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AJA SUCCESS IN WORLD WAR II: HAWAII MADE THE DIFFERENCE 

by Mark Matsunaga and Isami Yoshihara 
From the Japanese American Veterans Association website at  

https://java.wildapricot.org/JAVA-News/9253790 

(In the back row of the photograph above, from left to right is YOZO YAMAMOTO, HENRY SHIYAMA 
who was killed in combat, YOSHIKATSU MATSUMOTO, KAORU YAMAMOTO, CHARLES J. 

OKIMOTO, and TAKESHI LEFTY KIMURA. In the front row, from left to right is KUNIO 
FUJIMOTO, SUSUMU KUNISHIGE, RAYMOND YOKOYAMA, KATSUMI JINNOHARA who was 
killed in combat, and KAORU YONEZAWA.  Nine received the Purple Heart Medal. These are a few of the 

1,400 Nisei in the 100th Infantry Battalion, an oversized battalion consisting of nine line companies and a 



headquarters company when it went overseas.  Photo courtesy of the Signal Corps.) 
 

Honolulu, HI.  The 442nd Regimental Combat Team’s battlefield heroics delivered America’s Japanese 

populace from the shameful injustice of mass removal and incarceration in World War II. That’s true, but it’s 

only part of the story. That vindication could not have occurred without the Americans of Japanese ancestry 

from Hawaii who were in the fight first: pre-war soldiers who became the 100th Infantry Battalion, Territorial 

Guard members who became the Varsity Victory Volunteers, and two spies in the Philippines. And two-thirds 

of the 650 soldiers of the 100th and 442nd who were killed in action or died of wounds in World War II were 

from Hawaii. 

In 1940, there were nearly 127,000 ethnic Japanese on the continent, 158,000 in Hawaii. The wartime 

experiences of the two groups differed dramatically. All of the Nikkei living on the West Coast -- 112,000 -- 

were forced from their homes and incarcerated in concentration camps. About 2,000 suspect Japanese were 

removed from Hawaii, where martial law had been imposed on December 7, 1941. 

The attack thrust Hawaii’s 450,000 residents onto the front line of America’s new war. Two thousand 

American soldiers of Japanese ancestry -- of the 298th and 299th Infantry regiments and engineer and service 

units -- were among the active duty personnel who rushed to defend Hawaii that day.  Another 300 AJAs, most 

of them University of Hawaii ROTC cadets, were called up as members of the Hawaii Territorial Guard. The 

Nisei soldiers and guardsmen performed faithfully during and after the attack. Despite rampant rumors, 

thorough investigation concluded there had been no sabotage or subversion by any local Japanese during or 

since the attack on Pearl Harbor.  

Under pressure from Washington, LTG DELOS EMMONS, the Army’s new commander in Hawaii, 

ordered all AJAs discharged from the Territorial Guard in late January. But he resisted orders to remove all 

Japanese to the continent or at least to one of the neighbor islands. Rather than sulk, 169 of the discharged 

Territorial Guard Nisei offered themselves as a labor battalion. The offer was accepted, and the Varsity 

Victory Volunteers was born. Soon afterwards, a VVV crew quarrying rocks at Kolekole was visited by the 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR JOHN MCCLOY. Fresh from approving the forced removal of 

Japanese Americans from the west coast, McCloy was in Hawaii to meet with Emmons and inspect units there. 

The trip changed his attitude toward AJAs.  Emmons suggested to McCloy that the Nisei infantrymen from the 

Hawaii regiments be sent to fight in Europe. This would be a chance to demonstrate their loyalty, Emmons 

said, and he believed they would acquit themselves well. Meanwhile, reports were filtering back to 

Washington about the valuable intelligence being produced for GENERAL DOUGLAS MACARTHUR in 

the Philippines by ARTHUR KOMORI and RICHARD SAKAKIDA, Army spies who had been recruited 

in Honolulu and served in Manila under commercial cover.  

In May 1942, AJA soldiers of the 298th and 299th were reorganized into the Hawaiian Provisional 

Battalion, which sailed from Honolulu in June 1942. On arrival in Oakland, it was designated the 100th 

Infantry Battalion (Separate) and sent to Camp McCoy, Wisconsin. The 1,400 Hawaii Nisei would spend 

another year training. GENERAL DWIGHT EISENHOWER refused them for European service. But they 

impressed other Army officials with their skill and discipline, and their supporters continued to press for their 

deployment. Approval came in late 1942. In short order, despite opposition from officers such as LTG JOHN 

DEWITT, who ordered the west coast evacuation, the War Department and PRESIDENT FRANKLIN 

ROOSEVELT acceded to pleas from within the Army and the Nikkei community to create a larger Nisei unit 

of AJAs, a regimental combat team of 4,500 troops. It is unlikely that the combat team would have been 

approved if any of the trail-blazing Hawaii Nisei soldiers had said or done something disloyal to America. 

Some of the new combat team’s slots would be filled by mainland prewar soldiers who had been benched 

after Pearl Harbor. Because AJAs were no longer being drafted, the new outfit needed volunteers. The call 

went out in February 1943. The Army initially expected two-thirds of the recruits to come from the continent, 

but ill feelings about their mistreatment and a flawed loyalty questionnaire resulted in barely 1,000 volunteers 

from the camps. In Hawaii, nearly 10,000 volunteered, and 2,600 were accepted. 

The 100th Battalion and the new recruits crossed paths at Camp Shelby, Mississippi, that summer, but the 

100th soon left for the Mediterranean. Assigned to the veteran 34th Division, the 100th Bn entered combat in 



September 1943 near Salerno. The Hawaii Nisei soon earned the respect of fellow GIs in bloody fighting 

along the Volturno and Rapido rivers and at Cassino. By the end of March 1944, the 100th Battalion had only 

500 men and was being called the Purple Heart Battalion. 

War correspondent LYNN CROST wrote in her book Honor by Fire: Japanese Americans at war in 

Europe and the Pacific:  “As years pass, statistics of decorations and the numbers of men killed and wounded 

may be forgotten. But the record of that original 100th Infantry Battalion and what it meant in the acceptance 

of Japanese Americans as loyal citizens of the United States must be remembered. If it had failed in its first 

months of fighting in Italy, there might never have been a chance for other Americans of Japanese ancestry to 

show their loyalty to the United States as convincingly as they did on the battlefields of Europe.” 

Replacements from Shelby bolstered the 100th for Anzio and the drive to Rome. In late June, the 442nd 

arrived in Italy and the 100th became its first battalion. The combat team foundered in its first battle, at 

Suvereto and Belvedere, until the 100 th was called out of reserve to save the day. 

As the combat team slogged through Italy and France in the months that followed, the initial differences 

between kotonks and buddhaheads melted away under fire. Neither group had a monopoly on challenges, 

service or courage. Both earned a place in the story of Japanese Americans in World War II.  

[JAVA EdNote. Matsunaga and Yoshihara are both Hawaii residents with family members who served in 

WW II.]        

 

100TH INFANTRY BATTALION AMONG FIRST TO TRAIN AT ‘NEW’ 
McCOY by the Fort McCoy Public Affairs Office, July 24, 2020 

https://www.dvidshub.net/news/374571/100th -infantry-battalion-among-first-train-new-

mccoy-1942 

The decorated 100th Infantry Battalion was one 

of the first units to train at Camp McCoy when it 

expanded in 1942. 

The 100th Infantry Battalion (Separate) was 

activated June 12, 1942. It was composed of more 

than 1,400 second-generation, American-born 

Japanese men, also known as “Nisei” (NEE-say). 

The War Department removed them from Hawaii 

out of fear of renewed Japanese attacks and also 

stopped accepting Nisei for military service. The 

battalion commander and some of the company-

grade officers were Caucasian; the rest of its officers 

and enlisted men were Nisei. 

In an August 25, 1967, article for The Real 

McCoy, then-civilian employee KENNETH KOJI 

recalled his time at Camp McCoy as a member of the 

100th. 

“The officers and men of the unit lived in tents, 

which reminded the men of basic training,” Koji 

wrote. “New Camp McCoy cantonment was under construction during 1942 and was ready for use in 

September, at which time we moved to the new post. Everyone was tickled to be on the new Post after months 

of tent city life.” 

After being discharged at Camp McCoy in 1945, Koji remained in Wisconsin and began working for the 

installation. He attributed his decision to his marriage to a local woman in 1943 before he was deployed 

overseas. 



“Sparta was the first town (we) visited, being the nearest to the post,” Koji wrote. “At first, the people 

were rather curious, but very friendly. Inquiries such as ‘Do pineapples grow on trees?’ and ‘Are there any 

automobiles and animals in Hawaii?’ made conversation interesting. Some even asked where we learned to 

speak English.” 

In his book “Bridge of Love,” JOHN TSUKANO, another former member of the 100th, wrote about the 

time the unit spent training at Camp McCoy and the measures they took to prove themselves as “enemy 

aliens” in the U.S. Army. 

“The 100th would become the most inspected, looked over, the most thoroughly trained unit in the Army. 

Each man became an expert in several different weapons so that the unit could continue to function in any 

situation,” Tsukano wrote. “High Army and civilian officials from all over the country came to Camp McCoy 

to see for themselves and confirm what they had been hearing about this ‘crack’ battalion. Even in training, the 

men of the 100th Infantry Battalion became a legend.” 

After training at Camp McCoy, Wis., and Camp Shelby, Miss., the battalion deployed to the 

Mediterranean in August 1943. 

Fifth Army attached the battalion to the 34th Infantry Division. The unit entered combat Sept. 27, 1943, 

near Salerno in Southern Italy. The battalion fought well and took heavy casualties. 

Impressed with the valor of the Hawaiian Nisei (including six awards of the Distinguished Service Cross 

in the first eight weeks of combat), the War Department recommended that more Nisei be recruited for an all-

volunteer Nisei combat unit, the 442nd Regimental Combat Team (RCT), activated Feb. 1, 1943. Selective 

Service was resumed in early 1944. 

The 100th Battalion fought at Cassino in January 1944 and later accompanied the 34th Infantry Division to 

Anzio. In May and June 1944, the battalion, joined by the 442nd RCT, helped break out from Anzio and push 

the Germans north of Rome. The battalion was awarded the Distinguished Unit Citation (DUC) (later 

redesignated the Presidential Unit Citation) for its actions June 26-27, 1944. On Aug. 10, 1944, the 100th 

Battalion formally became part of the 442nd RCT. 

In September 1944, the 442d RCT was reassigned to Seventh Army for the invasion of Southern France. It 

was attached to the 36th Infantry Division for the drive into the Vosges Mountains. In four weeks of heavy 

combat in October-November 1944, the 442nd RCT, including the 100th Battalion, liberated Bruyeres and 

Biffontaine and rescued a "lost battalion" that had become cut off from the 36th Division. For, this the 100th 

Battalion received its second DUC. 

As draftees gradually replaced combat losses, the battalion lost some of its character as an all-Hawaiian 

unit. After duty in the Maritime Alps guarding the French-Italian border, the 442nd RCT was reassigned in 

March 1945 to Fifth Army for the Po Valley campaign. Attached to the 92d Infantry Division, an African-

American unit, the 442d RCT helped drive the Germans from Northern Italy. 

On April 5, 1945, the first day on the attack, PFC. SADAO S. MUNEMORI from Los Angeles gave his 

life to protect two buddies in Company A, 100th Battalion, and was awarded the Medal of Honor 

posthumously. 

The 442nd RCT was demobilized and inactivated in August 1946. The lineage and honors have been 

preserved by the 100th Battalion, 442nd Infantry (US Army Reserve). 

As written in a Sept. 25, 1987, article in The Triad, the 100th Infantry Battalion went out of its way to 

prove loyalty to the United States. More than 1,400 Purple Heart medals were awarded to members of the 

battalion. Three Legion of Merit medals, nine Distinguished Service Crosses, 44 Silver Star medals, and a 

Congressional Medal of Honor were awarded to 100th Infantry Division personnel for exceptional service to 

their country during World War II. 

(Article prepared by the U.S. Army Center of Military History and the Fort McCoy Public Affairs Office.)  

// 

// 



SPECIAL WORLD WAR II VET VISITED MCCOY IN 2016, RECALLED 
FRIENDS FROM FAMED 100TH  

by Scott Sturkol, Fort McCoy Public Affairs Office (September 11, 2020)  
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/379196/special -world-war-ii-vet-visited-mccoy-2016-recalled-

friends-famed-100th  

CLARENCE AND THELMA SUZUKI of Fresno, Calif., look at World War II-era photos at the Fort 

McCoy History Center as part of a tour of the Fort McCoy Commemorative Area on Oct. 28, 2016, at Fort 

McCoy, Wis. Clarence is a former Army sergeant and World War II veteran who served with the Military 

Intelligence Service in Japan and the Northern Mariana island of Tinian during the war. Originally natives of 

Hawaii, the Suzukis wanted to visit Fort McCoy for the first time to learn more about family and friends who 

trained at the post with the 100th Infantry Battalion from 1942-43. (U.S. Army Photo by SCOTT T. 

STURKOL, Public Affairs Office, Fort McCoy, Wis.)  

Clarence and Thelma Suzuki of Fresno, Calif., had wanted to visit “Camp McCoy” for decades to see the 

place the legendary 100th Infantry Battalion once trained. 

Their visit became a reality Oct. 28, 2016. 

Both Clarence and Thelma grew up in Hawaii and were married there 71 years ago in 1949. Clarence, who 

was 91 during the visit, is a former Army sergeant who served for 30 months with the Military Intelligence 

Service (MIS) in Japan and on the Northern Mariana island of Tinian during World War II. 

He said they both heard about “Camp McCoy” from friends and family who had trained at the post in 1942

-43 with the 100th Infantry Battalion — a Hawaii National Guard unit whose members were of Americans of 

Japanese ancestry, or Nissei. 

The 100th fought in six campaigns in Italy and France during World War II and earned three Presidential Unit 



Citations. The 100th/442nd Regimental Combat Team is recognized as one of the most-decorated units for its 

size and length of service in the history of the U.S. military.   

In 2011, veterans of the 100th, 442nd, and MIS earned the Congressional Gold Medal for their service 

during the war. The medal, along with the Presidential Medal of Freedom, is considered the highest civilian 

award in the United States. “That was a real honor,” Clarence said. 

“We know it was a short time that the 100th was here (at Fort McCoy), but in Hawaii it’s a big thing,” 

Thelma said. “It seemed like everyone knew about McCoy. I would hear about it from my brother’s friends.” 

Clarence added, “Because we always heard about Camp McCoy … (we) always wanted to visit but never had 

the chance.” 

The couple toured each of the Commemorative Area’s five World War II-era buildings. The buildings are 

representative of the types found in the cantonment area when it was constructed in 1942 and include an 

administrative facility, dining facility, and barracks. The 100th Infantry Battalion was the first unit to train at 

the “new camp” after its inauguration Aug. 30, 1942. 

An Army Jeep on display in the administrative building sparked a memory for the couple. 

“That’s just like the Jeep that Clarence used to teach me how to drive in Hawaii,” Thelma said. “It was a 

scary, mountainous road where we would practice.” 

“She had a lot of fun learning to drive on those roads, and she did have a lot of trouble parking that Jeep,” 

Clarence said jokingly. “We had so much fun.” 

The Suzukis also viewed photos — some with people they knew from the 100th — while touring the Fort 

McCoy History Center. Clarence said he enjoyed everything he saw. 

“I was very impressed,” he said. “It was a real historic review for me. A lot of things I didn’t know (about 

Fort McCoy) I saw for the first time, and I’m really impressed with this historic site.” 

Fort McCoy Public Affairs Specialist THERESA FITZGERALD, herself an Army veteran, said the visit 

was memorable. 

“It is always an honor to meet veterans from World War II,” Fitzgerald said. 

“The Commemorative Area brings out their personal stories, and you learn so much from them as they 

reminisce about the ‘good old days.’ Hearing their stories also helps me in my job by allowing me to share 

their stories with other tour groups that come through here.” 

Learn more about Fort McCoy online at https://home.army.mil/mccoy, on Facebook by searching 

“ftmccoy,” and on Twitter by searching “usagmccoy.”  

 

GOING FOR BROKE PART ONE: THE 100TH INFANTRY BATTALION  
by Connie Gentry, National WWII Museum Website  

https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/japanese-american-100th-infantry-battalion?
fbclid=IwAR3OOoVmB_Sb4CuehiEApIO0n6331W8pysD61aSkb5KfvEhEIbPvk-4yp7s 

 

The 100th Infantry Battalion, comprised largely of second generation Nisei, bravely fought in Europe and 
became one of America's most highly decorated units of World War II.  August 1, 2020 

 
Following the December 7 attack on Pearl Harbor, American suspicion of its Japanese citizens was at an 

all-time high. Over 100,000 Japanese Americans living on the west coast were labeled as “enemy aliens” and 

placed in internment camps due to fear and suspicion of collaboration with the Japanese government. Though 

they faced discrimination at home, many Japanese American men were given the opportunity to enlist in the 

military. Two Japanese American combat units, the 100th Infantry Battalion and the 442nd Infantry Regiment, 

went on to fight in Europe earning themselves the titles of the most decorated American units of World War II. 

On June 12, 1942, the 100th Infantry Battalion was activated. The 100th was a racially segregated unit, 

comprised of more than 1,400 second generation Japanese Americans, known as Nisei. Initially, the 100th was 



an orphaned battalion, meaning the battalion was not assigned to any larger unit. The unit was known to its 

members as “One Puka Puka.” The word “puka” is Hawaiian for the term “hole,” referring to the zeros in the 

number. Many of the men in the 100th previously served in the 298th and 299th Infantry Regiments of the 

Hawaii National Guard. These men were on or near Pearl Harbor when the Japanese struck, and aided in 

clearing debris and assisting the wounded. Under the direction of Caucasian commanders and company-grade 

officers, the 100th began gearing up for war.   (Photograph below of discharged men of the 100th Infantry 

Battalion taking part in a Veterans Day Parade at Kapiolani Park. Courtesy of the UHM Library Digital Image 

Collection.) 

Due to fear of an additional Japanese attack, the War Department 

removed the 100th from Hawaii, sending them to the mainland United 

States. In June 1942, the men boarded the SS Maui and landed in California 

five days later, where they were then sent off to training bases. For one 

year, the men trained at Camp McCoy in Wisconsin and Camp Shelby in 

Mississippi. In May 1943, the 100th participated in training maneuvers in 

Louisiana. That August, the 100th deployed across the Atlantic to the 

Mediterranean where they took part in the Italian campaign. The men 

selected the motto “Remember Pearl Harbor,” to reflect their anger at the 

attack on their country.  (The photograph on the right is of the logo and 

motto "Remember Pearl Harbor" of the 100th Infantry Battalion.   Photo is 

courtesy of the US National Archives.) 

In September 1943, the 100th engaged in combat in southern Italy near 



Salerno. The fighting in Italy was tough, and the men of the 100th were a driving force during the campaign. 

In January 1944, they fought at Cassino, and later accompanied the 34th Infantry Division to Anzio. In May 

and June of that year, the battalion took part in the breakout from Anzio and successfully pushed the Germans 

north of Rome.  

Following the Italian campaign, on August 10, 1944, the 100th was officially integrated into the 442nd 

Infantry Regiment and participated in the invasion of Southern France. In total, the men of the 100th spent 20 

months in Europe and fought in six campaigns across Italy and France. The battalion was awarded six 

Distinguished Service Crosses during the first eight weeks of combat and earned three Presidential Unit 

Citations. Along with the 442nd, the 100th Infantry Battalion is recognized as the most decorated American 

unit for its size and length of service.  

(PPP Editor’s Note:  The Club and President ANN KABASAWA received this email from 100th member 

ISAMI YOSHIHARA on September 25 which was addressed to the National WWII Museum: 

“I enjoyed this fine article (https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/japanese-american-100th-

infantry-battalion?fbclid=IwAR3OOoVmB_Sb4CuehiEApIO0n6331W8pysD61aSkb5KfvEhEIbPvk-

4yp7s)  written by Ms. Gentry about the One Puka Puka; however, the following statement needs to be 

corrected: ‘In May and June of that year, the battalion, joined by the 442nd Infantry Regiment, took part in the 

breakout from Anzio and successfully pushed the Germans north of Rome.’ since the 442nd RCT did not 

participate in the breakout from Anzio nor the liberation of Rome. From the 1944 Timeline (https://

www.goforbroke.org/learn/history/timeline/1944.php) at the GFBNEC website,   

June 10, 1944 The 100th, its ranks depleted due to its high casualties, meets up with the 442nd 

at Civitavecchia.  The 442nd is assigned to the Fifth Army. The 100th becomes attached to the 442nd RCT as 

a replacement for their absent 1st Battalion, which had remained at Camp Shelby to train replacement troops. 

June 26, 1944The 442nd sees its first day of combat at Belvedere, Italy.” 

I have since been informed by Isami that the corrections to the article have been made.) 

 
GFBNEC TO PRESENT 2020 EVENING OF ALOHA VIRTUAL GALA 

Press release by Pauline Yoshihashi, Strategic Communications for GFBNEC 
 

LOS ANGELES (September 30, 2020) — Go For Broke National Education Center (GFBNEC) today 

announced the livestream broadcast of its 19th Annual Evening of Aloha Virtual Gala on Saturday, 

November 14, 2020, from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. PST.  This event will honor the valor of American World War II 

soldiers of Japanese ancestry and highlight contemporary issues of social justice, civil liberties and democracy.  

While the Gala traditionally has been an in-person community gathering, GFBNEC expects its livestream 

event to draw a diverse, multi-generational audience from across the country. DAVID ONO, ABC7 news 

anchor and member of GFBNEC’s Board of Directors, will co-host the event with MITCHELL T. MAKI, 

GFBNEC President and Chief Executive Officer. The livestream will be available on GFBNEC’s 

website, www.goforbroke.org, Facebook and YouTube. 

CATHY TANAKA of Fukui Mortuary, a GFBNEC Circle of Ambassadors member, and STACI TOJI, 

ESQ. of Toji Law and member of GFBNEC’s Board of Directors, will co-chair the 2020 gala. Aratani 

Foundation and MUFG Union Bank, N.A., the gala’s major sponsors, will lead the generous individual, 

corporate and community supporters of this celebrated community event.  

The event will incorporate many of the unique traditions of the Evening of Aloha Gala that honor the Nisei 

(second-generation Japanese Americans) veterans, including The Soldier Memorial Table; “In Memoriam” 

acknowledgments; Veteran Recognition; and GFBNEC’s 2020 Student Essay & Poetry Contest winners. The 

virtual program also will showcase GFBNEC’s new online programming, which explores the Nisei veterans’ 

story from different perspectives within and beyond the Japanese American community.  

“Our 19th Evening of Aloha will engage a broad geographic audience of veterans, family members and 

friends to honor our Nisei veterans and their legacy,” Maki said. “As we switch to a livestream event to protect 

https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/japanese-american-100th-infantry-battalion?fbclid=IwAR3OOoVmB_Sb4CuehiEApIO0n6331W8pysD61aSkb5KfvEhEIbPvk-4yp7s
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/japanese-american-100th-infantry-battalion?fbclid=IwAR3OOoVmB_Sb4CuehiEApIO0n6331W8pysD61aSkb5KfvEhEIbPvk-4yp7s
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/japanese-american-100th-infantry-battalion?fbclid=IwAR3OOoVmB_Sb4CuehiEApIO0n6331W8pysD61aSkb5KfvEhEIbPvk-4yp7s
https://www.goforbroke.org/learn/history/timeline/1944.php
https://www.goforbroke.org/learn/history/timeline/1944.php
https://www.goforbroke.org/learn/history/combat_history/world_war_2/european_theater/rome-arno_belvedere.php
https://www.goforbroke.org/learn/history/combat_history/world_war_2/european_theater/rome-arno_belvedere.php
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-Uh5b_eRFjaccxrfdCN8AoEkw-8MHR1SLp02iebZmZ5x9QIRukraHw6lw5ChJAQjgIlUvMPflDdOOhBu2hrkCEKKEhlsC7tQXsiPqT_456Z95PiF1MPSeVkn6CeB29YPNS-Wduv7w_kGxHhJZdy2Zw==&c=THKJryA-fv6Lu_PRl83CXuMH8TFHS_RXHJIHfoZpbxBNKjYlnpdDpg==&ch=TS0UtGDkU_MDk


everyone’s health during the pandemic, we’re reaching out to more communities, age groups and locations 

than ever. We’re excited to welcome old and new supporters to share our veterans’ stories and celebrate these 

remarkable Americans.”  

New this year, GFBNEC will present two unique veteran recognition opportunities. The “Living Nisei 

WWII Photo Tributes” will replicate one of the Evening of Aloha’s most treasured moments, the live 

recognition of veterans onstage. This year, GFBNEC has expanded the opportunity to all Nisei veteran 

organizations nationwide, allowing families and organizations to submit an in-service military and a current 

photo of living Nisei WWII veterans. All veteran photos will be displayed during the EOA program. To 

participate, visit GFBNEC website for more information.  Deadline for free submission of photos is October 

30.   

The second opportunity is a special “Thank A Veteran” pre-show digital ad sponsorship. Digital ads can be 

purchased on GFBNEC’s website and must be submitted by October 30. Benefits include having the 

honoree’s photo and donor message scrolled during the event pre-show; photo and tribute posted on 

GFBNEC’s Facebook page and on www.goforbroke.org; and photo included in an Evening of Aloha wrap up e

-blast.   

In addition, on Saturday, November 7, 2020, from 10 a.m. to noon, and in conjunction with this year’s 

Veterans Day, donated plants purchased through the Veteran Floral Plants from the Go For Broke Monument 

21st Anniversary Tribute on June 6, 2020 will be on display at the Monument to honor our Nisei veterans. 

Donors who wish to pick up their plants must arrive by 12 p.m. at the Monument. Moreover, GFBNEC 

Torchbearers, the “next-gen” supporters, will do their second Nisei veteran gravesite clean-up on Saturday, 

November 7, 2020 at Evergreen Cemetery in East Los Angeles. All remaining Veteran Floral Plants will be 

placed by the Torchbearers at the Nisei veterans’ gravesites.  

To support its educational programming and outreach during these challenging economic times, GFBNEC 

will host an online “Fund the Future” campaign to help empower people to create their own stories of courage 

as inspired by the Japanese American soldiers of WWII. Contributions will provide vital funds to support new 

educational initiatives, including expanded national outreach; enhanced online and social media presence; and 

dynamic online programming to engage younger, more diverse audiences.  

Individual and corporate sponsorships for Evening of Aloha remain available. For more information on 

Evening of Aloha sponsorship, “Living Nisei WWII Veteran Photo Tribute,” “Thank A Veteran” digital ad 

sponsorship, and related topics, please contact the development office at development@goforbroke.org, or call 

(310) 328-0907. 

 

GO FOR BROKE’S 19TH ANNUAL EVENING OF ALOHA VIRTUAL EVENT 
Email from Dr. Mitchell Maki, CEO and President of GFBNEC, dated September 25, 2020 

 

On behalf of Go For Broke National Education Center (GFBNEC), I thank you for your past support of our 

2019 Evening of Aloha Gala Dinner.  At our Gala events each year, we pay tribute to our Nisei WWII 

Veterans by sharing their remarkable stories of courage, patriotism and sacrifice. This year’s Gala, our 19th 

Annual Evening of Aloha, will be a live stream broadcast on Saturday, November 14, 2020 from 4:00 

p.m. to 5:00 p.m. to ensure the safety of our veterans and our community. 

In keeping with the aloha spirit of community, family and sharing of stories, this year’s Gala will include 

many of the traditional, unique Evening of Aloha features. These segments will explore the multi-faceted 

perspectives of the Nisei veteran story from within and beyond the Japanese American community.  More 

important, our expanding virtual audience will better understand that the Nisei veterans experience is not just a 

great Japanese American story, but a compelling American story with relevance and significance to today.  

We anticipate the largest viewing audience ever for this year’s Gala.  During the current pandemic, we 

have made tremendous strides in broadening our online presence.  We had over 10,000 viewers for our 

Monument Anniversary Tribute in June.  Subsequently, we have released virtual public programming that has 

been viewed by thousands. 

http://www.goforbroke.org/
mailto:development@goforbroke.org


Proceeds from this event will directly support our exciting new educational initiatives, including our 

expanded national outreach, enhanced online and social media presence and dynamic online programming to 

engage younger, more diverse audiences. Now, more than ever, we are committed to our mission and we are 

appreciative of our dedicated supporters.  

We would be extremely grateful to have your support by becoming a sponsor, placing a “Thank A 

Veteran” digital ad, and/or contributing to our “Fund the Future.” Please see the attached 2020 Sponsorship 

Levels & Benefits. 

For more information about the event, please contact development@goforbroke.org, or call (310) 328-

0907 ext. 806.  

We thank you for your consideration of our request and for your continued support of GFBNEC during 

this challenging time.    

 

MILITARY RETIREES AND FAMILIES ARE GETTING AN EXTENSION ON ID 
CARD RENEWALS by Amy Buschatz, Military.Com website 

https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/09/21/military-retirees-and-families-are-getting-extension-id-card

-renewals.html 

Military dependents and retirees now have through the end of June 2021 to access benefits using ID cards 

that expired this year, thanks to an extension of temporary ID card rules issued in response to the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

Typically, cards must be applied for, issued and updated in person up to 30 days before the expiration date 

at one of the more than 1,600 ID card offices on military facilities worldwide. Cards that do not expire, such 

as those held by retirees over 65, do not need to be renewed.  

But in an effort to reduce crowds at ID card facilities during the pandemic, officials in April issued 

guidance allowing dependents and retirees to continue to use cards that expired this year to access both 

military bases and benefits through the end of September. 

New guidelines issued this month bump that expiration extension into next year. Now, holders of those 

cards will be able to use them for benefits such as medical care through June 30, 2021, and for base access 

through March 2021. 

The pandemic allowances put in place a temporary system for remote ID card renewals, updates and 

reissuances. That system has also been extended indefinitely under the updated Pentagon order. Cards 

changed remotely will be given an expiration date of one year from the time they are issued, the new guidance 

states. 

The update also extends an age bump for military kids to receive their first ID card. Under normal 

circumstances, that age is 10. Under the temporary rule, it is 14. 

The extension, however, applies only to the cards held by retirees and dependents, known as the 

Uniformed Services ID (USID). Expired Common Access Cards (CAC) and Volunteer Logical Access 

Credentials (VoLAC) had previously also been allowed through September. That change will end Sept. 30 as 

planned. 

(Submitted by Jeff Morita) 
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