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“FOR CONTINUING SERVICE” PROJECTS YOU CAN 

DO FROM HOME 

GET WELL CARD CAMPAIGN by GOVAN YEE                                                                

Facebook @Hanashi Oral History Project of the Go For Broke National Education Center (March 7, 2020) 

For those who have not heard, one of our local heroes is in the Los Angeles VA Hospital.  NOBORU 

“DON” SEKI of L Company, 442nd RCT, needs some cheering up and you can help.  (In the photo above of 

the 2019 Torrance Armed Forces Day Parade, Don is on the left).   With the permission of his daughter, 

TRACEY MATSUYAMA, I am asking those who can, to send him a Get Well Card.  With the flu season 

and everything else going on, visitation is now restricted to ensure that he stays healthy. Please send the card 

to: 

// 

// 



 Don Seki 
 c/o Ms. Tracey Matsuyama 
 P.O. Box 84485 
 Los Angeles, CA  90073 
 
 

SEND CARDS, ART OR LETTERS TO JAPANESE AMERICAN SENIORS  
www.yuaikai.org 

 

During this COVID-19 pandemic, our seniors will be hit the hardest both in terms of being the most at risk 

to the virus, but also being hardest hit by loneliness and isolation as they are already often alone. 

Since our kids are all at home now, I thought it would be great if they could spend some time creating art 

and writing letters or cards to send to the Yu-Ai Kai seniors who are all stuck at home.  Adults welcome to 

participate as well. 

For those of you that don’t know, Yu-Ai Kai is a nonprofit senior center in Japantown with a variety of 

services for seniors, including Social Services, Senior Day Care (socialization), Nutrition and Activities.  For 

many of the folks that go there, it is the center of their social activities so it will  be difficult to lose that 

interaction at this time.   

Both of my kids made many senior friends there during their time at Lotus, and it is an important part of 

the Jtown community. 

If your family would like to participate, please do the following: 

1) Create art, drawings, cards or letters 

2) Somewhere on the art/letter, include the following statement:  “Heard you might be stuck at home and 

wanted to let you know we were thinking about you.” 

3) Include your child’s name (or your family name if you prefer) 

4) If you’re open to an ongoing Pen Pal relationship, please also include your contact information  -  email 

and mailing address  -  to the senior can decide if they’d like to write back to ou 

5) Please include everything into an envelope (if you have several things try to include a bunch in a 

Manila envelope so you can send a single package to them, and try to keep the art/letters “light” so they 

can be flded down and easily mailed) 

Mail to the following address: 

 Yu-Ai Kai 
 c/o Derek Ives 
 588 North 4th Street 
 San Jose, CA  95112 
 

The Yu-Ai Kai staff will gather everything and distribute out to the seniors, and hopefully, you will get a 

response back from your new friend!  Feel free to include as much art and many letters as you’d like, as long 

as it can be mailed to Yu-Ai Kai. 

If you have a connection to another senior center or nursing home, take this project to those places as well. 

DO YOUR PART! KNIT YOUR BIT AND COVID-19 
The National World War II Museum website (March 24, 2020) 

https://www.nationalww2museum.org/about-us/notes-museum/do-your-part-knit-your-bit-and-covid-19  
 

With the onset of COVID-19, the American public is facing an invisible enemy that is changing whole 

aspects of our lives. From going to work and school, to getting supplies, the challenge of the pandemic brings 

a time of uncertainty and anxiety for many of us. For our healthcare system in the United States, the pressure 

to maintain and collect supplies has never been so important—even turning to the public for assistance with a 

number of things, including the storage of protective masks for those on the front lines. As we all shelter in 

https://www.nationalww2museum.org/about-us/notes-museum/do-your-part-knit-your-bit-and-covid-19


place, it’s no better time for crafters, makers, and those who 

want to help to mobilize—just like we always have, 

especially during World War II. 

On the Home Front during World War II, knitting served 

as one more way Americans could support the war effort. 

The November 24, 1941, cover story of the popular weekly 

magazine Life explained “How to Knit.” Along with basic 

instructions and a pattern for a simple knitted vest, the article 

advised, “To the great American question ‘What can I do to 

help the war effort?’ the commonest answer yet found is 

‘Knit.’” After the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, two 

weeks later, thousands of Americans picked up their needles 

to knit socks, mufflers, and sweaters to keep American 

soldiers warm and provide them with a homemade reminder of home. 

Many of those knitting items for soldiers during World War II had knit for victory as children or young 

adults during World War I. Knitting provided warmth and comfort for the servicemember, therapeutic 

distraction, and a sense of civic participation for the knitters. First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt was often 

photographed knitting for the war effort or at least carrying her voluminous knitting bag. In the evening 

listening to war news on the radio, idle hands were turned to service as Americans once again knit for victory. 

The American Red Cross supplied patterns for sweaters, socks, mufflers, fingerless mitts (which allowed 

soldiers to keep their hands warm while shooting), toe covers (for use with a cast), stump covers, and other 

garments. Cold, wet, sore feet were the enemy as surely as German or Japanese troops. Socks wore out much 

faster than sweaters and needed changing many times more frequently. These were to be knitted in olive drab 

or navy blue wool yarn. Surviving patterns show that these knitting patterns were typed and retyped with 

carbon-paper copies and shared among the knitters. Many knitters chose to knit the same item in the same size 

again and again so that they could memorize the pattern and produce pieces more quickly. 

“The Navy needs men, but it also needs knitters,” newspapers cried. Church basements, school 

lunchrooms, and members-only societies all had knitters busily clicking their needles. Their handiwork was 

destined to warm and protect, and fated to suffer with the soldiers. After the war, some knitters dropped their 

needles for good. Others kept on knitting throughout their lives in a wide variety of colors—any color, many 

swore but Army-issued khaki or olive drab! 

Today, as calls for homemade surgical masks grow, it’s yet another time for Americans to rise to the 

occasion and all do our part to support our healthcare heroes and each other. To find out what hospitals and 

other healthcare workers need in your area and how to donate, check out the websites of your community’s 

hospitals. Additionally, companies like JOANN Fabrics and Crafts are spearheading this call to action to 

support our country's medical personnel with templates and donation locations. And, if you aren’t crafty, you 

can also help by practicing social distancing, checking on the elderly and immune-compromised safely, and 

staying home. If you have the space and the time, this is a great opportunity to learn what you can do to help 

your community and our country as a whole. 

Remember, we can do it—together! 

For more information on the Museum’s Knit Your Bit program, visit https://

www.nationalww2museum.org/programs/knit-your-bit/. 

Resources: 

Healthcare-approved template for masks: https://www.craftpassion.com/wp-json/mv-create/v1/

creations/19/print 

 Template for hospital gowns: https://www.lazygirldesigns.com/free-hospital-gown-patterns/?
fbclid=IwAR2fiFrOWQRwCsVziEEpeTa141h1KQr9e2Qf0GQ5331OlnVI8qYDuyqqc2I 

https://www.nationalww2museum.org/programs/knit-your-bit/
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/programs/knit-your-bit/
https://www.craftpassion.com/wp-json/mv-create/v1/creations/19/print
https://www.craftpassion.com/wp-json/mv-create/v1/creations/19/print
https://www.lazygirldesigns.com/free-hospital-gown-patterns/?fbclid=IwAR2fiFrOWQRwCsVziEEpeTa141h1KQr9e2Qf0GQ5331OlnVI8qYDuyqqc2I
https://www.lazygirldesigns.com/free-hospital-gown-patterns/?fbclid=IwAR2fiFrOWQRwCsVziEEpeTa141h1KQr9e2Qf0GQ5331OlnVI8qYDuyqqc2I


JOANN Fabrics and Crafts list of how-tos, materials, and donation information: https://www.joann.com/

make-to-give-response/ 

 

NATIONAL WORLD WAR II MUSEUM OFFERS DISTANCE LEARNING 
OPPORTUNITIES 

https://www.nationalww2museum.org/students-teachers/distance-learning  
 

While their facilities are closed, our friends at the National World War II Museum in New Orleans, LA are 

offering online and distance learning programs to connect audiences with WWII history and honor the 

generation who sacrificed so much to secure our freedom. Programs include a broad range of online learning 

experiences and topics, allowing students, educators, and other professionals to learn significant WWII stories 

including Pearl Harbor, the Home Front, and D-Day without having to leave your home or classroom.   There 

are also online teaching resources for those providing “homestay” education (pretty much everyone now).   

The Museum launched a new online Lunchtime Lecture Series every Wednesday at 11:00 am Central 

Time (9:00 am Pacific Time or 6:00 am Hawaii Time).   The lecture can be viewed at the Museum’s website 

or at the Museum’s Facebook page @The National WWII Museum.    You can watch live and ask questions 

or make comments via Zoom but if it’s too early for you, the lectures are recorded and available at the website 

and on Facebook.  The most recent lecture was by  DR. ROB CITINO, Executive Director of the Museum’s 

Institute for the Study of War & Democracy on the topic of "Recovering from Disaster: Pearl Harbor and 

After."  I caught a few minutes of Dr. Citino’s presentation in which he discussed how daily life in Hawaii 

returned to “normal” after the attack on Pearl Harbor and compared the problems American faced then with 

what we are going through now.   

Other upcoming events that may be of interest to our PPP readers are an examination of high school 

yearbooks from the War Years to see what life was like then, especially for those about to graduate (March 30 

at 11:00 am Central Time) and a presentation on “The Heroes of the World War I Lost Battalion” focused on 

the stories of four unlikely heroes who crossed paths in October 1918 who rescued American soldiers in 

France (Apri1 1 at 11:00 am Central Time).  The documentary Proof of Loyalty about KAZUO YAMANE 

who served in the 100th and MIS during World War II is scheduled to be shown at the Museum on May 13. 

 

MORE PHOTOS FROM THE 100TH/442D AT POHAKULOA TRAINING AREA 

https://www.joann.com/make-to-give-response/
https://www.joann.com/make-to-give-response/
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/students-teachers/distance-learning


Photos above and on previous page, courtesy of 2LT CHRISTOPHER ARAKAWA from his Facebook 
page @Christopher.Musashi.Arakawa.  

 

Bottom left photo is of SGT ROY-CHESTER SALVADOR, SPC ANRUBE ASHER, PFC. NOAH 
AITAOTO and SPC NICHOLAS SAHAGUN conducting a night shoot from a 120mm mortar.  (Photo by 
SFC QUINCY WILLIAMS, 196th Infantry Brigade as was posted at Facebook @9thMSC on March 20). 

Bottom right photo is of SSG CHRIS RYAN MAKINANO, SGT EVERETT PEREZ, and SPC EARL 
DOMANGUERA conducting 120mm mortar live fire training. (Photo by SFC BRIAN DOMINGO as was 
posted at Facebook @9thMSC on March 19).   



THE MARSHALLS OF J-FLATS by Susie Ling  
https://www.rafu.com/2020/02/the-marshalls-from-j-flats/  

BARBARA JEAN MARSHALL WILLIAMS, a 93-year-old African American, was born and raised on 

Westmoreland Avenue in “J-Flats,” a Japanese American enclave between East Hollywood and Silver Lake.  

(Photo above from left to right, is of  KIWI BURCH, Barbara Jean Marshall Williams, MARVIN INOUYE 

in December 2019. by SUSIE LING). 

COLLEEN “TEENY” KUNITOMI MIYANO said, “CHERYL, [Karen] Kiwi, AND CLINTON 

BURCH of the Marshall-Burch family attended Dayton Heights Elementary with me in the 1950s; I used to 

wonder why an African American family livelived in the center of J-Flats.” 

Teeny came to realize that this African American family “was there first.” Barbara Jean’s grandparents, 

JOSEPHINE AND GEORGE ALBRIGHT, homesteaded this area as early as 1892.  Josephine Hardy (1851

-1943) was a white woman born in Groveland, Mass. and married to George Washington Albright, a former 

slave born in Texas. Their children, ROY, CRYSTAL, AND WENDELL (ALBRIGHT) (1890-1959), were 

listed as “mulatto” in the census. 

In the early 1900s, the Albright family would welcome Japanese American neighbors that started to settle 

into this farming community. Crystal married RUFUS MARSHALL in 1921. 

Barbara Jean said, “Your neighbor was your neighbor” and she remembers her grandmother sitting 

amicably on the front porch with the Issei women although they didn’t communicate with language. “We were 

all extended family. We even had a koi pond.” She continued, “There was a lot of food passed over the hedges. 

My parents were caterers.”  (Photo on next page of Barbara Jean and a  J-Flats neighbor circa 1940 is courtesy 

of Barbara Williams).   

Sansei JOANN KAKIBA Asao, piped in, “My grandparents lived next door to the Marshalls and my 

https://www.rafu.com/2020/02/the-marshalls-from-j-flats/


grandfather, TORAKICHI, was a baker for Dolly 

Madison. He used to make the best butter muffins and 

we just can’t duplicate it.”   

The Marshalls’ other neighbors were also foodies; 

the Hoshizakis ran a legendary community hub, Fujiya 

Market. 

Dayton Heights Elementary School on 

Westmoreland Avenue, just south of Melrose Avenue, 

was established in 1910. Fujiya Market on Virgil 

Avenue was founded by KEIJIRO HOSHIZAKI in 

1932, and closed 80 years later. The Hollywood judo 

dojo on Middlebury Street was established in 1932 by 

Issei. The community had family homes and rooming 

houses for Issei bachelors. Many of the Japanese 

Americans then were service workers for richer 

families in the Los Feliz area. 

Barbara Jean continued, “When I was a teenager, 

my mother encouraged me to attend Japanese gakuen 

with all our neighbors. But the war came along and the 

president at the time changed everything. My 

household was disrupted as my neighbors’ households 

were disrupted. It was traumatic and heart-wrenching.” 

Barbara Jean said that on the day the Japanese 

Americans had to congregate to report to assembly centers, there was dismal rain. “I remember Mama cooking 

and cooking. She made biscuits, eggs, and coffee for all the Japanese families. And Dad drove the families in 

batches to the meeting place.” 

In 1942, TORAKICHI AND KATSUYO KAKIBA had four children aged 17, 15, 13, and 11. 

KEIJIRO AND NAMI HOSHIZAKI had children aged 16 (Takashi), 14, 11, 9, 7, and 4. They all were 

imprisoned at Heart Mountain, Wyoming. 

DR. TAKASHI HOSHIZAKI remembers the Marshalls making the best apple pies with puffed-up 

crusts. The Marshalls brought the pies – and ice cream – to their friends at the Santa Anita Assembly Center. 

They also brought chicken pot pies. 

Kiwi Burch added, “My grandparents were given power of attorney to protect property and bank assets of 

the Japanese Americans.” 

JOANN KAKIBA ASAO said between tears, “The Marshalls stored our trunk. After the war, my family 

would always show me the kimonos with their mon, their shamisen, and their Japanese dolls that had been 

saved.” 

Joann’s grandmother had been a seamstress and her aunts practiced Japanese dances. The Marshalls stored 

belongings for other Japanese Americans in their garage. 

ERIC LEWIS, Barbara Jean’s son, said, “More recently, I drove my mother up Route 395 to visit 

Manzanar. But my mother couldn’t even get out of the car. She just cried and cried to see how desolate the 

camp surroundings were.” 

The J-Flats moniker was actually adopted after World War II. JIM MATSUOKA explains, “In the 1940s, 

Mexican American gangs included First Street Flats and Fourth Flats — also known as Primera and Cuatro 

Flats.” The Boyle Heights’ Aliso Village projects — home of these gangs — was built on an earlier settlement 

of wooden shacks and makeshift shelters called Russian Flats. 

J-Flats was the territory of the Japanese American Black Juans gang. Boundaries were Melrose to Vermont 



to Hollywood Freeway to Virgil. Matsuoka continued, “Boys — usually of color — that didn’t do well at 

Belmont High were then sent to so-called ‘opportunity’ manual arts boys’ schools like Andrew Jackson High 

in Boyle Heights or Jacob Riis High on 69th Street. These schools were notorious for gang activity.” 

Today, the J-Flats community is adopting a new name of “Virgil Village” and more associated with 

avocado toast and gentrification. But hopefully, the community will always feel the seeds of warmth and 

neighborly love planted by the Albright-Marshall family so many years ago. 

(Facebook photo below of employees of Fujiya Market which was founded by Keijiro Hoshizaki in 1932.  

The market closed its doors in 2012. )   

Have a 
Safe and  
Hoppy 
Easter 

 

PAU 


