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Gutierrez raps Speaker
over bills, Votmg record

By Mar-Vic C. Munar
Variety News Staff .
GUAM Gov. Carl T.C.

Gutierrez yesterday demanded N
transparency in the Legislature, ..
saying his office is not being -
promptly given access to legls—._

lative records.

“Invoking the Freedom ofln-

formatxon Act, Gutierrez wrote ‘

to Guam Speaker Antonio R.
Unpmgco asking for coples of
~ the voting records of various
bills passed by the Legislature

durmg .the. J anuary-February'

sessions. .
Apress release from the Guam
Governor's ~ Office

the Legislature appeared to be

hiding the information.”. .

 “In the past, these voting
. records were routinely faxed to

the Governor’ sofﬁceatthesame ,
time that the bills were transmit- -

. ted tothe Governor’s office,” an
irked Gutierrez stated in his let-

said

‘6 .
Gutierrez “was disturbed that " ot

: L“repeated verbal requests”.
" copiesof the votmg récords; bu
‘recelved NnO response.

‘hasthe rightto request‘t‘hemand

Carl T.C Gut/errez

terto Unpmgco “They are pub— —.
lic records; and any. individual. -

obtam ‘a copy, even the Gover:

Guuerrez complamed ha
members of his staff had mad ;

“ltisa sad day when records -
Continued on page 20

In line with Teno-Pepero’s ‘100-day plan’

Dr. Mau P/a//ug, a master nawgator and trad/tona/ /eader works stead//y ona sma/l canoe to be presented

together W/th a Iarger canoe pro;ect by the Caro//n/an s Affairs Office.

™ By LallaC. Younis

Variety News Staff
MARIANAS Visitors Bureau
Managing Director Anicia Q.
“* Tomokane may have sealed
.+ her fate with the Executive
- Committee of Governor Pedro

P. Tenorio’s transition team
. when she challenged the sub-
"¢ committee report on the 1&S
Advertising Agency’s $3.5
million contract.

In a press conference yes-
terday, Executive Committee

RTTTTE T e

Transition Chair Dr. Jose T.
Villagomez branded Tomokane
asone having “no future” with the
CNMI’s tourism agency.
“Itlooks like Mrs. Tomokane is
looking all around the CNMI to
put the blame on this I&S fiasco.
First, it was the former gevernor
Froilan Tenorio, then the present
administration and the legislature
and now the transition commit-
tee. Who is she going to blame
next, the Pope?,” said Villagomez
“She has got to do her _)ob in
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Gov't ‘fast-tracks’

-more

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
ACTING Gov.Jesus R. Sablan
yesterday said the administra-
tion is now reviewing over
3,000 homestead applications
filed by residents of Saipan,
Rota and Tinian.

Sablan said land has already
been identified for the appli-
cants, adding that the admin-
istration “will try its very best
to start giving out lots.”

“This is in line with our
‘First100 Days’ commitment,”
he said, referring to the cam-
paign promises of the Repub-
lican gubernatorial ticket.

Sablan said he has met with
acting Lands and Natural Re-

sources Secretary Bertha C. -

Photo by Laila C. Younis

homesteads

Jesus R. Sablan

Leon Guerrero, and will soon
sign the necessary contracts
for surveying, delineation of
boundary and subdivision of
plots.

The last time a report on
homestead applicants was
made public was in Sept. 1997
when six individuals were is-
sued land deeds by the Board of
Public Lands (BPL).

Aside from being NMI-descent,
applicants are required to build a
house at their expense and to
“consistently occupy it.”

During a three-year period, the
Division of Public Lands (DPL)
will “monitor” the applicant be-
fore the latter qualifies for a deed.

Last August, BPL also granted
deeds to some 15 homestead ap-
plicants.

In addition, BPL also opened
up a 500-hectare portion of
Tanapag to accommodate 50 new
homestead lots.

Brother of Vice
Speaker drowns

By Ferdie de la Torre
Variety News Staft

A BROTHER of Vice Speaker Jesus T. Attao drowned after trying
to rescue his son who was swept by strong water currents near
Managaha Island yesterday afternoon.

Max Attao, who was in his late 40's, was pronounced dead at the
Commonwealth Health Center at 1:39 p.m., according to acting
Public Safety Information Officer Maj. Claudio Norita.

Norita said initial investigation showed that the tragedy happened
while Max and his 18-year-old son were line fishing north of

Managaha Island.

Norita said Max and his son left Smiling Cove Marina at 12 p.m.

aboard a small boat.

As they anchored the boat, Max's baseball cap flew off into the
water, prompting the son to jump onto the ocean to retrieve it.
The son recovered the cap, but the strong currents swept him away

from the boat.

Max threw a life vest at his son, but the latter drifted further away.
At this juncture, Max jumped to rescue him. The son yelled, telling
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‘I&S Tomokane have no future Wlth MVB -- Dr

AnICIa Q. Tomokane
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coming up with a better pre-
sentation to this administration
if she wants the contract to be
signed. The committee has no
interest in the I&S contract, |
except the fact that there is no
contract to speak of and that is
our main concern,” he said.
“And the way this I&S issue §
is being handled, I doubt that k&
she has many friends left as far
as this is concerned. And it is £
also not fair for 1&S, I don’t |
Continued on page 20 i
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PAC NEWSPAPER STACKS

Continued on page 20

B A TOTAL soldr ecllpse can be

* obsérved around the northern

partof South.America. the Car- -

ibbean Sea. the Atantic Ocean
. and the Pacific Oceun, includ-
ing the Marianas tomorrow af-
ternoon (Saipantimé). astrono-

- mers disclosed. '
According to a website
Continued on page 20
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By PAUL SHIN
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -
Former dissident Kim Dae-jung
was swomn in as South Korea's
president Wednesday, pledging
democratic and economic reforms
and a new relationship with com-
munist North Korea.

The inauguration marked the
first transfer of power to an oppo-
sition party in the turbulent 50
years of South Korea’s history as
an independent nation.

“Today is a proud day when a
democratic transition of power is
taking place on this soil for the
first time,” Kim said before some
45,000 invited guests and com-
mon folk at a plaza in front of the
National Assembly building.

Since its founding in 1948,
South Korea has been govemned
by the same conservative politi-
cal groups. And through ost of
those years, Kim, 74, was perse-
cuted as adangerous dissident, an
apostle of democracy in a land of
military dictators.

Among the invited guests were

Py ?-ns.; “

3 ...?A

New South Korean President Kim Dae-jung, right, prepares to shake hands with outgoing President Kim

Young-sam after-being sworn-in at the National Assembly in Seoul, Wednesday. ap
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Kim Dae-jung sworn in

Kim’s three immediate predeces-
sors Kim Young-sam, Chun Doo-
hwan and Roh Tae-woo. Chun
and Roh, ex-army generals, seized
power in a 1979 coup, arrested
the new president on sedition
charges and condemned him to
death.

Kim was spared after interven-
tion by the United States, but spent
15 yearsinprison, exile and house
arrest and survived what he be-
lieves were three assassination at-
tempts by the military leaders who
watched as he took the oath of
office Wednesday.

In his acceptance speech, Kim
renewed his promise that his “gov-
ernment of the people” will not
seek political revenge and will
push democracy and a free mar-
ket economy hand in hand.

“Democracy and the market
economy are two sides of a coin
or two wheels of a cart. If they
were separated, we could never
succeed,” he said.

“Some nations that have re-
jected democracy and accepted
only a market economy have
ended up suffering disastrous set-
backs, as illustrated by Nazi Ger-
many and militarist Japan,” he
said.

Declaring that reviving the
economy is his biggest task, the
new president said a lack of de-
mocracy resulted in collusion be-
tween politics and business in

Continued on page 20

Troops subdue
hijacker, to end

airline standoff

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) - Secu-
rity forces disguised as caterers
boarded a Turkish Airlines plane
Wednesday and captured a Cyp-
riot hijacker who claimed tobe on
a mission from God, television
stations reported.

No one was harmed during the
operation launched after the hi-
jacker refused to surrender and
insisted that the plane must con-
tinue on to Iran, private NTV and
ATV television stations said.

The hijacker, who claimed to
be carrying a bomb in a teddy
bear, hijacked Flight TK-491
shortly after takeoff from the
southerncity of Adanaenrouteto
Ankara, the capital, on Tuesday.

He released 21 of the 62 pas-
sengers after landing in the south-
eastern city of Diyarbakir, the
main city of Turkey's troubled
southeast, where Kurdish rebels
have been fighting for autonomy
since 1984. About 37,000 pcople
have died.

There were still 41 passengers
and five crew members aboard
when he was captured.

The Anatolianews agency listed
four of the passengers as foreign-
ers but it was not known if any
were among those freed. The na-
tionalities of the foreigners were
not immediately available.

State Minjster Refaiddin Sahin
told the Anatolia agency that the

Continued on page 20
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Cop guilty of ‘misconduct’

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
SUPERIOR Court Associate
Judge Timothy Bellas yesterday
convicted a policewoman accused
of stealing government funds and
of misconduct in public office.

Following 4 plea agreement
Bellas ordered PO2 Lourdes C.
Tomei to spend three yearsin jail,
all suspended.

Bellas placed Tomei in three

years’ active probation and re-
quired her to pay $348.54 restitu-
tion to the CNMI Department of
Finance. She was also asked to
perform 200 hours of community
work service.

The police officer was charged
with two counts of theft and mis-
conduct in public office.

Tomei and counsel Brien
Nicholas entered a plea agree-
ment with the government repre-

Agency hiring of nurses
to be gradually stopped

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
ACTING Health Secretary Joseph
Kevin Villagomez yesterday said the
hiring of nurses through manpower
agencies willnot be stopped immedi-
ately but phased out gradually.

“We don’twant todoitdrastically,
otherwise no one would take over,”
Villagomez said,

He said the administration’s plan
regarding thedirecthiring of thenurses
may not require legislation.

Less than half of the 120 nonresi-
dent nurses currently hired through
twomanpoweragenciesalready have
US accreditation and may be hired
directly, Villagomez said.

“Our task now is to find the FTEs
(full time employee positions) for
these accredited nurses,”” he said.

Villagomez at the same time said
the administration’sconcernover the
quality of public health care led to the
decision to do away with manpower

agencies.

“If the nurses are hired through
agencies, the CNMI government has
not much say about the selection
process,” he said.

“What we want is to interview
these nurses directly.”

Members of the Senate leadership,
together with Rota’s municipal offi-
cials and atop adviser of Gov. Pedro
P. Tenorio, have recently expressed
grave concem over the conditions of
the nurses hired through agencies.

At Rota’s heath center, a “health
crisis” was averted only after Rota’s
municipal government and the
Tenorio administration identified
funds to pay the nurses’ salaries.

The Rota health center owes the
manpower agency $111, 853, which
cover four months or nine paydays.

The agency managed to pay the
nurses three months worth of pay-
days, but the nurses have yet to be
paid for the past two pay periods.

Battle of Saipan hero

By Mar-Vic C. Munar

Variety News Staff
US ARMY Maj. Gen. Ralph
C. Smith, who captured Saipan
from Japan during World War
II, died in his sleep last Janu-
ary 21. He was 104.

The San Jose Mercury News
reported that Smith “had a
light lung infection, and he
wasn’t eating.”

“His heart just stopped
(beating),” according to the
January 26 issue of the Mer-
cury News.

Smith made headlines all
over America on Nov. 23,
1943 following the fall of a
Gilbert Islands atoll.

Smith headed the 27th In-
fantry Division which cap-
tured Saipan, the first Japa-

nese-held island in the Allies’
World War Il march across
the Pacific.

During the Battle of Saipan,
Ralph Smith infuriated his su-
perior Marine General Hol-
land Smith who blamed him
for the faulty order received
by the 27th Infantry Division
men in their offensive against
the Japanese forces. This re-
sulted in heavy casualties on
the part of the US forces.

Holland Smith relieved
Ralph Smith from the 27th
Division. Ralph Smith was
sent back to Pearl Harbor.

However, according to Don
Farrell’s book, History of the
Northern Marianas, Army Lt.
Gen. Simon Bolivar Buckner
conducted an investigation of

sented by Assistant Atty. Gen.
Robert Steinborn.

The defendant pleaded guilty
of the charges. '

Bellas said Tomei shall not be
employed by the government for
athree-year period at the Depart-
ment of Public Safety, Labor and
Immigration, Customs in an en-
forcement capacity, and by the
Commonwealth Ports Authority
as a police officer.

“Tomei will not be employed
in any other way in a law enforce-
ment capacity, except for those
positions not involving an en-
forcement capacity such as driv-
ing test examiner or data proces-
sor for Bureau of Motor Vehicle
ordispatcher forcommunications
on the same period,” the judge
said.

Court information showed that
last Oct. 28 the defendant claimed

that she worked overtime in her
capacity as a govermnment em-
ployee while she did not perform
her official duties.

The government paid Tomei
$131.88 forovertime claimed but
not worked, court decuments in-
dicated.

Documents said the officer was
also paid $216.66 for overtime
claimed but not worked last Nov.
5tol16.

AGANA-—The Board of Di-
rectors of the Guam Ship-
pers Association (GSA) yes-
terday authorized its agent
to immediately begin nego-
tiations with Sea-Land and
Matson to lower shipping’

sociation.

The GSA was formed to offer
shippers a vehicle by which they
could use market forces to ob-
tain lower rates, the Associa-
tion said in a news release.

According to its Chairman,
Mark Pangelinan, the GSA
hasnow reached a “critical mass
and represents a substantial vol-
ume of the Guam shipping pub-
lic.” i

“We have surpassed the
threshold that we believe is
required to exert sufficient
market power to offset the ex-

costs for members of the as-

Guam shippers move to stop
‘excessive’ shipping charges

traordinary and unhealthy market

power asserted by the two carri-
ers serving Guam form the U.S.

mainland,” he said.

“We have authorized our
agents to seek competitive bids
from the carriers for the right to
serveour Association’s needsand
look forward to a cooperative and
mutually respectful relationship
with the carriers as we enter this

. process.”

The Association also expressed
gratitude to Gov. Carl Guiterrez
forrecognizing the significant
role that the cost of shipping
plays in the island’s economy
and his efforts to assist ship-
pers in reducing their cost.

Previously, the people of Guam
expended considerable resources
in seeking to lower rates by using
U.S. regulatory and judicial fo-
rums to challenge excessive prof-

its by the carriers.

Those efforts were not only
expensive but nine years later,
they have to conclude, the re-
lease stated.

While GSA and all of the
people of Guam remain hopeful
that this extraordinary effort will
eventually result in the carriers
being required to compensate
the people of Guam for their
excessive charges of years gone
by, itis clear that Gov. Guiterrez
has learned the lessons of the
past.

“In amarketdriven world, it is
the market that must unite and
stand up to the carriers. in this
way, GSA is allowing Guam’s
shippers to put our fate back in
our own hands, not in the
hands of a distant federal bu-
reaucracy. That is the goal of
the GSA,” said the GSA.

dies at 104

Holland Smith’s action, and
concluded that the relief of
Ralph Smith “was not justi-
fied.”

Holland Smith was “preju-
diced against the Army,” ac-
cording to historian Harry A.
Gailey.

Ralph Smith started his 30-
year military career when he
joined the Colorado National
Guard in 1916.

Between wars, he taught
French at the Military Acad-
emy at West point.

Smith also helped negotiate
the establishment of CARE.

The Mercury News, quot-
ing a book by Gen. SL
Marshall, described Ralph
Smith as “rangy and breezy
in nature.”

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
THE SUPERIOR Court con-
victed a’man accused of a se-
ries of burglary and theft
cases, including one at the
Tintan. Department of Lands
and Natural Resources.

Associate Judge Timothy
Bellas in an order issued yes-
terday set the sentencing for
Ricardo M. Borja on April 15.

The Attorney General's Of-

fice charged Borja with three
counts of burglary and five
counts of theft.

The defendant pleaded
guilty to burglary charges. In
return, Assistant Atty. Gen.
Kevin Lynch, on behalf of the
government, recommended
the dismissal of the remaining
charges.

Court information showed
that in March 1995 Borja
broke into the Tinian DLNR

Cffice and stole the cash box
and $2,460 cash and checks.

In May 1995, the defendant
burglarized the Tinian Marine
Stevedore and stole $575 cash.

Court documents indicated
that in July 1995 the defendant
stole $705 cash, bag, credit cards,
papers, passport, purse, and keys
from a vehicle.

Borja also stole $1,250 cash
and a bag from another per-
son, documents said.

March 15 start for 902

may yet push through

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
THE DECISION to begin the

902 talks on March 15, as
urged by the White House,
now rests on the newly formed
CMMI panel, acting Gov.
Jesus R. Sablan said yester-
day.

Sablan, who heads the
CNMI panel, said he still con-
siders it too early to start the
negotiations next month.

But, he added, “if the other
members of the panel are okay
with March 15 then I'll go
along with them.”

“The timetable is still nego-
tiable, and I'm not going to
unnecessary prolong or delay
the 902 consultations.

“The only reason I was re-
luctant to commit the panel to
a specific schedule is because
the panel was not yet estab-
lished,” he said.

“Now that the team has been
formed, if there's a need to
meet (with the White House)
earlier, then we’ll meet ear-
lier.”

Sablan at the same time said
the CNMI panel will soon
communicate officially with
President Clinton’s 902 rep-
resentative, lawyer Edward B.
Cohen, and will begin discus-
sions on the Commonwealth’s

Jesus R. Sablan

agenda.

Besides Sablan, who will
head the panel, Senate Presi-
dent Paul A. Manglona (R-
Rota), House Speaker Diego
T. Benavente (R-Prec. 2,
Saipan), former Supreme
Court associate justice Ramon
G. Villagomez and Saipan
Chamber of Commerce presi-
dent Jose A. Ayuyu have been
asked to join the CNMI’s 902
team.

In addition, Washington
D.C.-based lawyer, Howard
Willens, Rota Mayor Ben-
jamin T. Manglona and Resi-
dent Rep. Juan N. Babauta
were also asked to serve as
advisers.

However, apart from setting

Continued on page 8
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Warrant-less raid in As Liyo

LAST week a woman alleged to be physically and verbally abused
decided to leave their house in Sinapalo Village on Rota because her
live-in partner allegedly kept on harassing her to move out from their
home. She rented a house in As Liyo Village with her one-year-old
daughter hoping to start a new life.
kKK kk¥k kkxk
The 25-year-old woman, who works as a waitress in a restaurant,
carried some of the appliances which she believed belonged to her.
After two days, she was surprised when her live-in partner arrived and
started taking back the things from her rented house.
dokk kkok KK
The woman tried to stop him from taking the things away, but instead
the six-footer live-in partner slapped her on the face and choked her. She
called the police. But the man told her he was not bothered at all since
he had reported ahead that she had allegedly stolen things from their
house.
Kk k kkok kkck
Police officers later came and the man immediately talked with them.
The complainant asked them to telk in English because she. couldn't
understand what they were talking about. One of the officers then
handcuffed her and brought her to a police vehicle. She left the child to
a friend when the officers told her she would be taken to the police
station.
Rkk kkk kkx
On the way to the police station, she begged the officer to bring her
to a clinic for medical examination. The officer agreed and took her to
Rota clinic. A clinic staffer who took pity on her asked the officer why
he had to handcuff the hapless woman. Embarassed, the officer re-
moved the handcuff. After the examination, the woman was investi-
gated at the station and was later released.
¥k¥ kkk kkk
After afew hours, the woman'’s live-in partner, accompanied by three
officers, went back to the As Liyo house. With the help of the three cops
one of whom was in civilian clothes, he took more items from the house.
*kk Kok kkok
She asked him to at least spare the aircon as their child could not sleep
well without it. When he refused, one officer grabbed the aircon.
*KK kK Hkk
Without the aircon and bed, the mother and child were forced to sleep
on the carpet that night. But the sadder part of this saga was that a
centipede bit the child on the forehead and arms. The girl was last
reported to have a high fever.
Fkk Kk kkk
The incident is another example of a domestic violence case. What is
bothersome here is the participation of our police officers. In the first
place handcuffing the hapless woman like a dangerous criminal was
unicalled for. Remember she was the complainant and was even the one
who requested police assistance after she was beaten.
dekk KoKk dokok
Another aspect to look at is that the incident occurred at the woman'’s
house. Assuming that the man earlier filed a complaint against her tor
stealing, didn’t our enforcers realize that the two used to be live-in
partners? That the items might belong to both of them? Is it true that the
man had bzen jobless for a few years while they were living together?
The raid was also conducted without a search warrant. Nothing!
FEKNK kKK kokk
Our sources said the man'’s brother is a police officer assigned at the
Detective Division. We were told that the officer had no direct partici-
pation in the incident. Fine. We trust Rota Public Safety Resident
Director Richard Taisacan’s impartiality. However, a separate indepen-
dent probe is needed to prevent a possible whitewash. Acting DPS
Commissioner Vicente Seman, can you please step into the case, Sir?
AT arecent jury trial in the Superior Court, a piece of man’s ear lobe
was preserved in a jar and presented as evidence against a person
accused of biting the victim. The earlobe in the jar caught the attention
of the jurors, judge, and other people in the courtroom. After looking
at the jar, all eyes were shifted to the victim’s ear.
sk dokk dokk
The victim, who has protruding ears, expressed desire to have a
surgery to fix back the removed ear lobe. But most people in the
courtroom seemed to disagree with hisidea. A clerk of court quipped:
“Man, how I wish to tell him it looks better now. He better ask Tyson
to bite the other ear to make it balanced.”
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c® Letters to the Editor

On the claims of OSHA’s

Dear Editor:

Iread the Monday, Feb. 23 issue of
the Variety on the comments by
OSHA's Frank Strasheim regarding
living conditions of non-resident
workers in the CNML What espe-
cially caught my attention was his
assessment that these kinds of condi-
tions are not seen on the mainland. I
would like to bring the following
facts to Mr. Strasheim’s attention:

I had the opportunity to live in a
caqunty in North Metro Atlanta in
Georgia for a few years.

The main industry in that country
was achicken processing plant oper-
ated by Tyson, the Arkansasindustry
giant. As we may recall, the owner of
Tysonisafriendof PresidentClinton.

The plantemployed mainty Mexi-
can nationals for its labor force.

The poor wages, lousy benefits
and hard work failed to attract any
localsto work inthe plant. Thisinflux
of the local sheriff being one of these
landlords.

These individuals would buy old,
dilapilated house trailers. A 12 feetby
40 feet, one to two bedroom trailer
could be bought for approximately
$1,500.

These trailers were then setupina
field somewhere, forming a small
rural sllum. ‘

The trailers were rented for an av-
erage of $400 plus a month. Utilities
wereincluded,asmanyofthesepeople
did not have the means to pay the
necessary deposit to open an account
with the power company.

One could find up to twelve work-
ers, men, women and children shar-
ing one of these trailers. You can
imagine the living conditions in one
of these “‘communities.”

Violence was an everyday
occurence.

My husband, who worked for the
local prosecutor’s office used to tell
me about the horrible assaults, rapes
and murders occurring in these
cramped living quarters.

These poorpeople worked formini-

FrankStrashelm

mumwages withnomedical benefits
and no health insurance.

They received no housing or food
allowancesorsubsidies. Nobody paid
any attention to the conditions théy
were forced tolivein, andifthey were
hurt on the job, they received a bus
ticket back home to Mexico.

Where was OSHA and the U.S.
Department of Labor? Nowhere to
be seen ar heard!

Once when we visited the city of
Waycross in southern Georgia, we
drove by arestaurant at night, and we
observed some people on the roof of
the building.

My husband notified the local po-
lice as we thoughtaburglary might be
in process.

The local law enforcers explained
that these werenotburglarsbut Mexi-
canemployeesofthe restaurant. They
said that in the summertime their
employer provided living quarters
that were too hot to sleep in, so they
kept their beds up on the restaurant

Continued on page 20

Camacho to Chamber: Take stand on poker

Dear Editor:

Will the Saipan Chamber of
Commerce please rise and take a
stand on the poker monopoly is-
sue? Surely, the Chamber being
the proponent of the free market
system should have a stand.

It cannot remain mum on the
very fundamental issue of free-
dom in the free market system
and enterprise.

It’s gotto have a stand one way
of another.

This is a matter that borders on
morality, antitrust (U.S. Attorney,
how about your stand?) and the
economy, but we have to know
what is the chamber’s position,

Surely, it cannot remain neutral
and it cannot act like the legisla-
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ture have always acted—passing
a law that is in the first place
contrary in all respects to the free
market system, which repeatedly
our lawmakers encourage, (i.e.
development of golf courses, ho-
tels, etc.) except on the poker in-
dustry.

We all cry competition is
healthy and good for everyone
but not in this industry.

So long as there is no competi-
tion in this industry, the industry
cannot adjust to market forces
and ultimately to its demise or
proliferation.

It has not been tested.

Thank you for your atten-
tion and I hope that you closely
examine thisissucas it touches
on the very fundamental issue

FEIL L [

of freedom in the market place.
V.C. CAMACHO

P.S. For Guam readers: I am
referring to a certain law that
limits ownership of poker
machines to about two or three
people and only around 234
machines.

The law gives unfair advan-
tage to people that want to get
into the business.

Lawmakers we can all as-
sume agree that this law is
fair, constitutional and in all
respects good.

Forget the moral side on this,
we will deal with that later,
but let the free maket take its
course or kill the industry.
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Salmonella cases rising

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
SALMONELLA, a bacterial in-
testinal disease, is plaguing the
Northern Marianas more than it
does other Micronesian islands
and the United States mainland.

Figures from the Department
of Public Health indicated that
salmonella cases are higher in
CNMI than in Hawaii, American
Samoa, Guam and the mainland.

The DPH recorded 66 cases of
salmonella, a disease manifested

by an acute inflammation of the
small intestine, last year, which
was slightly higher than the pre-
vious year’s 54 cases.

Percentage difference between
the CNMI and mainland US also
jumped to 103 percent in 1997
from 87 percent during the previ-
ous year.

The public health department is
now looking into the cause of the
disease on the island, while ex-
perts from the Center for Disease
Control in Atlanta is consolidat-

New regsﬂ make HIV test
mandatory for workers

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
NONRESIDENT workers will be
subjected to mandatory HIV and
syphilis tests while private clinics
will not anymore be allowed to issue
health certificates.

Govermnmentis likewise doingaway
with skin tests for a more accurate
screening of the workers’ health.

“Sometimes,skintests shownega-
tive reading but there still is an active
TB. Also, if not placed correctly, the
skintests may provide false reading,”
saidConnie C. GuerreroPublic Health
Liaison Officer of the Department of
Labor and Immigration.

*Skin tests,” she said, “*are not reli-
able.”

Government has issued amend-
mentstohealthscreening regulations
after the Center for Disease Control
confirmed that the rate of tuberculo-
sisintheislandshasdoubled|lastyear.

Theamendments aremeanttocon-
tain tuberculosis, AIDS and sexu-
ally-transmitted diseases.

Under the amendments, a sealed
envelope containing results of a
worker’shealthtests willbe forwarded
by the employer from the private

Inmates to

plant trees

By Rick Alberto

Variety News Staff
SOME 15 inmates fromthe Division
of Corrections will be going to the
Lau Lau watershed areatomorrow to
plant trees as part of the revegetation
program being undertaken by the
Division of Environmental Quality
and the US Department of Agricul-
ture Natural Resources Conservation
Service.

Albert Guerrero, DEQ environ-
mental technician who coordinates
the Friday tree-planting, said it willbe
the first time the inmates are partici-
pating in the project, which started in
September last year,

Guerrero said once a week DEQ
and NRCS staffers and volunteers go
to Lau Lauw to plant acacia trees and
grass in exposed surfaces.

The area being planted is a one-
hectare privately owned lot whose
owner has allowed the DEQ and
NRCS to use it for one of their dem-
onstrations projects.

The project aims to mitigate soil
erosion in the 20-hectare Sabanan
Laolao area of the 320-hectare Lau
Lau watershed.

clinic which conducted it, to
Guerrero’s office.

There, the employer will be asked
pay $20 for documentation prior to
the issuance of a certificate.

This, however, is the procedure if
the tests showed there is nothing
wrong with the worker.

In cases where there are “abnor-
malities,” Guerrerosaidthe concerned
private clinic submits results to the
Commonwealth HealthCenterwhich
then notifies the employer for appro-
priate action.

For their part, workers who have
just arrived in the Commonwealth
will have to report to a doctor for
health screening within 10 days of
entry.

Guerrerosaid this measure isbeing
taken as “many of employees are
coming in with diseases.”

She said workers could not be
stopped from having prior health
screening before leaving their coun-
try of origin since in most cases these
countries already have existing regu-
lations requiring such tests.

ing efforts with the DPH.
As in any intestinal disor-

ders, salmonella poses greater

risks among infants and chil-
dren, while dehydration
among infants is believed to
be severe.

As it is in other countries,

salmonella cases are higher
duringthe rainy season since rain-
fall may trigger activities among
its bacterial carrier.

Health experts said food-
borne diseases are at least 300
times more frequent that they
are reported, stressing the need

for cnvironmental sanitation
and personal hygiene.,
Spread of the discase is also
prevented through proper food
preparation. The disease is
also manifested by the sudden
onset of headache, abdomina:
pain, diarrhea and hausea.

22 COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS
A DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND IMMIGRATION
DivisioN oF LABOR

SAIPAN, CNMI

PusLic NoTICE

ATTENTION: JOY VILLAMOR RAVELO
‘Labor Case No. 93-340

The Department of Labor and Immigration has lost contact with the above-
named nonresident worker.

Mr. Joy V. Ravelo is hereby notified to appear at the Department of Labor and
Immigration, Hearing Office, 2nd Floor Afetna Square Bldg., San Antonio,
Saipan. Failure to appear within twenty (20) days after posting of this notice
will result in dismissal of the above-Labor case and an Order of Repatriation.

Dated this 6th day of February, 1997.

= lC

Hearing Offiler

Furnish your home for half the price in February!

We want your business!

B A,-':‘.'-n«" - ML;,@L 2
Yeenr:

1 *50% off First
| Month's Rent
previously rented

product.

IRED OF CREDIT HASSLES?
% No Repair Bills
B No Security Deposit
B No Credit Check

® No Long-Term Obligations

Middle Road, Gualo Rai . ' -
“nextfoSubway ny
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Proposal to name Admin bldg
after the late Juan A. Sablan

By Rick Alberto

Variety News Staff
THE ADMINISTRATION
‘Building. the scat of the ex-
ccutive branch, is being pro-
posed to be renamed as the
Honorable Juan Atalig Sablun
Memorial Building to honor
the first Micronesian of
Chamorro ancestry to be ap-
pointed as deputy high com-
missioner of the Trust Terri-
tory Central Government of
the Pacific Islands.

The proposal is contained in

House Bill 11-99 introduced
recently by Rep. Jesus T.
Attao.

Atalig was appointed by
President Jimmy Carter in
January 1978 to the second
highest position in the central
government which had admin-
istrative jurisdiction over the
Marshall Islands, Ponape,
Kosrae, Truk, Yap. Palau and
the Northern Mariana Islands.

He was deputy high com-
missioner up to 1981,

The Administration Build-

ing used to serve as the cen-
tral government headquarters.

The bill designates the gov-
ernor to prepare a plan of dedica-
tion within a reasonable period
after the bill becomes a law.

The bill also requests the gov-
emor to buy a bronze plate bear-
ing the new building’sname, with
the money taken from his rep-
resentative allowance.

The bronze plate shall be ac-
cordingly permanently inscribed
on the wall of the Administration
Building.

Gamblers’ mentality made some
susceptible to Nigerian fee scam

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
CONSUMER counsel Diane
McDevitt said the  Nigerian
advance fee fraud schemes
become apparently successtul
becuuse of the investors’
“wambler’'s mentality.”

McDevitt said AFF victims
were made to believe that they
can continue to recoup their
losses by continuing to play
out the deal.

“This strategy, of course.
result in more losses for the
victims.” she said.

She added that AFF perpe-
trators are rarely prosecuted,

citing a report from US au-
thorities which said only 5-10
percent of the victims are
likely to come forward to re-
port the incident.

McDevitt rooted this down
to the victims’ fear of having
been prosecuted under exist-
ing US laws. while adding that
victims normally keep mum
due to embarrassment.

At least one US court has
upheld civil forfeiture pro-
ceeds attributed to an AFF
scam.

“Advance fee fraud schemes
are only limited by the AFF
criminals’ imagination. In ad-

dition to the over-invoiced
account scam, AFF perpetra-
tors routinely carry out scams
based on contract fraud which
is normally cash on delivery,”
McDevitt said.

The AGO said other
schemes perpetrated by the
AFF syndicate include hard
currency conversions or black
money, and the sale of crude
oil at below market prices.

CNMI consumers who may
have received recent com-
munications or letters from Ni-
geria related to money fraud are
urged to report to and contact
AGOQO’s consumer counsel.

The Department of Public Health and Labor and
Immigration are reyuesting the assistance of the
general puhllc in Iocatmg the following individual:

A quarantine order was issued for Minghua, Jin on 2/10/98

Minghua, Jin has a communicable disease and is highly contagious.
She is a serious health threat to the citizens of the CNMI. Any
information as,to her location should be forwarded to the following:

MINGHUA, JIN

Date of Birth 8/20/68

Public Health Liaison Office 664-3168
Chest Clinic 234-8950 Ext. 2056 or 2138

learn from the slump

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
BANKS, which have avery conservative market perceptlon, '
will weather the ongoing economic.slump. plaguing the
Northern Marianas economy as they learn hard lessons from
the crisis, a senior bank official disclosed. '

And while economists predict a conservative year—long
recession that will affect majority of busmesses on the
island, the banking sector, as well as other fmancral msntu-
tions, will remain standing still. "~ 0

Bank:of Saipan chief executive officer Tomas B. Aldan
said banks have made good profits durmg the past years,

adding that the sector is expected to mamtam an upward

trend. :
. “The: bankmg mdustry is stﬂl healthy and so long as it

remains in a pretty good situation, there'is not much to.

worry about,”. -Aldan told Variety.

And despite- the. crisis, bankers belle\?e there wefe hard
“lessons to“be: Iearned from the ‘economic’ turmorl whrch-

should set back economic gams of the Commonwealth.”

The turmoil’s aftermath may see the institution of several '
measures to strengthen prudential rules, \including tighter:
reportorial requirements for banks, guidelines for asset

valuation and loan- loss provisions, and measures to curb

insider abuse.

Many bankers believe the crisis could Iead to a more’
resilient banking system and a stronoer credlt culture among
borrowers. :

Aldan said non- performmv Joans have always been at- -

tached to the banking industry, adding that every bank, in

one form or-another; has been confronted with such mdus~ :

try-related problems.

.But he promptly added that non- performmg 1oans have an
impact on a bank s gxowth espe01ally when an. msututwn
“has a lot of it.”

~ “Itrenders banks 10 put in more resources, as n result toa
cut down on dividends and lesser value .of stocks " he
explained. :

He said, however, that non- performing loans are not much
of a problem in the Northern Marianas.

“We don’thave much. People here know how to pay when

they have to pay,” he said, citing an 1n31gmfrcant number of .

non-performing loans on the island.

Aldan also downplayed the negative effects of the entry of
bigger banks into the Commonwealth market, saying there
are more good things than bad things about competition.

“We will feel the pinch (of bigger banks’ entry), but right
now, we don’t see the impact. Maybe down the line we will
notice it better,” he said.

He pointed out that existing banks will always feel the

pressure whenever there is a new player in the market but

stressed that it should serve as a challenge to members of the
business community in terms of coming up with various
strategies to attract customers and clients. _

Indeed, banking officials believe more banks would mean
lower interest rates since the market will be able to provide
more avenues for personal and commercial loans.

The entry of new banks in the Northern- Marianas is
expected to make the banking industry more competitive
which can lead to lower interest rates.

Economists have predicted more activities in mutual fund
brokerage and in the stock market, citing the presence of
some US-based financial institutions on the island.

Banking director Oscar C. Camacho previously said a
healthy competition is brewing up in the banking industry
with the entry of foreign banks into the CNMTI-such as the
First Hawaiian Bank and the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank-
ing Corporation, -

The Department of Commerce earlier noted an increase in
bank assets from $530,917 during the third quarter of 1996
to $540,211 last year, representing a 1.8 percentjump from
the previous tally.

Banking experts have expressed optrmxsm that total loan
deposit ratio could still improve with the entry of new banks
into the Northern Marianas.

AUTOMATIC

Busy schedule? You still have plemy of time to place a classified ad.
Just fax your ad copy to 234-9271. It'sa qmck and easy way to sell your
unwanted items for quick cash. If you don’t have access to a FAX

machine. Call 234-9797/6341/7578 and a representative will

SELLER MACHINE Warianas %I‘ict
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DFW: says Mayor should find
resources to transport goats

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
NORTHERN Islands Mayor Joseph
T. Ogumoro should find his own
resources to transport goats from his
jurisdiction to Saipan and have it sold
to finance development projects.

“I admire the mayor’s concem. [
also admire his vision, 1 totally sup-
portit,” said acting Fish and Wildlife
Director Richard Seman.

“But,” he stressed, *“‘we wish he
could proceed withitand not wait (for
us).”

*‘He should find resources and get
it done.”

Seman’s remarks stemmed from
DFW’s ongoing “population reduc-
tion” of goats on Sariguan Island
following astudy that finds the feral
animals’ overwhelming presence
there is posing a threat to the place’s
ecologicdl balance.

Ogumoro has expressed reserva-
tiononthe operation saying the goats,
instead of being euthanized, should
just be transported to Saipan and be
soldsorevenues generated could help
finance his projects in the Northern
Islands.

Seman insisted though that funds
forthe project did not cover transpor-
tation expenses for the feral animals.

Ogumoronevertheless said he will
be ready to coordinate with DFW
once the latter proceeds with a similar

‘DOLI looks -
for runaway
worker with
.ltubercu1031s

By Jolo Dass

Variety News Staff

GOVERNMENT operatives are
hunting down a 30-year old Chinese
worker who recently ran away from
heremployeraftertestsshowedshe is
afflicted with tuberculosis.
The extent of Ming Hua Jin’s infec-
tion could not immediately be deter-
mined but public notices posted by
the Department of Labor and Immi-
gration said she is a “‘serious threat...
highly contagious.”

Jinhasbeenontheisland formerely
three montis, according to Connie C.
Guerrero, DOLI's Public Health Li-
aison Officer.

This has raised questions on the
credibility of health screenings given
to workers leaving China for over-
seas employment.

Jin, who used to work at Sako
Garments Manufacturing Co. in San
Antonio, fled her employer repoit-
edly after being informed that a plane
tickethas beenacquired forherretum
to China.

“She was at her barracks (workers
quarters)andshe ranaway. Whenher
employer came to give the plane
ticket, she was not there,”suaid
Guerrero.

Guerrcrosaid authoritieshave been
receiving phone callsfromconcemed
individuals about Jin's supposed
whereabouts.

“We are investigating each and
everyone. People say they have seen
here and it (location) is everywhere,
not just one certain place,” said
Guerrero.

She said the areas named by phone
callers have already been put under
surveillance.

She refused to divulge more.

Sources however said these in-
clude quarters of Chinese workers.

Mayor Joseph T. Ogumoro

operation in other parts of the island
chain.

Seman meanwhile said DFW will
have to reassess the activity.

He explained that support from
Ogumoro and other concerned gov-
ernment agencies fizzled out as the
project kicked off last January.

“Maybe what we need to do now
before we proceed is to look and see
what it is they (Ogumoro and other
officials)wantorhope forustodothat
we did not address,” he said.

*“The bottomline is we have ahuge
responsibility to the ecology of those
islands... there is no better move now
thantodosimilaroperations,” Seman
stressed.

Bellas cites Nabors for contempt

By Ferdle de la Torre

Variety News Staff
SUPERIOR Court Associate
Judge Timothy Bellas issued
yesterday an order sentenc-
ing former Tinian official
William B. Nabors for ig-
noring a court order.

Bellas handed a three-day
jail term, all suspended,
agairst Nabors after the
court found him in contempt
during Monday's hearing in
connection with a 1986 civil
case,

Bellas said the condition '

of the suspended sentence
was that Nabors should turn
over all of the documents
required in the court’s Jan. 5
order to S. Joshua Berger,

“counsel for plaintiff Com-

monwealth Bank Northern
Marianas Islands.

“If all of the documents -

are not turned over, plaintiff
need only file a declaration
and the court will order the

Judge Timothy Bellas

incarceration of defendant
(Nabors), the judge said.

Court documents showed that
the Commonwealth Bank sued
Nabors and two other plaintiffs
to recover money due under a
promissory note.

On May 4, 1983 the Com-
monwealth Bank loaned Nabors
$2,000 pursuant to a promis-
sory note, documerits said.

Plaintiff asked the court to
hold the defendant in contempt

for failing to comply with
the terms of the court order
entered on Jan. 30, 1987.

The court ordered Nabors
to pay $200 per month be-
ginning April 1, 1987 until
the judgment and interest of
9 percent is paid and satis-
fied.

“Nabors payments have to—
talled $800. The last pay-
ment received was Aug. 5,
1987. The defendant con-
temptuously disobeyed order
by not making payments,”
plaintiff said.

The court required Nabors
to appear and answer ques-
tions concerning any assets
which he may have to satisfy
the judgment rendered
against him,

Plaintiff said a monetary
judgment of $3,908 was en-
tered against defendant in
1986 and nothing has been
paid since Aug. 1987.

Keep Saipan Clean & Beautiful

THE POWER OF

TELENT QU l_[‘\u.l_l_

CHOICE

* not exactly as shown
* gquantities limited to stock en hand

VLA™

By: INTELLICHOICE

- LOCATED ON AIRPORT ROAD
NEXT TO THRIFTY CAR RENTAL

Tel. 234-0173

AIRPORT

Airport Rd.

| THRIFTY | | KEICO

L\.LL_ Q WCTClIE

THE POWER OF CHOICE
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The Around the Islands section covers community stories,
local events, and cultural activities. Should you havea
story you would like to share, or an event that needs to

be covered, contact Laila at 234‘6341

National Park Art contest open to NMI reSIdents

THE ANNUAL**Arts for the Parks™
art competition, coordinated by the
National Park Academyof the Artsis
currently underway and the Com-
monwealth Council for Arts and
Culture has recently received appli-

cation forms for interested partici-
pants.

The National Park Academy’s
“Artsforthe Parks” seeks toassist the
National Park Service in bringing
attention to the importance of our

National Parks, the CCAC said in a
news release.

The Academy is accepting two
dimensional artonly, sizesnot smaller
than three hundred square inches nor
larger than six hundred and sixteemn

DCCA Patrick Onopey and CAO Gene Igisomar start work on carving a small canoe at the Carolinian Affaors

Office in Garapan yesterday.

Photo by Laila C. Younis

square inches.

Qil, watercolor, scratchboard,
gouache, acrylic, alkyd, tempera,
mixed media, pastel, pencil, pen and
ink are the only acceptable media.

No photography, sculpture, prints
or computer generated art will be
acoepted.

The subject matter must be taken
fromany National Park located in the
United States or it’s territories.

In the CNMI, this would be the
AmericanMemorial ParkinGarapan.

Subjects may include landscape,
wildlifeandhistory represented within
the areas govemed by the NaUOnal
Park Service.

All floral, fauna and geography

must be indigenous to the park de-
picted.

The submissionof twoslides of the
work is required.

The deadline for postmark of the
work is June 1, 1998,

The Academy will be representing
numerousawardsranging from $500
cash awards to $50,000 purchase
awards.

For complete application forms,
fee information, awards and rules,
please visit the office of the Com-
monwealth Council for Arts and
Culture, located in Capitol Hill next
to the Post Office.

Forms are also available via the
internetatwww.arisfortheparks.com.

Saipan FEMA office
to close on Sunday

THE DISASTER Field Office
{DFO), center for disaster re-
sponse and recovery opera-
tions for thefederal Emer-
gency Management Agency
(FEMA) and the Common-
wealth, will close at 5 p.m.

NMC sponsors ‘Poetry Alive!”

By Laila C. Younis

Variety News Staff
THE Northern Marianas Col-
lege of Education is sponsor-
ing “Poetry Alive!”, an excit-
ing and dramatic performance

of poetry, according to Inter-
national Reading Association
President Dr. Nancy Flood.
“The performers are arriv-
ing from the mainland and
their group ‘Poetry Alive!’ is

based there. It will be theatri-
cal performance of poetry,
adding drama, humor and
fun,” said Flood.

“For anyone looking for a
good show, this is it. We are

release from the school said.’

-l pm.to4pm.

. The registration will begm
from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m: andfrom'

Children requxred to reglster otherwxse be placed in stand -by:

WSR Kindergarten regmtratlon’:opens "

WILLIAM S. Reyes Elemen-
- tary School Kindergarten regis-

tration for98-99 school yearwill .

‘commence on ‘March 01, 1998

'should be 5 years old on orbefore .
August31, 1998 andarestaymgm
- tbefollowmg amas Cha}anKanoa_

child to be officially. regxstered e
“be April 30,1998.

« Birth Certificate
Health Certificate

éﬁard:ansthothérmanpamnts
Last day for: reg:stzanon will

Acting Finance Secrelary Esther Calvo and Tax & Revenue Acting Director Roman Reyes (middle) yesterday
receive the $8.5 million check from the Bank of Saipan Chief Operator Herb Flores as a payment for the
income tax obligations incurred by the late Larry Hillblom.

Pholo by Ferdie Dela Torre

only charging $5.00 admis-
sions, $2.00 if you are a stu-
dents and free admission if
you are an IRA member,” she
said.

According to Flood, there
also will be IRA meetings and
book sales after the perfor-
mances.

Flood also pointed out that
there will performances for
public schools, teachers and
NMC faculty and the NMC
School lab.

“Students will be able to ex-
perience the dramatization of
an assortment of poetry and
see how fun and exciting po-
etry can be,” she said.

The schedule for perfor-
mances starts open to the pub-
lic on Wednesday, March 4th
at the Multi-purpose building
or the Joeten-Kiyu Library
conference room at 3:30 p.m. to
6:00 p.m..

The performances for NMC
faculty and mentor teachers are
on Thursday, March 5thfrom 4:00
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the Joeten-
Kiyu Library conference room.

On March 6th, Friday, the per-
formances are for the NMC Lab
School students and teachers from
2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the
Joeten-Kiyu Library conference
room.

The “Poctry Alive!” perfor-
mances, demonstrations and Men-
tor Teacher workshops have been
funded by the Fund for the Im-
provement of Postsecondary Edu-
cation.

For more information, con-
tact the NMC College of Edu-
cation,

Sunday, March 1, FEMA and
Commonwealth officials said.

But FEMA representaitves
will be on island for one week
after the DFO closes to handle
appeals of decisions on hous-
ing assistance for Saipan’s
applicants.

The IFG Helpline, which di-
saster victims may call to
check on the status of applica-
tions for assistance from the Indi-
vidual and Family Grant Program
(IFG), also will continue to op-
erate after the DFO is closed.

The helpline; 664-0383 -is
open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Saturday.

CNMI will take over opera-
tion of the IFG Helpline on
March 13.

The registration deadline for
Supertyphoon Paka was Mon-
day, Feb. 23.

March .

Continued from page 3

a date for the 902 talks, the
federal and the CNMI panels
are also’in apparent disagree-
ment on what issues should be
discussed.

Citing persxbtent reports of
labor, immigration and tariffs
abuses, White House wants the
talks focused on how to phase-
in federal immigration and
minimum wage laws. ‘

But Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio
has said that the CNMI panel
will raise its own “points for
discusston,” particularty the
need for continued local con-
trol over immigration and
minimum wage.

The 902 talks are named af-
ter the Covenant’s Section
902, which provides for con-
sultations between the Com-
monwealth and federal gov-
ernments on matters affecting
them.

The Covenant is CNMI's
basic political document, and
governs the Commonwealth’s
relationship with the United
States.
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variety of other ceremonies..

. . )
Benson receives CCAC’s
14

Best Show’ award

THE COMMONWEALTH Council for Arts and Culture recently
opened the “2nd Annual Photography Exhibit” at the Gallery for
Arts and Culture on Capitol Hill, which features the work of amateur
and professional photographers from the Northern Marianas.

The “Best of Show™ award was recently instituted for exhibits at
the gallery and it was presented to photographer Del Benson for his
beautiful work titled “Doves of Peace in Motion.”

Though madny pieces in the ehibit were considered for the award,
the panel of judges felt that the quality, artistry and technical merit
| of the “Doves of Peace in Motion” was most deserving of the award,

the CCAC said in a news release.

Benson has resided in the CNMI for nearly a decade His fine
photographxc works have been featured in numerous publications
and have been used for numerous print advertisements and cam-

-paigns and grace public and private collections.

Benson is also a very active event and portrait photographer,

regularly commissioned for family, wedding, spec1al event and a

The- public is invited to visit the “2nd Annua] Photography
Exhibit.” Admission is free and hours are 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday
through Friday and 9 a.m. to | p.m. on Saturdays.

For further information, you may contact Tina Wabol Foster,
‘Angel Hocog or Robert Hunter at 322-9982 or 322-9983.

CCAC gallery.

' Local Photographer Del Benson poses by his award-winning plece‘
‘Doves of Peace in Motion’.. The award was presented at the 2nd
Annual CCAC Photography Exhibit being held until Feb. 27th at the

PAWS sponsors pet clinic

PAWS (Pet Assistance and
Welfare Service), anon-profit
organization is once again
sponsoring a low-cost immu-
nization clinic for immuniz-
ing dogs and cats, puppies and
kittens.

Dr. Kevin Malakooti, from
the Animal Medical Clinic on
Guam, is coming to vaccinate
dogs and cats on Saipan at a
very low cost.

All charges are subsidized
by PAWS and below the cost
of the vaccine alone, PAWS
said in a news release.

This clinic is the third in a
series of four and will be held
Sunday, March 1st at the 4-H
Club House located on the

beach across from Marianas
High School.

Because of the long waiting
period, the clinic will be lim-
ited to immunization, dew-

orming and/or heartworm or

feline leukemia testing only.
No other services will be per-
formed.

Also, registration will be
from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. No
animals will be registered in
the afternoon.

However, PAWS will con-
tinue to service all animals
registered before noon until
all are seen.

PAWS is sponsoring these
clinics to “Help man's best
friend feel better.”

Literacy is ADVANCEMENT.

The Around the Islands section covers community stories,
local events, and cultural activities. Should you have a
story you would like to share, or an event that needs to

be covered contact Lailaat 234—6341

IT&E donates to Red Cross Wa]k a-Thon

FOR A numberofyears, IT&E over-
seus, Inc., has been a supporter of the
AmericanRed Cross Walkathoncon-
tributing thousandsof dollarstospon-
sortheeventandthenonthedayofthe
event also physically operating and
aid station to provide refreshments to
the tired and hot walkers.

This year, IT&E again stepped up
to provide the challenge when
Supertyphoon Keith hit Saipan,
Tinian and Rota with a donation of
$20,000 cash to the Supertyphoon
Keith Disaster Relief Operation.

IT&Ealsodonated calling cardsto
the disaster relief operations for oft-
island disaser workers to call home
during the holidays.

And once again, IT&E has joined

Red Cross as the first official sponsor
of the 12th Annual Walkathon with a
donation of $2,000 to help cover the
cost of the event.

IT&E has also committed to man
an aid station along the new route on
Saipan Beach Road Pathway.

"It is the sponsors such as IT&E,
who are generous and consistent in
their giving, thatmake the work of the
Red Cross possible cach year,” said
Watkathon Committee Co-chair, Jeff
Boyer.

Events such as the 12th Annual
Walkathon raise funds to support the
chapter in its programs, which in-
clude Single Family and Large Scale
Disaster Relief, Disuster Prepared-
ness and Education, Armed Forces

Emergency Services and Health &
Safety Education.

The 12th Annual Walkathon is
scheduled for Saturday, March2§,
1998 to celebrate month of March as
Red Cross Month.

The Walkathon will follow a new
route along the Saipan Beach Road
Pathway.

> Community leaders, busi-
nesses, students, government
employees and private sector per-
sons are encouraged to join IT&E
in their support of the American
Red Cross.

Walkers may obtain Walkathon
forms at the IT&E office in San
Jose or for other locations please
call the chapter at 234-3459.

Walkathon Committee Chair Tracy Guerrero (right) and Co-Chair Jeff Boyer (left) accept the $2,000 donation

from IT&E Lupe Flores yesterday The Walk-a-Thon is scheduled for March 28th.

Random Prizes* Can include:

i 12 Sea Star Fishing trips for two
& 6 two for one’s at Coconut House

i 12 Bettlenut Seediings
i Lots of T-Shirts & Hats

& Gift Certificates
& |sland Soda

& Balloons for the Kids

& Hula Girl Icecream & Popcorn

Photo by Laila C. Younis

Event Supported by:
Shell Marianas
Mar-Pac
IM Wholesale
Sea Star Inc.
Suigun Plant Center
Island Souvenirs
Hula-Girl lcecream
Coconut House

IDC Shell is across the street from Pizza Hut & First Hawaiian Bank
*Prizes are handed out with every $10 cash purchase
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2= PaciFiCc MEDICAL CENTER

PPP 131 Middle Road
Saipan, MP 96950

Tel. No. 670-233-8100

HEALTH CLEARANCE EXAM
HIV

CHEST X-RAY

All with compliance with the
Emergency Regulation and the CDC

$100.%
NO APPOINTMENT

S s

-3 Fh RIS T i L er "

Monday-Friday 8:00AM-6:00PM
Saturday 9:00AM-3:00PM

]} -m.
,, DOWNTOWN
MARKET

<——to LOWER BASE MIDDLE ROAD

Dﬁ
GASOLINE
STATION

PACIFIC
MEDICAL
CENTER

HAPPY
MARKET
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By Zaldy Dandan
. Varely News Staff

the Legislature’s leadership, the

: Benaventc(R Pxec 2, Salpan) saxd
yesterday. :

e prOJeCt, butthe Iﬁglslamne stillhas

. reviewit,"hesaid. “That’sagiven.”

the House of Representatives, -

: theotharlegxslators are told thatthe
" CNMI doesn’t have to- guarantee
: anything unless the projecz has al-
. xeady been constructed.
" Under the proposed memoxan

dum of agreement(MOA), Cunard
‘Hotel - Company—the new_com-
pany fo be formed by Kvaemer,

- beth 2 (QE2); and SeaTel—will

-~ whichinvolvestuming theé*‘world’s
- most famous ship” into a hotel..’

“askedto guamntee the $5.5 million

g mﬂhorx.

»‘Benavente “the only time we get

_and other neoessary mfrastructure

QE2 plan « enJoys SIIPPOI't
Dbut still needs areview

| DESPITEthesupponglvehtoxtby .

. proposed $313 millionQueenEliza-
- beth 2 hotel, resort-and entertain- -
- ment complex project will still go * | &
_.thxough legislative scrutiny: andre-.
“view, House: Speaker Diego T. =

to approve it and we still have to

7 Diego T. Benavente

- Benavente said he himself isnot -
'sune whethier the project proposal
“hastherequired backingof2/3ofall
_themembersofboththe Senateand . the Puerto Rico- dump—which
© - would have cost the-CNMI $25
But the speaker said he expects ~ million—and will give the Com-
“more support for the project once’
E newlocalcoxpomnon,Salmeon-
.vention Center, Inc. - -

(CDA)isalready dmfnnganMOA

parentcompanyoftheQueenEliza-
, * Legislature for its approval, to-
~float bonds to finance the project, *

- and submergedland leases for the

‘The CNML, for its part; will b

- history.
;mtenest payments for the bonds for

* the next 10 years, ora total of $55 .

* However, accordmo Sto
" terday.
,ourselves oomnutted is'whenithe .
Tandscaping, the ‘building of the
..convenuonoenter,thedoclqngarea ;

* company,”MarkJ. Gustavson; -

- -when asked on Sea’I‘el’s status

arealready completed.” - 3
-+ Inaddition, Cunard will cleanup

monwealth a 15 percent stake in'a

“We need this kind of aboost for
the economy,” Benavente said.

He added that the Common-
wealth Development  Authority

for the project. -7 -
The MOA would then go to thc

getherwiththeneeded publiclands

project, which is quite possibly
the largest of 1is kmd in CNMI

A Florxda«bdsed company, :
SeaTel was set up four months;
ago, which is why it is still not
listed, the Variety was told yes-

“It's a real- and legitimate,

the Senate’s chief of staff said,

Tanap ag cleanup to
lead to bigger event

By Rick Alberto

Variety News Staff
THE Tanapag Beach cleanup
on March 7 will be a prelude
to the “big event,” which is
the island-wide cleanup activ-
ity on April 25, Earth Day, the
Division of Environmental
Quality said.

The Earth Day is the culmi-
nation of the Environmental
Awaresness Week which falls
on April 19-25.

DEQ’s Kathy Yuknavage,
who coordinates the monthly
cleanup activity every first
Saturday, said they hope to
drum up support for the EAW
with the March 7 cleanup.

“This month’s cleanup is
justthe prep forthe bigevent,”
Yuknavage said.

Yuknavage said the cleanup
in Tanapag will cover the arca
from the beach fronting the
meeting hall up to the beach

fronting Hotel Nikko, as well
as the Tanapag residential
area.

Tanapag village residents
have been invited to partici-
pate in the cleanup.

“We welcome all those who
are interested in preserving
this beach front area to join
us, as well as Tanapag village
residents who have been so
uctivc in village issues in the
past,” Yuknavage said.

She said the cleanup brigade
members and other volunteers
shall meet at the Tanapag
Meeting Hall at 8 a.m. on
cleanup day.

“Let’s startearly in celebrat-
ing Earth Day by making
Tanapag acleaner place to live
and enjoy,” Yuknavage said.

The first Saturday cleanup of
beaches and other parts of Saipan
was started by DEQ eightmonths
ago in June last year.

Part of Saipan Lagoon to
be closed to jetskis April 4

By Rick Alberto

Variety News Staff
THE Saipan Lagoon fronting
the Diamond Hotel will be off
limits to banana boats, jetskis
and other recreational boats
on April 4 from 8 a.m. to |
p.m., to make way for the hold-
ing of the 20th Annual Swill
Club competition.

The Coastal Resources Man-
agement, in a letter to seven
recreational boat operators, re-
quested them to suspend op-
eration for five hours on that
day.

The operators in the affected
area are the Commonwealth
Marine Leisure Corp., Pine
Tree Express, Recreation
World, J&K Marine Sports,
Pacific Marine Sports, JY
Corp., and Big Boys II.

The CRM, meanwhile, has
reminded jetski operators
about the proper disposal of
trash in their premises.

Last week alone, two opera-
tors were cited for their piles
of trash just dumped in their
area of operation.

Improper disposal of trash
is a violation of a permit con-
dition.

The CRM advised the erring
operators to dispose of all
trash and debris at the public
dump on a daily basis.

Itsaid operators violating aper-
mit condition is liable to mon-
etary fines.

In another development, the
CRM conditionally approved the
otherday the request of Mobil Oil
Marianas to demolish existing
structures in preparation for

the expansion and moderniza-
tion of its Middle Road gas
service station in Garapan.

The CRM also approved the
excavation work and implemen-
tation of erosion control.

“This approval is valid only if
you secure all other necessary
permits and/or approvals includ-
ing but not limited to clearance
from the Historic Preservation
Office, Building Code Division,
Earthmoving and Erosion Con-
trol permit and the Division of
Environmental Quality,” CRM
acting Director Peter J. Barlas
said.

Barlas also said the approval
does not allow any other con-
struction activities at the site nor
does it imply or guarantee the
issuance of a CRM permit for the
project.

BorJa nomlnated to CDA board

ACTING Gov. Jesus R. Sablan
has nominated Captain Antonio
M. Borja to serve as a member of
the Commonwealth Development
Authority’s Board of Directors to
represent Tinian.

If confirmed, Borja would serve

a four-year term.

Only Joe dela Cruz represents
Tinian in the CDA board. Saipan
has three representatives, Rota,
has two, and Tinian, also two.

Borja’s nomination requires the
Senate’s confirmation.

“The Governor and | are confi-
dent that you will be an asset on
this vital board,” Sablan told
Borja.

He reminded him to submit the
required statement of financial
interests. (MCM)

»
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OHAMPAGNE SUNDAY BRUNCH

Plumeria Restaurant - 11:00 am - 1:30 pm
$12.00 for Kids ages 4-11

$7.00

ALL-YOU-CAN -EAT CHINESE BUFFET

Kongo Hanten Chinese Restaurant - Daily 11:30 am to 1:30 pm
Ice Tea Included - Menu changes daily

57.00

JAPANESE LUNCH SPECIAL

Yurakuen Japanese Restaurant
Daily Lunch - 3 kinds to choose from11:30 am - 1:30 pm

(Iced Tea included)

We also bake delicious cakes for all occasions.

Take-out orders are accepted

\ Cell us to make reservations for your Wedding,

‘!Y Christening, Birthday or any kind of Banquet Receptions ‘!
G\ S o
TR Tel 234-5900 ext 376 - Fax 234-5909 -)' %
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Mamaloni told to move

out of PM’s residence

HONIARA (Pacnews)—Former
Solomon Istands Prime Minister
Solomon Mamaloni has been given
14daystovacate the Prime Minister’s
residence commonly known as the
“Red House™ at Vavaya Ridge in
Honiara.

The notice was sent to Mamaloni
last week, SIBC reports.

Mamaloni refused to move out of
the house since losing the Prime Min-

ister ship following the August gen-
eral elections.

Amongotherthingsthenotice says
Mamaloni is notentitled toagovemn-
ment house under the Entitlements
Actas Leader of the Indepent Group
in Parliament.

Since his appointment to the posi-
tion towards the end of last year,
Mamaloni has refusedtotakehis oath
of office.

_ Elsewhere in the Pacific

NGA backs Guam on
US base closure policy

AGANA—Guam Gov. Carl T.C.
Gutierrez won support from the
nation’s governors for his initia-
tive aimed at giving local busi-
nesses a chance to compete for
contracts related to the closure of

ICS.

R BB System.

0

at ZA\ Younis Art Studio, Inc., in Garapan.
Telephone Nos. 234-6341 ¥ 234-7578 ¥
234-9797 ¥ 234-9272 or Fax No. 234-9271.

VINYL SIGNS: For indoor/outdoor with col- ||
ors, style and quality, on wood, glass, metal,
plastic cloth and walls, designed in computer |
graphics, artistically drafted, composed with
a lot of talent and knowledge, is now avail-
able at Younis Art Studio, Inc. f

VINYL BANNERS: On cloth and plastic ||
materials, from 1-5 feet wide and length from
3 feet to 50 or 75 feet and more, with any
color, letters size and style and rich graph-

Also hand painted signs and banners, artis-
tically designed and colored on any mate-
rial surface of all sizes.

DIGITAL PRINT: Signs for inside markets/
stores/shops in full colors with print of the
B goods/merchandise on plastic sheets/

M hoards or on transparencies on special pa-
 per or cloth for ceiling hang for display or
B above shelves, counters and merchandise

IR stands, can easily be produced by the tal-
ented and capable sign makers at YAS Sign r

Full color digital print for back light in shops

E window or special display in the outdoor,

such as food items, drinks cosmetics, per-
fumes, jewelry and many more.

Viny! signs are durable, colorful and guar-
| anteed to last for five to seven years in all
8 weather conditions and stands heat tem-
& perature 40-180 degrees Fahrenheit.

US military bases.

Attending the National
Governor’s Association (NGA)
Winter Meeting in Washington,
D.C.,Gutierrez said several Guam
initiatives were given a boost by
NGA's Committee on Economic
Development and Commerce
which recognized the role local
small businesses and local gov-
ernments can play in the endeavor.

The Committee amended its
Military Base Closure, Disposal
and Reuse Policy to strongly en-
courage the Department of De-
fense (DOD) "“to ensure that small
business play an effective role in
re-use efforts,” a news release
from the Governor’s Office said.

The Policy urges that “DOD be
cognizant of the efficiencies of
small businesses and ensure that
small businesses are able to com-
pete effectively for government
contracts.”

The governor has long been op-
posed to “bundling” of contracts
by some of the military as it seeks to
close or realign bases.

*Bundling”"isthe practice of award-
ingonly one contracttoalarge corpo-
rationforanumberof serviceselated
to base closure or realignment, rel-
egating small businessestobeing sub-
contracts only.

Further, the NGA endorsement
of the governor’s initiative also
supports any federal civilian
workers currently employed in
military bases facing closure or
realignment seeking outscoring
contracts.

“The Navy’s privatization—or
outscoring —program in Guam is
resulting in local workers losing

their civil service jobs. But the
work still has to be done by some-
one.

“We have been trying to make
the point to the Navy that the local
workers should have the first shot
at continuing to do these jobs
through small business initia-
tives,” the governor said.

To date, Guam notes that the
Navy has focused on huge
outscoring efforts that only inter-
national conglomerates are able
to bid on.

“This is not just prejudiced
against our local workers, it takes
them right out of the process of
fair competition,” the release said.

The Committee also endorsed
Gov. Gutierrez’s motion to pro-
tect local governments from be-
ing accountable for any liabilities
it inherits in the course of the base
closure or realignments. _

The new Guamsponsored NGA
policy calls on the federal gov-
ernment toestablish “effective in-
demnification procedures to pro-
tect states against unwarranted
liabilities stemming from previ-
ous and on-going defense activi-
ties atclosed, closing orrealigned
facilities.”

Following its Winter Meeting,
the NGA will deliver its policy
positions to all federal -govern-
ment agencies and departments;
Congress; and the White House,
serving notice onhow the nation’s
governors collectively feel about
a wide ranging number of issues.

Such policy statements often
result in legislative, regulatory or
executive action to meet the gov-
ernors’ policy goals.

capita.

alcohol problem.

Cook Islands tops in
cigarette, alcohol use

RAROTONGA (Paénews)-—-—Cook Islands has been placed at the
top of the list of other Pacific islands for alcohol consumption per

This was revealed at a recent alcohol related workshop held in
Auckland, New Zealand, Radio AKTIV Cook Islands reports.

Cook Islands participants to the workshop told community lead-
ers at a meeting in Apia Monday that advertising of alcohol and
cigarettes through the local media has been blamed for the increase
in the number of young people drinking alcohol today.

Minister of Health Tupou Faireka told the meeting thatitwas time
that everyone in the community took the right step to solve the

Faireka suggested that issuing of temporary sale of alcohol
licenses to  sports clubs or other outlets be looked at seriously.

Fiji,

NZ discussing

military assistance

SUVA (Pacnews)—Fiji’s
army chief-of-staff,. Frank
Bainimarama, is in New
Zealand for talks on military
assistance program with his
NZ counterparts.

Senior army officials say the
talks are held annually to dis-
cuss training programs be-
tween the two countries, Is-

land Networks Corporation
reports. ‘

Last.year a number of New
Zealand soldiers were in Fiji
as part of their training program
and they are now expected to host
their Fijian counterparts this year.

Captain Bainimarama is ex-
pected back in the country Sun-
day..
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Clintn: atch Iraq closely

By Barry Schweid
WASHINGTON (AP) - Weapons
experts,notdiplomats, willtakecharge
of deciding where and when to hunt
for hiddenIragibiological andchemi-
calarms, Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright told uneasy senators Tues-
day.

She promised to work with the
U.N.inspectionscommissiontoclear
up “ambiguities” in the deal U.N.
Secretary-General Kofi Annanstruck
with President Saddam Hussein and
“to close any possible loopholes.”

Projecting caution about the ac-
cord, the administration saidit would
insist on a “quick test” of Saddam’s
promise to expose all sites, some of
which have never been opened, to
U.N. inspectors.

“We have to be watching very
closely,” President Clinton sgid.

BillRichaxdson,theU.S.aJk)assa-
dor to the United Nations, returned
from New York Tuesday and joined
Clinton’s other national security ad-
visers at the White

House to go over the Iraq agree-
ment. White House spokesman Mike
McCurry said it was “largely a tech-
nical discussion.” The president was
to be briefed about the meeting after-
ward.

At the Pentagon, officials an-

By Louis Meixler
ABOARD THE USS GEORGE
WASHINGTON (AP) - T-shirts
showing Saddam Hussein caught
in arifle’s cross-hairs are selling
briskly aboard the USS George
Washington, where an agreement
to end the Iraq confrontation was
met with relief but also skepti-
cism.

“Nobody is packing theirbags,”
said Rear Adm. Michael Mullen,
commander of the U.S. battle
group in the Persian Gulf.

Warplanes carrying air-to-air
missiles roared into the night sky
onTuesday, headed for the south-
ern no-fly zone over Iraq. Offic-
ers said there was little change in
their flight plans despite the new
U.N.-mediated accord meant to
avert a U.S.-led attack on Iraq.

“We will not change our op-
erating schedule,” said Capt.
Lindell Rutherford, the air-
craft carrier’s commander. He
said the ship still sends some 40to
50 flights a day over the no-fly
zone.

“The possibility of military ac-
tion may be slightly less than it
was a few days ago,” Rutherford
said, adding that “the next few
days will be important.”

U.S. forces in the Gulf, which
include two aircraft carriers car-
rying 100 attack aircraft, are ex-
pected to remain in the region
until Washington is satisfied that
Iraq is fulfilling its promise to
open previously off-limits sites to
U.N. inspectors.

Since it arrived in the Gulf in
November, the George Washing-
ton has been sending warplanes
over southern Iraq to patrol the
no-fly zone established by the
United States and its allies after
the 1991 Gulf War — and to
prepare for possible bombing

US troops relieved, skeptical

Bill Clinton

nounced that Clinton had signed an
order authorizing the call up of 500
members of the National Guard and
Reserve in support of the Gulf de-
ployments.

Defense Secretary William Cohen
announced Sunday he requested the
move, which makes available for up
t0 270 days specialists such as Navy
harbor surveillance troops, Coast
Guard port security forces, Army
chemical detection forces and Air
Force Special Operations C-130 air
crews.

Diplomats were added tothe U.N.
inspection teams for prospective
searches of eight of Saddam’s six

raids.

This night, Lt. Cmdr Ward
Carroll shot from the deck of
the USS George Washington in
his F-14 Tomcat for a routine
night run over southern Iraq.

“There’s been a collective
sigh of relief,” said Carroll, of
Virginia Beach, Va, “I don’t
think anyone really wanted to
go to war.”

dozen or more palaces, a gesture to
the Iraqi president, who had accused
Americans on the commission of
espionage.

Also,the U.N.special commission
is obliged under the agreement “'to
respect the legitimate concems of
Iraqrelating tonational security, sov-
ereignty and dignity.”

Still, Clinton and his top advisers
gave a generally favorable view of
the agreement, which defused acrisis
with Iraq that could have boiled over
into U.S. bombings.

Albright conceded the function of
the diplomats wasfuzzy,butshe gave
assurances “the inspectors will de-
cide where to go,” and she even im-
plied the United States could pull out
of the deal if the diplomats’ role was
unsatisfactory.

“Diplomats may be acceptable if
UNSCOM (the U.N. special com-

mission) is in control,” she told the
Senate Foreign Relations Commit-
tee."We will clanify, but we will also
test.”

Jesse Helms, R-N.C., the commit-
tee chairman, was not convinced.
“We're in a real jam. With the pos-
sible exception of Britain, much of

the world appearsof a mindtocapitu- -

late to Saddam Hussein — and
Saddam Hussein knows it,” he
said. “We’re in the disgraceful
positionof either going along with
whatever deal Mr. Annan brought
home orbeing regarded as the bad
guys who rejected peace and in-
sisted on war.”

Sen. Christopher Dodd, D-
Conn., told Albright, “We are very
uneasy about this agreement. We
hope it works.”

But given the Iraqi president’s
record, Dodd said, “one can only

be doubtful, to put it mildly.”

Sen. John Ashcroft, R-Mo., as-
sailed both the agreement and the
administration, saying “the sad
truth is that Saddam Hussein is
better off today than he was in
October,” when the crisis arose.

said.

This “is not a diplomatic tri-
umph, it is a tragedy,” Ashcroft
said. “Our foreign policy should
not be written at the United Na-
tions.”

Albright told him she agreed
the United Nations should not set
U.S. policy. “Wehave made clear
what our interests are,” she said,

If Saddam defaults on his com-
mitments, she said, “we will act
forcefully and without delay.”

“We will not allow Saddam
Hussein to take us from crisis to
crisis,” she said.

to the Persian Gulf in support of Operation Southern Watch. ap

Chief Warrant Officer Stacey Schlosser reviews flight deck fire fighting procedures to his crew on Monday
aboard the aircraft carrier USS George Washington in the Persian Gulf. The George Washington is deployed

LIVE MUSIC

COLOR TV

Woﬂo Oppoﬁméty 3 or Immm»uwh Dw]nloﬁ,ey

MINI RAFFLE

Saturday, February 28, 1998

2:00pm

Price Costco Parking Lot

Lunch Plate Pick-up point

REFRIGERATOR
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Iraq urges US
forces out of Gulf

By Robert Bumns
WASHINGTON(AP)- Inspections
ornot, if Iraq is still intent on playing
a cat-and-mouse game, it is far from
certain the United Nations can find
and destroy all of .its chemical and
biological weapons.

“It'sa great shell game,” said Peter
Rodman, a former Reagan adminis-
trationnational security aide. Saddam
Hussein*has beencheating since day
one.”

Inthe four monthssince the inspec-
tionsdispute first reached crisisstage,
Iraq has had ample time and opportu-
nity to hide any chemical or biologi-
cal agents it may have, experts say.
Iraq also could preserve the know-
how to make more.

" “Jt’s not realistic to think Saddam

Hussein has changed his mindandis -

ready to abandon his weapons pro-
gram,” said Gary Milhollin, director
of the Wisconsin Project on Nuclear
Arms Control, aprivate group based
in Washington.

And if the negotiations had failed?
Noone thinks bombingisacomplete
answer, either.

President Clinton himself has said
the aim of a military strike would be
limited: to constrain, at least for a
time, Iraq’s ability to use whatever
doomsday weapons it may possess.

Milhollin believes the special U.N.

commissionthatwascreatedtoimple-
ment Gulf War cease-fire resolutions
requiring the elimination of Irag’s
weapons of mass destruction stands
areasonable chance of succeeding—
if Iraq gives its inspectors complete
freedom to search and monitor.

“ButIdon’tthink there’s any guar-
antee,” Milhollin said.

U.N. inspectors have uncovered a
greatdeal of informationaboutlraq’s
weapons program since the end of
1991 Gulf War. Their work revealed
that Iraq was further advanced on
nuclear weapons, for example, than
anyone knew during the war. But
they have yettouncoverthefull story.

Saddam signed up for U.N. weap-
onsinspections whenheaccepted the
cease-fire deal. He contends that he
has given up all of his prohibited
weapons and that the United States is
pressing inspections in order to un-
dermine his regime, steal military
secrets and trample on Iraqi sover-
eignty.

Almost no one outside Iraq be-
lieves Saddam has come clean, and
many doubt he ever will.

‘It’s never going to be 100 per-
cent,”’ said David Albright, president
of the Institute for Science and Inter-
national Security. Even so, he be-
lieves Iraq is less dangerous to the
world as long as some inspections

continue.

Without U.N.inspections,Saddam
almost certainly would resurrect his
efforts to build nuclear bombs —his
first choice among weapons of mass
destruction — Albright believes. He
estimatesthatIragcouldsucceedinas
little as one year if it were able to
obtainweapon-grade uraniumorplu-
tonium from abroad. Even U.N. in-
spections might fail tostop thatroute.

“No verificationsystem islikely to
detect the import of small quantities
of plutonium orhighly enriched ura-
nium,” Albright said.

The other great proliferation crisis
of the 1990s — a dispute over North
Korea’s nuclear program that almost
led to war in the summer of 1994 —
showed the limitations of trying to
coerce adictatorial regime into UN.
compliance.

North Korea still has not turned
over evidence the U.N.’s nuclear
energy agency needs to verify the
country’s claim that it didn’t build a
nuclear bomb. Clinton hasn’t threat-
ened to bomb North Korea, the way
he has with Iraq. War on the Korean
peninsula would be a far bloodier
affair.

The world continues to live with
uncertainty about North Korea’s
nuclear program, and it likely will
have totolerate doubts about Irag, too.

Saam m

Saddam Hussein

By Eileen Alt Powell
BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) - The Iragi
governmentcelebrated itscrisis-end-
ingaccordasanational triumphTues-
day, telling the Iragi people that
Saddam Hussein had broken U.S.
dominance of the U.N. weapons in-
spections.

Saddam declared Feb. 23, the day
the deal was signed, a national holi-
day.

In a live broadcast on state-run
Iraqi Television, Deputy Prime Min-
ister Tariq Aziz insisted “this deal is
not backing down from our previous
stance.”

Bright red newspaper headlines
proclaimed Aziz's pact with UN.
Secretary-General Kofi Annan, giv-
ing Iraq’s version of the terms toend
the inspections standoff and giving
all the credit to Saddam.

A special session of the Iraqi as-
sembly was called for Thursday, the
Iraqi news agency reported. [tdid not
state a reason, but the weapons deal
was likely to top the agenda.

ay still hide weapons

The accord, signed by Annan and
Aziz on Tuesday, gives U.N. weap-
ons inspectors unconditional access
1o all suspected weapons sites, in-
cluding presidential

compounds Iraq had
kept off limits as symbols of sover-
eignty.

The United States, backed by Brit-
ain, had threatened air strikes toforce
accesstothesitesif diplomacy failed.

In a sign of easing tensions, the
United Nations announced Tuesday
that 60 humanitarian workers sent
out of the country as the threat of
attack grew would returntoBaghdad
on Thursday.

The evacuation had dropped to
about 250 the number of relief work-
ers distributing aid under the U.N.

U.S Air Force Tech. Sgt. Anthony Mastantuono of Buffalo, N. Y. stands

oil-for-food program, which allows
Traq tosell il to buy needed food and
medicine for its 22 million people.

U.N. sanctions otherwise ban oil
sales from Irag. Iraq hopes that the
weapons inspection deal ultimately
will bring an end to the UN. em-
bargo, which has stood since Iraq’s
1990 invasion of Kuwait.

The Security Council says it will
not liftthe sanctionsuntil itissatisfied
Iraqhasdestroyeditslong-range mis-
siles and weapons of mass destruc-
tion.

In his television appearance,
Aziz accused the United States
and its allies, especially Britain,
of creating the crisis over weap-
ons inspections to try to prolong
the embargo.

guard beside an F-117A Stealth Nighthawk fighter at Al-Jaber Air Base
in the desert between Kuwait City and Iraq Tuesday. The American
military vigil in the Persian Gulf is awaiting Iraqi compliance with new
diplomatic agreements to allow open inspections for weapons of mass

destruction. AP
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By Dafna Linzer
JERUSALEM (AP) - Israel's spy
chief resigned Tuesday over the
botchedassassinationatiemptagainst
a Hamas leader in Jordan, a move
Istael hoped would mend relations
with its neighbor and restore some of
the Mossad spy agency’'s lost luster.

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu accepted thereluctant res-
ignation of Danny Yatom, who had
been sharply criticized in several in-
quiries intothe failed Sept. 25 attempt
on Hamas political leader Khalid
Maashal.

The resignation was weicomed in
Israel, as well as in Jordan,

“A replacement needs to be found
immediately so that the Mossad can
begin to learn the lessons here and
make the necessary changes,” said
Uzi Landau, who leads the Knesset
committee on Israel’s intelligence
agencies.

Yatom's turn at the helm had been
one of the less glorious for an organi-
zation thatachieved worldwide fame
for daring successes ~— such as kid-
napping Nazileader Adolf Eichmann
fortrialand landinganagentinthe top
echelons of Syria in the 1960s, and
tracking down and executing Pales-
tinian terrorists in the 1970s.

The Mossad became a fixture in
novels and movies of international
intrigue. But in recent years it eamed

less flattering attention, such as in a
1990 book by former agent Victor
Ostrosvky,whoportrayeditas driven
by “areed, lust and total lack of re-
spect for human life.”

Opposition Jawmaker Hagai
Merom described the Mashaal affair
as “an carthquake for the Mossad”
that exposed systemic failures in ev-
ery level of the agency, from highest-
level planning to execution in the
field.

Mossad agents injected Mashaal
with poison outside his office in
Amman. But he survived and the
agents were caught, forcing Israel to
free Hamas founder Abmed Yassin
and 20 other Arab inmates to bring
the agents back home. An outraged
King Hussein then cut off security
cooperation with the Jewish state,
demanding Yatom’s dismissal.

An investigative panel in Israel
found that Yatom had not seriously
considered the possibility of failure
and had not prepared for it. The
committee cleared Netanyahu of
blame.

The prime minister, seeking to
avenge two Hamas suicide bomb-
ingsinJerusaleminJuly and Septem-
ber 1997, had given the final go-
ahead for the operation. Opposition
leaders have dismissed the panel’s
absolution of Netanyahu as a white-
wash.

The agency's image suffered
yet another blow several months
ago when a former agent was in-
dicted on charges that he con-
cocted false reports about Syrian
war intentions that reportedly
sparked tensions between the two
countries in 1980 and again in
1996.

“The Mossad has fallen on hard
times operationally, and procedures-
wise, it's not ready for the 21st cen-

Israelis and Palestinians make
progress on Palestinian airport

JERUSALEM (AP) — Israel and
the Palestinians have made some
progress in talks on security arrange-
ments for a Palestinian airport in the
Gaza Strip, a Palestinian negotiator
said Tuesday.

The two sides were to meet Tues-
day evening at the home of the U.S.
ambassadortolsrael, Edward Walker,
todiscuss the operation of the airport
—one of several elements of a 1995
interim peace agreement that have
not yet been carried out.

Peace talks were put on hold dur-
ing the Gulf crisis, but the United
States is expected to make a strong
push in the coming days to try and
break the yearlong deadlock overan
Isracli woop pullback in the West
Bank.

Istaeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, meanwhile, renewed an
offer to hold Camp David-style tulks
underU.S. auspicestotry and reacha
permanent peace agreement withthe
Palestinians.

“We are wasting a great deal of
timeontheinterimsettement...instead
of tacklingthemainissue,” Netanyahu
said in an interview broadcast on
Isracl TV’s Channel One.

FHowever, Palestinianleader Yasser
Arafat will only agree to such tatks
once Netanyahu has pulled back
U"oopsintheWeslB;mk,zmpromised,
saidaPalestinianlegislator, Ziad Abu
Ziad.

*I don’t think there will be perma-
nent status negotiations before the
Isracli government completes™ its
promisesstages of redeployment, said
the chief Palestinian negotiator, Saeb
Erekat.

Last year, Netanyahu promised in
aU.S.-backed agreementto pull back
troops in the West Bank in three
stages by this summer. .

The Palestinians rejected the first
Israeli redeployment offer of 2 per-
cent as insufficient.

Netanyahu has proposed that the
second and third redeployments be

merged into one, and that the two
sides begin immediate discussions
on the permanent settlement.

*“Idon’tknow whether it will be in
the cabins at Camp David or some-
where else. But we will have to sit
down and find out truly where the
genuine compromise can be found,”
Netanyahu said.

A Palestinian youth in the West Bank village of Beit Omar is about to

release his sling at Israeli troops during clashes following a pro-lraq

march held at the village Monday. Palestinians continued to show
support for Iraq despite an agreement in Baghdad that could diffuse the

Guilf crisis. AP

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, right, is accompanied by
Danny Yatom, left, head of Israel’s Mossad spy agency, in this Oct. 6,
1997 file: photo. Yatom submitted his resignation Tuesday after a
government inquiry blamed him for the botched attemnpt to kill an
Islamic militant leader in Jordan. ap

sraeli spy chief quits

tury,” said Amir Oren, a columnist
for the Haaretz daily.

In his letter of resignation to
Netanyahu, Yatominsisted he had
done no wrong in the attempt on
Mashaal and rejected the
investigation’s findings.

“At the same time, I have no
intention of ignoring the report
and as the person responsible for
the operations of the Mossad, [
decided to submit my resignation
to you,” wrote Yatom, who had
been appointed by Netanyahu's
predecessor and political rival,
Shimon Peres, in March 1996.

Jordanian Prime* Minister
Abdul-Salam Majali called
Yatom’s resignation “a positive
step,” and a senior Jordanian offi-
cial, speaking on condition of
anonymity, said that Jordan was
now seriously considering work-
ing with the Israelis again.

COMMERCIAL SPACE ACROSS PIC HOTEL
Excellent for office, gift shops and snack shops
RATE: $1500 per month

APARTMENT: ACROSS PiC HOTEL
1-Bedroom semi-furnished  $350.00 month
2-Bedroom (2unit avail.) $400.00 month

WAREHOUSE/BARRACK ACROSS PIC HOTEL
* 6,700 Sq. Ft. open area
* 6,000 Gallon Water Tank
* 10 Toilets
* 12 Shower Stalls
* 25 Washtubs

FRONTAGE VACANT LOT ACROSS PIC HOTEL
Area: 1771 S.M.
Excellent for commercial building and restaurant

CONTACT: TITO SABLAN & 234-2585

Northern Marianas College
Board of Regents

Regular Meeting Agenda
Friday, February 27, 1998
Board of Regents Conference Room
As Terlaje Campus, Saipan (10:00 a.m.)

PUBLIC NOTICE

Pursuant to Public Law 8-41, Section I, Governor Pedro P. Tenorio and Lt. Governor Jesus
R. Sablan, through the Northern Marianas College Board of Regents are hereby giving
notice that a regular meeting of the Board of Regents will be held on Friday, February 27,
1998, at 10:00 a.m. in the Board of Regents Conference Room, As Terlaje Campus.

I Opening Procedures
A. Welcoming Remarks by Chair
B. Review/Approval of Agenda
C. Review/Approval of Minutes
1. Regular Meeting: January 30, 1998
il Fiscal Commi s R
A. Financial Statement
B. NMC Foundation Plan of Action
1"t resident’s R
A. Program Presentations
1. Vocational Technical Education
. P.L.10-66
. Proposed Amendments to Higher Education Act
. Transition Committee’s recommendations
. Monthly Reports
. Travel Reports (January 2-31, 1998)
V. Qld Business
A. School of Education, TTL proposed expansion
B. Library Expansion
VI xecuitiv ion
ViL. Miscellaneous

mTmooOow




'Asian Business
Coke gets a break

TOKYO (AP) — Japan’s National
Tax Administration has' concurred
with its U.S. counterpart that it will
erase about 24 billion yen ($ 180
million) from taxable income for
Coca-Cola(Japan)Co..anewsreport
said Monday.

As a result, the company will be
required to pay.about 5 billion yen ($
38.76 million) in additional taxes,
sharply down from about 15 billion
yen (§ 116.28 million) previously
demanded, Kyodo News agency re-
ported.

The tax office earlier claimed that
the soft drink maker failed to report
about 28 billion yen ($ 294.57 mil-
lion) in taxable income through pay-
ing unusually high royalties to the
U.S. parent. Coca-Cola Co.

Infotech industry

hit by Asia crisis
CANBERRA, Australia (AP)—
Australia’s U.S. $ 2.64 billion
(Australian dollars 4 billion) in-
formation technology export in-
dustry is the latest victim of the
Astan economic crisis, with al-
most 90 percent of respondents to
anew survey reporting their busi-
ness had been adversely affected.
A survey via Internet email of
70 companies by the Australian
Information Industry Association
found 70 percent were either cur-
rently exporting to Asia or plan-
ning to begin exports shortly.
But 87 percent of respondents
already exporting to Asia said the
economic turmoil in the region
had been affected their business,
mostly by delayed or cancelled
projects (68 percent), payment
problems (37 percent), lost busi-
ness (32 percent) and cancelled
orders (24 percent).
Association spokeswoman
Fleur Bayley said the problem
was serious enough to force some
smaller businesses to close.

Australian firms’

profits fall in 4Q

CANBERRA, Australia(AP)—
Australian company profits un-
expectedly fell in the last finan-
cial quarter of 1997, putting busi-
ness on the back foot even before
the fallout from Asia’s economic
crisis hits, figures released Tues-
day showed.

The Australian Bureau of Sta-
tistics said company profits be-
fore income tax, net interest and
depreciation fell 4.5 percent, sea-
sonally adjusted, in the Decem-
ber quarter.

Company profits were 4.1 per-
cent below the same quarter in
1996, the bureau said.

The fall was below the market’s
consensus forecast of a 2 percent
increase, and outside the forecast
range of a 2 percent fall to a 5%
increase.

| )] N o "
TO DRUGS

TOKYO (AP) —Sluggish do-
mestic demand for cars and
trucks pushed down Japanese
vehicle production 9 percent
in January compared to the
same period last year, the Ja-
pan Automobile Manufactur-
ers’ Association said Tuesday.

The figure marked the fourth
straight month of declines.
A total of 834,816 vehicles
were produced in Jan., but
domestic sales plunged 20.9

Financial Secretary Donald Tsang, left, of the Hong Kong Special Admnistrative Region shakes hands with
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Japan vehicle output down

percent to 352,997 units, the
auto association said.

Exports rose an estimated 5
percent.

Detailed figures on exports
will be released later this
month.

The slump in the year-on-
year production numbers re-
flects both lower consumer
demand following a sales tax
increase in Japan last April
and a surge in output early

last year before the tax hike
was implemented, the auto
group said.

February and March output
figures will also probably
come in lower than last year,
it said.

The drop in production in
Japan was particularly pro-
nounced for trucks, output of
which shrank 13.2 percent to
176,375 units.

Passenger car production

Chinese Foreign Minister Qian Qichen prior to their talks in Beijing’s Zhongnanhai Tuesday. ap

fell 7.9 percent to 653,302
units. The number of buses
made fell 2.3 percentto5,139.

Production at industry
leader Toyota Motor Corp. fell
15.2 percent to 266,351 ve-
hicles.

Nissan Motor Co. output de-
clined 10.1 percent to 125,466.
Mitsubishi Motors Corp. suf-
fered a 20.5 percent drop to
86,113.

Honda Motor Co. and Mazda
Motor Corp. bucked the trend.
Honda’s vehicle production
rose 7.1 percent to 105,017
units and Mazda’s climbed
10.3 percent to 72,634.

By BETH DUFF-BROWN
KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia
(AP) — The government’s top
economic adviser on Tuesday

could buy into Malaysian com-
panies, modifying an affirma-
tive action economic policy that
favors Malays.

Daim Zainuddin, head of the
National Economic Action
Council, also reaffirmed the
government’s refusal to bail out
businesses on the verge of bank-
ruptcies.

- Daim, the former finance min-

said non-indigenous Malaysians

ister .and a close ally. of Prime
Minister Mahathir Mohamad, is
charged with proposing changes

" to the government’s economic

system and presenting those pro-
posals to Parliament for approval.

Avictimofthe Asianeconomic
crisis, Malaysia’s currency, the

ringgit, has lost more than 35 per--
cent of its value against the U.S.
was updated in 1990 and r

dollar and the stock markets have
plummeted. ~ ManyMalaysian
companies were created by an
affirmative action program in
1970 called the New Economic
Policy. '

Gov’t allows non-Malays to have bigger stake’i‘n,iﬁrms

The policy was designed to
give Malays — known locally
as bumiputera, or ‘‘sons of the °

- 80il” <~-"a greater role in the

traditionally Chinese-domi-
nated economy. Those compa-

. nies are now suffering increas-
. ingdebtburdens as theeconomy -
o slows down, -, . ST

 "The New Economic POI’CY

named the National Develop-:
mentPlan, Itretained the provi-
sion to reserve at least 30 per-
cent ‘equity of companies. for:

Malays.

Korean car makers sharply
reducing production

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) —
South Korea’s largest car maker,
Hyundai, has slashed production 60
percent because of amounting inven-
tory of unsold cars,company officials
said Tuesday.

Hyundai Motors Co. produced
5,000 cars daily before a financial
crisis hit the country late last year. It
now is producing only 2,000 cars a
day.

Hyundai will halt production of
fourpassengercarmodelscompletely
at leastuntil early Marchtoreduce its
stock of 45,000 unsold cars, com-
pany officials said.

South Koreans are tightening their
belt in the wake of a record $ 57
billion bailout by the International
Monetary Fund.

The car industry was one of the
hardest hit.

Hyundai used to sell 60,000 cars a
month in the domestic market, but
now is selling only half that number.

Similarreductionsindomesticsales
were reported by other car makers.

Ssangyong MotorCo.,afour-wheel
drive vehicle maker, stopped all pro-
duction last week.

Two other passenger car makers,
Daewoo and Kia, also said they cut
production but did not disclose
figures.

South Koreais the world’s fifth
largest auto maker, with a total
production capacity of 3.5 mil-
lion. A little less than half of the
capacity is meant for domestic
sales.

Qantas to

code-share
with JAL

SYDNEY, Australia (AP) —
Australian airline Qantas Air-
ways Ltd. and Japan airlines
were Tuesday given the go
ahead to code share on flights
between Australia and Osaka
for six months.

Under the arrangement, ap-
proved by the International Air
Services Commission, Qantas
plans to replace three of its
own six B767 services per
week with three code share
servicesonJAL between Aus-
tralia and Osaka from the end
of March to the end of Octo-
ber.

The code share is an attempt
to offset costs from a declines
in the Qantas’s returns on the
route, the commission said.

The commission said the de-
cision was “finely balanced,”
but recognized the need to be
flexible in dealing with chang-
ing market conditions.

“While Qantas and Japan
Airlines were the two largest
carriers operating between
Australia and Japan, the ap-
proval to code share is for a
limited period only and
Qantas has said that it pro-
poses to resume its normal
level of operations on the
route in November 1998,”
commission chairman Jim
Bain said.

Thai staff examine one of about 400 cars which were collected fro the

56 closed finance companies due to the country’s eonomic crisis in
Bangkok Friday. The cars are sold by auction to people. “ap

e
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Thousands
mourn

lawmaker

TOKYO (AP)—_Morethan 2,000
people, including 50 lawmakers, at-
tended the funeral Tuesday of Shokei
Arai, alegislator who committed sui-
cide before police could arrest him in
a bribery scandal.

The attendees at the service at a
Buddhist temple in Tokyo included
House of Representatives Speaker
Soichiro Ito, Vice Speaker Kozo
Watanabe and Koichi Kato, secre-
tary general of the ruling Liberul

. Democratic Party, to which Arai be-

longed.

A police official, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity, said Prime Min-
ister Ryutaro Hashimoto was present
atthe wake, along with 1,700 people,
including 30 lawmakers.

Arai, 50, hanged himself in a To-
kyohotel.room last Thursday as Par-
liament was considering a request to
allow his arrest on charges he ille-
gally accepted money from Nikko
Securities Co.

Arai, a former finance ministry
official, was suspected of receiving
29 million yen ($ 227,000) in illegal
profits from Nikko Securities in vio-
lation of Japan’s Securities and Ex-

i

Ash Wednesday in Manila

5. ’. B

on Good Friday. ap

A Roman Catholic nun applies outside a church at subuan Baclaran a blackeed a in th shape
of a cross on the forehead of a devotee and her son as she carries
blessing on the Catholics’ observance of Ash Wednesday. Ash Wednesday ushers the start of the 40-

day season of Lent in the Catholic religion which climax on the crucifixion and death of Jesus Christ

an image of the infant Jesus for

China says Tibetans’ lives improving

BEIJING (AP) — China on
Tuesday pointed to climbing liv-

ing standards in Tibet as proof -

of improving human rights and
assailed the Dalai Lama for not
recognizing the benefits of Chi-
nese rule.

Income, educational and
health levels are rising, the Hi-
malayan region’s fragile envi-
ronment is well-protected and
Tibetan Buddhism is thriving,
the State Council, China’s Cabi-
net, said in a report released by
its information office.

All that, the report said, goes
unacknowledged by the Dalai
Lama, who ran a *“‘dark, savage
and cruel” feudal, theocratic
state before fleeing into exile in
1959.

“Making no mention whatso-
everofthe situation where tram-
pling the people’s basic human

rights was commonplace in old
Tibet, the exiled Dalai Lama
has tried every means to cover it
up and vilify and attack the de-
velopment and progress in new
Tibet,” the report said.

The report largely compiles
information previously reported
in state-controlled media.

But its release seemed timed
to coincide with two high-pro-
file and sensitive visits. And the
report contained an appeal for
support for China’s position.

“The fact that human rights'in
Tibet have improved is beyond
all dispute,” it said. ““All people,
Chinese and foreign, who have
beento Tibet and are acquainted
with Tibet’s history will draw
such a fair conclusion.”

A delegationof U.S. religious
leaders arrived in Lhasa, Tibet’s
capital, on Monday for four-
day look at religious policies.

-
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Thai Finance Minister Tarrin Nimmanahaeminda wears glasses during

anews conference at the government house in Bangkok Tuesday after
Thailand’s government made a new set of promise to the IMF including
a controversial pledge to raise exercise taxes on gasoline in move to
shore up government revenues. AP

European Union diplomats
and Chinese officials were hold-
ing atwo-day seminar in Beijing
on China’s legal system.

Asked whether the report’s
release was timed to influence
foreign sentiment, Foreign Min-
istry spokesman Zhu Bangzao
said similar reports are released
periodically.

The State Council’s last re-
port on Tibet was released in
1992. The latest report,
titled “New Progress in Human
Rightsin China’s Tibet Autono-
mous Region,” noted among
other improvements:

+Tibet’s gross domestic prod-
uct last year reached 7.3 billion
yuan ($ 880 million), a nearly
97 percent increase from 1991.

» Per capita incomes last year
reached 5,130 yuan ($ 620) for
urban residents and 1,040 yuan
($ 125) for rural ones, both well
above 1991 levels.

+ Life expectancy rose to 65
years from 36 in pre-1950 Ti-
bet.

The report cited campaigns to
build schools and promote Ti-
betan language and said there
were 46,380 Buddhist monks
and nuns in Tibet.

It said 300 million yuan ($ 36

million) in cash, gold and silver
had been set aside since the early
1980s to repair monasteries.

ut no mention was made of
how most of the monasteries were
destroyed in radical communist
campaigns.

There also was no reference to
a nearly two-year campaign to
purge monasteries of monks and
nuns loyal to the Dalai Lama.

The Dalai Lama maintains he
wants genuine autonomy for Ti-
bet, not independence from
China.

He worries that Beijing’s con-
trols on religion and policies to
encourage Chinese migration are

undermining Tibetan culture. His
peaceful defiance of Chinese rule
eamed him a Nobel Peace Prize in
1989.

The Dalai Lama “fabricates sen-
sationallies tobefuddle world opin-
ion,” the report said, adding that
lying ran against his Buddhist pre-
cepts.

The report admitted that Tibet
remained relatively poor compared
with the rest of China, but said
central andlocal governments were
committed to further improve-
ments.

Indonesian
minister hits
Australian
media over
crisis reports

JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) —
Indonesia’s information minis-
ter Tuesday criticized some Aus-
tralian media groups for their re-
portingof hiscountry’seconomic
crisis.

Raden Hartono, however, said
“in general, reporting by foreign
correspondents about the situa-
tion in Indonesia has been bal-
anced.”

“We are not quite comfortable
with reports by some Australian
press,” he told Indonesian re-
porters after ameeting with Presi-
dent Suharto.

He did not elaborate orpointto
any specific mediaorganizations.

Hartono said he had asked the
president to help Indonesian me-
dia companies that have been hit
hard financially by skyrocketing
costs for imported newsprint pa-
per and dropping revenue from
advertising as the economy floun-
ders.

The Indonesian Newspaper
Publishers’ Association has said
that about 70 percent of the
country’s 286 newspapers are on
the brink of collapse.

Some newspapers have closed
while others have reduced the
size of their editions and cut back
staff.

Television and radio stations
have also reduced programing to
save money.

“In principle, the president
agrees to help alleviate the bur-
den on the Indonesian press,”
Hartono said without elaborat-
ing.

Early this month, Suharto
strongly criticized Indonesia’s
media, saying unfavorable re-
porting had contributed to the

worsteconomiccrisisin 30 years.

He called forarevision of jour-
nalistic ethics.

The economic crisis has de-
livered big rises in unemploy-
ment and inflation following
a plunge in the value of the
rupiah of more than 70 per-
cent.

Soaring food prices have re-
sulted in riots in about 20 towns
in recent weeks.

Humanrights groups claim that.
five people were killed and more
than 900 have been arrested.

KUALALUMPUR,Malaysia(AP)
— Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad on Tuesday said he hoped
economic sanctions imposed on Irag
would be lifted, in light of the U.N.-
Iraq pact on weapons inspections.

Mahathir told reporters he was re-
lieved thatimmediate military strikes
against Iraq had been averted. He is
skeptical, however, that the signing
ofthe agreementwouldleadtoanend
to sanctions:

for not lifting the economic sanc-
tions,”” he said, without elaborating.
U.N.sanctionsimposedafterlrag’s

«_ Ifeel there will be otherexcuses *

Mahathir: Lift Iraq sanctions

August 1990 invasion of Kuwait
prevented Iraq from selling oil,
its economic mainstay.

As such, shortages and high
prices have put many staples and
medicine out of the reach of the’
Iragi people.

Malaysiahas welcomed the deal
reached by U.N. Secretary-Gen-
eral Kofi Annan with Iraq over
the issue of weapons inspections.

“We received the agreement
with joy,” Foreign Minister
Abdullah Badawi said Monday.

. The agreement was signed early
Monday by Iraqi Deputy Prime

i e
e

Mahathir Mohamad
Minister Tariq Aziz and Annan,
in a last-ditch attempt to resolve
the crisis. .
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By LASHA BERULAVA
DZHIKHASKARI, Georgia (AP)
-Kidnappersholdingthree U.N. mili-
tary observers freed one of themearly
Wednesday after reaching a tentative
agreement with the Georgian gov-
emment.

Swedish hostage Maj. Maarten
Moelgaard walked out of the be-

Earlier Tuesday,aparty atmosphere
prevailed. Red Izabella wine and
champagne flowed freely as the hos-
tages and theirkidnapperhoststraded
toasts and jokes and dug into the
steady supply of food officialsdeliver
each day. A fourth U.N. hostage was
freed on Sunday as a goodwill ges-
ture,

Gunmen free UN hostage
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Princess suffers a stroke

By Eric Nurse
BRIDGETOWN, Barbados
(AP) - Three weeks into a Car-
ibbean vacation, Princess Mar-
garet checked.into a Barbados
hospital Tuesday after suffer-
ing a mild stroke at a party.

The 67-year-old younger sis-
ter of Queen Elizabeth II was

had part of a lung removed in

Queen Elzzabeth S szster 1n stable condition s tos dewes

sibling, had the stroke Mon-
day night at a friend’s chalet
on the tiny Grenadine island
of Mustique, where she has a
holiday home.

She was treated on Mustique

hospitalized with pneumonia

day for the island of St. Lucia  4fer becoming ill while stay-

after three weeks on Mustique,  jng with friends near London.
a windswept island popular

with royalty and rock stars.

Margaret was last seen in
: public in London late last
Margaret, now among the  month when she visited her

least publicly active members

97-year-old mother in hospi-

sieged house in westem Georgia
where he had been held sincé Thurs-
dayby opponentsof President Eduard
Shevardnadze.
Theleaderofthekidnappers,Gocha

The three hostages, Moelgaard,
Capt. Ronald Garcia of Uruguay and
Jaroslav Kulisek, a Czech, say they
have been treated well.

The Georgian president says the

and flown Tuesday to Barba-
dos, a former British colony,
where she first visited a pri-
vate heart clinic, then was
hospitalized for tests.

of the royal family, spends (4] "The Queen Mother, who

long periods on Mustique. had a hip replacement, is re-
Once a heavy smoker, she covering at home.

in stable condition and would
fly back to England as soon as
she is well enough to travel,
Buckingham Palace said.
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Esebua, pledged to release the re-
maining two hostages after formal
political negotiations begin between
his representative and the Georgian
government.
The release came hours after
Georgia's ambassador to Russia,
Vazha Lordkipanidze, announced a
tentative resolution reached during
talks in Moscow in which the Geor-
gian government agreed to the kid-
nappers’ major demand: to begin di-
rect political negotiations with Geor-
gia.
The kidnappers - supporters of a

$067032

H
:
:
i

Eduard Shevardnadze

former Georgian president - have
been holed up with the hostages in a
village, demanding along with talks
the release of seven comrades ar-
rested in connection with a Feb. 9
assassination attempt against
Shevardnadze.

Shevardnadze has agreed to take
part, the ambassador said. It was not
clearexactly what the hostage-takers
hoped to gain in the talks. No date for
the discussions was immediately an-
nounced.

CHRYSLER STRATUS

save up to

. $6500,%_

$087080

kidnappers - identified as supporters
of the late former President Zviad
Gamsakhurdia - are the same men
behind the assassination attempt. The
kidnappers deny it.

Georgia’s first popularly-elected
president, Gamsakhurdia was ousted
ina 1992 armed coup. He died later
under mysterious circumstances.
Shevardnadze became president a
few months later.

Esebua, thekidnappers’leader, told
The Associated Press on Tuesday
thathe and hiscomrades wouldnotbe
satisfied unless they were allowed to

s s

I

Two hostages——Ma] Maarten Moelgaard, nght of Sweden and Capt
Ronald Garcia of Uruguay are at a meeting with the media as two of their
captors stand behind themin Dzhikaskari, Georgia Monday. Moelgaard

was released early Wednesday after his captors reached an agreement

with the Georgian government. ap

CHRYSLER
CARAVAN

sqve up to

C067300

hold political talks in Tbilisi “under
the aegis of the United Nations, be-
tween official delegations of both
sides.” _

Following the latest captive re-
lease, Esebua said the Georgian gov-
emmenthad given permissionforhis
representative to travel from Mos-
cow to Thilisi, the Georgian capi-
tal, to argue his case in the nego-
tiations. Esebua said he would
surrender once talks were under-
way.

His representative is Nemo
Burchuladze, a former deputy
speaker of Georgia’s parliament
who is living in exile.

The situation was raising ten-
sions between Georgia and Rus-
sia, whom some Georgian offi-
cials have accused of supporting
the assassination attempt.

PARIS (AP)—U.N.Secretary-Gen-
eral Kofi Annan smiled and waved
as he left his Paris hotel Tuesday
on his way to New York, where
he is to present the agreement
reached in Iraq to the U.N. Secu-
rity Council later in the day.
Annan had no further comment
as he headed out of the Hotel
Crillon to catch a supersonic
Concorde for New York.

Wearing a straw hat and
holding a matching straw
handbag, Margaret walked
unassisted to a car that took
her to Bay View Hospital out-
side Bridgetown. She ap-
peared to be comfortable but
made no comment to report-
ers.

Margaret, the queen’s only

British embassy officials in
Bridgetown arrived at the hos-
pital later. None offered com-
ment.

‘Certainly at this stage the
signs are positive,” Ken Will,
an island official, said in a
BBCradio interview. “She has
been consulted throughout

Princess Margaret

and is fully cognizant.”

_ The princess, who is 11th
in line to the British throne,
had been due to leave Tues-

Indian police use batons and tear gas against rioting supporters of the Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata
Party in New DelhiMonday. Nearly 500 activists of the party demanded the removal of the Uttar Pradesh state

governor Romesh Bahandri who sacked the /oca/ BJP government AP

Candldate.klll »d m«;lndla_ vio

PATNA, India (AP) - An armed
band shotand killed a socialist
candidate and four supporters in a
village in northemn India on Tuesday.
It was only the latest violence in
nationwide parliamentary elec-
tions bloodied by bombings and
attacks and marred by allegations

responsibility for the deaths of
Devendranath Dubey, a
Samajwadi Party candidate, and
his supporters. No other details
about the attack have been re-
leased.

Election officials say the vio-
lence this year is no worse than

three-fourths of the 543 parlia-
mentary seats at stake.

Elections in Dubey’s Motihari
constituency were held Sunday
amid allegations of vote-rigging
by other candidates. The Election
Commission is expected to order
a fresh election in Motihari.

Canada unveils a

balanced budget

TORONTO (AP) - The government presented Canada’s first balanced
budgetsince | 970onTuesday, amilestone resulting frombillions of dolars
in spending cuts since the Liberal Party came to power in 1993.

Finance Minister Paul Martin offered modest tax breaks in the 1998
budget, plus a new scholarship fund for post-secondary students, but he
promised the books would remain balanced for at least the next three years.

“Canadians have paid to see the movie ‘The Deficit,”” Martin told
the House of Commons in Ottawa. “They don’t want to pay to see
the sequel.”

Martin was the official on the spot when the Liberals, underPrime
Minister Jean Chretien, took office in 1993 facing a more than $30
billion deficit. Big cuts followed, especially in transfer payments to
the 10 provinces for health care and education.

Martin received a standing ovation from his colleagues when he
announced that the deficit had been erased and declared, “This is a
turning point in our history.”

The biggest new program in the budget is the so-called Millen-
nium Scholarship Fund, allocating $1.75 billion to aid college and
university students who have been complaining about rising tu-
itions and heavy post-graduation debt loads.

Martin also offered tax relief for low-income families and
increased child care credits, but there were no major tax reductions
for middle- and upper-income Canadians,

He proposed an annual contingency fund of $2.1 billion that
would be used to help pay off the $406 billion national debt if the
funds were not needed elsewhere.

The budget calls for spending of $73.1 bllhon on programs in
1998-99.

Technically, the budget was a secret until Tuesday afternoon, but
Chretien gave a broad hint on Monday when he publicly presented
Martin with a bottle of black ink.

Opposition parties already have offered criticisms. The right-
wing Reform Party said there should have been bigger tax cuts
rather than any new spending, while the left-wing New Democratic
Party said Martin should have set firm targets for reducing the
country’s jobless rate of nearly 9 percent.

-DEATH & FUNERAL ANNOUNCEMENT

LOWA L. JOAB

was called to his eternal rest on
February 19, 1998 at the age of 67.

Predeceased by WIFE: Neidren L. Joab,
SON: Joeber {Jableke) Joab,
DAUGHTER: Janet Joab

Survived by CHILDREN:

The U.N. leader had dinner of fraud. usual inacountry wherereligious, Afourthround of voting willbe  |'Watak's Metwan Kabua, Tony&Nabellu Joab, LObl &Atma Joab
Monday mghtvyith French Presi- : The candidate’s widowtoldpo-  caste and economic differences  held Saturday and vote counting Ramon & Keslina J. Aldan, Davis & Atriney Joab, Thomas &
RAM dentJaeques Chirac, who greeted lice that a Cabinet minister was  often flare into violence. will begin March 2, with only a Antonetie D. Joab, Joseph & Laureen J. Batol, Edward & Elwine

him with “Welcome, bravo, involved in the killings, said T.P Bihar has accounted for some  few seats being contested on the ‘(Bakin) J. Muna, Dale & Mariam (Mem) J. West, Henry & Henita
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bravo,” at the Elysee Palace.

In an interview Monday
evening with France 2 television,
Annancalled positive words from
Washington about the agreement
*“a very good sign.

“I'm glad to hear that. It’s very
encouraging,” Annan said.

Throughout the crisis, France
consistently has pushed for a dip-
lomatic solution to avoid a U.S.-
led military strike against
Baghdad and French officials
were pleased by Monday's deal.

Sinha of the Bihar state police.

But the minister wasnot among
the four arrested suspects, who
were caught attempting to cross
into Nepal at Raxaul, 115 miles
north of Patna, the Bihar capital.

The killers — believed to be hired
gunmen — had left the victims’
bodies inacarin anearby village,
Sinha said.

Police have not sought the ar-
rest of the Cabinet minister, Brij
Bihari Prasad, who belongs to the
rival National People’s Party.

No one immediately claimed

of the worst election-related vio-
lence, with 40 reported deaths.

Dubey, like dozens of other
politicians in restive Bihar, was
facing trial on murder charges.
Four days ago, he got a court
order restraining police from ar-
resting him in another murder
case.

Nationwide, voting has been
staggered over a total of six days
to allow security forces time to
move to different trouble spots.
Iri three days of balloting so far,
voting has been completed for

last voting days March 7 and June
21, for snowbound areas.

On Tuesday, two people died
from injuries ina mine explosion
in the southeastern state Andhra
Pradesh. The explosion on Mon-
day, aday after voting in the area,
killed seven people immediately
and injured more than 35.

Another 58 people were killed
this month in a series of bombings
in the southern state of Tamil
Nadu. That violence was linked
to Hindu-Muslim tensions height-
ened by the elections.

Joab, Warren L. Joab, Larry & Margaret M Joab, Marcelma
(Telwas) Joab) ,

He s also survived by numerous brothers srsters &m~laws unc!es
auntres nephews nieces, relatlves & fnends

Addltlonally surwved by thlrty-three (33) grand chrldren & four ( )
great grandchrldren '

Last respect viewing & services wm be on Thursday, February
26, begmnrng at7: Q0pm - 11:00 p.m. at the Grace Chnstlan
Academy The remams will be flown to Majuro for burial. . 5. -

Thank you:”
Ce ;. The Family
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On... Airline fatalities down in97| |

Continued from page 4
ers last year, the worst on

cal, especially Director Allen
Stayman’s unrelenting pursuit of the
federalization idea.

One would think that you clean

@ War iaﬂas % 1‘ ic t DEADLINE: 12:00 noon the day prior to publication
_ J . @E@Ei’s NOTE: }f some reason your advertisement is incorect, call us
immediately to make the necessary corrections. The Marianas Variety
News and Views is responsible only for one incorrect insertion. We

were a Continental Airlines pas-

. roof under a makeshift tent. By Randolph E. Schmid

pepemy

In Atlanta, I have seen federally
subsidizedhousing projects, withply-
wood instead of glass covering win-
dows: armed drug dealers instead of
police partrolling the strects in these

projects; elderly people too afraid to
leave their hornes in the evenings.

Ireadinthe local newspapers about

extortion and murders of Asian busi-
nessmen in the city.

The local law enforcement agen-

cies had a hard time solving these

crimes as many of the victims and
witesses were illegally in the coun-
try. and would avoid the police be-
cause of the fear of being deported.
So my question is, why this enor-
mous federal concem for Saipan?
Our small islands are so many miles
away and so much stand to be cor-
rected right there in the mainland.
Our total population is less than

that of the one county I mentioned
earlier. Something is not quite logi-

your own house first before going
and looking fordirt inotherlocations.

Maybe Mr. Stayman also could
look into the living conditions on
somme of the Indian reservations.

I can see problems here on Saipan,
I believe that we all recognize that we
have them.

Ihave beenblessed with the oppor-
tunity to visit many comers of the
world. T see the problem here as
minor compared to what I have seen
elsewhere, including the U.S. 1 also
strongly believe that our new admin-
istration can and is going to correct
thern, especially if the U.S. govern-
ment would kindly offer some sup-
port instead of criticism, and also go
after the violators in federal court as
they can very well do. So far, I have
only seen local law enforcement ef-
forts.

MARJA K. ONNI

Kim...

Continued from page 2

South Korea, contributing to the
country’s current crisis.

*I firmly believe that we can

overcome today’s crisis by prac-
ticing democracy and a market
economy in parallel,” he said.

Saying hisnew government will

try to thaw long frozen relations
with rival North Korea, the new
president proposed that the two
Koreans exchange specialenvoys
1o discuss rapprochement.

Kim also renewed his earlier
proposal for a summit with North
Korean léader Kim Jong 1.

In an apparent response to
Kim'’s earlier offer, North Korea
said last week that it is willing to
talk with the new South Korean
government - something it has
refused to do so for years.

Kim set forth three principles -
no North Korean armed provoca-
tions, no South Korean attempt to
absorbNorth Korea and expanded
inter-Korea exchanges_ as a ba-
sis of peaceful coexistence be-
tween the two sides.

Other guests at the outdoor cer-
emony included former Philip-
pine President Corazon Aquino,
former German President Rich-

ard von Weizsaecker, former
Japanese Prime Minister Yasuhiro

Nakasone, International Olympic
Committee President Juan Anto-
nio Samaranch, U.S. civil rights
leader Jesse Jackson and pop
singer Michael Jackson.

Kim was elected with only 40
percent of the vote butrecent pub-
lic polls put his approval rating at
over 90 percent. Under his pre-
inauguration leadership, South
Korea’seconomic problems have
eased significantly.

Kim needs high public support
to implement reforms demanded
by the Intermational Monetary
Fund in exchange for its record
$57 billion bailout of South
Korea’s faltering economy in
December. His party is aminority

in Parliament, and he has to share
power with former political foes.
Despite South Korea's eco-
nomic difficulties, Kim said his
government would faithfully sup-
port a 1994 U.S.-North Korea
agreement under which two mod-
ern nuclear reactors are to be built

in the communist North by 2003.

The $ 5 billion reactors are a
reward for North Korea’s freeze
on ils suspect nuclear weapons
program. South Korea has prom-
ised to assume most of the reactor
costs.

The United States and Japan
are the other major financiers of
the reactor deal.

Troops.. ..
Continued from page 2

hijacker was acting alone and was
not affiliated with any organiza-
tion.

Airline chief Yusuf Bolayirli
told NTV that the hijacker, pre-
sumably a Turkish Cypriot, said
he was acting on behalt of God
and wanted to go to Tehran, the
Iranian capital,

NTV said the man wanted to
take two pilots and five passen-
gers as hostages.

Bolayirli said the plane, an RJ-

100, could only reach the eastern
city of Van, near the Iranian bor-
der, with the fuel in its tanks.

The transportation ministry
did not allow the plane to be
refueled.

One of the passengers freed
before the hijacker was seized,
Sabahattin Utkur, told ATV
that the Cypriot had let people
with health problems go, and
ordered that no alcoholic bev-
ecrages be served. Drinking
alcohol is forbidden in Islam.

“Ihave nointention of harm-
ing anyone,” Utkur quoted the
hijacker as saying.

Ay b

WASHINGTON (AP) - Major
U.S. air carriers recorded one
of their safest years onrecord in
1997, with three fatalities, a
sharp drop from the 342 lost
lives the previous year, the Na-
tional Transportation Safety
Board. '
However, the nation’s smaller
airlines recorded 46 fatalities
last year, up from 14 in 1996.
While there was a drop in
deaths on major carriers, the,
total number of accidents in-
creased to 42, up 10, at least
partly as a result of a definition
change under which more air-
craft were classified as major
" carriers. _

. The major carriers’ three
deaths, including two passen-
gers, is the fewest since 1993,
when there was just one airline.
fatality and that was not a pas-
senger.

The difference between 1996
and 1997 illustrated the volatil-
ity of statistics in a business
where even one accident can
claim hundreds of lives. .

The three who died last year

senger who fell through an open
catering door while boarding the
plane in Lima, Peru; a United
Airlines passenger killed when
the aircraft encountered sharp tur-
bulence over the Pacific Ocean,
and aDelta AirLines ground crew
member run over by a plane’s
nosewheel at LaGuardia Airport:-
in New York City.

The NTSB did not provide their
names.

The year before, 230 people
died in the explosion of TWA
flight 800 leaving New York and
110 were killed when a ValuJet
pluriged into the Florida Ever-
glades.

The safety board noted that,
statistically, figures from year to
year are hard to compare because
of changes in classification. Ef-
fectiveinMarch 1997, all planes
with 10 or more-seats came
under the stricter regulations
of major airlines. Previously
that classification had covered
larger planes of 31 seats or
more.

There were five fatal acci-
dents involving smaller carri-

-QOlson Air Service accident

- 63 fatalities a year earlier.

Jan. 9 when 29 people died
in a Comair crash at Mon-
roe, Mich. If that crash had
occurred after March, it
would have fallen into the
major airline category.
Other smaller airline fa-
talities in 1997, which all
involved the smaller aircraft,
included eightkilled on Nov.
8 in a Hageland Aviation
Services crash in Barrow,
Alaska; five deaths on an-
other Hageland flight April
10 in Wainwright, Alaska,
and two deaths each on an
Air Sunshine crash Feb. 8in
the Virgin Islands and an

June 27 in Nome, Alaska.
The report also showed 40
deaths in 82 accidents last
year on air taxis, which are
not included in the statistics
for scheduled airlines. The
40 deaths were down from

Private planes, meanwhile,
recorded 646 fatalities in
1997, up slightly from 631 a
year earlier. S

Gutierrez. ..

Continued from page 1

of voting sheets are not readily
available toanybody whorequests
them,” the governor said.

When contacted for comment,
Unpingco denied that the Legis-

lature is hiding anything.

“How can we hide anything
when the press published our votes
the following day after we voted.
It was also on TV news, *
Unpingco said in a telephone in-
terview from Guam.

He said all the Governor had to

do is send his people to the Leg-
islature to pick up copies of the
records he was requesting for.

“This is a very minor thing; it is
just a miscommunication. All we
need is cooperation,” the speaker
said. “I'm not at war with the
Governor.”

I&S . ..

Continued from page 1

know if they know what is going
on,” he added.

Tomokane in a Variety article
this week asked the transition team
to “substantiate their findings,”
as most of them did not contain
any explanations, including the
line *donot approve the I&S con-
tract.”

MVB Subcommittee Chair JM
Guerrero pointed out that
Tomokane “was just not happy
with the recommendation” and it
was “unfortunate” she ignored
procurement regulations in not
having the contract out to bid.

“The MVB PR and AD com-
mittee strongly suggested that the
advertising agency be bidded out,
but unfortunately, she convinced
the Board to disregard their com-
ments because their findings were
‘not impressive,’” said Guerrero.

Villagomez also questioned
MVB’s “protection” of the 1&S
contract and said he has a “'strong
suspicion” someone is making
money off the contract.

“The personal interestisontheir
end, not ours. The Attorney
General’s Office and the Public
Auditor’s Office is foliowing the
case very closely. It is not just
about legalities, but the activities
surrounding it,” said Villagomez.

“We are now part of her
(Tomokane) list of the possible
bad boys who don't agree with
her. We would have welcomed
her concerns if she had called us,
but she decided to go to the me-
dia,” he said.

MVB Board Chair Antonio S.
Guerrero and Tomokane, in an
interview yesterday, said that they
did not receive “any kickbacks”
from the 1&S contract.

“They are mistakenif they think
I am part of that. I'm against
public corruption,” said Guerrero.

“We followed procurement
regulations and we did bid out the
contract. We did what we had to
do,” he said.

“The chairman and I do not
know of any such thing as kick-
backs here and that is what we
have to be proud of,” said
Tomokane.

“The MVB Board has begun
the process of maintaining the
same agency for consistency and
purpose of building our image,”
she said.

When asked about the team say-
ing she ‘“has no future,”
Tomokane’s only iesponse to the
team was “‘thank you very much.”

Villagomez said the team will
recommend to the governor after
his trip from Washington, DC to
“not approve the 1&S contract™.

“We did not have a position
before on the 1&S contract, but
because of this development, ['m
changing my mind and the team
will have a report to present to the
governor,” said Villagomez.

“The governor and the It. gov-
emnor both are just waiting for the
opportunity to get this out of the
way as it is from the previous
administration,” he said.

“The actions of the governor
seem to reflect his direction to re-
organize MVB and involve more
of the private sector,” he said.

Brother. ..

Continued from page 1

his father to go back and instead
drive the boat to him.

Max, however, just went under
water on his way back to the boat.

A private boat passing by was
able rescue the teenager. With the
help of the boat’s pilot, Max’s
body was recovered. Max was
given cardiopulmonary resusci-
tation (CPR) before being taken
to CHC, but he did not regain
consciousness.

Total . ..

Continued from page 1

dedicated to the February 26
eclipse, the phenomenon can be
viewed at around 16:00 GMT or
past 2 p.m. Friday (Saipan time).

On-line advisories, however,
noted the schedules, as to the
eclipse’s starting, totality andend
time, are subject to change.

A total solareclipse is an astro-
nomical phenomenon that occurs
when the mooniscompletely cov-
ered by the sun.

Itis regarded as one of the most
popular astronomical phenomena
because of its fantastic view char-
acterized by the pearl-color co-
rona appearing during totality.

Poeple who witnessed similar
eclipses say the surrounding view
during totality, including the ho-
rizon, remain bright with the sky
being dark.

Viewers are advised not to view
the solar eclipse with-bare eyes to
avoid eye damage.
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Announcement
01 GENERAL MANAGER-Salary:
$3.05-9.00 per hour
01 OFFICE MANAGER-Salary: $3.05-
8.00 per hour
Contact: UNIVERSAL GROUP DEVEL-

OPMENT INC. Tel. 234-2978(3/
5)Th25571

02 SUPERVISOR, ELECTRICIAN-Sal-
ary: $3.05-4.50 per hour

04 CARPENTER-Salary: $3.05-3.75
per hour

03 MASON-Salary: $3.05-3.50 per hour
03 PLUMBER-Salary: $3.05-3.50 per
hour

03 PAINTER-Salary: $3.05-3.75 per
hour

Contact: REMEDIO S./DANIEL S.
BUNIAG dba Mariran Enterprises Tel.
322-0414(3/5)Th25573

05 BEAUTICIANS-Salary: $3.50-5.00°
per hour

Contact: JIHAN CORPORATION dba
Jihan Beauty Shop & Supply Tel. 322-
0414(3/5)Th25574

01 MANAGER-Salary: $1,000.00 per
month

01 SUPERVISOR-Salary: $800.00 per
month

01 BRICK LAYER-Salary: $3.05 per
hour

Contact: GREAT SUN CORPORATION
Tel. 235-3403(3/5)Th25575

01 EXECUTIVE ACCOUNTANT-Sal-
ary: $600.00 per month

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary: $3.05
perhour

Contact: GUERRERQ TRADING COR-
PORATION TEL. 322-2112(3/
5)Th25577

01 CIVIL ENGINEER-Salary: $800.00
per month

Contact: GUERRERO TRADING COR-
PORATION dba Island Home Develop-
ers Tel. 322-2112(3/5)Th25578

01 WATCH TECHNICIAN (REPAIR)-
Salary:$650.00 per month

Contact: ISAURO S. EUGENIO dba
D.E.E. Enterprises Tel. 234-5272(2/
26)Th25511

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-
Salary:$3.05-3.30 per hour

Contact: MODERN OFFICE FURNI-
TURE & SUPPLIES, INC. Tel. 234-
6832(2/26)Th70730

01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.15 per hour

Contact: JESUS V. DELEON
GUERRERO dba R & J House Rental
Tel. 234-3533(2/26)Th70737

01 AUTOMOTIVE PAINTER-Sal-
ary:$6.60-7.35 per hour

01 AUTOMOTIVE BODY REPAIRER-
Salary:$7.75-9.80 per hour

Plus $250.00 housing allowance per
month.

Contact: MICROL CORPORATION Tel.
234-5911(2/26)Th70739

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-
Salary:$3.05-4.15 per hour

Contact: JESUS V. DELEON
GUERRERO dba JM & Associates Tel,
234-3533(2/26)Th70736

g1 AUTO PAINTER-Salary:$3.05 per
our

01 MECHANIC-Salary:$3.05 per hour
01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.50-4.00
per hour

Contact: JOHN B. ROBERTO dba PC
Auto Clinic Tel. 235-0252(2/
26)Th25522

01 FRONT DESK CLERK-Sal-
ary:$3.05-4.20 per hour
g2 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05-3.65 per
our
01 HOUSEKEEPING CLEANER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.25 per hour
01 MASON-Salary:$3.05-3.65 per hour
Contact: MODERN INVESTMENT,
INC. dba Saipan Ocean View Hotel Tel.
234-6832(2/26)Th70729

01 MASON-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:$3.05-3.60
per hour

Contact: M.S. VILLAGOMEZ INCOR-
PORATED dba MSV Construction
Company Tel. 234-6108(2/26)Th70744

01 MECHANIC-Salary: $4.00 per hour
01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary: $800.00 per
month

01 CALIBRATOR-Salary: $4.00 per
hour

Contact: KAE POONG CORP. dba Kim,
Sung Seo Tel. 234-9018(3/5)Th25579

01 CASHIER-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: MP CORPORATION dba
Mercy's Beauty Shop Tel. 235-1990(3/
5)Th25582

01 PAINTER-Salary: $3.30 per hour
04 MASON-Salary: $3.05-3.30 per hour
04 CARPENTER-Salary: $3.05-3.50
per hour

01 DRAFTSMAN (WORKER)-Salary:
$850.00 per month

01 CIVILENGINEER-Salary: $1,400.00
per month

Contact: NORTH PACIFIC BUILDERS,
INC. Tel. 235-7171(3/5)Th25584

01 INSTRUCTOR (SCUBA DIVING)
SPORT-Salary: $1,100.00 per month
Contact: COMMONWEALTH MARINE
LEISURE CORP. dba Marine Sport &
Leisure/Mr. Takeuchi Tel. 234-9157(3/
5)Th25585

01 SALESPERSON-Salary: $3.05 per
hour

Contact: HONG ELECTRIC ENTER-
PRISES, INC. Tel. 234-1324(3/
5)Th25586
01 BUILDING MAINTENANCE RE-
PAIR-Salary: $3.05-4.50 per hour
Contact: KWEK'S ENTERPRISES
SAIPAN INC. Tel. 234-7243(3/

-5)Th25588

01 QUALITY CONTROL CHECKER-
Salary: $3.05-3.75 per hour

Contact: YANG JIN BUYING & TRADE/
INFORMATION SERVICE COMPANY
Tel. 235-2421(3/12)Th25658

02 WAITRESSES-Salary: $3.05-3.25
per hour .
Contact: NHZEK! INTERNATIONAL
SAIPAN CO., INC. dba Discotheque
GIG Tel. 234-5050(3/5)Th70814

01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER-Salary:
$3.80 per hour

Contact: GREAT PACIFIC ENTER-
PRISES, INC. Tel. 234-7499{(3/
5)Th70816

02 REST. WAITRESS-Salary: $3.05-
3.50 per hour

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary: $4.00 per
hour

Contact: ROLAND G. JASTILLANA dba
Golden Lobster Rest. Tel. 234-7658(3/
5)Th70820

01 LAYOUT ARTIST-Salary: $3.65 per
hour

Contact: YOUNIS ART STUDIO, ING.
dba Marianas Variety News & Views Tel.
234-6341(3/5)Th70822

01 FARM WORKER-Salary: $3.25 per
hour

Contact: YOUNIS ART STUDIO, INC.
dba Marianas Variety News & Views Tel.
234-6341(3/5)Th70851

01 ASSISTANT MANAGER-Salary:
$3.05-5.50 per hour

Contact: J&S CORPORATION Tel. 234-
1688(3/5)Th25569

01 SALES CLERK-Salary: $3.05-3.50
per hour .

01 SALES CLERK-Salary: $3.05-3.50
per hour

01 WHOLESALE CLERK(Stock Control
Clerk)-Salary: $3.05-3.50 per hour
Contact: UNIVERSAL GROUP DEVEL-
OPMENT INC. dba Hailan Market Tel.
234-2978(3/5)Th25570

- Classified Ads
FIRST

01 BEAUTICIAN-Salary: $3.05 per hour
01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Salary:
$3.05 per hour

01 OFFICE MANAGER-Salary:
$1,400.00-2,000.00 per month '
Contact: RAINWATER-SAIPAN, INC.
dba Water Treatment Co. Help Supply
Services Tel. 234-8461(3/5)Th25589

SEAMSTRESS
LOCAL HIRE PREFERRED
Please apply in person at
The First Floral Shop
Middle Road Gualo Rai

0t SALES SUPERVISOR-Salary:
$650.00-1,500.00 per month

04 SALES ASSOCIATE-Salary:
$650.00-1,200.00 per month

Contact: SAIPAN EMPLOYMENT
AGENCY & SERVICES,INC. Tel. 234-
7327(3/5)Th25590

02 KITCHEN HELPER-Salary:$3.05
per hour )

01 SHOE REPAIRER-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

01 AUTO MECHANIC-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: SAPPHIRE ENTERPRISES,
INC. dba Salyn's Beauty Shop Tel. 234-
9869(2/26)Th25517

01 ASSISTANT MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$800.00-850.00 per month
Contact: SAIPAN PLANT CENTER,
INC. Tel. 234-1572(2/26)Th70735

01 ASSISTANT RESERVATIONS
MANAGER-Salary: $3.05-12.00 per
hour

03 FRONT DESK CLERK-Salary:
$3.05-8.50 per hour

Contact: SUWASO CORPORATION
dba Coral Ocean Point Resort Club Tel.
234-7000(3/12)Th70943

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary: $6.00 per
hour

Contact: YOUNIS ART STUDIO, INC.
dba Marianas Variety News & Views Tel.
234-6341(3/12)Th70946

APARTMENT FOR RENT
Studio Type $350.00-$400.00 per
month, utilities not included, quiet,
single or couple only, immediate
move-in, in Koblerville

Tel. 284-1238 (Day); 288-2222 (Evening)

{2) bedroom, (1) bedroom apartment

Brand New, Fully Fumished, Ceramic Floor Tiles,
Laundry Room, Security Gate with Intercom Gate
Swilch, 24 hours water.

MODERN APARTMENT
AAA-557, Caller Box 10001, Saipan, MP 96950
Tol. 288-8471 o 480 BAE4
Conlact Person: Daniel Lin

APARTMENT FOR RENT
2 Bedroom Concrete Apartment
Located Upper Navy Hiil
Furnished 24 hrs water
$600.00/month plus
1 month security deposit
Please call: 322-3607 or pager 236-1023

1) 1991 Mazda B2600i Plck-Up - New Linex Bed
Liner, New Tires, only 49K miles, $400 Stereo
System. Very Nice Truck. $5,800. Will accept
monthly payments with 50% down (Shown Balow)

g

$) 1988 Mazda B2600 Pick Up - Great Running
ruck, Roll Bar, Nice Wheels, Great Condition
$4,600. Will accept monthly payments with 50%
down (Not shown)

(,, '; s [ . /
3) Ocean Kayak - Like New, Scuba Tank Holder, 2
\(\s(lsaslgr Tight Compartments, Paddle & Roof Rack.

00
Call 235-1417

CAPITOL HILL:
Executive Brand New Large 2
Bedroom, Furnished Townhome View,
Private road entrance 24 hr. water,
cutside barbecue area Washer/Dryer
and A/C Yardman included in rent
$1,000 @ month 322-0828

LOT FOR SALE

San Vicente, 1583 sq.m.

Tuturan. 585! sq.m.  ————-

Capitol Hill, 3420 sq.m.
Contact: Frank Yuan

Tel: 1-626-588-3660 Fax: 1-626-588-3655

E-mail: frank@c-me.com

2,200 SQ. FT./ .90¢/SQ. FT.

MIDDLE ROAD, GUALO RAI

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

LOCATED AT THE 2ND FLOOR OF
BRIGHT MORNING STAR BLDG. 2

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL TEL. NO. 233-1133

01 MAINTENANCE (BUILDING RE-
PAIR)-Salary: $3.05-4.25 per hour
Contact: MISA ENTERPRISES INC.
Tel. 234-6900(3/12)Th25649

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary: $1,100.00
per month

Contact: EQUITABLE INSURANCE
CO., INC. (3/12)Th25650

01 WAITER-Salary: $3.55 per hour
02 TRAVEL COUNSELOR-Salary:
$1,200.00 per month

01 MARINE SPORTS INSTRUCTOR-
Salary: $1,260.00 per month

01 GROUND (HOST)-Salary:
$2,600.00 per month

02 BARTENDER-Salary: $4.00-5.20
per hour

Contact: PACIFIC DEVELOPMENT,
INC. Tel. 322-8876(3/12) Th25651

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary: $4.50 per
hour ’
Contact: KIMCO ENTERPRISES, INC.
Tel. 234-3207(3/12)Th25652

01 CIVIL ENGINEER-Salary:
$1,100.00-1,900.00 per month
Contact: SHIMIZU CORPORATION
Tel. 234-5438(3/12)Th25655

01 MECHANICAL ENGINEER-Salary:
$6.00 per hour

Contact: WOOSUNG CONSTRUC-
TION CO. LTD. Tel. 235-1240(3/
12)Th25657

01AUTO MECH.-Salary: $3.05 perhour
Contact: TROPICALRENTACAR INC
Tel. 532-3071(3/12)Th25659

FOR RENT

Ground floor of a concrete
commercial building ideally
located in As Lito Village,
Saipan, CNMI. Available
immediately, 4,000 square
feet at fifty-five cents ($0.55)
a square foot.

Contact: Mee Hye, Lee,
322-5189 or 235-3207

Shell Gas
Station

First
Hawaiian

Pizza
Hut

Mochi's/
The Field|{ISTAR BLDG. 2

BRIGHT MORNING

Bank

L_|

MIDDLE ROAD

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Quiet Two (2) Bedrooms « Swimming Pool
Tennis Court

KANNAT GARDENS

(Near Northern Marianas College)

235-5686 (8:30 AM to 5:30 PM, Weekdays)
235-5849 (6:00 PM to 9:00 PM, Everyday)

PUBLIC NOTICE |

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF
THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION FOR
APPOINTMENT OF GENERAL GUARDIAN
FOR THE PERSON AND THE ESTATE OF:
NICK T, SABLAN, JR., a minor child

by: LUCY T. SABLAN, Pelitioner
FCD-GU CIVIL ACTION NO. 98-0051

NOTICE OF HEARING ON PETITION FOR
APPOINTMENT OF GENERAL GUARDIAN

Please take notice that a Petition lor Appointment
of Guardian for the above-named minor child by
LUCY T. SABLAN, as Petitioner, has been filed
with the above-entilled Court and is open for
review at the Office of the Clerk of the said Court,
in Susupe, Saipan, Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands.

A HEARING of said Petition for Appointment of
Guardian will be held in Couttroom ___ of the
above-entitled Court on March 26, 1998 at 1:30
p.m. or as soon as thereafter.

Dated this 23rd day of February, 1998.

JOVITAC. FLORES,
Clerk of Court

Is/ DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT

NS

Marianas Vartety

SUBSCRIBE NOW

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT
OF THE
NORTHERN MARIANA
ISLANDS

IN THE MATTER OF PETITION
FOR ADOPTION OF:
VICENTE ALDAN HOCOG,
minor,

By: JOSEPH DUENAS ALDAN,
and LUCRETIA TUDELA ALDAN,
Petitioners.

FCD AD CASE NO. 98-0058
Tl F HEARIN

Notice is hereby given that on
February 26, 1998 at 9:00AM in the
courthouse of the Superior Court in
Saipan, Northern Mariana lslands,
the petitioners will petition the Court
to adopt the above-named minor.

Dated this 13th day of February,
1998.

/sl REYNALDO O. YANA
Attorney for Petitioners

_DONT BEAT THE RED LIGHT
" OBEY.TBAFFIC RULES
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By Stella Wilder
Bom today, you are by no means
a timid, fragile or helpless indi-
vidual! In fact, you are one of the
strongest, most capable, indepen-
dent, outgoing and confident in-
dividualsbomunder your sign. A
go-getter who is almost always
satisfied with the results of your
efforts, you are continually choos-
ing new and more complex
projects to which to devote your
considerable energies, and you
are always winning praise from
others for doing what was for-
merly considered too difficult to
try — or even downright impos-
sible!

You can be a highly emotional
individual, but this only servesto
better your chances at work, and
enrichesevery aspect of yourlife.
You are not a slave to your feel-

ings, but rather you look to them
to inspire and guide you at every
turn. You possess a big, generous
heart.

Also borm on this date are:

Johnny Cash and Fats Domino,
singer-songwriters; Jackie
Gleason and Tony Randall, ac-
tors.

To see what is in store for you
tomorrow, find your birthday and
read the corresponding paragraph.
Let your birthday star be your
daily guide.

FRIDAY, FEB. 27

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
— Nothing but the best for you
today! Can you find someone to
share it with who will appreciate
it just as much as you do? Sure
you can!

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
— Take care that you don’t be-
come too colorful and complex in
your self-expression today. Keep
things simple and on an acces-
sible level.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
— What is considered proper is
not foryou today. You are feeling
mischievous and a bit rebellious.
You will want to make your own
statement.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
— You will have the chance to
please someone close to you in a
manner that is not at all expected,
but wholeheartedly accepted and
appreciated.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
— Take care that you aren’t so
emotional today that you cannot
be rational when necessary. Bal-
ance thought and feeling as best
you can.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) — Be
patient at all times today. Try to
conjure up fiery, mercurial feel-

ings and you’ll encounter more
danger than you are ready for at
this time.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) —
Take the time to focus more clearly
on those one or two responsibili-
ties that fall to you today. It is
essential that you see things real-
istically.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) —
You can be quite stubborn, and
others actually expect it of you
from time to time. Today, how-
ever, you may be unusually flex-
ible.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
— The more cooperative you can
be today, the better — particu-
larly when you find yourself in a
position of authority. Share du-
ties fairly,

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) — You may have to
rethink certain things today in
order to-make necessary adjust-
ments and assure yourself that
everyone can contribute equally.

CAPRICORN (Dec, 22-Jan.
19) — You may encounter one or
two formidable obstacles today,
but take the time to think things
through and you'll see how you
can overcome them.

AQUARIUS (Jan.20-Feb. 18)
— Trust your instincts today as
youstruggle with a difficult deci-
sion that you hadn™t expected to
make this soon. Move forward at
all times.

Copyright 1998, United Feature
Syndicate, Inc.
END Your Birthday 02-26-98
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Tiger Woods prais

VALENCIA, Calif. (AP) - When
Charlie Sifford is honored this week-
end for winning the Los Angeles
Open29years ago, Tiger Woods will
have a very personal reason to shake
his hand —‘and thank him.

Woods, whose mother is Thai and
father is black, fully realizes that his
friend helped break golf’s color bar-
rier almost three decades ago.

“Charlie, in my opinion, is one of
the mostcourageous menevertoplay
this sport,” said Woods, who will
competethisweekinthe NissanOpen,
formerly called the Los Angeles
Open.

*“To deal with the things he had to
deal with, society and the racism, he
kept fighting and fighting to the point
where he knocked down the Cauca-
sian clause. If it wasn’t for him, his
strong will, whoknows, I might have

never had the chance to play golf. My
dad might not have picked up the
sport.”

Woods, 22, considers Sifford and
Lee Elder, another black golf pio-
neer, like grandparents.

“They’re awesome. They call me,
I'call them, we just talk. We have a
great relationship,” he said.

Although Woods is from a differ-
ent generation than Sifford and El-
der,healsohasexperienced discrimi-
nation at times in his life,

“Thadtodeal withalotof the things
they had to when I was growing up
andIwasn’tallowedtoplay inalot of
places,” Woods said. “My dad ex-
plained to me what these two gentle-
men did and I just kept going.

“Tlearned at a very early age.”

The learning experience included
his first day of kindergarten.

1998 o o o Continued from page 24

Big T-White Tuna
Coffee Care

Angus Beef Eaters
Oleai Totally Uncorked

Masters Division:

Lite Beer Ano Pa

Pac. Amusement Plaboys
Oleai Beach Restaurant
Norpac Dart Busters-M

26 19 58
25 20 56

15 30 33

Mixed Doubles Division:

Lydia and Manny

Don and Love

Jerry and Lean

Joel and Mara

Paul and Jean

Cristy and Sebastion
Rudy and Miles
Wayne and Jean
Edgie and Gwendalyn
Joe and Marcel

SP ORTSBITS Continued from page 24

Course Golf Resort.

Due to the limited space available, SGA encourages members to call
Ray Diaz for reservation. Show time is 5:50 a.m. Tee-time is scheduled

for 6:10 a.m. ‘

For more information please contact Ray Diaz at 234-5997.

kK
CNMI Chess Association Elects New Officers

The CNMI Chess Association is gearing up for an exciting
year of activities and tournament throughout 1998. Until a
permanent venue is established for tournament play, interested
chess players are invited to meet on Sunday mornings at 10:00
a.m. near the 13 Fishermen’s Memorial Monument.

Last Sunday, the board of directors elected the officers for this
season. They are as follows: President Ely Buenaventura, Vice-
President Junnel Lomantos, Secretary Almer Santos, Treasurer
Jun Ocena, Auditor Paul Elauria, Pubic Relation Officer Carl
Pogue, Sergeantat Arms Marlon Yucampo and Manny Domingo.

dosfck
Taga Classic Body Building Championship

The Body Building Association has scheduled the Taga Clas-
sic Body Building Championship for May 9th.

Deadline for interested competitors is March 13th. The asso-
ciation established a $25.00 membership fee per year.

For more information, please contact Ty lIzuka at Midway
Motors or Abner Venus at 234-5911.,

*ok
Sth Rota Blue Triathlen

The 5th Rota Blue Triathlon will be held on Saturday, April
I'Ith, starting at 7:00 a.m. at East Harbor on Rota.

Distances are 1.5km swim, 40km bike, 10km run.

For more information, contact Stuart Smith at 256-0292.

*kk
ICBL Open to Filipino Basketball Teams

Interested Filipino teams are invited to participate” in the
upcoming Intercommercial Basketball League which will start
sometime in March.

Anyone interested should contact Archie Rosario at 234-
6136,

(P.T. Castro)

“Some sixth graders tied me to a
_tree and threw rocks atme and yelled
‘nigger’ atme theentire time,” Woods
said.*The teachercame andletme go
but didn’t walk me home, and I only
lived across the street. -

“The sixth graders chased me all
the way home. T had my own friends
that were cool; it was justone of those
deals. We grew up middle class or a
little above that,

We were the only minority family

es Charlie Sifford

in our block.”

Sifford, 75, was 39 before blacks
were allowed on the tour, He became
the first black tour member to win a
tournament, the 1967 Greater Hart-

ford Open.

Nets 110, Grizzles 101

By Tom Canavan
EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J.
(AP) - Sam Cassell scored 26 of
his 28 points in the second half
and the New Jersey Nets snapped
athree-game losing streak by beat-
ing the Vancouver Grizzlies 1 10-
101 Tuesday night.

Kerry Kittles added 29 points
and career-high 13 rebounds and
Jayson Williams had 18 points
and .15 rebounds as New Jersey
handed Vancouverits 1 Ithlossin
12 games. V

Bryant Reeves had 31. points
and a season-high 15 rebounds
and Shareef Abdur-Rahim added
26 points for Vancouver, which is
0-6 all-time against the Nets.

Cassell scored 16 points in the
finalquarter, hitting all five of his
shots from the field and 6 of 7
from the free throw line. He made
his final six shots from the field,
and most of them touched noth-
ing but net.

Cassell opened the fourth quar-
tet with a jumperand he had seven
points in a 12-4 spurt that gave
New Jersey an 87-80 lead with
8:26 to play.

A baseline floater by George
Lynch and a 3-pointer by Pete
Chilcutt cut the Nets’ lead to 87-
85, but Sherman Douglas hit two
free throws and Kittles made his
third 3-pointerin as many tries for
a 92-85 edge with 5:35 to go.

Vancouver got within five
points on three occasions down
the stretch, the last when Reeves
scored on a rebound to make the
score 101-96 with 1:04 to go.
However, Keith Van Horn hita 3-
pointer to put the game out of
reach.

Van Horn, who has been in a

shooting slump, finished with 13
points on 5-of-15 shooting.

Nets starting forward Kendall
Gill did not play because of a sore
big right toe. Brian Evans, ac-
quired in the deal with Orlando
along with the injured Rony
Seikaly, made his first start and

New Jers

had four points in 31 minutes ...
The Grizzlies’ 95 field goal at-
tempts were the most by a Nets’
opponentthisseason ... Nets coach
John Calipari yelled at a score-
keeper for not putting a Grizzlies
basket on the scoreboard quick
enough,

ey Nets’ Kerry Kittles (30) goes to the hoop in front of

Vancouver Grizzles’ Bryant Reeves during their game in East Ruther-

ford. ap
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Laly 4 still in lea

By Priscilla T. Castro

Variety News Staff
THE LALY 4 are still leading
in the Division “B” of the 1997
Saipan Softball Association
Men’s League.

The first game last Monday
night was shutoff because of
the ten-run-rule in effect. The
game was stopped in the fifth
inning with a score of 17-4.

Climaco Laniyo was four for
four with a triple and scored
two runs. Fred Kaipat was
three for four with two con-
secutive homeruns and a
triple.

Game Two

Senyevins 21, Torres Ref.

Freezers 11
The second game was also

stopped in the fifth inning be-
cause of the ten-run-rule.

The Senyevins in the bot-
tom of the third inning man-
aged to run in eleven runners
to lead the game by nine runs.

Charlie Saimon was four for
five with a homerun and one
rbi, while Eddie Benjamin was
four for four with three single
runs.

Game Three
GR Crew 15,
Men at Work 4

All four games were shutoff
last Moday night.

The GR Crew shutoff Men
at Work in bottom of the sixth
inning when the GR Crew was
leading by eleven runs.

Jess Mesa was three for four

SPORTSBITS

RGA February Ace Tournament

This is to inform all interested Refalawasch Golfers Association
members that the February Ace Tournament will be held next
Sunday, March 1, at Laolao Bay West Course.

There are 32 slots open, so its a first-come-first-served basis. The
score towin is 69, in which Ben Taitano won the February Qualifier.

Showtime will be at 11:00 a.m. and tee-off time is at 12:00 p.m.

For more information, please contact President Tony Rogolifoi or

Joe Lizama at 234-1001/1002.

L2 2]

Saipan Major League Managers Meeting
This to inform all managers for the Saipan Major League that
there will be ameetingon March2, 1998 at 11:30a.m. at Royal Taga

Beach Club.

Agenda for the meating are the upcoming baseball season and on
“this day the deadline for entrance fee and rosters are to submitted.
For more information, please contact Tony Rogolifoi at 234-100

or 1002,

ek

SGA February Club Championship
The Saipan Golfers Association will hold its monthly club cham-
pionship this coming Saturday, February 28, at Laolao Bay West

Continued on page 23

with a single and a double and
homered in the second inning
running in two runs.

JJ Laniyo was two for four
with a double and a homerun
in the bottom of the $ixth in-
ning.

Game Four
MidPac Sunrays 19,
Fielders 6

Ton Guerrero was three for
four with a double and two
triples and four rbis. In the
bottom of the fifth inning Alex
Villazon hit the ball and the
fence but it was not a homers
so they gave him a triple.

In the top of the fourth in-
ning the Sunrays managed to
run in nine runs for the vic-
tory of the last game.

Demonstrators show the moves for WOmen in defending themselves.

The NMC will be holding Women’s Self-Defense Class this coming

Saturday at the College.

Photo by Priscilla T. Castro

NMC to hold Women’s
Self-Defense Class

By Priscilla T. Castro

Variety News Staff
THE Northern Marianas Col-
lege Continuing Education
will be holding a course on
Women's Self Defense to be
conducted by Instructor
Searay Beltran.

In aninterview with the Va-
riety, Beltran said he has been
teaching self-defense for men
for 15 years, but in 1987 a
friend of his told him to inter-
view two women in the States
who were victims of rape , so
he interview them and later
taught them how to defend
themselves.

Later after the course the

OES tea

cher Wilson Saimon’s second graders are shown exercising
at the school grounds yesterday.
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two women called several
friends and that’s how Beltran
started teaching Women's
Self-Defense.

According to Beltran, a
woman who took the self-
defense course can defend
herself from anyone regard-
less of their size.

Beltran also said the stron-
gest parts of the body are the
palm and forearm and on the
lower part of the body, the
knee and the foot.

Thus, these body parts
should be used to defend your-
self.

The course will teach
women safety awareness and

about the environment, how
to carry your purse, your keys
or any valuable things that you
always carry with you at times.

The course will start this
Saturday, February 28 at NMC
and they will even have course
held at the Saipan Fitness Cen-
ter in Garapan soon.

If you are not able to attend the
course you can call Beltran for
individual training at 235-6464.

Registration forms are now
available at the Northern
Marianas College Building V.
Continuing Education Office
or call Abbie Cing or Bonnie
Tudela at 234-3690 ext. 1813/
1814.

1998 Dart League Sta{:s

Division A:

Team
Norpac Dart Busters-A

MGD dont Touch My Beer

Crown Royals
Oleai Beach Bums
Len's Strikers
Revolution X
Rudy's White Trash
R.C.A.

Akashi

‘Win Loss Pct

' 26 17 62
17 13 57
25 20 56
25 20 56
22 23 49
22 23 49
14 16 47
20 25 44 -
7 - 23 23

Division B:

Island Magic

STS Snipers

Norpac Dart Busters-B
Saipan Jet Ski Club
‘Buds Bar Choice

TDC Puro Pinoy

Len’s Lounge Lizards
Blind Hats

Mom’s Bad Company

Division C:

Rudy’s Rudeties
Norpac Papaitan Boyz

- A
[
75
£ 4L
£ 4

RHES
e

CARILELD FA0nA GAIT AN BT D50

22 11 67
21 12 64
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Your PIZZA will usually be ready for pick-up within 20 minutes. We will tell you if its going to take fonger.
Or you can tell us what time you want to pick-up your PIZZA

FOR TAKE OUT ORDERS CALL 234-3076 OR 223-118C

Nl , [l et
Stugoly s D WITH PURCHASE
Since 1989 PIZZA
enjoyed by pizza lovers from around the world
s "_71‘; : “A "y r, !‘ﬁ ‘.,':. :_}:_ 3 ,A(,'A -
SEALL MEDIUM :
. CHEESE ONLY $8.95 $13.50 $16.50
. CHEESE & PEPPERONI $9.75 81475 $17.95
or Spiced Beef, or Italian Sausage, or
Canadian Bacon, or Shrimp, or Crab
. CHEESE, SPICED BEEF & MUSHROOMS $10.50 $15.75 $18.95
. HAWAIIAN SPECIAL $10.50 $15.75 $18.95
Canadian Bacon, Pineapple, Mushrooms
. NEW YORK'’S FAVORITE $10.50 $15.75 $18.95
Pepperoni, Bell Peppers, Olives
. GARLIC LOVERS $10.50 $15.75 $18.95
Pepperoni, Sausage, Lots of Garlic
. VEGETARIAN $11.50 $16.75 $18.95
Olives, Bell Pepper, Onions, Mushrooms, Fresh Tomatos
. SEAFOOD $11.50 $16.75 $18.95
Crab, Shrimp, Bell Pepper
. BOBBY CADILLACS COMBO $12.50 $17.75 $20.95
Pepperoni, Sausage, Olives, Mushrooms,
Bell Pepper, Onions
MEATS SEAFOODS VEGETABLES
ShiALL MEDIUM LARGE | SMALL REOWiL LARGL ar. wEn
§1.00 $1.25 $1.50 | $1.00 $1.25  $15 Fresh Tomatoes. ~ 75¢  $1.00  $125
! ' Bell Peppers 75 1.00 1.25
o 3 SHRIMP CRAB . Jalapeno Peppers 25 50 75
Pepperoni, ltalian Sausage { " Pineapple .75 1.00 125
Canadian Bacon ‘ Extra Cheese . Garlic 25 50 75
Splced Beef : $1.25 $1.50 - $1.75 ‘ Mushroooms 75 1.00 1.25
. Black Olives 75 1.00 1.25
| Extra Sauce - No Charge Onions 25 50 75




Do you get more foryourmoneyat a0 0 thanat
PIZZAHUT ?

: e - ' large thin crust pizza ic about 16", Pizza Hut ie abouf 14"
(Accordmg’ro fhe:r most tecent menu). That's about 30% more at i FERPRS T

givesyous 14" thin cruet one-fopping pizza
w:’rh each Iarge 16 pizza you purchase. Thic ic a good Deal!
And it’e a good Deal everyday, year around.

o price for a three-topping thin crust pizza ic $1€.05.
Plzza Huts price for a threa topping thin crust pizza ic $20.90.

Y UADILL. D seafood pizzais a delicious blend of sauce, mozzarella cheese,
cheddar cheese provolone cheese, fresh frozen shrimp, crab and bell pepper.
Brought together on special thin crust.

Buy a large for $18.95. Get a medium = .

Wizza Gazette is published every once in awhile by the owner of Bobby Cadillacs. The Publisher

admits to a little bias towards the pizza at
Bobby Cadillacs, which is Simply The Best. Pizza Hut is a registered tradem

ark of Pizza Hut, Inc.

A eee————
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