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NOMINATION PAPERS FILED

COUNCILMAN AT LARGE:

MEDINA, RICARDO (D)
...............................
Wailuku, Hawaii 96793
Mail; ......................

Kahului, Hawaii 96732
Phones: R ................

Cty .............

SKIPTON, ALFRED E. (Non — Part)
...................................
Haiku, Hawaii 96708
Phone: R ...............

JZ AIONA, ABRAHAM (D)
.............................. 
Kahului, Hawaii 96732
Phones: R ............... 

B ...............

BARR, ALLEN W. (D)
............................... 
Pukalani, Hawaii 96788
Mail: .......................

Makawao, Hawaii 96768
Phones: R ...............

Cty ...............



NOMINATION PAPERS FILED

STATE REPRESENTATIVE—6TH DISTRICT:

AMARAL, ALVIN T. (R)
................................... 
Kahului, Hawaii 96732 
Mail: ....................

Kahului, Hawaii 96732
Phones: R................

B................

HONDA, HERBERT J. (D)
........................... 
Wailuku, Hawaii 96793
Phone: R ...............

WENDT, DONALD E. (D)
...........................
Kahului, Hawaii 96732
Phone: ...............

STATE REPRESENTATIVE—7TH DISTRICT:

ANDREWS, MARK J. (D)
........................
Kula, Hawaii 96790
Phone: R ...............

CROZIER, CHRISTOPHER A. (D)
...........................
Pukalani, Hawaii 96788
Phone: ...............
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"Politics for a 
small Island"





INTERVIEW: MARILYN BORNHORST 
a frank discussion with a Council member who believes “we live on a small island and we 
can’t make any more mistakes.”

Marilyn Bornhorst practices what most of us 
preach about government decision-making. She 
makes her political decisions in the open, based on the 
facts. Marilyn has consistently urged other members of 
the City Council to practice open government, and she 
has alerted the public when important questions are 
being decided behind closed doors.

Marilyn Bornhorst knows the public is intelligent 
and interested in City Council decisions. She does her 
homework. Then she shares her information with the 
public.

Citizen participation is a style as well as a 
background for Marilyn Bornhorst. As a Council 
Member, Marilyn seeks the opinions of Neighborhood 
Boards and other community groups. She is 
responsive to their views. After all, her own political 
roots are in active community organizations. Marilyn 
first ran for City Council in 1974 because the 
incumbent was not listening to the community.

As government decision-maker, Marilyn is 
practical. She seeks compromise where individual 
interests conflict with the public good. Her approach is 
to be reasonable. And her reasons are based on the 
facts.

That is the Marilyn Bornhorst her supporters 
know. That is the record she has compiled in eight 
years on the City Council.

The following interview with Marilyn is 
reproduced for those among us who may not have 
seen her in action on the City Council or who have not 
had an opportunity to talk with her during this 
reelection campaign. Many of the questions reflect 
voter concerns expressed at recent coffee hours with 
Marilyn.

This interview mas conducted by Bambi Weil, an 
attorney who supports Marilyn.

You have identified three land use issues, but 
we’ve been hearing a lot about crime and 
concern of individuals for their safety- What 
can the City Council do about this issue?

The most direct thing the Council can and has 
done is to budget money for the police and the 
prosecutor to assure that the first line of crime 
prevention is sureness of being arrested, and sureness 
of being convicted. Those are basic.

Crime came very close to me. I have two 
daughters. We had very bad situations with prowlers 
which the police were not able to catch. We adopted 
protective measures which include bars on our 
windows and adopting a homeless dog. I don’t like living 
barred, and I don’t like the community to have to live 
barred. I think crime has got to be brought under 
control. But long term crime prevention has to do with 
ordinary citizen issues, like jobs and housing, and 
education, and how people live in the city. Are they 
angry and frustrated or are they part of the successful 
society?
What about jobs? Does the City Council 
really have the power to affect the economy?

Sure we do. By deciding where business and 
industry are allowed by zoning. The development plans 
(you know, the ones we passed last year with so much 
furor over lack of citizen participation) were bad land- 
use documents. One of the reasons was that we didn’t 
put enough light industrial land into the city to allow 
service, light industry or light manufacturing near 
where people live.

Even jobs in the construction industry, which is 
one of the most hard hit, could be created on a steady 
basis instead of this boom or bust model we’ve been 
doing. We could build for the real market which is 
people in the middle and lower income. Any normal 
construction industry would be going for the real 
market. Instead, because we’re a resort destination, 
industry builds for the luxury market. This also drives 
small contractors out of business. 

most homes. The law benefits the people who have land 
already zoned apartment or residential that is not 
developed. I don’t think that’s good City policy.

I also voted against the resolution that killed the 
law that required that any new housing development 
have a percentage of units for the middle income 
people.

Then there were the development plans. After 
years of citizen participation and compromise on what 
is good development for the island, the boys came in 
over the weekend with seventy changes that the 
citizens never heard of. This meant special developers 
got valuable zoning without public discussion.

And finally, Kakaako. It is so important to get the 
right mix of industry and business and housing in 
Kakaako. Yet that one was passed with absolutely no 
requirement that the landowners there, who got 
millions of dollars in increased property values, build a 
percentage of affordable housing or to provide open 
space. 

That last one led to the attempt to recall several 
Councilmen.
Specifically what is the current need for new 
housing?

I don’t think we have a housing shortage, we have a 
shortage of housing which any ordinary working or 
professional person can afford. For instance, I know of 
one developer alone who has nine hundred units unsold 
in highrise apartment buildings in Honolulu. They are 
all in the upper income category. The people who really 
need housing are the poor and the elderly and the baby 
boom people, some of whom are now in their thirties, 
who have been working and saving and getting 
educated like we were taught to do and who can not 
possibly get into a home. If they can’t own a home, 
which is the one major asset most of the middle class 
has, will we lose our middle class? Will we have only the 
upper class and the lower class? If we don’t have a 
stable middle class, then we lose our chance for a stable 
government and stable economy, and with it we get 
crime. I have a young friend who is approaching thirty



Marilyn, what would you say are the three 
most significant ordinances that you 
authored in your eight years on the City 
Council and why are you most proud of them?

Well, for one, the park dedication ordinance 
because it requires developers, as they create new 
subdivisions or highrises, to provide park space for the 
public. When you’re adding more people to the 
neighborhood, you need more park space.

I think the protective ordinances, such as 
Diamond Head, Punchbowl, and Thomas Square, are 
very important. They give us some sense of the beauty 
of the city by protecting views.

The third is almost a series of ordinances which 
clarify the building permit problem. Everytime we do 
anything to control some of our bad runaway develop- 
ment, it spurs a bunch of building permits. Because our 
old law on building permits allowed permits to live 
forever we keep getting things that we now don’t want. 
The old law allowed the massive buildings in the 
Diamond Head end of Waikiki. And the 1974 building 
permit for The Hobron is still alive.

Council from 1977 to 197S, how did you use 
that leadership role to influence or change 
the way the Council worked?

I think that the main thing that I did was to open it 
up. We had regularly done it the “old-boy” way of 
deciding in the back room and then going out and going 
through the ritual. I really believe that you get better 
laws by discussing them out in the open with everyone 
watching and giving advice.

You were reelected in 1978, but the 
composition of the Council changed because 
three new members were elected. Since then 
you have sometimes found yourself a 
minority of one in Council votes. Specifically 
what issues caused you to be a dissenter?

I went back and checked lately, what were my one 
to eight votes, and there weren’t very many of them. 
But I looked over them again, and I’m proud of every 
single one. For instance, the most recent one was on 
the property tax. I voted against it this year because the 
tax is unfair to condominium owners and owners of 

ana would like to have a baby and says she will not nave 
a baby until she owns her own nest.
What can the Council do to increase the 
supply of affordable housing?

For one thing, we could pass the bill that I’ve been 
trying to get passed for three years. It says that when a 
new development is done a certain percentage of 
housing must be in the category which we need most, 
which is the middle and the lower-middle income. Since 
the Council has failed to approve that, I’ve tried several 
other approaches. The one I am most hopeful about 
now is based on what we are calling housing incentive 
zoning, where the city administration agrees to 
expedite, guide the developer, help him through the 
process to speed it up and save him interest money. 
Where possible we cut down on some of the city 
requirements and maybe allow some increase in zoning 
in return for a carefully calculated number of units. It 
hasn’t passed yet, but I’m hoping.
Since taking office, Mayor Anderson has 
criticized other members of the City Council 
for being too pro-development. You have 

“We had regularly done it the ‘old-boy’ way of deciding in the 
back room and then going out and going through the ritual. 
I really believe that you get better laws by discussing them 
out in the open with everyone watching and giving advice. ”

“I went back and checked lately, what were my one to eight 
votes, and there weren’t very many of them. But I looked 
over them again, and I’m proud of every single one. ”

“One of the reasons was that we didn’t put enough light 
industrial land into the city to allow service, light industry or 
light manufacturing near where people live. ”



expressed the same opinion about some of 
your colleagues. What do you mean by too 
pro-development, and why do you think the 
criticism is justified?

Well, obviously, because they approve almost any 
development anyone asks for any place. I know we 
have to have development. We have to have it for 
housing, for businesses, for industries. The difference 
between me and the other councilmen is that I think we 
need to approve only projects that are in the best 
interest of the community, where the rest of the 
Council seems to think that it’s basic to free enterprise 
that anyone who wants to come in and exploit the 
island can do it any place he wants to.

There is a point of view that says our community is 
made up of special interests. The only thing wrong with 
representing a special interest, they say, is not being up 
front about it. I disagree. Once you are elected to public 
office to make laws, you don’t have the right to 
represent one special interest. You have an obligation 
to consider the total community and balance the need 
for housing, jobs, preserving agriculture and the cost of 
all these things to the taxpayers. I can see someone 
coming from a construction industry background, but 
it would be unethical if that person always voted in favor 
of developers unless he balanced all these factors every 
time he voted.

My criticism of so many legislators is that they 
don’t vote in the best interest of the total population. 
They appear to be voting for a special interest. I think 
that’s where I really differ with them.
Even though you do not represent the special 
interest of big developers, does that mean 
you oppose almost all urban growth?

Of course not. I want housing, and I want business 
to grow. I want industrial development and I want 
protection of agricultural land, but I want it done in an 
orderly and fair way for the benefit of everybody.
What kind of development do you support 
that would stimulate Oahu’s economy?

My bias and preference is for small and medium 
size industry, rather than relying as we always have on 
big agriculture, big tourism, big business. But, 
remember as a Council member, I have to watch my 
biases. I like the independence and flexibility of the 
small and medium-sized entrepreneur. They work with 
each other. One business stimulates the other, and this 
applies to agriculture.

thousand per building and $11.75 per thousand for 
land.
Most lawmakers are very sensitive to 
constituent concerns on tax matters. Can 
you explain how this unfair property tax got 
eight council votes?

It’s hard to understand since I am not the only 
council member who has highrises in her district. We all 
have constituents who were hurt by this property tax. It 
could be that some of them were not paying attention. It 
could be that some of them were more interested in 
lowering the tax rate for vacant land.

There is an ethical question because no Council 
member declared a conflict of interest. I sent the 
question to the Ethics Commission but have never

As a “Kokua Line” person, though, I facilitate 
requests to the administration and follow through. I 
also help route constituent requests to the appropriate 
agency—city, state or federal, or even private. So often 
the ordinary citizen is frustrated because he or she has 
a problem and doesn’t know where to go.
What issues do you think the Council has so 
far ignored that are of major significance on 
an island-wide basis?

Other than planning and zoning itself, water. 
Water is basic and very soon may become the 
overriding concern. There is only so much, and unless 
the Council takes some strong stands on population, 
our population will grow to where we can’t really count 
on our fresh, sweet, unchlorinated water. I think we



My daughter just graduated from the 

culture. When her friends (the “aggies”) are around, all 
I hear is how they might get a piece of land either by 
lease or buying, which they know is out of the question. 
They are trained and educated and I believe could 
succeed. Their biggest problem is that we have not pro- 
tected agriculture land so that they can get a hold of it.

The Council has the power to say that our best 
agricultural land, especially our best land which is right 
next to the existing city, should be in farming. We have 
the power, we just don’t have the determination. If we 
had the City Council truly committed to promoting 
farming and medium-sized business, we could help 
through our zoning powers. As it is, the farmers have 
waited five years for agricultural legislation from the 
City Council. I don’t think they believe that it is going to 
come. So they are holding land out of production, 
hoping to produce the very profitable, but one time 
only, crop of houses, or shopping centers or resorts.
What is your business experience?

Well, I created and own a small business. 
Originally it was an office service, now it’s a print shop. I 
also taught at Roosevelt High School and Honolulu 
Business College. I know what it is to meet a payroll and 
fill out government forms.
You described the recent property tax legis- 
lation as unfair. Specifically what changes do 
you want the City Council to make in the tax 
structure?

The very first one we need is the condominium 
amendment. We’ve been calling it the Ilikai amendment 
or the Holiday Mart amendment. This affects people in 
an apartment built on commercially zoned land. The 
current law says that you will be taxed according to the 
underlying land zoning. We simply must change the law 
to say that in the case of condominiums we classify 
according to the actual use of that unit. Condominium 
owners in these commercial zones are paying a 
commercial rate, which costs them on the average one 
hundred to two hundred dollars more a year.

The other thing that has to be done is to make the 
tax rate for land and buildings the same. The building 
value is higher than the land value in condominiums. So 
when the Council this year set the tax rate higher for 
buildings than for land, the condominium people ended 
up paying more. The people who got the main benefit 
from the tax structure were those who own vacant land 
zoned apartment or residential. They are paying only 
$11.75 per thousand for their property. Whereas 
people in homes and apartments are paying $13.93 per 

received an answer.
This brings us to one of the few good changes that 

is proposed in the Charter change package. The 
Charter Commission recommended that the Ethics 
Commission hire its own attorney, instead of relying on 
other City attorneys. Too bad it’s part of the “take it or 
leave it” package.
What do you identify as the single most 
important thing that sets you apart from your 
opponent, Hiram Fong, Jr.?

My commitment to community participation. I 
think open government and community participation 
go together. A Council member should seek citizen 
input, listen to what is being said and try to share 
information so decisions are made in the open and 
everyone has the same facts.

I ran for office because I didn’t like what the 
Council was doing to my neighborhood in Makiki and 
to the island. I guess I see myself as kind of a city mother 
trying to do the best I can to solve community issues for 
the benefit of the community and I have this strong 
protective feeling for the island as a whole, not just the 
people but the island itself.
What provoked you to turn to elective 
politics?

I think the thing that got me into government was 
the issue of a park for my children to play in. This 
rapidly got changed into a fight against one more, 
massive highrise that we thought was too big and too 
high up the mountain. In the course of that 
controversy, I and the rest of the Makiki Community 
Association learned what it was to deal with the City. 
We learned the language of city planning and zoning. 
We lost that particular fight, but a lot of us got trained in 
how to talk back to City Hall and I did the ultimate in 
talking back—I ran and was elected.
What complaints or concerns are most 
common among the voters in your district on 
a day-to-day basis and what do you do about 
them?

Probably the most common are things like traffic 
lights and traffic patterns, tax rates (especially this year 
with the problem of high assessments) the need for 
more parks and open space and the need to keep them 
cleaner and open longer hours, holes in the street, and 
crime. Noise is important in the apartment areas. As for 
what I do about them, an awful lot of these complaints 
are frustrating to a Council member because they are 
administrative responsibilities. 

need to set policies on how we re going to divvy up the 
water. My own belief is that it should be divided on the 
basis of our real needs. If a developer comes in and 
offers to build affordable housing, or the facilities for 
business or industry that will increase jobs and 
exchange of money, that developer should have a 
higher claim to our scarce water than someone who 
just comes in to build whatever the market will bear. 
Since we are such a desirable place, there will always be 
a market for upper income luxury housing or resorts 
any place on the island. There is only so much water 
and so much land, and we need to make laws to divide it 
fairly.

Since the primary election, do you care to 
venture a guess as to how the next City 
Council will line up on development issues, 
and whether it will be a more open 
government?

I am very pleased and hopeful that the new 
members on the Council will make a major change. I’m 
looking forward to a good four years for me and for the 
island.



Is your entire family active in this reelection 
campaign or do you keep politics separate 
from your personal life?

My daughters help campaign and are gathering up 
their pals to get a team for sign holding and going door- 
to-door. And I have that ultimate asset of a candidate. 
My husband is a printer so he can do some of my 
brochures for me.

My family does a lot of the cooking and has turned 
into a pretty good working co-op on general house- 
keeping. During the campaign they get dinner ready so 
we can all eat together in that short period after I come 
home from ringing door bells and before I go to a 7:30 
coffee hour. They’re a good bunch.
Many politicians claim they must give up 
their privacy. Has that been a problem for 
you?

Not too much. I guess I’m kind of nondescript. I’m 
recognized a lot of places, but other places I can go and 
nobody recognizes me as a politician. Whenever I start 
feeling famous, I hit the situation of trying to charge 
something and having to show two identifications. I do 
get telephone calls at home, and I do get stopped at the 
beach with citizen concerns. But it’s not a problem.

As a full-time Council member, mother, wife 
and part-time business owner, what, if 
anything, do you do for recreation?

You learn to fit it in. For instance, last night was my 
daughter’s twentieth birthday, and I had a coffee hour 
that started at 7:30. The not-birthday daughter bought 
the cake and cooked dinner. I wrapped Mimi’s present 
in a leftover piece of red material. We had dinner, got 
the candles blown out, songs sung, and presents 
opened, and I was only about ten minutes late to the 
coffee.

I keep a bathing suit in my car and my boogie board 
and fins in the trunk so I can get down to the beach, 
catch four good waves and move on without taking too 
much time.

It’s amazing how much good it does just to get into 
our beautiful ocean even for a quick swim.

What is your overall vision for the island.
What would you do if you could do anything 
you wanted?

Wow. That’s just like giving someone the ultimate 
one wish. We live on a small island. We can’t make any 
more mistakes. I’d like to keep our population growth 
slow enough that we can absorb new people without 
resenting them. That means we’d have to build our 
economy and our housing stock so that there would be 
meaningful jobs and comfortable, affordable houses.

I also think we have to keep enough space in our 
countryside, our parks and our beaches that people 
can enjoy Hawaii as it should be enjoyed. I’d like to keep 
our resort growth at a pace that visitors don’t 
overwhelm us by numbers.

I’d like us to adopt legislation that protects our 
agricultural lands so farmers are encouraged to actually 
produce food and exportable agricultural products. 
World population is doubling now every 20 years, and 
the problem of feeding ourselves is one we really have 
to face for the future.

I’d like the City Council to restore people’s faith in 
government by demonstrating that the Council works 
in the public’s interest. If we can create this kind of 
society in our island, it will be a society with less criminal 
activity, with less ethnic tension, and with less 
antagonism toward newcomers. Government can’t do 
the whole thing, but the City Government should 
certainly lead the way.



OFFICIAL
“POLITICS FOR A SMALL ISLAND"

ACTION PETITION
You can help Marilyn Bomhorst make her vision of “Politics for a Small Island” 

a reality.
Cut out this petition. Sign it and get three of your friends or relatives to sign 

it, too. Send it to:
Politics for a Small Island Committee

 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Your show of support will help Marilyn convince the new City Council that we 
want honest, open government working with us—for us.

You can make a difference. Use this petition to send the City Council a 
message they can’t ignore.
Name ____________________________  Name ______________________________
Address __________________________  Address ____________________________

Name ____________________________  Name ______________________________
Address __________________________  Address ____________________________

certainly lead the way.

Sponsored By
MARILYN FOR COUNCIL COMMITTEE
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
Tel. 

P.S. If you would like to help Marilyn 
win re-election to the City Council, you 
can make a direct contribution. Marilyn 
prefers small donations from many 
people to large ones from a few. Even a 
dollar will really help a lot!

Please send your contribution to:
Marilyn for Council Committee 

 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
Tel. 
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