
~ooTH INFANTRY BATTALION VETERANS CLUB 

NEWS 

FROM THE EDITORS' PUKA By Ray Nosaka 

It was exactly 53 years ago on September 29, 1943, that the 100th Infantry suffered its first of 
many war casualties. 

On September 29, 1996, there were approximately 450 members, families and friends gathered 
at Punchowl National Cemetery to pay homage to the deceased. The ceremony, high-lighted by 
the Memorial address by Mr. William Paty, (speech printed on page 4) and musical renditions 
by the 442nd Choral Group, was very impressive. All who attended were touched with the 
spoken words and beautiful music . 

While lying in the hospital last month with many quiet hours to think, I realized that my time 
here on this earth is getting shorter and shorter. Somehow, I kept associating myself with the 
life of our clubhouse. Right or wrong, I feel that I must try to express my own personal feelings 
as that of one who truly cares about the future of the clubhouse and the legacy we leave behind. 

It was seven years ago that we formed a coalition for" save the clubhouse" which was basically 
successful in our keeping the clubhouse in its present form today. Now, like the owners, the 
building is at a stage where major repairs and replacements are necessary. Isn't it time now 
that we should start taking action for turning over the property to the younger generation? 
We may not all live to see that day of actual transfer, but many of us will be at peace just 
knowing that the transitional process has begun. 

First, I would suggest that a Legal Committee be formed--we have many attorneys amongst 
our members and our sons and daughters. They can clear the way for a Building Fund 
Committee, the Long Range Program Committee, and the actual transfer to our Sons and 
Daughters. When these steps have been taken, then this" old soldier" will be at peace knowing 
that his dream will come true. 

Just a short report on the success of the 10th annual MIni-Reunion in Las Vegas last month. It is 
always much fun to attend this reunion and to meet those people whom we see but once a year. 
Wouldn't you like to have seen all 200 members, spouses, and friends doing the 
"Makarena"? It was fun although some of us couldn't keep up with the music As usual, the 
hospitality room was abundantly supplied with fresh fruits, and an endless assortment of 
different kinds of dishes thanks to the Mainland hosts & hostesses. 

OCTOBER BOARD HI-LITES by President Stanley M. Akita 

The usual previous month's minutes, Executive Secretary's Report, Secretary/Treasurer's 
Report, and the August 1996 CPA Financial Report were accepted as circulated. 

Joe Muramatsu reported on the Apartment Project Committee receiving bids to install new 
gutters. The Apartment Committee will meet and report back their recommendation as to 
which bid is acceptable. Two bids were received. 
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Joe also reported for the House Committee. Masasuke Toma will be renovating the storage 
space next to the Trophy Case in order that some of the office supplies may be stored near the 
office. 

The Nominating Committee report also by Joe is that things are going along fine. No change. 

Kazuto Shimizu reported that the 1997 55th Anniversary Reunion Committee is faring very 
well. Everything is going according to Hoyle. 

Jun Enomoto reported for the 1996 Memorial Service Committee that the final report will be 
submitted at the November Board meeting. Jun made a motion which was approved 
unanimously by the Board that a sum of $200 be a part of the annual Memorial Service budget. 
The sum of $100 will be donated to the Go For Broke Association (for the honor guard and rifle 
squad) and the other $100 to the Boy Scout Troops 216 and 117 of Kaneohe. 

The Distinguished Service Cross (DSC) Upgrade Committee consisting of members of the AJA 
Council, representatives of Senator Akaka's office, the Veterans Administration and the State 
Office of Veterans Affairs has been meeting regularly. Chairman Ed Ichiyama (442) has been 
very instrumental in compiling data of DSC recipients of 100th and 442nd. An information 
meeting with 2 representatives from Washington, D.C., was held on October 16 and 17. Mr. 
Ichiyama so far has about half of the DSC data. The 442nd Regimental Combat Team was 
awarded 52 DSCs in all. 26 of these were awarded to members of the 100th Infantry Battalion. 
Depending on how the citation for the DSC was written, a committee in Washington will review 
it for upgrading to a Congressional Medal of Honor. However, this is just the beginning and 
the process may take up to a couple of years. 

Cost to put up a Christmas Tree at the Clubhouse will be paid for by the President's 
Contingency Fund. 

A request by Councilmember Andrew Mirikitani for a copy of our mailing list was denied by 
the Board. However, due to Councilmember Mirikitani's interest in our AJA veterans, namely 
the "Brothers In Valor" monument in Waikiki, the Board decided that any non-political 
information he would like to disseminate to our members could be included in our PPP news. 

A donation of $195 to purchase a quarter-page ad for the annual "Niner Benefit Softball Game" 
on April 12, 1997, was approved. The game is sponsored by the State of Hawaii Organization of 
Police Officers. 

The meeting adjourned at 11 :30 a.m. 

WE ARE NOT ENDORSING ANYONE FOR ANY POLITICAL OFFICE 

The full-page political ad in the paper gave the public the impression that the veterans of the 
100th Infantry Battalion and the other AJA units were endorsing Mr. Swindle for Congress. 

This is to inform you members that our Club policy forbids any political endorsements and that 
the misleading ad was put together without our knowledge. 

I contacted Mr. Swindle's campaign office and talked to James Kuroiwa and to Mr. Swindle. I 
insisted that the ad was very misleading, but they did not think so. We agreed that the wording 
may be legally correct, but I insisted that it does give the impression that the 100th Infantry 
Battalion was endorsing him. 

We could recognize only one signed name of a person who belongs to the 100th, and one or two 
from the 442nd and none from the 1399th. The majority of the endorsers are members of the 
Military Intelligence Service (MIS). 
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On Wednesday of the same week that the misleading ads appeared, MIS veterans and members 
of the Oahu AJA Veterans Council gathered for an informational meeting regarding a new law 
that concerns MIS veterans. Senator Daniel K. Akaka introduced this legislation which allows 
the veterans of the MIS to be able to apply for, even at this late date (50 years after WW II), 
citations, awards and medals for their deeds. Senator Akaka felt that their achievements were 
unfairly overlooked by the military because of the covert nature of their activities. The under
representation of awards and honors for the Military Intelligence Service personnel during 
World War II prompted Senator Akaka to push for their reconsideration. The resulting law 
applies to all MIS personnel from World War II through the Gulf War of 1991. The irony in this 
situation is that the co-sponsor of the same bill which passed in the House was Representative 
Neil Abercrombie. 

A copy of my comment re: the Sunday full-page ad on October 13 by the Swindle Campaign 
and also a copy of a letter to all the news media by the Oahu AJA Veterans Council dated 
October 21 is pinned on the Clubhouse Bulletin Board for your information. 

The Oahu AJA Veterans Council is looking into this matter of misleading ads very seriously and 
you may be reading or hearing about it later. 

The PukaPuka Parade is the monthly newsletter of Club 100, the 100th Infantry 
Battalion Veterans. Published at 520 Kamoku Street, Honolulu HI 96826. 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY'S REPORT by Drusilla A. Tanaka 

Mahalo to the following donors for their thoughtful and generous gifts to Club 100: 
• $100 from Noboru "Nob" Kagawa of Gardena, California, who wrote: "My gift to Club 100. It 

is an honor to be a member of Club 100 of Hawaii. Sincerely, Noboru Kagawa" 
• $25 from Lorraine M. Natsuko Young in memory of her brother Kazuo Mito (A-KIA) 
• a used refrigerator-freezer for the Lounge from Mrs. Kichi Sato 
• Club 100 memorabilia and World War II mementos from Mrs. Setsuko Yamagata 
• Rolls of film and photographic talent from Ann Kabasawa (B), Gary Saito (A), and Wayne Iha of the 

Hawaii Army National Guard who took beautiful snap-shots at the Memorial Service. 

The Puka Puka Parade received donations from the following grateful readers: 
• $50.00 from Michael and Gene Doi of Stone Mountain, GA. Michael served with Company A. 
• $100.00 from Joe and Chizuru Sugawara of Glendale, CA. Joe served with Company C 

Welcome to New Life Members: 
• Sam Terasaki of Denver, Colorado, who served with Company A 
• Ben Matsui of Moraga, California, who served with Company B, First Platoon 

Ben Tagami sent a nice article with a colored picture of himself standing near the Sadao Munemori 
Memorial Interchange in California. You can see it and other interesting items received in the mail on the 
bulletin board in the Clubhouse. Photo albums of recent Club 100 events are on the table in the lobby. 
Ask Drusilla if you would like to order re-prints. 

Thank you to Masaharu "Bull" Saito (Rural) for the delicious and refreshing lychee and Frances Okazaki 
(Hq) for the oishii arare which were shared at PPP Collating sessions in recent months. 

Our "eagle eye" proof-reader, Mary Hamasaki, spent a whole day checking the Punchbowl grave-site list. 
A few years back, all the chapters' lists were compiled for the Boy Scouts by the Executive Secretary. 
However, the list was lost when Paul Kusunoki's home was destroyed by fire. The information had to be 
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re-entered into the computer in a rush and then double-checked for accuracy. Mary carefully checked, 
ichi-ichi, the more than 400 individual grave-site numbers, spelling of names and company designations. 
Thank you very much, Mary Hamasaki. 

A special thanks to Kunio Fujimoto (A) for video-taping the 51st Annual Memorial Service at 
Punchbowl. Acknowledgments as appeared in the program bulletin are as follows: Mr. Gene Castagnetti, 
Director, National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific; Guest Speaker, Mr. William Paty, Jr.; Mrs. Doris 
Hirayama, a member of Pearl City Community Church, made and donated the beautiful lei for Mr. Paty; 
LTC McKinley Collins, Commander, 100th Bnl442nd Inf (USAR); Sgt. Richard Mariano, NCOIC, Color 
Guard; Sgt. John Kaai, NCOIC, Rifle Squad; The Honorable Jeremy Harris, Mayor, City and County of 
Honolulu; Mr. Aaron Mahi, Bandmaster, Royal Hawaiian Band; The Reverend Eric Ebisu, Pastor, Pearl 
City Community Church; Mr. Ted Yanagihara, Director, 442nd Choral Group; Master of Ceremonies, Mr. 
Kenneth Saruwatari, Headquarters Chapter; Flag Placements - Boy Scout Troop 216 and Troop 117, 
Scoutmasters Mr. Paul Kusunoki and Mr. Yasuhiro Takeno; Refreshments: Mr. Shigeru Inouye and 
Volunteers; MFI Audio Visual, Mel Inouye, Proprietor, for the use of 6 walkie-talkies; Mr. Alvin 
Yoshitomi, Member, Sons and Daughters of the 442nd RCT; for the use of authentic World War II khaki 
uniforms; Sons and Daughters of the 100th Infantry Battalion for their assistance. Club 100 Memorial 
Service Committee, Chair, Jun Enomoto (Medics), Tommy Nishioka (A), Hajime Yamane and Bernard 
Akamine (B), Saburo Ishitani (C), Conrad Tsukayama (D), Kenneth Saruwatari and Toshio Kunimura 
(Hq), and Robert Kapuniai (Rural). Senior Consul Ryozo Kikuchi placed a wreath on behalf of Japanese 
Consulate General Kishichiro Amae. Also participating in the program were the Presidents of each of the 
Oahu AJA Veterans Council Clubs, Paul Takiguchi, 442nd RCT Veterans Club; Henry Furuya, MIS 
Veterans Club, and Tom Takemoto, 1399th Veterans Club. Several members of each club also attended. 
We were especially thrilled that Mike and Betty Tokunaga (C) made a special effort to attend. It was a 
touching scene to see so many go up to greet them. Thank you to Karleen Chinen for the very nice article 
in the Hawaii Herald and for including a nice picture of Mike. Head Chef and Beverage Dispenser 
Shigeru Inouye estimated that 450 persons attended this year's service. Perhaps it being held on 
September 29, the very same date that the 100th suffered its first killed in action, made it even more 
significant. 

Speaking of anniversaries, October 25 will make it exactly one year that I started working for Club 100 as 
the Executive Secretary. Only one year? Someone said he thought I had worked here for 30 years! I take 
tha,t as a compliment, thank you. It has gone by quickly, and I have enjoyed every minute of it--well, 
almost every minute. Your encouragement, your patience, and all the thoughtful ways you show your 
appreciation more than compensate for those moments of occupational hazards. This first year has been a 
real learning experience. Next year, I will take those lessons learned and help the Officers and Board of 
Directors to make it an even better year for Club 100. 

MAHALO to the following volunteers who came out on September 26 to collate the October PPP: 
Bernard Akamine, Otomatsu Aoki, Florence Fuchigami, Kunio Fujimoto, Ralph Fukunaga, Mits 
Furumoto, Chester Hada, Mary Hamasaki, Saburo Hasegawa, Tokuichi Hayashi, Richard Hosaka, Isamu 
Inouye, Shigeru Inouye, Ken Kaneko, Gladys Kawakami, Irene Kawashima, Arthur Komiyama, Susumu 
Kunishige, Tadashi Matsunami, Jane Matsunami, Y oshikiyo Mugitani, Joe Muramatsu, Bessie Nakasone, 
Saburo Nishime, Tom Nosse, Tom Nishioka, Ray and Aki Nosaka, Frances Okazaki, Patti Osebold Leo 
Seto, Kazuto Shimizu, Ken Suehiro, Stanley Tanaka, Wallace Teruya, Masa Toma, and Marie Yoneshige. 

100th Battalion Memorial Service Address (29 September 1996) 
by William Paty, Jr. 

Thank you, Ken, for that kind introduction. Distinguished guests, 100th Battalion families, fellow 
veterans and friends - I am pleased and honored to be with you here this morning and to be a part of the 
lOOth Battalion Memorial Service. No one can come to this National Cemetery of the Pacific at 
Punchbowl and look out on row after row of silent grave markers going back over half a century without 
recollecting memories of fallen comrades, the good times shared and the bonding kinship that only a 
combat experience can forge and with it the memory of 22 of your band of brothers who passed away this 
past year. And, we remember it was 53 years ago today that Shigeo "Joe" Takata, a Waialua boy, was 
killed in action at Salerno and became the first of the 100th to receive the DSC. 
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Most recently, with VE Day and VJ Day last year, we were in a time of on-going 50 year flashbacks-
beginning in December of 1991, when President Bush came here to commemorate the December 7th 
attack on Pearl harbor. Since that time, there has been a virtual kaleidoscope of epic battles, both on land 
and on the sea as each came across the stage of 50 year memories, carrying with it for some 9 million 
veterans spread across our country poignant memories of that conflict, and with it a grim reminder of the 
cost of freedom. Our armed services are tradition-rich institutions where history not only informs, but 
also strengthens, inspires and educates. At the commemoration ceremony in Normandy for D-Day on 
June 6, 1994, I heard Medal of Honor winner Walter D. Ehlers (19th Infantry, 1st Infantry Division) Big 
Red One, who landed at Omaha Beach on D-Day, capture the sentiment best when he said: "We fought to 
preserve what our forefathers had died for--to protect our faith and to preserve our liberty-- to save our 
way of life for our parents and our siblings -- for our children and their children. My brothers died here, 
and that we can be here today proves that it was not in vain." 

None of us who served in WWII can claim that we are not eligible for a bus pass or a senior citizen's 
discount at the movies or don't fool with our social security. My wife gets a monthly magazine called 
"Modem Maturity." Some of you here may get it also. I like to call it "Modem Makule." Some years 
ago, now, I went to a birthday party for a friend of my Dad's--he was celebrating his 75th. I thought to 
myself at the time, "Wow, how old can you get?" Today, for some reason, I don't feel that way anymore. 
I kinda think that at 75 you are just getting your second wind. Actually, some of us are lucky to have any 
wind at all. 

Seriously, as the recounting of these epic battles was replayed by the media, we can't help but marvel at 
the grim determination that carried our troops to victory over a tough dug in, well-trained enemy. 
Nothing, nothing personifies that more than those early battles of the 100th Battalion--Hill 600 behind the 
Voltumo River in Italy, the brutal fighting in rain, mud, and blizzards against the crack SS troops at 
Cassino purple heart valley they called it, and again at Anzio when the beachhead was blanketed by the 
German firepower - That's when the 100th Battalion served notice that they didn't make men any tougher 
or more determined and "Go for Broke" personified their fighting spirit. 

And surely no outfit was ever exposed to tougher combat conditions that you saw at the Battle of 
Bruyeres and Biffontaine in the Vosges Mountains back in October of' 44. Along with the rescue of the 
Lost Battalion, an estimated 2,200 casualties, including 161 dead, 1,800 in hospitals. In writing of the 
battle to rescue the Lost Battalion, Chaplain Masao Yamada wrote to Col. Sherwood Dixon (a staff 
member of the War Department in Washington, D.C.) on October 30, 1944, saying and I quote in part: 
"After 4 days, we are still pushing to get tluough. The cost has been high. Our men take their orders in 
stride without complaint, and go into the volley of fire with one spirit, one mind. My heart weeps for our 
men - when we complete this mission we will have written with our own blood another chapter in the 
story of our adventures in democracy." 

It brings to mind the following words inscribed at Arlington National Cemetery - "Not for fame or reward, 
not for place or rank - not loved by ambition or goaded by necessity, but in simple obedience to duty as 
they understood it. These men suffered all, sacrificed all, dared all- and died." 

Perhaps really the toughest battle of all for the 100th Battalion as we look back, was the one against 
discrimination of the AJAs , which took far longer to win, but win you did. 

But as we view the panorama of the big battles and hear the grim statistics of casualties and hardships, let 
us remember that it is the individual soldier on the ground, in the foxhole, moving forward under fire in 
mud, rain, and snow as you did, that achieves our final victories. Let me share with you something that 
was taken from the body of one of those soldier who must have fought along with the 100th Battalion in 
that vicious battle at Anzio: 

"Well, God, I've never spoken to you. 
But, now I want to say, How do you do. 
You see, God, they told me you didn't exist, 
and like a fool I believed all this. 
Last night from a shell hole I saw your sky 
And figured then they told me a lie. 
Had I taken time to see things you made, 
I'd have known they weren't calling a spade a spade. 
I wonder, God, if you'd shake my hand? 
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Somehow, I feel you would understand. 
Funny, I had to come here to see your face. 
Well, I guess there isn't much more to say. 

But I'm sure glad, God, I met you today. 
I guess the zero hour will soon be here, 
But, I'm not afraid now, since I know you're near. 
There's the signal...I've got to go. 
I like you lots, I want you to know. 
Look now, this will be a horrible fight. 
Who know, I may come to your house tonight. 
Though I wasn't friendly to you, before, 
I wonder, God, if you'd wait at your door? 
Look, I'm crying ... me, shedding tears. 
I wish I'd known you these many years. 
Well, I have to go now, God. Good-by. 
Strange, since I met you, I'm not afraid to die." 

That zero hour, the first time in combat has many faces, and there isn't a combat vet today who did not 
wonder how it would be the first time under fire. 

I remember well my first experience. I was with the 101st AlB and our regiment, the 501st, jumped into 
Normandy a little after midnight on D-Day, June 6, 1944. I landed with a thud, scrambling out of my 
harness. I looked around and saw no one. We were told not to fire in our drop zone and were issued little 
metal crickets - one click-clack to be answered by two click-clacks. I heard movement in the bushes 
nearby. I clicked once - no response. Movement continued. Click-clack. Still no answer. I pulled out 
my trench knife. I was crouched - poised, tense, determined, knife in hand ready to kill - and out 
lumbered a cow. The adrenaline washed over me in waves. As things turned out, I probably should have 
stayed with the cow. 

The 101st lost a lot of good men in Normandy, in Holland and at Bastonge. I will remember to this day 
the time I spent on my return to the US calling on families of the men of my company who had been 
killed in combat. You had this feeling of guilt that they would feel, but never say, "Why my boy, or my 
husband, and not you?" I remember calling on a young wife in Okmulgee, Oklahoma. Sitting beside her 
was a little freckle-faced youngster, who listened as I told her what a fine solder Sgt. Ammons was. The 
boy looked up at me and asked, "Is my daddy coming home?" Let me tell you, I swallowed hard - what 
do you say?! I said, "No, son, your daddy was a brave soldier and he died fighting to save his country." I 
doubt that he understood then. Today he is a lawyer in Dallas, and understands well. He did a tour in 
Vietnam. 

Every 10 years or so I try to get back to some of the American cemeteries in Europe - most of my guys 
who jumped with me in Normandy and who were killed in the Normandy campaign are buried there. We 
saw those crosses in Normandy cemetery vividly when they had all that media coverage of D-Day in 
1994. I had a special buddy, as many of us did in those days. We were both in the first battalion. He was 
CO ofB Company and I was CO of A Company. We went through a lot together, much of which I still 
haven't told my wife. Today, he lies beneath an apple tree in the American Cemetery in Brittany. By the 
Lord's will, I have enjoyed a good life and a fine family here in this blessed place we call home - Hawaii. 
It should not surprise me if many of your here today, as you think back on your combat days, realize how 
close you came to being listed among the honored dead instead of sitting here this morning at Punchbowl. 

As Ken said, I was a POW. A good part of my POW journey across Germany and up into a prison camp 
in Poland was by 40 x 8 box car, WWI vintage - 40 men or 8 mules. We were jammed in, so we took 
turns sitting against the side of the boxcar. The scary times were when our train was laying over in a 
marshaling yard for hours at a time waiting for our next connection. Marshaling yards were a favorite 
target for allied fighters. The POW boxcars were not marked and we were locked in. I had just traded 
places against the wall with another POW when the air raid sirens started to wail and a squadron of 
Spitfires strafed the yard, and the soldier I had just traded places with moments before took a 20mm shell 
through his chest. Every combat soldier has a similar story or stories to tell. 
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We were young and soldiers once, but our generation is moving now to the edge of history. We hand our 
story on to future generations and to a new breed of soldiers who I can assure you, as much a I hate to 
admit it, are better trained, better equipped, better led and they retain your fighting spirit. 

Yes, we changed the world in our time and we were changed in the process. I know many of you here 
took part in the V -J Day commemoration here last September when President Clinton came here to 
Punchbowl. I was pleased and honored to be asked to join the 1 00/442IMIS/1399 in the veterans parade 
in Waikiki. What a moving experience it was for us old vets - the crowds were 4-5 deep along Kalakaua 
in some places, clapping as we passed by saying again and again - Thank you, Thank you. You talk about 
a bunch of charged up old vets. I tell you. 

It is indeed a commemorative time for us, but it also sets the stage for a new beginning. We are shaking 
hands with a new century looming on the horizon. With it comes a confusing, contentious, fast changing 
new world, but one which we hope and pray will never again call for the sacrifice of so many of our 
young soldiers. 

But for here and now, this day at Punchbowl we come to honor, to remember and to pay tribute to those of 
the 100th Battalion, the "Go for Broke" outfit - who paid with their lives to preserve the freedoms we 
enjoy today. To the families, to the friends of those we honor today, I would like to read a letter written 
by Abraham Lincoln on November 21, 1864, to Mrs. Lydia Bixby, a widow from Boston, Massachusetts: 

Dear Madam: I have been shown in the files of the War Department a statement of the 
Adjutant-General of Massachusetts that you are the mother of five sons who have died 
gloriously on the field of battle. I feel how weak and fruitless must be any words of mine 
which should attempt to beguile you from the grief of a loss so overwhelming. But, I cannot 
refrain from tendering to you the consolation that may be found in the thanks of the Republic 
they died to save. I pray that our heavenly Father may assuage the anguish of your 
bereavement, and leave you only the cherished memory of the loved and lost, and the solemn 
pride that must be yours to have laid so costly a sacrifice upon the altar of freedom. Yours 
very sincerely and respectfully, Abraham Lincoln 

God Bless our fallen comrades. God bless the United States of America. 

KAVAI CHAPTER NEWS by Tsugi Takemoto 

It is our usual. Mako, our president, when I finally got a hold of him, said that we are having a meeting 
this corning Sunday, October 27, but since he just got back from Las Vegas, he had no idea what was 
going on. I kidded him about how much money he made and he said he didn't make anything. 

A last minute thought on our Memorial services. Mayor Marianne Kusaka set aside the well prepared 
speech and remarks and, as she said, she spoke from her heart. As the Mayor looked out over the 
cemetery, she was reminded of many of the remarks made about the veterans who came back and have 
passed on and who were buried there. 

A picture of Maxie Mukai and Ben Morimoto appeared in our Tuesday paper as the Garden Island 
photographer, Dennis Fujimoto, snapped the picture. I had told the Mayor's office that our unofficial 
historian was Ben Morimoto and gave them his phone number. No amount of phone calls reached him. I 
found out from his wife Grace that he is the official gardener for their son, Roy, and he does all the yard 
work. Grace refers to him as the yard boy. 

In September it was off to Ketchican, Alaska, for Fusetsu & Mitsuko Miyazaki and Susumu & Gladys 
Daida for five solid days of salmon fishing. They were allowed a 14 foot boat and 3 meals a day were 
prepared for them. Each fisherman gets to catch 7 silver salmon a day. They also got 20 pinks--sounds 
like a better deal than Las Vegas where no one admits winning. At least the fishermen came back with 
almost their quota of fish. 

It was a contrast of weather for me when I took three women with me to Minneapolis and San Diego early 
in October. The day after we arrived in Minneapolis, it was 36 degrees. We from Hawaii are just not 
used to that. The natives thought it was so nice as the leaves would change color. Two days were spent at 
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the Mall of America and that was something for the girls. We were fortunate in having friends to take us 
out to dinner or lunch. 

In San Diego, the day we chose to go to the zoo, it was very crowded as it was a free day. We got in free, 
but that was not our intent. We had tickets when we arrived. Fortunately we got refunds and got Sea 
World tickets for the second day. Also went for the trolley ride and went to Old Town. At Sea World we 
got splashed as we were way up front and the whale sure could splash his tails. I would like to see the zoo 
again when there are less people around. 

I hear that at the meeting on October 27, plans will be made for the rest of the year. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA NEWS by June Kurisu 

The September I Monument Foundation luncheon at the Bonaventure Hotel was very successful. The turn 
out was great, the food was delicious, and the fashion history lesson by Kanojo was delightful. The 100th 
filled ten tables. Major General James Mukoyama, Jr., Retired, is an excellent speaker. It was good to 
see George Buto, the general's chauffeur during his stay in the area. We met George and Esther on our 
trip to Bruyeres. Pat Morita was also a speaker--very serious on this occasion. Two lucky wives, Fumi 
Sakato and Chukie Seki, won drawing for discounts on Kanojo fashions. Monument Foundation shirts 
and caps were selling like hot cakes thanks to staffing by members of the 100th. 

The September Association luncheon was well attended, everyone knowing that Allen Dong and his 
faithful kitchen crew were hard at work. The menu was steak, chicken, corn, bok choy, salad, and cake all 
very ono as usual. Dr. Dhanani and his staff in the Senior SHARE program at the West LA Veterans 
Medical Center explained the physical examination available to veterans as well as follow-up treatment. 

At the 100th's September meeting, while the men were discussing the kaukau for the upcoming mini
reunion in Las Vegas, the wives worked at packaging the neck coolers to be put in each registration 
packet. The useful neck coolers are the idea of our indispensable first lady, Teri Fujikawa. Fumi Sakato 
sewed 250 of them and Chuckie Seki donated much of the material. 

November 16 at 10 a.m. will be the date for the 1 OOth' s monthly meeting. Carlos Picazo will be the chef
instructor for a tamale lunch. All attendees will be learning how to make tamales. This time Allen Dong 
will take a back seat to Chef Carlos, his son-in-law. This promises to be a fun and stomach-filling day. 

Preparations were in the capable hands of Ben Tagami for a hospitality room filled with lotsa pupu at the 
Gold Coast Hotel. Allen says that once again Tom Tsuda will be bringing matsutake from Wyoming and 
Fumi Sakato will be asked to make it into delicious Matsutake gohan (mushroom rice) again. I heard that 
there will be nearly 200 attending, but not all in the hospitality room at once, I hope. 

SONS AND DAUGHTERS 

MAHALO TO ALL THOSE WHO HELPED AT THE MEMORIAL SERVICE AND PLACED 
FLOWERS ON THE GRA VES .. Sophie Hatakenaka, Kathleen Hishinuma, Vicki Ho, Wayne Iha, Mel 
Inouye, Robin Inouye, Clint Inouye, Ann Kabasawa, Benton Kamimoto, Rod Kimura, Amy Muroshige, 
Art Nakayama, Pat Osebold, Avin Oshiro, MaryAnn Oshiro, Gary Saito, Alan Sugahara, Fay Sugahara, 
Kelsey Sugahara, Alan Takehara, Cecilee Tanaka, Drusilla Tanaka, Sharon Tanaka, Carl Tonaki, 
Kimberly Tonaki, Sheila Tonaki, Wade Tonaki, Marcia Tsue and Warren Yamamoto. 

A sincere thank you to the following for their donations to the Sons and Daughters: 
• $100.00 from Warren and Betty Iwai (C) for the Oral History Program 
• $1,000.00 from an anonymous group of Club 100 members and friends 
• $25.00 from Carol Yasui, daughter of Kenichi Suehiro (Hq) 
• $15.00 from Kaydi Ichimura-Yonaha, daughter of the late Torao Ichimura (B) 
• to Mr. James Inafuku (B) for his donation of a variety of beverages 

Up-coming events: November 19 - Last day to use Times Supermarket TCAPP cards 
Sunday, December 8,1996: Assist Charlie Chapter with decorating of Clubhouse 

February, 1997: Reception for Mrs. Chiune Sugahara 
March 1997 - Brothers in Valor Monument Dedication 
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41st ANNUAL 1996 
CLUB 100 GREEN THUMB 

ORCHID SHOW AND PLANT SALE 

520 Kamoku Street 

Saturday, November 23 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
Sunday, November 24 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Park at Ala Wai School 

Admission is free. 

DOG CHAPTER NEWS by Helen Nikaido 

"Doc" and Mildred Hosaka will be going to Oregon and Las Vegas on October 16, returning on the 26th. 
They will be going with "Doc's" three brothers and their wives and two sisters. They will be joined by 
their nephews in Oregon who'll be renting cabins for them. Their nephews will take them fishing, 
camping, sight-seeing, etc., then end up in Las Vegas. 

On Saturday, September 28, the following people were on hand at Punchbowl cemetery to help decorate 
the graves of Dog Chapter: Robert Yoshioka, "Doc" Hosaka, Ken Mitsunaga, Saburo Nishime, Iwao 
Fujimori, Martin Tohara, Conrad and Yoshi Tsukayama, Mary Hamasaki, Helen Nikaido, sons and 
daughters Ann Kabasawa, Faye and Alan Sugahara, Rod Kimura, and Avin and MaryAnn Oshiro. While 
looking for the names at the columbarium, the Punchbowl maintenance fellow helped me locate some of 
the names--he was very helpfuL To all of you, thank you so much for your help. 

Mrs. Gladys Takemoto, beloved wife of Gen. Francis Takemoto, passed away on Saturday, October 19. 
Services scheduled for Friday, November 1. Our deepest sympathy to General Takemoto and his family. 

There was an article in the October 18, 1996, Honolulu Advertiser featuring Kaya's General Merchandise 
Store. Bill Kaya, known to us as Hideo, is a member of Dog Chapter. Kaya's carries groceries, fishing 
needs, animal feed, concrete mix, hardware, you name it, they have it. After working eight to 14 hours a 
day, six and seven days a week, he and wife Ethel are celebrating the store's 50th anniversary on October 
26, 1996, and will retire. Their daughter, Beverly Hashimoto and husband, Vern, will take over their 
business. The celebration will be hosted by the Punalu'u Community Association and the Queen 
Lili'uokalani Children's Center. Congratulations and Happy Retirement, Bill and Ethel. 

The following info was passed on to me by Mary Hamasaki: Dog Chapter's Christmas party will be held 
at the Clubhouse. The Harada's and the Tsukayama's plan to put together an exciting get-together. Of 
course, they are counting on all of you to give a hand as you always do. So, place a great big circle on the 
December calendar, 15th, Sunday, and call Conrad at 261-6336 or Mary Hamasaki at 947-3056 as soon as 
possible and give them the count. Time: 4:00 p.m. refreshments - getting to know the keikis time; 5:00 
p.m. early dinner (buffet); program to follow. Attention: Children, write to Santa today and parents, 
make sure names are properly spelled and readable; gifts should not exceed $10.00. Again, your specialty 
desserts, pupus and even gift packages for door prizes and other donations will be greatly appreciated. 
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Please stand ready to assist (advance set-up) and give the committee your suggestions on programs, too. 
Cost will be: Adults $5, grandchildren over 16 $2.50, grandchildren under 16 FREE. 

CLUB 100 MAUl CHAPTER by Tom Nagata 

Maui Chapter members observed the annual KIA Memorial Service on Sunday, September 29, at the 
Maui Veterans Cemetery, Makawao. At 2 p.m., Goichi Shimanuki, chairman and MC, started the 
program with his Opening Remarks. The Rev. Dexter Teruya of the Kahului Union Church led the 
singing of "My Country Tis of Thee." During the Silent Prayer, Shimanuki read out the names of the KIA 
and the deceased after the war. The Welcome Address was given by twice-wounded Maui Chapter 
President Jack Gushiken. Rev. Teruya, in his Sermon, mentioned the dedication to duty in combat by the 
men of the 100th Infantry Battalion to prove their loyalty to America. With the singing of the Closing 
Hymn, "America the Beautiful," the program came to an end. Refreshments were served after the 
Service, with Toshio and Thelma Iwami in charge. Our thanks go to Mrs. Irene Nakagawa, who paid for 
the refreshments in memory of Osamu Nakagawa. Wataru Kaneshina and Akira Ishikawa brought the 
four large picture frames containing the pictures of the KIA and deceased members, and stands, up to 
Makawao, and back to Wailuku where Kaneshina has it stored in his warehouse for free all these years. 
The brand new cemetery pavilion built next to the old one has tripled the seating capacity under shelter 
from rain. 

President Clinton recently promoted Major General Eric Shinseki to the 3-star rank of Lt. General. He 
commanded an Armored Cavalry Division in Texas. He is a graduate of Kauai High School, and the West 
Point Military Academy. He served in the Viet Nam War and was wounded in combat. In our "Golden 
Years," we veterans watch proudly the increasing number of the sons and daughters and grandchildren of 
the Niseis, making good in the military, business, politics, and other fields, as opportunities open to them. 
The sacrifices made a half century ago were not in vain. 

There will be a luncheon meeting at Sizzlers on Friday, November 1, at 11 a.m. 

Editor's note: Maui Chapter Correspondent Tom Nagata submitted the following article in addition to 
his regular Maui Chapter news. 

Memories - Goat Hill - Salerno Bay 
by Tom Nagata 

The 100th Infantry Battalion had landed in Oran, North Africa, on September 2, 1943. Our 
campsite was a short distance away and previous soldiers that had used the camp had named it 
"Goat Hill." Couple of days later, it was my turn for night guard duty. At the guard tent that 
evening, I met the other NCO, Sgt. Shigeo Joe Takata from B Company and I was from C 
Company. After posting of the guards, we sat up all night talking and checking up on the 
sentries. Joe loved the game of baseball, and he mentioned that he played on the Asahi AJA 
baseball team. We talked of many things that night and parted as friends the next morning. 

The Battalion had arrived in Salerno Bay on the morning of September 22, 1943. The sky was 
clear, and the sea was calm. The enemy was miles away as we started to get off the boat. It was 
our tum to get down the boat by rope ladder and into the landing barges. As I sat down, I saw 
our Battalion Commander, Col. Farrant Turner and half of his staff already in the boat. We made 
a good landing and nobody got wet. I saw mullet swimming in the clear waters ofthe Sele River 
as we hiked up the hill. The vegetation turned from cactus plants at sea level to crab apple trees 
higher up. It had rained heavily the night before, so those of us that had slept in the open field 
got up early on the morning of September 29, 1943, to clean our rifles. We hiked and rode trucks 
and then hiked as we neared the battle zone. The farmers had harvested their chestnut trees and 
the nuts were piled in heaps in front of their farmhouses. Company "B" had taken the lead as we 
crossed into "no-man's land." C Company was in reserve behind Battalion headquarters. We 
passed some soldiers sitting in their foxholes from another outfit. Suddenly, we heard sounds of 
machine gun fire, and exploding mortar artillery shells up ahead. A spent shell fragment landed 
near me. Additional rifle fire was heard and then silence. Then, I heard the voice of Col. Turner 
ahead, reporting by radio to the Regiment that Sgt. Joe Takata had been killed by artillery shells, 
but that his heroic action in leading his men to outflank the enemy had caused the enemy to 
withdraw. The Colonel also said that he was putting the name of Sgt. Takata for the DSC Medal 
for Gallantry in Action. The Battalion moved forward and as each soldier passed the dead 
soldier by the road-side, offered a silent prayer to a brave comrade. 
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HEADQUARTERS NEWS by Ken Suehiro 

As usual, our September chapter meeting attendance was poor--eight (8) members present. 
They were: Toshio Kunimura, Ed Ikuma, Frank Nishimura, Dr. Otagaki, Tom Nosse, Y. 
Mugitani, Frances Okazaki (widow), Wally Teruya and me. 

Congratulations to the Teruya family. Dexter Teruya, Wally's son, is the new president of the 
Hawaii United Okinawa Association. 

Frances Okazaki was the only widow at our meeting. Please, ladies, if the widows will start 
attending and speaking out, members may start coming to the meeting. Please talk it over with 
the other widows and come to our meeting in numbers. 

HQ chapter hosted a luncheon for all members of the chapter, families, and friends after the 
Memorial Service at Punchbowl on September 29, 1996. Forty participants enjoyed the buffet, 
catered by Leeward Drive In (Jerry Yamaki, Rural) in Waipahu. 

There was enough food and beverages to feed another 20-30 persons. One of the treats served 
before lunch was shave ice with azuki beans prepared by Doris Aimoto. The shaved ice was 
greatly appreciated as evidenced by a complete "sell-out." 

Judge Ken Saruwatari and his wife, Vivian, were in charge - they did a bang-up job. One of the 
honored guests was Stanley Akahoshi, Lt. Cmdr., U.S. Navy, son of Irving Akahoshi. The Lt. 
Cmdr. is tall, dark, and handsome--a spitting image of Irving. Stanley was the center of 
attention for the gathering. Dr. Otagaki told me I "missed out" on the Memorial Service and 
Reunion luncheon. I'm sure he'll schedule another similar event before long. 

My youngest granddaughter, Deanna, left for Oregon University the same weekend of our 
Memorial service. Carol and Earl accompanied her to Oregon and I promised to meet them in 
San Francisco to go to Vegas afterward. That's my reason for not being home that weekend. I 
had an interesting experience flying back from LA on UAL. One of the stewardesses said she 
knew me from our Clubhouse. She knew my name was Suehiro and she was the daughter of 
the late Itsuto Okamoto of Dog Chapter. He was a very active member of D Chapter; 
unfortunately, he passed away. She is a nice, quiet, young woman and the first stewardess I've 
met who is the daughter of a club member--and I've been flying since the late 1940's--mostly by 
UAL. I'm writing to UAL Customer Service, asking why they haven't had more of our children 
working for UAL. If our children worked for other airlines, I sure would fly on other airlines--I 
would if my daughter worked as a stewardess. Whenever I see a local girl working as a 
stewardess, and she happens to be a hustler, I write to the airlines Customer Service, 
communicating all the flight numbers and how she was effective and a hard worker. The 
employee will certainly appreciate your good word! 

Tom and Margaret Nosse visited the San Diego area for a couple of weeks during September 
and had a wonderful time with their grandchildren visiting all the interesting spots in San 
Diego. Tom also had a thrill of his life by piloting a plane! He is still sharing his experiences 
with this friends. 

This year's mini-reunion was the best I've attended and I haven't missed any to date. The LA 
members, especially those who worked hard should be praised for their efforts, especially the 
Tagami's. The banquet set-up was perfect. Next year, I hope the bartenders will announce the 
closing of the bar so we can buy our beer and not be caught short as it happened. Kaneko went 
looking for beer and ended up mooching beer from some other party--free. Anyway it was a 
good convention and we no longer drink as in the past. My thanks to the LA Chapter and its 
hard-working members. Also, thanks to all mainland members who helped make this one a 
good convention. Thank you! 
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Other members I spoke with agree that this was one good reunion and the many wives who 
were there also had a good time, including my daughter Fay and son-in-law Alan. We had 
buffet lunch at the Rio, Monte Carlo, Riviera, Stratosphere. Rough on me, but it was worth it. If 
you go to Vegas, be sure to have buffet lunch at the places listed above--cheap, too! Hire a U
Drive or catch the bus if you plan on staying downtown. Taxi to the strip is not cheap! 

The next meeting of HQ chapter is Tuesday, November 12, at 9:30 a.m. Please mark it on your 
calendar. 

Seisaburo Taba is holding a one-man art exhibition on September 27, 1996. Details were not 
available as to place and time. Get in touch with him at 455-3108 for further information. 

BAKER CHAPTER NEWS by Bernard Akamine 

19 members attended the September Chapter meeting. As usual, the hit at the meeting was 
China's bread pudding. This is one item that never becomes left over. Sakae Takahashi was in 
attendance. One item that was discussed at length was the presidency of Baker Chapter. Since 
the Nominating Committee Chairman cannot find anyone to accept the nomination for prexy, 
the question was brought up--would the wife of a member or a widow of a member be able to 
be prexy of Baker? the majority agreed with the following: She would have no vote at the 
mother Club Board meetings, so that meant the vice prexy must attend Board meetings. We 
also had picture taking sessions with the floral replicas of the purple heart medal and the 100th 
Inf Bn insignia that the Sons and Daughters brought back from the Aloha Week Parade. 

On the Chapter roster that Fred Kanemura prepared, the telephone number for Seiji (Lefty) 
Tanigawa should be 737-4831. 

The September 29 Memorial Service was very well attended and went off smoothly in spite of 
the mix up at the gate. Joe Muramatsu's welcome address was very nicely done. The following 
list of Baker members attending the memorial service was given to me by Harry Katahara: Fred 
Kanemura, Tokuji Ono, Takeshi Tanaka, Hajime Yamane, Yasuto Furusho, Joe Muramatsu, 
Bernard Akamine, Stanley Nakamoto, Roy Nakayama, Robert Arakaki, Masa Toma, Billy 
Takaezu, Sonsei Nakamura, Jimmy Inafuku, Taro Suzuki, Rikio Tsuda, Hiroshi Shimazu, Lefty 
Tanigawa, Sakae Tanigawa, Fred Kurisu, Ken Kaneko, Ken Muroshige, Saijiro Higa, John 
Kihara, Jesse Hirata, Takeo Azama, Choriki Shimabuku, Charley Tanaka, Takashi Kitaoka, Ray 
Nosaka, Bob Takashige, James Kawashima, Harry Katahara, Hajime Kodama. As usual, Stanley 
Nakamoto had the flowers all bundled up and ready for decorating the graves. Mahalo, Stan. 
Thank you, also, to the Sons and Daughters and grandchildren who came out very early in the 
morning to help decorate the graves. 

Our condolences go to the family of Mitsuru Omori who passed away on Friday, October 18. 
Although he was originally with F Company, he was also a paid up life member of Baker 
Chapter. Services scheduled for October 28 at Hosoi. 

BAKER CHAPTER CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Date: 
Time: 

Parking: 
Cost: 

Saturday, December 14,1996 
4:30 - 5:30 PM: Children's Hour/Friendship Hour 
5:30 - 6:30 PM: Dinner 
Ala Wai School Parking Lot from 4:00 PM 
$5.00 - Adults and children 13 and over 
$3.00 - Children 6 to 12 years of age 
Free - Children under 6 years of age 

The Sons and Daughters are planning some terrific games and other activities, so don't be late! 

Bring a gift for each of your children. Keep the cost below $10. Write the child's name in bold 
letters so that Santa and his helpers will be able to read the child's name. 
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Robert Aoki has again consented to be the chef. So that no one will go hungry, will you please 
let us know that you are planning to come by calling Rikio Tsuda at 262-8285, Sonsei Nakamura 
at 737-1027 or Harry Katahara at 538-6434. 

Donations of door prizes, desserts, pupus, etc., will be much appreciated. 

The story of Ernest Coz continues: After he returned to California, he sent a stack of restored 
photos to the Club office. One soldier was identified only as "Matsunarni." When Sadashi 
Matsunami (D) took a look at the stack of photos, it was amazing how he could remember the 
names! He also had some funny stories to tell about being a jeep driver for the haole officers. 
Unfortunately, not all the soldiers could be identified, so if you have some time, stop by the 
office and take a look at the photos on the counter. Some of the recognizable faces are: Robert 
Kondo (D), Jimmy Nakamura of Los Angeles, Haruto " Atu" Makabe, Bolo Masaki (D). 

Billy Takaezu had a very interesting tour of duty as a soldier in Baker Company. For him, the 
things that remain most is the lonesome experiences he had starting at Cat and Ship Islands 
during the dog training. He was the radio operator (away from the rest of the boys) and 
secretary to the Colonel (by himself again!), and a deck hand on the boat that made the trip 
between islands. Because of this, his time with the rest of the guys was few and far between. 

Also, he was sent to Gulfport, Mississippi, for attack dog training with a handful of guys. 
Initially, the only protection he had from the dogs' jaws' were ice hockey gloves which the dogs 
were able to easily pull off. Then came padded uniforms with football helmets. (The football 
helmets in the 40's were leather.) This added protection was necessary because this time two 
dogs were involved. In one experiment, they applied butter to his head. He was also bitten by 
one of the dogs. These dogs were trained for duty in the Pacific. The military must have 
thought that the Niseis would smell like the enemy. This experiment was under tight secrecy. 
It became declassified 13 years after World War II ended. 

The next episode in Billy's lonesome journey is during the Rescue of the Lost Battalion in 
France. He was struck on the forehead by a sniper's bullet that knocked him unconscious. 
Luckily, it was a glancing wound which did not kill him,- but he did not regain consciousness 
until he was in the hospital. This being his second wound and also suffering from trench feet, 
he was classified as Class B, non-combat status. He was sent to Italy and became a jeep driver 
for a major. 

Several weeks later, he was transferred to 337 Prisoner of War camp, which had about 30,000 
German prisoners. His assignment was to pick up rations for the prisoners from the base 
commissary. Under his command, he had six 2-1/2 ton trucks, and one squad of prisoners for 
daily food pick up. 

The next is an experience Billy will never forget--going home. He was put in a B-17 bomber 
which was stripped of armament, with bench type seating, and flew to a base in North Africa, 
then to Dakar, Senegal, which is the western-most point in Africa. Then, by regular passenger 
plane, flown to Natal, Brazil, which is the eastern-most point in South America. Then, north to 
Florida with stops in between, one of which was Puerto Rico. Then, the luxury part--a ride in a 
pullman train all the way to San Francisco, with porter service and VIP treatment. After one 
month in San Francisco, Billy came home on a Navy war ship. 

One thing that he is very proud of is his picture taken by a Signal Corps photographer in 
France. It shows him hanging his laundry just before the battle of Bruyeres. This same photo is 
on display at the Smithsonian Institution. Next time any of you visit the DC area, go and visit 
the Smithsonian and take a look at the display. You'll recognize Billy's smile--even after more 
than 50 years! 

Editors' Note: The "welcome remarks" given by Mr. Gene Castagnetti at the 51st Memorial 
Service will be included in the December 1996 issue of the PPP. 
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RURAL CHAPTER CHATTER by Ted M. Hamasu 

Rural Chapter held its business meeting at Zippy's of Wahiawa, where we were furnished a private room. 
We thanked the management and Walter Iwasa for this accommodation. There were 20 members, wives 
and guests. We were visited by Sylvia and Oswald Kawahara, a former member and now a transplant to 
the state of Florida who dropped in on us. We thanked the couple for visiting. About an hour was taken 
for lunch and Prexy Hamasu called the meeting to order. After the preliminaries were over, discussed the 
coming Memorial Service on 29 Sep 96. Rural Chapter has members buried in Mililani, Diamond Head, 
Punchbowl and Kaneohe. We asked for volunteers to place flowers on each of these graves. Walter 
Iwasa and Bull Saito volunteered to decorate the Mililani Cemeteries, Susumu Ota and Bull Saito to take 
care of Punchbowl, Ted Hamasu, the Diamond Head Cemetery and Kaneohe will be taken care of by "F" 
Company since the deceased was also a member of "F" Company, thus eliminating some duplication. 

We elected the Committee Chairmen of various committees. Bull Saito is the Nominating Chair for 1997 
Officers. Because Jerry Yamaki has other commitments and is unable to serve, Mitsuo Nagaki accepted 
to Chair the New Year's Party. The Chair for our Outstanding Award Committee will be Hakaru Taoka. 
Since all of us were in the military and brainwashed not to volunteer for any assignment, the Prexy found 
it extremely difficult to have responsible positions filled by volunteers. Therefore, he had to resort to 
strong-arm tactics like appointments. There was a prolonged discussion on the path to take when a 
member passes away and the family decides to have a private funeral. It was decided that the person 
contacted by the family will notify the President ASAP and the Prexy will contact the deceased member's 
family personally by telephone, visitor or by sending an emissary. Upon ascertaining the desires of the 
family, he will notify the membership ofthe family's desires. In other words, we will honor the desires of 
the family. If a member feels that he has to attend the funeral service, he will attend as an individual and 
not as a representative of the chapter. Needless to say, the chapter will send the "koden" as a gesture of 
sympathy. 

Walter Iwasa took time off from his golfing schedule to accompany his wife, Michino, on her class 
reunion junket to the city of golden chance, Vegas. Needless to say, Walter's eyes were gleaming with 
expectations for a big strike, for he's been investing his money for a long time. Well, last week he came 
back empty handed, again. According to him, Michino was lucky a couple of times, but she decided to hit 
the big one, and at the end the bandit took it all back. They both vowed that they will return to get even 
with those bandits. 

November meeting will be at Zippy's in Wahiawa, November 15, 1996. 

HAWAII CHAPTER by Jimmy Maeda 

I am writing this upon my return to Hilo from Las Vegas on Friday night, October 18 after two delays for 
two hours each from Las Vegas and San Francisco via United Air Lines. We made it home to Hilo on 
Aloha's last flight to Hilo. I found on my "things to do" pad the reminder that the Puka Puka Parade 
article is due on October 22. 

First, on behalf of the Hawaii Chapter members and wives, I wish to extend heartfelt thanks, arigatoo and 
mahalo to Ben Tagami, General Chairman of the 1996 Mini-Reunion Committee and his hard working 
committee members. A special thanks to Tom Tsuda and his wife from Wyoming for the matsutake 
mushrooms. Thanks, also to the Southern California ladies for preparing the matsutake meshi. Once 
again, the Mini Reunion was a success. This writer will have some stories in the December issue of the 
PPP. 

Mr. Patrick Pavao, State Veterans Counselor, Island of Hawaii, delivered the following speech at the 
memorial service on September 29, 1996: 

When I was first asked by Mr. Tanaka and Mr. Iwasaki to speak at this memorial service, my 
immediate reaction was one of unworthiness and I seriously considered declining. However, I 
remembered when I first started working for the Veterans Affairs Office back in February, 
1970, the tremendous support and encouragement I received from the AJA Veterans 
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Organizations: Club 100, the 442nd Veterans Organization, and the Hilo Interpreters. And, 
again, last year, when our country and state celebrated the 50th anniversary of the end of 
World War II on Oahu, I had the memorable opportunity of gathering with numerous AJA 
veterans at Ala Moana Beach Park, marching with them in their parade through Waikiki and 
ending at Kapiolani Park. Please let me share my experience of that day. 

Today is also an anniversary well worth remembering. I think it is obvious that as we look at 
the words Memorial Service, we gather to remember: people primarily. And I wish, today, 
to emphasize three (3) concerns of mine: First, the need to remember. Second, the need to 
express my generation's appreciation and gratitude. And third, your need to pass on the torch 
to your sons and daughters and future generations, of the legacy of the AJA veterans. 

First of all, the need to remember. It is indeed the 53rd memorial anniversary set aside by 
members of Club 100, Hawaii Chapter, to honor and remember their fallen comrades and also 
to reminisce with their friends. Today, before we crystallize our opinions about policies now 
being followed by our country, we might get a better perspective if we try to recall how you 
felt before and after World War II. No time exists in a vacuum; we can judge the present only 
by the past. Since accepting to speak here today, I felt it was my opportunity and 
responsibility to express my personal feelings. I have since done much reading and research 
on your trials and tribulations, the numerous battles and individual stories and your continued 
service upon your return to our community. It is extremely difficult at a memorial service, to 
come and speak and to give significance to what this 53rd annual memorial service really 
means. As we gather here today to memorialize our fallen comrades, we are reminded of the 
many blessings we enjoy, not the least of which is the privilege of living in a free society. A 
free society made possible by the blood, sweat, and tears of courageous men and women who 
risked their lives to defend our nation and its ideals. Per John verses 13-15, "Greater love 
hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends." 

As veterans and members of veterans' families, we love this country and stand behind all the 
good that our nation represents. We also take pride in knowing that we helped to create the 
single greatest country on earth and changed, for the better, the future of mankind. But 
history has shown us one hard fact tQ.at happens time and time again. As the memory of war 
fades, the problems of veterans tends to be forgotten as well. 

I believe veterans are truly peacemakers. They fought against those trying to destroy peace. 
We all know that wars are not popular, nor did those who fought them want to die or be 
injured. We do so because our country calls us to duty and we have the courage and love for 
our country that compels us to respond. Freedom has a price tag on it. All Americans must 
help pay that price in one way or another. Strong and courageous Americans pay it by 
wearing the uniform of our country. Those of us who stay at home pay in sacrificing some of 
the comforts and conveniences of life. Veterans who truly understand freedom, love their 
country. They have seen other places where freedom has been stamped out and they have 
come home filled with pride because of what America stands for. They are patriotic and love 
the American flag, which represents the strength of our nation, as well as its determination to 
remain free. Those who have known war up close do not forget it. They have forged a 
fellowship while facing the fire. They have had more occasions than the rest of us to ask 
themselves what is worth fighting for, to wonder what are the real values that must be 
defended. In the history of the United States and other nations as well, the most remarkable 
thing about veterans in general is that they come home as motivated in peace as they were in 
war. As Calvin Coolidge once said, "The nation which forgets its defenders will be itself 
forgotten. " 

In researching past memorial services, I noticed that there were two common messages 
expressed. First and foremost paying of tribute to the men that did not return, and secondly, 
more significantly, was what all of us here, particularly the members of the lOath and the 
families and the rest of us in Hawaii could do to carry on what these men died for. 

In reading Thomas D. Murphy's book, "Ambassadors in Arms," he tells the story of Hawaii's 
lOath Battalion, the first U.S. Army Combat unit composed of Americans of Japanese 
ancestry. Its original members had been inducted into the army before Japanese planes swept 
down on Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941. The loyalty of these soldiers was questioned by 
other Americans, then put to the test, and finally proven beyond doubt on the battlefields of 
Europe. This unit is sometimes called the "Purple Heart Battalion." 
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Because of its casualty list, the 100th established a record in Italy and France, which made it 
one of the most decorated units for its size and length of time in combat in the history of the 
U.S. Army. In describing the Italian campaign, General Mark W. Clark wrote, "I should 
mention here that a bright spot in this period was the performance of the 100th Battalion .. .it 
fought magnificentiy ... these Nisei troops seemed to be very conscious of the fact that they had 
an opportunity to prove the loyalty of many thousands of Americans of Japanese ancestry and 
they willingly paid a high price to achieve that goal. I was proud to have them in the Fifth 
Army." 

Secondly, I never knew your fallen comrades who paid the ultimate sacrifice. However, on 
behalf of my generation, I stand here before you, to honor the memory of your fallen 
comrades, to extend to them and their families a sincere thank you. Many of us who were too 
young to have served in World War II take for granted the liberties and beauty of our lifestyle 
as if they were given without effort. But you, you are living testimony of the fact that your 
country has been built upon the vigor and hope and commitment in action, not rhetoric, but 
action. You proved it knowing that deeds would be necessary, not words. Some of that 
action required the supreme sacrifice on battlefields very far from home. 

I ask that you continue to reflect on the future as well as the past with serious thought to the 
problems and conflicts of the present. AJAs have come a long way due to your dedicated 
efforts and the supreme sacrifices of your fallen brothers in combat, who have been laid to 
rest. Let us continue to practice tolerance and loyalty as Americans in honor of those who lie 
buried here. As Veterans' Services Counselor, I have known the likes of Motoyoshi Tanaka, 
Yasuo Iwasaki, Eugene Eguchi, Ernest Enomoto, Seitoku Akamine, Hayato Tanaka, Kenneth 
Hamada, James Mitsuda, Larry Kodama, Larry Hirokawa, George Inouye, Jimmy Maeda, 
Tarush Yamamoto, Buck Shimabukuro, Richard Miyashiro, Hideo Kon, Kazuma Taguchi, 
Dugan Yonemori, Shigeru Ushijima, Stanley Ushijima, and numerous others I am not able to 
mention due to time constraints, but they and their families are not and will not be forgotten. 
To all of you, I extend my thank you for allowing me to have served you. 

And finally, my plea to the AJA veterans: You need to pass on to your sons and daughters the 
legacy of the AJA veterans. American and your story - your story is an HONOR - your story 
is a legend, and I consider it a National Treasure. You are to be honored - it is a great story. 
You are great people and you have done a marvelous job. And I would like to offer two 
things for you to consider: First of all, I would offer a suggestion to forget 
humility/reluctance for a moment, and secondly, for the sake of the children, pass the story 
on; take out a tape recorder or better yet a video camera, write your memories, build a 

. memorial tribute of information at the AJA hall and pass it on to the next generation! 

As I continued my research of the 100th, and the 442nd and the MIS, I kept visualizing the 
insignia of the 442nd with the hand holding on to the torch. And if! may paraphrase from the 
50th Anniversary dedication of the 442nd booklet, the AJA veterans of the 100th, 442nd, and 
MIS should rededicate their thoughts, feelings, and memories to their sons and daughters and 
grandchildren and the generations to follow. Anticipating their ability to carry their torch and 
protect their inherent legacy in Americanism ... to forget all discrimination, to perpetuate 
freedom and equality for all. And in the spirit of their motto, "GO FOR BROKE" inspire all 
of us to expand the bridge of friendship throughout the world and into the 21 st century. 

Once again, I humbly thank you for this opportunity and may God bless each and everyone of 
you. 

CHARLIE CHAPTER NEWS by Warren I wai 

MEETING: The 55th Reunion Committee is working hard to complete a three-day program. It is 
reported that the Mainlanders are eager and anxious to make it to this reunion. We just received 
confirmation for a starting time at the new Kapolei Golf Course for the reunion. Francis Kudo, from 
Torrance, CA, wrote to say that he and his wife, Hisa, will be joining us at the 55th Anniversary. It was 
also good to see Kentop Nakasone and Kaoru Yonezawa attending our meeting as usual. 
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CHRISTMAS PARTY REMINDER: Date: Sunday, December 8, 1996 
Time: 4:30 PM Friendship Hour 

5:30 PM Dinner 

Make check payable to : 
Mail to: 

Cost: $5.00 per person-Children 12 years and under, FREE 
Gust give us the number coming) 

Club 100 Co. "C" 
Kiyoshi Uyeno 
333 Lunalilo Home Road 
Honolulu HI 96825 

MEMORIAL DAY: Twelve members from "C" Chapter decorated the graves of our comrades on 
Saturday, September 28, the day before the memorial service. For us who come out to decorate the 
graves, it is a personal memorial with our buddies. Y oshio Anzai, Hideo Doi and I decorated 20 graves in 
three different sections in the cemetery. One of the graves was that of Herbert "Bluffer" Sadayasu. 
Bluffer was KIA on July 9, 1944, near Castell ina, Italy. Before being reassigned to the weapons platoon, 
he was our supply sergeant. I remember the Christmas of 1942 in Camp McCoy when the entire Co. "C" 
was quarantined because of measles except Bluffer, Takeichi Onishi and myself. We were the only ones 
who were able to go to town. 

At the memorial service, we were happy to see Mike Tokunaga join the gang to pay respects and to 
remember our comrades. The program was well organized and everything went well. Our thanks to the 
committee headed by Jun Enomoto. This is the one event that every member should attend. 

Tamako "Dorothy" K. Ito, wife of Sumio Ito, passed away on October 4, 1996. Our sincere sympathy to 
Sumio, daughter, Marcia and grandson, David. "c" Chapter assisted by managing the choba. 

LAS VEGAS MINI-REUNION 1996: Here is a report on the reunion by our special reporter, Kazuto 
Shimizu: "Warren asked me to cover the Mini-Reunion for "C" Chapter in the PPP. I wondered what can 
I write when the trip was for my pleasure: golf, black jack, the hospitality room - ah those fresh fruit and 
"matsutake-kamameshi" after the golf game. How can I be worried about a PPP article? 

"Everything fell in place when Cynthia Fujikawa called me from New York that she wants to meet me 
and other "C" Co. members at the Mini-Reunion. To make a long story short, Sam Fujikawa (no relation 
to Cynthia) met her at the hospitality room and "toured" her through the casino, meeting former "C" 
company vets and others. Cynthia did not locate anyone that clearly remembers her father, but got a 
closer feeling to where and what her father must have gone through. Kiyoshi Shimizu could not come to 
the reunion, but met her in Colorado on her way to the reunion. Others, many, all wished her good luck. 

"In the process of talking to "c" Company vets, it occurred to me that memories are fading faster than I 
imagined. I'll give you examples: Kazuma Hisanaga and Chick Miyashiro were wounded the same day 
as Jerry Hatsuo Fujikawa (Cynthia's father) was wounded. They were probably wounded in the same 
artillery barrage. Kazuma and Chick both do not remember Jerry. Kazuma can't recall Jerry after looking 
at some photo prints. 

"I am no better than Kazuma. I found out during this reunion and after many years of association with 
Sam Fujikawa that he was with me during the French campaign and was among the 15 of us in the First 
Platoon that survived the rescue of the "Lost Battalion." 

"Another veteran (I think it was Mas Takahashi) noticed me asking around, turned to me and asked me if I 
knew Max Mukai. I told him, "he is seated in the table behind you." I went to Maxie (of Kauai) and 
asked him if he was in "c" Company. Answer, "D Company." An obvious mix-up in names. But, he 
persisted that that person was in the Third Platoon and moved to the Second Platoon and got shot near the 
end of the war. When I asked, "Was it David Miura you're talking about?" he said, "Yeah!" My memory 
has its ups and downs. 

"Las Vegas is a fun place, especially if the fun is on "casino money." Lynn agrees. Other smiling faces I 
noticed: Aiko and Irene, Charlie and Ethyl, "c" Chapter members - I won't/can't reveal your win/loss 
secrets. Y oshio Anzai' s son dropped in to meet him. Roy and Maizie were inseparable. It was good to 
see Mary and George Miyahara. George was a big assist for Takako on Tad's wheel chair on their casino 
tour. 
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"To the California gang who hosted this mini-reunion, Thank you." 

VACATIONS: Dr. Kanemi Kanazawa, our former CO, is semi-retired now so he has more time for his 
hobby of travelling. Here's what he did this past summer: "Two weeks in Indonesia (in July) was 
interesting and educational. It was an enriching experience to travel through a third-world country, to 
observe their daily life style, customs and culture which are so strongly influenced by Hinduism and 
Islamic religions. The trip was so much more meaningful because the tour leader and in-country resource 
persons lectured on the geography, history, and religion, culture, etc., every day. 

"Indonesia is a beautiful country with lush greenery, high mountains and beaches. It is very much like 
Guam or the island of Kauai. Close to 200 million people live there. Tourism is everywhere in Java, Bali 
and Lombok. The 5-star hotels are nice and comfortable. The tropical atmosphere and beaches are 
inviting and attractive, but for me, who has lived all my life in Hawaii, they didn't have the appeal they 
may have had to a mid-westerner or European. Tourism is the second industry oflndonesia. 

"We saw many Hindu, Buddhist and Muslim mosques, icons and temples; Barong dances with the 
dancers dressed in colorful costumes; the Kecak fire dance where the dancer walks through burning 
coconut shells - like the Samoan fire dancers. do and of course, the Batik factory and the silver craftsmen. 

"I did white-water rafting in Bali. It was a class III level, but it was exciting and fun. Went snorkeling, 
but was unimpressed. Hanauma Bay snorkeling is so much better. 

"After working for a few days, I went salmon fishing in Alaska. Age is catching up with me. It is getting 
harder for me to get in and out of the boat. Saw more eagles and bears this time - it was fun." 

NEXT MEETING: The next meeting is Monday, November 18, 10:00 a.m. The officers are anxiously 
looking for their replacement for 1997 and November is the election month. Be sure to come -- or else? 

FOX COMPANY NEWS by Kenneth M. Higa 

They came, eighty-plus in numbers, to the annual gathering of the Foxes held in Honolulu during the 
weekend of September l3-15. That is a goodly number, considering F Company consists of original 
members only. They came from far and near - Florida, California, Hawaii, Kauai, Maui and Oahu to the 
much awaited pow-wow of the Fox Clan. Unfortunately, six Oahuans were no-shows due mainly to 
illness. 

The festivities began on Friday night, September 13, at the Natsunoya Tea House. The spacious dining 
room with stage has lots of space to set up the pupu table, to move freely from table to table to chat during 
the Friendship Hour. But, best of all, to have tables and chairs for dining in comfort--no sitting on the 
floor. What a relief for our aching backs, hips and legs! There were lots of pupus and beverages for the 
Friendship Hour. Many thanks to the following donors for the soy beans and oval-shaped tempura, 
Kenichi Iha and Sakae Takahashi for the bottles of wine; Michael Hamamoto for the six-pack beer, and 
Tadao Seo for a case each of iced tea and fruit juice. In addition, there were buffalo wings, char siu, 
Planters' nut mix and cases ofbeeer and beverages provided from the Reunion Fund. 

At 7:30 p.m. the program began with Kiyoshi Jinnohara, Chairman of the Tea House party, giving the 
welcoming address. Then, emcee Charles Nishimura called on Kenneth Higa to conduct the Moment of 
Silence and to give the invocation. Chow Time. The nine-course Japanese dinner was delicious and 
plentiful. Too bad no can eat like young kid time. Too much leftovers. What next? It was entertainment 
time. Seasoned performers Yasuto and Helen Furusho, Ted Hamasu, Sylvia Kawahara, Sally Nakano, 
Charles Nishimura, and Sally Taoka were the stars for the evening. They entertained us with solos, trio 
strumming their ukes and singing songs, hula dancing, and they led the group singing. Knowing long
time-no-see Paul Maruo has a beautiful voice, Charles Nishimura coaxed him into singing a few songs. 
Nowadays, generally a party is not complete without doing the latest rage. Lillian Maeda came prepared 
with the cassette tape to teach us the macarena. Man! Learning to do it reminded me of our Army recruit 
training days learning to do the close order drill. Many feet would turn left instead of right and vice versa. 
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In learning to do the macarena, many arms and hands seemed to be moving in all directions. 
Nevertheless, it was fun to do it and a good workout for us. The inevitable day has come. The gang is 
slowing down. They were ready to call it a night before 11 :00 p.m. During our younger days, the poor 
waitresses used to start chasing us out around 11 :00 p.m., but the majority were not ready to call it a night. 
Guess we must be getting old. I stand corrected ... we are old already! 

The Saturday night banquet was held at the Pagoda Hotel Iris Room. Following a one-half hour cocktail 
period, at 6:30 p.m., emcee Ted Hamasu called on Kenneth Higa to give the welcoming address. He 
especially welcomed Grace Endo's son, Norman, Kenichi Iha's daughter Judith and son-in-law Gregg 
Nakamura, and Hakaru Taoka's son Gerald and daughter-in-law Gayle. The next group he gave special 
recognition to were the widows. From California - Doris Hamamura; Kauai - Kazue Kawamoto and Jane 
Sugawara; Maui - Lillian Maeda and Michie Moto; and Oahu - Mitsue Amano, Kiyoko Aoki, Grace 
Endo, Thimot Enga and Jane Kawaguchi. Last, but not least, to be recognized were those who were not 
able to join the gang for several years due to illness, travel and other reasons. They were Doris 
Hamamura, Shinsuke Shimabukuro, Jane Sugawara and Sakae and Bette Takahashi. 

Ted Hamasu conducted the Moment of Silence and gave the invocation. The East-West dinner buffet 
included the salad bar, three main entrees and an assortment of cakes and pies. Address by Kenneth Higa, 
President of F Company and the Island Coordinators, Eichi Endo, Choichi Shimabukuro and Hayato 
Tanaka of Maui, Kauai and Hawaii, respectively, concluded the formal program for the evening. Before 
the entertainment began, all of the neighbor islanders and the mainlanders were asked to line up front and 
center for the presentation of ginger and ti leaf leis. The "pros" Ted Hamasu, Sylvia Kawahara, Charles 
Nishimura, and Sally Taoka who performed on Friday night entertained us again. Emcee Charles 
Nishimura came well-prepared, He brought an ukulele and a harmonica. He is almost like a one-man 
show. He strummed the uke and sang several songs. He also played the harmonica and told jokes. and 
before he started singing or whatever, Charles would always say, "Clap if I am good; clap if I am no 
good!" Yes, Charles is quite a character and entertainer. 

With hubby Ted doing the singing, Kitty Hamasu, appropriately clad in Japanese costume, danced to the 
tune of "Oosho" or the "King of Chess." The song is about a struggling chess player, who lives in a 
shanty hut in Osaka. He aspires to become a champion one day, hoping to move up the social ladder and 
live in a posh horne. His faithful wife, Koharu, with her touching smile, never once grumbled for the 
years of living in poverty. So, tomorrow, he will make the long eventful journey to Tokyo with 
determination and hope of winning the chess tournament championship. The song's ending reminds me 
of the thousands of people who travel to Las Vegas hoping to hit the big jackpot and become instant 
mi1lionaires. Shizu Akamine is a good sport when called upon to go on stage. She sang and Jed the gang 
in group singing. Likewise with Kazue Kawamoto. Lillian Maeda did not forget to lead the gang in 
doing the macarena. In spite of not being able to keep up with the tempo of the music and move our hips 
like the youngsters, we showed a bit of improvement over our first try on Friday night. Ted concluded the 
second night's festivity singing one of my favorite Japanese songs, 'Kimi to Itsumademo." No kidding, 
the gang is really slowing down. They were ready again to call it a night before the closing time of 11 :00 
p.m. 

On Sunday morning, the gang gathered at the Club 100 Clubhouse for the final activity of the 1996 
reunion. At 10:00 a.m., a short business meeting was held. Two of the items on the agenda were the 
election of officers and the reunion for 1997. The election was over in a jiffY bcause the present officers, 
namely, President Kenneth Higa, Vice President Michael Hamamoto, Secretary Seiso Kamishita, and 
Treasurer Hakaru Taoka will serve again. It was decided to hold the 1997 reunion in Honolulu in 
conjunction with Club 100's 55th Anniversary Celebration. Following the adjournment of the meeting, 
Hideshi Niimi, Chairman of the Sunday luncheon, gave the invocation in Japanese. Since there was lots 
of food and desserts, Kenneth suggested that everyone take the bento horne for dinner. Our weary wives 
needed the night off - no cooking. 

The ladies contributed barazushi, sekihan, ham, ogo, takuwan, pickled ginger, pineapple, pistachio nuts, 
andagi, blueberry tart, chocolate mochi, cornbread, mango bread, cream puff, mochi dango, banana cream 
squares, lemon squares, malasada, palm cake, manju, cookie and rainbow jello. The Reunion Fund 
provided buffalo wings, siu mai (shumai), ha gau (elephant ear), kok jai (half moon), party mix, chips, 
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beer and beverages. We thank the ladies for responding so generously to Reunion Chairman Ted 
Hamasu's SOS message for goodies. They were Mitsue Amano, Kiyoko Aoki, Grace Endo, Kiyono 
Endo, Helen Furusho, Doris Hamamura, Kitty Hamasu, Beatrice Higa, Humi Iha, Mary Jinnohara, Kay 
Kamishita, Alma Kashimoto, Jane Kawaguchi, Beatrice Niimi, Ethel Nishimura, Bette Takahashi, Shizue 
Takashita, and Sally Taoka. Thanks, also, to the Kauai group for the delicious Kauai cookies and Kitty 
Hamasu for the zip-lock bags and tin foil. 

We acknowledge with much thanks the generous monetary contributions from Mitsue Amano, Yasuto 
Furusho, Doris Hamamura, Yeiho Higa, Lillian Maeda, Michie Moto and Sam Tsuji. 

The reunion was a memorable weekend. The food was delicious, the alcoholic and non-alcoholic 
beverages were plentiful; the entertainment was very good, and the fellowship was tremendous. 
Everyone, I am certain, went home looking forward to the next one. Brah, chalk up another successful 
gathering of the Foxes. Credit for its success is due to the concerted efforts of the Chairman and members 
of the Reunion Committee as follows: Ted Hamasu, Michael Hamamoto, Kenneth Higa, Kiyoshi 
Jinnohara, Seiso Kamishita, Satoshi and Alma Kashimoto, Hideshi Niimi, Motoki and Shizue Takeshita, 
and Hakaru and Sally Taoka. Also, the island coordinators Eichi Endo, Choichi Shimabukuro and Hayato 
Tanaka. 

Mahalo to the Sons and Daughters for setting up their merchandise stand on Sunday, thereby giving the 
Fox Clan, especially the neighbor islanders, the opportunity to purchase Club 100 caps, pins, etc. Mahalo, 
also, for manning the shaved ice machine. The shaved ice really hit the spot after a heavy lunch. 

We are grateful to Ann Kabasawa for being "Johnny-on-the-spot" with her camera. She shot candid and 
posed pictures and assembled them in an album for us. Ann, doomo arigatoo for the professional job. 

On Saturday morning, September 28, the following persons helped decorate the graves of our departed 
comrades and spouses at the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific. They were Kiyoko Aoki, Grace 
Endo and daughter, Michael Hamamoto, Kenneth Higa, Kenichi Iha, Seiso Kamishita, Satoshi 
Kashimoto, Jane Kawaguchi, James Kitashima, Charles Nishimura, Tadao and Helen Seo, Motoki 
Takeshita, and Hakaru Taoka. Ted Hamasu, who picked up the flowers at the airport, decorated the 
graves ofShige Hokama, Kent Nakamura and Takeji Gushikuma at the Nuuanu Memorial Cemetery, Soto 
Mission of Hawaii and Moiliili Cemetery, respectively. Tadao and Helen Seo also decorated the grave of 
Richard Fujita at the Hawaii State Veterans' Cemetery and that of Nobu and Haruko Miyashiro at the 
Hawaiian Memorial Park Cemetery. Much thanks to the Rural Chapter members for decorating the grave 
of Sakuji "Primo" Amano at the Mililani Memorial Park and to Hayato Tanaka for shipping the dozens of 
anthuriums each year. 

Congratulations to Saburo and Sueko Inamasu. They celebrated their golden wedding anniversary at the 
Pacific Beach Hotel on Sunday, October 6. May you be blessed with many more anniversaries. 

Charles and Ethel Nishimura attended the Mini-Reunion at Las Vegas and this time returned home with 
some winnings. The Nishimuras, formerly of Honokaa, met several Hawaii Chapter members and among 
the group were Kazuma and Yasuko Toguchi. 

Yasuto and Helen Furusho had a nice time in Japan with the "Biffa" Moriguchi group. They returned 
home on Thursday, October 17. By the way, the group helped Helen celebrate her 37th birthday--two 
years younger than Jack Benny used to tell his age. 

What a coincidence! Helen Seo and Michael Hamamoto underwent cataract surgery at the same clinic, 
Hawaiian Eye Center, on the same day, Thursday, October 17, and on the same side eye, the right. When 
I asked Michael ifhe could see better, the rascal replied, "Yes, my wife looks more beautiful now." 

Mitsuru Omori, an administrator and educator in business education, passed away at Hale Pulama Mau on 
Friday, october 18. He was looking forward to attending the reunion, but unfortunately, it was not to be. 
The Fox members will miss him, especially at the annual reunions. Mitsuru was a member of the second 
platoon and when F Company was disbanded to fill the depleted ranks of the other companies, he was 
transferred to B Company. We extend deepest sympathies to the Omori family and relatives for the loss 
of one so dear to them. May he rest in peace. 
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ONE PUKA PUKA 1996 AUTUMN TOUR by Helen Nikaido 

We left Honolulu International Airport via JAL 75 for Tokyo on October 2. It was a smooth 7-112 hours. 
We celebrated Nancy Nakamura's birthday (Oct. 2) in flight. "China" Yamashina baked three mango 
cakes which were enjoyed by our group, the crew in the cockpit and the entire flight attendants. Besides 
the mango cakes, "China" baked 41 loaves of mango bread for the Japan friends. Upon arrival at Narita 
Internal airport, (1 :40 p.m., Thursday) and after clearing entry procedures, we were met by Ryunosauke 

(Rudy) our JTB guide and transferred to Shiba Park Hotel. After resting a bit we enjoyed a delicious 
Chinese dinner at the hotel. 

Friday was a free day and "Opu" wanted us to experience riding the computerized auto train from 
Shinbashi to Ariake which took about 20 minutes with many stops in between. Along the way we saw 
many unique buildings. 

Saturday, we boarded the Shinkasen "Hikari" (bullet train) for Nagoya to begin our tour. Our tour 
included Nagoya, Gifu, Shizuoka, Izu-Peninsula, Shimoda, Lake Hakone and Yokohama. Tommy 
Nishioka will never forget this train ride. He left his camera on the train, luckily Rudy notified the official 
about the camera which ended up in Wakayama and was expressed back to Tokyo. We visited the 
Nagoya Castle which features a pair of golden dolphins atop the 5-story structure. Sure didn't look like 
dolphins. Sunday was a free day for independent activities. "Opu" took us to have a Nagoya style dinner, 
"matsutake-nikomi-udon with miso base." Something different and tasted good. Left Nagoya for Gifu, 
visiting the Tagata Shrine where they have a huge orange color replica of the penis. They worship this as 
a symbol of fertility, so they say. "China" paid 200 yen to rub one of the stone carvings, 20 years kinda 
too late, huh? No ladies wanted to rub it for 200 yen. Kiso river was too calm to experience a thrilling 
rapid ride. In Gifu we rode the fishing boat and had a big, "ono" bento dinner plus hot cooked a-iu which 
the fisherman brought along the side of the boat. Many fishing boats were parked side by side and just 
before the fishing began, there was entertainment with singers and dancers. Later, the fishing boats came 
along with the cormorant to start fishing. It was something to see. It was raining in Shizuoka. Visited the 
Yaezu fish center where they have various seafood and ocean products. We couldn't get a glimpse ofMt. 
Fuji. Visited the grave site of the famous oyabun "Shimizu-no-lirocho." When dinner is not included, 
"Opu" takes us out to try foods that particular place is noted for. Here we had chanko-nabe, food that 
sumo wrestlers eat. Very delicious, felt strong like the sumotoris. "Lefty" and "China" looked like 
Koroge-yama and Tommy like Maenoumi. 

In Shizuoka, we all had a free day to go shopping, sightseeing, etc. Evening, we assembled in the lobby 
to go to this Robata Yakitori restaurant where they serve charcoal grilled and deep fried foods; chicken, 
tako, oyster, kalbi, shrimp, egg plant, tonkatsu, tempura, yaki musubi, tsukemono with beer or sake. Um
m-m, broke the mouth. 

We rode the ferry for Dogashima on the west coast of Izu-Peninsula, enjoying the fantastic rock formation 
jutting out to the sea. In Dogashima we visited the Dogashima Orchid village featuring hundreds of 
beautiful plants. At Shimada, we had "abalone" dinner, but before dinner, the waiter showed us the live 
abalone. Made me kinda feel sorry for the abalone. We celebrated Helen Furusho's birthday. After 
sightseeing in Shimoda, visited Hokufuji and Gyokunsenji temple. Took a ropeway to take in the sights 
of the city, but it was cloudy. Left Shimoda to visit Kawazu-no-daru (7 waterfalls), Amagi and loren 
waterfall. Kawazu-no-daru is a series of seven waterfalls spanning a distance of just over a mile. 
Climbing those winding stone steps up and down was tiring. We took a ropeway ride from Sounzan to 
Togendai on the northern end of Lake Sashi, but it was cloudy and foggy, so we were not able to see 
Owakudani valley, a sulphurous valley of steaming fumes and boiling mud. Visited Hakone Sekisho 
(check point) which was one of the many barriers built in feudal times, mainly to control travels between 
Edo (Tokyo) and Kyoto. We proceeded to Kamakura to visit the bronze statue of the Great Buddha 
(Daibutsu) the symbol of Kamakura. In Yokohama we visited the Landmark Tower, the tallest building 
in Japan--296 meters. Too bad it was cloudy. We drove over the Yokohama Bay Bridge, one of the 
largest suspension bridges in the world. At the end of the bridge is the sky walk, the first observation 
deck built into a bridge. It has a 360 degree panoramic sweeping view from Mt. Fuji to the Boso 
Peninsula on a clear day. In Yokohama Chinatown we had dim sum which was delicious; noodles, cha
han, spring roll manapua, shumai and dessert. We had French cuisine at the hotel. Fish for appetizers, 
soup, vegetable salad, steak, ice cream and cake. Um-m-m, yummy. 
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In Yokohama I had a scary experience. After dinner, I wanted to go walking after eating so much, so I 
went to my room to change my shoes. As I got into the elevator, this young guy came rushing in. I didn't 
think anything about it, until, when I got off, he got off, too. He then walked to the opposite hallway and 
when I opened my door, he started to turn my way. I was so scared, I waited for the rest to come back, 
peeping through the peep-hole. I told them what had happened, so "Lefty" took me to the elevator. I had 
to go back down because Tommy and "China" were waiting for me in the lobby. 

We continued to Shiba Park Hotel in Tokyo to end our tour. The weather in Tokyo cleared, so we were 
able to go to Ginza and Tsukiji to do our shoppoing. "Lefty," Kay, Fred and Sadame went galavanting to 
Ikebukuro. "China," Tommy and I went to Ginza on the subway. We were getting pretty good at it. In 
Tokyo, "Opu" took us to a sukiyaki dinner which everyone enjoyed. When we arrived in Tokyo from 
Honolulu, we decided to walk early in the morning, so Alex and Taeko Fujise, Fred Kanemura, Sadame 
Tsuda, "China," Tommy, and I went walking. Since we did a lot of walking on this trip, the only two to 
keep it up were Fred and Sadame. Tokuji Ono walked every morning at his own pace before breakfast, 
even with his sore knee. 

There were eighteen of us in the group: Alex and Taeko Fujise, Yasuto and Helen Furusho, Fred 
Kanemura, Nancy Nakamura, Helen Nikaido, Kenji Nishida, Sadame Tsuda, Laura Tsumoto, Richard 
"China" Yamashina, Y aeko Yokoyama and Kazuo "Opu" Hiranaka, our escort. 

We had cloudy and rainy days in some places, but the different kinds of foods we tried and ate, made up 
for it. I enjoy my food, so I had a nice time. To "Opu," our sincere thanks and appreciation for taking 
good care of us and going out of your way to take us here and there despite your aching knee. 

55TH ANNIVERSARY REUNION UPDATE: Thanks to those who sent in their 
survey forms. Lots of interesting comments--someone suggested a ride on the 
"Navatek" as a tour option. Deadline to submit your survey is November 15. Let 
us hear from you! 

HEADS UP! Sons and Daughters, we are going to depend a lot on your help for 
the 55th. If you are planning your vacation for 1997, the dates for the reunion 
events are June 20, 21, and 22. 

ABLE CHAPTER NEWS by Tommy Nishioka 

Able Chapter meeting in November will be held on Saturday, November 30. This change is due to the 
Green Thumb Orchid Show which will be held during our "usual" 4th Saturday meeting time. 

In the last issue of the Puka Puka Parade I mentioned that Dr. Manago is recuperating very well and soon 
will be back to work with his son, Dr. Jeffrey. Our congratulations to the Manago family which can boast 
of two dentists and two nurses. 

Recently, Paul Kusunoki sent beautiful thank you notes to all who so generously donated to the 
"Kusunoki Fund." We wish him success and good health in the years to come. 

For your convenience the reservation form for the Able Chapter Christmas Party is on the next page. 
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In .7vlemoriam 

Mitsuru Omori (F and B) 
October 18, 1996 

Our deepest sympathy is extended to his family. 

, . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Able members ... it 's later than you think!! Better hurry up and send in the reservations by 
December 6th, to let us know how many of you are coming to the party ... 

ABLE CHAPTER CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Friday, December 13, 1996 

PLACE: 
TIME: 

MENU: 
COST: 

PARKING: 
ENTERTAINMENT: 
DONATIONS WELCOMED: 

GENERAL CO-CHAIRPERSONS: 

HELPERS: 

Club 100 Clubhouse 
Cocktails: 5:30 - 6:30 P.M. 
Dinner: 6:30 P.M. 
Buffet, pizza for children 
All Adults: $10.00 
Children under 12 FREE 
Ala Wai School 
Games and Door Prizes Galore! 
Door Prizes, Beer, Dessert, Soda, Etc. 

Miss Louise Morikawa 
Mr. Richard Ishimoto 

Sons and Daughters, Grandchildren of Able Chapter 

We will be having grab bags for the children. Please pick up an item, not exceeding $10.00 and label it 
with the child's name and bring it to the party. 

Keep this portion as a reminder. Complete and return the form below. 
X X X X X X X X X X 
You may either send in your check or pay at the meeting. 
Send payment to: Club 100 (A Chapter) 520 Kamoku Street, Honolulu HI 96826 

MEMBER'SNAME ___________________________________________________________________________________________ ___ 

YES, I WILL ATTEND THE ABLE CHAPTER CHRISTMAS PARTY 

NUMBER OF ADULTS ________ X $10.00 = $ ____________________ _ 

NUMBER OF CHILDREN UNDER 12 FREE ---

TOTAL PAYMENT = $ ____ _ 
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CLUB 100 NOVEMBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

ABLE ................................... Saturday, November 30 ................................ 8 a.m .......................................... Lounge . 
BAKER ................................ Saturday, November 16 ................................. 1 p.m ..... , .................................... Lounge 
CHARLIE ............................ Monday, November 18 ................................. 10 a.m ................................ Board Room 
DOG ..................................... Saturday, November 16 ................................. 8 a.m .................................. Board Room 
HQ ........................................ Tuesday, November 12 ................................... 9:30 a.m ..................................... Loung 
MAUI. .................................. Friday, November 1 ....................................... 11 a.m ....................................... Sizzler's 
RlTRAL ................................ Friday, November 15 ..................................... 11 a.m ......................................... Zippy's 
KAUAI 
GREEN THUMB ................. Monday, November 4 ................................... 10 a.m ......................................... Lounge 
BOARD ................................ Friday, November 8 ....................................... 10 a.m ................................ Board Room 
KARAOKE FUN NIGHT .... Friday, November 8 ......................................... 6 p.m .................................. Turner Hall 
KARAOKE CHRISTMAS PARTY ..... Friday, December 6 ......................... 6 p.m .................................. Turner Hall 
S&D BOARD ....................... Friday, November 15 ....................................... 7 p.m ................................ Board Room 
GREEN THUMB ORCHID SHOW AND PLANT SALE. ...... Saturday, November 23 ..... 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Sunday, November 24 ...... 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

The Executive Secretary will be off and the Clubhouse Office will be closed on Thursday, November 28, 
in observance of Thanksgiving Day. The Clubhouse will be open from 8:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. 

Collating for the December Issue will be on Thursday, November 21,1996, at 8:30 a.m. 
Baker and Rural Chapters will be responsible for the manpower and refreshments. 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING NEWS WILL BE ON TUESDAY, November 12 

Club 100 
520 Kamoku Street 
Honolulu HI 96826-5120 

NOVEMBER 1996 ISSUE 
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