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Please join the 100th/442d soldiers of Rifle Chapter  

for their 

“FOR CONTINUING 

SERVICE”  FUNDRAISER 
Sat., March 21 and Sun., March 22 

10:00 am to 3:00 pm (both days) 

at the 100th Clubhouse, 520 Kamoku Street 
(parking at Ala Wai Elementary School) 

 

Shop ‘til you drop at the  

ONE PUKA PUKA RUMMAGE SALE  
in Turner Hall where everything is just $1 each 

 

Check out the dazzling delights on sale at the  

DELTA DRAGONS DEN 
in the Boardroom 

 

CASH ONLY.   

No checks or credit cards will be accepted.  
 

Proceeds will support upcoming Rifle Chapter 

community service projects and 100th activities. 
 

We welcome your donations of new or gently used items 

which may be dropped off at the Clubhouse during  

Office Hours on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 

7:00 am to 1:00 pm from now until March 17 

We can also use plastic grocery bags, shopping bags and 

cardboard boxes. 
 

For more information, please contact JAYNE HIRATA at 

pukapukaparade100@gmail.com or 946-0272 

STORY OF CHAPLAIN 
YOST BRINGS 

AUDIENCE TO TEARS 
by Harry Nakayama 

 

A supportive crowd of 40 were 

treated to a preview of Let the 

Dead Pass By, an original play 

about the late CHAPLAIN 

ISRAEL YOST, at the Clubhouse 

on Saturday, February 22.  (Photo 

from www.100thbattalion.org).   

Let the Dead Pass By was 

written by Honolulu author 

MICHAEL MARKRICH who 

also co-edited the book Combat 

Chaplain which was based on  

                Continued on page 2 



STORY OF CHAPLAIN YOST 
Continued from page 1 
 

Chaplain Yost’s original memoirs.  His co-editor of 

the book was Chaplain Yost’s daughter, MONICA 

YOST.    After being asked numerous times by local 

audiences to tell the story of Chaplain Yost, Markrich 

decided to write a play inspired by actual events in 

Colonel Yost’s life with the goal of letting new 

generations know about Colonel Yost and the 100th 

Infantry Battalion.  (Photo below of  Markrich with 

MIS veteran and MIS Veterans Club President DR. 

SHINYE GIMA, courtesy of PAT THOMSON).   

 The title of the play was taken from Chaplain 

Yost’s address entitled “Step Off the Road and Let 

the Dead Pass By” which was given at one of the 

100th’s second annual Memorial Services for those 

killed in action in September 1947 (Chaplain Yost 

went to several islands in Hawaii).  At the 36th 

annual Memorial Service in September 1983, 

Chaplain Yost explained that he chose that title for 

his 1947 speech because  “At that time you and I 

were still young; the events of the war and its 

attendant circumstances were fresh in our minds.” 

 Actor BERKLEY SPIVEY’s portrayal of 

Chaplain Yost was outstanding and brought many in 

the crowd to tears including 100th President ANN 

KABASAWA who was crying like a baby.  Actress 

CASSIDY PATMONT, the granddaughter of a 

World War II ARmy veteran, played the role of 

narrator KEIKO KIYONAGA.   The play was 

directed by WILLIAM HA’O who graduated from 

the best public high school in Hawaii, McKinley.  

(Photo below from left to right of Markrich, Spivey, 

Yost, Patmont and Hao courtesy of CLYDE 

SUGIMOTO). 

 Thank you to ISRAEL YOST, JR., FAITH 

YOST and the entire Yost family for their support of 

this performance.  Israel Yost, Jr. asked that Club 100 

be acknowledged for paying the entire amount of 

Chaplain Yost’s visit to Hawaii in 1947.    

 Thank you also to the volunteers in the 100th 

‘ohana including GARY HAYAKAWA, Ann 

Kabasawa, MARY ANN KATAHARA-TANABE, 

SHELLEY SANTO, Clyde Sugimoto, ALEX 

TAKASHY, DOT TAMASHIRO and Pat Thomson.  

Apologies if I left anyone off the list but please know 

your help was greatly appreciated.  

  (PPP Editor’s Note:  Yost’s 1947 speech can be 
viewed at www.100thbattalion.org/archives/puka-
puka-parades/veterans/killed-in-action/step-off-the-
road/ ). 

http://www.100thbattalion.org/archives/puka-puka-parades/veterans/killed-in-action/step-off-the-road/
http://www.100thbattalion.org/archives/puka-puka-parades/veterans/killed-in-action/step-off-the-road/
http://www.100thbattalion.org/archives/puka-puka-parades/veterans/killed-in-action/step-off-the-road/


DA PRESIDENT’S MONTHLY MONKU  
by Ann Kabasawa 

 

February was another busy month as my husband 

CLYDE SUGIMOTO and I took short trips to Los 

Angeles and Maui in between the many activities that 

were going on at the Clubhouse.  Although it requires 

the hard labor of our teeny tiny group of devoted 

volunteers to put these special events on, it is always a 

great feeling when the Club is full of the noise of 

people talking story.  It brings the place back to life as 

it was when our fathers were here.   

During our visit to Maui, we were thrilled to see 

DEIDRE TEGARDEN who is back as the Executive 

Director of the Nisei Veterans Memorial Center.   Of 

course, we came back with a lot of their new t-shirts 

which you can read about on page 6 of the PPP.   

On February 21, Clyde and I were privileged to 

attend the first Reiwa Era birthday celebration for 

EMPEROR NARUHITO at the home of the Consul 

General of Japan in Honolulu, KOICHI ITO.   

Among the other 400 to 500 guests were 100th 

descendants GOVERNOR DAVID IGE and FIRST 

LADY DAWN AMANO-IGE, pictured in the photo 

with the Consul General and his wife. (Photo below 

from the official Consulate Twitter page).   

On February 22, we enjoyed the excellent 

performance of Let the Dead Pass By about Chaplain 

Yost.  Mahalo to 1st Vice-President HARRY 

NAKAYAMA for coordinating the event which was a 

real tear-jerker.   As confirmation of the performance 

did not come until a very short time before the 22nd, 

there was only time to send notice to those members 

who are on our e-mail list.    Therefore, I’d again like 

to encourage members who only receive “snail mail” 

to switch over to e-mail so that you won’t miss out on 

anything that may happen at the last minute.  If you 

don’t have your own e-mail, consider being like 

Headquarters Chapter President DOROTHY 

TAMASHIRO who has her e-mail notices sent to her 

son, GLENN TAMASHIRO, who prints them out for 

her.   

On February 25, DR. MITCH MAKI who is the 

President and CEO of the Go For Broke National 

Education Center held a meeting with 36 

representatives of various Japanese American 

veterans organizations and others in the Japanese 

American community in Hawaii to update us on 

upcoming GFBNEC projects and outreach to the 

community in Hawaii.  Please ask Harry for more 

details. 

Please support Rifle Chapter at their “For 

Continuing Service” Fundraiser on Saturday, March 

21 and Sunday, March 22 from 10:00 am to 3:00 

pm at the Clubhouse.  Your purchases will fund 

community service projects that the soldiers are 

currently working on including placing bouquets at 

the graves of 100th veterans on the dates of their 

deaths and birthdays and tackling needed 

improvements at neighborhood schools (first on the 

list is Ala Wai Elementary).   

If you are unable to make it to the Fundraiser, 

please drop off your new or gently used unwanted 

items, plastic bags, shopping bags and cardboard 

boxes to the Clubhouse by March 17. 

BOARD MEMBERS  -  due to the Rifle Chapter 

Fundraiser, the monthly BOD meeting has been 

rescheduled to Saturday, March 14 at 9:00 am.  

There will be no meeting on Saturday, March 21 but 

please come and spend your money! 

Mark your calendars for the annual Las Vegas 

Mini-Reunion which will be held at The Cal from 

Sunday, October 18 to Thursday, October 22.  

More details to follow.   

Finally, starting on March 1, the Clubhouse and 

Office will be OPEN on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 

Thursdays from 7:00 am to 1:00 pm.  The 

Clubhouse and Office will be CLOSED on Mondays, 

Fridays, weekends and holidays.   As you may know, 

Office Assistant  ALEX TAKASHY currently serves 

with the 100th/442d and is a member of their Color 

Guard which often requires that he be available for 

Army duties at the drop of a hat, something that we 

all support whole-heartedly!  If you are planning a 

visit to the Clubhouse, we’d strongly suggest calling 

the Office ahead of time at 946-0272 to make sure 

somebody will be there.  If you are interested in a 

tour, please call way in advance as Alex will need to 

arrange for a volunteer to conduct the tour.   Mahalo 

for your understanding.   



MAINLAND CHAPTER NEWS                   
by David Watanabe 

 

February got off to a great start with our 

February 1st Valentine's Day luncheon.  We could 

not have planned for better weather, low 80’s and 

not a cloud in the sky.  And for the 4th year in a row 

we gathered at the Gardena Buddhist Church to 

enjoy fellowship, food, door and bingo prizes!!  We 

have to thank ELLIE OZAWA, member and maker 

of the 3-star Michelin chili,  for making the 

arrangements for using the nice big hall, she has a 

special connection to the great Buddha I think. We 

could not have had a better venue for this event. 

And of course we were blessed to have eight 

Nisei Veterans enjoying themselves as seen in the 

photo below.  Sitting in the front row are KEN 

AKUNE, TOKE YOSHIHASHI, BEN 

SUECHIKA, RALPH MATSUMOTO, DON 

SEKI.  Standing in the back row are YOSH 

NAKAMURA, ED NAKAMURA, and DON 

MIYADA. 

Many thanks to all of the volunteers who helped 

out to make this annual event a fun time. We really 

have the best volunteers.  Thanks also go out to 

STEPHEN KAGAWA of the Go For Broke 

National Education Center who brought beautiful 

red roses to give to the ladies (photo on the 

right).  The caterer, Lady Bugs, did another great job 

with the good food and service. 

Everyone went home a winner, we have an 

unbroken streak of never having an attendee go 

home without a smiling face, an armload of door and 

bingo prizes, and a heavy stomach… 

On a sad note our club recently lost another long 

time member, ELMA TAKAHASHI whose husband 

was the late MAS TAKAHASHI of  Charlie 

Company.  We’re going to miss her.   

MORE MAINLAND CHAPTER NEWS 

On February 21, 2020, Japanese American World 

War II veterans KEN AKUNE (MIS), RALPH 

MATSUMOTO (MIS), DON MIYADA (100th) and       

                                                Continued on page 5  



HEADQUARTERS CHAPTER NEWS by Janice Sakoda 
 

Well, Spring is certainly marching in with lots of blustery wind!  But 

can’t complain because it’s still comfortably cool during the days and 

nights are so pleasant.  And compared to the snow on the Mainland, we’re 

fortunate to live in Hawaii. 

Spring turns our thoughts to our Spring Lunch, coming up fast.  We’ll 

be getting together on Wednesday, March 18 as a few people had 

indicated Wednesdays are best for them.  We’ll be meeting at Gen 

Restaurant in Ala Moana at 10:00 a.m.  (yes, early lunch but that’s 

when it opens).  Cost will be $18 for members and $22 for non-

members.  Any additional charges (drinks and desserts) will be the 

responsibility of the person ordering. Feel free to invite a guest.   Please 

RSVP by Saturday, March 14 so we can provide a final count.  (I 

believe if we have a party of more than ten we can make a reservation but 

all need to be present before being seated.)  There is also a two hour limit. 

I had the opportunity to join ISAMI YOSHIHARA, MIKE 

MALAGHAN (author of Picture Bride and soon-to-come-out A Question 

of Loyalty), ANN KABASAWA and CLYDE SUGIMOTO to meet with 

DAVID MORIHARA (Board Member of the Friends of Italy Society of 

Hawaii or FOISH) to talk about the Nisei soldiers’ role in Italy during 

World War II.   Mike and I were asked to join because we were in Italy 

this past summer to see where the “boys” fought.  It was a very interesting 

meeting and we are now planning an educational presentation for the 

Friends of Italy Society of Hawaii possibly in November.  

Hope to see you in March! 

CHARLIE CHAPTER NEWS  by Arlene Sato 
 

Ten of us enjoyed our breakfast meeting at Ruscello in the Ala Moana 

Nordstrom on Saturday, January 25.  

The next breakfast meeting will be on Saturday, March 14  at 9:00 

am.   The place has not been decided on yet so more information will be 

emailed to you. All Charlie Chapter ‘ohana are encouraged and welcome 

to join us. Cost is $5/head. Our Chapter subsidizes the cost.  

MORE MAINLAND 
CHAPTER NEWS  
Continued from page 4 
 

“TOKE” YOSHIHASHI (100th) 

were honored at the Black Eyed 

Pea Luncheon held at the 

Nakaooka Community Center in 

Gardena, California.  This annual 

event is hosted by JASON 

YOUNG, a veteran of the United 

States Air Force and a retired VA 

employee who helped out a lot of 

the AJA veterans with their VA 

benefits, to celebrate the New 

Year.   

At the Luncheon, the veterans 

enjoyed a delicious lunch of black 

eyed peas and fried chicken.  They 

also each received a Certificate of 

Recognition from the City of 

Gardena presented by MAYOR 

TASHA CERDA.   

Thank you to JASON 

KUSAGAYA for sending the 

photo below of Mr. Young, Ralph 

Matsumoto, Toke Yoshihashi, 

Mayor Cerda, Ken Akune and 

Don Miyada taken at the Black 

Eyed Pea Luncheon. 

(PPP Editor’s Note:  Mahalo 

to Jason, GAVIN DO, SHIRLEY 

TANAKA, and DAVID 

WATANABE for providing 

information for this article).   



FROM DA EDITOR’S DESK 
 

I was brought to tears when I visited the Clubhouse 

and read about the passing of MELVIN MIKIO 

“MIKE” SHIRAMIZU on 

January 20, 2010 in Denver, 

Colorado.  Mel was the son of 

KIYOSHI “JIMMIE” 

SHIRAMIZU who was killed in 

action in Italy during World War 

II while serving with the 100th.  

As Mel was only two years old 

when his father died, he sought 

to learn more about the dad he 

never knew by visiting our 

Clubhouse and coming to the Las Vegas Mini-

Reunions.  His dedication to searching for his roots, 

even in the midst of health issues, was inspiring.  You 

can read about his journey and see this photo of him 

from 2011 at  http://www.100thbattalion.org/history/

veterans/soldiers-killed-in-action/kiyoshi-shiramizu/.  

 A celebration of Mel’s life was held on February 

15 and the family asks that donations be made to the 

Defeat MSA Alliance (Multiple System Atrophy) at 

https://defeatmsa.org/ or to the 100th Infantry 

Battalion Veterans organization.  Our deepest 

condolences to his family, especially his aunt SUMI 

IWATA. 

I was shocked to hear from our friends in Maizuru, 

Japan that their next re-enactment event scheduled for 

this summer was cancelled due to concerns over the 

coronavirus.  I was going to ask if anyone was going to 

Okinawa soon and could take the Okinawa Prefectural 

Peace Memorial Museum exhibit back to them for us 

but it looks travelling to Japan is getting more difficult 

each day.  I hope that things get better or my twins 

may be stuck in Nepal when their semester abroad 

ends!  Keep safe everyone by washing your hands and 

not getting run over by folks hoarding toilet paper and 

spam. 

Mahalo to author MIKE MALAGHAN for 

donating a copy of his novel, Picture Bride to the 

Clubhouse Library and also to author DR. ANDREW 

LAM for also donating a copy of his novel, 

Repentance, which ISAMI YOSHIHARA reviewed 

in last month’s PPP.    As I’ve been told a number of 

people were not able to catch the showings of the 

documentary Dream Big! A Postwar Success Story:  

The Nisei Soldiers of WWII that recently aired on 

KIKU-TV, maybe we need to schedule a showing at 

the Clubhouse if there is enough interest.  Please let 

me or ALEX TAKASHY know if you want to see it.  

LEAVE YOUR LEGACY WITH HCF 

For as long as I can remember, the Hawaii 

Community Foundation (HCF) has administered our 

100th Infantry Battalion Veterans Scholarship 

program.    This partnership saves us a lot of time and 

removes a lot of the administrative burden from the 

shoulders of the Scholarship Chairperson (currently 

1st Vice-President HARRY NAKAYAMA).   

In addition to the original 100th Infantry Battalion 

Veterans Memorial Scholarship, students may also 

apply for the 100th 

Infantry Battalion 

Veterans Stanley 

Izumigawa Scholarship.  

An article on the HCF 

website state that before 

his passing on April 23, 

2014,  100th veteran 
STANLEY “STAN” 

IZUMIGAWA of Able 

Company made 

arrangements with HCF 

for a portion of his 

estate to be set aside to 

create a scholarship to 

benefit descendants of 

the members of the 

100th Infantry 

Battalion.  (Photo of 

Izumigawa in his beloved ocean from The Hawaii 

Herald).   His daughter, JOAN IZUMIGAWA 

explained her father’s motive as follows, “He wanted 

to give back.  This scholarship fund was his way of 

continuing his service after he passed.  My father felt 

strongly that you should always remember where you 

came from.”  (The article in its entirety may be 

viewed at https://

faces.hawaiicommunityfoundation.org/leaving-a-

legacy), 

HCF Senior Development Officer ERIC LA’A, 

who has handled our Scholarships for years, asks that 

others in the 100th family consider leaving their own 

legacy for future generations with a bequest in their 

wills or trusts to HCF.  Charitable gifts including 

cash, appreciated securities, real and personal 

property, retirement plans and life insurance may also 

be given.  Please contact Donor Services at 

give@hawaiicommunityfoundation.org. 

You may also make a donation directly to the 

100th Scholarship Fund via the 100th Office.   

http://www.100thbattalion.org/history/veterans/soldiers-killed-in-action/kiyoshi-shiramizu/
http://www.100thbattalion.org/history/veterans/soldiers-killed-in-action/kiyoshi-shiramizu/
https://defeatmsa.org/
https://faces.hawaiicommunityfoundation.org/leaving-a-legacy
https://faces.hawaiicommunityfoundation.org/leaving-a-legacy
https://faces.hawaiicommunityfoundation.org/leaving-a-legacy


NEW NVMCT-SHIRTS INCLUDE THE 
100TH LOGO 

 

When people stop by the Clubhouse, a lot of them 

will ask if we have any new 100th items on sale.  The 

answer is usually “No” so when I saw this photograph 

of the staff and volunteers from the Nisei Veterans 

Memorial Center on Maui wearing their new NVMC   

t-shirts that was posted on Research Archivist 

MELANIE AGRABANTE’s Facebook page, I 

immediately bugged her to send me more information 

and she did (Melanie is in the far right of the photo 

next to Executive Director DEIDRE TEGARDEN): 

 “Honoring our 

nisei veterans who 

served in WWII and 

paying homage to their 

plantation heritage, the 

NVMC is proud to 

feature our new t-shirt 

for 2020. Created by 

BRANDT FUSE of 

Sumofish Designs this 

playful image features 

two fish shaped into a kau-kau tin brimming with 

yummy food. The eyes of the fish reflect the insignia 

of the 100th Infantry Battalion and the 

442nd Regimental Combat Team. If you look closely, 

you can also find the silhouette of Maui. 

Our shirts come in Men’s and Women’s sizes and 

are priced at only $25 each.” 

T-shirts can be purchased directly from NVMC 

with payment preferably by check.  If  you would like 

your purchase mailed to you, there would be an 

additional shipping cost ranging from $7.75 for the 

smallest flat rate envelope to $21.10 for the largest flat 

rate box.  If you need to have your purchase shipped, 

please contact NVMC at (808)244-6862 or 

info.nvmc@gmail.com BEFORE you place your 

order so that your total cost could be calculated before 

you send any payment.   

SHOW ME THE MONEY!!!  
SCHOLARSHIPS AND MORE  

 

JAVA SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

Applications are being accepted from now until 

Wednesday, March 25 for the 2020 Japanese 

American Veterans Association (JAVA) Memorial 

Scholarship Program.  There are over ten 

scholarships ranging from the $1,500 JAVA 

Memorial Scholarships to the $5,000 Inouye 

Memorial Scholarship available to graduating high 

school seniors, advanced undergraduate students, 

and post graduate and professional education 

students. 

Descendants of those who served in the 100th, 

442nd, MIS, 1399th or other US military units, 

current members of JAVA, and children of current 

JAVA members are eligible to apply.  Current and 

past members of the 100th/442d USAR are also 

encouraged to apply for the Inouye Memorial 

Scholarship. 

Applicants should review published rules and 

forms available at the JAVA website at https://

java.wildapricot.org/JAVA-Memorial-Scholarship-

Program.  Applications and supporting documents 

must be electronically submitted no later than 11:59 

pm on Wednesday, March 25 to 

javascholarship222@gmail.com.  Applications not 

received by that date or fail to meet the submission 

requirements will NOT be considered.  

GFBNEC INSTAGRAM CONTEST 

 In celebration of National Medal of Honor Day 

(March 25), the Go For Broke National Education 

Center is giving away $100 to one eligible high 

school or college student with the prompt, “What 

does the Nisei Medal of Honor legacy of courage, 

bravery or sacrifice mean to you?”  Students may 

enter this contest on Instagram by following these 

steps: 

 1)  Choose one Nisei veteran who was awarded 
the Medal of Honor and learn his story, his act of 
bravery and sacrifice, and the lessons of his service 
by visiting the GFBNEC website and other 
resources. 
 2)  Choose one to ten photos to upload on one 
post on Instagram.   
 3)  Follow @GFBNEC and use the hashtag 
#GFBNECStudentContest to enter by the end of 
day on March 20. 
 4)  If there are 5 submissions by March 3, there 
will be a $50 matching donation by RYAN 
KAWAMOTO, grandson of a Nisei veteran.   

https://java.wildapricot.org/JAVA-Memorial-Scholarship-Program
https://java.wildapricot.org/JAVA-Memorial-Scholarship-Program
https://java.wildapricot.org/JAVA-Memorial-Scholarship-Program


The Puka-Puka Parade is the official newsletter of 
the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans organization 

and is published monthly, twelve times a year. 
 

The opinions expressed in the PPP are those of the 
individual authors and do not necessarily reflect the 
position of the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans.   
All articles are written by PPP Editor Jayne Hirata 

unless otherwise indicated. 
  

Please e-mail your articles, comments or questions 
about the PPP to pukapukaparade100@gmail.com.  

If you do not have access to email, please mail or 
deliver your articles, comments or questions to the 

Clubhouse Office.   

The deadline to submit articles for the                   
April 2020  issue is March 20 

100th Infantry Battalion Veterans 
520 Kamoku Street 

Honolulu, Hawaii  96826 
(808)946-0272 

club100vets@gmail.com 
www.100thbattalion.org 

 

 NEW OFFICE HOURS: 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays  

from 7 am to 1 pm 
Closed on Mondays, Fridays, weekends 

and holidays 

 MARCH CLUBHOUSE CALENDAR 
(all events at the Clubhouse unless otherwise indicated) 

 

BOARD Meeting   Saturday, March 14 at 9 am (new date) 
       No meeting on March 22 
CHARLIE CHAPTER Saturday, March 14 at 9:00 am 
       Location to be determined 
HEADQUARTERS  Wednesday, March 18 at 10:00 am 
CHAPTER    Gen Restaurant in Ala Moana 
       RSVP by March 14 
CRAFT CLUB   Tuesdays,  March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31  
       from 9 am to 1 pm 
LINE DANCING   Wednesdays, March 4, 11, 18, 15  
       from 9 am to 11 am 
   

                     CLUB EVENTS   
Weds, March 18    Last day to drop off new or gently used items, 
       plastic bags, shopping bags and boxes for Rifle 
       Chapter fundraiser  
Sat. March 21 and  Rifle Chapter’s “For Continuing Service”  
Sun, March 22   Fundraiser 
10 am to 3 pm 
        

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Clubhouse and Office will be closed on Thursday, March 26 in 

observance of Kuhio Day 

100th Infantry Battalion Veterans 
520 Kamoku Street 
Honolulu, HI  96826 
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