
100lN INfANTRY BATTALI~N VETERANS CLUB 

MONTHLY NEWS 

FROM THE EDITORS' PUKA By Ray and AId Nosaka 

"Old soldiers never die - they just fade away" 

It is hard to believe that three of our highest ranking officers passed away within the period of two 
months. The following article on Taro Suzuki was prepared last month to be printed as shown in this 
issue. Then an interview done by Joy Teraoka on Aprilll with Sakae Takahashi was to be printed in 
the June issue. Sakae had graciously agreed to submit to an interview for our PPP readers. We are 
very honored and grateful for this final giving of himself.. What Sakae has done for Club 100 will 
never be forgotten. His story, as summarized in the personal interview, will be printed in the. next 
issue of the PPP. A week later we were shocked to learn of the passing of James Lovell. Major 
Lovell, 94 years old, was "down to earth" and one of the most respected officers of our battalion .. 

We all extend our deepest condolences to the families of these three gallant men who will live forever 
in the hearts of all HaWaii. 

In the April issue, we mentioned the loss of our most senior member, and we felt that it is only fitting 
that we print a little more about this soldier and comrade who was' 96 at the time of his death on 

* 

March 3, 2001. Taro Suzuki was an outstanding ROTC cadet and received his degree and J 
.' commission in 1927. After graduating frQm the U. of HIl!!aii, he m~illtained _lJ!!_~y reserve stnt>lS 

by taking necessary training courses and was promoted to first lieutenant then eventually to the niIiK ---. . 
of Captain. Captain Suzuki was assigned as Commander of Baker Company just prior to 
embarking for the European Theatre of War. In November 1943 , Taro was seriously wounded in 
Pozzili, Italy .. 

After being discharged from the U. S. army, Taro becam~ the first Director to be in charge of the 
Punchbowl National Cemetery. The engraving on the headstone at gravesite #C1488 shows his rank 
as Major Taro Suzuki.. So long, "old soldier" - may you rest in peace there with your beloved wife, 
Asako at your side. 

Mahalo to the following volunteers who came out on March 29 to collate and mail out the April issue 
of the Puka Puka Parade: Bernard Akamine, Ottomatsu Aoki, Alfred Arakaki, Robert Arakaki, 
Kunio Fujimoto, Tom Fujise, Mary Hamasaki, Tokuichi Hayashi, Ed Ikuma, Isamu Inouye, Sally 
Inouye, Shigeru Inouye, Masaru Kadamoto, Lawrence and Regina Kamiya, Arthur Komiyama, 
Susumu Kunishige, Don Matsuda, Nora Morihara, Y. Mugitani, Joichi Muramatsu, Saburo Nishime, 
Tom Nishioka, Ray and Aki Nosaka, Tom Nosse. Takeichi Onishi, Leo Satp, Rohert Sato, Kazuto 
Shimizu, Hiro Suehiro, Denis amd Joy Teraoka, Martin Tohara, Stu Tsuhota, Rikio and Evelyn Tsuda, 
Ken Uyeno, Ukichi Wozumi,. Marie Yoneshige, Kaoru and Sadako Yonezawa 



PRESIDENT'S REPORT by Stanley M. AkIta 

Must Read: ThtmIc You from the French Government 
You members all know abOut the "Thank You America" certificate that will be issued by the French 
Government? You must fill in the· appUcation attached to this issue of the PPP and submit it with both 
copies of your discharge papers (also known as 00214) and send it to the club as soon as possible. We 
will submit the application as a group, so try to send it in by the first week in May. 

SAKAE TAKAHASHI, who was he? Well Sakae, as you all know, was the Commanding Officer of 
Co. B., a true 8entleman and an officer. The men of the 100th Infantry Battalion who, no matter what 
the situation was, always attained their 80al In combat against all odds. The Battalion was well known 
to all the American Generala in Europe, mainly. due to the very professionally executed maneuvers led 
by Captain Sakae Takahashi. He was an omcer who was highly respected by the men of the lOOth. 
After the war, he went aU out to help the Club 100 and you can rest assured that he'll be truly missed 
here at the clubhouse. I'm certain that we'll all meet again someday, sometime and it doesn't matter 
where, but we want you as our leader again. 

The April Board meeting was a ftuitfbl meeting. Ted Hamasu reported on the Amnlal 59th Anniversary 
Celebration. As of today, we have 209 registrations including members (and family) as compared to 
the 40 we had last month. If you haven't signed up for the 59th Celebration, please do so right away. 
The 44200 has built a very nice memorial plaque listing the names of all those KIA which also includes 
the names of the KIA from the l00th Bn. In appreciation for including the nam~ of the men of the 
lOOth, the Club 100 Board appropriated $5,000 to the 442- Club in increments of$2,500 for 2 years. It 
is in memory of the men of the lOOth mentioned on the 44~ plaque. It is also in memory to Ken 
Saruwatari who served as the President of the 442DC1 Club and also of Club 100. AU chapters who are 
requesting the $5 rebate to members must Submit the list of chapter members with the members' 
address and phone number. In order to receive the rebate for a member, the member must be a paid up 
with the mother club and paid up as a chapter member. A request was received from Don Shimazu, last 
year's 44~d President, of last year's Oahu AlA Veterans Council, in search of a vet who fought in 
Europe, a former l00th, 442DC1 or 552DC1 G. I. who is willing to go to Germany on May 20th to the 251b to 
give a speech at three different locations in Germany. 

May I, at this time extend my sincere gratitude to two persons on the Board Namely they are Bert 
Turner the first V. P. and Dr. Denis Teraoka the second V. P. Bert is heading the apartment committee 
and seems to me that he likes doing what he is doing. That is to see to it that the apartment is being 
managed properly and to the clubs advantage. As for Dr. Denis, he took on the very difficult task of 
checking the By Laws to look for any discrepancies. He pointed out a couple of ambiguities and will 
bring it out at the Board level to revise the By Laws. Denis took upon himself a task no one wanted to 
do. My hats otrto both Bert Turner and Dr. Denis Teraoka. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 

CLUB 100 
Carol Inafuku 
KiyokoOka 
KiyokoOka 

(in memory of James lnafuku "B") 
(in memory of Harry Oka "N' I Rural) 
(in memory of Harry Oka "A"I Rural) 

PukaPuka Parade 
Yaeko Yokoyama 
Kiyoko Oka (in memory ofHany Oka "A"I Rural) 

Sons & Daughten 
Kenneth Higa (in memory of my wife Beatrice K. Higa) 
Yoshiko Oshiro (in memory of Sidney Oshiro, "0") 
Rural Chapter Club 100 (in memory of Anna Elizabeth Ikei) 
Baker Chapter (in memory ofKenichi Iha "B") 
Kiyoko Oka (in memory of Harry Oka "A"I Rural) 
F Company Club 100 statewide (in memory ofKenichi lha "B") 
F Company Club 100 Oahu (in memory ofKenichi Iha "S") 

by Amanda De Ponte 

$200 (for Baker Chapter) 
$100 
$100 (for Rural Chapter) 

$25 
$50 

$200 (scholarship fund) 
$2,000 
$20 (scholarship fund) 
$25 (scholarship fund) 
$50 
$25 (scholarship fund) 
$25 (scholarship fund) 

The Ala Wai schoolteachers wish to convey their deepest gratitude to Club 100/or the use of the 
clubhouse, andfor their generosity and kindness. . 
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LaslName: 

Date of Birth: 

Street Adress: 

Town: 

. . 
Embassy of France 
. 'I 

"Thank~ You-America Certificate 

please read carefully the attached Instructions and return this form to 
your Veterans Association or nearest Consulate General of France 

Recommendation 
For the CertIficate to Recognize the Allied Soldiers Who Took Part to 
The Normandy landing and Contributed to the Uberatlon of France 

1844:1141 

IFIrst Name:· . Middle InfUaI: 

Birthplace: Country of Birth: 

State: Zip: Telephone: 

Major Combat Unit (Army, DiviSion, NaVal ship, Coast Guard vessel, Numbered Air Force) : 

World War II Serial Number: 
Duration of anned services on French territory, airspace or waters during World War II and dates (year, 
month end day, 
IDlease attach a CODY of militarv records): 

Dates of Service-From: Until: 

Where did you serve In France? 

If this form Is prepared by a third person, please Indicate your name, address and phone number below: 

To be completed by the veteran: 

,,-

I, , the undersigned, declare on my honor that the Infonnatlon contained on this fonn 
and on the attached copies Is exad. 

Done at. _________ on. __________ ,2000l2001. 

Signature oftha veteran: __________________ _ 

Embassy of Fnmce, DfJCfIIJIber 4~ 21100 



-- ----------~-----



CHARLIE CHAPTER NEWS by WarreD Iwai 

MEETING: 16 Members were present at the meeting on the 16th of April. Yoshiyuki "Papoose" 
Tomiyama and his wife, Skip were present for their first meeting with tIC" Chapter. Skip was promptly 
"volunteered" as acting secretary since our secretary Hiromi Suehiro was absent due to illness. Also 
present were Saburo Ishitani, Kaoru Matsumura and Stanley Kimura. Kimura is getting to be a regular 
now. Items discussed were the Club 100 59th anniversary celebration, Charlie Chapter Fun Nite 2001 
and the need for new membership in the club. 

The 59th anniversary celebration will be held on June 9th. Papoose Tomiyama has reserved a table for 
his family and friends. We would like to see a greater turnout so we urge all of you who are undecided 
to join us, Prontol The Fun Nite 2001 at the Nuuanu Onsen Tea House is tentatively set for Thursday. 
September 20. 

Membership in the Club 100 is an urgent matter. To perpetuate the Club 100 many new members are 
necessary. Each day more veterans are passing away and the ranks must be filled by our descendants. 
So far the response has been dismal. We must have more interested new members soon. 

The Sons and Daughters of the l00th Infantry Battalion (Separate) is sponsoring a picnic at the Keehi 
Lagoon on Sunday, August 12, 2001 from 9:00 - 3:00 PM. They are inviting all the members and 
families from Club 100. Lets all join them and make this a real family affair and get to know each 
other. General Jason Kamiya has been re-assigned back to his former outfit, the 101st Airborne 
Division. He is now one of the assistant division commanders and is in charge of support units. 

Masayoshi Kawamoto, the first Top Kick of Charlie Company. passed away on Sunday, April 8 
following a stroke. Our sincere sympathy to Ai and son, Galen. The inumment service was conducted 
with full military honors at the National Cemetery at Punchbowl. Sadly the sound of the bugle give 
word that the life of a soldier has ended - so we say farewell to a good soldier. After the service at 
Punchbowl a reception was held at the Makiki Christian Church. Saburo Ishitani, Kenneth Higa and 
Lawrence Kamiya shared their experiences during the war in Italy where Masa showed how much he 
cared for his men. They remember vividly to this day, the acts of kindness and concern showed to them 
by Masa. As I was writing this article I heard that two of our officers and leaders passed away. James 
Lovell passed away on Sunday, April 15 and Sakae Takahashi passed away on Monday, April 16. We 
have lost two officers who were great on the battlefield and terrific leaders at home after the war. Our 
sincere sympathy to their families. LADIES CORNER: Skip Tomiyama, wife of Papoose" Tomiyama 
has volunteered to conduct 'a couple of 1 day craft classes. The first is "Candy Craft" where you wear 
your calories not eat it. She uses jelly beans and M & M's to create something nice to wear. The second 
is "Decorating for a Dollar". Like the title says, its decorating for practically nothing cost wise. The 
classes are scheduled as follows: Candy Craft Class -- Monday, May 7th fromlO:OO am to 12:00 noon 
and Decorating for a Dollar Class - Monday, May 14th from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon. TO REGISTER 
CALL SKIP at 263-5824. These classes are open to all members of Club 100 and their families and it 
is FREE. 

The ladies had their first luncheon for this year at the Waioli Tea Room on April 12. Report is that they 
had a great time -- there was a lot of catching up to do since their last luncheon was a long time ago. 
The ladies attending were Regina Kamiya, Lynn Shimizu, Gloria Suehiro, Lillian Sodetani, Yukie 
Akita, Lorraine Miyashiro, Betty lwai, Doris Kimura, Alice Nakagawa, Alice Shiozaki and Kay Oshiro. 

The next luncheon will be at L'uraku Restaurant, 1341 Kapiolani Blvd (makai), serving Euro-Japanese 
cuisine. The date is May 23, Wednesday. Alice Nakagawa and Yuki Akita are in charge. Parking is 
available in the building. 
NEXT "C" CHAPTER MEETING IS ON MAY 21ST. See you at the clubhouse. 
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BA WAD CHAPTER NEWS by Jimmy Maeda 

This reporter would like to share with readers Hving outside of the Big Island this article from Hawaii 
Tribune Herald, Sunday, April O~ 2001 issue, "BIG ISLE MOST DIVERSE U.S COUNTY" The 
article written by Jean Christensen of Associated Press. Reference to Cafe 100: "Where hamburger, lau 
lau and kim chee served side by side" 

"At Cafe 100 in Downtown Hilo, a combination plate might include an American style hamburger, 
KOrean kim chee and Hawaiian tau tau, meat steamed in Banana or ti leaves. Manager Gail Tsunehirois 
used to diversity. The ancestries of the restaurant's three dozens employees include Chinese, Korean, 
Hawaiian, Filipino and Micronesian. Her customers just as varied. Hawaii County is the most 
multicultural county in the nation, according to an analysis of 2000 census data by the Associated Press 
using the U.S.A Today Diversity Index. ~I don't think we ever really give it a second thought" 
Tsunehiro said, It is kind of amazing that we would be the most ethnically diverse, but I'm not 
surprised. II "Tsunehiro's restaurant is named for the mostly Japanese-American lOOth Infantry 
Battalion in which her father, Richard Miyashiro, served during World War U" 

"Her grandparents came here ftom Okinawm, Japan, to work on plantations" "They were having to 
work side by side, together, way back then, so that carries on throughout the generations, she said. II 
PPP Reporters Notes: Two others sisters Gloria and Kay help in the operation of the restaurant. 
Grandmother Evelyn Miyashiro drops by the restaurant at times. 

To the members of Hawaii Chapter and wives the April 19, ladies luncheon meeting had to be moved 
one week ahead because the chairman of the food committee will be off island. We hope the ladies 
won't mind. We have one important business to complete on the day. Patrick "Pat" Pavao after thirty 
years working as counselor of veterans affairs for the State retired on December 3~ 2000. For his 
outstanding and dedicated work serving the veterans on the Big Island Hawaii Chapter members invites 
Pat Pavao to become an Honorary Member of Club 100 Hawaii Chapter on April 19. We hope you will 
be present to welcome Pat into the membersbitp of Hawaii Chapter. 

-- ---- --- - --- -----------~--

IN MEMORIAM: GEORGE JOn OUE, of Kealakekua, Kona died on March 3~ at the age of 86. 
George was a formerly of Co. 0, 100th Inf. Bn. Our prayer of condolence to wife Betty; son, Toshio; 
daughter, Mitsue Que; brothers Tatsumi, Herbert, William; Francis; sisters Amy Kawano, Patricia Oue 
and other relatives. Funeral service was held at Kona Hongwanji Mission 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CHAPTER by Sam Fujikawa 

Our club members are aU busy with many activities. 

We are happy to report that Ben Tagami is well on the way towards recovery from his neck injury. 
Everyone was glad to see him and Jean at title recent lOOthI442nd Association Board meeting which 

. was held at Paul's Kitchen in Monterey Park on May 7th. Also attending were Wayne Fujita, the 
President, Hank and Kaz Yoshitake, Ted and Chizu Omra, and Sam Fujikawa. 

We miss June Kurisu who is nursing a serious eye infection. We wish her a speedy recovery so we can 
once again enjoy her journalism expertise as our club reporter. 

Mainlanders who have not registered yet for the October Mini-reunion are urged to tum in their 
applications soon and not wait for the July deadline. The Hawaii Stoup has gone over their expectations 
and need any extra hotel rooms we can spare trom our allotment. In addition to the list in the last issue 
of the PPP, the following people have registered: Henry and Elsie Hayashi, Ted and Chizu Omra, Duke 
and Dorothy Ogawa, Charles and Bessie Okazaki, Harry and Yoshi Kiyabu, James Akagi, Lloyd and 
Michl Toda, Harry and Harumi Sasaki, Ken and Hisako Miya, Ben and Jean Tagami. Also scheduled to 
attend are Tom and Gladys Tsuda, Hershey and Terry Miyamura. 

The Go For Broke Educational Foundation is asking that recipes andlor photos of veterans when they 
were young and in uniform be sent in soon for Veteran's Favorites Cookbook ll. The first cookbook 
turned out to be so popular the second printing is just about sold out. Material for the second cookbook 
is being collected now and the committee is sure it will be another popular success. 



BAKER CHAPTER NEWS by Bernard Akamine 

Our condolences to the family of the late Ken Iha. We lost a dear and faithful member. We all will 
surely miss him. Also, our sympathy to the family of the late Taro Suzuki. He was buried alongside 
his wife at Punchbowl, on March 12. His was a private service. 

Sakae Takahashi was hospitalized for a few days. I called him on the grapevine about Ken Iha's funeral. 
and that is how I found out. (Ed. note: Sakae subsequently passed away on April 16.) 

I walk Magic Island on Mondays twice around from the beach road to the point, which is about 2 miles. 
In the beginning it was mostly local retirees walking, but lately, there are Filipino-speaking and Korean
speaking retirees. The rest of the w~ek I walk with my wife on Kalakaua Avenue. What a contrast
young Japanese girls and older visitors from Canada and Europe. It is a pleasant walk from the 
Natatorium to Royal Hawaiian Avenue. In between, in the marine conservation area, we feed the fishes. 
Some people feed them bread, but we feed them dry cat food. It is a very relaxing and enjoyable half 
hour. The distance is 1 mile each way, and the most convenient thing is that there are 6 toilets along the 
way, so it's very handy for older people with bladder problems. 

The sidewalk area along Kuhio Beach is kept clean by the City Parks employees in white coveralls. 
The business areas of both Kalakaua and Kuhio are kept clean by men in blue and white uniforms, with 
wide-brim straw hats. On the back of their uniforms is the name "Malama Waikiki." They push carts 
containing a broom, mop, rubbish container, dust pan rags and spray bottle with detergent They even 
wipe down the bases of the light poles. They work for a company financed by the businesses in 
Waikiki. Every visitor I encounter always says, "How clean Waikiki is." One morning during our walk 
I noticed I was attracting the attention of the people walking towards us. I was feeling pretty smug 
until I went to use the toilet. I realized why--because my fly was openl 

DOG CHAPTER NEWS by Helen Nikaido 

On March 30th, 34 members, wives, widows and guests enjoyed a delicious buffet luncheon at the 
Pagoda Restaurant It was good to see Conrad Tsukayama from Kailua and Hideo Kaya, all the way 

. from Hauula, and guys like Etsuro Sekiya, Tony Kinoshita, Wally Chinen, and Francis Takemoto. 

Attending the luncheon were "Doc" and Mildred Hosaka, Saburo Nishime, Denis and Joy Teraoka, 
Ben and Gloria Tamashiro, Martin Tohara, Shigeru and Mieko Tsubota, Conrad and Yoshi Tsukayama, 
Jitsuri Yoshida, Wally Chinen and daughter Joyce, Hideo and Ethel Kaya, Tony and Violet Kinoshita, 
Tony's guests Andy Matsunaga and wife, Etsuro Sekiya, Francis Takemoto and daughter Carol Dee, 
Rhoda Kawamata, Mary Hamasaki, Sue Kondo and her three guests, Mitsuko Kurisu, Jane Matsunami, 
Stella Nakayama and Helen Nikaido. Many thanks to "Jits" for collecting the money, "Doc" and Mary 
for helping me contact the people. 

Dog chapter has more widows than active members, so I thought it would be nice for the widows to 
have lunch together. Some of the wives wanted to join us, so several times we got together. Since there 
are so few active members, we included them, too. Thank you for coming. Hope you had an enjoyable 
lunch and fellowship. 

On March 15th, Mary Hamasaki joined a group of HGEA retirees for an excursion to Maui for whale 
watching (like a tourist), visiting the Maui Ocean Center (aquarium) in Maalaea, and seeing a play in 
Lahaina called Ualena, which was about Maui mythology. She said it was very interesting. 

Reminder: "OPU" BlRANAKA'S ONE PUKA PUKA JAPAN TOUR WILL MEET ON 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 20TH. AT 10:30 AM. IN THE BOARD ROOM. 

RURAL CHAPTER NEWS by Ted M. Hamaso 

This confounded •• !!! 11 gadget called the computer got me again. This article was supposed to have 
been printed last month but somehow the operator was not on the ball and boobooed. So you are 
reading an old story. 

I received a brochure from a Southern California Committee stating that they are planning an All Nikkei 
Veterans and Family Event in Los Angeles on August 3,4,5 and 6 of this year. If you plan to attend, 
make arrangements early because it's gonna be a big affair. 
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One of our active members, Harry Oka, passed away on 25' February 2001. His funeral service was 
held at the Mililani Memorial Park Mauka Chapel on 4 March 2001, from 11:00 A.M. Our deepest 
sympathy to his loving wife Kiyoko, her immediate family and relatives for their great loss. The burial 
was held on 30 March 2001 from 11:30 A.M in the Punchbowl National Cemetery. Rest in peace, 
Harry. 

My deepest condolences to Mrs. Humi lila, her immediate family and relatives for their great loss of 
Kenbo (Kenichi) who died on March 2001. 

Kenbo was a good friend of mine, and although his leg was bothering him, we used to golf on some 
weekends. After a game I used to drop in at his home and have a can of beer or two befote going home. 
He enjoyed the game, but later his leg bothered him so much that he gave up golfing entirely. Kenbo, 
rest in peace. 

There seems to be some confusion on donations made to the Sons and Daughters of the 100th Infantry 
Battalion and donations made to Club 100. All donations made to the S&D are tax deductible to the 
donors. All donations made directly to Club 100 are not tax deductible to those donors. 

However, if you want to make a donation to Club 100 and you want it to be tax deductible, make the 
donation to the S&D with a "note" saying to pass the donation on to Club 100. If you are confused, . 
and I know it is confusing, give me a call at 455-3341, and I will try to clalrify it for you. 

We held our chapter meeting at Zippy's in Wahiawa with 11 members present. I picked Hamamoto up 
at 10:30 and we both wore our jackets because it was cold even in Pearl City. We entered the restaurant 
and with the air conditioner on, it was really chilly. And in comes Susumu Ota with only a short 
sleeved T-shirt, walking nonchalantly to claim a chair. I asked him whether it was cold, and he just 
shook his head sideways and said, ''Nope.'' Brm. By the way, Sus Ota lives in Wahiawa. I asked the 
waitress for a hot cup of coffee to keep me warm. After having a hot bowl of wonton min for my 
lunch, we settled down to hold our meeting. 

One of the agenda items was a "Thank-You-America Certificate" that the French Government will issue 
to all wwn Veterans who fought to liberate France. You must have served on French soil. in air or on 
sea. ~ )"ou, ~!tneed.J:Jroo(_oi...your~rvice. If you qllalHy~_caILtluLClub_Office~f-the 

, questionnaire; fill it out, and send it to the Office with your proof of service. 

Now that the membership in Club 100 is open to our descenmmts, the President actiyated a 
membership committee to supervise and review the applications. One of the questions that came up 
was whether the applicants qualifY for the $10.00 subsidy that Club 100 is giving to its members for 
the coming 59th Anniversary Banquet. Rural Chapter members feel that they are entitled to the 
subsidy if their membership was submitted before the anniversary date of9 June 2001. 

Members wishing to attend the Club 100 59th Anniversary Banquet. don't forget to submit your 
reservations, ASAP. As to your seating arrangements, we will try to accommodate your wishes by 
asking one of your chapter members on the committee to screen it. We will be seating members by 
chapters, if there are no specific requests. 

Club 100 will be represented by Chester Hada at the Hawaii State Veterans Cemetery on Memorial 
Day, 28 May 2001. 

VOLUNTEER AW ARBS AT SENIOR RECOGNITION PROGRAM 

Margaret Ota, wife of Rural Chapter member Susumu Ota, was nominated for the Senior of the Year 
award for her volunteer work at Wahiawa General Hospital as Auxiliary President. She has been active 
with the Senior Citizens Club, the Rainbow Club, and has served as Refreshment Committee 
Chairperson. 

Congratulations to both Margaret Ota and Club 100 nominee, Shigeru Inouye, for receiving recognition 
awards from Mayor Jeremy Harris. The awards were presented on April 17, at the Mayor's 35th 
Senior Recognition Program at the Convention Center. 
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT I I 

In an all out effort to promote a closer relationship between SonslDaughters and the Veterans of the 
tOOth Irifantry, a family picnic is being planned. The date has been set for Sunday, August t2 and will 
be held on the grounds of the DA V at Keehi Lagoon. . 

Since this is a joint activity, the cooperation and participation of all the Club t 00 veterans, wives, 
widows, children and grandchildren is needed to make this event a success. The picnic committee met 

. on Sunday, April 22, and the members enthusiastically voiced their opinions and suggestions on how 
to make this a real "fun" time. Some of the events mentioned were fishing (contest?) tug-of war, story 
telling, music, arts and crafts, and lots offoodl 

Volunteers are needed to help with the games, food, etc. etc. Please call one of the following and 
say you will be glad to help: Ann Kabasawa 734-0841 or AId Nosaka 737-4864. You can also e
mail Ann at annkaba@aloha.net. In the June issue of the PPP, we :will print more information 
regarding the picnic and a registration form for you to complete, sign, and mail back to the committee. 
We will need that form returned to us before July 15 so that we can have a head count. 

PLEASE MARK AUGUST 12 ON YOUR CALENDAR NOWI. 

CALLING ALL DESCENDANTSn 

JOIN CLUB 100 

ATtENTIONU This is a "wake-up c:aJ1," a serious appeal to our deseendaats·· 
sons, daughters, and FandchDdren •• to Join Club 100 and beeome aetive members 
of our organization. Club 100 needs you younger members to help perpetuate the 
legacy of our history, of our ideals, of our clubhouse, and of our motto-· "For 
Continuina Service!' It needs you to eventually take over the Clubhouse as 
beneficiaries and custodians of this property. We need you as members who wiD 
oversee this organization in the future when we veterans are gone. 

For the veterans, it means riding into the sunset with peace of mind, knowing 
that our descendants have taken over the helm. 

Before it is too late, and aD of us old soldiers ''fade away," SONS, DAUGHTERS, 
GRANDCIDLDREN, PLEASE JOIN CLUB 100 TODAY. 

CLUB tOO KARAOKE KAI CELEBRATES by Ted M. Hamasu 

Happy 18th Birthday. Members of~ Club 100 Karaoke Kai celebrated the 18th Anniversary of the 
Karaoke Kai by gathering at the Pagoda Restaurant and having a wonderful dinner. Led by our 
president, B~trice ~hin~ and her escort Howard Iwai were Violet Yamamoto, Gladys Kawakami, 
Gladys Sumida, ElSie Oshita, Stu Yoshioka, Marge and Masa Toma, Ted Hamasu, Kitty Hamasu, Ed 
Ikuma, Kaoru Yonezawa. Sadako Yonezawa, Bob Takeshige and Mrs. Takeshige. 

After a hearty meal and the bill was paid by our madame treasurer, Gladys Sumida, we returned to the 
clubhouse and enjoyed wonderful fellowship and a hearty evening of singing karaoke songs. We thank 
Elsie Oshita for making all the anangements for this occasion. It was 10:00 P.M. when we called it 
quits and left for bome. Happy 18th Anniversary and may you have more in the future. Gambatte Ne. 
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A "TIIANK. YOU" LETI'ER. TO THE loorrBl442ND VETERANS 

The followins letter was sent to the members of the lOOth Infantry Battalion trom Jared'N. Keller of 
Littleton, Colorado. This )'ounS man bas written a beautiful and touchinsletter expressing his sratitude 
and admiration to the AJA veterans for the loyalty, courage, sacrifices and honor they' c:Usplayed in their 
fipt for fteec:Iom ,...d justice both at home and abroad. Please take the time to read his noteworthy 
letter. . 

8224 S. Fillmore Way 
Littleton, CO 80122 

To The Members of the 100" In_ 8attaIlion: 

Gentlemen, pJease 8JJow me to begin by simply sayiiig ~ you, " tor that is the main purpoSe 
of this letter. My II8ID8 is J~ KeUer, and I am a 26 year-old living 'in LittIetma. Co~do. I 
obtained this ~ddreSs through the kind asSistance of Mr. George Sabto, one of_e many in your 

.' group who .was bUy given the recopition so long overdue him. Por the past three years, I've 
been collecting as many DaIlIeS and addreilses of WW2 veteraas as I could, and then sending 
notes of encouragement and thaDks. ~y ~ ~ few, and are quite sirDpJe.. . 
, ' 

. . •• ~ t 

I have been made more and more, aware "Of the ';' state of my generation, when it coiiies to " 
patriotism, and to an awareness of the sacrifices made by so ~ brave men ~ us. I was 
blessed enough to be raised by parents who instilled 'in me a love and respect for our nation, and· 
consequently, ,had p'laDned to enter the Naval Academy uPon, .... duation iiom lUsh school. 
Unfortunately, an injury suft"«ed during my mor year of baseban elided that dream. Since that 
time, I've hungered for a way to serve my country, and have been sadcIen.ed by the ignorance and 
lack of gratitude ,that so many brave veterans &ace when speaking With members of my 
generation. 'Ibis pains me, and I hope that this letter will seiVe to heJp in letting au of you ,know 
that there·are, indeed, many among us who are aware of the saCrifices you n.mde for freedom, and ' 
are gratetbI for those sacrifices. : , . ': \. ' . ~ , ' :' ." . 

,; ~ .. 

I have read as many txdcs as I could find regarding the 442ad ~d 100", and reserve a special 
level of respect for all of you. To &ace such bigotry ftom so much of Your own nation, and then to " 

---, - - -acquit yourselVB with -sum- ftanor and biavery is;'to me, a1i1tiUfe -~ yoUr iliifiCition .~ your-. ~~ 
&tri' ftti_ weD £_!I! " " ' .. p v......, as as y,our UWWIIS. ' .. ,. '. \,. ' , . .... , , ,...... ,. 

I wish veiy much to thank you, and to let ycm know that each of yOu, tho~ I, don't know you by 
Dame, is in my prayers, and is appreciated by not only myseJ( but by. so many others. ' 

. .; ',' . 
, " ' .. " ' 

I hope that, through a life lived with lionor and d1aractir; I cia come, close to IiviDg-up to the 
standard established bJ mea like yourselves,":' ,1, \', .} ,'. '~\--

.. "- 'j:' .. • . I 

At any rate, p~ accept my apologies ifdUs ietter seems strange. I defiaitely don't mean to 
burden anycme with a teeliJig that a responSe is necessary.' 1.'0 add tbistype of burden is not my 
p. Rather, 1 Simply wish to express my heartfelt and sincere gratitude and 8dm&aticm to the 
members of your 0JBIIIUati0n .. lfs member of your organization wishes to c:ootact me. however, 
1 hope they feel he. 1 am honored and gratefUl to hear ftom those that 1 write. I have been 
fortunate to correspond repIirIy witIi many' vets oVer. the past three Yean, ind have baeD blessed 
far more than I could haw hoped that my letters would bless those whom I 'wrote, J cherish each 
bit of communication I receive. 1he abilirty to hear brave ~ (who are almost unfililingly , 
modest) teD their stories js a rare and WODdedId privilege. . : . 

The bottom line is this: 11umk you aU so 1IIIlCia, God Bless. 

The PukaPuka Pande is the monthly newsletter of Club 100, an association of World War II 
Veterans of the tOOth Infantry Battalion. Published at 520 Kamoku Street, Honolulu, Hi 96826. 
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From the Sons and Daughters of the 100th Infantry Battalion (Separate) by Mimi Nakano 

Condolences: The Sons and Daughters of the lOOth Infantry Battalion (Separate) extend our deepest 
condolences to the families and friends of Major James Lovell and Captain Sakae Takahashi. Words 
cannot adequately express the degree of admiration we have for both veterans. They are our heroes and 
stellar role models. 

The mission of the Sons and Daughters is to perpetuate the legacy of the 100th Infantry Battalion 
(Separate). Be assured that the Sons and Daughters will make sure that both veterans and their 
distinguished military service, professional accomplishments, contributions to the State of Hawaii, 
community, Club 100 and to the Sons and Daughters of the l00th Infantry Battalion (Separate) 
Organization will not be forgotten. Major Lovell and Sakae gave us their Oral History. Their Oral 
History will enable us to perpetuate their legacy and the legacy of the l00th Infantry Battalion 
(Separate). We grieve with you and win miss both profoundly. 

Mahalo to Club lOOt Thank you very much for the unanimous vote to allow the Sons and Daughters to 
continue to use Apartment 209. This apartment is the home of the Sons and Daughters archives, 
resource materials, books and lOOth Infantry Battalion merchandise. All perpetuate the legacy of the 
lOOth Infantry Battalion. Equally important, the apartment is a workroom and a mini learning center for 
the Sons and Daughters, the descendents and others researching the lOath Infantry Battalion. 

The use of the apartment has increased since William Chang donated his computer. (Thanks again, 
Williaml) Much of the work such as creating data bases, cataloguing materials, inventorying, labeling, 
etc require a computer. 

The Sons and Daughters receive requests from students or researchers who are looking for information 
about the l00th Infantry Battalion. When this occurs, the Archives Committee Chair or one of the 
Committee members arranges to meet and assists the student in locating the information he/she needs. 
The inquiry may be for facts, pictures or other memorabilia. 

To better meet the request for pictures and copies of documents, the Sons and Daughters purchased a 
scanner (a machine that turns the computer and printer into a copy machine). As funds become 
available, we will continue to purchase internet connection, computer programs and equipment which 
will increase our effectiveness in meeting the various requests we receive. 

Evelyn Honda, is the Chairperson of the Archives Committee, and she has been assessing the different 
kinds of materials in the Archives. As a result, Evelyn has identified what needs to be done to make the 
Archives user friendly. Work needed includes identifying people in the photo albums, storing items in 
acid free envelopes or binders, cataloguing, creating a database, and designing a user process. Once this 
is done, the Archives can be an integral part of a learning center for descendents, researchers and the 
pUblic. Evelyn needs a group of volunteers who can assist her. Three volunteers-Dr. Otagaki, Bert 
Turner and Hiromi Suemro- recently pledged their help. However, more volunteers-veterans, wives, 
sons and daughters, grandchildren, etc are needed. Training will be provided. To volunteer or learn 
more about this committee call Evelyn. Evelyn's phone number is 677-9398 and her e-mail address is 
hondanOOl@hawaii.rr.com. 

Mahalo to the History Day Committee Members. Mahalo to Evelyn Honda for Chairing the Sons and 
Daughters History Day Committee. Also, sincere thanks to Avin Oshiro, Drusilla Tanaka and Jill 
Yamashiro for serving as judges. Warren Fencil and One Puka Puka Scholarships 

The Sons and Daughters Organization presently administers three,scholarships-the Warren Fencl} and 
two One Puka Puka Scholarships ( Club 100 funded scholarships). Evelyn Honda and Clay Kamiya are 
co-chairs. Both extend their sincere Mahalo and appreciation to Mr. Warren lwai, Mr. Tokugi Ono, 
Mr. Sakae Takahashi, Mr. Don Matsuda, Dr. Otagaki, Shelly Santo: : and Joyce Doi for their help in 
making the Scholarships a success. 

Thirty-five students applied for the Warren Fencil Scholarship and twenty-one applied for the One Puka 
Puka Scholarship. By the end of April (2001), the recipients will be chosen. This will provide adequate 
time for the students, Mr. and Ms. Fencil and Club 100 to be recognized at graduation. 

Volunteers for next year's comMittee are being accepted. In addition, next year, the Sons and Daughters 
will also be administering the Mr. Moichi and Ms. Frances. Okazaki Scholarship. Serving on a 
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scholarship committee includes· selecting the essay question, mailing the applications, r~g and 
evaluating the applications and selecting the recipie,nts. Call Ann Kabasawa, Membership Chairperson 
@ 734-0841 or e-mail Ann at annkaba@aloha.nettoserveonthiscommittee. Veterans, wives, sons and 
daughters are needed. 

Mark your Calendars! 
On August 12,2001, Club 100 and the SOtllSand Daughters Organizations will host a Family Picnic. All 
chapter veterans and their fiunUies are invited. This even will be held at the Los Banos Hall (DA V) at 
Keehi Lagoon from 10:00 AM to 3:00PM Guaranteed are fun, food and family time plus an 
opportunity to meet other members of 1ihe l00th Infantry Battalion Family. More information is 
forthcoming from Ann Kabasawa, Sons and Daughters Membership Chairperson. 

To make this event a success, volunteers are needed to serve on various committees. Please call Ann 
Kabasawa@ 734-0841 or e-mail Ann at annkaba@aloha.netformore information. 
P.S. Thank you to all who attended the April 22, 2001 planning meeting. 

Oral History Project Update The Sons and Daughters are very appreciative of the help of Joyce and 
Gary Doi and Mr. Robert Broadbent (First Hawaiian Bank Media Center Director). Due to their help, 
the Oral mstory Project has an ideal location for collecting oral histories. 

Thank you to Mr. Kan Tagami for generously giving his time and oral history to the Sons and 
Daughters Oral History Project. 

Every oral history perpetuates the legacy of the individual veteran as well as the l00th Infantry 
Battalion and the Nisei soldiers. Each story is unique and adds important historical details that may 
have been missed by historians or wwn writers. More importantly, each oral history sheds light on the 
importance of having strong values such as honor, loyalty, perseverance, respect, duty, integrity, 
selfless service, don't bring shame to the family name, personal courage, and many more. Each oral 
history helps each succeeding generation understand who they are, what they can do and what they can 
be. In doing so, generate appreciation and become fuel for future success. 

The goal of the Oral History Project is to collect as many Stones-Is possibTe:-Please CiilfCarIToiiaKfat 
655-7065 or 623-7492 or Mimi Nakano at 455-0341 or 381-9543 or e-mail mnakano@hawaii.edu to 
schedule an oral history. Veterans, wives, sons and daughters, grandchildren, who are interested in 
participating in this project, are also welcomed to call or e-mail. No experience is necessary. 

For Information about the Sons and Daughters contact: 
Mimi Nakano Phone: 455-03411487-2786 E-mail: mnakano@hawaii.edu 
Ann Kabasawa Phone: 734-9841 E-mail: annkaba@aloha.net 
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LOOKING BACK ••• by Joy Teraoka 

FAREWELL TO A GREAT LEADER, SAKAE TAKAHASHI 

We are indeed shocked and saddened by the sudden passing of Sakae Takahashi. He was one of the 
tOOth Infantty Battalion's outstanding leaders in both war and peace. We extend our deepest 
sympathy to his beloved wife, Betty and their sons and daughters. 

It is the irony of fate that we were working on an article of Sakae which is to be published in the June 
issue of the Puka Puka Parade. On Wednesday, April II, Kenneth Otagaki, Shurei Hirozawa and I met 
with Sakae to interview him and gather information for the article. In retrospect, I am so glad we were 
not too late in expressing to Sakae tbe heartfelt admiration and respect with which he was regarded by 
his comrades and colleagues. In the next issue of the PPP we will feature this "salute" to our leader and 
fiiend, Sakae Takahashi. 

Does it really come in threes? Another comrade is gone. As we were writing about Sakae, Martin 
Tohara telephoned to inform me that another leader and great friend of the 100thl442nd veterans just 
passed away-Major James Lovell. How sad. 

Thomas Y. Okamoto (belated) CCompany Passed away November 2000 

Taro Suzuki BCompany Passed away March 3, 2001 

Wilfred Shobu HQCompany Passed away March 4, 2001 

Masao Iraha DCompany Passed away March 10, 2001 

Masayosbi Kawamoto CCompany Passed away April 8,2001 

James W. Lovell HQCompany Passed away April 15, 2001 

Sakae Takahashi BCompany Passed away April 16, 2001 

Toshio Anamizu BCompany Passed away April 22, 2001 

Our deepest sympathy to all their family memben 

",-,--
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CLUB 100 CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR APRD.. 2001 

ABLE .................................... Sa.turday, May 26 """".""" .. ,, ... """"""""" .• """""""",,.",,.,, .•. """,, ..••• " ••. 8:00am 
BAKE-R ................................. Sa.Nrday, M~y 19 •••..•. " .• """" .. "",, •. ,, ...•.. " ...•. ,," .•.• " ..... " ...••.• 1:00pm 
CHA.RLIE ........................... Monday, May 21 "" .. " .. " ..•..... " .............. ,,""" ........ " .. " .....•. 10:00am 
oc::x;. •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•.•• no meeting."",,""""""""""""" ••• """"""""""""""""""""""""""",, .. ,,""""""" ••••• ,,"""""",," " •• 
HQ."""" .•........•..................•.. Tuesday, May 15 .•••. """"""""" •• """"""" .. """""",, •. ,,"""""""""""""",, .. ,, ..•• 9:3Oam 
HAW All. " """ """"" """"""" "." ",,"" "Thu.rsday, May 24 •.•••...•..•..••• I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
.MAUl •••........••...••....•....• Tuesday, May 15 (Mother's Day Dinn.er) .•.••...•••....•...••...•...•••..•• 
RURA.L .••........•............•. Friday, May 18 ......••..... ~ ..............••..•.••...•.•...•.....•..•........•...... 
KAUAI .....•.................... Sunday, May 6 (Mother's / Father's Day Luncheon) ..................•. 
BOARD MEETIN'G •..... t ••• Friday, May 11 .......•...........•......•.•....•..•.•........•...••....•.....•• 10:ooam 
KA.RA.OKE NIGHr ........... Friday, May 11 ..•..•.•.•... " ........................................................ . 
ANNIVERSARY BANQUET COMMrITEE •... Sunday, May 6 .................................. 2:oopm 
EUROPEAN TRll' COMMrITEE •........ o ........ Wednesday, May 9 ............................ 9:ooam 
GREEN THUMBS ............ Monday, May 7 ......................................... {Lounge) ... 10:00am 
CANDY CRA.FI'S .•.•••.....•• Monday, May 7 •.••••••••.•••.•..................•••..•.•......•..•.... 10:ooam 
DECORATING FOR A DOLLAR Monday, May 14 ............................................. 10:00am 
PICNIC COMM. MTG ..•..•. Sunday, May 20 ....••.......••.........•.•..•.........•...•..........• 10:00am 
BONSAI CLUB •..•....•....... SaNrday, May 19 ..••.•....•.•.....•......•••...••••..........••....•.. 12:00pm 
SONS & DAUGHI'ERS BD. MTG. Friday, May 18 ............ 0 ............ 0 ....................... 7:15pm 

Deadline for articles for the June 2001 issue is on Tuesday, May 21, 2001. 
(please submit your articles on time) 
Our e-mail addressforthePukaPukaParadeis:ppparade@.aol.com 

The PukaPub Parade collating will be on Thursday, May 31, 2001 at 8:30am. HQ, Dog & 
Medics chaplers are responsible for providing the manpow~ & refreshments, but everyone 
else is welcome to kokua© ' 

Club 100 
Veterans of the 100th Infantry Battalion 
520 Kamoku Street 
Honolulu HI 96826-5120 

May 2001 ISSUE (Happy Mother's Day) 
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