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f Skitch Henderson — make t san unbeatable combination.
1997; Saturday, September 27, 1997 :

Guest Conductor

Skitch Henderson

Ol' Blue Eyes is back... The great song stylist himself says bravo to
Jimmy Borges lending his very own arrangements to him for this exciting evening.

Friday, October 24, 1997; Saturday October 25, 1997

Matt Catingub, Guest Conductor
Jimmy Borges, Vocalist
Shari Lynn, Vocalist

Gabe Baltazar, Saxophone

Dave Brubeck

Singer and entertainer extraordinaire, Bernadette Peters illuminates
the stage with a presence that is unmistakably Broadway's best.

Friday, November 14, 1997; Saturday, November 15, 1997

Stuart Chafetz, Conducting
Bernadette Peters, Vocalist

This season we add more great Christmas favorites from
The Brothers Cazimero and the Kamehameha Schools Glee Club -
including a visit from Santa himself with the Honolulu Boy Choir!

Friday, December 12, 1997; Saturday, December 13, 1997

Aaron Mahi, Guest Conductor

The Brothers Cazimero, Vocalists

Kamehameha Schools Glee Club, Richard Larsen, Director
Honolulu Boy Choir

Bernadette Peters

 best seats!

A living jazz legend — joined by his sons and conductor Russell Gloyd

Call 5 38;—!886 for an entire evening of the very best of Dave Brubeck. .

Friday, January 16, 1998; Saturday, January 17, 1998 Doc Severinsen

Russell Gloyd, Guest Conductor
Dave Brubeck, Piano

6 Friday OR
Saturday Evenings

7:30 p.m.

He'll have you dancing in the isles — Doc and his trumpet are a

call to celebration, You'll “Sing, Sing, Sing” and be “In the Mood.” 1

: . o at Neal Blaisdell
Friday, April 24, 1998; Saturday, April 25, 1998
Doc Severinsen, Guest Conductor/Trumpet Concert Hall

Call 538-8863 Today!

Please Note: Programs, artists and dates are subject to change.
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Good job
Alison Frank’s article on “The Job
Jungle” (HW, 8/27) should be an eye-
opener for anyone who sits around
and waits for the “perfect” job to
come knocking at her door. I think
most of your readers will admit most
good things don’t come easily. If at
first you don’t succeed, try, try and
try again. If all else fails, start your
own company like I did!
Mahalo for putting together a great
publication.
Robert Chadwick
President, Rentals [llustrated

Rules of the road

Mabhalo for the coverage of bike-
related matters in your “The Wheel
Deal” issue (HW, 9/3). We appreci-
ate the publicity your three articles
provided to the Century Ride, the
Hawai ‘i Bicycling League and the
ongoing Bike Planning process,
which should greatly improve
Honolulu by giving us a sounder and
more environmentally friendly trans-
portation system.

We have a few comments to add.
Contrary to Eve Yeung’s article,
“Blazing New Trails,” the Bike
Federation of America consultants
(and several enthusiastic Bicycling
League guides) put in many miles of
cycling during their visit, studying
our road grid from Aiea to East O‘ahu
from the vantage point of the saddle.
They used autos when they had to
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because of their frantic pace.
Characterizing them as car-bound is
highly inaccurate.

Secondly, it is important to char-
acterize separately the kinds of
improvements that will make
Honolulu more bike-friendly. The
nature of the improvements will vary
with that of the preexisting infras-
tructure; while some may require
more asphalt, all require careful think-
ing and creativity.

Widening roads is not always
equivalent to creating bike-friendly
roads, and a bike plan need not con-
flict with community values.
Returning roadways (spiritually) to
communities, calming traffic and
enforcing speed limits, even on nar-
rower roads, creates an environment
safer for all users, including cyclists.

Widening or adding shoulders
where it is practical and affordable,
and where a political consensus is
built, makes roads safer if these other
tenets are remembered. Building sep-
arated-grade “bike paths” in con-
gested urban areas is not only
expensive, given our high real estate
values, but is poorly advised, unless
they can be built without creating
multitudes of dangerous bike-car
intersections.

Recent events have demonstrated
that our roads are becoming increas-
ingly dangerous and lawless. Hawai ‘i
will promote cycling not only by
building good roads, but by educat-
ing us all to share out roads, encour-
aging us to act in the aloha spirit, and
remembering that our roads are not
a no-man’s land that connect desti-
nations, but the entraces to our homes
and communities.

With a respect for the law and a
spirit of aloha, we will make road-
ways safer for ourselves and our chil-
dren, regardless of choice of
transportation.

Khalil J. Spencer, director,
Hawai ‘i Bicycling League

John B. Kelly, president,
Hawai ‘i Bicycling League

Editor’s note: There were other
inaccuracies in “Blazing New
Trails,” including the misspelling of
Bill Wilkinson's name. Wilkinson is
the executive director of the Bike
Federation of America. Michael
Madeiros is the state’s bike-programs
coordinator; Chris Sayers is the cor-
responding figure for the city.
Additionally, there is indeed a ded-
icated fund for biking programs; it
is the City Bike Registration Fund.

Estate mess

The imbroglio over alleged mis-
use of Bishop Estate funds that should
be going to the students of the
Kamehameha Schools and the kana-
ka maoli (Hawaiians) is symptomat-
ic of what’s wrong in Hawai‘i in
general.

I am not a kanaka maoli, but
nonetheless, it pains me to see how
the revenues generated by the Bishop
Estate are being misused. The trustees
involved must step down forthwith,
and their interim replacements must
come from the ranks of the kanaka
maoli, and not from those appoint-
ed by the Hawai‘i Supreme Court,
whose members are appointed by the
Hawai‘i governor, whose immedi-
ate predecessor had designs on a
trusteeship after his eight years as
governor ended in 1994.

Further, the Supreme Court men-
tioned by Princess Pauahi in her will
was the Supreme Court of the Nation
of Hawai‘i, not those courts of the
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subservient state and, before 1959,
the equally subservient territory run
by minions of the imperial U.S. gov-
ernment, whether Republican or
Democrat.

The kanaka maoli must appoint
the trustees, who themselves must
be kanaka maoli dedicated to the stu-
dents of the Kamehameha Schools.
The exorbitant fees ($800,000-plus)
paid Bishop Estate trustees must
cease, and the moneys used for kana-
ka maoli education, not investments
overseas.

J.J. Kaufmann

We at Honolulu Cellular are
pleased to be ranked as the top cel-
lular service in your Best of Honolulu
1997 issue. At the same time, we’re
in a unique position as well: You see,
the company you ranked as number
three, HCTC, is the abbreviated name
for Honolulu Cellular Telephone
Company.

By the way, how did our other
name, HonCell, rate?

Gil Mendelson
Acting General Manager

Correction

In the editing process, a mislead-
ing sentence was included in “Food
and Loathing,” a Mauka to Makai
feature on the University of Hawai ‘i
food-service program (HW, 9/10).
The sentence in question read,
“Marriott avoids paying commission
on its sales.” In fact, Marriott does
pay a commission on sales, although
this is 12 percent less than agreed to
in its initial contract with the
University of Hawai‘i. The author
suggests the sentence should have
read, “By charging a S percent admin-
istrative fee and a 5 percent man-
agement fee (totaling over $1

million), Marriott justifies a contin-
uing cycle of increasing prices and
decreasing hours of operation.”

On the cover

Our “The Arts Of Fall”’photos
depict the Honolulu Symphony,
Tap Dogs, Christian Boltanski’s
“Monument” from Crossings and
The Operation from the Hawai ‘i
Underground Film Festival.

Letters are welcomed. Write to:
Letters to the Editor, Honolulu
Weekly, 1200 College Walk, Suite
214, Honolulu, HI 96817, or
connect via our Web page at
honoluluweekly.com. E-mail to
editorial @ honoluluweekly.com.

Health and

Happiness
are your

Birthright

To lessen obstructions
and promote wellness

Linda Moore
251-6331

'Almost New
Record Sale |

Records, CDs, cassettes,
videos & more!

Fri,, Oct. 3, 5 p.m.-9 p.m.
Sat, Oct. 4, 9a.m.-6 p.m.
Sun,, Oct. 5,9 am.-1 p.m.

Ward Warehouse
2nd Floor

$3 contribution includes 2 free records
(collectables & silent auction
items not included.)

VVVVVVVVVVVVVVYVYY
Sponsored by
Victoria Ward Limited and
WDI Warehouse, Delivery
& Installation Services
as a benefit for:

Call 955-8821

KHPR 88.1FM KIFO 1380AM
KIPO 89.3FM KKUA 90.7FM
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FREEconsultation. Call Hannah, state licensed practitioner— 8555580
Gift certificates available®1400 Kapiolani Blvd., Suite B36

| Your
Body Is
You

Understand & Release
chronic body tensions from childhood
FEEL MORE: ENERGETIC, EMOTIONAL,

ouglas Cooper, M.D.
Bioenergetic/Reichian Psychiatry

Chi Kung/Vitamins/Herbs/Adaptogens Q/UE\&L\S(%EJS'GP
Grounding/Breathing Exercises INDIVIDUAL SESSIONS
Kahala = 4614 Kilauea Ave. #201 INSURANCE ACCEPTED

735-0264

Psychiatry of growth for healthy people.

JEFFCHANG POTTERY
& Fine Crafts Shop

ON A MISSION OR JUST BROWSING?
Stop by to enjoy the newest arrivals and our relaxed
hospitality. Choose a finely crafted gift from the works of
more than 100 artisans, a unique piece to enhance your home
or add to your prized collection. Browsing or mission
accomplished, we’d love to see you. Prices from $3 to $585.

Gift Boxes Available
235-2808

45-781B Kamehameha Hwy.
Enter Parking Lot At lan Mattoch'’s Office
Open Monday-Sunday 9am—7pm

Discover a Very Special Shop

1997-98 Season

Join Honolulu Theatre for Youth
for a toe tapping, wild ride through 2 Dr. Seuss Classics

Gresn  Gertrude

S ™ MdF
alglgg cFuzz

Ham

by Dr. Seuss
sef to music by Rob Kapilow

director Mark Lutwak
music director Lina Jeong Doo

Recommended for age 3 and up

©™ D1 Souss Enorprses, LP. 1997
Al Rghts Resened

“Do you like green eggs and ham?”

Could there be any more famous words in children’s
literature? HTY presents the Hawaii Premiere of two Dr.
Seuss classics set to a whimsical musical score
featuring jazz, pop, opera and soul.

October 18 & 25, 4:30 & 7:30 p.m.
Richardson Theatre, Ft. Shafter

Tickets: $10 adults, $7.50 students (high school/college)
$5 youth (3-12) and seniors over 60.

For Information and Tickets Call HTY at 839-9885

Y

Undierwning Suppor Provicied by ’Bml-fo;gudalﬂm T T
r oue. Foundation

Visit our Web Site at http://alaike.lcc.hawaii.edu/openstudio/hty
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A national trust joins local communities to set aside open space.

Leveraging

The

CURT SANBURN

n the business of land conserva-
tion, as in most real-estate deals,
the big score requires the big risk.
Scoring big-time means betting
big-time.

Last January, word got out that the
owner of a spectacular 1,500-acre
ahupua‘a parcel in East Maui, near
Hana, was going to start logging a
magnificent koa forest. The narrow
strip of land, adjoining the cloud
forests of Haleakala Volcanoes
National Park, had been up for sale
for years. Its estimated value: up to
$25 million.

That’s when Scott Parker stepped
in. He acted quickly, offering the
owners $1.5 million in cash to option
the property. The owner took the
cash, halted his logging plans and
gave Parker two years to negotiate
and make good on an as-yet-unset-
tled purchase price.

Parker is the 39-year-old director
of the Hawaiian Islands Program for
the San Francisco-based Trust for
Public Land. His cash kept the win-
dow of opportunity open, so that the
federal government has time to look
for money to buy the land and add it
to the national park.

Parks managers and Congress-
woman Patsy Mink, among others,
are now pushing Congress to make
the purchase. They have until January
1999.

If funds are found, the Trust for
Public Land will use its own lever-
aged cash to buy the land from the
landowner, then turn around and, for

Land fron
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the identical price, transfer title to
the feds. TPL, a nonprofit, makes no
money in the deal.

On the other hand, if congressional
budgeteers refuse to fund the pur-
chase, and Parker and TPL find no
other deep pockets within the 24
months, they’ll be out the $1.5 mil-
lion with nothing to show for it —
except more koa picture frames.

“Yes, it’s arisk,” Parker says, “but
that’s what we do. ... Time was of
the essence.”

With 200 staffers in 20 regional
offices nationwide, the nonprofit trust
works as a sort-of conservation mid-
dleman, offering its technical and
financial expertise as well as its access
to cash to sellers and clients — the
private and public groups who want
to protect lands for public use. To
date, TPL claims to have protected
close to a million acres of land worth
$1 billion in 44 states and Canada.

“Even though [TPL staffers] walk
around acting real ‘green,’ they’re
actually business people,” a Mainland
rancher told CBS News, after he sold
his 6,000-acre ranch to TPL for $2
million to prevent it from becoming
a subdivision or trailer park. TPL
turned around and sold it for the same
price to the state of Washington for
inclusion in the Columbia River
Gorge National Recreation Area.

n recent years, the Trust for Public
Land, working out of its San
Francisco headquarters, has played
a key role in several land-trans-
fers in Hawai‘i. The first effort,
in 1979, resulted in the absorption
of 268 acres at Kalapana into the

Singly active p, ol

ry. TPL js

e throughout Hawaijj,

Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park.
In 1988, TPL successfully transferred
138 acres of critical wildlife habitat
from private ownership to the Kilauea
National Wildlife Refuge at Kilauea
Point on Kaua‘i.

In March 1996, the Waiahole/
Waikane community in windward
O‘ahu celebrated the dramatic expan-
sion of Waiahole Beach Park with a
big-time lu‘au. The park had grown
by 77 acres, including nearly two
miles of scenic Kane‘ohe Bay
frontage. The deal, orchestrated by
TPL’s Parker, acting as intermedi-
ary between the Marks estate and the
City and County of Honolulu,
involved up to $4.8 million in fed-
eral highway-enhancement funds,
known as ISTEA funds. (On Sept.
11, City Councilman Steve Holmes
announced that the landowner and
city had agreed to a purchase price
of $4.7 million.)

“TPL people don’t think of them-
selves as people but as tools,” claims
veteran Waiahole community lead-
er John Reppun. “And if we, the com-
munity, know how to use them to
help us, we can be very effective.”

TPL has also optioned a big chunk
of Waihe ‘e Marsh in Kahalu‘u, to
transfer it to the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service for incorporation
into the O‘ahu National Wildlife
Refuge complex.

At Ha‘ena on Kaua‘i, Parker/TPL
is in the middle of a private fund-
raising drive, after securing the option,
to purchase two acres of old Hawaiian
lo‘i from landowner Polly Moore for
expansion of the National Tropical
Botanical Garden at Limahuli.



“It’s been a very busy couple of
years for us,” Parker says.

So busy, in fact, that Parker says
he’s looking to hire a full-time staffer
to run the soon-to-be-opened
Honolulu field office of TPL.

As prelude to TPL’s arrival in
Hawai‘i, the Trust hired Honolulu
consultants John and Maile Bay to
conduct an assessment of the state’s
needs for land conservation and open
space.

Eight workshops were held around
the state in April and May of this year.
Questionnaires were sent out to 400
individuals, agencies and organiza-
tions. Everyone was asked to rank
conservation concerns and needs.

The just-released draft report of
the Hawai ‘i Community Assessment
Project boasts a comprehensive list
of the state’s 224 most important con-
servation sites, as nominated by the
respondents, along with notations
listing current threats to many of
them.

The authors conclude that Hawai ‘i
is at a critical crossroads for ener-
getic conservation efforts because
“land is available at historically low
prices.” They hold that “bits and
pieces” of land are not worthwhile
targets for conservation, whereas
going after whole and/or intact
ecosystems and land sections (as in
ahupua‘a sections) is worthwhile.

TPL’s analysts have also concluded
that a few high-profile, successfully
completed conservation projects by
the community will add momentum
to conservation efforts at other sites,
acknowledging that there is an inher-
ent suspicion of land trusts in Hawai‘i.
Armed with that knowledge, they
recommend that Native Hawaiian
rights and perspectives be given great
significance in all land-conservation
work.

Parker notes that those who par-
ticipated in the study had some con-
sistent concerns: water conflicts;
transitional land-use issues now that
the plantations have disappeared;
preservation of cultural sites; ongo-
ing stewardship questions.

With government’s role in land
stewardship shrinking, the opportu-
nities are multiplying for public/pri-
vate partnerships, Parker says. He’s
encouraged by the initiative shown
by community groups concerned
about the fate of critical open space.
He cites the Kaua‘i Public Land Trust
and ad-hoc groups like the Ka Iwi
Action Council as examples of effec-
tive “land huis.”

“We're seeing a shift,” Parker says.
“Citizens are stepping forward,
becoming the stewards of their land.”

Parker, ever the businessman,
stresses that TPL doesn’t get involved
in politically heated zoning battles;
it only engages in projects where the
landowner is a willing seller — will-
ing to discuss protections for the land,
some with definite tax advantages,
including outright sale, transferring
ownership to a third party, conser-
vation easements, transfer of devel-
opment rights, zoning changes and
restrictive covenants.

Echoing John Reppun’s remark
about TPL people being “tools,”
Parker says his role is as a “transac-
tional person” who brings his prob-
lem-solving experience to the table
to try to meet, he says, “disparate
parties” needs, hopes and goals, then
bring them all together in one pack-
age deal.” [ |

For more information about the
Trust for Public Land, or to receive
a copy of TPL’s Hawai ‘i Community
Assessment Project report, call Mary
Menees, TPL Regional Public Affairs
Coordinator in San Francisco, at
(415) 495-5660.

ROLFING®

HAWAII Rolfing Works To0:

* Improve Physical Performance
* Enhance Professional Image
* Improve Self-Image

* Relieve Posture Related Pain

* Release Tension and Holding Patterns

* Enhance Range of Motion and Flexibility
®

; Sally Klemm
ll Rolf Institute Faculy Member i
Craniosacral Therapy
Lic* MAT 1746
Misha Noonan
Certified Rolfer®
Migraine "Off-Switch"®
Reiki Master Teacher
“Lic* MAT 4400

Your Ticker 1o Improved Health...

752-4828

Bye Bye,

Hana Buttah Days
October 4 - 19

A revival of the sold-out 1990
production that looks at
growing up "local-style."
$10 Regular, $8 Discount,
$3 UHM students.

Tickets on sale now

at the Kennedy Theatre Box
Office and UHM Campus
Center (no service charge) or
at any Connection Outlet --
call 545-4000 (service
charges will apply).

Call 956-7655 for information!

The State Foundation
On Culture And The Arts
Invites You To..:

W 2 8 W 3 1L d 3 s

“COLLECTIVE VISIONS”

30th Anniversary Exhibition
of the Art in Public Places

Through October 12
Honolulu Academy of Arts

(Free admission with Hawaii or military photo ID)

Free Contemporary Arts Performances
Central Court, Honolulu Academy of Arts

September 28, 1997

2:00 - 2:45 p.m. Chamber Music Hawaii
Galliard String Quartet

3:00 - 3:45 p.m. Hawaii Gagaku Kenkyukai

4 3. a o 1L 5 0

Many more activities are scheduled. Call 5632-8700.

Celebrate the Arts public activities are funded by the Works of Art Special Fund and by the National Endowment for the Arts.
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Quality Furniture at Warelouse Prices

Hours
Mon.-Sat. ........ 10-6
SUN 2 ernts 11-5
MC, VISA, AX, DC accepted

98-023 Hekaha St.. Unit 6

Behind Cutter Ford in Aiea Ph 487-7295

Mars & Venus Workshops of Hawaii

-—-as seen on the ABC Barbara Walters Special!

Oct 11, 10am-6pm
Japanese Cultural Center
2454 S. Beretania
Suzanne and Ron Stover, Frank Rogers
Certified facilitators

Mars And Venus Counseling Center
Dr. Mitzi Gold, PhD, LSW, MPH
Licensed and trained by John Gray

Call 737-MARS

Please send

clips (if possible),

over letter and résumé to:

Managing Editor, Honolulu Weekly,
Ilege Walk Suite 214, Honolulu, HI 96817

About Women's Wellness
and Well-Being

Join in an arm-chair discussion presented by
The Honolulu Medical Group, in support of
Women’s Health Month.

Saturday, September 27th
2:00 to 4:00 p.m.
at Barnes and Noble Bookstore, Kahala Mall

Come in, get a cup of coffee (on the house), pull up a
chair and talk to the experts about staying well and
looking healthy:.

2:00 1O 3:00 P.M.
THE LATEST TECHNIQUES IN PLASTIC SURGERY

Victor Hay-Roe, M.D.
Plastic Surgery

3:00 10 4:00 P.M.
A WOMAN’S JOURNEY;
FROM MATERNITY TO MEENOPAUSE

Amy Ebisutani, M.D.
Pediatrics

Melanie Lee, M.D.
Internal Medicine

Lolita Navarro, M.D.
Ob-Gyn

THE
HONOLULU
MEDICAL
GROUP, INC.

s

The Best of Health
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Counciling the feds

After enjoying Pacific-wide atten-
tion for its unanimous vote for a res-
olution opposing nuclear waste
storage in the Marshalls, the Honolulu
City Council will consider another
resolution, this time challenging the
Army’s request for an extension for
its permit to burn poison gas at
Johnston Atoll.

The Army was to finish incinerat-
ing 6 percent of the U.S. chemical
weapons arsenal at Johnston, 713
miles south of Hawai‘i, in 1995. But
after the Johnston Atoll Chemical
Agents Disposal System — JACADS
— was marred by “accidents, fires,
explosions and releases of danger-
ous nerve agents,” as well as
Hurricane John, as Resolution 97-
286 notes, the Army failed to com-
plete its work. Councilman Andy
Mirikitani, author of the resolution,
has asked the Environmental
Protection Agency to deny the Army
a permit extension.

The resolution is far more strong-
ly worded than the Fiji-based Pacific
Concerns Resources Center’s com-
ment to EPA, endorsing a five-year
permit extension. PCRC and Hawai‘i
JACADS critics join, however, in
the fear that the longer JACADS
exists, the stronger the temptation
for “continued shipping of hazardous
materials” to Johnston — despite fed-
eral promises that no further weapons
will be sent there.

The vote is tentatively scheduled
for Oct. 8, just under the wire for
EPA’s review period, which has been
extended to Oct. 31. If passed, the
City Council resolution will be trans-
mitted to Congressional leaders, the
President, and EPA. To send com-
ments on JACADS, contact Vern
Christianson, U.S. EPA, Region IX,
75 Hawthorne Street, San Francisco,
CA 94105.

Fee fighter

Rejected in his bid for a fee waiv-
er, One Archer Lane developer Jack
Mpyers said he plans an “aggressive”
campaign to evade paying $2.13 mil-
lion to the state’s affordable housing
fund.

Before April 9, 1997, developers
were required to pay fees to or pro-
vide affordable units to the state’s
affordable housing fund (“Builder’s
bargain,” HW, 7/2). But on April 9,
the Hawai‘i Community Develop-
ment Authority approved a measure
that abolishes the fee for developers
of housing who request permits over
the next year. Developers who
received permits before this ruling
may also qualify for a waiver of the
affordable housing fee, provided that
they have not yet received a certifi-
cate of occupancy.

Enter Jack Myers of Myers Corp.,
who had been assessed the fees when
he got approvals for the $82.5 mil-
lion One Archer Lane project, and
who has since asked for a retroac-
tive reduction of the project fees.
Myers went before the board last
spring to request a $2.13 million fee
waiver. After affordable-housing
advocates raised concerns about the
process, however, the board turned
down Myers’ request on July 9.

Since then, Myers has voiced his
displeasure with the situation, say-
ing that he feels disappointed that the
board and the state administration
have failed to recognize developers’
need for profit.

Jan Yokota, executive director of
the HCDA, said Myers recently
called the HCDA office requesting
information about how to proceed
with a reconsideration by the board.
The developer also turned in a brief
letter requesting reconsideration, and
Yokoto asked Myers to provide more
details. The HCDA director said
Myers’ formal request could proba-
bly be considered no sooner than
early November.

Myers “definitely has plans,” he
said. “We are intent to address issues
that were brought up during the
retroactive fee hearing.”

This time, Myers plans to be a lit-
tle more proactive. “We have stepped
back and taken a deep breath,” he
said. “The last time, we walked into
the process and we didn’t know what
was really going on with the HCDA
staff. In April, they seemed to be very
supportive of granting us retroactiv-
ity on the fee waiver. But it seems
like ... something happened in the
last 10 days before the hearing, and
we think that it was largely politi-
cally motivated.”

What does Myers plan to do?
“Well,” he says, “we really want to
address issues that were brought up
during the initial hearing ... try to get
at why the change of sentiment. It
really was quite an unusual process,
and we want to right the decision.
We may ask for exactly the same
thing, or we may make some modi-
fications ... but one thing is for sure:
We plan to engage the process aggres-
sively. ... This is a major defining
moment for us, and we will air the
process on all sides this time.”

Behind closed doors

Desmond Byme, chair of Common
Cause Hawai‘i and a member of the
governor’s Economic Revitalization
Task Force, has made some public
recommendations to the Task Force’s
working group on the role of gov-
ernment, urging restriction of the role
special interests play in forging pub-
lic policy. Among his points: “Too
many special interests are employ-
ing lobbyists and giving substantial
campaign contributions to politicans,
to buy access. ... These people most-
ly operate not at public hearings but
behind closed doors. ...

“Some special interests go even
further, like the Bishop Estate, who
pay Rep. Terrance Tom a $50,000-
a-year retainer for legal services. Tom
just happens to be Chair of the House
Judiciary Committee, who never dis-
closed this and does not abstain from
discussion and voting on issues affect-
ing the Estate in Committee and on
the House floor. It is suspected that
special interests pay other legislators
fees, whether it is for legal, insur-
ance, ‘consulting’ or other work.
Unfortunately, legislators will not
close up this loophole. ...

“The most egregious example is
our governor, who has raised approx-
imately $900,000 a year for the last

two years. The ticket buyers? Bishop

Street and anyone who has either bid
or is the beneficiary of non-bid con-
tracts with the state. ... For the most
part, pressure does not have to be
exerted, and if some businesses were
not invited to a fundraiser, they would
get worried that they were out of
favor. ...

“Unless there is reform ... espe-
cially campaign spending reform,
then most of the ideas raised by this
task force will be a complete waste
of time.”

Owen goes Hawaiian

Fresh from her triumphant run as
the Polynesian moon goddess Hina
in Fine Dancing, after a visit to
Hollywood, Maori actor Rena Owen
returned to Polynesia for a whirlwind
week of personal appearances in
Hawai‘i. The South Seas superstar
— a university grad with a nursing
degree — addressed students at a
‘Waimanalo school on the importance
of education, among other things. On
Sept. 18, the female lead in 1994’s
international hit Once Were Warriors
presented a documentary she co-cre-
ated with an all-Maori crew to a
standing-room-only crowd at the
University of Hawai‘i. Kealii Gora
of of the Ka Lahui Hawai ‘i sovereign-
ty group kicked off the event with a
bone-chilling Hawaiian chant, which
Rena responded to in Maori: For a
moment, UH’s Architecture Building
Auditorium seemed like a marae
meeting place at Aotearoa, New
Zealand.

The lei-bedecked actor introduced
Beth’s World, which takes its name
from Owen’s Warriors character,
Beth Heke, the battered Maori wife
who ultimately conquers abuse. In
Beth's World, Warriors scenes are
intercut with poignant interviews
with real-life abused and abuser
Maoris, such as Brian Kawerau (who
played a small role in Warriors),
speaking candidly about violence at
the Vincent House rehab center.
Warriors co-star Clifford Curtis is
interviewed at a self-help school
instilling Maori values. (Along with
Temuera Morrison, who played
Beth’s husband in Warriors, Curtis
just wrapped shooting on a film in
Kaua‘i with Harrison Ford.)

During the mobbed screening,
Owen stepped outside to talk with 100
disappointed fans who couldn’t get
into the auditorium. After the film,
she took questions for an hour at the
event, co-sponsored by Pacific
Islanders in Communications (PIC)
and UH’s Center for Hawaiian Studies.
The actor met some of Hawaii’s artis-
tic “royalty,” including Elizabeth
Lindsey, who has directed her own
hard-hitting documentary and is co-
starring in a Warren Beatty film.

Energetic Owen’s week ended with
a seven-hour acting class — with
triple the originally set enrollment
— at Honolulu’s Kumu Kahua
Theatre, which co-sponsored the
event with PIC.

Patricia Gibbs (“Fee fighter” ) and
Ed Rampell (“Counciling the feds” and
“Owen goes Hawaiian” ) contributed
to this week’s “Honolulu Diary.”
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A Festive Season

BOB GREEN

revitalized, audience-widening Hawai‘i International
Film Fest comes out swinging Nov. 7-10 (in O‘ahu),
with what looks to be one of the three best programs
in its 17-year history. More than 100 films from 20 coun-
tries will unreel, but this year HIFF has had what
amounts to a personality transplant: It’s keeping its tra-
ditional world-film categories, but adding a far stronger
American independent-film component, along with a
“fringe” category (“Films Auntie Shouldn’t See”),
more prize-winning films from other festivals and
emerging Eastern European product. Look also for more cross-
over offerings — films accessible to both mainstream and spe-
cialty audiences — and appearances by world-class film figures,
including writer-director Ang Lee, director Zhang Yimou, doc-

Sigourney Weaver and Kevin Kline star in Ang Lee’s k Ice Storm, opening the

Hawai‘i International Film Festival.

umentarian Arthur Dong

and critic Roger Ebert. This

year, along with the greater

depth of field in its movies,

HIFF is also implementing
a three-tiered admissions
policy, assessing a nominal
charge for individual tickets
to many venues.

Festival director Christian
Gaines, who sharpened his
skills with duties at the
Cannes and Sundance fests,
told the Weekly that this year’s
program, opening here with
Ang Lee’s The Ice Storm (with Lee to introduce it), offers “more
changes ... than in any other time in the fest’s history.” Determined
to make the fest more accessible to mainstream audiences and
those “disenfranchised by long lines,” the festival staff aims at
keeping its old demographic and going for a new one as well
— with what they call more “cutting edge” entries, and by
enlarging the action and comedy components of the week-long
O‘ahu showings. Then, the fest moves on to the neighbor islands.

“We’ve spent a year assembling a powerful, accessible slate
of diverse films,” says Gaines. “We were always a world-film
fest — but world film has changed: Films travel better, and audi-
ences are far more receptive than ever.” (Last year’s HIFF entries,
such as Oz’s Shine, England’s Secrets and Lies and Korea’s A
Hot Roof were hits all around the world, at festivals and in main-
stream theaters.) This year, Lee’s Ice Storm (with Sigourney
Weaver and Kevin Kline), Zhang Yimou’s Keep Cool, Aussie
Bill Bennett’s Kiss and Kill and The Sweet Hereafter by Canadian
Atom Egoyan (Exotica) are expected to break big.

As usual, world-class filmmakers of unusual stature will be
honored. Writer-director Ang Lee (The Wedding Banquet, Sense

he Operatio. v
{lnderground Film Festival.

n will show at the Honolulu

and Sensibility) will be honored with the “Vision in Film™ award,
capped by showings of Ice Storm, called his best work thus far.

Fest fave Zhang Yimou will introduce his newest offering,
banned by the Chinese government at Cannes but allowed to
play here because of that country’s long relationship with the
Hawai ‘i fest.

Documentarian Arthur Dong (whose License to Kill just won
an “audience award” at the Seattle film fest) will be honored
with a retrospective of his U.S.-produced work, six films in all.

Cinematographer John Seale (7he English Patient, last year’s
Oscar winner and the most popular independent film ever pro-
duced) will appear to receive the Eastman Kodak award for his
body of work.

Hoaxster Joey Skaggs, legendary media manipulator, will do
his one-man live and film show.

Once again, the inevitable Roger Ebert will appear, doing a
shot-by-shot interactive tribute to Akira Kurosawa’s Ikiru.

Films in 18 categories will be shown at 26 venues through-
out the statewide fest, with O‘ahu’s Hawai‘i Theatre as home
base. Categories include “The Australian Wave,” “The World’s
Funniest Short Films” (curated by

Sundance’s John Cooper),
“Discoveries from Japan,”
“American Alternatives,”

“Emerging Southeast Asia” and
“Hawai‘i No Ka ‘Oi.”

Last year, U.S. Travel and
Leisure Magazine voted the HIFF
one of the “10 best” of the 325 film
festivals worldwide. This year, at
least, it looks as if, with years of
accumulated connections with
emerging film cultures, it will stay
that way.

‘What about the rest of the movie
scene? If you missed the premieres
of such Hawai ‘i-centric films as
Happy Birthday Titia Ruth or
Papakolea: A Story of Hawaiian
Land, catch these and others at
Ho‘olaule‘a Alu Like on Sept.
27. And the
Underground Film Festival takes
place Nov. 15-22.

In the next three months, over 80 movies
will be released in the U.S. Here are the
Weekly’s selective recommendations:

September. L.A. Confidential (crime
drama); The Edge (Maori Lee Tamahori
directs Anthony Hopkins in a David Mamet
script); Different for Girls (oddball romance);
In and Out (Tom Selleck kisses Kevin Kline
in this outing comedy); The Peacemaker (big

studio thriller).

Sept. 27: Ho‘olaule‘a Alu Like. See
Aloha Vision, Happy Birthday Tutii Ruth,
He Huaka ‘i Maka ‘ika ‘i, Then There Were
None and Papakolea: A Story of Hawaiian

Land at a video fair, part of a larger cultural event supporting
the social services organization Alu Like. The Mews, Mission
Houses Museum; 521-7707.

October. Butcher Boy (new Neil Jordan drama); U-Turn
(Oliver Stone grunge-noir); Seven Years in Tibet (Brad Pitt
becomes spiritually transformed); Boogie Nights (its epipriapic
hero is a porno star); Gattaca (sci-fi drama); A Life Less Ordinary
(made by the Trainspotting crew); Gingerbread Man (Robert
Altman).

November. Bean (Rowan Atkinson breakthrough comedy);
Starship Troopers (sci-fi epic); Mad City (Costa-Gavras directs
John Travolta and Dustin Hoffman); Devil’s Advocate (Al Pacino
and Keanu Reeves in a lawyers-selling-their-souls drama).

Nov. 15-22: Honolulu Underground Film Festival. Hot on
the heels of HIFF, this underground film fest showcases more

than 80 movies from independent directors around the world,

including local boy turned subculture hero Jon Moritsugu and
Danny Plotnick, the Super 8 guru, who will also teach classes
during the week. From the purely documentary to the highly
experimental, the festival provides a sample of underground

Honolulu

filmmaking from New York to Sidney at six different venues
in the city. 737-3343.

December. 7he Boxer (Daniel Day-Lewis is reunited with
My Left Foot director Jim Sheridan in an Irish boxing club/polit-
ical drama); Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil (Clint
Eastwood directs this adaptation of the best-selling true-crime
book by John Berendt); The Big Lebowski (the Coen brothers
team with Jeff Bridges in this movie about bowling and crime);
Deconstructing Harry (Woody Allen’s new comedy about an
immature writer and women in his life); Jackie Brown (Quentin
Tarantino).

Flying High

ERIN M. M. SWEENEY

ance addicts will be flying high this fall, with a huge
dose of dance performance to shoot into their veins.
Naive audience members, beware: Once live dance is
in your system, you’ll be itching for more — stand-
ing outside box offices hoping for an added perfor-
mance, spending your lunch money on front-row seats,
twitching with excitement befo<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>