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Hawai'i's War Veterans and Battle Deaths

T H E 1990 CENSUS reported that Hawai'i had 119,256 veterans in
civilian life, including 87,301 with wartime service. This tally included
132 vets of World War I, 32,551 from World War II, 22,362 who had
served in the Korean War, and 41,860 from the Vietnam Conflict. Out
of the total, 4,876 had been in two wars and 2,364 in three.1 (These
figures, unlike those that follow, include veterans recruited else-
where who moved to Hawai'i after their hitches in uniform ended.)

Veterans of interisland and local wars were common in the eigh-
teenth and early nineteenth centuries in Hawai'i, but veterans of U.S.
conflicts remained rare until after annexation.2

BEFORE 1900

The Revolutionary War ended only a few years after Captain Cook's
voyage, and it is extremely unlikely that any native Hawaiians partic-
ipated in it. A few early foreign residents conceivably could have
been veterans of that war, however. One three-time Island visitor with
a claim to such service was John Kendrick, a privateering captain in
the Revolution, who accidentally was killed aboard his ship at Hono-
lulu in 1794.3

The first Hawai'i-born veteran of a U.S. conflict may have been a
son of John Young who apparently served with the U.S. Navy in either
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the War of 1812 or the Barbary Wars of 1815-1816. Charles H.
Barnard, an Island visitor in January 1816, quoted the senior Young
(a long-time advisor to Kamehameha I) as telling him, "I have a son,
who has just returned from the United States, who is a good seaman,
and has been on board an armed vessel, fighting for free trade and
sailors' rights."4

Another Island native to serve in the U.S. Navy was George Prince
Tamoree, the son of the last king of Kaua'i. Also known as Hume-
hume and George Prince Kaumualii, George in October 1816 wrote
to his father that he had enlisted at Boston and had been wounded
("in my right side with a boarding pike") aboard the brig Enterprise in
its 1813 fight with the Boxer. Later, George added, he had served
aboard the Guerriere at Algiers and Tripoli.5 According to U.S. Navy
records, however, the young prince did not enlist until June 21, 1815,
almost twenty-two months after the Enterprise captured the Boxer and
six months after the war with Britain ended; he was discharged March
25, 1816.6 Although George would thus have missed the War of 1812,
his claim to service in the Barbary Wars (March 1815-December
1816) seems credible.7

Three native Hawaiians served aboard privateers during the War
of 1812: Thomas Hopu, William Kanui, and a brother of the latter.
All three left Hawai'i in 1809, and both Thomas and William
returned in 1820.8

Hawaiian participation in later nineteenth-century U.S. conflicts
was still quite limited. Nothing so far has come to light on Islanders
serving in the Mexican War. About twenty-five Hawai'i residents
(including at least two native Hawaiians) fought with the Union forces
in the Civil War; three of them died in battle and one in a Southern
prison camp. Although an offer to send Hawaiian volunteers to Cuba
during the Spanish-American War was declined by the U.S. govern-
ment, "several Island boys" were among the troops sent to the Philip-
pines in that conflict.10

1900-1949

Approximately 9,800 Hawai'i residents served in World War I,
including almost 200 who joined the British armed forces, many prior
to the U.S. entry into the war. Of the overall total, 102 died—14 over-
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seas during the war, 61 in Hawai'i or North America or after the armi-
stice, and 27 in unknown circumstances. Twenty-two of the 102
recorded deaths occurred among Island residents serving with the
British. Actual battle deaths of persons in the U.S. armed forces whose
preservice residence was Hawai'i numbered six; seven others were
wounded.11

Persons from Hawai'i who either were drafted or otherwise
enlisted during World War II numbered 36,777. Out of this group,
there were 658 battle deaths and 138 nonbattle deaths during the
war.12 These figures exclude nonresident military losses and all civil-
ian deaths suffered in the Pearl Harbor attack. In that action, 2,335
members of the American armed forces, almost all of whom came
from other states, and 68 civilians died.

1950 TO THE PRESENT

Personnel with a preservice residence in Hawai'i who served in the
Korean conflict were estimated at 25,000.14 Those killed in battle
during that war numbered 403; those with nonmortal wounds, 923.
Data for nonbattle deaths by states are unavailable.15

There were an estimated 12,970 Islanders who served in the Viet-
nam Conflict. Among these, deaths from hostile action amounted to
221; all other deaths, to 51.1 6

Through July 31, 1991, a total of 2,839 military personnel whose
home state of record was Hawai'i had participated in Persian Gulf
War operations. There was one death due to hostile action.17

Major American conflicts of the nineteenth and twentieth cen-
turies have thus cost the lives of about 1,600 military personnel from
Hawai'i. Adding the nonresident and civilian casualties from the
Pearl Harbor attack would bring the cumulative total to 4,000 or so.
Either way, the number is sizable.
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