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Figure 1. Honolulu in 1825; reproduced from map drawn by Lieut.
C. R. Maiden of H.B.M.S. Blonde, commanded by Lord Byron. The Blonde
came to Hawaii in 1825, bringing the bodies of Liholiho and his queen,
who had died the year before during a visit to London. Drawn thirteen
years before Honolulu's streets were laid out officially, this map indicates
that very few streets were recognizable in 1825. The road to the north-east
leads to the upper fort on Punchbowl Hill.



HONOLULU'S STREETS

By T. Blake CLARK, Ph.D.

In 1838, just one hundred years ago, English and American
merchants in Honolulu village leaned against their grass-shack
doorways and wondered whose place was going next. Those
kanakas were as busy as devils, pulling up fences, recklessly tear-
ing down or setting matches to "homes" and "business houses"
in the great new project of straightening Honolulu's streets. Like
the cartoon firemen of today who rush into a man's house with
axe drawn and leave his fine furniture a mangled wreck, these
early Hawaiians took more delight in the destructive than in the
constructive changes which they were busy making.

Merchants, especially the English, deplored the whole pro-
cedure. "It's not as if there were no streets in the place," they
complained. "After all, for years there have been what you might
call streets. The Sandwich Island Gazette two years ago even
dignified them with names—as if everybody doesn't know where
everybody else lives anyway !"*

Progress went on in spite of dissenters. Kinau, or Kaahu-
manu II, published the following proclamation:

I, Kaahumanu IT,
do hereby explain to you, O people of the foreign land and also to
those of these islands the work to be done on this year of ours. Here
is the work. I shall widen the streets in our city and break up some
new places to make five streets on the length of the land, and six
streets on the breadth of the land . . . .

That is why some of our streets are closed. Because of the lack
of streets some people were almost killed by horseback riders and the
rulers of the kingdom barely escaped in 1834. . . . Because the streets
lack yards, therefore that may be the reason for the filth and stench
and the too close living that cause people of the city to be sick. Because
of the lack of streets, there is much foul odor to offend the nose,
therefore, perhaps causing dull headaches. . . . Therefore do not hinder
with evil hearts. . . .

Kaahumanu II.

Then the Kuhina Nui added twenty-two names of people who
were to take charge of the new work. The one to head the list
was her husband, Governor Mataio Kekuanaoa. The Governor
threw all his enormous energy into the project. Honolulu was

* In 1825 Bloxam noted: "The streets are formed without order or regularity.
Some of the huts are surrounded by low fences or wooden stakes . . . As fires often
happen the houses arc all built apart from each other. The streets or lanes are
far from being clean . . . "



of
 

B
er

et
an

ia
 a

nd
 w

ha
t 

is
 n

ow
 M

il
le

r 
St

re
et

. 
B

er
e-

ta
ni

a 
is

 
B

ri
ta

nn
ia

 
m

ad
e 

H
aw

ai
ia

n,
 

an
d 

M
il

le
r 

w
as

th
e 

na
m

e 
of

 o
ne

 o
f 

he
r 

co
ns

ul
s-

ge
ne

ra
l. 

N
ot

ic
e 

th
at

M
er

ch
an

t, 
no

t 
K

in
g 

St
re

et
, 

pr
oc

ee
de

d 
to

w
ar

ds
W

ai
ki

ki
.

F
ig

u
re

 2
. 

H
on

ol
ul

u,
 

ab
ou

t 
18

43
, 

w
it

h 
st

re
et

s
id

en
ti

fi
ed

 
by

 
m

od
er

n 
na

m
es

. 
M

ap
 

fr
om

 
ph

ot
os

ta
t

in
 

A
rc

hi
ve

s 
of

 
H

aw
ai

i 
su

pp
li

ed
 

by
 

M
r.

 
M

. 
P

as
ke

-
Sm

it
h,

 
B

ri
ti

sh
 

co
ns

ul
 

in
 

H
aw

ai
i 

in
 

19
33

. 
It

 
sh

ow
s

th
e 

ol
d 

fo
rt

 
w

hi
ch

 
ga

ve
 

F
or

t 
St

re
et

 
it

s 
na

m
e.

F
or

m
er

ly
 

th
e 

B
ri

ti
sh

 
co

ns
ul

at
e 

w
as

 
on

 
th

e 
co

rn
er



going to be a planned town—no more of these corkscrew streets.
Two maps show us what Honolulu was like before Kekuanaoa

began his drastic changes. They were made in 1818 and 1819
respectively. What both show is that there was little orderly
arrangement of houses and streets, and that the bulk of the
population was clustered near the harbor, with a good scattering
along the banks of Nuuanu stream. The 1818 drawing, known
as the Golovnin map because it was done by draughtsman Tabule-
vitch on the voyage of the Russian ship Kamschatka, commander
Golovnin, lists six Honolulu landmarks important in the history
of the city's development. A "white Stone House" impressed the
draughtsman by its uniqueness. The old fort is given the promi-
nent place it deserved, and is called "Akaman's Fort," or "The
Chief's Fort." Then follow in one, two, three order the "House
of the Spaniard Manini," "House of the American ship-builders,"
the wharf or dock, and four clusters of native houses.

In 1819, the year following Golovnin's visit, the French
Captain de Freycinet sailed the Uranie into the harbor. De
Freycinet's visit is memorable for two. reasons. First, he brought
to these shores one of the earliest white women to reach Hawaii.
This was his wife, or, as some think, perhaps his mistress, who
was a stowaway. Women not being permitted to sail on French
naval vessels, she dressed in men's clothing and stayed on the ship
when it left France. And second, de Freycinet had on board
officer Duperrey," who has left us another old drawing of Hono-
lulu. Duperrey's, like the Golovnin map, shows the main settle-
ment to be between Nuuanu stream and the fort, but it also clearly
indicates a popular movement toward the Nuuanu stream. There
are some hundred and thirty-five thatched houses dotting this
area, forty of them right along the edge of the stream. At least
forty more settlers had forded the bridgeless stream and erected
huts on the other side.

One hundred thirty-five houses make a good start. We do
not know how many were added to these during the nineteen
years from the date of Captain de Freycinet's visit until 1838,
but there were doubtless enough to give Governor Kekuanaoa's
men considerable work to make them conform to any strictness
of line.

The situation was almost as if the Governor were starting with


