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In The Old Days It Was Self Abuse. Now It’s Game Boy.
A study of 10.0(1)) workers at four Japanese companies, average age 43
years, claimed a ink was found in the development of glaucoma in heavy
computer users. The researchers reporting in the Journal of Epidemiology
and Community Flealth found the risk to be particularl strong in myopic
males. The report noted that a third of the workers were found to he glau
coma suspects. While glaucoma is typically found in the elderly population.
these workers were young. healthy males spending a lot of time staring at
a video display screen.

Sometimes Even A Blind Pig Finds A Truffle.
It seen-is an unlikely source for a creative idea. hut the Department of
Health and Human Sers ices (DHHS ) has instituted a pilot program called
“early offers” for malpractice complaints in federatE funded commtinit
health centers and also in the Indian Health Sen ice. When a person has
stiffered an injury and tiles a malpractice complaint. HI-IS will in estigate.
If it is found that the patient deserves a monetary settlement, the patient
will be sent a letter explaining the program, and gi\en 90 days to submit
an offer to a third party administrator. HHS also has 90 days to pros ide a
settlement offer. If the dollar amounts match or if the patient expects less
than offered, the case is settled. If there is no agreement. the patient can
proceed with a law suit as if nothing had transpired. Wow! Here is a plan
with no lawyers. no court costs, no depositions, no prolonged delays, and
just a simple. rapid disposition of a potentially thorny problem. Summarily,
the entire award goes directly to the patient. The trial lawyers club is stire
to mount a campaign to kill this plan.

The Purest Form Of Charity Is Not Tax Deductible.
You can donate cash. a car or some other valuable to your church or favorite
charity and get a deduction on your income tax. Btit suppose instead you
give a precious body pan sLich as a kidney to a sibling, or other family
member, or a friend, or even a stranger who needs an organ for survival.
To date, there is no federal tax deduction for organ donations, Two states.
Wisconsin and Georgia, allow deductions for lost wages, travel and lodging
expense up to $10,000 for those who generously serve up a body part for
transplant. According to the United Network for Organ Sharing, 17 people
die each day for lack of a vital organ. and 87J)Of) are waiting and hoping
for organ transplants. In 1993. I fi(% of transplants came from Ike (lonors.
but that number had increased to 274 in 2003. Bio—ethics experts question
the tise of the tax code to encourage such donations, since that would give
state imprimatur to the action Would that be so bad?. No (-inc suggests
that donors should receive pa ment. but surely sotne mechanism can he
devised to reward such altruism.

Why Is Grandma Throwing Up?
The Centerfor DiseaseControl and Prevention (CDC) putout some interest
ing statistics on reproduction inAinerican women. lewerwomen underage
thirty are giving birth, while deliveries in ages 30 and beyond are increasing.
Teen birth rates fell 39 in 2003. marking a trend that has continued for 12
consecutive years. On the opp site end of the reproductive spectrum, the
delivery rate for women 40 to 45 increased 5% Meanwhile, the caesarian
section rate is grossing by- big numbers. Nine years ago. I 8% of delis cries
were by caesarman. hut in the intersening years it has increased half again to
27.6% in 2003. ‘l’he precise reason for the increase is not knosvn. but specu
lation centers arotind older svomnen giving birth. and phsicians’ concerns
about time risk of aginal delivery . Moreover. VBAC ) aginai delivery after
c-section cnplicatiutis have resulted in some huge malpractice assai’ds.
a factor which always lingers in the obstetrician’s mind.

Everything Has A Limit, Except The Attorney’s Bounty.
Skeptics who doubt the value of a $250.000 cap on non-economic dam
ages in controlling malpractice premiums can look to Texas. The ‘l’exas
Medical Liability Trust, aphysician-osvned company formed in 1979ss hich
provides policies br more than hall of Texas phy sicians. cut premiums
by 12% after oters passed a constitutional amendment patterned after
California’s MICRA statute. \o\\ they- have p’’’ ted a further reduc
tion of 5% beginning in January 2005. If the Senate of the United States
wilt pass a similar bill, that ugly malpractmce cloud von ‘i disappear. but it

ss ill be far less ominous, and it ss ould move the issue off state Icemsiative
agendas. Then our local law makers can get on to oher important tImings.
such as finding a parking place in Honolulu.

Try To Keep Your Road Kill Under Ten Pounds.
On an os erall basis for mu tor vehicle deaths, the numberof motorists killed
by- collision with animals is minuscule. Still, the statistics are interesting.
because the number increased by- 27% for 2003 over the pm’evious year.
What is strange is the propensity for motorcy dc death”. While the total
number of fatalities ss as 201 . 60 (30% ) of those were motorcy dc deaths.
far out of proportion for the number of bikers on the road. The ratio is 41
car-truck registrations foreach motorcycle. Too thirds of the bikerfatalities
were not wearing helmets, and of the auto deaths. 60% svere not wearing
seat belts. For autos and light trucks, the main risk svas not in striking the
animal (usually a deer). hut ii loss of control and rolling over, or striking an
object off the road, In 14 cases, death occurred because a deer struck by a
car. crashed through the ss indshield of a car going the opposite direction.

The Drug Advertising People Are In Need Of Brain Dialysis.
Another thing that was better done m time those golden halcyon days gone
by-. was drug marketing. Fifteen years ago. pharmaceutical companies
depended almost entirely upon a staff of representatis es to call on doctors
to market their prodticts. In 1989 the pharmaceutical lobby Ists pressured
the Food and Drug Administration to loosen the requirement for a “brief
summary” of indications, side effects, effectiveness, etc. Subsequently.
direct-to-consumer (DTC) advertising took off exponentially. In 1989,
drug prodticers spent $12 million on DTC, hut by 2001 the figure had grown
to 52.38 billion. Now when an ad appears on television, it is difficult to
know if the mini-drama is selling beer, perfume. a cruise or sex. Plizerwas
warned to discontinue a Viagra add showing a balding man accompanied
by- an attractive woman, advising that the drtig would bring hack that “wild
thing” which they both remember. The scene never tells explicitly sshat
the drug is supposed to do. but there can hardly be any- doubt. Of course.
the last line is alsvays. “ask your docto It’s easy to despise the drug
marketers in this new millennium.

They Are Empowered By The Department Of Homeland
Stupidity.
While conducting a classroom search for a missing item at Holme Elemen
tary School in Philadelphia. a ten year old girl was found to have a pair of
scissors in her book bag. School officials acknowledged that she had not
threatened anyone, but called the police, claiming a violation of state law
for “weapons on campus. TI-ic girl o as removed from class. handcuffed(
and taken to the police station where she was released svithout being charged
with a crime. The child ss as frightened and cried profusel. SI-ic also noted
that scissors are routinely used iii classrooms. Still. the moron school of—
ticials suspended her for 5 days while awaiting a hearing.

What A Deal! A Trip To Disneyland And Botox For Your
Wrinkles.
Two ambulatory surgery centers in southern California are under federal
indictment for fraud. These creative people are accused of targeting people
with generous insurance plans and flying them to California. They provide
hotels. travel expense. and a cut of the proceeds for heavily os erpriced and
unnecessary procedures such as ssveat gland removal, pain management.
adult circumcision and colonoscopy-. Patients also tref’ienti get a cosmetic
procedure as a bonus. Additional participants in the scam are recruiters
and ph sicians.

ADDENDA
•:• Pirates believed that wearing an ear ring ii a pierced ear mnwros ed
their eyesight.
+ 944 of physicians between the ages of 00 to 64 hire a tax pro to do
their annual IRS return.
+ The skin you peel after a bad sunburn is called blype.
•: A hungry fly came into the bar and settled down next to an attractive
woman. “ Hey, lady. I like that stool you’re sitting on.”

Aloha and keep the faith —rtsS
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