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MONTHLY NEWS 

* * * * 

FROM THE EDITORS' PUKA by Ray and Aki Nosaka 

The theme for this year's mini-reWlion is "ENJOY YOURSELF--JT'S LATER THAN YOU THINK." 
There are over 200 members, wives, widows and friends who plan to attend the reunion October 18-22 
in Las Vegas. 

Once again we happily look forward to the hugs and handshakes of our buddies and friends and yet 
sadly remember that there will be several faces missing from our midst. This 12th mini-reunion will be 
hosted by the Southern California Chapter and co-chaired by Ben and Jean Tagami. Emceeing the 
banquet on Tuesday night will be Yeiki Matsui. The ever-popular karaoke will be handled by Toe 
Yoshino and Ted Ohira, Hawaiian music will be furnished by a group living in Las Vegas, and bus 
tours, including Belz Factory Outlet Mall, Ethel M's Chocolate Factory, Valley of Fire State Park and 
some new hotels and casinos on the strip will be conducted by June Kurisu (be sure to sign up early in 
the hospitality room to be assured of a seat on the bus). There wiJ] be other entertainment--you never 
know what Teri Fujikawa and sister Mitsi have in store for you, or who will volunteer to sing, tell a 
story or tell jokes). Also, we" have been told that there will be a slot tournament for our gang on 
Monday morning at 8 o'clock. Inquire about signing up at the time you register. 

You might lose some dollars and quarters in the Casino, but what you gain in the hospitality room in 
the way of fellowship and friendship will be priceless, so, pay the registration fee and plan on spending 
many hours just talking stories and reminiscing with your old buddies. (The megabucks will wait for 
another time.) 

For those of you who are asking just who will be there, the following is the list: From Hawaii: Yoshio 
Anzai, Seitoku & Shizuko Akamine, Akita & Patsy Akimoto, Kunio Fujimoto, Wilfred Fujishige, 
Matsue Furushima, Chester Hada, Shizuya & Mavis Hayashi, Marshall & Margaret Higa, Richard 



Hosaka, Ramo lkeuchi, Yoroku & Ayako Ito, Kiyoshi & Alice Kami, Jean Kawasaki, Dorothy 
Kikuchi, Larry & Sumiko Kodama, Kenneth Mitsunaga, John & Lillian Miyagawa, Takao & Chieko 
Miyao, George & Hisako Miyashiro, Cary Miyashiro, Earl Miyashiro, Fusako Murai, Joe Muramatsu, 
Bill Naganuma, Roy & Maizie Nakamura, Edwin & Helen Nakashima, Edward & Marie Nishihara, 
Charles & Ethel Nishimura, Ray & Aki Nosaka, Ron & Michl Oba, Elsie Okada, Larry Sakoda, Masao 
& Chieko Sato, Hiroshi Shimazu, Kazuto & Lynn Shimizu, Tamotsu & Yoneko Shimizu, Hiromi & 
Gloria Suehiro, Leighton & Gladys Sumida, Lydia Sutton, Dorothy Tamashiro, Motoyoshi & Shizue 
Tanaka, Carl Tonaki, Janc Tonaki, Stanley & Kiyoko Ushijima, Shigeru & Kazuko Ushijima, Jcrry & 
Carole Yamaki, Ken Nakasone, Jean Obara, Loretta Achey, Tarnotsu & Eleanor Shigemoto, Robert & 
Nancy Arakaki, Alfred & Paulette Arakaki, James & Carol Inafuku, Sonsei & Elaine Nakamura, Sakae 
& Stella Tanigawa, Riki & Evelyn Tsuda. From the Mainland: Mas & Sadie Abe, Jim & Mrs. Akagi, 
Ben & Mary Catherine Doi, Kay Doi, Michael & Gene Doi, Sam & Teri Fujikawa, Mitzi Fuchigarni, 
Jack & Frances Furukawa, Fred Shibara, Mas & Kay Hamada, Tosh & Sue Hamataka, Keiji & Mrs. 
Hiraga, Henry & Elsie Hayashi, Mildred Fencl, Ronnie Kalvaitis, Sam & Yoshiko Ikari, Mas Ishida, 
Kow & Betty Ito, Rich & Janet Geary, Akira & Bev Iwatsuru, Gary & Sandy Iwatsuru, Tom & Mary 
Kashiwabara, Edward & Bessie Hamakawa, Paul Takehara, Roy Katayama, Tom & Mary Kawano, 
Harry & Mrs. Kiyabu, Kay & Elsie Kobashi, Henry & Terry Kobayashi, George & June Kurisu, Ken & 
Hisako Miya, Mike Miyaki, Harry Sasaki, Hershey & Terry Miyamura, Larry & Jean Miyasato, Joe & 
Ann Nagaki, Ed & Amy Nakazawa, Frank & Haru Nishimura, Ruth ada, Ed Kobata, Duke & Dorothy 
Ogawa, Ted & Shiz Ohira, Jerry & Mary Okazaki, Mits & Mitzi Okazaki, vVilliam Omoto, Fumi 
Sakato, Aileen Yoshino, Bill & Irene Sato, Ted Sao, Ben & Jean Tagami, Sam & Sara Terasaki, Roy & 
Ruthe Terada, Elaine Toguchi, Douglas Tanaka, Jolm Sakato, AI Takahashi, Akira & Mrs. Toki, Lloyd 
& Michiko Toda, George & Mrs. Tsuda, Tom & Gladys Tsuda, Toe Yoshino, Paul Yasaki, Dave & 
Shigeko Yoshimura, Hank Yoshitake, Yeiki Matsui, Yukio & Mollie Sumida, Chuckie Seki, Mas & 
Alma Takahashi, Frank & Mari Wada, James Wilson, Allen & Eve Cole and Dorothy Williams. 

Many thanks to the following volunteers who came out on August 26 to collate the September issue: 
Bernard Akamine, Otomatsu Aoki, Kunio Fujimoto, Tom Fujise, Ralph Fukunaga, Mary Hamasaki, 
TokuichiHayashi, Kenneth Riga, Ed Ikuma, Shigeru Inouye, Masaru Kadomoto, Gladys Kawakami, 
Arthur Komiyama, Jack Mizushima, Al Matsumoto, Y. Mug-itani, Joe Muramatsu, Roy Nakamura, 
Tom Nakamura, Ken Nakagawa, Tom Nishioka, Ray and Aki Nosaka, Tom Nosse, Leo Sato, Ken 
Suehiro, Hiromi Sliehiro, Kazuto Shimizu, Masa Toma, Kiyoshi Uyeno, Ukichi Wozumi, Marie 
Yoneshige, Kaoru and Sadako Yonezawa. The count by chapters was: Able - 9, Baker - 7, Charlie - 8, 
Dog - 1, Headquarters - 6, Medics - 1, Visitors - 2. 

SEPTEMBER BOARD HIGHLIGHTS by President Joe Muramatsu 

The September Board of Directors meeting was called to order on time. The first order of business was 
the introduction of everyone because of the presence of our neighbor island chapter Presidents, Stanley 
Izumigawa of Maui, George Taketa of Hawaii, and Muggsy Morikawa of Kauai. Muggsy and I go 
back a long way because we were in the same platoon in E Company. 

Next, Warren Iwai gave his report from the Long Range Planning Committee. Seems that all is 
progressing along fine, and that he is working with our CPA, Allen Arakaki, to find out the best way to 
convert our club into a civic organization from our present veterans club. 

Next, Sakae Takahashi gave his report on our Scholarship situation. He is looking for the best yield for 
our money. Also, it is still not determined who will manage our scholarship fund monies since the 
local trust that we were looking at will restrict us to granting scholarships to Hawaii residents only. 

Sakae also elaborated on a plan broached by Bill Pye that we try and set up a monument at Fort 
Benning to honor the 100th Battalion. M.ore study is needed as this will entail monetary sacrifices by 
the membership. 

Our treasury is in fine shape. No complaints from Arthur Tamashiro, our Treasurer. 

There is a vacancy in our apartment building. It is a one.-bedroom apartment. Don Matsuda reported 
that there is a leak in a drain pipe, and that is going to be repaired. 
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The Board passed a resolution to give an honorarium to Rev. I-larry Suga's church in the sum of 
$200.00 in appreciation for aU the banners that he has supplied to the club. 

Col. Young O. Kim, Fred Hoshiyama and Christine Sato will be attending our October 2nd Board of 
Directors meeting to solicit funds for the LA Memorial. Our fundraising committee members will be 
asked to attend the meeting, too. Maui Chapter members want to know why they were not consulted 
on the matter of the $50,000 pledge. We said that we cannot consult them on every decision that has to 
be made by the Board. Since the board vote was unanimous, even if they did have a vote and it was 
"No," the motion would have carried. 

Memorial Service is to be held on the 27th of September. Everything is set. 

The 57th Anniversary Luncheon is set. The menu is to be discussed at a later date. If you have 
dietary problems, please let it be known at the time you register. (Registration forms will probably be 
in the January PPP.) 

Don Matsuda attended a meeting of the National Nisei Veterans Council regarding the upcoming Pan 
American Nikkei Convention to be held in Santiago, Chile. Details to follow. 

The club received a letter from Director of the Hawaii State Office of Veterans Services, Waiter 
Ozawa, thanking us for donating a case of vases to the veterans' cemetery in Kaneohe. 

Chapters are urged to send in their rosters of members in good standing as of June 1, 1998, so that their 
chapter subsidy checks can be added to their chapter coffers. 

Everyone was hungry and thirsty, so the meeting was adjourned a little after 12 noon. 

The PukaPuka Parade is the monthly newsletter ofClubl00, the veterans of the 
100th Infantry Battalion. Published at 520 Kamoku Street,Honolulu, Hawaii 96826. 

ANNUAL MEMORIAL SERVICE by Chairman, Hajime Yamane 

I hope that everyone will come out to the 53rd Memorial Service which will be held this Sunday, 
September 27, at Punchbowl. Robert T. Sato (A) will be the keynote speaker. He is a former 
Executive Secretary and knows the club's history, but the main reason I asked him is because he was 
"in the trenches" with us. We've had generals, politicians, and other prominent community leaders as 
our keynote speakers all these years-:-now, we have a member from our club to bring us up to date on 
where we are today. 

Besides Bob, our President Joe Muramatsu, Punchbowl Director Gene Castagnetti, will give welcome 
remarks; Kenneth Fukunaga, son of Ralph Fukunaga (A), will be the master of ceremonies; Rev. 
Y oshiaki Fujitani and Rev. Don Asman wilJ participate, and the music will be provided by the RoyaJ 
Hawaiian Band and the 100thl442nd Men's Chorus. Paul Kusunoki (A) and his Boy Scouts will place 
flags on the graves and the 100th Bn. 442nd Infantry US Army Reserve color guard and rifle squad 
will do the honors. Representatives from the AJA Veterans Clubs will present lei, the Consul General 
of Japan will present a wreath, and Sons and Daughters and Club 100 officers will place floral 
offerings as well. Before and after the service, attendees may offer "oshoko" incense. Shigeru Inouye 
(Medics) and his crew will set up the refreshments for the fellowship time after the memorial service. 
Sons and Daughters volunteers will help with ushering and parking and clean up. They will assist 
family members of KIAs with their gold ribbons. Finally, I hope you all will take time to walk around 
the cemetery gardens and admire the beautiful flowers and flags that will decorate the headstones of 
our 100tb boys. 

INFORMATION CENTRAL: Bruce Mouser, Emeritus Professor, Department of History, at the 
University ot' Wisconsin in La Crosse, Wisconsin, would like to correspond with Japanese-American 
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veterans who were stationed at Camp McCoy and who might have gone to La Crosse and visited its 
USO there. Write to him at 2323 Mississippi Street, La Crosse, Wisconsin 54601 or e-mail at 
mouse _ bl@uwlax.edu. 

VA TEAM PLANS CLUBHOUS.E VISIT ON OCTOBER 24 
FOR FREE ."'LU SHOTS, ENROLLMENT AND BENEFITS INFORMATION 

Veterans can receive their annual flu shot free from a team of VA staff that will visit the Clubhouse on 
Saturday, October 24, from 9 a.m. to II a.m. The VA team will also be available to help you complete 
the new V A enrollment and registration form (10-1 OEZ). To help expedite the enrollment/registration 
process, please bring along a copy of your 00-214 (discharge papers), a copy of your current health 
insurance card, and have information about your prior year income (approximate annual income) which 
is necessary if you are V A rated as less than 50% service-connected for a disability. (This information 
is needed to determine whether you will be charged a co-payment for future services or products.) 
Benefits counselors will also be on hand to answer questions you may have about your veterans 
benefits which include life insurance, deceased and burial benefits, disability compensation, and re
opened claims. 

IMPORTANT: Reservations are encouraged so that there will be an adequate supply of vaccine and 
enough forms and staff members to assist all of you. Please call the clubhouse at 946-0272 to make 
your reservation, or come to the clubhouse to sign up on the sheet in the lobby. Deadline for 
reservations is Tuesday, October 20. Unfortunately, parking is not available at Ala Wai School, so 
please car-pool or have someone drop you off. We will begin the session at 9 a.m. sharp. Upon 
completing the form, veterans only may receive the flu shot. If you have already enrolled with the VA, 
come for your t1u shot, but please sign up. If you cannot make it to the clubhouse on October 24, 
please call the VA and make an appointment to go there during the week when it is convenient for you. 
Phone: 566-1907 or 566-1906. 

Reminder: Bring your discharge papers, a copy of your current health insurance card(s), and 
know approximately what your income was last year. 

NISEI VETS / UNIVERSITY OF HAW All PARTNERSHIP 

Club 100 President Joe Muramatsu and Stanley M. Akita (C) have been meeting with a group of nisei 
veterans at the University of Hawaii. The group fulfills several purposes, including the exposure of the 
nisei veterans and their experiences to the university students and faculty. Last spring Martin Tohara 
(D) and Tokt~ji Ono (B) of Club 100 members spoke to American Studies classes about growing up 
Japanese, looking like the enemy, their time in Europe, and after returning home. The installation of 
the exhibit, "Witness: Our Brothers' Keepers" about the 442nd's 522 Field Artillery Battalion and 
their encounter with the Dachau prison camp, was another major project of this partnership. The group 
would like names of all Club 100 members who attended or graduated from UB. [f you attended or if 
you graduated, please let the Club 100 office know as soon as possible. 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY'S REPORT by Drusilla A. Tanaka 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: T will be on vacation from October 6 through October 15. My last day 
in the office is October s. I will return to the office on October 16. If you have an urgent matter, you 
may leave a message on the answering device for the office telephone, 946-0272. Someone will be 
checking for messages. 

Mahalo to the following donors for their thoughtful gifts to Club 100: 
• $20 from Lorraine Young in memory of her brother Kazuo Mito 
• $100 from Yaeko Seki in memory of Lloyd Sekj (0 - So. Cal.) 
• $200 from Hatsuko Kaneshiro in memory of Seitoku Kaneshiro (HQ) 
• $200 from Asako Kuwazaki in memory of Eddie Kuwazaki (D) 
• $50 from Alice Okuma in memory of Ralph Okuma (HQ - Mainland) 
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• $500 from Ichiko Hisanaga in memory ofKazwna Hisanaga (C) 
• $100 from Patsy Watanabe in memory ofIsamu Watanabe (D-Maui) 
• $50 from Robert T. Sato (A) 
• $50 from Hideo Doi (C) 
• World War II photographs from Jimmy Inafuku (B) and Sonsei Nakamura (B) 
• German knife and rifle cleaning equipment from Robert Arakaki (B) 
• Monte Cassino Abbey stained-glass window replica and driftwood candlesticks from Evelyn and 

Seie Oshiro (A) 

The PukaPuka Parade received: 
• $50 from Takeshi Tanaka (B) 

Thank you to Bernard Akamine (B) for constructing the oshoko table for the Memorial Service. 

Happy Bitthday to MW octogenatian~ in Octobet: Hidenobu Hiyane (HQ), Tony Kinoshita (D), John 
Masaki (D), Takao Miyao (D-Hawaii), Kei Yamaguchi (A-So. Cal.) 

ADDITIONAL DONORS TO CLUB 100 HOSPITALITY ROOM AND BASH: 

Our deepest apologies to Hakaru Taoka and Nobuichi Masatsugu. Their names were inadvertently 
omitted from the list of donors of fruit for the Hospitality Room and Bash. Add also Susumu Ota, who 
brought beautiful giant heleconia for the decorations at the Convention Center. 

LETTERS FROM AFAR 

The first letter is from Bill Mello of Maine. Bill was in the 987th Armored Artillery during World War 
II. He met Eddie Kuwazaki CD) at a replacement depot in France after they were both discharged from 
the hospital. The war was over, so they stayed at the "Tepo depot" until they earned enough "points" to 
be shipped home. In 1996, Bill contacted Senator Daniel Inouye's office in an effort to contact Eddie. 
They referred him to Club 100. The following letter is from Bill, shortly after he learned of Eddie's 
passmg. 

"How sorry I was to hear the sad news of Eddie Kuwazaki. Our paths crossed in France in 1945 for a 
short period. In that time, he left a lasting impression on me. His pride in being a member of the 1 DOth 
Battalion and the 442nd was touching. He was truly a great friend--more like a brother. .. .! was so 
pleased to have met him and his wife Asako in San Francisco in 1997. It was a wonderful result of a 
long search. Thanks to Drusilla Tanaka and a secretary in Senator Inouye's office in D.C .... Sincerely, 
Bil' Mello" 

The second letter is from another Dog Company member's family. Bud Miyamoto is the first-born son 
of the late I-larry Miyamoto (D). Kenneth Mitsunaga (D) was a very good friend of Harry's. In fact, 
the number 3 son is named after Kenneth. When Bud and his siblings and their families came to 
Honolulu to commit his father's ashes at Punchbowl, they received omiyage from Mr. Mitsunaga. Bud 
sent a 3-page thank-you letter, portions of which are shared here: 

"July 31, 1 998 ... Dear Ken and Florence, . .!t is hard to believe that this much time has gone by since our 
visit to Hawaii .... .! found myself with a great deal of anger that began to form when I was in Hawaii 
and especiaJly since I came home. Anger which grew because of decisions that were made by and 
between my Mother and Dad which had a negative impact on me for 52 years. Just now, finding some 
answers to my heritage questions ... questions that I have had since I was a child and finding out all of 
the wonderful relationships that I could have had over the past 50 years was difficult to accept for me 
since I came back from Hawaii. I really just began to experience, for the first time, anger for my Mom 
who played a big role in limiting the information of my heritage over all of these years .... Those lost 
years and relationships were devastating to me .. .l never knew about 50% of my heritage! It is 
interesting though, that I have aJways been more proud of my Japanese heritage than J have of the other 
half. 
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After my visit there and especially being with you, Ken .. J find myself more proud now of my ancestry 
(on that side) than I have ever been before. Because of you, Ken ... all of the children now have a deeper 
sense of ownership and a deepened sense of pride for their heritage. We have been overwhelmed with 
meeting with you and learning so much more of the 100th than we ever knew before. A deep kinship 
has now been formed with all of us to our heritage and especially the lOath. 

Ken, you overwhelmed all of us with your generosity in the gifts that you presented to us. The books, 
shirts, bags are all being used or put in a place of honor in our homes. The 2 license plate holders you 
provided that state: "Sons and Daughters of the lOath Battalion" have been on my car and my brother 
Mick's car since we came home. The books are being carefully and slowly read by me now and will 
be passed along to my brother and sisters. What is especially neat about all of this is that Dad's 
grandchildren shared and are sharing now in the wonderful history of the lOath because of the "doors" 
that you have opened for them. You have deepened their sense of pride in what their grandfather and 
all of you guys of the 100th did for all of us. All of us are committed to passing along to the next 
generation and to learn more about the "gifts" that all you in the 100th gave to our futures. The older 
grandchildren are filled with a deep pride and we the sons and daughters will continue to build up 
their/our knowledge of the terrific guys of the 100th .... please pass along all of our love, thanks, and 
aloha to the members of the lOath. We are going to keep the traditions going ... we are going to never 
forget what the members of the 100th did for all of us ... we are going to pass along the history of the 
lOath to those what will come forth in our family .... Ken, 1 cannot thank you enough for all of the gifts 
that you have given each of us. Yes, the material gifts were outstanding ... but more important were the 
gifts of knowledge. Knowledge of the 100th, our father, and especially our heritage. These gifts are 
the ones which will last many lifetimes as we tell the stories to those to come forth. I cannot describe 
to you the deep sense of pride all of us have, again, for what the lOath did and for ow' Japanese 
heritage ... a degree of personal pride that none of us experienced before. We are deeply, deeply 
appreciative of this from you ..... Aloha and Best wishes .... Bud Miyanloto, La Crosse, Wisconsin" 

JA]> ANESE EYES ... AMERICAN HEART - Personal Reflections of Hawaii's World War II 
Nisei Soldiers 

In 1996 the call went out for personal testimonies of your experiences during the war. The plan was to 
include these stories in an English Janguage version of Tendai Mission Bishop Ryokan Ara's book, 
"Hawaii's Japanese American Soldiers--For What Did We Fight?" Several of you responded, and after 
more than two years, the book, "Japanese Eyes ... American Heart" will be released in October. 
Remembrances, letters, excerpts from diaries, and articles or speeches by Conrad Tsukayama (D), 
Tokuji Ono (B), Seiso Kamishita (Rural), Jesse Hirata (B/Rural), Ben Tamashiro (D), WalTen Iwai (C), 
Kikuyo Fujimoto (mother of Kunio Fujimoto-A), Robert T. Sato (A), Albert Turner (son of Col. 
Farrant Turner-HQ), Raymond Nosaka (B), Tom Nagata (Maui), Ben Yamamoto (B),. Sakae 
Takahashi (B), Stanley M. Akita (C), Chaplain Israel Yost, Katsumi "Doc" Kometani (Medics), Hoichi 

. Kubo (Medics), Walter "Biffa" Moriguchi (A), Mike N. Tokunaga (C), Kaoru Yonezawa (C), Spark 
M. Matsunaga (D) are included in the book which was edited by Karleen Chinen, daughter of Wally 
Chinen (D). Veterans of the 442nd, the MIS and the 1399th also contributed their stories to the book. 
Because only a limited printing was ordered, you are advised to place your order by using the order 
forms available at the Clubhouse lobby or call the clubhouse to ask that an order fonn be mailed to 
you. 

DOG CHAPTER NEWS by Helen Nikaido 

Congratulations to Joyce Chinen, daughter of Wally and the late Kay. Joyce was one of the recipients 
of the Hung Wo and Elizabeth Lau Ching Foundation Award for Faculty Service to the community. 
The award is presented to two faculty members of the University of Hawaii system for their significant 
contribution to strengthening the ties between the UH campuses and community. Joyce is a Professor 
of Sociology, UB-West Oahu. 

Lillian Fujimori went on a trip to Japan on July 27th for two weeks with her sister to visit their brother. 
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Dog Chapter Christmas Party is scheduled for December 20. It will be held in the afternoon with 
program for the keiki first, then we will have an early dinner. Details will be given later. 

REMINDER: "Biffa" Moriguchi's Japan tour meeting will be on September 28 (Monday) at 10:00 
a.m. at the clubhouse. Please bring your final payment. On October 5 (Monday), we will hold our 
luncheon in the clubhouse Board Room at 12 noon. "Opu" Hiranaka will issue luggage tags, overnight 
bags, etc. 

RURAL CHAPTER CHATTER by Ted Hamasu 

On 2 September 98 we attended the 53rd anniversary ceremonies of VJ Day held at Ford Island, 
Honolulu, Hawaii, on the Battleship USS Missouri, where the documents of surrender were signed by 
General MacArthur and the Japanese representatives. The official part of the program was to start at 
0830 hours and everyone was requested to arrive by 0800. Not to be late, we got up at 0500 to give us 
enough time to pick up a couple of our guests who live in Halawa Heights who also wished to attend 
the ceremony. We left home about 0700 and when we arrived at our guests' home, Hiroshi-kun was 
not ready. We waited about 15 minutes when he finally showed up, saying "sumimasen, sumimasen," 
(excuse, excuse). It took about 15 minutes to Pord Island and when we arrived, J was surprised to see 
so many cars already there. Fortunately there were guides to show us our parking area, after which we 
were off to see the Mighty Mo. As we entered the secured area, we were told that guests go to the left 
and the veterans to the right up the gangplank to the first deck of the huge battleship. On my way, I 
saw that I was not early, for many of my comrades from Club 100 were seated comfortably in the 
shade of the huge 26-inch gun turret. [found a scat quite a ways back from where the speakers' stand 
was set up. 

I understand that this ceremony was originally set for attendance by invitation only, but since many 
individuals and organizations expressed their interest in attending, it was opened for public 
participation. They originally expected about 600 veterans, but there were more than 1200 veterans 
crowding the first, second and third deck of the Mighty Mo. (Even at Club 100, the Executive 
Secretary received poor response to the invitation, but by August 31 she had to increase Club 100's 
original reservation for 25 seats to 35.) I was seated in the shade of the port side forward huge 25 inch 
gun, but as the program progressed, J could feel the hot sun, but stood my ground until it became 
unbearable. By the end of the program, J had to move to a sheltered area. As I gazed down from 
where I was, there on the pier were high-ranking officers and many dignitaries and guests sitting in the 
hot Hawai ian sun, while a peon like myself was offered a seat in a comfortable location on board. 

The ceremony last nearly two hours, after which we were invited to tour the ship. I went as far to the 
stem as I could and started toward the aft. I climbed to the second deck on the starboard midship, 
where the documents of surrender were signed. There was a brass plate covered by a glass bubble 
denoting the spot. I thought we were to tour the whole ship, but was guided back to the first deck 
toward aft and down the gangplank, which I took to corne on board. As I gazed mauka, I could see the 
Arizona Memorial not too distant from the Mighty Mo. Senator Inouye in his speech stated that it 
started with the Arizona and ended with the Missouri. We came full circle and Hawaii is the rightful 
place to place this historic ship to rest. Boy, it is a huge and awesome looking ship. You gotta see it to 
believe me. It was a very impressive ceremony on a beautiful sunny day in Hawaii. 

I heard that the Kubota's, Yoshie and Takao, are off to the races ... No, No, off to the fantasy land called 
Las Vegas, to meet with Lady Luck. They are regular tourists there and Takao says, "Sometimes I 
recoup my expenses and other times I just leave it there for the next time, but most of the time my wife 
Yoshie brings home the bacon." Good luck, you two, bring home the jackpot this time. 

HAWAIl CHAPTER NEWS by Jimmy Maeda 

We would like to make a correction to the list of donations in the September issue. Shigeru and Jane 
Oshita made a $100 donation to the PPP, but they are residents of Kohala, Hawaii, not Kauai as stated 
in the PPP. (Executive Secretary gives her apologies. Because the return address was Kapaau, the 
mistake was in reading it as Kapaa.) Shigeru was with Company F and Headquarters, lOath Inf. Bn. 
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He is one of the few former Puka Puka-ites living in Koaha, after closing of the sugar plantation. 
Shigeru, let us know when you will be coming to Hilo town. 

This writer received word last Friday that Stanley "Tak Tak" Takahashi, Kaneohe, died on Thursday, 
September 10 after a brief period of illness with cancer. He was a member of Companies E and A, 
100th lnr. Bn. "Tak" was the recipient of the Purple Heart Medal, Silver Star and Bronze Star medals 
in combat. 

LAST CALL: Hawaii Chapter's annual Memorial Service will be held on Sunday morning, September 
27, at Hawaii County Veterans Cemetery #1, at 10:00 a.m. Mr. John Masuhara, Principal of Hilo High 
School will bring the memorial message. To the Hawaii Chapter members, wives, sons and daughters 
and friends, please show up early Sunday morning to decorate the grave markers at Cemeteries No.1 
and 2 with American flags. 

HEADQUARTERS CHAPTER NEWS 

Headquarters members, please call your Team Captains to make your reservations for the brunch on 
SlU1day, September 27, after the Memorial Service. It is important that we have the count for the 
bento. 

KAVAI CHAPTER NEWS by Tsugi Takemoto 

I am still in a vacationing mode as I continue to wend my way home from New Orleans where I 
attended the American Legion Auxiliary National Convention. If you ever go there, and get to Canal 
Street, watch out for the oversized ruts in the street. J stumbled over one or should J say fell into one 
and got a bruise on my chin, twisted my right wrist and got a nosebleed as I fell on my right side. I 
was lucky compared to another woman who fell and broke three toes and ended up in a cast. She had 
to be wheel~d around in a wheel chair. Another victim broke her left arm and ended up in an arm 
sling. Aside from the accidents, it was a good convention. Hawaii was honored as we had 101.6% of 
the membership. We even sat up front during the convention. 

Now, I'm in San Leandro, California, visiting my grand-daughter, Tinina Takemoto Olores and her 
husband, Kaili. On the 12th and 13th, I attended my 60th high school reunion in Modesto, California. 
Since it is the first time I ever went to my high school reunion, I only recognized people by his or her 
nametags. Having seen the 1938 yearbook prior to the reunion helped. Remarkably, many people 
recognized me, but naturally we all had changed. Many thanks to the Shizuru's for picking me up 
from the San Francisco International Airport and giving me a ride to the reunion in Modesto. 

Frank Elkins kept telling everyone that I helped him graduate from high school by tutoring him during 
study hall every moming. It was a nice compliment to receive after all these years. 

I was honored with a malachite necklace that Elva Overland created from a rock in Africa. She and her 
husband, Ornie Gruwell, are rock collectors who turn all the rocks into beautiful jewelry. 

1 ran into my former neighbor, Scott Wilson, with whom I'd catch the bus to school everyday. I also 
saw him at our Modesto Junior College reunion six years ago. 

There were many attendees. On Saturday, our host Gene Thompson welcomed everyone to his home 
for dinner. His family prepared the food and served the guests. That wasn't the only one whose family 
donated their time. Mark Smith, son of classmate Bob Smith, provided our Sunday lunch. Bob is a 
proud owner of a 1931 car. I had seen this roadster once before at the Modesto Junior College 
Reunion. 

Next month in October, I plan to attend my Amache Colorado Relocation Camp Reunion in Las Vegas. 
Hope to visit Helen Blizzard, one of the graduates, as she resides in North Las Vegas. 

I'm ending my trip with my grand-daughter in San Leandro, California. I will return to Kauai in time 
for our Memorial Services. I know the ladies in charge are all set up. I have sent out invitations to our 
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special mailing list and to the Commanding President of aU other Kauai Veterans Clubs. More to 
follow as President Muggsy Morikawa will be in charge. 

Editors' Note: As space permits, we will include the winning essays from the 1998 Sons and 
Daughters of the 100th Infantry Battalion Essay Contest. . The following essay won first place in the 
Senior Division. Megan O. Nakashima was a senior at lolani School at the time she submitted the 
essay. 

The Japanese-Americans who fought in World War II are all heroes. They didn't earn this 
distinction only through exemplary service on the battlefield or through glorious victories, 
they arc heroes because they had the courage and pride to face opposition and do what they 
knew was right. Their actions earned respect for themselves and the generations to come. 

The men who fought didn't change the sentiments of their people; the Japanese-Americans 
were always loyal to the United States. However, had these Japanese-Americans not fought, 
the Japanese-American community would have 110 substantiation of its patriotism. Their 
actions stand in the record books as proof against all would-be detractors. Posterity guards 
Japanese-Americans against the civil rights violations they once endured. 

Without the actions of the Japanese-American soldiers, the abuses of the internment camps 
might have been forgotten. As it is, the affair is often neglected in accounts of the Second 
World War. Without their efforts, the incidence might have become another hidden shame of 
our country, something swept under the rug of bureaucracy. Instead the issue has received 
public attention, apology, and an admission of injustice. 

The Japanese-American soldiers may not have single-handedly won the war, but they did win 
honor. The Japanese-Americans of today can hold their heads high with the knowledge of 
their ancestors' courageous efforts. Hawaii, having a large Japanese-American population, 
has also been affected by the actions of these soldiers. Many of the men who fought in World -., 
War II were Japanese-Americans from Hawaii, and their bravery reflected upon their home as 
well a~ their people. Perhaps if they had 110t fought, Hawaii's effort in the war would have 
been over100ked; Hawaii many not have been made a state of the union. Hawaii many have 
been denied a voice in the country it suffered so greatly for had the soldiers not brought glory 
to their home. 

In legitimizing the citizenship of immigrants from Japan, the Japanese-American soldiers in 
many ways earned rights for other groups of immigrants. Their loyalty redefined the identity 
of American people. People might still only think of Caucasian people when they envision 
the American population. Instead, America is recognized as the most cosmopolitan nation in 
the world, a melting pot where people of all backgrounds have come to live together in 
harmony under the glorious banner of democracy. 

During the war, people of Japanese descent were discriminated against because of their 
appearance. The Japanese-Americans who served in the war effort taught people to look 
beyond the color of a person's skin and the slant of their eyes, to view instead the nature of 
their hearts. 

BAKER CHAPTER NEWS by Bernard S. Akamine 

Reminder: Decorate graves at Punchbowl, Saturday, Sept. 26, 10 a.m. Lunch at Zippy's Vineyard. 

Our August 30 family night was a very fun night. Ono food was prepared by Bob Aoki--this guy is 
really dedicated to our cause. He comes early, starts preparing on the day of our function, but be scans 
newspaper ads to buy at the least expensive market as possible way in advance of our function. He 
spends all day cooking and he is the Jast one to leave. Not only that, he entertains us also with his 
harmonica. I bet he can still make babies, too. 

The Amateur Hour portion was great fun. Emcee Janet Aoki did some quick thinking and instead of 
family acts the "competition" was by tables. There were kazoos, harmonica solo by Marge Toma and 
her table-mates singing along; a capella solos by Ken Muroshige and John Kihara. The highlight of the 
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competition was the table of Iha and Katahara families. They came prepared "vith a tape player for 
musical accompaniment. Every eye in Tumer Hall was focused on Harry's grand-daughters, Chantel 
and Cherie' Ching, as they did the hula. Then, the real show-stopper was when Ken's grand-daughter, 
Linda Kamihara, picked up the microphone and sang. Everyone else at their table (at least 16 of them) 
got on the stage and became part of the act by swaying their bodies and arms to the music. The 
harmonica trio of Marge Toma, Bob Aoki and Namie Takaki was the finale. The participation by 
everyone was so terrific. The BINGO game was one long one, but everyone had a prize. This time, 
anyone who brought a donation got an extra Bingo card. Ann Kabasawa, Clyde Sugimoto, and Sophie 
Hatakenaka treated all of us to shaved ice. Heard that some people ate "with ice cream and azuki" for 
the first time in their lives. 

Donations were many: Chocolate cake and a wrist watch from Tokuji Ono; a bag of rice from Tom 
Tsubota; Ken and Mieko Muroshige donated 10 goodie bags for BINGO prizes; Stu Yoshioka, $5; 2 
hiyotan and yokan from Roy Nakayama; sekihan from Lefty Tanigawa; Joe Muramatsu brought 
tsukemono and a bag of rice; John Kihara, $5; Hachiro Shikamura brought a house plant; Harry 
Katahara donated BINGO prizes; Aki Nosaka donated ice cream, azuki beans and syrup for the shaved 
ice; Namie Takaki gave an envelope of cash; Stan and Drusilla Tanaka brought a cake and a bag of 
rice; Bernard Akamine made 3 paper-plate holders; Bob Takashige, $10; Bessie Ichimura, brownies; 
Ken lha gave okara balls, mochiko chicken, and a bottle of wine; craft supplies for the children's crafts 
came from Candace Sakuda, and cut flowers from Mr. and Mrs. Costa. This time I was smart and got 
plenty okara balls; the mochiko chicken was good, too. 

Christmas Party Chairman Rikio Tsuda has everything all lined up for the next Baker Family Night 
which will be the Christmas Party on December 6, Sunday, beginning at 4 p.m. But before that, on 
Saturday, December 5, everyone's help is needed to decorate the hall and the Christmas tree. Since B 
Company's palty is first this year, it is also our responsibility to decorate. Dog Chapter's party is last, 
so they will take everything down and clean up. 

Sunday, December 6, 1998 Clubhouse 
4-5 p.m. Children's Games/Friendship I-lour 

$5 adults and children 12 years and over 
$3 for children 6 to 12 years of age 
Free for children under 6 

Parking at Ala Wai School 
5 p.m. Dinner 

Sons and Daughters are planning some fun games and other activities, so don't be late. Bring gifts of 
not more than $10 for each of your children and write the child's name in bold letters. Donations of 
door prizes and desserts, etc. will be greatly appreciated. 

MAUl CHAPTER NEWS by Tom Nagata 

Maui Chapter President Stanley Izumigawa conducted our regular meeting after members had finished 
their lunch at the Tasty Crust restaurant on Tuesday, September 8, 1998, with 18 members present. In 
a separate comer of the dining area were 7 wives and 3 widows. The present slate of officers agreed to 
serve another year. They are President, Stanley Izurnigawa; Vice President, Satoji Arisumi; Secretary, 
Edward Nishihara; Treasurer, Tom Nagata; Auditor, Goichi Shimanuki; Director, John Miyagawa. 
The Treasurer's report showed a steady decline in the club's assets due to shrinking interest rates from 
1993. A donation 0[$100.00 was received from tbe family of Karen and Miles Shiroma, who had 
passed away some years back. Johnny Miyagawa, Picnic Chairman, made his report. Members 
thanked him for his hard work. His family, including wife, sons and daughters, had prepared the picnic 
area at the Kanaha Beach Park, cooked the ono foods, served and ran the Bingo games. Goichi 
Shimanuki, KIA Memorial Service chairman, passed out information sheets to members and widows. 
The service will be held at the Makawao Veterans Cemetery at 2 p.m. on Sunday, September 27, 1998. 
The Reverend Jack Belsom of the lao Congregational Church will conduct the service. Members were 
asked to go one hour early and bring plumeria lei to decorate the graves. President Izumigawa, Masao 
Sato, and Ben Takayesu attended a recent meeting of the Maui clubs of nisei veterans to discuss the 
current project, Nisei Veterans Memorial Center Museum, that will be built in the near future. This 
project is strictly the undertaking of the Maui Sons and Daughters of Nisei Veterans, and is separate 
from any Nisei Veterans Clubs. After much discussion, members voted on a motion to have President 

]0 



Izumigawa check with Club 100 Honolulu at the coming Directors meeting in Honolulu next week on 
Club 100 liabilities if the Sons and Daughters run into financial difficulties on this project. Motion 
passed. 

There will be a family night on Friday, October 9, at the Kahului Community Center, starting at 6 p.m. 
Groups 3 and 4 will be in charge. 

FOX COMPANY NEWS by Kenneth M. Higa 

You have a strong feeling that you are going to be lucky this time. However, if you don't succeed, try 
again and again and again until one day your hunch becomes a reality. The hope or feeling of winning 
"Big Bucks" lures many back to Las Vegas, so I guess Seiso and Kay Kamishita will be heading for 
the neon-lit city before the year-end. After a five-night, four-day stay at Vegas, they returned home on 
Friday morning, September 11, with the same old story--deposited again. Likewise for Takao Kubota
-deposited again. No more luck. Nevertheless, they will keep on trying again and again until who 
knows when. 

Early Wednesday evening, on August 5, Miyako Yoshida went outside to water the plants. 
Unfortunately, she tripped and fell and fractured her right wrist. About four weeks later, the fracture 
healed so Miyako no longer has to wear the sling. Presently, she is undergoing physical therapy 
treatments. We pray that the pain she has to endure will be gone soon. 

Last year, Hideshi Niimi had a mighty rough time after undergoing surgery for aneurysm of the aorta. 
Now that he is nearly 100% back to his old self, Beatrice is not well. During the. last week in August, 
she was hospitalized at Kuakini Hospital due to a slight stroke, which affected her legs. She couldn't 
stand up. Three days later, she was transferred to Hale Nani Nursing Home for further physical 
therapy exercises to strengthen her legs. She was discharged, after about a week's stay at the nursing 
home. Beatrice does her daily leg exercises diligently so that she can get around without using the 
wheelchair and start walking with a walker or a cane. 

Oswald Kawahara of Florida flew in on Sunday, September 13, to attend the memorial services for his 
dear friend Stanley Takahashi of Companies E and A. Stanley, affectionately known as "Tak Tak," 
passed away on Thursday, September 10, at the Kuakini Hospital. It is good to see Oswald, but sad 
that his trip was made under such circumstances. 

Paul F. Hayashi, a retired salesman, went to meet his Maker on July 14, 1998. He was the second 
platoon sergeant. When Company F was disbanded, Paul was transferred to Company A. He loved the 
ocean and was an avid diver. Golf was also one of his favorite past-times. We shall miss him at our 
annual reunions. 

To the Hayashi and Takahashi families and relatives, we extend our deepest condolences for the loss of 
your loved ones. 

SONS AND DAUGHTERS NEWS 

The annual newsletter of the S&D was mailed on September 23 to all sons and daughters for whom we 
have names and mailing addresses. If you or your son or daughter did not receive one, please let Ann 
Kabasawa know by calling her at * 82-734-0841 or bye-mail atannkaba@aloha.net 

REMINDER: SONS AND DAUGHTERS ANNUAL MEETING 
Date: Sunday, October 18, 1998 
Time: 2:00 p.m. 
Place: Club 100 

We hope all of you can make it to the general meeting. Meet the board of directors and officers. Come 
and find out the various activities of the various committees. We welcome all your suggestions and 
help in carrying out the legacy of our fathers. I-lope to see you there! 
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Erin Atherton was in grade 8 at La Pietra - Hawaii School for Girls when she wrote the following.essay 
and placed first in the Junior Division of the contest: 

JAPANESE-AMERICANS AND WORLD WAR II 

During World War 11, 5,829 Japanese-American men were given the opportunity to fight for 
their COUl)try, the United States of America. They knew they were loyal citizens of the United 
States, but the rest of the United States was not so sure. Because the United States was 
fighting against Japan, many Americans had anti-Japanese feelings. More than lOO,OOO 
Japanese-American citizens were put into internment camps. In Hawaii, Japanese-Americans 
were treated a lot better than those on the mainland. Because of their treatment, their reaction 
could have been to dislike the United States or join the Japanese forces in revenge, but they 
didn't. These men who volunteered their services, risked their lives to help the United States 
and the other Allied Nations win the war. Some of these men became part of the 100th 
Infantry Battalion which was created on June 12, 1942 and the 442nd Regimental Combat 
Team, formed in June of 1943. The Japanese-American troops bravely and loyally fought in 
Italy, Germany, Southern France and Central Europe. A lot of these men, like Senator Daniel 
Inouye were wounded or killed in these battles. There were so many men wounded in a battle 
in Italy that [the 100th] got the nickname, the "Purple Heart Battalion." The Japanese
American troops definitely had an impact on the war. Even though there were relatively few 
of them, they enabled the Allied forces to win the war faster. 

When the men from the lOOth and the 442nd came back to Hawaii to live, they became active 
members and leaders in their community. They became doctors, lawyers, businessmen, 
politicians, and they became real role models in the community. They brought in new ideas 
and a bigger view of the world. If these men had been denied the opportunity to serve their 
country, Hawaii might not have had the community, political, business, judicial, and religious 
leaders that it does. Without their influence, there would be less racial tolerance in Hawaii. 
Without the help and leadership of the Japanese-Americans, Hawaii might never have become 
a state, but just remained a territory of the United States. As you can see, we have a lot to 
thank the men of the 100th and 442nd for! 

Eddie Y. Kuwazaki (D) 
July 24, 1998 

Masato "Curly" Nakae (A) 
September 4, 1998 

Stanley "Tak Tak" Takahashi (A) 
September 1 0, 1998 

The Club .100 Ohana extends deepest sympathies to their families. 
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ABLE CHAPTER NEWS by Tommy Nishioka 

In the last PPP issue, I mentioned that a couple of our members have passed away and numerous others 
., are seriously ill. In the space of just seven days, Able Chapter lost two more members. Masato 

"Curly" Nakae died unexpectedly at home on September 4, ,1998. Curly was one of the regular card 
players who was at the clubhouse every day. Since this summer he had slowed down a bit and 
accepted the chauffering services from his family. Able Chapter is very proud of Curly, as he received 
the Distinguished Service Cross, but he never boasted or even talked about it. His daughter said he 
died while taking a nap. He went peacefully and quietly, just like the kind of guy that he was. While 
the Able Chapter members were getting organized for Curly's memorial service, we received word that 
Stanley "Tak Tak" Takahashi died at Kuakini Hospital on September] O. ""rak" was seriously ill for 
about two months, but we were hoping that he would recover enough to join us in some events. "Tak" 
was instrumental in organizing the Century Golf Club so that the retirees couJd play golf during the 
week rather than wait for the weekend.. That was many years ago. "Tak" also joined the Dance Group 
and the Green Thumb Club. Able Chapter conveys our sincere sympathy and condolences to the 
Nakae and Takahashi families. Thank you for so graciously allowing us to participate in the memorial 
services and to share in your grief. 

Recently at Mr. Horace Awa's funeral, Able Chapter members were asked to help with the "chobah" 
together with some other organizations. The members responded well and Mrs. Awa and her family 
members were very pleased. 

At all three memorial services and at the committal (graveside) services, the American flag, the 
Battalion colors and guidon were displayed. rt's too bad we sec them only for funerals nowadays. 

Just a reminder to the Able Chapter members: September 27 is our Annual Memorial Service. 
Therefore, members are urged to attend. Our main speaker will be our chapter member, Robert T. Sato 
and the emcee is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Fukunaga, Kenneth Fukunaga. 

And would you believe it's that time of year, again, when Richard lshimoto and Louise Morikawa get 
in gear for the Able Chapter Christmas P,arty. Please use the form to make your reservations. 

ABLE CHAPTER CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Saturday, December 19,1998 

PLACE Club 100 Clubhouse 
TIME Cocktails: 5:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

MENU 
COST 

PARKING 
ENTERTAINMENT 

DONATIONS WELCOMED 

(Dinner: 6:00 p.m. 
Buffet, pizza for children 
All Adults - $10.00 
Children under 12 --- Free! 
Ala Wai School Parking Lot 
Games and Door Prizes Galore! 
Door Prizes, Beer, Dessert, Soda, etc. 

GENERAL CO-CHAIRPERSONS: l\IIiss Louise Morikawa 
Mr. Richard Ishimoto 

HELPERS: Sons and Daughters, Grandchildren of Able Chapter 

We will be having grab bags for the children. Please purchase an item, not exceeding 
$10 and label it with the chi/d's name abd bring it to the party. 

x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x 
Send payment to: Club 100 Able Chapter, 520 Kamoku Street, Honolulu HI 96826 

I 

MEMBER'SNAME: __________________________________________ _ 

Yes, , will attend the Able Chapter Christmas Party 

NUMBEROFADULTS _____ X $10.00 = $ ------
NUMBER OF CHILDREN UNDER 12 __ = $ free 

TOTAL PAYMENT = $ _____ _ 
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CLUB 100 CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR OCTOBER 1998 

ABLE .................................... .5aturday, October 24 ...................... 8 a.m ................................... Lounge / 
BAKER. ................................ .5aturday, October 17 ...................... 1 p.m .................................. Lounge..,.... 
CHARLIE ............................. Monday, October 12 ....................... 10 a.m ......................... Board Room 
DOG 
HQ ......................................... Tuesday, October 6 ......................... 9:30 a.m ........................ Turner Hall 
HAWAIl. .............................. Thursday, October 22 ..................... 11:00 a.m ...... AJA Vets Mem. Hall 
MAUl .................................... Friday, October 9 ............................ 6 p.m .......... Kahului Com. Center 
RURAL 
KAUAI 
BOARD ................................. Friday, October 2 ............................ 9:00 a.m ...................... Board Room 
S&D BOARD ........................ Sunday, October 18 ......................... 12:30 p.m ................... Board Room 
S&D Annual Meeting ......... Sunday, October 18 ......................... 2:00 p.m ....................... Turner Hall 
GREEN THUMB ................. Monday, October 5 ......................... 10:00 a.m. : ........................... Lounge 
KARAOKE FUN NITE ....... Friday, October 9 ............................ 6 p.m ........................... Turner Hall 
L.A. MONUMENT FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE ... Fri., Oct. 2, 10:30 a.m ........... Board Room 

The Clubhouse Office will be closed on Monday, October 12 in observance of Discoverers' Day. The 
Lounge and Back Room will be open as usual from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Deadline for articles for the November 1998 issue is October 20, 1998. 

The PukaPuka Parade collating will be on Thursday, October 29 at 8:30 a.m. Dog, Medics and 
Headquarters Chapters are responsible for providing the manpower and refreshments. 

Club 100 
Veterans of the 100th Infantry Battalion 
520 Kamoku Street 
Honolulu HI 96826-5120 
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