.44 9.14 11.98 12.18 9.43 18.H 7.68 10.JO

Per cent 1.6 3.9 4.0 S.6 3.4 7.0 3.0 4.2
Interest on mortgage:

Amount $121.70 131.12 114.06 1H.29 1H.U U6.16 1H.17 US.89
Per cent 77.3 n.s 37.9 60.6 56.1 S9.S 12.9 J4.'

R.efinanciQg charges:
Amount -- - $11.32 -----.. 4.09 '.S6 4.64 3,.79
Per cent - - 3.7 --- I.S 2.S 1.8 1.1

Total
Amount $lJ7.n 24S.89 300.81 219.80 277.72 262.22 2U.S9 249.18
Per cent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

.... --



TABLE 11. AVEllAGE ExpENDrru&ES OP HOKE 0wNDS IN' ONE YEAIL POll DEBTS AND hlPIlOVEMENTS ON HOME

$2,000 U,JOO U,OOO U,JOO $",000 $",JOO $J,OOO
and UDder aDd UDder aDd under and under and under and under and under All

$2,JOO U,OOO U,JOO $4.000 $4.JOO $J.OOO $7,000 Group'
Principal and interest paymenu for debt

on home:
Families making paymenu:

Number of families , U 1 14 10 11 16 71
I""""l Per cent of home owning families_ 7J.0 11.2 66.7 17.J "., 71.6 72.7 71.1
N
00 Average paymenu per family: (1)......,

Principal - $2S9.23 nl.1f "10.'3 SOS.07 37".2J ' .....3' HI." U7.14
Interest 162.27 161.87 171.10 B2.B 171."1 UI.7J 185.16 172."1

Total principal and interest "21.S0 693.72 S12.03 6S1."0 S"S.66 1.1"3.11 7.....S.. 70'.'Z

Improvemenu on home:
Number of families 3 I 2 • J , , 41
Average amount spent per family (1) $114.00 102.7' l2S.00 321.13 "10.20 1".2' )47." 2S7.39

(I) Anrap paymeau per family aakiq nell .,.-,-u.
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TABLE 12. AVERAGE EXPENDITURES PER. FAMILY IN ONE YEAR FOR HOUSEHOLD OPERATION BY INCOME GROUPS

$2,000 $2,fOO $3.000 $3.fOO $4,000 $4,JOO $J,OOO
Items and under and under and under and under and under and under and under .All'

$2,JOO $3,000 $3,JOO $4,000 $4,JOO $J,OOO $7,000 Groups
Domestic service:

Amount $14.93 fO.96 IB.96 126.3J 202.81 297.41 322.71 143.1J
Per cent 7.2 19.3 30.4 31.1 40.8 48.0 49.2 H.4

Fuel and light: (1)
Amount $82.10 90.82 10J.12 112.68 112.89 129.19 126.80 10f.77
Per cent 39.5 34.4 28.0 27.8 22.7 20.9 19.3 26.0

Laundry:
Amount $34.f7 H.71 43.69 43.41 32.30 49.6J 40.24 39.03
Per cent 16.6 12.8 11.6 10.7 6.J 8.0 6.1 9.6

Telephone:
Amount $26.00 33.92 3f.20 42.10 4J.36 47.27 47.68 38.36
Per cept 12.f 12.9 9.4 10.4 9.2 7.6 7.3 9.4

Household supplies: (2) ...
~ Amount $19.77 18.8J 23.26 23.44 22.JO 2J.12 29.19 . 22.80
N Per cent 9.J 7.1 6.2 J.8 4.J 4.1 4.J f.6
\0 Water:
"-' Amount ___ $4.Sf 12.2J H.98 21.H 17.83 21.84 2S.28 16.04

Per cent 2.2 4.6 4.3 J.2 3.6 3.S' 3.9 4.0
Insurance on furniture:

Amount $0.30 1.84 1.63 f.39 4.SJ 1.80 3.SS 2.60
Per cent 0.1 0.7 0.4 1.3 0.9 0.3 O.S 0.6

Ice:
Amount $4.01 2.70 - 1.80 0.92 0.48 -- 1.62
Per Cent 1.9 1.0 -- 0.4 0.2 0.1 - 0.4

Miscellaneous: (3)
Amount __. $21.74 18.94 36.34 29.77 J7.64 46.34 60.J7 36.S9
Per cent 10.f 7.2 9.7 7.3 11.6 7.S 9.2 9.0

Total:
Amount --_ $207.97 263.99 31J.18 406.09 496.80 619.10 616.02 406.J6
Per cent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 1.00.0 100.0 100.0 100.0--
(I) Gas IUId electricity.
(2) Soap (aelpt. toilet). clealing pOwders. polishes, toilet paper. IIllltches, etc.
(3) Stationery, pens, pencils, ink. postage, telegrams, movinlJ, apress, freight, drayage, safe deposit boll, interest on debts (not on. home), etc.



TABLE 13. AVEUGE EDENDITUU PEa PasoN IN ONE YEO. Faa. CI.onuNG PuaCHASED, BY INCOME Gaovps,
AGE Gaoups AND 5n

$2,000 $2,JOO U,OOO U,JOO $.,000 $.,JOO ,. $J,OOO
anclunder andwuler and under and under and under and under and under All

$2,JOO U,OOO $3,JOO $.,000 $.,JOO $J,OOO. $7,000 Groupl
Under 2 -yean:

Number of penoDl • J J 6 3 2 3 26
Per capita espenditura $•••0 '.S' 3.J8 20.'7 '.0' 1,.'S ...... 11.l'

2 yn. and under 6 yn.
Male

Number of penoDl , 7 , 1 1 • J 56
Per capita espenditura $".OJ 1'.3. 12.'0 26.00 )I.U 2••U '2.1) 22."·

Female
Number of peflOJll 7 7 6 , -. 2 • )1
Per capita espenditures SU.06 12.71 II.H 1'.1' -- H." 23.6. 16.SI

6 yo. and under 12 yn.
Male

Number of pellODl • , , , J 2 • 32·...... Per capita upendicura $U..... 1'.OJ 32.24 23.42 2'.00 ".7' 30.'1 23.86
\Ill Femalec...~ N~ofpenoDl J 3 , ) • 3 J 2.-

Per capita upenclitura $27.JO 22.3' 22.1) J2.'1 4S.06 2'.20 J2.'7 SS.7.
12 yr.. and under l8yn.

Male
NUUlber of penoDl 4 , 2 2 4 2 4 2)
Per capita espenditura $.7••' .7.12 67.60 ".7) 3•.12 7'." ' ••70 '7.67

Female
Number of peOODi 7 I I 6 , - 2 22
Per capita espenditures $.2.0' 38.70 .1.2S 76.2' 4'.06 -- '7.15 16.61

1. yn. and over
Male

Number of penonI .0 J8 H )2 2. 20 J1 220
Per capita apenditures $II.SS 101.2' II'••' 130." U7.17 168.00 1.7.3. uo.n

Female
Number of penoDi .3 " H 34 2' 23 2' 226
Per capita apenditures $7'.2' '2.61 '4.08 122.'S 130.7' US.70 173.7) _ 111.16

All peOODl:
Number of peOODi 127 107 93 '4 74 62 87 644-
Per capita espeadituree $62.7J 70.21 81.2S 100.76 114.76 1)7;U U ...... 'S."
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TABLE 14. AVERAGE EXPENDITURES PER FAMILY IN ONE YEAR FOR. CLOTHING PURCHASED AND FOR. YARD
GOODS AND SEWING BY INCOME GROUPS

$2,000 $2,500 $3,000 $3,500 $4,000 $4,500 $5,000
and under and under and under and under and under and under and under All

$2,500 $3,000 $3,500 $4,000 $4,500 $5,000 $7,000 Groups'
Clothing purchased

Amount ____________. $194.38 208.67 236.15 296.00 339.38 428.31 421.66 288.89
Percent 96.5 97.3 96.6 92.9 94.3 96.6 95.6 95.6

Yard goods and sewing
Amount $7.06 5.69 8.41 22.47 20.44 !S.lS 19.44 13.38
Per: cent 3.S 2.7 3.4 7.1 5.7 3.4 4.4 4.4

Total
Amount $201.44 214.36 244.56 318.47 359.82 443.49 441.10 302.27
Per. cent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.8

....,.
....._c

.....,.
TABLE IS. PER. CAPITA ADULT EXPENDITURES IN ONE- YEAR. F01l. CLEANING ·AND REpAlR.lNG OF C:r,.OTHES

BY INCOME GR.OUPS. ( 1)

$2,000 $2,500 $3,00.0 $3,500 $4,000 $4,500 $5,000
and under and under and under and under and under and under and under All

$2,500 $3,000 $3,500 $4,000 $4,500 $5,000 $7,000 Groups
Cleaning and _repairing:

Males.. $16•.H 21.28 24.90 24.79 35.9.7 33.05 39.79· 26.94
Females 6.44 5.24 4.U 7.73 9.87 12.83 11.26 7.81

All cloth~g expenditures. less cleaning and
repairing: (2.)
Males $72.04 80.01 93.59 105.84 121.20 134.95 147055 103.99
FemJ1es 72.81 77.37 89.53 115.22 12o.s~2 182.87- 162.47 110.75

(1) Adults only-persODs 18 years and over.
(2) These Dgnres are computed by deducting cleaning and repairing costs in thi, table from the average expenditures per person for clothing purchased. 18 years and

over. given in Table 13.



TABLE 16. AVERAGE EXPENDITURES PER FAMILY IN ONI~ YEAR FOR RECREATION BY INCOME GROUPS

$2.000 $2.JOO $3.000 U,JOO ~4,OOO $4.500 $J,OOO
Items and under and under and under and under and under and under and under

$2.JOO \3,000 U,JOO S4.000 $4,JOO $J.OOO $7,000

~I

29.17
11.S

8.4S
3.3

11.72
4.6

4.51
2.1

U.68
21.2

12.70
S.O

42.31
16.7

H.68
14.1

21.40
8.4

H.I0
13.1

252.72
100.0

All
Groups

82.42
21.7

29.82
7.9

12.13
3.2

20.87
S.S

1S.43
4.1

48.29
12.7

16.40
4.3

64.92
17.1

43.76
11.6

45.02
11.9

379.06
100.0

8.4S
2.4

1.19
0.3

13.56
3.8

26.n
7.S

60.74
17.2

50.12
14.2

32.10
9.1

86.78
24.S

3J.79
10.1

38.44
10.9

5.64
2.1

11.44
4.3

11.H
4.2

12.98
4.8

62.30
23.2

44.86
16.7

17.B
6.4

41.30
1S.4

20.83
7.7

40.87
B.2

9.12
3.7

7.77
3.2

0.94
0.4

31.27
12.8

48.40
19.9

19.00
7.8

26.46
10.9

31.20
12.8

33.19
13.6

36.:!S
14.9

7.n
3.1

0.63
0.3

~2.09

21.8

41.80
17.5

12.40
S.2

17.88
7.f

11.88
S.O

48.J9
20.4

28.86
12.1

16.98
7.1

4.97
2.6

2.04
1.1

9.26
4.9

39.76
21.0

21.12
11.1

11.74
6.2

43.76
23.1

14.U
7.7

28.64
H.I

13.55
7.2

$2.SS
1.6

$1.17
0.7

$6.73
3.9

$S.71
3.3

$8.21
4.8

$43.H
2S.3

$37.66
21.9

$H.7i
19.6

$11.02
6.4

$21.49
u.s

Newspapers, magazines and books (I)
Amount
Per cent

Recreational Associations (2)
Amount
Per cent

Entertaining (both in and out of home) (3)
Amount .._, _

Per cent
Movies, plays, concerts. and spectator

sportsAmount .
Per cent _

Radios, musical instruments. and supplies (4)
Amount
Per cent . _

Athletic and play equipment (4)
Amount
Per cent . _

Cameras. films, and photo equipment (4)
Amount
Per cent

Pets (4)
Amount
Per cent

Tobacco
Amount
Per cent . _

Other recreation (S )
Amount
Per cent

Total recreation
Amount $172.16 189.37 238.401 ;!·U.60 268.90 353.70
Per cent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
(I) Includes fees and"'6nes for public and 10m library service. ElI:cludes ell:penditures for school books. Cf. Table 18. "Formal Education,"
(2) Excludes ell:penditures for professional and vocational organizations. Cf. Table 18, "VoC2tion.'·
(3) Includes expenditures for food purchased for the entertainment of guests a....ay (rom home.
(4) Includes purchase price, if purchase was made during the year. and upkeep.
(J) Includes fees for golf, lWimming, fishing. tennis. bowling, pool. etc .• and such mi IcellaneouJ npenditures as: tips, loues on wagus. losses :at cud••
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TABLE 17. AVERAGE EXPENDITURES PER FAMD..Y IN ONE YEAR FOR HOUSEHOLD FURNISHINGS AND EQUIPMENT

$2,000 $2,100 U,OOO $3,100 $4,000 $4,100 $1,000
Items and under and under and under and under and under and under and under All

$2,500 $3,000 $3,500 $4,000 $4,500 $5,000 $7,000 Groups
Furniture

Amount $8.74 65.63 36.09 37.67 39.69 63.12 132.22 52.32
Per cent ___ - 8.2 43.0 31.0 24.J 24.7 23.8 41.0 30.4

Textile furnishings
Amount _______ .- $14.27 17.06 12.16 20.72 29.42 J9.12 60.10 27.80Per cent __________________. 13.4 11.2 11.8 13.5 18.3 22.3 18.7 16.2

.,
Silver, china and glassware

Amount _ $2.05 . 6.01 4.00 6.20 13.31 11.24 14.60 7.94
,....., Per cent 1.9 3.9 3.9 4.1 8.3 1.8 4.5 4.6
~ Electrical equipment
~ Amount $67.90 38.28 33.78 68.63 52.73 80.69 12.06 55.35.-.. Per cent _______________ 63.7 21.0 32.7 44.7 32.9 30.4 16.2 32.2

Miscellaneous equipment
Amount ___ $13.67 25.80 17.18 20.31 25.28 46.91 63.01 28.54
Per cent ________~___ 12.8 16.9 16.6 13:2 15.8 17.7 19.6 16.6

Total
Amount _________ $106.63 152.78 103.21 153.53 160.43 265.08 321.99 171.95
Per cent _________________ 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
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TABLE 18. AVERAGE MIsCELLANEOUS ExPENDITUl\ES PER FAMILY IN ONE YEAI'. BY INCOME Gaoups

$2,000 $2,SOO U,OOO U,soo $4,000 $4,SOO $S,OOO
lcems' anduncler and under and uncleI' and under and under and uncleI' and uncleI' All

$2,SOO U,ooo U,SOO $4,000 $4,SOO $StOOO $1,000 Groups
Personal care (1 )

Amount $SI.86 44.)8 S4.1S 64.20 18.14 102.9) 89.41 ".01
Per cent (8) 2.) 1.1 1.8 1.9 2.1 2.) 1.1 2.0

Medical care (2)
Amount $121.28 Ug.OO 16S.4S 214.42 118.98 220.)4 2S·).04 182.22
Per cent (8) S.4 6.) S.S 6.) 4.1 S.O 4.9 S.4

Formal education (J)
Amount - $12.22 U.42 29.10 36.84 60.88 12.)6 lS.61 H."
Per cent (8) .S .6 .9 1.1 1.6 1.6 .1 1.0

Community welfare (4)
Amount $24.2S )O.6S 44.12 U.S) 86.90 11).06 118.12 69.19..... Per cent (8) 1.2 1.2 I.S I.S 2.) 2.' ).S 2.1

\,fa Vocation (S)....
"-' Amount $S.44 6.4J S.86 6.34 '.19 18.14 u.n '8.46

Per cent (8) .2 .3 .2 .2 .2 .4 .) .2
Gifts and contributions (6)

Amount $41.24 61.84 IH.83 130.91 U'.24 122.)) 308~" Ut.1S
Per cent (8) 2.1 2.4 4.S 3.' 4.2 2.1 6.0 ).,

Others (1)
Amount $1.69 S.OO 1.4S 9.2} 14.21 62~99 20~74 .H.)4
Per cent (8) .) .2 .2 .) .4 1.4 .4 .4

Total
Amount $269.98 322.14 442.S6 SI4.17 US.14 712.1S 898.41 SO'.69
Per cent (8) 12.0 12.1 14.6 U.2 U.S 16.0 1'.S H.G

(I) Including h:lir CUb, m:avC5, sh:lmpoos. mmicurC!, wucs, toilet soap, cosmetics, toiltt prrpualiotn, loilcl articles, CIC.
(2) Including all mcdical md denIal servicc, hospital :aod nursing cue, ac:eidcDt md health in5UJ':aoc:e.
(J) Both away :aod at homc, including mition, fees, school books, supplies, etc.
(4) Including contributions to churchcs, United Welfare, and other orpaizations; poU, income :aod personal propen, uses.
(') Including professional association :aod anion dues and fees, tee:hDicai buraturC, ctc.
(6) Including ChristllW, birthday, wedding gifu, ctc.; contributions to support ,datives and other pefSOl1&.
(7) Iacluding flowers, gudCJls, Icgal apenses, funerals, losses on iDvcstmCJlu, etc.
(8) Per CeDt of average total espmditures per f:amit,•

.............-,.;...-.~..LJ;,-J'-.. f.' 4---=-~~-7'" ~ !t .Ly."'-....-*~_··..-> -b f .-.-" ,. +rrI.:.~•• A >:-~~..a... .Ji;-
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TABLE 19. AVERAGE CoNTRIBUTIONS PER FAMILY IN ONE YEAR FOR CHURCH AND SUNDAY SCHOOL,

UNITED WELFARE AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS BY INCOME GROUPS

$2,000 $2.500 $3,000 $3,500 $4,000 $4,500 $5,000
and under and under and under and under and under and under and under All

$2,500 $3,000 $3,500 $4,000 $4,500 $5,000 $7,000 Groups
Church and Sunday School:

Amount __ $8.82 12.01 19.79 6.24 16.08 23.33 20.57 14.46
Per cent (1) 0.4 0.5 0.7 0.2 0.4 0.5 0.4 0.4

United Welfare and other charitable or-
ganizations:
Amount $4.37 J.65 7.27 14.33 17.1S 18.86 36.36 13.79
Per cent (1) 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.5 0.4 0.7 0.4

Total:
Amount $13.19 17.66 27.06 20.57 33.23 42.19 S6.93 28.21
Per cent (1) 0.6 0.7 0.9 0.6 0.9 0.' 1.1 0.'
(I) Per cent of average total expenditures per family.

,....,
~

~

TABLE 20. AVERAGE DIRECT TAX PAYMENTS PER FAMILY IN ONE YEAR BY INCOME GROUPS"-'

$2,000 $2.500 $3,000 $3,500 $4,000 $4,500 $S,OOO
and under and under and under and under and under and under and under All

$2,100 $3,000 $3,500 $4,000 $4,500 $S,OOO $7,000 Groups
Poll, income, and personal property taxes:

Amount $11.07 13.00 17.66 32.26 53.66 70.87 121.79 41.14
Per cent (1) 0.5 0.5 0.6 1.0 1.4 1.6 2.4 1.2

Automobile license taxes:
Amount $16.26 21.04 29.42 29.22 29.04 34.29 38.71 27.24
Per cent (1) - 0.7 0.8 1.0 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.7 0.8

Real Estate taxes and assessments:
Amount $6.75 22.57 21.92 18.26 14.12 40.02 44.8S 22.41
Per cent (1) 0.3 0.9 0.7 0.5 0.4 0.9 0.9 0.7

Total:
Amount $34.08 J6.61 69.00 79.74 '6.82 145.18 201.39 '1.1'
Per cent (1) 1.1 2.2 2.3 2.4 2.6 3.3 4.0 2.7

(I) Per cent of average total current expenditures per family.
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