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OBITUARY OF HAROLD “HAL” SEISUKE NAKASONE 
https://obits.staradvertiser/com/2020/01/19/harold-hal-seisuke-nakasone-2/ 

 

HAROLD “HAL” SEISUKE NAKASONE, 99, of Honolulu, passed away on November 24, 2019.  Born 

in Wahiawa on May 23, 1920. He was employed by Schuman Carriage where he retired after 20+ years of 

service.  Harold was a member of the 100th Infantry Battalion in North Africa and Italy and then the 442nd 

Regimental Combat Team until the end of the war.  First Sergeant Nakasone served honorably in the Rome-

Arno;  North Apennines; Rhineland-Vosges;  Rhineland-Maritime Alps; and Po Valley Allied Offensive 

Campaigns.  He gallantly contributed to the liberation of eastern France to include the towns of Bruyeres and 

Belmont-Biffontaine.  He was also involved in the epic rescue of the Lost Battalion (Texas) in the Vosges 

Mountains.  He was preceded in death by his wife ALICE JUNKO NAKASONE and is survived by his 

daughter SHARON (JAMES) UPDIKE, sons CLENDON NAKASONE, SCOT NAKASONE, DEREK 

(LEA) NAKASONE, and LANCE NAKASONE, grandchildren:  KATHRYN UPDIKE, KRISTYN OKI, 

JUSTIN NAKASONE, LAURYN NAKASONE, LEAH NAKASONE, SCOT JR. NAKASONE, TASIA 

NAKASONE, NOAH NAKASONE, and great-grandchildren LEILANI UPDIKE and VERA UPDIKE, 

SETH EBISUGAWA, DAYTON OKI, CARISSA OKI and KEENAN OKI.  Visitation 3:00 pm;  Services 

4:00 pm, Saturday, January 25, 2020 at Hosoi Garden Mortuary.  Arrangements provided by Hosoi Garden 

Mortuary.   

 
OBITUARY FOR GEORGE SUSUMU TAKAMURA 

October 3, 1924  -  January 28, 2020 
www.nichibei.org/2020/02/obituary-george-susumu-takamura/ 

 

TAKAMURA, GEORGE SUSUMU, 95, was born in Honolulu, HI on October 3rd, 1924, and grew up in 

the Palolo Valley area of Oahu.  He proudly served during World War II with the 442nd Regimental Combat 

Team/100th Infantry Battalion, and sustained a battle related injury on the front lines in Italy  Although he was 

one of the youngest soldiers in his Battalion, Mr. Takamura was highly decorated, having received a Good 

Conduct Medal, the Asiatic-Pacific Services Medal, the EAME Medal, the World War II Victory Medal, and 

the Army of Occupation Medal.  

Upon being honorably discharged in January 1947, Mr. Takamura worked as a seaman for the American 

President’s Line.  He fondly spoke of his world travels, and in particular, his memorable adventures in Japan.  

He settled in San Francisco’s Japantown, where he eventually was forced to relocate due to urban 

redevelopment.  He resided in San Francisco’s Tenderloin district for the remainder of his years. 

Mr. Takamura passed away on January 28th, 2020 in his downtown apartment.  His ashes will be laid to 

rest at the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific in Honolulu, HI. 

// 

// 

// 



OBITUARY OF ROY HITOSHI SATO 
http://nikkeiwest.com/march-25-obit-misprint 

 

ROY HITOSHI SATO was born on October 31, 1925, in Stockton, California and passed away 

peacefully on February 18, 2020 in Sacramento.  During World War II, he and his family were interned at 

Jerome and Rohwer WRA Centers in Arkansas, and he proudly served in the U.S. Army with the 100th 

Infantry/442nd Regimental Combat Team.  He was a small business owner and operator of his own air 

conditioning and heating services for over 20 years. Roy was a dedicated member, officer, and leader of th 

VFW Nisei Post 8985, and a long time member of the 100th Infantry Battalion Veteran’s Club (Hawaii), 

Japanese American Citizens League, Sacramento Japanese Methodist Church, and many other organizations. 

Roy was awarded the Congressional Gold Medal and the 100th Infantry Battalion/442nd Regimental Combat 

Team Medal as well as many other medals and commendations.   

Roy is survived by his loving family, wife HANNAH KIYO;  sons KENNETH, MICHAEL (ALYCIA), 

DOUGLAS (BEVERLY), STANLEY (RUBY), and ROGER;  grandchildren ROBERT (AIKO), 

JENNIFER (JUSTIN), DENTON, SPENCER, MORGAN, MELISSA (SHAD), and ALYSON;  brother 

JOE (MARI); and numerous nieces and nephews.  Roy was preceded in death by sisters DORIS (GENE) 

OMI, MAY (DAVID) UNDURA, and SALLY (STEVE) NAKASHIMA.  Private services were held.   

 

“HONORING THE AMERICAN OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY MILITARY VETERAN 
AND THEIR PROUD LEGACY — ONE VETERAN AT A TIME"                                    

by Jeff Morita 
 

Southern France.   Echoing the recent recovery and repatriation of the late RUDY TOKIWA's 

(K.Co/442nd) World War II era dog tag (as reported in the Japanese American Veterans Association’s 

[JAVA] e-Advocate, October 26, 2019 issue), two additional dog tags of a 100th Infantry Battalion, and 

442nd Regimental Combat Team (RCT) veteran made their 75 year long journey back from the battlefields of 

the Rhineland-Maritime Alps Allied Offensive Campaign.  Private First Class (PFC) HIROSHI 

SAKAMOTO (Hq.Co/100th) and Technical Sergeant (T/Sgt) HARRY TADASHI SASAKI 

(G.Co/442nd) dog tags were repatriated to the respective veteran’s direct descendants in Hilo, Hawaii, and 

Southern California.  With the outreach of many caring JAVA members who volunteered their time and 

“sleuthing skills” to locate direct descendants, enabled the veteran’s World War II service to come full circle 

and keep their “Go for Broke” legacy alive for generations to come. 

Private First Class Hiroshi Sakamoto, formerly of Hilo, Hawaii,  was an “original” 100th Infantry 

Battalion (Separate) veteran inducted into the US Army on June 28, 1941 and before the December 7, 1941 

attack at Pearl Harbor.  Sakamoto was assigned to the Ammunition and Pioneer Platoon.  The World War II 

terminology “Pioneer” is synonymous with a current day infantry combat engineer or sapper.  Sakamoto’s dog 

tag, a 'first type' (December 1940 - November 1941), was recovered by ALFRED SIMONCINI near the 

French/Italian border in the small town of Monti, a district of Menton.  (Photo on top of Mr. Sakamoto’s 

recovered dog tag courtesy of Jeff Morita).   

From November 1944 thru March 1945, the 100th/442nd was heavily involved in the Rhineland-Maritime 

Alps Campaign before they were personally requested by GENERAL MARK WAYNE CLARK, 

Commander of the 15th Army Group and ordered back to Italy to specifically breakthrough the German 

Gothic Line and help bring World War II to an end (May 8, 1945 — VE-Day).   

For PFC Hiroshi Sakamoto’s honorable service he was awarded the following US military awards and 

decorations; Bronze Star Medal with one Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster (BOLC) (signifying a 2nd award), Purple 

Heart Medal, American Defense Service Medal, American Campaign Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Campaign 

Medal, European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal with one Silver and one Bronze Campaign Star 

(Naples-Foggia — Rome-Arno — Northern Apennines — [France] Rhineland-Vosges and Rhineland-

Maritime Alps — Po Valley Allied Offensive Campaigns), World War II Victory Medal, Distinguished 

Unit Badge (Presidential Unit Citation) with two BOLC (signifies a 3rd award), Combat Infantryman Badge, 



and Honorable Service Lapel Button-World War 

II.  Sakamoto passed away on October 1, 1968 and 

rests eternally at Hilo Veterans Cemetery, Hawaii.  The 

bottom photo is of Mr. Sakamoto’s proud adult 

children, from left to right, DARLENE FRAGAS, 

RAYLENE AGASA, GLENN SAKAMOTO 

(seated), CRAIG SAKAMOTO, and SHERYL 

KAWAMURA.  (Photograph is courtesy of the 

Sakamoto Family). 

Maritime Alps, France residents, Mr. Jean-MARIE 

TORRELLI, Alfred Simoncini, and DANIEL 

LONGOBARDI are French World War II historians 

and artifact collectors who continue to work closely 

with JAVA to help repatriate World War II 

100th/442nd veteran personal item(s) recovered in the Maritime Alps. Their mission is to return found artifacts 

to their descendants. As Torrelli remarked, "We can now send back what a small part of your family's fantastic 

history." These personal outreaches even many, many decades later deeply echoes the French People have 

never forgotten the bravery and sacrifices of the World War II 100th/442nd soldiers to  liberate France from 

oppression in World War II. 

 

EXCLUSIVE: U.S. AMBASSADOR TO SOUTH KOREA IS DISCUSSING PLANS TO 
RESIGN - SOURCES by Hyonhee Shin 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-southkorea-usa-ambassador-exclusive/exclusive-u-s-ambassador-to-south-
korea-is-discussing-plans-to-resign-sources-idUSKCN21R0EN  

 
SEOUL (Reuters) - U.S. Ambassador to South Korea HARRY HARRIS has said privately that he does 

not plan to stay on beyond the November U.S. presidential election, regardless of whether President 

DONALD TRUMP wins another term, five sources told Reuters.  

Harris, a 40-year veteran of the U.S. Navy who started in Seoul in 2018 after Trump appointed him, has 

expressed increasing frustration with the tensions and drama of his tenure, the sources said, all speaking on 

condition of anonymity because of the diplomatic sensitivity of the issue.  

“He’s been wanting to stay only until November rather than serving in the second term even if Trump wins 

it,” one source with direct knowledge of the issue said.  

A spokesman for the U.S. Embassy in Seoul did not directly address Harris’ plans, but said the ambassador 

“remains energized to continue to serve the United States.”  

“His commitment to strengthening the U.S.-ROK alliance through active engagement with government 

interlocutors, the wonderful people, and the independent media in the Republic of Korea remains ironclad,” 

the spokesman said.  

The U.S. State Department did not immediately respond to a request for comment.  

Harris’ predecessors each served about three years and generally enjoyed good personal rapport with South 

Koreans. But his time in Seoul has been marked by increasing acrimony between the two longtime allies.  

The U.S. ambassador has become the public face of what many South Koreans see as overbearing policies 

embraced by the Trump administration in the name of “America First.”  

Although polls show wide South Korean support for the alliance in general, people there have balked at 

Trump’s demands that Seoul pay billions of dollars more for a U.S. troop presence in the country.  

The military cost-sharing agreement lapsed in December, and the failure to strike a new deal has led to 

more than 4,000 South Korean workers being put on unpaid leave.  

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-southkorea-usa-ambassador-exclusive/exclusive-u-s-ambassador-to-south-korea-is-discussing-plans-to-resign-sources-idUSKCN21R0EN
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-southkorea-usa-ambassador-exclusive/exclusive-u-s-ambassador-to-south-korea-is-discussing-plans-to-resign-sources-idUSKCN21R0EN


In October a group of South Korean students climbed over a wall into the grounds of the ambassador’s 

residence in Seoul to protest against the U.S. troop presence in the country, sparking complaints from the State 

Department over lax security by South Korean police.  

In December protesters destroyed portraits of Harris during a demonstration outside the U.S. Embassy as 

they chanted “Harris out! We are not a U.S. colony! We are not an ATM machine!”  

Friction also developed over U.S. insistence that South Korea limit its engagement with North Korea until 

Trump had made progress in denuclearisation talks.  

And Seoul’s foreign ministry summoned Harris in August after U.S. officials expressed disappointment 

over its decision to end an intelligence-sharing pact with Japan.  

“He would’ve never imagined something like that, because both countries, as allies, would usually put on a 

nice face once you get out of the meeting room even if there’s a disagreement,” a second source said of Harris’ 

reaction to the foreign ministry’s public disclosure of the acrimonious meeting.  

Before being named ambassador, Harris was an admiral leading U.S. Navy’s Pacific Command.  

It is unclear whether Harris has already tendered his resignation, but as part of his retirement plans he has 

built a house in Colorado, three sources said.  

Besides the politics, Harris also was the target of racially charged acrimony over his Japanese heritage.  

Born in Japan to a Japanese mother and an American father, Harris faced increasingly personal attacks - 

even from high-level South Korean officials - as a simmering historic dispute between Seoul and Tokyo 

erupted again last year.  

Some South Koreans mocked Harris’ moustache by likening it to those worn by the Japanese colonial 

leaders who ruled Korea from 1910-45.  

Harris said in January that he was aware that his moustache had become “a point of some fascination here” 

but he was the American ambassador to Korea, “not the Japanese-American ambassador to Korea.”  

The first source said that Harris never complained about the pressures of the job, but that it had become 

clear some of the personal attention was weighing on him.  

“He wouldn’t openly say he’s stressed out or like ‘life is hard’ - he’s a four-star admiral and has been 

through a lot,” the source said.  

“But no one likes to deal with people who are ungrateful for your hard work, and throwing racist slurs isn’t 

the right way to treat an ally who has such deep ties and fondness for your country,” the source added.  

 

THE REAL DEAL ON THE FIRST JAPANESE COLONY IN THE U.S.                                 
by Naomi Hirahara 

https://www.nichibei.org/2020/01/the-real-deal-on-the-first-japanese-colony-in-the-u-s/  
 

“The Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony Farm and the Creation of Japanese American” by DANIEL A. 

MÉTRAUX (Lanham, Md.: Rowman & LIttlefield, 2019, 158 pp., $85, hardcover)  

There are books that I feel all members of the Japanese American community should have in their personal 

library: MICHI NISHIURA WEGLYN’s “Years of Infamy: The Untold Story of America’s Concentration 

Camps,” YUJI ICHIOKA’s “Issei,” JOHN OKADA’s “No-No Boy,” HISAYE YAMAMOTO DESOTO’s 

“Seventeen Syllables and Other Stories,” LOIS-ANN YAMANAKA’s “Wild Meat and the Bully Burgers,” 

and any book written by YOSHIKO UCHIDA or TOSHIO MORI.  

I’d recommend that people also add “The Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony Farm and the Creation of 

Japanese America” to their libraries. Written by Daniel A. Métraux, a professor emeritus and adjunct professor 

of Asian studies at Mary Baldwin University. The academic book is a carefully researched work that 

eliminates any romantic notions about the first Japanese agricultural colony in mainland United States, which 

was established in Gold Hill, California, in 1869.  

https://www.nichibei.org/2020/01/the-real-deal-on-the-first-japanese-colony-in-the-u-s/


Métraux’s nonfiction account is neither fanciful as Yoshiko Uchida’s 

imaginative middle-grade novel, “Samurai of Gold Hill,” nor empathetic as 

Japanese-language accounts of Okei, the 19-year-old “Japanese girl” whose 

recreated gravestone marks the colony site. Okei is believed to have died shortly 

after being abandoned in the U.S. after the colonists dispersed. While much of 

the ill-fated colony’s history still remains a mystery, Métraux is able to present 

select facts about the colonists that defy common knowledge about the Issei. 

 For example, the colonists came to California under the leadership of a 

Prussian arms dealer, JOHN HENRY SCHNELL. They originated from the 

north, Fukushima Prefecture. While their need to escape the Aizu-Wakamatsu 

area was due to the Meiji imperial takeover of the samurai, most who came 

over, Métraux explains, were probably farmers and carpenters — not samurai 

warriors. I was very interested to see that quite a few of the colonists were 

women and also children.  

 While much has been made of Okei being the first person of Japanese 

descent to have died in the continental U.S., what I found even more fascinating 

was the birth of Schnell’s daughter to his Japanese wife, JOU, during their time 

in California. Thus the first person of Japanese descent to be born on the mainland soil could have been a 

mixed-race girl. And while the colony only lasted two years due to the unsuccessful cultivation of tea plants 

and mulberry trees, necessary food for silkworms, at least two other members besides Okei remained in 

California: KUNINOSUKE MASUMIZU, who eventually married a woman of African and Native American 

ancestry, and MATSUNOSUKE SAKURAI and his wife, who would go on to have three children.  

Métraux synthesizes the travails of the colony in overlapping chapters. Early ones provide the Japanese 

political context while later ones examine agricultural challenges that the colony faced. Information comes 

from newspaper articles and other academic work.  

Perhaps the biggest takeaway from reading Métraux’s work is that we can’t make broad generalizations of 

Japanese immigrant pioneers. As researchers dig deeper, we may discover surprises that challenge how we 

view ourselves and even our larger ethnic community.  
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