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SUMMER GREETINGS by Brian Shiroyama 

Friends and Family of Nisei Veterans Newsletter, June 2020 
 

Hello, everyone!  We sincerely hope to find you well. 

It has been a very challenging year for all of us.  We were fortunate to be able to kick off this year with the 

annual membership meeting in February.  MIKE IZUMI and BRIAN YAMAMOTO allowed us to join and 

enjoy the 75th anniversary trip to Bruyeres and to the Lost Battalion site as well as other memorable areas in 

France through a video presentation.  Proud and smiling LAWSON SAKAI was everywhere accompanied by 

friends and family members and surrounded by appreciative French hosts. 

Then the COVID-19 crisis hit.  Unfortunately, our annual memorial service on Armed Forces Day in 

Roberts Park, Oakland Hills, CA, had to be cancelled, but I was able to honor our veterans by placing a small 

memorial at the usual site underneath the redwood tree planted by our members. 

FFNV’s premiere Nisei Veterans’ Exhibit aboard the USS Hornet Aircraft Carrier Museum shut its doors 

when the entire ship had to be closed for coronavirus concerns.   

cancellation of our major event of the year  - the reunion.  Even though Las Vegas is now open, health and 

safety requirements we must meet are beyond what we can tolerate and overcome.  Just limiting the number 

of attendees in the hospitality room to satisfy “social distancing” rules alone will not work for us.  In addition, 

limiting to four to a table (instead of 10) at our banquets is unthinkable.  And that does not even take into 

consideration the absence of buffets, four to an elevator, longer wait times in all the restaurants and fewer 

numbers allowed at the gambling tables.  

We sincerely hope that we can return to our wonderful reunion in 2021. 

In the meantime, please take great care of yourself.  It will be so nice to see all of you in Las Vegas  -  or 

anywhere soon. 

Sincerely, Brian Shiroyama.   

 

CAUGHT ON CAMERA:  WOMAN TARGETED BY RACIST RANT AT PARK IN 
TORRANCE by Mary Beth McDade 

https://ktla.com/news/local-news/caught-on-camera-woman-targeted-by-racist-rant-at-park-in-torrance/?
utm_campaign=trueAnthem%3A%20Trending%

20Content&utm_medium=trueAnthem&utm_source=facebook&fbclid=IwAR1a4LPtdCyZsm17oeQXyy-
C7hY8BQNZlfeS1XXKxBbCqvX_iBTH9M8WwdE  

 

A young woman said she was working out at a park in Torrance when a woman became enraged and 

unleashed a racist tirade. 

The woman captured on cellphone video can be seen screaming profanities at the young woman, accusing 

her of blocking a set of stairs at Charles H. Wilson Park, and threatening to have her family beat up the young 

https://ktla.com/news/local-news/caught-on-camera-woman-targeted-by-racist-rant-at-park-in-torrance/?utm_campaign=trueAnthem%3A%20Trending%20Content&utm_medium=trueAnthem&utm_source=facebook&fbclid=IwAR1a4LPtdCyZsm17oeQXyy-C7hY8BQNZlfeS1XXKxBbCqvX_iBTH9M8WwdE
https://ktla.com/news/local-news/caught-on-camera-woman-targeted-by-racist-rant-at-park-in-torrance/?utm_campaign=trueAnthem%3A%20Trending%20Content&utm_medium=trueAnthem&utm_source=facebook&fbclid=IwAR1a4LPtdCyZsm17oeQXyy-C7hY8BQNZlfeS1XXKxBbCqvX_iBTH9M8WwdE
https://ktla.com/news/local-news/caught-on-camera-woman-targeted-by-racist-rant-at-park-in-torrance/?utm_campaign=trueAnthem%3A%20Trending%20Content&utm_medium=trueAnthem&utm_source=facebook&fbclid=IwAR1a4LPtdCyZsm17oeQXyy-C7hY8BQNZlfeS1XXKxBbCqvX_iBTH9M8WwdE
https://ktla.com/news/local-news/caught-on-camera-woman-targeted-by-racist-rant-at-park-in-torrance/?utm_campaign=trueAnthem%3A%20Trending%20Content&utm_medium=trueAnthem&utm_source=facebook&fbclid=IwAR1a4LPtdCyZsm17oeQXyy-C7hY8BQNZlfeS1XXKxBbCqvX_iBTH9M8WwdE


woman who was exercising. 

The rant quickly turns racial. 

“Go back to whatever (expletive) Asian country you belong in,” the woman is heard shouting.  “This is not 

your place.  This is not your home. We do not want you here.” 

The shouting woman noticed she was being recorded. 

“You put that on Facebook.  I hope you do, because every (expletive) person will beat the crap out of you 

from here on out,” the woman is heard saying. 

The young woman said she could not believe what she was hearing. 

II was in shock, I was like, ‘I don’t even know how to respond to this.  Is this really happening to 

me?’” se said. 

The young woman who was the victim of the tirade, who asked that her name be withheld, said the 

encounter left her shaken and afraid to return to the park.  She added that she doesn’t understand how the 

woman could have so much hate. 

Torrance Police Department officials said the incident was under investigation. 

Submitted by DAVID WATANABE 

 
MORE COME FORWARD SAYING WOMAN IN RACIST RANT VIDEO IN 

TORRANCE TARGETED THEM TOO by Hetty Chang and Heather Navarro 
https://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/more-videos-torrance-racist-wilson-park/2379489/  

 

"Nobody should hear those kinds of words, especially my son,” a father who was verbally attacked 

in a video told NBCLA. 

More people with videos and photos have come forward Thursday after recognizing a woman seen in 

a viral video berating a young woman working out on the stairs at Wilson Park in Torrance, California, telling 

the woman to "go back to whatever ... Asian country she belongs in." 

A 42-year-old Torrance father, who identifies as Asian-American and wished to remain anonymous for 

fear of his family's safety, shared a video with NBCLA showing who he says is the same woman seen in the 

other viral video. She is seen yelling at him, while the father's 11-year-old son sat inside their car, and could 

hear everything. 

Torrance police later held a news conference and identified the woman in all videos as LENA 

HERNANDEZ, 54, a Long Beach resident. A case was being presented to the city attorney to determine if she 

could be charged with a crime. 

Torrance Police Chief EVE IRVINE said police have been trying to track Hernandez down, but have not 

yet found her. Irvine also said Hernandez has no ties to law enforcement, as some have said on social media. 

Irvine also asked anyone else who may be targeted to call police at 310-328-3456. 

In the video, Hernandez can be heard saying, "You know how many people can’t stand you being here? 

We don’t play games ... I play games where you get ****** to death." 

"Yesterday was one of those days just like every day — I parked my car in the shade and walk my kids," 

he said. 

In the video, which the father says occurred the same day as the original racist rant, the woman begins 

yelling at him in the Wilson Park parking lot. 

"Nobody should hear those kinds of words, especially my son,” he told NBCLA in an interview. 

In the original video posted Wednesday on SAMANTHA BAKER's Facebook page with permission from 

her friend featured in the video, the victim is seen exercising on stairs at Wilson Park. She had set up her 

camera to record as a standard practice for recording her exercising, her friend explained. An older woman is 

seen walking past her up the stairs, and the younger woman pauses at the edge of the stairs before continuing 

https://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/more-videos-torrance-racist-wilson-park/2379489/
https://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/wilson-park-torrance-racist-workout-staircase/2378945/


her toe-taps across. After the older woman brushes past her, the younger woman identified on Facebook as 

SHERRY BERRY says "Jesus." That's when the older woman begins telling Berry, "go back where she came 

from" and "get out of this world." 

"Next time if you ever talk to me like that, you're going to get your ass kicked by my family," the older 

woman says in the video. 

The original video has drawn comments from the Mayor of Torrance. The Torrance Police Department was 

also investigating after being shared so widely across social platforms. 

"Public safety is a high priority in the City of Torrance.  And, all visitors to our open spaces should always 

feel safe and free to exercise while practicing social distancing without conflict. Conduct like that displayed on 

the video cannot be tolerated," Mayor Patrick J. Furey said in an email. 

NBCLA reached out to the victim, who said she was overwhelmed and looking into hiring an attorney. 

After that video began circulating, KAYCEELYN SALMINAO said she couldn't believe it. 

“I was like, oh my goodness! I literally jumped up. And I’m like, this is the woman,” Salminao said. 

Salminao said she immediately recognized the older woman because she alleges she was assaulted by her 

last year at Del Amo mall.  Salminao said she never heard back from Torrance police after she reported the 

incident. 

"It's been since October and this woman is still on the streets, harassing other humans?" Salminao said. 

Torrance’s mayor also told NBCLA Thursday night conduct like this cannot be tolerated, and that police 

are investigating.  

The Torrance father featured in the second video in Wilson Park's parking lot said he too filed a police 

report, but was told by police there was not a direct threat. 

"I want to make sure people in this country learn that attacking minors with racial slurs is a crime. Nobody 

should hear these words, today or ever," the father said. 

Torrance police was investigating to determine if a crime had been committed in the original video. 

By Friday, model CHRISSY TEIGEN had even tweeted about it. 

By Thursday evening, Sherry provided the following statement: 

"First, I would like to thank everyone for the outpour of support regarding the incident that occurred to me 

in the morning hours of June 10, 2020, in Wilson Park, Torrance, California. I never imagined that my story 

would reach so many people, and I am happy to know that it may shed some light on the work that needs to be 

done in this country. As a Filipino American, I believe that all people of color should be treated with humanity, 

dignity, and respect. I stand in solidarity with all oppressed people who face discrimination and violence just 

because of their ethnicity, nationality, gender, gender non-conformity, and sexual orientation. I hope my 

experience lends itself to the fight for justice and equality. 

At this time, I respectfully ask that all news media and business organizations respect my wishes for 

privacy for myself, my family, and my friends regarding statements and interviews. As this case moves 

forward, I will update you all through social media. If there are any further questions please reach out to my 

two friends Samantha Baker (on Facebook) and RACHEL (Twitter)." 

Torrance police confirmed at a Friday news conference that Hernandez was the woman seen in all three 

photos and videos. 

 

// 

 

// 

 

https://twitter.com/chrissyteigen/status/1271160458137894912
https://www.facebook.com/SamiWami3
https://twitter.com/rmtennell


WOMAN WHO WENT ON RACIST TIRADE AGAINST PINAY EXERCISING AT 
TORRANCE PARK IS FOUND BUT NOT ARRESTED by the Asian Journal Press 
https://www.asianjournal.com/usa/southerncalifornia/woman-who-went-on-racist-tirade-against-pinay-exercising-at-

torrance-park-is-found-but-not-arrested/  
 

A Long Beach, California 

woman who was caught on 

video twice last week hurling 

anti-Asian sentiments toward 

two individuals, including a 

Filipina American in one 

instance, was located by 

Torrance authorities but has 

not been arrested. 

LENA HERNANDEZ, 

56, was found by Torrance 

Police Department detectives 

and members of its Specialized 

Crisis Intervention Team at a 

park in San Pedro on 

Wednesday, June 17. She was 

interviewed about the three incidents linked to her. 

The incidents include: berating a Fil-Am woman named Sherry who was exercising at Wilson Park in 

Torrance; using racist language toward an Asian American man at the parking lot of the same park; and 

allegedly physically attacking another Pinay woman named KAYCEELYN SALMINAO inside a restroom at 

the Del Amo Fashion Center last October. The two most recent ones were caught on video, which have both 

gone viral. 

Despite locating Hernandez, police did not make an arrest because the three incidents are considered 

“misdemeanor crimes,” police said. 

“Based on the fact all three incidents are misdemeanor crimes and did not occur in the presence of an 

officer, Hernandez was not arrested at the time of the interview,” the department said in a release on 

Wednesday. “The details of the interview will be submitted to the City of Torrance Prosecutors office.” 

In a viral video posted on social media last week on Wednesday, June 10, a Fil-Am woman who is only 

identified as Sherry, is seen exercising at Wilson Park when Hernandez confronts her for taking up room on 

the steps. 

The interaction escalates as Hernandez unleashes more expletives and a racist rant. 

“Get the (expletive) out of this world…Get the f*** out of this state. Go back to whatever (expletive) 

Asian country you belong in,” she shouts. “This is not your place. This is not your home. We do not want you 

here.” 

In a separate video from that same morning, an Asian American man who was at the park’s parking lot 

with his son was also subjected to Hernandez’s tirade. 

 “You are going to go to real jail now,” she said, using a mock Asian accent. “You understand me, China 

man?” 

Salminao previously told the Asian Journal that Hernandez attacked her inside the restroom of the 

Torrance mall in October 2019, but nothing happened after she filed a police report. 

“Then seeing the other video made me even more angry. This woman is still out here in our community, 

harassing other people,” Salminao told the Asian Journal. 

https://www.asianjournal.com/usa/southerncalifornia/woman-who-went-on-racist-tirade-against-pinay-exercising-at-torrance-park-is-found-but-not-arrested/
https://www.asianjournal.com/usa/southerncalifornia/woman-who-went-on-racist-tirade-against-pinay-exercising-at-torrance-park-is-found-but-not-arrested/
https://www.asianjournal.com/usa/southerncalifornia/woman-who-went-on-racist-tirade-against-pinay-exercising-at-torrance-park-is-found-but-not-arrested/
https://www.asianjournal.com/usa/southerncalifornia/woman-who-went-on-racist-tirade-against-pinay-exercising-at-torrance-park-is-found-but-not-arrested/
https://www.asianjournal.com/usa/southerncalifornia/filipina-american-in-socal-targeted-in-racist-tirade-while-exercising-told-to-return-to-whatever-asian-country/
https://www.asianjournal.com/usa/southerncalifornia/filipina-american-in-socal-targeted-in-racist-tirade-while-exercising-told-to-return-to-whatever-asian-country/


She has since given the police department another statement in light of the latest events involving 

Hernandez and is still seeking to press charges. 

Anyone with additional information about the aforementioned cases is asked to call Torrance police at 

(310) 328-3456. 

 

NINE JAPANESE NATIONALS WERE SERVING ON THE USS MAINE WHEN IT 
WAS DESTROYED.  TWO SURVIVED, SEVEN PERISHED  

 by the JAVA Research Team (JRT) 
 

At 9:40 PM on February 15, 1898, five tons of powder charges exploded in the forward section of the 

battleship USS Maine as she lay at anchor in the harbor of Havana, Cuba.  The explosion obliterated that part 

of the ship where the enlisted crew had their quarters and were retiring for the night.  Of the 355-member 

crew (26 officers, 290 enlisted seamen and 39 Marines), 261 men died or were declared missing and 

presumed dead.  Ninety-four men survived and, of this number, 16 

were not injured.  Though largely American, the crew also included 

citizens of Canada, Great Britain, Russia, Japan, China, and the 

Philippines. 

Of the USS Maine’s 261 known or missing/presumed dead, 231 

have gravesites at Arlington National Cemetery and 27 at the USS 

Maine Plot in the Key West, Florida, City Cemetery.  The remains of 

three men were returned to their families.  The identities of 63 men 

interred in Arlington National Cemetery are known and 168 gravesites 

are dedicated to those whose bodies were never found and who were 

declared missing/presumed dead.  The USS Maine Plot, dedicated on 

December 11, 1898, and administered by the City of Key West and the 

U.S. Navy, contains nine gravesites of identified crewmen and 18 

dedicated to those missing/presumed dead.  

Nine Japanese nationals were serving as U.S. Navy seamen aboard 

the USS Maine when it was destroyed.  One had completed 14 years 

of sea duty; three had completed their first three-year enlistments and 

were on their second three-year enlistments; and five were in their first 

three-year enlistment. Two of the nine men survived; one was 

wounded, the other uninjured.  KASHITARA SUZUKI’s body was 

recovered from the Maine on March 24, 1898, one week before 

recovery activity stopped with 75 bodies still in the vessel.  His 

tombstone (Figure 1 at top right) is at Spot 47 in the USS Maine Plot 

of the Key West City Cemetery.  It is likely that the unidentified 

remains of the six Japanese seamen declared missing/presumed dead 

are also interred in the City Cemetery.  In Key West their graves are 

marked by individual tombstones bearing the inscription, “One 

Unknown.  U.S. Battleship Maine.  Killed in Havana Harbor, February 

15, 1898,” (Figure 2 at bottom right).  It is not known how many of 

the Asian nationals risked their lives to gain U.S. citizenship that was 

not otherwise possible as the U.S. Naturalization Act of 1790 

prohibited Asians from becoming U.S. citizens.  

Key West residents honored the USS Maine casualties by erecting 

a statue in the Maine section of City Cemetery of an American sailor 

dressed in Spanish American War period uniform, (Figure 3 on top 

right of next page).  The well-groomed cemetery is a testimony to the 



dignity and respect accorded to 

deceased seaman, U.S. and foreign, 

irrespective of race, nationality and 

rank, and whether the burial occurred 

one year ago or over a hundred years 

ago.  

The seven Japanese seamen who 

lost their lives on the USS Maine are 

also honored at various other 

locations.  Their names are inscribed 

at the base of the USS Maine Mast 

Memorial (Figure 4 on bottom right) 

and the six missing are also listed at 

the Tomb of the Unknown, both 

located at Arlington National 

Cemetery.  Their names are also inscribed on the Heroes Wall of the 

Japanese American National War Memorial Court (JANWMC) located 

in Japan Town, Los Angeles.  The JANWMC, constructed by southern 

California Nisei veterans, is the only location in the United States 

where ethnic Japanese killed in all wars, from the Spanish American 

War to the current Gulf Wars, are memorialized.  During a ceremony at 

the JANWMC on June 15, 2009, after paying his respects to the 

Japanese Americans and Japanese nationals killed in wars and whose 

names are etched on the granite wall, Japan Ambassador Ichiro Fujisaki 

said he was deeply touched by the powerful cultural message conveyed 

by the inclusion of Japanese nationals in the Memorial Court.   

Two Japanese nationals survived the Maine explosion: 

KATSUSABURO KUSHIDA, one of only 16 USS Maine crew who 

were uninjured, and FUSANOIN AWO, who was 

wounded.   According to U.S. Navy records at the National Personnel 

Records Center (NPRC), St. Louis, Missouri, Kushida was born in 

Hiroshima City on March 3, 1873.  He enlisted in the U.S. Navy on 

April 4, 1894, and gave his father, JOSKO KUSHIDA, as his next of 

kin. He completed his three-year enlistment on April 5, 1897 and 

reenlisted on May 4, 1897 for another three years.  He was in the ninth 

month of his second three-year enlistment when the USS Maine was 

destroyed.  He was then reassigned to the USS Vermont as a warrant officers’ cook and subsequently 

promoted to wardroom steward on the USS Mayflower. Foreign nationals serving as U.S. seamen were bound 

by the same administrative, medical, and security requirements as the U.S. seamen.  During his four years in 

the U.S. Navy, Kushida’s job performance and conduct were evaluated as “Very Good” and his health was 

evaluated consistently as “excellent.”  His pay was $37 per month.    

A letter from the Secretary of the U.S. Navy to the U.S. Secretary of State, dated May 12, 1898, lists 

personal items found in the USS Maine for Katsusaburo Kushida and ISA SUGISAKI, one of the men who 

was killed.  The letter asked if the U.S. State Department “would ascertain if the Japanese Legation will 

receive these articles for distribution to the proper heirs." The personal items included banking information, 

gold coins, cash, silver items, letters in Japanese.  Kushida was still serving in the Navy when the letter was 

sent but he left on October 10, 1898.  He may have resided for a time in Boston, Massachusetts, where on 

June 9, 1904, someone with a similar name signed a petition before the clerk of the Boston District Court to 

become a U.S. citizen.  The match is not perfect.  For example, the handwritten name on the affidavit could be 

read as “Katsusa Kashida” or “Katsusa Kushida.”  Also, the date of birth Kushida gave the court is May 1, 



1877, however, the U.S. Navy records said his date of birth is March 3, 1873.   Additionally, Kushida’s date 

of arrival in Seattle, Washington, is recorded as November 21, 1899, while the U.S. Navy documents state he 

enlisted on April 4, 1894, perhaps while a U.S. vessel was calling at a foreign port.  Nonetheless, the 

similarity of the names, the place of birth as Hiroshima City, and his occupation as “Officers Steward” 

together with the known vagaries of spellings and dates in such documents suggest that the applicant may 

have been Katsusaburo Kushida from the USS Maine.  Unfortunately, except for this legal petition for U.S. 

citizenship, no other U.S. public record has been found for Kushida.  Additional research is underway to 

determine his activities following his service in the U.S. Navy.  

Following his naval service, Awo apparently settled at 110 Bower Street in Boston, Massachusetts.  On 

November 26, 1903 he married MARY GOODRICH in that city.  His occupation at the time was club 

house keeper.  Nine years later, on November 3, 1912, listing himself as a widower and an auctioneer and 

merchant, Awo married MARY A. BOWEN, also of Boston.  In 1914 he and his wife moved to 

Jacksonville, Florida where they resided at 529 West Church, listing his occupation as a chef.  Subsequently, 

Awo visited Japan and returned to Seattle, Washington, aboard the Manila Maru on October 17, 1916.  The 

vessel’s manifest listed his nationality as Japanese, and his destination as Tacoma, Washington.  

The seven Japanese nationals who perished when the USS Maine was destroyed are:  

KASHITARA SUZUKI of Hachioji, Tokyo, a mess attendant whose body was recovered, enlisted in 

New York on January 8, 1895 for three years.  In early 1898 he reenlisted for a second three-year stint, but 

was killed shortly after.  Suzuki’s tombstone is shown in Figure 1. 

SUKE CHINGI of Kagoshima Prefecture, a mess attendant, enlisted on September 26, 1895 in New 

York for three years.  He had six months of naval duty prior to his assignment on the USS Maine shortly 

after it was commissioned.  Missing/presumed dead  

OTOGIRO ISHIDA of Yokohama, Kanagawa Prefecture, a steerage cook, enlisted on September 25, 

1895 in New York for three years. He had one year of naval experience prior to his assignment on the 

USS Maine.  Missing/presumed dead.  

YUKICHI KITAGATA of Kobe, Hyogo Prefecture, a warrant officers cook, enlisted on August 12, 

1896 at Norfolk, Virginia, for three years.  Missing/presumed dead.  

TOMEKICHI NAGAMINE, a mess attendant, enlisted in New York for three years on December 10, 

1896. Missing/presumed dead.  

MAS OHYE of Wakayama Prefecture, a mess attendant, enlisted in New York on September 21, 1895, 

for three years.  Missing/presumed dead.  

Isa Sugisaki of Odawara, Kanagawa Prefecture, a wardroom steward, enlisted in New York for three 

years on September 16, 1895.  Declared Missing/presumed dead.  On July 11, 1898, WAKICHI 

NISHIMIYA of 227 W 25th, New York City, reported that Sugisaki had died in the US without relatives 

and filed a petition at Kings County Surrogate’s Court to settle his estate.  

Sugisaki had served in the U.S. Navy since 1885, making him the first ethnic Japanese to serve in the 

U.S. military.  He was recognized in New York's FRANK LESLIE's Illustrated Newspaper, April 28, 

1898.  The article said "he was only a [U.S. Navy] steward, but Isa Sugisaki, who died on the ill-fated Maine, 

will long be remembered by his grateful countrymen.  Some years ago out of his hard-earned savings he 

established a home and clubhouse at 164 Sands Street, Brooklyn, for Japanese who were out of 

employment.  It was named the Sugisaki Club in his honor, and is now in a very flourishing and prosperous 

condition.  At least a dozen Japanese societies have their headquarters at the “Sugisaki.”  The most prominent 

organization which meets there is the “Dai Nippon Jin,” or the Great Japanese Society.  It is primarily a 

mutual-benefit society, and was founded for the purpose of helping young men.  It meets twice a 

year.  Another society which meets at the “Sugisaki” is the “Shio bu Kai,” which means literary and social 

club.  At its meetings Japanese literature, history and current events are debated and discussed.  A fencing 

gymnasium which was recently established in the backyard is open to the members of the various clubs.  It 

consists of an open pavilion profusely decorated with Japanese lanterns."  A photo of Sugisaki appeared with 



the article, (Figure 5 on the right).  

Referring to the Issei on the USS Maine in 1898, retired Army historian DR. 

JAMES MCNAUGHTON, author of Nisei Linguists: Japanese Americans in the 

Military Intelligence Service During WW II, commented: "When thousands of Nisei 

joined the U.S. Army in World War II, few of them knew that they followed in the 

footsteps of some ancestors that history nearly forgot.  In the nineteenth century, 

many Japanese men signed up to serve on U.S. Navy warships, often as cooks or 

mess attendants.  When the USS Maine exploded, seven men tragically became the 

first known persons of Japanese origin to die under the flag of the United 

States.  These men may be silent in the historical record, but are not 

forgotten.  Over time their footsteps were but the first of many on the long path of 

proud service in the armed forces of the United States that continues to this day."  

JRT Comment.  As Dr. McNaughton noted, Japanese nationals also served on other U.S. war ships. One 

such person is a Nisei, NOBUTERU HARRY SUMIDA, born in New York City in 1872 of a Japanese father 

and Caucasian mother.  He enlisted in 1891 and served as a gunner on the USS Indiana in the Battle of 

Santiago, Cuba, where he received a shrapnel wound in his right leg.  During WW II he was forcibly interned 

at the Manzanar internment camp.  During the early phase of our research we could not find any published 

data on the nine Japanese nationals.  The JAVA Research Team hopes this article sparks an interest in a 

researcher, probably collaborating with a Japanese scholar, to write a more comprehensive paper. While the 

content and presentation is ours, our appreciation for collecting and assisting in the various phases of our 

research is gratefully extended to DEAN DEROSA, Arlington National Cemetery; RUSSELL BRITTAIN, 

City Cemetery, Key West; Ambassador (Admiral, USN Retired) HARRY HARRIS, JAVA Member; RADM 

SAMUEL COX, USN Retired, and MARK MOLLAN, Naval History and Heritage Command; ELLEN 

NAKASHIMA, JAVA member; THERESA FITZGERALD and DAVID HARDIN, National Personnel 

Records Center; ADEBO ADETONO, NARA; WILLIAM ELSBURY, Library of Congress; ERIKA 

MORITSUGU, Esq, JAVA member; US Senator TAMMY DUCKWORTH and BENJAMIN 

RHODESIDE; DOUGLAS HAYNES, US Census Bureau; JOHN TOBE, JAVA Member; EDSON MORI; 

DR. THOMAS AND CATHERINE YOSHIKAWA (financial);  JEFFREY AND YOKO MORITA, JRT 

researchers; and DR. JAMES MCILWAIN, Professor Emeritus, Neuroscience, Brown University, JRT 

editor. 

Submitted by TERRY SHIMA 

 

TADAIMA!  A VIRTUAL COMMUNITY PILGRIMAGE 
Information from the Japanese American Memorial Pilgrimages website 

 https://www.jampilgrimages.com/  
 

Although the Virtual Pilgrimage is free and open to the public, in order to participate and access all 

content, you must register with JAMP at their website at https://www.jampilgrimages.com/

virtualpilgrimageregistration. 

The weekly themes and dates are as follows: 

 Week One:  Immigration and Settlement (June 14 to June 20) 

 Week Two:  Pre-war and Forced Removal (June 21 to June 27) 

 Week Three:  Sites of Incarceration (June 28 to July 4) 

 Week Four:  A Question of Loyalty (July 5 to July 11) 

 Week Five:  What is Citizenship?  (July 12 to July 18) 

 Week Six:  Resettlement (July 19 to July 25) 

 Week Seven:  Nikkei Incarceration Abroad (July 26 to August 1)  

https://www.jampilgrimages.com/
https://www.jampilgrimages.com/virtualpilgrimageregistration
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Week Eight:  End of War to Redress (August 2 to August 8) 

Week Nine:  Reconciliation and Identity (August 9 to August 15) 

An Opening Ceremony was held on June 13 and featured the documentaries “Manzanar” and 

“Pilgrimage”. If you watch the recording of the ceremony which was hosted by DAVID ONO and actress 

TAMLYN TOMITA, make sure you stay tuned until the end as ERIN AOYAMA (formerly with No-No 

Boy and a 442nd granddaughter) performs an ukulele duet with a real life No-No boy.  

A Closing Ceremony will be held on August 16. 

THE TADAIMA COMMUNITY ARCHIVE by Erin Aoyama and the Tadaima! Team 
https://www.jampilgrimages.com/community-archive  

 

You can also become a part of the Virtual Pilgrimage by submitting items to the Tadaima Community 

Archive which is a space to share photos, stories, artifacts, and memories from your family, your community, 

and your own life.  

We envision this archive as a place to tell stories from our Nikkei community alongside and in 

conversation with Pilgrimage programming. What memories do you have of learning about “camp” from 

growing up? Is there a photograph or object in your home that brings you back to a specific time with or 

memory about your family? What does “Pilgrimage” mean to you? What stories or memories were you 

reminded of from this week’s themed programming?  

A few guidelines for your submission, in the form of questions for you to answer:  

What? If submitting a photo, an object, a video, etc., please explain what it is/what we are looking at. 

Who? Who is in this photo? Who is connected to this object? How do you figure into this story? 

Where? Where did this image or story take place? Where does this story or memory come from?  

How? How did you find this photo, artifact, memory?  

How do you know what you know about this story, photo, artifact, etc.?  

Do you have questions about this memory or this photo, this artifact, this story? 

This is also a space where you can share your responses to the prompts provided by Brynn Saito for the 

“Dear –” project.  Brynn’s prompts will be posted on Thursday each week and, if you’d like to share your 

responses with the community and with Brynn, please submit them to the archive. 

Responding to one of Brynn’s prompts, telling your story and/or the story behind the image, artifact, or 

memory you are archiving can take any form that feels right to you—prose, poetry, a photo essay, a letter, a 

video, a song, to name just a few examples.  

As a reminder, this Community Archive is a public undertaking—by the public and for the public. Please 

ensure that you have permission to share any and all images and stories.  Please reach out with any questions 

or concerns.  

Community Archive entries should be emailed to jampilgrimages@gmail.com. They will be posted in the 

archive within 48 hours of being received.  

We are so looking  forward to building this Community Archive—and telling our stories—together.  

With gratitude. 

“DEAR —” PROMPTS FROM BRYNN SAITO  

#DearAncestors 

Week 1: Immigration & Arrival Histories 

Prompt: Conjuring Ancestors. Imagine your elders or ancestors arriving to the United States. Picture a 

specific person in your family lineage (this person could be you) encountering America for the first time. 

Write a letter to that person; wonder about them; ask them everything you’ve never asked before; tell them 

https://www.jampilgrimages.com/community-archive
mailto:jampilgrimages@gmail.com


about you, your life. 

Week 2: Prewar & Forced Removal 

Prompt: Re-grounding in Breath, Body & Place. When we turn toward history, we confront the racist 

images and narratives that propelled official policies and acts of state violence. Some of us are experiencing 

anti-Asian racism in the midst of this global pandemic. Many of us are reckoning with the racist propaganda, 

symbols, and narratives that have led to the oppression of African Americans and other people of color in the 

U.S. To counter these messages, write a poem that begins with “I come from…” Describe and list the 

people, communities, and/or places and landscapes that have made your life possible. Be specific; use all of 

your senses. Re-ground yourself in the many circles of life surrounding you, lifting you, bringing you breath 

and strength. 

TADAIMA!  ONLINE FILM FESTIVAL CURATOR STATEMENT   

by Rob Buscher ,  Fi lm Programmer                       
https://www.jampilgrimages.com/film-festival  

 

As a film programmer, I have spent the past decade of my career working on film festivals that have 

specialized in Japanese Cinema and the Asian American and Pacific Islander experiences on screen. While 

this has presented opportunities to delve into the Japanese American experience on occasion, working with 

Tadaima! Virtual Pilgrimage is the first time that I have been able to devote an entire festival program to the 

exploration of Japanese American issues and identity. As a biracial Yonsei, this is the most personal slate of 

films I have ever had the privilege of curating, and I am thrilled to share these titles with an international 

audience of Nikkei and our allies over the course of the next nine weeks. 

Each of the weekly film programs adhere to the general themes of the virtual pilgrimage and are 

designed to complement the many other programs being offered online. There are also several key themes 

that weave throughout all nine weeks such as reclamation of Japanese cultural identity, overcoming 

intergenerational trauma, and envisioning a more inclusive and sustainable future as a community. In 

selecting these films, I have endeavored to show the variety and nuance within the so-called “camp genre” of 

Japanese American cinema. I have also expanded the scope of this project to include works by Nikkei 

filmmakers whose topics express solidarity with other marginalized communities, and other general history 

topics within the AAPI movement from the Japanese American perspective. 

Beginning with the opening ceremony, we featured ROBERT NAKAMURA’s Manzanar (1972) – a 

meditative and visceral short documentary that explores the ruins of Manzanar less than three years after the 

first pilgrimage took place. This groundbreaking film that helped define a genre was paired with Pilgrimage 

(2006) a work by Robert’s son, TAD NAKAMURA, which explores the history behind the first pilgrimage 

to Manzanar and burgeoning pilgrimage movement. We will revisit the Nakamuras work during our closing 

ceremony when Robert and Tad join us for a live discussion about their new film Third Act, currently a work

-in-progress. 

Including Nakamura’s Manzanar, this program features several early films from the birth of the Asian 

American cinema movement courtesy of the archives of Visual Communications – the country’s oldest 

Asian American media organization based in Los Angeles Little Tokyo. DUANE KUBO’s Cruisin’ J-Town 

(1972) explores Little Tokyo through the eyes of DAN KURAMOTO – multi-instrumentalist frontman for 

the band Hiroshima, and ALAN KONDO’s …I Told You So (1974) is a lyrical exploration of poet 

LAWSON INADA’s works. 

Art is a common theme across many films such as Hidden Legacy: Traditional Performing Arts in the 

WWII Internment Camps (2014) that reveals how the community used art to help cope with the difficult 

camp years. Another film, Masters of Modern Design: The Art of the Japanese American Experience (2019) 

examines the careers of Nisei luminaries such as GEORGE NAKASHIMA and RUTH ASAWA, whose 

careers as artists had lasting impacts on Modern design during the postwar era. 

This program includes several films about the parallel experiences of Latin American Nikkei that offer a 

different, but relatable perspective on the events of the Second World War. Spanish language documentary 

https://www.jampilgrimages.com/film-festival


Nikkei (2011) details one family’s journey from Japan to Peru to Venezuela as they fled wartime persecution 

in South America, while Hidden Internment: The ART SHIBAYAMA Story exposes the lesser-known 

extradition and subsequent incarceration of Latin American Nikkei in US concentration camps. 

In addition to covering the many site-specific experiences of wartime incarceration, we also delve into the 

resettlement of Japanese Americans postwar – a time in which our communities were further dispersed into 

sparsely populated regions throughout the country. Of particular note are Relocation, Arkansas (2016) that 

investigates the issue of racial triangulation among the few Japanese American families who chose to resettle 

in the Jim Crow era Deep South, and Good Luck Soup (2016) which explores similar themes through the story 

of a mixed race Japanese American family in Cleveland Ohio. 

We also explore stories of resilience among the Japanese American business community, whose families 

returned to the West Coast and resumed their trades after the war. Seed: The Life of the Rice King and His Kin 

(2016) tells the story of fourth generation family-owned Koda Farms. First Street North (2019) highlights 

longstanding family businesses Fugetsu-do and Bunkado in Little Tokyo while also exploring the relationship 

that its Shin-Issei (new first-generation Japanese immigrant) filmmaker has to the Japanese American 

incarceration narrative. 

Other films invite viewers to delve into their own family histories, as the documentary subjects reclaim the 

lost histories behind their Japanese heritage. In Finding Dohi (2019) a Japanese Hawaiian mother and daughter 

journey to Japan to meet their last living relative for the first time. In A Vanished Dream (2019), biracial 

African American journalist REGINA BOONE honors her father’s dying wish by investigating the 

disappearance of her grandfather who was imprisoned during World War II. 

Many of the films deal with the intergenerational trauma that persists within the descendants of 

incarceration camp survivors. SATSUKI INA’s seminal film Children of the Camps (1999) explores the 

lifelong impacts of trauma on childhood camp survivors in documentary format. REA TAJIRI’s Strawberry 

Fields (1997) – a narrative drama tells the story of a Sansei woman who journeys to Poston in an attempt to 

reconcile with her family’s tragic past. 

Through this program we also memorialize another tragedy that took place in Japan during the last days of 

the war, commemorating the 75th anniversary of the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki that will 

occur on August 6 and 9. The Mushroom Club (2005) offers a personal insight into filmmaker STEVEN 

OKAZAKI’s journey to Hiroshima amidst the 60th anniversary of the bombing. SHINPEI TAKEDA’s 

Hiroshima Nagasaki Download (2011) documents a road trip along the Pacific Coast as he interviews 

hibakusha (atomic bomb survivors) who reside in North America. 

Our program also seeks to illuminate members of the Japanese American community who have been 

advocating alongside other communities of color for our collective liberation throughout history. America 

Needs a Racial Facial and The Ride – two short films from the late JEFF ADACHI are particularly adept at 

exploring these issues. Another film titled A Hero’s Hero examines the lifelong advocacy of anti-war, civil 

rights, and HIV/AIDS activist KIYOSHI KUROMIYA. 

Even with the multitude of perspectives represented in this program, this is by no means a comprehensive 

filmography, and there are many great works that were not included in the festival line up. That being said, it 

is my hope that these films will help Japanese Americans and fellow Nikkei living in diaspora throughout the 

world who have experienced similar discrimination before, during, and after WWII to better understand our 

shared experiences. 

Throughout the history of our diaspora, political and economic forces have conspired to tear our 

community apart. Now at a time when we must physically distance ourselves from one another amidst the 

global pandemic, participating in the Tadaima! Virtual Pilgrimage is a powerful reminder that we are capable 

of building community wherever we are. I hope this program will help continue fostering connections between 

our Nikkei community here in the US, and throughout the world. The Japanese American community has 

always been a place of great solace to me. For those of you who are just joining us, Okaeri (Welcome Home). 

PAU 


