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30 August 1968

Mr. Yoshio Hanao 
City Bank Building 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Yoshi?

I regret sincerely my inability to join you and 
your officers and members for the 25th Anniversary of 
the MIS Veterans Club.

Much has transpired since the crisis of Pearl Harbor, 
but time cannot dim the outstanding wartime service of 
those of you gathered here tonight. I shall always remem— 
ber that much that has happened to me is due to the proof 
of patriotism and fidelity to our American ideals that you 
and your comrades demonstrated to our Nation. For this, I 
have been and shall be eternally grateful.

Please extend to my friends of the MIS Veterans Club 
my fondest aloha and best wishes for a successful 25th 
anniversary and many more anniversaries to come.

Warmest aloha.

Sincerely,

DANIEL K. INOUYE
United States Senator
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SPEECH BY SENATOR DANIEL K. INOUYE
Testimonial Dinner
Hilo, Hawaii 
Thursday, 8 August 1968

"Law and order!"

This will be the battle cry of most political campaigners as we 
approach that important day in November. Although it is abundantly 
clear that this phrase "law and order" has conveniently replaced 
the word "Nigger" for some of our racist oriented camp aigners, there 
is no doubt that this phrase appeals to a vast number of Americans, 
especially the non-Negro Americans. It represents their fear of the 
night. It is an expression of their doubt in the efficacy of our 
police systems to cope with the rising levels of crime in every com— 
munity. For some, it is an expression of their craving for the "good 
old days.”

All this is understandable. Man, the social animal, has always craved 
order. He has made the most essential function of his government the 
maintenance of some levels of order. This is true in the most sophisti— 
cated as well as the most primitive societies. The Department of 
Justice has been an important part of our system since the days of our 
revolution. On the other hand, the Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare has not yet celebrated its twentieth birthday.

Because of thia almost instinctive craving for order, demagogic ex— 
ploitation of this explosive and dangerous issue may further divide 
and separate our Nation's peoples. It could well excite the militant 
and extremist elements of our black and white societies to increase 
their levels of violence.

The Republican convention in Miami has declared that "law and order" 
and urban unrest constitute the major campaign issue for 1968.

Therefore, I believe it would be reasonable to call upon all office 
holders and office seekers to set forth their views on this important 
issue. As a member of the United States Senate, I believe I am 
obligated to share my thoughts on this matter with you.

First, it is imperative that we immediately involve ourselves in a 
mass study of the root causes of this problem. Recently, President 
Johnson's Blue Ribbon Riot Commission issued a most important report. 
It was a candid appraisal of American racism. It vividly described 
the dangerous and tragic consequences of poverty; unequal and inferior 
education; unequal justice; poor and inadequate housing; and the 
frustrations and "I've got nothing to lose" attitude of ghetto dwellers. 
Unfortunately, less than one per cent of our people have read and 
studied this important document. This document may well be the most 
important of this century.
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If our government is to spend a hundred or two hundred billion 
dollars, as suggested by certain leading national candidates, to 
solve this problem, it becomes important that the people of the 
United States acquaint themselves with the information set forth in 
the Riot Commission report. This would suggest to them the immensity 
and scope of this problem, with this study may come the necessary 
support by the people of a multi billion dollar program. Otherwise, 
our people's response to this expensive program may be a loud and 
clear "nuts".

Second, it would be tragic if the program was simply a mass "spoon 
feeding" operation by the federal government. It would be equally 
tragic if this program were conceived, planned, programmed and ad— 
ministered by cold computers and comfortable bureaucrats residing in 
lily white suburbs. This program must involve the beneficiaries. 
These people, though their social and economic status may well place 
them on the bottom of the American totem pole, must be given the 
opportunity to participate in every step and phase of the program. 
This would discourage "spoon feeding" and encourage the injection of 
more "self help" into the program.

Third, this program should not be just an application of a fresh coat 
of paint in the ghettos. We can build new and beautiful buildings, 
provide lush playgrounds and parks, build magnificent educational 
facilities, and establish all black police forces in the ghettos, 
but, if all this is done to maintain separate and divided black and 
white societies in America, we move no closer to solving this problem. 
We must build not only new buildings but new neighborhoods. And we 
must live in them — all as full citizens, all as brothers.

Fourth, we, together with responsible leaders of the black community 
must temper the rising expectations of the American Negro. No, we 
should not tell our black brothers and sisters to wait. However, we 
should Impress upon them that buildings take years to construct, 
that a child cannot be properly educated in a year, and that attitudes 
forged by decades of separatist racist policies take time to change. 
And, very importantly, office holders and office seekers should not 
make promises that cannot be kept and propose utopian programs that 
cannot be carried out.

Fifth, we must reject violence as a means of protest and, with firm— 
ness, those who preach it. Violence, looting and burning must be 
swiftly put down with massive force. One cannot be discussing the 
root causes of violence and riots under skies darkened by smoke. 
Because to permit anarchy and violence to destroy our cities is to 
spark the beginning of a cancerous growth of doubt, suspicion, fear 
and hatred that will gradually infect the entire populace. Violence 
and anarchy will make our task even more difficult. Poverty, dis— 
crimination and deprivation, as evil as they are, do not justify
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anarchy or violence, looting or burning, murder or assassination. 
Our laws must be obeyed and we must take effective and immediate 
police action to enforce our laws.

Sixth, to further reduce violence in America we must have effective 
gun control laws. We thought we would get such a law after the 
assassination of President John F. Kennedy. We prayed that we would 
get such a law after the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
We expected the easy passage of such a law after the assassination of 
Senator Robert F. Kennedy. We are still waiting. We should now 
demand that an effective gun control law be passed this session, even 
if it means being in session until New Year's eve. I am sick and 
tired of claims that a gun registration law poses a threat to the 
liberty of the American people. If we cannot defend our shores with 
the thousands of ICBM's, the polaris nuclear submarine fleet, our 
armadas of long range bombers and our men in uniform, do these opponents 
of gun control laws suggest that they with their pistols and rifles 
can repel the enemy?

Last year, over twenty thousand Americans were killed by gunfire, an 
increase of 151 over the previous year. And last year over 100,000 
Americans were wounded by gunfire. Last year over three million guns 
were purchased by Americans. This year should set a new high record 
for gun purchases. This trend must br reversed.

Seventh, an average American stepping forward on graduation day in 
1969 to receive his high school diploma will have spent more hours 
in front of the TV screen than in classrooms. I need not describe to 
you the violence being viewed by our children. And what does this 
teach our children today? It teaches them that life is cheap and 
killing is easy; that violence to the point of death is one way of solv— 
ing a social or political problem; and that crime, on occasion, does 
pay and pay well.

I can only say that when we make violence fashionable we must be 
prepared to pay the price and we are paying that price today.

It is apparent that today's America will not support the censorship 
of television. Therefore the most effective way to rid our TV 
screens of violence is to stop watching violence and to prevent our 
children from watching it. This will lower the viewer ratings of 
these shows of violence and will effectively take them off our screens.

If there is to be any major change in our society and any concerted 
effort to reduce violence and restore order in our communities, it must 
begin in the home. Order begets order just as violence begets violence. 
For too many decades, we have delegated parental authority and res— 
ponsibilities to the schools, churches and youth clubs. Today's 
keyword is permissiveness and the password is "why not?"
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This is pretty square advice in 1968 but it still rings true to me. 
I haven’t noted any fountains of wisdom or civic improvement emanat— 
ing from marijuana parties or psychedelic love-ins around the country. 
I haven't met any bearded gurus who can show us how to eliminate 
hunger and poverty.

There are simple, constructive steps which can be taken in the home. 
Parents can teach their children the real meaning of love by demon— 
strating their affection for each other and their children.

Parents can underline the importance of neighborly relations between 
individuals and nations by being good neighbors in every sense of the 
word.

The great tragedy of man in his inability to conquer hate and violence 
and to replace these traits with love and understanding.

As surely as we must rebuild our shattered cities, so must we rebuild 
within our hearts to create a new society which today seems so far 
beyond our reach.



SPEECH BY SENATOR DANIEL K. INOUYE
Testimonial Dinner
Hilo, Hawaii
Thursday, 8 August 1968

"LAW AND ORDER!"

THIS WILL BE THE BATTLE CRY OF MOST POLITICAL CAMPAIGNERS

AS WE APPROACH THAT IMPORTANT DAY IN NOVEMBER. ALTHOUGH IT IS 

ABUNDANTLY CLEAR THAT THIS PHRASE "LAW AND ORDER" HAS CONVENIENTLY 

REPLACED THE WORD "NIGGER" FOR SOME OF OUR RACIST ORIENTED CAMP— 

AIGNERS, THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT THIS PHRASE APPEALS TO A VAST 

NUMBER OF AMERICANS, ESPECIALLY THE NON-NEGRO AMERICANS. IT 

REPRESENTS THEIR FEAR OF THE NIGHT. IT IS AN EXPRESSION OF THEIR 

DOUBT IN THE EFFICACY OF OUR POLICE SYSTEMS TO COPE WITH THE RISING 

LEVELS OF CRIME IN EVERY COMMUNITY. FOR SOME, IT IS AN EXPRESSION 

OF THEIR CRAVING FOR THE "GOOD OLD DAYS."

ALL THIS IS UNDERSTANDABLE. MAN, THE SOCIAL ANIMAL, HAS 

ALWAYS CRAVED
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ALWAYS CRAVED ORDER. HE HAS MADE THE MOST ESSENTIAL FUNCTION

OF HIS GOVERNMENT THE MAINTENANCE OF SOME LEVELS OF ORDER. THIS

IS TRUE IN THE MOST SOPHISTICATED AS WELL AS THE MOST PRIMITIVE 

SOCIETIES. THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE HAS BEEN AN IMPORTANT PART 

OF OUR SYSTEM SINCE THE DAYS OF OUR REVOLUTION. ON THE OTHER HAND, 

THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION AND WELFARE HAS NOT YET 

CELEBRATED ITS TWENTIETH BIRTHDAY.

BECAUSE OF THIS ALMOST INSTINCTIVE CRAVING FOR ORDER, 

DEMAGOGIC EXPLOITATION OF THIS EXPLOSIVE AND DANGEROUS ISSUE MAY 

FURTHER DIVIDE AND SEPARATE OUR NATION’S PEOPLES. IT COULD WELL 

EXCITE THE MILITANT AND EXTREMIST ELEMENTS OF OUR BLACK AND WHITE 

SOCIETIES TO INCREASE THEIR LEVELS OF VIOLENCE.

THE REPUBLICAN CONVENTION IN MIAMI HAS DECLARED THAT

"LAW AND ORDER"
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"LAW AND ORDER" AND URBAN UNREST CONSTITUTE THE MAJOR CAMPAIGN 

ISSUES FOR 1968.

THEREFORE, I BELIEVE IT WOULD BE REASONABLE TO CALL UPON 

ALL OFFICE HOLDERS AND OFFICE SEEKERS TO SET FORTH THEIR VIEWS 

ON THIS IMPORTANT ISSUE. AS A MEMBER OF THE UNITED STATES SENATE, 

I BELIEVE I AM OBLIGATED TO SHARE MY THOUGHTS ON THIS MATTER WITH 

YOU.

FIRST, IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT WE IMMEDIATELY INVOLVE 

OURSELVES IN A MASS STUDY OF THE ROOT CAUSES OF THIS PROBLEM. 

RECENTLY, PRESIDENT JOHNSON’S BLUE RIBBON RIOT COMMISSION ISSUED 

A MOST IMPORTANT REPORT. IT WAS A CANDID APPRAISAL OF AMERICAN 

RACISM. IT VIVIDLY DESCRIBED THE DANGEROUS AND TRAGIC 

CONSEQUENCES OF POVERTY; UNEQUAL AND INFERIOR EDUCATION; UNEQUAL

JUSTICE;
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JUSTICE; POOR AND INADEQUATE HOUSING; AND THE FRUSTRATIONS AND 

"I’VE GOT NOTHING TO LOSE" ATTITUDE OF GHETTO DWELLERS. 

UNFORTUANTELY, LESS THAN ONE PER CENT OF OUR PEOPLE HAVE READ AND 

STUDIED THIS IMPORTANT DOCUMENT. THIS DOCUMENT MAY WELL BE THE 

MOST IMPORTANT OF THIS CENTURY.

IF OUR GOVERNMENT IS TO SPEND A HUNDRED OR TWO HUNDRED 

BILLION DOLLARS, AS SUGGESTED BY CERTAIN LEADING NATIONAL 

CANDIDATES, TO SOLVE THIS PROBLEM, IT BECOMES IMPORTANT THAT THE 

PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES ACQUAINT THEMSELVES WITH THE INFORM— 

ATION SET FORTH IN THE RIOT COMMISSION REPORT. THIS WOULD SUGGEST 

TO THEM THE IMMENSITY AND SCOPE OF THIS PROBLEM. WITH THIS 

STUDY MAY COME THE NECESSARY SUPPORT BY THE PEOPLE FOR A MULTI— 

BILLION DOLLAR PROGRAM.

OTHERWISE,



-5-

OTHERWISE, OUR PEOPLE'S RESPONSE TO THIS EXPENSIVE PROGRAM MAY 

BE A LOUD AND CLEAR "NUTS".

SECOND, IT WOULD BE TRAGIC IF THE PROGRAM WAS SIMPLY A 

MASS "SPOON FEEDING" OPERATION BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. IT 

WOULD BE EQUALLY TRAGIC IF THIS PROGRAM WERE CONCEIVED, PLANNED, 

PROGRAMMED AND ADMINISTERED BY COLD COMPUTERS AND COMFORTABLE 

BUREAUCRATS RESIDING IN LILY-WHITE SUBURBS. THIS PROGRAM MUST 

INVOLVE THE BENEFICIARIES. THESE PEOPLE, THOUGH THEIR SOCIAL 

AND ECONOMIC STATUS MAY WELL PLACE THEM ON THE BOTTOM OF THE 

AMERICAN TOTEM POLE, MUST BE GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE 

IN EVERY STEP AND PHASE OF THE PROGRAM. THIS WOULD DISCOURAGE 

"SPOON FEEDING” AND ENCOURAGE THE INJECTION OF MORE "SELF HELP" 

INTO THE PROGRAM.

THIRD, THIS
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THIRD, THIS PROGRAM SHOULD NOT BE JUST AN APPLICATION OF

A FRESH COAT OF PAINT IN THE GHETTOS. WE CAN BUILD NEW AND 

BEAUTIFUL BUILDINGS, PROVIDE LUSH PLAYGROUNDS AND PARKS, BUILD 

MAGNIFICENT EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES, AND ESTABLISH ALL BLACK POLICE 

FORCES IN THE GHETTOS, BUT, IF ALL THIS IS DONE TO MAINTAIN SEPARATE 

AND DIVIDED BLACK AND WHITE SOCIETIES IN AMERICA, WE MOVE NO CLOSER 

TO SOLVING THIS PROBLEM. WE MUST BUILD NOT ONLY NEW BUILDINGS 

BUT NEW NEIGHBORHOODS. AND WE MUST LIVE IN THEM — ALL AS FULL 

CITIZENS, ALL AS BROTHERS.

FOURTH, WE, TOGETHER WITH RESPONSIBLE LEADERS OF THE BLACK 

COMMUNITY MUST TEMPER THE RISING EXPECTATIONS OF THE AMERICAN 

NEGRO. NO, WE SHOULD NOT TELL OUR BLACK BROTHERS AND SISTERS 

TO WAIT. HOWEVER, WE SHOULD IMPRESS UPON THEM THAT BUILDINGS

TAKE YEARS TO
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TAKE YEARS TO CONSTRUCT, THAT A CHILD CANNOT BE PROPERLY EDUCATED 

IN A YEAR, AND THAT ATTITUDES FORGED BY DECADES OF SEPARATIST 

RACIST POLICIES TAKE TIME TO CHANGE. AND, VERY IMPORTANTLY, 

OFFICE HOLDERS AND OFFICE SEEKERS SHOULD NOT MAKE PROMISES THAT 

CANNOT BE KEPT AND PROPOSE UTOPIAN PROGRAMS THAT CANNOT BE CARRIED 

OUT.

FIFTH, WE MUST REJECT VIOLENCE AS A MEANS OF PROTEST AND, 

WITH FIRMNESS, THOSE WHO PREACH IT. VIOLENCE, LOOTING AND BURNING 

MUST BE SWIFTLY PUT DOWN WITH MASSIVE FORCE. ONE CANNOT BE 

DISCUSSING THE ROOT CAUSES OF VIOLENCE AND RIOTS UNDER SKIES 

DARKENED BY SMOKE. BECAUSE TO PERMIT ANARCHY AND VIOLENCE TO 

DESTROY OUR CITIES IS TO SPARK THE BEGINNING OF A CANCEROUS GROWTH 

OF DOUBT, SUSPICION, FEAR AND HATRED THAT WILL GRADUALLY INFECT

THE ENTIRE
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THE ENTIRE POPULACE. VIOLENCE AND ANARCHY WILL MAKE OUR TASK EVEN 

MORE DIFFICULT. POVERTY, DISCRIMINATION AND DEPRIVATION, AS EVIL 

AS THEY ARE, DO NOT JUSTIFY ANARCHY OR VIOLENCE, LOOTING OR BURNING 

MURDER OR ASSASSINATION. OUR LAWS MUST BE OBEYED AND WE MUST TAKE 

EFFECTIVE AND IMMEDIATE POLICE ACTION TO ENFORCE OUR LAWS.

SIXTH, TO FURTHER REDUCE VIOLENCE IN AMERICA WE MUST HAVE 

EFFECTIVE GUN CONTROL LAWS. WE THOUGHT WE WOULD GET SUCH A LAW 

APTER THE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY. WE PRAYED 

THAT WE WOULD GET SUCH A LAW AFTER THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN 

LUTHER KING, JR. WE EXPECTED THE EASY PASSAGE OF SUCH A LAW 

AFTER THE ASSASSINATION OF SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY. WE ARE 

STILL WAITING. WE SHOULD NOW DEMAND THAT AN EFFECTIVE GUN 

CONTROL LAW BE PASSED THIS SESSION, EVEN IF IT MEANS BEING IN

SESSION UNTIL
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SESSION UNTIL NEW YEAR'S EVE. I AM SICK AND TIRED OF CLAIMS

THAT A GUN REGISTRATION LAW POSES A THREAT TO THE LIBERTY OF THE 

AMERICAN PEOPLE. IF WE CANNOT DEFEND OUR SHARES WITH THE THOUSANDS 

OF ICBM'S, THE POLARIS NUCLEAR SUBMARINE FLEET, OUR ARMADAS OF 

LONG RANGE BOMBERS AND OUR MEN IN UNIFORM, DO THESE OPPONENTS OF 

GUN CONTROL LAWS SUGGEST THAT THEY WITH THEIR PISTOLS AND RIFLES 

CAN REPEL THE ENEMY?

LAST YEAR, OVER TWENTY THOUSAND AMERICANS WERE KILLED BY

GUNFIRE, AN INCREASE OF 15% OVER THE PREVIOUS YEAR. AND LAST YEAR

OVER 100,000 AMERICANS WERE WOUNDED BY GUNFIRE. LAST YEAR OVER 

THREE MILLION GUNS WERE PURCHASED BY AMERICANS. THIS YEAR SHOULD 

SET A NEW HIGH RECORD FOR GUN PURCHASES. THIS TREND MUST BE 

REVERSED.

SEVENTH, AN
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SEVENTH, AN AVERAGE AMERICAN STEPPING FORWARD ON GRADUATION 

DAY IN 1969 TO RECEIVE HIS HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA WILL HAVE SPENT 

MORE HOURS IN FRONT OF THE TV SCREEN THAN IN CLASSROOMS. I NEED 

NOT DESCRIBE TO YOU THE VIOLENCE BEING VIEWED BY OUR CHILDREN.

AND WHAT DOES THIS TEACH OUR CHILDREN TODAY? IT TEACHES THEM THAT 

LIFE IS CHEAP AND KILLING IS EASY; THAT VIOLENCE TO THE POINT OF 

DEATH IS ONE WAY OF SOLVING A SOCIAL OR POLITICAL PROBLEM; AND 

THAT CRIME, ON OCCASION, DOES PAY AND PAY WELL.

I CAN ONLY SAY THAT WHEN WE MAKE VIOLENCE FASHIONABLE WE 

MUST BE PREPARED TO PAY THE PRICE AND WE ARE PAYING THAT PRICE 

TODAY.

IT IS APPARENT THAT TODAY’S AMERICA WILL NOT SUPPORT THE 

CENSORSHIP OF TELEVISION. THEREFORE THE MOST EFFECTIVE WAY TO RID

OUR TV SCREENS
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OUR TV SCREENS OF VIOLENCE IS TO STOP WATCHING VIOLENCE AND TO 

PREVENT OUR CHILDREN FROM WATCHING IT. THIS WILL LOWER THE VIEWER 

RATINGS OF THESE SHOWS OF VIOLENCE AND WILL EFFECTIVELY TAKE THEM 

OFF OUR SCREENS.

IF THERE IS TO BE ANY MAJOR CHANGE IN OUR SOCIETY AND ANY 

CONCERTED EFFORT TO REDUCE VIOLENCE AND RESTORE ORDER IN OUR 

COMMUNITIES, IT MUST BEGIN IN THE HOME. ORDER BEGETS ORDER JUST 

AS VIOLENCE BEGETS VIOLENCE. FOR TOO MANY DECADES, WE HAVE 

DELEGATED PARENTAL AUTHORITY AND RESPONSIBILITIES TO THE SCHOOLS, 

CHURCHES AND YOUTH CLUBS. TODAY’S KEYWORD IS PERMISSIVENESS AND 

THE PASSWORD IS "WHY NOT?"

THIS IS PRETTY SQUARE ADVICE IN 1968 BUT IT STILL RINGS

TRUE TO ME. I HAVEN’T NOTED ANY FOUNTAINS OF WISDOM OR CIVIC

IMPROVEMENT
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IMPROVEMENT EMANATING FROM MARIJUANA PARTIES OR PSYCHEDELIC

LOVE-INS AROUND THE COUNTRY. I HAVEN'T MET ANY BEARDED GURUS WHO 

CAN SHOW US HOW TO ELIMINATE HUNGER AND POVERTY.

THERE ARE SIMPLE, CONSTRUCTIVE STEPS WHICH CAN BE TAKEN

IN THE HOME. PARENTS CAN TEACH THEIR CHILDREN THE REAL MEANING 

OF LOVE BY DEMONSTRATING THEIR AFFECTION FOR EACH OTHER AND THEIR 

CHILDREN.

PARENTS CAN UNDERLINE THE IMPORTANCE OF NEIGHBORLY RELATIONS

BETWEEN INDIVIDUALS AND NATIONS BY BEING GOOD NEIGHBORS IN EVERY 

SENSE OF THE WORD.

THE GREAT TRAGEDY OF MAN IS HIS INABILITY TO CONQUER HATE

AND VIOLENCE AND TO REPLACE THESE TRAITS WITH LOVE AND UNDERSTAND— 

ING.

AS SURELY AS
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AS SURELY AS WE MUST REBUILD OUR SHATTERED CITIES, SO MUST 

WE REBUILD WITHIN OUR HEARTS TO CREATE A NEW SOCIETY WHICH TODAY 

SEEMS SO FAR BEYOND OUR REACH.
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12 August 1968

Mrs. Josephine Yadao, Supervisor
County of Hawaii
Hilo, Hawaii

Dear Jo:

I deeply regret that I cannot join the people of Hawaii 
at your testimonial dinner.

However, I wish to take this means to express to you my 
heartfelt admiration of your service as a Supervisor and 
as an individual citizen of our community.

Please accept my sincerest best wishes for continued success 
in your every endeavor.

Warmest aloha.

Sincerely,

DANIEL K. INOUYE
United States Senator

DKI:eyh



SPEECH BY SENATOR DANIEL K. INOUYE
Testimonial Dinner
Hilo, Hawaii
Thursday, 8 August 196 8 <___ Release after 7:00PM

"Law and order!"

This will be the battle cry of most political campaigners as we 
approach that important day in November. Although it is abundantly 
clear that this phrase "law and order" has conveniently replaced 
the word "Nigger" for some of our racist oriented campaigners, there 
is no doubt that this phrase appeals to a vast number of Americans, 
especially the non-Negro Americans. It represents their fear of the 
night. It is an expression of their doubt in the efficacy of our 
police systems to cope with the rising levels of crime in every com— 
munity. For some, it is an expression of their craving for the "good 
old days."

All this is understandable. Man, the social animal, has always craved 
order. He has made the most essential function of his government the 
maintenance of some level of order. This is true in the most sophisti— 
cated as well as the most primitive societies. The Department of 
Justice has been an important part of our system since the days of our 
revolution. On the other hand, the Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare has not yet celebrated its twentieth birthday.

Because of this almost instinctive craving for order, demagogic ex— 
ploitation of this explosive and dangerous issue may further divide 
and separate our Nation's peoples. It could well excite the militant 
and extremist elements of our black and white societies to increase 
their levels of violence.

The Republican convention in Miami has declared that "law and order" 
and urban unrest constitute the major campaign issues for 1968.

Therefore, I believe it would be reasonable to call upon all office 
holders and office seekers to set forth their views on this important 
issue. As a member of the United States Senate, I believe I am 
obligated to share my thoughts on this matter with you.

First, it is imperative that we immediately involve ourselves in a 
mass study of the root causes of this problem. Recently, President 
Johnson's Blue Ribbon Riot Commission issued a most important report. 
It was a candid appraisal of American racism. It vividly described 
the dangerous and tragic consequences of poverty; unequal and inferior 
education; unequal justice; poor and inadequate housing; and the 
frustrations and "I've got nothing to lose" attitude of ghetto dwellers. 
Unfortunately, less than one per cent of our people have read and 
studied this important document. This document may well be the most 
important of this century.
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If our government is to spend a hundred or two hundred billion 
dollars, as suggested by certain leading national candidates, to 
solve this problem, it becomes important that the people of the 
United States acquaint themselves with the information set forth in 
the Riot Commission report. This would suggest to them the immensity 
and scope of this problem. With this study may come the necessary 
support by the people of a multi-billion dollar program. Otherwise, 
our people's response to this expensive program may be a loud and 
clear "nuts".

Second, it would be tragic if the program was simply a mass "spoon 
feeding" operation by the federal government. It would be equally 
tragic if this program were conceived, planned, programmed and ad— 
ministered by cold computers and comfortable bureaucrats residing in 
lily-white suburbs. This program must involve the beneficiaries. 
These people, though their social and economic status may well place 
them on the bottom of the American totem pole, must be given the 
opportunity to participate in every step and phase of the program. 
This would discourage "spoon feeding" and encourage the injection of 
more "self help" into the program.

Third, this program should not be just an application of a fresh coat 
of paint in the ghettos. We can build new and beautiful buildings, 
provide lush playgrounds and parks, build magnificent educational 
facilities, and establish all black police forces in the ghettos, 
but, if all this is done to maintain separate and divided black and 
white societies in America, we move no closer to solving this problem. 
We must build not only new buildings but new neighborhoods. And we 
must live in them — all as full citizens, all as brothers.

Fourth, we, together with responsible leaders of the black community 
must temper the rising expectations of the American Negro. No, we 
should not tell our black brothers and sisters to wait. However, we 
should impress upon them that buildings take years to construct, 
that a child cannot be properly educated in a year, and that attitudes 
forged by decades of separatist racist policies take time to change. 
And, very importantly, office holders and office seekers should not 
make promises that cannot be kept and propose utopian programs that 
cannot be carried out.

Fifth, we must reject violence as a means of protest and, with firm— 
ness, those who preach it. Violence, looting and burning must be 
swiftly put down with massive force. One cannot be discussing the 
root causes of violence and riots under skies darkened by smoke. 
Because to permit anarchy and violence to destroy our cities is to 
spark the beginning of a cancerous growth of doubt, suspicion, fear 
and hatred that will gradually infect the entire populace. Violence 
and anarchy will make our task even more difficult. Poverty, dis— 
crimination and deprivation, as evil as they are, do not justify
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anarchy or violence, looting or burning, murder or assassination.
Our laws must be obeyed and we must take effective and immediate 
police action to enforce our laws.

Sixth, to further reduce violence in America we must have effective 
gun control laws. We thought we would get such a law after the 
assassination of President John F. Kennedy. We prayed that we would 
get such a law after the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
We expected the easy passage of such a law after the assassination of 
Senator Robert F. Kennedy. We are still waiting. We should now 
demand that an effective gun control law be passed this session, even 
if it means being in session until New Year's eve. I am sick and 
tired of claims that a gun registration law poses a threat to the 
liberty of the American people. If we cannot defend our shores with 
the thousands of ICBM's, the Polaris nuclear submarine fleet, our 
armadas of long range bombers and our men in uniform, do these opponents 
of gun control laws suggest that they with their pistols and rifles 
can repel the enemy?

Last year, over twenty thousand Americans were killed by gunfire, an 
increase of 15% over the previous year. And last year over 100,000 
Americans were wounded by gunfire. Last year over three million guns 
were purchased by Americans. This year should set a new high record 
for gun purchases. This trend must be reversed.

Seventh, an average American stepping forward on graduation day in 
1969 to receive his high school diploma will have spent more hours 
in front of the TV screen than in classrooms. I need not describe to 
you the violence being viewed by our children. And what does this 
teach our children today? It teaches them that life is cheap and 
killing is easy; that violence to the point of death is one way of solv— 
ing a social or political problem; and that crime, on occasion, does 
pay and pay well.

I can only say that when we make violence fashionable we must be 
prepared to pay the price and we are paying that price today.

It is apparent that today's America will not support the censorship 
of television. Therefore the most effective way to rid our TV 
screens of violence is to stop watching violence and to prevent our 
children from watching it. This will lower the viewer ratings of 
these shows of violence and will effectively take them off our screens.

If there is to be any major change in our society and any concerted 
effort to reduce violence and restore order in our communities, it must 
begin in the home. Order begets order just as violence begets violence. 
For too many decades, we have delegated parental authority and res— 
ponsibilities to the schools, churches and youth clubs. Today's 
keyword is permissiveness and the password is "why not?"



-4-

This is pretty square advice in 1968 but it still rings true to me.
I haven’t noted any fountains of wisdom or civic improvement emanat— 
ing from marijuana parties or psychedelic love-ins around the country.
I haven't met any bearded gurus who can show us how to eliminate 
hunger and poverty.

There are simple, constructive steps which can be taken in the home. 
Parents can teach their children the real meaning of love by demon— 
strating their affection for each other and their children.

Parents can underline the importance of neighborly relations between 
individuals and nations by being good neighbors in every sense of the 
word.

The great tragedy of man is his inability to conquer hate and violence 
and to replace these traits with love and understanding.

As surely as we must rebuild our shattered cities, so must we rebuild 
within our hearts to create a new society which today seems so far 
beyond our reach.
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I am deeply and truly honored by your presence at this gathering 
this evening. The major tool of my profession is the spoken word, 
and yet I find this evening that I am unable to find the appropriate 
words to adequately thank you. In honoring me, you have honored my 
family — my wife and my parents. I regret that they cannot be here 
to share this honor with me. But, I am certain that they — my 
parents, Maggie and Kenny join me in thanking you for this happy 
evening.

The people of Hawaii have been extremely generous and kind to 
me. They have warmly responded to my candidacy for public office in 
the elections of the past fourteen years. For this I am most grate— 
ful. I pray that I will continue to merit your generous support.

I am especially pleased by the non-partisan nature of this 
evening's gathering, because, though I may be a member of a partisan 
political party, I have attempted in all sincerity to represent 
Hawaii, not as a Democrat, but as an American Senator.

Tonight as you honor me, I wish to in turn honor a truly great 
American. I pray you will permit me this privilege. The man I wish 
to honor is a member of a partisan political party. But today he is 
entering the winter years of his political career, and will never 
again seek elective public office. Therefore I believe that my 
remarks will be in keeping with the non-partisan nature of this great 
dinner.

The man I speak of made a special journey to Maui six years ago 
to honor me at a testimonial dinner. He was ill with a bad cold, but 
he came to honor me. His mind was burdened with distressing news 
he had received relating to the presence of Soviet long range ballistic 
missiles on the Island of Cuba. This information was received by him 
just a few hours prior to his appearance on this island, but he came 
to honor me. He has been Hawaii's friend and I am proud to say that 
he has been my friend. He has served our country with dignity and 
distinction for over thirty years during times of war and peace. But 
today as he enters the winter years of his public career, he has been 
mercilessly, rudely and violently criticized, insulted and attacked. 
Earlier this year, when he made a special trip to Hawaii to meet with 
Asian leaders in his search for the path, to peace in Asia he was 
shamefully treated by some of our residents. With insulting and 
vicious placards and with loud noises, this small group of residents 
attempted to interrupt his speech in Honolulu. I was ashamed and 
embarrassed but he has never once uttered a single harsh word about 
Hawaii even after that shameful demonstration.

A few weeks ago, I received a letter that made me sad and angry. 
The writer warmly congratulated me for my appointment as temporary 
chairman and keynoter of the 1968 National Convention of my party.
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However, after the opening paragraph of much warmth, he proceeded 
to viciously attack the man I speak of tonight. He suggested, in 
closing, that I reject my friend and publicly attack him in my key— 
note address in Chicago. I am certain you know by now that the man 
I speak of is the President of the United States, Lyndon Baines 
Johnson.

Ladies and gentlemen, I will not reject Lyndon Johnson nor will 
I attack him. I intend to praise him.

Am I to reject and attack Lyndon Johnson for his role in 
successfully leading Congress in passing the Medicare Act, a law 
that now provides retirement in dignity and security for millions 
of elderly Americans? Certainly not. Under Medicare and related 
health programs enacted during the administration of President 
Johnson, twenty million elderly Americans are given health pro— 
tection; seven million citizens of low income families are receiving 
medical care; infant mortality has declined 12 per cent in the past 
five years; hundreds of doctors and nurses have received training; 
thirty thousand new hospital beds have been added annually; and, 
community health centers are now serving nearly 50 million people.

Am I to reject and attack Lyndon Johnson because his adminis-
tration proposed and had enacted more than 40 major new laws to 
foster education in our country? Certainly not. The Johnson 
Administration, labelled by some as the "Education Administration", 
has since 1963, tripled our investment in education. During the 
past four years alone our government has spent twice what was spent 
for education in the previous one hundred years.

Am I to reject and attack Lyndon Johnson for his leadership in 
laying in place such building blocks of mankind's survival as the 
Nuclear Test Ban Treaty of 1963, the banning of atomic weapons in 
space in 1967, and the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty in 1968? 
Certainly not. These are important foundations of peace.

Am I to reject and attack Lyndon Johnson for his courageous 
leadership in the critically important area of civil rights? Cer— 
tainly not. During the past eleven years, we have seen the passage 
of five civil rights bills in our entire history. One could add a 
sixth to this list — the Hawaii Statehood Bill. For each of these 
important measures, Lyndon Johnson served as either the author, 
chief architect or primary sponsor. In times when summers are long 
and hot, it is well to remember that Negro registration in the South 
has more than doubled since 1964, and that Negro citizens are running 
for and being elected to public office for the first time since 
reconstruction.

Am I to reject and attack Lyndon Johnson for leading this nation 
into the age of affluence? Certainly not. We have problems with our 
balance of payments and an incipient inflation, but we are still
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embarked on the longest unbroken journey of economic growth and 
prosperity — some ninety months now — in our nation's history.

Obviously, this is a most abbreviated accounting of the Johnson 
Record. And yet there is, as President Johnson said last January, 
"... a restlessness, a questioning ..." in our land. Many Americans 
do not seem to be in the mood for counting their blessings or their 
bank accounts.

In at least two of our greatest universities, learning has been 
brought to a halt by student rebellions; others of the student 
generation have publicly burned draft cards and even the American 
flag.

Crime has soared over eighty per cent above the 1960 levels and 
researchers now tell us that one out of every three Americans is 
afraid to walk in his own neighborhood after dark.

Voices of angry protest are heard throughout our land, crying 
for all manner of freedoms. Yet our political leaders are picketed 
and some who cry loudest for freedom have sought to prevent cabinet 
officers and even our President from speaking in public.

None go so far as publicly to condone a politics of assass— 
nation. Yet assassins' bullets have robbed our country of three 
great leaders within the last five years.

Why? What has gone wrong?

Why, when we have at last had the courage to open the attack on 
the age old curses of disease and ignorance, poverty and prejudice, 
are the black flags of anarchism being hoisted by leaders of the next 
generation? Why, when our maturing society welcomes and appreciates 
art as never before, are our poets and painters so preponderantly 
hostile?

Many have taken convenient refuge from our complex problems by 
blaming our ills and agonies on a difficult and unpopular war. We 
have all heard the pervasive indictments of the immorality of the 
war in Vietnam.

Of course, the Vietnam war is immoral. Whether by the teaching 
of Christ or Buddha, all wars are immoral, even the so-called "good 
wars." During the Crusades, Christians in the name of Jesus Christ 
slaughtered innocent men, women and children and plundered their 
cities — because they were of another faith.

But until all men can learn to live by the lessons of Christ and 
Buddha, there will be wars fought in the quest for justice and for
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the stability that makes possible the moral war against disease, 
poverty and misery. There will be wars fought in the quest of peace 
that has some chance of permanence.

Until men in our world renounce the use of force, then are we 
more immoral to fight now than to deed our sons and grandsons uniforms 
not of their tailoring? Would we be less immoral — if there be such 
a degree — to fracture our solemn commitments and then see our word 
as a nation doubted not only by friends abroad but by those to whom 
we have committed ourselves at home?

These are not intended as easy questions and perhaps there are no 
certain answers.

A few nights ago, I expressed myself in greater detail on this 
complex matter. I hope that my thoughts were worthy of your serious 
consideration.

But when young people riot in China and Czechoslovakia as well as 
at Columbia, in Paris and Berlin as well as Berkeley, I doubt we can 
blame all the troubles of our times on Vietnam.

Why, then, do they riot? Is it because that their expectations 
are rising — and rising faster than we in our imperfect world can 
fulfill them? I believe so.

But we — all of us — must remember that, in the United States 
at least, the revolution we are experiencing was born in a society 
whose democratic processes accommodate change and mobility. We must 
remember that it has been nurtured by the very real progress we have 
made against our problems. We and the revolutionists all must 
remember this as the full complexity of our problems dawn upon us.

We must remember this because the true dimension of our challenge 
is the loss of faith that threatens us. I do not mean simply the loss 
of religious faith — although this erosion is a major contributor to our 
unease. I mean a loss of faith in our country and its institutions, 
a loss of faith in the efficacy of citizenship.

The plain fact is that in the face of change and complexity, of 
disorder and frustration, too many Americans have drifted into alien— 
ation and the use of power for purely destructive purposes. Too many 
Americans have come to believe it is their right to decide, as in— 
dividuals, which of our laws they will obey and which they will violate.

I do not mean to say that all our laws are just. They are not.
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I do not mean to suggest that protest against unjust laws is not proper. 
Performed in an orderly manner, the right to protest is a cornerstone of 
our system. But men like Mohandas Ghandi and Martin Luther King, Jr., 
were prepared to accept the punishments prescribed by unjust laws 
even as they publicly defied them. I have voted against many laws I 
considered wrong. I am sure I will vote against many more.

But I have not burned my birth certificate and I will not renounce 
my citizenship.

Those who do such things are relatively few. But there is a 
much larger number who in the face of challenge and complexity have 
retreated into disengagement and quiet despair. Less destructively 
but no less surely, such men are also retreating from the responsibi— 
lities of citizenship.

Now let us not deceive ourselves about the consequences of 
such abdication. It is anarchy. It is a state in which each 
individual demands instant compliance with his own desires. From 
there it is but a short step to the assumption of the right of each 
individual to decide which of his neighbors shall live and which shall 
not. And so accelerates the sickening spiral of violence which has 
already cost us John Kennedy, Martin Luther King, Jr., and Robert 
Kennedy.

We have been told by these young revolutionists that the revolts 
are against the "system" and that "the establishment" must be torn 
down. But in Paris recently, students cut down hundred year old trees 
to erect temporary street barricades. Those trees had lived through 
two world wars. Some of them had even been through the Revolution 
of 1848 and the Franco-Prussian War. Were the students' goals served 
by the destruction of those trees? How long will it take for their 
beauty and the vitality they symbolized to grow again? What trees 
did the students plant in their place?

Finally, let us remember that even anarchy is only a way station. 
Man the social animal has always craved order. He has made the most 
essential function of his government the maintenance of order. Chaos 
and anarchy have always been preludes to totalitarianism. Adolph 
Hitler demonstrated this.

So let us reject violence as a means of protest and let us reject 
those who preach it. And let us at the same time reject the tempta— 
tion of languid retreat into an indifference that the magnitude of 
our problems cannot afford. Remember that racism and poverty cannot 
be eradicated by indifference.

For if we have done much together, we must do much, much more.
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I pray that you share with me a faith in our country and in its 
processes of orderly, humanistic change. Change and challenge should 
not deter us now; our national history has been that of change and 
challenge.

The need now for new ideas and improved institutions should not 
deter us; we have long been a nation of new ideas.

Fellow citizens, this our country. Some of us have fought hard 
for the right to say that. More are fighting today that they may say 
it with conviction.

We have much to do. Putting aside hatred on one hand and 
timidity on the other, let us grow fresh faith in our purpose and new  
vigor in our citizenship.

Let us plant new "trees" and grow new opportunity. Let us build 
not only new buildings but new neighborhoods.

And then let us live in them — all as full citizens, all as 
brothers.

Aloha.
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I am deeply and truly honored by your presence at this gathering 
this evening. The major tool of my profession is the spoken word, 
and yet I find this evening that I am unable to find the appropriate 
words to adequately thank you. In honoring me, you have honored my 
family — my wife and my parents. I regret that they cannot be here 
to share this honor with me. But, I am certain that they — my 
parents, Maggie and Kenny join me in thanking you for this happy 
evening.

The people of Hawaii have been extremely generous and kind to 
me. They have warmly responded to my candidacy for public office in 
the elections of the past fourteen years. For this I am most grate— 
ful. I pray that I will continue to merit your generous support.

I am especially pleased by the non-partisan nature of this 
evening's gathering, because, though I may be a member of a partisan 
political party, I have attempted in all sincerity to represent 
Hawaii, not as a Democrat, but as an American Senator.

Tonight as you honor me, I wish to in turn honor a truly great 
American. I pray you will permit me this privilege. The man I wish 
 to honor is a member of a partisan political party. But today he is 
entering the winter years of his political career, and will never 
again seek elective public office. Therefore I believe that my
 remarks will be in keeping with the non-partisan nature of this great 
dinner.

The man I speak of made a special journey to Maui six years ago 
to honor me at a testimonial dinner. He was ill with a bad cold, but 
he came to honor me. His mind was burdened with distressing news 
he had received relating to the presence of Soviet long range ballistic 
missiles on the Island of Cuba. This information was received by him 
just a few hours prior to his appearance on this island, but he came 
to honor me. He has been Hawaii's friend and I am proud to say that 
he has been my friend. He has served our country with dignity and 
distinction for over thirty years during times of war and peace. But 
today as he enters the winter years of his public career, he has been 
mercilessly, rudely and violently criticized, insulted and attacked. 
Earlier this year, when he made a special trip to Hawaii to meet with 
Asian leaders in his search for the path to peace in Asia he was 
shamefully treated by some of our residents. With insulting and 
vicious placards and with loud noises, this small group of residents 
attempted to interrupt his speech in Honolulu. I was ashamed and 
embarrassed but he has never once uttered a single harsh word about 
Hawaii even after that shameful demonstration.

A few weeks ago, I received a letter that made me sad and angry. 
The writer warmly congratulated me for my appointment as temporary 
chairman and keynoter of the 1968 National Convention of my party.
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However, after the opening paragraph of much warmth, he proceeded 
to viciously attack the man I speak of tonight. He suggested, in 
closing, that I reject my friend and publicly attack him in my key-
note address in Chicago. I am certain you know by now that the man 
I speak of is the President of the United States, Lyndon Baines 
Johnson.

Ladies and gentlemen, I will not reject Lyndon Johnson nor will 
I attack him. I intend to praise him.

Am I to reject and attack Lyndon Johnson for his role in 
successfully leading Congress in passing the Medicare Act, a law 
that now provides retirement in dignity and security for millions 
of elderly Americans? Certainly not. Under Medicare and related 
health programs enacted during the administration of President 
Johnson, twenty million elderly Americans are given health pro-
tection; seven million citizens of low income families are receiving 
medical care; infant mortality has declined 12 per cent in the past 
five years; hundreds of doctors and nurses have received training; 
thirty thousand new hospital beds have been added annually; and, 
community health centers are now serving nearly 50 million people.

Am I to reject and attack Lyndon Johnson because his adminis-
tration proposed and had enacted more than 40 major new laws to 
foster education in our country? Certainly not. The Johnson 
Administration, labelled by some as the "Education Administration", 
has since 1963, tripled our investment in education. During the 
past four years alone our government has spent twice what was spent 
for education in the previous one hundred years.

Am I to reject and attack Lyndon Johnson for his leadership in 
laying in place such building blocks of mankind's survival as the 
Nuclear Test Ban Treaty of 1963, the banning of atomic weapons in 
space in 1967, and the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty in 1968? 
Certainly not. These are important foundations of peace.

Am I to reject and attack Lyndon Johnson for his courageous 
leadership in the critically important area of civil rights? Cer-
tainly not. During the past eleven years, we have seen the passage 
of five civil rights bills in our entire history. One could add a 
sixth to this list — the Hawaii Statehood Bill. For each of these 
important measures, Lyndon Johnson served as either the author, 
chief architect or primary sponsor. In times when summers are long 
and hot, it is well to remember that Negro registration in the South 
has more than doubled since 1964, and that Negro citizens are running 
for and being elected to public office for the first time since 
reconstruction.

Am I to reject and attack Lyndon Johnson for leading this nation 
into the age of affluence? Certainly not. We have problems with our 
balance of payments and an incipient inflation, but we are still
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embarked on the longest unbroken journey of economic growth and 
prosperity — some ninety months now -- in our nation's history.

Obviously, this is a most abbreviated accounting of the Johnson 
Record. And yet there is, as President Johnson said last January, 
"... a restlessness, a questioning ..." in our land. Many Americans 
do not seem to be in the mood for counting their blessings or their 
bank accounts.

In at least two of our greatest universities, learning has been 
brought to a halt by student rebellions; others of the student 
generation have publicly burned draft cards and even the American 
flag.

Crime has soared over eighty per cent above the 1960 levels and 
researchers now tell us that one out of every three Americans is 
afraid to walk in his own neighborhood after dark.

Voices of angry protest are heard throughout our land, crying 
for all manner of freedoms. Yet our political leaders are picketed 
and some who cry loudest for freedom have sought to prevent cabinet 
officers and even our President from speaking in public.

None go so far as publicly to condone a politics of assass— 
nation. Yet assassins' bullets have robbed our country of three 
great leaders within the last five years.

Why? What has gone wrong?

Why, when we have at last had the courage to open the attack on 
the age old curses of disease and ignorance, poverty and prejudice, 
are the black flags of anarchism being hoisted by leaders of the next 
generation? Why, when our maturing society welcomes and appreciates 
art as never before, are our poets and painters so preponderantly 
hostile?

Many have taken convenient refuge from our complex problems by 
blaming our ills and agonies on a difficult and unpopular war. We 
have all heard the pervasive indictments of the immorality of the 
war in Vietnam.

Of course, the Vietnam war is immoral. Whether by the teaching 
of Christ or Buddha, all wars are immoral, even the so-called "good 
wars." During the Crusades, Christians in the name of Jesus Christ 
slaughtered innocent men, women and children and plundered their 
cities — because they were of another faith.

But until all men can learn to live by the lessons of Christ and 
Buddha, there will be wars fought in the quest for justice and for
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the stability that makes possible the moral war against disease, 
poverty and misery. There will be wars fought in the quest of peace 
that has some chance of permanence.

Until men in our world renounce the use of force, then are we 
more immoral to fight now than to deed our sons and grandsons uniforms 
not of their tailoring? Would we be less immoral — if there be such 
a degree — to fracture our solemn commitments and then see our word 
as a nation doubted not only by friends abroad but by those to whom 
we have committed ourselves at home?

These are not intended as easy questions and perhaps there are no 
certain answers.

A few nights ago, I expressed myself in greater detail on this 
complex matter. I hope that my thoughts were worthy of your serious 
consideration.

But when young people riot in China and Czechoslovakia as well as 
at Columbia, in Paris and Berlin as well as Berkeley, I doubt we can 
blame all the troubles of our times on Vietnam.

Why, then, do they riot? Is it because that their expectations 
are rising — and rising faster than we in our imperfect world can 
fulfill them? I believe so.

But we — all of us — must remember that, in the United States 
at least, the revolution we are experiencing was born in a society 
whose democratic processes accommodate change and mobility. We must 
remember that it has been nurtured by the very real progress we have 
made against our problems. We and the revolutionists all must 
remember this as the full complexity of our problems dawn upon us.

We must remember this because the true dimension of our challenge 
is the loss of faith that threatens us. I do not mean simply the loss 
of religious faith — although this erosion is a major contributor to our 
unease. I mean a loss of faith in our country and its institutions, 
a loss of faith in the efficacy of citizenship.

The plain fact is that in the face of change and complexity, of 
disorder and frustration, too many Americans have drifted into alien— 
ation and the use of power for purely destructive purposes. Too many 
Americans have come to believe it is their right to decide, as in— 
dividuals, which of our laws they will obey and which they will violate.

I do not mean to say that all our laws are just. They are not.
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I do not mean to suggest that protest against unjust laws is not proper. 
Performed in an orderly manner, the right to protest is a cornerstone of 
our system. But men like Mohandas Ghandi and Martin Luther King, Jr., 
were prepared to accept the punishments prescribed by unjust laws 
even as they publicly defied them. I have voted against many laws I 
considered wrong. I am sure I will vote against many more.

But I have not burned my birth certificate and I will not renounce 
my citizenship.

Those who do such things are relatively few. But there is a 
much larger number who in the face of challenge and complexity have 
retreated into disengagement and quiet despair. Less destructively 
but no less surely, such men are also retreating from the responsibi— 
lities of citizenship.

Now let us not deceive ourselves about the consequences of 
such abdication. It is anarchy. It is a state in which each 
individual demands instant compliance with his own desires. From 
there it is but a short step to the assumption of the right of each 
individual to decide which of his neighbors shall live and which shall 
not. And so accelerates the sickening spiral of violence which has 
already cost us John Kennedy, Martin Luther King, Jr., and Robert 
Kennedy.

We have been told by these young revolutionists that the revolts 
are against the "system" and that "the establishment" must be torn 
down. But in Paris recently, students cut down hundred year old trees 
to erect temporary street barricades. Those trees had lived through 
two world wars. Some of them had even been through the Revolution 
of 1848 and the Franco-Prussian War. Were the students' goals served 
by the destruction of those trees? How long will it take for their 
beauty and the vitality they symbolized to grow again? What trees 
did the students plant in their place?

Finally, let us remember that even anarchy is only a way station. 
Man the social animal has always craved order. He has made the most 
essential function of his government the maintenance of order. Chaos 
and anarchy have always been preludes to totalitarianism. Adolph 
Hitler demonstrated this.

So let us reject violence as a means of protest and let us reject 
those who preach it. And let us at the same time reject the tempta— 
tion of languid retreat into an indifference that the magnitude of 
our problems cannot afford. Remember that racism and poverty cannot 
be eradicated by indifference.

For if we have done much together, we must do much, much more.
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I pray that you share with me a faith in our country and in its 
processes of orderly, humanistic change. Change and challenge should 
not deter us now; our national history has been that of change and 
challenge.

The need now for new ideas and improved institutions should not 
deter us; we have long been a nation of new ideas.

Fellow citizens, this our country. Some of us have fought hard 
for the right to say that. More are fighting today that they may say 
it with conviction.

We have much to do. Putting aside hatred on one hand and 
timidity on the other, let us grow fresh faith in our purpose and new 
vigor in our citizenship.

Let us plant new "trees" and grow new opportunity. Let us build 
not only new buildings but new neighborhoods.

And then let us live in them — all as full citizens, all as 
brothers.

Aloha.
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It is in the cause of popular freedom that I speak to you 
tonight. We are at a crossroads in our history. We can fail to 
understand, fail to confront and fail to treat responsibly our 
national problems only at grave peril. But this is not a moment of 
despair; it is not a moment of foreboding. It is a time of uncommon 
opportunity, one which cannot be blighted by dire and gloomy fore— 
casts. Now is the moment when Americans must confront both the 
challenges and opportunities with energy and commitment.

Today we are engaged in the fight for popular freedom and 
justice at home. Here on the streets of our great cities there is a 
battle to be won for peace and for freedom. That battle must be fought 
to achieve opportunity for all Americans. Do we have the means and 
the will to win this fight? Can this society as now constituted solve 
this massive challenge? Streets have been turned to ashes, smoke has 
hung over many of our cities, and has even shrouded the dome of our 
Nation's Capitol. There is a voice of despair; an anguished cry from 
those who feel no hope. There is with some of our youth an impatience, 
a feeling that all authority, all institutions are part of a grand 
conspiracy; a conspiracy involving the great impersonal and interlocked 
institutions of American life — the universities, the corporations, 
the military and the government. In protest, students sit-in the 
dean's offices and even paralyze great universities. There are marches 
on the Pentagon and on the offices of government officials. There are 
many who share a conspiratorial view of this society. They are the 
voices of doom, even of revolution. They see no hope. The dynamism 
of American life is lost to them.

It is not enough to accept history's soothing condolence that 
there is nothing new about troubled times. We must recognize and 
understand that there are those with legitimate grievances and we must 
distinguish them from the merchants of doom. Each individual must have 
an opportunity for direct participation in the affairs of his nation, 
for actual engagement and involvement. Each individual must have an 
equal opportunity to shape his own destiny and that of his nation. 
With constructive desire I am in sympathy. I can understand why many 
young Americans count a civil rights sit-in more relevant than a civil 
rights decision or a civil rights law passed by the Congress — they 
can take part in that sit-in. I can understand why they count the 
Peace Corps more important than a foreign aid program; because they 
can be in the Peace Corps.

So we see boycotts and marches and sit-ins and freedom schools. 
We see complaints about the growing impersonality of the bureaucracy 
of government and of the universities. Now with the wave of discontent 
we are seeing frustration and bitterness. This frustration and bitter— 
ness can all too easily turn into destructive forces — destructive of 
our national fabric.
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All of us should remember and ponder the somber judgment of a 
great historian who, when writing the history of Rome declared: "When 
anyone able to command the streets for a few hours could impress on 
his subjects the legal stamp of the sovereign peoples' will — then 
Rome had reached not the beginning but the end of popular freedom ..."

In truth, it seems to some that the struggle is being lost, 
that we are a sick society, that our nation is destined to fall into 
anarchy. I cannot accept this and you should not accept it. We are not 
a nation doomed. We are, rather, coming to grips with the obstacles 
that impede the achievement of true social justice and opportunity. We 
are in the midst of change that the system has generated, change which 
is necessary to a dynamic, great nation. I do not for the moment mean 
to say that we have conquered all; that we have found for ourselves 
the best of all possible solutions to any of our problems, either now 
and for the future. I do say that improvement can come within the 
framework of our constitution; of our normal democratic processes of 
election and representation.

I reject the notion that all direct action must be prohibited.

I also reject the notion that anybody has the right to demand 
unconditional compliance with his desires within or without the law.

I reject the notion that person or property can be seized and 
destroyed.

I reject the notion that this nation must tolerate stormtrooper 
activity in the streets.

I reject all of these things because of my belief that the 
democratic process can best cure whatever ills our society confronts.

More than anything else I reject the notion that any American 
should hang his head in despair. Those who do so have given up. They 
are the ones who, in a sense, have become the enemies of their society — 
for they do nothing to improve it. They only carp and complain.

We have done much but we must do more. We should glory in 
working for a better nation. We should roll up our sleeves and each 
one of us ask again, what can I truly do for my country? What can I 
do to meet all of my country's challenges? These challenges are not 
simple. They cannot be met by the Federal Government alone. There is 
enough for all of us to do, and there is something that each of us can 
do.

We must all be concerned with economic prosperity and the 
availability of jobs. We must assure that every child can start school 
on an equal footing with his classmates and seek as much education as 
he can absorb and go as far as his talent will take him. Our national
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resources for health have grown but this growth has not matched an 
increasing national aspiration for better health and better medical care 
for every person. We must work to assure that there is adequate housing 
for all our citizens, for the very basis of man's condition is his home. 
It is that home where he can find promise and peace. In the broader 
sense, society will never be what it can be until we have improved the 
life in our cities. And the core of this problem is people and the life 
they lead. We must build not just more housing units but better neigh— 
borhoods. We must construct better schools to better educate our 
children. We must not only raise income, but create beauty and find 
better ways and means to prevent the poisoning of our environment. And 
these problems themselves must be understood as they impinge on each 
person, young and old. Older citizens of our society must be looked 
upon not as a burden. They must have opportunity to enrich their lives 
and as a result the lives of all of us. We must make new opportunities 
for the poor -- job opportunities, education for the young, and the 
chance to join in cooperative self-help agencies are all needed to 
improve the lives of the poor. We must not forget that the poor do not 
all live in the cities. Increased farm productivity has, paradoxically 
left many rural people with low incomes. This massive upheaval has 
brought migration to the cities along with wide-spread rural poverty. 
And there are other problems. The consumer must be assured that he or 
she gets a fair and honest exchange for his or her hard earned dollar.

These are just a few of the many challenges which must be 
met — and are being met — but we know that they cannot be met through 
lawlessness or through violence. Neither can the situation be helped 
through demands for unconditional surrender by organized society. If 
we are to achieve, if we are to attain social justice, we must agree 
with President Johnson's observation that "public order is the first 
job of government." For the past decade the national crime rate has 
been rising. $4 billion is lost each year through crime. We have 
neglected our system of law enforcement and criminal justice. But while 
we have neglected it in the past, we are not doing so now. The National 
Crime Commission, established by President Johnson in 1965, has issued 
a report which was a milestone and has established procedures and 
practices for Federal, state and local governments. In 1967 over 33,000 
indictments were brought, reflecting the largest number of criminal 
suits in a decade. The number of attorneys in the Organized Crime 
Section of the Department of Justice has been increased to an all time 
high. A new Federal Judicial Center has been established to revitalize 
and modernize the federal court system. There has been assistance to 
federal and local law enforcement officials. While approaching these 
problems directly there has been a parallel and unprecedented effort 
to strike at the sources which breed crime. The fight against crime 
is essentially a local matter. Our main areas of concern must be police 
equipment and training, higher salaries for law enforcement personnel, 
better control of narcotics and drugs, control of juvenile delinquency, 
improved correctional institutions and better methods of dealing with 
riots. Those who despair ignore the efforts in these areas.
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But law and order is not an end in itself. Law and order 
provides only the environment, the framework, which makes other 
programs possible. For instance, we know all too well that segregation 
and discrimination are both illegal and immoral. We have come to 
understand that unemployment and poverty are hand-maidens of racism and 
lead to the blight we find in so many of our urban communities.

In the area of civil rights, the Congress, expressing the will 
of our people, has acted. We now have on our books five basic and vital 
pieces of legislation. We have the Civil Rights Acts of 1957, 1960, 
1964, 1965 and 1968. As a direct result of this legislation, Negroes 
in the South have been able to register. Negro registration has in— 
creased 118% since 1964. Negroes are running and being elected to 
municipal and state offices for the first time since the Reconstruction 
period. But with these advances has come a rising tide of expectation. 
Hopes crushed by lack of opportunity are finding a new impatience. 
And this impatience is not unreasonable, for laws may be changed but 
the social fabric of a nation is not rewoven so rapidly. Until equality 
is attained, in fact, we will continue to suffer the agony of our social 
revolution.

The important point we must all appreciate is that our social 
revolution was born within our system of government. There may have 
been birth pains, and there will be growth pains, but these presage 
the maturing of full and meaningful equality among all Americans.

I stand before you with the pride of an American who is con— 
cerned about the quality of life of our people. I stand before you and 
say that this country must have safe streets in our cities — and we 
will; that we must have law and order — and we will. Most of all, 
we must have social justice — and we will.

We will have these things because our nation is committed to 
self-improvement. We are not a sick, uncaring, heartless society 
neglecting its people. For the past four years our Federal Government 
has spent twice as much for education than was spent in the previous 
100 years. As a direct result, 9 million deprived children, in 18,000 
school districts, in all fifty states, are receiving special educational 
enrichment programs and over 1 million students are now receiving higher 
education.

Our Medicare and Medicaid programs, enacted in 1965, are providing older 
Americans with health care -- 19 1/2 million are enrolled in Medicare 
alone. Federal expenditures in 1968 for federal health programs will 
be nearly five times what they were in 1960.
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Earlier I mentioned the blight of our cities and the urban and 
rural poverty which contributes to it, but do you realize that four 
years ago there was no Poverty Program? That the Office of Economic 
Opportunity was established only in 1964 and received funds for the 
first time in 1965? At that time 35 million Americans lived in poverty 
and welfare programs helped the poor to survive but offered no hope of 
escape. Since 1964 six million people have been lifted from the state 
of poverty through the assistance of some 40 different programs. The 
poor now have a better chance to find decent jobs and homes and health 
care and education for their children. Do you realize that the federal 
commitment for the conquest is now $27.7 billion, more than double that 
of 1964? But even here we have an unfinished agenda. Let there be no 
mistake about it. Despite the heartening progress that has been made, 
some 29 million Americans still live in poverty, among whom are 900,000 
poor teenagers in danger of becoming dropouts from society. Infant 
mortality rates for the poor are double that of the national average and 
in ghettos seven times as high. So, much more is needed and this 
administration has proposed to meet these needs. They will be met by 
authorizing increases in the poverty program, by changes in the Housing 
and Urban Development Act, and through a massive new program spearheaded 
by the National Alliance of Businessmen. Jobs and training will be 
provided for 500,000 hard core unemployed over the next three years.

I could go on program by program and problem by problem to 
show that this country is acting to fulfill its responsibilities. 
Don’t let anyone confuse you about that. Of course, we have problems. 
But we know what they are. We will find the answers and we will take 
the necessary action.

All of us have the great opportunity to build a stronger 
America with full and equal opportunity for all. We can have a nation 
of citizens with self-respect and self-reliance regardless of race, 
creed or color.

There are some who would say that we cannot afford all these 
programs but they are of the same breed as those who said we couldn’t 
afford Social Security in 1935; that we couldn’t afford minimum wage 
legislation in 1938. They were wrong then and they are wrong today. 
We can afford to build the America we want. What we cannot afford 
is hungry children, old people denied proper medical care. We cannot 
afford inadequate schools, poorly housed families, denial of job 
opportunities. We cannot afford to deny the promise of the American 
dream. America was not built by the "Cannot-Afford-Its." It was built 
by those who dared to dream and those willing to back up their dreams 
with hard work. Sure, we can do more and we will do more. But, my 
friends, don't be deceived by those who carry the simplistic answers 
to whatever problems come up at home or abroad. We must recognize the 
complexity of the problems we confront and we must keep working. I 
stand with the late Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. who said: "I refuse
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to believe that mankind is so tragically bound to the starless 
midnight of racism and war that the bright day of peace and brother— 
hood can never become a reality". Peace and brotherhood can be ours 
if we will have the courage, have the strength, have the patience and 
the wisdom to achieve it. We can achieve it if we act with the 
boldness that is America.



SPEECH BY SENATOR DANIEL K, INOUYE
Democratic Convention, Hawaii State
May 11, 1968

It is in the cause of popular freedom that I speak to you 
tonight. We are at a crossroads in our history. We can fail to 
understand, fail to confront and fail to treat responsibly our 
national problems only at grave peril. But this is not a moment of 
despair; it is not a moment of foreboding. It is a time of uncommon 
opportunity, one which cannot be blighted by dire and gloomy fore— 
casts. Now is the moment when Americans must confront both the 
challenges and opportunities with energy and commitment.

Today we are engaged in the fight for popular freedom and 
justice at home. Here on the streets of our great cities there is a 
battle to be won for peace and for freedom. That battle must be fought 
to achieve opportunity for all Americans. Do we have the means and 
the will to win this fight? Can this society as now constituted solve 
this massive challenge? Streets have been turned to ashes, smoke has 
hung over many of our cities, and has even shrouded the dome of our 
Nation's Capitol. There is a voice of despair; an anguished cry from 
those who feel no hope. There is with some of our youth an impatience, 
a feeling that all authority, all institutions are part of a grand 
conspiracy; a conspiracy involving the great impersonal and interlocked 
institutions of American life — the universities, the corporations, 
the military and the government. In protest, students sit-in the 
dean's offices and even paralyze great universities. There are marches 
on the Pentagon and on the offices of government officials. There are 
many who share a conspiratorial view of this society. They are the 
voices of doom, even of revolution. They see no hope. The dynamism 
of American life is lost to them.

It is not enough to accept history's soothing condolence that 
there is nothing new about troubled times. We must recognize and 
understand that there are those with legitimate grievances and we must 
distinguish them from the merchants of doom. Each individual must have 
an opportunity for direct participation in the affairs of his nation, 
for actual engagement and involvement. Each individual must have an 
equal opportunity to shape his own destiny and that of his nation. 
With constructive desire I am in sympathy. I can understand why many 
young Americans count a civil rights sit-in more relevant than a civil 
rights decision or a civil rights law passed by the Congress — they 
can take part in that sit-in. I can understand why they count the 
Peace Corps more important than a foreign aid program; because they 
can be in the Peace Corps.

So we see boycotts and marches and sit-ins and freedom schools. 
We see complaints about the growing impersonality of the bureaucracy 
of government and of the universities. Now with the wave of discontent 
we are seeing frustration and bitterness. This frustration and bitter— 
ness can all too easily turn into destructive forces — destructive of 
our national fabric.
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All of us should remember and ponder the somber judgment of a 
great historian who, when writing the history of Rome declared: "When 
anyone able to command the streets for a few hours could impress on 
his subjects the legal stamp of the sovereign peoples' will — then 
Rome had reached not the beginning but the end of popular freedom ..."

In truth, it seems to some that the struggle is being lost, 
that we are a sick society, that our nation is destined to fall into 
anarchy. I cannot accept this and you should not accept it. We are not 
a nation doomed. We are, rather, coming to grips with the obstacles 
that impede the achievement of true social justice and opportunity. We 
are in the midst of change that the system has generated, change which 
is necessary to a dynamic, great nation. I do not for the moment mean 
to say that we have conquered all; that we have found for ourselves 
the best of all possible solutions to any of our problems, either now 
and for the future. I do say that improvement can come within the 
framework of our constitution; of our normal democratic processes of 
election and representation.

I reject the notion that all direct action must be prohibited.

I also reject the notion that anybody has the right to demand 
unconditional compliance with his desires within or without the law.

I reject the notion that person or property can be seized and 
destroyed.

I reject the notion that this nation must tolerate stormtrooper 
activity in the streets.

I reject all of these things because of my belief that the 
democratic process can best cure whatever ills our society confronts.

More than anything else I reject the notion that any American 
should hang his head in despair. Those who do so have given up. They 
are the ones who, in a sense, have become the enemies of their society — 
for they do nothing to improve it. They only carp and complain.

We have done much but we must do more. We should glory in 
working for a better nation. We should roll up our sleeves and each 
one of us ask again, what can I truly do for my country? What can I 
do to meet all of my country's challenges? These challenges are not 
simple. They cannot be met by the Federal Government alone. There is 
enough for all of us to do, and there is something that each of us can 
do.

We must all be concerned with economic prosperity and the 
availability of jobs. We must assure that every child can start school 
on an equal footing with his classmates and seek as much education as 
he can absorb and go as far as his talent will take him. Our national
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resources. for health have grown but this growth has not matched an 
increasing national aspiration for better health and better medical care 
for every person. We must work to assure that there is adequate housing 
for all our citizens, for the very basis of man's condition is his home. 
It is that home where he can find promise and peace. In the broader 
sense, society will never be what it can be until we have improved the 
life in our cities. And the core of this problem is people and the life 
they lead. We must build not just more housing units but better neigh— 
borhoods. We must construct better schools to better educate our 
children. We must not only raise income, but create beauty and find 
better ways and means to prevent the poisoning of our environment. And 
these problems themselves must be understood as they impinge on each 
person, young and old. Older citizens of our society must be looked 
upon not as a burden. They must have opportunity to enrich their lives 
and as a result the lives of all of us. We must make new opportunities 
for the poor — job opportunities, education for the young, and the 
chance to join in cooperative self-help agencies are all needed to 
improve the lives of the poor. We must not forget that the poor do not 
all live in the cities. Increased farm productivity has, paradoxically 
left many rural people with low incomes. This massive upheaval has 
brought migration to the cities along with wide-spread rural poverty. 
And there are other problems. The consumer must be assured that he or 
she gets a fair and honest exchange for his or her hard earned dollar.

These are just a few of the many challenges which must be 
met — and are being met — but we know that they cannot be met through 
lawlessness or through violence. Neither can the situation be helped 
through demands for unconditional surrender by organized society. If 
we are to achieve, if we are to attain social justice, we must agree 
with President Johnson's observation that "public order is the first 
job of government." For the past decade the national crime rate has 
been rising. $4 billion is lost each year through crime. We have 
neglected our system of law enforcement and criminal justice. But while 
we have neglected it in the past, we are not doing so now. The National 
Crime Commission, established by President Johnson in 1965, has issued 
a report which was a milestone and has established procedures and 
practices for Federal, state and local governments. In 1967 over 33,000 
indictments were brought, reflecting the largest number of criminal 
suits in a decade. The number of attorneys in the Organized Crime 
Section of the Department of Justice has been increased to an all time 
high. A new Federal Judicial Center has been established to revitalize 
and modernize the federal court system. There has been assistance to 
federal and local law enforcement officials. While approaching these 
problems directly there has been a parallel and unprecedented effort 
to strike at the sources which breed crime. The fight against crime 
is essentially a local matter. Our main areas of concern must be police 
equipment and training, higher salaries for law enforcement personnel, 
better control of narcotics and drugs, control of juvenile delinquency, 
improved correctional institutions and better methods of dealing with 
riots. Those who despair ignore the efforts in these areas.
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But law and order is not an end in itself. Law and order 
provides only the environment, the framework, which makes other 
programs possible. For instance, we know all too well that segregation 
and discrimination are both illegal and immoral. We have come to 
understand that unemployment and poverty are hand-maidens of racism and 
lead to the blight we find in so many of our urban communities.

In the area of civil rights, the Congress, expressing the will 
of our people, has acted. We now have on our books five basic and vital 
pieces of legislation. We have the Civil Rights Acts of 1957, 1960, 
1964, 1965 and 1968. As a direct result of this legislation, Negroes 
in the South have been able to register. Negro registration has in— 
creased 118% since 1964. Negroes are running and being elected to 
municipal and state offices for the first time since the Reconstruction 
period. But with these advances has come a rising tide of expectation. 
Hopes crushed by lack of opportunity are finding a new impatience. 
And this impatience is not unreasonable, for laws may be changed but 
the social fabric of a nation is not rewoven so rapidly. Until equality 
is attained, in fact, we will continue to suffer the agony of our social 
revolution.

The important point we must all appreciate is that our social 
revolution was born within our system of government. There may have 
been birth pains, and there will be growth pains, but these presage 
the maturing of full and meaningful equality among all Americans.

I stand before you with the pride of an American who is con— 
cerned about the quality of life of our people. I stand before you and 
say that this country must have safe streets in our cities — and we 
will; that we must have law and order — and we will. Most of all, 
we must have social justice — and we will.

We will have these things because our nation is committed to 
self-improvement. We are not a sick, uncaring, heartless society 
neglecting its people. For the past four years our Federal Government 
has spent twice as much for education than was spent in the previous 
100 years. As a direct result, 9 million deprived children, in 18,000 
school districts, in all fifty states, are receiving special educational 
enrichment programs and over 1 million students are now receiving higher 
education.

Our Medicare and Medicaid programs, enacted in 1965, are providing older 
Americans with health care — 19 1/2 million are enrolled in Medicare 
alone. Federal expenditures in 1968 for federal health programs will 
be nearly five times what they were in 1960.
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Earlier I mentioned the blight of our cities and the urban and 
rural poverty which contributes to it, but do you realize that four 
years ago there was no Poverty Program? That the Office of Economic 
Opportunity was established only in 1964 and received funds for the 
first time in 1965? At that time 35 million Americans lived in poverty 
and welfare programs helped the poor to survive but offered no hope of 
escape. Since 1964 six million people have been lifted from the state 
of poverty through the assistance of some 40 different programs. The 
poor now have a better chance to find decent jobs and homes and health 
care and education for their children. Do you realize that the federal 
commitment for the conquest is now $27.7 billion, more than double that 
of 1964? But even here we have an unfinished agenda. Let there be no 
mistake about it. Despite the heartening progress that has been made, 
some 29 million Americans still live in poverty, among whom are 900,000 
poor teenagers in danger of becoming dropouts from society. Infant 
mortality rates for the poor are double that of the national average and 
in ghettos seven times as high. So, much more is needed and this 
administration has proposed to meet these needs. They will be met by 
authorizing increases in the poverty program, by changes in the Housing 
and Urban Development Act, and through a massive new program spearheaded 
by the National Alliance of Businessmen. Jobs and training will be 
provided for 500,000 hard core unemployed over the next three years.

I could go on program by program and problem by problem to 
show that this country is acting to fulfill its responsibilities. 
Don't let anyone confuse you about that. Of course, we have problems. 
But we know what they are. We will find the answers and we will take 
the necessary action.

All of us have the great opportunity to build a stronger 
America with full and equal opportunity for all. We can have a nation 
of citizens with self-respect and self-reliance regardless of race, 
creed or color.

There are some who would say that we cannot afford all these 
programs but they are of the same breed as those who said we couldn't 
afford Social Security in 1935; that we couldn't afford minimum wage 
legislation in 1938. They were wrong then and they are wrong today. 
We can afford to build the America we want. What we cannot afford 
is hungry children, old people denied proper medical care. We cannot 
afford inadequate schools, poorly housed families, denial of job 
opportunities. We cannot afford to deny the promise of the American 
dream. America was not built by the "Cannot-Afford-Its." It was built 
by those who dared to dream and those willing to back up their dreams 
with hard work. Sure, we can do more and we will do more. But, my 
friends, don't be deceived by those who carry the simplistic answers 
to whatever problems come up at home or abroad. We must recognize the 
complexity of the problems we confront and we must keep working. I 
stand with the late Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. who said: "I refuse
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to believe that mankind is so tragically bound to the starless 
midnight of racism and war that the bright day of peace and brother— 
hood can never become a reality". Peace and brotherhood can be ours 
if we will have the courage, have the strength, have the patience and 
the wisdom to achieve it. We can achieve it if we act with the 
boldness that is America.



Speech by Senator Daniel K. Inouye

Annual Meeting of the Oahu Chapter General Council 
Hawaiian Government Employees' Association, Inc. 
Saturday, May 11, 1968

A NATIONAL POLICE FORCE?

Today, I wish to speak of a great nation.

It is a nation beset with a number of difficult problems ranging from a 
serious gold imbalance to deep political rifts within its own people.

It is seriously burdened by the costs of a difficult conflict far from its 
shores and its people include a large segment of oppressed citizens who have taken 
to burning and looting its great cities to underline their frustration.

I think all of you have guessed by now that I speak of our own country, 
the United States of America.

Fortunately, none of the problems which confront us are insoluble.

Our fiscal experts are convinced that a tax increase and other less pain— 
ful measures will check the inflationary trend which now concerns so many of our 
people.

I am hopeful and confident that the quadrennial dialogue between the 
American people and their Presidential candidates will result in a new sense of 
unity and purpose after the November elections.

We are now prepared to embark on a series of peace talks with repre— 
sentatives of the Hanoi government and I believe that both sides are anxious to 
achieve a reasonable settlement so that we can get on with peaceful pursuits in 
Asia and other parts of the globe.

But there are no peace conferences scheduled between white and black 
America. There are no arguments as to whether the talks should be held in 
Birmingham, Detroit, Newark, Watts or Washington.

If anything, the recent wave of new riots and disorders seems to have 
resulted in a hardening of positions on both sides.

These riots and disorders bring a new sense of insecurity and fear to 
white and black communities alike. In normal times the average citizen knows 
that he can depend on his community police force to keep law and order. But in
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recent years we have learned that not even the most devoted and professional law 
enforcement agency alone can quell civil disorder any more than it can prevent 
civil disorder.

To paraphrase the findings of the Report of the National Advisory Com— 
mission on Civil Disorders, "The thin blue line is too thin. " In city after city, 
when the situation threatened to get out of hand, we have been forced to call in 
Federal troops.

In Washington, during the height of the riots a few weeks ago, we had 
some 12, 000 troops, more than twice as many men as were involved in the defense 
of Khe Sanh. The presence of the troops, together with the imposition of a strict 
curfew, quickly restored order.

Citizens who felt threatened by the disturbance, for valid or invalid 
reasons, welcomed the presence of the young soldiers and there were those in the 
Halls of Congress who forcefully argued that they should be retained in Washington 
all summer and even permanently, if necessary.

But there were others, and I include myself in this number, who were 
seriously disturbed by the realization that we were forced to employ armed Federal 
troops to protect one group of citizens from the destructive forces unleashed by 
another.

My mind went back to another time during World War II in Hawaii when 
our islands were placed under martial law and military justice became the law of 
the land. Few Americans were aware of what happened in the islands in those days 
and few Americans today realize how the very freedoms they take for granted will 
be jeopardized if we are confronted with a great escalation of civil disorders in the 
long hot summer ahead.

Today, countless letters cross my desk -- letters from constituents in 
Hawaii and from citizens from every corner of the country -- about this problem. 
All of them ask, in essence, the same questions.

"What is the President going to do about the riots and crime in our 
streets? When is the Federal Government going to stop the riots? What's wrong 
with the police in Washington -- or Newark -- or Detroit?"

It is indeed ironic that such letters should refer to a President who has 
done more to advance the cause of civil rights than any President in our history. 
But is is part and parcel of a growing tendency in this country to abandon more 
community responsibilities and look to Washington for solutions.

In recent years, because of the failure or inability of states and com— 
munities to accept or assume their responsibilities, the Congress has been forced
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to enact legislation to prod them into action. This is true in a vast range of areas 
from education to air and water pollution. But if we are ready to abandon the police 
function to the Federal Government and establish a National Police Force then I 
fear for our freedoms and the future of our Democratic form of government. One 
need only look at the history of the formation of Right and Left Wing dictatorships 
in the 20th Century to be aware of the dangers.

The roll call is a long one and I will mention but a few: the Fascist 
governments in Spain and Italy before World War II; the Nazi ideology in Germany; 
the military takeover of Japan; the establishment of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics. All of these, and others which followed them, became known in the 
press as police states and there was a very good reason for this descriptive phrase.

In every case, control of the local police throughout the nation was 
essential to the ultimate imposition of dictatorial laws which could not be ques— 
tioned in the courts. Those citizens who had the moral fortitude to resist such 
actions were summarily executed, vanished without a trace, or were sentenced 
to long terms in concentration camps which often led to their death from star— 
vation, torture or overwork.

Once control of the police was effected, it was a simple matter to liqui— 
date the other free institutions in each community, including the press, the courts 
and religious institutions. Control of the populace then became absolute.

To those who cry, "It can't happen here!, " I say you should seriously 
question those who advocate Federal solutions to our "crime in the streets" prob— 
lem. A National Police Force could be the next step — a terrible step backwards.

Tragic events of recent years — the assassination of President Kennedy 
and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., the savage attacks on Negro citizens in Bir— 
mingham, and the civil disorders that have swept this country — have eroded our 
image abroad and our own faith in ourselves as a proud people.

We yearn for a salvation that we will never find in our Nation’s Capital. 
Instead we must look into our own hearts and our own communities for the answers. 
But the Federal Government can and does provide direction as well as technical 
and financial assistance.

I believe that such direction and assistance has sparked a rededication 
on the part of all federal, state and local government employees to help build a 
better community for themselves and for the people whom they serve.

Without your professional knowledge, general competence and devotion 
to duty, we would fail in our efforts to build a better future. But much remains 
undone.
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Our community police departments, for example, must be made more 
attractive as a career service.

One of the major problems in the ghettos of America today is the lack of 
anything approaching good relations between police and ghetto residents. The 
policeman becomes the target for deep hostility because he is the symbol, not only 
of law and order, but the entire system of law enforcement and criminal justice, 
and white society and all that it stands for in the eyes of our Negroes.

We must eliminate police brutality, verbal abuse and harrassment and 
we must improve police protection for ghetto residents. To do this we must recruit 
more men who possess a good understanding of the Negro problem which will enable 
them to establish a rapport with people in their precinct. Above all, we must con-
vince the Negro that we are doing everything within our power to give him the equal 
opportunities which he seeks.

If you find it difficult to share my concern with the Negro problem in 
America, I am not surprised. We have a small Negro community in Hawaii and 
most of its members are gainfully occupied in middle-class occupations or as 
members of the armed services. But our population is expanding rapidly and so 
is our need for relatively unskilled labor. The time may come, and the prospect 
of lower transportation costs between the Mainland and Hawaii would appear to 
make it inevitable, when our Negro population will increase sharply. Should that 
time arrive, I can only say that it will test the reputation of Hawaii as a haven -- 
a home for people of all races who have found a way to live in tranquility together.

The various agencies of our state and local governments -- and the 
citizenry as well -- should prepare for this day so that past mistakes will not be 
repeated in the islands. One way to do this is to concentrate more fully on the 
needs of the disadvantaged citizens that we do have in Hawaii today.

In our efforts to help the disadvantaged, we often fail to recognize the 
need for well-founded public information programs which will help them to under— 
stand federal, state or local programs which are designed to assist them. Too 
many of them have had personal experiences with self-righteous social workers, 
arrogant welfare office clerks, or unconscionable police officers. Their view of 
government is therefore vastly different than our own. They are fearful, dis— 
trustful or even antagonistic.

Those of us in government who deal with the poor need all the compassion 
and understanding we can muster. We were fortunate not to have had an alcoholic 
for a father or a drug addict for a mother. We must not dwell on the past of the un-
fortunate individual but, rather, seek in every way to open up new opportunities for 
him in the future. There is no room for cynicism in dealing with the problems 
which America faces today.
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Hawaii need apologize to no one for its record of social services and 
benefits offered to its disadvantaged citizens. We have attracted a high caliber 
of dedicated personnel to jobs in our local and state governments.

But the stable and harmonious society which we enjoy in Hawaii today 
should not encourage us to be smug about our future.

One need only look at what happened in Bermuda recently and the news— 
paper headlines -- "Trouble in Paradise." Bermuda residents are undoubtedly 
bewildered by it all and they are certainly deeply concerned with the threat it poses 
to that island's tourist industry.

We in Hawaii are about to be engulfed in a whirlpool of change which will 
challenge our ability to maintain our identity as a very special American community 
in the Pacific. On every side we will be forced to cope with growth problems un— 
dreamed of a few years ago.

But we in Hawaii are a visionary people. We have always looked beyond 
our horizons and I am confident that we stand ready to greet our tomorrows in the 
traditional spirit of our people.

We shall prevail.
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A NATIONAL POLICE FORCE?

Today, I wish to speak of a great nation.

It is a nation beset with a number of difficult problems ranging from a 
serious gold imbalance to deep political rifts within its own people.

It is seriously burdened by the costs of a difficult conflict far from its 
shores and its people include a large segment of oppressed citizens who have taken 
to burning and looting its great cities to underline their frustration.

I think all of you have guessed by now that I speak of our own country, 
the United States of America.

Fortunately, none of the problems which confront us are insoluble.

Our fiscal experts are convinced that a tax increase and other less pain— 
ful measures will check the inflationary trend which now concerns so many of our 
people.

I am hopeful and confident that the quadrennial dialogue between the 
American people and their Presidential candidates will result in a new sense of 
unity and purpose after the November elections.

We are now prepared to embark on a series of peace talks with repre— 
sentatives of the Hanoi government and I believe that both sides are anxious to 
achieve a reasonable settlement so that we can get on with peaceful pursuits in 
Asia and other parts of the globe.

But there are no peace conferences scheduled between white and black 
America. There are no arguments as to whether the talks should be held in 
Birmingham, Detroit, Newark, Watts or Washington.

If anything, the recent wave of new riots and disorders seems to have 
resulted in a hardening of positions on both sides.

These riots and disorders bring a new sense of insecurity and fear to 
white and black communities alike. In normal times the average citizen knows 
that he can depend on his community police force to keep law and order. But in
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recent years we have learned that not even the most devoted and professional law 
enforcement agency alone can quell civil disorder any more than it can prevent 
civil disorder.

To paraphrase the findings of the Report of the National Advisory Com— 
mission on Civil Disorders, "The thin blue line is too thin. " In city after city, 
when the situation threatened to get out of hand, we have been forced to call in 
Federal troops.

In Washington, during the height of the riots a few weeks ago, we had 
some 12,000 troops, more than twice as many men as were involved in the defense 
of Khe Sanh. The presence of the troops, together with the imposition of a strict 
curfew, quickly restored order.

Citizens who felt threatened by the disturbance, for valid or invalid 
reasons, welcomed the presence of the young soldiers and there were those in the 
Halls of Congress who forcefully argued that they should be retained in Washington 
all summer and even permanently, if necessary.

But there were others, and I include myself in this number, who were 
seriously disturbed by the realization that we were forced to employ armed Federal 
troops to protect one group of citizens from the destructive forces unleashed by 
another.

My mind went back to another time during World War II in Hawaii when 
our islands were placed under martial law and military justice became the law of 
the land. Few Americans were aware of what happened in the islands in those days 
and few Americans today realize how the very freedoms they take for granted will 
be jeopardized if we are confronted with a great escalation of civil disorders in the 
long hot summer ahead.

Today, countless letters cross my desk -- letters from constituents in 
Hawaii and from citizens from every corner of the country -- about this problem. 
All of them ask, in essence, the same questions.

"What is the President going to do about the riots and crime in our 
streets? When is the Federal Government going to stop the riots? What's wrong 
with the police in Washington -- or Newark -- or Detroit?"

It is indeed ironic that such letters should refer to a President who has 
done more to advance the cause of civil rights than any President in our history. 
But is is part and parcel of a growing tendency in this country to abandon more 
community responsibilities and look to Washington for solutions.

In recent years, because of the failure or inability of states and com— 
munities to accept or assume their responsibilities, the Congress has been forced
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to enact legislation to prod them into action. This is true in a vast range of areas 
from education to air and water pollution. But if we are ready to abandon the police 
function to the Federal Government and establish a National Police Force then I 
fear for our freedoms and the future of our Democratic form of government. One 
need only look at the history of the formation of Right and Left Wing dictatorships 
in the 20th Century to be aware of the dangers.

The roll call is a long one and I will mention but a few: the Fascist 
governments in Spain and Italy before World War II; the Nazi ideology in Germany; 
the military takeover of Japan; the establishment of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics. All of these, and others which followed them, became known in the 
press as police states and there was a very good reason for this descriptive phrase.

In every case, control of the local police throughout the nation was 
essential to the ultimate imposition of dictatorial laws which could not be ques— 
tioned in the courts. Those citizens who had the moral fortitude to resist such 
actions were summarily executed, vanished without a trace, or were sentenced 
to long terms in concentration camps which often led to their death from star— 
vation, torture or overwork.

Once control of the police was effected, it was a simple matter to liqui— 
date the other free institutions in each community, including the press, the courts 
and religious institutions. Control of the populace then became absolute.

To those who cry, "It can't happen here!, " I say you should seriously 
question those who advocate Federal solutions to our "crime in the streets" prob— 
lem. A National Police Force could be the next step -- a terrible step backwards.

Tragic events of recent years -- the assassination of President Kennedy 
and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., the savage attacks on Negro citizens in Bir— 
mingham, and the civil disorders that have swept this country -- have eroded our 
image abroad and our own faith in ourselves as a proud people.

We yearn for a salvation that we will never find in our Nation's Capital. 
Instead we must look into our own hearts and our own communities for the answers. 
But the Federal Government can and does provide direction as well as technical 
and financial assistance.

I believe that such direction and assistance has sparked a rededication 
on the part of all federal, state and local government employees to help build a 
better community for themselves and for the people whom they serve.

Without your professional knowledge, general competence and devotion 
to duty, we would fail in our efforts to build a better future. But much remains 
undone.
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Our community police departments, for example, must be made more 
attractive as a career service.

One of the major problems in the ghettos of America today is the lack of 
anything approaching good relations between police and ghetto residents. The 
policeman becomes the target for deep hostility because he is the symbol, not only 
of law and order, but the entire system of law enforcement and criminal justice, 
and white society and all that it stands for in the eyes of our Negroes.

We must eliminate police brutality, verbal abuse and harrassment and 
we must improve police protection for ghetto residents. To do this we must recruit 
more men who possess a good understanding of the Negro problem which will enable 
them to establish a rapport with people in their precinct. Above all, we must con— 
vince the Negro that we are doing everything within our power to give him the equal 
opportunities which he seeks.

If you find it difficult to share my concern with the Negro problem in 
America, I am not surprised. We have a small Negro community in Hawaii and 
most of its members are gainfully occupied in middle-class occupations or as 
members of the armed services. But our population is expanding rapidly and so 
is our need for relatively unskilled labor. The time may come, and the prospect 
of lower transportation costs between the Mainland and Hawaii would appear to 
make it inevitable, when our Negro population will increase sharply. Should that 
time arrive, I can only say that it will test the reputation of Hawaii as a haven — 
a home for people of all races who have found a way to live in tranquility together.

The various agencies of our state and local governments — and the 
citizenry as well — should prepare for this day so that past mistakes will not be 
repeated in the islands. One way to do this is to concentrate more fully on the 
needs of the disadvantaged citizens that we do have in Hawaii today.

In our efforts to help the disadvantaged, we often fail to recognize the 
need for well-founded public information programs which will help them to under-
stand federal, state or local programs which are designed to assist them. Too 
many of them have had personal experiences with self-righteous social workers, 
arrogant welfare office clerks, or unconscionable police officers. Their view of 
government is therefore vastly different than our own. They are fearful, dis-
trustful or even antagonistic.

Those of us in government who deal with the poor need all the compassion 
and understanding we can muster. We were fortunate not to have had an alcoholic 
for a father or a drug addict for a mother. We must not dwell on the past of the un— 
fortunate individual but, rather, seek in every way to open up new opportunities for 
him in the future. There is no room for cynicism in dealing with the problems 
which America faces today.
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Hawaii need apologize to no one for its record of social services and 
benefits offered to its disadvantaged citizens. We have attracted a high caliber 
of dedicated personnel to jobs in our local and state governments.

But the stable and harmonious society which we enjoy in Hawaii today 
should not encourage us to be smug about our future.

One need only look at what happened in Bermuda recently and the news
 

bewildered by it all and they are certainly deeply concerned with the threat it poses 
to that island's tourist industry.-paper headlines -- "Trouble in Paradise." Bermuda residents are undoubtedly

We in Hawaii are about to be engulfed in a whirlpool of change which will 
challenge our ability to maintain our identity as a very special American community 
in the Pacific. On every side we will be forced to cope with growth problems un— 
dreamed of a few years ago.

But we in Hawaii are a visionary people. We have always looked beyond 
our horizons and I am confident that we stand ready to greet our tomorrows in the 
traditional spirit of our people.

We shall prevail.
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A NATIONAL POLICE FORCE?

TODAY, I WISH TO SPEAK OF A GREAT NATION.

IT IS A NATION BESET WITH A NUMBER OF DIFFICULT

PROBLEMS RANGING FROM A SERIOUS GOLD IMBALANCE TO DEEP 

POLITICAL RIFTS WITHIN ITS OWN PEOPLE.

IT IS SERIOUSLY BURDENED BY THE COSTS OF A DIFFICULT 

CONFLICT FAR FROM ITS SHORES AND ITS PEOPLE INCLUDE A LARGE 

SEGMENT OF OPPRESSED CITIZENS WHO HAVE TAKEN TO BURNING

AND LOOTING ITS GREAT CITIES TO UNDERLINE THEIR FRUSTRATION.

I THINK ALL OF YOU HAVE GUESSED BY NOW THAT I SPEAK

OF OUR OWN COUNTRY, THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

FORTUNATELY, NONE OF THE PROBLEMS WHICH CONFRONT 

us are insoluble.
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US ARE INSOLUBLE.

OUR FISCAL EXPERTS ARE CONVINCED THAT A TAX INCREASE 

AND OTHER LESS PAINFUL MEASURES WILL CHECK THE INFLATIONARY 

TREND WHICH NOW CONCERNS SO MANY OF OUR PEOPLE.

I AM HOPEFUL AND CONFIDENT THAT THE QUADRENNIAL 

DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE AMERICAN PEOPLE AND THEIR PRESIDENTIAL 

CANDIDATES WILL RESULT IN A NEW SENSE OF UNITY AND PURPOSE 

AFTER THE NOVEMBER ELECTIONS.

WE ARE NOW PREPARED TO EMBARK ON A SERIES OF PEACE 

TALKS WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF THE HANOI GOVERNMENT AND I 

BELIEVE THAT BOTH SIDES ARE ANXIOUS TO ACHIEVE A REASONABLE 

SETTLEMENT SO THAT WE CAN GET ON WITH PEACEFUL PURSUITS 

IN ASIA AND OTHER PARTS OF THE GLOBE.

 BUT THERE ARE NO PEACE CONFERENCES SCHEDULED

BETWEEN WHITE AND BLACK AMERICA. THERE ARE NO ARGUMENTS

as to whether
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AS TO WHETHER THE TALKS SHOULD BE HELD IN BIRMINGHAM, 

DETROIT, NEWARK, WATTS OR WASHINGTON.

IF ANYTHING, THE RECENT WAVE OF NEW RIOTS AND

DISORDERS SEEMS TO HAVE RESULTED IN A HARDENING OF POSITIONS 

ON BOTH SIDES.

THESE RIOTS AND DISORDERS BRING A NEW SENSE OF IN—

SECURITY AND FEAR TO WHITE AND BLACK COMMUNITIES ALIKE.

IN NORMAL TIMES THE AVERAGE CITIZEN KNOWS THAT HE CAN 

DEPEND ON HIS COMMUNITY POLICE FORCE TO KEEP LAW AND ORDER.

BUT IN RECENT YEARS WE HAVE LEARNED THAT NOT EVEN THE MOST 

DEVOTED AND PROFESSIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY ALONE 

CAN QUELL CIVIL DISORDER ANY MORE THAN IT CAN PREVENT CIVIL 

DISORDER.

To paraphrase the findings
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TO PARAPHRASE THE FINDINGS OF THE REPORT OF THE 

NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMISSION ON CIVIL DISORDERS, "THE THIN 

BLUE LINE IS TOO THIN." IN CITY AFTER CITY, WHEN THE SITUATION 

THREATENED TO GET OUT OF HAND, WE HAVE BEEN FORCED TO CALL 

IN FEDERAL TROOPS,

IN WASHINGTON, DURING THE HEIGHT OF THE RIOTS A FEW

WEEKS AGO, WE HAD SOME 12, 000 TROOPS, MORE THAN TWICE AS 

MANY MEN AS WERE INVOLVED IN THE DEFENSE OF KHE SANH. THE 

PRESENCE OF THE TROOPS, TOGETHER WITH THE IMPOSITION OF A 

STRICT CURFEW, QUICKLY RESTORED ORDER.

CITIZENS WHO FELT THREATENED BY THE DISTURBANCE, 

FOR VALID OR INVALID REASONS, WELCOMED THE PRESENCE OF THE 

YOUNG SOLDIERS AND THERE WERE THOSE IN THE HALLS OF CONGRESS 

WHO FORCEFULLY ARGUED THAT THEY SHOULD BE RETAINED IN

Washington all summer
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WASHINGTON ALL SUMMER AND EVEN PERMANENTLY, IF NECESSARY.

BUT THERE WERE OTHERS, AND I INCLUDE MYSELF IN

THIS NUMBER, WHO WERE SERIOUSLY DISTURBED BY THE REALIZATION 

THAT WE WERE FORCED TO EMPLOY ARMED FEDERAL TROOPS TO 

PROTECT ONE GROUP OF CITIZENS FROM THE DESTRUCTIVE FORCES 

UNLEASHED BY ANOTHER.

MY MIND WENT BACK TO ANOTHER TIME DURING WORLD

WAR II IN HAWAII WHEN OUR ISLANDS WERE PLACED UNDER MARTIAL

LAW AND MILITARY JUSTICE BECAME THE LAW OF THE LAND. FEW 

AMERICANS WERE AWARE OF WHAT HAPPENED IN THE ISLANDS IN 

THOSE DAYS AND FEW AMERICANS TODAY REALIZE HOW THE VERY 

FREEDOMS THEY TAKE FOR GRANTED WILL BE JEOPARDIZED IF WE 

ARE CONFRONTED WITH A GREAT ESCALATION OF CIVIL DISORDERS 

IN THE LONG HOT SUMMER AHEAD.

Today, countless letters cross
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TODAY, COUNTLESS LETTERS CROSS MY DESK — LETTERS 

FROM CONSTITUENTS IN HAWAII AND FROM CITIZENS FROM EVERY 

CORNER OF THE COUNTRY -- ABOUT THIS PROBLEM. ALL OF THEM 

ASK, IN ESSENCE, THE SAME QUESTIONS.

"WHAT IS THE PRESIDENT GOING TO DO ABOUT THE RIOTS 

AND CRIME IN OUR STREETS? WHEN IS THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

GOING TO STOP THE RIOTS? WHAT'S WRONG WITH THE POLICE IN 

WASHINGTON -- OR NEWARK -- OR DETROIT?"

IT IS INDEED'IRONIC THAT SUCH LETTERS SHOULD REFER TO 

A PRESIDENT WHO HAS DONE MORE TO ADVANCE THE CAUSE OF CIVIL 

RIGHTS THAN ANY PRESIDENT IN OUR HISTORY. BUT IT IS PART AND 

PARCEL OF A GROWING TENDENCY IN THIS COUNTRY TO ABANDON 

MORE COMMUNITY RESPONSIBILITIES AND LOOK TO WASHINGTON 

FOR SOLUTIONS.

In recent years,
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IN RECENT YEARS, BECAUSE OF THE FAILURE OR INABILITY 

OF STATES AND COMMUNITIES TO ACCEPT OR ASSUME THEIR RESPON— 

SIBILITIES, THE CONGRESS HAS BEEN FORCED TO ENACT LEGISLATION 

TO PROD THEM INTO ACTION. THIS IS TRUE IN A VAST RANGE OF 

AREAS FROM EDUCATION TO AIR AND WATER POLLUTION. BUT IF 

WE ARE READY TO ABANDON THE POLICE FUNCTION TO THE FEDERAL 

GOVERNMENT AND ESTABLISH A NATIONAL POLICE FORCE THEN I 

FEAR FOR OUR FREEDOMS AND THE FUTURE OF OUR DEMOCRATIC 

FORM OF GOVERNMENT. ONE NEED ONLY LOOK AT THE HISTORY OF 

THE FORMATION OF RIGHT AND LEFT WING DICTATORSHIPS IN THE 

20TH CENTURY TO BE AWARE OF THE DANGERS.

THE ROLL CALL IS A LONG ONE AND I WILL MENTION BUT

A FEW: THE FASCIST GOVERNMENTS IN SPAIN AND ITALY BEFORE

WORLD WAR II; THE NAZI IDEOLOGY IN GERMANY; THE MILITARY

 takeover of Japan;
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TAKEOVER OF JAPAN; THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE UNION OF SOVIET 

SOCIALIST REPUBLICS. ALL OF THESE, AND OTHERS WHICH FOLLOWED 

THEM, BECAME KNOWN IN THE PRESS AS POLICE STATES AND THERE 
t

WAS A VERY GOOD REASON FOR THIS DESCRIPTIVE PHRASE.

IN EVERY CASE, CONTROL OF THE LOCAL POLICE THROUGH— 

OUT THE NATION WAS ESSENTIAL TO THE ULTIMATE IMPOSITION OF 

DICTATORIAL LAWS WHICH COULD NOT BE QUESTIONED IN THE COURTS. 

THOSE CITIZENS WHO HAD THE MORAL FORTITUDE TO RESIST SUCH 

ACTIONS WERE SUMMARILY EXECUTED, VANISHED WITHOUT A TRACE, 

OR WERE SENTENCED TO LONG TERMS IN CONCENTRATION CAMPS 

WHICH OFTEN LED TO THEIR DEATH FROM STARVATION, TORTURE 

OR OVERWORK.

ONCE CONTROL OF THE POLICE WAS EFFECTED, IT WAS A

SIMPLE MATTER TO LIQUIDATE THE OTHER FREE INSTITUTIONS IN

each community, including the
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EACH COMMUNITY, INCLUDING THE PRESS, THE COURTS AND RELIGIOUS 

INSTITUTIONS. CONTROL OF THE POPULACE THEN BECAME ABSOLUTE.

TO THOSE WHO CRY, "IT CAN'T HAPPEN HERE !, " I SAY YOU

SHOULD SERIOUSLY QUESTION THOSE WHO ADVOCATE FEDERAL

SOLUTIONS TO OUR "CRIME IN THE STREETS" PROBLEM. A NATIONAL

POLICE FORCE COULD BE THE NEXT STEP -- A TERRIBLE STEP 

BACKWARDS.

TRAGIC EVENTS OF RECENT YEARS -- THE ASSASSINATION

OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY AND DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. , THE

SAVAGE ATTACKS ON NEGRO CITIZENS IN BIRMINGHAM, AND THE

CIVIL DISORDERS THAT HAVE SWEPT THIS COUNTRY -- HAVE ERODED 

OUR IMAGE ABROAD AND OUR OWN FAITH IN OURSELVES AS A PROUD 

PEOPLE.

WE YEARN FOR A SALVATION THAT WE WILL NEVER FIND IN

our nation's capital.
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OUR NATION'S CAPITAL. INSTEAD WE MUST LOOK INTO OUR OWN

HEARTS AND OUR OWN COMMUNITIES FOR THE ANSWERS. BUT THE 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT CAN AND DOES PROVIDE DIRECTION AS WELL 

AS TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.

I BELIEVE THAT SUCH DIRECTION AND ASSISTANCE HAS

SPARKED A REDEDICATION ON THE PART OF ALL FEDERAL, STATE 

AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES TO HELP BUILD A BETTER 

COMMUNITY FOR THEMSELVES AND FOR THE PEOPLE WHOM THEY 

SERVE.

WITHOUT YOUR PROFESSIONAL KNOWLEDGE, GENERAL

COMPETENCE AND DEVOTION TO DUTY, WE WOULD FAIL IN OUR

EFFORTS TO BUILD A BETTER FUTURE. BUT MUCH REMAINS UNDONE.

OUR COMMUNITY POLICE DEPARTMENTS, FOR EXAMPLE,
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ONE OF THE MAJOR PROBLEMS IN THE GHETTOS OF AMERICA 

TODAY IS THE LACK OF ANYTHING APPROACHING GOOD RELATIONS 

BETWEEN POLICE AND GHETTO RESIDENTS. THE POLICEMAN BECOMES 

THE TARGET FOR DEEP HOSTILITY BECAUSE HE IS THE SYMBOL, NOT 

ONLY OF LAW AND ORDER, BUT THE ENTIRE SYSTEM OF LAW 

ENFORCEMENT AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE, AND WHITE SOCIETY AND ALL 

THAT IT STANDS FOR IN THE EYES OF OUR NEGROES.

WE MUST ELIMINATE POLICE BRUTALITY, VERBAL ABUSE

AND HARRASSMENT AND WE MUST IMPROVE POLICE PROTECTION FOR 

GHETTO RESIDENTS. TO DO THIS WE MUST RECRUIT MORE MEN WHO 

POSSESS A GOOD UNDERSTANDING OF THE NEGRO PROBLEM WHICH 

WILL ENABLE THEM TO ESTABLISH A RAPPORT WITH PEOPLE IN 

THEIR PRECINCT. ABOVE ALL, WE MUST CONVINCE THE NEGRO THAT 

WE ARE DOING EVERYTHING WITHIN OUR POWER TO GIVE HIM THE 

equal opportunities which he seeks,
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EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES WHICH HE SEEKS.

IF YOU FIND IT DIFFICULT TO SHARE MY CONCERN WITH THE

NEGRO PROBLEM IN AMERICA, I AM NOT SURPRISED. WE HAVE A 

SMALL NEGRO COMMUNITY IN HAWAII AND MOST OF ITS MEMBERS 

ARE GAINFULLY OCCUPIED IN MIDDLE-CLASS OCCUPATIONS OR AS 

MEMBERS OF THE ARMED SERVICES. BUT OUR POPULATION IS 

EXPANDING RAPIDLY AND SO IS OUR NEED FOR RELATIVELY UNSKILLED 

LABOR. THE TIME MAY COME, AND THE PROSPECT OF LOWER TRANS— 

PORTATION COSTS BETWEEN THE MAINLAND AND HAWAII WOULD 

APPEAR TO MAKE IT INEVITABLE, WHEN OUR NEGRO POPULATION 

WILL INCREASE SHARPLY. SHOULD THAT TIME ARRIVE, I CAN ONLY 

SAY THAT IT WILL TEST THE REPUTATION OF HAWAII AS A HAVEN -- 

A HOME FOR PEOPLE OF ALL RACES WHO HAVE FOUND A WAY TO LIVE 

IN TRANQUILITY TOGETHER.

The various agencies
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THE VARIOUS AGENCIES OF OUR STATE AND LOCAL 

GOVERNMENTS -- AND THE CITIZENRY AS WELL -- SHOULD PREPARE 

FOR THIS DAY SO THAT PAST MISTAKES WILL NOT BE REPEATED IN 

THE ISLANDS. ONE WAY TO DO THIS IS TO CONCENTRATE MORE FULLY 

ON THE NEEDS OF THE DISADVANTAGED CITIZENS THAT WE DO HAVE 

IN HAWAII TODAY.

IN OUR EFFORTS TO HELP THE DISADVANTAGED, WE OFTEN

FAIL TO RECOGNIZE THE NEED FOR WELL-FOUNDED PUBLIC INFOR— 

MATION PROGRAMS WHICH WILL HELP THEM TO UNDERSTAND FEDERAL, 

STATE OR LOCAL PROGRAMS WHICH ARE DESIGNED TO ASSIST THEM. 

TOO MANY OF THEM HAVE HAD PERSONAL EXPERIENCES WITH SELF- 

RIGHTEOUS SOCIAL WORKERS, ARROGANT WELFARE OFFICE CLERKS, 

OR UNCONSCIONABLE POLICE OFFICERS. THEIR VIEW OF GOVERNMENT 

IS THEREFORE VASTLY DIFFERENT THAN OUR OWN. THEY ARE

fearful, distrustful or even antagonistic.
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FEARFUL, DISTRUSTFUL OR EVEN ANTAGONISTIC.

THOSE OF US IN GOVERNMENT WHO DEAL WITH THE POOR

NEED ALL THE COMPASSION AND UNDERSTANDING WE CAN MUSTER.

WE WERE FORTUNATE NOT TO HAVE HAD AN ALCOHOLIC FOR A FATHER 

OR A DRUG ADDICT FOR A MOTHER. WE MUST NOT DWELL ON THE PAST 

OF THE UNFORTUNATE INDIVIDUAL BUT, RATHER, SEEK IN EVERY 

WAY TO OPEN UP NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR HIM IN THE FUTURE.

THERE IS NO ROOM FOR CYNICISM IN DEALING WITH THE PROBLEMS 

WHICH AMERICA FACES TODAY.

HAWAII NEED APOLOGIZE TO NO ONE FOR ITS RECORD OF

SOCIAL SERVICES AND BENEFITS OFFERED TO ITS DISADVANTAGED 

CITIZENS. WE HAVE ATTRACTED A HIGH CALIBER OF DEDICATED 

PERSONNEL TO JOBS IN OUR LOCAL AND STATE GOVERNMENTS.

BUT THE STABLE AND HARMONIOUS SOCIETY WHICH WE

enjoy in Hawaii today
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ENJOY IN HAWAII TODAY SHOULD NOT ENCOURAGE US TO BE SMUG 

ABOUT OUR FUTURE.

ONE NEED ONLY LOOK AT WHAT HAPPENED IN BERMUDA

RECENTLY AND THE NEWSPAPER HEADLINES — "TROUBLE IN

PARADISE. " BERMUDA RESIDENTS ARE UNDOUBTEDLY BEWILDERED 

BY IT ALL AND THEY ARE CERTAINLY DEEPLY CONCERNED WITH THE 

THREAT IT POSES TO THAT ISLAND'S TOURIST INDUSTRY.

 WE IN HAWAII ARE ABOUT TO BE ENGULFED IN A WHIRLPOOL

OF CHANGE WHICH WILL CHALLENGE OUR ABILITY TO MAINTAIN OUR 

IDENTITY AS A VERY SPECIAL AMERICAN COMMUNITY IN THE PACIFIC.

ON EVERY SIDE WE WILL BE FORCED TO COPE WITH GROWTH PROBLEMS 

UNDREAMED OF A FEW YEARS AGO.

BUT WE IN HAWAII ARE A VISIONARY PEOPLE. WE HAVE

ALWAYS LOOKED BEYOND OUR HORIZONS AND I AM CONFIDENT THAT

we stand ready
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WE STAND READY TO GREET OUR TOMORROWS IN THE TRADITIONAL,

SPIRIT OF OUR PEOPLE.

WE SHALL PREVAIL.



Speech by Senator Daniel K. Inouye 
Prince Kuhio Festival - Memorial Day

Celebration 
Saturday, March 23, 1968 (Kauai)

PRINCE JONAH KUHIO KALANIANAOLE

In November 1918, soon after the end of World War I, Hawaii's most illustrious 
Delegate to Congress, Prince Jonah Kuhio Kalanianaole, issued a historic statement 
in which he cited Hawaii's war record as proof of the "Americanization" of Hawaii's 
people. The Prince closed his statement by declaring that "It is the psychological 
moment to bring forward Hawaii's claim to statehood. I shall introduce a bill pro-
posing to admit Hawaii to the Union of the States".

On February 11, 1919 he introduced the first Hawaiian Statehood Bill. Inspired 
by the leadership of the Prince, succeeding Delegates to Congress introduced similar 
statehood bills. In January 1959, nearly forty years after the introduction of the first 
statehood bill, the final bill was introduced by Delegate John A. Burns. On August 
21, 1959, the President of the United States Dwight David Eisenhower issued a 
proclamation declaring Hawaii to be the Fiftieth State of the Union.

On August 23, 1959 I was granted the supreme honor of succeeding the great 
Prince as Hawaii's first member of the United States House of Representatives. 
Therefore, it is with much pleasure and humility that I join you this day to pay 
homage and tribute to this nobleman, Prince Jonah Kuhio Kalanianaole, on the 
observance of the 97th Anniversary of his birth.

As all of you know, Prince Kuhio was born on March 26, 1871 on this beautiful 
Island in the village of Koloa. His father was High Chief David Kahalepouli Piikoi 
and his mother was her Royal Highness Princess Kinoiki Kekaulike. He was the 
grandson of the last independent King of the Island of Kauai. He was a cousin of 
King Kalakaua and Queen Liliuokalani. In 1883, by Royal Proclamation, Jonah Kuhio 
Kalanianaole was made a Prince of the Realm.

The Prince was a man of great intellect, having studied in the best schools 
of Honolulu, later at St. Matthew's School in California, and still later at the Royal 
Agricultural College in England.

Ever loyal to the Crown, the Prince served a prison term for his service to 
the cause of Queen Liliuokalani. Following his imprisonment, he married a young 
noblewoman Elizabeth Kahanu Kaauwai, Many historians suggest that had the 
Kingdom of Hawaii continued, Prince Jonah Kuhio Kalanianaole would have succeeded 
the great Queen Liliuokalani as King of Hawaii.
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Here was a man who was admired by other men. He was an outstanding 
athlete and sportsman and he excelled in everything from polo to swimming. He 
hunted big game in South Africa, and he accompanied the British Army during the 
Boer War. The late Winston Churchill served as a Second Lieutenant in this war.

Men who were privileged to know him were lavish in their praise. They 
described him as being "kind and genial", as a man of "natural dignity", as a 
"Prince of good fellows" and as "one of God's truly great noblemen". He was indeed 
one of the truly great men in Hawaii's history.

In 1902, the Prince was elected for his first term as Delegate to Congress 
serving for ten consecutive terms until his untimely death on January 7, 1922. He 
was, without doubt, one of the most popular members of Congress. He was 
admired and respected by all, Republicans and Democrats, Northerner and Southerner, 
Easterner and Westerner. During his illustrious career he accomplished much for 
Hawaii. The crowning achievement of his career was his successful fight for the 
enactment of the Hawaiian Homes Commission Act in 1921. Historians generally fail 
to record the great effort exerted by our Prince to press for successful passage of 
this bill. Most people today assume that there was no struggle and that passage was 
an easy matter.

On January 7, 1923 exactly a year after the untimely death of our Prince, 
Representative Charles Curry of California, who was then Chairman of the House 
Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, delivered a most eloquent eulogy. In his 
eulogy, Congressman Curry spoke warmly of the Prince and his Hawaiian Homes 
Commission Bill. I believe it would be appropriate today to quote from Congressman 
Curry's eulogy:

"I recall the day in my office when Delegate Kalanianaole first broached 
this subject how delighted he was when I told him I would favor the legislation. 
I recall the committee meeting when this legislation was under consideration, 
when, past midnight, the project had been under attack, he left his place at 
the committee table, and standing by my side, his voice aquiver with emotion, 
his head held high, proudly, he spoke of his race, of their valor and their 
high honor, of their almost childlike faith in their fellow men, of their kindli-
ness, and their generosity, of their intense Americanism.

"He pleaded that the Act be passed in order that a grave injustice might 
be rectified even at that late date. I never heard a man speak more sincerely 
or with greater feeling. When he had concluded his plea, the Committee was 
unanimously in favor of the project. "

He was the first member on this Commission and before his death he was able 
to see the plans for his noble project take shape.
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After his death, many attempts were made to weaken or scuttle the Act. But 
I am happy to note that all these attempts were met with defeat and the living memorial 
to our beloved Prince remains firmly inscribed in the law books of our nation. 
Recently I have heard the cries of anguish of my friends who are homesteaders in 
Nanakuli. May I assure my Nanakuli friends that as long as there is the breath of 
life within me, I shall do everything possible to protect and defend Prince Kuhio's 
law. This is the least I can do for the memory of the man who initiated the chain of 
events leading to my service in the Congress.

The Prince was a man of great vision. The Hawaiian Homes Commission Act 
is evidence of his great visionary intellect. In times of crisis, we invoke the 
memory of visionary men of the past for guidance and counsel. Often we hear 
Americans whisper to the skies "What would Abraham Lincoln have done to resolve 
our Viet Nam crisis? " "Would President Kennedy have withdrawn our troops from 
this far away peninsula? " No one knows and no one will ever know. However, the 
words of these great men may give some indication of their possible views.

In closing I wish to share with you some of the words of the great man we 
honor today. On June 23, 1917, over fifty years ago, Prince Jonah Kuhio Kalanianaole 
gave a memorable speech on.the floor of the United States House of Representatives. 
He spoke of the several Hawaiian boys who died aboard the steamer AZTEC when she 
was torpedoed by a German submarine. In concluding his speech he said:

"Two thousand and odd miles out in the Pacific are the Islands that constitute 
the Territory of Hawaii. Our fame for a beautiful, wonderful country is 
world-wide; but Hawaii is more than a playground, a retreat for tourists.
It is the Western frontier of our Republic. We Hawaiians guard the Western 
doorway. While Hawaii stands, our coastline from Alaska down the long 
stretch to the Panama Canal Zone is safe from successful invasion or attack. "

Prince Jonah Kuhio Kalanianaole was truly a man of the Twentieth Century.
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WORLD PEACE AND HUMAN UNDERSTANDING

A few months ago the Washington cocktail circuit was buzzing with comments on a 
new book that took the city by storm. The book, Report from Iron Mountain, pur— 
ported to tell the story of a top secret U. S. intellectual task force that advised 
the United States government that it could never afford an era of peace.

A New York free lance writer wrote the introduction and claimed the manuscript 
was secretly passed to him by "John Doe," a professor of social science from a 
large midwestern university.

The author has never been identified and a press spokesman for the State Departments 
Arms Control and Disarmament Agency said, "To our knowledge no special study 
group ever existed. "

The central theme of the book is that lasting peace is probably unattainable and even 
if it could be achieved, peace might not be in the best interests of society.

The alleged report from the intellectual task force contends that war, or at least 
preparation for war, is indispensable to social integration. More than that, the 
report suggests that defense expenditures are the only truly acceptable technique 
for the maintenance of reasonable high employment, satisfactory profits and 
suitable rewards for the engineers, experts and miscellaneous wizards who operate 
the levers of our technological economy.

Whether it is based on fact or fancy, the book raised many eyebrows and many 
questions about the future course of our nation.

It is not difficult to imagine that many otherwise sane and rational Americans might 
come to accept the proposition that peace is, in fact, unattainable.

We thought we had achieved world peace after World War II and then the North 
Koreans crossed into South Korea. We have seen daily headlines reporting major 
explosions in the Middle East, a massive cultural revolution in Red China, inter— 
necine warfare in Africa, a revolution in Greece, assassinations in Aden -- the 
list is endless.

It is no wonder then that many Americans see hope waning for world peace. Never-
theless, I appear before you today to say that I believe— and most of my Senate 
colleagues believe — that world peace and human understanding is within the realm
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of possibility as a goal capable of human attainment.

Our generation played a major role in the destruction of those who espoused fascist 
and Nazi philosophies. Then we turned our attention to the Red menace.

Communism was the most militant, the most revolutionary ideology of all and many 
in this country delighted in quoting Premier Khrushchev's famous line, "We will 
bury you. "

The fact that this quotation was taken out of context and referred to an economic 
conflict between the nations was overlooked.

But today communism has difficulty mobilizing unified global support. It is 
increasingly fragmented by internal dissension from the great Sino-Soviet rift to 
the recent Rumanian walkout.

Revolutionary movements are still with us in various parts of the world but they now 
tend to try to relate more to the local scene and to exploit local opportunities.

In recent years we have seen the focus of violence shift from the more advanced and 
largely European nations to conflicts between some of the less advanced and the less 
developed nations.

We can thank the deterrent power of nuclear weapons for the fact that most of the 
major nations have not become directly involved in a major war.

In recent years we have concluded a Test Ban Treaty with the Soviet Union and an 
agreement banning nuclear weapons in outer space. A Consular Treaty provided 
for more diplomatic representation in each country and consequently increased 
protection for the nationals of each country.

We have had a "hot line" between Washington and Moscow for a number of years and 
it was put to good use in last year's Middle East crisis. The important thing about 
this communications system is what it stands for. It is a system based on faith.
Faith that in one nuclear capital there are people who are telling the truth; faith in 
the other that there are people who believe them.

Moscow and Washington are also connected through our weather reconnaissance 
satellite systems and we daily exchange satellite photographs of vast weather systems 
which control the world's weather.

Daily flights between Moscow and Washington will soon be commonplace and all signs 
point to an inevitable "invasion" of the Soviet Union by many more thousands of af-
fluent American tourists.

Were it not for Vietnam, I have little doubt that we could soon negotiate a joint 
agreement to coordinate our work on various space programs. Both nations recognize
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the great savings which could be effected by joint research and high ranking Soviet 
and American scientists have shown a genuine interest in such possibilities.

The Soviet Union itself is becoming more inner-directed. The warming of East-West 
relations has opened the windows on the West and the Russian people like what they 
see. Avant-garde Soviet intellectuals are demanding more freedom of expression and 
more material fruits from the Soviet society.

Today the Soviet Union is embarked on a gigantic program to build a road network 
comparable to our own interstate system, complete with the necessary service 
stations, hotels, motels and restaurants.

A contract with one of the world's leading auto manufacturers, Fiat of Italy, will lead 
to Detroit-style automobile production lines which will soon place a small car within 
reach of the average Russian citizen.

As Soviet affluence increases, the world communist movement will lose even more of 
its ideological thrust.

But today there is yet a third nation which is well on its way to becoming a great 
power. I speak of the People's Republic of China.

It is not strange that the great mass of the American people are mystified by the 
cultural revolution in Red China. The fact is that many of our Asian scholars are 
by no means in complete agreement on this subject.

But there is no question in our minds that this country, blessed by great natural 
resources, is well on its way to becoming a major industrial nation.

Since the People's Republic of China already has nuclear capability, we already look 
upon it as a major threat to world peace. We know that in not too many years it will 
be equipped with intercontinental ballistic missiles which will be targeted on U. S. 
and Soviet metropolitan areas and industrial complexes.

It is obvious then that any semblance of world peace can only be realized as the result 
of a mutual understanding between the United States, the Soviet Union and the People's 
Republic of China.

It is not difficult to understand the hostility of the Chinese people toward the West in 
view of the more than a century of exploitation of China by the Western powers. And 
the Chinese seem to have long memories.

We can no longer ignore China. Every fourth child born in this world is born in China. 
Each year the population of the People's Republic of China increases by 15 million 
people and it is estimated that by the year 2000 there will be over one billion Chinese. 
The land area of China exceeds that of the 50 states of the United States. So in size 
and population, China would be impressive.
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Unfortunately what little we know of China must be based upon second-hand information. 
However, all sources seem to agree that in today's China food is more plentiful than 
ever before and the wagons no longer circle the streets of Peking to pick up the ema-
ciated dead. Hundreds of hospitals, clinics and school houses have been set up in 
even remote areas. Venereal disease and the use of drugs and narcotics are under 
strict and effective control. And we know that like Russia, China has established 
isolated communities of scientific personnel who usher in the marvels of modern 
technology: over 500 scientists and 1300 engineers are working day and night on the 
development of thermonuclear weapons. Recently China detonated its first thermo-
nuclear bomb and today the Chinese are feverishly working on a delivery system for 
their nuclear warheads.

Despite the reports on the cultural revolution, most authoritative reports indicate 
that the mass of the people are united. And the "Hate America" campaigns continue 
in great intensity. In this context, many Americans may find it extremely difficult 
to consider the existence of mutual understanding between the United States and the 
People's Republic of China.

Coexistence used to be an evil word in this country but I think that most of us have 
come to accept the fact that there is no other solution in a thermonuclear age. Simply 
stated, the choice may be coexistence or annihilation. Therefore we must prepare 
ourselves psychologically and politically for that day when a new flag will be added 
among the membership flags at the United Nations. We must have the strength to 
think the unthinkable and speak the unspeakable. With the war in Vietnam we find it 
difficult to consider the establishment of diplomatic relations with Red China, but we 
must prepare ourselves for that day. We must consider the problems of our friends 
and allies in Formosa.

Steps, although very small, have been taken towards this end. We have to date a 
history of over 130 meetings between American and Chinese ambassadors in Warsaw, 
Poland. Most of these meetings have been cold and formal but the encouraging fact 
is that we have met. Today our State Department has validated a large number of 
passports for travel in Communist China; however, only two have been admitted. We 
have suggested that there be an exchange of physicians, agriculturists and public health 
experts. The response has been negative. We have suggested exchanges in publica-
tions and exchanges in university personnel and students. But here again the response 
has been negative. But today, mail is allowed to move to and from China. Yes, our 
government has taken steps to overcome the isolation of China. Now we must prepare 
ourselves to take bigger and more important steps. If we are to have world peace 
and human understanding, there must be first, the existence of mutual understanding 
between the three major powers of this world -- United States, Soviet Union and the 
People's Republic of China. I am certain that this can be done because it must be 
done.
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of possibility as a goal capable of human attainment.

Our generation played a major role in the destruction of those who espoused fascist 
and Nazi philosophies. Then we turned our attention to the Red menace.

Communism was the most militant, the most revolutionary ideology of all and many 
in this country delighted in quoting Premier Khrushchev's famous line, "We will 
bury you. "

The fact that this quotation was taken out of context and referred to an economic 
conflict between the nations was overlooked.

But today communism has difficulty mobilizing unified global support. It is 
increasingly fragmented by internal dissension from the great Sino-Soviet rift to 
the recent Rumanian walkout.

Revolutionary movements are still with us in various parts of the world but they now 
tend to try to relate more to the local scene and to exploit local opportunities.

In recent years we have seen the focus of violence shift from the more advanced and 
largely European nations to conflicts between some of the less advanced and the less 
developed nations.

V7e can thank the deterrent power of nuclear weapons for the fact that most of the 
major nations have not become directly involved in a major war.

In recent years we have concluded a Test Ban Treaty with the Soviet Union and an 
agreement banning nuclear weapons in outer space. A Consular Treaty provided 
for more diplomatic representation in each country and consequently increased 
protection for the nationals of each country.

We have had a "hot line" between Washington and Moscow for a number of years and 
it was put to good use in last year's Middle East crisis. The important thing about 
this communications system is what it stands for. It is a system based on faith.
Faith that in one nuclear capital there are people who are telling the truth; faith in 
the other that there are people who believe them.

Moscow and Washington are also connected through our weather reconnaissance 
satellite systems and we daily exchange satellite photographs of vast weather systems 
which control the world's weather.

Daily flights between Moscow and Washington will soon be commonplace and all signs 
point to an inevitable "invasion" of the Soviet Union by many more thousands of af-
fluent American tourists.

Were it not for Vietnam, I have little doubt that we could soon negotiate a joint 
agreement to coordinate our work on various space programs. Both nations recognize
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the great savings which could be effected by joint research and high ranking Soviet 
and American scientists have shown a genuine interest in such possibilities.

The Soviet Union itself is becoming more inner-directed. The warming of East-West 
relations has opened the windows on the West and the Russian people like what they 
see. Avant-garde Soviet intellectuals are demanding more freedom of expression and 
more material fruits from the Soviet society.

Today the Soviet Union is embarked on a gigantic program to build a road network 
comparable to our own interstate system, complete with the necessary service 
stations, hotels, motels and restaurants.

A contract with one of the world's leading auto manufacturers, Fiat of Italy, will lead 
to Detroit-style automobile production lines which will soon place a small car within 
reach of the average Russian citizen.

As Soviet affluence increases, the world communist movement will lose even more of 
its ideological thrust.

But today there is yet a third nation which is well on its way to becoming a great 
power. I speak of the People's Republic of China.

It is not strange that the great mass of the American people are mystified by the 
cultural revolution in Red China. The fact is that many of our Asian scholars are 
by no means in complete agreement on this subject.

But there is no question in our minds that this country, blessed by great natural 
resources, is well on its way to becoming a major industrial nation.

Since the People's Republic of China already has nuclear capability, we already look 
upon it as a major threat to world peace. We know that in not too many years it will 
be equipped with intercontinental ballistic missiles which will be targeted on U. S. 
and Soviet metropolitan areas and industrial complexes.

It is obvious then that any semblance of world peace can only be realized as the result 
of a mutual understanding between the United States, the Soviet Union and the People's 
Republic of China.

It is not difficult to understand the hostility of the Chinese people toward the West in 
view of the more than a century of exploitation of China by the Western powers. And 
the Chinese seem to have long memories.

We can no longer ignore China. Every fourth child born in this world is born in China. 
Each year the population of the People's Republic of China increases by 15 million 
people and it is estimated that by the year 2000 there will be over one billion Chinese. 
The land area of China exceeds that of the 50 states of the United States. So in size 
and population, China would be impressive.
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Unfortunately what little we know of China must be based upon second-hand information. 
However, all sources seem to agree that in today's China food is more plentiful than 
ever before and the wagons no longer circle the streets of Peking to pick up the ema— 
ciated dead. Hundreds of hospitals, clinics and school houses have been set up in 
even remote areas. Venereal disease and the use of drugs and narcotics are under 
strict and effective control. And we know that like Russia, China has established 
isolated communities of scientific personnel who usher in the marvels of modern 
technology: over 500 scientists and 1300 engineers are working day and night on the 
development of thermonuclear weapons. Recently China detonated its first thermo— 
nuclear bomb and today the Chinese are feverishly working on a delivery system for 
their nuclear warheads.

Despite the reports on the cultural revolution, most authoritative reports indicate 
that the mass of the people are united. And the "Hate America" campaigns continue 
in great intensity. In this context, many Americans may find it extremely difficult 
to consider the existence of mutual understanding between the United States and the 
People's Republic of China.

Coexistence used to be an evil word in this country but I think that most of us have 
come to accept the fact that there is no other solution in a thermonuclear age. Simply 
stated, the choice may be coexistence or annihilation. Therefore we must prepare 
ourselves psychologically and politically for that day when a new flag will be added 
among the membership flags at the United Nations. We must have the strength to 
think the unthinkable and speak the unspeakable. With the war in Vietnam we find it 
difficult to consider the establishment of diplomatic relations with Red China, but we 
must prepare ourselves for that day. We must consider the problems of our friends 
and allies in Formosa.

Steps, although very small, have been taken towards this end. We have to date a 
history of over 130 meetings between American and Chinese ambassadors in Warsaw, 
Poland. Most of these meetings have been cold and formal but the encouraging fact 
is that we have met. Today our State Department has validated a large number of 
passports for travel in Communist China; however, only two have been admitted. We 
have suggested that there be an exchange of physicians, agriculturists and public health 
experts. The response has been negative. We have suggested exchanges in publica— 
tions and exchanges in university personnel and students. But here again the response 
has been negative. But today, mail is allowed to move to and from China. Yes, our 
government has taken steps to overcome the isolation of China. Now we must prepare 
ourselves to take bigger and more important steps. If we are to have world peace 
and human understanding, there must be first, the existence of mutual understanding 
between the three major powers of this world — United States, Soviet Union and the 
People's Republic of China. I am certain that this can be done because it must be 
done.
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THE FINAL WAR

I have been rather dismayed and disturbed by the tenor of some of the letters 
I am receiving on the matter of our military involvement in Viet Nam. Typical 
phrases from these letters run as follows: "If we have no intention of winning this 
war, we should get out. The easiest way to win this war is to drop five well-placed 
thermonuclear bombs on North Viet Nam". "If we have no intention of using nuclear 
bombs, why are we spending billions of dollars manufacturing them? Why don't we 
use tactical nuclear weapons in Viet Nam? There isn't much difference between 
them and large artillery shells".

Second, I note with some concern that the celebrated and controversial 
Iron Mountain Report has been on the best-seller list for several weeks. This report, 
allegedly prepared by a special study group consisting of our nation's top intellectuals — 
historians, sociologists, military planners, physicists, mathematicians, etc. — 
presents in rather logical and impressive fashion, unbelievable observations and 
conclusions.

For example, this report suggests that war is desirable; that war provides 
economic stability by providing jobs, consumes economic surpluses, enhances our 
Gross National Product and advances our national standard of living. In support of 
this conclusion, this report cites that during World War II the standard of living of 
the people of the United States rose to astronomical heights. This report also sug— 
gests that war provides political stability because it fosters the maintenance of 
unequal social classes which these learned men feel are necessary in a modern 
democratic society.

However, this Iron Mountain Report and these Viet Nam letters conveniently 
failed to consider the destructive effects of a thermonuclear war.

Thermonuclear war may bring about economic stability because such a war 
may well diminish the list of the unemployed. They will all be killed. It may provide 
political stability for all politicians and political leaders may well get killed. I am 
convinced that, if we did follow the advice of the impatient and the bloodthirsty, these 
bloodthirsty ones may find themselves drinking their own blood instead of the blood 
of the enemy.

Most military, political and war experts have agreed that, if the existence 
of a viable government and society in North Viet Nam is threatened or destroyed, we 
should expect the involvement of Chinese and possibly Russian "volunteers" in this 
war. The simplest way to bring about the destruction of this viable society is by
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the use of thermonuclear devices. And, if the United States used these nuclear 
devices in Viet Nam, this act could trigger a similar Soviet or Chinese response.

I also firmly believe that in today's world there is no such thing as a small 
thermonuclear war. If this world should experience a thermonuclear war, I do not 
believe that historians will refer to this war as "World War III". Historians will 
refer to this thermonuclear war as "The Final War". In all probability there would 
be no wars to follow this one. This war will probably destroy the social, cultural, 
political and economic institutions of the major powers of the world. The world as 
we know it today may disappear.

Possibly because of the constant reference to such words and phrases as 
"megaton","nuclear capability", "first strike capability" and "intercontinental bal— 
listic missile", our people have been lulled and numbed into insensibility. Others 
may have forced themselves into psychological deafness, not wishing to hear any 
more of these destructive words or phrases.

Let us spend a few sober moments this evening conducting a little 
thermonuclear "war game" and see what could well happen.

First of all, a definition and few explanatory remarks may be required before 
proceeding. We hear the word "megaton" everyday. For those who may not know 
what it means, a megaton is equivalent to the explosive power of one million tons of 
TNT. To give you a better picture of the explosive power of a megaton bomb, we 
should keep in mind that the combined explosive power of all the bombs and shells 
used in the European and Asian theaters during World War II was equivalent to 
approximately two megatons.

Today we have many, many submarines armed with hundreds of Polaris and 
Poseidon intercontinental ballistic missiles, each missile with a nuclear warhead of 
approximately one megaton of explosive power. These Polaris submarines are 
stationed in various classified positions. Each missile is electronically aimed at 
pre-determined targets such as Moscow, Peking, Leningrad, etc. In addition we 
have hundreds of hardened silos throughout the United States. Each silo houses a 
massive and powerful Minute-Man missile. These missiles are also armed with 
devastating nuclear warheads also aimed at pre-determined targets. In addition, 
we have several squadrons of B-52 bombers, each bomber capable of carrying 
several thermonuclear bombs. All of these bombers have their pre-determined 
targets.

The Soviet Union has an equally devastating arsenal. They have their 
hardened silos, their nuclear submarines, and their long-range bombers. A few 
months ago, the Chinese tested their first thermonuclear device. The progress 
made by the Chinese in the nuclear field has been a bit faster than predicted by our 
experts. The Chinese are now obviously working on a delivery system to carry their 
nuclear devices across the Pacific and elsewhere. Now I believe we can begin our 
"war game".
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Because of our announced policy of defensive warfare and the maintenance of 
a nuclear force as a deterrent, we could well assume in this game that the first strike 
will be made by the Soviet Union. Assuming a mid-1970 United States population of 
223 million, it has been estimated that over half of our people, or 120 million 
Americans, would perish and approximately 60 per cent of our industrial capacity 
would be destroyed. It would mean the utter destruction and desolation of the great 
urban areas like New York, Philadelphia, Chicago, San Francisco, Washington, 
D. C. , etc.

Our nation has a second strike nuclear response capability of wreaking 
unbelievable damage on the Soviet Union even after suffering a first strike. It has 
been conservatively estimated that, assuming a mid-1970's population of 247 million 
Russians, our second strike would kill more than 100 million people and destroy over 
75 per cent of their industrial capacity. Further, it should be noted that even with 
the deployment of anti-ballistic missile system, the damage of these nuclear strikes 
would be only slightly diminished. Instead of killing 120 million Americans, a light 
anti-ballistic missile system would lower the death rate to 110 million people, assum— 
ing a similar Soviet build-up in nuclear weaponry. With or without the anti-ballistic 
missile system, we can assume that the nation known as the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics and the nation known as the United States of America will no longer be in 
business.

To talk in terms of the death of millions of people often has little meaning 
because of the impersonality of these figures. However, it would be well to stop and 
think what each of us would do if we were lucky enough to be warned that Honolulu was 
to be hit by a nuclear blast. Where would you go? Do you know where the nearest 
fallout shelter is located? I am afraid that our frenzied and hopeless efforts to reach 
safety would reduce man to the basest of levels in which only the fittest, the luckiest, 
or the man with the gun would survive. And if we were attacked during the day, 
many families would even be denied the privilege of perishing together.

Even if permitted to survive the first attack, unbelievable disorder and 
chaos would face the survivors. Famine would be rampant, our transportation 
systems destroyed, our crops ruined, our food supplies quickly exhausted or con-
taminated, and our health problems compounded.

Many of us can recall the horrors that resulted from the bomb that was 
dropped on Hiroshima. That primitive atom bomb had the explosive power equivalent 
to 20, 000 tons of TNT. A megaton bomb is fifty times more powerful than the 
Hiroshima bomb.

The Iron Mountain Report suggests that war is necessary to maintain the 
sovereignity of nations. Others suggest that a 'Ismail" well-placed thermonuclear 
device could solve the situation in Vietnam. These suggestions would probably en-
danger the very existence of the human race and at the very least result in the 
destruction of civilization as we know it today. After the next war - "The Final War" - 
very little will remain to be sovereign about.
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THE HOUSING CRISIS

The Federal Government has been involved in housing programs for more than 
thirty years. In 1930 the Capital Federal Housing Administration was established; in 
1949, the National Public Housing Act; and in 1954, Urban Renewal. Today we have 
the Farmer's Home Administration, the Housing Assistance Administration, the 
Federal Home Loan Bank Board, the Federal National Mortgage Association, and the 
Housing and Urban Development Agency — all administering different programs to 
make more housing available to more people. Listed under HUD alone are some 
fifteen programs reaching from rent supplements to urban studies fellowships.

Since 1934, the Federal Housing Administration has insured more than $12 
billion in mortgages and loans, helped 8-1/2 million families to become home owners, 
aided builders by financing about 1,200,000 apartment units, and insured 28 million 
home improvement loans. For low income families, it has made available more than 
662, 000 dwelling units occupied by 2, 500, 000 people. A total of some 9, 700, 000 
persons have been provided decent housing since the program began.

But with all this housing, supply has not kept pace with demand. An estimated 
8,500,000 families today live in what is termed sub-standard housing — 4-1/2 million 
of these families in urban ghettos. Every year the number of people who require even 
sub-standard housing increases and the quality of available housing deteriorates.

One of the most serious causes of this failure has been the inability of our 
economic system to provide employment opportunities which would enable an increasing 
number of our people to rise out of poverty. But an additional factor has been the 
Federal Government's policy of offering assistance only to the "safe borrower''. 
Low income families, or families living in the wrong areas seldom qualify as "safe 
borrowers".

In my research, I was appalled to learn that until 1949 FHA required a 
standard deed to contain a racial covenant to qualify for insurance. And finally, years 
ago the Government decided that private industry was not interested in housing for the 
poor. This was an insulting assumption. Perhaps it resulted from the era of distrust 
generated by the Great Depression. Or perhaps the Government did not reckon with 
the seriousness of the problem. Now after years of trial and error, faced with a need 
to build more houses in the next 33 years than now exist in the entire nation, and 
obliged to reckon with price tags estimated at $1 trillion, we come at last to the con— 
clusion that Government and private industry must pool their efforts if we are to make 
headway against the flood.
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There is a great urgency in our housing need, We are told that we are 
becoming "two nations, one black and one white, separate, but unequal". We have 
seen the ugly consequences of racial prejudices. We have had analyzed for us the 
impossibility of maintaining apartheid societies in our cities with a present core 
Negro population of 12,000,000 -- expected to reach 20, 000, 000 by 1985. We know 
we cannot break the grip of poverty on the ghetto so long as there is heavy unemploy— 
ment among ghetto dwellers.

To compound this problem, industry has moved to the suburbs and jobs are 
beyond the reach of many center city dwellers. We know of the rising cost of crime 
in the ghetto, the increasing family deterioration, the hopelessness and futility of 
welfare programs. And now we have witnessed the intensity of the riots. Like it or 
not, these problems will not be solved by beefing up our police forces, or by special 
riot training for our National Guard, or by purchasing armored riot vehicles, or by 
organizing supplementary armies of vigilantes, or by arming the housewives. Force 
begets force and suppression breeds violence. If this has been true in every other 
country and civilization, how much more must it be true for American citizens if 
they feel their cause is just?

Make no mistake, I do not condone violence. It cannot be permitted either 
through crime in the streets or through burning or rioting. But, I am concerned at 
the thinking that turns first to repressing and second, if ever, to correcting the 
causes of violence.

All of this has a bearing upon housing. For while housing is not the total 
answer to the problems of the urban ghetto, it is an indispensable portion of the 
answer. The President's Commission on Civil Disorders lists three primary factors 
in Negro unrest: police practices, unemployment and underemployment and inadequate 
housing. Unless the Negro can improve his living conditions within the ghetto, and 
unless we deploy industry into the urban center, or provide him housing outlets within 
the suburbs, we shall only further the separateness of our society.

And there is another factor that must be considered. Woven throughout the 
ghetto dwellers' complaints, is one central underlying theme: the Negro wants to 
change the thinking and organization of this society so that he can feel proud of himself. 
The Negro is wise in demanding an opportunity to be proud, and we are fortunate that 
he desires this for it gives us something to build and something to build upon. Without 
pride there can be little self-direction, no ambition, and none of the self-restraint so 
necessary to citizenship in a free society.
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only is it un-Christian, it is poor economics to deny the Negro an opportunity to be 
proud. We have appalling evidence of that fact.

Now, a house is one means of giving a man pride. It is something he can 
own, enjoy, add to and beautify. It can be passed on to his children as a legacy. It 
gives a man incentive. A man who owns a house is not prone to become a criminal. 
Nor are his children. He becomes concerned with his community, he identifies with 
its institutions and as they have meaning to him he tries to improve them. In this 
whole process, he becomes a tax asset instead of a liability.

People sometimes point to the ghetto as evidence that housing projects are 
failures. They criticize the crowding together, the filth and squalor in the slum 
dwellings. They are not so quick to point out that slum rentals are among the most 
lucrative in the country. Certainly it is true that a tenant for $15. 00 in paint and 
brushes could improve the appearance of an apartment, and some dwellers do. But 
for many there is simply not $15.00 to spare. I believe that given the opportunity to 
live in dignity, these citizens will respond like other Americans.

It is against such background considerations as these that Congress will be 
considering housing proposals this session. You have read the President's message. 
His proposals have been introduced in the Congress as: the National Insurance 
Development Cooperation Act of 1968 and the Housing and Urban Development Act of 
1968. Both bills are a compilation of numerous proposals, some existing programs 
which would be expanded, and some new.

Both are intended to interest the private sector in participation. Through 
Government reinsurance, private insurance companies are encouraged to provide 
extensive coverage for losses incurred from fire, crime and other perils in areas 
which cannot now receive such coverage. FHA mortgage insurance would be extended 
to the "reasonably satisfactory" credit risks among low and moderate income 
families which desire to own their own homes but are not now able to qualify for 
necessary loans. The Federal Government would make contributions toward monthly 
interest payments to qualified families. Builders of rental housing for low and 
moderate income families would also receive assistance on their interest payments. 
A special capital risk insurance fund would absorb losses likely to develop from 
added risks. A National Advisory Commission on Low Income Housing would 
stimulate financial participation from all segments of the economy. And there are 
many other proposals.

I realize that to many people the Government has no business in housing, 
and that if the situation were left alone, somehow a solution would emerge. I too 
would prefer that the needs of our people could be met without Government interven— 
tion. But when they are not and when all other avenues have proved ineffective, then 
I feel the Government has a responsibility to move in. But if the Federal Government 
does move in with public monies, it has no choice but to move in with controls.
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Some will be quick to point to these as more Federal interference. The 
record will show that I have been strong in my support of so-called liberal legislation. 
However, I have long questioned the advisability of the Federal Government assuming 
responsibilities which state and local authorities should long ago have assumed for 
themselves. Nevertheless, I and others like myself must face up to conditions as 
they are.

To illustrate, a few weeks ago, the Mayors of large cities in the United 
States, gathered in Washington, and on television outlined their concern at the serious 
problems they faced in their cities. Each pointed a finger at Washington as the only 
avenue of hope and assistance. Now back of many of the problems they protest is a 
long history of local failures to implement zoning regulations, to trim down unneces— 
sary expenditures, to enforce rent controls, to modernize and humanize police 
practices and a host of other things, each of which has contributed to the ghetto 
problem. If these people are sincere in wanting improvement then, they had better 
not complain too loudly if a Federal bureaucracy insists on moving in to handle 
housing, employment and building codes.

I might talk to you for hours on housing problems, but the heart of what I 
want to say to you today is this: You who are seated in this hall can play a significant 
role in the era ahead. Indeed, without your initiative and cooperation, your imagina— 
tion and enterprise, we shall accomplish little. It is to you that your Government 
now turns.

America has been richly blessed in its natural resources. For years we 
have squandered our forest, wasted our soil, polluted our air and water. Only when 
it is almost too late have we attempted to turn back the consequences of our neglect.

We have been blessed with free institutions, valuable not for what they do 
for the strong who need no help, but for what they do for the weak by insuring justice. 
But blinded by our prejudices, we have not troubled ourselves when the weak have 
been aggrieved. Only now when the layers of accumulated hatred, and the unparal— 
leled preparations for the use of police power threaten the safety of us all have we 
begun to insure equality.

Our nation has been blessed with a loyal and energetic people, who with our 
resources, and our free institutions, have made this the richest nation on earth. 
But the true wealth of a nation lies not in its natural resources or its wealth, but in 
its people. In our haste to exploit opportunities for the strong, we have failed to 
provide opportunities for the weak. Now our wasted talent and hopelessness has 
become a national cancer. Unless through jobs, and homes, and respect, and 
dignity, we permit these people to move into the mainstreams of American life, our 
illness will consume us.

I am confident that from within the industrial and financial institutions of this 
nation will come men of talent and good will, who, working with Government, will 
turn this nation from its present adversities and help usher in a new and unparalleled 
era of national wealth and greatness.
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THE HOUSING CRISIS

THE FEDERAL, GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN INVOLVED IN 

HOUSING PROGRAMS FOR MORE THAN THIRTY YEARS. IN 1930 THE 

CAPITAL FEDERAL HOUSING ADMINISTRATION WAS ESTABLISHED; 

IN 1949, THE NATIONAL PUBLIC HOUSING ACT; AND IN 1954, 

URBAN RENEWAL. TODAY WE HAVE THE FARMER'S HOME ADMIN— 

ISTRATION, THE HOUSING ASSISTANCE ADMINISTRATION, THE 

FEDERAL HOME LOAN BANK BOARD, THE FEDERAL NATIONAL 

MORTGAGE ASSOCIATION, AND THE HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOP— 

MENT AGENCY — ALL ADMINISTERING DIFFERENT PROGRAMS TO 

MAKE MORE HOUSING AVAILABLE TO MORE PEOPLE. LISTED 

UNDER H.U.D. ALONE ARE SOME FIFTEEN PROGRAMS REACHING 

FROM RENT SUPPLEMENTS TO URBAN STUDIES FELLOWSHIPS.

SINCE 1934,
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SINCE 1934, THE FEDERAL HOUSING ADMINISTRATION HAS 

INSURED MORE THAN $ 12 BILLION IN MORTGAGES AND LOANS, 

HELPED 8-1/2 MILLION FAMILIES TO BECOME HOME OWNERS, 

AIDED BUILDERS BY FINANCING ABOUT 1,200,000 APARTMENT 

UNITS, AND INSURED 28 MILLION HOME IMPROVEMENT LOANS. 

FOR LOW INCOME FAMILIES, IT HAS MADE AVAILABLE MORE THAN 

662,000 DWELLING UNITS OCCUPIED BY 2,500,000 PEOPLE. A 

TOTAL OF SOME 9,700,000 PERSONS HAVE BEEN PROVIDED DECENT 

HOUSING SINCE THE PROGRAM BEGAN.

BUT WITH ALL THIS HOUSING, SUPPLY HAS NOT KEPT PACE 

WITH DEMAND. AN ESTIMATED 8, 500, 000 FAMILIES TODAY LIVE 

IN WHAT IS TERMED SUB-STANDARD HOUSING — 4-1/2 MILLION OF 

THESE FAMILIES IN URBAN GHETTOS. EVERY YEAR THE NUMBER 

OF PEOPLE WHO REQUIRE EVEN SUB-STANDARD HOUSING INCREASES 

AND THE QUALITY OF AVAILABLE HOUSING DETERIORATES.

ONE OF THE MOST
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ONE OF THE MOST SERIOUS CAUSES OF THIS FAILURE

HAS BEEN THE INABILITY OF OUR ECONOMIC SYSTEM TO PROVIDE 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES WHICH WOULD ENABLE AN 

INCREASING NUMBER OF OUR PEOPLE TO RISE OUT OF POVERTY. 

BUT AN ADDITIONAL FACTOR HAS BEEN THE FEDERAL GOVERN— 

MENT'S POLICY OF OFFERING ASSISTANCE ONLY TO THE "SAFE 

BORROWER". LOW INCOME FAMILIES, OR FAMILIES LIVING IN 

THE WRONG AREAS SELDOM QUALIFY AS "SAFE BORROWERS. "

IN MY RESEARCH, I WAS APPALLED TO LEARN THAT UNTIL 

1949 F.H.A. REQUIRED A STANDARD DEED TO CONTAIN A RACIAL 

COVENANT TO QUALIFY FOR INSURANCE. AND FINALLY, YEARS 

AGO THE GOVERNMENT DECIDED THAT PRIVATE INDUSTRY WAS NOT 

INTERESTED IN HOUSING FOR THE POOR. THIS WAS AN INSULTING 

ASSUMPTION. PERHAPS IT RESULTED FROM THE ERA OF DISTRUST 

GENERATED BY THE GREAT DEPRESSION. OR PERHAPS THE

GOVERNMENT DID NOT RECKON
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GOVERNMENT DID NOT RECKON WITH THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE 

PROBLEM. NOW AFTER YEARS OF TRIAL AND ERROR, FACED 

WITH A NEED TO BUILD MORE HOUSES IN THE NEXT 33 YEARS 

THAN NOW EXIST IN THE ENTIRE NATION, AND OBLIGED TO

RECKON WITH PRICE TAGS ESTIMATED AT $ 1 TRILLION, WE 

COME AT LAST TO THE CONCLUSION THAT GOVERNMENT AND 

PRIVATE INDUSTRY MUST POOL THEIR EFFORTS IF WE ARE TO 

MAKE HEADWAY AGAINST THE FLOOD.

THERE IS A GREAT URGENCY IN OUR HOUSING NEED.

WE ARE TOLD THAT WE ARE BECOMING "TWO NATIONS, ONE

BLACK AND ONE WHITE , SEPARATE , BUT UNEQUAL". WE HAVE 

SEEN THE UGLY CONSEQUENCES OF RACIAL PREJUDICES. WE 

HAVE HAD ANALYZED FOR US THE IMPOSSIBILITY OF MAINTAIN— 

ING APARTHEID SOCIETIES IN OUR CITIES WITH A PRESENT CORE 

NEGRO POPULATION OF 12,000,000 — EXPECTED TO REACH

20,000,000 BY 1985.
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20,000, 000 BY 1985. WE KNOW WE CANNOT BREAK THE GRIP

OF POVERTY ON THE GHETTO SO LONG AS THERE IS HEAVY 

UNEMPLOYMENT AMONG GHETTO DWELLERS.

TO COMPOUND THIS PROBLEM, INDUSTRY HAS MOVED

TO THE SUBURBS AND JOBS ARE BEYOND THE REACH OF MANY 

CENTER CITY DWELLERS. WE KNOW OF THE RISING COST OF 

CRIME IN THE GHETTO, THE INCREASING FAMILY DETERIORATION, 

THE HOPELESSNESS AND FUTILITY OF WELFARE PROGRAMS.

AND NOW WE HAVE WITNESSED THE INTENSITY OF THE RIOTS.

LIKE IT OR NOT, THESE PROBLEMS WILL NOT BE SOLVED BY 

BEEFING UP OUR POLICE FORCES, OR BY SPECIAL RIOT TRAINING 

FOR OUR NATIONAL GUARD, OR BY PURCHASING ARMORED RIOT 

VEHICLES, OR BY ORGANIZING SUPPLEMENTARY ARMIES OF 

VIGILANTES, OR BY ARMING THE HOUSEWIVES. FORCE BEGETS 

FORCE AND SUPPRESSION BREEDS VIOLENCE. IF THIS HAS BEEN

TRUE IN EVERY OTHER COUNTRY
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TRUE IN EVERY OTHER COUNTRY AND CIVILIZATION, HOW MUCH 

MORE MUST IT BE TRUE FOR AMERICAN CITIZENS IF THEY FEEL 

THEIR CAUSE IS JUST?

MAKE NO MISTAKE, I DO NOT CONDONE VIOLENCE. IT 

CANNOT BE PERMITTED EITHER THROUGH CRIME IN THE STREETS 

OR THROUGH BURNING OR RIOTING. I AM CONCERNED AT THE

THINKING THAT TURNS FIRST TO REPRESSING AND SECOND, IF

EVER, TO CORRECTING THE CAUSES OF VIOLENCE.

ALL OF THIS HAS A BEARING UPON HOUSING. FOR WHILE

HOUSING IS NOT THE TOTAL ANSWER TO THE PROBLEMS OF THE 

URBAN GHETTO, IT IS AN INDISPENSABLE PORTION OF THE ANSWER.

THE PRESIDENT'S COMMISSION ON CIVIL DISORDERS LISTS THREE 

PRIMARY FACTORS IN NEGRO UNREST: POLICE PRACTICES, 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDEREMPLOYMENT AND INADEQUATE 

HOUSING. UNLESS THE NEGRO CAN IMPROVE HIS LIVING CONDITIONS

WITHIN THE GHETTO,
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WITHIN THE GHETTO, AND UNLESS WE DEPLOY INDUSTRY INTO

THE URBAN CENTER, OR PROVIDE HIM HOUSING OUTLETS WITHIN

THE SUBURBS, WE SHALL ONLY FURTHER THE SEPARATENESS

OF OUR SOCIETY.

AND THERE IS ANOTHER FACTOR THAT MUST BE

CONSIDERED. WOVEN THROUGHOUT THE GHETTO DWELLERS'

COMPLAINTS, IS ONE CENTRAL UNDERLYING THEME: THE NEGRO

WANTS TO CHANGE THE THINKING AND ORGANIZATION OF THIS

SOCIETY SO THAT HE CAN FEEL PROUD OF HIMSELF. THE NEGRO

IS WISE IN DEMANDING AN OPPORTUNITY TO BE PROUD, AND WE

ARE FORTUNATE THAT HE DESIRES THIS FOR IT GIVES US SOMETHING

TO BUILD AND SOMETHING TO BUILD UPON. WITHOUT PRIDE

THERE CAN BE LITTLE SELF-DIRECTION, NO AMBITION, AND

NONE OF THE SELF-RESTRAINT SO NECESSARY TO CITIZENSHIP

IN A FREE SOCIETY.

TODAY, THE NEGRO IN THE GHETTO
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TODAY, THE NEGRO IN THE GHETTO HAS LITTLE TO BE

PROUD OF. CAN AN UNEMPLOYED PERSON, WHOSE CHILDREN

ARE INADEQUATELY HOUSED, IMPROPERLY FED, POORLY

CLOTHED, WHO MUST LEAVE HIS HOME SO HIS FAMILY CAN

QUALIFY FOR RELIEF CHECKS AND WHO SEES ALL AROUND HIM

THE ABUNDANCE OTHER AMERICANS ENJOY, BE PROUD OF HIMSELF ?

HOW IN OUR SOCIETY CAN A MAN BE PROUD WHEN THROUGH

INTOLERANCE AND BIGOTRY, THE VERY COLOR OF HIS SKIN AND

THE TEXTURE OF HIS HAIR ARE TREATED WITH REPUGNANCE

AND CONTEMPT ? NOT ONLY IS IT UN-CHRISTIAN, IT IS POOR 

ECONOMICS TO DENY THE NEGRO AN OPPORTUNITY TO BE PROUD. 

WE HAVE APPALLING EVIDENCE OF THAT FACT.

NOW, A HOUSE IS ONE MEANS OF GIVING A MAN PRIDE.

IT IS SOMETHING HE CAN OWN, ENJOY, ADD TO AND BEAUTIFY.

IT CAN BE PASSED ON TO HIS CHILDREN AS A LEGACY. IT GIVES

A MAN INCENTIVE.
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A MAN INCENTIVE . A MAN WHO OWNS A HOUSE IS NOT PRONE 

TO BECOME A CRIMINAL. NOR ARE HIS CHILDREN. HE BECOMES 

CONCERNED WITH HIS COMMUNITY, HE IDENTIFIES WITH ITS 

INSTITUTIONS AND AS THEY HAVE MEANING TO HIM HE TRIES TO 

IMPROVE THEM. IN THIS WHOLE PROCESS, HE BECOMES A TAX 

ASSET INSTEAD OF A LIABILITY.

PEOPLE SOMETIMES POINT TO THE GHETTO AS EVIDENCE 

THAT HOUSING PROJECTS ARE FAILURES. THEY CRITICIZE THE 

CROWDING TOGETHER, THE FILTH AND SQUALOR IN THE SLUM 

DWELLINGS. THEY ARE NOT SO QUICK TO POINT OUT THAT SLUM 

RENTALS ARE AMONG THE MOST LUCRATIVE IN THE COUNTRY. 

CERTAINLY IT IS TRUE THAT A TENANT FOR $ 15. 00 IN PAINT 

AND BRUSHES COULD IMPROVE THE APPEARANCE OF AN APARTMENT, 

AND SOME DWELLERS DO. BUT FOR MANY THERE IS SIMPLY NOT 

$ 15. 00 TO SPARE. I BELIEVE THAT GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO 

LIVE IN DIGNITY, THESE CITIZENS WILL RESPOND LIKE OTHER 

AMERICANS.
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AMERICANS.

IT IS AGAINST SUCH BACKGROUND CONSIDERATIONS AS

THESE THAT CONGRESS WILL BE CONSIDERING HOUSING PROPOSALS 

THIS SESSION. YOU HAVE READ THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE. HIS 

PROPOSALS HAVE BEEN INTRODUCED IN THE CONGRESS AS: THE 

NATIONAL INSURANCE DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION ACT OF 1968 

AND THE HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 1968.

BOTH BILLS ARE A COMPILATION OF NUMEROUS PROPOSALS,

SOME EXISTING PROGRAMS WHICH WOULD BE EXPANDED, AND 

SOME NEW.

BOTH ARE INTENDED TO INTEREST THE PRIVATE SECTOR 

IN PARTICIPATION . THROUGH GOVERNMENT REINSURANCE, 

PRIVATE INSURANCE COMPANIES ARE ENCOURAGED TO PROVIDE 

EXTENSIVE COVERAGE FOR LOSSES INCURRED FROM FIRE, CRIME 

AND OTHER PERILS IN AREAS WHICH CANNOT NOW RECEIVE SUCH 

COVERAGE. F.H.A. MORTGAGE INSURANCE WOULD BE EXTENDED

TO THE "REASONABLY SATISFACTORY"
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TO THE "REASONABLY SATISFACTORY" CREDIT RISKS AMONG LOW 

AND MODERATE INCOME FAMILIES WHICH DESIRE TO OWN THEIR 

OWN HOMES BUT ARE NOT NOW ABLE TO QUALIFY FOR NECESSARY 

LOANS. THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT WOULD MAKE CONTRIBUTIONS 

TOWARD MONTHLY INTEREST PAYMENTS TO QUALIFIED FAMILIES. 

BUILDERS OF RENTAL HOUSING FOR LOW AND MODERATE INCOME 

FAMILIES WOULD ALSO RECEIVE ASSISTANCE ON THEIR INTEREST 

PAYMENTS. A SPECIAL CAPITAL RISK INSURANCE FUND WOULD 

ABSORB LOSSES LIKELY TO DEVELOP FROM ADDED RISKS. A 

NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMISSION ON LOW INCOME HOUSING WOULD 

STIMULATE FINANCIAL PARTICIPATION FROM ALL SEGMENTS OF 

THE ECONOMY. AND THERE ARE MANY OTHER PROPOSALS.

I REALIZE THAT TO MANY PEOPLE THE GOVERNMENT 

HAS NO BUSINESS IN HOUSING, AND THAT IF THE SITUATION WERE 

LEFT ALONE, SOMEHOW A SOLUTION WOULD EMERGE. I TOO 

WOULD PREFER THAT
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WOULD PREFER THAT THE NEEDS OF OUR PEOPLE COULD BE MET

WITHOUT GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION. BUT WHEN THEY ARE

NOT AND WHEN ALL OTHER AVENUES HAVE PROVED INEFFECTIVE,

THEN I FEEL THE GOVERNMENT HAS A RESPONSIBILITY TO MOVE

IN. BUT IF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT DOES MOVE IN WITH

PUBLIC MONIES, IT HAS NO CHOICE BUT TO MOVE IN WITH CONTROLS.

SOME WILL BE QUICK TO POINT TO THESE AS MORE

FEDERAL INTERFERENCE. THE RECORD WILL SHOW THAT I HAVE

BEEN STRONG IN MY SUPPORT OF SO-CALLED LIBERAL LEGISLA—

TION. HOWEVER, I HAVE LONG QUESTIONED THE ADVISABILITY

OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT ASSUMING RESPONSIBILITIES

WHICH STATE AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES SHOULD LONG AGO HAVE

ASSUMED FOR THEMSELVES. NEVERTHELESS, I AND OTHERS

LIKE MYSELF MUST FACE UP TO CONDITIONS AS THEY ARE.

TO ILLUSTRATE, A FEW WEEKS AGO, THE MAYORS OF

LARGE CITIES IN THE UNITED STATES, GATHERED IN WASHINGTON,

AND ON TELEVISION
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AND ON TELEVISION OUTLINED THEIR CONCERN AT THE SERIOUS

PROBLEMS THEY FACED IN THEIR CITIES. EACH POINTED A

FINGER AT WASHINGTON AS THE ONLY AVENUE OF HOPE AND 

ASSISTANCE. NOW BACK OF MANY OF THE PROBLEMS THEY 

PROTEST IS A LONG HISTORY OF LOCAL FAILURES TO IMPLEMENT 

ZONING REGULATIONS, TO TRIM DOWN UNNECESSARY EXPENDI— 

TURES, TO ENFORCE RENT CONTROLS, TO MODERNIZE AND 

HUMANIZE POLICE PRACTICES AND A HOST OF OTHER THINGS, 

EACH OF WHICH HAS CONTRIBUTED TO THE GHETTO PROBLEM.

IF THESE PEOPLE ARE SINCERE IN WANTING IMPROVEMENT THEN,

THEY HAD BETTER NOT COMPLAIN TOO LOUDLY IF A FEDERAL 

BUREAUCRACY INSISTS ON MOVING IN TO HANDLE HOUSING, 

EMPLOYMENT AND BUILDING CODES.

I MIGHT TALK TO YOU FOR HOURS ON HOUSING PROBLEMS, BUT

THE HEART OF WHAT I WANT TO SAY TO YOU TODAY IS THIS: YOU

WHO ARE SEATED IN THIS HALL



14

WHO ARE SEATED IN THIS HALL CAN PLAY A SIGNIFICANT ROLE 

IN THE ERA AHEAD. INDEED, WITHOUT YOUR INITIATIVE AND 

COOPERATION, YOUR IMAGINATION AND ENTERPRISE, WE SHALL 

ACCOMPLISH LITTLE. IT IS TO YOU THAT YOUR GOVERNMENT 

NOW TURNS.

AMERICA HAS BEEN RICHLY BLESSED IN ITS NATURAL 

RESOURCES. FOR YEARS WE HAVE SQUANDERED OUR FOREST, 

WASTED OUR SOIL, POLLUTED OUR AIR AND WATER. ONLY WHEN 

IT IS ALMOST TOO LATE HAVE WE ATTEMPTED TO TURN BACK THE 

CONSEQUENCES OF OUR NEGLECT.

WE HAVE BEEN BLESSED WITH FREE INSTITUTIONS, 

VALUABLE NOT FOR WHAT THEY DO FOR THE STRONG WHO NEED 

NO HELP, BUT FOR WHAT THEY DO FOR THE WEAK BY INSURING 

JUSTICE. BUT BLINDED BY OUR PREJUDICES, WE HAVE NOT 

TROUBLED OURSELVES WHEN THE WEAK HAVE BEEN AGGRIEVED.

ONLY NOW WHEN THE
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ONLY NOW WHEN THE LAYERS OF ACCUMULATED HATRED, AND 

THE UNPARALLELED PREPARATIONS FOR THE USE OF POLICE 

POWER THREATEN THE SAFETY OF US ALL HAVE WE BEGUN TO 

INSURE EQUALITY.

OUR NATION HAS BEEN BLESSED WITH A LOYAL AND 

ENERGETIC PEOPLE, WHO WITH OUR RESOURCES, AND OUR 

FREE INSTITUTIONS, HAVE MADE THIS THE RICHEST NATION ON 

EARTH. BUT THE TRUE WEALTH OF A NATION LIES NOT IN ITS 

NATURAL RESOURCES OR ITS WEALTH, BUT IN ITS PEOPLE. 

IN OUR HASTE TO EXPLOIT OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE STRONG, 

WE HAVE FAILED TO PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE WEAK. 

NOW OUR WASTED TALENT AND HOPELESSNESS HAS BECOME A 

NATIONAL CANCER. UNLESS THROUGH JOBS, AND HOMES, AND 

RESPECT, AND DIGNITY , WE PERMIT THESE PEOPLE TO MOVE 

INTO THE MAINSTREAMS OF AMERICAN LIFE, OUR ILLNESS WILL 

CONSUME US.
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CONSUME US.

I AM CONFIDENT THAT FROM WITHIN THE INDUSTRIAL

AND FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS OF THIS NATION WILL COME MEN

OF TALENT AND GOOD WILL, WHO, WORKING WITH GOVERNMENT, 

WILL TURN THIS NATION FROM ITS PRESENT ADVERSITIES AND 

HELP USHER IN A NEW AND UNPARALLELED ERA OF NATIONAL 

WEALTH AND GREATNESS.



Democratic Fund Raising Dinner
State of Hawaii
Monday. March 18, 1968

"MIRROR, MIRROR ON THE WALL. ,

GALA PARTY AFFAIRS SUCH AS THE ONE WHICH BRINGS 

US TOGETHER THIS EVENING ARE USUALLY THE SCENE OF 

REMINISCENCES OF GREAT VICTORIES OF THE PAST AND 

CRUSHING ATTACKS ON THE OPPOSITION PARTY.

I SUPPOSE I COULD VERY WELL SPEND THE ENTIRE 

EVENING PLAYING THE ROLE OF A DEMAGOGUE ON SOME 

OF THE SHORTCOMINGS OF THE REPUBLICAN PARTY.

BUT I DO NOT VIEW THIS EVENING AS AN OCCASION 

FOR GREAT LEVITY AND I WOULD LIKE TO STRIKE A MORE 

SOMBER NOTE.

FOURTEEN YEARS AGO, SMALL GROUPS OF YOUTHFUL 

CONSPIRATORS, LED BY A FORMER POLICE CAPTAIN NAMED

JOHN A BURNS



JOHN A. BURNS WERE MEETING THROUGHOUT THE ISLAND

CHAIN TO PLAN A POLITICAL REVOLUTION IN HAWAII.

THESE YOUNG CONSPIRATORS WERE POLITICALLY LEAN

AND HUNGRY, FRUSTRATED AND ANGERED BY THE UNFULFILLED

PROMISES OF THE RULING PARTY. HISTORY SHOWS THAT THE 

REVOLUTION WAS A SUCCESS. (first before election 

fund raises Army)

ON NOVEMBER 2, 1954, WHEN THE VOTES WERE COUNTED, 

THERE WERE THOSE IN HAWAII WHO PREDICTED A DARK AND 

DISMAL FUTURE FOR THE PACIFIC TERRITORY. MANY 

BUSINESSMEN FORECAST A WAVE OF BANKRUPTCIES ON THE 

EVE OF A GENERAL BUSINESS DEPRESSION.

OTHERS PREDICTED DIRE CONSEQUENCES AS THE RESULT 

OF THE TAKEOVER OF OUR TERRITORIAL LEGISLATURE BY A 

GROUP OF RADICAL LEFT-WINGERS.

URGENT MESSAGES WERE SENT
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URGENT MESSAGES WERE SENT TO THE CONGRESS OF

THE UNITED STATES URGING CONGRESSMEN AND SENATORS TO

OPPOSE HAWAIIAN STATEHOOD. "HAWAII IS NO LONGER A 

DEMOCRACY, " THEY CRIED. "FOR THE FIRST TIME IN HISTORY, 

COMMUNISTS HAVE CAPTURED AMERICAN SOIL."

THE NEXT FOURTEEN YEARS WERE NOT EASY ONES FOR

THE DEMOCRATS.

SOMEHOW, WE SURVIVED THE FRUSTRATIONS OF THE

1955 LEGISLATIVE SESSION. WE LEARNED THERE WAS MORE

TO EXCELLENCE IN GOVERNMENT THAN ARDENT DESIRE OR 

HASTY PROMISES.

WE WERE TO TASTE THE BITTER FRUIT OF PARTY

FACTIONALISM AND THE SWEET PROMISE OF STATEHOOD, AT

LONG LAST.

WE CAN NOW LOOK BACK
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WE CAN NOW LOOK BACK ON FOURTEEN CONSECUTIVE 

YEARS OF SERVICE AS THE MAJOR POLITICAL PARTY IN HAWAII.

IT MAY BE WELL TO DWELL BRIEFLY ON WHAT HAS 

HAPPENED SINCE THOSE DIRE PREDICTIONS WERE MADE NEARLY 

A GENERATION AGO. AS I CITE A FEW STATISTICS, I DO NOT 

WISH TO SUGGEST THAT ALL THE GLORY OR CREDIT BELONGS TO 

THE DEMOCRATS ALONE.

THE RECORD OF THE PAST FOURTEEN YEARS BELONGS TO 

THE PEOPLE OF HAWAII. HOWEVER, I THINK WE CAN FAIRLY 

CLAIM THAT MEMBERS OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY PLAYED A 

VERY IMPORTANT ROLE BY BRINGING TOGETHER DIVERGENT 

ELEMENTS, INSPIRING THE PEOPLE AND, IN GENERAL, HELPING 

TO PROVIDE THE SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL CLIMATE 

IN WHICH WE COULD DEVELOP THE THRIVING SOCIETY

WE ENJOY TODAY.



WE ENJOY TODAY.

REMEMBER 1954 WHEN WE SPENT JUST UNDER $64 PER 

CAPITA TO EDUCATE OUR CHILDREN IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS? IN 

THE 1966 FISCAL YEAR WE SPENT DOUBLE THAT AMOUNT.

IN 1954, WE APPROPRIATED $2. 7 MILLION FOR THE 

UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII. IN THE 1967-68 FISCAL YEAR, WE 

SPENT $26.8 MILLION ON THE UNIVERSITY.

IN 1954, WE HAD A TOTAL OF 6, 532 STUDENTS IN ALL

CATEGORIES AT THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII. TODAY WE 

HAVE NEARLY 27, 000.

IN 1954, WE HAD 2,169 HOSPITAL BEDS. TODAY WE HAVE 

NEARLY 5,000.

IN 1954, WE HAD LESS THAN 8, 000 BUSINESS FIRMS. TODAY 

WE HAVE MORE THAN 12, 000.

IN 1954, WE HAD
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IN 1954, WE HAD 170,344 MOTOR VEHICLES, A NUMBER

WHICH HAS DOUBLED IN FOURTEEN YEARS.

IN 1954, WE WELCOMED 91, 000 TOURISTS. LAST YEAR

WE HAD MORE THAN A MILLION.

IN 1954, TOURISM BROUGHT US NEARLY $50 MILLION

IN INCOME. IN 1967 OUR COFFERS BULGED WITH MORE THAN

$300 MILLION IN TOURIST REVENUE.

I COULD GO ON, BUT THE RECORD IS OPEN TO ANYONE.

THIS IS NOT THE TIME TO DWELL ON OLD STATISTICS. RATHER

IT IS A TIME TO PROJECT MANY NEW ONES.

THE POINT IS THAT THE RECORD OF THE PAST FOURTEEN

YEARS IS A GENUINE SUCCESS STORY IN ANYONE'S BOOK.

WHEN SUCH STATISTICS ARE REELED OFF AT A POLITICAL

FUNCTION SUCH AS THIS, IT IS CUSTOMARY TO END THE LIST

WITH A RESOUNDING DECLARATION
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WITH A RESOUNDING DECLARATION THAT WE WILL ONCE AGAIN 

WIN A SMASHING VICTORY IN NOVEMBER.

WE MAY BE IMPRESSED BY THESE FIGURES BUT WHAT

OF OUR YOUNGER GENERATION IN HAWAII? ITS MEMBERS

HAVE GROWN UP IN THE SECURITY OF A WARM COCOON OF 

AFFLUENCE CREATED BY OUR EFFORTS. THEY KNOW LITTLE 

OF THE ICE-AGE DAYS OF HAWAIIAN POLITICS.

TO THEM, I BELIEVE, MANY OF OUR PRECIOUS STATISTICS

ARE IRRELEVANT. THEY MARCH TO A DIFFERENT DRUM AND

THEY HAVE A FLOOD OF NEW QUESTIONS -- NOT ABOUT THE 

PAST -- BUT ABOUT THE FUTURE OF HAWAII.

THE OUTCOME OF THE NOVEMBER ELECTIONS MAY WELL

DEPEND ON HOW WELL WE ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS.

ELOQUENT ANSWERS TO SOME OF THESE QUESTIONS ABOUT

THE FUTIR E OF HAWAII
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THE FUTURE OF HAWAII WERE ENUNCIATED IN A RECENT

BRILLIANT ADDRESS BY GOVERNOR JOHN A. BURNS.

ON THE MATTER OF VISITORS AND NEW ARRIVALS FROM

OTHER SHORES, THE GOVERNOR SAID:

"LET US WELCOME ALL. LET US SHARE WHAT THIS

GENERATION POSSESSES ONLY TEMPORARILY. LET ALL

OF AMERICA, ALL OUR PACIFIC NEIGHBORS AND ALL THE

WORLD BE WELCOMED HERE. OBVIOUSLY, THIS MAY TAX

OUR PLANNING AND OTHER RESOURCES. WE WILL HAVE TO

FIND IMAGINATIVE, INNOVATIVE WAYS OF HANDLING ALL

THOSE WHO WANT TO SEE AND FEEL THE BEAUTY AND CHARM 

OF THESE ISLANDS. WE MUST NOT LET THE VISITOR INFLUX 

DESTROY THAT BEAUTY AND CHARM. INSTEAD, WE MUST 

PROTECT, DEVELOP AND DISPLAY IT FOR ALL TO SEE —

FROM THE SHELTERED VALLEY
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FROM THE SHELTERED VALLEY OF KALALAU TO THE

SEA-SPRAYED ROCKS OF SOUTH POINT.

"THIS CAN BE DONE. IT MUST BE DONE. IF HAWAII,

BY REASON OF NEW INCREASES IN RESIDENT AND VISITOR

POPULATION, LOSES THE SPIRIT OF ALOHA FOR WHICH IT

IS WORLD FAMOUS, THEN IT WILL BE A STATE HARDLY

WORTH LIVING IN. THE MOST BEAUTIFUL GIRL IN THE

WORLD WILL HAVE TURNED INTO "GOLD DIGGER, 1985. "

ON THE MATTER OF PEOPLE AND BUSINESS, THE GOVERNOR

SAID:

"HOW TIMES CHANGE! IN EARLIER YEARS, IT WAS

FELT THAT A FACTORY HERE, A BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENT

THERE, WERE THE CHIEF MEANS OF INCREASING PRODUCTIVITY.

NOW WE BEGIN TO SEE THAT INVESTMENTS IN HUMAN BETTERMENT--

EDUCATION, HEALTH,
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EDUCATION, HEALTH, WORK TRAINING, VOCATIONAL 

REHABILITATION AND SIMILAR PROGRAMS EMPHASIZING

PEOPLE RATHER THAN PROJECTS--MAY BE FAR MORE

IMPORTANT SOURCES OF ECONOMIC SUCCESS."

AND ON THE MATTER OF OUR ROLE IN THE PACIFIC, THE 

GOVERNOR SAID:

"IT HAS BEEN SAID OF US THAT WE 'GLOW IN THE

DARK' WITH A LIGHT THAT CAN HELP ILLUMINATE THIS

PACIFIC WORLD. WE MUST SPREAD THAT LIGHT, REACHING

OUT WITH PRACTICAL PLANS AND PROGRAMS TO OFFER 

SERVICES OF ASSISTANCE TO THE NEWLY EMERGENT

REGIONS OF THE PACIFIC-ASIAN COMMUNITY."

THE GOVERNOR'S WORDS WILL SERVE US WELL AS WE

PREPARE OUR ANSWERS
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PREPARE OUR ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS OF THE NEW

GENERATION. BUT THERE ARE OTHER QUESTIONS, QUESTIONS 

CONCERNING OUR POLITICAL PERSONALITY AND CHARACTER,

WHICH ARE NOW BEING POSED IN MANY QUARTERS. AS ONE

WHO IS INVOLVED IN THIS POLITICAL PERSONALITY AND

CHARACTER, I FIND IT DIFFICULT TO GIVE CANDID AND

FORTHRIGHT ANSWERS AT THIS MOMENT, BUT NEVERTHELESS,

I SINCERELY BELIEVE THAT WE DEMOCRATS SHOULD FACE UP

AND AT LEAST ASK OURSELVES THOSE PERSISTENT QUESTIONS.

ARE WE DEMOCRATS GETTING POLITICALLY FAT

AND LAZY?

HAVE WE LOST THE ZEAL, FIRE AND IMAGINATION

OF 1954?

WILL OUR PLATFORM AND PROGRAMS BE EXCITING

ENOUGH AND IMAGINARY ENOUGH
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ENOUGH AND IMAGINARY ENOUGH TO ATTRACT THE NEW 

GENERATION, A GENERATION WHICH WILL NEVER SETTLE FOR 

WORN-OUT CLICHES AND EMPTY PROMISES?

HAS OUR PARTY BECOME A POLITICAL HAVEN FOR

THE ANOINTED FEW, OR CAN WE COME UP WITH NEW AND 

EXCITING PROGRAMS AND TAKE CHALLENGING POSITIONS WHICH 

WILL ATTRACT NEW BLOOD AND NEW ENERGIES?

FACTIONALISM IN A POLITICAL PARTY CAN BE HEALTHY 

BECAUSE IT ENCOURAGES THE DEBATE AND THE DISCUSSIONS 

SO NECESSARY TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF NEW PROGRAMS. 

BUT CAN A PARTY AFFORD THE LUXURY OF FACTIONALISM 

BASED NOT UPON A DIFFERENCE IN IDEAS, BUT UPON A 

DIFFERENCE IN PERSONALITIES?

EACH MORNING WE RISE AND ONCE AGAIN FACE THE

BATHROOM MIRROR.
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BATHROOM MIRROR. BECAUSE THE DAILY CHANGE IS EVER SO 

SLIGHT, PERHAPS WE FAIL TO DETECT THE ONSET OF POLITICAL 

OBESITY OR THE FRESH CURL OF ARROGANCE ON OUR LIPS.

INSTEAD WE MAY TEND TO SEE THE SLENDER FIGURES 

OF OUR YOUTH AND THE GENUINELY FRIENDLY SMILES WHICH 

ACCOMPANIED OUR FIRST POLITICAL VICTORIES.

THIS IS A TIME FOR SOUL-SEARCHING.

IF WE FAIL TO DO SO, THE PEOPLE OF HAWAII WILL

RESPOND IN NOVEMBER AND THE RESPONSE MAY NOT BE

TOO PLEASANT.



Keynote Speech by Senator Daniel K. Inouye 
Democratic Fund-Raising Dinner
State of Hawaii
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"MIRROR, MIRROR ON THE WALL. . . "

Gala party affairs such as the one which brings us together this evening are 
usually the scene of reminiscences of great victories of the past and crushing attacks 
on the opposition party.

I suppose I could very well spend the entire evening playing the role of a 
demagogue on some of the shortcomings of the Republican Party.

But I do not view this evening as an occasion for great levity and I would 
like to strike a more somber note.

Fourteen years ago, small groups of youthful conspirators, led by a former 
police captain named John A. Burns were meeting throughout the Island chain to plan 
a political revolution in Hawaii. These young conspirators were politically lean and 
hungry, frustrated and angered by the unfulfilled promises of the ruling party. 
History shows that the revolution was a success.

On November 2, 1954 when the votes were counted, there were those in 
Hawaii who predicted a dark and dismal future for the Pacific Territory. Many busi-
nessmen forecast a wave of bankruptcies on the eve of a general business depression. 
Others predicted dire consequences as the result of the takeover of our Territorial 
Legislature by a group of radical left-wingers. Urgent messages were sent to the 
Congress of the United States urging Congressmen and Senators to oppose Hawaiian 
Statehood. "Hawaii is no longer a democracy, " they cried. "For the first time in 
history, Communists have captured American soil. "

The next fourteen years were not easy ones for the Democrats. Somehow, 
we survived the frustrations of the 1955 legislative session. We learned there was 
more to excellence in government than ardent desire or hasty promises. We were 
to taste the bitter fruit of party factionalism and the sweet promise of statehood, at 
long last. We can now look back on fourteen consecutive years of service as the 
major political party in Hawaii.

It may be well to dwell briefly on what has happened since those dire 
predictions were made nearly a generation ago. As I cite a few statistics, I do not 
wish to suggest that all the glory or credit belongs to the Democrats alone. The 
record of the past fourteen years belongs to the people of Hawaii. However, I think 
we can fairly claim that members of the Democratic Party played a very important
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roleby bringing together divergent elements, inspiring the people and, in general, 
helping to provide the social, economic and political climate in which we could 
develop the thriving society we enjoy today.

Remember 1954 when we spent just under $64 per capita to educate our 
children in public schools? In the 1966 fiscal year we spent double that amount.

In 1954, we appropriated $2. 7 million for the University of Hawaii. In the 
1967-63 fiscal year, we spent $26. 8 million on the University.

In 1954, we had a total of 6, 532 students in all categories at the University 
of Hawaii. Today we have nearly 27, 000.

In 1954, we had 2,169 hospital beds. Today we have nearly 5, 000.

In 1954, we had less than 8, 000 business firms. Today we have more than 
12,000.

In 1954, we had 170, 344 motor vehicles, a number which has doubled 
in fourteen years.

In 1954, we welcomed 91, 000 tourists. Last year we had more than a 
million.

In 1954, tourism brought us nearly $50 million in income. In 1967 our 
-offers bulged with more than $300 million in tourist revenue.

I could go on, but the record is open to anyone. This is not the time to 
dwell on old statistics. Rather it is a time to project many new ones. The point is 
that the record of the past fourteen years is a genuine success story in anyone's book. 
When such statistics are reeled off at a political function such as this, it is customary 
to end the list with a resounding declaration that we will once again win a smashing 
victory in November.

We may be impressed by these figures but what of our younger generation 
in Hawaii? Its members have grown up in the security of a warm cocoon of affluence 
created by our efforts. They know little of the ice-age days of Hawaiian politics. 
To them, I believe, many of our precious statistics are irrelevant. They march to 
a different drum and they have a flood of new questions -- not about the past — but 
about the future of Hawaii.

The outcome of the November elections may well depend on how well we 
answer these questions. Eloquent answers to some of these questions about the future 
of Hawaii were enunciated in a recent brilliant address by Governor John A. Burns.



On the matter of visitors and new arrivals from other shores, the Governor said:

"Let us welcome all. Let us share what this generation possesses only 
temporarily. Let all of America, all our Pacific neighbors and all the 
world be welcomed here. Obviously, this may tax our planning and other 
resources. We will have to find imaginative, innovative ways of handling 
all those who want to see and feel the beauty and charm of these Islands. 
We must not let the visitor influx destroy that beauty and charm. Instead, 
we must protect, develop and display it for all to see -- from the sheltered 
valley of Kalalau to the sea-sprayed rocks of South Point.

"This can be done. It must be done. If Hawaii, by reason of new increases 
in resident and visitor population, loses the spirit of Aloha for which it is 
world famous, then it will be a state hardly worth living in. The most 
beautiful girl in the world will have turned into 'Gold Digger, 1985' . "

On the matter of people and business, the Governor said:

"How times change! In earlier years, it was felt that a factory here, a 
business establishment there, were the chief means of increasing produc— 
tivity. Now we begin to see that investments in human betterment — 
education, health, work training, vocational rehabilitation and similar 
programs emphasizing people rather than projects — may be far more 
important sources of economic success. "

And on the matter of our role in the Pacific, the Governor said:

"It has been said of us that we 'glow in the dark' with a light that can help 
illuminate this Pacific world. We must spread that light, reaching out 
with practical plans and programs to offer services of assistance to the 
newly emergent regions of the Pacific-Asian community."

The Governor's words will serve us well as we prepare our answers to the 
questions of the new generation. But there are other questions, questions concerning 
our political personality and character, which are now being posed in many quarters. 
As one who is involved in this political personality and character, I find it difficult 
to give candid and forthright answers at this moment, but nevertheless, I sincerely 
believe that we Democrats should face up and at least ask ourselves those persistent 
questions.

Are we Democrats getting politically fat and lazy?

Have we lost the zeal, fire and imagination of 1954?

-3-
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Will our platform and programs be exciting enough and imaginary enough 
to attract the new generation, a generation which will never settle for worn-out 
cliches and empty promises?

Has our Party become a political haven for the anointed few, or can we 
come up with new and exciting programs and take challenging positions which will 
attract new blood and new energies?

Factionalism in a political party can be healthy because it encourages the 
debate and the discussions so necessary to the development of new programs. But 
can a party afford the luxury of factionalism based not upon a difference in ideas, 
but upon a difference in personalities?

Each morning we rise and once again face the bathroom mirror. Because 
the daily change is ever so slight, perhaps we fail to detect the onset of political 
obesity or the fresh curl of arrogance on our lips.

Instead we may tend to see the slender figures of our youth and the 
genuinely friendly smiles which accompanied pur first political victories.

This is a time for soul-searching.

If we fail to do so, the people of Hawaii will respond in November and the 
response may not be too pleasant.



5 August 1968

Comm. Richard Miyashiro
And Officers of Hilo
Chapter # 6 

Disabled American Veterans 
Hilo, Hawaii

Dear Richard:

It is always with great pleasure and a feeling of 
personal comradeship that I anticipate the activities 
and successes of the Disabled American Veterans organiza— 
tion.

I wish to extend my best wishes and congratulations 
to the officers and members of Hilo Chapter 6, Disabled 
American Veterans on the occasion of their installation 
banquet. I know that DAV’s dedication to the betterment 
of our fellow men will continue to thrive in times of 
strife or peace.

Warmest aloha.

Sincerely,

DANIEL K. INOUYE
United States Senator

DKI:ps





Speech by Senator Daniel K. Inouye
Mid-Pacific Institute Commencement Exercise
Saturday, June 8, 1968

WHY CAN’T THE NEGRO BE LIKE YOU?

Just before I left Washington, an acquaintance called at my office. A prominent 
businessman, he was concerned about the threat of more riots in the cities and the 
resultant loss in human life and property.

After a brief discussion of the problem, he looked at me and said: "Why can't the 
Negro be like you? Your grandfather not only had nothing but owed a large debt 
when he crossed many thousands of miles of ocean to a strange land -- Hawaii.

"He and your father were dirt farmers, simple tillers of the soiL Yet today, you 
sit as one of the 100 members of the most exclusive club in this nation -- the United 
States Senate. Tell me, why can't the Negro be like you?"

This afternoon, I want to share with you my thoughts on this question which has been 
asked again and again by countless Americans representing a wide variety of ethnic 
groups.

The question is asked by Poles, Jews, Italians, Irish, Japanese and Chinese, by all 
those Americans of foreign ancestry who believe that they have successfully scaled 
the ladder of economic success in this country.

Why can't the Negro be like us?

Because I am not a Negro, my answers will doubtless be conditioned by my up-
bringing and my environment and many Negroes will contend that I have no right to 
even attempt to answer this question.

Nevertheless, I am a member of a minority ethnic group in this country. I also 
evolved from a background of real poverty by today's standards and my family sur— 
mounted many difficulties in its battle for survival. But these facts do not place me 
on the same level .as the Negro. There are many, many differences. Let me 
enumerate some of them.

First of all, my skin is not black. That skin color alone blurs the person behind it 
and ignites old prejudices which have smoldered in this country for generations.

My skin is yellow but for all practical purposes I am accepted as a member of white 
society. No police officer is liable to hail me as "Boy" or "Nigger" when he wants 
my attention. It makes a world of difference.
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Secondly, my grandfather came to this country as a free man. True, he was under 
contract to work for meager wages but he did not come as a slave. Even as a poor 
immigrant, he enjoyed certain Constitutional rights under the U.S. flag and he was 
not prevented from exercising them.

Now some will say, "Sure the Negroes first came here as slaves. But that was more 
than a hundred years ago. What's that got to do with what's going on today? "

The fact is that the events of a century ago can have a definite impact on the hap— 
penings in 20th century America. Let me give you an example.

There has been much criticism leveled against the Negro on the grounds that he has 
no appreciation of what we call the family unit. These critics point to the countless 
thousands of households in hundreds of American cities where there is no father, no 
man in the house.

If we go back to the early days of the African slave trade, I think we can find some 
evidence as to why the Negroes have a matriarchal society today.

In those days, great raiding parties cut deep into Africa to herd black men, women 
and children to the coastal slave markets. Here they were sold as so many animals 
and with much less dignity than we buy and sell horses today.

Stripped of their rags, they were examined by buyers who wanted healthy specimens 
who could reproduce their kind and bring even more money into the coffers of the 
cotton plantations. Hardened buyers, immune to the wails of the fearful, fingered 
their muscles, examined their organs and even forced their mouths open to check 
their teeth as they would a horse.

The sick or malingering were cast aside, perhaps consigned to live out their pitiful 
lives in the service of some petty desert sheik who lacked sufficient gold to compete 
with the monied merchants of the New World.

These slaves could not communicate with their masters, but even if they could, there 
was no law to protect them. They were regarded as chattel and could be bought and 
sold, used as security, and disposed of like any other personal property.

Their owners enjoyed the power of life and death over them and slaves could be killed 
without inviting punishment. The act was comparable to shooting a dog.

Once on the plantation, healthy male slaves were ordered to cohabit with female slaves 
to produce children. The children in turn were bought and sold when they reached a 
marketable age. Negro couples were often separated and their children were denied 
them.

Nor was it uncommon for white masters to take liberties with female slaves of their 
choice. The women had no alternative unless they chose death.
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There was no dignity in this society for the Negro father, no way that he could 
demonstrate his manhood. He could only look forward to further bowing and scraping — 
total and abject submission. This is the cultural tradition of the Negro father of 
today.

When slavery was finally abolished in this country, many Negroes went North to the 
cities where they found themselves unwelcome in decent society. Their slavery back— 
ground, coupled with a total lack of formal education, made it impossible to compete 
with their white counterparts in an effort to earn adequate living.

But there was still one recourse for starving Negro families in some communities. 
Compassionate political leaders in some cities had instituted welfare programs limited 
to destitute families. These families were given the barest minimums of food, 
clothing and shelter, just enough to enable them to survive.

But every state, including Hawaii at one time, provided that no family was eligible 
for welfare benefits as long as that family included an able-bodied man.

That law prevails to this day in many U. S. communities and it is that law which en— 
courages the unemployed male Negro to stay away from his family so they can remain 
eligible for welfare benefits.

This then is the American tradition, the American way. Now let us look at another 
country which dealt with the slavery problem with very different results.

Brazil had a slave trade which began years before our own. But today the descendants 
of those slaves are not burning or looting the cities. Perhaps it is because in Brazil 
they are fully integrated members of Brazilian society.

The great political influence of the Catholic Church in Brazil in the time of the slave 
trade made the difference. The church declared that slaves were human beings who, 
although they led unfortunate lives, were still children of God.

If a Brazilian male slave was ordered to live with a female, he had first to be married 
by a priest. Not only was the union sanctified by the church, but the couple and their 
children could not be separated. And so in Brazil, as the result of religious laws, 
the family unit concept was maintained to this day.

Unlike other Americans, the Negro is unable to point with pride to his ancestors for 
there is no written record of the family tree, no old family Bible in which names can 
be traced back for generations as I can go back ten generations in my own family.

So we can see that in earlier years of our history, we destroyed the Negro's dignity, 
took away his manhood, and left him bereft of any pride in his cultural heritage. Even 
his name is not his own.
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But what about public education? Wasn't this an opportunity for the Negro to better 
himself so that he could compete in a white society?

With the "emancipation" following the Civil War, American Negroes could look for— 
ward to sharing in America's bounties during the Reconstruction period. The first 
Civil Rights law was passed in 1875 and it gave Negroes the right to equal accom— 
modations, facilities and the advantages of public transportation, inns, theaters, 
and places of public amusement. But there were no effective enforcement provisions 
in the law and it was poorly enforced.

Then there was the Ku Klux Klan, a secret organization dedicated to the reestablish— 
ment of white supremacy in the land. Negroes who had held public office or voted 
were barred from jobs and one group bragged of having killed 116 Negroes and having 
them thrown into the Tallahatchie River.

A public education for Negroes? In those days, it was out of the question. Later 
Negroes were to be guaranteed separate but equal education facilities. But they were 
never really equal and they insured the Negro of an inferior education.

Poverty-stricken Negroes, denied equal job opportunities because they did not have 
equal educational opportunities, suffer from diet deficiences and are often unaware 
of potential health needs.

Because of this, about 30 per cent, nearly one out of three, of all families earning 
less than $2, 000 a year suffer from chronic health conditions that adversely affect 
their employment as compared with less than 8 per cent of families with incomes of 
$7, 000 or more.

The Negro can expect an infant mortality rate from two to three times that of the 
white citizen. He is often unable to maintain sanitary conditions at home because he 
can't buy a refrigerator or a freezer and he has learned to expect inadequate garbage 
collection services in the slums.

He will pay more for his pitiful slum dwelling than he might expect to pay for com— 
parable facilities in many suburbs. One Negro may pay only $15 a month but you may 
find six living in his apartment, each paying $15 a month.

He pays more for his groceries, more for his furniture, more for his liquor, more 
for his borrowing on credit, even though he can least afford such charges. And today, 
many thousands of Negroes with medals for valor earned in Vietnam and some 
crippled for life by enemy bullets and grenades are returning to the ghettos to find 
little, if any, improvement in living conditions. Is it any wonder, then, that some 
Negroes are led to looting and arson in a blind rage against society.
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The history of America is replete with a record of Negro repression for generations 
and this dates from colonial times. In 1776, one out of every six residents of this 
country was a slave. The post Civil War era destroyed the dawning hopes of Negroes 
once more. Some Negro soldiers who returned from World War I were lynched in 
their uniforms. In World War II, they were accepted only in separate noncombat 
units. Desegregation of the military was not ordered until 1949.

Over the years a large body of literature came into being to "prove" that Negroes 
were subhumans after all. Only last month in Washington, we learned that a major 
American corporation, which manufactures x-ray machines, admitted that it had 
mistakenly advised its customers to give Negroes a heavier dose rate of x-rays than 
whites because their skin and bones were more difficult to penetrate. The belief 
proved to be totally without foundation.

Even the educated Negro finds little to cheer him in America. The school books 
were written for whites and contain only white history. He will search in vain for 
major works on the Negro's cultural contributions to this country.

We tend to forget that when the great bulk of our European and Asiatic immigrants 
came to this country, America was building a great urban-industrial society and jobs 
for the unskilled were plentiful. In Hawaii the plantations provided the jobs.

Today, however, industry seeks the skilled worker as the result of increasing auto— 
mation on the assembly lines. This means that new methods of escape must be found 
for the Negro.

Some say money is the only answer — money in the billions. While I admit that 
enormous sums must be spent on this problem once the demands of Vietnam are 
eased, I submit that money alone will never solve the problem.

White Americans, and Americans of every ethnic group, must learn to understand 
the true magnitude of the Negro problem and the reasons for its existence.

Only with this understanding can come the willingness to assist Negroes, to offer 
them a helping hand, to insist upon their equal rights, and to freely support the cost 
of Federal programs designed to regenerate them.

I believe that such an education program should be instituted now in every American 
public school. The children, as children will, can then educate their parents.

Needless to say, our nation's effort to regenerate and rehabilitate our black citizens 
cannot be a one-way affair. White society cannot be expected to unconditionally yield 
to the demands of some of the militant Negro leaders, nor can the Negro expect to 
receive unlimited assistance. The success of our program will depend to a great 
degree upon the attitude of the Negro community. Unfair though it may sound, the 
Negro will have to try a little harder. The Negro is faced with a great challenge.



Much will be expected of him. He will now have the supreme opportunity of demon— 
strating to his white neighbors that the slurs and insults suggesting Negro immorality 
and inferiority are all cruel and baseless lies. We stand ready to help but he must 
also help himself.

In closing, I beg every one of you here today to resolve to study this problem and to 
understand it in your hearts. If you can do this, you will have made a major contri— 
bution toward the development of that truly free society that we all seek. Think of 
the disadvantaged American when we recite the following:

"One nation under God, indivisible with liberty and justice for all. "

Page 6



26 July 1968

AIRMAIL-SPECIAL DELIVERY

Mr. Taro Nakamoto, Chairman
Banquet Committee
Hilo, Hawaii 96720

Dear Taro:

Please express my personal congratulations to Mr. Koichi 
Taniguchi, Mr. Yoshio Shinoda and Dr. Zenko Matayoshi on 
their receipt of the Order of the Sacred Treasure from the 
government of Japan.

The Centennial Celebration re-emphasized the mutual under-
standing between East and West and the part that men of 
vision like the three honorees played in the history of 
Hawaii. We of the younger generation recognize and revere 
the foundations for progress which were built for us by 
the fidelity and pioneering spirit of those who came before 
us.

Warmest aloha.

Sincerely,

DANIEL K. INOUYE 
United States Senator

DKI:eyh



DANIEL K. INOUYE 
HAWAII

United States Senate

STATE OFFICE: 
Capital Investment Bldg. 

Honolulu, Hawaii 
MORIO OMORI 

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

July 19, 1968
JUL 22 1968

Dear Boss:

I was just asked by Mr. Taro Nakamoto, chairman in- 
charge of the Testimonial banquet committee, for a 
Congratulatory Message to be held in Hilo, Saturday, 
Aug July 27th at the Wailoa State park.

The Testimonial banquet will be for the three recipients 
who recently received the Order of the Sacred Treasure 
from the government of Japan during the Centennial 
celebration, I know, you won't have too much time and 
this being a last minute thing, I would appreciate if you 
could rush the message directly to me. Please make one 
message for the honoree's.

Address message to:

Mr. Taro Nakamoto, Chairman 
Banquet Committee
Hilo, Hawaii 96720

Congratulatory Message for the three honorees:

Start message with 
"Dear Taro"

Mr. Koichi Taniguchi
Mr. loshio Shinoda
Dr. Zenko Matayoshi

About a week ago, I requested three seperate Congratulatory 
message for the three honorees which was for the individuals. 
The above request is for the July 27th Testimonial banquet.

ueorgi
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OMNIBUS HOUSING LEGISLATION

THE LARGEST HOUSING BILL IN THE HISTORY OF THIS

NATION CLEARED THE HOUSE AND SENATE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 

THIS PAST WEEKEND. IT CALLS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF 26 

MILLION HOUSING UNITS OVER A TEN YEAR PERIOD, INCLUDING THE 

CONSTRUCTION AND/OR REHABILITATION OF SIX MILLION LOW AND 

MODERATE INCOME HOUSING. THIS GOAL REPRESENTS AN INCREASE 

OF NEARLY 12 MILLION UNITS OVER THE PAST DECADE.

THIS IS AN AUTHORIZATION BILL AND IF ALL FUNDS ARE

LATER APPROPRIATED THE ESTIMATED COST IS $5.3 BILLION OVER

A THREE-YEAR PERIOD. SUCH A PROGRAM WOULD REPLACE SUB—

STANTIALLY ALL SUBSTANDARD DWELLINGS IN TH IS COUNTRY.

WITH SOME 20 MILLION AMERICANS NOW LIVING IN WHAT

CAN ONLY BE TERMED WRETCHED HOUSING, WE CANNOT UNDER—

ESTIMATE THE IMPORTANCE OF THIS LEGISLATION TO OUR NATIONAL

life. One of the key



-2-

LIFE.

ONE OF THE KEY FEATURES OF THE BILL WILL PLACE

HOME OWNERSHIP WITHIN THE REACH OF MANY THOUSANDS OF

AMERICANS FOR THE FIRST TIME. WE ALL KNOW FROM EXPERIENCE 

THAT HOME OWNERSHIP BRINGS WITH IT A SENSE OF PRIDE AND 

PURPOSE AND THAT IT IS THE GOAL OF MOST AMERICAN FAMILIES.

WE WILL MAKE THIS POSSIBLE FOR MANY FAMILIES BY UNDERWRITING 

ALL BUT ONE PER CENT OF THE MORTGAGE INTEREST COSTS. THIS 

MEANS THAT A FAMILY WITH A $3, 500 INCOME WILL BE ABLE TO 

AFFORD A $12,000 HOME.

A SIMILAR PROGRAM TO CREATE RENTAL HOUSING FOR 

LOW-INCOME FAMILIES IS ALSO IN THE BILL. STILL ANOTHER FEATURE 

CALLS FOR INSURED MORTGAGES AT THREE (3) PER CENT INTEREST 

TO NON-PROFIT CORPORATIONS, SUCH AS CHURCH GROUPS OR LABOR

unions which acquire
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UNIONS WHICH ACQUIRE AND REHABILITATE SUBSTANDARD HOUSING 

FOR RESALE TO LOW-INCOME FAMILIES.

FAMILIES WITH IRREGULAR CREDIT HISTORIES WHICH 

PREVIOUSLY PREVENTED THEM FROM OBTAINING FHA MORTGAGE 

INSURANCE WILL GET HELP UNDER THE NEW BILL. MANY OF THEM 

WILL BE ABLE TO OBTAIN MORTGAGES AND THEY WILL RECEIVE 

SPECIAL COUNSELING SERVICES ON DEBT MANAGEMENT AND THE 

PROPER CARE OF A HOME.

IN THE PAST, MANY OLDER NEIGHBORHOODS HAVE BEEN 

CONDEMNED TO A SLOW DEATH WHEN THEY WERE DENIED CREDIT BY 

THE FHA AND PRIVATE FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS. THIS NEW HOUSING 

LEGISLATION PERMITS THE FHA TO WAIVE THE ECONOMIC SOUNDNESS 

REQUIREMENTS NECESSARY FOR FHA INSURANCE WHEN THE PROPERTY 

IS IN AN OLDER, DECLINING NEIGHBORHOOD.

Recognizing that many
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RECOGNIZING THAT MANY OF THESE PROGRAMS WILL

HAVE HIGHER RISKS THAN OTHER TYPES OF MORTGAGES, THE 

CONGRESS HAS CREATED A SPECIAL RISK INSURANCE FUND TO COVER 

LOSSES IN EXCESS OF INSURANCE PREMIUM RESERVES. THESE 

DEFICITS WILL BE MADE UP BY ANNUAL APPROPRIATIONS.

THE BILL ALSO INCLUDED A PROPOSAL INTRODUCED BY

MYSELF AND SENATOR FONG WHICH WILL AUTHORIZE FHA-INSURED

LOANS FOR THE PURCHASE OF FEE SIMPLE TITLES TO LEASED LANDS 

USED FOR RESIDENTIAL PURPOSES IN HAWAII. THIS PROVISION SHOULD 

HELP TO REDUCE THE FINANCING COSTS ON LEASEHOLD PROPERTY 

PURCHASES.

STILL ANOTHER FEATURE OF THE BILL ESTABLISHES A

PROGRAM TO ASSIST DEVELOPERS OF NEW COMMUNITIES TO COVER

THE LARGE CAPITAL INVESTMENT NECESSARY AND THE CONSIDERABLE .

length of time



LENGTH OF TIME BEFORE THERE ARE RETURNS ON THIS INVESTMENT

THIS WOULD ENTAIL A GUARANTEE OF BONDS AND OBLIGATIONS ISSUED

BY THE NEW TOWN DEVELOPER TO COVER THE COST OF LAND

DEVELOPMENT. TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR SUCH ASSISTANCE, THE

DEVELOPER MUST INCLUDE SOME PROVISION FOR LOW AND MODERATE

INCOME HOUSING IN HIS PLANS.

A MORE FLEXIBLE URBAN RENEWAL PROGRAM, ALSO

PROVIDED FOR IN THE BILL, WILL GIVE COMMUNITIES MORE OPTIONS

IN DETERMINING WHAT ACTIVITIES THEY WISH TO CONDUCT IN A

GIVEN YEAR.

ALTHOUGH WE HAVE BEEN FORTUNATE IN AVOIDING

RIOTS IN HAWAII, THE BILL SETS UP A FEDERAL REINSURANCE PRO—

GRAM FOR EXCESS LOSSES DUE TO RIOTS AND CIVIL DISORDERS.

AFTER THE RECENT DISTURBANCES IN WASHINGTON, FOR EXAMPLE,

A NUMBER OF BUSINESSMEN RECEIVED INSURANCE CANCELLATION

notices in their mail



NOTICES IN THEIR MAIL. WITHOUT INSURANCE, THEY COULD NOT 

CONTINUE IN BUSINESS. FEDERAL ASSISTANCE IN THIS AREA IS 

ESSENTIAL. A FEDERAL-PRIVATE FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM IS 

ALSO INCLUDED.

FOLLOWING THE TRAGIC ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN

LUTHER KING, JR. AND SENATOR ROBERT KENNEDY THE YEAR, MUCH 

OF OUR EFFORTS IN THE CONGRESS HAVE BEEN DEVOTED TO THE

PASSAGE OF EFFECTIVE GUN CONTROL LEGELATION. I REGRET THAT 

WE HAVE BEEN ONLY PARTIALLY SUCCESSFUL.

WE APPROVED LEGISLATION PROHIBITING THE INTER—

STATE SHIPMENT OF PISTOLS AND REVOLVERS AND THE OVER-THE-

COUNTER PURCHASE OF HANDGUNS BY INDIVIDUALS WHO DO NOT

LIVE IN THE DEALER'S STATE. UNFORTUNATELY, THIS BILL

SPECIFICALLY EXEMPTED RIFLES AND SHOTGUNSk

ONLY A FEW DAYS AGO, THE HOUSE REJECTED A FEDERAL

GUN REGISTRATION BILL BY A MARGIN OF MORE THAN TWO TO ONE.

This session of Congress
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THIS SESSION OF CONGRESS SAW THE FINAL ADOPTION

OF TRUTH-IN-LENDING LEGISLATION WHICH REQUIRES LENDERS AND 

RETAIL CREDITORS TO PROVIDE THEIR CREDIT CUSTOMERS WITH

FULL, HONEST AND — MOST IMPORTANTLY — COMPARABLE INFOR— 

MATION ABOUT THE COST OF CREDIT WHICH THE CUSTOMER IS 

PURCHASING. LOAN SHARKING lS ALSO PROHIBITED BY THE LAW.

WE APPROVED AN OPEN HOUSING BILL THAT COVERS

80 PER CENT OF ALL HOUSING UNITS BY 1970 WHEN IT WILL COVER 

ALL SINGLE FAMILY HOUSING SOLD OR RENTED BY A REAL ESTATE 

AGENT OR BROKER. 

THIS LAW PROHIBITS HOUSING DISCRIMINATION ON THE

BASIS OF RACE, RELIGION OR NATIONAL ORIGIN. 

AN ANTI-CRIME BILL BASED ON THE MOST EXHAUSTIVE

STUDY OF CRIME EVER UNDERTAKEN IN AMERICA AUTHORIZES MORE

THAN $400 MILLION IN GRANTS OVER A TWO-YEAR PERIOD TO LAUNCH

action programs to
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ACTION PROGRAMS TO STRENGTHEN THE SINEWS OF LOCAL LAW 

ENFORCEMENT. THIS WILL COVER EVERYTHING FROM POLICE TO 

PRISON AND PAROLE FUNCTIONS. IT ALSO CREATES A NATIONAL 

INSTITUTE OF LAW ENFORCEMENT AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE TO BEGIN 

MODERN RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT VENTURES TO PUT SCIENCE 

AND THE LABORATORY TO WORK IN THE DETECTION OF CRIMINALS 

IN MANY MORE COMMUNITIES.

IT PROVIDES FOR A GREATLY EXPANDED TRAINING

PROGRAM FOR STATE AND LOCAL POLICE OFFICERS AT THE FBI'S 

NATIONAL POLICE ACADEMY AND EVEN MAKES AVAILABLE FEDERAL 

FUNDS TO SUPPLEMENT POLICE SALARIES AND TO ENCOURAGE 

SPECIALIZED TRAINING.

I SAVED THE TAX SURCHARGE, SOMETHING YOU ARE

DOUBTLESS NOW ALL FAMILIAR WITH, UNTIL LAST. WE NEEDED

this extra revenue



ECONOMY. IT WILL COST THE

PENNY ON EACH DOLLAR EARNED

-9-

THIS EXTRA REVENUE TO 

MEANWHILE, I CAN SAY

APPLY THE BRAKES TO OUR FREE-WHEELING

AVERAGE TAXPAYER AN ADDITIONAL

IN THE ENSUING TAX YEAR,

THAT THERE ARE SOME

SIGNS ON THE VIETNAM SITUATION AND IT MAY NOT BE TOO

BEFORE WE CAN RETURN TO A NORMAL, SURCHARGE-FREE

HOPEFUL

LONG

ECONOMY.
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THIS SESSION OF CONGRESS SAW THE FINAL ADOPTION

OF TRUTH-IN-LENDING LEGISLATION WHICH REQUIRES LENDERS AND
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PURCHASING. LOAN SHARKING IS ALSO PROHIBITED BY THE LAW.

WE APPROVED AN OPEN HOUSING BILL THAT COVERS
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ACTION PROGRAMS TO STRENGTHEN THE SINEWS OF LOCAL LAW 

ENFORCEMENT. THIS WILL COVER EVERYTHING FROM POLICE TO 

PRISON AND PAROLE FUNCTIONS. IT ALSO CREATES A NATIONAL 

INSTITUTE OF LAW ENFORCEMENT AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE TO BEGIN 

MODERN RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT VENTURES TO PUT SCIENCE 

AND THE LABORATORY TO WORK IN THE DETECTION OF CRIMINALS 

IN MANY MORE COMMUNITIES.

IT PROVIDES FOR A GREATLY EXPANDED TRAINING 

PROGRAM FOR STATE AND LOCAL POLICE OFFICERS AT THE FBI'S 

NATIONAL POLICE ACADEMY AND EVEN MAKES AVAILABLE FEDERAL 

FUNDS TO SUPPLEMENT POLICE SALARIES AND TO ENCOURAGE 

SPECIALIZED TRAINING.

I SAVED THE TAX SURCHARGE, SOMETHING YOU ARE 

DOUBTLESS NOW ALL FAMILIAR WITH, UNTIL LAST. WE NEEDED

this extra revenue
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THIS EXTRA REVENUE TO APPLY THE BRAKES TO OUR FREE-WHEELING 

ECONOMY. IT WILL COST THE AVERAGE TAXPAYER AN ADDITIONAL 

PENNY ON EACH DOLLAR EARNED IN THE ENSUING TAX YEAR.

MEANWHILE, I CAN SAY THAT THERE ARE SOME HOPEFUL

SIGNS ON THE VIETNAM SITUATION AND IT MAY NOT BE TOO LONG 

BEFORE WE CAN RETURN TO A NORMAL, SURCHARGE-FREE ECONOMY.



3 July 1968

Hawaii with its varied cultural background takes 

sincere pride in sending the "Sounds of Young Hawaii" and 

the aloha of its music to the people of Japan in commemoration 

of the centennial celebration of Japanese immigration to 

Hawaii.

The people of Hawaii wish to express their appreciation 

of the close cultural ties between the Eastern and Western 

worlds which the generosity of the sponsors of this good will 

tour has made possible.

Warmest aloha.

Sincerely,

DANIEL K. INOUYE
United States Senator



3 July 1968

The "Sounds of Young Hawaii" good will tour to 

Japan will be a fitting cultural contribution to the com— 

memoration of the centennial celebration of Japanese 

immigration to Hawaii.

The extension of good will and aloha through the 

varied sounds of young Hawaii deserves the blessings of 

all Hawaii.

Good luck and best wishes for a successful tour.

DANIEL K. INOUYE 
United States Senator



The centennial celebration of Japanese immigration 

to Hawaii is a proud moment in the history of Hawaii. It 

recalls penniless beginnings of a proud people, hard 

menial work in plantation fields as contract laborers, 

and lonely years in a strange land with strange customs 

and traditions. But it also recalls the first contact 

with the ideals and principles of a free American 

society, with boundless opportunities for progress and 

success for those willing to accept the challenges of 

a new land. It also recalls the sharing of American 

ideals and aspirations by people of varied origins with 

different beliefs and heritages, striving together for 

a better life in Hawaii.

In the observance of this centennial, we pay tribute 

to an American nation that fostered a climate of oppor— 

tunity for people of all racial origins and creeds. In 

chronicling the achievements of the Japanese immigrants 

and their descendants, we in turn pay tribute to the 

struggles and heartaches, the hopes and dreams and 

successes of every immigrant group that ventured to 

the shores of Hawaii.

It is, therefore, with great pride, as a descendant 

of an immigrant group, and with greater pride, as an 

American, that I extend my greetings on this historical 

occasion.



Hawaii is highly honored by the presence today of Their 

Royal Highness Prince and Princess Hitachi, distinguished pre— 

fectural governors and mayors from Japan, and distinguished 

representatives from our South American neighbors and our own 

mainland United States.

The centennial celebration of Japanese immigration to Hawaii 

re-emphasizes to the world the opportunities for progress offered 

in a free and democratic society.

We have seen in Hawaii the transformation of a hardy group 

of immigrants into a respected group of individuals who have 

assimilated the cultural heritages of East and West within a short 

span of 100 years. This transformation is a testament, not only 

to the one racial group, but to the multitude of races which make 

up Hawaii. We have demonstrated that an American society composed 

of people of many origins, with varied backgrounds and beliefs, 

can retain a reverence for ancestral mores and folkways and 

develop and foster the best of American ideal and tradition.

I feel greatly honored to extend to you the appreciation of 

all of the people of our Aloha State for your presence and 

participation in this proud moment in the history of Hawaii.
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Mr. Morio Omori
602 Capital Investment Building
850 Richards Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Morio:

I am certain you are aware that I am returning to
Honolulu this weekend for approximately 36 hours. I will 
be returning for the opening of the Japanese Immigration 
Centennial Celebration.

As you know, all the Islands — Hawaii, Kauai, Maui and 
Molokai — are having their separate celebrations and they 
have asked for messages.

Will you prepare one which would be applicable to all Islands. 
Please have the draft ready for my approval immediately 
upon my return.

Aloha

DANIEL K. INOUYE
United States Senator

DKI:ki

June 13, 1968



20 June 1968

It is with great pleasure that I join you in the tree 

planting ceremonies at the Waipahu H-1 Highway and Kunia Inter— 

change in commemoration of the Centennial celebration of 

Japanese immigration to Hawaii.

The 100 gold trees will be a constant and beautiful 

reminder of the progress of the Japanese immigrants to a 

respected place in the community within a short span of 100 

years.

Warmest aloha.

DANIEL K. INOUYE
United States Senator



June 17, 1968

Hawaii is highly honored by the presence today of 
Their Imperial Highnesses Prince and Princess Hitachi, 
Distinguished prefectural governors and mayors from 
Japan, and distinguished representatives from our South 
American neighbors and our own mainland United States.

The centennial celebration of Japanese immigration 
to Hawaii re-emphasizes to the world the opportunities 
for progress offered in a free and democratic society.

We have seen in Hawaii the transformation of a hardy 
group of immigrants into a respected group of individuals 
who have assimilated the cultural heritages of East and 
West within a short span of 100 years. This transformation 
is a testament, not only to one racial group, but to the 
multitude of races which make up Hawaii. We have demon— 
strated that an American society composed of people of 
many origins, with varied backgrounds and beliefs, can 
retain a reverence for ancestral mores and folkways and 
develop and foster the best of American ideals and 
traditions.

I feel greatly honored to extend to you the appre— 
ciation of all of the people of our Aloha State for your 
presence and participation in this proud moment in the 
History of Hawaii.

DANIEL K. INOUYE
United States Senator
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June 17, 1968

The centennial celebration of Japanese Immigration to 
Hawaii is a proud moment in the history of Hawaii. It 
recalls the penniless beginning of a proud people, the 
hard menial work in plantation fields as contract laborers, 
and the lonely years in a strange land with strange customs 
and traditions. But it also recalls the first contact with 
the ideals and principles of a free American society, with 
boundless opportunities for progress and success for those 
willing to accept the challenges of a new land. It also recalls 
the sharing of American ideals and aspirations by people of 
varied origins with different beliefs and heritages, striving 
together for a better life in Hawaii.

In the observance of this centennial, we pay tribute to 
an American nation that fostered a climate of opportunity for 
people of all racial origins and creeds. In chronicling the 
achievements of the Japanese immigrants and their descendants, 
we in turn pay tribute to the struggles and heartaches, the 
hopes and dreams and successes of every immigrant group that 
ventured to the shores of Hawaii.

It is, therefore, with great pride, as a descendant of 
an immigrant group, and with greater pride, as an American, 
that I extend my greetings on this historic occasion.

DANIEL K. INOUYE
United States Senator



27 April 1968

JOY AHN
CHAIRMAN, YOUTH CONFERENCE
YOUNG DEMOCRATS OF HAWAII
HONOLULU, HAWAII

DEAR JOY:

I REGRET THE INABILITY TO JOIN YOU AND TO PARTICIPATE 
IN THE YOUTH CONFERENCE NOW IN SESSION IN HONOLULU. ALL 
WHO ARE SEATED AT THIS GATHERING CAN PLAY A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN 
THE ERA AHEAD. WITHOUT YOUR INITIATIVE AND COOPERATION, 
YOUR IMAGINATION AND ENTERPRISE, WE SHALL ACCOMPLISH LITTLE. 
IT IS TO YOU THAT YOUR GOVERNMENT TURNS.

I AM CONFIDENT THAT YOUTH WILL CONTRIBUTE IMMENSELY
TO OUR NATIONAL WEALTH AND GREATNESS.

MY WARMEST ALOHA FOR A SUCCESSFUL CONFERENCE.

DANIEL K. INOUYE
UNITED STATES SENATOR

DKI:11



NO 36 LA 85 HONOLULU HAWAII 15 340P

LT
MRS TSURUE AKAMINE PLEASE DELIVER
HILO HONGWANJI MISSON
398 KILAUE AVE
HILOHAWAII

DEAR MRS AKAMINE

I SHOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS MY HEART—FELT CONDOLENCE TO YOU
DURING YOUR PRESENT BEREAVEMENT I KNOW THAT WORDS ARE INADEQUATE 
BUT I HOPE THAT THE THOUGHTS AND MEMORIES OF YOUR HUSBANDS
SHIGEOS ALL TOO SHORT STAY WITH YOU IN THIS LIFE WILL BE SOME 
MEASURE OF COMFORT PLEASE CALL ON ME IF I CAN BE OF ANY
SERVICE TO YOU AND YOURS SINCERELY

DANIEL K INOUYE US SENATOR

CONFIRMATION













9 April 1968

Honorable Frank Takao
District Magistrate
Honolulu, Hawaii

Dear Frank:

I should like to join you in extending my congratulations and 
best wishes to Mr. and Mrs. Shigeru Serikaku on their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary.

Their success in marriage, their flourishing business ventures 
and their outstanding children and close family group are 
achievements that all of us seek to emulate during our lifetime.

I am proud to be able to pay my respects to Mr. and Mrs. 
Serikaku and regret that I am unable to be personally present 
to extend my felicitations for many more pleasant years ahead.

Warmest aloha.

Sincerely,

DANIEL K. INOUYE
United States Senator



15 April 1968

Mr. Walter F. McQuire, Chairman 
Testimonial Dinner for Douglas Sakamoto 
Honolulu, Hawaii

Dear Walt:

I should like to join the many friends of Mr. 
Douglas Sakamoto in offering my sincerest congratula— 
tions on his appointment as Superintendent of Parks 
and Recreation, City and County of Honolulu.

The appointment of Doug as head of our parks and 
recreation system is a well-deserved recognition of 
his ability and fidelity to duty as a dedicated public 
servant. 

As an outstanding teacher at McKinley High School 
and deputy of the parks and recreation department, Doug 
has carved an enviable record that all of us can well 
emulate.

Please express to Doug my best wishes and aloha.

Sincerely,

DANIEL K. INOUYE 
United States Senator

DKI:ps



9 April 1968

Honorable Frank Takao
District Magistrate
Honolulu, Hawaii

Dear Frank:

I should like to join you in extending my congratulations 
and best wishes to Mr. and Mrs. Shigeru Serikaku on their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary.

Their success in marriage, their flourishing business ventures 
and their outstanding children and close family group are 
achievements that all of us seek to emulate during our lifetime.

I am proud to be able to pay my respects to Mr. and Mrs. 
Serikaku and regret that I am unable to be personally present 
to extend my felicitations for many more pleasant years ahead.

Warmest aloha.

Sincerely,

DANIEL K. INOUYE
United States Senator



Mr. Fred Loui
Fairmont Hotel
San Francisco

I REGRET MY INABILITY TO JOIN THE FRIENDS AND ADMIRERS OF

MR. L. C. FLEMING IN HONORING HIM AT HIS TESTIMONIAL.

PLEASE EXTEND TO MR. FLEMING MY PERSONAL CONGRATULATIONS AND THE 

HEARTFELT APPRECIATION OF THE MARITIME INDUSTRY OF HAWAII AND 

THE PEOPLE OF OUR ALOHA STATE FOR HIS SERVICE AS PACIFIC COAST 

DIRECTOR OF THE MARITIME ADMINISTRATION MR. FLEMINGS 44 YEARS 

IN GOVERNMENT ARE MARKED WITH DISTINCTION, DEDICATION AND 

ACCOMPLISHMENT.

MY WARMEST ALOHA AND BEST WISHES FOR MANY MORE YEARS OF FRUIT— 

FUL LIVING AND CONTINUED SUCCESS.

WARMEST ALOHA.

SINCERELY,

DANIEL K. INOUYE
US SENATOR



Chairman Shunichi Kimura 
Sumida Hotel
111 Wainaku Ave.
Hilo

Please extend to my good friend and political 

associate, Gary Kaneko, my sincerest happy

birthday greetings and my best wishes for many 

more birthdays to come.

Gary has been a close personal friend and loyal 

supporter of mine for many years. I am happy 

to join his many friends tonight to express 

my admiration for his selfless contribution 

to our community. Happy birthday, Gary.

DAN INOUYE



21 March 1968

Mr. Etsuo Kohashi, Chairman
442nd Silver Anniversary Committee 
Hilo, Hawaii 96720

Dear Etsuo:

Please permit me to join with you and the 442nd 
Veterans Association of Hawaii in commemorating our 
25th Anniversary.

Time has healed many wounds and erased many bitter 
memories of doubt and recrimination. History, however, 
will remember our efforts in time of war and peace. We 
can recount with pride the vindication of our belief 
that Americanism is a matter of the mind and heart.

We should now, in these times of stress, rededicate 
ourselves to support the high ideals and aspirations of 
our nation. We can debate the issues, disagree with 
policies, and voice our objections as free men. But when 
the chips are down and a commitment is made, we must 
dedicate our hearts and minds to our common purpose—the 
quest for peaceful existence of all men and nations. Let 
us firm up this pledge now as we did twenty-five years 
ago.

Please extend my best wishes and aloha to the boys 
of the 442nd and our many friends who have maintained 
their faith in us and our efforts to remain a contributing 
force in our community.

Warmest aloha.

Sincerely,

DANIEL K. INOUYE
United States Senator

DKI:ps



442nd's Silver 4nniversary 

To Be Marked This Saturday

The 25th anniversary of the 
founding of the 442nd Infantry 
Regimental Combat Team will 
be observed by members of 
the 442nd Veterans Association 
Saturday at the AJA Memorial 
Clubhouse.

The announcement was made 
by Richard Miyamoto, president 
of the Association.

The 442nd regiment, one of 
the most decorated units in 
the United States military an-
nals, was activiated on Feb. 
1, 1943, on order by the War 
Department.

John J. McCloy, assistant 
secretary of war, and Col. Wil-
liam P. Scobey, his executive 
officer, were instrumental in 
securing the activation of the 
combat team.

The story of the 442nd from 
the activation of the unit, its 
training in Camp Shelby, Miss., 
and finally its participation in 
combat in Italy and France dur-
ing World War II is told in 
the book “Americans,” by Maj. 
Orville C. Shirey, published in 
1946 by the Infantry Journal 
Press.

In the words of President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, the com-

bat team was a great military 
experiment designed to prove 
that “Americanism is a matter 
of the mind and heart” . . . 
and that “Americanism is not, 
and never was a matter of 
race or ancestry.”

The wartime president said 
at the time of the unit’s acti-
vation:

“The proposal of the War De-
partment to organize a combat 
team consisting of loyal Ameri-
can citizens of Japanese des-
cent has my full approval. No 
loyal citizen of the United States 
should be denied the democratic 
right to exercise the respon-
sibilities of his citizenship, re-
gardless of his ancestry.
“The principle on which this 

country was founded and by 
which it has always been gov-
erned is that Americanism is a 
matter of the mind and heart; 
Americanism is not, and never 
was, a matter of race or an-
cestry, A good American is one 
who is loyal to this country 
and to our creed of liberty and 
democracy.
“Every loyal American citi-

zen should be given an oppor-
tunity to serve this country 

wherever his skills will make 
the greatest contribution— 
whether it be in the ranks of 
our armed forces, war produc— 
tion, agriculture, government 
service, or other work essen— 
tial to the war effort.”

The War Department’s letter 
directed that a Japanese Ameri— 
can Combat Team should be 
activated on Feb. 1, and should 
be composed of the 442nd In— 
fantry Regiment, the 522nd 
Field Artillery Battalion and 
the 232nd Engineer Combat 
Company.

In accordance with the Gen— 
eral Orders, Headquarters 3rd 
Army, Col. Charles W. Pence 
took command of the 442nd, 
with Lt. Col. Merritt Booth as 
executive officer. Lt. Col. Keith 
K. Tatom commanded the 1st 
Battalion; Lt. Col. James M. 
Hanley, the 2nd Battalion, and 
Lt. Col. Sherwood Dixon, the 
3rd Battalion; Lt. Col. Baya 
M. Harrison, the 552 Field Ar— 
tillery and Captain Pershing 
Nakada, the 232nd Engineers.

Etsuo Kohashi is general 
chairman of the celebration 
committee.

More details on the Silver 
anniversary observerance will 
be announced later, said Mi— 
yamoto.



March 19, 1968

Dear Boss:

From the Honolulu newspaper article, I see you have a 
very heavy speaking engagement while in Honolulu but 
would appreciate if you could send an message of 
"Congratulations and Best Wishes" to the 442nd Veterans 
Association of Hawaii on their 25th Anniversary which 
will be held this Saturday, 23rd at the A. J. A. Veterans 
Memorial Building.

Please address message to:

Mr. Etsuo Kohashi, Chairman
442nd Silver Anniversary Committee 
Hilo, Hawaii 96720

and send it in care of me since I'll be attending the 
banquet also. I hope I will be able to get the message 
by this Saturday.

Enclosing news article appeared in to-day's Tribue Herald.

Also comments from our Democratic Party chairman, William Bonk 
of Hawaii County in regards to the announcement made by 
Senator Robert F. Kennedy on the Presidential race. Tours 
and Sparky's coments also came out on to-day's paper.

George



Bonk Says RFK Offers 

Demos Another Choice

Sen. Robert F. Kennedy’s en-
try into the Democratic Presi-
dential race is seen by a Big 
Island Democratic leader as 
presenting another ‘‘choice” to 
his fellow Democrats.

William Bonk, chairman of 
the Hawaii County Democratic 

Committee, said Monday, 
‘‘now there is another person 
to give us a choice.”

‘‘This means the convention 
is going to be open,” he noted, 
adding ‘‘It’s going to be an ac-
tive one.”

Bonk, however, declined to 
predict if the State delegation 
would go with Kennedy. Most 
state officials have said the Ha— 
waii Democrats will endorse 
President Johnson.

“I have no idea,” he said, 
‘‘it will depend so much on 
the Democratic State Conven— 
tion May 11.”

He said Kennedy’s candidacy 
was encouraged by Sen. Eugene 
McCarthy’s gain in the New 
Hampshire Presidential pri— 
marylast Tuesday.

Bonk said he had anticipated 
Kennedy’s announcement for the 
past few weeks.

“In the past few weeks I was 
sure it Was going to happen,” 
the UHHC professor said.

In the 1960 National Demo— 
cratic Convention in Los An— 
geles, 3 of 12 Hawaii State dele— 
gates voted for the late Presi— 
dent, John F. Kennedy, Bonk 
noted.

The Hawaii County Democra— 
tic Convention will be held here 
at the University of Hawaii 
Hilo Campus April 6, Bonk add— 
ed.

County Chairman Shunichi Ki— 
mura, another Big Island Demo— 
cratic leader, was unavailable 
for comment.

Inouye,B

Sparky

Back LBJ

HONOLULU (AP)—Both Sen. 
Daniel K. Inouye and Rep. Spark 
Matsunaga have indicated that 
they will be supporting Presi— 
dent Johnson all the way in the 
developing party fight for the 
Democratic nomination.

The Honolulu Star Bulletin’s 
Washington correspondent — 
Frank Hewlett— reported that 
Rep. Patsy T. Mink is expect— 
ed to make a statement on 
her position in the Democratic 
race today.

It is believed that Mrs. Mink 
will support the President even 
though she has not always 
agreed with him in the Viet— 
nam war issue.

Inouye said that because of 
Vietnam, many are overlook— 
ing the leadership Johnson has 
provided on the domestic scene. 

Matsunaga expressed his 
feeling in these words, “How 
can we turn our backs on a 
man who undoubtedly will go 
down in history as one of our 
greatest presidents?”

Inouye To Stay

With Johnson

HONOLULU (AP) - U.S. Sen. 
Daniel Inouye said Sunday he is 
with President Johnson and 
“shall remain with him.”

Inouye said he is in full sup— 
port of the president and does 
not believe the Robert Kennedy 
candidacy will split the party to 
a degree that a Republican 
could win in November.

The Democratic U.S. senator 
said in an airport interview 
that intra-party disagreements 
are nothing new for Democrats.

Inouye arrived Sunday from 
Washington, D. C.



21 March 1968

Mr. Henry Takitani
President, 442nd Infantry Club
Iao Heights
Wailuku, Maui

Dear Hank:

I join with you and the 442nd Infantry members of Maui in 
commemorating the 25th anniversay of our combat team.

The passage of time has dimmed many memories of hardship and 
heartbreak, but the bonds woven in war have endured and will 
endure forever.

Let us, on this occasion, re-dedicate ourselves to continued 
service to our community at large. Let us resolve to perpetuate 
the high ideals that gave birth to the 442nd Regimental Combat 
Team.

Please extend to the boys And our friends on Maui my heartfelt 
gratitude for permitting me to share in the glory of this 
proud anniversary.

Warmest aloha.

Sincerely,

DANIEL K. INOUYE
United States Senator

DKI:eyh



March 16, 1968

The Honorable Daniel K. Inouye
Senator from Hawaii
1833 FAA Bld. 
Kalakaua Avenue
Honolulu, Hawaii

Dear Dan,

On Thursday, March 14, I attended the dedication ceremonies 
of the G. Fred Bush Jr. Memorial Treatment Center of the 
Easter Seal Society of Maui at Spreckelsville, I wPs very 
happy and honored to be able to represent you personally 
at this dedication.

The 442nd Infantry club of Maul, led by Mr. Henry Takitani 
will commemorate the 25th anniversayy of this gallant 
team of fighting men with memorial services on Saturday, 
March 23 at the Makawao Veterans Cemetery. I plan to at— 
tend the ceremonies in your behalf. However, will you 
please send a message to the club which may be read at 
the services. Please write to:

Mr. Henry Takitani 
President, 442nd. Infantry Club 
Iao Heights
Wailuku, Maui

With fond aloha,



30 March 1968

Mr. Ray Reyes
Chairman, Coronation Ball 
16th Cherry Blossom Festival 
c/o Royal Hawaiian Hotel
Honolulu, Hawaii

Dear Mr. Reyes:

The passage of 100 years since the first advent 
of Japanese culture to Hawaii has not dimmed its impact 
upon the heritage of our Aloha State.

The 16th Cherry Blossom Festival emphasizes the 
truism that Hawaii's strength lies in the peaceful 
amalgamation of its multi-racial population. We are 
able to honor and perpetuate the traditions of ancestry 
without aborting the principles of our American democratic 
society.

The beautiful Queen that the Coronation Ball honors 
tonight, Queen Janice Eiko Teramae, and the charming 
ladies of her court, epitomize the beauty and talent of 
the East and the West that flowered in the thoroughly 
American soil of Hawaii.

I am honored to be able to pay my respects to 
Queen Janice and her court and to the officers and 
members of the Honolulu Japanese Junior Chamber of 
Commerce on this very auspicious occasion.

Best wishes and warmest aloha.

DANIEL K. INOUYE
United States Senator



SPEECH BY SENATOR DANIEL K. INOUYE 
January , 1968

THE VALIANT PEOPLE

THERE HAS BEEN MUCH DEBATE AND SELF QUESTIONING IN THIS COUNTRY 

REGARDING OUR MOST SERIOUS COMMITMENT TO THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH VIETNAM. 

LITTLE — IT SEEMS TO ME — HAS BEEN SAID ABOUT THE CITIZENS OF SOUTH 

VIETNAM — AN ALMOST FORGOTTEN PEOPLE WHO FOR SO LONG HAVE FOUGHT 

ARDUOUSLY AGAINST CRUEL ODDS TO PRESERVE THEIR INDEPENDENCE AND THEIR 

DREAM OF A BETTER FUTURE.

IN THESE DAYS WHEN ONCE AGAIN WE REAFFIRM OURSELVES AS A PEOPLE 

DEDICATED TO CAREFUL DEBATE AND CONSIDERED JUDGMENT, WE MUST NOT OVERLOOK 

THE VERY HUMAN AND PRIMARY REASON FOR OUR COMMITMENT—THESE MANY YEARS— 

TO THE CAUSE OF THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH VIETNAM. THAT REASON IS THE PEOPLE 

THEMSELVES—A BRAVE AND VALIANT PEOPLE BATTLING AT TREMENDOUS COST TO 

THEMSELVES FOR WHAT THEY CONSIDER TO BE THEIR BIRTHRIGHT. THEY MUST 

NEVER BE THE FORGOTTEN PEOPLE, AND IN THE MIDST OF OUR DEBATES, I THINK 

WE SHOULD TAKE FORMAL NOTE—OF THEIR VALIANT DEEDS, THEIR PERSERVERANCE, 

AND THEIR LONG SACRIFICE.

DURING THESE PAST THIRTEEN YEARS THE AMERICAN PEOPLE—BY THEIR 

WORDS, BY THEIR DEEDS, AND NOW, BY THEIR BLOOD, HAVE FORGED A BOND OF 

BROTHERHOOD WITH THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH VIETNAM. PEACE DEMONSTRATIONS AND 

DRAFT CARD BURNING NOTWITHSTANDING, WE HAVE BEEN COMMITTED TO THE TASK 

IN SOUTH VIETNAM BEFORE THE PRESENT ADMINISTRATION. IN 1954, PRESIDENT 

EISENHOWER SAID:

"THE PURPOSE OF THIS OFFER IS TO ASSIST THE GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM

IN DEVELOPING AND MAINTAINING A STRONG, VIABLE STATE..."

AND IN 1961,



AND IN 1961, PRESIDENT KENNEDY SAID:

"...THE UNITED STATES IS DETERMINED TO HELP VIETNAM PRESERVE ITS 

INDEPENDENCE, PROTECT ITS PEOPLE AGAINST COMMUNIST ASSASSINS, AND 

BUILD A BETTER LIFE THROUGH ECONOMIC GROWTH."

AND IN 1965, PRESIDENT JOHNSON SAID:

"WE WILL STAND IN VIETNAM."

TO OUR CREDIT, WE HAVE STOOD IN VIETNAM. BUT IT IS WELL TO CONSIDER 

THAT THE PEOPLE WE HAVE STOOD BESIDE — THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE — DESERVE 

NOT ONLY OUR CONTINUE SUPPORT, BUT OUR RESPECT AND ADMIRATION AS WELL. 

FOR THEY, THEMSELVES, HAVE BEEN THEIR OWN GREAT STRENGTH.

THEIRS IS A SMALL AND VALIANT NATION; POPULATION LESS THAN

16 MILLION; AREA; 66,000 SQUARE MILES, ABOUT THE SIZE OF NEW ENGLAND.

THEIR VARIED LAND, RICH IN BOUNTY, LONG AGO PROMISED THEM A KINDER 

LIFE. AND YET, THEY WERE BORN IN STRUGGLE AND — FOR THIRTEEN LONG 

YEARS — THEIR STRUGGLE HAS BEEN UNENDING. FOR AS IT TURNED OUT, IT WAS 

NOT JUST THE PROMISE, BUT SURVIVAL ITSELF FOR WHICH THEY HAVE BATTLED SO 

LONG AND SO COURAGEOUSLY.

AFTER THE GENEVA ACCORD OF 1954, THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH VIETNAM 

UNDERTOOK THE GREAT TASK OF BUILDING THEIR LAND. WITH THE DIFFICULT 

BUT NECESSARY TASK OF ABSORBING OVER 900,000 REFUGEES WHO FLED THE 

NORTH, SOUTH VIETNAM SETTLED DOWN TO WORK. AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION 

INCREASED. A BEGINNING OF INDUSTRIALIZATION WAS MADE. COMMUNICATIONS 

WERE ESTABLISHED AND BROADENED. EDUCATION WAS GIVEN ITS RIGHTFUL, 

CENTRAL PLACE AS A COUNTRY'S BEST HOPE FOR A PRODUCTIVE FUTURE.

BUT AMID THESE ASPIRATIONS AND HOPES, THERE WERE ALSO THREATS.

ABOVE THE 17TH PARALLEL, TO THE NORTH, COMMUNIST NORTH VIETNAM HAD

(2) EMERGED FROM THE WAR



EMERGED PROM THE WAR WITH LARGE MILITARY FORCES. IN THE SOUTH, ITSELF, 

THERE WERE PERSISTING POCKETS OF TERRITORY THAT HAD LONG BEEN HELD BY 

COMMUNISTS AND OTHER DISSIDENT GROUPS. THE GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH VIETNAM 

STRUGGLED AGAINST THE DIFFICULTIES OF A COLONIAL PAST THAT LEFT IT FAR 

TOO FEW EXPERIENCED OFFICIALS TO ADMINISTER THE COUNTRYSIDE. YET, THE 

PRICELESS RESOURCE OF SOUTH VIETNAM WAS THE PEOPLE THEMSELVES — PEOPLE 

WITH ENERGY AND COURAGE AND, MOST IMPORTANT, THE DETERMINATION TO AVOID 

THE TOTALITARIAN DESTINY OF THEIR NEIGHBORS TO THE NORTH.

IT IS NOT EASY FOR A COUNTRY TO BE BORN. YET THE PROMISE AND THE 

HOPE MIGHT BE REALIZED IF ONLY THEY WERE LEFT IN PEACE.

BUT THERE WAS NO PEACE.

FOR THE DEADLY FISH THAT CHAIRMAN MAO LIKES TO BOAST ABOUT BEGAN 

TO SWIM, TO STRIKE, AND CLAIM THEIR PREY. WITH AGGRESSION SUPPORTED 

FROM THE NORTH, THE WAR OF THE RICE PADDIES, THE JUNGLE PATHS, THE 

MOUNTAIN TRAILS — THE WAR OF TERROR IN THE NIGHT BEGAN. THE LAND, 

REACHING FOR ITS PROMISE, FOUND ITSELF STRUCK BY TERROR.

IN 1956 AND 1957 ALONE, 15,070 SOUTH VIETNAMESE — MEN, WOMEN, 

AND CHILDREN — WITH NOTHING TO DISTINGUISH THEM EXCEPT THEIR WISH TO 

LIVE OUT THEIR LIVES QUIETLY AND AT PEACE — WERE KILLED OR KIDNAPPED 

BY THE VIET CONG.

THIS IS THE TERROR OF THE PLASTIC BOMB, THE LOAF OF BREAD THAT 

EXPLODES, THE GRENADE HURLED INTO THE CROWD, THE HAMLET RAIDED, THE WOMEN 

BRUTALIZED IN THE FIELDS. THIS IS THE TERROR OF THE GUERILLAS, AUGMENTED 

BY UNIFORMED TROOPS FROM THE NORTH. THIS IS THE TERROR INFLICTED UPON A 

PEOPLE WHOSE ONLY DREAM WAS TO BUILD THEIR OWN COUNTRY. AND I SUBMIT 

THAT THIS IS A DREAM AMERICANS CAN UNDERSTAND.

(3) THROUGHOUT THIS ENTIRE



THROUGHOUT THIS ENTIRE STRUGGLE, THROUGHOUT CHANGES OF GOVERNMENT, 

THROUGHOUT PERIODS WHEN THEIR DESPERATE CAUSE APPEARED ALMOST HOPELESS, 

THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH VIETNAM PERSEVERED. THE EXTENT OF THEIR SACRIFICE, 

THE QUALITY OF THEIR DETERMINATION, THE STUBBORNNESS AND VALOR OF THIS 

SMALL LAND OF SIXTEEN MILLION IS ALMOST BEYOND BELIEF. FOR A PEOPLE WHO 

WANTED THE BLESSING OF PEACE, HERE IS HOW THEY HAVE REACTED TO THE CHALLENGE 

OF WAR.

THE GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM NOW HAS 634,400 SERVING IN ITS ARMED

FORCES.

FOR EVERY THOUSAND OF THEIR PEOPLE, OVER 41 SERVE IN THESE ARMED 

FORCES. I SHOULD LIKE YOU TO COMPARE THIS TO THE 15.1 PER THOUSAND WHO 

SERVE IN OUR OWN ARMED FORCES.

OF THEIR GROSS NATIONAL PRODUCT, THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH VIETNAM

SPENDS OVER 16.0 PERCENT ON THEIR ARMED FORCES. IN THIS COUNTRY, WITH 

OUR TREMENDOUS MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT, WE SPEND ABOUT 7.6 PERCENT ON OUR 

ARMED FORCES.

FOR EACH PERSON OF SOUTH VIETNAM, THE GOVERNMENT SPENDS $24 PER

PERSON ON DEFENSE EXPENDITURES, WHILE THEIR PER CAPITA GROSS NATIONAL 

PRODUCT IS ONLY $140. IN AMERICA WE SPEND ABOUT $261 PER PERSON FOR 

NATIONAL DEFENSE, BUT OUR PER CAPITA GRO8S NATIONAL PRODUCT IS OVER 

$3,272.

IN SHORT, WITH THEIR MEAGER RESOURCES, WITH POVERTY, WITH REFUGEES, 

AMID TERROR, DESTRUCTION AND CASUALTIES, SOUTH VIETNAM HAS GIRDED ITSELF 

FOR A DEFENSE EFFORT — RELATIVE TO THEIR TOTAL WEALTH — OVER TWICE THAT 

OF THE UNITED STATES.

ALMOST THREE TIMES
(4)



ALMOST THREE TIMES AS MANY MEN SERVE IN THEIR ARMED FORCES, 

PROPORTIONAL TO THEIR POPULATION, THAN SERVE IN THE UNITED STATES.

THERE IS NO QUESTION OF THEIR SACRIFICE OF TREASURE.

HERE IS THEIR SACRIFICE IN BLOOD.

IN 1956 THEY LOST OVER 3,839 DEAD IN COMBAT. DURING 1967, THEY

HAVE LOST 4,426 DEAD IN COMBAT. IN THE PAST SEVEN YEARS THEY HAVE 

SUFFERED ALMO8T 45,000 DEAD.

THE GRIM TESTIMONY TO THEIR COURAGE AND THEIR STAMINA IS THE FACT 

THAT THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH VIETNAM HAS SUSTAINED CASUALTIES PROPORTIONATELY 

HIGHER THAN THOSE SUFFERED BY THE UNITED STATES IN TWO WORLD WARS. YET, 

TODAY — AFTER A WHOLE DECADE OF FIGHTING — THEY ARE BEARING THEIR BURDEN 

WITH AN EVEN GREATER VIGOR THAN BEFORE.

THERE IS ONE MORE POINT I SHOULD LIKE TO BRING UP. THE DESERTION 

RATE FROM THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMY HAS BEEN LISTED AT 116,400 FOR 1966. 

IN 1967, THE NUMBER DECREASED TO 80,700 IN 1967. IT WOULD SEEM THAT AN 

ARMY OF LESS THAN 700,000 MEN COULD HARDLY REMAIN IN BEING WITH SUCH A 

HIGH RATE OF DESERTION, ALTHOUGH THE RATE HAS DECREASED APPRECIABLY.

YET, THE ARMY HAS GROWN 94 PERCENT IN THE PAST SIX YEARS, AND IS MORE 

EFFECTIVE TODAY THAN EVER BEFORE. DOES NOT SUCH A DESERTION RATE SEEM 

STRANGE FOR AN ARMY THAT CONTINUES TO GROW, AND FOR A PEOPLE WHO ARE 

MAKING SUCH EFFORTS TO HELP THEMSELVES? IT MOST CERTAINLY DOES.

THE ANSWER LIES IN THE MANNER IN WHICH DESERTIONS ARE COUNTED.

THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMY CONSIDERS THAT A MAN IS A DESERTER IF HE FAILS 

TO TURN UP FOR HIS DUTY. EVEN IF HE RETURNS ON THE FOLLOWING DAY, HE 

STILL REMAINS ON THE DESERTION LIST.

(5)
THE COMPARISON WITH



THE COMPARISON WITH AMERICA’S OWN REVOLUTION IS OBVIOUS. JUST AS 

GEORGE WASHINGTON’S MEN LEFT THE ARMY TO RETURN HOME FOR A WHILE, TO 

VISIT THEIR FAMILIES, TO TEND THEIR SOIL, SO DO SOME OF THE MEN OF SOUTH 

VIETNAM. OFTEN A RECRUIT WILL LEAVE HIS POST, RETURN HOME FOR A WHILE, 

AND THEN REJOIN THE ARMY. HE MAY OFTEN DO THIS JUST TO VISIT THE GRAVES 

OF HIS ANCESTORS. BUT ONE THING IS CLEAR. HE DOESN’T DESERT TO THE VIET 

CONG.

THE SAME STORY IS NOT TRUE FOR THE OTHER SIDE. IN 1966, 116,400 

MEN FROM THE COMMUNIST FORCES DESERTED AND CAME OVER TO THE GOVERNMENT 

SIDE. IN 1967, ANOTHER 80 700 DESERTED. WHILE THE GOVERNMENT SOLDIER 

MAY DESERT TEMPORARILY TO VISIT HIS LAND AND HIS FAMILY, THE VIET CONG 

USUALLY DESERTS TO THE SOUTH.

CLEARLY, THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMY IS NOT BEING DECIMATED BY 

DESERTIONS, BUT IS GROWING BOTH IN NUMBERS AND IN FIGHTING POWER — FROM 

400,000 AT THE END OF 1963 TO 634,400 AT THE END OF 1967. AND, EQUALLY 

IMPORTANT, ONLY ABOUT 131 OF ITS MEN ARE DRAFTEES — THE REST ARE 

VOLUNTEERS. THIS PROPORTION IS QUITE COMPARABLE TO THAT OF THE AMERICAN 

ARMY.

THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARE WILLING TO FIGHT FOR THEIR COUNTRY, AND 

HAVE PROVED THAT WILLINGNESS MANY TIMES OVER. I BEG TO STATE THAT THE 

QUESTION IS NOT WHY DON’T THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE DO MORE, BUT RATHER HOW — 

IN SPITE OF ALL THEIR DIFFICULTIES — HAVE THEY BEEN ABLE TO DO AS MUCH 

AS THEY HAVE!

FOR LONG YEARS THESE PEOPLE HAVE BEEN HELPING THEMSELVES. NOW 

WE ARE ASSISTING THEM ON A LARGER SCALE THAN EVER BEFORE. BUT NEVER 

MUST WE UNDERESTIMATE—SIMPLY BECAUSE OURS IS A LARGE COUNTRY AND THEIRS

(6) A VERY SMALL COUNTRY



A VERY SMALL COUNTRY — THE EFFORTS THEY HAVE MADE ON THEIR OWN BEHALF.

NEVER MUST THEY BECOME THE FORGOTTEN PEOPLE.

FOR, I THINK, WHEN TEE HISTORY IS FINALLY WRITTEN, THAT THEY MAY

WELL BE KNOWN AS — THE VALIANT PEOPLE.


