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61st ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION A BIG SUCCESS!!! By AId Nosaka 

The Hibiscus Room in the Ala Moana Hotel was the setting of the 61st Anniversary celebration on 
Sunday, June 29t, 2003. Wonderful music by Sandy and Friends greeted and "electrified" (the 
equipment momentarily failed) the audience. The attendance exceeded the original expected number 
of guests and a festive mood seemed to fill the air. 

Warren Yamamoto, President of the Sons & Daughters of the lOOth Inf, did a fme job as the Emcee and 
seeing to it that the program was kept on the allotted time schedule. Mter the invocation by Rev. Don 
Asman, lunch was served and then the formal part of the program was held, opening with President 
Stanley Akita's welcoming speech. The keynote speaker was Senator Matt Matsunaga. (Excerpts 
from his speech are printed elsewhere in this issue). A heart-warming moment to a well-deserved ovation 
was when Warren asked the surviving members of the original lOOth Inf. Bn. (Separate) to stand and be 
recognized for setting the standard of excellence, loyalty, courage and valor and for forging the way for 
the other AlA soldiers who followed. Mter the usual cutting of the cake and the introduction of the 
officers for this year, entertainment was again provided by Sandy and Friends (Sandy is the daughter of 
Tony Kinoshita, Dog Chapter). The enjoyable music kept the audience tapping their toes and humming 
along. The -program came to a close with-the -veterans -aIJ--standing--to--be recognized and singing the -I 

"One Puka Puka Marching Song" led by Ray Nosaka. Then they were joined by the entire audience 
with the singing of "Hawaii Aloha" and "Aloha Oe." 

The credit for the success of this celebration goes to the Chairman, Shigeru Tsubota who was so ably 
assisted by Joyce Doi, and the committee members Hiromi Suehiro, Saburo Nishime, Tomeki Nishioka, 
Ray and Aki Nosalca, Edward Ikuma, Kenneth Higa, Kazuto Shimizu, Martin Tohara, Sheila 
Wakai, Warren Yamamoto and Ann Kabasawa. 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT by Stanley Akita 

The meeting opened with a moment of silence for those who have passed away. 

Minutes of the June meeting and secretary's report were approved and passed as circulated. 

The treasurer's report as presented by AI Matsumoto was approved and passed. However, the treasurer 
was to inform the Board at our next meeting as to where and type of deposit was made. 

Due to the absence of the chairmen for the apartment and the house, and also the anniversary committees, 
the reports will be brought up at the August meeting. 

On July 29, a meeting is to be held with the ad hoc committee from the 442nd and the lOOth Infantry 
Battalion to discuss the possibility of having a joint memorial service from now on. The committee 
headed by Stu Tsubota and members Ted Hamasu and Tom Nishioka will report back to the Board what 
was discussed at the meeting. 

C and Rural Chapters are to report back at the next meeting (Aug.) as to whether they favor to allow Ret 
Gen. E. Shinseki to become an Honorary Member. 

A letter was written to Col. David Andrews of Schofield thanking him for the dedication of a ballpark at 
Ft Shafter for our member, Joe Takata, and for the t-shirts. 



There will be a tour of little Rock, Arkansas, which will include an internment camp, during Sept. 23-26. 
All who are interested. call the clubhouse for more infom;m.tion. 

There will be a 57th Reunion of the 34th Div. planned by the Council Bluff Chapter on September 4-7. 
Call the office for more information. 

A donation of $100 was made to the Police Athletic League. Also the Board approved to purchase an ad 
in the Hawaii Herald for $95. 

This July meeting was a short and sweet meeting. It was adjourned around 10:45 a.m .• and members had 
to wait for their bento lunch. 

COCONUT ISLAND EXCURSION 

To all who signed on for the Coconut Island excursion, scheduled for August 12: 

The excursion on the island will start at 10 a.m. and end at 1 p.m. We will then go, to the flamingo 
Restaurant at the Windward Shopping Center for a late lunch. 

Estimated time to be back at the clubhouse is about 4 p.m. 

1. Our transportation will leave the clubhouse at 9 a.m. SHARP. Please be on time. 

Parking will be arranged at the Ala Wai School. The excursion is filled unless we have 
cancellations. There will be three IS-passenger vans and we now have 45 signed up. 

2. Cost per person: 

Transportation will be $5.00 round trip. 

Late lunch will be choice of 4 sandwiches: Mahi; tuna/tomato on wheat; cheeseburger; or 
tofuburger. Sandwiches come with soup du jour. tea or coffee, and dessert. 

Cost of lunch = $7.50 To facilitate collecting the money, please try to get the exact change 
~y-,=~

****************************************************************** 
PHOTOS OF THE "LAST PUSH" AREA (ITALy) VERY INTERESTING--MUST SEE 

Anyone interested in seeing in what kind of terrain the l00th fought during the last battle in Italy and also 
the area where PFC Sadao Munemori was awarded the MOH. 

We have a photo album prepared by Katherine Baishiki whose brother. Haluto Moriguchi was a KIA. 

In addition to the very well taken photographs there is a CD provided by Katherine where you can view 
many more photos of the trip. 

If anyone is interested in viewing the album and the CD, it will be in the office and on a sign-out first 
come flfSt serve basis. 

It is highly recommended that you look at the album and the CD. Very interesting. 

Stanley 

t¢-.~.~t¢-C¢-«¢-.C¢-~.~ 

THANKS TO PPP VOLUNTEERS by Joy Teraoka, Editor 

Again, many thanks to our PPP volunteers who helped us collate, label and mail the newsletter. They 
were: Bernard Akamine, Otoma~su Aoki, Alfred Arakaki, Robert Arakaki, Ted Hamasu, Ed Ikuma, 
Shigeru Inouye, Larry and Regina Kamiya, Arthur Komiyama, Kimi Matsuda, Mitsuo Nagaki, Saburo 
N"lShime, Charlie Nishimura, Tom Nishioka, Ray and Aki Nosaka, Susumu Ota, Masaharu Saito, Robert 
Sa to, Hiromi Suehiro, Goro Sumida, Denis and Joy Teraoka, Ricky and Evelyn Tsuda, Shigeru Tsubota, 
Tom Tsubota, Martin Tohara, and Ukichi Wozumi. 

Thanks to the hard-working PPP staff who helped input, edit, proof. and print this newsletter-Robert 
Arakaki, Mary Hamasaki, Hiromi Suehiro, and Evelyn Tsuda. I couldn't do it without them. 
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As we were printing the newsletter, the Risograph machine balked, groaned, and refused to continue 
printing. Alas, after waiting several hours for the technician to come and fIX the *#@! machine, he got it 
operating again. In the process we discovered that the dear old machine has printed more than 1,100,000 
sheets of paper since the club has had it. No wonder the thing is groaning and moaning. It must be time 
for a newer model. Our president, Stanley Akita, is leasing a new printer for us so that all you faithful 
readers will not be deprived of your newsletter. Thanks, Stan. We hope to be using it for the September 
issue. 

It seems Kuni' s scale which he uses to weigh the mail sacks has disappeared from the storeroom. 
Perhaps someone thought it was a discarded bathroom scale that no one wanted, and "borrowed" it. If 
anyone knows where the scale went, please return Kuni' s much needed scale to us-or quietly return it to 
the storeroom and its rightful owner. 

Listed in the monthly Secretary"s Report are several contributions to the Pub Pub Parade. To all of 
you, many thanks for showing your appreciation of our newsletter with your donations. It is a great 
morale booster, and keeps us plugging away. Domo arigato. 

On September 26,2003, after collation, we plan to have a PPParade volunteers' luncheon for all of you 
who have come out to help during the year. Please join us. 

NEXT PPPARADE COLLATING WILL BE ON FRIDAY., AUGUST 29.2003 

STATE SENATOR MATT MATSUNAGA, SPEAKER FOR lOOTH'S 61ST ANNIVERSARY 

State Senator Matt Matsunaga, son of U.S. Senator Spark Matsunaga (l00th Inf., Company D) was the 
keynote speaker at the l00th Infantry Battalion Veterans' 61st Anniversary banquet. 

After opening his speech with several jokes, Matsunaga emphasized how important it was for future 
generations to know the personal facts and stories of the AlA veterans. He stated it was imperative for 
the living veterans to impart the history of the l00th Infantry Battalion (Separate) and to let the younger 
generations know of the obstacles the AlA faced sixty years ago. In hearing these stories, Matsunaga 
believes that one of the underlying traits that pulled the soldiers through the horror, destruction and 
trauma of war was their sense of humor. He said: 

. . . there's the sense of humor that shines through even the darkest and most difficult 
times. I think that, hearing my father talk about his experiences, humor was something that 
helped get him through, helped him survive the horror he endured in battle. 

Matsunaga remarked that for all the heroism and the courage the AJA displayed in the war, when it was 
over, it seemed like little had changed. Sadly, the attitudes of racism still existed in meeting them with 
"No Japs Allowed," and "No Japs Wanted." Incidents of being denied service in shops and 
restaurants, and the homes and properties of veterans vandalized or set aftre continued over and over 
again. He declared it took decades to correct, until fmally some of the injustices were addressed, with 
Medals of Honor in 2000. In time, memorials, long-deserved accolades and words of praise gave 
recognition to the valor,loyalty, courage and sacrifices of the AJA soldiers. Matsunaga quoted Secretary 
Luis Caldera's words: 

Out of an abiding love for their country, they drew faith that justice would eventually 
prevail, believing that America's goodness and highest ideals would eventually triumph 
over the ugly hysteria that wartime conditions had wrought. 

Senator Matsunaga then reiterated the need for the veterans to impart their stories before they are lost 

And that is why we need your stories. The way you laughed, the way you persevered, the 
way you triumphed. As one son of a lOOth Battalion veteran said, "What I've been told by 
many family members is that their fathers have, in the last few years, begun to talk to them 
more about their war experiences. The vets have always talked between themselves about 
the war but not very much with anyone else. In some cases, it was simply that no one had 
asked them before." 

Now, we're asking (and I know the Sons and Daughters have been asking) ... because 
generations to come absolutely need to know your answers. Finally, I'd like to leave you 
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with one of my favorite quotes (from Author Unknown): "It was the Veteran, not the 
reporter, who gave us freedom of the press. It was the Veteran, not the poet, who has given 
us freedom of speech. It was the Veteran, not the campus organizer, who has given us the 
freedom to demonstrate. It was the Veteran, not the trial lawyer, who has given us the right 
to a fair trial. It is the Veteran, who salutes the flag, who served under the flag, and whose 
coffin is draped with the flag, who allows the protester to burn the flag." 

Thank you and Mahalo! 

****************************** 
NISEI PROJECT 2003 by Ray Nosaka 

An unbelievably fme tribute in dance and music was paid to the AlA Veterans and to the memory of the 
late Lawrence Hirokawa of Hilo. This presentation took place at the Leeward Community College 
Theatre on July 3, 4, and 5. 

The "Nisei Project 2003" was conceived and choreographed by Marla A. Hirokawa, daughter of the late 
Lawrence Hirokawa who was a member of Company A, l00th Infantry Battalion. The story depicts the 
life of the Japanese American soldiers during the pre-war days and the days on the front
lines The performers were members of the Covenant Dance Theatre of which Marla Hirokawa is the 
Director. It was a family affair with her sister Laurie, mom Hirokawa and cousin Sharon, their families 
and a host of many others working feverishly the past months and to the present to bring this to Hawaii 
for all to see. 

Bob Jones, honorary member of the l00th Inf. Bn. gave the welcoming remarks on the opening night. I 
enjoyed the show immensely and am proud to say that I attended all four showings although I wish there 
were more l00th vets represented. 

*************************** 

STATEWINNEK, CECD:. Y KA YA 'S PROJECT ONnm-tOOTII INF. BN. (SEPARATE'_. 
(Display is now on exhibit in the main hall of the tOOth Inf. Dn. Vets clubhouse) 

During her sophomore year at Moanalua High School, Cecily Kaya won first prize in the senior division 
of the Hawaii State National History Day competition. Her prize-winning project focused on the plight 
of the AlA during the outbreak of WWII, how their rights were denied them by the U.S. Government, 
and how, through the formation of the l00th Infantry Battalion, these AlA soldiers fulfilled their 
responsibility as citizens by fighting and dying for their country. 

Young Kaya just recently returned from her State sponsored trip to College Park., Maryland, where she 
competed against the other 50 states' entries. The judges were interested in the information she brought 
forth and were impressed with the accomplishments of the Hawaii Nisei. They encouraged Kaya to "take 
the project to a higher level and bring it to the public's attention." 

Cecily stated the reason that she chose to cover the l00th Infantry Battalion (Separate) was because of her 
grandpa's brother, Satoshi Kaya, who died in the summer of 1945. He served in Company C, and he was 
older than her grandpa had been, but that is the most that she knew of him. Cecily regretfully 
commented: 

My grandpa just passed away in March of 2003, due to heart failure, so I was never able to ask 
him any of the important questions that were bothering me. For example, I wanted to know 
more about the time period; what it was like growing up during a war. and what he felt as a 
Japanese-American. Also, I wanted to know about my granduncle and what kind of person he 
was. Any man who joined an army for a country that doubted his loyalty was truly a hero 
already. 

I researched my topic by going to the library, museums, and most importantly, interviewing 
veterans from the war. Remembrances, 1 Can Never Forget, and Japanese Eyes, American 
Hearts were the most informative books that I found in my search for information. Fort 
DeRussey and Dub 100 were very helpful in their artifacts and curators. Amanda and Mr. 
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Akita were profound sources of knowledge and assistance .... thank you very much to the both 
of them! The interviewees, Mr. Tokuji Ono, Mr. Martin Tohara, Mr. Stanley Akita, Mr. 
Robert Aoki, Mr. George Maeyama, Mr. Shimei Paulie Hayashi, and Dr. Kenneth Otagaki 
were extremely kind in volunteering their time to talk with me about their experiences. They 
were my greatest source of information, as well as strength when I struggled to piece together 
this project. 

I can't tell you how many people helped me with my display, how many put in the hours, effort, 
and labor to aid me with my project. My mother and father helped a great deal, running back 
and forth to get extra supplies, my grandma let me use her garage even as my grandpa had his 
funeral services, and my brother and his girlfriend made copies of pictures for me for free! 
They were all vety encouraging to me. And of course, the veterans made me want to show their 
story to the world, or as close to it as I could get. I figured that if their heroic story reached the 
teachers, historians, and students of College Park, Maryland, then maybe it would expand 
further and become a national and even global topic of heroism. The power and sheer valor of 
the tOOth Battalion carried itself in this contest and brought me to the national level of 
competition. 

This is a copy of my research summary. . . 

RESEARCH SUMMARY by CeeDy Kaya 

THE tOOTH INFANTRY BATTALION: RIGHTS DENIED; RESPONSmILITY FULFILLED 

The tOOth Infantry Battalion was an outstanding military force in World War II. They were recognized 
for their courage and loyalty to America. During the war, American hostility toward Japan transgressed 
into prejudice against Americans of Japanese Ancestry (AlA). The AlAs proved their patriotism by 
volunteering to fight in World War TI, and later fulf'tlled their citizenship responsibilities by serving the 
community through government, education, and public service. 

I decided upon this topic because I felt that it included a great deal of Hawaiian cultural history as well as 
national racial prejudice. My Granduncle was a member of the tOOth as well, making this project more 
significant to me. My best primary sources were Mr. Stanley Akita, Mr. Robert Aoki, Mr. Tokuji Ono, 
Mr. Martin Tohara, all veterans of the tOOth Infantry Battalion. Mr. Akita is currently the president of 
the l00th's Veterans Qub and he helped me contact Mr. Tohara, and also allowed me to borrow his 
primary footage of World War II. Mr. Aoki agreed to a telephone interview and he recounted his war 
experiences to me. He also clarified the differences between the l00th and 442nd for me. Mr. Ono 
shared with me his experiences in the war which helped me prove my thesis. Mr. Tohara, who does 
public speaking with Mr. Ono, explained his experiences during World War II. 

Many local authors who have published books on the men of the lOOth1442nd write from personal 
experience, or document the experience of those who fought. These books include numerous entries 
from the veterans themselves, giving their perspective on the war, the feeling of responsibility to one's 
country, and their participation in the American army. Books as well as interviews became the foundation 
for my research. 

Next, I looked into the microform library at the University of Hawaii to fmd newspaper stories and 
photographs pertaining to my topic. Articles dating back to 1941 were very helpful because they offered 
a detailed description of 1940's America. Videocassettes were also an important resource for me 
because they included many personal interviews. 

After reviewing my research, I used only the information that supported my thesis. While putting my 
board together, I changed from the idea of giving extensive background information to focusing more on 
the main points of the rights denied and responsibilities fulfilled by the veterans of the tOOth Battalion. 
Then, I laid out my display into three different sections. 

The first panel shows the conditions and prejudice in the U.S. along with the will of the AlAs to 
overcome the bigotry. The second panel represents deeds accomplished by the AlA in World War II 
and the recognition the tOOth received for their courage. The citizenship responsibilities of serving one's 
community are demonstrated on the third board. It included Robert T. Sato's citizenship course for 
adults hosted by McKinley High School. 

The constitutional rights of Japanese Americans were infringed upon during World War II. However, the 
AlA fulfilled their ultimate responsibility as citizens by fighting and dying for their country. The 

5 



members of the lOOth were able to carry out their responsibilities by serving their community in 
government, education, and public service . 

••••••••••••••••••••• 
HA WAl'1 BERAW SPOTLIGHTS GENERAL ERIC SIDNSEKI'S FAREWELL SPEECH 

The July 4, 2003, issue of Hawai'i Herald has reprinted excerpts of General Eric Shinseki's 
magnanimous farewell speech given on June 11 at Fort Meyer, Virginia. If it is possible to obtain a copy 
of that issue, we urge you to read "In His Own Words: Goodbye to the Anny. General Eric K. 
Shinseki's Retirement Speech." Because of its length, we have not included it in our PPParade. 
However, one can be proud of this native son of Kauai who served our Nation well-with dignity, respect, 
integrity, honesty, and devotion. 

In his speech he devoted much time and space to thanking his former bosses, mentors, friends and 
fellow soldiers who trained him "as a soldier and grew me as a leader . . ." Shinseki humbly 
recognizes those who stood by him. supporting his efforts, and inspiring his leadership qualities. 
He also directed much gratitude toward his wife Patty, who, through her own selflessness, elegance, 
courage and bright spirit encouraged him to pursue the soldier's course that meant so much to him. 

The General spoke of the distinction between the qualities of "command" and "leadership." He credits 
by name many of the Army officers who taught by example what "effective leadership" was as opposed 
to the meaning of "command." Of these two he explained: 

... that command is about authority, about an appointment to position, a set of orders granting 
title. Effective leadership is different. It must be learned and practiced in order for it to rise to 
the level of art. It has to do with values intemalized and the willingness to sacrifice or 
subordinate all other concerns-advancement, personal well-being, safety-for others. So these 
men of iron invested tremendous time, energy, and intellect in leader development to ensure 
that those, who are priviledged to be selected for command, approach their duties with a sense 
of reverence, trust, and the willingness to sacrifice all, if necessary, for those they lead. You 
must love those you lead before you can be an effective leader. You can certainly command 
withOllt--tbat sense of commitment, but yOJl cannot lead without it;~d withoutJ~~rs4iP-, 
command is a hollow experience, a vacuum often filled with mistrust and arrogance. 

Our mentors understood that mistrust and arrogance are antithetical to inspired and inspiring 
leadership. . .And so our mentors worked to reestablish that most important of virtues in our 
army: trust, the foundation upon which we have built our reputation as an army. We owe 
them all a tremendous debt of gratitude for the magnificent army we have today and the legacy 
of trust and honor they sustained. 

Shinseki had much to say in praise of the Army leaders and their troops who served with him. He 
humbly ended his speech with: . 

My name is Shinseki. and I'm a soldier. God bless all of you and your families. God bless 
our soldiers and our magnificent army, and God bless our great nation. Thank you, and 
goodbye. 

General Eric K. Shinseki has truly brought honor to, Hawaii, to the Nation. and to the AlA 
community. He is surely our modern "knight in shining armor." We wish him well in his 
retirement. (J. Teraoka, PPP Editor) 

DISANDDAT By Ray Nosaka 

The Southern California Chapter's 17th annual mini-reunion is drawing near-just a couple more months 
away. I would like to adopt the motto of "let's have fun together now for tomorrow might be too late." 

Sam and Teri Fujikawa have been working closely with Jean Tagami to carry on the plans that Ben had 
initiated. (We wish Ben a speedy recovery from the injuries sustained in a recent accident.) We 
understand that this year there will be two hospitality rooms (one across the hall from the other) so that 
we will be able to really relax and chat and enjoy having good snacks with old and new friends. Chiz 
Ohira and Skip Tomiyama have consented to conduct craft classes for those who want to learn something 
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useful instead of losing those quarters and nickels. 

For entertainment, Kaui Matsuda has again consented to play and sing for us. Doris Kimura will render a 
couple of numbers. Stanley Akita will keep us in stiches with his inimitable way of telling jokes. and Ted 
Ohira. Toe Yoshino and the "Western Hi Oang" will sing a song or two. Robert Aoki has agreed to join 
us with his harmonica. 

The following people will be Las Vegas bound on Sunday, October 19: Akita &. Patsy Akimoto, Stanley 
&. Yukie Akita, Robert &. Nancy Arakaki, Kunio Fujimoto, Matsue Furushima, Chester Had&, Seichi 
Hoashi, Richard Hosaka, Y orom &. Ayako Ito, Dorothy Kikuchi, Stanley &. Doris Kimura, Don &. Kimi 
Matsuda, Kenneth &. Florence Mitsunaga, Warren Mitsunga, George &. Hisako Miyashiro, Earl 
Miyashiro, Rusty &. Alice Nakagawa, Edwin &.' Helen Nakashima, Charles Nishimura, Ray &. Aki 
Nosaka, Nonnan Oda, Takeichi &. Dorothy Onishi, Hiroshi Sbimazu, Leighton Sumida, Charles &. Jean 
Tanaka, Carl Tonald, Jane Tonald, Wallace &. Catherine Fujimoto. Hajime &. Helen Kodama, 
Gary Nakayama. Jessie Nakayama, Rikio &. Evelyn Tsuda, Tom &. Miyako Tsubota, Hiromi Suehiro 
Robert Aoki. and Warren &. Betty Iwai. 

PLEASE NOTE: A SPECIAL INFORMATIONAL MEEfINO FOR THOSE GOING WITH THIS 
OROUP WIlL BE HELD ON SUNDAY MORNING AUO 10 AT 11:00 a. m 

A light lunch will be SClVed and parking will be permitted at the Ala Wai School Also, if 
you haven't already received your invoice, it will be made available for payment at that time. 

MEMORIES: A JEEP DRIVER IN FRANCE By Saburo Nishime, D Company 

Together with a motorized convoy of the l00th Inf. Bn., we drove south from Leghorn. Katsumi 
Nakayama accompanied me as my assistant driver. AtNaples, the lOOth Bn. got on a troop ship bound 
for Marseilles, France. When I f'll'St got on the ship, I came across Lt. Henry Chie Oyasato, whom I had 
known previously on Kauai. U Oyasato was a classmate of my brother Ralph at Kauai High School. 
Qass of '39. He was U. Ohara in the "Go for Broke" movie, the story of the 442nd. 

It didn't take me long to learn about driving in France. There were no Stop and 00 traffic lights on the 
streets of Marseilles or presumably any other areas of France. So the most sensible way to drive in 
France was to be always a defensive driver. In my fll'St experience driving in Marseilles, I had U 
Yamamoto riding with me. We were driving into town in heavy military traffic. This French driver. 
driving a 2-V2 ton military truck, decided to pass and came directly at my jeep. I could see that he had no 
intention of slowing down. Fortunately, there was enough room on my right and I barely had enough 
time to pull off the road and let that bastard pass. 

Our convoy of vehicles drove up the Rhone River Valley. The waters of the Rhone were flowing 
smoothly and very clearly. The 442nd fmally got to the Vosges Mountains somewhere near Bruyeres, 
France. Our motor section put up at a farmhouse in which the residents were still living. 

After the 442nd had cleared the hills of the enemy around Bruyeres, the tOOth moved into the town of 
Bruyeres to get out of the cold weather. My motor Sgt. Ken Mitsunaga dispatched me to Bruyeres to 
contact our 2nd Platoon, which had moved into one of the houses occupied by a woman who wasn't too 
pleased by the presence of the platoon and was giving Lt. Pluite a bad time. Anyway, nothing was going 
to stop the 2nd Platoon from getting out of the cold wet weather for the night. 

While I was still with the 2nd Platoon, Yoshiicbi Okazaki. another of our motor sergeants, asked me to 
take him to the 18t Platoon. They were in another area of Bruyeres. Okazald informed me that in order 
to get to the 1st Platoon, we would have to get through a crossroad that was still under German artillery 
shelling. We passed through the crossroad and, by its surroundings, could see that it was being subjected 
to artillery shelling. There I met Makoto Takiguchi, who was the platoon sergeant. I knew him from 
Kauai High School days. He asked me, "How come you're ajeep drivernowT' 

The night was pitch black now and, in the darkness, I had to feel my way back to my motor section. As I 
slowly back-tracked, I came across some of our military troops who wanted to know if they were on the 
right track to Bruyeres. I assured them they were. I also had to work my way around several huge tanks 
that were pulling into Bruyeres. I fmally made it back to my motor section at the farmhouse. The next 
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morning, Ken Mitsunaga was asking around if I had made it back. I presume Ken was afraid I fell asleep 
and didn't make it back. 

On another occasion I was on a ration detail, to get rations up to ·our front line troops. I remember I 
packed on my back a S-gal. container of water. The ration detail waited until dark before "get-in" started 
and flJ.'St climbed up a fairly steep hill. Then in the pitch-darlmess caused by the heavily wooded trees, we 
all had to follow closely to stay in touch with the person ahead. Our detail fllSt came across another 
bunch of guys from the 442nd 2nd or 3rd Bn. who were looking for their ration detail. When nearing the 
looth area, our ration detail encountered a few tanks, and the noise of the tanks drew German artillery 
shelling. The officer in charge of our ration detail got all excited over the German artillery shelling. He 
probably never experienced being on the receiving end of an artillery shelling. Our ration detail 
successfully contacted the tOOth Bn. where we all discharged our rations. It·was almost morning when 
our group fmally made it back and, presumably, the officer in charge of the detail was appropriately 
commended. 

One day we saw a French farmer picking large mushrooms. This area was heavily wooded and the wet 
weather caused the mushrooms to sprout up under the trees. The farmer told us that the mushrooms were 
edible so we gathered them and mixed them with rations and enjoyed a mushroom "wha-cha-ma-call-it." 

Although drivers are not ordinarily engaged in direct contact with the enemy, whatever happens in combat 
is quickly passed on to the drivers. There was the occasion when one of the drivers came around with the 
information that Gingers Minami was killed in action. Later on, I met Hiroshi Minami, who was from my 
hometown on Kauai. Hiroshi was in the group with Gingers at Hqs. According to ffiroshi, Gingers was 
interrogating some German prisoners when a German artillery shell landed in their midst, killing Gingers 
and the prisoners. Also killed at this time was James Kubokawa. James was in the automotive class at 
the Honolulu Vocational School when I was in the electrical class. Gingers was a year behind me at 
Kauai High School. 

Shigeto Fuyumura, known to us as Hyme, was one of our second platoon members. He was accidentally 
buried in his slit trench when the wet soil collapsed down on him. When he was found buried, the other 
platoon members were notified and they hastily dug him out and started artifical respiration. Mter trying 
for about an hour, Hy~fai!edto J:es~!1d. Witl1the_PJ:~t daJ ~R, !!YJ!l~c.~'pt have Ilad ~ better_ 
chance but CPR was unknown at that time. Fuyumura was the only one in the second platoon of Dog 
Co. who was killed in action in France. 

A good friend from my hometown, James Koichi Uejo, was KIA in a battle in the Vosges. The German 
shell hit and destroyed the fllSt platoon heavy machine gun and James was mortally wounded. He was 
the only one in the 1 st platoon who was in every battle since the looth rust went into action and up to this 
point, he had not been wounded. There was even speculation that he, with his long continuous time in 
action, had a good chance to qualify for leave stateside. Checking through Uejo's record, I found out. that 
he was awarded the Silver Star. 

Sgt. Harumi Mende, of the 1 st Platoon, relates what occurred in combat in the Vosges. The German 
artillery was shelling the road .and he kept yelling to his platoon to get off the road. This newly anived 
member in the 1 st Platoonjust laid down on the road and froze in place with his head face down hugging 
the ground. When the German shells started falling nearer, Mende had to duck. When he looked up, he 
saw the new member had taken a direct hit - the shell had exploded right on his head! He left behind a 
snapshot taken with a woman - his girlfriend or wife? 

The t st Platoon of Dog Co. captured a group of Germans led by a major. who· had accidentally strayed 
into the 1 st Platoon's area. Sgt. Mende submitted the names of the six men who assisted in the capture 
for award - they received the Silver Star. 

During the attempt to rescue the Lost Battalion, Motoyoshi Tanaka saw the members of the 3rd Bn. of the 
442nd make their suicide charge. Tanaka said that U. Pluite also witnessed it. Later on when the looth 
passed by the area where the suicide charge had occurred, one of the members commented that he had not 
seen so many of our own kind, Buddaheads and Kotonks, KIA in such large numbers. Most of them 
were not even 20 years old. I have not found out just how many were KIA in this suicide charge. 

The story of the rescue of the Lost Battalion has been told over and over again by various writers and 
historians, and they can tell it better than a mere jeep driver, so I leave it to them. But I can positively say 
this: The lOOth Bn. was very much directly involved in the rescue, and I was with the looth at that time. 
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It was snowing heavily when the lOOth Bn. pulled out of the·Vosges and headed south. The Battalion 
stopped at Bains Le Bains to get a good bath and shower and a fresh change of clothing. The following 
morning, the tOOth continued on south and stopped at Nice. A Frenchman came around and wanted to 
exchange a pistol for rations. I had a boxful of cheese, which was packed in cans like the way tuna is 
packed today. The Frenchman accepted the cheese for the pistol and I later sold the pistol to one of our 
platoon members. 

From Nice, the lOOth Bn. continued on to a ski resort area in the Maritime Alps in southern France. The 
looth was there just to relax and rest. Of course, the ski resort area was devoid of tourists at that time. 

Mter a few days, the looth Bn. moved on to Menton on the France-Italy border. Dog Co. occupied a 
small hotel-like building near the center of Menton. Although the Germans were nearby on the Italian 
side of the border, the Germans never shelled the town area.although they occasionally shelled the road 
leading into Menton and other coastal areas nearby. 

Our troops manned outposts along the Maritime Alps and they came to Menton on rotation to bathe, relax 
and for pleasure. Since Menton was almost vacant of civilians, the nearest town where some pleasure 
could be had was the town of Brussoleu. To get there, the vehicles had to pass through the Principality of 
Monaco, which was a neutral state. We were authorized to go through Monaco but not to stop for any 
reason. The left side of the street was Brussoleu and the other side was Monaco, which was off-limits to 
us. There were no guards or fences so any minor violation of the agreement went without notice. 
Transportation by military truck was available every night and this "operation" was known as the "Battle 
of Brussoleu." In other units of the 442nd, this period in southern France was referred to as 
"Champagne Campaign." 

The Dog Co. headquarters had a day room with a piano but nobody knew how to play it; although it 
didn't prevent any Tom, Dick and Harry to bang away on the piano; and this included First Sgt. Takao 
Miyao. A piano player came over at lunch time and played some popular French and American songs on 
the piano. We asked him to play some popular American songs he knew, like Stardust, Deep Purple, etc. 
The pianist was compensated for his services with a meal from the Dog Co. Mess. 

Dog Co. Hq. also had a female black dog mascot named Poka and she was a mainstay in the day room. 
Masao Iraha was its owner. During Poka's stay there, she gave birth to a litter. I don't recall what 
became of Poka and her pups when the unit left France for Italy. 

One day, I was told to pick up the mail orderly and take him to Nice to pick up the mail for the tOOth Bn. 
Themail clerk brought along a French woman worker who wanted a ride into Nice because bus service 
was very limited. It just happened that on this day, the Germans were shelling pretty heavily near our 
Rest Center. As we approached the area being shelled, the jeep engine conked out exactly in the area 
where the shelling was.the heaviest I couldn't get the engine restarted and the mail orderly quickly went 
over to the Rest Center to get a mechanic. I didn't want to stay in the jeep so I went to a small building 
nearby and stayed on the opposite side from where the shells were coming. The French woman followed 
me to where I was. Just about that time, the French bus let off a bunch of passengers several hundred 
yards away from us. As the passengers came close to the area where the shelling was heaviest, the 
shelling stopped altogether. 

Tameji Matsushige, our chief mechanic, responded and found that the basin where the gasoline was 
pumped to before feeding the carburetor was full of water, so instead of gasoline, water was getting into 
the carburetor. Matsushige told me fmnly that it was the driver's responsibility to check and drain any 
accumulated water. My excuse was that I did not finish the driver's training course and had not been 
properly instructed. While at Camp McCoy, I attended a few driver training seminars. U. Tsubota was 
the Motor Officer. Once, when he was my passenger on a weapons carrier, I kept double clutching in 
shifting gears. He advised me that I didn't have to do that. Of course, Stu doesn't remember I was in the 
class. 

Some of the streets of Menton were lined with persimmon trees; and while the tOOth was there, the fruits 
were ripe. The local residents had the fruit drying and selling them along the side of the road. You know 
what the French call persimmon - KAKI. They must have gotten the plant or seed from Japan. 

While at Menton, the jeep drivers took the officers to whatever duties or functions they were attending, 
pleasure or otherwise. On one occasion, I accompanied U. Francis Takemoto to a perfume factory in 
Grasse. We had an escorted tour and the whole process of making and bottling of perfumes was 
explained. At the conclusion of the tour, U. Takemoto bought a few bottles of choice perfume. I, as 
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usualt was broke so I did not purchase any. Being away almost 40 yearst I didntt think U (or now 
General) Takemoto had any idea that I was the jeep driver who ~companied him on'the tour. 

There was this other occasion when I was dispatched to pick up Lt. Pluite at the Officers' Rest Center in 
Cannes. When I got there, U. Pluite told me that he had a date for that night and asked me if I could wait 
for him until later that night I agreed. Lt. Pluite asked me if I had any money and, of course, I didn't; so 
he gave me 1,000 francs to keep myself busy while I waited. Later that night, when it was time to go 
home, U. Pluite was in a real happy mood, so he took over the wheel and did the driving all the way back 
to Menton. 

The "Champagne Campaign" eventually came to an end when Gen. Mark Clark requested the 442nd to 
return to Italy. 

Next: Back to Italy - Cracking the Gothic Une 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~. 

INFORMATION SOUGHT ON SIDGEO SUEMORI, HQ. COMPANY, tOOTH INF. BN. 

Grant Ichikawa, wwn Veteran of MIS, has requested that the following message be printed in the AJA 
newsletters in the hope that someone can provide information on Shigeo Suemori for his daughter, 
Stephanie Raddatz: 

Subject: Fwd: Re: Shigeo Suemori RFI #03-12 
To the Editors of lOOth andlor 442nd Newsletter 
Can you place an article in your Newsletter so that Stephanie can fmd someone who knew her father? 
Info about her father: 
Shigeo Suemori, ID 130100666, member of the l00th InfBn ,Hq. Company. He lived in Wahiawa, HI 
after the war. He was born in lihue, Kauai where he signed up for the Army. 
Please call the secretary at the lOOth Inf. Bn. clubhouse (9460-0272) if you have information on Suemori 
or contact: Stephauie Raddatz as follows: 

Email address:stephanies-apartments@juno.com 
Address: 4470 Sunset Blvd 11491 

Hollywood, CA 90027 

We hope this brings positive results for Stephanie. Good Luck! 

~~~~~~~~~~*~~~~~~~~~~ 

POPULAR LINE DANCING AT THE lOOTH INF. BN. CLUBHOUSE 

Sandy Zook of the City Parks and Recreation Department has been conducting line dancing classes at the 
clubhouse almost every Wednesday. The classes have proved to be enormously popular. It's wonderful 
exercise, loads of ~ with toe-tapping music, and great camaraderie. The free classes are from 9 to 
10:30 a.m. Sandy is a great instructor with patience and enthusiasm that makes everyone feel 
comfortable. So check the clubhouse calendar and join in on the fun. 

MAUl CHAPTER NEWS by Stan Izumigawa 

The Nisei Project of the Covenant Dance Theatre has just completed its performances on Maui. Art 
Kurahara, Haruo Ikeuchi, Stan lzumigawa and original lOOth members Willie Goo, Masao Sato, Bicm 
Endo and Stu Tsubota (Oahu) were among the veterans who volunteered and made an appearance onstage 
after the main performance. It was especially gratifying that some of the original 1 00th were able to make 
an appearance. being that Choreographer Marla Hirokawa's father was also an original. The petformance 
was a tribute to Nisei veterans but I suspect that like myself, having participated, the guys found it was a 
satisfying and el\ioyable experience in the proces of which we met some nice people. 

Maui Chapter's meeting will be on August 6, 11 a.m., at the Kahului Asian Sports Bar & Restaurant. 
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MAINLAND CHAPTER NEWS by Sam Fujikawa 

Another l00th Qub meeting was held July 19th at the cool, air-conditioned meeting room of the 
lOOth1442ndlMIS Foundation. One of the big discussions centered on the October mini-reunion plans. 
Our busy Treasurer, Harry Fukasawa, has been collecting and recording aU the registrations and with the 
help of AI Morita, our helpful and knowledgeable friend, it looks like we will be able to have assured 
good accommodations at the California Hotel. We will keep you posted on activities being planned such 
as the slot tournaments, tours, craft sessions and golf. We had a good turn out of members - Harry 
Fukasawa, Yeiki Matsui, Jean Tagami, Chuckie Seki, Fumi Sakato, Ed and Amy Nakazawa, Toke 
Yoshihashi, Toe Yoshino, Mas and Elma Takahashi, Hank and Elsie Hayashi, Ken And Hisa Miya, 
Wayne Fujita, May Fujita, Steve Tagami, Mitsi Fuchigami, Sam and Teri Fujikawa. Since we don't have 
as many club gatherings as we used to have, it's good to see and visit with our members at our meetings 
every month. 

Jean Tagami informs us that her husband, Ben, is slowly on the road to recovery and is beginning to get 
around a little better now. He is in our thoughts and we sincerely hope that he will continue to improve 
and be well enough to make it to the mini-reunion. We're aU rooting for you, Ben! Others in our group 
who have recovered are Ken Miya from pneumonia, Hank Hayashi from his double hernia surgery, Toe 
Yoshino from his heart condition trip to the hospital, and Young O. Kim from his eye surgery. 

On Monday, June 23, many veterans met with Christine Sato-Yamaguchi and Diane Tanaka and gathered 
at the lOO14421MIS Monument downtown to bid farewell and good luck to Consul General Masaharu 
Kohno and his wife, Noriko, who are returning to Japan after serving for two years as very popular and 
famUiar figures in our community. Consul General Kohno has been reassigned back to the Tokyo 
Foreign Ministry. Members from the l00th attending were Bill Sato, Ken and Hisa Miya, Toe Yoshino, 
Hank and Elsie Hayashi, Mas Takahashi, Ted and Chiz Ohira, Sam and Teri Fujikawa. 

Our next event is to participate and support the annual MIS Steakbake to be held at the Maryknoll School 
yard on July 29. 

GO FOR BROKE EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION'S "EVENING OF ALOHA" 

Diane Tanaka, Associate Director, Go For Broke Educational Foundation, announces the Foundation will 
host its second annual gala dinner, Evening of Aloha, featuring two award-winning Hawaiian fusion 
chefs, Roy Yamaguchi of Roy's Restaurants and Hiroshi Fukui of L'Uraku Restaurant in Honolulu. The 
Hyatt Regency in Long Beach, Calif. will be the location of the Evening of Aloha, which will be held on 
Saturday, November 8. The chefs will create a special menu of exquisite, Hawaiian Eurn-Asian fare. 
Miss Universe 1997, Brook Lee, will be Mistress of Ceremonies. with an opening performance by Kealii 
O'nalani. an award-winning Los Angeles-based Polynesian dance group. The star of the evening will be 
Jake Shimabukuro, the talented 26-year old ukelele phenomenon recognized as Hawaii's "Favorite 
Entertainer of the Year" and "Favorite Instrumental Album of the Year" by 2003 Na Hoku Hanohano 
Awards. 

WWII veterans and spouses will receive priority seating at a special reduced rate of $100 per person. 
General tickets are $125 per person. Proceeds for the event will go to support the Go For Broke 
Educational Foundation's education programs. For more information contact the Educational Foudation 
at 310-83284l907 or go to www.GoForBroke.org. 

For out of town guests, a special rate per room, based on availability, has been arranged at the Hyatt 
Regency Hotel located at 200 S. Pine Avenue in Long Beach. Please contact the hotel directly at 562-
491-1234 or 800-633-7313, please mentiOn the Evening of Aloha/Go For Broke Educational Foundation 
for the special rate. 

HEADQUARTERS CHAPTER NEWS By Ed Ikuma and Jan Sakoda 

Mter a moment of silence in memory of the late Mike Takahashi, our battalion bugler, and Lt. Masao 
Koga of Hilo, who was the OIC for the Ammunition and Pioneer Platoon, the chapter meeting of July 12 
resumed in the Board Room. Our deepest condolences to the Takahashi and Koga families. 

There were nine members at the chapter meeting and we enjoyed a generous fare of nigiri-zushi and soft 
drinks obtained by Jan Sakoda, our interim secretary and scribe. 
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:Jmum1ant Notice: We will be baving a chapter get together in the form of a luncheon on Thursday, 
August 28, 2003 at 11:00 a.m. at On On at McCully, comer of McCully and Young streets. Please mark 
this date on your calendar and call by Wednesday. Aupst u.to reserve YQYL~ Dorothy Tamashiro. 
734-5122; Doris Aimoto, 947-7439; Pat Akimoto, 941-6577. Cost will be $10 per person. Headquarters 
Chapter will absorb whatever your $10 doesn't cover. Because we need to reserve the room and plan our 
menu, make sure you call in by August 13! HQ and Medic vetenms, spouses/widows, and our children 
are all encouraged to attend, enjoy good food, good fun, and good fellowship. 

There's talk of another get together for HQ and Medics Chapters after the 100th Infantry Battalion 
Memorial Service on September 28. Look for the next issue of PPP for more details. 

The 61st 100th Infantry Battalion Anniversary luncheon turned out to be a huge success. HQ and Medics 
had 9 tables filled, for a total of 90 attendees! Coming all the way from Maryland and guests of Albert 
and Jane Oki was the Yost clan. The family is part of our beloved late Chaplain Israel Yost Coming all 
the way from Washington, D.C., just for this occasion also was Capt. Gary Ikuma (U.S. Navy, Retired). 
Meeting our old aikanes to talk story was a memorable occasion enjoyed by all HQ guys and their 
guests. 

Dissa 'n Datta 

Fred Takahashi and Nancy doing fme in spite of Fred's dependence on a cane to get around. 
Hamamura's and Takahashi's were regular morning commuters to McDonald's Ala Moana for many 
years. 

Had a nice chat with Kungo Iwai (Lihue, Kauai) recently and learned that he and wife Mildred are in good 
shape although like most of us, have "hurts here and there" syndrome so we mostly stay home. Kungo 
was a member of Message Center, 100th Bn. Upon inquiry, he tells me that our very likeable and 
efficient Hq. lst Sgt. Choichi Shimabukuro is doing fine. "Shima" also is a Kauai boy. 

Yoshio Ogomori. another former Message Center member, living out there in Mt. View, Hawaii, is doing 
fine after a slight setback but with the loving care of his wife, Denna, he's managed well and now 
continues puttering around his pet macadamia plants. 

Harold and Jane Tabata also doing fme although Harold has to monitor his ticker every now and 
then. Harold was with the Battalion Supply (S4) and the guy who kept us going with C and K rations, 
water, ammo, etc. 

We wish Mrs. Charlie (Florence) Miyashiro a speedy recovery from her injured back. Because of her 
injured spine, Florence is temporarily homebound. 

At our age, we are all finding ourselves on the "disability" list in one form or another but let's all pull 
together and embrace the "gambare" spirit 

If you have any news items of chapter members, please call me (Ed lkuma) at 732-6884 or Jan Sakoda at 
737-7778. 

Our next meeting will be held on Saturday, August 9 in the LoUie. Hope to see you there!! 

BAKER CHAPTER NEWS By Joe Muramatsu 

Sorry, I missed reporting last month. My alibi? Had some visitors from Japan who took up much of 
my time. Also. did not have anything to report. 

This month is quite different. Our granddaughter made us proud great-grandparents of a healthy boy. 
How does that make me feel? Proud but older. 

Another thing happened - I tried to learn to use the computer by attending classes at Kaimuki High 
School Adult Education Found out that at my age, the skull is thicker; hence, not much penetrates our 
bard head. Our grandkids use computers but are not patient enough to teach us old fogies. The only 
thing I can do on the computer is to play poker and solitaire. Have to have someone with patience to 
go through each step so I can at least learn something slowly. Found out that my face appears on the 
computer. 
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Baker Chapter meetings draw fewer members as they pass on. We would like to see some of our sons 
and daughters attend our meetings and give their input as to what they would like to have done to our 
club. 

Don't forget that clubhouse cleanup is on Saturday, August 2. 

May 2, 1945, B Company was in Allessandria after participating in the Fukuda Task Force. That 
morning I was ordered to report to the courtyard where a jeep was parked. A lieutenant was giving 
instructions to the driver with a map on the hood. I heard him say, "Maintain 45 mph and patrol for two 
hours." There was another man there also. Who? I've forgotten who the driver and the lieutenant were. 
However, the other guy must have outranked me because I had to sit on the metal seat in the back. 

Less than a half-hour into the mission a C47 plane came very low over us and dumped a Whole bunch of 
Stars and Stripes. We stopped and read the front page, "WAR OVER IN ITALY." These were the 
only words on the front page. We gathered as many as we could and made a U-turn, then came back to 
the C.P. to spread the good news. 

Everybody was yelling and cheering. Out came the lieutenant who asked who told us to come back. The 
jeep driver showed the Stars and Stripes to him and said the war was over. But the officer said to go 
back and continue the patrol until he got orders from headquarters. As we continued the patrol, the jeep 
driver said, "I hope I don't drive over a mine." I said, '.'1 wonder if the Germans who may still be 
around, know that the war is over." The other guy said, "I hope no more snipers." 

The balance of this patrol was a most stressful hour-and-a-half. We were all shaking like leaves on a 
windy day. I'm hoping that the other two guys who were on this mission will let me know who they are. 

CHARLIE CHAPTER NEWS by WarreD Iwai 

MEETING: Eleven members attended the meeting of July 21. This included ''Papoose'' Tomiyama and 
his wife, Skip. Skip is our new member. Also our man from Kona, Philip Matsuyama was present. The 
primary purpose of this meeting was to consider adoption of the revised bylaws for our chapter. The 
revised bylaws were adopted by unanimous vote. The new bylaws permits the wives and widows of Co. 
C veterans to become members and they will not have to pay any chapter dues. 

The chapter received $200.00 in memory of Kiyoshi Uyeno. It was donated by Gertrude Uyeno and 
family. Kiyoshi was an officer of Charlie Chapter for many years and an active participant in all our 
activities. Kiyo will be missed by Charlie Chapter and also by the golfers of Club 100. 

Oubhouse Oeanup Day is Saturday, August 2, 8:30 am. Report to Chick Miyashiro for assignment. 

Fun-Nite at Nuuanu Onsen is on August 14. It's not too late sign-up. Just call in! 

Bob Sato of Seattle, Washington is in a rehab center recovering from a stroke. He will appreciate hearing 
from you guys so drop him a line and give him some moral support. His address is: Everett Rehab and 
Care Center; 425-1919 112th Street SW; Everett, WA 98204 

Come to the clubhouse and see the exhibit of U. Saburo Maehara's letters to his 2-year old daughter 
written in Italy and France. It tears your heart. Saburo was KIA in Italy on April 5.1945. 
NEXT MEEflNG is on August 18 - Bento will be served. See you there. 

DOG CHAPTER NEWS By Helen Nikaido 

"Opu" Hiranaka's ONE PUKA PUKA 2003 AUTUMN JAPAN TOUR will depart on October 26, 
2003, and return on November 7. Itinerary: Honolulu-Tokyo-Koma Gekijo .. Puji Goko-Lake 
Yamanaka-Narasawa Maple Viewing Lookout-Ootemba-Omaezaki-Enshunda Sand Dunes-Makinobara 
Tea Pann-Yaezu Fishing Port-Shizuoka-Sumata Gorge-Oku Ikawa-Mishima-Jukkoku Pass-Atami
Manazuru Point-Tomei Expressway-Tokyo-Tokyo Night Tour-Tsukiji-Honolulu. :wB..WILL HAVE 
A MEETING AT THE CLUBHOUSE ON FRIDAY. AUGUST 29 AT 10:30 am. 
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Dog Chapter will have a buffet luncheon on September 19, 2003, at the Pagoda. Anyone interested in 
going, PLEASE CALL "Jits" Yoshida at 845·7753, Mary Hamasaki at 983-1308, or Helen Nikaido at 
734-5552 BY SEPTEMBER 10. 

Saburo Nishime was very busy recently going to the mainland to attend the graduation of his grandson 
and granddaughter. Congratulations! He anne home in time to attend the anniversary banquet He 
told me that Dog Chapter had a good turnout with members, wives, children, grandchildren, widows 
and guests. Motoyoshi Tanaka and wife from Hilo, Mr. and Mrs. Yotsuda from Kauai were there. too. 
Guest speaker was Matt Matsunaga, son of the late Spark and Helene Matsunaga (0). Entertainment 
was provided by Sandy Kinoshita and Friends (Sandy is the daughter of Tony and Violet Kinoshita 
(0). 

F COMPANY NEWS By Kenneth Higa 

58,59, 60,61. Wow! 61 st anniversary banquet - absolutely awesome! Like the "'Energizer" battery
operated rabbit, the aging veterans of the One Pub Pub just keep going on and on and. ... For r~ 
brah, 5, 10, 15,20 years ago, da buggas neva been stay dream dat dey still goin' stay hold da banquet in 
da year 2003. 

Seriously speaking, holding the annual festivity year after year became a reality due to the "auxiliary 

engine" of the looth InfantIy Battalion - the Sons & Daughters organization. I tell you, b~ if not for 
them, no more anniversary banquets. So when you meet any of them, thank himlher for taking over the 
bulk: of the work of holding the event. 

Among the 530 in attendance were the following F Company members: Florida - Oswald and Sylvia 
Kawahara; Hawaii - Seitoku and Shimko Akamine, Misao Enomoto and Yoshiyuki Sumida; Oahu -
Mitsuru and Tsuruye Hamasu, Kenneth Higa, Seiso and Kay Kamishita, Hideshi Niimi, Charles and 
Ethel Nishimura, Tadao Seo, Paul and-TheIma -'fatlji.-IneludiBg familymembeH and guests, the P Co .. 
contingent totaled 41 - not a bad turnout for a company composed of only original members - no more 
replacements. 

Tetsuo Takeoka of Honokaa, Hawaii, a retired employee of Hamakua Sugar Co., passed away on June 
22, 2003, at the Straub Clinic and Hospital. He served in the third platoon. Private services were held 
in Honolulu at the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii and memorial services on July 26, 2003 at the 
Honokaa Honpa Hongwanji Mission. We extend deepest condolences to his relatives for the loss of a 
loved one. May he rest in peace. 

RURAL CHAPTER CHATTER by Ted IJamasu 

***!! fllJ This darn modem machine called Computer. It got the best of me again. I tried and thought I 
had my PPP sent to Joy our editor but come to fmd out she never got it. ***##11 Shiyoo ga nai, ( no can 
help) but try again. 

Ah. it is fmally over, the 61st Anniversary. Mahalo Nui Loa to the guys and girls who were in all the 
various committees and especially to Joyce Doi who was at the core of the programming process. We 
can check this off and get ready for the next one. As the members get less and less, the new generation 
keep filling the pubs so we were surprised with the attendance we had at this 61st Anniversary 
Celebration. 

We were expecting about 400 but we had 500 plus attendance. The lOOth is very fortunate to have the 
hearts of many, many members and wonderful friends in the community. We're very grateful. 

Those of you who missed this anniversary missed a good one and also missed meeting your old buddies. 
I met my former comrade in arms Seitoku Akamine and Shizuko, his loving wife from the Big Island. I 
also met Mrs. Enomoto from the Big Island. Ernest, her husband, was in F Company. Also met 
Yoshiyuki Sumida who lives in Pahala Kau and Oswald Kuwahara from far away florida. You know 
Oswald never misses any of our anniversaries, even though he lives on the other side of the world from 
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us. Yeah, time is getting short for us draftees from the 1940's, so we want to meet the guys as often as 
possible. So come on out. 

Gee Wiz: Wow, it was a busy week, this past Memorial Week with, all kinds of memorials to attend. But 
luckily we came through without a hitch in this neck of the woods. I thank Susumu Ota for attending the 
Waialua Lions Club Memorial Service representing the ·lOOth at the Haleiwa Memorial Park. Mahalo 
Sus. 

We are passing out letters that President Akita wrote about the assistance in building up our scholarship 
fund to a level that we are able to sponsor two scholarsbips/yearly with the proceeds. I have many copies 
of the letters to be passed out, so give me a call at 455-3341 if you can help. Please pass them to your 
relatives and friends, so they too can give us a hand. We're striving to raise $300,000. So far we have 
received $35,000. Please KOKUA. 

The Republic of the Philippines wants to award medals to American WWII veterans who served in the 
military campaigns in the Philippines. If you qualify notify the club office. 

The 50th Anniversary Korean War Veterans' Luau will be held at the DA V Hall, Keehi Lagoon 
qubhouse on July 25, 2003 from17oo hrs. Cost/person $45.00 

Reunion of the 34th Div. Assn. in September. If interested call Club Office. 

Our meeting was held at the Zippy's Restaurant in Wahiawa on the 18th of July from 11;00 AM with 
seven attending. They were Masaharu Saito, Susumu Ota, Yukio Tanji, Hiroshi Matsuura. Mitsuo Nagaki, 
Charles Nishimura (who came from Kaneohe on the bus around Haleiwa) and Ted Hamasu. 

Some of the agenda items that were discussed were waiver of dues for the wives and widows. The 
membership decided that it was not fair charging the S&D dues when they join the l00th and waive the 
dues for the wives and widows. 

On the induction of General Shinseki (Rtd) as honorary member, the chapter decided that we lack reasons 
for his appointment. 

Those who are interested in an excursion trip ~ Coconut Island in Kaneohe Bay should call the Cub 
Office. 

Don't forget the Oubhouse Oeanup on August 2 from 8:00 AM. Please bring lots of rags and elbow 
grease. 

We want to extend our deepest sympathy to the family and relatives of the late Robert Matsumura. A 
private funeral service was held for his interment. 

Our deepest condolences to the family and relatives of the late Mrs. Helen Sekiya. Her funeral service 
was held at the Mililani Mauka Chapel on 22 July 03 from 5:00 PM 

No meeting in August. 

• -i 

Tetsuo Taboka 

SusumuHata 

MasaoKoga 

Mikio Mike Takahashi 

Company FIB 

CompanyD 

CompanyHQ 

CompanyHQ 

Medics Seikicbi NagaJDine 

Our deepest sympathy to their families 

Passed away June 22. 2003 

Passed away June 30, 2003 

Passed away July 2, 2003 

Passed away July S, 2003 

Passed away July 14. 2003 

The PukaPuka Parade is the monthly newsletter of the World War. n tOOth Infantry Battalion 
Vetemns association (aka Club 1(0). Published at S20 Kamoku Street, Honolulu, HI 96826 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY GARRISON, HAWAII 

SCHOFIELD BARRACKS, HAWAII 98857-5000 

R&PI.YTO 
AT1EImDN OF: 

Office of the Commander 

Mr. Stanley Akita, President 
looth Infantry Battalion Veteran's Club 
520 Kamoku Street 
Honolulu. Hawaii 96826 

Dear Mr. Akita. 

June 23. 2003 

I would like to express my sincere appreciation for the support of the veterans of the 100th 
Infantry Battalion at the recent dedication ceremony of Joe Takata Field and the Army's 228th 
birthday celebration at Fort Shafter. The ceremony was a wonderful event to recognize a member of 
the One Puka Puka Infantry Battalion, many of whom gave the ultimate sacrifice for our country. 
Sergeant Takata displayed the courage and bravery which the lOOth Infantry Battalion exemplified 
throughout World War n. 

Those of us in the military have only read or heard of the exploits of the famed Purple Heart 
Battalion, so it was an honor to meet the distinguished veteran soldiers of one of the greatest and most 
decorated units of-World War n. The IOOth Infantry Battalion set the standard for gallantry in combat 
and your unit is an inspiration for all of us to follow. 

Again, to you and the rest of the veterans who attended the dedication ceremony and birthday 
celebration, thank you very much. 

k Sincerely. 

j~ .... j;; ~1-pJIP.1 fL/S~ 
~ '!fi'.~ "i .. 8 David L. Anderson 
~";J W I.".., ~"r~O' Colonel, U.S. Army 8. ~ {) , ,.r Commanding Officer 

~I 
~ 

LIFE BEGINS AT 80 (IF YOU CAN GET PAST 70)! 

The following humorous essay, which appeared in Ann Landers and other publications, was submitted to 
the PPParade by both Beatrice Hosokawa and Bernard Akamine. To aU of you who have passed the 80 
year mark. here is your chuckle for the day. Bernard adds, ''So please stay healthy." 

LIFE BEGINS AT 80 by Frank Laubach 

I have good news for you. The fust 80 years are the hardest. The second 80 are a 
succession of birthday parties . 

. Once you reach 80, everyone wants to cany your baggage and help you up the steps. If you 
forget your name or anybody else's name, or an appointment, or your own telephone 
number, or promise to be three places at the same time, or can't remember how many 
grandchildren you have, you need only explain that you are 80. 

Being 80 is a lot better than being 70. At 70, people are mad at you for everything. At 8), 

you have a perfect excuse, no matter what you do. If you act foolishly. it's your second 
childhood. Everybody is looking for symptoms of softening of the brain. 

Being 70 is DO fun at all. At that age, they expect you to retire to a house in Florida and 
complain about your arthritis, and you ask everybody to stop mumbling because you can't 
understand them. (Actually. your hearing is about SO percent gone.) 

If you survive until you are 80, everybody is surprised that you are still alive. They treat you 
with respect just for having lived so long. ActuaJly, they seem surprised that you can walk 
and talk sensibly. 

So please, folks. try to make it to 80. It's the best time of life. People forgive you for 
anything. If you ask me, life begins at BO. 
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CLUB SECRETARY'S REPORT 

The following donations are acknowledged with much thanks: 

lOOtlt JnfBDtly Battanoa Veterans SehoJanhip Fund: 
(Dona1ioDS received 6110103 to 7122103) 

Sl,OOO qn4 qblJ11e: 

Sora, Shigeo &: Edith (Wahiawa) 

'$00·$999: 

Fqiise, Tom &: Beatrice (Honolulu) 
Fukushima. Yasutaka (Honolulu) 
Kami, Kiyoshi (Kaneohe) 
Rainbow Drive-In LTD. (Honolulu) 
Tamashiro, Ben &: Gloria (Honolulu) 

S100-H99: 

UDto 199: 

By Amanda Stevens 

Aimoto, Doris (Honolulu) Baishiki, Rod &. Katherine (CA) -1M of Haluto Morigucbi. Co. C 
Akimoto, Akira &: Pat (Honolulu) Baker Chapter 100th Infantty Bn. Vetenms (Honolulu) 
Ardo, Eva &: Cline (Honolulu) Company F (Honolulu) -1M of Sakae Watanabe 
Company F. (Han) -IM of .Sakae Watanabe Enoki, Terence &: Sandta (Kaneohe) 
Pmuya, Satosbi (Mililani) Fqjimoto, Till S. (Hilo) 
Hayashi, Sbimya (pearl City) Fujitani, Masato (Waialua) 
Hosaka, Br.oce &: Jeannie (Kaneohe) Fmuta. Tomiko (Wahiawa) 
HPC Foods, Ltd [Honolulu Poi Company] (Honolulu) Hamasu, Elizabeth &. Micbael (Honolulu) 
Ikoma. Edward &: Hazel (Honolulu) Harriet's Barner Shop (Honolulu) 

1M ofKosei Nakamura &. Roy Sbimabuku Hori, Thomas Trust (Honolulu) 
1M ofTetsuo Takeoka Ige. Tsmue (pearl COy) 
1M ofTSIDleo Morikawa Inafuku, Carol K. (Honolulu) 
1M of Walter Morigochi Iuamasu. Saburo and Sueko (pearl Ci1y) 

Kamikawa, Hany &: Jane (Ewa Beach) Kaisen Tanabe, Sharon M (Hilo) 
Kamishita, Seiso &: Kay (Honolulu) KaiseD, Yosbiko (Hilo) - 1M of Tsugio Kaisen 
Kamiya,Lawrence &-Regina (Honolulu) -- .--'~-- - - --Kamibara:, R (Honolulu) 
Kaneshiro, Arnold &. Naomi (Honolulu) - 1M of Seiji Nomura Kapuniai, Robert (Honolulu) 
Komiyama, Arthur &: Frances (Honolulu) Kasaoka, June K. (Wahiawa) 
Kuriyama, Akiyoshi &: Agnes (Waianae) Kodama, Masato (Honolulu) 
Maeda. K.atsnmi &: Jeanne (Honolulu) Matsuda, Kimiko &: Don (Honolulu) 
Masatsngu. Ethel &: Nobuicbi (Wahiawa) Nakano. Edward H. (Honolulu) 
Mitsunaga, Joyce A (Honolulu) Sato, Yukiko (Wailuku) 
Mitsunaga, Ricbarda P.K. (Honolulu) Shikanru.ra, Chieko (WaJUawa) 
Miyada, Don & Setsoko (CA). Stevens, Amanda (Honolulu)- 1M of Tom Nakamura 
Miyashiro. Takeicbi & LorJaine (Honolulu) Tashiro, Dennis & Merle (KaDeohe) 
Miyashiro, Takeichi -& Lcmaine (Honolulu) Temo~ Denise (CA) - In honor of Denis Temoka 
Muramoto, Tsukasa (Wahiawa) Toyama, Shoicbi dba Toyama Auto Body Service (Honolulu) 
Mnroshige, Kenneth &: Mieko (Honolulu) Trust, Thomas Hori (Honolulu) 
Nakahodo, Fmniko (Kaneohe) Wasai, Richard H. (Kaneohe) 
Nakashima, Edwin & Helen (Kahului)- 1M of Kose! Nakamura & Roy Shimabuku 
Nakayama, SteJIa C. (Honolulu) 
Nishimura, Charles & Ethel (Kaneohe) 
Nisbio~ Tommy & Barbara (Honolulu)· 

1M ofNaoji Yamagata 
Old, Albert &: lane (Honolulu) 
Saito, Masaharu &: Carol (Wahiawa) 
Sato, Robert T. & Kazue (Honolulu) 
Soneda, Shinji (Honolulu) 
Sugawam, Edwin (Waimea) 
Suyama, Sbizue (Honolulu) 
Tamashiro. Dorothy (Honolulu) -

1M of Harold Tamashiro 
Tanaka, Yasuko (Honolnlu) 
Toma, Robert & Nancy (Honolulu) 
Tsokayama, Yoshi (Kailua) 
U~ Gary &: Edna (Honolulu) 
Uyemu.ta. John dba KMJ REALTY (Honolulu) 
Uyeno, Gertrude K. (Honolulu) 

(note: 1M = In memory of) 

Special thanks to Kuni Fujimoto for his taped footage of 
the 6lstAnniversary Banquet The tape is available at the 
clubhouse office. 

STANLEY'S CORNER 

As a senior citizen was driving down the freeway, his car phone 
rang. Answering, he heard his wife's voice urgently warning him, 
"Herman, I just heard on the news that there's a car going the 
wrong way on the Interstate 77. Please be careful ," ''Hell.,'' said I 
Herman, "It's not just one car. It's hundreds of them." J L-____________________ 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS ,roa AUGUST 2003 
,! 

CL.'UBHOUSE ~ .••.••••••..•..•.••.• Satllrday, AugQst. 2 ................ ~ ....................................... 8:30 am 
ABffi ....................................................... Saturday, AugUst 23 .~ ..................... ~ ..... :·~.~.~ •.•.•••••••.•.. ~ •. 8:00 am 
BAKER. ................................................... Saturday, .AugUst 16 ........................... ~~~! ................... 1:00 pm 
CfIARUE ................................................ Monday, August 18 ..................... ~~.~ •• ~~.l:.~~~~~·;~ ........... 10:OO atn 

DOG-.••••.••.•...•••••..•..•.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••..• SatoI'day, Aupst,16 .•••••••••••••••••••• ~ ... ~ .• ~.~ ......................... 9:00 81Jl 
'I 

HQ ........................................................... Satu:rday t Augtfst 9 ••••••••..••.••••• I..ounge ..•••••••••••••••••••••• .3:oo pm 
R'U'RAL. •.••.•.•••..••...••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••• .n0 meeting " 

" :' 
~UI ..••.••.....•...........•...........•....•.....•.•.•• Tuesday, Aupt 6 . .Asian. Sports Bar •.•••....••.•••. : •••..•. 11:00 aD1 

BOARD MEBI·ING ••••••...••.•..••.•.••....•..•• .Friday, August'8 ......................................................... 10:00 am. 
COCONUT ISlA.ND EXCURSION •.••• T'DeSday, August 12 •••••••••••.•••••• _ •..•••••••••••..•••••••••••••••••••• 9:00 am 
GRBE-N THUMBS •••.••••.•.••••••••.••...•..•••.•. Monday t Aupst 4 •••••• .I...ounge •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• l0:oo am 
UNE DANCING ................................... Wednesday, Aug. 6,13,20, 27 •••••.. 0ubhouse ............... 9:00 atn 

II 
II 
'I 

NOTE; The next Issue wDI he for September 2003. Deadline for artie1es will he A.ast 19, 
2003. (plellse submit tricleB OR W or they will not 1!e inclruletl in the issue.) _ 

Poka Puka Parade eoUating will be on FRIDAY. Agust 29, 2003. 8:30 am. Able and CharUe 
chapters are responsible for providing manpower and refreshments, but everyone is welcome to kokua. 

1 

:] 

**************************************~******************************* ,I 

For PPP chapter news and artieles: joykiku@hawtW.rr.com (no attachments to joykiku, please) or 
vetsofthelOOthbn@yahoo.com (attachments okay.) 

IMPORTANT New!HP'P pM ... for club busin~, questions or correspondence: 
vetsofthel00thbn~yahoo.com . 

II~ 

~-:.~_:~." ~ 5':".-.£±". ', .. ""_ ===""""'==' =;.",>:-.;;;;._-==""""",,,,:li, ==~='===?==~;O=====;"",.,~~~='?'===== 
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