
1001N INFANTRY BATTALION VETERANS 

57th ANNUAL MEMORIAL SERVICE 
$unaay, September 29, 2002 

9:00am 
National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific - Punchbowl 

Please wear your Club shirt. Please turn off your ear alarm. 

On Sa~rday; September 28th at 9:00am we need your kokua in placing Dowers on 
the graves at Punchbowl Cemetery. Please bring with you a weeder, gloves and a 
bucket if you can. If you have any questions, please caD Ann Kabasawa at 734-
0841 or e-mail atannkaba@aloha.net 

FROM THE EDITORS' PUKA . By Ray and Aki Nosaka 

I know that we Jfe all grateful that September 11th has come and gone without more major 
tragedy and sadness to us in Hawaii and all over the world. Although we remain on a "stay 
alert" -status, lei us hope and pray for that day when we will not have to worry about terrorist 

-attacks.- -

As a- final statement regarding the 60th anniversary reunion, I believe our hearts were all 
touched when the 800 plus people stood up and sang the One Puka Puka Marching song and 
Hawaii Aloha and Aloha Oe. Tears filled our eyes as we bade aloha to one another. 

Time marches onU Yes, with this issue, after twelve years we have finally decided that it is 
due time for us to step down as editors of the PPP and turn the reigns over to Joy Teraoka, 
presently our Co-editor. We are very fortunate to have Joy, with her education and experience, 
take over the job of making sure the life line of the club is not broken We are truly grateful for 
the cooperation we received from all of the chapter reporters, and all of the volunteers who 
faithfuny came out to conate and mail out the newsletters. Thank you one and alll We will 
remain on the staff as volunteers 

Mahalo to the volunteers who turned out on August 29th to collate and mail out the September 
issue, and a special thanks to Philip Matsuyama for his thoughtfulness in donating a case of cold 
drinks for the volunteers to enjoy: Bernard Ak_e, Akira Akimoto, Ottomatsu Aoki, Alfred 
Arakaki. Robert Arakaki, Kunio Fujimoto, Mary Hamasaki, Ted Hamasu, Saburo Hasegawa, 
Tokuichi Hayashi, Ed Ikuma, Lawrence and Regina Kamiya, Arthur Komiyama, Shigeru 
Inouye, Don and Kimi Matsuda, Philip Matsuyama, Y. Mugitani, Ioichi Muramatsu, Fred and 
Nora Morihara, Tom Nishioka, Ray and Aki Nosaka, Saburo Nishime" Susumu Ota, Robert 
Sato, Leo Sato, Masaharu Saito, Kazuto Shimizu, Hiromu Suehiro, Goro Sumida, Denis and Joy 
Teraoka, Rikio and Evelyn Tsuda, Tom Tsubota, Martin Tohara, and ~e Yoneshige, 

- . - . 

MAHALO, ALOHA, AND BEST WISHES TO EDITORS AKI AND RAY NOSAKA 

. It is with deep regret that I acknowledge the resignation of Aki and Ray Nosaka as editors of the Puka 
Puka Parade. But no two people deserve a rest more than this dedicated couple who have volunteered 
their services to thePuIca Puka Parade for over ten years. Month after month and year after year they 
have gathered the news, written editorials, and printed out this publication to keep the veterans 
informed and in touch with one another. For their unstinting efforts they deserve oUi' sincerest 
gr.atitude. . 
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Under their guidance I hav~ learned the "ropes" so. to speak, and will take over the editorial duties they 
have passed on to me. It WIll now be my turn to disseminate the news to you readers, and I hope to do 
so as well and as conscientiously as AId and Ray have performed. Therefore, I ask for your blessings 
and y.our help. T? tho~ w~o con~bute ~ews items and chapter reports, your kokua in abiding by 
deadlme dates for mputting information W111 be greatly appreciated. It would be nice to have a few 
~ol~teer helping hands on the days I print the publication. Also, to all who come to collate, you are 
mdlspensable because the news could not be mailed without your help. My thanks to all of you. 

To AId and Ray, ''Mahalo, Aloha, and Best Wishes to You," as you sit back with ukulele and guitar in 
hand, strumming and singing to your hearts' content, relaxing the hours away. That should be the 
perfect prescription to nursing you back to good health. But, to be sure, I will miss you both. 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

September 13,2002 

Joy Teraoka, Editor (without the "co-") 

by Stanley Akita 

The meeting was called to order and a moment of silence was observed for all those who preceded us. 

Mr. Alan Arakaki (CPA) was the guest speaker who explained to members of the Board about the 
finances of our organization. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Apartment 

Dr. Denis Teraoka reported that the clothes line for the tenants has deteriorated. He will recruit the 
help of Robert Arakaki to put up a new line. 

House 

1·· The storage shack alongside the halL wi)) have to~ cleared amt the stored contents organized, 
especially the aluminum tent poles and the tarp covers. 

2. Check on the loose hall fans. 

3. Provide for a space to relocate the stacked chairs to enlarge the usable space in the hall. 

Unfinjshed Business 

At the August meeting, the chapter presidents were to discuss the idea of a combined memorial service 
with the 442nd, starting in 2004. Details were to be discussed after both sides agree. Results of the 
chapter discussion as to combining the memorial service are as follows: 

A Chapter 
B Chapter 
C Chapter 
o Chapter 
Hq. Chapter -
Rural Chapter -

No 
No comment 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
No meeting (to be discussed at next meeting) 

It appears that the majority of our members are in favor of a joint memorial service. 

New Business 

To date, all we had been doing so far was giving away huge sums of monies which we don't have
$50,000 to the Washington Memorial; $50,000 to the L.A. Monument; $5,000 to the 442nd Club to 
maintain their monument For quite some years now, we never spent a dime to maintain or to make 
improvements to our clubhouse. The Board felt. that it was about time we spent some bucks on 
improving our clubhouse. We w;ill. look into providing for a Building Fund so we can spend some 
money on ourselves instead of just giving it away as we always did 

Bernard Akamine, co-chair of the Memorial Service reported that the JACL wanted to participate at our 
memorial service by presenting a lei. After a brief discussion, it was decided that we would like to keep 
this annual service strictly ~ veterans' thing. 
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Our good General Smith, who is a friend of the AJA, will be retiring and a ceremony will be held at the 
Fort Shafter Palm Circle. I would like to see all the 100th veterans attend the ceremony. If enough vets 
plan to attend, the military will provide a bus to transport us from our clubhouse. Wear your club shirt 
and come to the clubhouse. The exact time will be announced at the October meeting. Please call the 
office if you plan to attend to facilitate the Army bus arrangements. 

After a few announcements, the meeting ended on time for the Board to enjoy lunch. 

AMANDA STEVENS, NOTARY PUBUC 

As of October 1,2002, Amanda Stevens, tOOth Inf. Bn. secretary, will be a Notary Public. If you need 
her services, you may call the office for an appointment, phone 946-0272, Mon.-Fri., 9 am to 3 pm. 

MINI -REUNION NOTICE By Ray Nosalm 

A Onal reminder to those going to the mini-reunion in Las Vegas on Oetober 20th• 

The most important item that you must have with you is your photo LD. card. You will not 
reeeive the usual airplane tiekets-aJI you need to do is go up to the Hawaiian Airlines eheek-in 
counter and show your photo LD. You will then be given your boarding pass. Your tieket is 
already in the eomputer (E-TICKETS) so you need not worry about losing it. We will pass out 
to you your vouchers booklet which shows your airplane seat number, instructions (please read) 
and meal coupon exehange. 

Please plan on being at Hawaiian Airlines cheek-in eounter(where we will meet you) by 8:45 a.m. 
on Sunday, October 20th

• Security is stiD tight at the airport so please do not carry any 
unnecessary items. 

Upon arrival and eheeking in at the hotel registration desk, please go to the Reunion 
Hospitality Room where you wiD pay for and receive your name tags and banquet tickets. 
From here on you are on your own! GOOD LUCK, m 
Please caD Ray or AId Nosaka if you have any qnestions (737-4864) 

, 

Again, here is the list ofbappy, expectant wbmers going together for five days of fun: Seitolm 
& Shizne Akamine, Stanley & Yukie Akita, Robert & Nancy Arakaki, Kunio Fujimoto, Jane 
Furukawa, Matsue Fu.rushima, Chester Dada, Kyoshi & Tsugie Hamasaki, Seiehi Hoashi, 
Richard & MOdred Hosak&, Yorolm & Ayako Ito, Dorothy Kikuehi, Stanley & Doris Kimura, 
Kenneth & Florence Mitsunaga, Joyce Mitsunaga, George & Hisako Miyashiro, Earl Miyashiro, 
Takeiehi & Lorraine Miyashiro, Fred & Nora Morihara, Barbara Kon, Hideo & Sumie Ken, 
Fusako Murai, WiDiam Naganuma, Charles & Ethel N"lShimUra, Ray & AId Nosaka, Norman 
Ods, Takeichi & Dorothy Onishi, Kazuto & Lynn Shimizu, Leighton & Gladys Sumida, Sharon 
Tanaka, Carl Tonaki, Jane Tonald, RiIdo & Evelyn Tsuda, Billy & Kay Takaem. Also joining 
us at the re-uniOD are: Bernard & Helen Kodama, Biromi Suehiro, Yoshio Anzai, Dorothy 
Tamashiro, Patsy Akimoto, Tamotsn & Eleanor Shigemoto, Yoneko Shimizu, Susumu & 
Margaret Ota. 

MEMORIAL DAY POEM 

TBEYFADEAWAY-JOURNEY'SEND 

by Hiroshi Minami 

In night's deep silence 
As old-age keeps creeping in 
Memories linger 

Joys and happy days 
.And war's agony and fears 
Life and death moments, 

As war veterans 
Remember deathly destructions-
Pain and sufferings~ 

Old we have become 
Monthly many pass away 
Death we too must face 

As it has been said 
"The old soldiers never die, 
They just fade away." 

Once more we salute 
Our buddie~ in war and peace 
Well done, rest in peace. 

IT Editor's note: Hiroshi Minami, 100th Infantry Battalion, Headquarters Company, battalion scout. 
Phone: 737-3672. 

,3 



lrn :t1lltmotiam 
Benjamin G. Ishibashi CCompany Passed away August 17, 2002* 

Mitsuru Doi B Company (Kauai) Passed away August 19, 2002* 

Halo T. Hirose o Company Passed away August 24. 2002 

" Stanley T. Hamamura Hq.Company Passed away August 30, 2002 

JohnY.Ko CCompany Passed away September 7, 2002 

Tameji "Tommy" Matsushige o Company Passed away September 13, 2002 

Our deepest sympathy tQ their family members 

*Corrected date 

MRS. BARBARA CASTAGNETI1 Bom JANUARY 18, 1934 - Died SEPTEMBER 12, 2002 

To Col. Gene Castagnetti, the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans and their families wish to convey our 
<ieepest sympathy in the loss of your beloved wife, Barbara In this time of St)fft)W may you know that 
you and your family are in our thoughts and prayers. 

NATIONAL CONSTITUTION CENTER HONORS l00THl442ND RCT 

TO: AJA VETERANS 

FROM: NATIONAL COUNCIL OF AJA VETERANS 

Fred Mmakami, Chmn ofNC of AJA Vets, received the attached letter from Col. Young Oak Kim, 
Chmn of Go For Broke Educational Foundation. The National Constitution Center wrote, "The 
National Constitution Center is honored to confirm. that it will be bestowing its 2002 We The People 
Award to the Japanese American World War IT veterans of the l00th Infantry Battalion, 442nd 
Regimental Combat Team and the MilitaIy Intelligence Service. With this year marking the 60th 
anniversary of Presidential Executive Order 9066 and our National Constitution Week theme being 
citizen rights and responsibilities, we can think of no group more worthy of this awrd than the 
extraordinary men of the lOOtb14421MIS who so courageously defended our country." 

"The United States Congress established the National Constitution Center (NCC) as an independent, 
non-partisan nonprofit organization devoted to engaging all Americans in our Constitution, its history 
and its relevance to our daily lives." 

The ceremony will be held in Philadelphia on Veterans Day, November 11,2002, at 10:30 AM with a 
luncheon to follow. 

All JAVA veterans are encouraged to attend. Please contact Fred Murakami at 

2511 Babcock Rd., Vienna, VA 22181 
Tel: 703 - 938·8185 
Fax: 703 - 938-6229 
Email: fred8185@aolcom 
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LOOKING BACK • • • • by Joy Teraoka, Co-editor 
(This is another article on the May 13-27, 2002, loothl442nd Pilgrimage Tour my husband Denis, our 
daughter Denise and I took with Bishop R. Ara's group, under the leadership of Fred Ida, 442 ReT.) 

BRUYERES, BIFFONTAINE AND THE VOSGES FORESTS 

On this voyage, the French term for 'tour,' we covered an incredible amount of territory. From Rome, 
throughout Italy, Germany, Austria, and France, our bus driver Danilo Gracchi, maneuvered us with utmost 
skill-over, up, down, around. between, and through highways, streets, boulevards, paths. alleys, and any 
other available passageway-to reach our destinations. Our warm and wonderful tour guide, Marieke 
Waayer plotted the course of our journey with equal skill, making it both organized and flexible. Not only 
did we see the usual popular tourist spots, but we also stopped at or passed through those off-the-main
course towns that were especially memorable to the lOOtbl442 veterans-Grosseto, Belvedere, Sasseta, 
Cecina, Vada, Anzio and Uvomo. 

The small towns of Bruyeres and Biffontaine in the Vosges, however, were to be one of the highlights of 
our trip. Fred Ida, our tour director, corresponded, coordinated· and arranged a welcome reception with M. 
Hilaire, the president of the "Go for Broke French Dub" of Bruyeres and Biffontaine. (A bit of history: 
Mter being held by the Germans for many years, these towns were fmally liberated by the lOOthl442nd 
troops in fierce house-to-house combat. In their jubilation and gratitude for being liberated, this French 
community regarded the AlA soldiers--their heroes--with respect, love and devotion. Near this area in 
Biffontaine, the lOOtb1442nd also rescued the 141st Texas 'Lost Battalion.' Though many years have 
passed, through their association called Chemin de la Paix et de la liberte Bruyeres-Biffontaine, the 
French people have held memorial services in honor of the lOOthl442nd every year, perpetuating this 
tradition through their progeny.) . 

During our visit to Bruyeres, we were ensconced nearby in the beautiful lakeside town of Gerardmer. Our 
elegant hotel befitting its name, Le Grand, was luxurious in the charming French Provincial style. A 
beautiful suite awaited us, and we only wished we could luxuriate longer in the comfort of its rooms. 
However, a welcoming committee of the "Go for Broke French Club" awaited in eager anticipation of the 
activities planned for us. 

A boat ride on shimmering Gerardmer lAc gave us a panoramic view of this idyllic resort town 
surrounded by green carpeted hills and majestic forests. Mter the ride we returned to the hotel for a 
sumptuous lunch with our French hosts. Friendships developed as we exchanged animated crosscultural 
conversations in English, French and Japanese. At our particular table we enjoyed the camaraderie of 
charming Frenchman Bernard Hans, (a staunch supporter of the Bruyeres association), a lovely, shy 
French woman named Lucette, Bishop Am, Don Sakamoto (a 442 veteran's son). Grace Tsukamoto 
(Don's aunt), Denis (my husband and a lOOth veteran), Denise (our daughter) and me (Joy Teraoka). 

After our delightful lunch, we headed for Biffontaine. Our bus plugged its way along narrow paths, 
twisting through the dense Biffontaine timberland toward the lOOtbJ442nd memorial site. "Dense" is 
merely a word until one sees the Vosges forests. Only then does the word take on meaning. These steep 
hillsides are covered with towering trees that stand less than an arm's length apart. The forest canopy 
shrouds the area in darkness. At night without light, it is impossible to see anything except. perhaps, 
German screaming-meemies raining down from the tree tops. In war, the forests are eerie; in peace .they 
are tranquil. 

As we approached a line of cars parked along the narrow road, we wondered if others were touring the 
area. Suddenly, in a clearing before us we saw a throng gathered together. smiling and cheering. It 
seemed the whole town had come to welcome us to Biffontaine and Bruyeres. Following hugs and hearty 
handshakes, we gathered in front of the monument commemorated to the lOOthl442nd for its rescue of the 
Texas 36th Division, "Lost Battalion." In memory of this historic event the two towns' mayors and other 
dignitaries spoke briefly before laying wreaths of flowers at the site. Our tour group composed of 
veterans, their wives, and adult sons and daughters were deeply moved by the reception and ceremony. 

A contingent of original WWII American jeeps and trucks, newly painted and polished, sat in wait for the 
veterans' parade to town. Several of our veterans daringly climbed aboard the jeeps and trucks, holding on 
for dear life as they bounced and swayed along the mountain roads to two other memorial ceremonies 
honoring the men of the lOOtbl442nd RCf. (foday's army vehicles ride much more smoothly.) Along 
the route, as we followed after the veterans' procession, we noticed streets and roads with names "Rue de 
la Honolulu, Rue du 442nd Regimental American d'[njanterie, Rue de la liberation," in petpetual 
memory of our men's presence. 
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. . .... , 

The second ceremony in the Helledraye forest of Bruyeres took place at another monument dedicated to 
the men of the 442nd RCf. The memorial, flanked on two sides by the emblems of the lOOth, the 442nd, 
and the 36th Texas Division, states: 

To the men o/the 442nd Regimental Combat Team, U.s. Army, who reaffirmed an 
historic truth here .• . That loyalty to one's country is not modified by racial origin. 

These Americans. whose ancestors were Japanese, on Oct. 30, 1944 during the 
battle of Bruyeres broke the backbone of the German defenses and rescued the 141st 
Infantry Battalion, which had been surrounded by the enemy for four days. 

(presented by the Japanese American Citizens b!ague) 

A choral group raised their voices singing the anthems of both nations. and also the Hawaiian anthem. 
Three French children laid bouquets of flowers at the memorial, as did the mayors and our veteran, Fred 
Ida. 

In yet another ceremony held in the town's square, a larger band played the French and America national 
anthems, concluding the program with the haunting strains of "taps." 

The next stop was the town ball where more welcoming speeches and light refreshments were served 
before we proceeded to the town restaurant for a full course French gourmet dinner. In France the sun sets 
after 9:30 p.m. so the days are long. Our dinner.hour was about 10 p.m. By that time our eyes began to 
droop from sleepiness. Despite the cheerful noise and cordial conversations, my own weary eyes simply 
refused to stay open as the entree came on close to 11 p.m. Finally, with ebullient Jane Ueoka leading us, 
we sang our Hawaiian songs (Hawaii Aloha and Aloha Oe) and called it a day-a long and busy one at 
that. The Bruyeres people, accustomed to late hour dinners, were still full of energy as they bid us 
goodnight and farewell. For us older ones, the endless day's activities left us happy but totally exhausted. 

The warmth, sincerity and friendliness exuded by the people of Bruyeres and Biffontaine made a 
tremendous impression on us. Their hospitality surpassed all expectations. Our young people found it 
"awesome." If only the whole world could live together in such respect and harmony. 

In retrospeCt, eveD. though many other soldfers served in thiS area, BiShop Ani posed t1ie queStion why was 
it that the people of Bruyeres fozmed an extra special and lasting bond with the AJA soldiers? In 

. 'pondering the question, could it be that in war, many conquerors usurp their power over the vanquished by 
burning and plundering villages, subjugating the people, or displaying cold arrogance and haughty 
superiority? This was never the case with the lOOtb1442nd Soldiers. The AJA treated the French citizens 
with genuine friendship, respect, and consideration. They won the affection of the children by sharing 
chocolates and candies from their rations and by giving cigarettes to the elders. Their warmt;p made a 
lasting impression on the citizens of Bruyeres and Biffontaine that time has not erased. Although the AJA 
were fierce soldiers in battle, they were also benevolent gentlemen in peace. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 
(August/September, 2002) 

lOOth InelDt" Battalion 

Margaret Lee 
Baker Chapter 
Fumie Hamamura 
Anonymous 

1M of John Y. Ko "C" (passed away 917/02) 
1M ofMitsuru Doi "BIKauai" 
1M of Stanley Hamamura "Hq" 

Koko Head Seniors Citizens Club (Thank You Reception attendees) 
Lorraine M. Young 1M ofKazuo Mito ~ birthday 9/20/1919) 
Clara K. Nakano 1M of Albert Goro Kawata (KIA) 
Anita Korenaga 1M of Sbinyei Nakamine (KIA) 
Kazue Tanaka 1M ofHaruo Kawamoto (KIA) 

by Amanda Stevens 

$100 
$25 Scholarship. Fund 
$500 
$100 
$50 Scholarship. Fund 
$25 2002 Memorial Ser. 
$20 2002 Memorial Ser. 
$100 2002 Memorial Ser. 
$100 2002 Mem. Ser.(s&D) 

Thank you to Carl Fujimoto & Kuni Fujimoto for the videotape cov~age of the 60th events 
" 

6. 



SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA NEWS by Sam Fujikawa 

Time flies and here it is middle of September already. Time to look forward to our Mini-reunion in 
October and to see and visit with all our friends from near and far. Many changes of familiar faces that 
will be missing to remind us why we are drawn to reunions to renew treasured memories. Our deadline 
for sending in registrations has come and gone and those who made their applications in time are: 

John Sakato, Ben and Jean Tagami, Joyce Binz, Sam and Teri Fujikawa, Mitsi Fuchigami, Chuckie Seki, 
Mas Ishida, Sam and Sara Terasaki, Tony Miyasako, Yeiki Matsui, Toe Yoshino, Ted Sato, Ted and Chiz 
Ohlra, Harry and Toshi Kiyabu, James and Mary Akagi, Duke and Dorothy Ogawa, Charlie and Bessie 
Okazaki, Harry and Harumi Sasaki, Wayne Fujita, May Fujita, Henry and Elsie Hayashi, Fumi Sakato, 
Aileen Yoshino, Michael and Gene Doi, Mary Catherine Doi, Daryl Doi, Toke and Rae Yoshihashi, 
Pauline Yoshihashi, Peggy Yoshihashi, Harry Fukasawa, Noby Okamoto, Warren Tamura, Ken and Hisa 
Miya, Kow and Betty Ito, Rick and Jan Geary, Jean Miyasato, Mary Katayama, Peggy Deveny, Betty 
Pruett, Sam and Sherry Richardson, Bill and Carmen Poka, Jim Katayama, Jerry Okazaki, Mitzi Okazaki, 
Stan and Mary Sanford, Don and Setsuko Miyada, Bill and Margaret Ornoto, Iun and Virginia Mizuno, 
Brent Parks, Shizuya Hayashi, Mimi Nakano, Millie Fencl, Ronnie Kalvaitis, Ed and Helen Nakashima, 
Tosh and ! Lois Taniguchi, Tom and Gladys Tsuda, William and Irene Sato, lloyd and Michi Toda, 
lloyd, Jr., and Betty Toda, Jeff and June Fukawa, Mas and Elma Takahashi, Hershey and Terry 
Miyamura, George and Florence Kinoshita. Ed and Amy Nakazawa are going to come on their own 
arrangements - so we are glad to hear they will be joining us. Everyone, keep well and safe - we'll see you 
all in October! 

Our very sad news this month is, on August 20th, Terumi "Ted" Yoshiwara (B) passed away in Las Vegas 
where he and his family have been residing for the past 11 years. He is survived by his wife, Sadie; sons, 
Ted Jr., Dean (Chris) of Moorpark, CA, and Jon of Portland, OR; 11 grandchildren; and 11 great 
grandchildren; and sister, Mitsuko (Kei) Okuhara. We will miss his smiling face and joviality at our club 
activities. Our sincerest condolences go to Sadie and family. 

August 24th, at Columbia Park in Torrance, the lOO/4421MIS Monument Foundation had their annual 
volunteers and friends picnic with tables of delicious food and lots of fresh air for everyone to enjoy. The 
Hanashi Group outdid themselves and all who attended went home with full stomachs and even an 
"omiyage" plate to snack on after they got home. lOOth members having a good time there were Yeiki 
Matsl,li, Hank and Elsie Hayashi, May Fujita, Wayne Fujita, Ed and Amy Nakazawa. Mas and Elma 
Takahashi, Ben and Jean Tagami, Duke and Dorothy Ogawa, Sam and Teri Fujikawa, Steve Tagami and 
Jodel Hirata. 

At our regular club meeting on the 21st we will be finalizing plans for the upcoming Mini-reunion. It will 
be our sixteenth one! 

BAKER CHAPTER NEWS by Joe Muramatsu 

Not much to write because no one tells me anything. Perhaps I can relate my trials and tribulations of 
catching a cold. I thought that I had grown too old to catch a cold, but I never figured that I had slowed 
enough to have the cold catch up to me. During my illness I lost all my feeling for food, had miserable 
body aches, and had no appetite for beer. My granddughter said that she was the cause of my getting the 
cold, so I thanked her. 

On Sunday, Hiromi Suehiro called to tell me that he had gone to church and prayed that I recover soon. 
The "Good Man" upstairs must have heard his prayers, because I was able to attend the "thank you" 
party that was held that day. 

The "thank you" party was held at the Wisteria, and was very well attended. There was food galore, and I 
am sure everyone had his fill of gochiso. My daughter, Joyce Doi, thanked all those who helped with the 
60th celebration. I did not know she was that longwinded. 

My plea to all Bakerites is to feed me some news. Some of you must have a grandson who plays football 
for his high school. Perhaps a grandson could be the one who catches the game's winning pass to bring 
victory to his school. If there is such a story, let us know. If he fumbled the game losing ball, don't tell 
us. But please feed me some news. 
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CHARLIE CHAPTER NEWS by Warren Iwai 

Charlie Chapter met on Monday, September 16, with the usual dozen members present. While our 
meeting was going on in the board room there was another activity going on in Turner Hall. Some of our 
wives, Lorraine Miyashiro, Regina Kamiya, Yukie Akita, Kay Oshiro, Betty Iwai and Joy Teraoka were 
having their hula lesson from Skip Tomiyama. Mter our respective sessions we had lunch together, 
courtesy of Charlie bento fund, for a pleasant Monday moming. 

In the September issue of the PPP we inadvertently failed to mention a member who came with a party of 
ten from Schaumburg, Illinois, to celebmte our 60th anniversary. His name is Minoru Norikane; we used 
to call him"Noricane". Norikane came with his wife, Patricia, his children and grand children whose 
names are Patrick Norikane, Mama Krajeski, Joel Norikane, Sandy Norikane, Tammie Yabuta-Brodrick, 
Chuck yabuta-Brodrick, Keith Yabuta-Brodrick and Jacqueline Yabuta-Brodrick. They made the Hawaii 
Tourist Bureau happy. I hope they aU had a good time and took home some happy memories of this trip. 
Also I hope Chuck did all right at the banquet with his special diet. 

Goro Kuwada is in the Palolo Chinese Home. He is 92 years old but still able to get around. His wife, 
Katherine, needs more medical attention and is in a nursing home on Bachelot Street in Honolulu. Goro, 
Katherine, take care. 

Ben Takayesu was in town in June and again in August to see the VA doctors. In June he wanted to see 
Mike Tokunaga so we took a ride up Wilhelmina Rise to Maunalani Nursing and Rehabilitation Center. 
We found Mike in good spirits watching his favorite baseball game on TV. Mike and Ben shared many 
combat experiences together - they had one special encounter with the Jerrys in Biffontaine, France which 
they will always remember. Ben, thanks for the bunch of proteas - they were beautiful. 

On my recent trip to the mainland I visited the grave of Masao Sakagami at the Mountain View Cemetery, 
Auburn, WA. It is a nice, peaceful cemetery on the hillside with a wonderful view of Mount Rainier. The 
headstone reads: 

MASAO SAKAGAMI 
Sgt U S Army World War II 
 !Ylay 5 1921 Sep 16 1999 
442ND REGT-COMBAT THA
CHARLIE COMPANY 

Whenever I visited Seattle, WA Masa would invite me to go fishing or crabbing. I missed him on this 
visit. 

LADIES CORNER: 

Twenty-five members and wives gathered at Hale Koa Hotel Restaurant for lunch on Sunday, September 
15. Yuki Akita and Alice Nakagawa were in charge and the party was a great success. They sang, they 
talked and Skip Tomiyama entertained them with hula - they all had a great time. 

DOG CHAPTER NEWS by Belen Nikaido 

On August 30, Dog Chapter had a luncheon at the Pagoda Restaurant There were 31 people attending, 
. which included members, wives, widows, one member's daughter and guests. There were Wally and 
Karleen Chinen, Mary Hamasaki, "Doc" and Mildred Hosaka, Ruth Ishizuka. Rhoda KaWatnata, William 
and Ethel Kaya, Tony and Violet Kinoshita, Sue Kondo, Mitsuko Kurisu, Jane Matsunami, Ken and 
florence Mitsunaga, Stella Nakayama, Helen Ntkaido, Saburo Nishime, Etsuro Sekiya, Ben and Gloria 
Tamashiro, Denis Teraoka, Moriso Teraoka, Martin and Dorothy Tohara, Yoshi Tsukayama, "Jits" and 
Mildred Yoshida, Andy Matsunaga and wife. Hope you aU enjoyed the good food and fellowship. 

Don't forget to attend the memorial service on September 29. 

"Opu" Hiranaka's One Puka Puka Japan tour will meet on October 3, Thursday, at 10:30 a.m. 

The PukaPuka Parade is the monthly newsletter of the World War n lOOth Infantry Battalion 
Veterans association (aka Club 100). Published at 520 Kamoku Street, Honolulu, HI 96826. 
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September 13,2002 

Dr. Marc Pachter 
Acting Director 
National Museum of American History 
The Smithsonian Museum 
Washington, D.C, 20560-0440 

Dear Dr. Pachter: 

It has been brought to my attention by several veterans and Japanese 
American community organizations that a press release stated that you had 
promised to make changes to what Sam and Lee Allen of Athena Press 
suggested as "intentionally inflated" numbers of medals and recognition 
awards to members of the 100th/442 Regimental Combat Team. 

As the Congressionally authorized National Japanese American 
Memorial.Foundation which just last year completed the Japanese 
American Memorial to Patriotism in the nation's capita~ we are deeply 

. concerned with an impression that the Smithsonian concurs with those that 
seek to undermine the recOrd of valor established by the Japanese American 
veterans. It is difficult to address an issue when people stoop to attribute 
nefarious motives to those who tried to establish for posterity, recogriitions 
so richly deserved. 

It is true and understandable that during war, the armed services 
have more urgent priorities than to keep meticulous file records on medals 
and recognition and it is not unusual for government ~les to get misplaced 
or lost. Most branches of services would probably not vouch for total 
accuracy on their recognition records. But to infer that Japanese American 
·numbers were purposely inflated needs more evidence than substantiated by 
the men making these charges. 

However, just addressing a few of the allegations, in a report to 
Congress on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians published by 
the government printing office in 1982, on page 258 it states, "In seven 
major campaigns. the 442nd took 9,486 casualties -more than 300 percent of 
its original infantry strength, including 600 killed." 

On page 258. it is stated, "General Willoughby, MacArthur's cruef 
ofinteUigence, has said the work of the Nisei MIS (Military Intelligence 
Service) shortened the Pacific war by two years-these accomplishments got little 
publicity; most was classified information." 

I do not have to remind you of the over twenty Medal of Honor upgrades 
recently awarded which should attest to the deflation rather than inflation of medals 
for Japanese American soldiers during World War II. 

Finally. it is disturbing to our veterans and our Foundation that such 
malicious charges received a positive response from the Smithsonian without an 
attempt to communicate with those who could perhaps provide reliable assistance in 
assessing the given data. We have a Japanese American Veterans Association 
(JAV A) in this area which has spent considerable time updating and validating data. 
It could have been a clue to the Smithsonian to go that extra step when the accuser 
says that the government was justified in imprisoning Japanese Americans. 

As I travel throughout the country, the Smithsonian exhibit "A More Perfect 
Union" is constantly praised by our communities. It has truly been a bond that has 
endeared the Smithsonian to the Japanese American community. It is for this reason, 
we wish an opportunity to meet with you if there is any way we can be of assistance 
to correct the unfortunate perceptions caused by the Allen affair. I am sure with the 
assistance of those who share your interest in perfecting all data related to the 
Japanese American veterans, this is a challenge we can meet. 

~y~ d 
Cherry baida. Executive Director 
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cc: Senator Daniel Inouye 
Senator DaDieI Akaka 
Congressman Robert Matsui 
Con~oman Patsy Mink 
Congressman Miko Honda 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR ocrOBER, 2002 

ABU ..•.•............•.••.. ' ..••••..•.•• Sa'blrday, -octo'ber 26 ...•...• it ••••••• ~ .............................................. 8:00am 
B.AKER •••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••• Satll.tday, Oc-to'l:Jer 19 .................................................................. ~~'!:,: ...................... 1:00pm 
0iARLIE ........................... Monday, ()c"to'l:Jer 21 •.....•••.••.....•...•. · .......•.••• :~~~~-~ .••. ~ •...•.• 10:00am 
DOO ••......••.••••••..•....• ~ .•••.••••. no meet:in.g ................................................................................................................................ . 
HQ ....................................... no meet:in.g ................................... < ..................................... " ...................................................... . 

IiA.W All. ........................ Th'Ul'Sd.ay, Oc"to'ber 24 .. : ............................................................ . 
u 

~tJr.[ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• t() ~~~E!Cl •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••• 
R"DRA.L •••••••••••••••••••••••••• no meet:in.g ••..•.•••••.•••..••••••••.••••....••..••••..•..•••.•..•.... , ..••..••••.•.••• 
KA.UM •.•••.•.•.••••••••••.•••••• 'to ~ announcE!Cl ••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
BO.ARD MEEI':IN'G ••..•.•••.• Friday, -Qc:toIJler 11 •••...••••••••••••.•••...••..••....•..•.••.•.•.•...•.•• 10:00cim 
C;1tl!1!~~~C; !v.(()Jl(lClJ7, 0c"t01Jler Jr ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••• 

Deadline for articles for the Novem'l:Jer, 2002 issue is on Tuesday, October 22, 2002 
(please submit your flTticles on time or your article will not be included in the issue) 

The PukaPuka Parade collating will be on Thursday, October 31, 2002 AT 8:30am. 
Able & Charlie chapters are responsible for providing the manpower & ·reftesbments, but everyone 
else is welcome to kokua @ 

IMPORTANT NOTE: 
The November collating will be on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2002 due to the Thanksgiving holiday. 

Attention: Our e-mail address for the PukaPuka Parade chapter news and articles is 
joykiku@bawaiLrr.com (no attachments to joykiku please) & wparadc(djaoi.com (attachmerits okay.) 

I For club business, questions or correspondence, e-mail usatppparade@ao1.com 

100th Infantry Battalion Veterans 
520 Kamoku Street . 
Honolulu In 96826-5120 
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