
100TH INFANTAY BATTALION VETERANS CLUB 

Dedication Ceremony 
Bruyeres-Biffontaine Memorial Plaque 

Saturday, November 1, 1997 
10:00 a.m. 

National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific, Punchbowl 
Lower Level, Memorial Walk Area . 

, .' 
MONTHLY NEWS 

E 
* * * * 

Cemetery Personnel will be at, the Cemetery entrance to direct you to the site of the dedication. Please do not 
tum on your car alarm. The Aloha Luncheon will be held immediately following the ceremony at the Hale Koa 
HoteL Thanks to all of you for your donations and to the more than 50 of you who made reservations. 

FROM THE EDITORS' PUKA by Ray and Aki Nosaka. 

The 11th Annual Mini-Reunion hosted by the Southern California Chapter, was again a successful 
event.. The thoughtfulness of the Fujikawas in giving everyone, upon arrival, a name tag was truly 
appreciated. A quick glance at the name tag prevented embarrassment when one wasn't sure of the 
person's name whose hair had turned silver, or the person in a wheel chair or walking with a cane. 
The hospitality room, with all of the fruits and different types of pupus and the hot matsutake rice, was 
outstanding. Long into the night, the men could be heard talking about their experiences in the anny 
camps and on the battlefields.' Joining in on the bull sessions were Col. Bill Pye and Warren Fencl, 
Honorary member of Charlie Chapter. 

Hank Y oshitake emceed the program which consisted of some Hawaiian music, karaoke singing, jokes 
and line dancing (Tanko Bushi). 

It was announced that next year, the 12th Mini-reunion will be held on October 18 - 22 at the 
California HoteL The good news is that the Hawaiian package will be extended to our kotonk buddies 
and friends. Watch for further announcements as the months go by. And June Kurisu haS promised to 
arrange for some more sightseeing tours for those who do n<?t wish to stay confined in. the casinos. 
Our sincerest thanks to Ben Tagami, the General Chairman for this event, and to his hard working 
crew. 

One of the touchip.g.moments of this reunion-on our last day there, we met Betty Tokunaga who was 
wheeling Mike around trying to catch some of the members and friends whom Mike hadn't seen for 
years. It was great to see him, and although he didn't speak, you could see in his eyes that he was 
happy to see us. Our continued prayers and good wishes are with you, Mike. 

Be sure to attend the Veterans Day Observances near you: 
Tuesday, November 11, 1997 

10:00 8.m. at Punchbowl 
1 :00 p.m. at State Veterans Cemetery in Kaneohe 



OCTOBER BOARD HIGHLIGHTS by First· Vice President Don Matsuda 

The October meeting was held on October 17,1997. The meeting was opened by Don Matsuda, First 
Vice President. President Joe Muramatsu had just arrived from the airport after the 1 OOth's Japan Trip 
and he was in no condition to run the meeting (his biological clock was still on Tokyo time). 

Martin Tohara (D) presented several proposals: He will work with veterans and veterans' families in 
trying to obtain medals which were awarded but never received. He was also assigned to get more 
information about writing and producing a brochure about the I DOth. This brochure would be handed 
out to visitors and other interested parties. 

The Apartment Committee report included the announcement that the Club is being required by the 
City Building Department to repair the sidewalk in front of the parking stalls because someone was 
hurt after tripping on the uneven concrete. 

Spraying for roaches, ants and termites is scheduled quarterly. This first time, each chapter wiH be 
asked to completely clean out their cupboards. 

Arthur Tamashiro (HQ) presented the following slate of officers for 1998: Joe Muramatsu, President; 
Don Matsuda, First Vice President; Hajime Yamane, Second Vice President; Arthur Tamashiro, 
Secretary-Treasurer. Please, we need more nominations, especially for First VP··-helpl Nominations 
are open, so please give your chapter representatives additional nominations. 

Kazuto Shimizu said that the 55th Reunion Souvenir Booklet is being sold for $22 plus an optional $3 
for shipping; Deadline for ordering was October 22. Kazuto was concerned that a lot of people were 
going to miss out on this, so he asked each Chapter President to call their members or remind the 
members at their October meetings. 

Ed Ikuma made a preliminary report on the Memorial Service. He thanked everyone who helped and 
will have a final financial report at the November meeting, as several chapters have not submitted their 
expenses yet. 

Hajime Yamane urged people to attend the Aloha Luncheon on November I for the Bruyeres people, 
especially those who had been to Bruyeres and received their great hospitality. The Board voted to 
send Club 100 representatives to the dinner on October 28 sponsored by the 442nd Veterans Club. 

I attended the "Japanese Americans and the Liberation of France" exhibit at JCCH on Beretania Street. 
I recommend it for everyone. 

Hajime Yamane and Ted Hamasu are still doing research on the 1998 Club 100 Event during the AlA 
veterans national convention in JUly. They want one member from each chapter to form a committee 
to help them with this event. 

Another exhibit that Club 100 is participating in is the "From Bento to Mixed Plate" exhibit at Bishop 
Museum. The Green Thumb Club members are loaning orchids and greenery and several veterans are 
serving as resource persons, along with other nisei vets. The exhibit will last until January 4. There 
are vignettes on video of Mike Tokunaga, Sakae Takahashi, Stanley Akita, and others. There is a nice 
photo of "Chicken" Miyashiro receiving his Distinguished Service Cross from General Mark Clark. 
(Check out the "family albums" in the "living room" of the exhibit. There is a snapshot of Baker 
Chapter boys working on an imu at their Ewa Beach picnic. This is an example of the multi-cultural 
experience that is unique to Hawaii. Don Matsuda in his modesty did not mention this, but his 
daughter Mari Matsuda is featured with other sansei on the video playing in the "living room"--dt) 

Volunteers are needed for the community service project for the Aloha United Way. See Karleen 
Chinen's article which follows. Please sign up to help. 

Mr. Kendall Fielder Haven, grandson of General Kendall 1. Fielder, honorary member of Club 100, 
interviewed several members of the I DOth after the Board meeting. 

Club 100 Member Benefit: This Will clarify last month's announcement. If you have checked your 
discharge or "separation papers" and there is no indication that you served with the 100th, call the 
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Clubhouse office and ask the Executive Secretary to provide you with a certificate saying that you did 
serve with the 1 DOth. You do not have to write to the Army Personnel office. :'" . 

FROM EDWARD IKUMA, CHAIRMAN OF THE 52nd Annual Memorial Service: 

A note of thanks: To the members of the Club 100 52nd Memorial Service.Committee on the excellent 
job of coordinating the various functions for this event. To Richard Halloran for his inspiring 'keynote 
address. To Rev. Yoshiaki Fujitani for officiating. To Jeffrey Bernardino for delivering Mr. 
Castagnetti's welcome message. To the Royal Hawaiian Band for their music. To the 442nd Choral 
Group for their choral offerings. To the US Anny Reserve for the Color Guard and Rifle Squad and to 
Alvin Yoshitomi for the authentic World War II uniforms. To the Sons and Daughters for their part in 
lending their expertise and seeing that no "glitches" occurred. To Keruieth Fukunaga (Ralph-A) for 
serving as emcee. To Mel Inouye (Shigeru-Med) for the use of his walkie-talkies. To Boy Scouts of 
America Troop #216 and # 117 led by Scoutmasters Paul Kusunoki and Yasuhiro Takeno for placing 
the American flags on the headstones. To the Crochet Club ladies who made the "next of kin" ribbons. 
To Kuni Fujimoto for video-taping the entire service. To Ann Kabasawa (Nosaka-B) and Gary Saito 
(Yoshio-A) for photographing the event. To Sue Kaninau (Kawashima-B) for the beautiful floral 
wreath, bouquet and lei. To Hosoi Garden Mortuary for donating the incense and for loaning us the 
urn. To Shigeru Inouye's Medics Chapter and volunteer staff for setting up and managing the 
refreshment stand. To all of you who came to the service. To all the others who gave so freely of your 
time in assisting in the chores of the various committees. 

A special thanks to our executive secretary, Drusilla Tanaka who so efficiently provided valuable 
assistance. 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY'S REPORT by Drusilla A. Tanaka 

Mahalo to the following donors for their gifts to Club 100: 
• $25 from Lorraine Young in memory of her brother Kazuo Mito who was killed in action 
o $100 from George Kinoshita (A-Mainland) 
e $100 from William Omoto (C-Mainland) 
(Donations to the Bruyeres-Hawaii Aloha Luncheon will be acknowledged in the December issue.) 

The PukaPuka Parade received donations from the following: 
.. $25 from Fusako Murai 
• $25 from Matsue Furushima 
G $100 from Kow Ito 

Doorno arigatoo to Biffa's Group for their donation of $50.00. 

Congratulations to the new octogenarians of Club 100 who have November birthdays: Fred 
Takahashi (Hq), Seiki Koga (Hq), Hideo Tokairin (Rural), Yukio Tanji (Rural), Shizuya Hayashi 
(Rural). 

Mahalo to the following PPP volunteers who turned out on September 25th to collate and mail out the 
October issue: Bernard Akamine, Otomatsu Aoki, Alfred Arakaki, Kunio Fujimoto, Ralph Fukunaga, 
Mitsuru Furumoto, Mary Hamasaki, Saburo Hasegawa, Tokuichi Hayashi, Ed Ikuma, Shigeru Inouye, 
Masaru Kadamoto, Etsuo Katano, Gladys Kawakami, Arthur Komiyama, Susumu Kunishige, Don & 
Kimi Matsuda, Walter Moriguchi, Joichi Muramatsu, Masato Nakai, Bessie Nakasone, Saburo 
Nishime, Tom Nishioka, Tom Nosse, Ray & AId Nosaka, Ken Otagaki, Leo Sato, Kazuto Shimizu, 
Martin Tohara, Masa Toma, Ukichi Wozumi, Marie Yoneshige and Kaoru Yonezawa. Special thanks 
to Mary Hamasaki who faithfully proofreads the PPP each month. 

The PukaPuka Parade is the monthly newsletter of Club 100, the 100th Infantry Battalion 
Veterans. Published at 520 Kamoku Street, Honolulu HI 96826. Distributed free of charge 
to members of Club 100. 
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® 
42nd Annual Club 100 Green Thumb 

Orchid Show· 

~ November 22 (Saturday) 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
~ November 23 (Sunday) 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

~ Club 100 Clubhouse . @ ® 
~ Parking is available at Ala Wai School @ 

® 

Isami "Jako" Mayahara (C-Hawaii) 
September 21, 1997 

We extend our deepest sympathy to his family. 

SPECIAL REPORT ON LA MONUMENT SITE DEDICATION by Alfred Arakaki 

Very hard to believe-·Los Angeles is surroWlded by tall majestic mOWltains. They were clearly visible. 
The blue sky above, dotted with fleecy clouds were cheerfully curtsying each other. The most 
beautiful day ... pleasant, but slightly blustery breeze kept blowing the future site of the AJA monument 
-·blow-dry clean. For a moment, I thought that the good Lord, together with our KIA buddies, must 
have had a hand in this. They, too, were happily proud of the project's site dedication. Without the 
smog, it did not appear to be Los Angeles. The date was October 11, Saturday, 1997. Time, 10:30 
a.m. 

After a congenial and hearty breakfast at Denny's the men regrouped at the site where one nail had 
already been driven into the groWld. With c~s of spray paint, a spool of stout cord, a measuring tape 
and one push broom on which Don Seki of Co. L kept leaning for the duration of the project. (psst-·the 
broom wasn't pushed even once. No need. The spirits and gods were in his favor.) Don really 
contributed to the typical city and cOWlty work detail scene. You have seen it--Two/three working and 
the rest just standing around. Very typical. Frank Seto and Dave Kawagoe both of Anti-Tank were 
either pulling the cord or the measuring tape, both at the same time, but the chalk markings started 
appearing here and there. Jim Mita of MIS was giving them the "hope they know what they're doing" 
kind of real squinty eye-ball. Victor Abe of MIS was trying to be helpful with chalk in hand, yanking 
on the cord and stwnbling over dis and dat. Frank Fukuzawa of 442 Co. F, with hand holding his chin 
up, was chatting with the only fellow dressed for this occasion in a suit-·Hitoshi Sameshima of MIS. 
They appeared like the gang foremen. Gotta say "wow" for Douglas Tanaka, Co. B, lOOth. He could 
actually squat down to spray paint between the chalk markings without a mis-cue. He made sure that 
al1 of the spray paint was utilized. Once upon a time, Douglas was a super bantam weight champion. 
Another tough looking guy with a catching smile--the only one wearing shorts (without a microphone, 
but continued his chatting anyway), chalk in hand was Henry "Hank" Yoshitake of Co. A. He 
appeared so helpful that I was hoping he wasn't getting in the way of the "brains" of the project. Roger 
Yanagita, the designer of the project, with plans under his arm, sporting a cute pony·tail, did not get in 
anyone's way, but kept an eagle eye, samurai fashion. Facing the three ladies that were present, 
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Paulette Arakaki, Sumie Seki, and Faye Arakaki, chatting, but concentrating on the doings of the "city 
and county" looking bunch. Gotta hand it to the better halves, for they had the presence of mind to tote 
cameras. That historical moment was photographed. Ted Ohira, Co. Hl442nd, and Alfred Y. Arakaki, 
Co AlIOOth, contributed authentically to the C&C work crew scene by standing with hands in pockets, 
doing absolutely nothing. A very fme gentleman, MIS veteran Horace K. Nakamura, with holy water, 
salt, and rosary very fittingly blessed the site as the party stood in solemn silence. In spite of my 
tongue-in-cheek irreverence, I must say that witnessing the dedication was the icing on the cake for this 
trip. I look forward to the unveiling next October. The following text, authored by our own Ben 
Tamashiro, Co. D/100th, will be inscribed on the monument: 

An American Story 

Rising to the defense of their country 
By the thousands they came--these young Japanese American soldiers 

From Hawaii, the States, the concentration camps --
To fight in Europe and the Pacific during World War II. 

Looke.d upon with suspicion, 
Set apart and depfived of their constitutional rights, 

They nevertheless remained steadfast and served 
With indomitable spirit and uncommon valor. 

For theirs was a fight to prove loyalty. 

This legacy will serve as a sobering reminder that never again . 
Shall any group be denied liberty and the rights of citizenship. 

(Thank you, AI, for your contribution to the PPP. The unveiling is scheduled for October-of 1998 and 
we hope the powers that be will be able to coincide this event with the mini-reUnion so' that Hawaii 
folks can piggy-back a stop in LA.) 

JAPAN '97 SPECIAL 'REPORT by Stanley M. Akita 

By the time you read this, I hope that all of you Japan'97 travelers are over the so-called "jet-lag." 

Group A had a special treatment going to Japan. The entire group fr<;>m Hawaii was placed at the nose 
(the very tip) of the plane. All of us were enclosed in a section of the plan similar to first class and 
although there were three seats abreast, only two were occupied and one seat was empty. Unlike the 
economy section, we had lots of leg room and were very comfortable. For this we thank Shige Tanaka 
ofITB. 

The flight to Fukuoka (9 hours) was a little too long. However, we got to Fukuoka all in good spirits 
and were bused directly to Nagasaki. 

By the way, enroute to Fukuoka, JAL conducted a BINGO game and there were 3 winners among us-
Warren Iwai, who won a T-Shirt; Evelyn Oshiro, who won a towel, and Shigeru Inouye who won a 
deck of cards. 

Nagasaki to Kumamoto involved a bus ride and a one-hour ferry ride. The ferry was loaded with about 
six large tour buses and many personal vehicles. 

At Kumamoto, Yuki and I saw the school that her parents attended many, many years ago. 

After Kumamoto, the group was taken up Mount Aso and to the rim of the crater of the active volcano. 

After KmnaIJ1oto and Mount Aso, we arrived at Bepp'u where we got to meet· a Living Treasure of 
Japan, Mr. Hakuunsai Shiraishi, in bamboo weaving. Mr. Shiraishi opened the Bamboo Musewn 
especially for us. That was the only day that we had enough time to visit with Mr. Shiraishi. Being 
that we were from Hawaii, he opened the closed museum for us. This opportunity to meet a Living 
Treasure of Japan was due to the efforts of Mr. Koichi Dai, an Asahi Shimbun correspondent in 
Hawaii. 

5 



Also, during our stay at Beppu, some of us visited Monkey Mountain, where you can see hundreds of 
monkeys. Another was "jigoku" (hell) where there's lots of natural boiling water. They even have a 
basket of eggs to be boiled hanging in the naturally boiling water. 

After Beppu, we rode a train to Kokura at which point we transferred to the Shinkansen (Hikari) to 
Kyoto. . 

One of the highlights at I<,ycto was a special visit to Sumitomo Bank's private garden and museum. 
The garden occupies a large area beautifully manicured. We were led by the caretaker on winding 
paths through manicured pine trees and around ponds filled with koi. This garden is so private that a. 
majority of the Kyoto-ites have not seen it. The visitation to the private garden was du~ to the efforts 
of Mr. Joichi . Saito, CEO, Central Pacific Bank. Mr. Saito expressed his appreCiation to the AJA 
veterans in Hawaii for making CPB such a success in Hawaii. 

After Kyoto, our next stop was Hirakata City to take in the Chrysanthemum Dolls. Dolls that were 
actually adult size figures adorned with clothing made of chrysanthemum flowers. Very nicely done, a 
project that must have taken many days just to make up one figure. 

Then on to Katsuura and to Hotel Urashima which was the most fabulous hotel built on a tiny island. 
We had to take a three-minute "sampan" ride to the island. We had a w,onderful formal Japanese 
dinner consisting of more than 10 different dishes of food. After dinner, "Stanley's wife" and some 
other ladies of the group went to enjoy the onsen built in a cave where, you can view the ocean beyond 
while soaking in the onsen. ' 

After a restful night at Urashima we headed for Takayama, a very intimate tour known as "Little 
Kyoto" where we visited a sake brewery, a miso maker and the ever-interesting "flea"-type market 
place. 

After sampling lots of goodies at the flea market, it was on to Kurobe in the Japan Alps where the 
group experienced 10 inches of snow. We walked in the snow, some threw snowballs and took 
pictures while it was snowing. We had perfect weather so far -- no rain, and now, snow--what an 
experience it was for many of our group members. 

It was here that we met up with Group B led by Joe Muramatsu. It felt like old home week when we 
got together. 

Then, we traveled together> climbing countless stairways and riding cable cars and trams and trampling 
over the Kurobe Dam. It was snowing pretty good while we crossed the Kurobe Dam and most of us 
couldn't enjoy the scenery. One commented that "All we saw were our feet, trying to side-step water 
puddles while crossing the dam." How true. 

At Kurobe Kanko Hotel, we enjoyed another formal Japanese style dinner together with Group B. 
After dinner, we had an entertainment contest between Group A and Group B. It seemed Group A had 
more talented entertainers, so Group A won. 

We then traveled together (different buses) to Tokyo via Hakone where we viewed Mount Fuji. It was 
a beautiful and clear day with no clouds. 

The day after reaching Tokyo we parted and most of the group came home to Paradise. After traveling 
to:a far off land, "Therp.'s no place like horne." 

At Tokyo we met the most generous Club 100 member who goes by the name of Takes hi Teshima. 
Mr: Teshinia had a box of imported Belgian cookies for everybody in Groups A and B, including 
Biffa's group. On the 17th, our last day, Joe Muramatsu and wife Katherine, Kuni Fujimoto, Yuki and 
I were treated to a most elegant lunch at a very "fancy" restaurant. 

. . 
I was very happy to hear that all who were in Group A enjoyed the trip. Most of the comments were, 
"nobody grumbled." I myself was very happy that although I tried to rotate seats, it ended where 
everybody sat wherever they wanted on the bus and there was no "monku." A few asked me when the 
next trip wi1l be, as they want to sign up. 
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My comment to all of you in Group A is that is was not me, but you who made this trip such an 
enjoyable one. Any group leader would enjoy a group like you. My job was made easy because we 
had a person like Mr. Ito to assist all of us. 

I thank you all for making this trip a very memorable one. 

(Note:. Group B's report will be in the December PPP.) 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CHAPTER NEWS by June Kurisu 

The 100/442 Association luncheon on September 3 'was prepared by Chief Chef Ben Tagami' s kitchen 
and barbecue crew consisting of Jean Tagami, Elma & Mas Takahashi, Amy and Ed Nakazawa, Hank 
Hayashi, Carlos Picazo, Harry Sasaki, Kaz Yoshitake, Yuriko Morimoto, Sets & Dick Shinto, George 
Kurisu, and Robert Sugino of the Sons & Daughters. The menu was barbecued chicken and steak, com, 
on the cob, nasubi with miso sauce, rice, salad and cake. This wa" the fust meal prepared on the tabl~ 
that David Kawagoe and Frank Seto recovered with butcher block looking Formica. It's a beautiful job 
done by professionals. Our son, Leland Kurisu, purchased and donated the ml'lterial, and the hardest 
part was transporting it across town on top of our vail on a windy day. 

Club 100 is well represented in the Association for the coming year with Ben Tagami as 1st VP, Hank 
Sakato as Secretary, and Hank Yoshitake as Treasurer. Col. Young IGmreported that one-half of the 
funds needed for the Go for Broke Monument has been collected. Ground breaking is set for the 
second half of June, i998, and the formal wweiling will be held in the second half of October, 1998. 

The Festival in the Garden fund-raiser for the Monument on September 21 st was very ably MC'd by 
George Takei, with entertainment by "Hiroshima", and the buffet by Wolfgang Puck's Obachine 
restaurant. Our First Lady, Teri Fujikawa, demonstrated origami in the garden both before and after 
the program and luncheon. Club 100 filled three tables. 

Ben Tagami, May Fujita and son Wayne, Kazuko & Hank Yoshitake, Hank Hayashi, Yeiki Matsui and 
George & June Kurisu represented Club 100 at the California Military Museum's dinner honoring Col. 
Young Kim and the 100th/442ndIMIS among others. Ted Ohira did double duty as representative of the 
442nd as well as the 100th. Col. Kim looked very dashing in the same dress uniform he wore when he 
was in the Anny. Hank Yoshitake superbly outlined the history and exploits of the lOOth Inf. Bn (Sep) 
during World War II. All of the honorees got plenty of exercise mounting the platform to receive 
numerous awards from public officials. 

Fumi Sakato says that Hank is recuperating well following his angioplasty, the problems with the veins 
in his legs. following his triple by-pass surgery, and his congested lungs. Hank, get well soon-you 
are needed in the kitchen at the Hall and as secretary of the Association. 

We're off to Las Vegas on October 5th for our Mini·reunion at the Las Vegas Club. We're looking 
forward to "talk story" with our friends from Hawaii and as far away as Atlarlta, Georgia (Mike and 
Gene Doi). As usual, the hospitality room tables will be laden with donations of food and fruit and the 
matsutake gohan that is so ono. 

HAW AlI CHAPTER NEWS by Jimmy Maeda 

ISAMI "JAKO" MAYAHARA member Hawaii Chapter died on September 21, after a brief illness at 
the Hilo Medical Center. He was 85 years old at time of death. Our prayer of sympathy to Mrs. 
Sakayo Mayahara, daughters: Sandra Greggoire, Janice Bullock, Merle Mayahara of Washington State, 
Linda Mayahara of Honolulu and other relatives. Private service was held with Hawaii Chapter 
members attending. Isami worked for the University of Hawaii Experimental Station before his 
retirement. He was also a guava and tangerine farmer up at Waiakea Uka. At the August meeting of 
the Hawaii Chapter he gave each member attending a sack 'of tangerine, which he picked himself. 
Each year atthe end of the year gathering of the club, he brought boxes and boxes of tangerine, which 
he picked, as Christmas cheers for the ladies. Club 100 members who attended the funeral service 
were given boxes and boxes of tangerine as memorial gifts from the family. Jako had a warm heart for 
the members of Club 100 and their families. Our thanks to you for your generosity. We will miss you. 
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The 1997, 100th Inf. Bn. Veterans Club Mini-Reunion at Las Vegas Club, Las Vegas, Nevada hosted 
by the Southern California Chapter October 5-10 was a great success. The reunionwas well attended 
by the Hawaii members and wives and mainland members and wives. There were some first timers. 
Our thanks, arigato, and mahalo to the ladies and men who worked the hospitality room There was 
plenty to eat and drink. Our thanks to the many donors of food, fruits, drinks, and the hands that went 
to prepare the food. To Tom and Gladys Tsuda of Wyoming our thanks for the delicious matsutake 
meshi. The hospitality room was a busy place from Sunday night to Wednesday afternoon. Our 
mahalo to Ben and Jean Tagami for taking charge of the hospitality room. 

This year the fellowship with members of the different companies was better as compared to past 
reunions .. One night, I joined the Company "A," old-timers, 1st, 2nd, and 3rd replacements having 
their flashbacks of Italian and French campaigns: It was very interesting to learn about their youthful 
army days and life as members of the 100 Inf.Bn. Ben and his friend talked about their Jerome 
Relocation days and how they came to volunteer into the army. They were grateful that some older 
Buddahead from Hawaii became an older brother to help them. This writer's personal observation is 
the Southern California, 100th groups needs to look into matter of establishing archives for an oral 
history project. Don't lose your history. Do it while the men are healthy and live--it's not too late. 

Monday's golfing at Sun City Simmeflin was tough. The fairway grass wasn't cut The rough Kikuya 
grass was real difficult to come out.' Also the makule players were not able to use the gold tees. Poor 
Marshal in his excitement forgot his golf shoes and cap. It was a good thing that Amy Nakazawa's 
holo holo shoe fitted our friend's feet, therefore he was able to play. As for the hat, Marshal added 
another new hat to his collection. 

Wednesday morning golfmg was at Desert Rose, earlier and enjoyable. Surprisingly at the banquet 
Jimmy Maeda and Kazuto Shimizu co-captains, and others won the jackpot of $125. The group 
donated the money to the Southern California memorial monument fund. 

The Wednesday night banquet was a successful and entertaining affair. Our thanks to Hank Yoshitake, 
Sam Fujikawa and Ray Nosaka co-chairmen. The musical entertainment was provided by Ray and Aki 
Nosaka "Vegas Hawaiian Serenaders." As part of the serious portion of the night, Young Kim, 
.chairman of the Southern California Memorial Monument, gave a very encouraging report. He 
reported that the unveiling of the monument will probably be in October, 1998. June Kurisu, Southern 
California reporter will give us the complete good news soon. The memorial monument group is still 
looking for money to complete the project. 

The 1998, 100th Inf. Bn. Veterans, mini-reunion is scheduled for October 18, at the California Hotel 
and Casino. Please note it down on your 1998 calendar. 

Our thanks to June Kurisu for arranging the bus tours; Teri Fujikawa and Mitsi Fuchigami for the name 
t~gs;Kiyoshi Kami (City Travel Center, Honolulu)- for making the hotel and trlivel arrangements; and 
the Las Vegas Club for hosting the reunion. 

The delegation from Hawaii Chapter comprised of: President Motoyoshi and Shizue Tanaka, Takao 
and Chieko Miyao, George Taketa and Jimmy Maeda. 

MAUl CHAPTER NEWS by Tom Nagata 

Maui Chapter members observed the Annual KIA memorial Service at 2 PM Sunday, September 28, at 
the Maui Veterans Cemetery, Makawao. Long time chairman Goichi Shimanuki was in charge of the 
Service and also served as MC for the program. The Rev. Ryushin Sato of the Kahului Jodo M'ission 
was the Officiant, and chapter president Stanley Izumigawa gave the Welcome Address. There were 
25 members, 20 wives, 10 widows, and 16 next of kin in attendance. The Toshio Iwarni's were in 
charge of the refreshments that were served after the Service with Sue Gushiken, assisting. Akira 
Ishikawa and Wataru Kaneshina brought up the four large picture frames containing the pictures of the 
KIA and deceased active members since the end of WWII. Our thanks go to Mrs. Irene Nakagawa for 
her generous donation to pay for the refreshments, to Ann Takabayashi for her yearly donations of bags 
of Maui potato chips, and to Honolulu Club 100 for the beautiful bouquet of flowers, and to the rest of 
the generous people who brought pastries and flowers to the Service. 
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On Fridayevening,. Octobet 17, . members and wives enjoyed a delicious chlcken hekka dinner a~ the 
Kahului ComrnWlity Center. Group leaders and wives of 3 and 4, Akira Ishikawa, Eichi Endo'~., John 
Miyagawa's, WHlie Goo's, 'Edward Nishihara's, Edwin Nakashima's, and Mrs. Kay Saw were the 
chefs for·the dinner: There were generous donations of side dishes and pastries to load,the bUffet table. 
President lzumigawa thanked the hardworking members and wives and called on Wataru Kane~hina to 
bless the food. After dinner, Masao Sato, who is our contact man to the Maui Sons and Daughters of 
the Nisei Veterans urged the members tv donate generously toward the. fund to build the Memorial 
Ceriter. Bingo games were played with Masao Sato and Akira Ishikawa in charge. There were 23 
members, 19 wives, and 7 widows present. There will be a luncheon meeting at 11 AM, Tuesday, 
November 4 at the Tasty Crust Restaurant. A Veterans Day luau at the VFW pavilion, Kihei, at 1 PM, 
November 8. 

,',' 

RURAL CHAPTER'CHATTER .' .. by Walter Iwasa 

Ted Hamasu, our regular scribe,.is on a four of Japan and prior to leaving, he asked whether I write the 
news. 

Many times ,we are asked about our members who have not been around, and so I did some checking 
and here it is. " 

ROBERT FURUTA; HQ, C,' Dog, Rural member, is holding his own physically. He is unable to drive 
and is not steady on his feet tending to fall. He recently had pneumonia and it took 8 months to get 
over this. He doesn't get out much. He is busy dog sitting. He says "hello" to his friends. 

TSUKASA MURAMOTO of Rural and Baker is doing fine. He loves kendo and does it every chance 
he gets. He says that kendo keeps him in good shape. Working aroUnd the house keeps him busy. To 
his Baker friends, he says "hi." 

EDWARD SAITO ofHQ and Rural,who lost his wife awhile ago is doing fine. He is anemic and his 
mcmoryis' not as good as it" used to be. 'Ed saw an article by Ken Suehiro in the PPP about his 
forgetfulness and he recommends that Ken watch Channel 12 to learn what day or date today is. He 
has a ham radio station, but lately he has not communicated to his world-wide friends due to his 
memory loss. He extends greeting to all . 

. JAMES SHINTAKU of Baker and Rural has had some difficulty in moving around. The advance 
nature of his Parkinson ailment, he hasdifficuJty in swallowing and to maintain his balance. Except 
for his trip to Guam to visit.his son's family once a year, he is home with. his wife Alice who is a great 
help to him. He says "hi" to all. 

NOBUICHI MASATSUGU of B & R can move around OK. He has hearing difficulty making it hard 
to engage in conversation, and with age, he has heart murmur. He says "hello" to friends. 

JESSE HIRATA, a conscientious member. of Rural and Baker, has decided to terminate his 
membership in Club 100 due to his religious belief. He has become a member of Jehovah's Witness 
whlch requires that he terminate all his worldly connections and only belong to Jehovah world. We are 
sorry to lose Jesse from our membership. He added color to our meetings and used descriptive 
adjectives in his conversation. 

Next meeting: Friday, November 21, Westgate Shopping Center (Jerry Yamaki's), 11:00 a.m. 

CHARLIE CHAPTER NEWS by Warren Iwai 

Meeting: Another small tum out for our October 21 st meeting. Our second in a row· only 9 members 
present. The election of officers for 1998 will be held on November 17. "C" Chapter Christmas party 
will be on December 20, Saturday. 5:30 p.m. Friendship Hour, 6:00 p.m. Dinner. Cost will be $5.00 
per adult and children 12 and under, free. Parking will be available at the Ala Wai School parking lot. 
Our chef, Gary Mizushima, will not prepare the dessert, so we welcome all dessert donations. Also, 
bring any gift you want Santa to present to your grandchildren, children, or spouse. 
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Mahalo to Mrs. Amy (Nick) Nishibayashi for her generous gift of $100 to "c" Chapter in memory of 
Nick. She said, "Nevet got around to express my sincere thank you for your thoughtfulness you have 
shown to Nick and me, especially the last visit when Nick was sick." She also donated a like amount 
to Club 1 00. Amy currently resides in Chicago, Illinois. She is retired from the Board of Education 
and is doing volunteer work at her grandson's school. 

Kaoru Yonezawa reported that Thomas "Old Man" Taguchi is at the Island Nursing Home and appears 
to be in good. spirits and doing fine despite his disability. He lost both legs, but he still loves doing 
Japanese dance in a wheel chair.· Gambare. Tom. 

An unexpected bad news was received during the meeting. Isami "Jako" Mayahara of Hilo, Hawaii, 
died on September 21. He was 85 years of age. Our sincere condolences to his wife, Sakayo, and his 
daughters. Jako said he was coming to our Christmas party again and may surprise us with kaki. We 
last saw him in August at our Fun Nite at Nuuanu Onsen. So long, Jako. We will miss··you. 

On Saturday, September 27, nine members gathered at Punchbowl cemetery to place flowers at the 
graves of our comrades. Takeichi Onishi and I paired up and serviced 12 graves scattered over 4 
sections of the cemetery. This day is our communion with our old friends buried there. One particular 
comrade I remembered well is Nick Nishibayashi. Nick and I were original members of the 3rd 
platoon and later assigned to the 2nd platoon. I remember one incident when our squad was sent out 
on a reconnaissance patrol around the nose of the mountain. When the patrol had rounded the nose of 
the molliltain and we were heading back, we came under enemy small arms fire from our rear. Nick 
and I Were on the tail end of patrol and getting most of the fire. The ground was rough with snow
covered rocks which made the going tough. But, we managed to get out of danger--huffing and 
pufIing--but uninjured. I don't know why Nick had his raincoat on, but I could see that it was riddled 
with bullet holes. But, he was not wounded and so we sat down and had a good laugh. Nick was a 
congenial guy, easy to get along with, and fun to be with, a regular Lahaina Boy. 

Sunday, September 28, was our memorial day. The service was beautiful as usual. What was 
noticeable was that our numbers are dwindling fast. Twenty-eight members passed away last year out 
of which four were from Co. "C." They are Tamotsu Tom Miyoken (1st platoon), Benjamin Morimoto 
(3rd platoon), Masayoshi Nakano (1st & Co. Hq) and Arthur Shinyama (1st platoon). And now, add 
Isami "Jako" Mayahara (cook) to make it five. 

Mini-reunion report by Kazuto Shimizu: "October must be a traveler's month. Stanley Akita is taking 
his group to Japan which includes Warren and Betty Iwai. Warren, matter of factly, tells me to cover~ .. 
the mini-reunion, which he will miss. The only coverage I can give is what I see between golf games 
and the black jack tables. But I did bwnp into quite a few "C" Co's. Roy Nakamura complains that 
Maizie herself, forgets this and that. They look often toward each other and they do need each other . 

. Yoroku and Edith Ito - I believe their first mini trip. Yoroku informed me that Jerry Yamaki was with 
1'st platoon, "C" Co. until he got wounded near Lanuvio, Italy, on the approach to Rome. Jerry sez he 
was hit by a "bouncing baby" personnel mine and does not remember much details. He did express a 
desire to meet Sumio Ito, after all these years. Another "mini-mini" reunion? Carole Yamaki, 
listening from the side, sez she never hears these stories. Funny, we have to go all the way to Las 
Vegas to meet buddies living practically next door. Others - Masao and Chieko Sato from MauL 
Missing from Maui were Johnny and Willie. William and Peggy Pye from Texas were sorry to have 
missed Kazuma and Ichiko Hisanaga who had to cancel for health reasons. In the casino, I kept 
bumping into Seichi Hoashi from KauaL And we didn't miss Warren and Millie Fencl, who had been 
attending all our get-togethers. Also, met William Omoto, but missed Barbara who had to tend to her 
mother. We wish mother and daughter well. And remember Ed Kobata? He was up and spry. Other 
fonner "C" Co's - Kentoku Nakasone and his entourage, Oscar Miyashiro and family, and Sam 
Fujikawa. Pardon ifI missed anyone. 

To the mainland group who did so much for so many to enjoy - I say, thank you. 

Mike and Betty Tokunaga and family dropped in to the Las Vegas Club on Thursday to meet those of 
us who had not yet left for home." 

. My wife Betty and I made the trip to Japan with the Akita group. Our itinerary took us to Fukuoka, 
Nagasaki, Kumamoto, Beppu, Kyoto, Katsuura, Takayama, Omachi, and Tokyo. It was a pleasant and 
enjoyable trip, thanks to Stanley Akita and his committee and our tour guide, "Kojack" Ito. The 
following on the tour had connection with Co. "C:" Stanley and Yukie Akita, Warren and Betty Iwai, 
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Ian and Eda Kinnear, John and Lillian Miyagawa, Masao and Elma Takahashi and Steve and Edna 
Goya. Where do the Kinnears fit in? Well, the first company commander of Co. '~C" 100th Inf. Bn. 
(Sep) was Captain Charles A. Brenaman and Eda Kinnear is his daughter. She is a retired school 
teacher. Ian and Eda are living on Mau! -- they are interesting and wonderful people. Masao 
Takahashi from LA chapter joined Charlie Co. in France. Edna Goya is Masao's sister-in-law and 
Steve is her husband. John Miyagawa was the platoon sergeant of 2nd platoon in the Cassino battle 
and earned a Silver Star ·medal for his leadership and bravery. Another member with Co. "C" 
connection is Shigeru Inouye. He was a'medic and was attached to Co. "C" in the Cassino battle where 
he was wounded. We saw many beautiful scenes of the mountains, rivers, and fields, but the one that I 
enjoyed the most was the Suniitomo Garden in Kyoto. It was a scene of peace and serenity -- where I 
just felt relaxed, calm, and in harmony. There are 300 pine trees (red Pine) planted here and around the 
perimeter of the pond I noticed clusters of 3,5, 7, and 9 trees. The huge ko; swam leisurely around the 
pond which received fresh water from a strearn: The back-drop to the entire garden was the evergreen 
mountain -- no wires or power lines to mar the site. Walking through the garden, I told Betty, "You 
know what? Sumio Ito would really have enjoyed this garden." 

NEXT MEETING: November 17 -- be there for the election of officers. 

DOG CHAPTER NEWS by Helen Nikaido 

"Biffa':MIDi~chi I S One Puka PukaIHokkaido Tour 
We left Honolulu International Airport on September 30, 1997 (Tuesday), via JAL FIt 59 at 9:40 am 
bound for Hokkaido. Arrived at Chitose airport October 1st (Wednesday). After entry procedures we 
were met by JTB guide Rudy Yamashita. Transferred to the city of Asahikawa. 

October 2nd-Our bus guide was Akemi Horuna from Hokkaido, very personable and knowledgeable. 
We had a full day. Excursion to Sounkyo gorge, visiting "obak.o" and "kobak.o." The walk from 
"obako" to "kobako". was about 30 minutes but I think it took me 45 minutes or more. Visited 
Kawamura Kaneto Ainu Memorial Musewn. 

October 3rd-Left Asahikawa for Wakkanai. After a scenic 4 1/2 hour drive transferred by. ferry to 
Rebu Island. We stayed at this unique hotel. The rooms were nice but no basin, no toilet in the room 
At the end of the hall, there were 6 basins (3 on each side) like a trough with mirrors, 1 Western toilet 
and 2 Japanese toilets. Two big baths downstairs, one for men and one for women .. We managed and 
it wasn't bad, we didn't have to stand in line. We were the only guests at the hotel so we had the run of 
the place. At least we had a good delicious dinner and breakfast. 

October 4-Sightseeing in Rebun Island, visiting Cape Sukoton, Motochi Coast and Momiwa and 
enjoying the real beauty of Mother Nature, the rolling knolls with grazing black cows. Rebu Island is 
31 sq. miles, has 1 town, livelihood is fishery, konbu, sea urchins, abalone, etc. Boarded the ferry to 
Reshire Island. Reshire island, 70 sq. miles, 2 towns, is a circular island with Mt. Reshire as it's focal 
point. This popular mountain is called the Mt. Fuji of the Reshire Island. Visited Lake Himenuma and 
Cape Kutsugata Park. Transfer to ferry to Wakkanai. While driving along the coastline of Wakkanai, 
Akemi-san points out rock formations resembling animals, faces, etc. The Japanese have terrific 
imaginations. 

October 5-Sightseeing in and around Wakkanai visiting Cape Noshappu, Noshappu aquarium which 
features 2500 fishes of various species. The Centennial Memorial Tower rising 70 meters high stands 
in the park commemorating the pioneers of Wakkanai. Cape Soya is the northern most pint of Japan. 
On a clear day one can see the Russian Island of Sakhalin in the far off distance. The weather was nice 
but it was cold. 

October 6-Left Wakkanai for Sapporo (Sapporo means in Ainu language "sato poro" wide area). 
Caught the local bus to Otaru. 

October 7-0taru is a lively port city with stone warehouses and other Meiji era bui1dings lining its 
canals. Visited the morning market place, Kitaichi Glass gallery, Musical museum. From the port of 
Otaru we went on a boat cruise which was supposed to be refTeshing but it turned out to be very rough 
and choppy that we could only go one way, Akemi-san had to have the bus pick us up. I think she 
couldn't take it. 
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October8-Sapporois the capital of Hokkaido with population; of 1,750,00.0. ~ightseeing included TV 
tower, Odori Park, the. campus of the Hokkaido University, clock tower building, "Nij 0 Ichiba," 
interesting but noisy market place, Hitsujigaoka Plateau, an area lines with cottonwood trees a peaceful 
meadowland a grazing ground for different breed of livestock mostly sheep (Hitsuji) and Hoheikyo 
Dam. We had lunch (Ghenkis-Kan barbecue) at the Sapporo Beer Garden. Did our own cooking on 
the grill; lamb, vegetable which was real "ono." 80 much to eat and drink (beers, oolong tea, juice). 
By the time we finished, we smelled like lamb. After lunch while we were browsing at the market 
place, "Pro" was rushing looking for the "john;" ran in an office to borrow, Alex went in a hotel, 
"China" couldn't wait, ran to a parking garage building and at the side of the building relieved himself. 
In case he denied doing it, I took a snapshot; the attendant scolded me telling me what I was doing. I 
told him he was making "shi-shi," he saw "China" emerging and apologizing, started to smile. 

October 9-All day free at leisure. "Opu" took us to the Sapporo factory where many shops are located 
and to the underground shopping mall. 

October 1 O-Left Sapporo for Jozankei and visited the Jozankei Bear ranch. Lake Toya via Mt. Usu and 
rode the ropeway. At Noboribetsu visited the Jigokudani (Hell Valley). Way back when we were 
there, we walked between columns of steam rising from numerous fissures and rocks of the crater. It is 
too dangerous so now they have a path where you go around. Smell of the sulfur was overpowering, 
worse then rotten eggs. I had a glimpse of what Jigoku will be. 

Octoberl1-Left Noboribetsu for Lake Shikotsu to visit the beautiful caldera lake among soaring cliffs. 
The deep blue 'water never freezes. We observed at Chitose river. the American Indian type waterwheel 
used to trapsrumon sWimming up the river. Proceed,to'Chitose airport to board our JAL flight to 
Tokyo for Shiba Park Hotel, our home away from home for the next three nights. Here on we were on 
our own, but "Opu" took us to 8hinjuku to see the new Takashimaya Department store which opened a 
year ago. Fabulous. Had tempura lunch in Asakusa, browsing after lunch in Asakusa and had a boat 
ride~nihe 8umida-gawa. next day went to Tsukiji and to the Ginza to do more shopping. For lunch 
"Opu;' took us to this yakitori restaurant. The yakitori and the kama-meshi was "ono," broke the 
mouth. 

October 14-80 ended our enjoyable and memorable trip as we boarded Fit 76 bound for Honolulu. 
"'.: 

Whenever there are rio meals included (lunch, dinner) "Opu'? would take us all to find a place to eat. 
he really took care of us. One night in Asahikawa "Opu" invited us all to his room to. celebrate 
Frances' birthday. He bought all the food, dessert, too (China's mango bread was all shipped ,to 
Tokyo). Frances was surprised and happy. ," 

One night we were tootiredto go out to eat so I suggested each one buy bento at the department store 
and they were welcome to come to my room rather then eat alone. We got together and it was good 
because we didn't have to clean the leftovers. 

There were eleven us' including the ITB guide, Rudy Yamashita, our escort Kazuo "Opu" Hiranaka, 
Alex and Taeko Fujise, Frances Dahlquist (Mrs. Hasegawa's sister from the mainland), Satsuyo 
Hasegawa, Fred Kanemura, Helen Nikaido, Takayuki "Pro" Tanaka, Sadame Tsuda, and Richard 
"China" Yamashina. Our sincere thanks and appreciation to "Opu" for going out of his way to take 
care of us despite his "bum" knee. To Mr. Aikow and Mr. Sugiyama of Shiba park Hotel many thanks 
in making our stay at Shiba Park Hotel a pleasant one. 

Dog Chapter Christmas party is scheduled for December 21, 1997, at the Clubhouse, 1 ;00 PM to 4:30 
PM. 
Happy Hour ...................................... I :00 PM 
Children's Program .......................... 2:30 PM 
Di'nner .............................................. 3:30 PM 
Clean-up .......................................... 4:30 PM 
Gifts~Children's gift should not exceed $10.00. 

Please be sure to write the child's name on gift. 
Cost ...................................... AduIts $5.00 

Children over 16 $2.50 
Children below 15 FREE 

Donations are we]comed--pupus, desserts, door prizes, lucky number prizes 
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, . 
CHAIRMAN Conrad Tsukayama 
Children's Program Harada Family 
Adults Program Tsukayama Family 
Parking will be available at Ala Wai School. 

Met Stanley Akita's group A & B at the Shiba Park Hotel as they checked in on the 13th. Among 
them were Dog Chapter ladies Florence. Mitsunaga and Mildred Yoshida. Didn'tget to see Keri' 
Mitsunaga. 

CLUB 100 REMARKS National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific SEPTEMBER 28~ 1997 

"My name is Jeffrey Bernardino. I am standing in for our Director Mr. Castagne~i who, along with 
other employees is in Washington D.C. to receive a'Customer Service Award. Mr. Castagnetti asked 
me tO,deliver his prepared remarks. 

, , ' 

"On behalf of the Secretary of Veterans Affairs the Honorable Hershel Gober and the National 
Cemetery System, Welcome to your National Shrine. 

"As a member of an exclusive Veterans club organization you have shared sorrows, hopes, dreams and 
joys for over 50 years since the end of WWII. That represents over one';fourth of this nation's 
existence -- that you Americans have made a significant contribution to peace in this world. 

"All this time, and prior to World, War II you considered yourself first of alL.Americans!! You 
endured the great depression, WW n, and madea huge leap toward equality for all the races in your 
lifetime. You emerged morally stronger principle-centered men and women of strong character. 
Image building and celebrityship were not your goals, but contributing to your Nation was the goal you 
achieved. 

"After WWII and the for the next 50 years you worked hard providing your children and grandchildren 
the 'most education and financial advantage of any generation on earth. Those of us who have gained 
wisdom know that those two elements are not enough for happiness. 

"This missing element is the building of character! Unfortunately some schools of thought in our 
society solicit us to see the Big Picture, to think Globally, but our once economic house is no longer 
stUrdy. We are asked to think about issues outside the Family, but our divorce rate increases to 50 
percent. We are asked to make worldly decisions as our neighbors are tom by racial strife. This 
Global thinking has not bound us together. These actions have driven a wedge between many people 
by emphasizing professional, ethnic and cultural differences instead of celebrating our commonalties as 
Americans!! It is the small neighborhood--community actions that are necessary to build good 
character in the next generation of people, not Global philosophy. 

"As members, of the Club 100, you have traveled the road to maturity longer than any of us. You 
remember, and you know the element that bound you aJ.l together during WW II was the "Solidarity" 
that you considered yourselves, First and Foremost Americans. A blend of cultures equally respected, 
"a melting pot." Unlike the progressive thinkers of today who advocate and encourage ethnic diversity 
of groups to coexist as separate cultures in this nation, you recognized we all need to blend in together 
and make decisions based on sound principles. You know there is nothing new under the sun in terms 
of human problems, and that solution to these problems were found in Universal Principles of Truth, 
Justice, Fairness and personal Accountability. 

"We need to return to times when the parents were the center of attention in the 'f<m1ily"not the 
chlldren." Where principle is more important than expediency. Where merit is more important than 
being well connected. Where good character is more important than celebrityship. 

"Once again we must learn lessons from you! It is time we the beneficiaries of your sacrifice, pay less 
attention to ourselves, our new technology, our new management styles, new images, and pay more 
attention to the legacy we will leave behind for our children and learn from the Legacy - YOU -
members of the Club 100 have left to us. 

"The question is can we as you have done, make a difference to the Nation? Make a difference in the 
world? 
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"Y ou have taught the world it is not the color of your skin, but the merit of your character that corrects 
the injustices of society and makes a difference in the world -- a legacy we the beneficiaries of your 
struggle must remember. 

"Welcome and God Bless You."" 

IOOTH INFANTRY BATTALION MEMORIAL ADDRESS by Richard Halloran 

"Mayor and Mrs. Harris, Consul General Amae, Distinguished Guys, Families of those Killed in 
Action, Brave Soldiers of the 100th Infancy Battalion I remember Pearl harbor as if it were yesterday. 
I remember the day President Roosevelt died. I remember, the day President Kennedy was shot down 
in Dallas. As a news correspondent and sometime eye witness to history, I remember an assassination 
in Korea, a terrorist bombing in Japan, the wrath of an angry mob in Indonesia. 

"Some days are seared into our minds even if they happened nearly a lifetime ago. For the veterans of 
the 100th Infantry Battalion, September 29,1943, surely must have been one such day. For it was then 
that the first of your number, Shigeo Takata and Keichi Tanaka, were killed in action. From that day 
until April 28, i 945, when William Taketa was the last of this brotherhood to die in battle, a long line 
of Japallese-Americansgave up all of their tomorrows so that every American might be free today. It 
is especially fitting that the families of those who made the supreme sacrifice of our country should be 
with us today in this sacred and serene place. And I am deeply privileged to be among you for this 
stirring and beautiful service to honor the memories of your fallen warriors. 

"Even as we gather here to remember those who died in war or later in peace, we should treasure the 
lives of those who returned from the battlefields of Europe to build a better America and a better 
Hawaii. In particular, the courage of those who were wounded and maimed has served as an 
inspiration as they have risen above adversity to enrich the lives of all of us. 

"In careers, from the ranks of this battalion have. come political leaders and civil servants, farmers and 
skilled craftsmen, lawyers and judges, teachers and professors, soldiers, doctors and dentists, business 
executives and entrepreneurs, labor leaders, actors and artists, musicians, and of all things, even a 
writer or two. Beyond that, many of you have engaged in volunteer work for years, often behind the 
scenes, an illustration of civic duty that has, unhappily, become all too rare in modern American life. 

"Altogether, you have left ~ mark on our nation and state, you have made a difference, you have made 
us a finer people. The devotion that earned you so many decorations on the battlefield has carried over 
into your commitment to your work and to your community and to your families. Just as the slogan 
"Remember Pearl Harbor" that you so gallantly chose for the battalion's color was right, so the motto 
"For Continuing Service" reflects a lifetime of dedication for which all Americans should say: "Well 
done." 

"In the short time I have come to know members of the Club 100, I have seen a legacy carried on by 
your sons and daughters and into the next generation in your grandchildren. I can find no better words 
to express that legacy than those of Ann Ishida-Ho, who addressed you two years ago. She said: 'Your 
gift to us, your daughters and sons, to your family and future generations, is a sense of security and 
belief that the rights, privileges, and responsibilities of Americans would never be denied to us. We 
will not have to suffer in silence the humiliation, anger, and frustration that our parents and 
grandparents experienced fifty years ago. ' 

"In the same vein, my respect~d friend, Allen Ono, the first Japanese-American to become a lieutenant 
general in the United States Anny, delivered an eloquent testimonial when he retired at Fort Shafter 
several years ago. He said: 'The soldiers of the 100th Infantry Battalion and the 442nd Regimental 
Combat Team paved the way so that those who followed would be judged on their merits, not by the 
color of their skin nor the shape of their eyes.' Later, when I recalled those words to General Ono, he 
added: 'I always knew whose showders I was standing on.' 

"I would inject here a word of caution. Is the struggle for equality and against discrimination over? 
Sadly, no, I don't think so. If! may draw from my own Irish heritage, John Curran of Dublin said in 
1790: "The condition upon which God hath given liberty to man is eternal vigilance." Two hundred 
and some years later, his words still ring true and none of us should be complacent. Freedom, 
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democracy,justice, equality, and a sense of fair play need constantly to be nourished by all Americans, 
whether they be of Japanese or Irish or any other heritage. 

"Thus I would like to enter a please from one who likes to think of himself as a friend of the Club 100 
family: Please do not let your legacy evaporate. Your story should be known and preserved for 
posterity. Some of it has already been told in books and articles. But there is more and it will be 
remembered best if you tell it. The portrait of your service will' be a vision for. your children and your.· 
children's children and the illumination of your noble deeds will set a high standard for all Americans. 
For you who have given so much to our country, this maybe your remaining duty, and I respectfully 
commend it to you. 

"That brings us back to the reason we have come together, to render our respects to the honored dead 
who gave that most precious gift, their lives, to our country. We know they have not died in vain 
because of what you have done with your lives--and what those who come after you will do to carry on. 
your traditions. Nor, ina very real sense, have they gone who fell so many years ago in the mountains 
ofItaly and the forests of France. They will be with us so long as we hold their spirits in our hearts and . 
our remembrance of them does not fade. For it is written by the poet Jane Wallace Young (1933-
1996): 

Do not stand at my grave and weep. 
I am not there. I do not sleep. 
I am a thousand winds that blow; 
I am the diamond glints on snow. 
I am the sunlight of ripened grain; 
I am the gentle autumn's rain. 
When you awaken in the morning's hush, 
I am the swift uplifting rush 
Of quiet birds in circled flight. 
I am the soft stars that shine at night. 
Do not s~d at my grave and cry. 
T am not there. 
r did not die. 

"May the Creator of us all bless you and keep you and your families; may He bless and keep all of us 
in this wondrous land we call America." 

FCOMPANYNEWS by Kenneth Riga 

On Saturday morning, September 27, Kiyoko Aoki, Yasuto Furusho, Michael Hamamoto, Ted 
Hamasu, Kenneth Higa, Seiso Kamishita, Satoshi Kashimoto, Jane Kawaguchi, Charles Nishimura, 
Tadao and Helen Seo, Mataki Takashita, and Hakaru Taoka showed up at Punchbowl to help decorate 
the graves of our departed comrades and spouses. Later, we went to Wisteria Restaurant for lunch. 
Too bad, Yasuto Furusho and Ted Hamasu were not able to join the gang due to other commitments. 
We enjoyed the lunch, and more importantly, the opportunity to fellowship with each other. 

Special thanks to the following: Hayato Tanaka for taking time from his busy schedule to ship the 
flowers; Ted Hamasu for picking up the flowers at the airport and for decorating the graves at Moiliili 
Cemetery, Nuuanu Memorial Park, and Soto Mission of Hawaii; and Tadao and Helen Seo of Kailua 
for detouring on their way home to Kaneohe to decorate the graves at Hawaii Memorial Park and 
Hawaii State Veterans Cemetery. 

In the October 3 issue of The Hawaii Herald, there was a brief article about the lao Congregational 
Church of Wailuku, Maui for winning the Pono Award from the Hawaii Conference United Church of 
Christ Ministry for Christian Justice. Lillian Maeda, a long time member, was greatly instrumental in 
her church being honored with the award for promoting peace and righteousness in the Ministry and 
community. She did the legwork of gathering the infonnation about the' Church, and completed the 
necessary fonns to compete for the award. Congratulations, Lillian, for a job well done. 

On October 1st, Ted a:ld Kitty Hamasu left for Japan with the Club 100 Tour group A led by Stanley 
Akita, while Yasuto and Helen Furusho left with group B led by Club President Joe Muramatsu on 
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October 2nd. Since members of other chapters who wert~ in groups A and B will be writing about the 
tours, I will just mention that the Furusho's and Hamasu's enjoyed the trip. 

On October 5th, Charles and Ethel Nishimura left for Las Vegas with the Club 100 group for the mini
reunion. Charles ~ent with high hopes of recouping the loss from their trip three months ago, but 
instead made a deposit again. Nevertheless, they had a wonderful time, and Charles still has high 
hopes of~inning on their next trip to Last Vegas before the end of the year. 

Hideshi Niimi is still not up to par, but is feeling a bit better than last month. Hope it won't be too 
long before he can be w.ell enough to come out to club meetings etc. 

Quotes: We know of one neighbor who bakes what is aptly named a sponge .cake. She borrows the 
milk. She borrows the eggs. She borrows the sugar. . 

The ideal after-dinner speech consists of five words: "I will take the check." 

The ideal spouse is someone who has an ideal spouse. 

KAUAI CHAPTER NEWS by Tsugi Takemoto 

Just as State Senator Matt Matsunaga was making his closing remarks, daughter Hannah peeked over 
the speaker's stand to look at the audience. This was not the ending planned by Matt as he made 
remarks about his father's stories and had touched on the lighter side of the 100th Infantry battles. 

The wreath was laid by the widows of those who had fought the battles. Chizue Teshima and Grace 
Morimoto carried the wreath with Kazue Kawamoto, Renee Moritsugu, and Tokiko Yoshida. "Taps" 
was played by John Schroeder of the US Navy stationed at the Pacific Missile Range Facility. 

Immediately following the memorial service, the Dedication Service was held at the flowering shower 
tree planted in honot of the late Senator Sparky Matsunaga. Edward Kawamura, President of the 
Kauai Veterans Council gave the following dedication remarks: 

Comrades, honored guests, ladies and gentlemen, we are meeting on this occasion to 
dedicate this memorial plaque to the late U.S. Senator Sparky Matsunaga. Though we 
might assemble here to recount the glorious character of his achievements in the magic 
words of vivid phraseology, we must remember that language fails and forms are nothing 
when substance is gone. But memory will help us never to lose the spirit that animated 
him in his struggle to sublime achievement. The Jights which he has kindled should serve 
but to illuminate the path before. It is given to us who remain after his victory to carry on 
the noble work he has committed to us. 

Why should we mourn for those who slumber? Their epitaphs are written in the grandest 
history of the ages. Before them will reverently pass the procession of the centuries. Our 
service here should be a love service of prayer and praise, that out of the heroic memories 
of the past we should draw new inspiration of patriotism and find new ardor for the 
preservation of the free institutions which came to us through baptism of fire and blood. 

There by virtue of the achievements here presented, we dedicate this memorial to the 
sacred and exalted memory of the late U.S. Senator Sparky Matsunaga and may our lives 
be worthy of the heroic deeds here commemorated. 

In addition to the dedication on the plaque, the following poem written by Sparky is inscribed: 

TO SEEK OUT THE WRONG 
IS ONL Y HALF THE TASK: 

TO SET IT RIGHT 
IS THE TOUGHER HALF 

Matt chose the poem from among his father's writings. Helene Matsunaga, widow, and our Gold Star 
Mother Mrs. Y oshi Minami helped dig the first holes when the tree was dedicated. 

16 



This was the largest crowd that gathered to attend the Memorial Service and introduction were made 
for representatives of the 442nd veterans, Military Intelligence Service, Military Order of Purple Heart, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Disabled American Veterans, and Vietnam Veterans. It was good to see 
Kazu Mizuno who carried his oxygen apparatus and Kelly Fujimoto. We have missed you two. 

A meeting is planned forSunday, November 2, 1997, at Sizzlers in Waipouli. Mako said it couldn't be 
sooner as he was headed for Vegas· and that seems like two trips in October as he, Lillian, and Kazu 
and Norma Senda went to the mini-reunion early on. Of course, he could be hitting the right jackpot. 
We shall have a report from our group of ladies who are planning our Christmas luncheon: Doris 
Shimabukuro, Mildred Iwai, Dorothy Matsushige, Yoshie Nishio, and Kazue Kawamoto. Let's all 
come out for the last meeting of the year. 

NEWS FROM HEADQUARTERS 

Fred Takahashi couldn't attend the luncheon after the memorial service, but those who did attend had a 
nice time and a fine lunch. 

This HQ report will be short. All those not named were not home to answer my phone call... Yoshito 
Aimoto has been hospitalized and he is still hospitalized at this writing. No visitors, please. Doris will 
not tell what is wrong, and since there can be no visitors, just talk to Doris. 

I'm so absent-minded that I cannot remember who else I called up and found out was also hospitalized. 
Sorry to that HQ member, about my loss of memory. 

I called Tom Nosse, no answer. He may have been in Japan. Ikurna was also not at horne. I'm getting 
fed up, I guess I'll just quit. 

Thanks for reading my rambling. Take care and stay well. 

BAKER CHAPTER NEWS . by Bernard S • ..Akamine 

17 members attended the September Chapter meeting. Our Treasurer was absent, so no financial 
report, again. 

For the October Chapter meeting, 15 members were present and, again, our Treasurer was a no-show, 
so there is no report on our finances. The reason I attend the Chapter meetings is the bread pudding 
that China bakes, but there was no bread pudding for this meeting because China said he was 
recuperating from his orient tour. 

My assignment on the Memorial Service Committee was to arrange for an incense. offering station. 
Discussing this matter with Mr. David Fujishige, Vice President of Hosoi Garden Mortuary, he gladly 
agreed to loan us the use of an incense burner, not the four-legged table-height kind, but a bronze urn 
which makes it easier to transport. My dilemma was to find a small-enough table to hold the bronze 
urn and the containers to hold the powdered incense. It also had to fit in my car. My brains nowadays 
are always in low gear and trying to solve this problem was agonizing, so I finally twned to my better 
half and asked her for solutions. She gave an instant reply--use the folding TV table. Under my breath 
I said, "What a brilliant idea." Problem solved. Have to give the wife credit sometime, eh? 

Incidentally, Hosoi Garden Mortuary donated the incense and the use of the bronze urn. Mr. Fujishige 
made a special effort to be in his office at 7:30 a.m. that Sunday, enabling me to pick up the equipment. 

P.S. regarding the Memorial Service: The decorating of the graves on the same morning of the 
memorial service is getting to be a little too much for us old farts--the distance is the same in feet as it 
always has been, but it seems to be farther and farther and harder and harder. It think we should 
decorate the graves on a Saturday morning, say at 10 a.m. and take it slow and easy and go for 1unch 
afterwards -- or get help from our sons and daughters to take over? 

My coffee-break friend gave me a clipping from a magazine published in Texas where his daughter 
lives. It's something like the Honolulu Magazine we have here, so it's not a national publication. But, 
they ran an article on the 100thl442nd. It was interesting to note that they explained the word Nisei as 
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meaning children of Japanese immigrants. In a subsequent issue, the following letter to the editor and 
a photo ?fNisei s~ldiers was included: 

I was particularly interested in the September article that included the story of the U.S. 
100thl442nd Regimental Combat Team,composed of Nisei (children of Japanese 
immigrants). You see, I was there--a member of the "Texas" 36th Division~-when the 
,100thl4'42nd broke through to rescue us. I and all of the men of the 36th are and will 
always be 'deeply indebted to the men of the 100thl442nd. Thank you for including that 
event in the story. Harold L. Ring, Bentonville, Arkansas. 

BAKER CHAPTER CHRISTMAS PARTY 

DATE: "-J Sunday, December 14, 1997 
TIME: 4:30 - 5:30 PM - Children's hour and Friendship Hour 

5:30 - 6:30 PM - Dinner 
COST: $5 ~ Adults and children 13 and over 

$3 - Children 6 to 12 years of age 
Free - Children under 5 years of age 

PARKING: Ala Wai School Parking Lot from 4:00 p.m. 

The Sons and Daughters are planning some terrific activities so DON'T BE LATE. Bring a gift for 
each of your children. Keep the cost below $10. Write the child's name in BOLD LETTERS so that 
Santa and his helpers will be able to read the names. 

Robert Aoki has again consented to be the chef. So that no one will go hungry, will you please let us 
know you are planning to come by calling Rikio Tsuda at 262-8285, Sonsei Nakamura at 737.1027, or 
Harry Katahara at 538-6434. DONATIONS OF DOOR PRIZES, DESSERTS, ETC., WILL BE 
GREATLY APPRECIATED. 

Conrad Kurahara will not be able to be Santa Claus as he recovers from his illness .. Hope you continue 
to make good progress, Conrad. Harry Katahara volunteered to be Santa again, and Aki Nosaka will 
be Mrs. Claus. (No worry, Ray, it's all shibai and for the kids' sake.) 

Sons and Daughters 

Mahalo to ..... Kow Ito for his donation of $1 00 to the Sons and Daughters 
Gary Nakayama for his donation of $25 to the Sons and Daughters 

Memorial Service 

A big MAHALO to all the sons and daughters who came out to help by placing flowers on the graves, 
ushering, helping with refreshments, parking and many other tasks. It was very touching to meet the 
families of the KlAs also. 

Membership Dues 

Don't forget to send in your membership dues. Your name will be taken off our mailing list at the end 
of the year if dues are not received by then. We have many upcoming activities and we would like 
you to participate in them. 

CLUB 100 SUPPORT SOUGHT FOR LABOR'S HOLIDAY PROJECT by Karleen Chinen 

We thank Club 100 President Joe Muramatsu and the Club 100 Board of Directors for endorsing the 
club's participation in the Holiday Project, and for allowing us to share some information about it with 
Club 100 members. Because of the limited space in this issue, we will be sharing more information in 
the December issue. We hope you can help us with at least one aspect of the project which is wrapping 
250 boxes with holiday wrapping paper. The boxes will be filled with food items for needy families. 
We will provide all the material. We need your kokua on Wednesday, December 10, at the Clubhouse 
from 9 a.m. There will be a sign~up sheet at the Clubhouse. If you have a favorite pair of scissors, 
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plepe bring that to use. Refreshments and lunch will be provided. More details and other ways that 
you can help thls project will be in the December PPP. In the mean time, please feel free to call me ~t -
543~2249 if you have any questions. -

ABLE CHAPTER NEWS by Tommy Nishioka 

Happy Halloween to all the Able Chapter members and to the families. Well, the Memorial Service 
has come and gone and once again Able was assigned the responsibility of sitting the dignitaries under 
the canopy. Of course if it wasn't for our hard working Executive Secretary, [ wouldn't have 
accomplished the task that was assigned to me, thank you Drusilla. 

The highlight of the program was the Master of Ceremonies. He is Kenneth Fukunaga, son of our Able 
member, Mr. Ralph Fukunaga. Kenneth did a magnificent job and we are truly proud of him. Maybe, 
we may have to ask Kenneth to MC the 1998 Service again. 

The mini-reunion at Las Vegas was a tremendous success. Boy, when you talk about hospitality, you 
can't beat the "kotonks." Ben and Jean Tagami and their helpers had so much food that you could 
serve thet.ntire group for the duration of the reunion. Thank you Ben and the rest of the LA. group. 

Able Chapter members don't forget that our Christmas party will be on December 6, 1997. It was nice 
to see Isamu Inouye back at our meeting -after a long absence due to unfortunate circumstances. 
"Isham" is almost back to normal. Hopefully Tadayosai Sato can recover from his illness soon. 

Start the Christmas season with A Chapter's Christmas party: 

AB-LE CHAPTER CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Saturday, December 6,1997 

PLACE 
TIME 

MENU 
COST 

Club 100 Clubhouse, 
Cocktails: 5:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
Dinner: 6:00 p.m. 
Buffet, pizza for children 

All Adults - $10.00 
Children under 12 --- Free! 

PARKING 
ENTERTAINMENT 

DONATIONS WELCOMED 

Ala Wai School Parking Lot 
Games and Door Prizes Galorel 
Door Prizes, Beer, Dessert, Soda, etc. 

GENERAL CO-CHAIRPERSONS: Miss Louise Morikawa 
Mr. Richard Ishimoto 

HELPERS:. Sons and Daughters, Grandchildren of Able Chapter 
We will be having grab bags for the children. Please purchase an item, not exceeding 
$10 and label it with the child's name and bring It to the party. 

x x XX XX x x x XX XX X XX X X X XXX X 

*You may either send in your check or pay at the November meeting. 

YES, I will attend the Able Chapter Christmas Party 

NUMBER OF ADULTS ____ _ x $10.00 = $ -----

NUMBER OF CHILDREN UNDER 12 __ = $_free_ 

TOTAL PAYMENT = $ ___ ~ 
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CLUB 100 NOVEMBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

ABLE ..................................... Saturday, November 29 ................. 8 a.m .............................. Lounge 
--BAKER .................................. Saturday, November 15 ................. 1 p.m ............................. Lounge ..... 

CHARLIE ............................. Monday, November 17 .................. 10 a.m ..................... Turner Hall 
DOG ...................................... Saturday, November 15 ................. 8 a.m ..................... Board Room 
HQ 
HAWAII ............................... Thursday, November 20 ........................... AJA Vet Memorial Hall 
MAUI .................................... Tuesday, November 4 .................... 11 a.m .. Tasty Crust Restaurant 
RURAL ................................. Friday, November 21. ..................... 11 a.m. Westgate Shopping Ctr 
KAUAI.. ................................ Sunday, November 2 ........................................... Sizzler's Waipouli 
BOARD ................................. Friday, November 14 ...................... 10 a.m ................... Board Room 
S&D BOARD ........................ Friday, November 21 ...................... 7 p.m .................... Board Room 
GREEN mUMB ................. Monday, November 3 .................... 10 a.m ..................... Tumer Hall 
SERVICE PROJECT ............ Wednesday, December 10 ............. sta~ting at 9 a.m .... Turner Hall 

J:LMU! ! ! Public showing of the film, "Beyond Barbed Wire" scheduled for November 8, at 
6 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. at the USS Arizona Visitor Center. 

Collating for the December Issue will be on THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 8:30 a.m . ..
.,..,. Baker and Rural Chapters will be responsible for the manpower and refreshments (R). 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING NEWS WILL BE ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 1997. 

A Thanksgiving thought: We take for granted what we have and grumble about 
what we lack. We are more troubled by the few who have more than we do than 
by the many who have less. 

The Clubhouse Office will be closed on Thursday and Friday, Noventber 27 and 28, in 
observance of the Thanksgiving Holiday. The Clubhouse and Lounge will be open 8 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. 

Club 100 
Veterans of the lOOth Infantry Battalion 
520 Kamoku Street 
Honolulu HI 96826 .. 5120 

NOVEMBER 1997 ISSUE 

20 

Non Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAlD 
Honolulu HI 

Pennit No. 158 




