Tree Planting. Acting Gov Made/eme Z. Bordallo (/eft bent over)

By Haidee V. Eugenio
Variety News Staff
WHO’S TELLING the truth?

This was what the CNMI and
federal representatives to the 902
consultations had to ask yester-
day owing to conflicting reports
from two U.S. government agen-
cies on allegations some Saipan
garment manufacturers are in-
volved in the transshipment of
apparel goods.

While a U.S. Customs report
received on Monday by Gov.
Pedro P. Tenorio and the CNMI

Customs Service maintains there

are no illegal transshipment ac-
tivities by garment firms in the
CNM]I, a recent report from the
Office of Insular Affairs says oth-
erwise.

Acting Customs director Joe
Mafnas disclosed that the U.S.
Customs report “acknowledged
that the potential for illegal trans-
shipment of finished (garment)
goods (inthe CNMI)isvery low.”

*“That’s a fair report for us. In
other words, there is no illegal

',‘.{\‘\-. ~
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transshipment . . . They did a
plants a coconut tree at Ritidian Monday afternoon during a gathering h hohysical t d
of original land owners of the northern land being held by the federal oro;xg tp ysical Inspection an
inves nga ion.

government Photo by Eduardo C. Slguenza

Edward B. Cohen
“But the rfecent report from
(OIA Director Allen P.) Stayman
alleged thatthere are illegal trans-
shipments,” Mafnas said shortly
after emerging from the second
day of the consultation meetings
between Edward B. Cohen, Presi-
dent Clinton’s special represen-
tative to the 902 talks and the
CNMI negotiating panel.
Mafnas also said the OIA re-
port contains *‘erroneous” facts
and accusations with nothing to
back them up.
“There was no substantial evi-

UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII LIBRARY,

Allen P. Stayman

dence that there are illegal trans-
shipments . . . The report from
OIA is inaccurate, and that’s my
position,” Mafnas said, adding
that Stayman’s basis may have
been based on “poor investiga-
tion.”

Cohen and other federal repre-
sentatives listened and asked ques-
tions during the three-and-a-half
hours presentation made by the
CNMI Department of Labor and
Immigration, along with the Cus-
toms Service, regarding the state

Contmued on page 23

| Hofschneider to push lglslt |

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
REPRESENTATIVEHeinzS.
Hofschneider (R-Prec. 3,
Saipan) yesterday said the
House Committee on Health,
Education and Welfare, which
he chairs, will soon push for
the passage of legislation that
would give autonomy to the
Commonwealth Health Cen-
ter.

Hofschneider, in an inter-
view, said House Bill 11-149
has the support of the Depart-
ment of Public Health (DPH)

and together wnh the hcallh

to establish an autonomous CHC

Heinz S. Hofschneider

legislative branches.

By Tanya M.C. Mendiola
: Variety News Staff

fill fire: will be given .carbon

retum to ‘their homes.

HAGATNA ———Famxﬁcs evacu-
ated from Ordot due to the land-

monoxxde monitors when they
. said Kelly. : :
Civil Defense Director Bob ' ' Although the air in the area
Kelly said the Government of -

Guam will purchase and install -

Ordot homes to be prov1ded
carbon monoxide monitors

the. monitors in the fam1lxes
homes.

“Since we are the anes: pro- :

ducing the smoke, we should
provxde the necessary precau-
tionary dev:ces tothe famlhes

“,'r‘has been tested to be safe for
‘Continued on page 23

pPAC MEWSPAFER STACKS

msurance bill is considered [
“top priority” in this year’sleg-
islative agenda.

Introduced by Hofschneider
and co-sponsored by six other B
House members, H.B. 11-149
would allow CHC—to be re-
named Commonwealth Hos-
pital Corp.—to be accountable
for its own financial manage-
ment and to be “free” from g
interference  from the &
government’s executive and §

The bill would allow CHC §
to be “professionally run” by a |
Contmued on page 23

By Haidee V. Eugenio

Variety News Staff
THE CNMTI'’s probate law now
imposes a Commonwealth estate
tax — including that on the inher-
itance of Larry Hillblom’s alleged
heirs — after the previous law
was amended to achieve its in-
tended purpose of raising revenues
for the government.

Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio, in a
letter to the Legislature, said he
has signed into law House Bill

Guam hosts As1an Chmesev

Business Conference today

Variety News Staff

4

'

HAGATNA — The powerful overseas Chinese business commu-
nity -- often referred to as the “bamboo network” -- is set to start its
12th Asian Chinese Business Conference on Guam today with
opening ceremonies to be held at the Hyatt Regency hotel.
According to Senior Assistant Franklin Chen of the Taipei Eco- -
nomic and Cultural Office in Guam, the conference will feature
overseas Chinese businessmen from Japan, Korea, Hong Kong,

. Thailand, Malaysia, Vietnam, Burma, Philippines, Macao, Austra-

lia, New Zealand, Singapore, Indonesia, Fiji, Brunei, India, Solomon
Islands, Nauru, Okinawa, and other Asia-Pacific countries.

In addition, high-ranking officials from the Taiwan government
will also be attending, including the minister of the Taiwan Overseas
Chinese Affairs and the vice chairman of the Taiwan Council for
Economy Planning and Development.

“This agency is my country’s counterpart of your GEDA, so it is

very important,” Chen said.

Collectively, the overseas Chinese business commumty repre-

11-326 whichaimsto correct tech-
nical deficiencies in Public Law
10-10.

The bill isnow known as Public
Law 11-52.

Rep. Karl T. Reyes, author of
the bill, said that this measure will
not only impose a local tax on the
inheritance of Hillblom’s alleged
heirs, but also on all estates.

Legislators had earlier branded
the said legislation as *‘Hillbloms
law™ as they refer to its retroac-

Contmued on page 23

‘Hllblom estate tax’ bill now law

tive applicability to the ongoing
cases involving the estimated
$600 million Hillblom estate.
Hillblom was considered one
of the most famous and influen-
tial businessman in the Marianas
during his time. He died in a
plane crash on May 21, 1995.
The governor also said that the
passage of said measure was rec-
ommended by the Department of
Finance secretary in order to be
Continued on page 23
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By TERENCE HUNT
WASHINGTON (AP)—Presi-
dent Bill Clinton called for *bi-
partisanship and civility” Tues-
day as he assessed the state of the
nation and offered a bold plan to
use huge surplusesto protect fed-
eral retirement and health care
programs rather than cut taxes.

Clinton.onaday of highdrama
that shifted from his trial in the
Senate to his State of the Union
address before Congress. asked
for billions of dollars for new
domestic programs, for a better-
prepared military and forhelping
Russiariditself of nuclear weap-
ons.

He also announced the gov-
emment will sue the tobacco in-
dustry for smokers' health costs.

The Democratic president re-
ceived arespectful standing ova-
tion from members of both sides

inaRepublican-dominated Con-
gress bitterly divided over his
impeachment.

“First things first.” he insisted,
pushing a Social Security plan
that many in the majority Repub-
lican Party oppose.

The beleaguered president, in
a confident and animated speech
that belied the facthe is ontrial in
the Senate. received a warm wel-
come as he echoed an appeal for
bipartisanship by new House
Speaker Dennis Hastert.

With the economy booming
and the budget balanced, Clinton
said America’sachievements are
sometimes overlooked “'in the
clash of controversy.”

Several Republicansboycotted
the 77-minute speech: Chief Jus-
tice William Rehnquist. presid-
ing over Clinton’s trial. also
staved away.

“The state of our union is
strong.” Clinton declared torous-
ing applause from an audience
that included his wife, his Cabi-
net.diplomats. and special guests,
including baseball star Sammy
Sosa.

Clinton introduced Sosa as a

Ionoring impeachment

Clinton lays out an
‘ambitious’ agenda

hero of two countries —the United
States and his native Dominican
Republic.

Clinton made no mention of the
sex-and-lies case that led to his
impeachment and imperils his
presidency. Atone point, he singled
out his wife, Hillary Rodham
Clinton, saying “I honor her” for
her work with children and on be-
half of the nation.

Republicans, in their response to
the president’s speech, said the
nation’s business would not be hurt
regardless of the outcome of
Clinton’simpeachment trial, which
continues in the Senate Wednes-
day.

“Our country is not in crisis,”
said Rep. Jennifer Dunn. "No mat-
ter what the outcome of the
president’s situation, life in
America will goon.”

In the omate House chamber
where he wasimpeached one month
ago on a party-line vote, the presi-
dent was received with respect and

President Clinton, flanked by Vice President Gore (left) and Huse Speaker Dennis Hastert, gestures
while delivering his State of the Union address on Capitol Hill Tuesday.

interrupted by applause 95 times.
Democrats were most enthusias-
tic.

Two of his harshest Republican
critics — House Majority Leader
Dick Armey of Texas and House
Majority Whip Tom DeLlay of
Texas — sat stonily side by side.

AsSenate Majority Leader Trent
Lott left the chamber, photogra-
phers overheard him asking a com-
panion whether Clinton had “no
shame.”

Clinton called for a dollar-per-
hour increase in the national mini-
mum wage and announced that the
Justice Department will sue the big
U.S. tobacco industry to recover
billions of dollars in health care
costs spent on smokers.

“With our budget surplus grow-
ing, our economy expanding, our
confidence rising, now is the time
for this generation to meet our his-
toric responsibility to the 21st cen-
tury. Let’s get to work,” he said.

The president proposed a $12

AP

billionincrease inmilitary spend-
ing, part of $110 billion to be
added over the next six years.

He called for $4.2 billion—a
70 percent increase — to reduce
the threat from Russia’s nuclear
arsenal and redirect the work of
Russian scientists from weap-
ons to civilian research. The ini-
tiative would help finance the
dismantling and destruction of
warheads and dangerous materi-
als and accelerate Moscow’s
withdrawal of troops stationed
outside of Russia.

With the economy booming,
Clinton reported*‘the state of our
unionis strong. Americais work-
ing again. The promise of our
future is limitless. But we cannot
realize that promise if we allow
the hum of our prosperity to lull
us into complacency.”

Anadvancetextofhisremarks
wasreleased by the White House.

The prepared speech made no

Continued on page 23 |

Iraq submits critique of
US no-fly zones policy

By NICOLE WINFIELD
UNITEDNATIONS(AP) —Iraq
sent the United Nations an 11-page
critique of the no-fly zones over
northern and southemn Iraq, saying
they have no legal basis. Iraq
warned that it has the right to pro-
tect itself against the “continuous
act of aggression.”

Iraq has routinely complained
aboutthe U.S. and British-patrolled
no-fly zones, but Tuesday’s letter
was unusual both in its length and
its detail.

Italsorepresented aswansong of

" sorts for Baghdad’s outgoing U.N.
ambassador, Nizar Hamdoon, who

hasbeenengaged inyearsofheated
exchanges with the Security Coun-
cil over intemational restraints im-
posed following Iraq’s 1990 inva-
sion of Kuwait.

Hamdoon is returning to
Baghdadtotakeupapositioninthe
foreign ministry.

Inhis letter, Hamdoon presented
a near line-by-line critique of the
American justification for the no-
fly zones contained in “talking
points” he said were givenrecently
to Security Council members to
explain Washington’s position.

Theexplanation, Hamdoon said,

Continued on page 23

RP search on’

for victims of
river tragedy

LUMBAN, Philippines (AP) —
Rescuers searched the bottom of
ariver Wednesday for victims of
awater festival accidentin atown
south of Manila that left at least
12 people dead and many others
injured, police said.

Police chief Raymundo
Oliquiano said two teams of frog-
men would continue searching the
Lumban River until Wednesday
night.

“We are giving the frogmen the
rest of the day to look for possible
victims before we stopthe search,”
Oliquiano said.

Kl
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Philippine Coast Guard divers continue to search for victims of the

State of Union
was more like
the ‘State of the
US Presidency’

By MICHELLE BOORSTEIN
NEW YORK (AP) — Many
Americans watching President Bill
Clinton’s speech to Congress said
it told them more about the state of
the presidency than the state of the
union.

Michael O. Norton of Boston
didn’t much like what he saw, but
Joe Tarin in El Paso, Texas, was
proud of Clinton for sticking to his
agenda.

“He’s sitting here as if
everything’s going OK. I think it’s
just a facade,” said Norton, a 40-
year-old salesman who watched
Clinton’s State of the Union speech
Tuesday night from the Boston
Athletic Club. “He’s talking about
all the safe issues. Thisis like alast-
ditch effort to save himself.”

Others saw a different Clinton
— one unswayed by his impeach-
ment trial, one who has stayed true
to his agenda despite the political
turmoil around him.

“He’s more confident—it’slike
he’s not even thinking about the
other issues. He’s really saying,
*The sky’s the limit,”" said Tarin,
one of about 20 people who fell
silent at the L and J Cafe, a bar and
Democratic hangout east of down-
town El Paso. ‘I think he’s putting
the stamp on his administration.
He’s saying, ‘I'm not going to let
history judge me by the impeach-
ment trial.”

Clinton’s words were received
with smiles, cheers and heads nod-
ding in agreement at the Mambi
Restaurant, aneighborhood barand
chicken takeout spot in northern
Manhattan frequented primarily by
Dominican immigrants. People
stopping in for a drink or dinner
were glued to the television, which
broadcast the speech dubbed in
Spanish.

Theyhad aheroamongthe guests
invited to Congress for Clinton’s
speech — baseball superstar
Sammy Sosa, a Dominican native,
who sat with first lady Hillary
Rodham Clinton.

As Clinton talked about a pro-
posed retirement savings plan,
Pedro Dominguez, a 31-year-old
pharmacist from nearby Bergen,
New Jersey, said the president had
not allowed the trial to cripple his
work,

“He looks like a little confused,
but he’s doing a good job for the
Continued on page 23

fluvial float accident along the Lumban Riverin Laguna early Wednes-

day, which killed 12 persons either by electrocution or drowning

Tuesday.
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According to key Covenant figure:

Takeover

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
IN THE absence of an authoriza-
tion from the United States Con-
gress for the Clinton Administra-
tion to federalize the CNMI's
immigration and minimum wage
controls, any discussion on the
issue remains inappropriate and
without basis, according to a key
Covenant negotiator.

Former Lt. Gov. Pedro Agulto
Tenorio, whowas deeply involved
in the political status negotiations
leading to the enactment of the
Covenant, said a Congressional
mandate in the form of an amend-
ment to the US-CNMI agreement
on minimum wage and immigra-
tion must be issued first.

“Itis both arrogant and insensi-
tive on the part of the US to insist
on discussing this issue, and your
office must not dignify nor allow
such coercive discussion of the
issue [takeover] to take place at

Pedro Aguilto Tenorio

this time,” he said in a letter to
Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio.

The Covenant negotiator
stressed that allowing White
House emissary Edward Cohen
and four other federal officials to
“prematurely” conduct discus-
sions for a federal takeover would
undermine the CNMTI’s right to
self-government.

He insisted the need for the US

__ bilities and where we have mu-
tualresponsibilities.” -

‘prir sponsi-

*“Their largest concern.. is the
; i
1.

A

could speed up fraud trial

Joseph F. Ada

By Eric F. Say

Variety News Staff
HAGATNA — Contending at-
torneys in the poll fraud case
yesterday scrutinized election
documents categorized by codes
over the weekend by Curtis C.

Van de veld, counsel for former
governor Joseph Ada.

The codes showed various
groupings of voter documents
under question.

Election Commission Direc-
tor Henry Torres took the stand
and went through the catego-
rized stack to verify specific
codes.

Torres was asked to verify
dubious Affidavits of Registra-
tion.

Many affidavits showed vot-
ers who did not indicate their
dates and places of birth, or
places of birth outside the
United States, and voters who
voted absentee but have not re-
sided on Guam for years.

Ada and his running mate,

Continued on page 22

governmenttolegally enactafed-
eral statute effectively amending
the Covenant that would autho-
rize President Clinton’s adminis-
tration to federalize local immi-
gration and minimum wage be-
fore any talks on transition is pur-
sued.

“Given the clear motive of the
US envoy to practically ram their

alk ‘inappropriate

wish down our throats, such
scheduled discussions of issues
should be canceled...It is never
too late to correct mistakes and
problem areas which the Cov-
enant did not anticipate,” the
former CNMI official said.

He added that it is more impor-
tant to address the overall Cov-
enant provisions focusing on

J

modifying certain provisions
which will promote and improve
the relationship between the
CNMI and the US, “rather than
nit-picking on issues of immigra-
tion and minimum wage.”

The veteran Covenant negotia-
tor emphasized that the although
the CNMI Marianas Political Sta-

Continued on page 22

WELCOME. Ed Cohen (right) the US representative to the 902 talks, chats with Press Secretary Frank

Rosario (left) and Office of Insular Affairs Field Representative Jeff Schorr who welcomed the federal
delegation at the Saipan International Airport Monday night.

Photo by Mar-Vic C. Munar

NMC students to stage protest today

By Louie C. Alonso

Variety News Staff
STUDENTS from the Northern
Marianas College will be staging a
motorcade rally today to protest
the non-funding of educational as-
sistance program for on-island stu-
dents.

Spearheaded by the NMC Sw-
dent Council (StuCo), the assem-

bly will start at the building A
parking lot.

Motorcade rally will start at 9:30
and students will be heading to the
Administration Building on Capi-
tol Hill.

NMC StuCo Vice PresidentOlai
Uludong said it is time for the stu-
dents to go up the Govemor’s Of-
fice to voice out their concerns

because they severely affected by
the problem.

“We feel that PSS is always go-
ing up to the legislature to ask
money, right? You never heard of
NMC going up. What do they
expectfromus? Justsiteventhough
we don’t have our funds for schol-
arship?” Uludong asked.

. Continued on page 21

Camacho panel gets GovGuam update

By Jojo Santo Tomas

Variety News Staff
HAGATNA — The Committee
on Land, Agriculture, Military
Affairs and the Arts held an over-
sight hearing yesterday in an at-
tempt to unify long-range goals
for land-related agencies on
Guam.

From that, Committee chair

‘Chamber raises

‘concerns on red
tape at the DOLI

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
WHILE expressing support for
government’s plan to encourage
retirees from Japan to settle in the
Northern Marianas, the Saipan
Chamber of Commerce raised
concerns over the apparent bu-
reaucratic process at the labor and
immigration department.

In a letter to Gov. Pedro P.
Tenorio, the Chamber said Sen-
ate Bill 11-82, which now sits at
the governor's office for signing,
will promote a new class of non-
residents in the CNMI which is

Continued on page 21

Sen. Marcel Camacho found a
host of problems, most of them
requiring immediate attention.

“Ithink the most alarming thing
was Chamorro Land Trust Com-
mission. There’s a majority of
them who are under limited-term
employment thatruns outinJune.”
Camacho said.

Recently, the Gov. Carl

Gutierrez issued a hiring freeze
and the legislature passed mea-
sures to prevent the extending of
limited-term contract workers.
“That’s the dilemma that they re
in,” Camacho said. "Of the 17
employees, | 4of them may fall in
that situation. That would only
leave the executive management
Continued on page 21

PUTC chairs will push for
pro-Marubeni legislation

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
THE CHAIRS of the Senate and
House Committees on Public Utili-
ties, Transportation and Commu-
nications will push for the passage
of legislation allowing the Com-
monwealth Utilities Corp. toaward
the contract to Marubeni-Sithe, the
Variety leamned.

Senate Vice President Thomas
P. Villagomez(R-Saipan), the Sen-
ate PUTC chair, said his House
counterpart, Rep. David M.
Apatang (R-Prec. 1, Saipan), will
introduce the bill.

And despite the threat of a law-

suit to be filed by the 12 other
companies that offered bids for the
$120 million project, Villagomez
said the bill has the support of most
legislators.

Key legislators on Tuesday had
a“closed-door” meeting atthe Sen-
ate chamber with CUC officials to
discuss the contract for the project.

“We’'re going to introduce the
bill because they will still protest
anyway,” Villagomez said. refer-
ring to the losing bidders.

“We 're confidentthat CUC made
the right decision in selecting
Marubeni-Sithe, and we have the

Continued on page 21
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M A Meetmg Place For' Dur
Dplmons

~And Yours

JACK ANDERSON and JAN MOLLER

WASHINGTON MERRY-GO-ROUND

Like N.Y., Schumer
spreads refuse around

SEN. CHARLES Schumer is barely three weeks into his U.S.
Senate career, but already he’s starting to annoy his colleagues. At
least those whose offices are in the vicinity of the second-floor
suite that Schumer will occupy in the Dirksen Senate Office
Building.

It isn’t odd to find boxes or office furnishings in the halls of the
House or Senate office buildings at the start of a new Congress.
New members are moving in, old ones are moving out; and others
are moving into fancier suites vacated by retirement or defeat.

Still, the scene outside Schumer’s new office is unusual — even
compared to the standard chaos that greets each new session.
Boxes — filled with papers, books, window blinds and video
cassettes — stretch for twenty yards outside Schumer’s door.
Schumer’s new neighbors say the unsightly barricade has been
there for two full weeks.

Other hall-mates snicker at the irony of New York’s junior
senator foisting his refuse on the public domain. For years, New
York City has been trucking its garbage to distant jurisdictions,
most infamously a few years back when a trash barge sailed the
Atlantic coast looking for a home. More recently, New York
created a stink by dumping its refuse in Northern Virginia, just
across the Potomac River from the Capitol.

Schumer’s spokesperson, Kathy Levine, is careful not to charac-
terize the boxes in the hall as ““trash.”

The boxes contain important files and materials from Schumer’s
House office, Levine told us. “I don’t think the senator’s constitu-
ents would appreciate having their mail referred to as trash.”

That, of course, begs the next question: What would the good
citizens of New York think about having their.letters sitting in an
unmonitored public hallway, free to the prying eyes of curious
passers-by?

Defensively, Levine said the constituent letters are in sealed
boxes and weren't out in the hall for very long — only a week, tops.
Everything, Levine told our associate Kathryn Wallace, would
soon be moved. This was confirmed by Schumer’s receptionist,
who said the trash was scheduled to go by the end of the week —
per order of the Senate Superintendent.

Wanting to get to the bottom of this, we called said
Superintendent’s office, and were told that they could not com-
ment specifically on Schumer’s trash. But they did note that the
Senate Rules Committee has strict guidelines governing all public
space in congressional office buildings.

The rules say that anything moved into the hallway must be
removed by the end of the business day. Non-compliance canresult
in corrective action from the Senate Rules Committee or the
Occupational Sufety and Health Administration.

Yes, even trash disposal on Capitol Hill is enveloped in bureau-
cracy.

MISPLACED RESOURCES — Six years ago, Bill Clinton infa-
mously promised to run “the most ethical administration in his-
tory.”

It didn’t take long for those words to become, in White House
parlance, “inoperable.” But even though law and order may not be
the rule at the top, it’s being drummed into the minions.

At the Treasury Department, no fewer than 14,404 employees
have undergone “integrity awareness™ training. In the six months
ending Sept. 30, nearly 500 presentations were given, mostly to
Internal Revenue Service personnel, “that are designed to heighten
their awareness of cthics and integrity,” according to a recent
report by Treasury’s Office of Inspector General.

An OIG official. speaking on condition of anonymity, told us that
all new Treasury employees used to undergo ethics training. Cut-
backs have since forced the OIG to give these briefings “as oppor-
tunity arises.” But despite everything going on at the White House,
our source told us that the integrity classes do not cover sexual
harassment in the workplace.

The training may not have come a minute too soon. Judging from
the same report, high crimes and misdemeanors aren’texclusive to
the Oval Office. For example, an agent from the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco and Fircarms pleaded guilty to “conspiracy and bribing a
public official” for his role in a scheme to sell resident-alien “green
cards.” Investigators caught on after the agent showed signs of
living far beyond the means of his modest government salary,

In the IRS, one employee was tossed out after being caught in an
illegal refund scheme, in which the employee and three co-con-
spirators tried to claim $150,000 in false refunds.

HAVE
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By David T Hughes
For the Variety

Does the ‘Net serve your news needs?

THERE'S a mini-debate going on between a few
of the computer writers at the newspaper. The
question is where do most people go for news,
weather and sports information.

One writer says she relies to a major degree on
the Internet. Still another says they depend on
television and cable networks.

I kinda’ fall in the middle of the spectrum.
Television still offers me a capsule view of news
and it’s delivered to me in an osmotic mode, as
I get ready for work each morning. Being a child
of the 50’s and 60’s I also rely on newspapers a
great deal for local news and some national
news. Radio keeps me up on traffic problems
during my work commute.

The Internet does play a vital role in my daily
news fix because it allows me to - narrow- the
focus of information I - need - to do my job.
There are so many more sources of geek infor-
mation that would never see the light of day in a
regular newspaper, be given 10 seconds of air-
time on television or radio.

Most of that information is *“pushed” to me via
email from various sources, so much so that I
actually spend more time reading email dis-
patches than physically going to their sites.

I keep up with information from my hometown
in Arkansas by reading the Arkansas Democrat
(www.ardemgaz.com) newspaper as faithfully
as I read the Journal newspapers. News from my
beloved Saipan comes in from reading two of
that island’s newspapers that arc online. I even
find time on occasion to see a vidco-streamed
copy of their nightly cable newscast.

During my work day I use the capabilities of
Real Audio to tuse various news radio stations
across the country, CSPAN to peek into the
impeachment circus, orif I want achuckle or two
I’ll spend a few minutes with Garrison Kieler
and an archived broadcast of A Prairie Home
Companion.™

There’s nothing like hearing about the lives of
the folks from Lake Woebegone to put things in
perspective. While it’s not necessarily news, it is
“information.”

[ also rely on television news for school closings
during bad weather. 'd much rather rely on a school
district website if I could - depend - on it.

Local television is a dependable and delivers
information I need in a timely manner.

Where Internet news shines is sports. I'll con-

fess to not being a sports fan, but from what I
understand from the fanatics who worship the
various shapes of sports balls the ‘Net is the
place to be for THE ultimate sports fix.

Not only are the major sports news stories
featured in colorful magazine style, it’s more
comprehensive than any daily newspaper’s
sports section could ever be.

Web site’s like www.espn.com are wildly
popular and profitable because they serve a
specific need. Just go to any major web search
engine and click on “sports.” Hundreds of sites
from that of the NFL to individual fan sites will
make themselves known.

Just how do -YOU- use the Internet for news
and information. Send me email at
dhughes@ wizard.net and tell me if you depend

~onthe ‘Net or more traditional delivery vehicles

and why. I'll print the best letters.

‘NET DEMOGRAPHICS A’CHANGIN’

Quick: If you have mental picture of the
‘average’ Internet user, what would it be? A
male teenager? A geeky guy with taped glasses?
Giggling kids in a chat reom?

A majority of new Internet users are women,
according to a survey of Internet usage con-
ducted last November by the Washington, DC-
based Pew Research Center for the People and
the Press.

Among people using the Net for the first time
in the previous 12 months, women accounted
for 52 percent and men 48 percent, the Associ-
ated Press reported.

Centerdirector Andrew Kohut said the Internet
audience is broadening from primarily com-
puter-savvy users to a group more similar to the
makeup of the U.S. population. ~

The survey focused on the appetite for news
on the Net, finding that weather is the most
popular subject. Forty-one percent of US adults
use the Internet regularly, the Pew report said,
up from 23 percent in 1996, according to a brief

n “The Internet Daily” mailing list.

Older folks are also taking to the Internet like
ducks to water. A recent AARP report said that
men and women in their 60’s and 70's are
showing that “old dogs” can learn new tricks
when it comes to getting on the Internet.

Community centers in retirement villages are
being transformed into classrooms to teach how
to use the Internet.
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By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
ROTA’S Ricardo S. Atalig
(R) has so far filed the most
number of bills in the 11th
Senate and has attended all
the 18 sessions last year,
records showed.

Senate Floor Leader Pete P.
Reyes (R-Saipan) and Senate
Vice President Thomas P.
Villagomez (R-Saipan) have
the second and third “best
record” based on the number
of bills filed.

As of yesterday, 97 bills
have been filed or pre-filed in
the Senate. Of this number,
five have been enacted into
law, six are before Gov. Pedro
P. Tenorio, and four have been
vetoed.

Atalig, whois in his second
term, filed 24 pieces of legis-
lation, which includes six lo-
cal bills. Of these proposed
laws, one has been passed by
both houses of the Legisla-
ture only to be recalled from
the Office of the Governor—
S.B. 11-5, which would re-
strict the number of alien
workers that could be em-

" ployed as waitresses or “host-

‘Most prohﬁc senators

Ricardo S. Atalig

esses.”

Two of his local bills have
been vetoed.

Reyes filed 19 bills, two of
which became law—P.L. 11-15,
the creation of the Marianas
Visitors Authority, and P.L. 11-
22, prohibiting the importation
of vehicles that do not comply
with US safety standards.

One of Reyes’s bills, in addi-
tion, is now before the gover-
nor—-S.B. 11-72, which would
reorganize the Commonwealth
Ports Authority and the Coastal
Resources Management.

Villagomez introduced 14

Pete P. Reyes

bills, including one local, and a
legislative initiative, which is a
proposed constitutional amend-
ment on referenda involving
public lands.

Of these bills, one has been
enacted into law (P.L. 11-30, to
allow the use of private fire-
arms at shooting galleries), one
was vetoed (8.B. 11-1, toclarify
the Legislature’s investigative
and contempt powers), while
one is before the governor (S.B.
11-30, which involves the
amount autonomous agencies
pay the Office of the Public Au-
ditor).

Thomas P. Villagomez

Sen. Herman M. Manglona
(R-Tinian) filed 12 bills, half of
which are local, and one is now
law—S.B. 11-43, which reduces
the cost of rental or lease pay-
ment to non-profit schools or
public property.

Manglona, however, skipped
five of the 18 sessions last year.
But he was “excused” during
those five sessions.

Senate President Paul A.
Manglona (R-Rota) introduced
11 bills, one of which is now
law—P.L. 11-46, which creates
minimum wage review or spe-
cial industry committees.

Sen. Juan P. Tenorio (R-
Saipan) filed 10 bills, three of
which are now before the gov-
ernor, while one was vetoed——
S.B. 11-74, to establish local
preference to local bidders on
government construction
projects.

As requested by the gover-
nor, Tenorio hasre-introduced
an improved version of the
same bill.

Sen. David M. Cing (D-
Tinian) introduced nine bills,
one of which is now before the
governor—S.B. 11-95, to al-

low the registration of right
hand drive vehicles that en-
tered the CNMI prior to the
enactment of law banning such
vehicles.

Cing said he has six more
bills currently being drafted
by the Senate legal counsel.

Sen. Joaquin G. Adriano (R-
Tinian) introduced eight bills,
including two local. Like the
Senate president and Atalig,
he has maintained a perfect
attendance record.

Sen. Edward U. Maratita (R-
Rota) filed five bills.

(Nextweek: The 11th House
of Representatives)

McPhetres
knowledge

Agnes McPhetres

By Louie C. Alonso

Variety News Staff
NORTHERN Marianas College
President Agnes McPhetres said
the announcement that there was
no fund for NMC'’s scholarship
program came as a surprise toher,
denying an administration
official’s claim that she knew

By Louie C. Alonso

Variety News Stalf
BILL Matson, acting budget Of-
ficer of the Public School System
yesterday said additional federal
resources could be used for PSS
new programs specifically Goals
2000 and Technology theracy
Federal program.

PSS willreceive $108,000for 11
Goals 2000 classroom grants at
$7,100 each and one $30,000 pro-
fessional services granttoaschool.

Education Commissioner Rita
H. Inos said PSS has more than
$250,000 in technology funds for
school grants in which about 25

denies having prior
of EAP cash problem

about it as early as August last
year.

McPhetres was reacting to re-
marks made earlier by governor’s
planning and budget representa-
tive Vicky Villagomez.

McPhetres said during last
year’s discussion on educational
assistance program (EAP),
Villagomez, Danny Nielsen,
members of NMC’s Board of
Regents and some government
officials only agreed that the gov-
ernment would give NMC
$575,000 to fund the scholarship
for fall semester.

She said the meeting did not
touch on anything about spring
semester scholarship fund.

“I personally asked them if we
would have money for the spring
semester. They did not say yes or
no. They said it would be re-
duced. They never came up to

PSS finds more federal resources

grants (at $5,000 to $15,000) to
schools will be available.

Inos said the final notice for
these funds will set the deadline
for submission of applications.

She said PSS is expecting
schools to have amonth of prepa-
ration for the grants.

“ encourage you to work with
your staff to identify school pri-
orities so that you can quickly
respond to our notice,” Inos told

. public school principals.

PSS has $358,000 available to
schools on a competitive basis.

“This $358,000is equivalent to
about 40 percent of all future fis-

say this is the only money for
the whole year,” McPhetres
said.

McPhetres said NMC had re-
duced drastically the amount of
money allocated for the stu-
dents.

“It used to be $2,000 per stu-
dent. Because they gave us
$575,000, we waited until the
registration was completed to
see who were eligible,” she said.

“The amount was reduced to
amount between $1,300 and
$1,400. So the students who reg-
istered between 12 to 15 credits
got $1,200 or $1,300 instead of
$2,000,” McPhetres said.

She said aletter to the gover-
nor from Villagomez stated that
NMC would receive $575,000
in three installments.

McPhetres said NMC is still
waiting for the third installment.

cal year 99 CNMI allotments to
your schools,” Inos said.

However, Matson told the prin-
cipals that PSS may not have fed-
eral funds in October.

“We took every penny we had
to get through the first quarter. If
we did not have those federal re-
sources, we would be in a payless
situation by the end of quarter,”
Matson said.

Matson said PSS took money
from the federal funds to put in
the system’s budget.

“We don’t have that guarantee
that we could still have that money
next year,” Matson said.

.ned of neck gams Ongiuoel

' sustained serious internal inju-

ries mcludmgfractured ribs and

a fractured pclw.s

Goldberg files writ of

mandamus on Bellas

By Rene P. Acosta

Variety News Staff
THE ATTORNEY General Of-
fice (AGO) has filed a petition for
writ of mandamus before the Su-
preme Court to compel Superior
Court Associate Judge Timothy
Bellas to decide on the two depor-
tation cases pending before his
courtroom.

The petition was filed yester-
day before the high court by assis-
tant solicitor general Robert
Goldberg.

Continued on page 22
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By Jacob Leon Guerrero

Variety News Staff
HAGATNA — An unarmed
man made off with a little over
S1001ast Tuesday evening. from
Winchell's Doughnuts in
Hagatna.

According to police spokes-
man Ron Taitano, the incident
occurred shortly after 8 p.m. on
Jan. 19. The suspect was de-
scribed tobe Caucasian, between
24 and 26 years old. 5'4" tall.
130 Ibs., with short hair.

He was wearing a blue long-
sleeved shirt, with a white in-
ner shirt and a dark cap.

Guam Winchell’s robbed

It was reported that the man
walked into Winchell's and
bought a doughnut. When the
cashieropened the register the
suspect reached over and
grabbed the money from the
register’s cash tray.

The suspect then fled the
store.

The cashier was not injured
in the incident. The case re-
mains open and is under in-
vestigation.

If you have any information
you may call the Guam Police
Department at 472-8911 or
Crime Stoppers at 477-HELP.

~ Tamuning Plaza Hotel (Guam)
- Ph: (671__)‘ 649-8646 E-mail: _th(jtgl@kuentos.uam.net )

> 45.00 + Tax (Economy Room)

1 Double Bed or 2 Twin Beds for 2 persons

$63.00 + Tax (Family Room)

Up to 4 persons for 2 Double Beds
Rates valid with local ID until January 31, 1999

_PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL MARIANAS, INC.

‘dba MIDWAY MOTORS

2143U SUBARU

VTR MAZDA PICK UP
2100 U TOYOTA TERCEL
2106 U ISUZU PICK UP C/C
20290 SUZUKI SWIFT

2065 U MAZDA 323
212U SUBARU
2090 Y SUBARU WAGON

073U TOYOTA HILUX PICK UP
2081 U TOYOTA COROLLA

2057 U NISSAN PICK UP
2071y MITSUBISHI P/UP 4 X 4
21221 MITSUBISHI MONTERO
2055 U PONTIAC 4 DR SEDAN
2048 U TOYOTA CAMRY

2142 Y SUBARU LOYALE

2098 U MAZDA PROTEGE

2061 U TOYQOTA HI LUX P/lUP

216U SUBARU SEDAN
216U NISSAN SENTRA

2056 U TOYOTA COROLLA
2107 U NISSA 300 Z X

2038 U NISSAN SENTRA
2032V MAZDA B2600 PICK UP
2148 U TOYOTA HILUX PICK UP
2064 U MITSUBISHI MIRAGE
2134 U MAZDA 626 4DR SEDAN
235U HYUNDAI ELANTRA

121U MITSUBISHI MIRAGE
2026 U TOYOTA HI-LUX P/UP
21300 TOYOTA 4-RUNNER

2084 U TOYOTA PREVIA
2085 U HYUNDA! ACCENT
2132 UR

TINIAN

STOCK # DESCRIPTION .~ -

21494 TOYOTA CAMRY 4DR SEDAN AAJ002 88

2045 U MAZDA B2600 CP PICK UP
2098 U HONDA CIVIC STA. WAGON

013U TOYQOTA CAMRY 4DR SEDAN

2026 U MAZDA MX-6 20R COUPE
237U HYUNDAI SCOUPE 2DR COUPE

2046 U MAZDA B 2200 C/C P/UP
2104 U MAZDA PROTEGE 4DR SEDAN

2014 U SUBARU LEGACY 4DR SEDAN

2103U TOYOTA COROLLA 4DR SEDAN ~ ABX 101 92

MAZDA B300 C/C PICK UP
2156 U MAZDA B4000 C/C PICK UP ABJ506 97  $21,500.00

Tel: 433-0007

Y . »

: -YEAR PRICE
AAX546 86 $500.00
AAH388 87 $500.00
ME151 88 $500.00
V783 90 $800.00

90 $800.00

$1,000.00

AANO32 86  $1,000.00
AAK 471 88 §$1,000.00
AAJT12 87 $1,000.00
ABA122 90  $1,000.00
89 $1,500.00

ABB591 89  $1,500.00
AAO264 90  $1,500.00
ABC825 89  $2,000.00
AAJ342 89 $2,000.00
ABJ474 83  $2,250.00
90 $2,500.00

AAMT750 89  $2,500.00
89 $2,500.00

AAJ372 © 90 §2,500.00
AAS009 91  §2,700.00
AAZ 186 91 $2,860.00
ABG824 90  $3,000.00
AAAS20 92 $3,000.00
AAW612 90 $3,000.00
AAW 334 90 $3,500.00
AARO78 90  §3,500.00
ABGS531 82  §3,700.00
ABG58! 90  $3,750.00
AU242 90  $3750.00
AANG56 92 $3,895.00
AANG29 90  $3,895.00
AAW130 92 $4,000.00
AABOBS 92 $4,000.00
AAM 967 91 $4,500.00
ABM682 93  $4500.00
AANT88 90  $5,000.00
AANBBS 93  $5,000.00
AAX 113 91 §5700.00
AAR038 90  $6,000.00
$6,350.00

AABEBOT 91 §7,200.00
AANS593 96  $7,860.00

ACG132 97  $21,000.00

P T T

US to help Guam on
cost of jailing aliens

Variety News Staff
HAGATNA — Guam has been
deemed eligible to receive fed-
eral funds from the Department
of Justice to help pay the costs of
incarcerating undocumented
aliens who have committed seri-
ous crimes and have been con-
victed of felony or misdemeanor
offenses.

Inastatement, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice said it will con-
tinue to provide much-needed
funds to state and local jurisdic-

tions to reduce the number of ille-
gal aliens housed in the nation’s
correctional facilities.

The State Criminal Alien As-
sistance Program (SCAAP),
which was authorized by Con-
gress under the 1994 Crime Act
and is administered by the Bureau
of Justice Assistance (BJA) pro-
vides financial assistance to states
and localities burdened by the
costs of incarcerating criminal
aliens in their correctional sys-
tems.

Guam has lately been the entry
point of numerous illegal aliens,
especially from mainland China.
Until the U.S. Immigration and
Naturalization Service decides
what the do with the illegal aliens,
they are incarcerated in the De-
partment of Corrections’ already
crowded facilities.

Since the passage of the 1994
Crime Act, the Justice Depart-
ment has awarded over $1.6 bil-
lion to states and localities to help

Continued on page 22

Boy struck

by vehicle,
_lands in ICU-

By Jacob Leon Guerrero

Variety News Staff
HAGATNA — An 11-year-old
boy is in critical condition after
being hit by a car early Tuesday
evening.

According to Highway Patrol
officers, the accident occurred
Tuesday at around 6:12 p.m. on
Rt. 10 in front of Untalan Middle
School.

Twenty-nine-year-old Glen
Hirosak, of Mangilao, was driv-
ing his 1986 Toyota Tercel east
on Rt. 10 headed towards
Mangilao on the first lane when
the 11-year-old boyreportedly ran
into traffic and was struck by
Hirosak’s car.

The boy sustained head injuries
and was immediately taken to
Naval Hospital. He was later
transported to the Guam Memo-
rial Hospital.

He is listed to be in critical
condition in the intensive care
unit at GMH.

Highway Patrol officers stated
that the roads were dry at the time
of the accident.

The case remains open and is
under investigation.

Trial is set for accused who
invoked freedom of religion

By Eric F. Say

Variety News Staff
HAGATNA — A man accused
of smuggling marijuana wants
to build his defense by invok-
ing freedom of religion.

The drug case has been sitting
in the court for nine years. The
suspect believes marijuana is a
religious item, but lawyers ap-
pointed to represent him dis-
agree with him .

Ben T. Guerrero, a.k.a. Ras
Iyan ben Makahna was charged
with drug-smuggling after cus-
toms officers found several
ounces of the marijuana in his
luggage on Jan. 2, 1991 as he
tried to re-enter Guam from
California via Hawaii.

Superior Court Judge Michael
Bordallo yesterday set the trial
of the case for Jan. 26.

Bordallo instructed Guerrero
to either represent himself or
use the services of his court-
appointed attorney.

Attorney Paul Vernie has
asked to be removed from the
case, but Bordallo refused his
request.

The case hasn’t been tried
partly because Guerrero and the
12 court appointed-attorneys

differed on how to deal with the
case.

The differences extend into
areas that Guerrero considers to
be in conflict with his belief
that marijiana is traditional
medicine and that smoking it is
a religious sacrament.

Guerrero’s defense is
grounded on the Religious Free-
dom Restoration Act of 1993,
which protects certain religious
rituals such as the use of peyote
in the Native American Church.

Religious and medical use of
marijuanalaws across the coun-
try is being challenged in court
systems nationwide. California
and Arizona voters overwhelm-
ingly approved the use of the
drug for AIDS patients as well
as for glaucoma and other ail-
ments.

A proponent for the medici-
nal use of marijuana, Dr. Chris
Dombrowski, a physician at
Doctors Clinic in Harmon, said,
“If we legalized pot, we’d prob-
ably see a 30 to 50 percent drop
in the use of cocaine,
metamphetamine and heroin.”

Dombrowski has maintained
on numerous occasions that he

Continued on page 22

$38,000 bail set for rape suspect

By Rene P. Acosta

Variety News Staff
SUPERIOR COURT Associate
Judge Juan T. Lizama yesterday
set a $38,000 bail for a man who
allegedly kidnapped and raped a
Chuukese woman last week.

The suspect, Taitano Terou
Achipan, 28, was whisked to.the
Superior Court for bail hearing

B PR

after he was arrested Tuesday
night by policemen at the office
of Express Garments where he
works.

His victim, told police that
Achipan had fetched her and of-
fered to take her home, but was
instead brought to Banzai Cliff
where she was allegedly abused
inside the suspect’s Toyota Ter-

cel car.

When police took her statement,
the victim told investigators that
she does not know the name of the
'suspect although she knew him
quite a little and described his
looks.

Investigators then worked on
the case until the suspect was
caught Tuesday night.
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CPA fares badly
1n debt service

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
WITH THE leyere of revenues it
currently generates, embattled
Commonwealth Ports Authority
[CPA]is 96 percent short of being
able to meet its debt service cov-
erage requirement, it was dis-
closed.

CPA’s bond indenture requires
the agency to cover the debt ser-
vice payment ratio of 1.30, but
current figures show that the Ports
Authority is able to make avail-
able only about $5,895 by end-
December last year.

This is at least $120,500 off
from the 1.30 debt service cover-
age requirement, according to a
CPA financial report. Deloitte and
Touche has projected that CPA
was to generate $126,411 during
the first quarter of the year for this
purpose.

Deloitte and Touche also pro-
jected some $97,239 in available
net cash to debt service but actual
figure was registered to have
reached only $4,595.

“This indication means that
CPA should increase the rates one
way or the other so that we can
meet therequirements by the bond
indenture, as well as not default-
ing bonds,” said Roman Tudela,
chairman of the board’s finance
committee.

CPA’s aviation division has
generated $2,330,157 in total op-
erating revenues for the , first
quarter of fiscal year 1999, which
is 29 percent lower than the previ-
ous year’s $3.27 million tally.

CPA board chairman Roman
Palacios said the reduction in the
number of flights by Continental
Micronesia, Asiana Airlines and
Northwest Airlines was the major
factor in the sharp decline in avia-
tion revenues.

Continental’s enplanement,
deplanement and landing figures
dropped by 37 percent, 50 per-
cent and 45 percent respectively.

Even if the Ports Authority
would reduce personnel costs by
23 percent, the available cash and
the current revenue level will still
not be sufficient to meet the debt
service payment, Palacios said.

He added that the only option
left for CPA is to simply increase
its rates even as this move is seen
to bring tough battle between the
Ports Authority, the Legislature
and the airline companies.

The agency’s financial consult-
ants have recommended that the
Ports Authority increase its land-
ing fees by 64 percent and depar-
ture facility charge per passenger
by 38 percent to generate the re-
quired additional revenue.

Two United States-based bond
underwriters commisstoned by the
Ports Authority suggested that
CPA raise its rates by 30 percent
in fiscal year 2000 and fiscal year
2002, as well asreduce its person-
nelcosts by 15 percentin FY2000
and FY2001 to mitigate the nega-
tive financial impact of the gar-
ment industry pullout.

CPA hasbeenurged to increase
its current $0.85 landing fee per
thousand pounds at the airport to

Roman Tudela

$1.40 for signatory airlines. The
financial consultants said this is
necessary as this is one of the two
options left for the Ports Author-
ity to pay its bond by 2008.

Officials claimed thisis the only
way left to enable the Ports Au-
thority to stop a possible default
in bond payment as it will also
assure CPA’s compliance with
the bond indenture.

Reyes: Port fee hike to
also raise airline fares

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
THE CHAIR of the House Com-
mittee on Ways and Means yes-
terday said the Commonwealth
Ports Authority’s proposal to
increase its fees and service
charge could lead to higher air-
line fare and the further reduc-
tion of Continental Micronesia’s
flights to Saipan.

Rep. Karl T. Reyes (R-Prec.
1, Saipan), in an interview, said
CPA may have legitimate rea-
sons to increase the fees, one of
which is to improve its bond
rating. .

The last time CPA increased
the fees, moreover, was 10 years
ago, Reyes said.

“But we should also be con-
cerned about the possible im-
pact on the price of airline tick-
ets and on tourism,” he added.

Reyes said he willrecommend
to CPA officials, who were
scheduled to meet yesterday

Karl T. Reyes

with legislators, to instead look
into CPA’s land leases with ship-
ping companies.

“That’s a better (revenue-gen-
erating) area to tap,” he said.

Reyes at the same time noted
that CPA, an autonomous agency,
can raise its fees without consult-
ing the Legislature.

“So I consider it a nice gesture
on the (CPA officials’) part that
they will meet with us to discuss

the fee hike proposal.

“I'm willing to listen care-
fully to their justifications,” he
said.

In a report submitted to CPA
last November, the Ohio-based
Ricondo & Associates (R&A)
states that “it will be necessary
for CPA to raise both the airline
landing fee and the facilities ser-
vice charge by mid-1999.”

The report added, “...It is felt
that the increased costs remain
reasonable and should not fur-
ther affect traffic in an adverse
manner.”

On the basis of its assump-
tions and analysis, R&A blames
both the Asian economic crisis
and the restructuring of
Continental’s hub on Guam as
the main reasons for the current
decline of airport traffic in the
CNMI.

Still, according to R& A, tour-
ism and related services—par-

Continued on page 22
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Gov't to expedites decision

TC LEARN AND /
VERY EFEECTIVIE
SYSTIEM FCR
EVERYDAY
STREET SURVIVAL

EASY, QUICK WAY &

A SELF OFFENSE COURSE THAT OFFERS VALUABLE SURVIVAL SKILLS
COMBAT FIGHTING SYSTIEM / HOSTILE CONTRCL CCURSEE
Will be Demonstrating it's System to the public

WiisN: January 23, 1999 on Saturday at 9:00 am
wiire: Saipan Fitness Center Dan Dan

on A&E contract for dump

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
THE GOVERNMENT s fast
tracking the selection of a private
company which will undertake
the design and construction of a
new sanitary landfill to finally
close down the Puerto Ricodump,
according to Gov. Pedro P.
Tenorio.

In fact, the selection process is
already nearing completion, the
local chief executive disclosed.

He said the government is not
only concerned about the Puerto
Rico dump’s impact on the envi-
ronment and the local tourism but
also to the health hazards it might

have on CNMI residents, thus the
need to hasten the closure of the
landfill and the construction of a
new one.

Tenorio said the government
intends to promptly close down
the Puerto Rico dump. “While the
project has proven in the past to
be very complicated, thanks to
the help of the United States-En-
vironmental Protection Agency,
we are making significant
progress,” he said.

Environmental assessment
studies conducted on the new site
in Kalabera have already been
completed. The CNMI govern-
ment has been working to imple-

ment an integrated solid waste
management plan consisting of
the closure of the Puerto Rico
dump, the opening of new landfill
and the operation of incinerators
and transfer stations.

Kalabera, situated at the north-
emend of Saipan, has been desig-
nated as the landfill site.

The program would be needing
$16 million and funds must be
raised to complete the project,
which will be partially funded
through CIP, a federal govern-
ment grant.

The closure of the Puerto Rico
dump site remains a concern of

Continued on page 22

developers ‘exclusive lease rights’

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
PORTS Authority officials have
been cautioned against granting
exclusive rights over CPA prop-
erty to private developers, in ef-
forts to prevent a possible repeti-
tion of previous agreements when
the agency ended up losing
money.

Rex Palacios, CPA financial
consultant, said the Ports Author-
ity should make sure whether the
proposal made by Seafix Inc. to
develop a full-service marine re-
pair facility on Saipan dock has
bright potentials to succeed.

Palacios reminded CPA offi-
cials to require the submission of
a preliminary study which will
prove that the project being pro-
posed by Seafix is beneficial to
both the Ports Authority and the

STORE HOURS:
Middle Road:

Garapan Express:

R with CHEESE MEAL

' (Includes Laljge size Fry and Medium size drink)

This sale i for limited time only
While Supplies Last

Sunday to Saturday 6 AM to 12 PM
Drive Thru OPEN 24 HOURS Everyday
Sunday to Saturday 6 AM to Midnight

‘Have you had your break today?

FOR ONLY

$2.99

N Others special:
99¢-Wild Berry Pie

' $3.99 Scared Silly Video
$1.99 Bugs Life Watch

McDonald’s

Rex Palacios

private company.

“CPA should look into this be-
fore it makes a commitment to
avoid a repetition of previous in-
cidents when the agency leased
property that are not generating
revenues,” according to the fi-
nancial consultant.

He cited a recent agreement
between the Ports Authority and
the Tinian Shipping which granted
the private firm exclusive rights
over a portion of the Saipan har-
bor. Now that the shipping com-
pany is swamped into a deep fi-
nancial problem, CPA has to suf-
fer with it because of the agree-
ment.

“The Ports Authority did not
benefit much in granting exclu-

sive rights to Tinian Shipping’s
use of CPA property at the sea-
port and that should serve a re-
minder before any agreement is
forged,” he explained.

CPA executive director Carlos
H. Salas, on the other hand, dis-
closed that the proposal submit-
ted by Seafix Inc. indicated bright
potentials, as the operations will
be similar to that of Guam.

Salas also said the Ports Au-
thority is protecting itself through
the revenues that may be gener-
ated from the lease agreementand
other fees, assuring that the
Memorandum of Understanding
[MOU] will be drafted in a way
that will safeguard CPA.

Seafix, a subsidiary of Ambyth
Shipping Micronesia Inc. which
is a prime shipping agency in the
Pacific Region, is interested to
lease the waterfront land at the
seaplane ramp on Lower Base
and the South end of the newly
renovated commercial dock.

Currently, Seafix undertakes
shoreside fabrication work and
shipboard welding, painting and
engine overhauls for both com-
mercial ships and US Navy craft.
It is planning to expand its ship
repair business.

DOLI to do undertake
more raids next week

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
MORE raids will be conducted
by the Department of Labor and
Immigration (DOLI) on garment
factories starting next week.

In an interview yesterday, Im-
migration Director Edward R.
Sablan said the “compliance
check” is part of ongoing efforts
to ensure that CNMI garment
manufacturers are observing la-
bor and immigration laws.

It is also meant to compel es-
tablishment owners to correct vio-
lations cited in earlier raids.

“We are not going to stop doing
this compliance check,” said
Sablan.

The department’s officials said
DOLI already has developed a
list of CNMI establishments
scheduled to undergo a “compli-
ance check.”

The department’s Division of
Labor is currently conducting an
investigation on a San Antonio
garments factory on suspicion its
management is overcrowding the
company’s housing facility for
nonresident workers.

The factory wasraided last week
shortly after a $1-billion class ac-
tion suit was filed in the US and
on the island against mainland
garment retailers and Saipan
manufacturers,

Close to 30 different establish-
ments including night spots, gar-
ment factories and construction
companies have been subjected
to raids since DOLI embarked on
a more aggressive enforcement
stance in March last year.

The raids yielded a range of
violations of occupational safety
standards, as well as labor and
immigration laws.
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Variety News Staff
HAGATNA — With the con-
tinuing regional economic crisis,
areal estate financing company is
predicting that major buy-outs of
troubled Asian hotels are immi-
nent, .

Rob Stiles, managing director
of Sonnenblick-Goldman's Asian
Operations, said that while he
expects little respite for Asia’s
hotel markets and existing
troubled hotel owners in the short-
term, exceptional value-buying
opportunities are beginning to
emerge.

According to Stiles, the supply
of hotel rooms has grown sub-
stantially in most of the region in
the last few years only to be met
by flat or falling demand associ-

depreciated local currencies and
profits, are increasing the pres-
sure on hotel owners that had fi-
nanced their properties with U.S.
dollar loans.

Although, this is bad news for
existing owners, the severe eco-
nomic cyclein Asiaisexpectedto
create risk adjusted value-buying
opportunities for the shrewd in-
vestor.

Stiles speculated that there will
be aresultant fundamental change
in the direction of hotel invest-
ment capital flows.

“For many years, direct hotel
equity investment flowed in only
one direction — out of Asia. A
major reversal of this trend is un-
derway. Asia is now and will
continue to be a net recipient of
hotel equity capital.”

Changes are occurring on two
levels, Stiles noted.

First, the emergence of interna-
tional investment into Asian ho-
tel real estate; and secondly, in
dispositions of off-shore invest-
ments by Asian owners.

To date, Stiles said both pricing
and policy issues have provided
little opportunity for foreign in-
vestors looking to enter Asia’s
hotel sector.

“Markets with few restrictions
on foreign investment were too
highly priced. Those more emerg-
ing markets, which might have
offered a better yield, had policy
problems which effectively pre-
vented foreign investors from
entering the market.”

As aresult, Stiles said changes
in pricing, foreign ownership
regulations, and other policies,
will be critical for securing the
international capital infusion the
industry now needs in Asia.

“Yield attractive investment
opportunities are, in fact, begin-
ning to emerge. Initially, these
changes will occur in the mid-
market sector where owners in
default of loan agreements are
more likely to lack protective po-
litical connections.”

According to Stiles, *“more op-
portunities will emerge as bank-
ing and political reforms increase
the pressure on even the most
well connected owners.”

Stiles indicated that many of
the best hotel investment oppor-
tunities in Asia will be quietly

negotiated with no public mar-
keting or exposure.

Relationships with existing
owners and local bankers will be
critical in accessing the relatively
short-fused deal flow that is be-
ginning to emerge.

In general, Stiles said Asian
hotel investors and real estate in-
vestors are responding to both the
Asian economic crisis and to the
peaking or recently peaked mar-
kets outside Asia by selling North
American, European and Austra-
lian assets.

Stiles pointed out that assets
acquired in those markets a few
years ago by Southeast Asian in-
vestors (bought at or near the bot-
tom of the cycle) are likely to
yield attractive, currency-charged

THIS 15  CPEN A . . ated withtheregion’scurrenteco-  capital gains.
EVERYONE  WHC nomic contraction. While the disposition (both
COKING FECR A CPA exeCS UU arned ag a].nSt g].Vlng Thisenvironment,coupledwith  voluntary and involuntary) of

Japanese-owned hotels has been
underway for a number of years,
Stiles said the remaining inven-
tory is immense.

Stiles further noted, “changes

in Japanese banking regulations:

leading to increased requirements
for more conservative classifica-
tions of non-performing loans will
accelerate the pace of asset dispo-

sitions considerably — both off-
shore and domestically.”
Stiles concluded that “Asia’s

troubles are creating global buy-

ing opportunities — and those
which will quietly emerge in Asia

over the next couple of years are
not likely to be seen again.”

rcént, while the remaining
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By Louie C. Alonso

Variety News Staff
THE COMMONWEALTH
Council for Arts and Culture
(CCAC) will be hosting a stu-
dent arts exhibition dubbed as
“The Elementary Schools Invi-
tational Art Exhibit™ from Feb-
ruary Sth to 29th at the CNMI
Gallery of Arts and Culture lo-
cated next to Capitol Hill Post
Office.

CCAC is inviting all public
and private elementary school
students from first to 6th grade
levels to participate in the ex-

hibit.

CCAC Coordinator Tina Fos-
ter said all submitted works must
be an original piece of the stu-
dent.

CCAC and the program coor-
dinator are accepting various
artwork which include painting,
drawing, sculpture, ceramics,
traditional crafts among others.

Foster added that all artwork
submitted to the Arts Council
must be matted or mounted on
heavy stock (poster board or
heavier).

CCAC is reminding all inter-

Guam.calendar

Commission on
Decolonization
The Commission will hold a 10
a.m. meeting today in the
Governor’s Conference Room at
the RIB Govemnor’s Complex.

Chamoru Land Trust
Commission
The CLT Commission will hold a
10 meeting today in its Tiyan of-
fice at 907 Central Avenue.

Mayor’s Council of Guam
MCOG will hold a regular
monthly meeting Wednesday,
Feb. 3 in the MCOG Conference
Room at the RJ.B. Governor’s

Complex. The meeting is slated
for 10 a.m.

Guam Environmental
Protection Agency
GEPA will hold its Board of Di-
rectors meeting on Tuesday, Jan.
26 at 5 p.m. the agency’s main
office. The office is located on
15-6101 Mariner Avenue, Tiyan.

Hasso Guam
Hasso Guam will be Saturday,
Jan. 30. Sites will be at the Yigo
Mayor’s Office, Barrigada Li-
brary parking lot and the Inarajan
Mayor’s Office.
(Compiled by Tanya M.C. Mendiola)

,;g%f;

COMPUTER SERVICE AND SALES

"1t Doesn t Get Any Better Than This”

.fig 7 ‘7 Zomputer Selv ive anil Sales Coater > ' of Sapan

BEACH ROAD CHALAN LAQLAO (Next to Triple J Motors and CNMI Travel)
Phone 2356111, Fax 235-6714

1 00% Pu'e Cusiomer .
Sattsfactson‘ n

L. CALL TO ORDER
II.  ROLL CALL

V. OLD BUSINESS
V1. NEW BUSINESS

VIII. ANNOUNCEMENT
I1IX. ADJOURNMENT

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands
Office of the Civil Service Commission

PUBLIC NOTICE

Pursuant to Public Law 8-41, the Civil Service Commission hereby
gives notice that the Board will meet on Thursday, January 21,
1999 und Friday, January 22, 1999. The Board will convene at 9:00
a.m.. on hoth dates, at the Civil Service Commission Office, Build-
ing No. 1211, Capitol Hill, Saipan. Additional information concern-
ing this meeting is avatlable at the Commission’s Office. The Com-
mission may also he reached at telephone numbers 322-4363 and
3226954 or fax number 322-3327.

AGENDA

III. ADOPTION OF MINUTES - September 22, 1998
- September 23, 1998
IV.  LEGAL COUNSEL'S REPORT (Executive Session)

VII. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

/s/lVICENTE M. SABLAN
Chairman
Civil Service Commission

ested student artists that all
chalk, charcoal, paster or oil
pastel work that they will be
submitting to the Arts Council
must be fixed properly so the
medium will not smudge or rub
off.

Latte of Freedom
kicks off contest

By Tanya M.C. Mendiola

Variety News Staff
HAGATNA — The Latte of
Freedom Foundation kicked off
an essay or article writing con-
test yesterday at the University
of Guam.

The contest is open to all reg-
istered university students.

The Foundation sponsored the
contest in conjunction with the
Communication Department of
the U.O.G. College of Arts and
Sciences.

The contest challenges par-
ticipants to write about the Lattte
of Freedom Monument and
Building. Contestants must pro-
vide the history and the future
of the Latte Foundation.

The contest will go on until
March and winners will receive
cash prizes and the chance to
get their works published in
national and international maga-
zines and newspapers.

CCACsstressed there isnosize
limitations for the art materials.
Each participating school may
submit up to 30 pieces of work.
Foster said that if space in-
side the gallery does not allow

The Around the Islands section covers community stories
focal events, and cuttural activities. Should -

~story you would fike to share, or an event tha needs o

~be covered, contact Lai

CCAC hosts schools art exhibit

all materials to be displayed,
the Arts Council reserves the
right to make the selection of
pieces io be exhibited.
Deadline for the submission
of entries will be on January 29.

THE Mortuary Unit at the Com-
monwealth Health Center is seek-
ing any relative(s), friend(s) or
employer(s) of “John Doe” a Chi-
nese national approximately 33
yearsof age, slim build, light com-
plexion, whose body was found
in Obyan Beach on September

CHC public announcement

14, 1998 and whose remains are
still being held at the Common-
wealth Health Center.

Anyone with any information
on John Doe’s last address or
employer is urgently asked to
contact CHC at 234-8950, ext.
2700.

Brittany Concepcion, sixth-
grade student from Mr. Limes’
class, is very quiet and friendly
to students. Birittany completes
her work, homework and other
tasks given to her by her teach-
ers.

GES Students of the Week

* Joey Songao, secona-grade stu-

dent from Mrs. Middleton’s class,
has worked very hard fo get to
where he is at today. He has made
great strides in reading and writing
and is one of the class’s ‘math
experts. “He loves to help others
when his work is complete.

Britney Santos, third-grade stu-
dent from Ms. Young's class is
an excellent student who tries
hervery bestto reach her school
oals. She is in the “A” Honor
oll this quarter and maintains
an excellent school record.

Obichang Tell, fourth-grade stu-
dent from Mr. Tilson’s class has
shown agreatamount ofimprove-
ment this year. He has been an
excellent author of many well-
written andinteresting stories. His
homework is always neatly writ-
ten and turned-in on time.

Kathlyn Mendiola, first-grade
student from Mrs. Schultz’'s
class sets an excellentexample
in her class. Mrs. Schultz is so
proud of the way she listens,
follows directions, anddoes her
best each day.

Valerie Lacsina, fifth-grade stu-
dent from Mr. Schuler’s class is
a bright student who is well-
liked by all her classmates. She
ischeerfuland always comes to
school with a good attitude.,
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Bill seeks to relocate
Dededo flea market

Frahk B. Aguon

By Jojo Santo Tomas

Variety News Staff
HAGATNA — In an attempt to

ensure safety of the vendors and
patrons of the weekend Dededo
Flea Market, Sen. Frank B. Aguon
has introduced Bill No. 5, which
would change the location to a
safer one.

If passed, the bill would allow
2 arrested
in Harmon

By Jacob Leon Guerrero

Variety News Staff
HAGATNA — A man and a
woman were arrested last Mon-
day evening after a traffic stop.

According to police spokesman
Ron Taitano, police officers
stopped a car at around 7:30 p.m.
on Adrian Sanchez Street in
Harmon.

The officers pulled the car over
after the vehicle was observed
failing to stop at a stop light.

After officers confronted the
female operator, they discovered
that there was an outstanding
warrant of arrest issued out for
her.

The woman was then arrested
for the warrant. When the offic-
ers conducted a search, they found
crystal methamphetamine within
drug paraphemalia inside the car.

Arrested that evening was the
driver, Young Sun Felton, 39, of

Tamuning for warrant of arrest
and possession of a controlled
substance, and Dale Martin Alfon,
25, of Dededo, the passenger, for
possession of a controlled sub-
stance.

The two were later booked and
confined.

Man in barracks
rampage charged

By Rene P. Acosta

Variety News Staff
A MAN whom the police held for
Sunday’s rampage at a worker
barracks in Lower Gualo Rai has
been charged with various of-
fenses.

Police has charged Abdon
Teregoyo Romolor, 22, aresident
of Koblerville, with burglary,
theft, assault with dangerous
weapon, and criminal mischief.

Romolor, was arrested by re-
sponding policemen after he and
two other companions broke into
the barracks early Sunday wherein
they destroyed several property.

The three suspects also dam-
aged seven parked cars by smash-

Continued on page 22

the Dededo mayor to negotiate
with the Department of Parks and
Recreation to allow the flea mar-
ket to be held in the parking area.

The Dededo Sports Complex is
scheduled to open before the up-
coming South Pacific Games four
months from now.

*“The primary concern is the
safety of our people enjoying the
flea market,” Aguon said. “But
this proposal would aliow the
Dededo Flea Market to be more
readily accessible to the elderly
and the disabled, and would also
allow for growth and expansion
of the market due to the larger
land area available.”

Hundreds of vendors cater to
the thousand-plus residents who
come to the flea market every
weekend. Including new and used
items, there are fresh fruits, veg-
etables, and fish on sale.

Issa blames businesses for
dumping trash into sewer

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
THE FOUL odor coming from
the vicinity of sewage pumping
stations in Garapan may be
caused by unscrupulous business
owners indiscriminately dump-
ing waste at sewer lines.

Mustafa Issa, vice president of
the Hotel Association of the
Northern Marianas Islands
(HANMI), alleged that small
Garapan establishment operators
are dumping waste like used
cooking oil, and garbage at a
storm drain designed to contain
water run-off during the rain.

*““The problegn is coming from
some small businessesin Garapan
dumping garbage in the sewer,”
said Issa, who also is Hyatt Re-
gency Hotel's general manager.

“They don’t know what to do

Mustafa Issa

with it, and so they dump it at the
storm drain,” he added.

“The biggest problem out there
is the small restaurants, dumping
al] the garbage and wasted stuff in
the drainage for the rain water.”

Issa said most big hotels have
barrels used todispose of theirused

oil which is then shipped abroad
for proper treatment.

He said Hyatt has recently pur-
chased a $35,000 bumner to save
onthe cost of hiring a firm to send
itelsewhere abroad.

“We purchased an oil burnerto
dispose of all wasted oil. We used
tosend it, pay acompany inorder
to take it in barrels and take it
back to Australia to burn it,” said
Issa.

Concerns have been raised re-
cently over foul smell coming out
of areas near the pumping sta-
tions which are being operated by
the Commonwealth Utilities
Corp. (CUC).

Theutilities agency is currently
investigating Garapan establish-
ments, including big hotels in the
area to trace where the foul smell
is coming from.

We offer a full range of banking
services and products for all

your local and off-island financial

your banking

requirements..

.0 Electronic Banking

Services

Bank of Hawaii,a member of
the FDIC, has been serving the people

of Saipan for more than 30 years.

needs. No matter what

Business
Loans

@ Personal and
Mortgage Loans

business banking.. buying

anew home..saving for college ..anew

car loan .. or a personal loan

your local and

international

MEMBER @ EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

for that much-needed vacation.
Bank of Hawaii's full-service,

one-stop banking, can help make

dreams come true.

A

Bank of Hawai
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Major shipyard in the =
making near Moresby

PORT MORESBY (Pacnews)
— Papua New Guinea is set to
have what it claims will be the
biggest shipyard east of
Singapore.

The developers of the
Poreporena Highway, Curtain
Brothers, are building the multi-
million Kinashipyard on Motukea
Island, at the northem end of Port
Moresby’s extensive harbour.

The shipyard will be able to
handle several overseas vessels at
the same time.

The project will involve the
construction of two dry docks and
amassive slipway that willhandle
shipsof all sizes, and anindustrial

park with engineering shops, grit
blasting and all the facilities
needed for modemn ship mainte-
nance.

Project spokesman, Frank
Mills, says there is nothing like
Motukea in the region.

He says the facility will attract
a lot of business because it is
uniquely situated on trade routes
between Australia, Japan and
Korea, at the crossroads of South
East Asia and the South Pacific.

The shipyard will have road
connections to the nearby
NapaNapa oil refinery area, the
Port Moresby harbour and the
Poreporena Highway.

'A?IA (Pacnews) —Aboy
750 OOOcasesoftheApxa eWe
Vailima beer pours into Ameri
can Samoa each month ecord

tives, Aina Saoluaga Nin
_Aimawasleadinga
delegation from the ferrit
week for talks on economic
opcratxon between metwocouz;
tries. _

He identified tourism‘,"tra

ordination is need. :
- As’anexample; he says
by an American tourist Woulb

tariffsand tax ds areas wher co—_

not be complete thhout a v1s1t :

AIDS HOTLINE:
734-AIDS (2347)
PUBLIC HEALTH
GUAM STD/HIV PROGRAM
FREE ! CONFIDENTIAL

HIV Antibody/STD Testing
Counseling ! AIDS/STD

Information and Resources
Prevention and Community
Outreach

©
-

CONFERENCE ROOM. GARAPAN, SAIPAN.

I PRELIMINARY MATTERS
1. RollCall
1. ADOPTION OF AGENDA
. ADOPTION OF MINUTES
. October 23,1999
2. December 18, 1998
IV. REPORTS
I. Fund’s Availability Report

3. Comptroller's Report
V. OLD BUSINESS
VI.  NEW BUSINESS

2. Economic Free Trade Zone

VIl.  DCD MATTERS
1. LoanReports
Vill. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
IX. OTHER MATTERS
X.  ADJOURNMENT

executive session).

/s/JUAN S. TENORIO
Chairman, CDA Board of Directors

,;.\ :3 Commontwealth of the Northern MHariana Fglandsg
s COMMONWEALTH DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
el

_~  PUBLIGC NOTIGE

JANUARY 20, 1999
PURSUANT TO PUBLIC LAW 8-41. SECTION 11, GOVERNQR PEDRQ P. TENORIO AND LT. GOV-
ERNOR JESUS R. SABLAN, THROUGH THE CDA BOARD OF DIRECTORS ARE HEREBY GIVING
NOTICE THAT THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE COMMONWEALTH DE-

VELOPMENT AUTHORITY (CDA) WILL BE HELD ON TUESDAY. JANUARY 26, 1999 AT 10:00
AM. THE MEETING WILL BE HELD AT THE NORTHERN MARIANA HOUSING CORPORATION

AGENDA

2. Chairman's/Exccutive Director’s Report

1. Economic Development Conference March 1999
3. Comprehensive Brochure for Future Trade Mission

2. Loan Requests/Applications

All interested persons are welcome to attend and to sibmit written or oral testimony on the above agenda
jtems. (Pursuant to Public Law 8-41, Section 13(aX7) and Section 13(c), the Board may vote to meet in

Elsewhere in the Pacific

Samoa gov’t mum on
hiring of former PM

PAGOPAGO (Pacnews)—The
office of Samoa’s Prime Minister
has failed to answer questions
about the conditions of employ-
ment of former prime minister,
Tofilau Eti Alesana, now draw-
ing pay as a senior minister of
cabinet though seriously ill, says
newspaper publisher, Savea Sano
Malifa in an editorial in his Sun-
day Samoan.

Is the senior minister attending
Cabinet meetings, is he still re-
ceiving his annual salary of more
than 100, 000 dollars ($33,320),
Savea writes.

He also questions whether the

public will still be responsible for
his overseas travels and medical
expenses if he has to travel, and
whether he still gets other ben-
efits such as free car and resi-
dence.

Savea’s publication, the Samoa
Observer, raised these questions
weeks ago, but says it is getting
noreply from the press secretariat
prime minister Tuilaepa Sailele
Malielegaoi, created recently.

As deputy PM, Tuilaepa was
government spokesperson, a post
from which he told the media in
weekly meetings, decisions
Cabinet made that week.

Questions about other mat-

ters were not allowed by
Tuilaepa and led to clashes with
Samoa Observer reporters and
criticism that the meetings were
a joke.

Medical treatment for Tofilau,
who resigned from office last
November because of liver can-
cer, heart condition and a range
of other ills, means travel to
New Zealand.

He was gaunt and frail during
his televised swearing in as se-
nior minister in December.

The post was created for him
by Tuilaepa.

Federated States of Micronesia President Jacob Nena /eft) shar a smile with Japnese Prime Minister

Keizo Obuchi prior to their talks in Tokyo on Monday. Nena is visiting as chairman of the South Pacific Forum.

Floods in Fiji

disrupt travel,
strands many

SUVA (Pacnews) — Intema-
tional and domestic flights from
the Nadi International Airport in
Fiji were cancelled today and
scores of passengers left stranded,
as rain and torrential floods con-
tinue to hit parts of Fiji.

The westerndivision on Fiji’s
main island of Viti Levu has
been battered by rain and flood-
ing, caused by a low-pressure
system being influenced by a
cyclone near Vanuatu.

The Western Division re-
corded its highest ever one-day
rainfall today, with the Nadi
Weather Office warning that
floods will worsen during high
tide tonight.

The towns of Nadi and Ba in
the division are inaccessible by
road.

Air Pacific cancelled flights
to Sydney and Melbourne and
Air Fiji cancelled domestic
flights, disrupting the travel
plans of scores of passengers.

The Nadi Weather Office says
the weather is expected to re-
main the same for the next few
days.

AP

Nauru signs loan

accord with

NAURU (Pacnews) — Nauru
will carry out a major economic
and structural adjustment
programme to be funded by the
Asian Development Bank (ADB).

The government has signed a
loan agreement with the ADB,
after the Bank mapped out the
adjustment programme following
its review of Nauru’s economy.

The programme takes into ac-
count the expected exhaustion of
the island’s phosphate reserves
within the next eight to 12 years,
according to the government.

It says economic and financial

structures will be put in place to
allow an orderly adjustment when
phosphate incomes come to an
end.

Other " key points in the
programme include plans for do-
mestic revenue generation from
selected taxes and customs duties
and budget control measures ac-
companied by reforms in public
financial management.

The government says it also
foresees a strengthening of essen-
tial banking services as well as
improvements to public enter-
prises.

PAGOPAGO (Pacnews) — A
senior member of the American
Samoa Senate, is stirring up pub-
lic interest on a recurring ques-
tion - whether Senators should
be elected by popular vote.
Senator Faiivae Gala’l, in a
letter to the editor in the Samoa
Postnewspaper, urges the Youth

American Samoa raises
House election question

of Samoa to “speak up” on the
question.

He says he is in favor of elect-
ing senators.

Members of the Senate are
leading chief’s of their districts,
selected through the consensus
of village councils, comprising

Continued on page 22
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Emotional homecoming for nuclear test exiles

By Giff Johnson

For the Variety
MAJURO — Rongelap Island-
ers now living in exile are plan-
ning a major ground breaking cer-
emony ontheirhome atoll inearly
Marchto officially kick-offaU.S.-
funded nuclear rehabilitation ef-
fort —an event that will mark the
first time for many island elders
to return to Rongelap in the 14
years since their evacuation.

The event marks the first time
that a ground breaking cer-
emony is organized so that both
key Marshall Islands and U.S.
government officials could be
on hand — and have access to
the island by plane, thanks to a
recently fixed runway that re-
opened the island to air service
for the first time since 1985.

Rongelap Mayor James
Matayoshi said that the visit and
ceremony is being timed so that
President Imata Kabua, U.S. Of-
fice of Insular Affairs director
Allen Stayman, and Rongelap
elders can visit and see first hand
the improvements and infra-
structure developments on this
northern atoll.

But primarily the visit on
March 10 will be an opportu-
nity, even though brief, for
Rongelap Islanders to see their
home islands once again.

“It’s very emotional to set foot
on your home island (after so
many years),” Matayoshi said.
The visit in March “will be a
historic trip back home for the
older people. They’ll be touch-
ing their islands for the first
time since 1985.”

Rongelap was engulfed in a
snow storm of radioactive fall-
out from the “Bravo” hydrogen
bomb test at Bikini Atoll in
1954,

The 86 islanders living on
Rongelapreceived aheavy dose

of radiation, suffering from
vomiting and diarrhea and later
hair loss and skin burns as a
result of their exposure.

Despite assurances by U.S.
government doctors and scien-
tists that Rongelap was safe,
Rongelap Islanders became in-
creasingly skeptical as theirrate
of thyroid tumors and cancer
continued to increase.

For years, island leaders un-
successfully called forindepen-
dent medical evaluations.

Finally, in 1985, the several
hundred islanders resident at
Rongelap evacuated the atoll,
moving to Mejato, a tiny iso-
lated island in Kwajalein Atoll,
which houses the top secret U.S.
missile testing range.

Rongelapese evacuated be-
cause they feared radiation ex-
posure from Rongelap’s envi-
ronment.

Studies conducted subsequent
to their high profile relocation
on board Greenpeace’s Rain-
bow Warrior ship confirmed the
need for cleanup and rehabilita-
tion work to make Rongelap safe
for permanent habitation.

The U.S. government recently
provided a fund of $45 million
to begin cleanup and resettle-
ment work at Rongelap.

Only a handful of islanders
have made brief visits in recent
months as the phase one reha-
bilitation work funded by the
U.S. government has gotten
underway.

The ground breaking on
March 10 will have double sig-
nificance, Matayoshi said, since
it falls within a few days of the
March 1 Nuclear Victims Re-
membrance Day national holi-
day in the Marshall Islands
which commemorates the 1954
Bravo test fallout that hit
Rongelap and other islands.

Japan tries to ban Greenpeacef

A field station has already
been established on Rongelap.
By early March, Matayoshi
expects that the generators pro-

viding electrlclty and reverse
osmosis units producing fresh
water will be installed and func-
tioning in support of the cleanup

Rongelap rites planned

Roads, a dock, the airport and
otherbasic infrastructure are un-
der construction now.

Rongelap Islanders evacuate their home atoll in the Marshalls Islands in tis 1985fi/e photo, fearing

continued radiation exposure. This March, many islanders will return for a visit, the first time in 14 years.

Use your rebate as a down payment
or just put it in the bank!

C citopmann oot~

Photo by Shimada Kousei

*On approval ol credit. See dealenhip tor camplete detais,

M TRIPLE J MOTORS

NEW CARS « USED CARS * PARTS » SERVICE
Beach Road, Garapan Phone: 234-7133 « Fax 234-3052




14-MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-THURSDAY- JANUARY 21, 1999

Top drug lords fall
in sweep of Manila

MANILA, Philippines (AP) —
Three suspected top Chinese
drug lords were among more
than 1,000 suspected drug traf-
fickers and users arrested dur-
ing a four-day sweep of Manila
and nearby suburbs, police said
Tuesday.

Chua Tong Hong, George Sy
and Hung Kin Sing, all believed
to be from mainland China, and a
Filipino companion were arrested
by police Sunday during a sting
operation at an apartment house
in suburban Mandaluyong, po-
lice said.

Police said the Chinese were
trying to sell 21 kilograms (46
pounds)of methamphetamine hy-
drochloride, known as “’shabu” in
the Philippines and “ice™ over-
seas, worth 42 million pesos ($1.1
million) when an undercover
agent announced the arrest.

The others, mostly street-level
pushers and drug dependents,
were arrested in several slum

areas in Manila and nearby cit-
- ies, police said.

Drug charges are being read-
ied against those arrested. Drug
trafficking is punishable by
death.

Police anti-narcotics com-
mander Reynor Gonzales said
the raids were part of a massive
anti-drug campaign launched by
the government following the
creation of the National Drug
Law Enforcement and Preven-
tion Coordinating Center.

The Philippines is considered
a market for shabu and a trans-
shipment area for other drugs
like cocaine and heroin from
Southeast Asia to markets in
Japan, Europe and the United
States. It also is one of the
world’s largest producers of
marijuana.

About 2 million Filipinos out
of a total population of 70 mil-
lion are illegal drug users, ac-
cording to police estimates.

Manila Archbishop Cardinal Jaime Sin (center) IaLég
John Paul Il (left) and Papal Nuncio Archbishop

Festival of Conference on God the Father in Manila Wednesday.

hs beside Cardinal Jose Sanchez, special envoy of Popé
ian Vicenzo Moreni during the opening rites of the 1999

AP

Troops, rebels on alert as Ramadan ends

ZAMBOANGA, Philippines
(AP) — Government troops and
Muslim rebels were on maximum
alert to prepare for attacks that
both sides said they expect from
the other following the end Tues-

day of Ramadan, Islam’s holiest
month.

Al Haj Murad, deputy chair-
man of the Moro Islamic Libera-
tion Front, said villagers living
near their camps have fled out of

D

1999.

Sincerely,

® /s/Harry C. Blanco

| ®
CRIMINAL JUSTICE PLANNING AGENCY

Public Service Announcement - Availability of Federal Funds

he Criminal Justice Planning Agency (CJPA) kindly requests your assistance in announcing the availability of funds for

the Victims of Crime Act (VOCA), Local Law Enforcement Block Grant (LLEBG), and LLEBG State and Local Train-
ing and Education Assistance Programs. The amount available under the VOCA program is $240,000, LLEBG program is
$185.512, and the LLEBG Training is $30,000. The CJPA is the CNMI's administering agency for all three (3) programs.

Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) Program — $240,000. This is a formula program administered at the federal level by the
Office of Victims of Crime Act (OVOCA), Office of Justice Programs (OJP), U.S. Department of Justice. This is a continu-
ation program designed to provide direct services to victims of child abuse, domestic violence, sexual assaults, survivors of
homicide, and other crime victims. The Fiscal Year 1998 strategy proposed to use 5% or $12,000 of the grant for administra-
tion and 95% or $228,000 for direct services.

Local Law Enforcement Block Grant (LLEBG) Program — $185,512. This grant is made available under the Bureau of
Justice Assistance (BJA), Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice. The program is designed to provide units
of general-purpose local government with funds to underwrite projects in reducing crime and improving public safety.
Projects under this program must be funded in accordance with the LLEBG seven authorized purpose areas. Funds under
this program can be used to support the hiring, training, and employing of additional law enforcement officers and necessary
support personnel on a continuing basis. Furthermore, funds can also be used (o procure equipment, technology, and other
material directly related to basic law enforcement functions, as well as establishing crime prevention programs involving
cooperation between community residents and law enforcement personnel to control, detect, or investigate crime or to
prosecute criminals. The Fiscal Year 1998 strategy proposed to use 3% or $5,565 of the grant for administration and 97% or

$179.947 for direct services.

Local Law Enforcement Block Grant (LLEBG) State and Local Training and Education Assistance Program —
$30,000. The purpose of this program is to provide funds that may be used for scholarships for training or education courses,
for reimbursement (in whole or in part) of course fees for contracts to organizations to provide training, and for travel
expenses related (o attending a training or educational course in or out of state. Funds may also be used to sponsor a training
course at the local or State level. The intended recipient of the funds is the Criminal Justice Planning Agency. The CJPA
office will be responsible in determining training needs based on input from local law enforcement agencies.

The funds will be awarded by the Northern Marianas Commonwealth Council for the Improvement of the Criminal Justice
System (CJPA Supervisory Council) through a sub-grant process consistent with the project description outlined in the
CNMI's FY 1998 applications and accompanying strategies for the VOCA and the LLEBG programs. These programs will
be administered by the Criminal Justice Planning Agency. The Supervisory Council is expected to meet on Thursday,
February 4, 1999, and will review all applications and proposals submitted to the CJPA on or before Monday, January 25,

Interested applicants must contact the CJPA at 664-4550-7 or stop by the CJPA Office on Capitol Hill (House #1314) to
obtain a Sub-Grant Application Form. For more information, please contact Mr. Harry C. Blanco, CJPA Executive Dircctor,

at the above telephone number or ¢-mail (harry.cjpa@saipan.com). Thank you.

fear of being caught in fighting
after seeing government troops,
tanks and artillery moving near
rebel strongholds.

“Tensionisrunning highin cen-
tral Mindanao because of the
massive deployment of soldiers,”
he said.

Murad denied military reports
that Muslim rebels were prepar-
ing to attack government posi-
tions to mark the end of Ramadan.
He said Muslimrebels placed their
troops on alert early Tuesday.

Col. Horacio Lapinid, spokes-
man of the military’s Southern
Command, said government
troops wenton maximum alert on
Sunday.

Police forces have beenon alert
since last month following the
killing of Aburajak Janjalani,
leader of a smaller but more vio-
lent Muslim rebel group, the Abu
Sayyaf.

On Monday, President Joseph
Estrada said reports of earlier
clashes between government
troops and Muslim rebels should
not cause alarm.

“Those are isolated cases, but
everything is normal,” he said.

“Those talks about war in
Mindanao are simply not true.”

Murad said about 1,000 heavily
armed soldiers backed by tanks
and artillery batteries and air sup-
port were seen near Camp
Abubakar, the MILF’s main head-
quarters located in Maguindanao
province. Other camps have also
reported seeing government troop
movements, he added.

So far, there have been only
occasional exchdnges of mortar
and artillery fire and no casualties
have been reported, Murad and
military spokesmen said.

Joseph Estrada

According to Economic minister:
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Japan in nat’l crisis

TOXKYO (Reuters) —Economic
Planning Agency Minister Taichi
Sakaiya said on Tuesday that Ja-
pan is facing a time of “national
economic crisis” but reiterated it
could achieve 0.5 percent eco-
nomic growth in the next busi-
ness year starting in April.
“The nation’s economy is in
what might be called a national

economic crisis as it faces its -

worst postwar recession with
an (expected) economic con-
traction for a second consecu-
tive year,” Sakaiya said in a
speech to the regular session of
parliament, which started on
Tuesday.

“The most important task for
the time being is to get the

TOKYO (Reuters) — Japanese
Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi said
on Tuesday he was confident the
nation’seconomy will recover and
post gross domestic product
growth of around 0.5 percent in
the next fiscal year beginning in
April.

“With acombination of various
policies (taken by the government)
and efforts by the private sector, [
am confident that the economy
will recover to around 0.5 percent
growth in fiscal 1999,” Obuchi
said in a key policy speech to the
regular session of parliament,
which started on Tuesday.

Obuchi pledged that he would
make utmost efforts to revitalise
theeconomy by making 1999 “‘the
first year of economic revival.”

The government took measures
to boost demand last year, includ-
ing a nearly 24 trillion yen eco-
nomic stimulus package.

Obuchi said it was also vital
to press ahead with structural
reforms and step up “supply-
side™ reforms in order to a
achieve self-sustained recovery
of Japan's economy.

_confident abo

Supply-side reforms aims at
shifting resources to growth-
generating sectors while while
reducing excessive and unpro-
ductive capacity in other indus-
tries.

It was also particularly im-
portant to create more good-
quality jobs and'raise produc-
tivity, he said.

The government will draw up
an “Industrial Revitalisation
Plan” by the end of this month
for these purposes.

With regard to the massive
volume of outstanding govern-
ment debt, which is expected to
amount to 327 trillion yen, Ja-
pan will need to review fiscal
and tax systems in the medium-
to long-term perspective after
the economy is put on a recov-
ery path, Obuchi said.

Obuchi said Japan has the re-
sponsibility to actively contrib-
ute to the stability of Asian cur-
rencies and economies.

With the advent of the euro in
January 1, Japan must take steps
to promote further international
use of the yen, he said.

economy out of the recession
and revitalise it.”

Sakaiya said Japan needed to
getoutofa“recessionary cycle”
by revitalising its financial sys-
tem, boosting demand, and tak-
ing steps for the severe labour
market.

By doing so, he added: “We
can expect economic growth of
around 0.5 percent in fiscal
1999/2000.”

Sakaiya said it was difficult
to expect an economic recovery
through support from the
nation’s exports given sluggish
Asian economies.

Japanese firms have become
reluctant to invest due to a drop
in wholesale prices and a feel-
ing of excess capacity in the
supply side of the domestic
market, he added.

“In order to support the
economy, we need to boost de-
mand by expanding social in-
frastructure and stimulating
consumption through tax cuts,”
Sakaiya said.

Regarding 31.5 trillion yen
worth of new Japanese govern-
ment bond issuance for the ini-
tial 1999/2000 budget, Sakaiya
said although the soundness of

the nation’s fiscal condition was
important, the most urgent task
was to get the economy out of
the recession.

He said the nation’s revenues
would increase as the economy
began growing again, adding:
“We should not think the cur-
rent fiscal deficit will directly
lead to future burden.”

Sakaiya said the government
would demand more efficient
business management and dis-
closure from financial institu-
tions in accordance with the
revitalisation of the financial
system.
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To plan future of Hong Kong

Tung meets world experts

By Dominic Lau
HONG KONG (Reuters) —
Hong Kong leader Tung Chee-
hwa meets his high-powered in-
ternational advisory council. in-
cluding Rupert Murdoch and
former Fed chairman Paul
Volcker. for the first time on
Wednesday to help plan the
territory 's development.

The meeting comes just after
Hong Kongreceived another grim
reminder of its economic plight
since the end of British rule in
July 1997, withits unemployment
rate hitting a record high.

Political and economic analysts
praised Tung for seeking some
international input on Hong
Kong's economic woes but said
they did notexpect much from the
first gathering.

“Hong Kong needstohave fresh
input from outsiders who have
the experience and whohave been
running successful businesses.”
said Dong Tao. regional econo-
mist at Credit Suisse First Bos-
ton. But he said there was no
magic solution for solving Hong
Kong's short-term economic
problems.

Hit by Asia’s financial crisis,
Hong Kong had negative growth
in the first three quarters of 1998,
and the government forecasts
gross domestic product fell by

five percent for the whole of 1998.

Unemployment was 5.8 percent
in the final quarter of 1998 and
was likely to rise further. the gov-
ermnment said on Monday.

Tung, aformer shipping tycoon
appointed by China to run Hong

Kong. named 14 world finance
experts and business leaders to
help him plan a long-term strat-
egy.

The Council of International
Advisors will be chaired by Tung.
Among the members are former
U.S. Federal Reserve Chairman
Volcker, chairman of News Corp
Ltd Rupert Murdoch, and former
chairman of HSBC Holdings Plc
Sir William Purves.

They expect to hold a meeting
once a year.

Tung held a dinner reception
on Tuesday at Government House,
the former residence of British
governors, to welcome the finance
experts and corporate leaders.

T welcome anything thatshows
Tung Chee-hwa getting out of his
office, meeting people outside of
hisnormal civil servant yes-men,”
said political analyst Michael
DeGolyer. It may result in some
minor improvement here and
there.”

But trade unionist and Hong
Kong legislator Lee Cheuk-yan
said it was doubtful whether the

FieSIdents look through a book sponsored by the China Charity Foun-

dation from the floods of 1998 in Beijing Sunday. Purchase of the 190

yuan book ($23) were to go to flood victims. AP
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Hong Kong s chief executlve Tung Chee-hwa (front, second from left) poses with members ofa counc:l of
international advisers appointed by the government to advise it on the territory’s economic development

Tuesday.

meeting would be of any use.

“I don’t think the committee
can do much by holding a meet-
ing once a year,” he said. “These
international investors may only
care about lowering the cost in
doing business and give a wrong
signal to Tung that by lowering
the cost is the way forward.”

Hilmar Kopper, chairman of
supervisory board of Deutsche
Bank AG , declined comment on
Tuesday what he would say in the
council.

Buthe said Hong Kong compa-
nies should consider investing in

Germany, chiefly in Germany’s
small and medium-sized compa-
nies which are the backbone of
German industry and trade.

“T think Hong Kong needs a
reassessment of what markets to
retain,” he told a news confer-
ence. “I wonder why more com-
panies in Hong Kong don’t make
use of the words ‘Made in Ger-
many.’”

Other members of the council
included chairman of Toyota
Motor Corp Shoichiro Toyoda,
chairman of the Bank of Tokyo-
MitsubishiLtd, Tasuku Takagaki,

AP

president of Royal Dutch Petro-
leum M.A.vanden Bergh, chair-
man of supervisory board of Si-
emens AG Karl-Hermann
Baumann, chief executive officer
of Motorola Inc Christopher
Galvin, president of Philips Elec-
tronics Cor Boonstra, president
of Power Corporation of Canada
Andre Desmarais, chairman and
chief executive officer of Ameri-
can International Group Inc
Maurice Greenberg, and chair-
man of supervisory board of Suez
Lyonnaise des Eaux Jerome
Monod.

The World Bank said on Tues-
day it was in talks with the

sions were needed. :

The bank’s Vice-President
forthe East AsiaRegion, Jean-
Michel Severino, told Reuters
the World Bank board might
also discuss funding from its
$1 billion pledge for crisis-hit
Indonesia in March. Buta de-
cision on that would hinge on
substantial financial and po-
litical reforms.

Severino said in an interview:
" with them. Last year, around
ing lending to help them deal
with the social impacts of the

economic orisis.”

to Malaysia, in excess of the
$300 million. already lent,

BANGKOK (Reuters) —
v po_liqy diréctions.
Malaysian governmentonex-
tra funding fo. help with a fis-
cal stimulus in the country but

a few more weeks. of discus-
o money,” Severmo add‘

Asked about Malaysia,
“We are in active discussions

May or June we lentthem $300 -
million, We are now discuss- .-

He ‘said additional funding |

would depend on complete .

agreement with Malaysia on

be an important

stimulus,” he said:=

Malaysia has been hit by its

worst recession in decades.

launched capital and currency
controls in October last yearto

try to insulate itself from exter-
nal economic shocks.

~:On Indonesia, Severino said -
~the. World Bank wWas prepari

a package of stwcturalv

P
board in-a couple of momhsi

ing) balanceofpaymems but to:b-'_
fund budget deficit... for_ fiscal .

PX
, -,jerty smcken popu:
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DO YOU OWE THE HOSPITAL MONEY?

If you do, you may not get a tax refund!

The Guam Memorial Hospital Authority
is working with the Department of Revenue
and Taxation to offset all delinquent accounts

that are due to the Hospital against Income
Tax Refunds.

On February 1, 1999, GMH will begin
referring all overdue accounts for 1998 and
prior years to Rev. & Tax. The list will include
the name of the patient as well as the guaran-
tor of patient accounts.

Income Tax Refunds for all persons on
the list who owe money to the Hospital will
be held by the Department of Revenue and
Taxation. In addition, money from the Income
Tax Refund will be used to pay the portion
of the Hospital bill outstanding to GMH.

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO
GET YOUR REFUND!

All persons who pay their open account
balances on or before February 1, 1999 at
the Hospital will be removed from the list to
be sent to Rev. & Tax. Those who think they
may be on the list can call GMH at 647-2339
to verify it they have an overdue account
listed for Income Tax Refund garnishment.

The GMH Business Office will be open
from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through
Friday to collect payments or answer any
questions you may have regarding your account.
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Korea peace talks begin

Qian Yongnian, China. AP
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Park un Woo (left) head of the South Korean de/egaton, invites his counterparts to shake hands prior to
the start of the fourth round of the Korean Peace Talks at Geneva, Switzerland Tuesday. From left are Park
Kun Woo of South Korea; Charles Kartman, U.S.; Kim Gye Gwan, North Korea, chairman of the talks; and
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By Andrew Gray
GENEV A (Reuters)—Officials
from the United States, China and
the two Koreas began a fresh
round of talks on Tuesday aimed
atcooling tensions between Seoul
and Pyongyang.

The talks, which have been tak-
ing place in Geneva on and off for
more than a year, have as their
eventual goal a permanent peace
between North and South Korea.

Participants played down any
chance of a breakthrough in this
fourth round, scheduled to last
four days. They said the four par-
ties would meet in sub-commit-
tees on Wednesday.

“After listening to the keynote
addresses, my feeling is that there
are still significant differences of
views among the delegations,”
Kim Gye-gwan, the head of the
North Korean delegation, told re-
porters.

“Thave the feeling we will have
.0 work very hard tonarrow down
‘e differences,” he said through
an interpreter.

Diplomats say the fact that
North Korea - which has recently
stepped up propaganda attacks on
Washington, Seoul and Tokyo -
is chairing this round may make
progress difficult.

The four-party discussions are
aimed at replacing the fraying
iruce that halted the 1950-53 Ko-
rean War with a permanent ac-
sord to normalise North-South
relations.

“It’s a very complicated mat-
ter. We're trying to solve a prob-
lem that has been left over by
history,” said Qian Yongnian, the
head of the Chinese delegation.

“So we can’t hope to get it settled
in the next few days.”

U.S. delegation head Charles
Kartman gave little away as he
left the talks. “We're going to
have sub-committee meetings
from tomorrow,” he said. “So far,
so good.”

SouthKorea’sdelegation chief,
Park Kun-woo, said the first meet-
ing had been conducted ina “busi-
nesslike manner” and the work-
ing groups would get down to
substantial matters in theirclosed-
door talks.

Formation of the sub-commit-
tees, looking at an overall peace
framework and ways of reducing
tensions on the Korean peninsula,
was agreed at the last round of
talks in October.

Geneva has become a focal
point for diplomatic efforts to
defuse inter-Korean tensions.

U.S. and North Korean offi-
cials held talks in Geneva last
weekend over a site in North Ko-
reawhich Washington fears could
be part of a new nuclear weapon
effort by Pyongyang. Those talks
are due to continue next week-
end.

Pyongyang kept up its broad-
sides against the West on Tues-
day with an attack on U.S. De-
fence Secretary William Cohen’s
recent visit to South Korea and
Japan.

“His junketshowed thatthe U.S.
moves to isolate and stifle the
DPRK (North Korea) militarily
are getting more reckless from
the beginning of the year, assum-
ing a new dangerous aspect,” a
Korean Central News Agency
report monitored in Tokyo said.

U.S. Defense Secretary William Cohen (right) receives the Nationial
Security Merit “Tongil Medal” from South Korean President Kim Dae-
jung during his visit at the presidential palace in Seoul Friday.  ap
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Clinton to boost military

By DAVID BRISCOE
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-
dent Bill Clinton offered propos-
als Tuesday to bolster Americans’
safety against terrorism at home
and instability abroad They in-
cluded big increases in defense
spending and assistance to Russia
to help reduce its weapons arse-
nal.

In his annual State of the Union
address. Clinton focused prima-
rily on domestic affairs, but he
alsooutlined majorinitiatives that
could affect America’s dealings
with other countries.

The largest is a proposed $12
billion increase in defense spend-
ing — part of a plan to add $110
billion over six years.

Republicans who have a major-
ity in both houses of Congress
generally want more money for
the military, but other foreign af-
fairs proposals will find a mixed
reaction in Congress.

Some details of Clinton’s pro-
posals were provided by the
president’s national security ad-
viser, Sandy Berger, before the
speech to both houses of Con-
gress. Clinton was speaking just
hours after White House lawyers
ended their first day of arguments
in the Senate impeachment trial
of the president.

On the global economic front,
Clinton called for a new round of
world trade negotiations, hoping to
counter protectionist forces set
loose by current financial turmoil.

The president’s plan for assis-
tance to Russia would add to the
Nunn-Lugarprogram aimed atdis-
mantling nuclear weapons. It would
increase funding by 70percentover
five years to help redirect the work
of Russian scientists from weap-
ons research to peacetime pursuits
and accelerate Moscow’s troop
withdrawals outside Russia, in ad-
dition to dismantling and destroy-
ing warheads and weapons materi-
als.

Berger said programs would in-
clude destruction of 50 tons of plu-
tonium, funding to put 8,000 Rus-
sianscientistsintocivilianresearch
and help for Russia in tightening
export controls. The increase also
would go to domestic programs
aimed at throwing a safety net over
Americans in response to both for-
eign and domestic terrorist threats.

As part of this, Clinton asked for
increased support for U.S. diplo-
macy around the world, focusing
on the need to make embassies
more secure as well as to give
embassy personnel the resources
needed to represent the world’s
only remaining superpower. Berger
cited a 50 percent decrease in fund-
ing for U.S. diplomacy overthe last
decade.

Domestically, the president’s
proposals also would include
money to research vaccines and
develop public health surveillance
to protect against chemical or bio-
logical dangers, training of police
and fire fighters to handle such
emergencies, and the hiring of tech-
nical experts, including computer
experts to protect against technical
sabotage, either foreign or domes-
tic.

Clinton’s plan to boost military

spending is prompted by growing
concerns over the U.S. military’s
readiness to handle complex post-
Cold War threats. Military spend-
ing has been declining since 1985.

Bergersaid concemns include the
need for pilot training, for spare
parts, and for modernizing the
smaller military to ensure that it
can “do the job.” The increase
also would fund a 4.4 percent
military pay raise and improved
benefits for military personnel.

Clinton’s speech also set the
stage for a far-reaching NATO
summit in Washington, which is
expected to attract heads of states
from more than 44 countries, in-
cluding all NATO members, for
the admission of Poland, Hun-
gary and the Czech Republic into
the alliance.

Berger said that although the
president was not mentioning it,
the administration remains com-
mitted to keeping the door open for

new NATO members and views
“enlargement as an ongoing pro-
cess.”

President Clinton shakes hands with House Speaker Dennis Hastert of lllinois prior to giving his State of the
Union address on Capitol Hill Tuesday. Vice President Gore applauds at left.
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SEVEN-CARD STUD
POKER TOURNAMENT

Saturday 23 January 1999 10:00PM

FIRST PRIZE GUARANTEED:
$1,000 CASH

ENTRY FEE $50
Includes $2,000 Tournament Chips
FREE LEARN-TO-PLAY-POKER SESSION

For Registered Entrants
Friday 22 January 7:00PM
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.~ JANUARY -
SLOT TOURNMENT
Saturday 23 January 1999 7:00PM

FIRST PRIZE GUARANTEED:
$1,000 CASH |

ENTRY FEE $15

FREE LEARN -TO-PLAY-SLOT-MACHINE SESSION
For Registered Entrants
Friday 22 January 7:00PM

24-Hour Hotline Registration: Casino Guest Services Tel: (670) 328-2809/2810/2811. Fax (670) 328-1186. Ask about Free Ferry
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beverage receipt for one ferry ticket for every $20 spent at a Tinian
Dynasty food & beverage outlet.
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_ THIS WEEKEND 22-24 JANUARY 99
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1:30 AM {early morning) 3:00 AM {early marning)
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10:00 PM 11:30 PM

LUXURY WEEKEND ACCOMMODATION

s4 Valid only for 22-24 and 29-31 January 1999.
0 PER NIGHT *CNMI and Guam residents only. Proof of ID needed.

(INCLUSIVE OF TAX)

Reserve now. Limited time only.

m First come first serve.
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@ Tinian Tel. (670) 326-2311
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Fax: (670) 328-1135
JHotel & Casino

Bet with your head, not over it.
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For more information call Tinian Dynasty Hotel & Casino on:

Tel (670) 328-2233 Fax (670) 328-1133

One Broadway, P.O. Box 1133, Tinian MP 96952,
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Ch/ef Justice W/l//am Rehnquist (left) leaves the Senate Chamber on
Capitol Hill Tuesday after adjourning the Senate’s impeachment trial
against President Clinton for the day. The Senate heard the president’s
lawyers begin their defense Tuesday. AP

Lewinsky testimony

risky for o 1 sides

By LAURIE ASSEO
WASHINGTON (AP) — Both
sides in President Bill Clinton’s
impeachment trial could face big
risks if Monica Lewinsky is called
to testify.

“It’s anightmare foreverybody.
We hear so many stories about
this woman; who knows what the
truth is?” says New York lawyer
Gregory Joseph, formerchairman
ofthe American Bar Association’s
litigation section.

“Intrials, smiff happens. Itnever
plays live the way it does on pa-
per,” added Denver lawyer Larry
Pozner, president of the National
Association of Criminal Defense
lawyers.

House prosecutors want the
Senate to call witnesses to help
decide whether Clinton should be
removed from office for what he
did in covering up his affair with
Ms. Lewinsky, a former White
House intern.

Putting Ms. Lewinsky on the
stand could backfire for the pros-

Monica Lewinsky

ecutors if it turns into a “sordid
sex tell-all,” said Pozner.

But she could hurt Clinton too.

“Her testimony keeps alive the
issue of perjury and the more trou-
bling issue of obstruction of jus-
tice,” said Edward Ohlbaum, a
law professor and director of the
trial advocacy programat Temple
University.

Although many have read her
grand jury testimony and heard
her voice in tape-recorded con-

versations with Linda Tnpp, “You
don’t know how she’s going to
come across testifying publicly,”
said Washington lawyer Barbara
Nicastro.

The lawyers would get achance
to judge her demeanor ahead of
time. The Senate trial agreement
says witnesses will be called to
testify only if both sides get a
chance to question them in ad-
vance.

Ms. Lewinsky herself faces no
risk, aside from the embarrass-
ment of having to testify, as long
as she tells the truth.

Inexchange for immunity from
prosecution, she promised Inde-
pendent Counsel Kenneth Starr
last July she would testify truth-
fully in court and in “congres-
sional proceedings.” Because of
the immunity deal, she can’t rely
on the Constitution’s Fifth
Amendment protection against
self-incrimination to avoid testi-

fying.

Continued on page 22

George W. Bush sworn in as Texas governor, eyes Whlte House

By Alan Elsner
AUSTIN, Texas (Reuters) —
George W. Bush was sworn in on
Tuesday for a second term as gov-
emnor of Texas. calling for racial
and ethnic reconciliation and a re-
tumn to traditional moral values -
issues that may become themes for
a White House campaign in 2000.
With his father. former Presi-
dent George Bush. and his mother,
Barbara Bush, among many fam-
ily members in the audience, Bush
took the oath in front of the state

Capitol building onacloudy, breezy
day.

The sun came through just as a
19-gun salute boomed out and F-
16 planes swooped over the domed
building.

Bush, 52, the first man to win
twoconsecutive four-year terms as
governor of Texas, said the state’s
future should be based not only on
gconomic prosperity but also on
moral values.

“Some people think it’s inappro-
priate to make moral judgments

any more. Not me,” he declared.

“As we begin anew century, our
dream for all of Texas should be
based not just on prosperity but the
values that make prosperity worth-
while.”

While no mention was made of
the impeachment trial of President
Bill Clinton underway in Wash-
ington, it was clearly on the minds
of many of the 20,000 people who
came to see Bush swom in.

Newly elected Lt. Gov. Rick
Perry, who was sworn in just be-

‘4&_—2' Sl

>
PEDRO I{. KANI
2nd

by the beach.

=" IN LOVING MEMORY =

Joint Anniversary Rosary
We, the Families of the Late ‘

[ /‘m........./»..._.....«\/;ngj

ANTONIA P. KANI
10th

Cordially invite all our relatives and friends to join us in prayers as we commemorate
the joint anniversary rosary of our beloved parents.and brother. Nightly Rosary will
commence on Friday, January 22, 1999 at 8:00 P M. at the famrly residence in Tanapag

On the final day, Saturday, January 30 1999 Rosary will be sald at 4 00 P.M. followed
by Anniversary Mass of Intention at 5:00 P. M ‘at Santa Remedios Church in Tanapag.
Dinner will be served 1mmedxately after Mass‘at the famlly re51dence :
We sincerely thank you for your love prayers and support.

Please Jom US o

From: The children, brothers, sisters and grandchildren
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NICOLAS P. KANI
21st

Texas Gov. George W, Bush and h/s w:fe Laura wave during the
inaugural parade Tuesday after he was sworn in for his second term as

governor.

fore Bush, seemed to be making an
unfavourable comparison between
Clinton and the Texas governor
when he proclaimed: “George W.
Bushis aman of character, the kind
of man we can point out to our
children and say, ‘I want you to
grow up like him.””

Bush himself said America
seemed to be putting too much
faith in economic success, justas it
once put too much faith in the
ability of government to improve
their lives.”

*“Government can’t solve all our
problems. Economic growth can’t
solve all our problems. Infact, we're
now putting too much hope in eco-
NOmics just as we once put too
much hope in government,” he said.

“Reducing problems toeconom-
ics is simply materialism. The real
answer is found in the hearts of
decent caring people who have
heard the call to love their neigh-
bors as they would like to be loved
themselves. We must rally the
armies of compassion,™

Bush, who managed to win al-
most half the Hispanic vote and a
quarter of the black vote last No-
vember in his landslide re-election
victory, returned to his theme of

AP

racial reconciliation in his speech.

Breaking briefly into Spanish,
he said Texans must not allow race
todivide them. He said they should
celebrate diversity but also em-
brace unity through common val-
ues.

Banners carrying the theme *To-
gether We Can - Junta Podemos” -
were strung across the main street
of Austin, Texas, echoing the Bush
message of outreach.

Bush has already been crowned
the early favourite for the Republi-
can presidential nomination, even
though he has not yet officially
made up his mind to run.

The self-declared champion of
“‘compassionate conservatism’ has
said he will not announce a deci-
sionuntil late spring, after the Texas
Legislature has finished its upcom-
ing term. He isexpected tofocuson
enacting two central election
pledges: engineering far-reaching
educational reform and lowering
property taxes.

Bushbeginshissecond term with
sky-high approval ratings of 87
percent in his home state. One re-
cent poll found that 68 percent of
Texans would support him for
president.
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NMC...

Continued from page 3

Youth Congress Vice Speaker
Winfred Camacho stressed NMC
StuCo is not discouraging students

from going off-island to study.
Camacho added that their concem
isforon-islandscholarstobe givenan
equal opportunity like theiroff-island
counterparts.
“We justwant the (government) to
provide the same opportunity for stu-

Camacho ...

Continued from page 3

left in the office.”

Since the implementation of the
Chamomo Land Trust Act that al-
lowedresidentstoleaselandat$1 per
yearfor99years, the CLTChas been
busy surveying those landsand hand-
ing out plots to residents. That also,
has become a problem, as the CLTC
has run out of money to continue
paying a private surveyor to mark off
those plots.

“It is important that (the CLTC)
continue their operations uninter-
rupted,” Camacho said. “We need to
make this a priority.”

CLTC acting director Ron Teechan
said there is some money that exists,
but legislation is necessary torelease
those funds.

“If they cannot continue to survey
the lands, they cannot lease out the

lands and the leasing comestoahalt,”
Camacho said.

Also under scrutiny were the De-
partments of Land Management and
Agriculture.

The strategy was to look at what

_they are doing and what plans they
have and ensure that they all coin-
cide,” Camacho said. ‘T did see a
divergence in some areas.”

Camacho also discovered that a
revolving fund, used to help farm-
ers, has halted its operations be-
cause of alack of money. The fund
was set up for farmers to borrow
against it, then replenish it. Agri-
culture acting director Joseph
Sablan said although there are ef-
forts to collect, there is a problem
with farmers not paying up.

With the CLTC having leased out
dozens of agricultural plots, the de-
mand for assistance will grow.

“There is definitely aneedthere for
farmers,” Camacho said.

Chamber. ..

Continued from page 3

beneficial to the Commonwealth’s
best interests.

But the business organization also
raised concems on the alleged un-
manageable bureaucratic process in-
herent at the Department of Labor
and ImmigrationfDOLI], adding that
itmay be deterrent to the intent of the
bill which is to make CNMI a retire-
ment haven for senior Japanese citi-
zens.

“The DOLI should be mandated,
either by regulation or by an Execu-
tive Directive, to expedite and un-
clog the bureaucracy of the depart-
ment so that a prompt issuance of
the permit will be accommodated,”
the Chamber said.

It also suggested that a yearly re-
newal of the retirees’ permit with a
correspondingannual fee beimposed
by regulation tohelp the government
refill its depleting coffers, in light of
the downturn in the tourism industry.

Under the proposed measure, an
applicant should be required to pay
anon-refundable application orre-
newal fee of $1,000 and an addi-
tional $500 for the applicant’s

spouse.

SB 11-82 proposes to lower the
emryreqmrementfornon immigrant
foreign retirees.

Current law allows entry for those
who have invested $200,000.

Sen. Juan P. Tenorio (R-Saipan),
proponent of the bill, has said that the
current economic conditions which
have virtually lowered value of prop-
erty and the prospective retirees” dis-
posable income have triggered the
reduction in the entry requirement.

Tenorio said the legislation was
‘passed as part of government’s ef-
forts to attract more of Japan’s senior
citizens, whoreportedly getan aver-
ageof $700,000 in savings, tosettle
in the Northern Marianas.

The Chambersaid itconcurs with
Tenorio’s opinion regarding the
positive effects of allowing a new
class of nonresidents toretire in the
Commonwealth, since itisexpected
to be followed by professionals.

“*Aretirement community is nec-
essarily followed by professionals,
such as those providing medical and
financial services, as well asa variety
ofotherneededservicesthatthe CNMI
businesscommunitycouldeitherpro-
vide or benefit from,” the business

group said.

PUTC .

Continued from page 3

obligation to the people to get this
project rolling so we can avoid a
power crisis.”

Apatang, in a separate interview,
said the bill will be carefully drafted,
adding that he will alsorecommend a
public hearing,

*The power situation is not good,
and regardless of how the bids are
evaluated someone will sue the gov-
emment anyway.

“It’s going to be a never ending
process and meantime the people are
suffering due to the power crisis,”
Apatang said.

Villagomez at the same time re-
vealed that even the Attorney
General’sOffice(AGO)"hasnoprob-
lems” with the Marubeni-Sithe con-
tract.

He cited a Sept. 22, 1998 letter
from AGO saying that the contract
can be approved in accordance to
law. (AGO, however, said it will
withhold approval until CUC obtains

a final ruling on the concemns then
raised by the Office of the Public
Auditor [OPA].)

Villagomez, moreover, said based
on computations made by CUC,
choosing Marubeni-Sithe will result
inthe least monthly cost forthe utility
company.

Without a new power plant, CUC
Executive Director Timothy
Villagomez earlier told the Variety
that the CNMI may face a serious
power problem beginning this year.

CUC projects a power shortfall of
12.93 megawatts by August 2000,

However, OPA has upheld an ap-
pealfiled by one of the losing bidders,
the Pacific Marine Industrial Corp.
(PMIC), and called for a new round
of selection process.

OPA said the processused by CUC
was “flawed.”

CUC officials said they may bring
OPA "smuling to court, buteventually
decided to issue out anew request for
proposal for an independent evalua-
tor that will review the bids all over
again,

dents who go to school here. Give
them the opportunity tolearn. Give
them what they need,” Camacho
said.

Uludong added she registered at
NMC asearly as Decemberonly to
be informedaweek before the open-
ing of the classes that EAPs are
cancelled.

“Ifeellikealotof studentsattend
school here because they are not
privileged. They don’t have the
means and resources to go off-
island and attend college there.

They chose to stay here because of
the finances,” she said.

According toUludong, itis not fair
for on-island students to be given a
cut in their scholarship.

“Usually the people who go off-
island can.fend for themselves. They
usually have the means and resources
to support themselves unlike us here
who depend on this scholarship,”
Uludong added.

Camacho said that without money
for scholarships, government is de-
nying equal opportunity for the stu-

dents to advance themselves.

Camacho and Uludong said stu-
dents now are really disappointed.

The students, they said, shouldonly
worry about their education and not
the tuition.

The student council said they are
anticipating 300studentstojoininthe
motorcade today. :

Upon reaching the Governor’s
Office, the council’s designated
spokespersons will be meeting with
Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio to air their
COncerns.
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System.

For all signs need, please visit or call

oystem

at #A Younis Art Studio, Inc., in Garapan.
Telephone Nos. 234-6341 ¥ 234-7578 ¥
234-9797 ¥ 234-9272 or Fax No. 234-9271.

gns

VINYL SIGNS: Forindoor/outdoor with col-
ors, style and quality, on wood, glass, metal,
plastic cloth and walls, designed in computer
graphics, artistically drafted, composed with
a lot of talent and knowledge, is now avail-
able at Younis Art Studio, Inc.

VINYL BANNERS: On cloth and plastic
materials, from 1-5 feet wide and length from
3 feet to 50 or 75 feet and more, with any
color, letters size and.style and rich graph-

Also hand painted signs and banners, artis-
tically designed and colored on any mate-
rial surface of all sizes.

DIGITAL PRINT: Signs for inside markets/
stores/shops in full colors with print of the
| goods/merchandise on plastic sheets/
boards or on transparencies on special pa-
I per or cloth for ceiling hang for display or

B above shelves, counters and merchandise
stands, can easily be produced by the tal-
ented and capable sign makers at YAS Sign

Full color digital print for back light in shops
window or special display in the outdoor,
such as food items, drinks cosmetics, per-
¥ fumes, jewelry and many more.

¥ Vinyl signs are durable, colorful and guar-
anteed to last for five to seven years in all
B weather conditions and stands heat tem-
& perature 40-180 degrees Fahrenheit.
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Lewinsky ...

Continued from page 20

Butif she lies, the agreement can
be voided and she can be pros-
ecuted for perjury. Therefore, she
would be expected to stick closely
to her previous testimony in the
case.

New York trial lawyer Gerald
Lefcourtsaid Clinton’s lawyers can
try to reinforce Ms. Lewinsky’s
statement to the grand jury that
“No one ever asked me to lie and I
was never promised a job for my
silence.”

Prosecutors can ask about her
statement thateven though Clinton

did not tell her to lie, he also did
not urge her to tell the truth.

1 knew what that meant,” she
told the grand jurors.

Prosecutors can ask about presi-
dential secretary Betty Currie’s re-
trieval of gifts Clinton gave Ms.
Lewinsky. And they can try to use
her testimony to bolster their argu-
ment that Clinton lied about details
of their physical relationship.

They could do that “in a G-rated
way"” by simply asking her to con-

firm that her grand jury testimony
on that question was truthful, said
John Barrett, a New York Univer-
sity law professor and former pros-
ecutor in the Iran-Contra arms and
money scandal.

Several lawyers predicted attor-
neys on both sides will question
Ms. Lewinsky cautiously to avoid
seeming to abuse her, but Barrett
said they must be ready to be more
aggressive if her testimony seems
to favor the other side.

One of the worst things thatcould
happen to the prosecution, Pozner

_said, would be if she were to “‘look

up and say, ‘I said before no one
pressured me.””

Nicastro said Ms. Lewinsky
could harm the president by testi-
fying that she got a clear impres-
sion he wanted her to continue
covering up the affair as they had
before.

Even if Ms. Lewinsky'’s testi-
mony did not change the known
facts in a major way, ““The exercise
will atleast allow the Senate to size
her up — test her credibility,
memory, motivations, attitude,
maturity and perception,” Barrett
said.

Samoas .

Continued from page 12

and the governmentof Samoa took
place late last year.

A bigger. newer ferry will start
sailing between the two countries
next week. encouraging Samoa’s
farmers to sell greater quantities
of their products in the territory.

Samoa’s Prime Minister and
Finance Minister, Tuilaepa Sailele

Malielegaoi, who hosted the
American Samoa delegation,
views the territory as a gateway
for Samoan products into the
United States - favorable tariff
arrangements permitting.
Influential politicians like
American Samoan congressman,
Faleomavaega Eni Hunkin, view
closer economic links between
the two Samoas as a more impor-
tant priority than political unifi-
cation of the Samoan islands.

Nauru .

Continued from page 12

chiefs. who are usually all male.

Senator Faiivae writes that fe-
males in districts that do not
recognise female matai are elimi-
nated from the selection of Sena-
tors because of their gender, thereby
denying the equality guaranteed by
the United States constitution.

He calls the Senate, "an all male
institution™ which he could sup-
port “if women were never given
the equal opportunity and eligibil-
ity” in the Samoan culture genera-
tions ago.

He says very few women have
been recognised for their cultural

leadership in Samoan political his-
tory until recently, because they
have always been considered un-
qualified.

The issue of electing senators by
popularvote comesup duringelec-
tion campaign debates, and was
most recently asked by Congress-
man Faleomavaega Eni Hunkinand
his unsuccessful challenger in the
November general elections.

The Samoa Post also ran an edi-
torial after the last elections, which
supported a change in the selection
of Senators.

Usually the only counter views
to these arguments come from eld-
erly chiefs, senators and the rela-
tives of both groups.

Continued from page 11
ing their windshields.

The suspects were reportedly
looking for a man who was in a

blue truck which went toward the
direction of the barracks.

After failing to find the man
and the vehicle they are looking
for, the suspects went into a ram-
page.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!!
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US court. ..

Continued from page 8

than ten grams of ice is not more
than 40 years and a fine of not
more than $2,000,000 plus a five-
year supervised release.

The amount of “ice” involved
was not indicated.

With the assistance of his coun-
sel, Lawyer Gregory J. Koebel,
the Japanese entered into an agree-
ment which greatly reduced his
sentence.

Gov't.

Continued from page 8

the US Environmental Protection
Agency which issues a Compli-
ance Order to the CNMI govemn-
ment in September 1994.

Based -on earlier studies, the
government should spend ap-
proximately $60 million to $90
million over the next 10 years to
build incinerators and open a new
landfill.

The Division of Environmental

Quality previously batted for the

immediate establishmentof asani-
tary landfill even without the in-
cinerators to facilitate the closure
of the Puerto Rico dump site.

The DEQ said the next issue to
be addressed, if an incinerator is
built to dispose of solid waste
accumulated in the dump site, is
where to dump the ashes.

Aside from this, the emission
of incinerators may be pose dan-
ger to the people’s health since a
lot of people catch rainwater to
drink.

Reyes .

Continued from page 7

ticularly the gaming industry—

remain the comparative economic
advantage for the CNML
Further, “With a newly refo-
cused marketing effort, the CNMI
could be considered in a more

advantageous position than Guam
(as it has) three distinctly differ-
entislands as tourist destinations,
adding to the CNMI's appeal as a
destination,” the report stated.

USto.

Continued from page 6

pay for incarcerating criminal
aliens.

Eligible applicants included
states and localities thatexercised
authority with respect to the in-
carceration of an undocumented

criminal alien.

Aside from Guam, all 50 U.S.
states, the District of Columbia,
Puerto Ricp, the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands and approximately 3,200
local jurisdictions with jail facili-
ties are eligible for funding under
SCAAP.

SCAAP funding is based on
information provided by each

applicant on the number and costs
of housing criminal aliens for the
fiscal year.

In Fiscal Year 1998, Congress
appropriated $585 million for the
SCAAP program, approximately
$10 million of which has been
used for administration.

Another $585 million has been
appropriated for Fiscal Year 1999.

Trial is. ..
Continued from page 6
had yet to see a marijuana ad-

speak about the spiritual indi-
cations of cannabis, he sup-
ported medical use. He said that
the medical community is
quickly moving toward a pill

that could be taken which would
alleviate the cravings that stem
from the use of addictive drugs
as well as other obsessive and
compulsive behaviors.

dict and although he couldn’t

Goldberg .

Continued from page 5

Goldberg wants the high tribu-
nal to order Bellas to exercise his
authority as a judge and decide
on the pending cases involving
overstaying aliens Alicia
Fabricante and Chi Min Yue,
whom the AGO and the Division

of Immigration wanted to be de-
ported.

In his recent order on the two
cases, Bellas decided to stay his
decision pending the resolution
of an appeal made by AGO
through Goldberg before the Su-
preme Court on the judge’srecent
ruling involving Filipina Gemma
Sagun.

Bellas, according to Goldberg,

has allowed Sagun to go on a
voluntary deportation, a power
which he alleged can only exer-
cised by the executive branch.

Goldberg requested the high
court to set an oral argument for
the latest petition.

The assistant attomey general
used his previous arguments be-
fore Bellas’ courtroom on depor-
tation cases in filing the petition.

Takeover .

Continued from page 3

tus Commission granted the au-
thority for the US Congress to
amend Section 503[a] and 503{c¢]
— the immigration and minimum
wage provisions — on grounds
that the issue will be treated *'with
a great deal of care and sensitiv-
ity.” '
“[We were hoping thatthey are]
taking into account the special
socio-economic conditions in ex-
istence at the time prior to a fed-
eral takeover, and certainly not
for the US to exercise such au-

thority based on politically moti-
vated agenda,” he said.

He noted that given the seri-
ously negative federal attitude
over CNMI-US political relation-
ship and the present economic
situation, “‘good faith consulta-
tions could not be realistically or
rationally conducted.”

Bothssides should acknowledge
that productive consultation can-
not occur under an atmosphere of
hate and suspicion which now
dominate the personalities of both
the CNMI and the US,” the former

~ lieutenant governor said.

He said that Cohen’s and his
group’s objective of imposing

federal standards for a takeover
of CNMI laws is premature, sug-
gesting that it would be more use-
ful for the visiting federal offi-
cials to walk around the islands
and observe the improvements.

“They might be lucky enough
to meet a couple of commies
and slaves whom Al and George
are dying to meet,” he remarked.

He also branded as “pathetic™
the federal government’s pro-
posal to federalize local immi-
gration and minimum wage after
CNMTI’s more than 20 years of
successful and fruitful political
association with the US under the
Covenant.

Ignored .

Continued from page 3

Zachares told reporters.

These labor orders involve fines
imposed on employers for violat-
ing labor laws, and back wages
that should be released to affected
guest workers.

The panel noted that these or-
ders, estimated to involve over
500 guest workers, were being
out rightly ignored by the em-
ployers.

“In the past, yes, we had some
problems. But we are trying to

address their concerns now and in
the future,” Zachares told report-
ers.

Zachares said DOLI’slegal staff
is being beefed up with a third
lawyer and a para-legal personnel
“'to assist us in that area.”

Currently, he said, DOLI Asst.
Atty.Gen. Aaron Williams is work-
ing on 42 demand letters requiring
the employers to heed the orders.

“Ifeel like we explained some of
the misconceptions or misrepre-
sentations that may have been in
the OIA report. I find it a very
good dialogue. [ am hoping that
they recognize some of the re-

form efforts that the CNMI has
undertaken.

“The basic premise I put for-
ward was that reform is happen-
ing. It is (a) reality, but we also
need your (federal government’s)
help... we invite the federal gov-
ernment to assist us in any areas
where they have their primary
responsibilities and where we
have mutual responsibilities,”
Zachares said.

The Covenant Section 902 talks
are being held over the federal
government’s concerns on
CNMT’s labor and immigration
situation.

Categorized...

Continued from page 3
Felix Camacho, brought the

Gutierrez and Lt. Gov. Madeleine
Z. Bordallo, citing massive voter
fraud in the General Election.
Noting  the snail’s pace
progress of the case, Manibusan

lo expedite it.
According to clerks, the trial
may go for another two weeks.
Torres’ testimony is nearly
over and Van de veld is ex-
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of labor, immigration and cus-
toms in the islands.

Customs officials, in particu-
lar, brought up the conflicting re-
ports from the U.S. Customs and
the OIA during the closed door
discussions. -

“The 902 panels listened to our
presentation because of the re-
ports released by the OIA versus
the U.S. Customs . .. They're
concerned because there are two
different reports,” said Mafnas.

He expressed optimism that
Cohen’s group will make a sound
judgment after going through the

two conflicting reports.

“I"d ratherrecommend that they
see a copy of the U.S. Customs
report and compare it with the
OIA report and let them decide
for themselves,” he said.

Cohen could not be reached for
comment as of yesterday after-
noon.

U.S. Customs officials led by
Keith Tamashiro were on Saipan
from Sept. 1410 18, 1998 to check
whether local garmentcompanies
comply with both federal and
CNMI laws with regards to trans-
shipment, importation and expor-
tation of garment products.

They conducted physical in-
spection of the operations of both
the garment firms (including in-

coming cargoes for these compa-
nies) and the local Customs.

The inspection team was also
able to randomly inspect three
garment factories and was satis-
fied with the results.

These firms are the American
Pacific Textile, Inc. (Ampac),
Global Manufacturing Corp. and
the Hansae (Saipan), Inc.

During the course of their five-
day visit, the federal officials dis-
counted allegations that several
garment companies in the CNMI
are engaged in illegal transship-
ments of garment products, and
even “‘praised” their cleanliness”
and “‘efficiency” of operations.

The OIA’s report, meanwhile,
alleged thatillegal transshipments

occurred in the Commonwealth,
where finished garment products
from other countries are shipped
to the CNMI, and while here, are
reported to be re-labelled “Made
in the USA™ and then shipped to
the US mainland.

Stayman, during his visitinJune
to Saipan, said a report prepared
by his agency’s consultants con-
firmed incidents of illegal trans-
shipments in the CNML

He did not divulge more infor-
mation at that time, saying the US
Customs Service is still investi-
gating these allegations.

Stayman earlier said the allega-
tions of illegal transshipment
started when OIA noted an in-
crease in shipments in CNMI at

the time when the number of work-
ersallowed toenter the island was
limited.

“It’s interesting to know why
shipments went up when workers
were not going up. One explana-
tion was workers were working
harder or there was transshipment.
But that was enough for us to look
into that and we were able to get
people to say that they essentially
witnessed transshipment.

“We don’t know the extent of it
or whether it is still going on but
it would be the report which will
answer these questions. [t’sstilla
big issue,” said Stayman.

The OIA report was received
by the CNMI towards the end of
December 1998.

Hofschneider . . .

Continued from page 1

board of trustees, Hofschneider
said.

The governor would appoint the
board’s seven members with the
consent of the Senate.

Because the new CHC would
be operating on the fees it col-
lects, the government could gradu-
ally reduce direct funding to the
hospital, Hofschneider said.

“The hospital would still be

subsidized by the governmentbut
in four to five years this would
decrease,” he said.

“That would result in a lot of
savings for the government, but
at the same time no one would be
denied health care, particularly
the indigent.”

Included in the bill, is the pro-
posal for the physical relocation
of DPH’s offices located at CHC
to anew building, which is a capi-
tal infrastructure project (CIP)
funded by federal grants and local
matching funds.

“There would be a clearer de-

marcation of responsibilities re-
garding regulations, programs and
delivery of  services,”
Hofschneider said.

The next step now for the
Health, Education and Welfare
(HEW) Committee, he added, is
to draft a report urging for the
bill's passage.

A public hearing has already been
conducted on the bill, and
Hofschneider said the “feedback”
from the people has been ““positive.”

“We will soon place the bill on
the calendar so we can pass it in
the next session,” he said.

Guam .

Continued from page 1

sents a powerful class of foreign
investors and decision-makers.
Three of the four Asian tigers -
Hong Kong, Taiwan and
Singapore - have prospered
through the efforts of Chinese
capitalists, many of whomare now
vastly rich.

Thus, Chen said this gathering
of Chinese entrepreneurs offers
anexceptional opportunity for the
local Chinese and Guam commu-
nity to meet high-profile business
executives from all over Asiaand
the Pacific region.

“This conference is held every
two years and this Guam meeting
marks the 12th time that the con-
ference is being held. It’s been
going on for 24 years already,

held in various places all over the
Asia-Pacific, Chen said.

He added that the conference
will give Guam “good exposure”
because the participating Chinese
businessmen from various Asian
countries would spread the good
news about Guam and probably
initiate more investments here.

“The delegates are expected to
discuss ways by which overseas
Chinese business ties can be im-
proved as well as business oppor-
tunities and increased network-
ing. They will alsotackle the Asian
economic crisis and what the over-
seas Chinese business commu-
nity cando to help. They will also
discuss Taiwanese investment
plans.”

Aside from business and eco-
nomics, the conference will also
tackle cultural matters, according
to Dr. Peter Liu, president of the

United Chinese Association of
Guam which is sponsoring the
conference.

“We expect about 280 partici-
pants for the conference. We
worked to have the meeting done
here because we want to promote
Guam and show off the friendli-
ness of the people and the beauty
of the island,” Liu said.

He agreed that the business con-
ference is a very good marketing
opportunity for Guam.

“We will promote the island as
atourism and investment destina-
tion for overseas Chinese. A lot of
countries wanted to host this year’s
meeting but we won out. Soit’sabig
honor for Guam to be chosen as the
conference site,” Liu said.

The conference will run through
Jan. 24 with the sessions to be
held at the Sherwood Hotel in
Tumon.

Clinton .

Continued from page 2

mention of Clinton’s impeachment
or his Senate trial.

The president heavily emphasized
education. He said he would send
Congress a plan that for the first time
holds states and school districts ac-
countable for their progress and re-
wards them for results. Schools that
fail to comply could lose some of the

$15 billion the federal government
spends on education.

Nochild should graduate fromhigh
school “withadiplomaheorshecan’t
read,” Clinton said.

In his remarks on foreign policy,
Clinton said the United States will
continue to contain Iraq’s Saddam
Hussein.

“And we will work for the day
when Iraq has a government worthy
of its people,” Clinton said.

State .

Continued from page 2

people -— a great job,” he said.
“He's doing something for the
people. He tried to make a better
life for the people of the United
States.”

Jean Joseph, who watched
Clinton from a barber shop called
Chicago’s in the largely black,
working-class SanFrancisconeigh-
borhood of Western Addition,
agreed that the president looked
confident. However, he said, the
confidence was probably coming

lic is fed up with his enemies.

“Unfortunately, it’s not confi-
dence for the right reason,” said
Joseph, a 25-year-old finance ana-
lyst. “He’s not drawing confidence
from the quality of his job so much
as for the disdain for politics and
the political games that are being
played.”

To Southeastern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary student Don
Brown, hearing Clinton talk about
the need for “discipline” in creat-
ing academic standards was just
too much.

“Discipline?” Brown, 25, scoffed
at the television set.

In the aftermath of the killing of
more than 40 ethnic Albanians in

Kosovo, Clinton made no new pro-
nouncementbutsaidthe United States .

and NATO allies “are pressing the
Serbian government to stop its brutal
repression in Kosovo, to bring those
responsible to justice, and give the
people of Kosovo the self-govern-
ment they deserve.”

Iraq .

Continued from page 2

was delivered in the wake of the
almost daily clashes in recent weeks
between Iraqi forces and U.S. war-
planes patrolling the zones, which the
United States and its allies imposed
afterthe Gulf War to protect minority
Kurds in the north and Shiite Mus-
lims in the south.

Washington has argued it has the
legal right to patrol the airspace based
on Security Council resolutions that
allow U.N. member states to “‘use all
necessary means” to uphold U.N.
resolutions regarding peace and se-
curity in the region,

Ordot .

Continued from page 1

high levels of dioxins and carbon
monoxide, Kelly said particulate
matter, which are by-products of
the fire, may cause the levels of
carbon monoxide to rise.

Testing for dioxins near the site
has been done since the second
day of the Christmas Day fire.
Through the tests, Kelly said, it
was found that there is a correla-
tion between the decrease in di-
oxins and a decrease in the levels
of carbon monoxides.

GovGuam personnel are install-
ing the $40 to $50 monitors this
week into the homes. The devices
are similar to fire detectors and
are plugged into wall outlets to
monitor carbon monoxide levels.

Ten families from the Famha
and Victoriano Lanes to the east
of the fire were short-term evacu-

ees who were senthome last week.
The families were evacuated when
a wind anomaly caused the pre-
dominantly western flow to blow
east. Kelly said six more families
are expected to be allowed to go
home sometime this week.

Four families who live west of
the fire and also closest to the fire
are the only ones remaining in the
emergency shelter in the Cliff
Hotel.

GovGuam was paying an esti-
mated $2,000 per day for housing
and food for 10 families staying at
the hotel.

The amountincreased to $3,000
perday with the increase of evacu-
ees. Kelly said he doesn’t expect
the daily total for the four families
remaining in emergency shelter
to exceed $900.

Officials from Civil Defense,
the Guam Fire Dept., and the Dept.
of Public Works will meet in a
week to evaluate efforts in extin-
guishing the fire.

Hillblom .

Continued from page 1

consistent with the provisions of
the United States Internal Rev-
enue Code Section 2014,

This section of the IRC applies
to foreign death taxes, and which
is applicable to the Common-
wealth.

Under the newly-enacted law,
whenever a federal estate tax is
payable to the U.S., there should
alsobe imposed a Commonwealth
estate tax on the taxable estate
equal to the amount of the maxi-
mum allowable credit for foreign
death taxes ‘pursuant to the U.S.
IRC.

This should also be allowable
under the applicable federal es-
tate tax law, which is attributable

to property situated in the CNMIL.

The bill also states that the es-
tate tax should not be imposed as
a total estate tax liability to the
CNMI and the U.S. in excess of
the estate tax lability to the U.S.
whichwould resultif thisamended
section were not in effect.

Stressing the need to refill the
Commonwealth’s emptied cof-
fers, the governor earlier ex-
pressed strong support to tax the
inheritance of the late Hillblom’s
children, as well as other busi-
nesses and entities who file their
taxes in the CNMI.

“Twant tomake clearthat anybody
should pay their tax fairly since they
file their tax here in the CNMIL. |
would like to see that at least the
CNMI would benefit from the taxes
to be collected not necessarily from
Hillblom but also others,” he said.

no resolution that explicitly autho-
rized the no-fly zones. “It is quite
clear that the position of the United
States is completely unfounded,”
Hamdoon wrote.

As such, he said, Iraq has the right
under international law *“'to exercise
its legitimate right to self-defense
against such a continuous act of ag-
gression.”

Since lastmonth’s U.S. and British
airstrikes, Baghdad has increased its
challenge of the no-fly zones, as well

as U.N. weapons inspections and the
U.N. humanitarian program in Iraq.
Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tariq
Aziz has also called into question the
borders of Kuwait — a move which
has raised serious concem within the
Security Council and Kuwait itself.

LEAVING ISLAND SALE

OAK DINING ROOM SET
with 4 CHAIRS $350
21" CURTIS MATHES
COLOR T.V. in WOOD CABINET
$350 or best offers,
CALL RICK AT 235-0705

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Quiet Two (2) Bedrooms - » Swimming Pool Tennis Court

KANNAT GARDENS

(NEAR NORTHERN MARIANAS COLLEGE)

from Clinton’s belief that the pub- Hamdoon,however, said there was

235-5686 (8:30 AM 10 5:30 PM, Weekdays) — 235-9620, 234-5849 (6:00 PM 10 9:00 PM, Everyday)
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DEADLINE: 12:00 noon the day prior to publication

NOTE: If some reason your advertisement is incorect, call us
immediately to make the necessary comections. The Marianas Variety
News and Views is responsible only for one incomect insertion. We
reserve the right to edit, refuse, rejec

1 or cancel any ad at any time.

. -Job.Vacancy
- Announcement

PUBLIC NOTIGE

All interested resident wortkers are
urged to register at the
Dept. of Labor & iImmigration,
Division of Employment Services for
the job/s being advertised in which
you are quadlified and available.
For further assistance,
please call Alfred A. Pangelinan at
Tel. 664-2078.

02 COOK-Salary:$3.05-7.50 per hour

01 SEWING MACHINE REPAIRER
(MECHANIC)-Salary:$3.05-3.50 per
hour

06 IRONING PRESSER (MACHINE)-
Salary:$3.05-3.50 per hour

70 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05-5.50 per hour

02 ELECTRICIAN (MAINTENANCE)-
Salary:$3.05-3.50 per hour

01 (SEWING) SUPERVISOR-Sal-
ary:$3.05-6.50 per hour

02 QUALITY CONTROL (SUPERVI-
SOR)-Salary:$3.05-6.80 per hour

01 CUTTING SUPERVISOR-Sal-
ary:5800.00-3,000.00 per month

02 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.05-8.60
per hour

10 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05-3.50 per hour

Contact: PANG JIN SANG SACORPO-
RATION Tel. 234-7951(1/21)Th76398

01 ELECTRICAL DRAFTER-Sal-
ary:$1,300.00 per month

Contact: EMC2 ELECTRICAL INC. dba
EMCE Consulting Engrs. Tel. 322-
1365(1/21)Th29481

04 (DISHWASHER) KITCHEN
HELPER-Salary:$3.05-3.55 per hour
Contact; PACIFIC MICRONESIA CORP.
dba Dai-lchi Hotel Saipan Tel. 234-
6413(1/21)Th76400
01 TRANSLATOR-Salary:5600.00 per
month

01 MANAGER, OPERATIONS-Sal-
ary:$700.00 per month

Contact: NOCEC SAIPAN, INC. Tel.
256-0925(1/21)Th29478

01 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05-3.55 per
hour

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$3.05-4.25 per hour

Contact: JRS ENTERPRISES CORPO-
RATION dba Electro Hauz Int'l. Tel. 234-
0692(1/21)Th29474

02 BEAUTICIAN-Salary:S3.05 per hour
Contact: ARTHUR'S ENTERPRISES
dba A & M Beauty Salon Tel. 234-
0692(1/21)Th29475

10 ELECTRICIAN-Sajary:$3.05-3.75
per hour

Contact: SPECTRUM ELECTRIC, INC.
Tel. 322-4600(1/21)Th29473

01 PUBLIC (GUEST) RELATION REP-
RESENTATIVE-Salary:5$3.05-8.00 per
hour

02 CASHIER-Salary:53.05-3.85 per
hour

01 FRONT DESK CLERK-Salary:$3.05-
4.50 per hour

02 BELLBOY (BELLHOP)-Sal-
ary:$3.05-5.40 per hour

Contact: SUWASO CORPORATION
dba Coral Ocean Point Resort Club Tel.
234-7000(2/4)Th76596

01 OFFSET PRESS OPERATOR-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.25 per hour

01 BINDERY WORKER-Salary:$3.10
per hour

Contact: ASG CORPORATION dba
Elite Enterprises Tel. 233-2677(2/
4)Th29613

01 COLLECTOR-Salary:$4.00 per hour
Contact: UNITED PACIFIC COLLEC-
TION AGENCY Tel. 235-2000(2/
4)Th76595

&

50

01 (SCUBA DIVING) SPORTS IN-
STRUCTOR-Salary:$2,940.00 per
month

01 MANAGER (MARINE SPORTS/DIV-
ING)-Salary:$2,940.00 per month
Contact: PACIFIC DEVELOPMENT,
INC. Tel. 322-8876(1/21)Th29470

01 RESERVATION CLERK-Sal-
ary:$3.05-5.00 per hour

Contact: SAIPAN KORESCO CORPO-
RATION dba Saipan Koresco Resort
Club Tel. 288-6001(1/21)Th29469

01 MASON-Salary:$3.50 per hour
Contact: FLORES, INC. dba The Shoe
Gallery Tel. 234-6087(1/21)Th29486

01 CLEANER (COMMERCIAL)}-Sal-
ary:$3.50 per hour

Contact: CARLSMITH BALL LAW OF-
FICE Tel. 322-3455(1/21)Th76401

01 MASON-Salary:$3.05-3.25 per hour
01 PLUMBER-Salary:$3.05-3.25 per
hour

Contact: COMMERCIAL TRADING OF
SAIPAN Tel. 234-6089(1/21)Th29484

01 SEWING (SUPERVISOR)-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: JIN APPAREL, INC. Tel. 234-
3252(1/21)Th29483

01 AUTO MECHANIC-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

01 TECHNICIAN AIRCON-Salary:$3.50
per hour

Contact: TOP DEVELOPMENT, INC.
Tel. 235-6075(1/28)Th29533

01 SALES MANAGER-Satary:53.50 per
hour

Contact: LUCKY CORPORATION dba
Lucky Star & Shoe Mart Tel. 235-1998(1/
28)Th29534

02 (SALES CLERK)-Salary:S3.05 per
hour t

Contact: UNIVERSAL GROUP DEVEL-
OPMENT INC. dba import and Export,
Courier Service Tel. 234-2978(1/
28)Th29535

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$3.05-4.15 per hour

01 INTERPRETER-Salary:$3.50-5.80
per hour

Contact: J&S CORPORATION dba
House Rental, Real Estate Agent Tel.
234-3078(1/28)Th29536

01 SALES (SUPERVISOR)-Sal-
ary:$800.00-1,200.00 per month
Contact: TRANSAMERICA CORPORA-
TION Tel. 234-1629(1/28)Th76500

01 MECHANICAL ENGINEER-Sal-
ary:$3.50 per hour
Contact: KINSHIP ENT., INC. Tel. 233-
7871(1/28)Th29538

06 COMMERCIAL CLEANERS-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: SUMIKI MITA dba Environmen-
tal Protection & Cleaning Services Tel.
234-9171(1/28)Th29537

01 SALES CLERK-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: MINGLI CORPORATION Tel.
234-2150(1/28)Th29539

01 CIVIL ENGINEER-Salary:5900.00
per month

Contact: GUERRERO TRADING
CORP. Tel. 322-2112(1/28)Th29540
02 GOLF COURSE (MAINT.) LA-
BORER-Salary:$3.05-3.65 per hour

01 HOUSEKEEPING CLEANER-Sal-
ary:$3.10 per hour

01 CASHIER-Salary:$3.10 per hour

01 MAINTENANCE BUILDING RE-
PAIRER-Salary:33.05 per hour
Contact: KAN PACIFIC SAIPAN, LTD.
Tel. 322-4692(1/28) Th76497

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:51,292.50 .

per month
Contact: SAIPAN INDUSTRIAL GAS,
INC. Tel. 322-5105(1/28)Th29542

01 WAITER-Salary:$3.05-3.40 per hour
02 CASHIER-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.05-5.90
per hour

02 KITCHEN HELPER-Salary:$3.05-
3.65 per hour

01 MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR-Sal-
ary:$3.05-7.10 per hour

01 MAINTENANCE BLDG. REPAIR-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: DIAMOND HOTEL CO., LTD.
dba Saipan Diamond Hotel Tel. 234-
5900(1/28)Th76496

02 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: BIRD ISLAND DEVELOP-
MENT INC. Tel. 235-6888(1/
28)Th29545

30 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

05 PATTERN GARDER CUTTER-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

05 IRONING (PRESSER MACHINE)-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: HSIA-LING H. LIN dba Net
Apparal Company Tel. 235-6888(1/
28)Th29544

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: YOON HO JIN dba Yun's Cor-
poration Tel. 235-8222(1/28)Th29543

01 MAINTENANCE BUILDING RE-
PAIRER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: LUIS P. & MARIA S.
CRISOSTOMO dba APC Company
Limited Tel. 235-5847(2/4)Th29624

01 INSTRUCTOR SPORTS (SCUBA
DIVING)-Salary:$850.00-1,700.00 per
month

Contact: COMMONWEALTH MARINE
LEISURE CORPORATION dba Marine
Sports & Leisure Tel. 234-8434(2/
4)Th29622

31 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

04 CUTTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: EUROTEX (SAIPAN) INC. Tel.
234-5277(2/4)Th76590

01 MANAGER (HEALTH CLUB)-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

01 BEAUTICIAN-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: 1-DEV-INVEST INT'L. INC.
dba Caesar Sauna Tel. 233-8882(2/
4)Th29618

01 AUTOMOBILE PAINTER-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: DENG SHI CORP. Tel. 234-
3628(2/4)Th29617

02 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: SHIP ASHORE INC. dba Ship
Ashore Crow’s Nest Bar Tel. 235-
7116(2/4)Th29619

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: TOUGH BUILDERS Tel. 256-
6762(2/4)Th29620

FOR RENT

-~ New 2-Bedroom Apartment Units
near Coral Ocean Point and Kobler Elem. School
24 hour water, fenced location, air-con in each
bedroom, refrigerator, range, water heater & trash

collection.

235-4341 after 5:30 p.m.

Panasonic KX-P2123, Quiet Printer
Colored, Adaptable $350.00

Transfer case for Jeep Cherokee
rebuilt never used $900.00 0BO.
Call: 322-6980

APARTMENT FOR RENT

* Fully Furnished  * Swimming Pool
%34 hrs, water * Restaurant:

Contact: 233'4378 anytime

01 ELECTRICAL ENGINEER-Sal-
ary:$4.50 per hour

Contact: PACIFIC SECURITY ALARM,
INC. Tel. 234-5626(1/28)Th29541

Classified Ads
- FIRST

CAR FOR SALE

1993 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE
LIMITED 55K, GREEN/GRAY
LEATHER, V8, AT, AC, PREMIUM
SOUND, TOWING PK, ALL POWER,
ALARM, TRIP COMP ETC...

$18,500.00 {Negotiable) Call Song at 287-7778

JOB VACANCY

. (LOCAL HIRE).

(1) Accounting Clerk

with experience,rate staring $3.50
INTERESTED PERSON CAN APPLY AT

TEL. 234-8300/8301

SAIPAN OCEAN VIEW HOTEL. .

WANTED UBGENTIY!
U.S. LICENSED PHARMACIST
SALARY NEGOTIABLE

Send Resume to:
©CC 38 Box 10003, MP 88950

or Caff: 671-848-3002

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Newly Built, 1 and 2 bedroom apartments
Located in Upper Navy Hill, Fully Furnished,
Air Conditioner in each room, 24 hour water,
Al units on second floor, laundry facility

Contact: 322-3607 or page 236-1023 formore information

NULL & VOID

Name: Zeng Jin Dong
(Chinese)

FOR LEASE OR RENT

SEMI-CONCRETE, 4 BEDROOM,

3 BATH, GREAT DINING AREA,
DE LUXE CABINET IN THE KITCHEN,
WALL TO WALL CARPET ALLROOM,

LIVING AND HALLWAY,
LARGE MASTER BEDROOM,
ALL SPLIT A/C UNIT,

24 HOURS WATER. QUIET AND SAFE
LOCATION AT CAPITOL HILL.

MUST SEE TO APPRECIATE.
PLEASE CALL FOR VIEWING.
TEL. NO. 234-8779/7666; 235-162ﬂ

JYA APARTMENT

" CHALAN KANOA

BESIDE W.S. REYES ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
{NEWLY BUILT)

2 BEDROOM 24 HRS. WATER,
FULLY FURNISHED, WATER HEATER,
AIRCONDITIONED, LAUNDRY FACILITIES,
DOOR W/ INTERCOM AND
CABLE TV READY
FOR INQUIRIES CONTACT EVELYN

TEL#235-2811
OST PASSPOR
Name: XIN YUE MEI
DOB: July 02,1963

Passport Expiration
Date: JUNE 06, 2002

“AS OF TODAY 01/1 9/99
THIS PASSPORT.IS -

INVALID .

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, Fully
Airconditioned winice view, laundry
facilities, w/swimming pool, iree utilities.

WANTED-Room-mate
(Semale preferred) for 3 bedroom house,
non smoker

CALL: 322-3685

FOR SALE

1998 Honda CRV
FULLY LOADED e LESS THAN 8,000 MILES
contact Joe Naputi at

322-4321 or 483-4321

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Two-bedroom apartment nice location in |
San Anlonio, close to beach and stores.
Fully furnished and carpeted.

for appointment to see, call 235-0526 8:00
A.M. to 12:00 P.M. serious inquiries only.

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN
MARIANA [SLANDS

Union Bank,

Plaintiff,

v-

Juan L. Evangelista,
Defendant.

Civil Action No. 94-1046

Second Amended
Notice of Sale

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that, pursu-
ant to an Amended Order issued by the Court in
this matter on May 22, 1996, 1 will sell, at pub-
lic auction, to the highest bidder, on the térms
and conditions set forth hereinbelow, all of the -
right, title and interest of Defendant in and to
the following property:

Tract 22845-19 (part of original Tract 22845-
REM, A.H. 31), as more particularly de-
scribed on Drawing/Cadastral Plat No. 2083/
84, the original of which was recorded Au-
gust 2, 1984, as Document No. 84-1398 at
the Office of the Commonwealth Recorder,
Saipan,

Date. Time and Place of Sale, The sale will
be held on Friday, January 29, 1999, at the hour
of 1:00 p.m., at the law offices of White, Pierce,
Mailman & Nutting. Joeten Center, Susupe,
Saipan, Northern Mariana Islands. The sale will
be open to the general public.
Inspection of Property. It is the responsibil-
ity of each bidder to inspect the property. Fail-
ure to inspect the property or any portion thereof
will not constitute ground for any claim, adjust-
ment, or rescission by any buyer.
Warranties and Covenanis, All property listed
for sale in this Notice will be sold in its current
condition, and at its current location. The sale
will be held without any warranties or covenants
whatsoever, whether express or implied, includ-
ing but not limited to warranties of title, mer-
chantability, and/or fitness for any purpose whal-
soever, all of which wamanties and covenants
are hereby expressty disciaimed. Neither the un-
dersigned nor the Plaintiff may give any war-
ranty or covenant, express or implied, with re-
spect to the property listed for sale in this No-
tice. Neither the undersigned nor the Plaintiff
shall be liable for the quality of the property
listed for sale in this Notice, or for any fault or
defect in the description thereof. Buyers shall
not be entitled to rescission, damages, or any
other remedy on account thereof.

Conduct of Sale

a. Reserve, The auction sale may be held
with reserve. The reserve price on any property
offered for sale may or may not be disclosed to
bidders, inthe sole discretion of the undersigned.
b. Rights and duties of auctioneer. Consis-
tent with the laws, customs, and usages of the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands
governing auctions sales, the undersigned shall
have the following rights and duties in conduct-
ing the auction sale: (1) to withdraw the prop-
erty listed for sale in this Natice before salc or
before abid for such property is accepted; (2)to
adjourn the sale without notice at any time be-
fore any specific property is struck off, without
incurring any liability whatsoever thereby: and
(3) to reject, on behalf of the seller, any or all
bids, for any reason.

¢. Bids. Bids may be submitted in advance
for any or alt of the property lisied in this No-
tice. The highest of such bids will automatically
| be considered the opening bid for item. Advance
bids may be submiited only in writing, signed
by the bidder, and delivered to the law offices
of White, Pierce, Mailman & Nutting, Jocten
Center, Susupe, Saipan, Northem Mariana Is-
Jands. The bidder assumes all risk of non-deliv-
ery, late delivery, or mis-delivery of bids. Any
person, including the Plaintiff, may bid in per-
son at the auction sale, whether or not such per-
son has submitted an advance bid.

d. Disputes. The undersigned may resubmil
any property listed in this Notice if a dispute
arises as Lo any bid thereon.

Enforcement of Auction Sale.

a. Deposit, Every successful bidder shall
pay to the undersigned a deposit of ten percent
(10%) of the purchase price immediately after
the sale is consummated. Payment shall be in
cash or by certified check. The balance must be
paid to the Plaintiff, in care of White, Picrce,
Mailmin & Nutting, within three (3) days from
the date of sale. in cash or by certified cheek. If
the balance is not so paid, Plaintiff will retain
the deposit as liquidated damages, and will again
offer the property for sale.

b. Memorandum of Sale, [f requestied by the
undersigned, every successful bidder must sign
Memorandum of Sale, immediately afterthe sale
of any property is struck off at auction. ’
¢. Count Approval Required, Every sale is
subject to approval by the Court. The auction-
cer makes no warranlies or promises with re-
spect to court approval of the sale, including but
not limited to the time in which such approval
may be granted. No delay in the granting of count
approval shall be ground for any claim, adjust-
menl, or rescission by any successful bidder. The
successful bidder will be promptly notified if
and when court approval is granted.

Change of Terms and Conditions, The un-
dersigned and the Plaintiff reserve the right to
change any of the terms hereof by announce-
ment, written or oral, made before the auction
sale or at the commencement thereof, and such
ch:lngc or changes, by virtue of this clause, shall
bg binding on all bidders by constructive no-
tice.

DATE, this ______day of December, 1998:

/$JONN B. JOYNER, Aubetond
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EEK & MEEK® by Howie Schneider

MY MOTHER SAD SHE
FOUUD THE FERFECT

18

NO..SHE WANTS ME

G 1999 by NEA, tnc.

Garfield e by Jim Davis

BAD NEWS,
JON

Ot DANtS 79

NO MATTER HOW MANY TINES |
RUN YOUR BLAZER THROOGH THE
BLENVER [T AUST WON'T MAKE

A D
MILK SHAKE

R 3
AT §30] LA A PR SNA"ON MY 4081 ©

SHE SAID IF SHE TAKES
HIM OER STATE UNES,

hulz

YOU PROMISED YOU'D
HELP ME WITH MY
HOMEWORK EVERY NIGHT FOR
THE REST OF OUR LIVES..

-13

WHEN DID 1
PROMISE THAT 7

*aU] 'B1IBPUAS 8INESL PAlUN 6861 @

CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STELLA WILDER

YOUR BIRTHDAY

THURSDAY, JAN. 21, 1999
Born today, you have a highly
creative, energetic and rather
egotistical personality. Like so
many other Aquarius natives, it
will come as no surprise to you
when you realize that despite
your occasionally combative
nature, the truth is that you are
your worst enemy. You are ca-
pable of gestures of great
warmth, generosity and poetic
beauty, and yet there are times
when you stoop to a kind of
base, coarse behavior that takes
even those who know you best
by surprise. During such times,
you feel as though a complete
stranger has “taken over,” and
that may indeed be the truth!

Your talents are sure to be
clear to everyone when you are
still quite young. However,
you're not the kind to be forced
into doing something before you
feel ready, even though you may
be prepared in practical ways.
You always trust your “gut” in-
stinets.

Also born on this date are:
Placido Domingo, operasinger;
Geena Davis, actress; Hakeem
Olajuwon, basketball player;
Robby Benson, actor; Jack
Nicklaus, golfer; Christian Dior,
designer.

To see what is in store for you
tomorrow, find your birthday
andread the corresponding para-
graph. Let your birthday star be
your daily guide.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 22

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
18) — You can “win the day”

L

without so much as lifting a
finger. All you have to do is
say the right thing to the right
person at the right time.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20) — Don’t let someone who
has “been there” and *“done
that” dampen your enthusiasm
for something that is com-
pletely new to you. Enjoy your-
self!

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
— It may be time for you to
make the first move toward heal-
ing a relationship that has suf-
fered from a lack of contact for
quite a while.

"TAURUS (April20-May 20)
— Now is the time for you to
come to the aid of someone who
has been too timid to ask for it.
Before it’s to0 late, you can do
just the right thing,

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
— It’s essential that you keep
yourself moving right along to-
day, tackling everything that’s
on your schedule in the correct
order. Don’t get distracted.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
— Don’t let familiarity keep
you from using your best man-
ners, particularly when you get
together with friends or loved
ones.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) —
Someone in control may be mak-
ing a decision about you very
soon that will determine where
you go from here. Be sure to
send correct signals.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
— Only a fraction of the day is
likely to mean what you think

it means. The rest is sure to be
a revelation to you in retro-
spect.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
—You’'re likely to meet some-
one today who has the power
to turn your life around, if you
choose to be affected in that
way. Weigh the options.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov.
21) — You can go in either
one of two ways today, and
one is not likely to be any less
richin potential than the other.
You have complete freedom.

SAGITTARIUS (Nev. 22-
Dec. 21) — Someone is wait-
ing for you to get to the finish
line today so that he or she can
learn just how you do things.
Spend some time being the
mentor.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) — You're eagerly
waiting for someone to tell
you that you're on the right
track, when the fact is that
you already know where you
stand.
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by Dick Rogers

MY BOSS ASKED WHY I ONLY
CARRY ONE BOARD AT A TIME
WHEN THE OTLIER WORKERS
CARRY TWO, TO LEARN MY
ANSWER, START READING AT
THE UPPER LEFT CORNER,
READ DOWN, ACROSS AND
UP. I STARTED IT FOR YOU.

ISTETZYKERI
GSHROATATTP
EEYOLOMWOS
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Rodman to hang Jersey
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e the Bulls

finished

1
|

By NANCY ARMOUR
DEERFIELD, Illinois (AP) -
-Trade in that Scottie Pippen
JCI\L\’ put the Air Jordans
back in the closet and ditch
that Dennis Rodman wig that
changes colors. The Chicago
Bulls are going for a new look.
and their names are Bubba
Wells. Martin Muursepp and
Roy Rogers.

With Michael Jordanretired.
the six-time National Basket-
ball Association champions
are taking a cue from the
Florida Marlins and having a
fire sale. Plans A and B are in
the trash. so the Bulls will re-
build with youth. general man-
ager Jerry Krause said Tues-
dayv.

But not before sending the
championship team off with
some nice parting gifts.

“There are many things out
there you guys are hearing.
There are many things thatI'm
hearing. some of which are
true., some of which are not.
But we can’t talk about it at
this time.” Krause said.

“One of the things we felt

very strongly aboutis the con-
tributions that have been given
to this franchise and this city
by the players. We had some
situations develop where we
could help our players, liter-
ally, as they left,” he added.
*As the financial figures are
resolved here and come out,
you'll find there have been
some very nice going-away
presents.”

Rodman will miss out on the
gift-giving, however. The
multihued and tattooed
rebounder told agent Dwight
Manley on Tuesday afternoon
that he’s retiring. despite in-
terest from several teams.
Rodman, who made an appear-
ance as a pro wrestler this sum-
mer. wants to go into sports
and entertainment, Manley
said.

Pippen is the biggest winner
inthe Bulls sweepstakes. Chi-
cago will sign the seven-time
All-Star to a five-year, $67.2
million deal — with an addi-
tional $15 million in incen-
tives — and then ship him to
Houston. The Bulls get Rogers

and a second-round draft pick.

Guard Steve Kerr gets afive-
year, $11 million deal before
heading to San Antonio for
draft picks. And center Luc
Longley will get a five-year,
$30 million package before
being traded to Phoenix for
Mark Bryant, Muursepp and
Wells.

While Chicago might not be
getting much, if anything, in
return this season, the big pay-
off will come next summer.
The Bulls are clearing out so
much room under the salary
cap with their sign-and-trade
deals that they’ll be major
players in the free agent mar-
ket — just in time to make
enticing runs at Kobe Bryant,
Penny Hardaway, Ray Allen
and Grant Hill.

“I don’t think you’ll see a
lot of free agent older players
here. We have a young core
that we like, there are some
guys here we think can be fine
players,” Krause said.

“Hopefully, all the things
we’'ve done will put us in a
good position to be a major

Four-time motorcyc//ng World Champion Max Biaggi of ltaly steers the Ferrari F300 Formu/a 1 car during
his very first lap as a car racer at the Maranello track, Monday. ap

SPG . ..

Continued from page 28

open up their wallets.
“We have to keep pushing en-

velopes, and it was the sports fed-
erations drivingit,” Guzmansaid.
“Everything before then was just
speculation.

Now we have a hard dollar figure
to work with.

“Now, our biggest challenge is
getting the word out to the public.”

Guzman said there are plans for
massive fund-raising efforts, in-
cluding a telethon and other
drives.

Organizers.

Continued from page 28

Beach after the race.

Most troubling, though, isif the
tent is not recovered, the com-
mittee will have to use funds
from the money being saved
to pay for the tent. The money
that was raised is intended to
send the athletes to the South
Pacific Games (SPG).

“The loss of these funds will
hurt our chances to send our
local triathletes to SPG. We
just cannot afford this kind of

loss,"said a very concerned Smith.

On the bright side, accordingto
information received, a witness—
to the incident— had noted see-
ing a vehicle in the vicinity. The
witness further noted unusual ac-
tivity going on in the area where
the tent was located.

According to Smith, the de-
scription and vehicle license plate
number of the “suspect” vehicle
is already known.

The committee has decided to

_ give the perpetrator(s) an opportu-

/. aty to reram the tent or to contact

* Pacific Trading Company, and ad-
vise them of the tents’ location.

A waiting period for the tent’s
return is being extended until
Monday afternoon.

If the tent is not returned by that
deadline, the committee officials
will file a police report and infor-
mation regarding the description
and license plate number of the
vehicle, seen by the witness, will
be turned over to police, said
smith.

*“We hope it does not have to
come to involving the police. A
race event like this is of benefit to
the entire island and should not be
ruined by the actions of a
few,”Smith added.

player in the free agent mar-
ket as we go down the line,
because that’s going to be a
continuing situation.”

Until then, however, it’'s
probably going to be pretty
ugly. With only four players
— Ron Harper, Toni Kukoc,
Randy Brown and Keith Booth
— under contract, new coach
Tim Floyd is already bracing
himself for a rough debut.

“He (Krause) really believes
that maybe taking a step back
a little bit early will allow us
to get to the championship
level quicker than what other
teams have been able to do in
the past. I have to believe in
that,” Floyd said. “You just
hope there’s brighter days
ahead and you hope some of
these guys. that show up for
camp are pretty good players.”

Keeping the team from self-
destructing when it hits its
first big losing skid would be
nice, too. Veteran center Bill
Wennington, one of the few
free agents who expects to
stay in Chicago, said it will
be up to him, Kukoc and
Harper to hold the team to-

" gether.

After three years of win-
ning NBA championships and
having their way with the rest
of the league, Wennington
said this season will be an
adjustment.

“It’s going to be a new be-
ginning for everyone,” he
said.

“It’s going to be a trying
time and we’re going to have
to work together to make sure
the rest of the wheels don’t
fall off.”

out, leaving Terao at 5-5.

Mmatofujx s arm throw, ettempt at the'ring 'cdge and force: him out
for his fifth vuctory agamst five defeats. M'_ natofujiis
‘Hamanoshima grabbed No. 7 macgashlra Terao sbelt cmd.sent hxm’

Komusubi (junior champion second class) Kotomshxkx the wmner;
of the previous tournamentin November, threw down No. 3 muegashira
Akinoshirna in a battle lasting three minutes and 21 seconds. A Sumo.
bout usually lasts five or 10 seconds.

No. 8 macgashira Kyokushuzan, or Mongolian Batbayar Davaa,
threw down No. 15 mde;,ashxrd Dewaarashi forhis fifth v1ctow agamst
f ive defeaw. Dewaaxasln is 1-6 with three absencee : .

IVYBL...

Continued from page 28

extending “goods sportsman-
ship” to the youngsters.

“I’'m really happy there is a
youth basketball league. It
keeps my younger brother busy
and it keeps him off the
streets,”said Evelyn Kani, who
was cheering on the Capitol Hill
Starzz.

The first girl basketball player
inthe IVYBL roster goes to San

Antonio’s Zelda Magofna.
Playing the position of guard,
Magofna is a fine player and
seems at ease on the basketball
court. Her shots are timed and
well placed. She is aggressive
and well disciplined, a basket-
ball fan said.

Tonight’s basketball game is
between the visiting Tanapag
going against the youths from
Oleai, The basketball game
starts at 6:30 p.m, at Oleai bas-
ketball court next to Oleai El-
ementary School.

By CHRIS SHERIDAN

NEW YORK (AP) — Dennis
Rodman, the colorful, pierced and
tattooed seven-time National
Basketball Association rebound-
ing leader, has decided to retire
from basketball, his agent said
Tuesday.

“Hedoesn’t want toplay,” agent
Dwight Manley said. “He wants
to go into the sports and entertain-
ment field. Some people have
convinced him that he wants to
become a movie star.”

Manley said the Chicago Bulls
forward gave him the news late
this afternoon over the telephone.

He is retiring even though sev-
eral teams are interested in him,

Manley said. He declined to be
specific.

“Idon’t think that would be fair
to those teams,” he said.

Rodman won three champion-
ships with the Chicago Bulls in
1996, 1997 and 1998, and two
titles with the Detroit Pistons in
1989 and 1990.

His career was also marked by
outrageous antics, which include:
dating Madonna; flying off to
gamble in Las Vegasseveral times
amonth; marrying actress Carmen
Electra and then seeking an an-
nulment; and dressing in drag at
his book signing.

Rodman also made an appear-
ance as a professional wrestler

over the summer and said he
would like to continue doing that.

“I'm not going to represent him
anymore,” said Manley, who was
obviously miffed athisstarclient’s
decision.

Manley refused to predict
whether Rodman would change his
mind, but said his decision to stop
representing him “is irreversible.”

Rodman’s retirement brings
further drama to the breakup of
the Bulls. '

In the past week, Michael Jor-
danhasretired and Scottie Pippen,
Luc Longley and Steve Kerr have
agreed to sign-and-trade deals
sending them to Houston, Phoe-
nix and San Antonio, respectively

By JOHN MOSSMAN
DENVER (AP) — The Denver
Broncos™ defense is in a rut, and
what a lovely rut it is.

The Broncos have held their two
playoffopponentstoidenticallyane—
mic mshmgtotals—— 14yardson13
carries.

Broncos figure they can start sizing
their second straight Super Bowl
championship rings.

In an AFC divisional playoff
game on Jan, 9, the Broncos shut
down Karim Abdul-Jabbar and the
Miami running attack, forcing Dan
Marino to try to win the game by
himself. Marino was not up to the
task, and Denver romped 38-3.

One more effort like that, and the

Broncos defense looking
to win second Superbowl

In Sunday’s AFC championship
game, Curtis Martin and his New
York Jets teammates were similarly
stuffed. Even though Vinny
Testaverde threw for 356 yards, he
had two passes intercepted and the
Broncos won 23-10.

In the last four games, in fact, the
Broncoshavebeensuperbagainstthe
run, yielding acombined 88 yards on
67 carries for a per-camry average of
only 1.3 yards.

It is the same sort of late-season
surge the defense mounted a year
ago. Denverstruggled against therun
for most of the 1997 regular season
and finished a mediocre 16th in the
National Football League, allowing
112.7 yards per game. They yielded

4.7 yards percarry, the highestever
for a Super Bowl champior, but
tightened their run defense in the
playoffs.

This year, they improved to No.
3, allowing 80.4 yards per game
and 3.6 yards per carry, but have
been even better the last month.

“We have veteran leadership,”
defensiveend Neil Smithsaid Tues-
day, “and I think we just know
whenit’stime totumitonlateinthe
year.”

On Jan. 31, the Broncos will try
toturnitonagaininthe Super Bow}
against Atlanta’s Jamal Anderson,
who finished second in the NFL to
Denver’s Terrell Davis with 1,846 .
yards rushing.

Amer/can Michael Chang h/ts a return dunng h/s center court match aga/nst Mark Phlll/pOUS/s of Australia at
the Australian Open Tennis Championships in Melbourne, Wednesday. ap

Moya out of Australian Open

By ROHAN SULLIVAN

MELBOURNE, Australia
(AP) — French Open champion
Carlos Moya, knocked out in the
first round of the Australian Open
Tuesday by Germany's Nicolas
Kiefer, blamed a virus and plung-
ing confidence for the loss.

The No. 4 seed was out-hit by

_the powerful No.37-ranked

Kiefer, whowon 6-7(7-9), 6-4,7-
6, (8-6), 6-3 in 3 hours, 21 min-
utes.

“He played a lot better than me,
I played really bad,” Moya said.
“I'm not confident at all. It hap-
pens.”

Kiefer, 21, wasaquarterfinalist
at this tournament last year while
Moyawasoutinthe second round.

Moya, 22, recovered from that
setback to beat fellow-Spaniard
Alex Corretja in the French Open
and reach the semifinals at the
U.S. Open.

Moya said his normally attack-
ing game was hampered by a lin-
gering influenza virus which he
picked up as soon as he arrived in
Australia earlier this month.

Rodman, the colorful and controversial seven-time NBA rebounding
leader, has decided to retire from professional basketball, his agent said
Tuesday In the past week, Michael Jordan has retired and Scottie
Pippen, Luc Longley and Steve Kerr have agreed to sign-and-trade
deals sending them to Houston, Phoenix and San Antonio, respectively.

AP

More money may
mean less playing

By DOUG FERGUSON
ORLANDO, Florida (AP) —
Two weeks gone, halfway home to
a million.

A year ago, it took until the third
week of February before anyone
on the PGA Tour climbed past the
$500,000 mark in season earnings.
David Duval was the first, but only
after two top-10 finishes in Cali-
fornia, a tie for 27th at Phoenix,
then a win at Tucson.

Jeff Sluman just spent the first
two weeks of the year in Hawaii
and returned to the mainland with
dirs 531,050, thanks to a tie for
13th in the season-opening
Mercedes Championships and win-
ning the Sony Open in Honolulu
last week.

The good news for the PGA and
its rich new world of golf is this:
Slumanhas not said anything about
taking the rest of the year off.

At least not yet.

Asthe PGA embarksonayearin
which total prize money is up 40
percent to $132 million, one of the
concerns is that more will mean
less — the more money a player
makes, the less he is likely to play.

“It’s conceivable,” Duval said,
“that come the U.S. Open, there
might be a player atdlrs 3.5 million
if you win the right events. That’s
all great. He could say, *I’ll take of f
and see y’all at the Tour Champi-
onship.’

“The problem with that is you're
going to lose some competitive
sharpness. And you might lose it

for a long time.”

Phil Mickelson can attest to that.

A year ago, he won at Pebble
Beach and was runner-up in the
Sprint International and World
Seriestomove from 13thtosecond
on the money list. Mickelson took
the next six weeks off and returned
in style — he missed the cut at Las
Vegas, missed the cut at Disney
and finished 17th outof 30 players
in the Tour Championship.

Commissioner Tim Finchem
expects growing painstocome with
the largest increase in total prize
money since it tripled to about
$450,000 the year after the end of
World War I1.

At the root of the change are the
three World Golf Championships
events, whichaccountforone-third
of the $36 million in new money.
Finchem's hope is that more play-
ers will play more tournaments,
instead of taking corporate money
for private outings or appearance
money overseas.

“This level of prize money al-
lows us to compete more eftec-
tively forthe attention of our play-
ers,” he said. "Our focus is to
have a system whereby the otal
number of tournament starts on
average by the top 30 or top 50
players is as good or better than it
was before.

“I believe that will happen.”

Tiger Woods already has sug-
gested that he may drop a few
tournaments to compensate for the
Match Play Championship in late
February and the Stroke Play
Championship in November,
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Zelda Magofna dr/bbles the bal/ durlng the San Anton/o vs. Cap/to/ H//l
San Antonio won the
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IVYBL action, Tuesday night at Capito! Hill.
ballgame, 39-37.

Organizers asking
for return of tent

By Tony Celis

Variety News Staff
THEY are the youngest orga-
nized basketball league players
on the local sports scene. And
while the Islandwide Village
Youth Basketball League
(IVYBL) individual players
may not be able to dazzle the
fans with stunning basketball
moves, there is something more
special the fans get. The action
is pure and exciting.

During Tuesday night’s bas-
ketball game, San Antonio
edged by Starzz, 39-37 in Tues-
day night’s basketball game at

' SPORTS NOTES -

Tri-Athletes

THE Northern Marianas Islands
Triathlon Federation (NMITF)
is announcing that both male
and female athletes, who are
interested in competing in the
triathloneventat the 1999 South
Pacific Games (SPG), must sub-
mit their names and qualifica-
tions to NMITF team coach,
Stuart Smith by Jan. 30.

The selection process, for indi-
viduals wishing to make the team
will be based on their performance
in the recently concluded Salt &
PepperMan Triathlon, as well as
upcoming Rota Blue Triathlon,
the Tagaman. Otherinternational

Capitol Hill.

The referees are more con-
cerned with making sure the
young players execute proper
basketball techniques, rather
than trying to find every foul
committed. Part of the IVYBL
program is to teach the young
hoopster, basic basketball skills.

“With the proper skills learned
these youngsters should be able
to develop into good basketball
players as they get older,” said
Tony Rogolofoi in an earlier
interview.

That concern spills over into

the basketball court. A forward

player was called twice for
“travelling” on two consecutive
possessions. His teammate was
heard telling him,”plant your
feet, plant your feet”.

While some players may be
competing on the basketball
court for their first time, they
nonetheless appear to be giving
it all they’ve got.

Basketball fans are also very
supportive of the youngsters.
Often times the cheering can be
heard, from across the basket-
ball court, most often the fans
cheer both teams, in hopes of

Continued on page 26

- ByJojo Santo Tomas

Variety News Staff

HAGATNA - “One-hundred
twenty-nine days and counting.

'99.” _

Those concluswe words were
offered by South Pacific Games
Executive -Director Clifford
Guzman following his testi-
mony yesterday in front of sena-
tors.

“TIget goose bumps Justthmk-
ing ‘about it,”

“These Games are gomg tohap-

It’s time for Guam to shme in

Guzman' said. -

SPG Commission offers
a favorable testimony

Clifford Guzman South. Pacific
Games Orgamzmg Commn‘tee

competition, individual results p;an Thf;e s nf:)way we'li du%- - lable
By Tony Celis will also be looked into. plicate; the embarrassment .o ThepncctagfortheGamessnts
Variety News Staff ) ; Interested tri-athletes should fax 1975 nOt lfI Eave vanythlng tO» ‘ at $6 4 mllhon, Wlth fOOd bemg
WHILE the committee of the 1999 Salt & Pepper Triathlon Were | yoir namo and a brief “mithlon | 40 With them.?%: . - thebiggest expense at $2.6 mil-

busy wrapping up last minute details after Sunday’s triathlon race,
not-so-honorable member(s) of society were also busy at “work”.

Stuart Smith, organizer of the triathlon event that took place over
this past weekend, regrettably has informed the Variety thata canopy :
tent, belonging to Pacific Tradmg Co. was taken without by un- :

known person(s}, without permission, from the PauPau Beach area.

Sometime during Sunday night, the tent described as being “large”

with the “Lite Beer” logo affixed to it was stolen.

‘This tent was generously loaned to us by Pacific Trading

Company,’said Smith.

The tent was used for shelter during the athletes party at PauPau

Continued on page 26

TEAM

Ol'Aces 1 1
STS A 1
Hooters 0 2
Flyers 0 3

TEAM w
Brothers 2
Team Lite 2
Stevedore 2
Local Stars 2

Top scorers
NAME TEAM
Lite
Local Stars
Brothers
STS
STS
OlAces
Stevedore
Lite
STS
OlAces
Brothers
Flyers
Stevedore

GP T/PTS. AVE.
78 26.0
72 24.0
46 23.0
44 22.0
43 21.5
43 21.56
64 21.3
59 19.6
38 19.0
37 18.5

18.0
53 17.6
53 17.6

Peter Camacho
George Masga
Edward Diaz
Ranno Reyes
Banjo Basila
Abong Camacho
Dado Vistal
Winsor Peter
Bobeth Deleon
Jason Raphael
Jess Dela Cruz
Dave Sablan
Keith Gardner
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SAIPAN

BANMI league stts

resume” to 322-7117, or mail to
NMITF PPP 361, Saipan 96950.
SEDA

The Saipan Electronic Darts
Association (SEDA), team
captain’s meeting is scheduled
for Sunday, Jan. 24 beginning
at 7 p.m. Rudolpho’s Restau-
rant in Sadog Tasi, has been
selected as site for the meeting.

Team captains are required to
be present at the meeting.
League officers will hand out

~ the team captain’s folders, and
discuss the play schedules, and’

also collect sponsor and player
fees.

The league will start on Mon-
day, Jan. 25.

If you have any questions
please contact Gary Weakley at
telephone 233-4397 or page him
at 236-5090.

SPORTS CALENDAR

Thursday, Jan. 21

Youth Volleyball

5 p.m. Zenith vs. Hornets

5p.m. Aschoscho vs. GCA Eagles
(Ada Gym)

IVYBL

6:30 p.m. Tanapag vs. Oleai
(Oleai basketball court)

four months away.

beenmuch accomplished, there
is much more to be done, and it
will take the support of the en-
tire-community.

Additionally, the Games or-
ganizersare trying to spread the
confidence ' they share with a.
message - the retumns to our is-

The SPG comrmssnon along o
with Guam National Olympic -
CommntteepresxdentRxckBlas, NS
_presented astatusupdate to leg~ S
islators asthe Games loom jl.lSt' L

- ing. Media coverage. alone will
They established, conclu- ~ * result'in $5 million i in benefits

sively, that although there has

Tion. Otherexpensesmcludeven—
. ues, sports equ1pment, the Ath-

letes Village,: secunty, ceremo-

'nies and markefing. -

s

land and its people are incalcu-

. The returns are _]ust as promxs-

Guzman said.

Guzman said the bxggest hundle
overcome in the last month was
establishing what exactly the indi-
vidualsports federations needed.

Since then, it's become easier

. toestablish the Games schedule
- and planning becomes easier.

* Now, it's time for Guam to
- Continued on page 26

Club.

during the afternoon.

" 65 net score.

FilTaga January ‘A

THE FilTaga Golfers Association recently yheidlts A
Month tournament for on Sunday Jan. 17 at the Mananas Country

Rey Ferraz edged Harry Kang for the coveted Ace txtle for
January. Despite strong winds and rain thati mtermxttently prevaﬂed

With identical 18 handlcaps both Ferraz and Kang, finished with
a gross score of 82, netting them a low 64.

Ferraz was declared the winner after a “‘countback” of the indi-
vidual scores from the 18th hole showed hlm witha parat the 16th
hole, while Kang bogied the 16th. ‘

Third place went to Reggle Ferrez who shot agross 91 and a low .
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