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MAY 2006 

100TH IMfAN'TRY BATTALION VETERANS CLUB 

REMINDERI 
CLUBHOUSE CLEAN-UP 

SATURDAY. MAY 27,2006 . 
FROM 8:00AM 

WITH GENERAL MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING 

TO FOLLOW CLEAN-UP 
AT 11:00AM 

(SEE DETAILS AND INFO ON 

MONTHLY NEWS 

E 

MEETING IN AMANDA STEVENS' OFFICE MAHALO REPORT) 

Bring your buckets, washrags and necessary equipment to the Clubhouse for its annual clean
up. It is time to remove the cobwebs, dust, junk, clean the windows, refrigerators, display cases and 
every area so our Clubhouse will be sparkling clean again. The following Chapters 
are in charge of: 

Company 
Able 
Baker 
Charlie 
Dog 
HeadquarterslMedics 
Rural 

To Clean 
Trophy cases 

-~~-~ ~~--- ------

Windows, air conditioning 
Lounge area and store room 
Refrigerators 
Wherever needed 
Kitchen 

IMPORTANT: Chapter Presidents are asked to provide a list of or the number of 
volunteers coming from their Chapters so that the Club Secretary can order bentos for each 
participant. 
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64th Annual 
tOoth Infantry Battalion Veterans' 

Anniversary Celebration 
June 24, 2006 

9:00 am to 2:30 pm 
Ala Moana Hotel 

Hibiscus Ballroom, 2nd Floor 
410 Atkinson Drive, Honolulu, HI 96814 

reservation forms were in the April 2006 issue of the 
Puka Puka Parade or call 946-0272 for reservation forms. 

Deadline: before May 5, 2006 
-" ,".~.:'" : ; '." 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT by Robert Araka ld, President 

At the last Board meeting, Amanda Stevens requested all chapters to submit the roster of their 
members. (Thanks to Evelyn Tsuda, only Baker Chapter has submitted the 
roster so far.) Our Vice President, Mike Harada, stressed the importance of 
having an up-to-date roster as the number of members is dwindling. 

The Treasurer reported that the Club is operating within the budget 
and is in good shape. 

The jalousies in the lounge have been replac~ thanks to the Navy 
Seabees. They did a terrific job. 

Gerald Yuh, Business Manager of Local 1186 of mEW, and Harold 
Dias, International Representative of IBEW, have pledged to make an 
assessment of the electrical needs at the Clubhouse. 

On March 29, the Elks Club again extended an invitation to all the 
100th veterans and their spouses at their beachfront club in Waikiki. Everyone 
enjoyed the delicious lunch and the wonderful entertainment. Our thanks go to Alan Yukitomo, son-in 
law of Stanley Akita, who arranged this event. 

For more announcements, please read this issue of the PPP. 

PPPARADE VOLUNTEERS by Joy Teraoka, Editor 

We received many compliments on last month's issue of the Puka Puka Parade. Our new 
technical advisor, Jayne Hirata-Epstein, enhanced our newsletter with new formatting, pictures, and 
other little details that created a more professional look. There were some pro and con comments 
on the capitalization of names within the articles. If you have any constructive criticism you want to 
voice about our "look," let us know. Thanks, Jayne, for your valuable help. 

Our last collating occurred on the day of THAT RAINSTORM. Thank goodness, collating 
finished before the unbelievable flash flooding, so I hope most of our volunteers got home 
safely. Some of us went to Ala Moana Shopping_Center for 11ll!~1!,,~~around nool1~_ t!!e ~e~~ed_ 

... ·_--!iavoc on us with torrential rain that flooded the streets with rivers ofwatei: ·SCaly driving. that storm 
proved to be a nightmare for many. Amanda, who set out for the airport post office to mail the Puka 
Puka Parade, was forced to turn back by the police because the road was impassable that day. 
Thankfully, we managed to get home safely. 

Neither "Hell nor high-water" deterred our volunteers. Thanks to the following: Bernard 
Akamine, Akira Akimoto, Otomatsu Aoki, Alfred Arakaki, Robert Arakaki, Kunio Fujimoto, Mary 
Hamasaki, Ed !kuma, Fumiko Inouye, Susumu Kunishige, Don and Kimi Matsuda, Philip Matsuyama 
(who always brings drinks), Masanori Moriwake, Joichi Muramatsu, Saburo Nishime, Tom Nishioka, 
Takeichi Onishi, Kay Oshiro, Seiei Oshiro, Mamoru Sato, Robert Sato, Kazuto Shimizu, Hiromi 
Suehiro, Goro Sumida, Dot Tamashiro, Drusilla Tanaka, Denis and Joy Teraoka, Martin Tohara, Rikio 
and Evelyn Tsuda, Shigeru Tsubota, Ukichi Wozumi, and Marie Yoneshige. 

Thanks to our generous monetary donors. As we have said in the past, your contributions and 
encouragement keep us going. 

COME "SALUTE THE TROOPS" ON MAY 6, 2006 
press release at www.mcnefiwfisoD.com 

USO Hawaii and the State DOD present "A Salute to Our Troops", a Waikiki parade and 
outdoor concert on May 6~ 2006 from 9:30 am to 1 :30 pm. The event is being held in honor of all 
Hawaii's active-duty military personnel and will welcome home those soldiers who have returned from 

',.. ... duty in Iraq and Afghanistan. Approximately 10,000 parade participants are 
expected, including some of the WWII veterans of the 100th Inf. Bn.!442nd RCT. 
There will also be a flyover by the Air Force and Hawaii Air National Guard. 

The parade begins at Fort De Russy, proceeds down Kalakaua and 
Monsarrat Avenues, then ends at Kapiolani Park for the concert which will feature 
top rate entertainment. Food and non-alcoholic beverages will be served at no cost 

to all active-duty personnel and their families. Vendors will also provide food for purchase. 

So, if you love a parade and can find parking in Waikiki, turn out and show the troops your 
support. Call Emerick Y. Kaneshi at 733-4260 or Nelson Fujio at 591-8211 for more information. 
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CORRBCTIOIfS, CORRBSPOKDBIfCB AIm COMMENTS 

Our thanks to Saburo Nishime of D Company who still has a remarkable memory of the 100th 
Infantry Battalion's battles in Italy and France. Although he found our article ,cLooking Back ... Goro 
Leighton Sumida, A Soldier's Soldier" interesting and enlightening, there was on paragraph in which 
he found disagreement To correct some misinformation and set the record straight, Saburo wrote the 
following: 

I really enjoyed the article, but I must disagree on a paragraph referring to the 
Battle of Colli. It reads, ''Colli was also where the 100th won its first 'Presidential 
Citation' .» 

The official records show the 1 00· Infantry Battalion won three Presidential 
Unit Citations for the following battles: 

(1) In July 1944, the tOOth Infantry Battalion routed, the superior forces of 
the enemy, causing them to flee in disarray from Belvedere and Sasseta, 
Italy. This battle earned the l00th its first Presidential Unit Citation. 

(2) Near Biffountaine, France, in October 1944, the l00th Infantry Battalion 
was part of a unit of the 44rt Regimental Combat Team that rescued the 
LQst Battalion of the 141 at Infantry Regiment of the 36th Army Division. 
This heroic rescue brought them their second CitatiQn. 

(3) Back in Italy during the Gothic Line Campaign which started in April of 
1945, the 100th/442iuh

S offensive destroyed positions that had withstood 
assaults for five months. For the 10om/442nd,s part in this successful 
campaign, the l00th Infantry Battalion received its third Presidential Unit 
Citation. 

I was a member of Dog Company during the above listed operations, for which 
the 100th Infantry Battalion was awarded the Presidential Unit Citation. 

True, Colli was the l00th Infantry Battalion's toughest battle engagement It was 
here at Colli where three distinguished military members of the l00th were awarded the 
highest military honor.,.. the CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR. The recipients 
were: 

(1) Shizuya Hayashi of A Company; 
(2) Mikio Hasemoto ofB Company (Mikio was KIA); and 
(3) Allan M. Ohata ofB Company. 

Our Second Platoon machine gun section was attached to B Company at Colli. 

Contrary to the information written in Goro Sumida's interview, the l00th Infantry Battalion 
did not earn a Presidential Unit Citation for their efforts in Colli. Thank you, Saburo, for correcting us 
and contributing this significant information . 

.... ~".,...-JPa"L~~"~"c...~fIl' ... fIl"" ... ~;fII,." ... 
Dyanne McMath, Col. Young Oak Kim's niece, sent 100th,s Office Manager, Amanda Stevens, 

a'letter of thanks for memorial service preparations held for her uncle at the National Cemetery of the 
Pacific and also for the reception which followed at the 1 OOth. s Clubhouse. Printed below is a portion 
of that note: 

Dear Amanda: Thank you for putting together a wonderful program. The time 
and organization this took is very much appreciated. 

I know Uncle was smiling seeing his comrades together IUld sharing stories. 
Now he can spend time with those he hasn't seen· for awhile. 

His dream was putting together an educational program on the Mainland and 
Hawaii so future generations can look up to these men as examples of what it means to 
be an American and being Japanese at this time with all the prejudice. They fought 
with pride and courage above any Battalion; To this day their record of medals still 
stands and Colonel Kim was so proud to be a part of the l00th . 

.... ~"fIt' ... ,..,,~ .... ~"~" ...... fIl' .... "~fL,.~"fIt' ... . . 
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 

Irma Nicola is anxious to speak with anyone who might have known her uncle, Roy Asaka 
lkawa (HQ). He was a member of the originall OOth Battalion from Hawaii, then became a part of the 
44200 F Company. Irma would like to find a veteran who knew him and is willing to talk to her or her 
father (Roy's brother). Irma's cell phone is (626)716-1853 and her e-mail address is 
inicola2@Yahoo.com. 
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MBMORW, DAY ADDRESS by STBVE SATO 
(JACCC Memorial Court, Los Aqe1ea, Ca1IIonda - May 29, 20(4) 

.(1Nltor'e Rote: Although Sterle Sato gaue this speech several years ago, we ~ve it is apropos to 

. reprint it again as a memorial tribute to those KIA and their families. Steve &to was still a baby wheJi 

. his fathBr, Sh:ukichi SaJ:o of F Company, was killed in Italy. In our December 2005 issued of the 
PPParade, we reported on Steve's chance meeting at the Las Vegas mini-reunion with Charlie 
KlShimura, Shukichi'sfoxhole buddy.) 

Ladies· and Gentlement, Gold Star Mothers and wives, honored guests, members of the 
Japanese American veterans' organizatioD$ and mends, good morning. It is indeed a pleasure to be 
here with you to remember and to memorialize all who have fallen in service to our great nation. I 
have personally been to many military cemeteries and as I looked across rows of crosses I realize that 
each marks the final resting place of American heroes of many different wars. They span generations 
of Americans, all different and yet all alike! They are all alike in a truly meaningful way in service to 
their country.. Yet, with each marker there lies an association with many other. lives. These are tIie 
next ofkin (NOK) and other, family members. 

After being asked by the veterans' groups to share some thoughts with you today, it seems that 
there are things in the past that I have chosen to be left unsaid. Today, I would like to share cherished 
memories of my mom and dad, primarily during the formative years of my youth. It has been said by 
many that it is difficult to share personal thoughts even with one's own family. I am no exception! I 
am grateful that my family is here today so that I may express to them thoughts that should have bene 
shared long ago. In our very brief journey through life, we all touch many lives. With your 
permission, I would like to dedicate my story not only to those who so bravely served but also to those 
who have graciously and bravely endured as the next of kin. I applaud the many that have participated 
in and assisted with the uHanoshi" pr()gratn. The experiences of YOU, the veterans, ·must be 
documented for posterity. Perhaps, you, the NEXT OF KIN, will consider documenting your thoughts 
to make the novel complete. 

A television reporter once said that, 4'Everybody has a story." It is my hope to share with you 
what it has been like to be the sole surviving son of a veteran who was killed during the war. My story 
would not be complete if I did not share the story of a very special lady who was widowed at a very 
young age - my mother. 

_" _~ _____ 0-

- ----- --- ~- --- ------ -- - - ------
--where do I ~? -My dad was born on the island ofKauai in Hawaii and came from a family 

of six boys, all born two years apart. Dad was the oldest of four brothers who served our country 
during WWII. My mother and dad were still newlyweds when war broke out and he left home for 
training on the Mainland. The very last time they saw each other was when Dad shipped out with the 
100111 Battllon to train in Wisconsin. They wrote to ·each other almost daily and her cherished letters 
from Dad were a constant reminder of the love that they shared. 

Dad received training at both Camp McCoy in Wisconsin and Camp Shelby in Mississippi. He 
was then shipped overseas to North Afiica and was killed in action during the Italian campaign on 
November 3, 1943. He had just turned 28 the month before. Mom became a war widow at the age of 
25 and was left to care for a one year old son. 

At first, just the strain of separation must have been very inte_ and trying. When Mom was 
subsequently notified that Dad had been killed, she naturally fell into great despair. I have but·a few 
recollections of my early days as a youth and Mom did not talk about Dad very often. But, I vividly 
remember the frustrations and loneliness she must have felt. I remember Mom talldng to me with a 
faltering voice and with tears in her eyes. She said, "Maybe we both should die too." Although I was 
so very young and did not truly uncierstan,d quite what she had said, I could however, sense the 
desperation in her voice. That might have been the very low point in her life. However~ it ultimately 
become the turning point also. She went from almost total despair to beCome a person with great 
iosolve and trememdous determination. From that time on, she would constantly remind me "we have 
to live long, for Dad's share of life too." Throughout the rest of her life, she never faltered and 
remained steadfast in her resolve. She always cherished happy memories of the very brief period she 
had shared with Dad. Grandma Sato, however, not only shared the grief of losing her son, but also 
carried great concerns for the safety of her remaining three SODS still on active duty. Fortunately, all of 
them returned safely at war's end. 

Out of necessity, we lived with my grandmother and members of my mom's family. At one 
time, there were ten people living in a two bedroom plantation home. The family gave us 
unconditional love and support and when growing up, I had lots of role models. I was the "kid without 
a father" ind mends and neighbors would do their best to actively support and monitor my progress 
and growth. Mom and I cherished Dad's memory by frequent visits to the gravesite at the veterans' 
cemetary on Kauai. 
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As I grew older, I would naturally ask Mom more questions about Dad. Questions like "what 
did he enjoy doing, what did he like to eat, and what were his hobbies?" were asked frequently. At one 
point, I even asked about any arguments or unpleasant memories about Dad. She simply replied, "our 
time together was just too short for us to argue and to disagree. Therefore, I only have pleasant 
thoughts about your dad." Mom truly did not count the time in days that she and Dad had spent 
together. Instead, she counted the GREAT memories. This sustained her for the rest of her life. She 
was not only my mother but also my mentor and friend. She influenced my life, just as all you have 
done for your children. 

It was been rather difficult for me to select personal glimpses of my life to share with you. I 
have tried to select the ones that have greater meaning and interest. Most of these are reflections of my 
youth. 

MEETING EARL FINCH 
When I was approximately three, Mr. Earl Finch visited the 

island ofKauai. For those who might not be familiar with him, he was . 
the gentleman who befriended many of the Nisei veterans while they 
lived in Mississippi. After the war ended, the veterans' organizations 
invited him to Hawaii. He visited with all the veterans groups on all of 
the islands. During 
his visit to Kauai, he 
was introduced to my 

mom and me. When he found out that I was the son 
of a Nisei veteran killed in Italy and that we had 
never seen each other, he knelt down and spoke to 
me in a very gentle voice. I do not remember 
exactly what he said to me. What I do remember 
most of all is the tears flowing from his eyes and 
down his cheeks. He was wearing a "Go for 
Broke" ring, which he promptly took off his finger 
and presented to me. He said that he would like for 
me to have it. I was very young but the manner in 
which he spoke is something I will never forget It 
is such a wonderful memory of. a special and caring 
person. I never saw him again after that day but our 
meeting is still vivid in my mind. For me, the ring is a reminder of my father and the kind stranger that 
I met so long ago. -

MEETING OF F COMPANY MEMBERS AT A REUNIQN QN MAUl 

After my mom had passed away, I attended a F Company reunion in Hawaii. I had hoped to 
meet some of the men who had served in the same unit was my dad. Before going any further, I 
should give you a little background of what happened the night my dad died. A midnight crossing of 
the Volturno River was planned. The Company had a brief rest period, was served a hot meal and mail 
had finally caught up with the unit It was at this "mail call" that the package my mom had sent finally 
reached Dad. The envelope contained letters and my first birthday photograph. Apparently Dad was 
so elated that he ran around showing my photo to everyone present After all these many years, and at 
the reunion I attended, may of them still have vivid recollections of the photo they had seen that night. 
I heard so many of them saying, "Eh, you the baby in the photo Shukichi showed us that night." They 
also remember him putting my photo in his backpack before making the river crossing at midnight. 
They aD wanted me to know that I Was with Dad on the nipt he died. 

MY FRIEND, GENERAL ERIC SBlNSEKI 
I would like to share a story of a particular friend that I grew up with on Kauai. We were the 

same age and started in Kindergarten together on the same day. We became good friends and 
participated in similar activities. During our Senior year, we were faced with the challenge of what to 
do after graduation. This was the era of the first man-made satellite, "Sputnik", and the great space 
race. We were encouraged by our school counselors to pursue careers in science and I had decided to 
attend an engineering school. Because of the War Orphans Assistance Act (very similar to the GI 
Bill), I was able to attend a university of my choosing. My firend had always shown a deep interest to 
serve in the military and wanted to attend the military academy at West Point. At that time, this was 
breaking "new ground" because no one from our little island had ever received an appointment to go 
there by our congressmen. He became the first on our island to receive an appointment to West Point 
from Senator Daniel Inouye. Well, he graduated from West Point in 1965 and served with great 
distinction in Vietnam. As many of you have already surmised, my childhood friend is General Eric 
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Shinseki. He became the first Asian American four-star General and Chief of Staff of the Army in 
June 1999. 

Through the years, we had lost touch with each other and our visits 
together were quite infrequent. However, in June of 2003, I received an 
invitation to attend his retirement in Washington D.C. One of his last official 
acts as Chief of Staff of the Army was to place a wreath at the tomb of the 
unknowns at Arlington Cemetery. It was a beautiful day. the early morning sun 
cast golden rays of sunlight, and a cascade of brilliance and color fell over the 
structure. WHAT AN A WESOME SIGHT! After a time, we said our "alohas" 
and "we faded off into the sunset". General Shinseki has never forgotten his 
"roots". On a personal note, he mentioned to me that my dad and many others 
before him have made it possible for him to attain his position in the military. 
What a role model and positive influence he has· been for the youth of our 
nation! 

You, at home, who prayed for your sons and daughters in perilous situations can empathize and 
understand the frustrations of the next of kin. We as Americans always try to seek the truth~ We strive 
to do the "right thing". Let us embrace the ideals of America, as well as to maintain our Asian 
identity. 

Today, the National WWII Memorial is being dedicated in Washington D.C. in realtively close 
proximity to the Korean War Veterans and the Vietnam War Veterans Memorials on the Mall. 
HOWEVER. THE TRUE MEMORIAL IS THE NATION AND CULTURE WE CREATE 
FROM ALL OF THEIR SACRIFICES. 

May I express my gratitude to the veterans of the 100th
, 442nd

, MIS, Korean War, Vietnam 
War, Grenada, Gulf War, Afghanistan, and all those who serve in Iraq. Thanks to you, the next of kin, 
for your strength, courage, dedication and devotion to perpetuate the memories of our many fallen 
heroes. I truly am humbled being in the presence of you who have served by deed, example and 
leadership. YOU have been my role models and have been an institution of courage, spirit and pride. 

I hope that we will all remember those who have fallen and rejoice in those who still Uve and 
remember, LET NONE OF US FORGET JUST WHAT MEMO~ DAY IS ALL ~!>UT! 

-- ~ ---~-----------~.~----

It has been said that soldiering is an affair of the heart, we can never pay enough for it! Next of 
kin are the soul and life's blood of soldiers. Bless all of you and your expressions of love and honor. 
To all of you who served so bravely, well done and thank you! May God bless you and this most 
wonderful country of ours. Thank you. 

James Ishikawa Company D/Mainland Passed away March 26, 2006 

A HIGHLY RECOMMENDED ART EXHIBIT by DRUSILLA TANAKA 

The Honolulu Academy of Arts is offering free to the public "Art of the Pacific Islanders in the 
1700s" through May 14. It is an awesome experience to view the works of art collected by English 
explorer Captain James Cook from 1768 to 1779. The items have been wonderfully preserved. 
Equally fascinating are the methods in which the items have been displayed - the ·'hardware" used by 
the museum. Of particular importance to 1 OOth Infantry Battalion veterans and their families is the 
display of the mahiole or Hawaiian feathered helmet. The helmet is part of the lOOth's colors, one half 
of the decorations on the shield. The other half is the ape leaf. It is important to know that the helmet 
on the colors is a Hawaiian feathered helmet. Some artists have mistakenly drawn a Roman gladiator'S 
helmet instead. Similar shape but very different. Which brings up a "message" of the exhibit -
cultures and communities were separated by oceans and continents, but each developed art forms in 
weaving, tools, weapons, instruments and jewelry and accessories. Perhaps it was due to common 
human needs, or perhaps there is another explanation for the similarities among cultures. Whatever the 
answer, you will appreciate the skill and artistry of the 18th century Pacific Islanders and the work of 
the German historians. 
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REMARKS ON THE ASIAN PACIFIC ISLANDER HERITAGE OBSERVANCE 
by LIEUTENANT GENERAL ALLEN ONO, US Army, Ret. 

(Altus AFB, Oklahoma - May 26, 2005) 

(Editor's Note: As Asian Pacific Heritage Observance Day occurs in the 
month of May, we are reprinting the following speech which was submitted to 
the PPParade.) 

INTRODUCTION 

Thank: you for the honor that allows me to be here. My heart is full of 
pride to be an American and a member of the Asian Pacific Islander group. 
Our group is a small minority in America, only 5% of the population. It 
takes a strong, confident, thoughtful nation to take the time to recognize our 
small group and our accomplishments in order to learn more about each other 
and build a better America. 

Our group is defmed by geography. Our heritage is traced to lands 
It Gen. Allen Ono 

Cover of Hoa Hana, Vol. 
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from which we came. We are people from: China, India, Korea, Japan, 
Vietnam, Cambodia, the Philippines, Burma, Singapore, G~ Samoa, Marshall Islands, Hawaii and· 
many other places. Our culture, heritage, history and customs are not common but individual. We do 
not speak. the same language, sing and dance to similar music, and enjoy the same foods. Each of us is 
individual. This vast diversity makes it impossible to roll us into one generalized ball for a speech to 
you today. 

For this reason, please allow me to pick on one segment among the many Asian Pacific 
Islander groups to describe the essence of who we are. Let me tell you of the Japanese Americans 
through my personal story of being an Asian Pacific Islander in America. 

FINDING A PLACE. 

My mother and father were immigrants from Japan to Hawaii. They came with the dream of a 
better life. My parents sailed to Hawaii to work as laborers in sugar cane plantations. After Several 
years on a plantation, they moved into town for less strenuous work. My parents' opportunities were 
limited because they spoke almost no English and possessed basic skills. My dad worked at a gas 
station. My mom was a housekeeper. She cleaned other people's houses, did their laundry and took 
care of their children. 

My parents started a family in Hawaii. There were three children; my sister, a younger brother 
and me in the middle. I am describing humble people: poor, honest and respectful with hopes of 
moving up in America. We children learned customs of the old country: Honor elders. Obey rules. 
Excel in school. Education was the passage to good jobs. We lived modestly and frugally. We ate 
rice in small bowls with vegetables spiced with soy sauce and small pieces of meat or fish. 

Our early years were not carefree. We followed the tight rules of Japanese customs. It was 
important to bring honor and no shame to tarnish the reputation of the family. We were prohibited 
from bragging and complaining outside the privacy of the family. These fundamental values were 
drilled into us. I am describing a small, modest family of immigrant parents who worked hard in 
unskilled entry jobs and followed the customs of the old country to succeed in their new land. 

We were not different from millions of others who immigrated to America and followed similar 
patterns to succeed in this country - hard work, close families, old country values and customs, 
emphasis on education, dreams of success. 

WORLD WAR II 

Then came the attack on December 7, 1941 on Pearl Harbor, ten miles from our Honolulu 
home. Our~world was turned upside down on that day. America and Japan were at war. Neighbors 
looked at us with suspicion, anger and hatred. 

In the confusion and fear, more than 100,000 Japanese Americans were forcefully moved to 
desolate and remote areas to live in concentration camps in California, Montana, Arkansas and other 
states from 1942 until the end of World War n in 1945. They were humiliated and ridiculed. My 
family in Hawaii was not relocated. We were not important and prominent enough. Japanese 
Americans living on the West Coast were given less than a week to report to assembly areas with only 
a small suitcase. They abandoned their possessions and were moved to inland camps for the duration 
of the war. Reason for the massive relocation was the threat of sabotage and internal attacks. No 
specific charges were made and yet 100,000 Americans were stripped of their rights and incarcerated 
behind barbed wire under the control of armed guards. The war ended in 1945 and imprisoned 
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Japanese Americans were released from the camps without a single instance of treason, sabotage or 
espionage. 

NISEI SOLDIERS 

Another defming historical event occurred when Japanese American men wanted to serve 
America and volunteered for the draft at the start of World War II. They were American citizens yet 
were rejected and classified as "enemy aliens." They were finally allowed to join the Army and were 
assigned to segregated Army units made up of Japanese Americans. The units were ordered into 
combat in Europe. They fought in the toughest battles of the war. There was a strong personal and 
grouf commitment to prove their loyalty. Two of the units were the 100th Infantry Battalion and the 
442

n 
Regimental Combat Team. Strength of the units was 5,000 and they became the most highly 

decorated units of their size in World War II. 

Listen to the amazing count of World War II combat awards for the two small Army units of 
Japanese Americans: Eight Presidential Unit Citations. 21 Medals of Honor, 9,486 Purple Hearts, 32 
Distinguished Service Crosses, 587 Silver Stars and 5,200 Bronze Star Medals. In 21 months of 
combat in Europe the soldiers were awarded 18,143 individual combat awards for valor. 

Back in Hawaii, I was in elementary school and followed the exploits of the Japanese American 
units from news articles and letters from the front lines. We played soldier in playgrounds. The 
Japanese American soldiers gave us respect, pride and honor through their sacrifices and heroism. We 
charged enemy machine guns in imaginary battlefields. They were our heroes and we idolized them. 

World War II was more than a history book event. We experienced the indignity of 
incarceration in concentration camps. Forty years later in the 1980s, America admitted that it was 
wrong and formally apologized. 

ARMY CAREER 

I eagerly and proudly joined the Army in 1955 through the ROTC program in Hawaii to follow 
the Japanese American soldiers who served courageously and heroically. World War II and the 
Korean War had ended. The Army abolished segregated units as the nation realized that soldiers of 
different races can be effectively mixed in the armed forces. When I joined, a number of my captains 
and sergeants were veterans of World War IT and remembered the Japanese American soldiers. I did 
not have to prove my loyalty. I was presented with opportunities unavailable earlier to Japanese 
Americans. T was eXpected lo--oe-courageous, prOficient ananeroic. -TheJapanese -American -soldierS 
of World War IT had set high standards for Japanese Americans who followed them in the military. I 
received the honor and trust of commanding soldiers. I led main attacks, made parachute jumps and 
went on deep patrols behind the lines. 

Later in my career came the selection for schools, promotions and responsible assignments and 
a full, complete and satisfied life of serving the nation. Every minute of my career, I was reminded of 
my obligation to bring honor to my parents, the Japanese American community and to the Japanese 
American soldiers of World War II who paved my way. 

Please allow one side story. In the 1980s I returned to Hawaii on leave after seven years away. 
My mother asked that I put on my green uniform, complete with ribbons and badges, to visit friends 
and relatives. We made numerous house visits. I was the object of curiosity and attention as my 
mother proudly showed me off as if to say that we can move from immigrant status to three star 
generals in one generation despite the color of our skin and shape of eyes. 

ASIAN PACIFIC ISLANDER HERITAGE 

Mine is a single personal story among that of millions of other Asian Pacific Islanders in 
America. May I leave you with four thoughts: . 

First, we are proud to be Americans. We are also proud to be Asian Pacific Islanders. 

Second, please get to know us. The more you understand us, the closer we become. In keeping 
with this year's theme, diversity is not a disadvantage. It is a powerful American strength. 

Third, we do not ask for an advantage over anyone. We are not better than others. We are not 
less than others. We simply want an equal chance to show what we can do. 

Lastly, on behalf of all Asian Pacific Islanders thank you for this wonderful event to recognize 
a small minority of Americans in our great nation . 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• e ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
• • 

ThE PukA Pub PARAdE Is TliE MONTHly NEWSlrnER of THE WORld WAR II 1001k INfANtRy BATTAIJON VETERANS : 
• ASsociATiON (AkA Club 100). IT Is PUbUSHEd AT ~20 KAMoku STREET, HONoluLu, HI 96826. : . . 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• e ••••••• 
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"OPEN LETTER" from GENE TAMASHIRO 
(Edito~s Note: Gene Tamashiro [son of Arthur and Doris 

Tamashiro) requested we print his "Open Lette,-P· in the Puka Puka 
Parade. 'Gene served for a number of years on the Long Range Planning 

Committee. The opinions expressed are his and do not necessarily reflect the position of the 10()th 
Infantry Battalion Veterans. Regarding comments, please contact Gene Tamashiro directly). 

This priceless legacy of the 100th Infantry Battalion is our families' bloodline inheritance and 
Hawaii Nei's community trust Now, after lives well lived and full of wonderful memories, the men of 
One Puka Puka are in their twilight years. The future of Club 100 and the long range planning is of 
deep concern. Through much discussion and debate, the Long Range Planning Committee appears to 
be on a positive track that will eventually merge the Sons and Daughters group with the original Club 
100. We have some very capable and heart-centered people guiding this challenging and beautiful 
process. I'm confident that this organizational transformation will happen in a way that honors the 
founding fathers and addresses their concerns for continued use of the Club as a gathering place for 
"da boys" as well as provide a structure for meaningful decision making authority for them. I'm sure 
most people are of common intention here and disputes will be smoothly resolved. The Club 1 00 
transformation is in good hands, is well grounded, and bound for success. 

My main concern goes beyond this merger. The question I ponder is how does a newly 
organized Club 1 00 (or whatever it is to be named) maintain and build social vitality and economic 
viability? The slogan for the Club reads "For continuing service". Does this mean service to the 
members? Their families? Service to the Hawaii community-at-Iarge? All of the above? And then the 
question needs to be asked - what manner of service( s)? 

If our Club 100 community is to thrive, we need to build more interest and regular participation 
from the Sansei and Yonsei generations. We need to have a newly modified and clearly understood 
service mission that builds on the awesome "Go for Broke" legacy and unifies our unique yet often 
fragmented community. We need to co-create a vision with a purpose that gets to the heart of where 
our Club 100 community members and their families find themselves today. Only then, with a clear 
mission to guide you, can you begin to create programs and activities that will strengthen the 
infrastructure and secure a bright future for Club 100. 

This is no small task, because even though we younger guys are truly grateful for the work and 
legacy of our fathers, many of us find ourselves mired in the concerns and struggles of life in Hawaii 
today. The way things are now, people don't have the time. Many are strapped down. 

Face the reality on th~ ground. Most of us, our families, friends and especially our young 
people, are struggling to keep it together. We have virtually no time, energy or money to give above 
and beyond what it takes to keep our families safe and stable. The rising cost of living combined with 
increasingly hectic life styles fmd the vast majority of people in Hawaii constantly being pulled in 
multiple directions at the same time. It is ironic that many of the quality of life battles that our parents 
fought for and were victorious over~ have over time reemerged, with a new more insidious and subtle 
appearance. Once again, like a recuning nightmare, these conditions threaten the promise and 
freedom\ofthe American dream. 

If the "new" Club 100 is to meaningfully connect with its constituency and secure a good 
participatory future, we must find a way to provide some basic quality of life programs. education and 
services that are central to the needs of existing and potential members. How do we do this? What 
specific forms should these programs and activities take and how should they be offered? 

EMPOWERED DEMOCRACY - HEALTH and WELLNESS - FOOD (chemical, pesticide, 
and gmo free) - RENEWABLE ENERGY - AFFORDABLE HOUSING - ENVIRONMENTAL 
STEWARDSIDP 

These are the basic building blocks of a sustainable community and an improved quality of life. 
If you really think about it, this is what people want and need now. Unless we can provide better 
understanding and access to all of some of these core issues, we will not likely get the necessary 
attention and sustained participation of our people. 

These are challenging times indeed. I believe we are once again facing a global threat that 
puts all of the people on Earth at another crossroads of destiny. Millions of thoughtful people realize 
that effects of economics, political and now cultural globalization present environmental and social 
challenges that impact everyone's life. Unless local communities, businesses and the service 
organizations find ways to balance the spread of globalization with local partnerships and solutions for 
basic quality of life needs, we will all suffer. 
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I hope Club 100 can awaken to the challenges our families and communities currently face. 

The "Go for Broke Brotherhood", our beloved Ohana, was proudly Herculean yet humble in 
the struggle for respect, equality, and the eventual building of Ani~ca's frrst truly diverse and 
successful multi-racial democracy. Here, in Hawaii, is the jewel of the Pacific - an intercultural 
society of Aloha heretofore unattainable by any community in the United States or anywhere on Earth. 

Best wishes to all and I'm sure you will fmd the right path toward Club 100 sustainability and 
vitality. 

Be real. Be relevant. Just like it ever was. Sincerely. Gene Sei Tamashiro. 

HEADQUARTERS CHAPTER NEWS by JAN SARODA 

This is a slow news month. Our get together will be held a week after I'm writing this, so I will 
include a report of it in our next PPP. ~ ~ ~ ~ 

We had a very nice Headquarters meeting in April. Seisaburo Taba picks up dim 

sum before our meetings. Because we eat and ''talk story", our meetings usually G ... " ';... ... -...... "' .... ' '. 
start about 10:30 am instead of 10:00 am. Our next meeting will be held on ;._. __ ,_,,,":'J;~ -, 

Saturday, May 13. Hope you can make it!':-/:':'~;: .,',-,;;2:' 

Reminder: If you have something to share with the other Headquarters members, please call 
Jan Sakoda at 737-7778. As you can tell by the "length" of this article, we're pretty scarce on news. 

MAINLAND CHAPTER NEWS by SAM FUJIKAWA 

Seems like after our Valentinellnstallation Luncheon in February, time 
has flown by and here it is April already. Most of us are busy trying to keep 
ourselves active and healthy. We had.Henry Hayashi who celebrated his 90th 
birthday on February 21, and is still in great form and spirits. We all wish him 
the best and many happy returns. 

On Mar~b_l L. we b.tu"LQUt1egular club_meeting_ at_the-Go EoLBroke
Foundation in Torrance. Besides our officers, Sam Fujikawa, Ben Tagami, 

Harry Fukasawa, and Amy Nakazawa, the following members were present: Harrison Hamasaki, Hank 
and Elsie Hayashi, Ken and Hisa Miya, Ed Nakazawa, Fumi Sakato, Chuckie Seki, Jean Tagami, Toke 
Yoshihashi, and Teri Fujikawa. Various aspects of the mini reunion were discussed as we continue to 
make plans that need to be addressed. The new roster for 2006 is being prepared and will be ready by 
next month's meeting. Also the registration form for the mini reunion will be mailed out after the 
roster is updated. 

On March 26, James Ishizawa (Co. D), passed away. His son and family held a Celebration of 
Life Service at the Centenary Methodist Church in downtown Los Angeles on Thursday, March 30. 
Our sincere condolences to his family. He was a faithful and dedicated volunteer in many 
community areas. 

Our April meeting was held on the 15th at the Torrance Go For Broke Foundation. All officers 
were present: Sam Fujikawa, Ben Tagami, Harry Fukasawa, and Amy Nakazawa. Members Toke 
Yoshihashi, Hank and Elsie Hayashi, Mas Takahashi, Harrison Hamasaki, Steve Sato, Ken and Hisa 
Miya, Ed Nakazawa, Jean Tagami, Chuckie Seki, Fumi Sakato, and Teri Fujikawa were present. 

Next month on May 20, all vets are encouraged to participate in the Armed Forces Day Parade. 
Assembly time will be 11 :30 am where the group will meet in the parking lot north of the Torrance 
Court House. Participants will be transported to the formation area of the parade. The parade starts at 
1:30 pm. 

Discussions on plans for the mini reunion continue. We are already receiving inquiries about a 
reunion in the year 2007. It seems like we will try to have one next year, but frrst, we hope to have a 
:fun reunion again this year like the one we had last year. 

There will be no meeting in May due to the Armed Forces Day Parade. Our next meeting will 
be June 17. 

===~================================================== ============================= " " " The opinions expressed In the Puka Puke Parade are those of the Individual authors and do not necessarily reflect the n 
:: position of the 1()()th Infantry Battalion Veterans association. We welcome readers to send signed. written comments to the : 
:: foHowing address: ppp Editor, 520 Kamoku Street, Honolulu, HI 96826 or via e-mail to ~lublOOvets~QQ,.c.om or :: 
:: joyteraoka@mac...<:mn. :: 

"====================::============================================================" 
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ABI,E CHAPTER NEWS by TOM NISHIOKA 

This is a very critical moment as time is of the essence. The 64th Anniversary Banquet will be 
held on June 24, 2006, at the Ala Moana Hotel. In the April issue of the PPParade. there was a 
registration form. Please submit your application form by early May as stated because the table 
seating must be prepared by the committee. Don't forget to mark your preferences 
of food and also submit your check payable to the "10Oth Infantry Battalion 
Veterans" for the amount, and send it to the 1 OOth Infantry Battalion Veterans 
Association, 520 Kamoku Street, Honolulu, HI 96826. Your kokua is very 
essential to the committee. 

Mike Harada is Chairman, with the assistance of Mrs. Joyce Doi, who for 
many years has done an outstanding job simplifying the mega project. 

Regarding next year's 65th Anniversary Banquet (2007), I understand that already the project is 
being discussed and will begin implementation in the near future. This project will require tremendous 
help from everyone, therefore if your help is required, please don't hesitate to kokua. I'm sure this 
event will be the last big "hurrah" as many of the veterans may not be able to participate for the 70th 
Anniversary. 

Once again, please submit your application as soon as possible. 

Kazu Kamemoto is under the weather right now and is recuperating. 

DOG CHAPTER NEWS by HELEN NIKAIDO 

REMINDER: Kazu "Opu" Hironaka's ONE PUKA PUKA TOUR 
meeting will be on May 11,2006, at 10:30 at the Clubhouse. 

Happy birthday and congratulations to Kenneth Mitsunaga who 
celebrated his 90th birthday at the Pacific Beach Hotel with family, relatives 

and friends. 

Congratulations to Mike Harada who is the Second Vice-President for the 100th Infantry 
Battalion Veterans. Mike is the son of Edward and Kay Harada. 

MAUl CHAPTER NEWS by TOM NAGATA 

Maui Chapter's Mother's Day Dinner will be held on Tuesday, May 9, 2006 at II :00 am at the 
Tokyo Tei Restaurant. Butch Arisumi is Chairman of the event. 

A number of our Maui member veterans are inactive in that they are on the Club roster but do 
not come to any of our lunch meetings during the year. We would therefore J 
take this means to pass along or share the following information concerning 
arrangements involving the Club when a member veteran passes away. It 
used to be that members simply attended the funeral service. Now, what we 
do is ask all members attending the service to sit together in a reserved -I"i~-~-=:~~ 
section, wearing their club shirts. If the family requests it, the assembled .. ,;;;;;;;: 
veterans will do a final salute, accompanied by a recorded version of "Taps" . 

Contact persons are the Club President (Stanley lzumigawa) or Vice President (Satoji Arisumi). 

CHARLIE CHAPTER NEWS by WAYNE l\IAMORU NAGAO 

The meeting started April,8, Saturday at lOam. Attendees were: Kazuto Shimizu, Toshimi 
Sodetani, Warren Iwai, Manabu Hongo, George Miyashiro, Takako Umamoto,·Takeichi Onishi, Rusty 
Nakagawa, Alice Nakagawa, Lorraine Miyashiro, Sadako Yonezawa, Lynn Shimizu, Wayne Nagao 
and Skip Tomiyama. 

The items discussed at the meeting were the NOTICE OF AMENDMENTS TO BYLAWS 
submitted by Toshimi Sodetani. We will be printing and sending out the information through mail. 

The luncheon to be held at Ishitani residence has been cancelled due to unforeseen 
circumstances. We'll keep you apprised. 

Warren Iwai donated generously to our SCHOLARSHIP FUND - in the name of his late wife, 
Betty. Thank you very much, Warren. 
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We also had a discussion on the procedures and criteria on how HONORARY MEMBERS of 
the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans are chosen. Sending out proxy votes on the person nominated 
befo~ the actual election took place was suggested. It seemed unclear what exactly makes a person 
qualify for J:I0~orary Membership. Apparently this issue has been a hot topic for years, according to 
Warren IWal, smce he was a President of the 100th Infantry Battalion in 1951. 

On April 19~ Wednesday, Charlie Company held a Fun Nite at NATSUNOYA TEA HOUSE 
in Alewa Heights. The turnout was great, about 50 members, members' families 
and friends came to enjoy excellent five course dinners in a nice Japanese 
style setting. Warren Iwai arranged and hosted the event. We started off 
with a "moment of silence" to honor our fallen heroes. President Kazuto 
Shimizu gave a welcoming speech and Hiromi Suehiro said grace before we 
started feasting. Everybody there was so stuffed after dinner, we all had a 
hard time getting up from the tatami floor we were sitting on. 

Just a reminder to please submit your form for the 64th Annual 100th Infantry Battalion 
Veterans' Anniversary Celebration on June 24 at the Ala Moana Hotel. The deadline to submit 
reservations and payments is May 5. Luncheon registration application form was in the April issue of 
PPP. We hope to see all of you there! 

BAKER CHAPTER NEWS by BERNARD AKAMINE 

We got together to up-grade our "Grapevine" recently. It's amazing how so many members are 
not here with us. The "Grapevine" is our telephone call system. It's been our "coconut wireless" for 
all these years. 

The recent Ala Wai Canal sewage story reminded me of an incident that happened a few years 
ago. Ken Suehiro answered the phone in the Lounge and a woman asked if he knew Kisuke Arakaki. 
When Ken said, "Yes," she said Kisuke had come into her store and bought a pair of swim shorts. He 

then left, the store, leaving his clothing and personal belongings with her. She 
said it's been quite a while and she needed to close her shop and go 

II home. She gave Ken the name and address of her store in Waikiki, so 
Ken drove to get Kisuke's belongings and then he combed the 

··sb<YFetine, butoou1aftot m<fKlsuke. l<.eil-retumedto ffi.e -Clubhouse 
and soon after, "Alekoki," (that's Kisuke's nickname) came walking 

into the Clubhouse dripping wet. Seeing him safe, got Ken all worked up. 
"What the hell you been doing getting everybody worried?!" Alekoki said that he returned to the store 
but it was closed. He had no money for bus fare and no clothing, so he walked towards the Ala Wai 
Canal and swam toward the Clubhouse. With that, Ken Suehiro had the best laugh of his life. 

On April 24, Ray Nosaka will be honored at the Mayor's Senior Recognition Ceremony for his 
many years as a volunteer in various capacities. In trying to do the research for the nomination form, I 
found the April-June 1986 issue of the Puka Puka Parade. At the time, Ray was the Baker Chapter 
correspondent, but he was also active at Manoa Valley Church, just starting up with the Baker Chapter 
Ukulele Group, and beginning his new career as a travel agent. Twenty years later, Ray is still a 
member of the church and still leading the Baker Ukulele group. In between, he has been President of 
the Mother Club, chaired the Save Our Clubhouse Committee, started another career as the Club's 
Executive Secretary, and was Editor of the Puka Puka Parade, then started another career as a model. 
He survived life-threatening surgeries, and is currently on fIre to get a permanent memorial built at 520 
Kamoku Street. He's a wonderful example of how to grow older gracefully and how to continue 
serving the Club and others. Congratulations, Ray Nosakal 

Our Baker Chapter meetings in the past few months have shown good attendance, with wives 
and daughters filling in the seats along with the regulars around the table in the Board Room. Chapter 
President Joe Muramatsu gives Club President Robert Arakaki the floor to announce actions from the 
Board of Directors. The decision by the BOD to have the mother club pay for the 64th Anniversary 
Banquet fees for the BOD members was not a unanimous vote. According to Robert, there was a tie 
vote and as the President, he cast the tie-breaker, which resulted in approving the motion. At the 
Chapter meeting on April 15, Drusilla Tanaka, who is a member of Baker Chapter and formerly 
worked as the Club's Executive Secretary, reminded Robert that in previous years, the Chapters would 
pay for their Presidents to attend the annual banquets. She then made a motion to have Baker Chapter 
pay for Joe Muramatsu and his wife to attend the banquet. After being seconded by Ann Kabasawa, 
the motion was unanimously passed. Drusilla asked if she could add something to this Baker Chapter 
News article, so it follows: 

- 12-



Our Chapter presidents (and their spouses) have served the Chapters very 
faithfully, most for more years than they can remember. Some jokingly say that theirs 
is a "life" term. With this kind of dedication from our Chapter leaders, it would be most 
fitting for the Chapter to pay the President's banquet fees. It is not a strain on our 
Chapter's treasury at all. In fact, it is a very humble recognition of their service to the 
Chapter. I hope that other Chapters will continue this practice as well. Thanks, Joe and 
Katherine, for all you do for Baker Chapter. 

RURAL CHAPTER NEWS ~ 

(Bdftoa"all_: Thd HamJJSU's compuJer seems Iu be on the blink again.) ~ 
Rural Chapter's next meeting will be on Friday, May 19,2006. 11 am, at ~ --. 

Leeward Community College. 

FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP SESSION FOR MAY by DRUSILLA TANAKA 

* Topic: * Speaker: * Date: * Time: 

Caregiving Tips: A Guide to Survival 
Mrs. Anita Haban-Nakamaejo 
Sunday,May28,2006 
11 :00 am Bento Lunch (reservations required) 

$6 for each bento 
12:00 noon Presentation begins 

* Reservations: Kimi Matsuda (988-6562), Marie Yoneshige (536-9921), 
Robert Arakaki (737-5244) or Bernard Akamine (734-8738) 

* Deadline: May 24 * Anita shares helpful tips for all levels of caregiving from her experience as a professional 
caregiver. 

IMPORTANT MESSAGE TO CAREGNERS: We realize how difficult it is for you who are 
caring for loved ones to make commitments in advance. Therefore, if there is a session that you wish 
to attend, feel free to drop in "at the last minute" without making an advanced reservation. From time 
to time others who ordered a lunch must cancel, so there may be an extra bento or two for you to 
purchase. You are also welcome to bring your own lunch. Note: There is a wheelchair accessible 
restroom in the Clubhouse, built to ADA specifications. 

We send a sincere mahalo nui loa to Dr. Keoni Devereaux who was our guest speaker in 
March. His presentation on Alzheimer's and related disorders was very informative. It was so 
interesting to see the slides of the brain and how a ''normal'' brain compares with a diseased 
brain. It was also very encouraging to hear about research and treatments for Alzheimer's 
disease. Many of us were relieved to learn that what we are experiencing is most likely ''temporary'' 
memory loss due to stress, diet, or other physical conditions. We left with a sense of hope, rather than 
a fear of the condition. For families of diagnosed Alzheimer's patients, the Aloha Chapter is an 
excellent resource. One of the first things to get is an 1.0. bracelet or pendant to assure a "safe return" 
should your loved one wander. Call 591-2771 for order forms and prices. 

The deadline to register for Medicare Part D Prescription Drug Coverage is May 15. There are 
several phone numbers to call if you have questions. Not everyone needs to sign up, especially if you 
already have health insurance which includes a drug plan from your previous employer (government 
retirees, union retirees, military retirees). If you need to sign up for a plan, have all of your 
prescription medications handy before you call: 

• 1-800-MEDICARE or 1-800-633-4227 (call any time, any day) 
~ Sage Plus of the Executive Office on Aging at 586-7299 or toll free 1-888-875-9229 
.. Kat Gabriesheski of the Legal Aid Society, Public Benefits at 527-8017 

'.;.';: _J __ 
_Wan 
aW .... atBame --

"JUST AMERICANS" BOOK SIGNING ON MAY 28th 

The April 2006 PPParade featured a book review of "Just Americans: 
How Japanese Americans Won a War at, Home and Abroad", a poignant and 
compelling history of the 100th Inf. Bn.l442nd RCT in World War II. Author 
Robert Asahina will be at the Clubhouse on Sunday, May 28 to sign copies of 
this book (scheduled for release on May 2200

). The book signing will foll6w the 
Family Support Group meeting, which usually ends between 1 :00 pm to 1 :30 pm. 
Mr. Asabina is well-known in literary, :film and theater circles and is the son of a 
Silver Star awardee (Capt. Shoichi Asahina, M.D., 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance 
Squadron, 7th Armored Division, US Army, 1943-1945). 
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SONS AND DAUGHTERS NEWS by DRUSILLA TANAKA 

Mtihalo nui loa to the following donors for their thoughtful gifts 
which were received between March 15 and April 18, 2006: 

For the Veterans Club: 
Mrs. Sharon A. Tsuji $300 in memory of Noboru Kaneko (F & B) 

(Niece of Noboru Kaneko) 

For the One Puka Puka Achievement Scholarship Fund: 
Mrs. Toshiko Fukuda $50 in memory of Col. Young Oak Kim 
Mrs. Elizabeth Takahashi $100 in honor of Kenneth Mitsunaga 
Mrs. Sharon A. Tsuji $300 in memory ofNoboru Kaneko 

For the Puka Puka Parade: 
Mrs. Alma Takata 
Mrs. Sharon A. Tsuji 

For the Building Fund: 

$500 in memory of Yasuo Takata 
$200 in memory ofNoboru Kaneko 

Mrs. Yukie H. Ichikawa $200 in memory of Lt. Kazuma Hisanaga 
(Sister of Kazuma Hisanaga) 

Mrs. Sharon A. Tsuji $200 in memory ofNoboru Kaneko 

For Baker Chapter: 
Mrs. Alma Takata $500 in memory of Yasuo Takata 

For the Sons and Daughters: 
Mrs. Helen Nikaido $50 in honor of Kenneth Mitsunaga 

STANLEY'S CORNER submitted by STANLEY AKITA 
(Editor's Note: By popular demand we have brought back "Stanley's Comer." Many readers told us 
they looked fonuard to Stan's jokes. He takes full responsibility for the content. so I am ojfthe MOle, in 
case anyone gets ojfendedJ) 

This is what marriage is really all about!! 

An old man-ordered onebani6mger;-Oiie oraer-oTFrench fries-and one drink. He 
unwrapped the plain hamburger and carefully cut it in half. He placed one half in 

front of his wife. He then carefully counted out the French fries, dividing them 
into two piles and neatly placed one pile in front of his wife. 

He took a sip of the drink, his wife took a sip and then set the cup down 
between them. As he began to eat his few bites of hamburger, the people around 
them kept looking over and Whispering. You could tell they were thinking, 
"That poor old couple - all they can afford is one meal for the two of them. " 

As the man began to eat his fries a young man came to the table. He 
politely offered to buy another meal for the old couple. The old man said they 

were just fine - They were used to sharing everything. 

The surrounding people noticed the little old lady hadn't eaten a bite. She 
sat there watching her husband eat and occasionally taking turns sipping the drink. 

Again the young man came over and begged them to let him buy another meal for them. This 
time the old woman said "No, thank you, we are used to sharing everything." As the old man finished 
and was wiping his face neatly with the napkin, the young man again came over to the little old lady 
who had yet to eat a single bite of food and asked "What is it you are waiting for?" She answered, 

"THE TEETH." ~ ~ 

~.::;; ~ 

An old nun who was living in a convent next to a Brooklyn construction site noticed the coarse 
language of the workers and decided to spend some time with them to correct their ways. She decided 
she would take her lunch, sit with the workers and talk with them. She put her sandwich in a brown 
bag and walked over to the spot where the men were eating. 

She walked up to the group and with a big smile said, "Do you men know Jesus Christ?" They 
shook their heads and looked at eaCh other. One of the workers looked up into the steel work and 
yelled, "Anybody up there know Jesus Christ?" 

One of the steel workers peeked over and shouted, "Why?" The worker yelled, "His wife is 
here with his lunch." 
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WARNIBG ALERT: 
"VETBRAXS AFFAIRS SERVICES" ORGAIflZATION A 

FAKE 

The Legal Counsel for the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), reports 
that an organization called Veterans Affairs Serviees (VAS) is NOT atmiated with 
the VA nor are they endorsed by the VA to provide any services. 

VAS is providing benefit and general information ori VA and gathering personal information 
on veterans. VAS may be gaining access to military personnel through their close resemblance to the 
VA name and seal. Their website (www.vaservices.orgluslindex.html) can also be confused with the 
actual official VA website (www.va.gov). 

Veterans could very easily think this organization is the actual VA but they may be receiving 
inaccurate or out of date information, or possibly being misled as to their benefits. Allegedly, the 
group is telling troops very little about benefits. Instead, VOS employees are selling or attempting to 
sell financial products and are collecting personal information on the service members for future use. 

The VA already provides official briefings to returning and separating service members on a 
regular basis. ,It is recommended that soldiers who alert or are members of the National Guard, 
Reserve and active duty bases obtain the name and number of the Seamless Transition Coordinator 
and/or Global War on Terrorism Outreach Worker at local Vet Centers. 

The General Counsel (GC) requests that if you have any examples of VAS acts that violate 
Chapter 39 of Title 39 United States Code, such as VAS employees assisting veterans in the 
preparation and presentation of claims for benefits, please contact the following: 

Michael G. Daugherty, Staff Attorney Telephone: (202)273-8638 
Department of Veterans Affairs E-mail: MichaelDaugherty2@Va.gov 
Office of General Counsel (022G2) Official Website: www.va.gov 
81 0 Vermont Avenue, Room 1106 
Washington, D.C. 20420 

THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW TO PREVENT mBNTITY THEFT 
-A~torne"·8 Advice - No Charge 

Read this and make a copy for your files in case you need to refer to it someday. A corporate 
attorney sent the following out to the employees in his company. 

1. The next time you order checks have only the initials of your :first name (instead of your 
fll'St name) and last name put on them. If someone takes your checkbook, they will not know if you 
sign your checks with just your initials or your first name but your bank will know how you sign your 
checks. 

2. Do not sign the back of your credit cards. Instead, put "PHOTO ID REQUIRED" in the 
signature space on the back. 

3 When you are writing checks to pay on your credit card accounts, 00 NOT put the 
complete account number on the ifF or" line at the bottom left of the check. Instead, just put the last four 
numbers of your credit card account as your credit card company knows the rest of the numbers. This 
prevents anyone who might be handling your check as it passes through all the check processing 
channels from having access to your credit card account number. 

4. Put your work phone number on your checks instead of your home phone number. If 
you have a P.O. Box, use that instead of your home address. If you do not have a P.O. Box, use your 
work address. Never have your Social Security Number printed on your checks (OUH!) You can add it 
if it is necessary. But if you have it printed, anyone can get it. 

5. Make photocopies of the contents of your wallet (license, credit cards, etc) - copying 
both the front and back sides. This way, you will know exactly what you had in your wallet as well as 
all of the account numbers, credit card companies and phone numbers to call and cancel. Keep the 
photocopy in a safe place and update as needed. Carry a photocopy of your passport when traveling 
domestically or abroad. If your wallet is lost or stolen, these are the agencies you need to contact: 

lit Equifax at 1-800-535-6265 
lit Experian (formerly TRW) at 1-888-397-3742 
!if Trans Union at 1-800-680-7289 
Jif Social Security Administration at 1-800-269-0271 

- 15-



OFF~E "MAHALO" REPORT MAY 20,06 ISSUE By Amanda. Stevens & Evelyn Tsuda 

We acknowledge receipt of the following donations, with much thanks: 

tOOth Infantry Battalion Veterans: 

Janet Harada -1M of Raymond Harada 
Bob & Kay Ogata - 1M of Masayoshi Ogata 

tooth Infantry Battalion Veterans Scholarship Fund: 

$1.000.00 . 

$100.00 
100.00 

Seie Oshiro - 1M of former squad members Walter Moriguchi, Soichi 
Kikuchi, Yasuo Yasui, Donald "Slue" Nagasaki, Itsuo 
Takahashi, Hiroshi Motoishi 

$100.00 - $499.00: 
Richard & Mildred Hosan - 1M of Col. Young Oak Kim 
Carolyn S, Tani - 1M of James F. Tani 

To $99.00: 
rakeo & Shigeko Azama...,1M of Col. Kim 
Grants received from Sons & Daughters 
Baker Chapter - 1M of Yasuto Furusho 

Building Fund: 

Grant received from the Sons & Daughters 
Grant received from the Sons & Daughters 
Tommy & Barbara Nishioka- 1M of Tom Kaihara 

50.00 
450.00 
100.00 

April has been a very productive month at the lOOIb Infantry Battalion Vete~ Club. Our president. Robert Arakaki, and 
our lil Vice President, Stanley M. Akita.. met with friend Dfthe tOOth Harold Diu, Jr. (1ntemational Rep., 9th District, mEW) 
and Gerald Yuh (IBEW Business Manager, Local 1) 86), They met to discuss another phase of the Building Maintenance 
Project. the electrici!1 needs of the clubhouse. Harold and Gerald checked out the ceiling fans in the lounge and in Turner 

~. ~ ~ ~ -~Wa!h-Theyha\le pledged to--repair or repbtee the eelling~fans and to update the-control panel, free of cbarge. They will aiso 

be doing other electrical assessments in the clubhouse building. The timer light in front of the building bas seen its last 
days. We are so fortunate that Mr. Arakaki's long-time friend (they met in electrical school), Larry Seigaku of Larry's 

Electrical, installed a brand new photo-cell timer to replace the old one as well as two new light tixt1U'es, all for just the cost. 
Now, we don't have to worry about resetting the timer if there is a power surge or for any other reason .. , ,Mother Nature will 
determine when the timer light goes on and off. We are truly blessed. 

Don't forget to send in your 64tll Anniversary Banquet Registrations. Many of you have been very good about sending in 

your applications early this year, .. thank you very much. 

Reminder to descendant members over 18 years old: you are invited to join the lOOCit Infantry Battalion Veterans club for 
just a one-time membership fee ofSlOO or an annual fee oUIO.OO. There are perks to membership; but what you'll fmd 

most rewarding is how YOU can give back to the veterans. We need volunteers for: club activities, giving veterans rides to 
various events, members to serve on committees and $0 mucb more.. If you would like to inquire about becoming a 

member, please call me at 946-0272, 

Plan on bringing your gloves and wearing your "bor" bor6" clothes on Saturday, May 27, 2006, to our Annual Clubhouse 
Clean-up Day. The work day begins at 8:00 am, Lunch will be served at 11:00 am and wi11 kick otT the General 
Membership meeting. 

Poetry Comer '--

2 poems 6y Justin rrerao~ 
(Grandson of Joy & Denis) 

11 yrs. old 
5'h Or .. Pinewood School 

Los Altos. CA 

Winter Mornings 

When I go to school in winter 
Isniff the air 
V cry strongly 

I clutch my books and step outside 
In the cold cosmos out there 

I d.i seem my car getting frosty and 
The lawn getting dewy 

I swaddle my jacket around me tighter 
walking to the car in winter. 

-:16 -

My Life 115 a Leaf 

As I twirl around in the wind 
I float gently down 

While 1 get tossed around in the wind 
I glance at all the leaves around. 

Then a boy rakes me up, 
My body is now in a pile 

I tried to tell him to grow-up 
But the kid just rakes me in denial. 

His dog runs through the pile sending 
Me to freedom in the air 

I fly up ascending 
Now I'm back in midair. 



WADING ALERT: 
"VETERANS AFFAIRS SERVICBS" ORGABIZATION A 

FAKE 

The Legal Counsel for the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA),reports 
that an organization called Veterans Affairs Services (VAS) is NOT atmiated with 
the VA nor are they endorsed by the VA to provide any seniees. 

VAS is providing benefit and general information on VA and gathering personal information 
on veterans. VAS may be gaining access to military personnel through their close resemblance to the 
VA name and seal. Their website (www.vaservices.orgluslindex.html) can also be confused with the 
actual official VA website (www.va.gov). 

Veterans could very easily think this organization is the actual VA but they may be receiving 
inaccurate or out of date information, or possibly being misled as to their benefits. Allegedly, the 
group is telling troops very little about benefits. Instead, VOS employees are selling or attempting to 
sell financial products and are collecting personal information on the service members for future use. 

The VA already provides official briefings to returning and separating service members on a 
regular basis. It is recommended that soldiers who alert or are members of the National Guard, 
Reserve and active duty bases obtain the name and number of the Seamless Transition Coordinator 
and/or Global War on Terrorism Outreach Worker at local Vet Centers. 

The General Counsel (GC) requests that if you have any examples of VAS acts that violate 
Chapter 39 of Title 39 United States Code, such as VAS employees assisting veterans in the 
preparation and presentation of claims for benefits, please contact the following: 

Michael O. Daugherty, Staff Attomey Telephone: (202)273-8638 
Department of Veterans Affairs E-mail: Michael.Daugherty2@Va.gov 
Office of General Counsel (022G2) Official Website: www.va.gov 
810 Vermont Avenue, Room 1106 
Washington, D.C. 20420 

THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW TO PREVENT mENTITY THEFT 
-.. -Attomey'IJ Ac1vIce-No Charg. 

Read this and make a copy for your files in case you need to' refer to it someday. A corporate 
attomey sent the following out to the employees in his company. 

1. The next time you order checks have only the initi,als of your first name (instead of your 
first name) and last name put on them. If someone takes your checkbook, they will not know if you 
sign your checks with just your initials or your first name but your bank will know how you sign your 
checks. 

2. Do not sign the back of your credit cards. Instead, put "PHOTO ID REQUIRED" in the 
signature space on the back. 

3 When you are writing checks to pay on your credit card accounts, 00 NOT put the 
complete account number on the "F or" line at the bottom left of the check. Instead, just put the last four 
numbers of your credit card account as your credit card company knows the rest of the numbers. This 
prevents anyone who might be handling your check as it passes through all the check processing 
channels from having access to your credit card account number. 

4. Put your work phone number on your checks instead of your home phone number. If 
you have a P.O. Box, use that instead of your home address. If you do not have a P.O. Box, use your 
work address. Never have your Social Security Number printed on your checks (DUH!) You can add it 
if it is necessary. But if you have it printed, anyone can get it. 

5. Make photocopies of the contents of your wallet (license, credit cards, etc) - copying 
both the front and back sides. This way, you will know exactly what you had in your wallet as well as 
all of the account numbers, credit card companies and phone numbers to call and cancel. Keep the 
photocopy in a safe place and update as needed. Carry a photocopy of your passport when traveling 
domestically or abroad. If your wallet is lost or stolen, these are the agencies you need to contact: 

[if Equifax at 1-800-535-6265 
[if Experian (formerly TRW) at 1-888-397-3742 
iii Trans Union at 1-800-680-7289 
[if Social Security Administration at 1-800-269-0271 
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OFF~E uMAHALO" REPORT ~ Y 2~06 ISSUE By Amanda Stevens & Evelyn Tmda "-

We acknowledge receipt of the following donations, with much thanks: 

tOOth Infantry Battalion Veterans: 

Janet Harada - 1M of Raymond Harada 
Bob & Kay Ogata - IM of Masayoshi Ogata 

100th Infanta Battalion Veterans Scholarshlp Fund: 

$1,000.00 

$100.00 
100.00 

Seie Oshiro - 1M of former squad members Walter Moriguchi, Soichi 
Kikuchi, Yasuo Yasui, Donald R'Slue" Nagasaki, Itsuo 
Takahashi, Hiroshi Motoishi 

$100.00 - $499.00: 
Richard & Mildred Hosan - 1M of Col. Young Oak Kim 
Carolyn S, Tani - 1M of James F. Tani 

To $99.00: 
rakeo & Shigeko Azama - 1M of Col. Kim 
Grants received from Sons & Daughters 
Baker Chapter - 1M of Yasuto Furusho 

Building Fund: 

Grant received from the Sons & Daughters 
Grant received from the Sons & Daughters 
Tommy & Barbara Nishioka - 1M of Tom Kaihara 

50.00 
450.00 
100.00 

April has been a very productive month at the lOOth Infantry BattalionVetenuls Club. Our president. Robert Arakaki, and 
our I St Vice President, Stanley M. Akita, met with friend bfthe 100th Harold Diu, Jr .. (International R.ep., 9th District, mEW) 
and Gerald Yuh (IBEW Business Manager, Local I) 86). They met to discuss anoth~r phase of the Building Maintenance 
Project, the ele~trical needs of the clubhouse. Harold and Gerald checked out the ceiling fans in the lounge and in Turner 

··~HaHo They have pledged to repair or replace the ceiling fam lUld-to update the control panel, free of (:harge. Tbey will also 
be doing other electrical assessments in the clubhouse buUding. The timer light in front of the building bas seeD its last 
days. We are so fortunate that Mr. Arakaki's long-time friend (they met in electrical school), LIllI}' Sejgaku of Lorry's 

Electrical, installed a brand new photo-cell timer to replace the old one as wen as two new light fixtw'es, all for just the cost. 
Now, we don't have to worry about resetting the timer if there is a power surge or for any other reason .... Mother Nature will 
determine when the timer light goes on and off. We are truly blessed. 

DOll't forget to send in your 64111 Anniversary Banquet Registrations. Many of you have been very good about sending in 

your applications early this year ... thank you very much. 

Remlnder to descendant members over 18 years old: you are invited to join the lOOth Infantry Batta1ioD Veterans club for 

just a one-time membership fee of $100 or an annual fee of $10.00. There are perks to membership; but what you'll fmd 

most rewarding is how YOU can give back to the veterans. We need volunteers for: club activities, giving veterans rides to 
various events, members to serve on committees and so much more.. If you would like to inquire about becoming a 
member, please call me at 946-0272. 

Plan on bringing your gloves and wearing yOW' "briro bcro'clothes on Saturday, May 27, 2006, to our Annual Clubhouse 
Clean-up Day. The work day begins at 8;00 am. Lunch will be served at 11:00 am and will kick off the General 
Membership meeting. 

(Poetry Comer '-

2 poems 6y Ju.stin 'Terao~ 
(Grandson of Joy & Denis) 

II yrs. old 
5'h Or .. Pinewood School 

Los Altos. CA 

Winter Mornings 

When I go to school in winter 
Isniff the air 
V cry strongly 

I clutch my books and step outside 
In the cold cosmos out there 

I discern my car getting frosty and 
The lawn getting dewy 

I swaddle my jacket around me tighter 
walking to the car in winter. 

My Life 115 a Leaf 

As I twirl around in the wind 
I float gently down 

While I get tossed around in the wind 
I glance at all the leaves around. 

Then It. boy rakes me up, 
My body is now in a pile 

I tried to tell him to grow-up 
But the kid just rakes me in denial. 

His dog runs through the pile sending 
Me to freedom in the air 

I fly up ascending 
Now I'm back in midair 



It l"tEN'fIONttt N£\\f TIME FOR 

THE 6EN L MEMBERSHIP MERTINS: 
ITMLLB£61N AT 11:00AM 

(Saturday, May 27,2006 at the 10()th Infantry Battalion Veterans Clubhouse) 

A special meeting of the regular members of the 100th 
Infantry Battalion Veterans will be held at the clubhouse to 
consider Honorary Membership for Graham Salisbury and 
Donald Jones. Details of voting by proxy are shown below: 

1) 

2) 

3) 

PROXY FOR SPECIAL 1v.tEETING - 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans: 

A Proxy vote may be sent in by mail (not e-mail) or faxed in to the office. Our address is 520 
Kamoku St. Honolulu, Hawaii 96826. Our fax number is 946-0273. 

If you choose to vote by Proxy, the person whom you choose to be your proxy must be a 
Regular Member of the 100th and be present at the General Membership meeting, whether you 
fax in or send in your vote to the office or you give your ballot to your proxy in person. 

You may use the form below to fill out your proxy ballot or you" may fill in the same 
information on your own sheet of paper. All proxy ballots must he filled out completely and 
properly. 

_ _----4}~A1lpr-OX): 'VOtes--MIJS'fre-submitted1o-the-oe-noiater than 11 :OOam on Saturday, May 27 , 
2006. Make sure you choose a Proxy who WILL be in attendance at the meeting to represent 
you. A Proxy may represent more than one Regular Member. 

5) A minimum of25 Regular Members must be present at the meeting to reach a quorum. 

If you have any questions, please call the office at 946-0272. 

cut on this line 



I 

I 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR MAY 2006 

Robert Asahina book-signing "Just Americans" ••••• Sunday, May 28 (After Family Support) 
ABLE .......... " .......... " .............. Saturday, May 27 ... " .... " .. "."" ... " .. ""." .. " .. "",, ....... 8:00 am. 
BAKER ....... "." .. " ..... ".".""."",, ....... Saturday, May 20 .. " ......... "." ..... """,, ................ 1 :00 pm 
CHARLffi .. "." .... " ........... " .... " ... Samrday, May 6 ........................ "" ... "" .... " ....... 10:00 am. 
DOG ................................... :Saturday, May 20 .................................... 9:00 am. 
HQ ....... " ......................... " ................................. ~aturday, May 13..... ......... ............... ............ ....... 10:00 am. 
RURAL .............................. Friday, May 19 ........ Leeward CC. . . . . .. . . . .. ....... 11:00 am. 
HA WAIl CHAPTER ............... Thursday, May 25 ... AJA Vets Mem. Hall....... 11 :00 am. 
MAUl CHAPTER ................... Tuesday, May 9 ....... Tokyo Tei Restaurant ....... 11 :00 am. 
BOARD ~ETIN'"G ................ Friday, May 12 ............... " ....................... 10:00 am. 
GREEN THUMBS .................. Monday, May 1.. ..... Lounge ........................ l0:00 am. 
LINE DANCING .................... Wednesday, May 3, 17,24,31. .................... 9:00 am. 

and Wednesday, May 10 .... Maunalani Hospital ...... 9:30 am 
EXERCISE ........................... Wednesday, May 3, 17,24,31. ........................... 10:30 am. 
CRAFTS/CROCHET ............... Tuesday, May 2,9, 16,23,30 ...................... 9:00 am. 
FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP ..... Sunday, May 28 ...... Clubhouse .................... 11:00 am. 
CLUBHOUSE CLEAN-UP ........ Saturday, May 27 .................................... 8:00 am 
MEMBERSHIP MEETING ........ Saturday, May27 .................................... 11:00 am. ,. 
Deadliriefor the PPParade June issue will be May 16,2006. (Please submit articles on time or they 

\ will not be included in the issue.) CoUating wiU be on FRIDA y, May 26. 2006. 8:30 am HQlMedics, 
D Chapters are responsible for providing manpower and refreshments but everyone is welcome to 
kokua. 

Note new e.mail address for PPP: Chapter news and articles (Spam Alert! Show SUBJECT or 
your message will be deleted): joyteraoka@mac.com 
Club business, questions or correspondence, address to: dublOOve!s@vahoo.com 

100th Infantry Battalion'Veterans NON-PROFIT ORG. 
______ ~5~2~OKamo~IS~p.M ------~------------------~--------------~----~ 
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