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FROM THE EDITORS' PUKA by Ray and Aid N osaka 

At last the Brothers In Valor Monument has been completed and now awaits the final curtain for the 
unveiling and dedication on July 4, 1998. 

Construction Chairman Ralph Asahina and his sons Dean and Gene have given so much of their . 
valuable time since the beginning of this project. Believe me, they know what it means to have to deal 
with the bureaucrats of the U.S. Army and Washington, D.C. Also working with the General Project 
Chairman, Henry Kuniyuki, is a long list of "pro bono" contributors without whose valuable help this 
project might not have been completed today. We hope that everyone will take the time to witness and 
participate in the unveiling ceremony. 

To "Reunite and Remember" - The AJA National Convention will be the time and place for reuniting 
and remembering. There is a feeling of excitement in the air when we go to the clubhouse. You can 
see the various souvenirs that will be on sale at the convention. We understand that the coins will be 
collector's items and worth and a great deal more in the years to corne. Stop by the Souvenirs Shop at 
the Garden Lanai of the Ala Moana Hotel where the Sons and Daughters of Club 100 will be waiting to 
assist you in selecting an everlasting memento that will help you to remember. 

Thank you to the following PPP volunteers who came out on May 28 to collate and mail out the June 
issue: Bernard Akamine, Otomatsu Aoki, Alfred Arakaki, Kunio Fujimoto, Tom Fujise, Ralph 
Fukunaga, Mitsuru Furumoto, Mary Hamasaki, Saburo Hasegawa, Tokuichi Hayashi, Ed Ikuma, Isamu 
Inouye, Shigeru Inouye, Gladys Kawakami, Arthur Komiyama, Don and Kimi Matsuda, Al 
Matsumoto, Jack Mizushima, Y. Mugitani, Joichi Muramatsu, Ken Nakagawa, Tom Nakamura, Tom 
Nishioka, Ray & Aki Nosaka, Takeichi Onishi, Bob Sato, Leo Sato, Hiromi Suehiro, Ken Suehiro, 
Ricki & Evelyn Tsuda, Kiyoshi Uyeno, Ukichi Wozumi, Marie Yoneshige, and Kaoru Yonezawa. We 
would like to let "Biffa" know that we miss him and hope that one of these days soon he will be able to 
take his place again in the collating line-up. 

. JUNE BOARD IDGHLIGHTS by President Joe Muramatsu 

The June Board of Directors meeting was called to order on time. After the fomialities of approving 
previous meeting reports, the Executive Secretary's report, the Treasurer's and CPA's report, we got 
down to the serious aspects of the meeting. 

We have a vacant one bedroom apartment. If you know of anyone looking for an apartment, please let 
Drusilla, our Executive Sec~etary know. 

Clean Up Day for the Clubhouse is scheduled for June 20. The House committee is planning to tent 
the Clubhouse to rid it of termites that are eating some of our woodwork. 

The Nominating Committee is looking for a Second Vice President. Are there any takers out there? 

Transportation from Fort DeRussy to the Convention Center will be provided, so it will make it easier 
for us to attend the Brothers In Valor Monument Dedication Ceremony. 

Golfers, passes to the Hickam Course may be picked up at the 442nd Clubhouse. 



The Club 100 Optional Tour ofthe Windward Coast is still scheduled and seats are available, so please 
apply if you are interested in going. 

There is no cut off date for the Clubhouse Bash, but the early registration deadline is passed. If you 
sign up now, it will cost you $20. 

The Club 100 Annual Memorial Service will be on September 27, 1998, following about the same 
fonnat as last year. If you are a next of kin of KIA or you know someone who is, please let the office 
know the name and address so that a special invitation can be sent out. Next of Kin will again wear the 
gold ribbon at the Memorial Service. <~ 

Martin Tohara's request that we honor Richard Halloran by naming him an Honorary Member of Club 
100 was approved. He has a strong interest in Club 100 and the Nisei; he is writing a book about 
Sparky Matsunaga, and after he was the keynote speaker at our Memorial Service last year, he helped 
to develop a brochure for visitors to the Clubhouse. The Board unanimously agreed with Martin that it 
would be a good thing to have him as an Honorary Member. 

The Board has waived the dues of Everett Yukio Umeda, a member of Rural Chapter. 

Requests from Sam Slom and Adm. Ronald J. Hays (Ret) to endorse their candidates for elective office 
were not acted upon because we are a non-political club. 

No action was taken on the JCCH Tradi Awards Banquet because no one showed any interest in 
attending. 

It was decided that we look for a place to hold our 57th Anniversary Celebration in June 1999. A 
couple of hotels were suggested, or shall we go to Las Vegas for our anniversary? Also, do we want an 
elaborate celebration in the year 2000? 

1998 AJA Veterans National Convention 

Pick .uP registration packets (your entry tag, program booklet, memento items) at the Ala Moana Hotel 
by 2 p.m. on Friday, July 3. (The time has been revised.) If you would like to pick up your packet 
at the Club 100 Clubhouse, please call to request this service by 5 p.m. on Monday, June 29. 
Only those who request to pick up their packet at the clubhouse will have their packet (and pre
ordered souvenir merchandise) at the clubhouse on Friday, July 3, from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. We are 
offering this service because many of you have expressed your difficulty in getting to the Ala Moana 
Hotel. We have heard that Ala Moana Shopping Center will not ticket or tow your car away if you 
park there while you go to the hotel to pick up your packet. If you do pick up your packet at the Ala 
Moana Hotel, go on Thursday, July 2, between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. or on Friday, July 3, between 7:30 
a.m. and 2 p.m. 

Remember, you will need your entry tag in order to be admitted to the luncheon banquet and to ride the 
bus on Sunday. 

While you are picking up your registration packet, be sure to browse through the displays and to 
patronize the souvenir tables. If you pre-ordered merchandise and requested shipping, you should have 
received your order by now. If you have not received it yet, please call Drusilla at (808) 946-0272. 

Have you purchased your parking pass, yet? Handicapped stalls are still available in the 
Convention Center parking garage. There are $5 stalls available at the 1601 Kapiolani Building, 
and "premium" parking for $15. Please call the clubhouse office fol' more information. 
(946-0272) 

If you would like to attend the Brothers In Valor Monument Dedication at Fort DeRussy, you should 
plan to park early and catch the City Bus to Fort DeRussy or walk from the Landmark Building to Fort 
DeRussy before the 9 a.m. ceremony. After the ceremony, there will be shuttle bus transportation 
which will take you directly to the Convention Center. 
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If you do not go to the monument dedication and you arrive after 8 o'clock at the Convention Center, 
plan to view the artwork or stroll the promenade along the Ala Wai. There will souvenir sales tables in 
the foyer area. Be sure to admire the orchid display by Mah Jong Yoshimura and the Green Thumb 
Club. 

The doors to the dining area will open and bar service will begin at 10 a.m. Be sure to check your 
entry tag for your table number. The tables will be arranged in color-coded groups: 
GoldlRed/WhitelBlue. Ushers will help you find your table. As much as possible, the committee tried 
to honor your seating requests. Unfortunately, many did not indicate any preference, so we hope we 
guessed right. Emergency Medical Personnel from Straub will be on hand to offer their assistance if 
needed. Army Reservists wiJl assist bus passengers in the loading area and from the parking garage 
into the main building. 

The table centerpieces will be designed by our own Suzan Kaninau, daughter of James Kawashima (8). 
Sue and her committee really hustled to find donors and good prices for the basket contents. Some of 
the contacts turned out to be "related" to Club 100 and other veterans, such as Menehune Water 
Company's Gary Hosaka whose uncle is Dog Company's Richard Hosaka. Stanley Ono, son of Sadao 
Ono (B), is helping with the pineapples from Del Monte Fresh Produce (Hawaii), Inc. Toshimi 
Sodetani (C) went to bat and arranged for a very nice donation of chocolate candy from Hawaiian Host 
Chocolates. Michael Matsumoto, son of Hideo Matsumoto of the 442nd's I Company, is providing 
specially made bags of seasoned salt from his company Som! Good Thing. Walt Atebara, nephew of 
James Ihara of the 442nd, is sending bags of their famous chips from the Big Island. There will be 
many other locally-made goodies in the baskets, so we won't spoil the surprise for you. We hope you 
sample the contents before and after lunch is served and your table-mates can jan-ken-po for the 
nokori. 

The floral arrangements will also be designed by Suzan and her crew, using donations from veterans' 
gardens. Remember to deliver your cuttings to the Club 100 Clubhouse by noon on Thursday, 
July 2. 

Entertainment will be by Kanihi.u and Kenny Endo's Taiko Ensemble. Bob Jones, honorary Club 100 
member, will emcee the program, and another honorary member, the Rev. Don Asman, will voice the 
invocation and grace. Dog Company's Hershey Miyamura and his wife will be among the honored 
guests, as will be Hung Wai Ching and Gene Castagnetti. Bud Smyser and newly confirmed honorary 
member Richard Halloran will be hosted by Club 100. 

General David Bramlett, formerly ofCINCPAC, and now Commanding General of U.S. Army Forces' 
Command, will be one of the keynote speakers. General Bramlett became a friend and supporter of the 
AJA veterans during the planning of VJ-Day commemorative events in 1995. Later, he became a 
strong advocate of the awards up-grade project and has never lost touch with his Hawaii AJA veteran 
friends. 

Hawaii's own fo,ur-star general, General Eric Shinseki, will also be a keynote speaker. Some of you 
may have met General Shinseki when he was in Honolulu in 1996 and joined in hoping and praying 
that he would earn his fourth star. He received it in July 1997, and is now the highest ranking AJA in 
the US. Army. His current assignment is Commander in Chief, United States Army Europe and 
Seventh Army. He and his wife, the former Patti Yoshinobu of Kauai, wil1'be flying in from Bosnia to 
join in the convention activities. 

Avin Oshiro, son of Seie Oshiro (A), and Joyce Doi, daughter of Joe Muramatsu (B), are working very 
hard to assure that everything goes smoothly for the banquet and program. Amy Muroshige, daughter 
of Kenneth Muroshige (B), is coordinating all of the volunteer help for the convention activities. Ann 
Kabasawa, daughter of Ray Nosaka (B), and her crew of photographers, including Gary Saito, son of 
the late Yoshio Saito (B), will be snapping pictures. Warren Yamamoto, son of the late Richard 
Yamamoto (C), is in charge of Transportation details for the entire convention. Mimi Nakano, 
daughter of Shizuya Hayashi (AIRural), is working with a professional team to produce a video for the 
banquet program. Jill Thalmann, daughter of the late Roland Miyashiro (A), is editing, designing ads, 
and coordinating the Program Booklet for the convention. She has recruited her co-workers at 
ObunHawaii to help with Souvenir Merchandise Sales, which she also chairs. Mimi will be assisting 
with the Sons and Daughters Oral History Workshop, too, and Ann is co-chair for the Sons and 
Daughters Theme Party. Avin is also the producer for the play, "Our Hearts Were Touched With Fire." 

3 



The Club 100 Board Room is the weekly meeting site for the convention Steering Committee and for 
about two weeks, Turner Han was the rehearsal place for the play. Ted Hamasu, Hajiroe Yamane, and 
Joe Muramatsu are faithful Club 100 representatives to the planning meetings. Your Executive 
Secretary has her hands full helping to facilitate matters, from typing letters to potential sponsors, to 
selling parking passes, to seIling tickets to the play. Of course, the other veterans clubs have their own 
people working hard, too, on the golf tournaments, memorial service, registration, publicity, and a 
million other things that need to be done for a national convention. 

On Sunday, buses will transport everyone into Punchbowl crater for the joint Memorial Service. Those 
who need special wheelchair accommodations should contact the Club 100 office to inform us of your 
"need. Then we will know how many special buses we will need to hire. Those w~th wheelchairs 
should park and board the bus at the Honolulu Municipal Building (HMB) Parking Garage. This is the 
only location where special buses will pick up wheelchair passengers. All others may park either at the 
Honolulu Municipal Building or at the Ala Wai School Parking Lot. Hint: If you are planning to 
attend the Clubhouse Bash, park at the Ala Wai School Parking Lot. Board the bus there and 
the bus will return you to the Clubhouse after the memorial service. No need to drive again until 
you are ready to leave the clubhouse. If you are boarding the bus at a hotel and plan to attend 
the bash, check out in the morning and leave your bags at the Front Desk. After the service, 
board a bus going to Ala Wai School Parking Lot. At the bash, sign up for transportation back 
to your hotel. Army Reservists will help you board the bus at Ala Wai School. Air National Guard 
personnel will help you find parking and will direct you to the buses at the Honolulu Municipal 
Building. Parking at these two lots is free on Sunday, but you will need to wear your entry tag to show 
that you paid for the transportation fee for the bus. The bus shuttles will run fTom 7 a.m. to 8 a.m. at 
Ala Wai School and from 7 a.m. to 8:15 a.m. at HMB. Buses will depart from hotels every 15 minutes 
beginning at 6:45 a.m. and the last bus will leave at 8:00 a.m. Dr. Dennis Ogawa is the keynote 
speaker. The memorial service will also include a missing man formation fly·over by the Air National 
Guard and the "Fife and Drum" Corps. Remember to take your onenju for the oshoko offering before 
the service. Because of the size of the crowd, overflow seating will be on the steps. Pack smart 
and put a seat pad in your bag. 

Of all the other events that are going on 'over th~ Fourth of July weekend, we recommend two: The 
first is the play by Ed Sakamoto, "Our Hearts Were Touched With Fire." The tickets are very 
reasonably priced, so you can afford to treat your whole family. Read Ben Tamashiro's review 
elsewhere in this issue. Don't miss out on this opportunity to see the play. The second event we 
recommend is the exhibit, "Witness: Our Brothers' Keepers" which will be installed at the University 
of Hawaii Commons Gallery and will open July 4 through 31. There is no admission fee. While 
you're at the University, you may want to visit the World War II Nisei exhibit at Hamilton Library. 
Check the program booklet for dates and times. 

Fundraising for the convention has been difficult with the Hawaii economy in a slump. Nevertheless, 
Times Supermarket (Wally Teruya-HQ), Rainbow Drive In (Seiju Ifuku-C), Island Insurance (Fred 
Kanemura-B), Central Pacific Bank (Sakae Takahashi-B), Hawaiian Host Chocolates (Toshimi 
Sodetani-C), an anonymous Club 100 member, and the Sons and Daughters of the 100th Inf. Bn., along 
with individual donors, Francis Shinohara, Sueo "Slim" Sakamoto, Larry Kodama (D-Hawaii), Kazuo 
Yamane (B), and Takeshi Teshima (B) made donations which will help the convention meet its 
expenses. 

Club 100 will have more than 60 tables at the Convention Luncheon Banquet. This is a wonderful 
showing! 

CLUB 100 SPECIAL EVENTS (July 3, 4, 5,1998) 

Optional Tour: There are 33 signed up for the tour on Friday, July 3. More "tourists" can be 
accommodated. 

Clubhouse Bash: We have received approximately 165 reservations for the Bash on Sunday, July 5, 
immediately after the Memorial Service at Punchbowl. Parking is available at Ala Wai School and a 
portable "lua" which is wheelchair accessible will be set up. 
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Hospitality Room at the Clubhouse: Fruit, home-made desserts, and tsukemono donations are being 
received by Saburo Ishitani. Drivers are needed to take members back to their hotels after the bash. 
Ben Tagami is sending 20 cases of fruit for the hospitality room. Others have promised to guard their 
growing lychee and mango until the big weekend. Some have voiced this concern: Remember, the 
fruit is to be shared; please don't take the fruit home before the event is over. 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY'S REPORT 

Mahalo to the following donors for their thoughtful gifts to Club 100: 

• $20 
• $40 
• $500 
• $100 
• $100 
• $50 
• $25 
• $100 

from an anonymous veteran for the Clubhouse Bash 
from Francis Shinohara for the Convention 
from Kazuo Yamane for the Clubhouse Bash 
from Kenneth L. Mun in memory of Masayoshi Nakano (C) 
from Alice Shiozaki and Kay Oshiro for the Clubhouse Bash 
from Takeshi Tanaka for the Clubhouse Bash 
from Takeshi Tanaka for the Clubhouse Clean Up 
from Richard Omori (B) 

by Drusilla A. Tanaka 

• $100 from Teikichi Higa (B-Okinawa) for the Clubhouse Bash and Hospitality Room. He 
writes: "Being far apart across the Pacific Ocean, I cannot shake hands with my friends. 
I shall see you folks at good old clubhouse in the future." 

The PukaPuka Parade received: 
• $25 from Sally and Yutaka Inouye (A) 
• $25 from Takeshi Kimura 
• $50 from Richard Omori (B) 

Thank you very much: To Masasuke Toma who continues to work on the Board Room Conference 
Table. It's a big job! To Don Matsuda who removed the termite-eaten counter top near the PA 
equipment and replaced it with a solid counter top. Now, when someone stands on it, he won't go 
crashing through. 

Happy Birthday to You new octoyenarians in}uly: Masao Fujimoto (FlHawaii), Harry 
Hirata (D), Jim Ishizawa (D/So. Cal.), Charles Okimoto (A), Harold Tabata (HQ), Makoto Takiguchi 
(D/Kauai), Shigeru Tsubota (D), Ukichi Wozumi (B), and Ralph Yoshioka (B). 

The PukaPuka Parade is the monthly newsletter of Club 100, Veterans of the 1 DOth Infantry 
Battalion. Published at 520 Kamoku Street, Honolulu, Hawaii 96826. 

GLENDALE'S MEMORIAL DAY SALUTE TO lOOTH'S SADAO MUNEMORI 
. by Stan Izumigawa 

When, as president of the 1 DOth's Maui chapter, I received an invitation to attend the city of Glendale's 
Memorial Day Services honoring "Spud" Munemori, the only nisei Medal of Honor recipient from 
World War II, I knew immediately that I wanted to go. We had been good buddies from the day 
"Spud" joined "A" Company near Anzio and I had been on the same hill on April 5, 1945, although I 
did not learn until later that he had died that day. 

The May 25 program was well done and featured all the elements attendant to Memorial Day services. 
The printed program, a separate handout, and the MC's salute detailed "Spud's" background and 
actions leading to the Medal of Honor. The city's veterans services office had arranged for a 1 DOth 
Infantry Battalion wreath and I felt honored to present it. Ben Tagami of the Los Angeles chapter who 
was also an acquaintance of "Spud's" in "A" company arranged to have on displa.y at the ceremonies 
two impressive wreaths depicting the logos of the 100th and the 442nd. 

Representing the lOOth, I was asked to share some of my memories of "Spud" and I recounted some of 
our experiences. For the information of those who did not know him, "Spud" was one of those 
"Kotonks" who truly liked, respected, and valued his association with the island boys. His sister 
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(Yaeko Yokoyama, Honolulu) tells how in his letters home he looked forward to getting together with 
his Hawaii buddies after the war. 

Several veterans from the Los Angeles area also attended, looking "sharp" in their jackets and caps. 
Those I knew included George Kurisu, Yeiki Matsui, Henry Hayashi, Don Miyada, Hank Yoshitake, 
and Ben Tagami. A small contingent also came from Sacramento, a six hour drive away. 

After the Glendale program concluded we were able to make it for the tail end of the Memorial Day 
Service at Evergreen Memorial Park in Los Angeles where many from the Japanese community, 
including over one hundred 100th-442nd veterans, are buried. The outstanding feature there is a statue 
of "Spud" on a towering 30-ft. pedestal. Sam Fujikawa, president of the Los Angeles chapter, 
observed that, "Every year the crowd is getting smaller. The veterans are dying off." 

Many thanks to Ben and Jean Tagami who really took care of me. 

TO LIGHT THE PAST 
"OUR HEARTS WERE TOUCHED WITH FlREtt 

A review by Ben Tamashiro 

Touched by fire? Consider these sparklers in the play's opening scene: Nighttime, the sound of frogs 
croaking and plopping about; three pals - Froggie, Bozo, Lefty - gingerly feeling their way into the 
stream, their banter filled with the excitement of bringing home something nice and juicy for the dinner 
table. "Eh, Bozo, you see 'urn?" "'Not yet." "Try shine the flashlight dis way." "You tink we can 
catch da buggas?" "Aeh, got 'urn!" Froggie cries out. "Dinna, dinna, man!" "Aeh, dis good, eh," 
declares Bozo. "Dis da bes'. Fooling around Ii' dis, good fun. I going always rememba, you know, 
always. Dis my fav'rite time." 

The laughter and the lights go out with Pearl Harbor. Things change. Bozo enlists and comes to the 
10Oth, is killed in the rescue of the Lost Battalion, the climactic scene in the play. 

"Hearts" threads its way through the young lives of the three pals. But this is no fictionalized account 
made simply for theatrics. It's for real as it can be--three families caught up in the conflicts, loves and 
frustrations of the war years as. we have lived them. 

First, the Kumatas, local - "Old Man" Kumata and his children, Froggie and Misako. Next, the 
Nakamotos from California, interned - mother Yoshiko, sons Tad and Fuji, daughter Kilo. Fuji rebels 
against the internment, scraps with Tad over principles and is jailed for standing up against a 
democracy getting skewed. He even abandons his haole girl friend in the dilemma. Hearts begin to 
burn even more as Tad decides to volunteer for the army. Mother Yoshiko cautions him, "You don't 
have to be a hero." He dies a hero's death on French soil. Third, the Walkers - Warren the elder, a 
big-time West Coast publisher who despises the Japanese no end; wife Rose; son Brian who enlists in 
the army over their objections and lands in the 442nd. He, too, dies in the Battle of the Lost Battalion. 

Others in the large cast of 45 include kotonk girls in the Jerome (Arkansas} relocation camp in their 
first encounter with the pidgin-English speaking Hawaii soldiers. Leiko offers some food to "Baby" 
Koga who responds with "Ono! Onol" She's downcast, "I don't think he likes it. He keeps saying, 
'Oh, no. Oh, no.'" 

Then there's FBI agent Holley who comes to interview old man Kurnata immediately following the 
outbreak of war. When Froggie attempts to intercede, he spits out a warning to him: "Listen, you little 
shit, I don't give a damn what you think. You're lucky I don't drag your ass behind bars right now. 
We got our eyes on you people. Make one wrong move and I'll get you." 

There's also the kibei cook who drives the guys nuts singing Japanese songs whenever he feels like it. 
(How well we all remember those instances in camp.) 

And Capt. Manke. In a discussion with Brian about his concern in serving beside Japanese American 
soldiers, he tells him of his own situation, of parents emigrated from Heidelberg and uncles and 
cousins in the German military, the Wehrmacht. 



Brian: "Hell, that's different. You know, you're ... " 
Manke: "White? That the difference?" 

After the war, the men in Lt. Walker's platoon make a pledge to clean up their pidgin before going to 
California to seek out parents. They tell them that "he was not the bulai type, real akamai, maybe not 
in da beginning but he wen' learn real fas. '" . 

They also visit the Nakamotos and hand a last letter from Tad to his mother. "I'm honored to be 
fighting for my country with the best soldiers in this army. They are wonderful guys and I'm proud to 
call them my friends." 

General Miles comes to present a Distinguished Service Cross to mother Y oshiko. He speaks of Lt. 
Tadashi Nakamoto who volunteered from an internment camp, leaving his family behind barbed wires. 
He apologizes for the grievous mistakes made in the hysteria of war. 

They are now ready to return to Hawaii. 

This drama about the 100/442 is a means to light the past. For instance, when Froggie tells his dad that 
he's joining up, the old man advises him: "You go okay, good. America you home. You help 
America." Then: "No make shame. Ma-ke okay. But no make shame." 

At the play's premiere four years ago at the Kennedy Theater, a woman came to tell me that when I 
said that line, "No make shame," she began to cry and couldn't stop for five minutes, thinking about 
ojiji who used to hammer that lesson into the younger ones. And others who've seen the play keep 
recounting similar reactions to that line, which speaks well for our consciousness about cultural roots 
in this day of changing lifestyles and values. 

But this concern over "no make shame" isn't ours alone. General Colin Powell in his book, "My 
American Journey," writes that "Ironically, for all the present sensitivity over correctness, we seem to 
have lost our sense of shame as a society. Nothing seems to. embarrass us; nothing shocks us anymore. 
A sense of shame is not a bad moral compass. I wonder where our national sense of shame has gone." 

And so the play gets to our roots, stirring up memories of things "I going always rememba ... my fav'rite 
time" - like when our most cherished tool was a pocketknife and our pockets bulges with things like 
slingshots fashioned from the v-notches of guava trees; getting down on our knees in the dirt playing 
marbles and shooting kinikini off the hapu'upu'u was simply great fun; climbing mango trees to get at 
the ripe ones dangling from the highest and outmost branches was challenging but irresistible; and 
happiness was sitting around a pile of sugarcane stalks in the middle of a canefield and chewing away 
the hours. 

From such forthright Island environments of the buddaheads to the lands were the AJAs fought and 
died - on continental soil once trampled by Caesar's Roman legions and the armies of Napoleon -
"Hearts" is a tribute to all who were touched by that fire. 

The playwright. Ed Sakamoto, born and raised in the Islands, now of Los Angeles, has written 
fourteen plays, nine of which have Hawaii themes. They've been produced in cities from San 
Francisco to New York, and Hawaii. Last month in a ceremony in the governor's office, he was 
presented with the Hawaii Award for Literature for 1998. 

The director. Jim Nakamoto has taken over the reins from Glenn Cannon (who was stricken with heart 
problems at the very start of rehearsals). Jim has a long association with Kumu Kahua, but more than 
that, he's been a long time teacher of drama at McKinley High School were he has really made his 
mark. So, even under the extenuating circumstances of the moment, we are confident that the direction 
of the play is in good hands. 

Editors' Note: There are still lots of good seats left for the performances. As Bud Smyser said, the 
effect of the play is more than one receives from reading a book or watching a video. Send your 
children and grandchildren. Call the Clubhouse at 946-0272 for ticket information. 
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HEADQUARTERS CHAPTER NEWS 

Thanks to Elsie Oshita, HQ is represented in this issue of the PPP. Elsie was a classmate of Bumpei 
Akaji on Kauai. Bumpei is a veteran of HQ, a replacement from 442nd, who received his discharge in 
Italy after peace was declared. He stayed in Italy to study sculpture and to absorb all the fine art that 
the region offers. Bumpei is a well-known metal sculptor in Hawaii and his most recent work is the 
Brothers In Valor Monument at Fort DeRussy. Bumpei, Ray Nosaka, Sakae Takahashi and Joe 
Muramatsu represent the 100th and are sprinkled in among the 442nd, 1399, and MIS veterans who are 
working on the project. Elsie sent us an article on her high school friend (it was not until recently that 
she realized that he served in the same HQ Company as her late husband, Tony) and a few excerpts are 
inc1uded here: 

Lawai, Kauai, is where this son of Hawaii, Bumpei was born and grew up. Now this 
Bumpei--he went to Kalaheo Elementary School and graduated from Kauai High 
School (Class of 1939). In school, Bumpei was really good in art and he wanted to be 
an artist when he grew up. I'm sure his parents must have been worried because 
everybody knows that artists don't make money. Bumpei, who was as stubborn then as 
he is today, wanted to be an artist no matter what. 

Bumpei served in the 442nd and in the 100th Infantry Battalion in Europe. Bumpei 
loved Europe and enrolled himself in the Academy of Fine Arts Bera in Milan. 
Together with his GI Bill and a 1949 awarded Fullbright Scholarship, Bumpei lived 
happily until he received his Bachelors Degree and the Army sent him home to Hawaii. 

He went back to school and received a Masters Degree in Fine Arts from the University 
of Hawaii. His stubbornness--his insistence that art would be a great part of his life has 
made this son of Hawaii someone we can all be very proud of. His work can be 
appreciated at Ala Moana Shopping Center; Eternal Flame on Beretania Street across 
the State Capitol; Bishop Trust Building; University of Hawaii-John A. Burns School of 
Medicine; East-West Center-Jefferson Hall; Student Services Center-VVV monument; 
Ewa Beach Library; Moanalua High School; First Hawaiian Bank-Nimitz and 
Dillingham; Pioneer Plaza Trust Building; Private collections of Keiji Kawakami; 
Fukunaga Foundation-Servco; Manoa Market Place Executives, and the Brothers In 
Valor Monument at Fort DeRussy. Other work can be found on Maui, Molokai, 
Hawaii, and Kauai. 

Bumpei Akaji IS a son of Hawaii, a truly compassionate, creative, mischievous 
marshmallow. 

MAUl CHAPTER NEWS by Tom Nagata 

Maui observed Memorial Day on Monday morning, May 25, at the Maui County Veterans Cemetery, 
Makawao. The 11 am service was under the direction of the Vietnam Veterans Club this year, a 
remember of the Maui County Veterans Council. Maui Chapter vice-president Satoji Arisumi 
represented Club 100 during the flower presentation. Chapter president Stanley Izumigawa was in 
Glendale, California, to attend a Memorial Day Service honoring Sadao Munemori, Medal of Honor 
Recipient, who is buried in the Veterans Cemetery in Glendale. Stanley was a member of A Company 
and knew Munemori who was also in A Company during the War. 

When WW II started, I was on detached service from D Company, 299th Inf. First Bn. Hawaii Army 
National Guard, to Bn. Hqrs. as file clerk because I had a year of typing lesson in school. Prior to the 
War, we had week-end passes so we could spend Saturdays and Sundays at home, then return to Camp 
Paukukalo, National Guard, located near the ocean of the lao Stream. I remember one Sunday evening 
when 1 was walking back to camp after getting off the bus, Masao Sato passed by on his motorcycle 
and gave me a ride to camp. A week after Pearl Harbor, on December 15, 1941, I heard the sound of 
cannon fire down by the ocean and shells screaming toward Kahului. The Battalion Commander, Lt. 
col. Alvin Silva ran up the hill behind the Battalion Headquarters, so I followed him. About two miles 
out to sea, a Japanese submarine had surfaced and two men were manning the surface cannon and were 
firing 3-inch high explosive shells toward the Kahului Maui Pine cannery smoke stack, with an officer 
standing in the conning tower with his binoculars directing the fire. After 10 rounds, they stopped 
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firing and headed out into the twilight. There were no casualties among the civilians. Then, shortly 
after New Year's Day, I was awakened in Camp by the sound of screaming shells passing overhead. 
Another Japanese submarine had surfaced in the middle of the night and fired ten 5-inch 95-pound 
shells toward the sand hills around Baldwin High School. We were able to dig up an unexploded shell 
the next day and bring it back to Camp Paukukalo. Luckily, there were no casualties again. Another 
night, a Japanese submarine attacked the "Royal T. Frank" just outside Hana, Maui, that was carrying 
men of the 4th draft back to Hilo, Hawaii. It was torpedoed and sunk with only a few lucky survivors, 
some of whom later became members of the I OOth Infantry Battalion. Camp Paukukalo is now a 
community of nice homes built especially for the people of Hawaiian ancestry. 

CHARLIE CHAPTER NEWS by Warren Iwai 

CLUBHOUSE CLEANUP: 8:00 AM Saturday, June 20. Report to Chick Miyashiro for assignment. 
Lunch will be served. 

1998 AJA VETERANS CONVENTION BANQUET: Charlie Chapter will have nine tables for its 
members and guests. I'm looking forward to seeing some familiar faces and some new faces, such as 
Ben and Daisy Takayesu, Maui; Robert and Lucy Sato, Washington; George and Mary Miyahara, 
California; Warren Tamura, Idaho; Seichi Hoashi, Kauai; Tom Nagata, Maui; Cynthia Fujikawa, New 
York; and Millie Fencl, Illinois. 

The Clubhouse Bash is open to all members. Cost is $20. You do not have to be registered for the 
convention to join in on this shindig. It starts right after the Memorial Service on Sunday, July 5. This 
is our "Aloha" gathering, so I urge all of you to attend this party. 

Convention Golf: Seven members from Company C will be out playing golf on Thursday, July 2nd at 
Mamala Golf Course out at Hickam Air Force Base. They are Robert Sato, Mill Creek, WA; Warren 
Tamura, Nampa, ID; Oscar Miyashiro, Cary Miyashiro, Kazuto Shimizu, Toshimi Sodetani, and 
Warren Iwai -- all of Honolulu. 

Moving: Masa and Ai Kawamoto are moving to Hawaii Kai Retirement Home in July. Meantime, 
Masa is trying to sell his home on Crater Road (Kaimuki). Like the Shimizus they will be living on the 
easy -- no cooking, no yard work, just relaxing and enjoying. 

Traveling: Yoshio Anzai will be off to a 14-day trip to Japan on June 13. He will be accompanied by 
his two daughters, son, son-in-law and a grand-daughter, making it a party of seven. They will spend 
five days in Fukushima, four days in Kyoto and four days in Tokyo. For Yoshio, it is haka-maili since 
his parents are buried in Fukushima. It is also a return to his kokyo (forusato) because he lived in 
Fukushima from age 5 to 17, when he returned to Hawaii. A bon voyage to the Anzai's--we hope you 
all have an interesting trip and lots of Happy Times. 

DOG CHAPTER NEWS by Helen Nikaido 

Karyn Harada, wife of Michael 'and daughter-in-law of Ed and Kay Harada, teaches at Ma'e Ma'e 
School. One day, two veterans went to the school to talk to the students about their war experiences 
while serving with the famed 100th Infantry Battalion. The two veterans were Martin Tohara and 
Tokuji Ono. I called Martin and he said they have been going to the various high schools and 
elementary schools when the history teachers call them. He says it is a most rewarding experience 
talking to the students and they meet some of their families, too. One of the vice-principals 
remembered Tokuji from when she was a student at his Washington Intermediate School many years 
ago. This project has been going on for about eight years now. Mike Tokunaga and Martin Tohara 
started with the radio talk show on the Japanese program. 

Called Jane Matsunami and Kay Yoshioka to see how they were doing. "Matsu" and Jane, Robert and 
Kay are doing okay which was good to hear. I tried calling the widows, but find that they are so hard 
to get hold of. I finally got Stella Nakayama (Katsumi) and she says she was getting ready to go on a 
trip for two weeks to Branson and Las Vegas on June 16. Mitsuko Kurisu (George) says she has not 
gone on any trips, yet. Ruth Watanabe (Ronald) is doing fine. It was nice chatting with them and to be 
in touch. 
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Haven't heard anything about the next ladies' luncheon. Florence Mitsunaga and Mildred Yoshida are 
in charge--they must be busy. 

Have you visited the columbarium at Punchbowl cemetery recently? It's well kept and really nice with 
new signs showing the court numbers and sections and now they have vase holders above the faucets 
which is so convenient when changing the water in the vase. It was a very thoughtful idea and I'm sure 
everyone who visits there appreciates it. 

F COMPANY NEWS by Kenneth M. Higa 

Since Mataki Takeshita had t~ be "coerced" by Shizue to go on a IS-day Cherry Blossom tour to 
Japan, I was glad to hear Mataki say, "We had a wonderful time." He raved about the beautiful cherry 
blossoms, which were in full bloom everywhere. They visited Honshu, Shikoku and Kyushu. They 
left for Tokyo on March 31 and returned home on April 14. 

From Tokyo, they traveled southward visiting many interesting sights and places such as the huge 
bronze image of Buddha or "Daibutsu" in Kamakura; the Toyota car factory in Toyota City; the Hibari 
Misora Museum in Kyoto; the beautiful Rorakuen Garden, one of the three best in Japan, in Okayama, 
and also the movie studio where the popular samurai show, "Abarenbo Shogun" is filmed; the Peace 
Memorial Museum with its many collections of pictures and objects of the devastating results of the 
Atomic Bomb in Hiroshima, the visit to beautiful Miyajima; the fantastic five-span wooden Kintai 
Bridge over the Nishiki River in Iwakuni, and the Akiyoshido Cave, Japan's largest stalactite cave, in 
Yamaguchi, to name a few. 

In Beppu, they stayed at the popular Suginoi Hotel where they saw a terrific performance by a Chinese 
Acrobatic Troupe in the hotel theater. Shizue enjoyed the onsen. They did well at the Aso National 
Park climbing up to the crater. They enjoyed their visits to other cities in Kyushu and Shikoku because 
this trip was their first to these two islands of the Japanese archipelago. 

By the way, Helen and Yasuto Furusho were booked on the same tour, but they had to cancel their 
reservation. Poor Yasuto, F Company's Number One Travel Bug, is grounded. He is suffering from 
severe back and leg pains. He has taken x-rays and other tests, but to no avail--the results did not show 
anything definite to pinpoint the cause. Yasuto, we hope you will get well soon so your "itchy feet" 
can resume traveling again. 

Since F Company is made up of only original members of the 1 ~Oth, they are no longer middle-aged 
men. Instead, practically everyone is a broken-down and over-the-hill veteran with all kinds of health 
and physical problems. However, the trouble with some is that they do not realize that they are not 
youngsters anymore. When Bea and I visited the Taoka's about a month ago, I noticed that the tall 
lychee tree in their backyard would be yielding a bumper crop this year. So, I asked Hakaru, "Who is 
going to climb the tree to harvest the crop?" With a kind of sheepish grin on his face, he replied, "Me. 
I have been climbing the tree for many years because no one else will do it." Hey, da buggah has all 
kinds of ailments, but he still thinks he can do a young man's job. Brah, it is good to think and feel 
young at heart, but please, don't live dangerous]y. 

The Grim Reaper has struck a mighty blow in our ranks. Two members who gave much of their time 
and effort for F Company passed on to the Great Beyond on March 20 and 22. Kiyoshi Jinnohara and 
Rudy Yoshida served as officers of F Company for many years and as Chairmen of various functions 
for our annual state-wide reunions. They willingly accepted any task assigned them and always did a 
bang-up job. Kiyoshi and Rudy were very conscientious and reliable persons. We will miss them very 
much. 

Howard Yamamoto of Kapaa, Kauai, a retired self-employed horticulturist, passed away on April 19. 
Prior to venturing full time in the nursery business, Howard was employed in the Accounting Division 
of the Federal Aviation Administration in Honolulu. 

Hatsuyo Funamoto, wife of Thomas Funamoto, passed away on May 29 in Kapiolani Hospital at Pali 
Momi. She was a retired se]f~employed doll maker. In earlier years, Hatsuyo was a radio and 
television personality. She hosted programs on the Japanese Language radio and television stations. 
She was born in Fukui-ken, Japan. 
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Harry Saito, a retired shipping clerk for Hawaii Stevedore, Inc., passed away on June 7. He was a 
member of the first platoon. When F Company was disbanded, Harry was transferred to D Company. 
We extend our deepest condolences to the Jinnohara, Yoshida, Yamamoto, Funamoto, and Saito 
families and relatives for the loss of their loved ones. May they rest in peace. 

At funeral services, we meet "da kine long-time-no-see" friends. I was surprised and, at the same time, 
happy to see Hideshi Niimi at Hatsuyo Funamoto's memorial service on June 8 at the Hosoi Garden 
Mortuary. He was a very sick man last year, and spent many months recuperating at home. Hideshi, it 
is wonderful that you are now able to go out from your home. 

When I visited Shinsuke Shimabukuro of Hawaii at Straub Hospital, he said he was very fortunate that 
the doctors at Hilo Hospital finally decided to transfer him to Straub because he was getting weaker 
and weaker. The doctors at Straub diagnosed his illness and changed the medication which put him on 
the road to recovery. He had contracted a rare illness, which I haven't heard for over twenty years--the 
Legionnaires' Disease. In the summer of 1976, when the American Legion Organization held its 
convention in Philadelphia, many of the conventioneers were suddenly stricken by a then unknown bug 
and now known and called the Legionnaires' Disease. After his discharge from Straub, Shinsuke spent 
two weeks recuperating at his daughter's home before returning to Mountain View, Hawaii. 

A few weeks ago, when Bea and I flew to Hilo to visit our good friend, Yasuo Iwasaki, I called 
Shinsuke and was glad to hear that he was getting along pretty good. Take care, Shinsuke. By the 
way, Yasuo is an active member of Hawaii Chapter who served with E and C Companies. Our visit to 
see him was to fulfill a promise I made to him when he was critically ill in Queen's Hospital last 
November. We are glad that he, too, is getting along mighty good. 

KAVAI CHAPTER NEWS by Tsugi Takemoto 

This is the latest authentic news about Mako Takiguchi as related by his wife and caregiver, Lilian. 
His neck is broken and in a brace 24 hours and he is supposed to walk around, but that gets 
cumbersome, so he rests.· The fluid builds' up in his feet and is swollen so he has to put them up. 
That's how the rumor started that he had broken his foot. They are off to Honolulu on Saturday to see 
the doctor and hope for good news. We do, too. Take care. 

As we get older, more accidents happen. Right now, I happen to be using a walker due to a fractured 
pelvis. Of course, how I got that is plain stupid. As I turned the mattress, I decided to flip it over and 
instead of it going where I intended, it came back at me and landed on the floor, with me caught under 
the mattress. I thought I was okay, but the more I ached, I decided to go to Urgent Care and following 
x-rays, ended up in the hospital for two days. Real nice care and good food. Hard to admit, but we are 
all getting old and have to take care. 

Kazu Mizuno and wife, Kinue, and Hisa Shimatsu and wife, omoe, are now homebound as well as 
Margaret Sakai who is still recovering from her operation with son, Roy, taking care of her. 

Now for the good news. We held our Mothers'IFathers' Day luncheon at the Marriott Hotel Terrace 
Restaurant Masters Room on Sunday, June 7. I am going to comment on the handicapped facilities as 
they do have golf-cart ride right to the steps which were fixed for walkers to go on. We had invited the 
Sons and Daughters, so with all the ailing ones at home, we had 48 peresent. I asked one little boy 
"who do you belong to?" He replied, "My Mom." I did not have time to check for "girigiri" to see if 
he was as mischievous as he looked. Found out he is our President Morikawa's grandson. 

First thing as we arrived, we chose a crocheted lei to wear, made by Lilian Takiguchi. As we sat down, 
the men received a jar of peanuts and the women received a set of hand-decorated cards (made by 
Norma Senda's sister). Throughout the luncheon, names were being drawn for lucky door prizes. The 
grand prize of a beautifully crocheted afghan made by Doris Shimabukuro was won by Mitsuko 
Miyazaki. 

Following the luncheon, Mitsuru Doi entertained with some Japanese songs and when he sang Lillie 
Marlene and Danny Boy, I really enjoyed it. Following Bingo, with everyone winning all sorts of 
paper goods, we found out what the crocheted lei was for. We played "Jan Ken Po." If you were the 
winner, you took the loser's lei and the winner played with the one next to them and went around the 
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table. The winner was the person who got all the leis. At the end of each lei were pennies carefully 
wrapped in cellophane paper. The runner-up on each table took the prize which was wrapped in a 
furoshiki. That prize was worth coming in second for: it had in it a 3-piece bowl set, a box of 
envelopes, Joy dish soap, post-it pads, container with candy, scouring pad, etc., all useful items. All 
our thanks go to committee members who were listed as co-chairmen: Matsuko Doi, Shimoe Mukai, 
Norma Senda, Esther Shigeta, Lilian Takiguchi. The bingo and door prizes were donated by the 
committee members. 

We will be having a meeting on Sunday, June 14, at Omoides at 11:30 a.m. to plan the rest of the 
year's events. 

RURAL CHAPTER CHATTER by Ted M. Hamasu 

Oh, pity the scribe, when he has to twist his head this way and that, trying to come up with a story to 
write for the PPP. 

·n was last year on the eve of Mother's Day, we were invited by my brother Edgar and his wife to join 
them and a group from the Moiliili Hongwanji Temple for a sunset dinner cruise off Waikiki. 
Thinking of cruising, immediately triggered a warning, "sea sickness." So, my wife Kitty heard that 
ginger helps to prevent it, so bought a packet of sweetened ginger and started chewing on it. We 
gathered at the Hongwanji on University Avenue at 4:30 p.m. to wait for the bus that was to take us to 
the boat. While waiting, Helen took out some wrist pressure band for each of us saying, "This is 
guaranteed to work as long as you have it on." Since 1 am a good sailor, 1 refused her offer. 

The bus arrived shortly and we were herded into the bus by a stewardess(?). 1 guess that's what you 
call 'em here, unlike in Japan, "Basu Garlu" (bus girl). After going makai on University Avenue a 
little ways, the stewardess called out, "Since we are a little early, we're gonna give you an extra ride" 
and the bus headed toward Kaimuki and entered Date Street. We turned makai on Kapahulu Avenue 
when we saw what seemed to be an accident. We made a detour into a narrow street to by-pass the 
accident. There were police cars with blinking blue lights flashing stopping all the other traffic. We 
were headed toward Kewalo Basin where most of the cruise ships are docked. As we headed down the 
Ala Wai, we were reminded that this bus is the #1 Bus, so do not ride any other buses because you may 
end up somewhere else besides the Moiliili Hongwanji when you get back from your cruise. We 
finally arrived at Kewalo Basin and were guided to board a catamaran. 1 guess it was the Captain that 
greeted us at the entrance. The ladies were given a plwneria blossom to put on their ear and we were 
asked to pose for a souvenir photo with the Hostess and her escort. Then we were guided to our seats 
for the cruise. 

We set sail about 6:30, out of Kewalo Basin and 1 could feel the swaying of the boat. The 
entertainment people got into action by asking the passengers where they carne from and welcomed 
them to Hawaii with a big cheer of aloha and clapping of hands. After all the people on board were 
welcomed, they started with Hawaiian songs and hula, Samoan songs and dances. They really kept the 
boat hopping as we sailed out to sea. No time to think about sea-sickness. As I glanced out of the 
windows, at times I saw Diamond Head on the right, the next times, I saw it to my left. They must be 
floating around, 1 thought. As the sun began to set, all the photographers gathered at the aft and 
snapped their souvenir shots. 

Dinner was served at 7:30 and we were given two tickets good for two drinks on the house. As we 
enjoyed our dinner, the entertainment kept on without any let up. After dinner, they changed to dance 
music for the dancers. Later, they went into the "Makarena," "YMCA," and others to get people to 
move around to digest their food. As I glanced out, 1 could see the city lights far away. It must be the 
last run out off Waikiki before heading back to Kewalo Basin. As we approached Kewalo, 1 saw 
people pulling out their wallets and pulling out a $10 bill, so I asked them what it was for. They told 
me that it was for the picture that was taken with the Hostess when we boarded. Oh, 1 said, "I thought 
that was on the house." But dug my wallet out and followed suit. As 1 handed the $10 bill to the 
Hostess, she gave me a big $10 smile, saying, "Thank you very much." It was a very pleasant and 
enjoyable evening. 

Happy Belated Mother's day to all mothers. 



• 

Our next meeting will be at Zippy's of Wahiawa on 17 July 98 from 11 a.m. All paesanos are 
welcomed to meet the gang. Lunch will be'subsidized by the chapter, so hele on, brother. 

HA W All CHAPTER NEWS by Jimmy Maeda 

The day to submit articles for the PukaPuka Parade for July's issue .came around real soon. On behalf 
of Hawaii Chapter members, I wish to extend sincere thanks and mahalo to the sons and daughters 
committees, Club 100 officers and representatives, committee members for working on the Club 100 
Special Events in conjunction with the 1998 AJA Veterans National Convention, July 2-5, in 
Honolulu. Our Aloha to all veterans, wives, children and friends coming to Honolulu from the 
mainland USA, Canada, Japan and elsewhere to this reunion. I believe this AJA Veterans National 
Reunion will be long remembered by persons attending the gathering. 

The annual Big Island AJA Veterans Council's July 4th get-together this year will be held on Sunday, 
July 12, for lunch at the AJA Veterans Memorial Hall, on Haihai Street. This affair is a member, 
wives, and friends event. The 442nd Veterans Club will be in charge of food; Club 100 refreshments 
(bar), Interpreters (MIS) program. This annual event date was changed to July 12 because of the AlA 
Veterans National convention in Honolulu. The team captains will contact the Club 100 members with 
details. 

The Hawaii Chapter annual memorial service will be held on Sunday, September 27, 10:00 a.m. at the 
Hawaii County Veterans Cemetery #l. We are happy to announce that John Masuhara, principal of 
Hilo High School will be the speaker for us this year. The annual project of decorating the grave 
marker at the Veteran's Cemetery #1 and #2 with anthuriums and other flowers donated by Puna 
anthurium shippers and others in Hilo and Mountain View is in limbo due to Yasu Iwasaki's illness 
and Stan Ushijima's age. The committee will meet and decide and let you know. 

Tuesday, July 9, Yasu Iwasaki, Stan Ushijima and Jimmy Maeda will have their annual "good to be 
alive" luncheon at noon at the Hilo Yacht Club. Yasu got wounded in Italy on June 2, 1944, and he is 
getting healthy after his 2-112 months hospitalization at Queen's Hospital, Honolulu. Yasu will also 
celebrate his 79th birthday; Jimmy 79, and Stan 86 years. This calls for some celebration. 

BAKER CHAPTER NEWS by Bernard S. Akamine 

The Baker Chapter meeting for June will be on June 20 at 1 p.m., right after the Clubhouse Clean Up. 
Our duties are cleaning the glass louvers in the Board Room, cleaning the men's and ladies' toilets and 
painting the duck board in the men's room. Bring plenty of rags, newspapers and elbow grease. 

Our August Family Night will be on the last Sunday in August. Robert Aoki is preparing for this one 
way in advance, scouring the ads for sales so we get the most for the bucks. Save toilet paper 
cardboard rolls and rubber bands for the family activities. Remember, it's Amateur Night, so practice, 
practice, practice. 

May 30 was my turn with Ken Saruwatari at Punchbowl. The video that was recently released is 
shown in the Visitor Infonnation Center on a continuous mode. We had some inquiries on it. It was a 
very enjoyable day--nice and clear--no rain and many visitors. Ken met his high school class mate that 
he had not seen in 50 years. I met a couple that I have not seen in about 25 years. Hey, that means we 
are getting old! 

Our condolences to the Iwasa family on the passing of James. May he rest in peace. 

ONE PUKA PUKAISOUTHERN CALIFORNIA NEWS by June Kurisu 

Ben Tagami was able to enjoy the lOOth's Family Dinner on April 8 without having to do the cooking 
thanks to Carols and Be Picas. The menu consisted of tamales, Chile reline, enchiladas, beans, rice, 
and salad. They were assisted by Ken Dong and his cooks. Cecilia was very helpful in serving the 
delicious mocha chiffon cake provided by the Fujikawas. Thoroughly enjoying the fine cuisine and 
company were Elma and Mas Takahashi, Harry Fukazawa, Irene and Bill Sato, Fumi Sakato, Ted and 
Chiz Ohira, Douglas Tanaka, Chuckieand Lloyd Seki, Michi and Lloyd Toda, Connie and AI 
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Takahashi, Young Kim, Harumi and Colleen Sasaki, May and Wayne Fujita, Jean and Ben Tagami. 
Beverly and Carlos Picazo, Ken Dong and Family, Yeiki Matsui, Teri and Sam Fujikawa, Elsie and 
Hank Hayashi, and George and June Kurisu. 

The City of Monterey Park, east of the city limits of Los Angeles, revived the Cherry Blossom Festival 
with educational programs, entertainment, and food booths. One of the programs was the showing of 
"Honor Bound," the video by Wendy Hanamura, a story that needed to be told, about her father, 
Howard, a member of L Company, relating his growing up in California, joining the 442nd, and 
serving with them in France where he was wounded. Following the film, Hank Yoshitake told the 
story of the 100/442nd to a captivated audience of city officials and guests. 

Chief Cook Ben was back in the kitchen on May 9 for the Association's Annual Reverse Raffle. The 
Tagami's ticket was the last one pulled. It was a long time coming after years of contributing, several 
people mentioned. Without the raffle, the Hall's taxes and insurance couldn't be paid. Kitchen Krew 
assisting Ben were Jean Tagami, Chiz and Ted Ohira, Hisa and Ken Miya, Amy and Ed Nakazawa, 
Fumi Sakato, Teri and Sam Fujikawa, Douglas Tanaka, Hiro Takasugawa, Mike Takamine, Robert 
Ichikawa, other men who manned the barbecue outside, Mark Susuki and other Sons and Daughters of 
the 100/442, as well as a mysterious lady whose name is not known. I'm sure that all who partook of 
the steak dinner thank them all. 

A photo in the Rafu Shimpo showed Sam Fujikawa at the Armed Forces parade in Torrance where he 
carried the colors. Ben Tagami and Hank Yoshitake were also there representing the 100th. 

Memorial Day saw a good turnout of Assocation members and wives at the City of Glendale's 
memorial service honoring their native son, posthumous Congressional Medal of Honor recipient 
Sadao Munemori. Stanley Izumigawa, Maui 100th chapter president, A Company member, and 
comrade of Munemori in France, spoke eloquently. Too eloquently perhaps because the audience 
seemed to have been looking forward to hearing some of the pidgin that Munemori learned from 
Stanley and other men from Hawaii. The program was a touching tribute to Munemori and the other 
native sons who lost their lives in the wars. Anglo veterans in their unit caps made· themselves known 
to our veterans, talked to them and wanted photos taken with them. Floral wreaths with the logos of 
the 100th and the 442nd and another one from the 100th in Hawaii were displayed beside the 
monuments; many pictures were taken by all who had cameras. Hank Y oshitake, Bill Sato, Yeiki 
Matsui, Hank Hayashi, Ben Tagami, Nob Kagawa, and George Kurisu represented the 100th. The 
Tagamis took Stanley to the memorial service at Evergreen Cemetery where Stanley saw the 
Munemori monument for the first time. I'll send a copy of the program to George Nishinaka and the 
Nosakas with the hope that they can find room to print the story of Munemori's life and exploits in an 
issue of the newsletters. 

Our First Lady Teri Fujikawa was so kind to give me the names of the 100th members who attended 
the memorial service at Evergreen Cemetery: Hershey and Terry Miyamura, Harurni and Colleen 
Sasaki, Harry Fukasawa, Douglas Tanaka, Fumi Sakato and her sister, Mas and Elma Takallashi, Bill 
Sato, Carlos and Beverly Picazo, Ben and Jean Tagami, Henry Hayashi, Lloyd and Michl Toda, Ted 
and Chiz Ohira, Sam and Teri Fujikawa, and our visitor from across the blue Pacific, Stanley 
Izumigawa. The cover of the program showed a close-up of the statue of Sadao Munemori with a 
smiling face. 

May 30 divided our vets to attend two events. At the ROTC awards and program honoring Sadao 
Munemori, a graduate of Abraham Lincoln High School, it was a pleasure to see such fine young men 
and women receiving awards for their outstanding service in the ROTC program. Members of the 
Association were called to the stage as a plaque with a replica of the Congressional Medal of Honor in 
honor of Munemori was presented to the high school. Members of the 100th in attendance were Yeiki 
Matsui, Bill Sato, and George Kurisu; Association president Kiyo Yamate was one of the 442nd 
veterans also attending. The other program at the Los Angeles Police Academy in honor of Asian 
Pacific Heritage Month was attended by Ben Tagami, who carried the 100/442 colors, Hank Y oshitake, 
and members of the Association and Sons and Daughters. 

At the Los Angeles City Hall, the City Council passed a resolution honoring the Memorial Foundation 
on the monument which will be unveiled in October. Young O. Kim received the award. Thirty 
Association members were present. Rita Walters, councilwoman for Little Tokyo where the 
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monument will be placed, told the audieilce that the segregated t 00/442nd went to war while their 
families were behind barbed wire; 9,500 Purple Hearts awarded to their members. 

From the Grandparents' Corner: Bill andlJr-en~to's grandson Matthew led the Pledge of Allegian~-, __ 
at the groundbreaking for the Go For Broke Monument. Sam and Teri Fujikawa have full-time jobs, 
now, learning to be good grandparents to Kiana while her parents work. 

Harry Saito (F ID) 
June 7, 1998 

James Iwasa (B) 
June 1998 

The Club 100 Ohana extends deepest sympathies to their families. 

SONS AND DAUGHTERS NEWS 

The Sons and Daughters have received donations supporting the 1998 AJA Veterans National 
Convention: 

• $2,500 
• $5,000 

from Kosasa Foundation (ABC Stores) for the AJA Veterans National Convention 
from Central Pacific Bank for the AJA Veterans National Convention 

The following gifts were recently received: 

• $100 from an anonymous Club 100 widow 
• $250 from an anonymous golfer 
• $550 from Mrs. Warren (Millie) Fencl for the Scholarship Fund, in memory of Warren Fencl. 

The sum represents memorial gifts from their friends Ganji and George Tanaka, Mr. and Mrs. 
George Suzuky, Mr. and Mrs. Helmut Waedt, Mr. and Mrs. Van Larson, Mr. and Mrs. Masaru 
Shiozaki, Mr. and Mrs. Tio Fujiwara, Mr. and Mrs. Jack Kawakami, Mrs. Lucy Oda, Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry Kato, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Fujiura, Mrs. Marie Libert, Dr. Victor Izui, Mr. and Mrs. Gerald 
Ewing, Nisei American Legion Post 1183, Mr. and Mrs. Kaz Hori, Mr. and Mrs. Jack Isoda, Mr. 
and Mrs. John Shimashita, Mr. and Mrs. Ron Morimoto, Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Kurakowa, "C" 
Company-Club 100, Mr. and Mrs. Ken Libert, Mrs. Frances Sugai. 

We extend our sincere appreciation to all o/you/or your t/lOug/'t/ul and generous gifts. 

Thank you very much to those who have volunteered to help with the Clubhouse Clean Up and 
Convention Registration Name Tag assembling on Saturday, June 20. Clubhouse Clean Up begins at 8 
a.m. Parking is available at Ala Wai School. Lunch will be served at 10:30 a.m. 

Name Tag assembling starts at t 2 noon and wi II continue until pau. There wi II be lots of refreshments 
for sustenance, but sorry, zoning code prohibits over-night accommodations. 

Mahalo to those who came to help with the Souvenir Merchandise packing and mailing. As they say, 
many hands make light work, and the 40-plus who showed up got the bulk of the packing done in an 
hour. Fantastic! Thanks to Jill (Miyashiro) Thalmann and Norm Uyeda of Bowling Shirts, Inc., for 
coming in extra-extra early to fold al1 the shirts and jackets. And special thanks to Amy Muroshige 
(Kenneth-B) for calling all the helpers out. 
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CLUB 100 CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR JULY 19'98 

ABLE ..................................... Saturday, July 25 ............................. 8 a.m ................................... Lounge 
_ ., BAKER. ................................. Saturday, July 18 ... :< ...... :7. ............ 1 p.m. .. ............................... Lounge 

CHARLIE ............................. Monday, July 20 .............................. 10 a.m ......................... Board Room 
DOG ...................................... Saturday, July 18 ............................. 8 a.m .......................... Board Room 
HQ ......................................... Tuesday, July 14 .............................. 9:30 a.m ........................ Turner Hall 
HAWAII.. ... Sunday, July 12 .... Big Island AJA Council.. ............. AnnuaI4th of July Celebration 
MAUl 
RURAL ................................. Friday, July 17 .................................. 11 a.m ................ Zippy's Wahiawa 
KAlTAI ................................ .. 
BOARD ................................. Friday, July 10 (no maHout) ........... 9:30 a.m ...................... Board Room 
S&D BOARD ........................ Friday, July 17 .................................. 7 p.m ......................... Board Room 
GREEN THUMB ................. no meeting Annual Dinner Meeting, Sunday, July 12 ......... Lounge 
KARAOKE FUN NITE ....... Friday, July 10 .................................. 6 p.m ........................... Turner Hall 
ANNUAL CLUBHOUSE CLEAN UP ..• Saturday, June 20 ... 8 a.moo .................. Entire Building 
Club 100 "BASH" COMMITfEE ..... Sunday, June 21 ... 10 a.m .................................... Turner Hall 
MEMORIAL SERVICE COMMITTEE .... Saturday, July 18 ... 10 a.m ......................... Board Room 

Happy Fathers' Day 

Deadline for articles for the August 1998 issue is July 21, 1998. 

The PukaPuka Parade collating will be on Thursday, July 23, at 8:30 a.m. Dog, Medics and 
Headquarters Chapters are responsible for providing the manpower and refreshments. 

See you at the Convention! 
Reunite and Remember 

Club 100 
Veterans of the lOath Infantry Battalion 
520 Kamoku Street 
Honolulu HI 96826-5120 
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