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lOOT" INFANTRY BATTALION VETERANS CLUB 

MONTHLY NEWS 

FROM THE EDITORS' PUKA by Ray Nosaka 

The time has come when we must all put our minds (and pocketbooks) together to help our brothers in 
California to complete this WWII Veterans Memorial Monument. The groundbreaking date has been 
set for April 5, 1998 with hopes that the monument dedication can take place in October just prior to 
the Mini reunion. There is an imminent plea going out to raise the necessary money. Every dollar is 
crucial, therefore all members, widows, sons and daughters should seriously take this urgent request 
into consideration. Let us not allow this project to vanish because of an apparent lack of funds. 

I urge the Club 100 Board of Directors to make a substantial contribution now on behalf of the Club. 
This beautiful "Go For Broke" monument will remain forever. Our children, grandchildren. and the 
children for generations to come will be proud when they see this historical monument which will 
record our accomplishments. 

April is just a few months away, and it is imperative that we all do our part to keep this legacy alive. 
This very special monument will be the first in the United States to commemorate the heroic role of the 
100th Infantry Battalion. 4420d Regimental Combat Team, the Military Intelligence Service, and other 
Japanese-American men and women who served overseas. Every gift, large or small, brings all 
Americans closer to an understanding of their constitutional rights. 

To date, volunteers have donated 58,000 hours of service to the operation of this foundation and the 
monument project. ' 

Time is ofthe essence. Let us all do our part now!. 

The office has been receiving inquiries regarding the 1998 Mini-Reunion and the pre-reunion plans for 
the Dedication and the Unveiling of the Memorial Monument to take place on October 17, 1998. 
Please watch for detailed information and the options to be offered in the April issue. The actual 
dates for the mini-union in Las Vegas will be October 18 -22. 

The editors wish to thank Drusilla Tanaka and the PPP volunteers for printing and collating the 
December issue while we were away on tour. Also, we would like to wish you all a very HAPPY 
AND HEAL THY NEW YEAR! 

DECEMBER AND JANUARY BOARD IDLITES by President Joe Muramatsu 

At the December 1997 meeting, we elected new officers for 1998: 
President Joe Muramatsu (B) 
1st Vice President Don Matsuda (A) . 
2nd Vice President Hajime Yamane (B) 
Secretary/Treasurer Arthur Tamashiro (HQ) 

We bid farewel1 to retiring officers and board members. Edward Ikuma, Yukio Tanji. Stanley M. 
Akita. Makoto Takiguchi, and Motoyoshi Tanaka. 

Because the old Gestetner was giving so much trouble, the Board approved the purchase of a new 
Risograph duplicator. This issue of the PPP is the first on the new machine. 

After a short business meeting, the Board members were treated to lunch at Kengo' s. 

At the January 1998 meeting, the newly elected officers were installed by Ted Hamasu and got right to 
business. After approval of minutes, the Executive Secretary's report and Treasurer's report, we heard 
from Don Matsuda on the state of the apartment building. There were some tenant movements, but we 
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are now fully occupied. The sidewalk was fixed, so we do not need to be concerned about more 
accidents and law-suits. It was suggested the whole area where tenants park and the clubhouse 
driveway be repaved. It was also suggested that we look into improving the clubhouse to meet ADA 
criteria. 

Able and Charlie Chapters are in charge of our annual memorial service on September 27, 1998. 
Details will be forthcoming as plans materialize. 

The Club 100 Bash during the 1998 AJA National Convention in July is still in the planning stage. See 
infonnation elsewhere in this issue, as the committee met after the board meeting. 

The Budget for 1998 was approved. We will still be giving each chapter $5.00 per active paid up 
mother club member as a subsidy. Also, we will be giving each chapter $50 at Christmas. 

Hajime Yamane's request that Club 100 endorse Jean Bianchetti's petition to aid him in getting a 
mortgage loan was refused. Instead, the Board suggested that Yamane ask each chapter president to go 
back to their chapters to plead Bianchetti's case. An individual member can decide for himself 
whether to sign the petition or not. 

The Board approved subsidizing the attendance of Board members at the farewell dinner for Counsel 
General Amae of Japan. We also approved the payment for Mimi Nakano and Karleen Chinen who 
attended the dinner with other members of Bishop Ara's editorial board. 

The Board voted to send four people to the testimonial dinner for Consul General Amae at the JCCH. 
Martin and Dorothy Tohara and Joe and Katherine Muramatsu attended the coat and tie affair. 

There being no other earth-shaking matters taking place, the meeting was adjourned at noon. 

Many thanks to the volunteers who helped with the Aloha United Way Labor Holiday Project. Karleen 
Chinen and her staff thought it would take aU day to wrap the card-board boxes, but you finished it 
before lunch time. I received the following letter from Ruth Ono, Chair of the Board of Aloha United 
Way and Vice President of Queen's Health System. "I wanted to add my mahalo nui loa for your help. 
It is a great project and your participation helped tremendously. We were told that the goal was to 
pack 250 baskets and that the final count was 270, which were distributed to families identified by 
PACT (Parents and Children Together). Please extend our appreciation and thank you to all your 
colleagues and their wives for their support and hard work to make this project a success. And may 
you all be blessed with happiness, good health and prosperity in this new year. Together, Making 
Lives Better. Sincerely, Ruth M. Ono" 

Volunteers who came to help with wrapping the boxes: From Able Chapter, Don and Kirni 
Matsuda, Ethel Takahashi, Gladys Kawakami; from Baker Chapter, Joe and Katherine Muramatsu, Ted 
Hirayama, Ray and Aki Nosaka, Richard Yamashina, Jeanette Akamine; from Charlie Chapter, Ruth 
and Kay Mizushima; from Dog Chapter, Mary Hamasaki and Helen Nikaido; from Headquarters, Dr. 
Kenneth Otagaki, Ed Ikuma, Marshall and Margaret Higa, Dorothy Tamashiro, Patsy Akimoto and 
Yoshikiyo Mugitani. Sakae Takahashi and Tommy Nishioka sent monetary contributions, and many 
donated non-perishable food for the baskets. Thank you, all. 

BROTHERS IN VALOR MONUMENT DEDICATION POSTPONED TO JULY 4 

In the last issue of the PPP, it was announced that the dedication and unveiling of the Brothers In Valor 
Monument was scheduled for March 14. However, the Oahu AJA Veterans Council has decided to 
postpone the event until July 4 at 4 p.m. The reason for the postponement is to allow sufficient time 
for the landscaping to get established so that the Monument can be presented to the general public in its 
full splendor. The new date coincides with the 1998 AJA Veterans National Convention and would 
allow neighbor island and mainland conventioneers, many of whom donated to the fundraising for the 
monument, to attend the ceremony. 

1998 AJA VETERANS NATIONAL CONVENTION 

In each issue of the PPP, we will include up-dated infonnation about the convention. In another 
section, we will include infonnation about the separate Club 100 event which is called the Club 100 
Special Event. . 
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First Deadline for Early Registration Discount for the National Convention is February 2. Have 
you sent in your registration, yet? 

There have been many additions fO the Convention Schedule, so please keep informed by reading the 
PukaPuka Parade or call the Clubhouse office if you have questions. 

Worried about seating arrangements for the banquet on July 4? In the SPECIAL NEEDS section of the 
registration form, write the names of the people you want to be seated with. At this point we don't 
know whether there will be round tables or rectangular tables or if it will be 8 per table or 10 per table, 
so just list your group and the committee will try to honor your request. 

Attention, Golfers: Please call the Clubhouse at 946-0272 if you would like entry forms for the golf 
tournaments. Rather than print them in the PPP, we will mail them out to you. The tournament is 
open to all registered participants of the convention--veterans, wives, sons, daughters, in-laws, and 
grandchildren. There are two days of golfing, July 2 and July 3 on different courses. You may sign up 
for one or both. 

CLUB 100 SPECIAL EVENT 

A separate Club 100 special event will be held immediately after the AJA National Convention 
Memorial Service on Sunday, July 5, for all Club 100 members and guests who are registered for the 
convention. Hajime Yamane (B) and Ted Hamasu (FtA/Rural) are Co-Chairs for this event, assisted 
by Goro Sumida and Alfred Arakaki (A), Robert Arakaki (B), Stanley M. Akita (C), Richard Hosaka 
(D), Ed Ikuma (HQ), Jun Enomoto (Medics), Kenneth Higa (Rural). The affair will be around the 
noon hour, so all of you who are planning to travel that day, please make sure your departure 
time will allow you to attend this event. Make sure your plane doesn't leave until after 2 p.m. The 
committee has three possible places, but nothing is defmite yet. Menu, program, costs, etc., will all 
have to be worked out and we should have more information and a registration form in a future issue of 
the PPP. We wanted to get this preliminary word out to everyone so that you will know how to plan 
your flight schedule. The committee is working with the Sons and Daughters and will have a 
transportation detail for getting travelers to the airport after the Special Event. 

The Special Events Committee will be meeting, again, in February. In the mean time, let the 
committee members know what you would like. A catered meal with banquet seating and a formal. 
program? or, heavy pupu, stand-up, informal seating "beer bust" type of event with minimal 
formalities? Because only the date and time have been decided so far, now is your chance to express 
your opinions. Mainlanders and Neighbor Islanders, call, write or fax (808-946-0273). 

The Special Events Committee has planned a Hospitality Room at the Clubhouse on Friday, July 3, 
from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.; on Saturday, July 4, from 3 p.m. to 9 p.m. Show convention registration badge 
to enter. Those who have 1ate departure times on Sunday are welcome to come to the clubhouse after 
the Special Event. 

To support the AlA National Convention and to encourage Club 100 members to attend, only those 
persons registered for the AJA National Convention will be allowed to attend the Special Event. You 
must show your convention registration badge in order to go to the Club 100 Special Event on July 5. 
Another good reason to send in your registration. 

INFORMATION CENTRAL: 

For lack of a better name, we will include this item whenever we receive requests about veterans, 
which is quite often. ' 

The first is from Kent, Washington, and regards Mitsuo M. Iseri (D) who was wounded in action on 
October 29, 1944 and later died of wounds on November 3, 1944. According to battalion records, Mr. 
Iseri was from Ontario, Oregon, and joined the 100th in September 1944. The second request is from 
Yoshiyuki Sumida (PIAIB-Hawaii) who is trying to locate any family member of Haruo Doi (A) who 
was wounded in action on February 6, 1944 and died. Anyone out there who has information is asked 
to contact the Club 100 office. 

The PukaPuka Parade is the monthly newsletter of Club 100, the veterans of the 
tOOth Infantry Battalion. Published at 520 Kamoku Street, Honolulu, Hawaii 96826. 
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EXECUTIVE SECRETARY'S REPORT by Drusilla Tanaka 

Mahalo to the following donors for their thoughtful gifts to Club 100: 

• $54 
• $50 

from Bill Mello of Maine (He's Eddie Kuwazaki's (A) friend from Repo Depot days) 
from Tuesday Craft Class 

• $100 
• $50 
• $50 
• $200 
• $50 
• $50 
• $250 
• $25 
• $50 
• $25 
• 

from George S. Miyahara (C-Mainland) 
from Mas Ishida (B-Mainland) 
from Nagatoshi Roy Fujita (C-Mainland) 
from Thursday Karaoke Club 
from Marian Yamamoto in memory ofMasami Yamamoto (A) 
from Sakayo Mayahara in memory ofIsami "Jacko" Mayahara (C-Hawaii) 
from James L. Metcalf (B-Mainland) 
from William Omoto (C-Mainland) 
from Roy Terada (B-Mainland) 
from Katherine and Tad Nakano in memory of Taneyoshi "Slim" Nakano (B) 
from Mitsuo Sakamoto (442), 3 copies of his book, "My Best World War II Souvenir" 

The PukaPuka Parade received donations from the following: 
• $50 
• $50 
• $25 
• $25 
• $25 
• $100 
• $25 
• $100 
• $200 
• $20 

from Ruth H. Watanabe 
from Nagatoshi Roy Fujita (C-Mainland) 
from Mrs. Michio Takata (442) 
from Robert Arakaki (B) 
from Marian Yamamoto (Masami-A) 
from Noboru Yoshimura (A-Mainland) 
from Hideo Nakamine (442) 
from Shigeru and Mieko Tsubota (D-Mainland) 
from Ukichi Wozumi (B) 
from Marian Hayashi (Tetsuo-HQ and Rural) 

Welcome to new Life Members: 
• Shoichi Harada (B) 
• Hideo Kon (C-Hawaii) 
• Roland T. Hagio (A-Mainland) 
• Warren Tamura (C-Mainland) 

Congratulations to the following octogenarians who have February birthdays: 
Masao (Stu) Yoshioka (B), Conrad Tsukayama (D), Robert Aoki (B), Tadayoshi Sato (A), Yoshiyuki 
Sumida (F-Hawaii), Douglas M. Tanaka (B-Mainland). 

Thank you very much to the following special volunteers: 

• Don Matsuda for countless hours of work on the Apartment Building, fixing broken hardware, 
replacing fixtures, custom-making doors, panels, and other much needed work 
on the units. 

• Kazuto Shimizu for the tedious job of drawing a floor plan of Turner Hall and surrounding rooms 
and hallways for the Fire Department Pennit to Assemble application. 

• Dog Chapter members Saburo Nishime and Conrad Tsukayama who took down all the 
Christmas decorations and cut up the huge tree. Thank you, Mugi, for your help. 

• Mary Hamasaki for faithfully proof-reading the PPP before it goes to press. 

When I returned from my vacation, everyone asked, "How was your vacation?" My standard answer 
was, "Too short." It was also too cold! We froze in Oklahoma, got "trench lips." But we had a good 
time meeting our son's friends and professors. We just had to go to his college graduation to see for 
ourselves, or we would not believe that it happened in just three and one-half years. He saved us 
another semester of tuition. To my brothers and sisters baby-boomers who are making decisions about 
future college careers for your children and wonder how to cope with college tuition costs, encourage 
your high schooler to take AP classes. It might seem expensive, but if your child gets an acceptable 
score, you will save even more money. Our son managed to take one AP class and clepped out of 
freshman level courses (which also cost a few dollars), but all those costs did not add up to a semester 
of tuition at a mainland school. After Oklahoma, the magnet of Las Vegas pulled us to the Main Street 
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Station. It was my first time there. My children want to go back, but once in a lifetime is enough for 
me. Akshamiyoo·-All the good luck charms received from Slim Sakamoto (origami kaeru), Etsuo 
Katano (ceramic kaeru), Saburo Ishitani (Kennedy half-dollar), and Kuni Fujimoto (four-leaf clover) 
were not enough to chase the bad luck away. Even the red panties that Gladys Kawakami guaranteed 
would bring good luck didn't work. Maybe I should have worn them on my head so people would 
have given me money out of pity! We did enjoy Hoover Dam and the outlet malls. My underage 
daughter and her overage mother went cruising at Caesar's Palace and window shopped to our heart's 
content. I now appreciate why so many of you enjoy going to Vegas--there's a carefree, relaxed, do 
what you want when you want kind of lifestyle for the visitors there. No need to eat breakfast, go potty 
and be on a bus by 8 a.m. Good food, good service, comfortable rooms and lots of neat surprises, like 
bumping into Club members and their wives. If you hit a big one on your next trip, just remember who 
left it there for you! The day after we returned home, the news about the UAL flight from Japan that 
suffered tragedy from severe air turbulence shook us up. So, I must end this story with gratitude 
because kaeru also means to return home, which we did, safely, and we're happy to be back. 

DOG CHAPTER NEWS by Helen Nikaido 

Happy New Year! 

Did you greet the new year enjoying your o-miki (sake), ozoni, kazunoko, kuromame, ume-boshi with 
tea, etc? I always get carried away when I make my ozoni soup by putting in the various vegetables 
and I end up with a large pot. I had to eat ozoni for breakfast for three days. 

The same Dog Chapter officers will be serving again for 1998: President, Saburo Nishime; Vice
President, Richard "Doc" Hosaka; Secretary, Mary Hamasaki; Treasurer, Conrad Tsukayama. Please 
give your support to these hard working officers. You may not know it, guys, but this may be your 
permanent position as we have just a handful of active members. It reminds us of the days when Jitsuri 
Yoshida was the treasurer and Kenji Nikaido was the secretary for Dog Chapter for over 30 years. 

Our Christmas party on December 21 was attended by 77 adults and 40 grandchildren from 1 p.m. to 5 
p.m. Chairman Conrad Tsukayama had the program all set for the family hour, children's hour, 
Christmas buffet (catered), time with Santa Claus and closing at 5 p.m. Everything went smoothly as 
scheduled. This was the first time for a day-time party, so Conrad asked for any feedback you might 
have. 

A warm thank you to the following people for their hard work: Chairman Conrad and Yoshi 
Tsukayama, Mary Hamasaki, to the Tsukayama family, Mary Tsukaya.Vor the adult's games, Harada 
family, Annette Harada for the children's games, Santa Claus Michael Harada, our ever reliable 
bartenders, Harry, Paul and Arthur Nakayama, Karleen Chinen, and to all the heJp in the kitchen and 
clean-up crews. 

Many thank to all of you for your generous donations. Rhoda Kawamata (oama--she hooks, cleans and 
fries them. It was such a sell-out that the ladies helping with the frying cou]dn't keep up), Ed and Kay 
Harada (door prizes, 10 lb. rice, 12 pk. Coke), Rhoda's mom Mrs. Ishida (haupia), Karleen Chinen 
(door prizes, cookies),. "Doc" and Mildred Hosaka (2 orchid plants, broken glass lello dessert), Rupert 
Ishimaru (Crown Royal), Hideo and Ethel Kaya (boiled peanuts, door prizes), Ken and Florence 
Mitsunaga (three $10 gift certificates, banana cream pie), Mary Hamasaki (dish cloths, boiled peanuts, 
bread pudding), Yoshiko Oshiro (cash), Lillian Fujimori (door prizes), Stella Nakayama (5 door prizes, 
cash), Helen Nikaido (door prizes, sea salad, baklava), Kay Okamoto (2 boxes candy, cash, gelatin 
dessert), "Jits" and Mildred Yoshida (12 pk 7-up, pumpkin bars), Saburo Nishime (cash), Conrad and 
Yoshi Tsukayama (party mix, vegetable sticks, rice), Ben Tamashiro (cash), Bob Kondo (cash), Etsuro 
Sekiya (cash), Herbert Yamamoto (cash). If we missed any names, we're sorry. 

Everyone had a good time, especially the little ones. 

"Biffa" Moriguchi and "Opu" Hiranaka's 1998 One Puka Puka Japan Tour: The date is set for October 
8, 1998 to October 22, 1998. We will be leaving Honolulu on October 8 and returning on the 22nd. 
The first meeting will be sometime in March. The itinerary is being prepared by "Opu" so it will be 
distributed at that time. We will be going to the central part of Japan. 
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KAUAI CHAPTER NEWS by Tsugi Takemoto 

We from Kauai just had our first meeting of the new year on Sunday, the 18th, and the 12 members 
who showed up were: Choichi Shimabukuro, Kazuma Nishiie, Masao Y otsuda, Muggsy Morikawa, 
Maxie Mukai, Wally Takemoto, Bunkichi Matsuyoshi, Seichi Hoashi, Fusetsu Miyazaki, Kazuo 
Mizuno, Jack Hada, and Larry Sakoda. It was so nice to see Kozu Mizuno. He gets lonesome for the 
boys, so he came, oxygen tank and all. 

New President Muggsy Morikawa quickly covered the events for 1998. First and foremost is our 
Mothers' Day luncheon which will be combined with Fathers' Day. Group 1 ladies will be in charge. 

Before we get into 1998, let's not forget the wonderful luncheon we had for Christmas at the Kauai 
Coconut Beach Resort Chart Room. The food was ono~licious and the party the ladies had afterwards 
sent all of us home loaded with goodies. The hand~crafted picture frames and a jewelry box were a11 
made by Myles Kawamoto, son of the late Sadao Kawamoto and Kazue Kawamoto and were given 
away as door prizes. The ladies exchanged grab bag gifts and boxes of cookies were given to all. We 
played Bingo which the men were not interested in. We were fortunate that the hotel had decorated the 
room in holiday style. 

In charge were Doris Shimabukuro, Kame Kawamoto, Mildred Iwai, Dorothy Matsushige, Yoshie 
Nishio. Doris also gave each lady two crocheted doilie-coasters. 

Rene Moritsugu always tells me that I should do what she does, which is get up at 4:30 a.m. and take 
an early morning walk. As far as I know, it is pitch black in our area, what with a few street lights. 
Rene claims that besides the street lights, she has the stars and moon light to guide her. My preference 
is to sleep at that time and enjoy the sun when I walk. 

Our deepest sympathy to Hakaru Tao and family on the death of his wife, Dorothy, on December 11, 
1997. 

I attended something different over the holidays. Our granddaughter, Tinina Takemoto, was married 
aboard a yacht in the San Francisco Bay on December 31, 1997, at 8:00 p.m. As Wally hates long 
plane rides, he didn't go, so I took our daughter, Lei, with me. We started out on Christmas Day, as 
the rates were low; the plane was only half full. We took enough clothing to keep us warm. The 
weather was nice and sunny while we were there. Tinina asked "Papa" Harold Dode to give her away. 
And, at the last minute, I also helped to give her away. We then boarded another yacht and took off 
across the bay until we anchored off Treasure island. Titi married Ka'ili Dion Olores who was raised 
by his grandmother who lives in Kekaha. The couple met at Kauai Community College. It was the 
coming together of two people who were raised by their grandmothers. The other grandmother, Evelyn 
Olores, brought opihi, poi, chicken long rice, chicken cooked with lau lau leaves, and two other things 
which I did not know the names of and which I stayed away from. That was just for pupus. The 
dinner started with prime rib roast, rice, green beans, tossed salad, chicken, etc. I was so hungry by 
then that everything tasted good. The decorations were all there, from noise makers, funny hats, to 
maile lei for the bridal party and paper lei for all. Two women caught the bridal bouquet and it took 
the groom four tries to toss the bride's garter. Entertainment was by the wedding party and even tho' 
the floor was small, the young danced it up. Just before midnight, we went up on the top deck to blow 
our horns, shout "Happy New Year" and watched fireworks along the shore. I did not dance. That is 
for the youth. I observed that there were only three people over 60, a few in their 40's, and the rest 
were still in their 20's. Another reflection: We could not leave the party early if we got tired because 
we were cruising on the San Francisco Bay. If you ever have a chance to attend a wedding on a yacht-
go. It was really lots of fun. A nice way to end the year. 

F COMPANY NEWS by Kenneth M. Higa 

1998 F Company Reunion: The members met on Monday, January 19, to detennine the date for the 
1998 annual event. They decided to hold the reunion in conjunction with the 1998 AJA Veterans 
National Convention. We will hold our function on Friday night, July 3, at the Pagoda Hotel Iris 
Room. Your respective coordinator(s) will infonn you of the details for this event. The coordinators 
are: Hawaii - Hayato Tanaka and Kazuma Taguchi; Kauai - Choichi Shimabukuro; Maui - Eichi Endo, 
and Oahu - Kenneth Higa and Hakaru Taoka. 
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On the mend: Terumasa Igeta of Kona and Tetsuo Takeoka of Honokaa are convalescing in the V A 
Center for Aging located on the grounds of Tripier Hospital. Terumasa is minus two legs below the 
knees due to diabetes. His right leg was amputated about two years ago and the left one in November 
1997. Tetsuo fell off the ladder while trying to change the ceiling fixture light bulb. The result~ a 
fractured right hand. Anyone planning to visit them should call the center to be sure they are still 
there. The telephone number is 433-0256. 

Taps: Tsuyoshi Kamishita of Makaweli, Kauai, a retired employee of Gay and Robinson Company, 
passed away on December 18 in Queen's Medical Center. He was the younger brother of Seiso 
Kamishita. Dorothy Tao of Koloa, Kauai, wife of Hakaru Tao, passed away on December 11 in 
Queen's Medical Center. She was a retired librarian and teacher at Koloa School and a community 
activist. Shigeo Tanji of Wahiawa, a retired professional photographer and former owner of Tanji 
Studio inWahiawa passed away on November 7 in Kapiolani Medical Center at Pali Momi. He was 
the younger brother ofYukio Tanji. 

The F Company members extend their deepest condolences to the Kamishita, Tao and Tanji families 
and relatives. May your loved ones rest in peace. 

CHARLIE CHAPTER NEWS by Warren Iwai 

Meeting: Thirteen (13) members were present for the first meeting of the new year on January 19. 
Robert Takato, our only full-time working member, was able to join us. Kiyoshi Uyeno, who has been 
absent for six months due to illness is back. He says he feels fine and is ready to play golf, again. 

The possibility of having the March 16 meeting at the Flamingo Windward Restaurant in Kaneohe is 
being investigated. This is to accommodate the windward members and a change of scenery for others. 

The principal discussion in the meeting was about the 1998 AJA Veterans National Convention to be 
held July 2-5, 1998, at the Hawaii Convention Center and Ala Moana Hotel. The interest is high in 
"C" Chapter and I urge all former Company "C" members to register early. Let's make this a grand 
convention at our new convention center. 

Our tentative social calendar for 1998 looks like this: 

• AlA Veterans National Convention 
• Company "C" Fun Nite - Teahouse Party 
• Mini-Reunion in Las Vegas 
• Christmas Party 

The 1998 Memorial Service will be held on September 27, 1998. Chapters A and C will be in charge 
of the event. Saburo Ishitani will head the "C" Chapter group. 

Hideo Kon of Hilo is now a life member of Club 100. 

Charlie Chapter Christmas party was held on December 20, 1997, at the Clubhouse. One hundred 
members, wives, children and grand-children gathered to celebrate this festive event. Missing this year 
were the Issei. The food was prepared by Gary Mizushima, which means we had plenty of ono ono 
kaukau. Desserts donated by the wives were varied, delicious, and all you can eat. Carol singing was 
great. The group was led by Noreen Hada Hung and assisted by Kazuto Shimizu. A jolly and lively 
Santa Claus, played by Calvert Hung, greeted the children to their delight and applause. He then 
passed out presents to the lucky young ones. The program concluded with the bingo games. Our big 
mahalo to Gary Mizushima, Jack and Ruth Mizusruma, and the rest of the Mizushima clan who worked 
so hard that we may enjoy a merry merry Christmas party. To the generous donors, thank you for 
helping to make this another successful event of the year. 

Next meeting will be on February 16 at the Clubhouse. See you there. 

Ladies Comer: The ladies last gathered on November 17, 1997, at the home of Saburo and Fukuko 
Ishitani. As usual, the ladies were treated to Fukuko's variety of delicious pupu dishes, using special 
ingredients from Japan, culminating with hot champo soup. The ladies thank Fukuko for her 
wonderful treat. 
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BAKER CHAPTER NEWS by Bernard S. Akamine 

Takeo Azama had a unique experience. After being classified Class B in France, he was assigned to a 
quartermaster outfit in Marseilles. One unusual duty was driving in a jeep convoy delivering the jeeps 
to Epina!. I heard that this was a comedic sight, especially if the drivers had never driven a jeep before. 
When he was ready to come home, he had to go to Antwerp, Belgium, to catch a ship for his return 
home. He said that the North Sea was so rough that when the ship was in the trough in between swells, 
he could see waves as high as 50 feet above the ship and when they were on the crest, he could see a 
valley of water 50 feet deep. He had fears that the ship might break apart. But, they made it safely to 
Fort Dix, New Jersey. Now, Takeo is retired after working for the Army at Kapalama and Schofield. 
He has two sons and a daughter, all successful in their careers. His hobby is walking two to three miles 
every day. Maybe that's the secret to his youthful looks. Thanks for sharing your story, Takeo Azama, 
B Company, 1st Squad, 1st Platoon. 

Baker Chapter's Christmas party was a huge success. 116 adults, 22 children 6 to 12 years and 10 
children under 6 years of age attended. At last we were treated to Humi Iha's Okara Balls, again. I 
went back for seconds, but aU gone. The children and adults enjoyed the games and activities planned 
by Candace (Akamine) Sakuda and Jonathan Nosaka and Ann (Nosaka) Kabasawa. We welcomed 
Shoichi Harada, a long lost buddy who was in the 4th platoon. He and his wife attended our Christmas 
party and got re-acquainted with some of the boys. Shoichi had a very unusual experience while in 
Italy guarding the POWs. Out on pass, he, Shigeki Fukuda (A), and Shigeo Tanaka (B) met Pope Pius. 

. The Pope expressed his appreciation to the boys. Shoichi has been trying to locate the other two 
fellows. If anyone has any information, please call the Clubhouse. Shoichi, I must get more 
infonnation next time. Hope you will attend our next Baker Chapter meeting 011 February 21. Rikio 
Tsuda's Christmas party.committee did a marvelous job. Bob Aoki's culinary excellence and Harry 
Katahara's job as Santa Claus and Tokuji Ono's job as emcee and talent coordinator and Ray Nosaka's 
Ukulele group added up to a truly enjoyable evening. The hula dancing by Mika GaIiher (Tokuji's 
granddaughter) and Taryn Yonaha (Torao Ichimura's granddaughter) delighted the audience. Kauai's 
Mitsuru Doi sent his daughter Lauren and her family to the party. Next time, you come, too, Mits. 

The people working at the cho-bah collecting all the donations were swamped--the list is two pages 
long and in the rush, handwriting is difficult to read, so I apologize if we make mistakes. From Joe 
Muramatsu, 20 # rice, 1 case Bud Lite, coffee maker, coffee mug; Aki Nosaka, door prize cookies; 
Evelyn Tsuda, tsukemono and dessert; Henry Hayashi of Pasadena, dried persimmon, pistachio nuts; 
Tokuji Ono, 1 bottle champagne, 50 tide calendars; Aki Nosaka and Ann Kabasawa, dessert; Stella 
Tanigawa, sanbaizuke; Sakae Tanigawa, cookies and 2 door prizes (envelopes); Elaine Nakamura, 
tsukemono, Amy Muroshige, cake and Christian Dior cosmetic bags and samples; Kenneth Muroshige, 
1 case Coke, 5# rice; Nancy Arakaki, mochi and $10 cash; Roy Nakayama, candy and $5 cash; Hachiro 
Shikamura, persimmon; John Kihara, $10 cash; James Inafuku, $20 cash; Sonsei Nakamura, $10 cash; 
Hajime Kodama, $20 cash; Lefty Tanigawa, sekihan; Tom Tsubota, 20# rice; Humi Iha, okara balls; 
Judy Nakamura, dessert and $20 cash; Toshiko Ono, dessert; Bernard Akamine, Jello dessert and 
miscellaneous door prizes; Don Matsuda, $15 cash; Lauren Yap (Mits Doi's daughter), $20 cash; Yasu 
Takata, $15 cash; Lois (Tanigawa) Lee, brownies; Hiromi Fujimura, two door prizes; Maryann Drake, 
one door prize; Marie Yoneshige, desserts; Bessie Ichimura, grab bag prizes; Toshikatsu Nakahara, 
$20 cash; Yoshikiyo Mugitani, $5 cash; Bob Kadowaki, $10 cash; Peter Ono, $20 cash; Drusi1la 
(Akamine) Tanaka, fruit punch ingredients; Candace (Akamine) Sakuda, craft supplies for children's 
activities and rum cake. 

I didn't go to the December Chapter meeting because I was in Oklahoma to watch my grandson 
graduate from Oklahoma Baptist University. Will write more about this trip next month. 

At the January 17 Baker Chapter meeting, our treasurer James Inafuku reported the monetary donations 
received by the chapter in 1997: Mildred Kuioka, $300; Sonsei Nakamura, $100; Ken Kaneko's niece, 
$200; Ben Yamamoto, $400; Bernard Akamine, $100; Stanley Nakamoto, $100; Masaharu Saito, $20; 
Yukio Tanji, $20; James K. Izumi, $35; Frank Wada, $100; Albert Takahashi, $10; Ben Matsui, $10; 
T. Misaki, $10; Frank Nishimura, $100; Steve Uehara, $20; John Kihara, $5; Mitsuru Doi, $25; Hajime 
Kodama, $10; Takeo Azama, $5; Jimmy Kawashima, $20; Takashi Kitaoka, $5; James Inafuku, $5. 

A word of thanks from Hajime Yamane: Hajime says thank you to the many members who signed the 
petition in support of Jean Bianchetti. 
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DA KARAOKE KAI NEWS by Mitsuo "Ted" Hamasu 

The Club 100 Karaoke Kai held its Christmas dinner at the Suehiro on the 12th of December with 27 
members, wives, and friends enjoying the fellowship. We had an early dinner because we wanted to 
spend more time singing karaoke at the clubhouse. 

One of our widowed ladies found a boy friend, so he was introduced to the group, which caused some 
other widows' hearts to flutter a bit. 

Any bachelor or widower looking for a singing lady friend as company is encouraged to drop in at the 
clubhouse any Monday ,evening from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. Dh, by the way, everybody enjoyed the 
evening and no, we are not in the dating business. Thank you. 

RURAL CHAPTER CHATTER by Ted M. Hamasu 

Happy New Year. Akemashite omedetoo gozaimasu. Kotoshi mo yoroshiku onegai itashimasu. 

By skipping a month ofPPP, I lost my continuity, but since it's a new year, I'll begin anew by wishing 
the member and wives of Rural Chapter and the rest of the Club 100 Ohana a very healthy and happy 
new year. 

Wasn't it a special Hawaiian style welcome we had for the coming year, with lots of bang, smoke and 
aerial color? Although I sympathize with the people who suffer the smoke and smell of the fIreworks, 
it's very unique and only in Hawaii do you see this spectacular display of noise to scare the bad spirits 
away for the coming new year. I even closed my windows and still the smoke and smell came in. 

Gm ... this is the year of the tiger and they say you gotta be careful. Even the weather will be 
unpredictable and wild. The people that were bom under the sign of the tiger are said to be very 
passionate, daring, full of energy and they speak their mind when they get mad, but are sincere, loving 
and generous. Generally, it is said that it's good to have them around. Have a grrrreat year!! 

The Rural Chapter officers this year are: 
President Ted Hamasu 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Auditors 

Harry Kamikawa 
Walter lwasa 
Masaharu Saito 
Jerry Yamaki and Tamotsu Shimizu 

The documentary, "Beyond Barbed Wire" was shown at the Pearl Harbor Arizona Memorial Theatre 
on 8 November 97. It is about the 100/442 and MIS. I thought it was about the best I've seen. I 
wondered why it wasn't publicized more extensively? I received a call from Stanley M. Akita to round 
up some Rural Chapter members who would be interested to see the show for free, so I called about 
seven guys, but no one was interested. So, I told Stanley that no one is interested except me. My wife 
and I went to the theatre and who do we meet? Jane and Harry Kamikawa and Y oneko and Tamotsu 
Shimizu from Rural Chapter waiting for the show to start. Talk about "red face." I had to apologize to 
Stanley. 

Our deep condolences to Mrs. Hazel Ishii, family and relatives for the loss of Susumu. The funeral 
services were held at the Mililani Memorial Park on 20 November 1997. 

New Years Day 1983 submitted by Bull Saito 

Making mochi was always a special event at my home, requiring many days of preparation. The rice 
steamers and mochi machines are brought out of storage and washed and scrubbed. The bamboo mats 
that go in the seiros (steaming box) must be fixed. The men folk put up a tent in case of rain. The 
firewood had to be cut and stacked, though now we use gas burners. Mother must wash and soak the 
mochi rice the night before in 6 buckets of 5 pounds each and then cooks the azuki beans until they are 
soft to make "an" (bean paste) by straining and pressing them through a colander, making sure to save 
what comes through. The skin that is left is thrown away. The pulp is squeezed almost dry and 
sweetened and placed in the mochi. The fresh ones taste the best because they are still warm. Mother 
recalled an incident years ago in LeiJehua. Mrs. Ujiiye was making "an" and while straining it, found 
she had only the skin left. "Dkashii na, koredewa an wa tsukuraren." (Funny. I wonder why I cannot 
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make the bean paste.) She soon discovered that all the· good pulp was draining down into the sink. 
Hey, looks like I got ahead of myself. Anyway, after the rice has been soaked over-night, it is ready to 
be steamed. The rice is drained in a "kago" (strainer basket) lined with pieces of clean rice bag (Rice 
bags were used for many things), then transferred to the "seiro" (square wooden steamer) stacked 
three-high over a big pot of boiling water. After about 30-40 minutes, the rice is steamed and ready to 
be put into the machine. The ground mochi rice came out like hamburger meat, so for smoother 
mochi, it is ground again. Before time, the mochi was made in an "usu" (mortar). The first one we had 
was made out of a tree trunk with the center carved out. Later, we had one made of stone. When the 
steamed rice is put into the "usu," the men folk would pound the rice with a "kine" (a large mallet) and 
mother would tum it over. She recalled that early in her marriage, she used to do it 'with tears in her 
eyes--it's hard work and scary. 

ABLE CHAPTER NEWS by Tommy Nishioka 

The Able Chapter Christmas party on December 6, 1997, was a tremendous success even tho' 
attendance was far below last year. Wehad more than enough food left over, therefore, our members 
made take home plates of the nokori. You should see the fabulous desserts our wives prepared for us-
various types of cakes, pies, jello, etc. Thank you very much to the wives of Able Chapter. 

If I have inadvertently omitted your name, please forgive me. Thank you to the following generous 
donors of desserts, prizes and monetary gifts: Kunio Fujimoto who unselfishly brought the video of 
our chapter bash held at the Pagoda Hotel during the 55th anniversary reunion. It was shown during 
the dinner and everybody enjoyed, thank you, Kunio. We would also like to thank Lt. and Mrs. 
Richard Hamasaki of California who so generously donated monetary gift for our Christmas party even 
tho' they could not attend. Thank you, Mr. and Mrs. Hamasaki, you can be assured that we will spend 
the money in the best interest of Able Chapter. 

We thank our Co-Chairwoman, Miss Louise Morikawa and her helpers who handled the children's 
games flawlessly. The children, small and big, really enjoyed receiving prizes, and, of course, the 
main event was the breaking of the pinata. Our thanks also goes to Mrs. Midori Hirano for playing the 
piano during our Christmas carol singing. As usual, for a number of years, Mr. and Mrs. Kamemoto 
donated the beautiful potted Poinsettia plants which decorated the dinner table and were later given as 
door prizes. There are so many who helped with the Christmas party that I can't mention in this PPP, 
but Able Chapter wishes to thank you very much. Hopefully, next year, there will be even more people 
to share in the enjoyment. 

Recently my wife and I visited the land of enchantment, or shall I say, the land of Lost Wages. To my 
surprise, I met our Executive Secretary, Drusilla and her entire family--husband, children, parents and 
mother-in-law. They went to her son's graduation in Oklahoma and stopped in Vegas on their way 
home. Husband Stan must have hit it big as I saw him with a huge bucket going to the cashier's cage. 
Anyway, it was nice to see the Tanaka family and congratulations to her son. 

MAUl CHAPTER NEWS by Tom Nagata 

Maui Chapter members, wives, widows, and sons and daughters enjoyed a delicious Christmas dinner 
party on the evening of December 11 at the Kahului Community Center. The Toshio Iwami's and their 
two sons, Clyde and Lester, and the John Miyagawa's with son Lionel, daughters Sandra and Janice, 
were the hardworking leaders that planned and ordered the catered dinner and prepared the many bingo 
prizes for the party. Chapter President Stanley lzumigawa called on Wataru Kaneshina to bless the 
food and it was mothers and children first at the heavily laden buffet table. There were many extra side 
dishes that the generous members had donated, so that the hungry diners had many dishes to fill their 
plates. Following dinner, Tom Yamada installed the same group of Maui Chapter officers that served 
this year: President, Stanley lzumigawa; Vice President, Satoji Arisumi; Secretary, Edward Nishihara; 
Treasurer, Tom Nagata; Auditor, Goichi Shimanuki; Director, John Miyagawa. President lzumigawa 
reminded members that the registration forms for the AJA Veterans National Convention on July 2-5, 
1998 at the new Hawaii Convention Center were mailed out and should be returned before the 
deadline. Also announced was Ben Takayesu's Mothers' Day dinner plans at Sandys Place located in 
the Wailuku Sugar Mill complex. The rest of the evening was spent singing Christmas carols with 
Tom Yamada and John Miyagawa leading, and bingo games with Bert Shiroma and daughter Lindsey 
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and her cousin Cara Shinsato in charge. There were 22 members, 17 wives, 4 widows. 10 sons and 
daughters with 4 spouses and 15 grandchildren. 

On Monday, January 12, officers and various chairmen met for a breakfast meeting at the Kahului 
McDonald's restaurant to plan for this year's activities. Secretary Edward Nishihara will mail out the 
new schedule as soon as all the dates and locations are confirmed. Be sure to put the events on your 
calendar. President Izumigawa has already secured the dates with the Maui County Parks for our two 
chicken hekka dinner nights and also for the Christmas party night. Ben Takayesu will chair the 
Mothers' Day dinner party. John Miyagawa with the Sons and Daughters will be in charge of the 
annual picnic and Christmas party. Goichi Shimanuki will be in charge of our September memorial 
service. The first chapter event will be in early March when we hold our general meeting at the Tasty 
Crust Restaurant in Wailuku. The same assessment fees will be collected. Widows are invited free. 

We extend our get-well wishes to Mrs. Yaeko Furukawa who was hospitalized following surgery in 
December. 

During World War II, we veterans in combat heard the snapping of enemy bullets as they whizzed past 
us, or felt the sudden hammer-like blow as a bullet struck us. While watching the TV news on New 
Years day, it seems that our Honolulu comrades went through a repeat experience, with five residents 
being wounded by stray bullets. There was one teenaged lad on TV showing his left arm, slightly 
wounded, inflicted by a spent bullet. This reminded me of the night patrol near Cassino, Italy, that was 
on in mid-January 1944, prior to our first attack against the Rapido River wall. A spent bullet went 
through Warren Iwai's left arm sleeve. He went to the aid station to be treated and was back with us in 
time to join us in our midnight attack against enemy-held Cassino on January 24, 1944. 

HAWAII CHAPTER NEWS by Jimmy Maeda 

Happy New Year to all! This is the oriental year of the TIGER. 

According to traditional Chinese horoscope, a person born in the year of the Tiger symbolizes power, 
passion, and daring. A Tiger person is a fortunate person to have around, provided that you are 
prepared for the activity that surrounds him. Their impulsiveness and full-of-life attitude are 
contagious. Tiger people are generally restless and reckless, so they are always ready for action. 
However, because they are impatient, they are prone to making hasty decisions. He will speak his 
mind when upset and is quick-tempered, but is equally sincere, affectionate, and generous. Note: 
anyone born in the years 1914, 1926, 1938, 1950, 1962, 1974, 1986, 1998 is a Tiger. 

The weather here in Hilo, since January 1, has been somewhat dry with sunshine. However, the 
volcanic VOG has been affecting the health of many on the Big Island. The people complain about eye 
sore, dry throat, breathing problems, etc. On bad days, the Kona area and Honolulu are affected very 
much. All because, no rain. 

The Hawaii Chapter held its 1998 installation luncheon at the Miwa Restaurant, Hilo Shopping Center, 
Friday, January 17, with the presence of members and ladies. Jimmy Maeda was the installing person. 
The following were installed: 

President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Auditor 
Historian 

George Taketa 
Toshimitsu Kondo 
Eugene Eguchi 
Roger Kawasaki 
Hiromu Kobayashi 
Shigeru Ushijima 

Past President Motoyoshi Tanaka was given a Big Hand of Thanks for his splendid and dedicated 
leadership as President for the past 5 years. 

Yasu Iwasaki, having been hospitalized at Queen's Medical Center and the Rehabilitation Hospital of 
the Pacific in Honolulu for eight weeks, returned to Hilo on Sunday, January 18. Yasu suffered a 
stroke after his second heart by-pass and came down with pneumonia, followed by other 
complications. He fought a tough battle for recovery. We thank the Man upstairs for giving him his 
third lease on life. Yasu thanks his wife, daughters, brother. sisters, other members of the family, 
relatives, and many friends for their support and prayers. We are happy to see Yasu back in Hilo. He 
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still needs more time for recovery, therefore, don't visit him. On behalf of the members of the Iwasaki 
family, I would like to extend heartfelt thanks to Hakaru Taoka (Rural and F) and Kenneth Higa (Rural 
and F) for going to visit Yasu periodically while he was hospitalized. You were a great moral support 
to the patient and family. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA NEWS by June Kurisu 

The 100th's Mini Reunion in Las Vegas in October seems like a fond memory long ago. On the bus 
returning to Los Angeles, we agreed that this was the best mini reunion yet, but we're all looking 
forward to surpassing it with the next one. As usual Ben and Jean Tagami were invaluable with all 
their pre-reunion work and with Jean's nearly constant presence in the hospitality room seeing that the 
tables were always replenished and assuming that onerous task of cleaning up at the end of each 
evening with the help of whoever was there. Chiz and Ted Ohira worked valiantly to boil the somen 
and soba and make the dashi for the evening snack for the Hawaii group's arrival. Also deserving a pat 
on the back are: Teri & Sam Fujikawa, Mitsi Fujigami, Mary Catherine Doi, Gladys Tsuda, Gene 
Doi, Elsie & Henry Hayashi, Sara & Sam Terasaki, Amy & Ed Nakazawa, Harumi & Harry Sasaki, 
Hisa & Ken Miya, and George & June Kurisu. Special thanks to Gladys and Tom Tsuda for the 
matsutake which they brought from Wyoming. Jean Tagami was the matsutake gohan cook in the 
absence of Fumi Sakato. A special batch was made for the golfers because they heard that they have 
been missing out in the past years. Many thanks to Yeiki Matsui, Kow Ito, Kazuto Shimizu, Kazuma 
Kamashima, Ruth Oda, Toshio Hamataka, Ken Ohara, Jeff Fukawa, Ted Sato, Masaru Hamada, Ted 
Yoshiwara, George Kinoshita, John Sakato and Ed Kubota for their monetary donations to the mini 
reumon. 

Our dauntless leader, Sam Fujikawa, saw that half of the 100th members from Hawaii and half from the 
mainland were seated at each table at the banquet. For the second year, we were treated to Toe 
Yoshino's cousin, Kaui Masuda and Robert Rumion, professional musicians living in that area who 
entertained us. Ray Nosaka, with Aki accompanying him on the ukulele, was a big hit as a paniolo 
boy. Col. Bill and Peggy Pye were presented with leis to celebrate their 52nd wedding anniversary. 
We all had a wonderful time. Good news! Henry Sakato celebrated Thanksgiving at home. 

January 
February 
March 
April 
May 

June 
July 
August 
September 
October 

Partial Schedule of Events for 1998 So. California Chapter 

100/442 Association Installation of Officers 
Valentine's Day Dinner and 100th Installation of Officers 
Memorial Hall Clean-up 
100th Family Dinner 
100/442nd Reverse Raffle; Armed Forces Parade in Torrance; 
Memorial Day Service 
Monument Ground Breaking; Father's Day Dinner 
442nd 55th Anniversary in Honolulu 
Memorial Hall Clean-up 
100/442 Association Dinner 
Monument unveiling and luncheon; 
Mini-reunion at the California Hotel in Las Vegas 

On November the li'\ 1997, the Ohana Goodwill Tour group met in Naha, Okinawa on the first leg 
of its two week journey. The following article by Alfred Arakaki covers some of the hi-lites of 
Okinawa and the next article by Conrad Tsukayama is an account of the next lap covering part of 
Fukuoka and Beppu. 

NOSAKA'S TOUR I by Alfred Y. Arakaki 

Mensore! Welcome to Okinawa! China's influence is readily visible, Korea, India, Thailand, Taiwan, 
and Japan included. Through negotiations, Ryukyu Islands avoided all conflicts until Japan muscled in 
during WWIL Admiral Minoru Ota and General Mitsuru Ushijima led the Imperial forces. Defeated 
leaders and some of their subordinates committed "hara kiri." Due to teachings ingrained from birth 
this sort of controversial act was carried out. To many, a needless waste. The Battle of Okinawa 
resulted in 200,000 US and Japanese military personnel and 120,000 Okinawans killed. This battle 
was regarded as the most fierce battJe of the Pacific. Ernie Pyle, too, met his fate here .... "Forty some 
years later, we still cannot forget the indescribable tragedy we witnessed and experienced, no can we 
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condone the crimes of the educational system of that age that blindfolded us from truth, deprived us of 
our right to think and judge as individuals and denied us even the right to live as decent human beings, 
finally herding us like animals into the battlefields of certain death ..... exposing the brutality and 
insanity of war, to never allow it to happen again ..... July 23, 1989." from the Himeyuri Alumni 
Association. 

At the Himeyuri (Red Star Lily) girls school of which 219 student nurses died, Nosaka's tour group 
offered a beautiful bouquet of flowers. McDonald's has a strong foothold here--maybe the start of 
something? "Tenno heika banzai" may be discarded by the generations to come? At this very solemn 
museum, Seitoku Akamine (C) was deeply engrossed in written accounts by the students. All the ones 
we glanced at were written in Japanese, depicting events as they were witnessed and felt. Gruesome, 
heroic, horrible, painful accounts were documented. We stood in awe. Scratching my head, I moseyed 
over. Can that bugga read Japanese? With a twinkle in his eyes and a chuckle to boot, "What, you 
thought I could read Japanese?" retorted he. English translation, it was. Speaking of Seitoku, he 
always had at least one or two beers with each lunch and dinner. "The better to swallow my pills 
with," he said. But, no one ever saw any pills. Must have been real tiny pills. 

Before the arrival of Nosaka's forces, Paulette, together with her relatives Fay and Kelvin had the area 
cased. The three went bongos shopping. So much so that we were forced to mail what they bought so 
as to comply with our tour group's orders of one suitcase and one carry-on per person. But, nay! Not 
Robert Arakaki (B) and wife Nancy. Nonchalantly they included two huge boxes on the tour. Ray 
may have given them the stink eye, but the boxes remained. Our relatives pampered us royally with 
gifts and entertainment. "Zampa Sake" brewed by Torakichi Higa was ichiban. The best in Okinawa. 
Conrad and Yoshi Tsukayama's (D) relatives invited us to a swanky hotel at Tancha Bay for a 
scrumptious Chinese dinner. "Zampa" was again enjoyed by yours truly. To my delight, Tak 
Takahashi (Co. A) and Aki Akimoto (HQ) switched to Orion beer, leaving the Zampa to be polished 
off by my buddies Mark Hashimoto (A), Don Matsuda (A) and myself in Minoru and Pat Norikane's 
(C) room. Glory it was. 

Sam Fujikawa's (C) beyond the call of duty must be mentioned. Blood vessels along his turkey red 
neck were ready to burst. Eyes bulging, face red like heck, knees wobbly, ready to buckle any second, 
shaking with each step, piggy-backed Tadashi Umamoto (C), both on and off the bus. Luckily, the 
gentlemen brothers Ed and Henry Hashimoto and Henry Ikemoto (442-AT) assisted. We thought 
"double hernia" for sure. But, no problems, because they were helping out their comrade, Tad. 

Our tour guide, Rose Greene, bubbly, well-versed and accommodating, added that "oomph" to our 
tour. Her favorite Okinawan song is "Basho Fu," and at her own expense, had it printed and translated. 
She attempted to teach it to us. Our bus was a happy one. Goodies were passed on almost 
continuously--was right on. Overheard, "How are you sunshine?" from Mildred Ikemoto. Nary a 
disgruntled person amongst us. 

Bit of infonnation we learned on tour: 

] . 22% of Okinawa is occupied by USA. 
2. Okinawa has Japan's highest longevity rate. 
3. Okinawa and Kyoto have the largest number of art works designated as cultural assets by the 

Minister ofIndustrial Trade and Industry. 
4. Okinawa is made up of 140 Islands; 48 are populated. 
5. Tourism is the number one industry. No.2 is construction. 
6. Mongoose and Habu (snake) fight is a frame up. Habu always loses. 
7. The breakfast at Kariyushi Naha Hotel was the best in Japan--all you can eat American and 

Japanese. Group's consensus. 
8. Kadena Air Base is the largest in all of Japan. 
9. Majority of the tourists are from Japan. 
10. Arthur Tamashiro's look-alike in abundance. Gruff looking, yet, when you greet them with "Cha 

ganjyuu?" breaks out with a wide friendly grin. Translation? Ask Arthur. 

OHANA TOUR CONTINUES By Conrad Tsukayama 

Sunday, November 16 - The staff of Kariyushi Ryukyu Hotel bid us farewell with a big sign saying 
"Matan Mensore" and a wann "Ogenki de"!! While on the bus enroute to the Naha Airport, Ray led 
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the group in singing "Happy 520d Anniversary" to Paulette and Alfred Arakaki. Next stop, Fukuoka on 
Kyushu Island. 

Kyushu is noted for its mountains, active volcanoes, hot springs, magnificent sceneries, and spirited 
people. Historical castles, temples, sites and of Tenno and Daimyos, many associated with our 
childhood memories. Learned also that Kyushu played a major role in opening Japan to Art and 
cultural exchanges with the European and Asian countries. Fukuoka is the largest city on Kyushu with 
the population of 1.3 million. Originally it was a twin city with Hakata. Hotel Station Plaza with 
beautiful accommodations is where we dropped off our luggage and raced across the street to Hakata 
Central Station's underground shopping center to take advantage of the free afternoon. Ton katsu udon 
was highly recommended by our tour director, but we opted for something different. 

Monday, November 17111 - we departed for Beppu, enroute stopped at Dazaifu Terunangu Shrine. This 
is where Yukizane (Mitsuzane) Sugawara is enshrined. Sugawara was one of two colorful ministers in 
Nara, noted for his exceptional plum trees garden. When he was exiled, he became the Acting 
Governor of this area. When Sugawara died, his samurais attempted to take his remains back to Nara 
but the team of oxen refused to move, so here you'll find the oxen and beautiful displays of flowers 
and many plum trees. The shrine is also known as God of Scholar. Thousands of students frequent the 
shrine during their school examinations. 

A short kidney stop and we are again on the road to Beppu which now opens up to vast rugged 
mountain and forest of cedars and maples. Japan, our guide says, is 80% mountain and 42% of the 
forest are privately owned and planted. Patches of bamboo forest, golden persimmons, grape 
vineyards, red cattle in the meadows, peaceful Ryokans and carefully manicured farm villages appear 
like picture slides presentation, only it's naturally real, and each scene was a moment of thrills. Then 
we saw the countless spouts of sulphur vapors and it is hard to imagine that this area leads in year 
round harvest of farm products, quality shiitake, nashi (pears) as well as production of bamboo 
artifacts. Beppu is located in the 80 mile crater of Mt. Aso, a visit to Jigoku gushing hotspring pond 
attest to this area's volcanic source. It is said "eat an egg boiled in this pond will prolong life for 3 
years, 2nd egg, another 3 and the 3rd until you die" The beautiful clear water of this pool is framed by 
tropical plants and the area surrounding with exotic botanical gardens. Nearby, sulphur powder is 
manufactured for home use and many homes in Beppu have piped in hotspring water for bath, cooking 
and heating. Mr. Yoshino, our guide who was born and still lives in Beppu, treated us to special scenic 
spots overlooking the city of Beppu before we settled at the beautiful Suginoi Hotel. 

Tuesday, Nov 18111 -This morning we visited Takasakiyama. Mt. Takasaki National Park is home for 
2,000 wild monkeys living in three separate colonies. It is not a zoo. The whole Mt. Takasaki is their 
habitat. Once a day, each group consisting of several hundred members come down to the base of the 
mountain to be fed and affords spectators a rare opportunity to observe monkeys in their natural 
habitat. 

Gorges all over the world are fascinating, centuries of carving by mother nature and Yabakei Gorge is 
no exception. Peaks, valleys ravines, winding rivers, magnificent rock fonnations, only the bright 
crimson foliage of maple leaves of Yakabei was at the stage where we can only vision its magnificent 
view. Then we arrived at the famous Ao-no-domon, a tunnel dug through solid rocks, using only 
hammer and chisel. It took Zenkai, a Buddhist priest 30 years to complete. It is a story of how a man 
committing great crimes of murder and robbery was able to completely turn his life around and know 
the greatest fulfillment. The day's tour ended with a ski lift and steep hike up to Rakanji Temple 
where 3,770 stone statues of Buddha depicting every possible human mood lined the rocky steps along 
the way. A hot spring bath and an ono Japanese-Western buffet dinner in our yukata. Relax-Enjoy!! 
We leave Beppu for Miyazaki in the morning. 

SONS AND DAUGHTERS NEWS: 

Mabalo to ..... James Lovell Sr. for his donation $100 to the Sons and Daughters 
Judy Nakamura for her donation of$20 
An anonymous donor for a gift of$1,000 
Kiyomi Jane S. Nagai of California for various monetary gifts and 

for purchasing books for her friends 
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AJA Convcntion ••• July 2-5, 1998 

Sons and Daughters are much needed to help in various committees such as souvenir sales, souvenir 
booklet, sons and daughters chapter night (Blast from the Past), Club tOO luncheon on July 5, 
Memorial Service and other activities. It is a big event with all the AJA organizations participating. If 
you can help in any way, please call Ann Kabasawa at (808) 734-0841 or e-mail me at 
annkaba@aloha.net. 

We have received our order of Ambassadors In Arms. These are available for $20 each hardbound 
copy. Call Sophie Hatakenaka to order (phone: (808) 524-5538) or call the Clubhouse at 946-0272. 

Toshio Kokubun (HQ) 
December 8, 1997 

The Club 100 Ohana extends deepest sympathy to his family. May he rest in peace. 

HAPPY VALENTINE'S DAY TO THE SWEETHEARTS (WIDOWS) OF CLUB 100 
by Ray Nosaka 

On February 14. we would like to present a big bouquet of red roses to the sweethearts of Club 100. 
Over the past years, these ladies have responded whenever a call went out for help at the various 
functions. 'rhey still participate in Club 100 activities, karaoke, ukulele. craft, and crochet cla'lses, and 
volunteer for community service, such as the Punchbowl Cemetery Project, PukaPuka Parade collating, 
or whatever the occasion might be where help is needed. 

The following is only a partial list of these beautiful and caring ladies to whom we say "thank you" and 
that we all love you! Happy Valentine's Day to Gladys Kawakami, Mary Hamasaki, Frances Okazaki, 
Dorothy Tamashiro, Marie Y oneshige, Bessie Ichimura, Bessie Nakasone, Margaret Morikawa, Namie 
Takaki, Edna Sakamoto, Nancy Nakamura, Vivian Nakamura, Marian Yamamoto, Violet Yamamoto, 
Elsie Oshita, Bea Shinoda, Toshiko Fukuda, Helen Nikaido, Kay Oshiro, Setsuko Yamagata, and 
Hazel Yokota. 

1998 Club 100 Board of Directors and Committee Chairs 

President Joe Muramatsu (B) 
First Vice President Don Matsuda (A) 
Second Vice President Hajime Yamane (8) 
SecretarylTreasurer Arthur Tamashiro (HQ) 
Director Albert Matsumoto (A) 
Director Hajime Yamane (B) 
Director Kazuto Shimizu (C) 
Director Saburo Nishime (D) 
Director Toshio Yoneyama (HQ) 
Director Jun Enomoto (Medics) 
Director Ted Hamasu (Rural) 
Director George Taketa (Hawaii) 
Director Stanley Izumigawa (Maui) 
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Director Muggsy Morikawa (Kauai) 
Director Sam Fujikawa (So. Cal.) 
Apartment Committee Chair: Don Matsuda 
House Committee Chair: Don Matsuda 
Long Range Planning Committee Chair: 

Warren Iwai 
Memorial Service Committee Chair: 

Hajime Yamane 
Club 100 Special Event (July 5) Committe Co
Chairs: Ilajime Yamane and Ted f-Iamasu 
Scholarship Committee Chair: 

Sakae Takahashi 



CLUB 100 CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR FEBRUARY 1998 

NOTICE: The Clubhouse will be dosed for all activities on 'Wednesday, 
February 4, to allow for pest control spraying. 

ABLE ..................................... Saturday, February 28 ........................ 8 a.m ..................................... Lounge 
BAKER .................................. Saturday, February 21 ........................ 1 p.m ............................. : ....... Lounge 
CHARLIE .............................. Monday, February 16 ......................... 10 a.m ........................... Board Room 
DOG ....................................... Saturday, February 21 ........................ 8 a.m ............................ Board Room 
HQ .......................................... Tuesday, February 17 ........................ 9:30 a.m .......................... Turner Hall 
HAWAII ................................ Thursday , February 26 ....................... 11 :00 a.m .. AlA Veterans Mem. Hall 
MAUl 
RURAL 
KAUAI 
BOARD ................................. Friday, February 13 ........................... 10:00 a.m ...................... Board Room 
S&D BOARD ........................ Friday, February 20 ........................... 7 p.m ............................ Board Room 
GREEN THUMB ................... Monday, February 2 ........................... 10 a.m .................................... Lounge 
KARAOKE FUN NITE ......... Friday, February 13 ........................... 6 p.m .............................. Turner Hall 
LONG RANGE PLANNING COMMITTEE ................................... Sat., Feb. 7 ..... .10 a.m ... Board Room 
CLUB 100 SPECIAL EVENT COMMITTEE (July 5) .................... Sat., Feb. 21 ... .10 a.m ... Board Room 

Deadline for submitting news for the March 1998 issue will be on Tuesday, I~ebruary 17, 1998. 

The Clubhouse Office will be closed on Monday, February 16, in observance of President's Day. 
The Lounge will be open as usual. 

Collating for the March Issue will be on THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 8:30 A.M. 
Able and Charlie Chapters will be responsib1e for the manpower and refreshments. 

Club 100 
Veterans of the 100th Infantry Battalion 
520 Kamoku Street 
Honolulu HI 96826-5120 

JANUARY AND 
FEBRUARY 1998 ISSUE 
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